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Bereshis
Introduction

BERESHIS (“in the beginning”) begins the first fifth of the “book of the Law of Moses”
(SEFER TORAT-MOSHE2Kgs 14:6). In view of the watchword “Sola Scriptura” (the Bible
alone is authoritative for faith), we must allow inerrantly inspired Scriptural texts to
give us our normative interpretation of Scripture. For example, Genesis chps 1—11 is
about the creation of the inhabited world. And the book begins with Adam, who is told
to govern the world as the son of G-d, being a type of “the one who is to come” (see Gn
5:1; 1Chr 1:1; Lk 3:38; Ro 5:14; Gn 3:15; 49:10), as expectation begins to build regarding
a promised eschatological Redeemer-Ruler, a Moshi'a (Savior) from sin and death, a
Great “Descendant” or “Seed” (ZERA). In Genesis we see the “fall,” that is, “creation being
subjected to futility” (Ro8:20) and thewholehumanracebeingbroughtunder thebondage
of the law of sin and death (Ro 6:23). Ro 5:12 tells us how to exegete (interpret) Gn 3. Adam
is an epochal figure whose failure and fall determines the character of all encompassed
in his epoch; that is, all of HASHEM-alienated humanity in need of the epoch of the second
Adam, the NewMan, the Moshiach, and especially in need of the new life that flows from
the Kingdom of G-d and G-dʼs great King, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach. Whenwe look at the
first man lying on the ground dead (Gn 5:5), the Bible is showing us the first sinner of a
sinning/dying epoch which only the Moshiachʼs death brings to an end (2C 5:14). But the
pointhere is thathumankind inGn1:27 is “HaAdam” inHebrew, and that verse showsMan
as having both singularity and plurality (oto and otam, Gn 1:27), thus reflecting his Maker,
Elohim, Who also has singularity and plurality in His complexity (compare echad in Gn
2:24 and Dt 6:4). Gn 1:26 uses a majestic plural but the Doctrine of HASHEMʼs Kedushah
Meshuleshet (Threefold Holiness) is seen in Elohim (Gn 1:1) and the Dvar HASHEM (Gn
1:3) and the Ruach Elohim (Gn 1:2) engaged in the work of creation. When we look at the
original language in Zohar Vol.3 Ha'azinu page 288b, we see the text which comments on
Dan 7:13, where the Bar Enosh Moshiach comes to the Ancient of Days. The Zohar says,
“The Ancient One is described as being two (TAV-RESH-YUD-FINAL NOON, Aramaic for
‘two’).” G-d and theMoshiach, called by Daniel “the Ancient of Days” and “the Son ofMan”
are obviously a picture of G-d as “two” in the Bible, and the Zohar owns up to this fact,
callingG-d “two.” Twosentencesprior to thaton thesamepage, theoriginal languageof the
text of the Zohar says, “The Ancient Holy One [i.e. G-d, Dan 7:13] is found with three (TAV-
LAMMED-TAV, Aramaic for ‘three’) heads or chiefs (RESH-YUD-SHIN-YUD-FINAL NOON
Aramaic for ‘heads’), which are united in One (CHET-DALET Aramaic for ‘one’).” Here
we have a picture in the Zohar of the raz (mystery) of G-dʼs unity, the distinct havayot
(subsistences, modes of being) in Adonoi Echad. G-d is echad, one, but a complex one,
not three g-ds, only HASHEM, One, but with HASHEMʼs Kedushah Meshuleshet (Threefold
holiness, Isa 6:3). Granted, Genesis answers all kinds of questions that only get raised for
the reader later in the Bible. So it is only when you read Obadiah and Malachi that you
really start asking, “Who are the Edomites and when do we first hear of their patriarch
Esau?” So Genesis should be read last as well as first. Similarly, when Gog and Magog are
mentioned in Ezekiel, when Javan (Greece) is mentioned in Zecharyah (Zechariah), when
Babylon (Shinar—Gn 14:1) is mentioned in Isaiah, when the Canaanites and theMoabites
and the Amorites (Noahʼs son Ham is the father of the Amorites) are discussed in the rest
of the Scriptures, Genesis is the place to turn to get the Bibleʼs theological introduction
and overview of their significance and determinative character. Genesis introduces us
theologically to all the major questions of life. What is mankind? What is marriage?
What is work and rest from work in relation to G-d? In Proverbs it says that wine is a
mocker (20:1). How does the Bible first introduce us to that fact? (Hint: see Gn Chp 9.
Read also Lv 10:8-11; Num 6:1-4; Lk 1:15; Ro 14:21.) How did the evil of polygamy begin?
(Note Gn 4:19 and Lamechʼs overweening desire for both women and violence — see Gn
2:24 on monogamy.) What is sin? What is guilt? Does man have to sin? (See Gn 4:7).
How in the human heart did wickedness begin and proliferate over the earth? How did
it happen that the life-blood was set apart as holy in the beginning, when G-d began to
institute blood sacrifice as a necessary aspect of the faith of Abraham? Where did Moshe
RabbeinuandYosefand theBneiYisroel comefrom? Howdidbondage, especiallybondage
in Egypt, come about? How can spiritual bondage be circumcised and rolled away from
the human heart so that we might be awakened to personal da'as of G-d and become his
true sons? Adam, Abel, Seth, Enosh, Enoch, Noah, Shem, Arphachshad, Shelah, Eber,
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Peleg, Reu, Serug, Nahor, Terah and Abraham show us sons of G-d, whereas the sons of
the Serpent become a brood of “Lamechʼs” swallowed in a flood of wrath. The coming
“Descendant” is the “zera HaIsha (the seed of the woman)” and is also part of the promise
given to Abraham. Ga 3:16 interprets in this Messianic sense Gn 12:7; 13:15; 17:7; 22:18
and 24:7. G-d promised many descendants but the fact that the word ZERA or SPERMA is
singular Rav Sha'ul takes as a Messianic reference, not merely a reference to the nation.
Rav Sha'ul sees the notion of promise, including a promised eschatological covenant (Gn
17:2), as central to the book of Genesis, because the Exodus from Egypt, the conquering
of the land of Israel, the coming of the King Moshiach, and his inheritance of the nations
are all an unfolding of the promise that has its beginning in Genesis (the word “Genesis”
is from a Greek word meaning “origin”). Since a gracious promise from a sovereign G-d
who creates out of nothing negates any notion of salvation through meritorious works-
righteousness, Rav Sha'ul relies on Moses and Habakkuk to say “amen” when Rav Sha'ul
teaches that righteousness was credited to Abrahamʼs faith when Abraham became the
father of all (Jewish people and Gentiles alike) who believe (see Gn 15:6; Dt 7:7-8; 9:4-6;
Hab 2:4). This is the teaching of Moshiach in Yn 6:28-29. Although the book of Genesis
tells us the origin of everything from marriage to polygamy and from the Edomites to
the Sodomites, Rav Sha'ul shows us the most important doctrine that originates from
Genesis, the doctrine of justification by faith alone (Ro 3:28). Important prophecies in
Genesis are these: one descendant of Abraham will bless the nations (see Gn 12:1-4; Isa
49:5-6); Abrahamʼs descendantswill be slaves 400 years in a land not their own (Gn 15:13);
Abrahamʼs descendants will be delivered in the fourth generation (Gn 15:14-16); the land
of Canaan would be given to Abrahamʼs descendants as an inheritance (Gn 15:16-21) and
the promise would be given graciously and miraculously through Yitzchak(Isaac — Gn
17:21; 21:12).

[PARASHAS BERESHIS]
1 In the beginning Elohim bara hashomayim (the heavens) and haaretz (the earth).
2And the earth was tohu vavohu (without form, and void); and darkness was upon the

face of the deep. And the Ruach Elohimwas hovering upon the face of the waters.
3And Elohim said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4AndElohim saw the light, that itwas tov (good); andElohimdivided the ohr (light) from

the choshech (darkness).
5And Elohim called the light Yom (Day), and the darkness He called Lailah (Night). And

the erev (evening) and the boker (morning)were Yom Echad(Day One, the First Day).
6 And Elohim said, Let there be a raki'a (expanse, dome, firmament) in the midst of the

mayim (waters), and let it divide themayim from themayim.
7And Elohim made the raki'a, and divided the waters under the raki'a from the waters

which were above the raki'a; and it was so.
8AndElohimcalled the raki'a Shomayim (Heaven). And theerevand thebokerwereYom

Sheni (Day Two, the Second Day).
9AndElohim said, Let thewaters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place,

and let the yabashah (dry land) appear; and it was so.
10And Elohim called the yabashah Eretz (Earth); and the mikveh (gathering together of

the waters) called He Seas; and Elohim saw that it was tov.
11 And Elohim said, Let the earth bring forth vegetation, the herb yielding zera (seed),

and the fruit tree yielding pri (fruit) after its kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth;
and it was so.

12 And the earth brought forth vegetation, and herb yielding zera (seed) after its kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after its kind; and Elohim saw that it
was tov (good).

13And the erev and the boker were Yom Shlishi (Day Three, the Third Day).*
14And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the raki'a of the heaven to divide the day from

thenight; and let thembe for otot (signs), and formo'adim (seasons), and for yamim (days),
and shanim (years);

1:1 Ps 51:10 1:3 Ps 33:6,9 1:5Mk 16:2 * 1:13 Ex 19:11,15-16; Josh 1:11; Num 19:11-16; Jon 2:1; Hos 6:2; 2Kgs
20:5,8; Ezra 6:15; 1C 15:4,20; Notice on Yom HaShlishi (The Third Day, Gn 1:13) is Yom HaBikkurim of the Bria HaOlam,
the Firstfruits of the Creation of the World; just as Hos 6:2 indicates Yom HaShlishi is the time marker of the Techiyas
HaMesim (Resurrection of the Dead), so Yom HaBikkurim fell on Nisan 16, and became a time marker delineating
the countdown from the Resurrection of Moshiach Nisan 16, 3793 (33 C.E.) to Shavuos, 3793 and the Matan HaTevilah
BeRuachHakodesh. Lv 23:11.
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15And let them be for lights in the raki'a of the heaven to give light upon the earth; and
it was so.

16And Elohimmade two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light
to rule the night; Hemade the kokhavim (stars) also.

17And Elohim set them in the raki'a of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness;

and Elohim saw that it was tov.
19And the erev and the boker were Yom Revi'i (Day Four, the Fourth Day).
20AndElohimsaid, Let thewaters bring forth anabundanceof living creatures, and fowl

that may fly above the earth in the open raki'a of heaven.
21And Elohim created great sea creatures, and every living creature thatmoveth, which

the waters brought forth in abundance, after their kind, and every winged fowl after its
kind; and Elohim saw that it was tov.

22And Elohim blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23And the erev and the boker were Yom Chamishi (Day Five, the Fifth Day).
24 And G-d said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kind, cattle, and

creeping thing, and beast of the earth after its kind; and it was so.
25AndG-dmade thebeast of the earth after its kind, and cattle after their kind, and every

thing that creepeth upon the earth after its kind; and G-d saw that it was tov.
26 And G-d said, Let Us make man in Our tzelem, after Our demut: and let them have

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon ha'aretz (the earth).

27 So G-d created humankind in His own tzelem,
in the tzelem Elohim (image of G-d) created He him;
zachar (male) and nekevah (female) created He them.

28And G-d blessed them, and G-d said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the
earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29And G-d said, Hinei, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face
of kol ha'aretz (all the earth), and every etz (tree), in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding
seed; to you it shall be for food.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for food; and
it was so.

31And G-d saw every thing that He hadmade, and, behold, it was tov me'od (very good).
And the erev and the boker were Yom Shishi (Day Six, the Sixth Day).

2
1Thus HaShomayim and Ha'Aretz were finished, and all the tza'va of them.
2And on YomHaShevi'i ElohimfinishedHisworkwhichHe hadmade; andHe rested on

the YomHaShevi'i from all His work which He hadmade.
3 Vayevarech Elohim et Yom HaShevi'i, and set it apart as kodesh: because that in it

shavat (He had rested) from all His work which bara Elohim (G-d created) andmade.
4 These are the toledot of HaShomayim and of Ha'Aretz when they were created, in the

Yom that HASHEM Elohimmade Eretz v'Shomayim,
5And every plant of the sadeh was not yet in ha'aretz, and every herb of the sadeh had

not yet yitzmach (sprung up);* for HASHEM Elohim had not caused it to rain upon ha'aretz,
and there was not an adam (man) la'avod (to till, to work) haadamah (the ground).

6But there went up amist from ha'aretz, and watered the whole face of the adamah.
7And HASHEM Elohim formed the adam of the aphar min haadamah, and breathed into

his nostrils the nishmat chayyim; and the adam became a nefesh chayyah.
8 And HASHEM Elohim planted a gan (garden) eastward in Eden; and there He put the

adamwhomHe had formed.
9And out of the adamah made HASHEM Elohim to spring up† kol etz (every tree) that is

pleasing to the sight, and tov for food; the Etz HaChayyim (Tree of Life) also in themidst of
the gan (garden), and the Etz HaDa'as Tov v'Rah.‡

* 2:5Moshiach is Tzemach, Zech3:8 † 2:9 SeeGn2:5 ‡ 2:9 SeeGn3:22, i.e., representingmoral autonomy; contrast
Ex 9:20-21 where the Dvar HASHEM is the guide of life, even for Gentiles
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10 And a nahar (river) flowed out of Eden to water the gan (garden); and from there it
divided, and became four headwaters.

11 The shem of the first is Pishon; that is it which winds through the kol eretz Chavilah,
where there is zahav;

12 And the zahav of that land is tov; there is [the gemstone] bedolach and the even
(gemstone) hashoham.§

13And the shemof the secondnahar isGichon; the same is it thatwinds throughkol eretz
Kush.

14And the shem of the third nahar is Chiddekel (Tigris):* that is it which goeth toward
the east of Assyria. And the fourth nahar is Euphrates.

15 And HASHEM Elohim took the adam and put him in the Gan Eden la'avod (to till, to
work) it and to be shomer over it.

16AndHASHEMElohimcommanded theadam, saying,Ofeveryetzof thegan thoumayest
freely eat;

17But of the EtzHaDa'as Tov v'Rah, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the yom that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.†

18And HASHEM Elohim said, It is not tov that the adam should be alone; I will make him
an ezer (a helper) suitable for him.

19 And out of the adamah HASHEM Elohim formed every beast of the sadeh, and every
oph HaShomayim; and brought them unto the adam to see what he would name them;
and whatsoever the adam named kol nefesh chayyah, that was shmo.

20And the adam gave shemot to all behemah, and to the ophHaShomayim, and to every
beast of the sadeh; but for Adam there was not found an ezer for him.

21 And HASHEM Elohim caused a tardemah (deep sleep) to fall upon the adam, and he
slept; andHe took from one of his tzalelot (sides, ribs), and closed up the basar in the place
thereof;

22And the tzela (rib), which HASHEM Elohim had taken from the adam,madeHe an isha,
and brought her unto the adam.

23And the adam said,

This is now etzem of my etzem,
and basar of my basar;
she shall be called Isha,
because she was taken out of Ish.
24 Therefore shall an ish leave his av and his em, and shall cleave unto his isha: and they
shall be basar echad.
25 And they were both arummim (naked ones), the adam and his isha, and were not
ashamed.

3
1Now the Nachash was more arum (cunning, crafty, wiley) than any beast of the sadeh

which HASHEM Elohim hadmade. And he said unto the isha, Really? Hath Elohim said, Ye
shall not eat of kol etz hagan?

2And the isha said unto the Nachash, Wemay eat of the p'ri etz hagan;
3 But of the p'ri haEtz which is in the middle of the gan (garden), Elohim hath said, Ye

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.*
4And the Nachash said unto the isha, Ye shall not surely die;
5 For Elohim doth know that in the yom ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened,

and ye shall be like Elohim, knowing tov and rah.
6And when the isha saw that HaEtz was tov for food, and that it was delight to the eyes,

and HaEtz to be coveted tomake one have seichel, she took of the p'ri thereof, and did eat,
and gave also unto her ish with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were eirummim
(naked ones); and they sewed aleh te'enah (fig leaves) together, and made themselves
khagorot (loin covering girdles).

8And they heard the kol of HASHEM Elohimwalking in the gan in the cool of the day; and
HaAdam and his isha hid from the presence of HASHEM Elohim amongst the etz hagan.†

9And HASHEM Elohim called unto HaAdam, and said unto him,Where art thou?

§ 2:12 this onyx gemstone is used in the construction of the Kohen Gadolʼs Bigdei HaKodesh * 2:14 See Dan 10:4
† 2:17 1C 15:22; Ro 7:10 * 3:3Mk 7:8 † 3:8 Ro 5:12-21.
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10 And he said, I heard Thy voice in the gan (garden), and I was afraid, because I was
eirom (naked); and so I hid.

11And He said, Who told thee that thou wast eirom (naked)? Hast thou eaten of HaEtz,
which I commanded thee that thou not eat thereof?

12And HaAdam said, The isha whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of HaEtz,
and I did eat.

13AndHASHEM Elohim said unto the isha,What is this that thou hast done? And the isha
said, The Nachash beguiledme, and I did eat.

14And HASHEM Elohim said unto the Nachash,

Because thou hast done this,
thou art arur (cursed) above kol habehemah,
and above every beast of the sadeh;
upon thy gakhon (belly) shalt thou go,
and aphar shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life;
15And I will put eivah‡ between thee and HaIsha,§
and between thy zera and her Zera;
He shall crush thy rosh,
and thou shalt strike His akev (heel).

16Unto HaIsha He said,
I will greatly multiply thy itzavon ([labor] pain) and thy childbearing;
in pain thou shalt bring forth banim;
and thy teshukah (longing, desire) shall be to thy husband,
and he shall rule over thee.

17And unto AdamHe said,
Because thou paid heed unto the voice of thy isha,
and hast eaten of HaEtz,
of which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it,
arurah (cursed) is haadamah because of thee;
in itzavon*(pain, suffering) shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
18Kotz also and dardar shall it bring forth to thee;
and thou shalt eat the esev of the sadeh;
19 In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat lechem,
till thou return unto haadamah;
for out of it wast thou taken;
for aphar thou art,
and unto aphar shalt thou return.

20 And HaAdam called the shem of his isha Chavah (Eve); because she was the Em kol
chai.

21 Unto Adam also and to his isha did HASHEM Elohim make kesonos ohr, and clothed
them.

22And HASHEM Elohim said, See, HaAdam is become like one of Us, knowing tov v'rah;
and now, lest he put forth his yad, and take also of HaEtz HaChayyim, and eat, and chai
l'olam (live forever);

23ThereforeHASHEMElohim sent him forth from theGanEden, towork haadamah from
which place he was taken.

24 So He drove out HaAdam; and He placed miKedem (at the east) of the Gan Eden
HaKeruvim, and a flaming cherev which was ever-turning, to be shomer over the Derech
Etz HaChayyim.†

4
1And HaAdam knew Chavah (Eve) his isha; and she conceived, and bore Kayin (Cain),

and said, Kaniti (I have acquired) ish with HASHEM.
2And again she bore his ach Hevel (Abel).
And Hevel was a ro'eh tzon, but Kayin was an oved adamah (tiller of soil).

‡ 3:15 enmity, Midrash Rabbah 23:5 § 3:15 SeeHaAlmah, Isa 7:14 * 3:17 itzavon see verse 16 † 3:24 theWay
of the Tree of Life, see Yn 14:6 on Derech
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3And in ketz yamim it came to pass, that Kayin brought of the p'ri haadamah aminchah
unto HASHEM.

4And Hevel, he also brought of the bechorot of his tzon and of the chelev thereof. And
HASHEM regarded [with favor, respect] unto Hevel and to his minchah:

5But unto Kayin and to his minchah He had not regard. And Kayin was very angry, and
his countenance fell.

6AndHASHEM said unto Kayin,Why art thou angry? Andwhy is thy countenance fallen?
7 If thou doest right, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not right, chattat is

lurking at the petach. And unto thee shall be its teshukah (desire), and thoumust rule over
it.

8And Kayin talked with Hevel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the
sadeh, that Kayin rose up against Hevel his brother, and killed him.

9AndHASHEM said unto Kayin,Where is Hevel thy brother? And he said, I knownot; am
I shomer achi (my brotherʼs keeper)?

10 And He said, What hast thou done? The voice of thy brotherʼs dahm crieth unto Me
from haadamah.

11 And now art thou arur (cursed) from haadamah, which hath opened her mouth to
receive thy brotherʼs dahm from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest haadamah, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her ko'ach
(strength); na (restless fugitive) vanad (and awanderer, nomad) shalt thou be in ha'aretz.

13And Kayin said unto HASHEM, My avon (iniquity, punishment for guilt) is greater than I
can bear.

14See, Thou hast drivenme out this day from the face of the adamah; and from Thy face
shall I be hidden and I shall be a na (restless fugitive) vanad (and a wanderer, nomad) in
ha'aretz; and it shall come to pass, that whoever findethme shall kill me.

15 And HASHEM said unto him, Therefore whoever killeth Kayin, vengeance shall be
taken onhim sevenfold. AndHASHEMplaced an ot (mark)uponKayin, so that nonefinding
him should kill him.

16AndKayinwentout fromthepresenceofHASHEM, anddwelt inEretzNod, east ofEden.
17And Kayin knew his isha; and she conceived, and bore Chanokh (Enoch); and he built

an ir (city), and called the shem of the ir, after the shem beno, Chanokh (Enoch).
18 And unto Chanokh (Enoch) was born Irad; and Irad fathered Mechuyael; and

Mechuyael fatheredMetushael; andMetushael fathered Lamech.
19And Lamech took unto him two nashim; the shem of the one was Adah, and the shem

of the second Tzilah.
20And Adah bore Yaval; he was the av of such as dwell in ohel, and havemikneh.
21And his brotherʼs shemwas Yuval; he was the av of all such as play kinnor (harp) and

ugav (flute).
22And Tzilah, she also bore Tuval-Kayin, a forger of every cutting tool of nechoshet and

barzel; and the achot of Tuval-Kayin was Na'amah.
23And Lamech said unto his wives,

Adah and Tzilah, Hear my voice;
ye wives of Lamech, give heed to my speech;
for I have slain an ish for mywounding,
and a yeled for my chabburah.*
24 If Kayin (Cain) shall be avenged sevenfold,
truly Lamech seventy and seven times over.

25And Adam knew his isha again; and she bore a ben, and called shmo Shet; for Elohim,
said she, hath appointedme another zera in place of Hevel, whomKayin killed.

26And to Shet, to him also there was born a ben; and he called shmo Enosh; then began
men to call upon the Shem of HASHEM.

5
1This is the Sefer ToldotAdam. In the yom that barahElohimAdam, in thedemutElohim

Hemade him;
2 Zachar and nekevah He created them; and blessed them, and called the shem of them

“Adam,” in the yomwhen they were created.
3And Adam lived a hundred and thirty shanah and fathered in his own demut and after

his tzelem (image) and called shmo Shet:

* 4:23 See Ga 6:17
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4And the days of Adamafter he had fathered Shetwere shemonehme'ot shanah; and he
fathered banim and banot:

5And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty shanah: and he died.
6And Shet lived a hundred and five shanah, and fathered Enosh;
7And Shet lived after he fathered Enosh eight hundred and seven shanah, and fathered

banim and banot:
8And all the days of Shet were nine hundred and twelve shanah; and he died.
9And Enosh lived ninety shanah, and fathered Kenan;
10 And Enosh lived after he fathered Kenan eight hundred and fifteen shanah, and

fathered banim and banot;
11And all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five shanim; and he died.
12And Kenan lived seventy shanah and fatheredMahalal'el;
13 And Kenan lived after he fathered Mahalal'el eight hundred and forty shanah, and

fathered banim and banot;
14And all the days of Kenanwere nine hundred and ten shanim; and he died.
15AndMahalal'el lived sixty and five shanah, and fathered Yered;
16 And Mahalal'el lived after he fathered Yered eight hundred and thirty shanah, and

fathered banim and banot;
17Andall the days ofMahalal'elwere eight hundredninety andfive shanah; andhedied.
18And Yered lived a hundred sixty and two shanah, and he fathered Chanokh (Enoch):
19 And Yered lived after he fathered Chanokh (Enoch) eight hundred shanah, and

fathered banim and banot;
20And all the days of Yered were nine hundred sixty and two shanah; and he died.
21And Chanokh lived sixty and five shanah, and fatheredMetushelach;
22 And Chanokh walked with HaElohim after he fathered Metushelach three hundred

shanah, and fathered banim and banot;
23And all the days of Chanokhwere three hundred sixty and five shanah;
24And Chanokhwalked with HaElohim; and he was not; for Elohim took him.
25AndMetushelach lived a hundred eighty and seven shanah, and fathered Lamech.
26 And Metushelach lived after he fathered Lamech seven hundred eighty and two

shanah, and fathered banim and banot;
27 And all the days of Metushelach were nine hundred sixty and nine shanah; and he

died.
28And Lamech lived a hundred eighty and two shanah and fathered ben;
29 And he called shmo Noach, saying, Zeh yenachamenu (this shall comfort us) in our

work and toil of our hands, because of the adamahwhich HASHEM hath cursed.
30And Lamech lived after he fathered Noach five hundred ninety and five shanah, and

fathered banim and banot;
31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven shanah; and he

died.
32AndNoachwas five hundred years old; and Noach fathered Shem, Cham, and Yephet.

6
1And it came to pass, when HaAdam began to multiply on the face of ha'adamah, and

banot were born unto them,
2 That the bnei HaElohim saw the banot HaAdam that they were tovot; and they took

them nashim of all which they chose.
3AndHASHEM said, My Ruach [Hakodesh] shall not always strive with Adam, for that he

also is basar: yet his yamim shall be a hundred and twenty shanah.
4 HaNefilim were on ha'aretz in those yamim; and also after that, when the bnei

HaElohim came in unto the banot HaAdam, and they bore children to them, the same
became gibborimwhich were of old, men of renown.

5And HASHEM saw that the wickedness of HaAdamwas great in ha'aretz and that every
yetzer (inclination) of themachshevot (thoughts) of his levwas only rah (evil) continually.*

6And HASHEM relented that He had made HaAdam on ha'aretz, and He was grieved in
His lev.

7 And HASHEM said, I will wipe out HaAdam whom I have created from the face of
ha'adamah; both Adam, and Behemah, and the Remes and the Oph HaShomayim; for I
relent that I havemade them.

8But Noach found chen (grace, unmerited favor) in the eyes of HASHEM.

* 6:5 Ro 7:18
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[NOACH]
9These are the toldot of Noach; Noachwas an ish tzaddik and tamim among those of his

time, and Noachʼs halachah was with HaElohim.
10And Noach fathered three banim: Shem, Cham, and Yephet.
11Ha'aretz also was corrupt before HaElohim, and ha'aretz was filled with chamas.
12 And Elohim looked upon ha'aretz, and, hinei, it was corrupt; for kol basar had

corrupted his derech upon ha'aretz.
13AndElohimsaiduntoNoach, Theketz (end)of kol basar is comebeforeMe; forha'aretz

is filled with chamas because of them; and, hineni, I will destroy themwith ha'aretz.
14Make thee a tevah (ark) of gopherwood; rooms shalt thoumake in the tevah (ark), and

shalt coat it within and without with tar.
15And this is how thou shalt build it: the length of the tevah (ark) shall be three hundred

cubits, the width of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
16A roof shalt thou make to the tevah (ark), and thou shalt finish it to a cubit from the

top; and the petach of the tevah (ark) shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second,
and third decks shalt thoumake it.

17And, hineni, I, even I, do bring amabbul of waters upon ha'aretz, to destroy kol basar,
wherein is the ruach chayyim, from under Shomayim; and everything that is in ha'aretz
shall perish.

18 And then with thee will I establish My brit (covenant); and thou shalt come into the
tevah (ark), thou, and thy banim, and thy isha, and the nashim of thy banimwith thee.

19And of every living thing of kol basar, two of every kind shalt thou bring into the tevah
(ark), to keep them alive with thee; they shall be zachar and nekevah.

20Ofbirds after their kind, andofbehemahafter their kind, of every remesofha'adamah
after its kind, two of every kind shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it
shall be for ochel for thee, and for them.

22Thus did Noach; according to all that Elohim commanded him, so did he.

7
1And HASHEM said unto Noach, Come thou and all thy bais into the tevah (ark); for thee

have I found tzaddik before Me in dor hazeh.
2Of every behemah hatehorah thou shalt take to thee by sevens; themale and his mate;

and of behemah that are not tehorah by two, themale and his mate.
3 Of also Oph HaShomayim by sevens, the zachar and the nekevah; to keep zera alive

upon the face of kol ha'aretz.
4For shivah yamim from now, and I will cause it to rain upon ha'aretz arba'im yom and

arba'im lailah; and every living creature that I havemadewill I wipe out fromoff the p'nei
ha'adamah.

5And Noach did according unto all that HASHEM commanded him.
6And Noach was sheshme'ot shanahwhen themabbul waters were upon ha'aretz.
7And Noach entered in, and his banim, and his isha, and nashim of his banimwith him,

into the tevah (ark), because of the waters of themabbul.
8 Of behemah hatehorah, and of behemah that are not tehorah, and of haoph, and of

every thing that creepeth upon ha'adamah,
9 There went in shnayim shnayim unto Noach into the tevah (ark), the zachar and the

nekevah, as Elohim had commanded Noach.
10And it came to pass after shivat hayamim, that the waters of the mabbul were upon

ha'aretz.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noachʼs life, in the second month, the seventeenth day

of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the
floodgates of Shomayimwere opened.

12And the geshemwas upon ha'aretz arba'im yom and arba'im lailah.
13On that very yom entered Noach, and Shem, and Cham, and Yephet, the bnei Noach,

and Noachʼs isha, and the three nashim of his banimwith them, into the tevah (ark);
14 They, and every beast after its kind, and kol habehemah after their kind, and every

remes that crawls upon ha'aretz after its kind, and kol haoph after its kind, every bird of
every sort.

15 And they went in unto Noach into the tevah (ark), shnayim shnayim of kol habasar,
wherein is the ruach chayyim.

16 And they that went in, went in zachar and nekevah of kol basar, as Elohim had
commanded him; then HASHEM shut him in.
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17And themabbul was arba'im yom upon ha'aretz; and the waters increased, and lifted
up the tevah (ark), and it rose above ha'aretz.

18 And the waters rose, and were increased greatly upon ha'aretz; and the tevah (ark)
floated upon the face of the waters.

19And thewaters rose exceedingly upon ha'aretz; and all the high hills, that were under
kol HaShomayim, were covered.

20Fifteen cubits upward did the waters rise; and the harimwere covered.
21And kol basar perished that moved upon ha'aretz, both of Oph, and of Behemah, and

of Beast, and of every Swarming Thing that swarms upon ha'aretz, and kol haadam;
22All in whose nostrils was the ruach chayyim, of all that was in the dry land, perished.
23And every living creature was wiped out which was upon the p'nei haadamah, both

Adam, and Behemah, and the Remes, and the OphHaShomayim; and theywerewiped out
from ha'aretz: and Noach only remained alive, and they that were with him in the tevah
(ark).

24And the waters flooded upon ha'aretz a hundred and fifty days.

8
1And Elohim remembered Noach, and every living thing, and all the behemah that was

with him in the tevah (ark); and Elohimmade a ruach to pass over ha'aretz, and thewaters
subsided;

2 The ma'ayanot (springs) also of the tehom and the floodgates of Shomayim were
stopped, and the geshem from Shomayimwas restrained;

3And thewaters receded from on ha'aretz continually; and after the end of the hundred
and fifty days the waters were abated.

4And the tevah (ark) rested in the seventhmonth, on the seventeenth day of themonth,
upon themountains of Ararat.

5And thewaters decreased continually until the tenthmonth; in the tenthmonth, on the
first day of themonth, were the rashei heharim seen.

6And it came to pass at the end of arba'im yom, that Noach opened the chalon (window)
of the tevah (ark)which he hadmade;

7And he sent forth the orev (raven), which went forth to and fro, until the waters were
dried up from off ha'aretz.

8Also he sent forth a yonah (dove) from him, to see if the waters were abated from off
the face of the adamah;

9But the yonah foundnomanoach (placeof rest) for the sole of her foot, and she returned
untohim into the tevah, for thewaterswereon thep'nei kol ha'aretz; thenhe reached forth
his yad, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the tevah (ark).

10And hewaited yet another shivat yamim; and again he sent forth the yonah out of the
tevah (ark);

11And the yonah returned to him in the erev; and, hinei, in her beak was a zayit (olive)
leaf freshly plucked; so Noach had da'as that themayimwere abated from off ha'aretz.

12And he waited yet another shivat yamim; and sent forth the yonah; which returned
not unto him again.

13And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day
of themonth, themayimweredriedup fromoffha'aretz; andNoach removed themikhseh
(covering) of the tevah (ark), and looked, and, hinei, the surface of the adamahwas dry.

14And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was ha'aretz
dry.

15And Elohim spoke unto Noach, saying,
16Go forth of the tevah (ark), thou, and thy isha, and thy banim, and the nashim of thy

banimwith thee.
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of kol basar, both of bird,

and of behemah, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon ha'aretz; that they may
multiply abundantly on ha'aretz, and be fruitful, and increase upon ha'aretz.

18And Noachwent forth, and his banim, and his isha, and the nashim of his banimwith
him;

19 Every animal, every remes, and every bird, and whatsoever creepeth upon ha'aretz,
after their kinds, went forth out of the tevah (ark).

20 And Noach built a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM; and took of every behemah hatehorah,
and of kol haoph hatahor, and offered olot (burnt offerings) on theMizbe'ach.

21AndHASHEMsmelleda re'achhannichoach; andHASHEMsaid inHis lev, Iwill not again
curse the adamahanymore ba'avur (because of)haAdam; for the yetzer of the lev haAdam
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is rah from his ne'urim (youth, childhood); neither will I again strike anymore every thing
living, as I have done.

22While ha'aretz remaineth,
zera (seedtime) and katzir (harvest),
and kor (cold) and chom (heat),
and kayitz (summer) and choref (winter),
and yom and lailah, shall not cease.

9
1 Vayevarech Elohim et Noach and his banim, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and

multiply, and replenish ha'aretz.
2And the fear of youand thedreadof you shall beuponeverybeast of ha'aretz, andupon

every bird of the air, upon all that moveth upon ha'adamah, and upon all the dagim of the
yam; into your yad are they delivered.

3Every remes that liveth shall be food for you; even as the yarok esev (green plant) have
I given you all.

4But basar with the nefesh thereof, which is the dahm thereof, shall ye not eat.
5And surely your dahm of your nefeshot will I require; at the hand of every beast will

I require it, and at the yad haAdam; at the hand of every manʼs brother will I require the
nefesh haAdam.

6 Shofech dahm (one who sheddethmanʼs blood),
by man shall his dahm be shed;
for in the tzelem Elohim
made Heman.

7And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly on ha'aretz, and multiply
therein.

8And Elohim spoke unto Noach, and to his banimwith him, saying,
9And I, hineni, I establish My brit (covenant)with you, and with your zera after you;
10Andwith kol nefesh that is with you, of the bird, of the behemah, and of every animal

of ha'aretz with you; from kol yotzei hatevah (all that go out of the ark), to every creature
of ha'aretz.

11And I will establishMy brit (covenant)with you, neither shall kol basar yikaret (be cut
off, violently killed) anymore by thewaters of themabbul; neither shall there be anymore
mabbul l'shacheit (to destroy) ha'aretz.

12 And Elohim said, This is the ot (sign) of the brit (covenant) which I make between
Me and you and every nefesh chayyah (living creature) that is with you, for dorot olam
(perpetual generations);

13 I do set My keshet (bow) in the anan (cloud), and it shall be for an ot brit between Me
and ha'aretz.

14And it shall come to pass, when I bring an anan over ha'aretz, that the keshet be'anan
(rainbow) shall be seen;

15And I will remember My brit, which is between Me and you and kol nefesh chayyah
of kol basar; and the waters shall no more become a mabbul (flood) l'shacheit (to destroy)
kol basar.

16And the keshet shall be in the anan; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the
brit olam between Elohim and kol nefesh chayyah of kol basar that is upon ha'aretz.

17And Elohim said unto Noach, This is the ot habrit, which I have established between
Me and kol basar that is upon ha'aretz.

18And the bnei Noach, that went forth of the tevah, were Shem, and Cham, and Yephet;
and Cham is the av of Kena'an (Canaan).

19 Shloshah (Three) are the bnei Noach; and of themwas the kol ha'aretz populated.
20And Noach began to be an ish ha'adamah (a man of the soil), and he planted a kerem

(vineyard);
21 And he drank of the yayin, and became shikker (intoxicated); and he lay uncovered

inside his ohel.
22 And Cham, the av of Kena'an, saw the erom (nakedness) of his av, and told his two

achim on the outside.
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23 And Shem and Yephet took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and
walked backward, and covered the eromof their av; and their faceswere turned the other
way, and they saw not the erom of their av.

24And Noach awoke from his yayin, and had da'as of what his ben katan had done unto
him.

25And he said,

Arur (cursed) be Kena'an;
an eved of avadim shall he be unto his achim.

26And he said,

Baruch HASHEM Elohei Shem;
and Kena'an shall be his eved.
27Elohim shall enlarge Yephet,
and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem;
and Kena'an shall be his eved.

28And Noach lived after themabbul three hundred and fifty years.
29And all the days of Noach were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died.

10
1Now these are the toldot of the Bnei Noach: Shem, Cham, and Yephet; and unto them

were banim born after themabbul (flood).
2The Bnei Yephet: Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Yavan, and Tuval, and Meshech,

and Tiras.
3And the Bnei Gomer: Ashkenaz, and Riphat, and Togarmah.
4And the Bnei Yavan: Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.
5 By these were the coastlands of the Goyim divided in their lands; every one after his

leshon, after their mishpechot, in their Goyim.
6And the Bnei Cham: Cush, andMitzrayim, and Put, and Kena'an.
7And the Bnei Cush: Seva, and Chavilah, and Savtah, and Ra'amah, and Savtecha; and

the Bnei Raamah: Sheva, and Dedan.
8And Cush fathered Nimrod; he began to be a gibbor in ha'aretz.
9He was a gibbor, a hunter before HASHEM; therefore it is said, like Nimrod the gibbor,

the hunter before HASHEM.
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Bavel, and Erech, and Akkad, and Calneh, in

Eretz Shinar.
11Outof that landhewent forth toAshur, andbuiltNineveh, andRechovot-Ir, andKelach,
12And Resen between Nineveh and Kelach; the same is haIr Hagedolah.
13AndMitzrayim fathered Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehavim, and Naphtuchim,
14 And Patrusim, and Casluchim, out of whom came Pelishtim (Philistines), and Caph-

torim.
15And Kena'an fathered Tzidon his bechor, and Chet,
16And the Yevusi, and the Emori, and the Girgashi,
17And the Chivi, and the Arki, and the Sini,
18And the Arvadi, and the Tzemari, and the Chamati; and afterward were the mishpe-

chot haKena'ani spread abroad.
19And theboundaryof theKena'aniwas fromTzidon, as thou comest toGerar, untoAzah

(Gaza); as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Amora (Gomorrah), and Admah, and Tzevoyim,
even unto Lesha.

20 These are the Bnei Cham, after their mishpechot, after their leshonot, in their
territories, and in their Goyim.

21Also unto Shem avi kol Bnei Ever, and the older brother of Yephet, even to him were
offspring born.

22The Bnei Shem: Eilam, and Ashur, and Arpachshad, and Lud, and Aram.
23And Bnei Aram: Utz, and Chul, and Geter, andMash.
24And Arpachshad fathered Shelach; and Shelach fathered Ever.
25And unto Ever were born two banim: the shem of one was Peleg; for in his days was

ha'aretz divided; and his brotherʼs shemwas Yoktan.
26And Yoktan fathered Almodad, and Sheleph, and Chatzarmavet, and Yerach,
27And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,
28And Oval, and Avimael, and Sheva,
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29And Ophir, and Chavilah, and Yovav; all these were the Bnei Yoktan.
30And theirmoshav (dwelling)was fromMesha, as thougoest unto Sepharharhakedem.
31These are the Bnei Shem, after their mishpechot, according to their leshonot, in their

territories, after their Goyim.
32These are the mishpechot of the Bnei Noach, after their toldot, in their Goyim; and by

these were the Goyim divided/separated in ha'aretz after themabbul.

11
1And the kol HaAretz was of one language and of devarim achadim (commonwords).
2 And it came to pass, as they migrated from the east, that they found a plain in Eretz

Shinar; and they dwelt there.
3And they said one to another, Come, let us make brick, and bake them thoroughly. And

they had brick for even (stone), and bitumen had they for mortar.
4And they said, Come, let us build us an Ir andaMigdal,whose rosh (top)mayreachunto

Shomayim; and let us make us a shem, otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the
face of kol HaAretz.

5And HASHEM came down to see the Ir and theMigdal, which Bnei HaAdam built.
6And HASHEM said, See, the Am is echad and they have all one language; and this they

begin to do; andnownothingwill be impossible for them,which they have proposed to do.
7Come, let Us go down, and there confuse their sefat, that theymay not understand one

anotherʼs language.
8 So HASHEM scattered them abroad from there upon the face of kol Ha'Aretz; and they

left off building the Ir.
9Therefore is the shemof it calledBavel; becauseHASHEMdid there confuse the language

of kol Ha'Aretz; and from there did HASHEM scatter them abroad upon the face of kol
Ha'Aretz.

10Theseare the toldot of Shem: Shemwasahundredyearsold, and fatheredArpachshad
two years after themabbul;

11 And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad five hundred shanah, and fathered
banim and banot.

12And Arpachshad lived five and thirty shanah, and fathered Shelach;
13And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelach four hundred and three shanim, and

fathered banim and banot.
14And Shelach lived thirty shanah, and fathered Ever;
15AndShelach livedafterhe fatheredEver fourhundredand three shanah, and fathered

banim and banot.
16And Ever lived four and thirty shanah, and fathered Peleg;
17And Ever lived after he fathered Peleg four hundred and thirty shanah, and fathered

banim and banot.
18And Peleg lived thirty shanah, and fathered Reu;
19 And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu two hundred and nine shanim, and fathered

banim and banot.
20And Reu lived two and thirty shanah, and fathered Serug;
21And Reu lived after he fathered Serug two hundred and seven shanim, and fathered

banim and banot.
22And Serug lived thirty shanah, and fathered Nachor;
23And Serug lived after he fathered Nachor two hundred shanah, and fathered banim

and banot.
24And Nachor lived nine and twenty shanah, and fathered Terach;
25 And Nachor lived after he fathered Terach a hundred and nineteen shanah, and

fathered banim and banot.
26And Terach lived seventy shanah, and fathered Avram, Nachor, and Haran.
27 Now these are the toldot Terach: Terach fathered Avram, Nachor, and Haran; and

Haran fathered Lot.
28And Haran died before his av Terach in the land of his birth, in Ur Kasdim.
29And Avram and Nachor took them nashim: the shem eshet Avramwas Sarai; and the

shem eshet Nachor wasMilcah, the bat Haran Avi Milcah, and Avi Yiskah.
30But Sarai was barren; she had no child.
31And Terach took Avram bno, and ben bno Lot ben Haran, and Sarai his shnur, eshet

Avram bno; and they went forth with them from Ur Kasdim, to go into Eretz Kena'an; and
they came unto Charan (Haran), and dwelt there.
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32And the days of Terachwere twohundred andfive shanim; and Terach died in Charan
(Haran).

12
[LEKH LEKHA]

1Now HASHEM had said unto Avram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from the bais avicha, unto ha'aretz that I will show thee;

2 So that I will make of thee a goy gadol (great nation), so that I will bless thee, andmake
thy shem great; and so thou shalt be a brocha (blessing);

3And Iwill bless theoneblessingyou, andcursehim that curses you; andkolmishpochot
haadamah shall be blessed through you.*

4 So Avram departed as HASHEM had told him; and Lot went with him; and Avram was
seventy and five years old when he departed out of Charan.

5And Avram took Sarai his isha, and Lot his brotherʼs son, and all their possessions that
they had amassed, and the nefesh that they had gotten in Charan; and they went forth to
go into the land of Kena'an; and they arrived in the land of Kena'an.

6And Avram passed through the land unto themakom Shechem, unto ElonMoreh. And
the Kena'ani was then in ha'aretz.

7And HASHEM appeared unto Avram, and said, Unto thy zera will I give ha'aretz hazot:
and there built he amizbe'ach unto HASHEM,Who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from there unto the harah mikedem Beit-El, and pitched his tent,
having Beit-El on thewest, andAi on the east; and there he built aMizbe'ach untoHASHEM,
and called upon the Shem of HASHEM.

9And Avram journeyed, going on still toward the Negev.
10 And there was a ra'av in the land; and Avram went down into Mitzrayim to sojourn

there; for the ra'av was severe in ha'aretz.
11And it came topass,whenhewas about to enter intoMitzrayim, that he saidunto Sarai

his isha, Hinei now, I know that thou art an isha yafeh to look upon;
12Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say,

This is his isha; and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive.
13 Say, now, thou art my achot; that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my nefesh

shall live on account of thee.
14And it came to pass, that, whenAvramwas come intoMitzrayim, the Egyptians beheld

the isha that she was yafehme'od.
15The sarim of Pharaoh also saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh; and the isha

was taken into Bais Pharaoh.
16And he treated Avram well for her sake: and he acquired sheep and oxen, and male

donkeys, and avadim, and shfachot, and female donkeys, and camels.
17 And HASHEM plagued Pharaoh and his Bais with nega'im gedolim because of Sarai

eshet Avram.
18And Pharaoh summoned Avram and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me?

Why didst thou not tell me that she was thy isha?
19 Why saidst thou, She is my achot? So I might have taken her to me to wife; now

therefore, hinei, thy wife, take her, and go!
20And Pharaoh commanded his anashim concerning him; and they sent him away, and

his isha, and all that he had.

13
1AndAvramwent up out ofMitzrayim, he, and his isha, and all that he had, and Lotwith

him, into the Negev.
2And Avramwas very rich in cattle, in kesef, and in zahav.
3Andhewent onhis journeys from theNegev even to Beit-El, unto themakomwhere his

ohel had been at the beginning, between Beit-El and Ai;
4Unto themakomof theMizbe'ach,whichhehadbuilt there at thefirst; and thereAvram

called on the Shem of HASHEM.
5And Lot also, which walked with Avram, had tzon, and herds, and ohalim.
6 And ha'aretz was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together; for their

rechush was rav, so that they could not dwell together.

* 12:3 There is a brocha in this verse that many do not know but that every true follower of Moshiach should know.
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7And there was a riv between the ro'im of the herd of Avram and the ro'im of the herd
of Lot; and the Kena'ani and the Perizzi dwelt then in ha'aretz.

8 And Avram said unto Lot, Let there be no merivah now between me and thee, and
betweenmy ro'im and thy ro'im; for we are achim.

9 Is not the kol ha'aretz before thee? Separate thyself, now, fromme; if thouwilt take the
left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the
left.

10And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Yarden, that it was well watered
everywhere, before HASHEM destroyed Sodom and Amora, even as the Gan HASHEM, like
Eretz Mitzrayim, as you go to Tzoar.

11Then Lot chose for himall the plain of Yarden; and Lot journeyedmikedem (east); and
they separated themselves the one from his brother.

12Avramdwelled in Eretz Kena'an, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched
his ohel toward Sodom.

13But themen of Sodomwere ra'im and chatta'im before HASHEM exceedingly.
14AndHASHEMsaiduntoAvram, after thatLotwas separated fromhim, Lift upnowthine

eyes, and look from themakomwhere thou art northward, and southward and eastward,
and westward:

15For kol ha'aretzwhich thou seest, to theewill I give it, and to thy zera ad olam (forever).
16And Iwill make thy zera as the dust of ha'aretz; so that if aman can number the aphar

of ha'aretz, then shall thy zera also be numbered.
17Arise, walk through ha'aretz in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it

unto thee.
18 Then Avram moved his ohel, and came and dwelt in Elonei Mamre, which is in

Chevron, and built there aMizbe'ach unto HASHEM.

14
1And it came to pass in the yamim of Amraphel Melech Shinar,* AryochMelech Ellasar,

KedorlaomerMelech Eilam, and Tidal Melech Goyim;
2That thesemademilchamahwith BeraMelech Sodom, andwith BirshaMelech Amora

(Gomorrah), Shinav Melech Admah, and Shemever Melech Tzevoyim, and the Melech of
Bela, which is Tzoar.

3All these were joined together in the Valley of Siddimwhich is the YamHaMelach.†
4Twelve shanah they served Kedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
5And in the fourteenth year came Kedorlaomer, and the melachim that were with him,

and they defeated the Repha'im in Ashterot Karnayim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the
Emim in Shaveh-Kiryatayim,

6And the Chori in their Mt Se'ir, as far as Eil-Paran, which is near themidbar.
7 And they turned, and came to Ein Mishpat, which is Kadesh, and conquered all the

country of the Amaleki, and also the Emori, that dwelt in Chatzetzon-Tamar.
8 And there went out the Melech Sodom, and the Melech Amora (Gomorrah), and the

Melech Admah, and the Melech Tzevoyim, and the Melech Bela (that is, Tzoar); and they
joined inmilchamahwith them in the Valley of Siddim;

9With KedorlaomerMelech Eilam, andwith TidalMelech Goyim, andAmraphelMelech
Shinar, and AryochMelech Ellasar; four melachim against five.

10 And the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits; and the Melech Sodom and Amora
(Gomorrah) they fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to themountain.

11And they took all the possessions of SodomandAmora (Gomorrah), and all their ochel,
and went their way.

12And they took Lot, Avramʼs brotherʼs son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his possessions,
and departed.

13And there came one that had escaped, and told Avram HaIvri; for he dwelt in Elonei
Mamre the Emori, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner; and these were Ba'alei Brit
Avram.

14AndwhenAvramheard that his brotherwas taken captive, he armedhis trainedmen,
born in his own bais, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them as far as Dan.

15And he divided himself against them, he and his avadim, by lailah, and routed them,
and pursued them as far as Chovah, which is on the left hand (north) of Damascus.

16And he recovered all the possessions, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his
possessions, and the nashim also, and the people.

* 14:1 i.e., Babylon † 14:3 i.e., Dead Sea
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17 And the Melech Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the defeat of
Kedorlaomer, and of the melachim that were with him, at the Valley of Shaveh, which is
the Valley of the King.

18 And Malki-Tzedek Melech Shalem brought forth lechem and yayin and he was the
kohen of El Elyon.‡

19And he blessed him, and said,

Baruch Avram by El Elyon,
Possessor of Shomayim va'Aretz;
20And baruch El Elyon,
Who hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.

And he gave himma'aser (tithe) of all.
21And theMelech Sodom said unto Avram, Giveme the nefesh and keep the possessions

for thyself.
22 And Avram said to the Melech Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand unto HASHEM, El

Elyon Possessor of Shomayim va'Aretz,
23That I will not take from a thread even to the thong of a sandal, and that I will not take

any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I havemade Avram rich;
24Save only that which the youngmen have eaten, and the chelek of the anashimwhich

went withme, Aner, Eshcol, andMamre; let them take their chelek.

15
1After these things theDevarHASHEMcameuntoAvram inamakhazeh, saying, Fearnot,

Avram; I am thymogen, and thy exceeding great sachar (reward).
2And Avram said, Adonoi HASHEM, what wilt Thou give me, since I go childless, and the

BenMeshek of my Bais is this Eli'ezer of Damesek (Damascus)?
3And Avram said, See, to me Thou hast given no zera; and, hinei, one born in my bais is

my yoresh (heir).
4And, hinei, the Devar HASHEM came unto him saying, This shall not be thy yoresh; but

he that shall come forth out of thine own body shall be thy yoresh.
5And He brought him forth outside, and said, Look now toward Shomayim, and count

the kokhavim, if thou be able to number them; and He said unto him, So shall thy zera be.
6 And he believed in HASHEM; and He credited [emunah (faith)] to him as tzedakah

(righteousness).
7And He said unto him, I am HASHEMWho brought thee out of Ur Kasdim, to give thee

ha'aretz hazot to be the yoresh of it.
8And he said, Adonoi HASHEM, how can I have da'as that I will be its yoresh?
9AndHe said unto him, BringMe a heifermeshuleshet, and a she goatmeshuleshet, and

a rammeshulash, and a dove, and a pigeon.
10And he brought unto Him all these, and divided them in two, and laid each half one

opposite another; but the birds divided he not.
11Andwhen the birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, Avram drove them away.
12 And when the shemesh was going down, a tardemah fell upon Avram; and, hinei, a

horror of great darkness fell upon him.
13And HASHEM said unto Avram, Know of a surety that thy zera shall be a ger in a land

not their own, and will serve them; and they will mistreat them arbame'ot shanah;
14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and afterward shall they

come out with rechush gadol (great substance).
15And thou shalt go to thy avot in shalom; thou shalt be buried at a good old age.
16But in the fourth generation they shall come back here again; for the avon (iniquity) of

the Emori (Amorite) is not yet full.
17 And it came to pass, that, when the shemesh went down, and it was dark, hinei a

smoking fire-pot, and a blazing torch passed between those pieces.
18 On that day HASHEM cut a brit (covenant) with Avram, saying, Unto thy zera have I

given ha'aretz hazot, from theWadi ofMitzrayimunto the great river, the river Euphrates:
19 [the land of] the Keni, and the Kenizzi, and the Kadmoni,
20And the Chitti, and the Perizzi, and the Repha'im,
21And the Emori, and the Kena'ani, and the Girgashi, and the Yevusi.

‡ 14:18 Ps 110:4
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16
1 Now Sarai Avramʼs isha bore him no children; and she had a shifchah, an Egyptian,

whose shemwas Hagar.
2And Sarai said unto Avram, Hinei now, HASHEM hath restrained me from bearing; go

now in unto my shifchah; it may be that I may build family by her. And Avram paid heed
to the voice of Sarai.

3And Sarai Avramʼs isha took Hagar her shifchah the Egyptian, after Avram had dwelt
ten years in Eretz Kena'an, and gave her to her husband Avram to be his isha.

4 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had
conceived, her gevirah was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Avram, My wrong be upon thee; I have given my shifchah unto
thy kheyk; and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes; HASHEM
judge betweenme and thee.

6 But Avram said unto Sarai, Hinei, thy shifchah is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth
thee. And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her face.

7And theMalachHASHEM found her by a spring ofmayim in themidbar, near the spring
on the road to Shur.

8Andhe said, Hagar, Saraiʼs shifchah, fromwhere camest thou? Andwherewilt thou go?
And she said, I flee from the face of my gevirah Sarai.

9And theMalachHASHEM said unto her, Return to thy gevirah, and submit thyself under
her hands.

10And theMalachHASHEM said unto her, Iwillmultiply thy zera exceedingly, that it shall
not be numbered for multitude.

11And theMalach HASHEM said unto her,

See, thou art with child
and shalt bear ben,
and shalt call shmo Yishmael;
because HASHEM shema thy oni (misery).
12And he will be a pere adam;
his yad will be against kol,
and kol yad against him;
and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.

13And she called the Shemof HASHEMWho spoke unto her, El Roi (G-dWho Sees); for she
said, Have I also here seen after Him that seethme?

14Therefore the well was called Be'er Lachai Roi; hinei, it is between Kadesh and Bered.
15AndHagar bore Avramben; andAvram called shembno, whichHagar bore, Yishmael

(Ishmael).
16And Avramwas fourscore and six shanahwhen Hagar bore Yishmael to Avram.

17
1And when Avram was ninety and nine shanah, HASHEM appeared to Avram, and said

unto him, I am El Shaddai; walk before Me, and be thou tamim (blameless).
2 And I will confirm My brit (covenant) between Me and thee, and will multiply thee

exceedingly.
3And Avram fell on his face; and Elohim talked with him, saying,
4 As for Me, hinei, My brit (covenant) is with thee, and thou shalt be an Av of many

Goyim.*
5Neither shall thy shem any more be called Avram, but thy shem shall be Avraham; for

Av hamon Goyim (Father of amultitude of Goyim) have I made thee.†
6And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make Goyim of thee, and Melechim

shall come out of thee.
7And I will establish My Brit (covenant) betweenMe and thee and thy zera after thee in

their dorot for a Brit Olam, to be Elohim unto thee, and to thy zera after thee.
8And I will give unto thee, and to thy zera after thee, the Eretz wherein thou art now a

ger, kol Eretz Kena'an, for an Achuzzah (Possession)Olam (Everlasting); and I will be their
Elohim.

* 17:4 See18:18 † 17:5Ga3:29 says, “And if youbelong toMoshiach (Isa 53:10), thenyouare of theZERAHofAvraham
Avinu, you are yoreshim (heirs) according to the havtachah (promise).”
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9 And Elohim said unto Avraham, Thou shalt be shomer over My Brit therefore, thou,
and thy zera after thee in the dorot.

10This isMyBrit (covenant), which ye shall be shomer over, betweenMeand you and thy
zera after thee; every zachar among you shall be circumcised.

11And ye shall circumcise the basar of your arelah; and it shall be an ot brit (sign of the
covenant) betweenMe and you.

12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every zachar in your
dorot, he that is born in the bais, or bought with kesef of any foreigner, which is not of thy
zera.

13He that is born in thy bais, and he that is bought with thy kesef, must be circumcised;
andMy Brit shall be in your basar for a Brit Olam.

14 And the arel (uncircumcised) zachar whose basar of his arelah (foreskin) is not
circumcised, that nefesh shall be cut off from his people; My Brit hefer (he broke).

15AndElohimsaiduntoAvraham,As forSarai thy isha, thoushaltnot call her shemSarai,
but Sarah (Princess) shall her shem be.

16And I will bless her, and give thee ben also of her; yes, will bless her, and she shall give
rise to Goyim; melechim of peoples shall be from her.

17 Then Avraham fell upon his face, and yitzchak (laughed), and said in his lev, Shall a
child be born unto him that is a hundred shanah? And shall Sarah, that is ninety shanah,
bear?

18And Avraham said unto HaElohim, O that Yishmael might live before Thee!
19And Elohim said, Sarah thy isha shall bear thee ben indeed; and thou shalt call shmo

Yitzchak; and Iwill establishMyBrit (covenant)with him for a Brit Olam, andwith his zera
after him.

20And as for Yishmael, I have heard thee; hinei, I have blessed him, and will make him
fruitful, andwill multiply him exceedingly; twelve nasi'im (princes, rulers) shall he father,
and I will make him a goy gadol (great nation).

21ButMy Brit (covenant)will I establishwith Yitzchak, which Sarah shall bear unto thee
at mo'ed hazeh (this set time) next year.

22And He left off speaking with him, and Elohimwent up from Avraham.
23And Avraham took Yishmael bno, and all that were born in his bais, and all that were

bought with his kesef, every zachar among the men of Avrahamʼs bais; and circumcised
the basar of their arelah in the very same day, as Elohim had said unto him.

24And Avrahamwas ninety shanah and nine, when he was circumcised in the basar of
his arelah.

25And Yishmael bno was thirteen shanah, when he was circumcised in the basar of his
arelah (foreskin).

26 In the very same day was Avraham circumcised, and Yishmael bno.
27And all the men of his bais, born in the bais, and bought with kesef of the foreigner,

were circumcised with him.

18
[VAYERA]

1 And HASHEM appeared unto him in the terebinth trees of Mamre; and he sat in the
entrance of the ohel (tent) in the heat of the day;

2And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, hinei, Shloshah Anashim (ThreeMen)* stood
by him; and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the entrance of the ohel, and
prostrated himself on the ground,

3And said, Adonoi,† if now I have found chen (favor) in Thy sight, pass not on by, please,
from Thy servant;

4Let a little water, please, be brought, andwash Thy feet, and rest under haetz (the tree);
5And I will bring a morsel of bread, and refresh Ye Your hearts; after that Ye shall pass

on; because for this purpose are Ye come to Your servant. And they said, So do, as thouhast
said.

6And Avraham hastened into the ohel unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly shlosh
measures of finemeal, knead it, andmake cakes.

7And Avraham ran unto the herd, and brought a calf tender and tov, and gave it unto a
servant; and he hasted to prepare it.

8 And he took curds, and cholov (milk), and the calf which he had prepared, and set it
before them; and he stood by them under haetz, and they did eat.

* 18:2 Isa 6:3 † 18:3HASHEM, see Gn 18:13
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9And they said unto him,Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Hinei, in the ohel.
10And He said, I will certainly return unto thee at this time next year; and, hinei, Sarah

thy wife shall have ben (son). And Sarah heard it in the entrance of the ohel, which was
behind him.

11 Now Avraham and Sarah were zekenim (old ones) and well stricken in age; and [in
childbearing] it ceased to be with Sarah after themanner of women.

12Therefore Sarah laughed [titzchak, sounds like Yitzchak] within herself, saying, After
I am grown old shall I have pleasure, adoni being old also?

13AndHASHEM said unto Avraham,Why did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I which am old of
a surety bear a child?

14 Is any thing too hard forHASHEM? At the time appointed Iwill return unto thee, in due
season, and Sarah shall have ben (son).

15Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And He said, Oh yes but
thou didst laugh.

16And the Anashim rose up from thence, and peered toward Sodom; andAvrahamwent
with them to send them on the way.

17And HASHEM said, Shall I hide from Avraham that thing which I do;
18 Seeing that Avraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and kol goyei

ha'aretz (all the nations of the earth) shall be blessed in him?
19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and

they shall be shomer over the Derech HASHEM, to do tzedakah and mishpat; that HASHEM
may bring upon Avraham that which He hath spoken [promised] of him.

20AndHASHEM said, Because the outcry of Sodom andAmora is great, and because their
sin is very grievous;

21 Iwill go downnow, and seewhether theyhavedone altogether according to the crying
out [for punishment] of it, which is come untoMe; and if not, I will have da'as.

22And the Men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom; but Avraham
stood yet before HASHEM.

23And Avraham drew near, and said,Wilt Thou also destroy the tzaddik with the rasha?
24 Suppose there be fifty tzaddikim within the city; wilt Thou also destroy and not nasa

(spare)‡ the place lema'an (for the sake of) the fifty tzaddikim that are therein?§
25That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the tzaddik with the rasha; and

that the tzaddik should be as the rasha, that be far from Thee: Shall not HaShofet Kol
Ha'Aretz (the Judge of All the Earth) domishpat (right)?

26AndHASHEM said, If I find in Sodomfifty tzaddikimwithin the city, then Iwill spare all
the place for their sakes.

27And Avraham answered and said, Hinei now, I, which am but aphar and ashes, have
taken uponme to speak unto HASHEM;

28 Suppose there shall lack five of the fifty tzaddikim; wilt Thou destroy all the city for
lack of five? And He said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it.

29And he spoke unto Him yet again, and said, Suppose there shall be forty found there.
And He said, I will not do it for fortyʼs sake.

30 And he said unto Him, Oh let not HASHEM be angry, and I will speak; suppose there
shall thirty be found there. And He said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.

31And he said, Hinei now, I have taken upon me to speak unto HASHEM: suppose there
shall be twenty found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for twentyʼs sake.

32And he said, Oh let not HASHEM be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: suppose
asarah (ten, i.e., a minyan) shall be found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for the
sake of haasarah (the ten).

33 And HASHEM went His way, as soon as He had left communing with Avraham; and
Avraham returned unto his makom.

19
1And there came two malachim to Sodom at erev; and Lot sat in the sha'ar Sodom; and

Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the
ground;

2Andhe said, Hinei, adonai (mymasters), turn in, now, into thebais avdechem, and tarry
all night, andwashyour feet, andye shall rise upearly, andgoonyourways. And they said,
Lo; but we will abide the night in the rekhov.

‡ 18:24 take away and bear the guilt of, Isa 53:12 § 18:24 1K 3:18
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3And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his
bais; and hemade them amishteh (meal, feast), and did bakematzot, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the Ir, even the anshei Sodom, surrounded the
bais, from na'ar to zeken, all the people from every quarter [of the city];

5And they called unto Lot, and said unto him,Where are the anashimwhich came in to
thee halailah (this night)? Bring them out unto us, that wemay know them [carnally].

6And Lot went outside unto them, and shut the delet after him,
7And said, Now, achai (my brethren), do not so wickedly.
8Hinei now, I have two banot which have not known man; now let me bring them out

unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes; only unto these anashim do nothing;
for therefore came they under the tzel (shadow) of my korah (beam, roof).

9And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn as
a ger (alien), and he will now play the shofet; nowwill we deal worse with thee, than with
them. And they pressed strongly upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break down
the delet.

10But the anashim put forth their yad, and pulled Lot into the bais to them, and shut the
delet.

11And they struck themen thatwere at the petach of the baiswith blindness, both katan
and gadol; so that they wearied themselves to find the petach.

12And the anashim said unto Lot, Hast thou here any one else? Choson (Son-in-law), and
thybanim, and thybanot, andwhatsoever thouhast in the Ir, bring themout of thismakom
(place);

13 For we are the mashchitim (ones destroying) this makom (place), because the cry of
them is so gedolah before the face of HASHEM; and HASHEM hath sent us to destroy it.

14 And Lot went out, and spoke unto his chosonim, which were pledged to marry his
banot, and said, Up, get you out of makom hazeh; for HASHEM is mashchit (destroying) the
Ir (City). But he seemed as one that metzachek (joked) unto his chosonim.

15Andwhen the shachar came, then themalachimurgedLot, saying, Arise, take thy isha,
and thy two banot, which are here or thou be swept away in the avon haIr.

16And while he lingered hesitating, the anashim laid hold upon his yad, and upon the
yad of his isha, and upon the yad of his two banot; HASHEM being merciful unto him; and
they brought him out and set him outside the Ir.

17And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth outside, that he said, Flee and
escape for thy nefesh; look not back behind thee, neither stop thou anywhere in all the
plain; flee and escape to themountain, lest thou be swept away.

18And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, Adonoi (My L-rd):
19Hineinow, thyevedhath foundchen inThysight, andThouhastmagnifiedThychesed,

which Thou hast showed unto me in sparing my nefesh; and I cannot flee to escape to the
mountain, lest some ra'ah overtakeme, and I die;

20Hinei now, this Ir is near to run unto, and it is a little one; Oh, let me flee to escape
there, (is it not mitzar [small]?), andmy nefesh shall live.

21AndHe said untohim,Hinei, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that Iwill
not overthrow the Ir, for the which thou hast spoken.

22 Haste thee, flee to escape there; for I cannot do anything till thou arrive there.
Therefore the shem of the Ir was called Tzoar.*

23The shemesh rose over ha'aretz when Lot entered Tzoar.
24Then HASHEM rained upon Sodom and upon Amora gofrit and eish from HASHEM out

of Shomayim;
25And He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities,

and tzemach (what grew) upon haadamah.
26But his isha, from behind him, looked back, and she became a netziv melach (pillar of

salt).
27 And Avraham got up early in the boker to the makom where he stood there before

HASHEM;
28And he looked down toward Sodom and Amora, and toward all the eretz of the plain,

and hinei, he saw kitor (smoke, steam) of the eretz go up like kitor of a furnace.
29And it came topass,whenElohimdestroyed thecitiesof theplain, that zikronAvraham

came to Elohim, and He sent Lot out of the midst of the hafekhah (upheaval, destruction,
overthrow), when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

* 19:22 sounds like mitzar
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30And Lot left Tzoar, and dwelt in the har, and his two banot with him; for he feared to
dwell in Tzoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two banot.

31And the bechirah said unto the younger, Avinu is old, and there is not an ish in ha'aretz
to come in unto us after the derech of kol ha'aretz:

32Come, let us make avinu drink yayin, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve
zera by avinu.

33And they made their av drink yayin balailah: and the bechirah went in, and lay with
her av; and he had da'as not when she lay down, nor when she arose.

34And it came to pass on the next day, that the bechirah said unto the younger, Hinei, I
lay yesternight with avi. Let usmake him drink yayin halailah also; and go thou in, and lie
with him, that wemay preserve zera by avinu.

35And theymade their av drink yayin balailah also; and the younger arose, and laywith
him; and he had da'as not when she lay down, nor when she arose.

36Thus were both the banot of Lot with child by their av.
37And the bechirah bore ben, and called shmoMoav; the same is the AviMoav unto this

day.
38And the younger, she also bore ben, and called shmo Ben-Ammi; the same is the Avi

Bnei Ammon unto this day.

20
1 And Avraham journeyed from there toward the Negev region, and dwelled between

Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.
2AndAvrahamsaid of Sarahhis isha, She ismy achot; andAvimelechMelechGerar sent,

and took Sarah.
3But Elohim came to Avimelech in a chalom halailah, and said to him, See, thou art met

(dead), for the isha which thou hast taken; for she is be'ulat ba'al (married of a husband).
4 But Avimelech had not come near her; and he said, Adonoi, wilt Thou slay also a goy

tzaddik?
5 Said he not unto me, She is my achot? and she, even she herself said, He is achi: in the

tohm (integrity, guilelessness) ofmy lev andwith clean hands ofmy innocency have I done
this.

6And HaElohim said unto him in a chalom, Yea, I have da'as that thou didst this in the
tohm (integrity, guilelessness) of thy lev; for I also withheld thee from sinning against Me;
therefore allowed I thee not to touch her.

7Now therefore restore the ish his isha; for he is a navi, and he shall pray for thee, and
thou shalt live; and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and
all that are thine.

8ThereforeAvimelech rose early in theboker, andcalledall his avadim, and toldall these
things in their ears; and the anashimwere very afraid.

9ThenAvimelech calledAvraham, and said unto him,What hast thou done unto us? and
how have I offended thee, that thou hast brought onme and onmymamlechah (kingdom)
a chata'ah gedolah (great sin)? thou hast done deeds untome that ought not to be done.

10And Avimelech said unto Avraham,What sawest thou, that thou hast done this thing?
11And Avraham said, Because I thought, Surely the yirat Elohim is not in this place; and

they will slay me on account of my isha.
12Andyet indeed she ismyachot; she is thebat avi, but not thebat immi; and shebecame

my isha.
13And it came to pass, when Elohim caused me to wander from my bais avi, that I said

unto her, This is thy chesed which thou shalt show untome; at every place where we shall
come, say of me, He is achi.

14And Avimelech took tzon, and oxen, and avadim, and shfachot, and gave them unto
Avraham, and restored to him Sarah his isha.

15And Avimelech said, Hinei, my land is before thee; dwell where it pleaseth thee.
16 And unto Sarah he said, Hinei, I have given thy brother a thousand pieces of kesef;

hinei, it is to thee a kesut einayim (covering of the eyes, exoneration), unto all that are with
thee, and with all other; thus she was vindicated.

17 So Avraham davened unto Elohim: and Elohim healed Avimelech, and his isha, and
his maidservants so that they bore children.

18 For HASHEM had fast closed up kol rechem (every womb) of the bais Avimelech, on
account of Sarah Avrahamʼs isha.
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21
1And HASHEM visited Sarah as He had said, and HASHEM did unto Sarah just as He had

spoken.
2 For Sarah conceived, and bore Avraham ben in his old age, at the mo'ed (set time) of

which Elohim had given promise unto him.
3AndAvrahamcalled the shemof bno thatwas bornunto him,whomSarahbore to him,

Yitzchak.
4 And Avraham circumcised bno Yitzchak at age shemonat yamim, as Elohim had

commanded him.
5And Avrahamwas a hundred years old, when bno Yitzchak was born unto him.
6And she said, Elohim hath broughtme tzechok (laughter), so that all that hear yitzchak

(will laugh)withme.
7And she said,Whowould have said unto Avraham, that Sarah should nurse banim? for

I have borne him ben in his old age.
8 And the yeled grew, and was weaned; and Avraham made a mishteh gadol the same

day that Yitzchak was weaned.
9 And Sarah saw the ben of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had borne unto Avraham,

metzachek (mocking, scoffing).
10Therefore she said unto Avraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her ben: for the ben

of this bondwoman shall not be heir with beni (my son), even with Yitzchak.
11And the thing was very grievous in the eyes of Avraham because of bno.
12And Elohim said unto Avraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the na'ar,

and because of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, shema (pay heed)
unto her voice; for in Yitzchak shall thy zera be called.

13And also of the ben haamahwill I make a nation, because he is thy zera.
14And Avraham rose up early in the boker, and took lechem, and a skin of mayim, and

gave it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the yeled, and sent her away; and she
departed, and wandered in themidbar of Be'er-Sheva.

15And themayim in the skin was done, and she cast the yeled under one of the bushes.
16And shewent off, and sat down about a bowshot away: for she thought, Letme not see

themot hayeled. And she sat there nearby, and lifted up her voice, and wept.
17And Elohimheard the voice of the na'ar; and theMalach Elohim called to Hagar out of

Shomayim, and said unto her, Mah lach, Hagar? fear not; for Elohim hath heard the voice
of the na'ar where he is.

18Arise, lift up the na'ar, and hold him in thine yad; for I will make him a goy gadol.
19And Elohim opened her eyes, and she saw a be'er of mayim; and she went, and filled

the skin withmayim, and gave the na'ar drink.
20And Elohim was with the na'ar; and he grew, and dwelt in the midbar, and became a

roveh keshet (an archer).
21 And he dwelt in the midbar of Paran: and his em got him an isha out of Eretz

Mitzrayim.
22And it came to pass at that time, that Avimelech and Phichol the sar tz'va of his spoke

unto Avraham, saying, Elohim is with thee in all that thou doest:
23Now therefore swear unto me here before Elohim that thou wilt not deal falsely with

me, nor with my child, nor with my descendant: but according to the chesed that I have
showed thee, thou shalt do untome, and to the eretz wherein thou hast sojourned.

24And Avraham said, I will swear.
25 And Avraham reproved Avimelech because of a be'er hamayim, which Avimelechʼs

avadim had violently seized.
26And Avimelech said, I know not who hath done this thing; neither didst thou tell me,

neither yet heard I of it, but today.
27And Avraham took tzon and oxen, and gave them unto Avimelech; and both of them

made a brit.
28And Avraham set apart seven ewe lambs of the tzon by themselves.
29 And Avimelech said unto Avraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou

hast set apart by themselves?
30And he said, For these sheva ewe lambs shalt thou accept of my hand, that they may

be a witness untome, that I have dug this well.
31Therefore he called that place Be'er-Sheva; because there they swore an oath both of

them.
32 Thus they made a brit at Be'er-Sheva: then Avimelech rose up, and Phichol the sar

tzeva of his, and they returned into eretz Pelishtim.
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33And Avraham planted an eshel (tamarisk tree) in Be'er-Sheva, and called there on the
Shem of HASHEM El Olam.

34And Avraham sojourned in eretz Pelishtim yamim rabbim.

22
1 And it came to pass after these things, that G-d did test Avraham, and said unto him,

Avraham: and he said, Hineini (Behold, here I am).
2AndHe said, Take now thy son, thine ben yachid (only son)Yitzchak, whom thou lovest,

and get thee into eretz Moriyah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which I will tell thee of.

3And Avraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his donkey, and took two of
his servants with him, and Yitzchak his son, and cut the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, and went unto the place of which G-d had told him.

4Then on YomHaShlishi Avraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.*
5 And Avraham said unto his servants, Abide ye here with the donkey; and I and the

young man will go over there and nishtachaveh (we will worship) and we will come back
again to you.

6 And Avraham took atzei haolah (the wood of the burnt offering), and laid it upon
Yitzchak his son; and he took the eish (fire) in his hand, and a knife; and they went both
of them together.

7 And Yitzchak spoke unto Avraham his father, and said, Avi (My father): and he said,
Hineini, beni (Here am I, my son). And he said, Hinei, the eish (fire) and the wood: but
where is the seh (lamb) for a burnt offering?†

8And Avraham said, My son, G-d will provide Himself a seh (lamb) for a burnt offering:
so they went both of them together.

9And they came to the place which G-d had told him of; and Avraham built a mizbe'ach
there, and laid the wood in order, and made the akedah (binding) of Yitzchak his son, and
laid him on themizbe'ach upon the wood.

10And Avraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
11 And the Malach HASHEM called unto him out of Shomayim, and said, Avraham,

Avraham: and he said, Hineini.
12And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the young man, neither do thou any thing unto

him: for now I know that thou fearest G-d, seeing thouhast notwithheld thy son, thine ben
yachid fromMe.

13And Avraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and hinei behind him a ram caught in a
thicket by his horns: and Avrahamwent and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt
offering TAKHAT (instead of) his son.‡

14And Avraham called the name of that place HASHEM Yireh: as it is said to this day, In
themount of HASHEM it shall be provided.

15And theMalach HASHEM called unto Avraham out of Shomayim the second time,
16And said, ByMyself have I sworn, saithHASHEM, for because thou hast done this thing,

and hast not withheld thy son, thine ben yachid:
17That in blessing Iwill bless thee, and inmultiplying Iwillmultiply thy zera as the stars

of the skies, and as the sandwhich is upon the sea shore; and thy zera shall possess the gate
of his enemies;

18And in thy zera shall kol goyei ha'aretz be blessed; because thou hast obeyedMyvoice.
19 So Avraham returned unto his servants, and they rose up and went together to Be'er-

Sheva; and Avraham dwelt at Be'er-Sheva.
20And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Avraham, saying, Hinei, Milcah,

she hath also born children unto thy brother Nachor;
21Utz his bechor (firstborn), and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,
22And Kesed, and Chazo, and Pildash, and Yidlaph, and Betuel.
23AndBetuel fatheredRivkah: these eightMilcahdidbear toNachor, Avrahamʼs brother.
24And his pilegesh, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tevach, and Gacham, and

Tachash, andMaachah.

23
[CHAYYE SARAH]

1 And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty shanah old: these were the shnei
chayyai Sarah.

* 22:4 1C 15:3 † 22:7 Isa 53:7 ‡ 22:13 Isa 53:8
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2 And Sarah died in Kiryat-Arba; the same is Chevron in eretz Kena'an: and Avraham
came tomourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.

3And Avraham stood up from before his dead, and spoke unto the bnei Chet, saying,
4 I am a ger and a sojourner with you: give me an achuzzah (possession) of a kever with

you, that I may burymy dead out of my sight.
5And the bnei Chet answered Avraham, saying unto him,
6Hear us, adoni: thou art a nasi Elohim among us; in the choice of kevareinu bury thy

dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his kever, that thoumayest bury thy dead.
7And Avraham stood up, and bowed himself to the am ha'aretz, even to the bnei Chet.
8And he spoke to them, saying, If it be your nefesh (will) that I should burymy dead out

of my sight; hear me, and intercede for me to Ephron ben Tzochar,
9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his

sadeh; for the kesef maleh (full price) he shall give it me for an achuzzah (possession) of a
kever amongst you.

10And Ephron dwelt among the bnei Chet: and Ephron the Chitti answered Avraham in
the hearing of the bnei Chet, even of all that went in at the sha'ar of his city, saying,

11Lo, adoni, hear me; the sadeh give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in
the presence of the bnei ammi give I it thee; bury thy dead.

12And Avraham bowed down himself before the am ha'aretz.
13And he spoke unto Ephron in the hearing of the am ha'aretz, saying, But if thou wilt

give it, now, hearme; I will give thee kesef for the sadeh; accept it fromme, and I will bury
my dead there.

14And Ephron answered Avraham, saying unto him,
15Pay heed, adoni, untome; the land isworth four hundred shekels of kesef; what is that

betweenme and thee? bury therefore thy dead.
16 And Avraham paid heed unto Ephron; and Avraham weighed to Ephron the kesef,

which he had named in the hearing of the bnei Chet four hundred shekels of kesef,
according to current merchant value.

17And the sadeh of Ephronwhichwas inMachpelah, whichwas nearMamre, the sadeh,
and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the sadeh, that were in all
the borders round about, were deeded

18Unto Avraham for a property in the presence of the bnei Chet, before all that went in
at the sha'ar of his city.

19And after this, Avraham buried Sarah his isha in the cave of the sadeh of Machpelah
near Mamre; the same is Chevron in the eretz Kena'an.

20 And the sadeh, and the cave that is therein, were deeded unto Avraham for an
achuzzah of a kever by the bnei Chet.

24
1 And Avraham was zaken (old), and well stricken in age; and HASHEM berach (had

blessed) Avraham in all things.
2And Avraham said unto his eved zekan of his bais, hamoshel (that ruled) over all that

he had, Put, now, thy yad undermy thigh;
3And I will make thee swear by HASHEM Elohei HaShomayim and Elohei Ha'Aretz, that

thou shalt not take an isha unto beni of the Banot HaKena'ani, among whom I dwell:
4But thou shalt gountomyeretz, and tomymoledet, and takean ishauntobeni Yitzchak.
5 And the eved said unto him, What if the isha will not be willing to follow me unto

HaAretz Hazot: must I needs bring binecha back unto ha'aretz fromwhere thou camest?
6And Avraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not beni to there!
7HASHEM Elohei HaShomayim, which took me from bais avi, and from the eretz of my

moledet, and which spoke unto me, and that swore unto me, saying, Unto thy zera will I
giveHaAretzHazot; He shall sendHisMalach before thee, and thou shalt take an isha unto
beni from there.

8 But if the isha will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be released from this
my shevu'ah (oath): only do not bring back beni there.

9And the eved put his yad under yerech Avrahamadonav, and swore to him concerning
this matter.

10 And the eved took asarah gemalim of the gemalei adonav, and departed; for all
the goods of adonav were in his yad: and he arose, and went to Aram Naharayim
(Mesopotamia), unto the Ir Nachor.

11And he made his gemalim to kneel down outside the Ir near a be'er hamayim at the
time of erev, at the time that women go out to drawmayim.
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12And he said HASHEM Elohei adoni Avraham, now, sendme success this yom, and show
chesed unto adoni Avraham.

13Hinei, I stand here by the ayin hamayim; and the banot anshei haIr come out to draw
mayim;

14And let it come to pass, that the na'arah towhom I shall say, Let down thy jug, now, that
I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy gemalim drink also; let the same
be she that Thou hast appointed for Thy eved Yitzchak; and thereby shall I know that Thou
hast showed chesed unto adoni.

15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, hinei, Rivkah came out,
who was born to Betuel Ben Milcah, eshet Nachor, achi Avraham, with her jug upon her
shoulder.

16 And the na'arah was tovat mareh me'od, a betulah, neither had any ish known her:
and she went down to haayenah (the spring), and filled her jug, and came up.

17And the eved hurried to meet her, and said, Let me, now, drink a little mayim of thy
jug.

18And she said, Drink, adoni: and she hasted, and let down her jug upon her yad, and
gave him drink.

19And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw for thy gemalim also,
until they have done drinking.

20And she hasted, and emptied her jug into the trough, and ran back unto the be'er to
draw, and drew for all his gemalim.

21And the ish gazed at her and held his peace, so as to have da'as whether HASHEM had
made his derech prosperous or not.

22And it came to pass, just as the gemalim had done drinking, that the ish took a nezem
zahav (gold ring) byweight a beka, and two tzemidim (bracelets) byweight ten [shekels of]
gold for her wrists;

23And said, Whose bat art thou? Tell me, now: is there makom in the bais of thy av for
us to spend the night?

24 And she said unto him, I am Bat Betuel Ben Milcah, the ben which she bore unto
Nachor.

25 She said moreover unto him, We have both teven (straw) andmispo (fodder) enough,
andmakom (room) to spend the night.

26And the ish bowed his head, worshiped HASHEM.
27And he said, Baruch HASHEM Elohei adoni Avraham, who hath not left destitute of His

chesed and His emes; I being on the derech, HASHEM ledme to the bais achei adoni.
28And the na'arah ran, and told them of her bais em these things.
29And Rivkah had an ach, shmo Lavan; Lavan ran out unto the ish, unto the ayin.
30And it came topass,whenhe saw thenezemand tzemidimupon thewrists ofhis achot,

andwhen he heard thewords of Rivkah his achot, saying, Thus spoke the ish untome; that
he came unto the ish; and, hinei, he stood by the gemalim at the ayin.

31And he said, Come in, Gebentshter funHASHEM; why standest thou outside? for I have
prepared the bais, andmakom for the gemalim.

32And the ish came into the bais; and he unloaded his gemalim, and gave teven (straw)
and mispo (fodder) for the camels, and mayim to wash his raglayim, and the raglei
haanashim that were with him.

33And therewas set ochel before him to eat; but he said, I will not eat, until I have stated
my business. And he said, Speak on.

34And he said, I am eved Avraham.
35 And HASHEM hath blessed adoni me'od; and he is become prospered: and He hath

givenhim tzon, andbakar, andkesef, and zahav, andavadim, and shefachot, and gemalim,
and chamorim.

36 And Sarah eshet adoni bore ben to adoni when she was old: and unto him hath he
given all that he hath.

37And adoni made me swear, saying, Thou shalt not take an isha for beni of the Banot
HaKena'ani, in whose land I dwell;

38But thou shalt go unto bais avi, to mymishpokhot, and take an isha unto beni.
39And I said unto adoni, What if the isha will not followme.
40And he said unto me, HASHEM, before Whom I walk, will send His Malach with thee,

and prosper thy derech; and thou shalt take an isha for beni of mymishpokhot, and of my
bais avi;

41Then shalt thou be released from this my oath, when thou comest to mymishpokhot;
and if they give not thee one, thou shalt be released frommy oath.
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42 And I came this day unto the ayin, and said, HASHEM Elohei adoni Avraham, if now
Thou do prosper my derech which I go;

43Hinei, I stand by the ayin hamayim; and it shall come to pass, that when haAlmah*
cometh forth to draw mayim, and I say to her, Give me, now, a little mayim of thy jar to
drink;

44And she say tome, Both drink thou, and I will also draw for thy gemalim; let the same
be the isha whomHASHEM hath appointed for ben adoni.

45And before I had done davening in mine lev, hinei, Rivkah came forth with her jar on
her shoulder; and she went down unto ha'ayenah, and drew: and I said unto her, Let me
drink, now.

46 And she made haste, and let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, Drink, and I
will give thy gemalim drink also: so I drank, and shemade the gemalim drink also.

47And I asked her, and said, Whose bat art thou? And she said, Bat Betuel Ben Nachor,
the benwhomMilcahbore unto him: and I put the nezemuponher face, and the tzemidim
upon her wrists.

48And I bowed down my head, and worshiped HASHEM, and I said a brocha to HASHEM
Elohei adoni Avraham, which had led me on the derech emes to take bat achi adoni for
bno.

49And now if ye will do chesed and emes to adoni, tell me; and if not, tell me; that I may
turn to yamin, or to smol.

50 Then Lavan and Betuel answered and said, The thing proceedeth from HASHEM; we
cannot speak unto thee rah or tov.

51Hinei, Rivkah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be isha for ben adoneicha,
just as HASHEM hath spoken.

52 And it came to pass, that, when eved Avraham heard their words, he worshiped
HASHEM, bowing himself to the ground.

53And the eved brought forth kelei kesef, and kelei zahav, and begadim, and gave them
to Rivkah; he gave also to her ach and to her emmigdanot (costly gifts).

54 And they did eat and drink, he and the anashim that were with him, and tarried all
night; and they rose up in the boker, and he said, Sendme away unto adoni.

55And her ach and her em said, Let the na'arah abide with us ten days or so; after that
she shall go.

56 And he said unto them, Hinder me not, seeing HASHEM hath prospered my derech;
sendme away that I may go to adoni.

57And they said, Wewill call the na'arah, and inquire at her mouth.
58And they called Rivkah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this ish? And she said, I

will go.
59 And they sent away Rivkah their achot, and her nurse, and eved Avraham, and his

anashim.
60And they said a brocha over Rivkah, and said unto her, Thou art achoteinu, may thou

be increased to thousands upon thousands and may thy zera possess the sha'ar of those
which hate them.

61And Rivkah arose, and her na'arot, and they rode upon the gemalim, and followed the
ish: and the eved took Rivkah, and went his way.

62And Yitzchak had come from Be'er Lachai Roi; for he dwelt in the eretz hanegev.
63And Yitzchak went out to meditate in the sadeh at erev: and he lifted up his eyes, and

saw, and, hinei, the gemalim (camels)were coming.
64 And Rivkah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Yitzchak, she got down from the

gamal.
65 For she had said unto the eved, Who is that ish that walketh in the sadeh to meet us?

And the eved had said, He is adoni: therefore she took a veil, and covered herself.
66And the eved told Yitzchak all things that he had done.
67 And Yitzchak brought her into the ohel of Sarah immo, and took Rivkah, and she

became his isha; and he loved her: and Yitzchak was comforted after the [mot] immo.

25
1Then again Avraham took an isha, and her shemwas Keturah.
2 And she bore him Zimran, and Yokshan, and Medan, and Midyan, and Yishbak, and

Shuach.

* 24:43 haAlmah used here as synonym for na'arah-betulah, Gn 24:16; see Isa 7:14, Introduction
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3 And Yokshan fathered Sheva, and Dedan. And the bnei Dedan were Ashurim, and
Letushim, and Leummim.

4And thebneiMidyan; Ephah, andEpher, andChanokh, andAvida, andEldaah. All these
were the bnei Keturah.

5And Avraham gave all that he had unto Yitzchak.
6But unto the bnei hapilageshim (sons of the concubines), whichAvrahamhad, Avraham

gavemattanot, and sent them away from Yitzchak bno, while he yet lived, eastward, unto
eretz kedem.

7 And these are the days of the years of Avrahamʼs life which he lived, a hundred
threescore and fifteen shanim.

8Then Avraham breathed his last, and died in a good old age, a zaken, full of years; and
was gathered to his people.

9AndhisbanimYitzchakandYishmaelburiedhimin thecaveofMachpelah, in thesadeh
of Ephron ben Tzochar the Chitti, which is near Mamre;

10The sadehwhichAvrahampurchasedof thebnei Chet, therewasAvrahamburied, and
Sarah his wife.

11 And it came to pass after the mot Avraham, that Elohim blessed Yitzchak bno; and
Yitzchak dwelt near Be'er Lachai Roi.

12Now these are the toldot Yishmael ben Avraham, whom Hagar the Egyptian, shifchat
Sarah, bore unto Avraham:

13 And these are the shemot bnei Yishmael, by their shemot, according to their toldot:
the bechor of Yishmael, Nevayot; and Kedar, and Adbe'el, andMivsam,

14AndMishma, and Dumah, andMassa,
15Chadad, and Tema, Yetur, Naphish, and Kedmah:
16 These are the bnei Yishmael, and these are their shemot, by their settlement, and by

their camps; twelve nasiim (princes, rulers) according to their tribes.
17 And these are the years of the life of Yishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven

shanah; and he breathed his last and died; and was gathered unto his people.
18And they dwelt from Chavilah unto Shur, that is nearMitzrayim, as thou goest toward

Assyria; they took their place east of their brethren.
[TOLEDOT]

19And these are the toldot of Yitzchak ben Avraham: Avraham fathered Yitzchak;
20 And Yitzchak was arba'im shanah when he took Rivkah as his wife, the bat Betuel

HaArami of Paddan-Aram, the achot Lavan HaArami.
21And Yitzchak davened to HASHEM on behalf of his isha, because she was barren; and

HASHEMwas entreated of him, and Rivkah his isha conceived.
22And the banim struggled jostlingwithin her; and she said, If it be well, why am I thus?

And she went to inquire of HASHEM.
23And HASHEM said unto her,

Two goyim (nations) are in thy womb,
and two peoples shall be separated fromwithin thee;
and the one people shall be stronger than the other people;
and the older shall serve the younger.

24Andwhenherdayswere fulfilled tobedelivered, hinei, therewere twins inherwomb.
25And thefirst cameout admoni (red) all over like ahairy garment; and they called shmo

Esav.
26And after that came out his brother, and his yadwas grasping on akev Esav; and shmo

was called Ya'akov; and Yitzchak was threescore shanahwhen she bore them.
27And the nearim grew: and Esavwas a skilled hunter, an ish sadeh; and Ya'akovwas an

ish tam (quiet man), dwelling in ohalim.
28AndYitzchak lovedEsav, becausehedideatofhiswildgame; butRivkah lovedYa'akov.
29And Ya'akov cooked stew: and Esav came from the sadeh, and he was famished.
30 And Esav said to Ya'akov, Let me eat now some of the adom (red stew); for I am

famished; therefore was shmo called Edom.
31And Ya'akov said, First sell me today thy bechorah (birthright, right of the firstborn).
32And Esav said, Hinei, I am at the point of death; andwhat profit shall this bechorah do

tome?
33 And Ya'akov said, Swear to me this day; and he swore unto him; and he sold his

bechorah unto Ya'akov.
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34 Then Ya'akov gave Esav lechem and adashim (lentils) stew; and he did eat and drink,
and rose up, and went his way; thus Esav despised his bechorah.

26
1 And there was a ra'av (famine) in ha'aretz, besides the ra'av harishon that was in the

days of Avraham. And Yitzchak went unto Avimelech Melech Pelishtim (Philistines) unto
Gerar.

2 And HASHEM appeared unto him, and said, Go not down into Mitzrayim; dwell in
ha'aretz which I shall tell thee of;

3 Sojourn in ha'aretz hazot, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee; for unto thee,
and unto thy zera, I will give all these lands, and I will perform the shevu'ah (oath)which
I swore unto Avraham avichah;

4And I will make thy zera to multiply as the kokhavim of Shomayim, and will give unto
thy zera all these lands; and in thy zera shall kol Goyei Ha'Aretz be blessed;

5Because Avraham obeyedMy voice, and was shomer over Mymishmeret (charge), My
mitzvot, My chukkot, andMy torot.

6And Yitzchak dwelt in Gerar;
7And the anshei hamakomasked him about his isha; and he said, She ismy achot; for he

feared to say, She is my isha; lest, said he, the anshei hamakom should kill me for Rivkah;
because she was beautiful to look upon.

8 And it came to pass, when he had been there a long time, that Avimelech Melech
Pelishtim (Philistines) lookedout at a chalon, and saw, and, hinei, Yitzchakmetzachek (was
caressing) Rivkah his isha.

9 And Avimelech called Yitzchak, and said, Hinei, of a surety she is thy isha; and why
saidst thou, She ismy achot? And Yitzchak said unto him, Because I said, Lest I die because
of her.

10 And Avimelech said, What is this thou hast done unto us? one of the people might
lightly have slept with thy isha, and thou shouldest have brought asham (guilt) upon us.

11 And Avimelech charged all his people, saying, He that toucheth this man or his isha
shall surely be put to death.

12 Then Yitzchak sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and
HASHEM blessed him.

13And the man became very prosperous, and went forward, and grew until he became
gadol me'od:

14 For he had possession of tzon, and possession of cattle, and many avadim; and the
Pelishtim envied him.

15 For all the wells which avdei aviv had dug in the days of Avraham aviv, the Pelishtim
had stopped them up, and filled themwith dirt.

16And Avimelech said unto Yitzchak, Go from us; for thou art muchmightier than we.
17 And Yitzchak departed from there, and encamped in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt

there.
18And Yitzchak dug again the be'erot hamayim (wells of water), which they had dug in

the days of Avraham aviv; for the Pelishtim had stopped them up after the mot Avraham;
and he called their shemot after the shemot by which his av had called them.

19And avdei Yitzchak dug in the valley, and found there a well of mayim chayyim.
20And the herdmen of Gerar did quarrel with Yitzchakʼs herdmen, saying, The mayim

is ours; and he called the shem of the well Esek (Contention); because they disputed with
him.

21 And they dug another be'er, and feuded over that also; and he called the shem of it
Sitnah (Enmity).

22And he moved away from there, and dug another well; and for that they strove not:
and he called the shem of it Rechovot (Broad Places); and he said, For now HASHEM hath
made rachav (room) for us, and we shall be fruitful in ha'aretz.

23And he went up from there to Be'er-Sheva.
24 And HASHEM appeared unto him balailah hahu, and said, I am Elohei Avraham

avichah; fear not, for I amwith thee, andwill bless thee, andmultiply thy zera for the sake
of Avdi Avraham (My Servant Abraham).

25And he built a Mizbe'ach there, and called upon the Shem of HASHEM, and pitched his
ohel there: and there avdei Yitzchak dug a well.

26ThenAvimelechwent to him fromGerar, andAchuzzat his adviser, andPhichol the sar
tz'va of his.
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27And Yitzchak said unto them, Why come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent
me away from you?

28And they said,We saw certainly that HASHEMwaswith thee; andwe said, Let there be
now an oath between us, even between us and thee, and let us cut a brit (covenant) with
thee;

29 That thou wilt do us no ra'ah, just as we have not touched thee, and just as we have
done unto thee nothing but tov, and have sent thee away in shalom; thou art now the
Gebentshter fun HASHEM(the blessed of HASHEM).

30And hemade them amishteh (feast), and they did eat and drink.
31And they rose up early in the boker, and swore one to another: and Yitzchak sent them

away, and they departed from him in shalom.
32 And it came to pass the same day, that the avdei Yitzchak came, and told him

concerning the be'er which they had dug, and said unto him,We have foundmayim.
33And he called it Shevah (Seven, Oath): therefore the shem of the Ir is Be'er-Sheva unto

this day.
34And Esav was arba'im shanah when he took to wife Yehudit the bat Be'eri the Chitti,

and Basmat the bat Elon the Chitti:
35and they were amorat ruach (grief of mind) unto Yitzchak and Rivkah.

27
1And it came to pass, that when Yitzchak was zaken (old),and his eyes were dim, so that

he couldnot see, he calledEsavbnohagadol and saiduntohim, Beni: andhe saiduntohim,
Hineni.

2And he said, Hinei now, I am old, I know not my yommot:
3Therefore take, now, thy kelim (weapons), thy quiver and thy keshet (bow), and go out

to the sadeh, and hunt me somewild game;
4Andmakemematamim (savorymeat, tasty food), such as I love, and bring it tome, that

I may eat; that my nefeshmaymake a brocha upon thee before I die.
5 And Rivkah heard when Yitzchak spoke to Esav bno. And Esav went to the sadeh to

hunt for wild game, and to bring it.
6And Rivkah spoke unto Ya'akov her ben, saying, Hinei, I heard avicha speak unto Esav

achicha, saying,
7Bring me wild game, and make mematamim, that I may eat, and make a brocha upon

thee before HASHEM before mymot.
8Now therefore, beni (my son), obey my kol (voice) according to that which I command

thee.
9 Go now to the tzon, and bring me from there two gedayei izzim tovim (good kids of

goats); and I will make themmatamim for avicha, such as he loveth:
10And thou shalt bring it to avicha, that hemay eat, and that hemaymake abrochaupon

thee before his mot.
11And Ya'akov said to Rivkah immo, Look, Esav achi is an ish sa'ir (hairyman), and I am

an ish chalak (smoothman).
12What if avi will touch me, and I shall seem to him as a meta'te'a (mocker); and I shall

bring a kelalah uponme, and not a brocha.
13And immo said unto him, Uponme be thy kelalah, beni; only obeymy kol (voice), and

go bringme them.
14And hewent, and got, and brought them to immo: and immomadematamim, such as

aviv loved.
15 And Rivkah took begadim of Esav her ben hagadol, the chamudot (best ones) which

were with her in the bais, and dressed Ya'akov her ben hakatan;
16Andwith orot gedayei haizzim (skins of the kids of the goats) she dressed and covered

his hands, and also upon the smooth of his tzavar (neck);
17 And she gave the matamim and the lechem, which she had prepared, into the yad

Ya'akov her ben.
18And he came unto aviv, and said, Avi; and he said, Hineni; who art thou, beni?
19And Ya'akov said unto aviv, I am Esav thy bechor; I have done according as thou told

me; arise, now, sit up and eat of my wild game, that thy nefesh may make a brocha upon
me.

20And Yitzchak said unto bno, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, beni? And he
said, HASHEM Eloheicha worked it out for me.

21And Yitzchak said unto Ya'akov, Come near, now, that I may touch thee, beni, indeed,
whether thou be beni Esav or not.
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22And Ya'akov went near unto Yitzchak aviv; and he touched him, and said, The kol is
kol Ya'akov, but the yadayim are the yedei Esav.

23And he discerned him not, for his hands were se'irot, as yedei Esav achiv; so he made
a brocha upon him.

24And he said, Art thou indeed beni Esav? And he said, I am.
25And he said, Bring it near tome, and I will eat of thewild game of beni, thatmy nefesh

may make a brocha upon thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat; and he
brought him yayin and he drank.

26And aviv Yitzchak said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me beni.
27And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the reiach (smell) of his begadim,

andmade a brocha upon him, and said,

See, the reiach of beni
is as the reiach of a sadeh
uponwhich HASHEM hathmade a brocha;
28Therefore HaElohim give thee of the tal haShomayim,
and the fatness of ha'aretz,
and plenty of dagan and tirosh;
29Let people serve thee,
and amim bow down to thee:
be gevir over thy achim,
and let bnei immecha bow down to thee:
arur be every one that curseth thee,
and baruch be he that blesseth thee.

30And as soon as Yitzchak had completedmaking on Ya'akov a brocha, and Ya'akov had
hardly gone out from the presence of Yitzchak aviv, that Esav achiv came in fromhis hunt.

31And he also had prepared matamim, and brought it unto aviv and said unto aviv, Let
avi arise, and eat of the wild game of bno, that thy nefeshmaymake a brocha uponme.

32And Yitzchak aviv said unto him, Mi atah? (Who art thou?) And he said, I am binecha,
thy bechor Esav.

33AndYitzchak trembledwith charadah gedolah adme'od (exceedingly great trembling),
and said, Who? Where is he that hath hunted wild game, and brought it me, and I have
eaten of all of it before thou camest, and have made a brocha upon him? And indeed he
shall be baruch (blessed)!

34 And when Esav heard the words of aviv, he cried with tzeakah gedolah umarah ad
me'od (a great and exceeding bitter cry), and said unto aviv, Make a brocha onme, evenme
also, O avi.

35And he said, Achicha camewithmirmah (deceit), and hath taken away thy brocha.
36And he said, Is not he rightly called shmo Ya'akov? for vaya'keveni (now he deceived/

outwitted me) these two times he took away my bechorah (birthright); and, hinei, now he
hath taken awaymy brocha (blessing). And he asked, Hast thou not reserved a brocha for
me?

37And Yitzchak answered and said unto Esav, See, I havemade him gevir over you, and
all his achim have I given to him for avadim; and with dagan and tirosh have I sustained
him; and what shall I do now unto thee, beni?

38And Esav said unto aviv, Hast thou but one brocha, avi? Make a brocha on me, even
me also, O avi. And Esav lifted up his kol (voice), and wept.

39And Yitzchak aviv answered and said unto him,

Hinei, thymoshav (dwelling) shall be the fatness of ha'aretz,
and of the tal HaShomayim from above;
40And by thy cherev shalt thou live,
and shalt serve achicha;
and it shall come to pass when thou shalt become restless,
that thou shalt break his ol (yoke) from off thy tzavar (neck).

41And Esav hated Ya'akov because of the brocha wherewith aviv made a brocha upon
him: and Esav said in his lev, The yemei evel (days of mourning) for avi are at hand; then
will I slay Ya'akov achi.
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42And thesewords of Esav her ben hagadol were told to Rivkah; and she sent and called
Ya'akov her ben hakatan, and said unto him, Hinei, Esav achicha, as touching thee, doth
console himself, purposing to kill thee.

43Now therefore, beni, shema bekoli (listen to my voice)! Arise, flee thou to Lavan achi
to Charan;

44And tarry with him a few days, until chamat achicha subsides;
45And when af achicha subsides from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to

him; then I will send, and get thee from there. Why should I be bereaved also of you both
in yom echad (one day, the same day)?

46AndRivkah said toYitzchak, I amwearyofmy life becauseof theBanot Chet: if Ya'akov
take an ishaof theBanot Chet (Hittitewomen) suchas thesewhichare of thebanot ha'aretz,
what will chayyim tome be?

28
1And Yitzchak called for Ya'akov, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him,

Thou shalt not take an isha of the Banot Kena'an.
2Arise, go to Paddanah-Aram, to the bais Betuel avi immecha; and take thee an isha from

there of the banot Lavan achi immecha.
3And El Shaddai bless thee, andmake thee fruitful, andmultiply thee, that thoumayest

be a kahal amim;
4And give thee the birkat Avraham, to thee, and to thy zera with thee; that thou mayest

inherit the eretz wherein thou art a ger, which Elohim gave unto Avraham.
5AndYitzchaksentawayYa'akov; andhewent toPaddanah-AramuntoLavanbenBetuel

HaArami, achi Rivkah, em Ya'akov and Esav.
6When Esav saw that Yitzchak had blessed Ya'akov, and sent him away to Paddanah-

Aram, to take an isha for him from there; and that when he blessed him he gave him a
charge, saying, Thou shalt not take an isha of the Banot Kena'an;

7And that Ya'akov obeyed his av and his em, and went to Paddanah-Aram;
8And Esav seeing that the Banot Kena'an pleased not Yitzchak his av;
9 Then went Esav unto Yishmael, and took unto the nashim which he had Machalat bat

Yishmael ben Avraham, the achot of Nevayot, to be his wife.
[VAYETZE]

10And Ya'akov went out from Be'er-Sheva, and went toward Charan.
11And he reached a certain place, and tarried there, because the shemesh was set; and

he took of the avanim of that place, and put them for his pillow, and lay down in that place
to sleep.

12 And he had a chalom, and hinei a sullam (ladder, stairway) set up on the ground,
and the top of it reached to Shomayim: and hinei the malachim of Elohim ascending and
descending on it.

13And, hinei, HASHEM stood above it, and said, I amHASHEM Elohei Avraham thy av, and
Elohei Yitzchak; ha'aretz whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy zera;

14And thy zera shall be as the dust of ha'aretz, and thou shalt spread abroad to thewest,
and to the east, and to the north, and to the south; and in thee and in thy zera shall kol
hamishpochot haadamah be blessed.

15And, hinei, I amwith thee, andwill be shomer over thee in all placeswhere thou goest,
and will bring thee back into haadamah hazot; for I will not leave thee, until I have done
that which I have promised thee.

16And Ya'akov awoke out of his sleep, and he said, Surely HASHEM is in this place! And I
had no da'as of it.

17Andhewas afraid, and said, Hownora (awesome) is this place! This is none other than
the Beis Elohim, and this is the Sha'ar HaShomayim.

18And Ya'akov rose up early in the boker, and took haeven (the stone) that he had put for
his pillow, and set it up for amatzevah (pillar), and poured shemen upon the top of it.

19And he called the shem of that place Beit-El; but the shem of that ir was called Luz at
the first.

20AndYa'akovvowedaneder (vow), saying, IfElohimwillbewithme, andwill be shomer
over me in this derech (way, journey) that I go, and will give me lechem to eat, and beged
(clothes) to put on,

21 So that I return to bais avi in shalom; then shall HASHEM be for me Elohim (my G-d).
22 And this even (stone), which I have set for a matzevah (pillar), shall be Beis Elohim:

and of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the aser (tenth) unto Thee.
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29
1Then Ya'akov went on his journey, and came into the eretz of the bnei kedem.
2 And he looked, and hinei a be'er in the sadeh, and, hinei, there were shloshah edrei

tzon lying by it; for out of that be'er theywatered the edarim: and a great even (stone)was
upon themouth of the be'er.

3And to there were all the edarim gathered: and they rolled the even (stone) from the
mouth of the be'er, and watered the tzon, and put the even (stone) again upon the mouth
of the be'er in its place.

4 And Ya'akov said unto them, My brethren, where are you from? And they said, Of
Charan are we.

5And he said unto them, Know ye Lavan ben Nachor? And they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is the shalom with him? And they said, Shalom; and, hinei,

Rachel his bat cometh with the tzon.
7Andhe said, Look, the sun is still high, neither is it time that theflock shouldbegathered

together; water ye the tzon, and go and feed them.
8 And they said, We cannot, until all the edarim be gathered together, and till they roll

the even (stone) from themouth of the be'er; then wewater the tzon.
9And while he yet spoke with them, Rachel came with the tzon of her av; for she was a

ro'ah (shepherdess).
10And it came to pass, when Ya'akov saw Rachel bat Lavan achi immo, and the tzon of

Lavan achi immo, that Ya'akov went near, and rolled the even (stone) from the mouth of
the be'er, and watered the tzon of Lavan achi immo.

11And Ya'akov kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.
12AndYa'akov told Rachel that hewas the relative of her av, and that hewas benRivkah;

and she ran and told her av.
13And it came to pass, when Lavan heard the news of Ya'akov ben achoto, that he ran

to meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his bais. And he told
Lavan all these things.

14And Lavan said to him, Surely thou art my etzem (bone) and my basar. And he abode
with him the space of a chodesh (month).

15And Lavan said unto Ya'akov, Because thou art my relative, shouldest thou therefore
serveme for nothing? Tell me, what shall thymaskoret (wages) be?

16AndLavanhad twobanot: the shemof theelderwasLeah, and theshemof theyounger
was Rachel.

17Leah had weak eyes; but Rachel was yafeh and lovely in form.
18And Ya'akov loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee sheva shanim for Rachel thy bat

haketannah (younger daughter).
19AndLavan said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another

ish; abide withme.
20 And Ya'akov served sheva shanim for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few

yamim, because of the ahavah he had for her.
21 And Ya'akov said unto Lavan, Give me my isha, for my yamim are completed, that I

may go in unto her.
22And Lavan gathered together all the anshei hamakom, andmade amishteh (feast).
23And it came to pass in the erev, that he took Leah his bat, and brought her to him; and

he went in unto her.
24And Lavan gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah shifchato (his maid) for a shifchah.
25And it came to pass, that in the boker, hinei, it was Leah! And he said to Lavan,What is

this thou hast done unto me? Did not I serve with thee for Rachel? So why then hast thou
deceivedme?

26 And Lavan said, It must not be so done in our land, to give the younger before the
bechirah.

27Finish her shvu'a (week), and wewill give thee this also for the avodah (service, work)
which thou shalt do for me yet sheva shanim acherot.

28And Ya'akov did so, and fulfilled her shvu'a; and he gave him Rachel his bat to be his
isha also.

29And Lavan gave to his bat Rachel Bilhah his shifchah to be her shifchah.
30Andhewent in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachelmore than Leah, and served

him yet sheva shanim acherot.
31 And when HASHEM saw that Leah was hated, He opened her womb but Rachel was

barren.
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32And Leah conceived, and bore a ben, and she called shmoReuven: for she said, Surely
HASHEM hath looked uponmymisery; now therefore my ish will loveme.

33And she conceived again, and bore ben; and said, Because HASHEM hath heard I was
hated, He hath therefore givenme this also; and she called shmo Shim'on.

34And she conceived again, and bore ben; and said, Now this time will my ish yillaveh
(becomeattached)untome, because I have born him shloshah banim: thereforewas shmo
called Levi.

35And she conceived again, and bore ben; and she said, Nowwill odeh (I praise)HASHEM;
therefore she called shmo Yehudah; and stopped giving birth.

30
1AndwhenRachel saw that she did not bear [banim] to Ya'akov, Rachel had kina toward

her achot; and said unto Ya'akov, Give me banim, or else I die.
2And af Ya'akov was kindled against Rachel; and he said, Am I in place of Elohim, Who

hath withheld from thee p'ri beten?
3And she said, Hinei my amah (maidservant) Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear

uponmy birkayim, that I may also build up through her.
4And she gave himBilhah her shifchah (slavewoman,maidservant) as isha; and Ya'akov

went in unto her.
5And Bilhah conceived, and bore Ya'akov ben.
6 And Rachel said, Elohim danani (G-d hath judged me), and hath also heard my voice,

and hath given to me ben: therefore called she shmo Dan.
7And Bilhah shifchat Rachel conceived again, and bore Ya'akov ben sheni.
8 And Rachel said, With naftulei Elohim niftalti (with wrestlings of G-d have I wrestled)

withmy achot, and I have prevailed: and she called shmo Naphtali.
9When Leah saw that she had stopped bearing, she took Zilpah her shifchah, and gave

her to Ya'akov as isha.
10And Zilpah shifchat Leah bore Ya'akov ben.
11And Leah said, BaGad (What Good Fortune!) And she called shmo Gad.
12And Zilpah shifchat Leah bore Ya'akov ben sheni.
13And Leah said, B'Ashri (Happy am I), for the banot will call me asher (blessed): so she

called shmo Asher.
14And Reuven went in the yemei ketzir chittim, and found duda'im (mandrakes) in the

sadeh, and brought them unto Leah immo. Then Rachel said to Leah, Giveme, now, of the
duda'im of thy ben.

15And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my ish? And wouldest
thou take away the duda'im of beni also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee
halailah (tonight) for the duda'im of thy ben.

16AndYa'akov came in from the sadeh ba'erev, and Leahwent out tomeet him, and said,
Thoumust come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with duda'im of beni. And he lay
with her that night.

17And Elohim paid heed unto Leah, and she conceived, and bore Ya'akov ben chamishi.
18AndLeah said, Elohimhath givenmemyhire, because I have givenmy shifchah tomy

ish; and she called shmo Yissakhar.
19And Leah conceived again, and bore Ya'akov ben shishi.
20And Leah said, Elohim hath endued me with a zeved tov (good endowment); nowwill

my ish zabal (honor) me, because I have born him shisha banim; and she called shmo
Zevulun.

21And afterwards she bore a bat, and called her shemDinah.
22AndElohimrememberedRachel, andElohimpaidheed toher, andopenedher rekhem

(womb).
23 And she conceived, and bore ben; and said, Elohim hath taken away my cherpah

(shame, disgrace, reproach);
24 And she called shmo Yosef; and said, yosef (may He add), may HASHEM add me ben

acher (another son).
25And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Yosef, that Ya'akov said unto Lavan, Send

me away, that I may go untomine ownmakom (place, home) and tomy eretz.
26Give memy nashim andmy yeladim, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for

thou knowest my avodahwhich I have done thee.
27And Lavan said unto him, Now, if I have found chen (favor, grace) in thine eyes, tarry;

for I have learned by nachash (divination) that HASHEM hath made a brocha upon me for
thy sake.
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28And he said, Specify thy sachar (wages, reward), and I will pay it.
29 And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy mikneh

fared withme.
30 For it was me'at (little) which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto

amultitude; and HASHEM hathmade a brocha upon thee sincemy coming; and nowwhen
shall I do for mine own bais also?

31Andhe said,What shall I give thee? AndYa'akov said, Thou shalt not givemeany thing;
if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again tend and be shomer over thy tzon.

32 I will pass through all thy tzon today, removing from there speckled and spotted seh,
and every dark seh among the kesavim, and the spotted and speckled among the izzim;
and of such shall be my sachar.

33So shallmy tzedakah answer forme in time to come, when it shall come formy sachar
before thy face; every one that is not speckled and spotted among the izzim, and dark
among the kesavim, that shall be counted a ganavʼs withme.

34And Lavan said, Agreed, I would it might be according to thy davar.
35And he removed that day the male goats that were streaked and spotted, and all the

izzim that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some lavan in it, and all the
dark among the kesavim, and gave them into the yad of his banim.

36Andhe set a derech shloshet yamimbetweenhimself andYa'akov; andYa'akov tended
the rest of the tzon Lavan.

37AndYa'akov took him fresh cutmakal (rod, branch) of poplar and of almond andplane
tree; and peeled strips of bark in them, and made the lavan (white) appear which was in
themaklot (rods, branches).

38And he set the maklot which he had peeled before the flocks in the small channels of
the shikatot mayim (watering troughs)when the tzon came to drink. And since they bred
when they came to drink,

39And the flocks bred before themaklot, and brought forth tzon streaked, speckled, and
spotted.

40AndYa'akovdidseparate thekesavim, andset the facesof the tzon toward thestreaked,
and all the dark in the tzon Lavan; and he put his own adarim (flocks) by themselves, and
put them not unto the tzon Lavan.

41 And it came to pass, whensoever tzon hamekusharot (the stronger flock) did breed,
that Ya'akov set the maklot before the eyes of the tzon in the trough channels, that they
might breed among themaklot.

42 But when the tzon were feeble, he put them not in: so the feebler would belong to
Lavan, and the stronger to Ya'akov.

43 And the ish increased exceedingly, and had much tzon, and shefachot, and avadim,
and gemalim, and chamorim.

31
1And he heard the divrei Bnei Lavan, saying, Ya'akov hath taken away all that belonged

to avinu; and of that which belonged to avinu hath he gotten all this kavod.
2 And Ya'akov beheld the countenance of Lavan, and, hinei, it was not toward him as

before.
3And HASHEM said unto Ya'akov, Shuv el Eretz Avoteicha! And to thymoledet; and I will

be with thee.
4And Ya'akov sent and called Rachel and Leah to the sadeh unto his tzon,
5And said unto them, I see penei avichen, that it is not toward me as before; but Elohei

Avi is withme.
6And ye know that with all my koach I have served avichen.
7 And avichen hath deceived me, and changed my sachar aseret monim but Elohim

allowed him not to harmme.
8 If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy sachar; then all the tzon bore speckled; and if

he said thus, The streaked shall be thy sachar; then bore all the tzon streaked.
9Thus Elohim hath taken away themikneh of your av, and given them tome.
10And it came to pass at the time that the tzon breed, that I lifted upmine eyes, and saw

in a chalom, and, hinei, the male goats mounting the tzon were streaked, speckled, and
spotted.

11 And the Malach HaElohim spoke unto me in a chalom saying, Ya'akov: And I said,
Hineni.

12And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the male goats leaping upon the tzon
are streaked, speckled, and spotted; for I have seen all that Lavan doeth unto thee.



BERESHIS 31:13 34 BERESHIS 31:41

13 I amHaEl Beit-El, where thou anointedst amatzevah (pillar), andwhere thou vowedst
a neder (vow) unto Me: now arise, get thee out from HaAretz Hazot, and return unto thy
eretz moledet.

14AndRachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any chelek or nachalah
for us in bais avinu?

15Are we not regarded by him nokhriyyot (foreigners, strangers)? For he hath sold us,
and hath quite devoured also our kesef.

16 For all the oisher Elohim hath taken from avinu, that belongs to us and baneinu; so
then, whatsoever Elohim hath said unto thee, do.

17Then Ya'akov rose up, and set his banim and his nashim upon the gemalim;
18And he drove all his mikneh, and all his goods which he had gotten, themikneh of his

getting, which he had gotten in Paddan-Aram, for to go to Yitzchak aviv in Eretz Kena'an.
19AndLavanwent to shear his tzon; andRachel had stolen the terafim that belong to her

av.
20Unawares to Lavan HaArami, Ya'akov stole away, in that he told him not that he was

fleeing.
21 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the Nahar [i.e. the

Euphrates], and set his face toward Har Gil'ad.
22And it was told Lavan on YomHaShlishi that Ya'akov was fled.
23Andhe tookhis achimwithhim, andpursuedafterhimderech shivat yamim; and they

overtook him at Har Gil'ad.
24 And Elohim came to Lavan HaArami in a chalom halailah, and said unto him, Take

heed that thou speak not to Ya'akov either tov or rah.
25ThenLavanovertookYa'akov. NowYa'akovhadpitchedhis ohel on thehar; andLavan

with his achim encamped in Har Gil'ad.
26And Lavan said to Ya'akov,What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares

to me, and carried awaymy banot, like shevuyot (captives) taken with the cherev?
27 Why didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me,

that I might have sent thee away with simchah, and with shirim (songs), with tof (timbrel,
tambourine) andwith kinnor (harp)?

28And hast not allowed me to kiss my banim (grandchildren) and my banot? Thou hast
now done foolishly in so doing.

29 It is in the power of my yad to do you rah; but Elohei Avichem spoke unto me emesh
(last night), saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Ya'akov either tov or rah.

30And now, though thou had to go, because thou greatly longedst after bais avicha, yet
why hast thou stolen elohai?

31 And Ya'akov answered and said to Lavan, Because I was afraid; for I said, Thou
wouldest take by force thy banot fromme.

32Withwhomsoever thoufindest eloheicha, lethimnot live; beforeacheinudiscern thou
what is thinewithme, and take it to thee. For Ya'akov knewnot that Rachel had played the
ganav with them.

33And Lavan went into the ohel Ya'akov, and into the ohel Leah and into the ohel shtei
ha'amahot; but he found themnot. Thenwent he out of the ohel Leah, and entered into the
ohel Rachel.

34Now Rachel had taken the terafim, and put them in the saddle of the gamal, and sat
upon them. And Lavan searched all the ohel, but found them not.

35And she said to her av, Let it not displease adoni that I cannot rise up in thy presence;
for the derech nashim is uponme. And he searched but found not the terafim.

36And Ya'akov was in wrath, and upbraided Lavan: and Ya'akov answered and said to
Lavan,What is my peysha? What is my chattat, that thou hast so hotly pursued after me?

37Whereas thou hast searched through all that I own, what hast thou found of all thy
kelei bais? Set it here before my achim and thy achim, that they may judge between us
both.

38These esrim shanahhave I beenwith thee; recheleicha (thy ewes) and thy female goats
have not miscarried, and the rams of thy tzon have I not eaten.

39That which was treifah (torn of beasts) I brought not unto thee; I bore the loss of it; of
my yad didst thou require it, whether stolen by yom, or stolen by lailah.

40Thus Iwas; in the yom the chorev (heat) consumedme, and the kerach (cold) by lailah;
andmy sheynah (sleep) departed frommine eyes.

41Thushave I been esrim shanah in thybais; I served thee arba-esreh shanah for thy two
banot, and shesh shanim for thy tzon: and thou hast changedmy sachar aseret monim.
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42 Except Elohei Avi, Elohei Avraham, and the Pachad of Yitzchak had been with me,
surely thou hadst sent me away now empty handed. Elohim hath seen mine oni and the
toil of my palms, and rebuked thee emesh (last night).

43 And Lavan answered and said unto Ya'akov, These banot are my banot, and these
banim are my banim, and this tzon is my tzon, and all that thou seest is mine; yet what
can I do today about these my banot, or about their banimwhich they have born?

44Now therefore come thou, let us cut a brit, I and thou; and let it be for an ed between
me and thee.

45And Ya'akov took an even, and set it up for amatzevah (pillar).
46And Ya'akov said unto his achim, Gather avanim; and they took avanim, and made a

gal (heap, mound); and they did eat there upon the gal.
47And Lavan called it Yegar Sahaduta; but Ya'akov called it Gale'ed (“Heap ofWitness”).
48 And Lavan said, This gal (heap, mound) is an ed (witness) between me and thee this

day. Therefore was shmo called Gale'ed;
49AndMitzpah (Watch); for he said, HASHEMwatch betweenme and thee, when we are

absent one from another.
50 If thou shalt afflict my banot, or if thou shalt take nashim besidesmy banot, noman is

with us; see, Elohim ed beini uveinecha (Elohim is witness betweenme and you).
51 And Lavan said to Ya'akov, Hinei this gal (heap, mound), and hinei the matzevah

(pillar), which I have cast betweenme and thee;
52 This gal (heap, mound) be ed (witness), and this matzevah (pillar) be edah (witness),

that for ra'ah I will not pass over this gal to thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this gal
and this matzevah untome.

53TheEloheiAvraham, andEloheiNachor, EloheiAvihemjudgebetweenus. AndYa'akov
swore by the Pachad Aviv Yitzchak.

54 Then Ya'akov offered zavach upon the har, and called his achim to eat lechem; and
they did eat lechem, and tarried all night on the har.

32
1And early in the boker (morning) Lavan rose up, and kissed his banim and his banot,

andmade on them a brocha; and Lavan departed, and returned unto his makom.
2And Ya'akov went on his derech, and themalachim of Elohimmet him.
3Andwhen Ya'akov saw them, he said, This is Mahaneh Elohim; and he called the shem

of that makom (place)Machanayim.

[VAYISHLACH]
4 And Ya'akov sent malachim before him to Esav achiv unto Eretz Se'ir, the country of

Edom.
5 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto adoni Esav; Thy eved

Ya'akov saith thus, I have sojourned with Lavan, and stayed there until now;
6And I have shor (oxen), and chamor, tzon, and eved, and shifchah; and I have sent to

tell adoni, that I may find chen (grace) in thy sight.
7And the malachim returned to Ya'akov, saying, We came to Esav achicha, and also he

cometh to meet thee, and arbame'ot ish with him.
8 Then Ya'akov was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided HaAm that was with

him, and the tzon, and bakar, and the gemalim, into twomachanot;
9 And said, If Esav come to the one machaneh, and attack it, then the other machaneh

which is left shall escape.
10AndYa'akov said, OEloheiAviAvraham, andEloheiAviYitzchak,HASHEMwhich saidst

unto me, Shuv l'aretzecha and to thymoledet (kindred), and I will deal well with thee;
11 I am not worthy of the least of all the chasadim, and of all the emes, which Thou hast

showed unto Thy eved; for withmymakal (rod, staff) I passed over this Yarden; and now I
am become twomachanot.

12 Save me, now, from the yad achi, from the yad Esav; for I fear him, lest he will come
and attackme, emwith banim.

13But Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy zera as the chol of the yam,
which cannot be numbered for multitude.

14And he spent there that same night; and took of that which came to his yad aminchah
for Esav achiv;

15Two hundred female goats, and twentymale goats, two hundred rechelim (ewes), and
twenty eilim (rams),
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16 Thirty nursing gemalim with their colts, forty parot (cows), and ten parim (bulls),
twenty female donkeys, and tenmale donkeys.

17And he delivered them into the yad of his avadim, every herd by itself; and said unto
his avadim, Pass over before me, and keep a space between herd and herd.

18Andhe commanded the rishon, saying,WhenEsav achimeeteth thee, and asketh thee,
saying, Whose art thou? And to where goest thou? And whose are these [animals] before
thee?

19Then thou shalt say, They are of thy eved Ya'akov; it is aminchah sent unto adoni Esav;
and, hinei, also he is behind us.

20 And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that followed the adarim
(herds), saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esav, when ye find him.

21And say yemoreover, Hinei, thy eved Ya'akov is behind us. For he said, Akhapperah (I
will appease, cover) his facewith theminchah that goeth ahead ofme, and afterward Iwill
see his face; perhaps he will accept me.

22Sowent theminchah (present) over ahead of him; but hehimself stayedbalailah in the
machaneh.

23Andhe roseup that night, and tookhis twonashimandhis two shifchot, andhis eleven
yeladim, and passed over thema'avar (ford) Yabbok.

24And he took them, and sent them over the stream, and sent over [all] that he had.
25And Ya'akov was left by himself; and there wrestled an ish with him until the shachar

(dawn, sunup).
26 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he struck his hip socket; so

Ya'akovʼs hip socket dislocated while he wrestled with him.
27And he said, Let me go, for shachar breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, unless

thoumake a berakhah uponme.
28And he said unto him,What is shemecha? And he said, Ya'akov.
29Andhe said, Shimcha shall be called nomore Ya'akov, but Yisroel: for sarita imElohim

([yisrah=to prevail + El=G-d = Yisroel] ye have striven with Elohim) and with anashim, and
hast overcome.

30And Ya'akov asked him, and said, Tell me, now, shemecha. And he said, Why is it that
thou dost ask after shmi? And hemade a brocha upon him there.

31And Ya'akov called the shem of themakom (place) Peniel (Face of G-d): for I have seen
Elohim panim el panim, andmy nefesh is saved.

32Andas he passed over Penuel the shemesh rose uponhim, andhe limpeduponhis hip.
33Therefore the Bnei Yisroel eat not of the sinew of the thigh vein (gid hanasheh, sciatic

nerve) which is upon the hip socket, unto this day; because he touched the hip socket of
Ya'akov in the sinew of the thigh vein.

33
1And Ya'akov lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, hinei, Esav came, and with him arba

me'ot ish (four hundredmen). And he divided the yeladimunto Leah, and unto Rachel, and
unto the two shefachot.

2 And he put the shefachot and their yeladim rishonah, and Leah and her yeladim
acharonim, and Rachel and Yosef acharonim.

3Andhepassedoverbefore them, andbowedhimself to thegroundshevape'amim,until
he came near to achiv (his brother).

4And Esav ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his tzavar (neck), and kissed
him; and they wept.

5Andhe lifted uphis eyes, and saw the nashimand the yeladim; and said,Who are those
with thee? And he said, The yeladimwhich Elohim hath graciously given thy eved.

6Then the shefachot came near, they and their yeladim, and they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her yeladim came near, and bowed themselves; and after came

Yosef near and Rachel, and they bowed themselves.
8And he said,Whatmeanest thou by all this machanehwhich Imet? And he said, These

are to find chen (grace) in the eyes of adoni.
9And Esav said, I have enough, achi (my brother); keep that thou hast unto thyself.
10And Ya'akov said, No, now, if I have found chen (grace) in thy sight, then receive my

minchah atmy yad inasmuch as I have seen thy face, as though I had seen the p'nei Elohim
(the face of G-d) vatirtzeini (and thouwast pleased to acceptme, thouwast appeased byme).

11Accept, now, my brocha that is brought to thee; because Elohim hath dealt graciously
with me, and because yesh li khol (there is to me all, my needs aremet). And he urged him,
and he accepted.
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12And he said, Nise'ah (let us take our journey), and let us go, I will go next to thee.
13Andhe saiduntohim,Adoni knoweth that theyeladimare tender and thenursing tzon

andbakar are uponme; and ifmen should overdrive themyomechad, all the tzonwill die.
14 Let now adoni, pass over before his eved; and I will lead on slowly, according to the

pace of the drove that goeth before me and the pace the yeladim are able to endure, until
I come unto adoni at Se'ir.

15And Esav said, Let me now leave with thee some of HaAm that are with me. And he
said, What needeth it? Let me find chen in the sight of adoni.

16 So Esav returned that day on his derech unto Se'ir.
17 And Ya'akov journeyed to Sukkot, and built him a bais, and made sukkot for his

mikneh; therefore the shem of themakom is called Sukkot.
18 And Ya'akov came shalem to Ir Shechem, which is in eretz Kena'an, when he came

from Paddan-Aram; and encamped before the Ir.
19And he bought a chelkat hasadeh (piece of land), where he had pitched there his ohel,

from the yad Bnei Chamor Avi Shechem, for a hundred pieces of kesitah (money).
20And he erected there aMizbe'ach, and called it El Elohei Yisroel.

34
1And Dinah Bat Leah, which she bore unto Ya'akov, went out to see the Banot HaAretz.
2Andwhen Shechem Ben Chamor the Chivi (Hivite), Nasi HaAretz, saw her, he took her,

and lay with her, and violated her.
3 And his nefesh had deveykus unto Dinah Bat Ya'akov, and he loved the na'arah, and

spoke to the lev hanaarah.
4And Shechem spoke unto Chamor aviv, saying, Get me this yaldah as isha.
5And Ya'akov heard that he had made his bat Dinah tameh; now his banim were with

his mikneh in the sadeh; and Ya'akov held his peace until they were come.
6And Chamor avi Shechemwent out unto Ya'akov to speak with him.
7And the Bnei Ya'akov came from the sadeh when they heard it; and the anashim were

grieved, and they were in wrath greatly, because he had wrought nevalah (folly, disgrace,
outrage) against Yisroel in lying with Bat Ya'akov; which thing ought not to be done.

8And Chamor spokewith them, saying, The nefesh of beni (my son) Shechem longeth for
your bat; now give her him as isha.

9 So intermarry with us, and give your banot unto us, and take benoteinu (our banot)
unto you.

10And ye shall dwell with us; and HaAretz shall be before you; dwell and trade therein,
and get you possessions therein.

11And Shechem said unto her av and unto her achim, Let me find chen (grace) in your
eyes, and what ye shall say untome I will give.

12 Ask me never so much mohar (bride price, dowry) and mattan (gift), and I will pay
according as ye shall say untome; but give me the na'arah as isha.

13 And the Bnei Ya'akov answered Shechem and Chamor aviv in mirmar (deceit) and
spoke because he hadmade Dinah their achot tameh;

14And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give achoteinu (our sister) to ish
that is arelah (uncircumcised); for that would be a cherpah (reproach, disgrace) unto us;

15But in thiswill we consent unto you: If yewill become like us, that every zachar of you
be circumcised;

16Then will we give benoteinu unto you, and we will take your banot to us, and we will
dwell among you, and wewill become as Am Echad.

17But if ye will not pay heed unto us, to become circumcised; then will we take biteinu
(our daughter), and wewill go.

18And their words pleased Chamor, and Shechem Ben Chamor.
19And the na'ar deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in Bat Ya'akov; and

he wasmore respected than kol Bais Aviv.
20And Chamor and Shechem bno came unto the Sha'ar of their city, and they spokewith

the anashim of their city, saying,
21These anashim are shlemim (peaceable)with us; therefore let them settle in HaAretz,

and let them trade therein forHaAretz, hinei, it is plenty of room for them; let us take their
banot to us as nashim, and let us give them benoteinu.

22Only herein will the anashim consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be Am Echad, if
every zachar among us be circumcised, just as they are nimolim (ones being circumcised).

23Shall not their mikneh and their property and every behemah of theirs be ours? Only
let us consent unto them, and they will settle among us.
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24And unto Chamor and unto Shechem bno paid heed all that went out of the Sha'ar of
his city; and every zachar was circumcised, all that went out of the Sha'ar of his city.

25And it came to pass on the YomHaShlishi, when theywere in pain, that two of the Bnei
Ya'akov, Shim'on and Levi, achei Dinah, took each ish his cherev, and came upon the Ir
betach (boldly, confidently), and they slaughtered kol zachar.

26And they slaughtered Chamor and Shechembnowith the edge of the cherev, and took
Dinah from the Bais Shechem and left.

27The Bnei Ya'akov cameupon the chalalim (dead ones, slain ones), and plundered the Ir,
because they hadmade their achot tameh.

28They seized their tzon, and their bakar, and their chamorim, and thatwhichwas in the
Ir, and that which was in the sadeh,

29 And all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their nashim they carried off and
plundered even all that was in the bais.

30 And Ya'akov said to Shim'on and Levi, Ye have brought trouble on me to make me a
stench among the inhabitants of HaAretz, among the Kena'ani and the Perizzi; and I being
few inmispar, they shall gather themselves together againstme, and attackme; and I shall
be destroyed, I andmy bais.

31And they said, Should he deal with achoteinu like with zonah?

35
1AndElohim said unto Ya'akov, Arise, go up to Beit-El, and settle there; andmake there a

Mizbe'ach unto El (G-d) that appeared unto theewhen thou didst flee from the face of Esav
achicha.

2 Then Ya'akov said unto his Bais, and to all that were with him, Put away the elohei
hanekhar that are among you, and be tahor, and change your simlah (garments);

3 And let us arise, and go up to Beit-El; and I will build there a Mizbe'ach unto El (G-d)
Who answeredme inmy yom tzoros, and was withme in the derech in which I went.

4And they gave unto Ya'akov kol elohei hanekhar which were in their yad, and all their
nezamimwhichwere in their oznayim; andYa'akovburied themunder theelah (terebinth)
which was at Shechem.

5And they journeyed; and the chittat Elohim (terror ofG-d)was upon the cities thatwere
around them, and they did not pursue after the Bnei Ya'akov.

6So Ya'akov came to Luz, which is in Eretz Kena'an, that is, Beit-El, he and kol haAm that
were with him.

7And he built there a Mizbe'ach, and called the makom (place) El Beit-El; because there
HaElohim appeared unto him, when he fled from the face of achiv.

8ButDevorahmeineket Rivkahdied, and shewas buriedunder an alon (oak)belowBeit-
El; and shmowas called Alon Bachut.

9And Elohim appeared unto Ya'akov again, when he returned from Paddan-Aram, and
made a brocha upon him.

10And Elohim said unto him, Shimcha is Ya'akov; shimcha shall not be called any more
Ya'akov, but Yisroel shall be shemecha; and He called shmo Yisroel.

11 And Elohim said unto him, I am El Shaddai; be fruitful and multiply; a Goy (nation)
and a Kehal Goyim shall be from thee, andMelechim shall come out of thy loins;

12AndHaAretz which I gave Avraham and Yitzchak, to thee I will give it, and to thy zera
after thee will I give HaAretz.

13And Elohimwent up from him in themakomwhere He talked with him.
14And Ya'akov set up amatzevah (pillar,monument) in themakomwhereHe talkedwith

him, evenamatzevat even (pillarof stone); andhepouredanesech (drinkoffering) thereon,
and he poured shemen (oil) thereon.

15And Ya'akov called the shem of themakomwhere Elohim spoke with him, Beit-El.
16 And they journeyed from Beit-El; and there was still a space of ha'aretz to get to

Ephratah; and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labor.
17And it came topass,when shewas inhard labor, that themeyaledet (midwife) saidunto

her, Fear not; thou shalt have this ben also.
18And it came to pass, as her nefeshwas in departing, (for she died) that she called shmo

Ben-Oni (Son of Affliction); but aviv called him Binyamin.
19And Rachel died, and was buried on the derech to Ephratah, which is Beit-Lechem.
20And Ya'akov set up amatzevah upon her kever; that ismatzevet kevurat Rachel to this

day.
21And Yisroel journeyed, and pitched his ohel beyondMigdal-Eder.
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22And it came to pass, when Yisroel dwelt in that land, that Reuven went and lay with
Bilhah pilegesh aviv and Yisroel heard it. Now the Bnei Ya'akov were Sheneym Asar
(Twelve);

23 The Bnei Leah: Reuven bechor Ya'akov, and Shim'on, and Levi, and Yehudah, and
Yissakhar, and Zevulun;

24The Bnei Rachel: Yosef, and Binyamin;
25And the Bnei Bilhah shifchat Rachel: Dan, and Naphtali;
26And the Bnei Zilpah shifchat Leah: Gad, and Asher; these are the Bnei Ya'akov, which

were born to him in Paddan-Aram.
27 And Ya'akov came unto Yitzchak Aviv unto Mamre, unto Kiriat-HaArba, which is

Chevron, where Avraham and Yitzchak sojourned.
28And the days of Yitzchak wereme'at shanah u'shemonim shanah.
29And Yitzchak expired, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being zaken (old)

and full of yamim; and his banim Esav and Ya'akov buried him.

36
1Now these are the toldot Esav, who is Edom.
2Esav took his nashim of the Banot Kena'an: Adah Bat Elon the Chitti, and Oholivamah

Bat Anah Bat Tziveon the Chivi;
3And Basmat Bat Yishmael, achot Nevayot.
4And Adah bore to Esav Eliphaz; and Basmat bore Reuel;
5And Oholivamah bore Ye'ush, and Ya'alam, and Korach; these are the Bnei Esav, which

were born unto him in Eretz Kena'an.
6AndEsav tookhis nashim, andhis banim, andhis banot, andkol nafshot of his bais, and

his mikneh, and all his behemah, and all his possessions, which he had acquired in Eretz
Kena'an; and went into the eretz from the face of Ya'akov achiv.

7 For their wealth was more than that they might dwell together; and the eretz of their
sojourns could not support them because of their mikneh.

8Thus dwelt Esav in har Se'ir; Esav is Edom.
9And these are the toldot Esav avi Edom in har Se'ir:
10These are the shemot Bnei Esav; Eliphaz BenAdah eshet Esav, Reuel Ben Basmat eshet

Esav.
11And the Bnei Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Tzepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.
12 And Timna was pilegesh (concubine) to Eliphaz Ben Esav; and she bore to Eliphaz

Amalek; these were the Bnei Adah eshet Esav.
13And these are the Bnei Reuel: Nachat, and Zerach, Shammah, andMizzah; these were

the Bnei Basmat eshet Esav.
14And these were the Bnei Oholivamah Bat Anah Bat Tziveon, eshet Esav: and she bore

to Esav Ye'ush, and Ya'alam, and Korach.
15 These were alufei (chiefs) of the Bnei Esav: the Bnei Eliphaz the bechor Esav; aluf

(chief) Teman, aluf Omar, aluf Tzepho, aluf Kenaz,
16 Aluf (chief) Korach, aluf (chief) Gatam, and aluf (chief) Amalek; these are the alufei

Eliphaz in Eretz Edom; these were the Bnei Adah.
17And these are theBnei Reuel BenEsav: aluf (chief)Nachat, aluf Zerach, aluf Shammah,

alufMizzah; these are the alufei Reuel inEretz Edom; these are theBneiBasmat eshet Esav.
18And these are the Bnei Oholivamah eshet Esav: aluf (chief) Ye'ush, aluf Ya'alam, aluf

Korach; these were the alufei Oholivamah Bat Anah eshet Esav.
19These are the Bnei Esav, who is Edom, and these are their alufim (chiefs).
20 These are the Bnei Se'ir the Chori, who inhabited HaAretz: Lotan, and Shoval, and

Tziveon, and Anah,
21AndDishon, and Etzer, andDishan; these are the alufei HaChori, the Bnei Se'ir in Eretz

Edom.
22And the Bnei Lotan were Chori and Hemam; and achot Lotan was Timna.
23And the Bnei Shoval were these: Alvan, andManachat, and Eival, Shepho, and Onam.
24And these are the Bnei Tziveon: both Ayah, and Anah; this was that Anah that found

the hot springs in themidbar, as he pastured the chamorim of Tziveon aviv.
25And the Bnei Anahwere these: Dishon, and Oholivamah Bat Anah.
26And these are the Bnei Dishon: Chemdan, and Eshban, and Yitran, and Keran.
27The Bnei Etzer are these: Bilhan, and Za'avan, and Akan.
28The Bnei Dishan are these: Utz, and Aran.
29These are the alufei (chiefs) haChori: aluf (chief) Lotan, aluf Shoval, aluf Tziveon, aluf

Anah,
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30Aluf Dishon, aluf Etzer, aluf (chief)Dishan; these are the alufei haChori by their alufim
(chiefs) in Eretz Se'ir.

31 And these are the melechim that reigned in Eretz Edom, before there reigned any
melech over the Bnei Yisroel.

32And Bela Ben Be'or reigned in Edom; and the shem of his city was Dinhavah.
33And Bela died, and Yovav Ben Zerach of Botzrah reigned in his place.
34And Yovav died, and Chusham of Eretz Temani reigned in his place.
35AndChushamdied, andHadadBenBedad,whodefeatedMidyan in the sadehofMoav,

reigned in his place; and the shem of his city was Avit.
36And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.
37And Samlah died, and Sha'ul of Rechovot-nahar reigned in his place.
38And Sha'ul died, and Ba'al-Chanan Ben Achbor reigned in his place.
39And Ba'al-Chanan Ben Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place; and the shem of

his city was Pau; and the shem of his isha wasMehetavel Bat Matred Bat Mei-Zahav.
40And these are the shemot of the alufei Esav, according to their mishpechot, after their

mekomot, by their shemot: aluf (chief) Timna, aluf (chief) Alvah, aluf (chief) Yetet,
41Aluf Oholivamah, aluf (chief) Elah, aluf (chief) Pinon,
42Aluf (chief) Kenaz, aluf (chief) Teman, aluf (chief)Mivtzar,
43 Aluf (chief) Magdiel, aluf (chief) Iram; these are the alufei Edom, according to their

moshavot in the eretz of their achuzzah; this is Esav Avi Edom.

37
[VAYESHEV]

1And Ya'akov dwelt in the eretzmegurei Aviv (in the landwherein his fatherwas a ger) in
Eretz Kena'an.

2These are the toldot Ya'akov. Yosef, being seventeen years old, was ro'ehwith his achim
to the tzon; now the na'ar was with the bnei Bilhah, and with the bnei Zilpah, the ne'shei
Aviv (the wives of his father); and Yosef brought unto Avihem (their father) dibbatam ra'ah
(a bad, evil report of them).

3Now Yisroel loved Yosef more than all his children, because he was the ben zekunim
(the sonofhisoldage); andhemadehimakesonespassim (ketonet [tunic] reaching topalms
and soles).*

4And when his achim saw that Avihem loved him more than all his achim, they hated
him, and could not speak with shalom unto him.

5And Yosef dreamed a chalom (dream),† and he told it to his achim; and they hated him
yet themore.

6And he said unto them, Hear, now, this chalomwhich I have dreamed:
7For, hinei,wewerebindingalummim (sheavesofwheat)out in the sadeh, and, hinei,my

sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, hinei, your alummot (sheaves of wheat) gathered
around it, and bowed down tomy sheaf.

8And his achim said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? Or shalt thou indeed have
dominion over us? And they hated him yet themore for his chalomot (dreams), and for his
devarim.

9 And he dreamed yet another chalom, and told it his achim, and said, Hinei, I have
dreamed a chalom more; and, hinei, the shemesh and the yarei'ach and the eleven
kokhavim bowed down tome.

10 And he told it to Aviv, and to his achim: and Aviv rebuked him, and said unto him,
What is this chalom that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and Immecha and Achecha indeed
come to bow down ourselves to the ground before thee?

11 And his achim had kina (jealousy, envy) toward him; but Aviv was shomer over the
saying.

12Andhis achimwent for thepurpose tobe ro'eh tzonAvihem in thevicinity of Shechem.
13And Yisroel said unto Yosef, Do not thy achim ro'im in Shechem? Come and Iwill send

thee unto them. And he said to him, Hineni.
14And he said to him, Go, now, see about the shalom achecha, and the shalom hatzon;

and bringme devar. So he sent him out of the Emek Chevron, and he went to Shechem.
15And a certain ish found him, and, hinei, he was wandering in the sadeh; and the ish

asked him, saying, What seekest thou?
16And he said, I seekmy achim; tell me, now, where they ro'im (feed their flocks).

* 37:3 SeeMessianic significance Yn 19:23 † 37:5 SeeMt 2:22
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17And the ish said, They are departed fromhere; for I heard them say, Let us go toDotan.
And Yosef went after his achim, and found them in Dotan.

18Andwhen they sawhimmerachok (afar off, in the distance), even before he came near
unto them, they conspired against him to kill him.

19And they said one to another, Hinei, this ba'al hachalomot cometh.
20 Come now therefore, and let us kill him, and throw him into one of the borot (pits),

and we will say, Some chayyah ra'ah (evil wild beast) hath devoured him; and we shall see
what will become of his chalomot.

21And Reuven heard it, and he saved him out of their yadayim; and said, Let us not take
his nefesh.

22And Reuven said unto them, Do no shefach dahm (shedding of blood), but throw him
into this bor that is in the midbar, and lay no yad upon him; that he might rescue him out
of their yadayim, to take him back to Aviv.

23And it came to pass, when Yosef was come unto his achim, that they stripped Yosef of
his kesones,‡ his kesones hapassim that was on him;

24And they took him, and threw him into the borah (pit); and the bor was empty, there
was nomayim in it.

25And they sat down to eat lechem; and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, hinei,
a caravan of Yishm'elim was coming from Gil'ad with their gemalim bearing spices and
balm andmyrrh, going to carry it down toMitzrayim.

26And Yehudah said unto his achim, What betza (profit, gain) is it if we kill achinu (our
brother), and conceal his dahm?

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Yishm'elim, and let not yadeinu (our hands) be upon
him; for he is achinu (our brother) and besareinu (our flesh). And his achim agreed.

28Then there passed by anashimMidyanim socharim (men ofMidyan, traders); and they
drew and lifted up Yosef out of the bor, and sold Yosef to the Yishm'elim for esrim kesef;
and they took Yosef to Mitzrayim.

29And Reuven returned unto the bor; and, hinei, Yosef was not in the bor; and he made
the keriah of his clothes.§

30And he returned unto his achim, and said, The yeled is not; and I, where shall I turn?
31And they took the kesones Yosef, and did shachat the se'ir izzim (slaughtered the kid of

the goats), and dipped the kesones in the dahm;
32And theysent thekesoneshapassim, and theybrought it toAvihem; andsaid, Thishave

we found; examine for identification purposes now whether it be the kesones Binecha or
no.

33And he recognized it, and said, It is the kesones beni; a chayyah ra'ah hath devoured
him; Yosef is without doubt torn in pieces.

34 And Ya'akov made the keriah of his clothes, and put sackcloth on his loins, and
mourned for beno yamim rabbim.

35 And all his banim and all his banot rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be
comforted; and he said, For I will go down to beni mourning to Sheol. Thus Aviv wept for
him.

36And theMidyanim sold him intoMitzrayim unto Potiphar, a seris Pharaoh (courtier of
Pharaoh), a sar hatabbachim (a captain of the slaughterers, executioners, i.e., captain of the
guard).

38
1And it came to pass at that time, that Yehudah went down from his achim, and turned

in to an ish Adullami shmo Chirah.
2 And Yehudah saw there a bat ish Kena'ani shmo Shua; and he took her, and went in

unto her.
3 She conceived, and bore ben; and he called shmo Er.
4And she conceived again, and bore ben; and she called shmo Onan.
5And she yet again conceived, and bore ben; and called shmo Shelah; at Keziv, when she

bore him.
6And Yehudah took a wife for Er his bechor, whose shemwas Tamar.
7And Er, bechor Yehudah, was rah in the eyes of HASHEM; andHASHEM slaughtered him.
8AndYehudahsaiduntoOnan,Go inuntoeshetachicha, andenter into leviratemarriage

with her, and raise up zera to achicha.

‡ 37:23 See Yn 19:23 § 37:29 compareMk 14:63
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9And Onan knew that the zera should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in
unto eshet achiv, that he spilled it on the ground, lest he should give zera to achiv.

10And the thing which he did was rah in the eyes of HASHEM; therefore He slaughtered
him also.

11Then said Yehudah to Tamar his shnur, Remain an almanah at thy bais avi, till Shelah
beni is grown; for he said, Lest he die also, as his achim did. And Tamarwent and dwelt in
her bais avi.

12And in process of time the bat Shua, eshet Yehudah, died; and Yehudahwas consoled,
and went up unto his sheepshearers to Timnah, he and his re'a Chirah the Adullami.

13And it was told Tamar, saying, Hinei, thy shver (father-in-law) goeth up to Timnah to
shear his tzon.

14 And she put off her widowʼs garments from her, and covered her with a tze'if (veil,
shleier), and disguised herself, and sat at the entrance of Einayim which is on the derech
to Timnah; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him as isha.

15When Yehudah saw her, he thought her to be a zonah; because she had covered her
face.

16And he turned unto her by the derech, and said, Come now, let me come in unto thee;
(for he knew not that she was his shnur [daughter-in-law]). And she said, What wilt thou
give me, that thoumayest come in untome?

17And he said, I will send thee a gedi izzim (kid of the goats). And she said,Wilt thou give
me an eravon (pledge, mashkn), till thou send it?

18And he said,What eravon shall I give thee? And she said, Thy chotam (signet), and thy
[signet neck] cord, and thy staff that is in thine yad. And he gave it her, and came in unto
her, and she conceived by him.

19And she arose, and went away, and took off her tze'if (veil, shleier) from her, and put
on the garments of her widowhood.

20And Yehudah sent the gedi izzim by the yad of his friend the Adullami, to get back his
eravon (pledge, mashkn) from the yad haisha; but he found her not.

21Thenhe asked themen of that place, saying,Where is the kedesha (cult prostitute) that
was on the crossroads by the derech? And they said, There was no kedesha in this place.

22And he returned to Yehudah, and said, I cannot find her; and also themen of the place
said that there was no kedesha in this place.

23And Yehudah said, Let her take for herself, lest we become buz (laughingstock, shpot);
hinei, I sent this gedi, and thou hast not found her.

24 And it came to pass about shlosh chadashim (three months) later, that it was told
Yehudah saying, Tamar thy shnur hath played the zonah; and also, hinei, she is with child
by zenunim (whoredom). And Yehudah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burned.

25When shewas brought forth, she sent to her shver (father-in-law), saying, By theman,
whose these are, am I with child; and she said, Discern, now, whose are these, the chotam
(signet), and the [signet neck] cord, and the staff.

26 And Yehudah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more tzadekah than I;
because that I gave her not to Shelah beni. And he knew her again nomore.

27And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, hinei te'omim (twin boys) were in
her beten.

28And it came to pass, when she travailed in labor, that the one put out his yad; and the
midwife took and bound upon his yad a scarlet thread, saying, This came out rishonah
(first).

29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his yad, that, hinei, his brother came out; and
she said, Howhast paratzta (thou brokenout)? This paretz (breach, breaking) be upon thee;
therefore shmowas called Peretz [Breaking out].

30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread upon his yad; and
shmowas called Zerach.

39
1 And Yosef was brought down to Mitzrayim; and Potiphar, a saris Pharaoh, Sar

Hatabachim (captain of the bodyguard), a Mitzri, bought him of the hands of the
Yishm'elim, which had brought him down to there.

2AndHASHEMwaswith Yosef, and hewas an ishmatzliach (aman [G-d]makes prosper);
and he was in the bais adonav haMitzri.

3 And adonav saw that HASHEM was with him, and that HASHEM caused all that he did
matzliach in his yad.
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4 And Yosef found chen in his eyes, and he ministered to him; and he made him
mefake'ach (overseer) over his bais, and all that he had he entrusted into his yad.

5And it came to pass from the time that he had made him mefake'ach (overseer) in his
bais, and over all that he had, that HASHEMput a brocha on the bais haMitzri on account of
Yosef; and the birkat HASHEMwas upon all that he had in the bais, and in the sadeh.

6 And he left all that he had in the yad Yosef; and he knew not ought he had, save the
lechem which he did eat. And Yosef was yafeh to'ar (well built) and yafeh mareh (good
looking).

7And it came to pass after these things, that eshet adonav cast her eyes upon Yosef; and
she said, Lie withme.

8Butherefused, andsaiduntoeshet adonav, Look,withme [here], adoniknowsnotwhat
is in the bais, and he hath entrusted all that he hath to my yad;

9 There is none gadol in this bais than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me
except thee only, because thou art his isha; how then can I do hara'ah hagedolah hazot,
and commit chattat against Elohim?

10And it came to pass, as she spoke to Yosef yom yom, that he unto her lo shama (did not
pay heed), to lie with her, or to be with her.

11And it came to pass about this time, that Yosef went into the bais to do his melachah
(work); and there was none of the anshei habayit there within.

12And she caught him by his beged, saying, Liewithme; and he left his beged in her yad,
and fled, and ran outside.

13And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his beged in her yad, and had fled
outside,

14 That she called unto her anshei habayit, and spoke unto them, saying, Look, he hath
brought in unto us an ish Ivri to show disrespect and mock us. He came in unto me to lie
withme, and I screamedwith a kol gadol (loud voice);

15And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted upmy voice and screamed, that he left
his beged withme, and fled, and ran outside.

16And she laid up his beged by her, until adonav came to his bais.
17And she spokeuntohimaccording to thesewords, saying, The evedHaIvri,which thou

hast brought unto us, came in untome to show disrespect andmockme;
18And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and screamed, that he left his beged with

me, and fled outside.
19And it came to pass, when adonav heard the words of his isha, which she spoke unto

him, saying, After this manner did thy eved to me; that his wrath was kindled.
20And adonei Yosef took him, and put him into the bais hasohar, a placewhere the asirei

HaMelech were prisoners; and he was there in the bais hasohar.
21ButHASHEMwaswith Yosef, and showed him chesed, and gave him chen in the eyes of

the sar bais hasohar.
22And the sar bais hasohar entrusted to the yad Yosef all the asirim (prisoners) thatwere

in the bais hasohar; and whatsoever they did there, he was the accomplisher of it.
23The sar bais hasohar looked not to anything that was under his [Yosefʼs] yad; because

HASHEMwas with him, and that which he did, HASHEMmade it to prosper.

40
1And it came to pass after these things, that themashkeh (cupbearer)MelechMitzrayim

and his ofeh (baker) had offended adoneihemMelechMitzrayim.
2And Pharaoh was in wrath against two of his sarisim, against the sar hamashkim, and

against the sar ha'ofim.
3Andheput themb'mishmar (underwatch, in custody) in the bais sar hatabachim (house

of the captainof thebodyguards), in thebais hasohar, in themakom (place)whereYosefwas
incarcerated.

4And the sar hatabachim charged Yosef with them, and heministered to them; and they
continued a season b'mishmar (in custody, under watch).

5And they dreamed a chalom both of them, eachman his chalom in lailah echad (in one
night, the same night), and each chalom with its own pitron (meaning, interpretation), the
mashkeh and the ofeh of MelechMitzrayim, which were prisoners in the bais hasohar.

6AndYosef came in unto them in the boker, and looked upon them, and, hinei, theywere
zo'afim (troubled ones, sad ones).

7 And he asked the sarisim of Pharaoh that were with him b'mishmar (in the custody
ward) of bais adonav, saying, Why look ye so ra'im (bad, downcast ones) hayom (today)?
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8And they said unto him,We have dreamed a chalom, and there is no poter (interpreter)
of it. And Yosef said unto them, Do not pitronim (interpretations) belong to Elohim? Tell
now tome.

9And the sar hamashkim told his chalom to Yosef, and said to him, Inmy chalom, hinei,
a gefen was before me;

10 And in the gefen were shloshah sarigim (three branches); and it was as soon as it
budded, its blossomshot forth; and the clusters thereofbrought forthanavim (ripegrapes);

11And the kos Pharaohwas inmy yad; and I took the anavim (grapes), and pressed them
into kos Pharaoh, and I put the kos into the palm of Pharaoh.

12AndYosef saiduntohim, This is thepitron (interpretation)of it; The shloshet hasarigim
are shloshet yamim.

13Within shloshet yamim shall Pharaoh lift up thine rosh, and restore thee unto thy ken
(place, post); and thou shalt deliver kos Pharaoh into his yad, after the mishpat harishon
(former practice)when thou wast his mashkeh.

14 But remember me* when it shall be well with thee, and show chesed now unto me,
andmakemention of me unto Pharaoh, and bringme out of this bais;

15 For indeed I was stolen away out of the Eretz HaIvrim; and here also have I done
nothing that they should put me into the bor (dungeon).

16When the sar ha'ofim saw that he had done the pitron well, he said unto Yosef, I also
was inmychalom, and, hinei, I had shloshah salei chori (threebasketsof cakes)onmyrosh;

17And in the sal haelyon (uppermost basket) there was all manner of food for Pharaoh;
and ha'oph (the birds) did eat them out of the sal (basket) uponmy rosh.

18And Yosef answered and said, This is the pitron (interpretation,meaning) thereof: The
shloshet hasalim (three baskets) are shloshet yamim.

19Yet within shloshet yamim shall Pharaoh lift off thy rosh from on thee, and shall hang
thee on an etz; and ha'oph (the birds) shall eat thy basar from off thee.

20And it came to pass on YomHaShlishi, whichwas the yom huledet of Pharaoh, that he
made a mishteh (feast) unto all his avadim; and he lifted up the rosh sar hamashkim and
the rosh sar ha'ofim (head of the chief baker) in themidst of his avadim (officials).

21He restored the sar hamashkim unto his mashkeh; and he gave the kos into the palm
of Pharaoh;

22But he hanged the sar ha'ofim: just as Yosef hadmade the pitron to them.
23Yet did not the sar hamashkim remember Yosef† but forgot him.

41
[MIKETZ]

1And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed a chalom: and,
hinei, he stood by haye'or (the River, i.e., the Nile).

2 And, hinei, there came up out of haye'or (the River, i.e., the Nile) seven cows, fine in
appearance and fat in basar; and they grazed on the riverbank.

3And, hinei, seven other cows came up after them out of the Nile, ra'ot mareh (ugly in
appearance) anddakot basar (gaunt ones inflesh, lean-fleshed); and stoodby the other cows
upon the bank of the Nile.

4 And the cows that were ra'ot hamareh and that were dakot habasar did devour the
seven cows that were fine in appearance and fat. Then Pharaoh awoke.

5And he slept and dreamed a chalom the second time; and, hinei, sheva heads of grain
came up upon one stalk, beri'ot (fat ones) and tovot.

6And, hinei, seven thin heads of grain scorched by the east wind tzomechot (sprung up)
after them.

7 And the seven thin heads of grain devoured the seven fat and mele'ot (full) heads of
grain. And Pharaoh awoke; and, hinei, it was a chalom!

8And it came to pass in the boker that his ruachwas troubled; and he sent and called for
all the chartummei Mitzrayim (magicians of Egypt), and all the chachamim thereof; and
Pharaoh told them his chalom; but there was no poter (interpreter) for Pharaoh.

9Then the sar hamashkimspokeunto Pharaoh, saying, I do remembermy faults this day.
10Pharaohwas in wrath with his avadim, and putme b'mishmar (in custody) in the bais

sar hatabbachim, bothme and the sar ha'ofim;
11Andwe dreamed a chalom in the same lailah, I and he; and each chalomwe dreamed

had its own pitron (interpretation).

* 40:14 See Am 6:6 † 40:23 See Am 6:6
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12 And there was there with us a na'ar Ivri, eved to the sar hatabbachim; and we told
him, and he interpreted to us chalomoteinu (our dreams); to each according to his chalom
he did interpret.

13And it was, just as he interpreted to us, so it came to pass; me he restored unto mine
ken (post), and him he hanged.

14Then Pharaoh sent and summoned Yosef, and they brought him hastily out of the bor
(dungeon); and he shaved, and changed his clothes, and came in unto Pharaoh.

15 And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, I have dreamed a chalom, and there is no poter
(interpreter) for it; and I have heard it said of thee, that thou canst understand a chalom
to interpret it.

16 And Yosef answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me; Elohim shall give Pharaoh an
answer of shalom.

17And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, In my chalom, hineni, I stood upon the bank of the Nile;
18 And, hinei, there came up out of the Nile seven cows beri'ot basar (fat in body) and

sleek of form; and they grazed by the riverbank.
19And, hinei, seven other cows came up after them, dalot (poor, scrawny, thin) and ra'ot

to'ar me'od (very ugly in appearance) and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in kol Eretz
Mitzrayim, unacceptably bad;

20And the lean and the ra'ot cows did eat up the first seven fat cows;
21And when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten them;

but they were still rah in appearance, as at the beginning. So I awoke.
22And I saw inmy chalom, and, hinei, sevenheads of grain cameuponone stalk,mele'ot

(full) and tovot (good);
23 And, hinei, seven heads of grain, withered, thin, and scorched with the east wind,

tzomechot (sprung up) after them;
24And the thin heads of grain devoured the seven tov heads of grain; and I told this unto

the chartummim (magicians); but there was none that could explain it to me.
25 And Yosef said unto Pharaoh, The chalom of Pharaoh is echad: HaElohim hath

revealed to Pharaoh what He is about to do.
26The seven good cows are seven shanim; and the seven good heads of grain are seven

shanim. The chalom is echad.
27And the seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are sheva shanim; and the

seven empty heads of grain scorched by the east wind are sheva shnei ra'av (seven years of
famine).

28This is the thingwhich I have spoken unto Pharaoh;What HaElohim is about to do He
showeth unto Pharaoh.

29 Hinei, there come sheva shanim of sava gadol (great fullness, plenty, abundance)
throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

30 And there shall arise after them sheva shnei ra'av (seven years of famine) and kol
hasava (all abundance) shall be forgotten in Eretz Mitzrayim; and the ra'av (famine) shall
consume the land;

31And the sava shall not be known in the land by reason of that ra'av (famine) following;
for it shall be kavedme'od (very grievous).

32 And for that the chalom was doubled unto Pharaoh; it is because the thing is
[decidedly] established by HaElohim, and HaElohimwill shortly bring it to pass.

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh select an ish navon and chochom (a man discerning and
wise) and set him over Eretz Mitzrayim.

34Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint pekidim (officers, overseers, commissioners)
over the land, and take up the fifth part [of the harvest] of Eretz Mitzrayim in the sheva
shnei hasava.

35And let them gather kol ochel of those shanim hatovot that come, and store up grain
under the yad Pharaoh, and let them be shomer over ochel in the cities.

36And that ochel shall be for reserves for the land against the sheva shnei hara'av, which
shall be in Eretz Mitzrayim; that the land perish not through the ra'av.

37And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his avadim.
38And Pharaoh said unto his avadim, Can we find such an ish as this is, an ish in whom

is the Ruach Elohim?
39And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, Forasmuch as Elohim hath showed thee all this, there is

none so navon (discerning) and chochom (wise) as thou art;
40Thou shalt be overmy bais (palace), and according unto thymouth shall all my people

order themselves; only with respect to the kisse will I be greater than thou.
41And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, See, I have set thee over kol Eretz Mitzrayim.
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42And Pharaoh took off his taba'at (signet ring) from his yad, and put it upon yad Yosef,
and arrayed him in garments of fine linen, and put a chain of zahav around his neck;

43And hemade him to ride in the secondmerkavahwhich he had; and they cried before
him, Avrech! And he put him over kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

44And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his
yad or regel in kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

45 And Pharaoh called shem Yosef Tzaphnat Pa'neach; and he gave him as isha Asenat
Bat Poti Phera kohen of On. And Yosef went out over all Eretz Mitzrayim.

46And Yosef was thirty years oldwhen he stood before PharaohMelechMitzrayim. And
Yosef went out from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

47And in the sheva shnei hasava the land brought forth by handfuls.
48Andhe gatheredupkol ochel of the sheva shanim,whichwere inEretzMitzrayim, and

laid up the ochel in the cities; the ochel of the sadeh, which surrounded every city, laid he
up in the same.

49And Yosef gathered grain as the chol (sand) of the yam, very much, until he stopped
counting; for it was without mispar (number).

50And unto Yosef were born two banim before the shnat ra'av came, which Asenat Bat
Poti Phera kohen of On bore unto him.

51AndYosef called the shemof the bechorMenasheh: For Elohim, said he nashani, (hath
mademe forget) all my amal, and kol bais Avi.

52And the shem of the second called he Ephrayim: For Elohim hifrani (hath caused me
to be fruitful) in the eretz of my oni (suffering).

53And the sheva shnei hasava that was in Eretz Mitzrayimwere ended.
54And the sheva shnei hara'av began to come, just as Yosef had said; and the ra'av was

in all lands; but in kol Eretz Mitzrayim there was lechem.
55Andwhen kol EretzMitzrayimwas famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for lechem;

and Pharaoh said unto kol Mitzrayim, Go unto Yosef; what he saith to you, do.
56 And the ra'av (famine) was over kol pnei ha'aretz; and Yosef opened all that was

in them, and sold unto the Mitzrayim; and the ra'av (famine) became severe in Eretz
Mitzrayim.

57AndkolHaAretz (all theworld) came intoMitzrayim toYosef to buy grain; because that
the ra'av (famine)was so chazak in kol HaAretz.

42
1Now when Ya'akov saw that there was shever (grain) in Mitzrayim, Ya'akov said unto

his banim,Why do ye look one upon another?
2Andhe said, Hinei, I have heard that there is shever (grain) inMitzrayim; get you down

to there, and buy for us from there; that wemay live, and not die.
3Achei Yosef asarah (Yosefʼs ten brothers) then went down to buy grain inMitzrayim.
4But Binyamin, achi Yosef, Ya'akov sent not with his achim; for he said, Lest ason (evil,

harm) befall him.
5 And the Bnei Yisroel came to make purchase among those that were coming; for the

ra'av (famine)was in Eretz Kena'an.
6 And Yosef was the Shalit Al HaAretz, and he it was that sold to kol Am HaAretz: and

Achei Yosef came, and prostrated themselves before himwith their faces to the ground.
7And Yosef saw his achim, and he recognized them, but made himself a stranger unto

them, and spoke roughly unto them; and he said unto them, From where come ye? And
they said, From Eretz Kena'an to buy ochel.

8And Yosef recognized his achim, but they recognized not him.
9 And Yosef remembered the chalomot which he dreamed about them, and said unto

them, Ye aremeragelim (spies); to see the ervat ha'aretz (nakedness of the land) ye came.
10And they said unto him, Lo, adoni, but to buy okhel are thy avadim come.
11We are all bnei ish echad; we are truthful ones, thy avadim are nomeragelim.
12And he said unto them, Lo, but to see the ervat ha'aretz ye came.
13 And they said, Thy avadim are Shneym Asar Achim, the bnei ish echad in Eretz

Kena'an; and, hinei, the katon is today with Avinu, and one is not.
14And Yosef said unto them, That is it just as I spoke unto you, Ye are meragelim;
15Hereby ye shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth fromhere, except

achichem hakaton (your youngest brother) come here.
16 Send one of you, and let him bring back achichem, and ye shall be kept prisoner, that

yourwordsmay be tested, whether there be any emes in you; or else by the life of Pharaoh
surely ye are meragelim (spies).
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17And he put them all together el-mishmar (in custody) shloshet yamim.
18AndYosef saidunto themon theYomHaShlishi,* This do, and live; for I fearHaElohim:
19 If ye be truthful ones, let one of your achim be bound in your bais mishmar; go ye,

carry grain for the ra'avon (famine of) bateichem (your house);
20But bring achichemhakaton untome; so shall yourwords be verified, and ye shall not

die. And they did so.
21And they said one to another, Surely we are ashemim (guilty ones) because of achinu

(our brother), in that we saw the tzoros of his nefesh, when he besought us, and we would
not hear; therefore is this tzoros come upon us.

22And Reuven answered them, saying, Spoke I not unto you, saying, Do not sin against
theyeled; andyewouldnothear? Therefore, hinei, theaccounting forhisdahmis required
[of us].†

23 And they had no da'as that Yosef understood them; for he spoke unto them by the
melitz (go-between, interpreter).

24And he turned himself away from them, and wept; and returned to them again, and
spoke with them, and took from them Shim'on, and bound him before their eyes.

25Then Yosef commanded to fill their kelimwith grain, and to restore everymanʼs kesef
into his sack, and to give them provision for the derech; and thus did he unto them.

26And they loaded their chamorimwith the grain, and departed from there.
27And as one of them opened his sack to get feed for his chamor in the malon (inn), he

saw his kesef; for, hinei, it was in themouth of his sack.
28And he said unto his achim, My kesef is restored; and, hinei, it is even inmy sack; and

their lev failed them, and they shook with fear, saying one to another, What is this that
Elohim hath done unto us?

29And they came unto Ya'akov Avihem in Eretz Kena'an, and told him all that befell unto
them; saying,

30 The ish, who is adonei HaAretz, spoke roughly to us, and took us for meragelim
HaAretz.

31Andwe said unto him,We are truthful ones; we are nomeragelim;
32We are ShneymAsar Achim, Bnei Avinu; one is not, and the katon is today with Avinu

in Eretz Kena'an.
33 And the ish, adonei HaAretz, said unto us, Hereby shall I know that ye are truthful

ones; leave one of your achim here with me, and that which is needful for the ra'avon
bateichem (famine of your houses), take and be gone;

34And bring achichem hakaton unto me; then shall I know that ye are not meragelim,
but that ye are truthful ones: so will I restore you achichem, and ye shall freely trade in
the land.

35And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, hinei, everymanʼs pouch of kesef
was in his sack; and when both they and Avihem saw the pouches of kesef, they were
afraid.

36AndYa'akovAvihem said unto them,Mehave ye bereaved ofmy children; Yosef is not,
and Shim'on is not, and ye will take Binyamin away; all these things are against me.

37 And Reuven spoke unto Aviv, saying, Slay my two banim, if I bring him not to thee;
entrust him into my yad, and I will bring him to thee again.

38And he said, Beni (my son) shall not go downwith you; for achiv is dead, and he is left
alone; if ason (harm, evil)befall himon the derech inwhich ye go, then shall ye bring down
my gray hair in yagon (sorrow) to Sheol.

43
1And the ra'av (famine)was kaved (heavy, severe) in the land.
2And it came to pass, when they had eaten up the shever (grain)which they had brought

out of Mitzrayim, then Avihem said unto them, Shuvu (return)! Buy for us a little ochel.
3AndYehudah spokeunto him, saying, The ish did solemnlywarnus, saying, Ye shall not

see my face, unless achichem bewith you.
4 If thou wilt send achinu (our brother)with us, we will go down and buy thee ochel;
5But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down; for the ish said unto us, Ye shall not

see my face, unless achichem bewith you.
6AndYisroel said,Whydealt ye so illwithme, as to tell the ishwhetheryehadyetanother

ach (brother)?

* 42:18 See 1C 15:4 † 42:22 SeeMt 27:25



BERESHIS 43:7 48 BERESHIS 43:34

7And they said, The ish asked in detail about us and about ourmoledet (kindred), saying,
Is Avichem yet alive? Have ye another ach? And we declared to him according to these
words of [his inquiry]; could we certainly know that hewould say, Bring down achichem?

8And Yehudah said unto Yisroel Aviv, Send na'ar withme, andwewill arise and go; that
wemay live, and not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones.

9 I will be surety for him; of my yad shalt thou require an accounting for him; if I bring
him not back unto thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame kol hayamim;

10 For if we had not delayed, surely now we had returned zeh pa'amayim (this second
time).

11 And Yisroel Avihem said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take of mizimerat
HaAretz (the best fruits of the land) in your kelim (vessels), and carry down to the ish a
minchah (present), a little balm, and a little devash (honey), nekhot (spices), loht (myrrh),
batenim (pistachio nuts), and shekedim (almonds):

12And take kesef mishneh (double money) in your yad; and the kesef that was returned
in themouth of your sacks, carry it back in your yad; perhaps it was mishgeh (mistake);

13Take also achichem, and arise, shuvu (return) unto the ish;
14And El Shaddai give you rachamim before the ish, that he may send away achichem

acher (your other brother), and Binyamin. If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.
15And the anashim took that minchah, and they took mishneh kesef (double money) in

their yadandBinyamin; and roseup, andwent down toMitzrayim, and stoodbeforeYosef.
16 And when Yosef saw Binyamin with them, he said to the ish over Bais Yosef, Bring

these anashim home, and slaughter the tevach, and make ready; for these anashim shall
dine withme at tzahorayim (noon).

17And the ish did as Yosef said; and the ish brought the anashim to the house of Yosef.
18 And the anashim were afraid, because they were brought into Bais Yosef; and they

said, Because of the kesef that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought
in; that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and seize us for avadim, and
chamoreinu (our donkeys).

19And they came near to the ish over Bais Yosef, and they spoke with him at the petach
habayit,

20And said, O adoni, we came indeed down at the first time to buy ochel:
21And it came to pass, whenwe came to themalon, thatwe opened our sacks, and, hinei,

kesef ish (everymanʼsmoney)was in themouth of his sack, our kesef in full weight; andwe
have brought it back again in our yad.

22And kesef acher (other money) have we brought down in our hands to buy ochel; we
cannot tell who put our kesef in our sacks.

23 And he said, Shalom lachem, fear not; Eloheichem, and Elohei Avichem, hath given
you matmon (treasure) in your sacks; I had your kesef. And he brought Shim'on out unto
them.

24And the ish brought the anashim into the house of Yosef, and gave themmayim, and
they washed their raglayim; and he gave their chamorimmispo (fodder).

25 And they made ready the minchah for bo Yosef (coming of Yosef) at tzahorayim; for
they heard that they would eat lechem there.

26Andwhen Yosef came home, they presented him theminchahwhich was in their yad
in the house, and prostrated themselves to the ground before him.

27 And he asked them l'shalom (about their welfare), and said, Is there shalom with
avichem, the zaken of whom ye spoke? Is he still alive?

28 And they answered, There is shalom with thy eved avinu; he is still alive. And they
bowed their heads, and prostrated themselves.

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw achiv Binyamin, ben immo, and said, Is this
achichemhakaton (youryoungerbrother), ofwhomyespokeuntome? Andhe said, Elohim
be gracious unto thee, beni.

30AndYosefmade haste; for his compassionwas stirred upon achiv (his brother); and he
sought where to weep; and he entered into his cheder, and wept there.

31Andhewashed his face, andwent out, and controlled himself, and said, Serve lechem.
32And they servedhimbyhimself, and themby themselves, and theMitzrim (Egyptians),

which did eat with him, by themselves; because Mitzrim could not eat lechem with the
Ivrim; for that is a to'evah (abomination) unto theMitzrim.

33 And they sat before him, the bechor according to his bechorah (birthright), and the
youngest according to his youth; and the anashimmarvelled one with another.

34Andhe tookandsentmasot (portions)unto themfrombeforehim; butmasatBinyamin
was five times as much as any of theirs. And they drank, and feasted with him.
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44
1And he commanded the ish over Bais Yosef, saying, Fill the sacks of the anashim with

ochel, as much as they can carry, and put kesef ish in themouth of his sack.
2And putmy cup, gevi'a hakesef (cup of silver), in themouth of the sack of the katon, and

his kesef for shever (grain). And he did according to the davar Yosef had spoken.
3As soon as the boker ohr, the anashimwere sent away, they and their chamorim.
4And when they were gone out of the ir, and not yet far off, Yosef said unto the ish over

BaisYosef, Up, followafter theanashim; andwhen thoudost overtake them, sayunto them,
Wherefore have ye rewarded ra'ah for tovah?

5 Is not this it in which adoni drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth? Ye have done
ra'ah in so doing.

6And he overtook them, and he spoke unto them these same devarim.
7And they said unto him,Wherefore saith adoni thesewords? Chalilah (far be it) that thy

avadim should do according to this thing;
8Hinei, the kesef, whichwe found in themouth of our sacks, we brought back unto thee

out of Eretz Kena'an; how then should we be ganavim stealing kesef or zahav out of the
bais adoneicha?

9 With whomsoever of thy avadim it be found, both let him die, and we also will be
avadim of adoni.

10And he said, Now also let it be according unto your devarim; hewithwhom it is found
shall be to me eved; and ye shall be nekiyim (blameless).

11Then they speedily took down every ish his sack to the ground, and opened every ish
his sack.

12And he searched, and began at the gadol (eldest), and ended at the katon (youngest);
and the gevi'a (cup, goblet)was found in the sack of Binyamin.

13 Then they tore their garments, and loaded every ish his chamor, and returned to the
ir.

14 And Yehudah and his achim came to Bais Yosef; for he was yet there; and they fell
before him on the ground.

15And Yosef said unto them,Whatma'aseh (deed) is this that ye have done? Know ye not
that an ish like me can find things out as amenachesh (diviner)?

16And Yehudah said, What shall we say unto adoni? What shall we speak? Or how shall
we clear ourselves? HaElohimhath found out the avon (iniquity) of thy avadim; look at us,
we are now avadim la'adoni, both we, and he also with whom the gevi'a (cup) is found.

17And he [Yosef] said, Chalilah that I should do so; but the ish in whose yad the gevi'a is
found, he shall be to me eved; and as for you, go back in shalom unto avichem.

[VAYIGASH]
18 Then Yehudah came near unto him, and said, Oh, adoni, let thy eved speak now a

davar in oznei adoni, and let not thine anger burn against thy eved; for thou art even like
Pharaoh.

19Adoni asked his avadim, saying, Have ye an av, or an ach?
20And we said unto adoni, We have an av, a zaken, and a yeled zekunim katan (child of

his old age, a little one); and achiv is dead, andhe alone is left of immo, and aviv loveth him.
21And thou saidst unto thy avadim, Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes

upon him.
22And we said unto adoni, The na'ar cannot leave aviv; for if he should leave aviv, aviv

would die.
23 And thou saidst unto thy avadim, Except achichem hakaton (your youngest brother)

come downwith you, ye shall see my face nomore.
24And it came to pass whenwe came up unto thy eved Avi we told him the divrei adoni.
25And avinu said, Shuvu, (go back, return) and buy us a little ochel.
26Andwe said,We cannot go down; if achinu hakaton (our youngest brother) bewith us,

thenwill we go down; forwemay not see the face of HaIsh, except achinu hakaton bewith
us.

27And thy eved Avi said unto us, Ye know that mywife boreme two banim;
28And the one went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn to pieces; and I saw him

not ad-hennah (until now);
29And if ye take this also fromme, and ason (evil, harm) befall him, ye shall bring down

my gray hair in ra'ah (misery) to Sheol.
30Now therefore when I come to thy eved Avi, and the na'ar be not with us; seeing that

his nefesh is bound up in the nefesh of the na'ar;
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31 It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the na'ar is not with us, that he will die; and
thy avadim shall bring down the gray hair of thy eved avinuwith yagon (sorrow) to Sheol,

32For thy eved became surety for the na'ar unto Avi, saying, If I bring him not unto thee,
then I shall bear the blame before Avi kol hayamim.

33 Therefore, let thy eved, now, abide instead of the na'ar, an eved to adoni; and let the
na'ar go up with his achim.

34For how shall I go up to Avi, and the na'ar be notwithme? Lest I see the rah thatwould
overtake Avi.

45
1 Then Yosef could not control himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried,

Cause kol ish to go out fromme. And there stoodno ishwith him,while Yosefmadehimself
known unto his achim.

2And he wept aloud; and theMitzrayim and the Bais Pharaoh heard.
3And Yosef said unto his achim (brethren), I am Yosef; doth Avi yet live? And his achim

could not answer him; for they were shocked with dismay at his presence.
4AndYosef said untohis achim, Comenear tome, now. And they camenear. Andhe said,

I am Yosef achichem (your brother), whom ye sold into Mitzrayim.*
5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me here; for

Elohim did sendme before you to save life.
6For these two years hath the ra'av (famine) been in the land; and yet there are chamesh

shanim (five years), in the which there shall neither be plowing nor harvest.
7AndElohim sentmebefore you to save you a she'erit (remnant) in the earth, and to save

life for you by a peletah gedolah (great deliverance, escape).
8So now it was not you that sentme here, but HaElohim; andHe hathmademe as an Av

to Pharaoh, and adon of all his Bais, andMoshel throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.
9Haste ye, and go up to Avi, and say unto him, Thus saith thy ben, Yosef, Elohim hath

mademe as adon kol Mitzrayim; come down untome, tarry not;
10And thou shalt dwell in Eretz Goshen, and thou shalt be karov (near) unto me, thou,

and thy banim, and thy bnei banecha, and thy tzon, and thy bakar, and all that thou hast:†
11And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are chamesh shanim of ra'av (famine); lest

thou, and thy bais, and all that thou hast, come to destitution.
12 And, hinei, your eyes see, and the eyes of achi Binyamin, that it is my mouth that

speaketh unto you.
13And ye shall tell Avi of kol my kavod b'Mitzrayim, and of all that ye have seen; and ye

shall haste and bring down Avi here.
14And he fell upon the neck of Binyamin achiv, and wept; and Binyamin wept upon his

neck.
15Moreover he kissed all his achim, andwept upon them; and after that his achim talked

with him.
16And the news thereof was heard in Bais Pharaoh saying, Achei Yosef are come; and it

pleased Pharaoh well, and his avadim.
17And Pharaoh said unto Yosef, Say unto thy achim, This do ye; load your beasts, and go,

get you unto Eretz Kena'an;
18 And take Avichem and your households, and come unto me; and I will give you the

best of Eretz Mitzrayim, ye shall eat the chelev haaretz.
19Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you agalot (wagons) out of EretzMitzrayim

for your little ones, and for your nashim, and bring Avichem, and come.
20Also regard not your kelim; for the best of kol Eretz Mitzrayim is yours.
21And the Bnei Yisroel did so; and Yosef gave them agalot, according to the command-

ment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the derech.
22 To all of them he gave each man chalifot semalot; but to Binyamin he gave three

hundred pieces of kesef, and chamesh chalifot semalot.
23And toAvivhesentafter thismanner; tenchamorimloadedwith thebestofMitzrayim,

and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and lechem and provision for Aviv for the
derech.

24 So he sent his achim away, and they departed; and he said unto them, See that ye not
quarrel by the derech.

25And theywent upout ofMitzrayim, and came into EretzKena'anunto Ya'akov avihem,

* 45:4 See Ac 9:4 † 45:10 See Yn 14:3
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26 And told him, saying, Yosef chai!‡ Yosef is yet alive, and he is Moshel kol Eretz
Mitzrayim. And Ya'akovʼs lev fainted, for he believed them not.§

27And they told him kol divrei Yosef, which he had said unto them; andwhen he saw the
agalot which Yosef had sent to carry him, the ruach Ya'akov avihem revived;

28And Yisroel said, It is enough; Yosef Beni chai! Yosef Beni is yet alive; I will go and see
him before I die.

46
1And Yisroel took his journeywith all that he had, and came to Be'er-Sheva, and offered

zevakhim unto Elohei Aviv Yitzchak.
2And Elohim spoke unto Yisroel in the marot halailah, and said, Ya'akov, Ya'akov. And

he said, Hineni.
3And He said, I am El Elohei Avicha; fear not to go down to Mitzrayim; for there I will

make thee a Goy Gadol;
4 I will go down with thee to Mitzrayim; and I will also surely bring thee up again; and

Yosef shall put his yad upon thine eyes.
5 And Ya'akov rose up from Be'er-Sheva; and the Bnei Yisroel carried Ya'akov Avihem,

and their little ones, and their nashim, in the agalot which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.
6And they took their mikneh, and their possessions, which they had acquired in Eretz

Kena'an, and came toMitzrayim, Ya'akov, and all his zera with him;
7His banim, and his bnei banim with him, his banot, and his banot banim, and all his

zera brought he with him toMitzrayim.
8 And these are the shemot Bnei Yisroel, which came to Mitzrayim: Ya'akov and his

banim: Reuven, bechor Ya'akov;
9And the Bnei Reuven: Chanokh, and Pallu, and Chetzron, and Carmi.
10And the Bnei Shim'on: Yemuel, and Yamin, and Ohad, and Yachin, and Tzochar, and

Sha'ul Ben HaKena'ani.
11And the Bnei Levi: Gershon, Kohat, andMerari.
12And the Bnei Yehudah: Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Peretz, and Zerach; but Er and

Onan died in Eretz Kena'an. And the Bnei Peretz were Chetzron and Chamul.
13And the Bnei Yissakhar: Tola, and Puvah, and Yov, and Shimron.
14And the Bnei Zevulun: Sered, Elon, and Yachle'el.
15 These are the Bnei Leah, which she bore unto Ya'akov in Paddan-Aram, with his bat

Dinah; kol nefesh of his banim and his banot were thirty and three.
16And the Bnei Gad: Tziphyon, Chaggi, Shuni, Etzbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
17And the Bnei Asher: Yimnah, and Yishvah, and Yishvi, and Beri'ah, and Serach their

achot; and the Bnei Beri'ah: Chever, andMalki'el.
18These are the Bnei Zilpah, whom Lavan gave to Leah his bat, and these she bore unto

Ya'akov, even sixteen nefesh.
19The Bnei Rachel eshet Ya'akov: Yosef, and Binyamin.
20And unto Yosef in EretzMitzrayimwere bornMenasheh and Ephrayim, which Asenat

Bat Poti Phera kohen of On bore unto him.
21And the Bnei Binyamin were Bela, and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Na'aman, Echi,

and Rosh, Muppim, and Chuppim, and Ard.
22These are the Bnei Rachel, which were born to Ya'akov; kol nefesh were fourteen.
23And the Bnei Dan: Chushim.
24And the Bnei Naphtali: Yachtze'el, and Guni, and Yetzer, and Shillem.
25 These are the Bnei Bilhah, which Lavan gave unto Rachel his bat, and she bore these

unto Ya'akov; kol nefesh were shivah.
26Kol hanefesh that came with Ya'akov to Mitzrayim, which came out of his loins, apart

from the nashim of the Bnei Ya'akov, kol nefesh were threescore and six;
27 And the Bnei Yosef, which were born to him in Mitzrayim, were two nefesh; kol

hanefesh of Bais Ya'akov, which came into Mitzrayim, were shivim (seventy).
28And he sent Yehudah before him unto Yosef, to direct his face unto Goshen; and they

came into Eretz Goshen.
29AndYosefmade readyhismerkavah, andwent up tomeet Yisroel Aviv, to Goshen, and

presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a long time.
30And Yisroel said unto Yosef, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou

art yet alive.

‡ 45:26 See Lk 24:6 § 45:26 See Lk 24:10-11
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31And Yosef said unto his achim, and unto Bais Aviv, I will go up, and speak to Pharaoh,
and say unto him,My achim andBais Avi, whichwere in Eretz Kena'an, are comeuntome;

32And theanashimare roei tzon (shepherds), keepersof livestock; and theyhavebrought
their tzon, and their bakar, and all that they have.

33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is
ma'aseichem (your occupation)?

34That ye shall say, Thy avadimhath been keepers of livestock fromour youth evenuntil
now, both we, and also Avoteinu; that ye may dwell in Eretz Goshen; for every ro'eh tzon
is a toevat Mitzrayim.

47
1 Then Yosef came and told Pharaoh, and said, Avi and my achim, and their tzon, and

their bakar, and all that they have, are come out of Eretz Kena'an; and they are now in
Eretz Goshen.

2And he took some of his achim, even five anashim, and presented them unto Pharaoh.
3 And Pharaoh said unto his achim, What is your occupation? And they said unto

Pharaoh, Thy avadim are roeh tzon, both we, and also Avoteinu.
4 They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we come; for thy

avadim have no mireh (pasture) for their tzon; for the ra'av (famine) is heavy in Eretz
Kena'an; now therefore, let now thy avadim dwell in Eretz Goshen.

5And Pharaoh spoke unto Yosef, saying, Avicha and acheicha are come unto thee;
6 Eretz Mitzrayim is before thee; in the best of the land make avicha and acheicha to

dwell; in Eretz Goshen let themdwell; and if thou knowest any anshei chayil among them,
thenmake them sarei mikneh (royal overseers of livestock) of mine.

7And Yosef brought in Ya'akov aviv, and set him before Pharaoh; and Ya'akov made on
Pharaoh a brocha.

8And Pharaoh said unto Ya'akov, How old art thou?
9AndYa'akov said unto Pharaoh, Thedays of the shanimofmypilgrimage are ahundred

and thirty shanah; few and bad have the days of the years of my life been, and have not
attained unto the days of the years of the life of my avot in the days of their pilgrimage.

10And Ya'akovmade a brocha on Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.
11AndYosef settled aviv andhis achim, and gave theman achuzzah (possession) in Eretz

Mitzrayim, in the best of the land, in Eretz Ra'meses, just as Pharaoh had commanded.
12And Yosef provided for aviv, and his achim, and kol bais aviv, with lechem, according

to the children.
13 And there was no lechem in kol ha'aretz; for the ra'av was very heavy, so that Eretz

Mitzrayim and kol Eretz Kena'an fainted by reason of the ra'av (famine).
14AndYosef gatheredup all the kesef thatwas found in the EretzMitzrayim, and in Eretz

Kena'an, for the shever (grain) which they bought; and Yosef brought the kesef into Bais
Pharaoh (Pharaohʼs palace).

15And when kesef failed in Eretz Mitzrayim, and in Eretz Kena'an, kol Mitzrayim came
unto Yosef, and said, Give us lechem; for why should we die in thy presence? For the kesef
is gone.

16AndYosef said, Give yourmikneh; and Iwill give you for yourmikneh, if kesef is gone.
17And they brought their mikneh unto Yosef; and Yosef gave them lechem in exchange

for susim, and for the tzon, and for themikneh of the bakar, and for the chamorim; and he
fed them lechem for all their mikneh for that year.

18When that year was ended, they came unto him the shanah hashenit, and said unto
him,Wewill nothide it fromadoni, how that ourkesef is spent; adoni alsohathourmikneh
of behemah; there is not ought left in the sight of adoni, but geviyyatenu (our bodies), and
adematenu (our lands);

19Why shall we die before thine eyes, both we and adematenu? Buy us and adematenu
for lechem, andwe and adematenuwill be avadimunto Pharaoh; and give us zera, thatwe
may live, and not die, that the adamah be not desolate.

20And Yosef bought kol Admat Mitzrayim for Pharaoh; for the Mitzrayim sold every ish
his sadeh, because the ra'av (famine)was chazak over them; so the landbecamePharaohʼs.

21 And as for the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of
Mitzrayim even to the other end thereof.

22Only the admat hakohanim bought he not; for the kohanim had a chok assigned them
of Pharaoh, and did eat their chokwhich Pharaoh gave them; therefore they sold not their
lands.
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23 Then Yosef said unto the people, See, I have bought you this day and your land for
Pharaoh: lo, here is zera for you, and ye shall sow the adamah.

24And it shall come to pass in the tevu'ot, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh,
and four parts shall be your own, for zera of the sadeh, and for your ochel, and for themof
your batim, and for food for your children.

25And they said, Thou hast saved our lives; let us find chen (grace, favor) in the sight of
adoni, and wewill be avadim to Pharaoh.

26AndYosefmade it a chokoverEretzMitzrayimunto this day, that Pharaoh shouldhave
the fifth part, except the admat hakohanim only, which became not Pharaohʼs.

27And Yisroel settled in Eretz Mitzrayim, in Eretz Goshen; and they acquired property
therein, and grew, andmultiplied exceedingly.

[VAYECHI]
28And Ya'akov lived in Eretz Mitzrayim seventeen shanah; so the whole age of Ya'akov

was a hundred forty and seven shanah.
29And the time drew near that Yisroel must die; and he called bno Yosef, and said unto

him, If now I have found chen in thy sight, put, now, thy yadundermy thigh, anddo chesed
and emes withme; buryme not, now, in Mitzrayim;

30But I will lie with my avot, and thou shalt carry me out of Mitzrayim, and bury me in
their kever. And he said, I will do as thou hast said.

31And he said, Swear unto me. And he swore unto him. And Yisroel prostrated toward
the rosh hamittah.

48
1And it came to pass after these things, that one told Yosef, Hinei, Avicha is choleh (ill);

and he took with him his two banim, Menasheh and Ephrayim.
2 And one told Ya'akov, and said, Hinei, the ben of thee Yosef cometh unto thee; and

Yisroel strengthened himself, and sat up upon themittah (bed).
3And Ya'akov said unto Yosef, El Shaddai appeared untome at Luz in Eretz Kena'an, and

made onme a brocha,
4Andsaiduntome,Hineni, Iwillmake thee fruitful, andmultiply thee, and Iwillmakeof

thee a kehal of ammim; and will give HaAretz Hazot to thy zera after thee for an achuzzat
olam (everlasting possession).

5Andnow thy two banim, EphrayimandMenasheh, whichwere born unto thee in Eretz
Mitzrayim before I came unto thee into Mitzrayim, are mine; like Reuven and Shim'on,
they shall be mine.

6And thy moledet, which are born to thee after them, shall be thine, and shall be called
after the shem of their achim in their nachalah.

7And as for me, when I came from Paddan, Rachel died by me in Eretz Kena'an in the
way, when therewas yet but a space of land to go unto Ephratah; and I buried her there by
the derech Ephrat; the same is Beit-Lechem.

8And Yisroel beheld Bnei Yosef, and said, Who are these?
9AndYosef saidunto aviv, Theyaremybanim,whomElohimhath givenme in this place.

And he said, Bring them, now, untome, and I will make upon them a brocha.
10Now the eyes of Yisroel were dim from age, so that he could not see. And he brought

them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.
11And Yisroel said unto Yosef, I never expected to see thy face; and, hinei, Elohim hath

showedme also thy zera.
12And Yosef brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his

face to the ground.
13AndYosef took themboth, Ephrayim in his yamin toward smol Yisroel, andMenasheh

on his smol toward yamin Yisroel, and brought them near unto him.
14 And Yisroel stretched out his yamin, and laid it upon rosh Ephrayim, who was the

younger, andhis smoluponroshMenasheh, guidinghishands intentionally; forMenasheh
was the bechor.

15And hemade on Yosef a brocha, and said,

HaElohim, before whommy Avot Avraham and Yitzchak did walk,
HaElohimWhowas Roeh tome all my life long unto this day,
16TheMalach which redeemedme from kol rah,
may hemake a brocha on the ne'arim,
and let my shem be named on them,
and the shem of my Avot Avraham and Yitzchak;
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and let them grow into amultitude in themidst of ha'aretz.
17 And when Yosef saw that aviv laid his yamin upon the rosh Ephrayim, it displeased

him; and he took hold of yad aviv, to remove it from rosh Ephrayim unto roshMenasheh.
18 And Yosef said unto aviv, Not so, Avi; for this is the bechor; put thy yamin upon his

rosh.
19And aviv refused, and said, I know it, beni (my son), I know it; he also shall become a

people, and he also shall be great; but truly achiv hakaton shall be greater than he, and his
zera shall become amultitude of Goyim.

20And hemade a brocha on them that day, saying, In thee shall Yisroel bless, saying, Elo-
himmake thee like Ephrayim and like Menasheh; and he set Ephrayim before Menasheh.

21And Yisroel said unto Yosef, Hinei I die; but Elohim shall be with you, and bring you
back unto the Eretz Avoteichem.

22Moreover, I have given to thee one portion above thy achim, which I took out of the
yad HaEmori withmy cherev andwithmy keshet.

49
1And Ya'akov called unto his banim, and said, Gather yourselves together, that Imay tell

you that which shall befall you in the acharit hayamim (last days).
2Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye Bnei Ya'akov;
and pay heed unto Yisroel Avichem.
3Reuven, thou art my bechor,
my koach, and the reshit of my strength,
the excellency of honor, and excellency of oz (power):
4Unstable as mayim, thou shalt not excel;
because thou wentest up to mishkevei avicha (thy fatherʼs bed, i.e. incest);
then defiledst thou it;
he went up tomy couch.
5 Shim'on and Levi are achim;
kelei chamas (instruments of violence) are in their swords.
6Omy nefesh, enter not thou into their sod (secret, council);
unto their kehal, mine kavod, be not thou united;
for in their anger they slaughtered ish,
and in their ratzon (self-will) they lamed shor (ox).
7Arur (cursed) be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel;
I will dispense them in Ya'akov,
and scatter them in Yisroel.
8Yehudah, thou art he whom thy achim yoducha (they will praise you);
thy yad shall be in the oref (neck) of thine enemies;
Bnei Avicha shall bow down before thee.
9Yehudah is the cub of an aryeh (lion);
from the prey, beni (my son), thou hast gone up;
he stooped down, he couched like an aryeh,
and like a lioness; who shall rouse him?
10The shevet (sceptre) shall not depart from Yehudah,
nor aMekhokek (Lawgiver) from between his raglayim,
until Shiloh come;
and unto him shall be the obedience of the amim (peoples, nations).
11He ties his foal unto the gefen (vine),
and his donkeyʼs colt unto the choice vine;
he will wash his levush (garments) in yayin,
and his robe in the dahm anavim (blood of grapes);
12His eyes shall be darker with yayin,
and his shinayim (teeth)whiter than cholov (milk).
13Zevulun shall dwell at the seashore;
and he shall be a haven for oniyyot (ships);
and his border shall be unto Tzidon.
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14Yissakhar is a strong chamor (donkey)
lying down between two saddlebags;
15And he saw that a menuchah (resting place)was tov,
and haaretz that it was pleasant;
and bowed his shoulder to bear,
and became oved (submitting, enslaved) at forced labor.

16Dan yadin (shall judge) his people,
as one of the Shivtei Yisroel.
17Dan shall be a nachash beside the derech,
a viper along the orach (path)
that biteth the ikkvei sus (the horse heels),
so that its rider shall fall backward.

18 I have waited for Thy Yeshu'ah (Salvation), HASHEM.
19Gad, gedud (raider) shall raid him;
but he shall raid akev ([at] the heel).

20Out of Asher his lechem shall be rich,
and he shall yield royal dainties.

21Naphtali is a doe let loose;
he giveth goodly sayings.

22Yosef is a ben of a fruit-tree,
even ben of a fruit-tree near an ayin (spring, well);
its daughters (i.e., branches) run over the wall;
23The ba'alei khitzim (archers) provoke him,
and shoot at him, and hate him;
24But his keshet (bow) remained steady,
and the arms of his hands remain strong,
from the hands of the Avir Ya'akov,
from there, from the Ro'eh, Even Yisroel;
25And from El Avicha, who shall help thee;
and Shaddai, who shall make brocha over thee
with Birkat Shomayim above,
Birkat Tehom that lieth beneath,
Birkat Shadayim and of Rekhem.
26Birkat Avicha surpass
the Birkat of my progenitors
unto the utmost border of the giveot olam (everlasting hills);
they shall come on the rosh Yosef,
and on the brow of the Prince among his achim.

27Binyamin— a ze'ev (wolf)which tears in pieces;
in the boker he shall devour the prey,
and at erev he shall divide the plunder.

28All these are the Shivtei Yisroel; and this is it that Avichem spoke unto them, andmade
a brocha on them; every one according to his berakhah he blessed them.

29And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people; bury
mewith Avotai in theme'arah (cave) that is in the sadeh of Ephron the Chitti,

30 In the me'arah that is in the sadeh of Machpelah, which is near Mamre, in Eretz
Kena'an,whichAvrahamboughtwith the sadeh of Ephron the Chitti for an achuzzat kever
(burial estate).

31There they buriedAvrahamandSarahhis isha; there they buried Yitzchak andRivkah
his isha; and there I buried Leah.

32The purchase of the sadeh and of theme'arah (cave) that is therein was from the Bnei
Chet (Heth).

33 And when Ya'akov had made an end of commanding his banim, he gathered up his
raglayim into themittah, and expired, and was gathered unto his people.
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50
1And Yosef fell upon the face of Aviv, and wept over him, and kissed him.
2 And Yosef commanded his avadim the rofe'im (physicians) to embalm Aviv; and the

rofe'im embalmed Yisroel.
3And arba'im yomwere fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are

embalmed; and theMitzrayimmourned for him shivim yom (seventy days).
4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Yosef spoke unto the Bais Pharaoh,

saying, If now I have found chen in your eyes, speak, now, in the oznayim of Pharaoh,
saying,

5 Avi made me swear, saying, Hinei, I die; in my kever which I dug for myself in Eretz
Kena'an, there shalt thou bury me. Therefore let me go up, now, and bury Avi, and I will
return.

6And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury Avicha, according as hemade thee swear.
7And Yosef went up to bury Aviv; and with him went up all the avadim of Pharaoh, the

zekenim of his Bais, and all the zekenim of Eretz Mitzrayim,
8And kol Bais Yosef, and his achim, and Bais Aviv; only their little ones, and their tzon,

and their bakar (cattle), they left in Eretz Goshen.
9 And there went up with him both merkavot and parashim; and it was a very great

machaneh.
10 And they came to the goren (threshing floor) of Atad, which is beyond the Yarden,

and there they mourned with a gadol and very bitter lamentation; and he made evel
(mourning) for Aviv shivat yamim.

11 And when the inhabitants of HaAretz, the Kena'ani, saw the evel (mourning) in the
goren Atad, they said, This is a grievous evel to theMitzrayim; therefore the shemof it was
called Avel-Mitzrayim. It is beyond the Yarden.

12And his [Ya'akovʼs] banim did unto him according as he commanded them;
13 For his banim carried him into Eretz Kena'an, and buried him in the me'arah (cave)

of the sadeh of Machpelah, near Mamre, the sadeh which Avraham had bought for an
achuzzat kever (burial estate) andmade the purchase from Ephron the Chitti.

14And, after burying Aviv, Yosef returned intoMitzrayim, he, and his achim, and all that
went up with him to bury Aviv.

15Andwhen the Achei Yosef (the brothers of Yosef) saw that Avihemwas dead, they said,
What if Yosefwill hate us, andwill certainly requite us all the ra'ahwhichwedid unto him.

16And they sent word unto Yosef, saying, Avicha did command before he died, saying,
17So shall ye say unto Yosef, Forgive, now, the peysha of thy achim, and their chattat; for

they did unto thee ra'ah; andnow, forgive the peysha of theAvdei Elohei Avicha. AndYosef
wept when they spoke unto him.

18And his achim also went and fell down before him; and they said, Behold us, we are
thy avadim.

19And Yosef said unto them, Fear not; for am I in the place of Elohim?
20But as for you, ye intended ra'ah againstme; but Elohim intended it for tovah, to bring

to pass, as it is this day, to save Am Rav (much people) alive.
21 Now therefore fear ye not; I will provide for you, and your little ones. And he

comforted them, and spoke kindly unto their hearts.
22And Yosef dwelt inMitzrayim, he, and Bais Aviv; and Yosef lived one hundred and ten

shanim.
23 And Yosef saw Ephrayimʼs bnei shileshim (children to the third generation); also the

Bnei Machir BenMenasheh were brought up upon the birkei Yosef (knees of Yosef).
24And Yosef said unto his achim, I die; and Elohim will surely visit you, and bring you

out of this land unto HaAretz which He promised by oath to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to
Ya'akov.

25And Yosefmade the Bnei Yisroel take an oath, saying, Elohimwill surely visit you, and
ye shall carry upmy atzmot from hence.

26So Yosef died, being in age one hundred and ten shanim; and they embalmedhim, and
he was placed in an aron inMitzrayim.



SHEMOT 1:1 57 SHEMOT 2:7

Shemot
[SHEMOS]

1Now these are the Shemot Bnei Yisroel, which came into Mitzrayim; every ish and his
bais camewith Ya'akov:

2Reuven, Shim'on, Levi, and Yehudah,
3Yissakhar, Zevulun, and Binyamin,
4Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
5And all the nefesh that came out of the loins of Ya'akov were seventy nefesh; for Yosef

was inMitzrayim already.
6And Yosef died, and all his achim, and all that generation.
7 And the Bnei Yisroel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and

became exceeding strong; and the land was filled with them.
8Now there arose amelech chadash over Mitzrayim, which had no da'as of Yosef.
9Andhe said unto his people, Hinei, the AmBnei Yisroel aremore and stronger thanwe.
10 Come, let us outsmart them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there

falleth out anymilchamah, they join also unto our enemies, andfight against us, and so get
them up out of the land.

11Therefore they did set over them sarei missim (taskmasters) to afflict themwith their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pitom and Ra'meses.

12But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and spread out. And they
were in dread because of the Bnei Yisroel.

13And the Egyptians made the Bnei Yisroel to serve with rigor;
14And theymade their lives bitterwith avodah kashah (hard bondage), inmortar, and in

brick, and in allmanner of avodah in the sadeh; all their service, wherein theymade them
serve, was with rigor.

15 And Melech Mitzrayim spoke to the meyalledot HaIvriyyot (Hebrew midwives), of
which the shem of the one was Shiphrah, and of the other Puah;

16Andhe said,When ye do the office of amidwife toHaIvriyyot (theHebrewwomen) and
see them upon the delivery stool; if it be a ben, then ye shall kill him; but if it be a bat, then
she shall live.

17 But the meyalledot feared HaElohim, and did not as Melech Mitzrayim commanded
them, but saved the yeladim alive.

18SoMelechMitzrayimcalled for themeyalledot, and said unto them,Whyhave ye done
this thing, and have saved the yeladim alive?

19 And the meyalledot said unto Pharaoh, Because HaIvriyyot are not as the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous, andaredeliveredbefore themeyalledot come inunto them.

20Therefore Elohimdealtwellwith themeyalledot; and the peoplemultiplied, and grew
very strong.

21 And it came to pass, because the meyalledot feared HaElohim, that He established
them batim.

22And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every ben that is born ye shall cast into
the Nile, and every bat ye shall save alive.

2
1And there went an ish of the Bais Levi, and took to wife a bat Levi.
2And the isha conceived, and bore a ben; andwhen she sawhim that hewas tov, she hid

him threemonths.
3Andwhen she could no longer hide him, she took for him a tevah (ark) of papyrus, and

daubed it with tar and with pitch, and put the yeled therein; and she set it in the reeds by
the bank of the Nile.

4And his achot stood afar off, to see what would be done to him.
5And the Bat Pharaoh came down to bathe herself at the Nile; and her na'arot walked

along by the Nileʼs bank; and when she saw the tevah (ark) among the reeds, she sent her
amah (maid servant) to fetch it.

6And when she had opened it, she saw the yeled; and, hinei, the na'ar was crying. And
she had compassion on him, and said, This one is of the yaldei HaIvrim (Hebrew children).

7Then said his achot to Bat Pharaoh, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of HaIvriyyot, that
shemay nurse the yeled for thee?
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8And Bat Pharaoh said to her, Go. And haalmah* went and called the em hayeled.
9AndBat Pharaoh said unto her, Take this yeled away, and nurse it forme, and Iwill give

thee thy wages. And the isha took the yeled, and nursed it.
10And the yeled grew, and she brought him unto Bat Pharaoh, and he became her ben.

And she called shmo Moshe: and she said, Because meshitihu (I drew him) out of the
mayim.

11And it came to pass in those days, when Moshe was grown, that he went out unto his
achim, and looked on their sevalot: and he spied an Egyptian striking an ish Ivri, one of his
achim.

12And he looked this way and thatway, andwhen he saw that therewas no ish, he killed
the Egyptian, and hid him in the chol (sand).

13Andwhenhewent out the secondday, hinei, two anashim Ivrimwerefighting; he said
to him in the wrong, Why strike thou thy re'a?

14And he said, Who made thee a sar and a shofet over us? Intendest thou to kill me, as
thou killedst the Egyptian? AndMoshe feared, and thought, Surely this thing is known.

15NowwhenPharaohheard this thing, he sought to slayMoshe. ButMoshefled from the
face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in Eretz Midyan; and he sat down by a well.

16Now thekohenofMidyanhad shevabanot; and they cameanddrewmayim, andfilled
the troughs to water the tzon of their av.

17Andthero'im (shepherds)cameanddrove themaway; butMoshestoodupandrescued
them, and watered their tzon.

18Andwhen theycame toReuel their av, he said,Howis it that yeare comeso soon today?
19 And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the yad of the ro'im (shepherds), and

also drew enough for us, and watered the tzon.
20And he said unto his banot, And where is he? Why is it that ye have left the ish? Call

him, that hemay eat lechem.
21AndMoshe was content to dwell with the ish; and he gaveMoshe Tzipporah his bat.
22And she bore him a ben, and he called shmoGershom; for he said, I have been a ger in

a foreign land.
23And it came topass inprocessof time, thatMelechMitzrayimdied; and theBneiYisroel

groaned by reason of haAvodah (the Bondage), and they cried out, and their cry came up
unto HaElohim by reason of haAvodah.

24And Elohim heard their groaning, and Elohim remembered His brit (covenant) with
Avraham, with Yitzchak, and with Ya'akov.

25And Elohim looked upon the Bnei Yisroel, and Elohim had da'as of them.

3
1 Now Moshe was ro'eh (shepherding) the tzon of Yitro his khoten (father-in-law), the

kohen Midyan; and he led the tzon to the backside of the midbar, and came to the Har
HaElohim, even to Chorev.

2And theMalachHASHEMappeareduntohim inaflameof eish out of themidst of a bush;
and he looked, and, hinei, the bush burned with eish, and the bush was not consumed.

3AndMoshe thought, I will now turn aside, and see thismareh hagadol, why the bush is
not burned up.

4And when HASHEM saw that he turned aside to see, Elohim called out unto him out of
themidst of the bush, and said, Moshe, Moshe. And he said, Hineni.

5 And He said, Draw not nearer here; put off thy na'alayim (sandals) from off thy
raglayim, for hamakomwhereon thou standest is admat kodesh.

6Moreover He said, I am Elohei Avicha, Elohei Avraham, Elohei Yitzchak, and Elohei
Ya'akov. AndMoshe hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon HaElohim.

7And HASHEM said, I have surely seen the oni ami (affliction of My people)which are in
Mitzrayim, and have heard their cry by reason of their nogesim (taskmasters); for I know
their makhovim (sufferings);

8And I amcomedown todeliver themout of the yadMitzrayim, and tobring themupout
of that land unto an eretz tovah, a spacious eretz zavat cholov udevash; unto the place of
the Kena'ani, and the Chitti, and the Emori, and the Perizzi, and the Chivi, and the Yevusi.

9Now therefore, hinei, the cry of the Bnei Yisroel is come unto Me; and I have also seen
the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them.

10Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth
My people the Bnei Yisroel out of Mitzrayim.

* 2:8 See Gn 24:43; Isa 7:14
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11And Moshe said unto HaElohim, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I
should bring forth the Bnei Yisroel out of Mitzrayim?

12 And He said, Certainly Eh-heh-yeh (I will be) * with thee; and this shall be haOt
(the Sign) unto thee, that I have sent thee: when thou hast brought forth HaAm out of
Mitzrayim, ye shall serve HaElohim upon this Har.

13And Moshe said unto HaElohim, Hinei, when I come unto the Bnei Yisroel, and shall
say unto them, Elohei Avoteichem hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What
is Shmo? what shall I say unto them?

14AndElohim said untoMoshe, Eh-heh-yeh ashair Eh-heh-yeh (I AMWHOIAM); andHe
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the Bnei Yisroel, EH-HEH-YEH (I AM) hath sentme unto you.

15 And Elohim said moreover unto Moshe, Thus shalt thou say unto Bnei Yisroel:
HASHEM, Elohei Avoteichem, Elohei Avraham, Elohei Yitzchak, and Elohei Ya'akov, hath
sent me unto you: this is Shemi l'olam, and this is My remembrance unto all generations.

16 Go, and gather the Ziknei Yisroel together, and say unto them, HASHEM Elohei
Avoteichem, Elohei Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov, appeared unto me, saying, I have
surely visited/inspected you, and seen that which is done to you inMitzrayim;

17And I have said, I will bring you up out of the Oni Mitzrayim unto the eretz Kena'ani,
and theChitti, and theEmori, and thePerizzi, and theChivi, and theYevusiunto eretz zavat
cholov udevash.

18 And they shall pay heed to thy voice; and thou shalt go, thou and the Ziknei Yisroel,
unto Melech Mitzrayim, and ye shall say unto him, HASHEM Elohei HaIvriyim hath met
with us; and let us go, now, derech shloshet yamim into the midbar, that we may sacrifice
to HASHEM Eloheinu.

19 And I have da'as that Melech Mitzrayim will not let you go, no, except by a yad
chazakah.

20And I will stretch out My yad, and strikeMitzrayimwith all My nifle'ot which I will do
in themidst thereof; and after that he will let you go.

21And I will give this people chen in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall come to pass,
that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty-handed.

22 But every isha shall borrow of her neighbor, and of her that sojourneth in her bais,
jewels of kesef, and jewels of zahav, and clothing; and ye shall put themupon your banim,
and upon your banot; so ye shall plunder the Egyptians.

4
1AndMoshe answered and said, But, what if theywill not believeme, nor pay heed unto

my voice but will say, HASHEM hath not appeared unto thee.
2 And HASHEM said unto him, What is that in thine yad? And he said, A matteh (a rod,

staff).
3 And He said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a

nachash; andMoshe fled from before it.
4And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Put forth thine yad, and take it by the tail. And he put

forth his yad, and caught it, and it became amatteh in his yad;
5 That they may believe that HASHEM Elohei Avotam, Elohei Avraham, Elohei Yitzchak,

and Elohei Ya'akov, hath appeared unto thee.
6AndHASHEM said furthermore unto him, Put now thine yad into thy kheyk. And he put

his yad into his kheyk; and when he took it out, hinei, his yad was leprous as snow.
7AndHesaid, Put thineyad into thykheykagain. Andheputhis yad intohis kheykagain;

and plucked it out of his kheyk, and, hinei, it was turned again as his other basar.
8And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither pay heed to the voice of

haOt Harishon, that they will believe the voice of haOt haAcharon.
9And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two otot, neither pay heed

unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of themayimof theNile, and pour it upon the yabashah
(dry land); and the mayim which thou takest out of the Nile shall become dahm upon the
yabashah.

10AndMoshe said unto HASHEM, O Adonoi, I am not an ish devarim, neither heretofore,
nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy eved; but I am slow of speech, and of a slow lashon.

11 And HASHEM said unto him, Who hath made manʼs peh (mouth)? Or who maketh
dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, HASHEM?

12Now therefore go, and Eh-heh-yeh (Iwill be)with thymouth, and teach theewhat thou
shalt say.

* 3:12 See Ex 3:14 below
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13And he said, O Adonoi, send, now, by the yad of himwhom Thouwilt send.
14And the Af HASHEM was kindled against Moshe, and He said, Is there not Aharon thy

ach the Levi? I know that he can speakwell. And also, hinei, he cometh forth tomeet thee;
and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his lev.

15And thou shalt speak unto him, and putwords in hismouth; and Eh-heh-yeh (I will be)
with thymouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.

16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people; and he shall be, even he shall be to
thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of Elohim.

17And thou shalt take this matteh in thine yad, wherewith thou shalt do haOtot.
18And Moshe went and returned to Yitro his khoten (father-in-law), and said unto him,

Let me go, now, and return unto my achimwhich are in Mitzrayim, and see whether they
be yet alive. And Yitro said to Moshe, Lech l'shalom (go in peace).

19And HASHEM said unto Moshe in Midyan, Go, shuv (return) into Mitzrayim; for all the
anashim are dead which sought thy life.

20AndMoshe took his isha and his banim, and set them upon a donkey, and he returned
to Eretz Mitzrayim; andmatteh HaElohim in his yad.

21AndHASHEM saiduntoMoshe,When thougoest to return intoMitzrayim, see that thou
do all those mofetim before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine yad: but I will harden his
lev, that he shall not let HaAm go.

22And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saithHASHEM, Yisroel is beni (My son), evenMy
bechor (first-born):

23And I say unto thee, Let beni (My son) go, that he may serve Me: and if thou refuse to
let him go, hinei, I will slay thy ben, even thy bechor.

24And it came to pass on the derech at the malon, that HASHEM met him, and sought to
kill him.

25 Then Tzipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the orlat ben (foreskin of son) of her,
and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a choson damim (a bridegroom of blood) art thou to
me.

26SoHe let himgo; then she said, A chosondamimthouart, becauseof the circumcision.*
27AndHASHEM said to Aharon, Go into themidbar tomeetMoshe. And hewent, andmet

him in the Har HaElohim, and kissed him.
28And Moshe told Aharon kol divrei HASHEM who had sent him, and all haOtot He had

commanded him.
29AndMoshe and Aharon went and assembled together kol Ziknei Bnei Yisroel;
30And Aharon spoke all hadevarim which HASHEM had spoken unto Moshe; and he did

haOtot before the eyes of HaAm.
31And HaAm believed; and when they heard that HASHEM had visited the Bnei Yisroel,

and that He had looked upon their oni, then they bowed their heads and worshiped.

5
1AndafterwardMosheandAharonwent in, and toldPharaoh, Thus saithHASHEMElohei

Yisroel, Let My people go, that theymay hold a chag (feast) untoMe in themidbar.
2AndPharaoh said,Who isHASHEM, that I should obeyHis voice to let Yisroel go? I know

not HASHEM, neither will I let Yisroel go.
3And they said, Elohei HaIvrim hathmet with us; let us go, now, derech shloshet yamim

into themidbar, and sacrificeuntoHASHEMEloheinu; lestHe fall uponuswithdever (cattle
disease), or with the cherev.

4 And Melech Mitzrayim said unto them, Why do ye, Moshe and Aharon, disturb the
people from their works? Get you back unto your own sevalot (burdens).

5And Pharaoh said, Hinei, the Am HaAretz now are many, and ye make them rest from
their sevalot.

6And Pharaoh commanded the same day the nogesim of the people, and their foremen,
saying,

7Ye shall nomore give HaAm straw tomake brick, as heretofore; let them go and gather
straw for themselves.

8 And the matkonet (quota) of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay
upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof; for they are idle; therefore they cry out,
saying, Let us go and sacrifice to Eloheinu.

9Let there more avodah be laid upon the anashim, that they may labor therein; and let
them not regard divrei sheker.

* 4:26 i.e. [bris] milah
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10And the nogesim of HaAmwent out, and their foremen; they spoke to HaAm, saying,
Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw.

11 Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it; yet not ought of your avodah shall be
diminished.

12 So HaAm were scattered abroad throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim to gather stubble
instead of straw.

13And the nogesim pressed them, saying, Fulfil yourma'asim, your daily tasks, as when
there was straw.

14And the foremenof theBneiYisroel,whichPharaohʼsnogesimhadset over them,were
beaten, andwereasked,Whyhaveyenot fulfilledyour task inmakingbrickbothyesterday
and today, as heretofore?

15 Then the foremen of the Bnei Yisroel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Why
dealest thou thus with thy avadim?

16 There is no straw given unto thy avadim, and they say to us, Make brick. And, hinei,
thy avadim are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people.

17 But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to
HASHEM.

18Go therefore now, andwork; for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver
the tokhen (full measure) of bricks.

19And the foremen of the Bnei Yisroel did see that theywere in rah (trouble), after it was
said, Ye shall not reduce ought from your bricks of your daily task.

20And they went to meet Moshe and Aharon, who stood waiting to meet them, as they
came forth from Pharaoh:

21And they said unto them, HASHEM look upon you, and judge; because ye havemade us
stench to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his avadim, to put a cherev
in their yad to slay us.

22AndMoshe returneduntoHASHEM, and said, Adonoi,whyhast Thoubrought evil upon
this people? why is it that Thou hast sent me?

23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy Shem, he hath done evil to this people;
neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all.*

6
1 Then HASHEM said unto Moshe, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh; for

through a yad chazakah shall he let them go, andwith a yad chazakah shall he drive them
out of his land.

[VAEIRA]
2And Elohim spoke untoMoshe, and said unto him, I amHASHEM;
3And I appeared unto Avraham, unto Yitzchak, and unto Ya'akov, as El Shaddai, but by

My ShemHASHEM I did not makeMyself known to them.
4And I have also established My brit (covenant)with them, to give them Eretz Kena'an,

the land of their sojourning, wherein they sojourned.
5 And I have also heard the groaning of the Bnei Yisroel, whom the Egyptians keep in

bondage; and I have rememberedMy brit (covenant).
6Therefore say unto the Bnei Yisroel, I amHASHEM, and I will bring you out from under

the sivlot Mitzrayim, and I will free you out of their bondage, and I will redeem youwith a
stretched out zero'a, and withmishpatim gedolim:

7And I will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you Elohim; and ye shall know
that I amHASHEM Eloheichem, which bringeth you out from under the sivlot Mitzrayim.

* 5:23 Genesis offers the promise of land and life but ends with nearly everyone being swept into a tomb (see Gn
49:29-33), with the body of Yosef going back to that tomb in a 400 year long trek (Gn 50:24-26; Ex 13:19). But a victory
over, and a defeat of, that tombwill occur when “the 70” (Ex 1:5) burst forth from the tomb of Egypt in a great exodus of
“600,000”. This death and resurrection of Yisroelwas possible because ofmidwiveswhodidn't believe in abortion (1:17),
who did believe instead in the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as the G-d of the living. This awesome G-d commissions
Moses while he is a shepherd in Midian on Mt. Sinai (Chorev) to deliver His people with the Matteh HaElohim (the Rod
of G-d) performing signs andwonders (this word “wonder,”mofet in Ex 7:3, wewill see again in a keyMessianic passage
in Zech 3:8 which references Zech 6:11-12 where theMoshiachʼs personal name is revealed). The G-d of Israel reveals to
Moses His personal covenant Name, that He is the G-d who always is (Ex 3:14), the eternally self-existent true G-d. This
one true G-d is the author of salvation (Ex 6:1-8).
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8 And I will bring you in unto HaAretz, concerning the which I did lift up My hand to
swear to give it to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Ya'akov; and I will give it to you for a
morashah (heritage); I amHASHEM.

9AndMoshe spoke so unto the Bnei Yisroel; but they did not listen unto Moshe because
of their kotzer ruach (shortness of spirit, broken spirit), and for avodah kesheh (cruel
bondage).

10And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
11Go in, speak unto PharaohMelechMitzrayim, that he let the Bnei Yisroel go out of his

land.
12 And Moshe spoke before HASHEM, saying, See, the Bnei Yisroel have not paid heed

unto me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of oral sefatayim (uncircumcised lips,
stumbling speech, sealed lips)?

13 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe and unto Aharon, and gave them a charge unto the
Bnei Yisroel, and unto Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim, to bring the Bnei Yisroel out of Eretz
Mitzrayim.

14These are the Rashei Bais Avotam: The Bnei Reuven the bechor Yisroel; Chanokh, and
Pallu, Chetzron, and Carmi: these are themishpokhot of Reuven.

15 And the Bnei Shim'on; Yemuel, and Yamin, and Ohad, and Yachin, and Tzochar, and
Sha'ul ben of HaKena'anit: these are themishpokhot of Shim'on.

16And these are the shemot Bnei Levi according to their toldot; Gershon, and Kohat, and
Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were a hundred thirty and seven shanah.

17The Bnei Gershon; Livni, and Shime'i, according to their mishpokhot.
18And the Bnei Kohat; Amram, and Yitzhar, and Chevron, and Uzziel: and the years of

the life of Kehat were a hundred thirty and three shanah.
19And the Bnei Merari; Machli and Mushi: these are the mishpokhot of Levi according

to their toledot.
20And Amram took him Yocheved his fatherʼs sister to wife; and she bore him Aharon

and Moshe: and the years of the life of Amram were a hundred and thirty and seven
shanah.

21And the Bnei Yitzhar; Korach, Nepheg, and Zichri.
22And the Bnei Uzziel; Mishael, Eltzaphan, and Sitri.
23AndAharon tookhimElisheva, batAmminadav, achotNachshon, towife; andshebore

him Nadav, and Avihu, El'azar and Itamar.
24And the Bnei Korach; Assir, and Elkanah, and Aviasaph: these are the mishpokhot of

the Korchi.
25 And El'azar ben Aharon took him one of the banot Putiel to wife; and she bore him

Pinchas: these are the Rashei Avot HaLevi'im according to their mishpokhot.
26 These are that Aharon and Moshe, to whom HASHEM said, Bring out the Bnei Yisroel

from Eretz Mitzrayim according to their tzve'os.
27Theseare theywhich spoke toPharaohMelechMitzrayim, tobringout theBnei Yisroel

fromMitzrayim: these are that Moshe and Aharon.
28And it came to pass on the day when HASHEM spoke untoMoshe in Eretz Mitzrayim,
29 That HASHEM spoke unto Moshe, saying, I am HASHEM: speak thou unto Pharaoh

MelechMitzrayim all that I say unto thee.
30AndMoshe said before HASHEM, See, I am of oral sefatayim, and why should Pharaoh

pay heed untome.

7
1AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, See, I havemade thee as Elohim to Pharaoh: andAharon

thy brother shall be thy navi.
2 Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aharon thy brother shall speak unto

Pharaoh, that he send the Bnei Yisroel out of his land.
3 And I will harden the lev Pharaoh, and multiply My Otot and My Mofetim in Eretz

Mitzrayim.
4 But Pharaoh shall not pay heed unto you, that I may lay My yad upon Mitzrayim,

and bring forth Mine tzve'os, and My people the Bnei Yisroel, out of Eretz Mitzrayim by
shefatim gedolim (great judgments).

5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am HASHEM, when I stretch forth My yad upon
Mitzrayim, bringing out Bnei Yisroel from among them.

6AndMoshe and Aharon did as HASHEM commanded them, so did they.
7 And Moshe was fourscore years old, and Aharon fourscore three years, when they

spoke unto Pharaoh.
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8And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and Aharon, saying,
9When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Show amofet (miracle) for you: then thou

shalt say unto Aharon, Take thy matteh, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a
serpent.

10 And Moshe and Aharon went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as HASHEM had
commanded: and Aharon cast down his matteh before Pharaoh, and his avadim, and it
became a serpent.

11Then Pharaoh also called the chachamim and the mechashefim: now the charetumei
Mitzrayim, they also did in like manner with their secret lore.

12 For they cast down every man his matteh, and they became serpents: but the matteh
Aharon swallowed up their mattot.

13And He hardened lev Pharaoh, that he paid heed not unto them; as HASHEM had said.
14 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, the lev Pharaoh is hardened, he refuseth to let the

people go.
15Get thee unto Pharaoh in the boker; hinei, he goeth out unto themayim; and thou shalt

stand by the bank of the Nile to meet him; and the matteh which was turned to a nachash
shalt thou take in thine yad.

16And thou shalt say unto him, HASHEM Elohei HaIvrim hath sent me unto thee, saying,
LetMypeople go, that theymay serveMe in themidbar: and, hinei, hitherto thouwouldest
not hear.

17Thus saith HASHEM, In this thou shalt know that I amHASHEM: hinei, I will strike with
the matteh that is in Mine yad upon the mayim which are in the Nile, and they shall be
turned to dahm.

18And the dag (fish) that is in theNile shall die, and theNile shall stink; and the Egyptians
shall loathe to drink of themayim of the Nile.

19 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe, Say unto Aharon, Take thy matteh, and stretch out
thine yad upon the mayim of Mitzrayim, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon
their ponds, and upon all their mikveh of mayim, that they may become dahm; and that
theremaybedahm throughout kol EretzMitzrayim, both in vessels ofwood, and in vessels
of stone.

20And Moshe and Aharon did so, as HASHEM commanded; and he lifted up the matteh,
and smote the waters that were in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his
avadim; and all the mayim that were in the Nile were turned to dahm.

21And the dag (fish) thatwas in theNile died; and theNile stank, and the Egyptians could
not drink of themayim of the Nile; and there was dahm throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

22 And the charetumei Mitzrayim did so with their secret lore: and lev Pharaoh was
hardened, neither did he pay heed unto them; as HASHEM had said.

23And Pharaoh turned andwent into his bais, neither did he set his mind to this also.
24And all the Egyptians dug around the Nile for mayim to drink; they could not drink of

themayim of the Nile.
25And seven days came andwent, after HASHEM had struck the Nile.
26 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith

HASHEM, Let My people go, that theymay serveMe.
27And if thou refuse to let them go, hinei, I will strike all thy borders with tzefardaya:
28And the river shall bring forth tzefardayaabundantly,which shall goupandcome into

thine bais, and into thy chedermishkav, and upon thy bed, and into the bais of thy avadim,
and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading bowls:

29And the tzefardaya shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy
avadim.

8
1 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe, Say unto Aharon, Stretch forth thine yad with thy

mattehover the streams, over the rivers, andponds, andcause tzefardaya to comeupupon
Eretz Mitzrayim.

2 And Aharon stretched out his yad over the waters of Mitzrayim; and the tzefardaya
came up, and covered Eretz Mitzrayim.

3And the chartumimdid sowith their secret lore, and brought up tzefardaya upon Eretz
Mitzrayim.

4 Then Pharaoh called for Moshe and Aharon, and said, Entreat HASHEM, that He may
take away the tzefardaya fromme, and fromMy people; and I will let HaAm go, that they
may do sacrifice unto HASHEM.
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5 And Moshe said unto Pharaoh, Please thyself over me: when shall I entreat for thee,
and for thy avadim, and for thy people, to destroy the tzefardaya from thee and thy batim
(houses), that theymay remain in the Nile only?

6 And he said, Tomorrow. And he said, Be it according to thy word: that thou mayest
know that there is none like unto HASHEM Eloheinu.

7And the tzefardaya shall depart from thee, from thy batim, from thy avadim, and from
thy people; they shall remain in the Nile only.

8AndMosheandAharonwentout fromPharaoh: andMoshecrieduntoHASHEMbecause
of the tzefardaya which He had brought against Pharaoh.

9 And HASHEM did according to the word of Moshe; and the tzefardaya died out of the
batim (houses), out of the khatzerot, and out of the sadot.

10And they gathered them together upon heaps; and the land stank.
11But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his lev, and paid heed not

unto them; as HASHEM had said.
12AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Say unto Aharon, Stretch out thymatteh, and smite the

aphar ha'aretz, that it may become kinim throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.
13And theydid so; forAharon stretchedout his yadwithhismatteh, and smote the aphar

ha'aretz, and it became kinim in adam, and in behemah; all the aphar ha'aretz became
kinim throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

14And the chartumim did so with their secret lore to bring forth kinim, but they could
not: so there were kinim upon adam, and upon behemah.

15 Then the chartumim said unto Pharaoh, This is the Etzba Elohim (Finger of G-d): and
the lev Pharaoh was hardened, and he paid heed not unto them; as HASHEM had said.

16And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Rise up early in the boker, and stand before Pharaoh;
hinei, he cometh forth to themayim; and say unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Let My people
go, that theymay serveMe.

17Else, if thouwilt not letMypeople go, hineni, Iwill send swarmsof arovupon thee, and
upon thy avadim, andupon thypeople, and into thy batim (houses); and the batim (houses)
of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of arov, and also the groundwhereon they are.

18And I will deal differently in that day with Eretz Goshen, in which My people dwell,
that no swarms of arov shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am HASHEM in
themidst of the earth.

19And I will put a distinction betweenMy people and thy people; tomorrow shall this Ot
be.

20And HASHEM did so; there came a grievous swarm of arov into the bais Pharaoh, into
batim of his avadim, into kol Eretz Mitzrayim; the land was corrupted from the swarm of
arov.

21And Pharaoh called forMoshe, for Aharon, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to Eloheichem in
the land.

22And Moshe said, It is not meet so to do; for we shall sacrifice the to'avot Egyptians to
HASHEM Eloheinu; lo, shall we sacrifice the to'avot Egyptians before their eyes, and will
they not stone us?

23Wewill go derech shloshet yamim into themidbar, and sacrifice to HASHEM Eloheinu,
as He shall command us.

24And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that yemay sacrifice to HASHEM Eloheichem in the
midbar; only ye shall not go very far away; entreat for me.

25AndMoshe said, Hinei, I go out from thee, and I will entreat HASHEM that the swarms
of arov may depart from Pharaoh, from his avadim, and from his people, tomorrow; but
let not Pharaohdeal deceitfully anymore innot letting thepeople go to sacrifice toHASHEM.

26AndMoshe went out from Pharaoh, and entreated HASHEM.
27And HASHEM did according to the devar Moshe; and He removed the swarms of arov

from Pharaoh, from his avadim, from his people; there remained not one.
28And Pharaoh hardened his lev at this time also, neither would he let the people go.

9
1ThenHASHEM said untoMoshe, Go in unto Pharaoh, tell him, Thus saithHASHEMElohei

HaIvrim, Let My people go, that theymay serveMe.
2For if thou refuse to let them go, and wilt hold them still,
3Hinei, the Yad HASHEM is upon thy mikneh (livestock) which is in the sadeh, upon the

susim, upon the donkeys, upon the camels, upon the herd, and upon the tzon; there shall
be a very grievous dever.
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4 And HASHEM shall separate between the mikneh Yisroel and the mikneh Mitzrayim;
and there shall nothing die of all that belongs to the Bnei Yisroel.

5And HASHEM appointed a mo'ed, saying, Tomorrow HASHEM shall do this thing in the
land.

6And HASHEM did that thing on the next day, and all the mikneh of Mitzrayim died; but
of themikneh of the Bnei Yisroel died not one.

7And Pharaoh sent, and, hinei, there was not one of the mikneh Yisroel dead. And the
lev Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let HaAm go.

8And HASHEM said unto Moshe and unto Aharon, Take to you handfuls of piach of the
furnace, and let Moshe sprinkle it toward Shomayim in the sight of Pharaoh.

9And it shall becomefine dust in kol EretzMitzrayim, and shall be a sh'khin (boil) break-
ing forth with festers upon adam, and upon behemah, throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

10And they took piach of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moshe sprinkled
it up toward Shomayim; and it became a sh'khin breaking forth with festers upon adam,
and upon behemah.

11 And the charetumim could not stand before Moshe because of the sh'khin; for the
sh'khin was upon the charetumim, and upon kol Mitzrayim.

12And HASHEM hardened the lev Pharaoh, and he paid heed not unto them; as HASHEM
had spoken untoMoshe.

13And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Rise up early in the boker, and stand before Pharaoh,
and say unto him, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei HaIvrim, Let My people go, that they may
serveMe.

14For I will at this time send all My maggefot upon thine lev, and upon thy avadim, and
upon thy people; that thoumayest have da'as that there is none like Me in kol ha'aretz.

15For now Iwill stretch outMyYad, that Imay strike thee and thy peoplewith dever; and
thou shalt be cut off from ha'aretz.

16 In fact for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee My ko'ach; and that My
Shemmay be declared throughout kol ha'aretz.

17Thou still are exalting thyself against My people, that thou wilt not let them go.
18Hinei, tomorrow about this time I will cause it to rain very grievous barad (hail), such

as hath not been inMitzrayim since the foundation thereof even until now.
19 Send therefore now, and gather thy mikneh, and all that thou hast in the sadeh; for

upon every adam (man) and behemah (beast)which shall be found in the sadeh, and shall
not be brought into shelter, the barad shall come down upon them, and they shall die.

20He that feared theDevarHASHEM among the avadimof Pharaohmade his avadimand
his mikneh flee into the shelters;

21And he that took not to heart the Devar HASHEM left his avadim and his mikneh in the
sadeh.

22And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Stretch forth thine yad toward Shomayim, that there
may be barad in kol Eretz Mitzrayim, upon adam, and upon behemah, and upon kol esev
hasadeh, throughout Eretz Mitzrayim.

23And Moshe stretched forth his matteh toward Shomayim; and HASHEM sent thunder
and barad, and the eish flashed down upon the ground; and HASHEM rained barad upon
Eretz Mitzrayim.

24So therewas barad, and eishmingledwith the barad, very grievous, such as therewas
none like it in kol Eretz Mitzrayim since it became a nation.

25And the barad struck throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim all that was in the sadeh, both
adamandbehemah; thebarad struckkol esevhasadeh, andbeat downkol etz of the sadeh.

26Only in Eretz Goshen, where the Bnei Yisroel were, was there no barad.
27 And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moshe and Aharon, and said unto them, chatati

(I have sinned) this time: HASHEM HaTzaddik (is righteous), and I and my people are
haresha'im (wicked, guilty, wrong).

28EntreatHASHEM for it is enough, that there benomoreElohim thunderings andbarad;
and I will let you go, and ye shall stay no longer.

29AndMoshe saiduntohim,As soonas I amgoneout of the Ir, Iwill spreadoutmypalms*
untoHASHEM; and the thunder shall cease, neither shall therebeanymorebarad; that thou
mayest have da'as that ha'aretz is HASHEMʼs.

30But as for thee and thy avadim, I know that ye will not yet fear HASHEM Elohim.
31 And the flax and the barley was struck; for the barley was ripe, and the flax was in

bud.

* 9:29 davening
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32But the wheat and the spelt were not struck; for they were not yet come up.
33AndMoshe went out of the Ir from Pharaoh, and spread out his palms† unto HASHEM;

and the thunders and barad ceased, and the rain was not poured upon ha'aretz.
34Andwhen Pharaoh saw that the rain and the barad and the thunders were ceased, he

sinned yet more, and hardened his lev, he and his avadim.
35And the levPharaohwashardened, neitherwouldhe let theBneiYisroel go; asHASHEM

had spoken byMoshe.

10
[BO]

1AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Go in unto Pharaoh; for I have hardened his lev, and the
lev of his avadim, that I might show these My otot before him;

2And that thoumayest tell in the ears of thy ben, and of thy benʼs ben, what things I have
wrought inMitzrayim, andMyototwhich I have done among them; that yemayhaveda'as
that I amHASHEM.

3AndMoshe and Aharon came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM
Elohei HaIvrim, How longwilt thou refuse to humble thyself beforeMe? LetMy people go,
that theymay serveMe.

4Else, if thou refuse to let My people go, hineni, tomorrowwill I bring the arbeh into thy
border;

5And they shall cover the face of ha'aretz, that one cannot be able to see ha'aretz; and
they shall devour the remnant of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from
the barad, and shall eat kol haetz which groweth for you out of the sadeh;

6And they shall fill thy batim (houses), and the batim (houses) of all thy avadim, and the
batim (houses) of kolMitzrayim;whichneither thy avot, nor the avot of thy avot have seen,
since the day that theywere upon ha'aretz unto this day. And he turned himself, andwent
out from Pharaoh.

7AndPharaohʼs avadimsaiduntohim,How long shall thismanbeamokesh (snare)unto
us? Let the anashim go, that theymay serveHASHEMEloheihem; knowest thou not yet that
Mitzrayim is destroyed?

8AndMoshe and Aharon were brought again unto Pharaoh; and he said unto them, Go,
serve HASHEM Eloheichem; but who are they that shall go?

9 And Moshe said, We will go with ne'areinu and with zekeineinu, with baneinu and
withbenoteinu,with tzoneinuandwithbekareinu (ourherds)willwego; forChagHASHEM
lanu.

10And he said unto them, HASHEMwill indeed be with you, if ever I let you go, and your
little ones; look to it, evil [intent] is before you.

11Not so; go now ye that are gevarim, and serve HASHEM; for that ye did request. And
they were driven out from Pharaohʼs presence.

12 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Stretch out thine yad over Eretz Mitzrayim for the
arbeh, that they may come up upon Eretz Mitzrayim, and devour kol esev ha'aretz, even
all that the barad hath left as remnant.

13And Moshe stretched forth his matteh over Eretz Mitzrayim, and HASHEM brought a
ruach kadim upon the land all that yom, and all that lailah; and when it was boker, the
ruach hakadim brought the arbeh.

14And the arbeh went up over kol Eretz Mitzrayim, and rested on the entire border of
Mitzrayim: verygrievouswere they; before themtherewerenosucharbehas they, neither
after them shall be such.

15 For they covered the kol ha'aretz, so that the land was darkened; and they did eat kol
esev ha'aretz, and kol p'ri haetz which the barad had left as remnant; and there remained
not any yerek baetz, or in the esev hasadeh, through kol Eretz Mitzrayim.

16ThenPharaohcalled forMosheandAharon inhaste; andhesaid, chatati (Ihavesinned)
against HASHEM Eloheichem, and against you.

17 Therefore forgive, now, my sin only this once, and entreat HASHEM Eloheichem, that
He would only take away fromme this mavet.

18And he went out from Pharaoh, and entreated HASHEM.
19And HASHEM turned a west ruach chazakme'od, which took away the arbeh, and cast

them into the Yam Suf; there remained not one arbeh in all the borders of Mitzrayim.
20But HASHEM hardened lev Pharaoh, so that he would not let the Bnei Yisroel go.

† 9:33 davening
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21AndHASHEM saiduntoMoshe, Stretch out thine yad toward Shomayim, that theremay
be choshech over Eretz Mitzrayim, even choshech which he can feel.

22AndMoshe stretched forth his yad toward Shomayim; and therewas a thick choshech
in kol Eretz Mitzrayim shloshet yamim;

23They sawnot one another, neither rose any fromhis place for shloshet yamim; but kol
Bnei Yisroel had Ohr in their dwellings.

24AndPharaoh called untoMoshe, and said, Go ye, serveHASHEM; only let your tzon and
your herds remain behind; let your little ones also go with you.

25AndMoshe said, Thoumust give us also zevakhimand olot, thatwemay sacrifice unto
HASHEM Eloheinu.

26Also mikneinu shall go with us; there shall not a hoof be left behind; for thereof must
we take to serve HASHEM Eloheinu; and we know not with what we must serve HASHEM,
until we come to there.

27But HASHEM hardened lev Pharaoh, and he would not let them go.
28 And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no

more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die.
29AndMoshe said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again nomore.

11
1And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Yet will I bring one nega (plague; see Isa 53:8 regarding

Moshiach)more upon Pharaoh, and uponMitzrayim; afterwards he will let you go hence:
when he shall let you go, he shall surely drive you out hence altogether.

2 Speak now in the ears of HaAm, let every ish request of his neighbor, every isha of her
neighbor, articles of kesef and articles of zahav.

3AndHASHEMgave thepeople chen in the sight of theEgyptians. Moreover the ishMoshe
was gadol me'od in Eretz Mitzrayim, in the sight of Pharaohʼs avadim, and in the sight of
the people.

4AndMoshe said, Thus saithHASHEM, About khatzot halailah (midnight)will I go out into
themidst of Mitzrayim;

5And all the bechor in Eretz Mitzrayim shall die, from the bechor Pharaoh that sitteth
upon his kisse, even unto the bechor hashifchah that is behind the millstone; and all the
bechor behemah.

6And there shall be a great cry throughout kol Eretz Mitzrayim, such as there was none
like it, nor shall be like it anymore.

7 But against any of the Bnei Yisroel shall not a kelev move his leshon, against ish or
behemah; that ye may have da'as that HASHEM doth differentiate between Mitzrayim and
Yisroel.

8 And all these thy avadim shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto
me, saying, Get thee out, and kol HaAm that follow thee; and after that I will go out. And
he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger.

9And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Pharaoh shall not pay heed unto you; that My mofetim
may bemultiplied in Eretz Mitzrayim.

10AndMoshe and Aharon did all thesemofetim before Pharaoh; and HASHEM hardened
lev Pharaoh, so that he would not let the Bnei Yisroel go out of his land.

12
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and Aharon in Eretz Mitzrayim saying,
2Hachodeshhazeh (thismonth) shall be unto you the beginning ofmonths; it shall be the

first month of the year to you.
3 Speak ye unto kol Adat Yisroel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to

them everyman a seh (lamb),* according to the bais avot, a seh for each bais;
4And if thehouseholdbe too small for the seh (lamb),† let himandhis neighbornext unto

his bais take according to the number of the nefashot; every ish according to what he eats
shall make up your count for the seh.

5Your seh (lamb) ‡ shall be tamim (without blemish), a zachar (male)within its first year;
ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats;

6And itwill bewith you formishmeret (examination, checking for blemishes)upuntil the
fourteenth day of the same month; and kol Kehal Adat Yisroel shall slaughter (shachat) it
in the afternoon [before dark].

* 12:3 See Isa 53:7 † 12:4 See Isa 53:7 ‡ 12:5 See Isa 53:7
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7And they shall take of the dahm, and strike it upon the twomezuzot (doorposts) and on
themashkof (lintel) of the batim (houses), wherein they shall eat it.

8And they shall eat thebasar in thatnight, roastedover eish, andmatzot; andwithmaror
they shall eat it.§

9Eat not of it raw, nor soaked or boiled inmayim, but roasted over eish; this includes its
rosh with its legs, and with the inner parts thereof.

10And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the boker; and that which remaineth of it
until the boker ye shall burn with eish.

11And thus shall ye eat it; with your robe girdedup,* your sandals on your feet, and your
walking staff in your yad; and ye shall eat it with urgent haste; it is HASHEMʼs Pesach.

12 For I will pass through Eretz Mitzrayim balailah hazeh, and will strike fatally kol
bechor Eretz Mitzrayim, both adam and behemah; and against all the elohei Mitzrayim
I will execute judgment; I amHASHEM.

13And the dahm shall be for you, an ot (sign) upon the batim (houses)where ye are; and
when I see thedahm, oofasachti (then Iwill passover, skip, spare)you [plural], and thenegef
(plague, blow, striking, i.e., death of firstborn) shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I
strike fatally with a blow against Eretz Mitzrayim.

14And hayom hazeh shall be unto you for zikaron (remembrance, remembering); and ye
shall keep it a Chag (Feast) to HASHEM throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a Chag
(Feast) by a chukkat olam.

15 Shivat yamim shall ye eat matzot; but the first day ye shall put away se'or (yeast,
leaven) out of your batim (houses); for whosoever eateth chametz from the first day until
the seventh day, that nefesh shall be cut off from Yisroel.

16And in the yomharishon there shall be amikra kodesh, and in the yomhashevi'i there
shall be amikra kodesh to you; nomanner of melachah shall be done in them, except that
which every nefeshmust eat,† that only may be done of you.

17 And ye shall be shomer to safeguard the matzot; for on this very day I brought
your tzva'os out of Eretz Mitzrayim; therefore shall ye be shomer over this day in your
generations by a chukkat olam.

18 In the firstmonth, on the fourteenth day of themonth at erev, ye shall eatmatzot, until
the one and twentieth day of themonth at erev.

19 Shivat yamim shall there be no se'or (yeast, leaven) found in your batim (houses);
whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that nefesh shall be cut off from Adat
Yisroel, whether he be a ger, or native born in ha'aretz.

20Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling-places shall ye eat matzot.
21ThenMoshe called for all the Ziknei Yisroel, and said unto them, Draw out as separate

and take for yourselves a lamb according to yourmishpokhot, and slaughter (shachat) the
Pesach.‡

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the dahm that is in the basin, and
strike the mashkof (lintel) and the two mezuzot (door sideposts) with the dahm that is in
the basin; and none of you shall go out the door of his bais until boker.

23 For HASHEM will pass through to strike the Mitzrayim; and when He seeth the dahm
upon themashkof, and on the twomezuzot, HASHEMwill pasach (pass over, spare, skip) the
entrance, andwill not permit theMashkhit (Destroyer),§ to enter unto your batim to strike.

24And ye shall be shomer over this word as a chok (ordinance) to thee and your children
ad olam (forever).

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye come to ha'aretz which HASHEM will give to you,
according as He hath promised, that ye shall be shomer over this avodah.

26And it shall come to pass, when your banim shall say unto you, Mah haavodah hazot
lachem (What is this avodah to you)?

27That ye shall say, It is the zevachofHASHEMʼs Pesach,whopasach (passedover, skipped,
spared) the batim (households) of the Bnei Yisroel inMitzrayim, when He struck down the
Egyptians, and spared bateinu (our houses). And the people bowed down andworshiped.

28 And the Bnei Yisroel went away, and did as HASHEM had commanded Moshe and
Aharon, so did they.

§ 12:8 See Yn 6:53-54 where Moshiach alludes to this verse and Isa 53:7. * 12:11 i.e., pulled up and tucked in under
the belt, for travel † 12:16 i.e., activity necessary for the preparation of food ‡ 12:21 offering, i.e., Pesach lamb

(see Isa 53:7) § 12:23 i.e., HASHEMʼs emissary of judgment, see Num 22:31 on theMalach HASHEM



SHEMOT 12:29 69 SHEMOT 13:4

29 And it came to pass, that at midnight HASHEM struck down kol bechor in Eretz
Mitzrayim, from the bechor of Pharaoh sitting on his throne unto the bechor of the captive
that was in the dungeon; and all the bechor behemah.

30AndPharaoh roseup in the lailah, he, and all his avadim, andkolMitzrayim; and there
was a tze'akah gedolah (greatwail) inMitzrayim; for therewas not a bais where therewas
not one dead.

31 And he called for Moshe and Aharon by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth,
leave from among my people, both ye and the Bnei Yisroel; and go, serve HASHEM, as ye
have said.

32Also take your tzon and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.
33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of

ha'aretz in haste; for they said, Kullanumesim (We are all dead ones).
34 And the people took their batzek (deaf dough, having no indication of fermentation)

* before it was leavened, their kneading pans being wrapped up in their clothes [and
carried] upon their shoulders.

35And theBneiYisroel didaccording to thedevarMoshe; they requestedof theEgyptians
k'lei kesef, and k'lei zahav, and garments;

36And HASHEM gave the people favor in the sight of the Mitzrayim, so that they granted
their request. So they plundered the Egyptians.

37And theBnei Yisroel journeyed fromRa'meses towards Sukkot, about 600,000 gevarim
on foot, not counting women and children.

38 And an erev rav (mixed multitude, a mixed company that was large) went along also
with them; and tzon, and herds, even verymany domestic animals.

39 And they baked the batzek (deaf dough) which they brought forth out of Mitzrayim,
into round flat cakes of matzot; ki lo chametz, because they were thrust out of Mitzrayim,
and could not tarry (linger), neither had they prepared for tzeidah (supply of food,
provision).

40Now the moshav (time period of residence) of the Bnei Yisroel dwelling in Mitzrayim
was four hundred and thirty shanah.

41And it came to pass at the ketz (end) of the four hundred and thirty shanah, even the
exact day it came to pass, that kol Tzivos HASHEMwent out from Eretz Mitzrayim.

42 It is a night of shimmurim (keepings, watchings, vigils) for HASHEM to keep watch to
bring them out from Eretz Mitzrayim; this is halailah hazeh unto HASHEM; shimmurim
(watchings, vigils) for kol Bnei Yisroel in their dorot.

43And HASHEM said unto Moshe and Aharon, This is the Chukkat HaPesach: there shall
no ben nekhar eat thereof;

44 But every manʼs eved that is bought for kesef, when thou hast given him bris milah,
then shall he eat thereof.

45A toshav and a sachir shall not eat thereof.
46 In bais echad shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth any of the basar outside the

bais; neither shall ye break a bone thereof.†
47Kol Adat Yisroel shall celebrate it.
48Andwhen a ger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Pesach unto HASHEM, let all

his zachar receive bris milah, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as
one that is native born in ha'aretz; for no arel (uncircumcised person) shall eat thereof.

49 Torah echad shall be to him that is native-born, and unto the ger that sojourneth
among you.

50Thus did kol Bnei Yisroel; as HASHEM commandedMoshe and Aharon, so did they.
51And it came to pass the very same day, that HASHEM did bring the Bnei Yisroel out of

Eretz Mitzrayim by their tzvaos.

13
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Set apart as kodeshuntoMekol bechor,whatsoeveropeneth the rechem (womb)among

the Bnei Yisroel, both of adam and of behemah; it is Mine.
3AndMoshe saiduntoHaAm, Remember this day, inwhich ye cameout fromMitzrayim,

out of the bais avadim; for by chozek yad HASHEM brought you out from this place; there
shall no chametz be eaten.

4This day came ye out in themonth Aviv.

* 12:34 See 1C 5:7 † 12:46 See Yn 19:36
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5 And it shall be when HASHEM shall bring thee into the land of the Kena'ani, and the
Chitti, and the Emori, and the Chivi, and the Yevusi, which He swore unto thy Avot to give
thee, aneretzflowingwith cholovanddevash, that thou shalt observe this avodah (service)
in this month.

6 Shivat yamim thou shalt eat matzot, and in the seventh day shall be a Chag (Feast) to
HASHEM.

7Matzot shall be eaten shivat hayamim; and there shall no chametz be seen with thee,
neither shall there be se'or seen with thee within all thy borders.

8And thou shalt show thy ben in that day, saying, This is because ofwhat HASHEMdid for
mewhen I came forth out of Mitzrayim.

9And it shall be for an ot (sign) unto thee upon thine yad, and for a zikaron (reminder)
between thine eyes, in order that the torat HASHEM may be in thy mouth; because with a
yad chazakah hath HASHEM brought thee out of Mitzrayim.

10 Thou shalt therefore be shomer over this chukkah in its mo'ed (season, fixed time)
perpetually.

11And it shall bewhenHASHEMshall bring thee into the landof theKena'ani, asHe swore
unto thee and to thy avot, and shall give it thee,

12That thou shalt set apart unto HASHEM all that openeth the rechem (womb), and every
firstling that is born of a behemah which thou hast; hazecharim (the males) shall be
HASHEMʼs.

13And every firstling of a he-donkey thou shalt redeem with a seh; and if thou wilt not
redeem it, then thou shalt break its neck; andkol bechor adamamong thybanimshalt thou
redeem.

14And it shall be when thy ben asketh thee in time to come, saying, Mah zot? (What is
this?) that thou shalt say unto him, By chozek yadHASHEMbrought us out fromMitzrayim,
from the bais avadim;

15And it came to pass, when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, that HASHEM killed
kol bechor of EretzMitzrayim, both the bechor adam, and the bechor behemah; therefore
Ani zovei'ach laHASHEM(I sacrifice to HASHEM) kol that openeth the rechem (womb), being
hazecharim (themales); but kol bechor of my banim I redeem.

16And it shall be for an ot (sign) upon thine hand, and for totafos (ornaments, frontlets,
bands, phylactery) between thine eyes; for by chozek yad HASHEM brought us forth out of
Mitzrayim.

[BESHALACH]
17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that Elohim led them not

through the derech of the eretz of the Pelishtim (Philistines), although that was near; for
Elohim said, Lest perhaps the people change their mind when they see milchamah, and
they return to Mitzrayim;

18 So Elohim led HaAm about, through the derech of the midbar of the Yam Suf; and the
Bnei Yisroel went up out of Eretz Mitzrayim ready for battle.

19AndMoshe took the atzmot Yosefwith him; for Yosef hadmade the Bnei Yisroel swear
unconditionally, saying, Elohimwill surely visit you; andye shall carryupmyatzmot away
from here with you.

20 And they took their journey from Sukkot, and encamped in Etam, at the edge of the
midbar.

21And HASHEM went before them by day in an ammud anan, to guide them haderech;
and by lailah in an ammud eish, to give them ohr; so they could travel yomam valailah
(day or night);

22He took not away the ammud heanan by day, nor the ammud haeish by night, from
before HaAm.

14
1Then HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, that they turn back and encamp before Pi-Hachirot,

between Migdol and the yam, in front of Ba'al-Tzephon; opposite it shall ye encamp by
the yam.

3For Pharaohwill think of the Bnei Yisroel, They are entangled in the land,* themidbar
hath shut them in.†

* 14:3wandering in confusion † 14:3 frommaking their exodus
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4And I will harden lev Pharaoh, that he shall pursue after them; and I will be glorified
over Pharaoh, and upon all his army; so that the Egyptians may have da'as that I am
HASHEM. And they did accordingly.

5And it was told the melech Mitzrayim that HaAm had fled; and the lev Pharaoh and of
his avadimwas turned against HaAm, and they said,Why havewe done this, that we have
let Yisroel go from slaving for us?

6And hemade ready his merkavah, and took his armywith him;
7 And he took six hundred select chariots, and all the chariots of Mitzrayim, and

commanders over every one of them.
8AndHASHEMhardened the lev PharaohMelechMitzrayim, so that he pursued after the

Bnei Yisroel; and the Bnei Yisroel went out with a high hand.‡
9But the Mitzrayim pursued after them, all the susim and chariots of Pharaoh, and his

parash, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the yam, by Pi-Hachirot, in front
of Ba'al-Tzephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the Bnei Yisroel lifted up their eyes, and, hinei, the
Egyptians marched after them; and they were very terrified; and the Bnei Yisroel cried
out unto HASHEM.

11 And they said unto Moshe, Because there were no kevarim in Mitzrayim, hast thou
taken us away to die in the midbar? What hast thou done to us, in bringing us forth out of
Mitzrayim?

12 Is not this the very thing that we did tell thee in Mitzrayim, saying, Let us alone, that
we may slave for the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to slave for the Egyptians,
than that we should die in themidbar.

13 And Moshe said unto HaAm, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the Yeshu'at HASHEM,
which He will bring to you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall
see them again nomore ad olam.

14HASHEM shall fight for you, and ye shall keep still.
15And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Why criest thou unto Me? Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel,

so that theymove on;
16But lift thou up thy staff, and stretch out thine yad over the yam, and divide it; and the

Bnei Yisroel shall go on yabashah (dry land) § through themidst of the yam.
17And I, hineni, I will harden the lev Mitzrayim, and they shall go after them; and I will

get Me glory over Pharaoh, and over all his army, over his chariots, and upon his parash
(horsemen).

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am HASHEM, when I have gotten Me glory over
Pharaoh, over his chariots, and over his parash.

19And the Malach HaElohim, which goes in front of the Machaneh Yisroel, moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloudmoved frombefore their face, and stood behind
them;

20And it came between the machaneh Mitzrayim and the Machaneh Yisroel; there was
the anan bringing choshech to the Egyptians, but bringing light by night to Yisroel; so that
none came near the other, kol halailah.

21 Then Moshe stretched out his yad over the yam; and HASHEM caused the yam to go
backbya strongeastwindall thatnight, so that theyamwasmadedry land, and themayim
were divided.

22 And the Bnei Yisroel then went into the middle of the yam upon the yabashah (dry
land); and themayimwere a chomah (wall) unto them on their right, and on their left.

23And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the middle of the yam, even
kol sus Pharaoh, his chariots, and his parash.

24So it came to pass, thatwhen came thewatch of the boker, HASHEM lookeddownon the
machaneh Mitzrayim through the ammud eish (pillar of fire) and of the anan, and caused
confusion over themachanehMitzrayim,

25And turned awry their chariotwheels, that they drove themwith difficulty; so that the
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the presence of Yisroel; because HASHEM fighteth for them
against the Egyptians.

26AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Stretch out thine yad over the yam, that themayimmay
come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their parash.

27AndMoshe stretched forth his yad over the yam, and the yam rushed back to its place
as dawn of the boker appeared; and the Egyptians tried to flee away frommeeting it; but
HASHEM swept the Egyptians into themiddle of the yam.

‡ 14:8 deliberately with assurance § 14:16 See Gn 1:9
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28And the mayim rushed back, and covered the chariots, and the parashim, and all the
army of Pharaoh that came into the yam after them; there remained as survivors not so
much as one of them.

29But the Bnei Yisroel walked upon yabashah through the yam; and the mayim were a
chomah unto them on their right, and on their left.

30 Thus HASHEM saved Yisroel yom hahu out of the hand of Mitzrayim; and Yisroel saw
the Egyptians dead upon the seashore.

31And Yisroel saw the yad hagedolahwhichHASHEMdid upon the Egyptians; andHaAm
feared HASHEM, and put their trust in HASHEM, and in His evedMoshe.

15
1Then sangMoshe and the Bnei Yisroel this shirah (song) to HASHEM, and spoke, saying,

I will sing unto HASHEM,
for He hath triumphed gloriously:
the sus and its rider
hath He cast into the yam.
2HASHEM is my oz and zimrah (song of praise),
and He is become tome Yeshu'ah (salvation);
He is Eli (my G-d),
and I will praise Him;
Elohei Avi,
and I will exalt Him.
3HASHEM is an IshMilchamah;
HASHEM shmo.
4Markevot Pharaoh and his army
hath He cast into the yam;
his select commanders also
are drowned in Yam Suf.
5The tehomot (depths) have covered them;
they sank into the bottom like an even (stone).
6Thy right hand, HASHEM,
is become glorious in ko'ach;
Thy right hand, HASHEM,
hath dashed into pieces the oyev.
7And in the greatness of Thinemajesty
Thou hast overthrown them that rose up against Thee;
Thou sentest forth Thy charon (wrath),
which consumed them as stubble.
8Andwith the blast of Thy nostrils
the mayimwere gathered together,
the floods stood upright
like a stack,
and the tehomot were congealed
in the lev yam (heart of the sea).
9The oyev said,
I will pursue, I will overtake,
I will share the plunder;
my battle-lust shall be satisfied upon them;
I will drawmy cherev,
my yad shall take possession of
10Thou didst blowwith Thy ruach,
the yam covered them;
they sank like lead
in themighty waters.
11Mi chamochah ba'elim, Adonoi
(Who is like unto Thee, HASHEM, among the elim)?*

* 15:11 g-ds
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Who is like Thee,
glorious in kodesh (holiness),
awesome in praiseworthy acts,
doing wonders?

12Thou didst stretch out Thy right hand,
eretz swallowed them.
13Thou in Thy chesed hast led forth
the people which Thou hast redeemed (acquired back);
Thou hast guided them in Thy oz
unto Thy neveh† kodesh (holy habitation).
14The nations shall hear, and be afraid;
anguish shall take hold on the inhabitants of Peleshet (Philistia).
15Then the chief men of Edom shall be amazed;
themighty men of Moav, trembling shall take hold upon them;
all the inhabitants of Kena'an shall melt away with weakness.
16Terror and pachad shall fall upon them;
by the greatness of Thine zero'a
they shall be struck dumb as an even (stone);
till Thy people pass by, HASHEM,
till the people pass by, which Thou hast purchased.
17Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them
in the har of Thine nachalah,
in the place, HASHEM, which Thou hast made
for Thee to dwell in,
in theMikdash, Adonoi,
which Thy hands have established.

18HASHEM shall reign
l'olam va'ed.

19 For the sus Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his parash into the yam, and
HASHEM brought again the waters of the yam upon them; but the Bnei Yisroel went on
yabashah (dry land) in themiddle of the yam.

20AndMiryam the neviah, the achot Aharon, took the tof (hand drum) in her yad; and all
the nashimwent out after her with hand-drums andwith dancing.

21AndMiryam sang to them,

Sing ye to HASHEM,
for He hath triumphed gloriously;
the sus and its rider
hath He thrown into the yam.

22SoMoshebroughtYisroel from theYamSuf, and theywent out into themidbarof Shur;
and they went shloshet yamim in themidbar, and found nomayim.

23And when they came to Marah (Bitter Place), they could not drink of the mayim from
Marah, for they weremarim; therefore the shem of it was calledMarah.

24 So the people murmured against Moshe, saying, Mah nishteh (what shall we drink)?
25 And he cried unto HASHEM; and HASHEM showed him an etz (tree) which when he

had cast into the mayim, the waters were made sweet;‡ at that place He made for them a
chok (statute, requirement, obligation)andamishpat (divine judgment), and thereHe tested
them,

26And said, If thouwilt diligently pay heed to the voice of HASHEMEloheicha, andwill do
that which is yashar in His sight, and will give ear to do His mitzvot, and be shomer over
all His chok, I will put none of these machalah (diseases) upon thee, which I put upon the
Egyptians; for Ani Adonoi rofecha (I amHASHEM that healeth thee).§

27 And they came to Elim (Great Trees). There were twelve springs of mayim, and
threescore and ten date-palm trees; and they encamped there by themayim.

† 15:13 a neveh is the abode of a shepherd ‡ 15:25 i.e., potable, fit for drinking § 15:26 2Kgs 15:5; Am 4:10



SHEMOT 16:1 74 SHEMOT 16:26

16
1And they took their journey fromElim, and kol Adat Bnei Yisroel cameunto themidbar

of Sin (pronounced “Seen”), which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the
secondmonth after their departing out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

2And kol Adat Bnei Yisroel murmured against Moshe and Aharon in themidbar;
3 And the Bnei Yisroel said unto them, If only G-d would have made us die by the yad

HASHEM in EretzMitzrayim,whenwe sat by the sir habasar (pot ofmeat), andwhenwedid
eat lechem to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this midbar, to kill this kol hakahal
with ra'av (hunger).

4 Then said HASHEM unto Moshe, Hineni, I will rain lechem from Shomayim upon you;
and HaAm shall go out and gather a certain daily provision, that I may test them, whether
they will walk inMy torah, or no.

5And it shall come to pass, that on the yom hashishi (sixth day) they shall prepare that
which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.

6 And Moshe and Aharon said unto kol Bnei Yisroel, At erev, then ye shall know that
HASHEM hath brought you out from Eretz Mitzrayim;

7And in theboker, thenye shall see thekevodHASHEM; becauseHehearethyour telunnot
(murmurings, grumblings) against HASHEM; and who are we, that ye murmur against us?

8AndMoshe said, This shall be, whenHASHEM shall give you basar in the erev to eat, and
in the boker lechem to the full; because HASHEM heareth your telunnot which yemurmur
against Him; and who are we? Your telunnot are not against us, but against HASHEM.

9 And Moshe spoke unto Aharon, Say unto kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, Come near before
HASHEM; for He hath heard your telunnot.

10 And it came to pass, as Aharon spoke unto kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, that they looked
toward themidbar, and, hinei, the kevod HASHEM appeared in the anan.

11And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
12 I have heard the telunnot Bnei Yisroel; speak unto them, saying, At twilight ye shall

eat basar, and in the boker ye shall be glutted with lechem; and ye shall know* that I am
HASHEM Eloheichem.

13And it came to pass, that at erev the quails came up, and covered the machaneh; and
in the boker there was a layer of tal (dew) about themachaneh.

14And when the layer of tal evaporated, hinei, upon the surface of the midbar there lay
thin flakes, as thin as a layer of kfor (frost) upon ha'aretz.

15And when the Bnei Yisroel saw it, they said one to another, Mahn hu (What is it?) For
they knewnotmahhu (what [is] this). AndMoshe saidunto them, This is the lechemwhich
HASHEM hath given you to eat.

16This is the thingwhichHASHEMhath commanded, Gather of it everyman according to
his eating [need], an omer per person, according to the number of your nefashot; take ye
everyman for themwhich are in his ohel.

17And the Bnei Yisroel did so, and gathered, somemore, some less.
18Andwhen they didmeasure it by the omer, he that gatheredmuch had nothing extra,

and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating
[need].

19AndMoshe said, Let no ish leave of it until boker.
20Notwithstanding, they paid heed not unto Moshe; but some left part of it until boker,

and [the leftovers] bred tola'im (worms), and stank; andMoshe was angry with them.
21And they gathered it every boker, everyman according to his eating [need]; andwhen

the shemesh grew hot, it melted.
22And it came to pass, that on yom hashishi they gathered twice as much lechem, two

omers for oneman; and all the nesi'im of the Edah came and told Moshe.
23Andhe said unto them, This is thatwhichHASHEMhath said, Tomorrow is a Shabbaton

(day of rest), Shabbos Kodesh unto HASHEM; bake that which ye will bake today, and boil
that yewill boil; and that which remaineth over lay up for you formishmeret (for keeping)
until boker.

24And they laid it up, saving it until boker, as Moshe commanded; and it did not stink,
neither was there any infestation therein.

25AndMoshe said, Eat that today; for today is a Shabbos untoHASHEM; today ye shall not
find it in the sadeh.

26Sheshet yamimyeshall gather it; but on theyomhashevi'i,which is Shabbos, in it there
shall be none.

* 16:12 by experience
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27 And it came to pass, that there went out some from HaAm on the yom hashevi'i to
gather, and they found none.

28And HASHEM said unto Moshe, How long refuse ye to be shomer over Mymitzvot and
My torot?

29See, thatHASHEMhathgivenyou theShabbos, thereforeHegivethyouonyomhashishi
lechem for two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out from his place on
yom hashevi'i.

30 So HaAm rested on yom hashevi'i.
31And Bais Yisroel called the shem thereofManna; and it was like coriander seed, lavan

(white); and the taste of it was like flat cakes fried in devash.
32AndMoshe said, This is the thing which HASHEM commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be

mishmeret (kept) for your dorot; that they may see the lechem wherewith I have fed you
in themidbar, when I brought you forth from Eretz Mitzrayim.

33And Moshe said unto Aharon, Take a jar, and put an omer full of manna therein, and
lay it up before HASHEM, to be kept for your dorot.

34As HASHEM commanded Moshe, so Aharon laid it up before the Edut (the [Ark] of the
Testimony), for mishmeret (to be kept).

35 And the Bnei Yisroel did eat manna arba'im shanah, until they came to an eretz
noshavet (an inhabited land); they did eatmanna, until they cameunto the borders of Eretz
Kena'an.

36Now an omer† is the tenth part of an ephah.‡

17
1And kol Adat Bnei Yisroel journeyed from the midbar of Sin, setting out, according to

the commandment of HASHEM, and encamped in Rephidim; and there was no mayim for
HaAm to drink.

2 Wherefore the people did chide (quarrel, become dissatisfied with) Moshe, and said,
Give us mayim that we may drink. And Moshe said unto them, Why chide ye with me?
Why do ye put HASHEM to the test?

3 And HaAm thirsted there for mayim; and the people murmured against Moshe, and
said, Why is this that thou hast brought us up out of Mitzrayim, to kill me and my banim
andmy livestock with tzama (thirst)?

4 And Moshe cried unto HASHEM, saying, What shall I do with this people? They are
almost ready to stoneme.

5AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Go on ahead ofHaAm, and takewith thee Ziknei Yisroel;
and thymatteh (staff)wherewith thou struck the Nile, take in thine yad, and go.

6Hineni, I will stand before thee there upon the tzur in Chorev; thou shalt strike the tzur,
and there shall come mayim out of it, that HaAmmay drink. Moshe did so in the sight of
the Ziknei Yisroel.

7 And he called the shem of the place Massah (Testing), and Merivah (Dissatisfaction),
because of the riv (chiding, quarreling) of the Bnei Yisroel, and because they put HASHEM
to the test, saying, Is HASHEM among us, or not?

8Then came Amalek, and did battle against Yisroel in Rephidim.
9 And Moshe said unto Yehoshua, Choose for us anashim, and go out, do battle with

Amalek; tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the matteh HaElohim
inmine yad.

10 So Yehoshua did as Moshe had said to him, and did battle with Amalek; and Moshe,
Aharon, and Chur went up to the top of the hill.

11And it came to pass, as long asMoshe held uphis yad, that Yisroel prevailed; andwhen
he let down his yad, Amalek prevailed.

12When the hands ofMoshe grewheavy, they took an even (stone), and put it under him,
and he sat thereon; and Aharon and Chur supported his hands, the one on the one side,
and the other on the other side; and his hands held emunah (steady) until bo hashemesh
(sunset).

13And Yehoshua disabled Amalek and his armywith the edge of the cherev.
14And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Write this for a zikaron (memorial, remembering) in a

sefer, andrehearse it in theearsofYehoshua; for Iwill utterly efface thememoryofAmalek
from under Shomayim.

15And Moshe built a Mizbe'ach, and called the shem of it HASHEM Nissi (HASHEM is my
Standard);*

† 16:36 i.e., two quarts drymeasure ‡ 16:36 T.N. an ephah is about one-half bushel * 17:15 rallying point
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16 For he said, Because a yad has been against the kes HASHEM(throne of HASHEM),
HASHEM hathmilchamah against Amalek from dor to dor.

18
[YITRO]

1 When Yitro, the kohen of Midyan, Mosheʼs khoten (father-in-law), heard of all that
Elohim had done for Moshe, and for Yisroel His people, and that HASHEM had brought
Yisroel out of Mitzrayim;

2 Then Yitro, Mosheʼs khoten, received Tzipporah, Mosheʼs wife, after Moshe had sent
her away,

3Andher twobanim; ofwhich the shemof the onewasGershom; for he said, I have been
a ger in a foreign land;

4And the shem of the other was Eli'ezer; for the Elohei Avi, said he, was ezri (my help),
and deliveredme from the cherev of Pharaoh;

5 And Yitro, Mosheʼs khoten, came with his banim and his isha unto Moshe into the
midbar, where he encamped at the Har HaElohim;

6And he said unto Moshe, I thy khoten (father-in-law) Yitro am come unto thee, and thy
isha, and her two banimwith her.

7 And Moshe went out to meet his khoten, bowed low, and kissed him; and they asked
each other of their shalom (welfare); and they came into the ohel.

8AndMoshe toldhis khotenall thatHASHEMhaddoneuntoPharaohand to theEgyptians
for the sake of Yisroel, and all the travail that had befallen themalong the derech, and how
HASHEM saved and delivered them.

9And Yitro rejoiced for all the tovah which HASHEM had done for Yisroel, whomHe had
delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians.

10 And Yitro said, Baruch HASHEM, Who hath rescued you out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and Who hath delivered HaAm from under
the hand of the Egyptians.

11NowIhaveda'as thatHASHEM is gadol thankol haelohim; for in the thingwherein they
dealt proudly He was above them.

12 And Yitro, Mosheʼs khoten, brought an olah and zevakhim for Elohim; and Aharon
came, and kol Ziknei Yisroel, to eat lechemwithMosheʼs khoten before HaElohim.

13 And it came to pass on next day, that Moshe sat to judge HaAm; and HaAm stood
aroundMoshe from the boker unto erev.

14And when Mosheʼs khoten saw all that he was doing for HaAm, he said, What is this
thing that thou doest to the people? Why sittest thou thyself alone, and kol HaAm stand
around thee from boker unto erev?

15AndMoshe said unto his khoten, Because HaAm come untome to inquire of Elohim;
16When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one and another,

and I domake them know the chukkei HaElohim, and His torot.
17AndMosheʼs khoten said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not tov.
18Thouwilt surely wear out, both thou, andHaAmhazeh that is with thee; for this thing

is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone.
19 Shema (pay heed) now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and may Elohim be

with thee; be thou for HaAm before HaElohim, that thou mayest bring the disputes unto
HaElohim;

20 And thou shalt teach them chukkim and torot, and shalt show them the derech
wherein theymust walk, and thema'aseh that theymust do.

21Moreover thou shalt provide out of kol HaAm anshei chayil (able men), yirei Elohim,
anshei emes, hating bribes; and place such over them, to be over thousands, and over
hundreds, over fifties, and over tens;

22And let them judge HaAm at all times; and it shall be, that every davar hagadol they
shall bring unto thee, but every davar hakaton they shall judge; so shall it be eased for
thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee.

23 If thou shalt do this thing, and Elohim command thee so, then thou shalt be able to
endure, and kol HaAm hazeh shall also go to their place in shalom.

24 SoMoshe paid heed to the voice of his khoten, and did all that he had said.
25AndMoshe chose anshei chayil out of kol Yisroel, andmade them rashim over HaAm,

over thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.
26And they judged HaAm at all times; the davar hakasheh (difficult case) they brought

unto Moshe, but every devar hakaton they judged themselves.
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27AndMoshe let his khoten depart; and he went his way into his own land.

19
1 In the chodeshhashelishi (thirdnewmoon), after theBneiYisroel had their exodus from

Eretz Mitzrayim, on that very day they came into theMidbar Sinai.
2 For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to Midbar Sinai, and had

encamped in themidbar; and there Yisroel camped before HaHar.
3AndMoshewent up toHaElohim, andHASHEM called out unto him fromHaHar, saying,

Thus shalt thou say to the Bais Ya'akov, and declare unto the Bnei Yisroel;
4 You yourselves have seen what I did unto the Mitzrayim, and how I carried you on

eaglesʼwings, and brought you untoMyself.
5 Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice very carefully, and be shomer over My brit,

then ye shall be a segullah (treasured possession)untoMe above all people; for kol ha'aretz
is Mine;

6And ye shall be untoMe amamlechet kohanim, and a goy kadosh. These are thewords
which thou shalt recount unto the Bnei Yisroel.

7AndMoshe cameand summoned the ZikneiHaAm, and set authoritatively before their
faces all these words just as HASHEM commanded him.

8And kol HaAm answered together, and said, All that HASHEM hath spoken we will do.
AndMoshe brought back the words of HaAm unto HASHEM.

9AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Hinei, I amcomingunto thee in a thick cloud, thatHaAm
may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee l'olam. Then Moshe told the words of
HaAm unto HASHEM.

10 So HASHEM said unto Moshe, Go unto HaAm, and set them apart as kodesh today and
tomorrow, and let themwash their clothing,

11And be ready by Yom HaShelishi; for Yom HaShelishi HASHEM will come down in the
sight of kol HaAm uponMt. Sinai.

12And thou shalt set boundaries untoHaAmall around, saying, Take heed to yourselves,
that ye go not up into HaHar, or touch the edge of it; whosoever toucheth HaHar shall be
surely put to death;

13 There shall no yad touch him, but he shall surely be stoned, or surely mortally shot;
whether it be behemah or ish, it shall not live; when the yovel soundeth long, they shall
come up to HaHar.

14 So Moshe came down from HaHar unto HaAm, and set apart as kodesh HaAm; and
they washed their clothes.

15Then he said to HaAm, Be ready by Sheloshet Yamim; come not into your isha.
16And it came to pass on the Yom HaShelishi when the boker was breaking, that there

were thunderings and lightnings, and a heavy cloud upon HaHar, and the blast of the
shofar exceeding loud; so that kol HaAm that was in themachaneh trembled with terror.

17 And Moshe led HaAm forth out of the machaneh to encounter HaElohim; and they
stood at the foot of HaHar.

18AndMt. Sinaiwasaltogether smoking, becauseHASHEMdescendedupon it in eish; and
the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of the furnace, and kol HaHar shook violently.

19And when the sound of the shofar was moving [closer], and grew louder and louder,
Moshe spoke, and HaElohim answered him in thunder.

20 And HASHEM came down upon Mt. Sinai, onto the top of HaHar; and HASHEM
summonedMoshe up to the top of HaHar; andMoshe went up.

21And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Go down, warn HaAm, lest they push through toward
HASHEM to gaze, andmany of them fall perishing.

22And let thekohanimalso,which comenear toHASHEM, set themselves apart as kodesh,
lest HASHEM break forth upon them.

23 And Moshe said unto HASHEM, HaAm cannot come up to Mt. Sinai; for You Yourself
charged us, saying, Establish boundaries for HaHar, and set it apart as kodesh.

24And HASHEM said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and
Aharon with thee; but let not the kohanim and HaAm push through to come up unto
HASHEM, lest He break forth upon them.

25 SoMoshe went down unto HaAm and told them.

20
1Then Elohim spoke all these words, saying,
2 I am HASHEM Eloheicha, Who brought thee out of Eretz Mitzrayim, out of the bais

avadim (house of slaves).
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3Thou shalt have no elohim acherim inMy presence.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any pesel, or any temunah of any thing that is in

Shomayim above, or that is in ha'aretz beneath, or that is in themayim under ha'aretz.
5 Thou shalt not tishtacheveh to them, nor serve them; for I HASHEM Eloheicha am an

El kanna, visiting the avon Avot upon the Banim unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate Me;

6 But showing chesed unto thousands of them that love Me, and are shomer over My
mitzvot.

7Thou shalt not take the ShemHASHEM Eloheicha in vain; for HASHEMwill not hold him
guiltless that taketh Shmo in vain.

8Remember YomHaShabbos, to keep it kodesh.
9 Sheshet yamim shalt thou labor, and do all thy work:
10But the YomHaShevi'i is the Shabbos of HASHEM Eloheicha; in it thou shalt not do any

melachah, thou, nor thy ben, nor thy bat, thy eved, nor thymaidservant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy ger that is within thy gates;

11For in sheshet yamimHASHEMmade Shomayim and Ha'Aretz, the yam, and all that in
them is, and rested Yom HaShevi'i; for this reason HASHEM blessed Yom HaShabbos, and
set it apart as kodesh.

12Honor thy av and thy em; that thy yamimmaybe longuponha'adamahwhichHASHEM
Eloheicha giveth thee.

13 Thou shalt not murder. [14] Thou shalt not commit adultery. [15] Thou shalt not steal.
[16]Thou shalt not bear ed sheker against thy neighbor.

14 Thou shalt not covet thy neighborʼs bais, thou shalt not covet thy neighborʼs isha,
nor his eved, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is thy
neighborʼs.

15And kol HaAm saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the sound of the shofar,
and HaHar smoking; and when HaAm saw it, they drew back, and stood afar off.

16And they said unto Moshe, Thou speak with us, and we will hear; but let not Elohim
speak with us, lest we die.*

17And Moshe said unto HaAm, Fear not: for HaElohim is come to test you, and that His
fear may be upon your faces, that ye sin not.

18 And HaAm stood afar off, while Moshe drew near unto the thick cloud where
HaElohimwas.

19 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Thus thou shalt say unto the Bnei Yisroel, You
yourselves have seen that from Shomayim I have spokenwith you.

20Ye shall not make beside Me elohei kesef, neither shall ye make for yourselves elohei
zahav.

21 Mizbe'ach adamah thou shalt make unto Me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy olot,
and thy shelamim, thy tzon, and thine oxen; in all places where I cause My Shem to be
remembered, I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.

22And if thou wilt make Me a Mizbe'ach avanim, thou shalt not build it of cut stone; for
if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast rendered it polluted.

23 Neither shalt thou go up by stairs unto Mine Mizbe'ach, that thy nakedness be not
discovered thereon.

21
[MISHPATIM]

1Now these are themishpatimwhich thou shalt set before them.
2 If thou acquire an eved Ivri, shesh shanimhe shall serve; and in the seventh he shall go

out lachafeshi (to the freedom) for no charge.
3 If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if hewere a ba'al isha, then his isha

shall go out with him.
4 If his adon have given him an isha, and to him she gives birth to banim or banot; the

isha and her yeledim shall be her adonʼs, and he shall go out [free] by himself.
5And if the eved shall plainly say, I love adoni, my isha, and my banim; I will not go out

lachafeshi (to the freedom);
6Thenhisadonshall bringhimuntoHaElohim; he shall alsobringhimto thedelet (door),

or unto themezuzah; and his adon shall pierce through his ozen (ear)with a piercing-tool;
then he shall serve him l'olam.

* 20:16 see Gn 42:23
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7And if an ish sell his bat to be an amah (maidservant), she shall not go out as the avadim
[go free].

8 If she please not her adon, who hath betrothed her to himself, then shall he let her be
redeemed [go free]; to sell her unto an am nochri (foreign people) he shall have no power,
seeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her.

9 And if he have betrothed her unto his ben, he shall deal with her according to the
mishpat habanot (rights of [free] daughters).*

10 If he take him another, her food, her covering of clothing, and her onah (conjugal
rights) shall he not deprive.

11 And if he does not perform these three unto her, then shall she go out free without
kesef.

12He that strikes down an ish, so that the ish die, shall be surely put to death.
13And if he lie not in ambush, but HaElohim deliver him into his yad, then I will appoint

thee amakom†where he shall flee there.
14 But if an ish come premeditatedly upon his re'a, to murder him by guile; thou shalt

take him fromMineMizbe'ach for capital punishment.
15And he that striketh down his av, or his em, shall be surely put to death.
16 And he that kidnaps an ish, and selleth him, or if he be found in his power, the

kidnapper shall surely be put to death.
17And he that curseth his av, or his em, shall surely be put to death.
18And if anashim quarrel, and one strike another with an even (stone), or with his egrof

(fist), and he die not, but is bedfast;
19 If he rise again, andwalk around outside uponhis staff, then shall he that struck down

himbe absolved; only shivto yiten (he shall give for his lost time), and shall provide for him
to be thoroughly healed.

20And if an ish strikes his eved, or his amah, with a shevet (rod), and he die under his
yad; he shall be surely avenged.

21Notwithstanding, if he continue a yom or two, he shall not be avenged; for he is his
kesef.

22 If men fight, and hurt an isha harah (pregnant woman), so that she gives birth
prematurely but not with any injury; he shall be surely punished, according as the ba'al
haisha will assess a fine upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.

23And if any ason (harm, fatality) follow, then thou shalt take nefesh for nefesh,
24Ayin for ayin, shen for shen, yad for yad, regel for regel,
25Burn for burn, wound for wound, chaburah (stripe laceration) for chaburah.
26And if an ish strike the ayin of his eved, or the ayin of his amah, that it perish; he shall

let him go free for his ayinʼs sake.
27And if he strike his evedʼs shen (tooth), or his amahʼs shen; he shall let him go free for

his shenʼs sake.
28 If an ox gore an ish or an isha, that they die; then the ox shall be surely stoned, and

his basar shall not be eaten; but the ba'al hashor (owner of the ox) shall be exempt from
punishment.

29But if the shorhabitually frommitmol (yesterday)gored, and itsba'alhasbeenwarned,
and he hath not kept it in the bull pen, and it hath killed an ish or an isha; the shor shall be
stoned, and his ba'al also shall be put to death.

30 If there be laid on him a kofer (atonement payment, ransom), then he shall give for the
redemption of his nefesh whatsoever is assessed upon him.

31Whether he have gored a ben, or have gored a bat, according to this mishpat shall it
be done unto him.

32 If the ox shall gore an eved or an amah; he shall give unto their adon sheloshim
shekalim kesef, and the ox shall be stoned.

33And if an ish shall open a bor (pit), or if an ish shall dig a bor and not cover it, and an
ox or a donkey fall therein;

34 The ba'al habor shall make restitution, and give kesef unto their ba'alim; and the
carcass shall be his.

35And if the shor ish (ox of aman)hurt the ox of a neighbor, that it die; then they shall sell
the shor hachai (live ox), and divide the kesef of it; and the carcass also they shall divide.

36Or if it be known that the shor hath habitually frommitmol (yesterday) gored, and his
ba'al hath not kept it in the bull pen; he shall surely pay ox for ox; and the carcass shall
belong to him.

* 21:9 i.e., those rights of Ex 21:10 † 21:13 i.e., city of refuge
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37 If a ganav takes a shor, or a seh, and slaughter it, or sell it; he shall restore five cattle
for an ox, and the seh.

22
1 If a ganav be caught breaking in, and be struck down so that he die, there shall be no

guilt of bloodshed for him.
2 If the shemesh be risen upon him, there shall be guilt of bloodshed; the ganav should

make full restitution; if he have nothing, then the ganav shall be sold to make restitution
for his theft.

3 If the theft be certainly found in his yad chayyim, whether it be ox, or donkey, or seh;
he shall pay back double.

4 If a man shall allow livestock to graze over a sadeh or kerem (vineyard), or he lets it
loose and it graze over the sadeh of another, then from the best of his own sadeh, and of
the best of his own kerem (vineyard), shall he make restitution.

5 If eish break out, and spreads in kotzim (thorns), so that the stacks of grain, or the
standing grain, or the sadeh, be consumed therewith; he that kindled the eish shall surely
make restitution.

6 If an ish shall give unto his re'a kesef or vessels to be shomer over, and it be stolen out
of the bais haish; if the ganav be found, let him pay back double.

7 If the ganav be not found, then the ba'al habais shall be brought before HaElohim, to
see whether he has put his yad on the property of his neighbor.

8For allmanner of pesha (trespass, liability), whether it be for ox, for donkey, for seh, for
clothing, or for any manner of avedah (lost property, missing thing) which another says,
This is it, the case of both shall come before HaElohim; and whom Elohim shall condemn,
he shall pay back double unto his re'a.

9 If an ish deliver unto his re'a a donkey, or an ox, or a seh, or any behemah, to be shomer
over; and it die, or be injured, or carried away, with no eye witness;

10 Then shall a shevuat HASHEM be between them both, that he hath not laid his yad on
the property of his re'a; and the propertyʼs ba'al shall accept thereof, andhe shall notmake
restitution.

11And if it be certainly stolen from him, he shall make restitution unto the ba'al thereof.
12 If it be indeed tarof (torn by a wild animal, predator), then let him bring it for ed

(witness), and he shall not make restitution for the terefah (torn animal).
13And if an ish asks to borrow of his re'a, and the animal borrowed be injured, or die,

the ba'al thereof being not with it, he shall surely make restitution.
14But if the ba'al thereof be with it, he shall not make restitution; if it be sakhir (rented,

hired), it came for its hire.
15And if an ish entice a betulah that is not orasah (betrothed, pledged), and lie with her,

he shall surely endow her with amarriage contract as his isha.
16 If her av utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay kesef according to themohar

habetulot (marriage contract, dowry of the virgins).
17Thou shalt not allow amekhashefah (witch, sorceress) to live.
18Kol shochev (every one having sexual relations)with a behemah shall surely be put to

death.
19He that sacrificeth unto elohim (the g-ds), other than unto HASHEM only, he shall be

destroyed.
20 Thou shalt neither mistreat a ger, nor oppress him; for ye were gerim in Eretz

Mitzrayim.
21Ye shall not cause pain to any almanah, or yatom.
22 If thou cause thempain in anyway, and they cry at all untoMe, I will surely hear their

cry;
23And My wrath shall be kindled, and I will kill you with the cherev; and your nashim

shall be almanot, and your banim shall be yetomim.
24 If thou lend kesef to any ofMy people that is poor among thee, thou shalt not be to him

as a nosheh (a usurer), neither shalt thou lay upon him neshekh (usury, interest).
25 If thou at all take the cloak of thy re'a as security, thou shalt return it unto him by bo

hashemesh (sunset);
26 For that is his covering only, it is his cloak for his skin; wherein shall he sleep?

And it shall come to pass, when he crieth unto Me, that I will hear; for I am channun
(compassionate).

27Thou shalt not revile Elohim, nor curse the nasi of thy people.
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28Thou shalt not delay to offer thy fullness offering* or thy kohenʼs heave offering;† the
bechor of thy banim shalt thou present unto Me.

29 Likewise shalt thou do with thine oxen, and with thy tzon; shivat yamim it shall be
with its em; on the yom hashemi'ni thou shalt give it Me.

30And ye shall be anshei kodesh unto Me; neither shall ye eat any basar that is terefah
(torn of beasts) in the sadeh; ye shall cast it to the kelev (dog).

23
1 Thou shalt not spread a false report; put not thine hand with the rashah to be an ed

chamas (malicious witness).
2 Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a riv (cause,

lawsuit) to turn aside after many to pervert justice;
3Neither shalt thou favor a poorman in his riv (cause, lawsuit).
4 If thou meet thine enemyʼs shor (ox) or his chamor (donkey) going astray, thou shalt

surely bring it back to him again.
5 If thou see the chamor of him that hateth thee lying under his massa, and wouldest

refrain from helping him, thou shalt surely help with him.
6Thou shalt not pervert themishpat of thy poor in his riv (cause, lawsuit).
7Keep thee far from a devar sheker (false matter); and the naki (innocent) and tzaddik

slay thou not; for I will not acquit the rashah.
8 And thou shalt take no shochad (bribe, gift); for the shochad blindeth the seeing, and

perverteth the words of the tzaddikim.
9Also thou shalt not oppress a ger; for ye know the nefesh of a ger, seeing ye were gerim

in Eretz Mitzrayim.
10And shesh shanim thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the crops thereof;
11But the shevi'it thou shalt leave it shamat (unplowed)and let it lie fallow; that theevyon

(poor) of thy people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the sadeh shall eat. In like
manner thou shalt deal with thy kerem (vineyard), and with thy zayit (olive) grove.

12 Sheshet yamim thou shalt do thy work, and on the yom hashevi'i thou shalt rest; that
thine shor (ox) and thine chamor (donkey)may rest, and the ben of thy amah (handmaid),
and the ger, may be refreshed.

13And in all things that I have said unto yoube circumspect; andmakenomention of the
shem elohim acherim, neither let it be heard out of thymouth.

14Three times thou shalt keep a Chag untoMe in the shanah.
15Thou shalt be shomer to keep the ChagHaMatzot; thou shalt eatmatzot shivah yamim,

as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Aviv; for in it thou camest out
fromMitzrayim; and none shall appear before Me empty-handed;

16And the Chag HaKatzir, Bikkurim (Firstfruits) * of thy labors, which thou hast sown in
the sadeh; and the Chag HaAsif (Feast of Ingathering),† which is in the end of the shanah,
when thou hast gathered in thy labors out of the sadeh.

17 Shalosh pe'amim in the shanah all thy zachar shall appear before HaAdon HASHEM.
18Thou shalt not offer the dahm of My zevach with chametz; neither shall the chelev of

My sacrifice remain until the boker.
19Thereshit bikkurimof thy land thoushalt bring into theBaisHASHEMEloheicha.‡ Thou

shalt not cook a kid in his motherʼs cholov.
20Hinei, I send Malach before thee, to be shomer over thee in the derech, and to bring

thee into the place which I have prepared.
21 Pay heed to him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your

peysha'im; for My Shem is in him.
22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his [bat] kol, and do all that I speak; then I will be an

enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.
23 For My Malach shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Emori, and the Chitti,

and the Perizzi, and the Kena'ani, the Chivi, and the Yevusi; I will cut them off.
24 Thou shalt not bow down to their elohim, nor serve them, nor follow after their

works; but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and completely breakdown theirmatztzvot
(memorial columns dedicated to idols).

25Andye shall serveHASHEMEloheichem, andHe shall bless thy lechem, and thymayim;
and I will takemachalah (sickness) away from themidst of thee.

26 There shall nothing miscarry their young, nor be barren, in thy land; the mispar
(number) of thy yamim I will fulfill.

* 22:28 i.e., bikkurim † 22:28 i.e. terumah * 23:16 See Ac 2 † 23:16 See Yn 7 ‡ 23:19 See Ac 2
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27 I will send My ehmah (terror) ahead of thee, and will throw into confusion all the
people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto
thee.

28And I will send the tzirah (hornet) ahead of thee, which shall drive out the Chivi, the
Kena'ani, and the Chitti, from before thee.

29 I will not drive them out from before thee in shanah echat; lest ha'aretz become
desolate, and the beast of the sadehmultiply against thee.

30 Me'at me'at (little by little) I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be
increased, and inherit ha'aretz.

31And I will establish thy borders from the Yam Suf even unto the Yam Pelishtim, and
from the Midbar unto the [Euphrates] River: for I will deliver the inhabitants of ha'aretz
into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee.

32Thou shalt make no brit (covenant)with them, nor with their elohim.
33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against Me; for if thou serve

their elohim, it will surely be amokesh (snare) unto thee.

24
1And He said untoMoshe, Come up unto HASHEM, thou, and Aharon, Nadav, and Avihu,

and shive'im (seventy) of the Ziknei Yisroel; and worship ye afar off.
2AndMoshe alone shall come near HASHEM; but they shall not come near; neither shall

HaAm go upwith him.
3 And Moshe came and told HaAm kol divrei HASHEM, and all the mishpatim; and kol

HaAm answered with one voice, and said, All the words which HASHEM hath said will we
do.

4 And Moshe wrote kol divrei HASHEM, and rose up early in the boker, and built a
Mizbe'ach at the base of HaHar, and twelve matzevah (stone pillars), according to the
twelve Shivtei Yisroel.

5And he sent out na'arei Bnei Yisroel, which offered olot (burnt offerings), and sacrificed
shelamim (peace offerings) of bulls unto HASHEM.

6And Moshe took half of the dahm, and put it in bowls; and the other half of the dahm
he sprinkled upon theMizbe'ach.

7 Then he took the Sefer HaBrit, and read it aloud in the ears of HaAm, and they
responded, All that HASHEM hath said wewill do, and be obedient.

8AndMoshe took the remaining dahm, and sprinkled it onHaAm, and said, Hinei dahm
habrit, which HASHEM hath cut with you concerning all these words.

9Thenwent upMoshe, and Aharon, Nadav, and Avihu, and shive'im Ziknei Yisroel;
10And they saw the Elohei Yisroel; and therewas under His feet the likeness of sapphire

stone pavement, and like the very Shomayim in its clearness.
11Andagainst the leaders of theBneiYisroelHe laidnotHis yad; also they sawHaElohim,

and did eat and drink.
12AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Comeup toMe intoHaHar, and remain there; and Iwill

give thee the Luchot HaEven, and the torah, and themitzvot which I havewritten to teach
them.

13AndMoshe rose up, and Yehoshua meshareto (the one aiding him, the one ministering
to him); andMoshe went up into the Har HaElohim.

14 And he said unto the Zekenim, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you;
and, hinei, Aharon and Chur arewith you; if anyman have a grievance, let him come unto
them.

15AndMoshe went up into HaHar, and an anan concealed HaHar.
16 And the Kevod HASHEM abode upon Mt. Sinai, and the anan concealed it sheshet

yamim; and the yom hashevi'i He called untoMoshe out of themidst of the anan.
17And the sight of the Kevod HASHEM was like eish ochelet (devouring fire) on the top of

HaHar in the eyes of the Bnei Yisroel.
18And Moshe went into the midst of the anan, going up into HaHar; and Moshe was in

HaHar arba'im yom v'arba'im lailah.

25
[TERUMAH]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, that they bringMe a terumah (offering); of everyman that

giveth it willingly with his lev ye shall receive My terumah (offering).
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3And this is the terumah (offering)which ye shall receive of them; zahav, and kesef, and
nechoshet,

4And turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and linen, and goat hair,
5And ram skins dyed red, and tachash skins, and acacia wood,
6 Shemen for the light, spices for shemen hamishchah (anointing oil) and aromatic

ketoret (incense),
7 Shoham stone, and stones to be set in the Ephod, and in the Choshen (Breastplate).
8And let themmakeMe aMikdash; that I may dwell among them.
9According to all that I show thee, after the tavnitHaMishkan (patternof theTabernacle),

and the tavnit of all the vessels thereof, even so shall ye make it.
10And they shall make an Aron (Ark) of acacia wood; two cubits and a half shall be the

length thereof, and a cubit and a half the width thereof, and a cubit and a half the height
thereof.

11And thou shalt overlay it with zahav tahor, within and without shalt thou overlay it,
and shalt make upon it a gold crown all around.

12And thou shalt cast four rings of zahav for it, and put them in the four corners thereof;
and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it.

13And thou shalt make poles of acacia wood, and overlay themwith zahav.
14And thou shalt put the poles into the rings by the sides of the Aron, that the Aronmay

be carried with them.
15The poles shall be in the rings of the Aron; they shall not be removed from it.
16And thou shalt put into the Aron the Edut (Testimony) [of Tablets] which I shall give

thee.
17Andthoushaltmakeakapporetof zahav tahor; twocubitsandahalf shall be the length

thereof, and a cubit and a half the width thereof.
18And thou shalt make two keruvim of zahav, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in

the two ends of the kapporet.
19And make one keruv on the one end, and the other keruv on the other end, with the

kapporet (atonement cover) shall ye make the keruvim on the two ends thereof.
20And the keruvim shall stretch forth their wings upward, covering the kapporet with

their wings, and their faces shall look one to another; toward the kapporet shall the faces
of the keruvim be.

21 And thou shalt place the kapporet on the Aron from above; and into the Aron thou
shalt place the Edut that I shall give thee.

22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the
kapporet, from between the two keruvim which are upon the Aron HaEdut, of all things
which I will give thee in commandment unto the Bnei Yisroel.

23Thou shalt alsomakea Shulchanof acaciawood; two cubits shall be the length thereof,
and a cubit the width thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof.

24And thou shalt overlay itwith zahav tahor, andmake thereto a crownof zahavaround.
25And thou shalt make unto it a border of a handbreadth round about, and thou shalt

make a golden crown on the rim thereof round about.
26And thou shalt make for it four rings of zahav, and place the rings in the four corners

that are on the four legs thereof.
27Over against the rim shall the rings be for holders of the poles to carry the Shulchan.
28And thou shalt make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay themwith zahav, that the

Shulchanmay be carried with them.
29 And thou shalt make the dishes thereof, and spoons thereof, and shelving-tubes

thereof, and bowls thereof, with which it shall be used to pour libations; of zahav tahor
shalt thoumake them.

30And thou shalt set upon the Shulchan the Lechem Panim before Me always.
31And thou shalt make a Menorah of zahav tahor; hammered out shall the Menorah be

made; its base, its shaft, and its cups, its knobs, and its blossoms, shall be of the same.
32And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the menorah out

of the one side, and three branches of themenorah out of the other side;
33Three cups engravedwith almonds on the one branch, a knob and a flower; and three

cups made like almonds in the other branch, with a knob and a flower; so for the six
branches that come out of the Menorah.

34 And on the Menorah shall be four cups engraved like almonds, its knobs and its
flowers.
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35 And there shall be a knob under two branches of the same, and a knob under two
branches of the same, and a knob under two branches of the same, according to the six
branches that proceed out of the Menorah.

36 Their knobs and their branches shall be of the same; all of it shall be one hammered
out work of zahav tahor.

37And thou shalt make the nerot shivah thereof; and they shall kindle the nerot thereof,
that theymay give light toward its face.

38And the tongs thereof, and the spoons thereof, shall be of zahav tahor.
39Of a talent of zahav tahor shall he make it, with all these vessels.
40And see that thoumake them after their tavnit, which was shown thee in HaHar.

26
1Moreover thou shalt make theMishkan (Tabernacle)with ten curtains of twisted linen

with turquoise, purple, and scarlet wool; with keruvim of artistic needle work shalt thou
make them.

2The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, and thewidth of one curtain
four cubits; and every one of the curtains shall havemiddah achat (one size).

3The five curtains shall be choverot (joined together) one to another; and the other five
curtains shall be choverot one to another.

4And thou shaltmake loops of turquoisewool upon the edge of the outermost curtain of
the set; and likewise shalt thou make loops upon the edge of the outermost curtain, in the
second set.

5 Fifty loops shalt thou make in the first curtain, and fifty loops shalt thou make on the
edge of the outermost curtain that is in the second set; that the loops may be opposite one
another.

6And thou shaltmakefifty hooks of zahav, and join the curtains togetherwith the hooks:
so that the Mishkan shall become echad.

7 And thou shalt make curtains of goat hair to be an Ohel over the Mishkan: eleven
curtains shalt thoumake.

8 The length of one curtain shall be thirty cubits, the width of one curtain four cubits:
and the eleven curtains shall be all of the middah achat (same size).

9And thoushalt join intoonefivecurtainsby themselves, and six curtainsby themselves,
and shalt fold the sixth curtain over the front of the Ohel.

10 And thou shalt make fifty loops along the edge of the first curtain at the end of one
choveret (set), and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain of the second choveret (set).

11 And thou shalt make fifty hooks of nechoshet, and put the hooks into the loops, and
attach the Ohel, so that it may become echad (one).

12And the remnant of the overhang of the curtains of the Ohel, half of the curtain that
remaineth, shall hang over the back of the Mishkan.

13And a cubit on the one side, and a cubit on the other side of that which remaineth in
the length of the curtains of the Ohel, shall hang over the sides of theMishkan on this side
and the other, to cover it.

14And thou shalt make a Mikhseh for the Ohel of ram skins dyed red, and a Mikhseh of
tachash skins above.

15And thou shalt make the kerashim (planks) of the Mishkan of acacia wood, standing
erect.

16Ten cubits shall be the length of each keresh (plank), and a cubit and a half shall be the
width of each keresh (plank).

17Two yadot (tenons, projections) shall there be in each keresh (plank), set in order one
against another: thus shalt thoumake for all the kerashim (planks) of the Mishkan.

18And thou shaltmake the kerashim (planks) for theMishkan, twenty kerashim (planks)
on the south side southward.

19And thou shaltmake arba'im sockets of kesef under the twenty kerashim (planks); two
sockets under one keresh (plank) for its two yadot (tenons, projections), and two sockets
under the next keresh (plank) for its two yadot.

20And for the secondwall of theMishkan on the tzafon (north) side there shall be twenty
kerashim (planks):

21 And their arba'im sockets of kesef; two sockets under one keresh (plank), and two
sockets under the next keresh (plank).

22And for the back of the Mishkan on the west, thou shalt make six kerashim (planks).
23And two kerashim (planks) shalt thoumake for the corners of theMishkan in the rear.
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24 And they (the planks) shall be even at the bottom, and they shall be joined together
(even) at the top, for a single ring thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two
corners.

25And they shall be shemonehkerashim (eightplanks), and their sockets of kesef, sixteen
sockets; two sockets under one keresh, two sockets under the next keresh.

26 And thou shalt make crossbars of acacia wood; five for the kerashim (planks) of the
one side of the Mishkan,

27 And five crossbars for the kerashim (planks) of the second wall of the Mishkan, and
five crossbars for the kerashim (planks) of the wall of the Mishkan at the back, westward.

28And themiddle crossbar inside the kerashim (planks) shall extend from end to end.
29 And thou shalt overlay the kerashim (planks) with zahav, and make their rings of

zahav as housing for the crossbars: and thou shalt overlay the crossbars with zahav.
30 And thou shalt erect the Mishkan according to the mishpat (plan, specifications)

thereof which was showed thee in HaHar.
31 And thou shalt make a Parochet of turquoise, purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted

linen of ma'aseh choshev (artistic craftwork)with keruvim shall it be made:
32And thou shalt hang it upon four ammudim of acaciawood overlaidwith zahav: their

hooks shall be of zahav, upon the four sockets of kesef.
33And thou shalt hang up the Parochet under the hooks, that thoumayest bring in there

behind the Parochet, the Aron HaEdut: and the Parochet shall separate unto you between
HaKodesh and the Kodesh HaKodashim.

34And thou shalt put the Kapporet upon the Aron HaEdut in the Kodesh HaKodashim.
35And thou shalt place the Shulchan michutz (outside) the Parochet, and the Menorah

opposite the Shulchan on the south side of theMishkan: and thou shalt place the Shulchan
on the north side.

36And thou shalt make a Masach (Screen, Curtain) for the petach (entrance) of the Ohel,
of turquoise, purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted linen, wrought with ma'aseh rokem
(embroidering craft).

37And thou shalt make for theMasach five ammudim of acacia wood, and overlay them
with zahav, and their hooks shall be of zahav; and thou shalt cast five sockets of nechoshet
for them.

27
1And thoushaltbuild theMizbe'achofacaciawood, fivecubits long, andfivecubitswide;

the Mizbe'ach shall be foursquare; and the height thereof shall be shalosh cubits.
2And thou shalt make the karnot of it upon the four corners thereof; its karnot shall be

of one piece with it; and thou shalt overlay it with nechoshet.
3And thou shalt make its pots to receive its ashes, and its shovels, and its basins, and its

meat forks, and its firepans; all the vessels thereof thou shalt make of nechoshet.
4 And thou shalt build for it a mikhbar (grate), a strainer reshet (mesh, netting) of

nechoshet; and upon the meshwork shalt thou make four taba'ot (rings) of nechoshet in
the four corners thereof.

5 And thou shalt put it under the karkov ([surrounding] border, ledge) of the Mizbe'ach
from below, that themeshworkmay be half the height of the Mizbe'ach.

6And thou shaltmake badim (carrying poles) designed for theMizbe'ach, poles of acacia
wood, and overlay themwith nechoshet.

7And the badim shall be put into the taba'ot, and the badim shall be upon the two sides
of the Mizbe'ach, to carry it.

8Hollow, with luchot (planks, boards, panels), shalt thou make as it was showed thee on
HaHar, so shall theymake it.

9 And thou shalt make the Khatzer (Courtyard) of the Mishkan; for the south side
southward there shall bekela'im (curtains, hangings) for theKhatzer (Courtyard)of twisted
linen of a hundred cubits long for one side;

10And the twenty ammudim thereof and their twenty sockets shall be of nechoshet; the
hooks of the ammudim and their bands shall be of kesef.

11And likewise for the north side in length there shall be kela'im (curtains, hangings) of a
hundred cubits long, and its twenty ammudim and their twenty sockets of nechoshet; the
hooks of the ammudim and their bands of kesef.

12And for thewidthof theKhatzer (Courtyard)on thewest side shall be kela'im (curtains,
hangings) of fifty cubits; their ammudim ten, and their sockets ten.

13And thewidthof theKhatzer (Courtyard)on the east sidemizrachah (eastward, toward
sunrise) shall be fifty cubits.
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14 The kela'im (curtains, hangings) of one shoulder [of the entrance] shall be fifteen
cubits; their ammudim shloshah, and their sockets shloshah.

15 And on the other shoulder [of the entrance] shall be hangings fifteen cubits; their
ammudim shloshah, and their sockets shloshah.

16Andfor the sha'ar (gate)of theKhatzer (Courtyard) shall beaMasach (Screen)of twenty
cubits, of turquoise, and purple, and scarlet, and twisted linen, wrought with ma'aseh
rokem (craft orwork of embroidering); and their ammudim shall be four, and their sockets
four.

17 All the ammudim around the Khatzer (Courtyard) shall be banded with kesef; their
hooks shall be of kesef, and their sockets of nechoshet.

18The length of the Khatzer (Courtyard) shall be a hundred cubits, and thewidth fifty by
fifty, and the height five cubits of twisted linen, and their sockets of nechoshet.

19 All the vessels of the Mishkan in all the avodah (service) thereof, and all the pegs
thereof, and all the pegs of the Khatzer (Courtyard), shall be of nechoshet.

[TETZAVEH]
20And thou shalt command the Bnei Yisroel, that they bring thee pure pressed* shemen

zayit (olive oil) for the ohr, to kindle the Ner Tamid (Perpetual Lamp).
21 In theOhelMoedoutside theParochet,which is before theEdut, Aharonandhisbanim

shall arrange it from erev to boker before HASHEM; it shall be a chukkat olam unto their
dorot from the Bnei Yisroel.

28
1And bring thou near unto thee Aharon thy brother, and his banim with him, from the

midst of the Bnei Yisroel, that hemayminister untoMe in the kohenʼs office, even Aharon,
Nadav and Avihu, El'azar and Itamar, Bnei Aharon.

2And thou shalt make Bigdei Kodesh for Aharon thy brother for kavod and tiferet.
3 And thou shalt speak unto all that are of chochmei lev, whom I have filled with the

Ruach Chochmah, that they may make Bigdei Aharon to set him apart as kodesh, that he
mayminister unto Me in the kohenʼs office.

4And theseareHaBegadimwhich they shallmake: aChoshen, andanEphod, andaMe'il,
and a Kesones of a box-like knitting work, a Mitznefet, and an Avnet; and they shall make
Bigdei Kodesh for Aharon thy brother, and his Banim, that hemayminister untoMe in the
kohenʼs office.

5And they shall take zahav, and turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and linen.
6And they shall make the Ephod of zahav, of turquoise, and of purple, of scarlet wool,

and twisted linen, withma'aseh choshev (artistic embroidery).
7 It shall have the two ketefot (shoulder straps) thereof joined at the two sides thereof;

and so it shall be joined together.
8And the Cheishev of his Ephod, which is upon it, shall be of the same, according to the

work thereof; even of zahav, of turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted linen.
9And thou shalt take two avnei shoham (onyx stones), and engrave on them the Shemot

of the Bnei Yisroel:
10 Shisha of their Shemot on one even (stone), and the other Shemot of the shisha

remaining on the other even (stone), according to toledot (in the order in which they were
born).

11 With the work of a charash even (engraver in gemstones), like the engravings of a
chotam (signet ring), shalt thouengrave the twoavanimwith the ShemotBnei Yisroel; thou
shalt make them to be set in mishbetzot zahav (filigrees of gold).

12 And thou shalt fasten the two avanim upon the Kitfot HaEphod for avnei zikaron
(memorial stones) unto the Bnei Yisroel; and Aharon shall bear their Shemot before
HASHEM upon his two ketefayim for a zikaron.

13And thou shalt makemishbetzot zahav (filigrees of gold);
14And two sharsherot zahav tahor (chains of pure gold) at the edges; of braided artistic

work shalt thou make them, and fasten the braided sharsherot (chains) to the mishbetzot
(filigrees).

15 And thou shalt make the Choshen Mishpat with artistic work; like the work of the
Ephod thou shalt make it; of zahav, of turquoise, and of purple, and of scarlet wool, and
of twisted linen, shalt thoumake it.

16Ravu'a (foursquare, square) it shall be folded; a span shall be the length thereof, and a
span shall be the width thereof.

* 27:20 T.N. not pounded, that the oil would be pure
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17And thou shalt set in it settings of even (stone), four rows of gemstones: the first row
shall be an odem, a pitdah, and bareket: this shall be the first row.

18And the second row shall be nofech, sapphire, and yahalom.
19And the third row a leshem, shevo, and achlamah.
20And the fourth row tarshish, shoham, and yashfeh; they shall be set in zahav in their

settings.
21 And the avanim (gemstones) shall be for the Shemot Bnei Yisroel, Shteym Esreh

(Twelve), according to their Shemot, like the engravings of a chotam (signet ring); every
one with shmo shall they be according to the Shnei Asar Shevet (Twelve Tribes).

22 And thou shalt make for the Choshen at the edges of braided artistic work of zahav
tahor (pure gold).

23And thou shalt make upon the Choshen two rings of zahav, and shalt fasten the two
rings on the two ends of the Choshen.

24And thou shalt fasten the two ropes of zahav on the two rings which are on the ends
of the Choshen.

25 And the other two ends of the two ropes thou shalt fasten in the two mishbetzot
(filigrees), and attach them to the Ketefot HaEphod (Shoulder Straps of the Ephod) toward
its front.

26And thou shaltmake two rings of zahav, and thou shalt put themupon the two ends of
the Choshen on the lower border thereof, on the inside toward the Ephod.

27 And two other rings of zahav thou shalt make, and shalt put them on at the bottom
of the Kitfot HaEphod toward the front thereof, opposite the seam thereof, above the
Cheishev HaEphod (Belt of the Ephod).

28And they shall bind theChoshenby the rings thereof unto the rings of theEphodwith a
turquoise woolen cord, that it may be above the Cheishev HaEphod, and that the Choshen
be not loosed from the Ephod.

29 And Aharon shall bear the Shemot Bnei Yisroel in the Choshen HaMishpat upon his
lev, when he goeth in unto HaKodesh, for a zikaron (memorial) before HASHEM tamid.

30 And thou shalt put in the Choshen HaMishpat the Urim and the Tummim; and they
shall be upon the lev Aharon, when he goeth in before HASHEM; and Aharon shall nasa
(bear) * theMishpat Bnei Yisroel upon his lev before HASHEM tamid.

31And thou shalt make theMe'il HaEphod all of turquoise wool.
32And there shall be a head opening in the top of it, in the middle thereof; it shall have

a border of artistic embroidery around the head opening of it, like the head opening of a
coat of mail; that it be not torn.

33And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of turquoise, and of
purple, and of scarlet, around the hem thereof; and bells of zahav between them round
about:

34A bell of zahav and a pomegranate, a bell of zahav and a pomegranate, upon the hem
of theMe'il round about.

35And it shall be upon Aharon lesharet (tominister); and his sound shall be heardwhen
he goeth in unto HaKodesh before HASHEM, and when he cometh out, that he die not.

36And thou shaltmake a Tzitz zahav tahor (head plate of pure gold), and engrave upon it,
like the engravings of a chotam (signet ring), KODESH LAHASHEM.

37And thou shalt put it on a turquoise cord, that it may be upon the Mitznefet; upon the
forefront of the Mitznefet it shall be.

38 And it shall be upon metzach Aharon (forehead of Aharon), that Aharon may nasa
(bear) † the avon of the kodashim (holy things), which the Bnei Yisroel shall set apart as
kodesh in all their mattanot kadoshot (holy gifts); and it shall be always upon his metzach
(forehead), that theymay be leratzon (accepted, acceptable) before HASHEM.

39And thou shalt embroider theKesones of fine linen, and thou shaltmake theMitznefet
of fine linen, and thou shalt make the Avnet of artistic embroidery.

40And for Bnei Aharon thou shaltmake Kuttanot (Tunics), and thou shaltmake for them
Avnetim, andMigba'ot shalt thoumake for them, for kavod and for tiferet.

41And thou shalt put them upon Aharon thy brother, and his banimwith him; and shalt
anoint them, and ordain them, and set them apart as kodesh, that theymayminister unto
Me in the kohenʼs office.

42 And thou shalt make them mikhnesei bahd (linen undergarments) to cover their
nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach;

* 28:30 See this word Isa 53:12 † 28:38 See this word Isa 53:12
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43And they shall be uponAharon, and uponhis banim,when they come in unto theOhel
Mo'ed, orwhen they comenearunto theMizbe'ach lesharet (tominister) inHaKodesh; that
they incur not avon, and die; it shall be a chukkat olahm unto him and his zera after him.

29
1And this is the thing that thoushalt dounto themto set themapart askodesh, tominister

untoMe in the kohenʼs office: Take one bull calf, and two rams temimim (without blemish),
2 And lechem matzot, and challot matzot mixed with shemen, and wafers matzot

smeared with shemen; of fine wheat flour shalt thoumake them.
3Thou shalt put them into sal echad (onebasket); bring themnear in the sal, with the bull

and the two rams.
4AndAharonandhis banim thou shalt bringunto thepetachof theOhelMo'ed, and shalt

immerse themwithmayim.
5 And thou shalt take the begadim, and put upon Aharon the kesones,* and the Me'il

HaEphod, and the Ephod, and the Choshen, and gird himwith the Cheishev HaEphod;
6And thou shalt put theMitznefet upon his head, and put the Nezer HaKodesh upon the

Mitznefet.
7 Then shalt thou take the Shemen HaMishchah, and pour it upon his head, and anoint

him.
8And thou shalt bring near his banim, and put kuttanot upon them.
9And thou shalt gird them with Avnet, Aharon and his banim, and put the migba'ot on

them; and theKehunnah shall be theirs for a chukkat olam; and thou shalt ordain†Aharon
and his banim.

10And thou shalt cause abull to bebrought before theOhelMo'ed; Aharonandhis banim
shall put their hands upon the head of the bull.

11And thou shalt slaughter (shachat) the bull before HASHEM, by the petach of the Ohel
Mo'ed.

12And thou shalt take of the dahmof the bull, andput it upon the karnot of theMizbe'ach
with thy finger, and pour all the dahm on the yesod (base) of the Mizbe'ach.

13And thou shalt take all the chelev that covereth the innards, and the diaphragmwith
the liver, and the two kidneys, and the chelev that is upon them, and burn them upon the
Mizbe'ach.

14But the basar of the bull, and his hide, and his dung, shalt thou burnwith eish outside
themachaneh; it is a chattat.

15 Thou shalt also take one ram; and Aharon and his banim shall put their hands upon
the head of the ram.

16And thou shalt slaughter the ram, and thou shalt take his dahm, and sprinkle it around
upon theMizbe'ach.‡

17And thou shalt cut the ayil (ram) into pieces, andwash the innards of him, andhis legs,
and put themwith his pieces, and his head.

18And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the Mizbe'ach: it is an olah unto HASHEM: it
is a re'ach hannichoach,§ an offeringmade by eish unto HASHEM.

19 And thou shalt take the other ayil; and Aharon and his banim shall lay their hands
upon the head of the ayil.

20Then shalt thou slaughter (shachat) the ayil, and take of his dahm, and put it upon the
lobe of the right ear of Aharon, and upon the lobe of the right ear of his banim, and upon
the thumbof their right yad, and upon the bohen of their right foot, and sprinkle the dahm
upon theMizbe'ach, all around.

21 And thou shalt take of the dahm that is upon the Mizbe'ach, and of the shemen
hamishchah, and sprinkle it upon Aharon, upon his garments, upon his banim, upon the
garments of his banim with him; he shall be set apart as kodesh, and his garments, his
banim, his banimʼs garments with him.

22 Also thou shalt take of the ram the chelev and the tail, and the fat that covereth the
innards, and the diaphragm with the liver, and the two kidneys, and the chelev that is on
them, and the right thigh; for it is an ayil millu'im (ram of ordination);

23And one kekar lechem (loaf of bread), and one challah of lechem shemen (oily loaf of
bread), and one wafer out of the basket of thematzot that is before HASHEM;

24And thou shalt put all in the hands of Aharon, and in the hands of his banim; and shalt
wave them for a tenufah before HASHEM.
* 29:5 See Yn 19:23; Ps 110:4 † 29:9 i.e. fill their hands (invest themwith authority as ministers) ‡ 29:16 See Isa
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25 And thou shalt take them from their hands, and burn them upon the Mizbe'ach for
an olah, for a re'ach hannichoach* before HASHEM: it is an offering made by eish unto
HASHEM.

26And thou shalt take the breast of the ayil hamillu'im (ram of ordination) for Aharon,
and wave it for a tenufah before HASHEM; and it shall be thy portion.

27 And thou shalt set apart as kodesh the breast of the tenufah, and the thigh of the
terumah,which iswaved, andwhich is raisedup, of the ayil hamillu'im, evenof thatwhich
is for Aharon, and of that which is for his banim;

28And it shall be Aharonʼs and his banimʼs by a chok olam from the Bnei Yisroel; for it
is a terumah; and it shall be a terumah from the Bnei Yisroel of the zivkhei shelemim of
them, even their terumah unto HASHEM.

29 And the Bigdei Hakodesh of Aharon shall be his banimʼs after him, to be anointed
therein, and to be ordained in them.

30And that ben that is kohen in his succession shall put them on shivat yamim, when he
cometh into the Ohel Mo'ed to minister in HaKodesh.

31And thou shalt take the ayil hamillu'im, and cook his basar in theMakomKodesh.
32And Aharon and his banim shall eat the basar of the ayil, and the lechem that is in the

sal petach Ohel Mo'ed.
33And they shall eat those things wherewith the kapporah was made, to ordain and to

set them apart as kodesh; but a zar shall not eat thereof, because they are kodesh.
34And if anything remains of the basar of themillu'im, or of the lechem, unto the boker,

then thou shalt burn the remainder with eish; it shall not be eaten, because it is kodesh.
35And thus shalt thou do unto Aharon, and to his banim, according to all things which I

have commanded thee; shivat yamim shalt thou ordain them.
36And thou shalt offer every day the bull of the chattat for kippurim (blood atonements);

and thou shalt purify theMizbe'ach,when thouhastmadeakapporah for it, and thou shalt
anoint it, to set it apart as kodesh.

37Shivat yamimthoushaltmakeakapporah for theMizbe'ach, andset it apart askodesh;
and it shall be aMizbe'ach kodesh kodashim; whatsoever toucheth theMizbe'ach shall be
kodesh.

38Now this is thatwhich thou shalt offer upon theMizbe'ach: two kevasim (lambs) of the
first year each day tamid (continually).

39The one lamb thou shalt offer in the boker; and the other lamb thou shalt offer in the
afternoon;

40And with the one lamb a tenth ephah of fine flour mixed with the fourth part of a hin
of pressed shemen; and the fourth part of a hin of yayin for a nesekh (drink offering).†

41And the other lamb thou shalt offer in the afternoon, and shalt do thereto according to
theminchah of the boker, and according to the nesekh thereof, for a re'ach hannichoach,‡
an offeringmade by eish unto HASHEM.

42 This shall be an olat tamid throughout your dorot at the petach of the Ohel Mo'ed
before HASHEM; where I will meet you, to speak there unto thee.

43And there I will meet by appointment with the Bnei Yisroel, and it shall be set apart as
kodesh byMy Kavod.

44And I will set apart as kodesh the Ohel Mo'ed, and the Mizbe'ach; and I will set apart
as kodesh also both Aharon and his banim, to minister to Me in the kohenʼs office.

45And I will dwell among the Bnei Yisroel, and will be their Elohim.
46And they shall have da'as that I am HASHEM Eloheihem, Who brought them forth out

of Eretz Mitzrayim, to rest My§ dwelling among them; I amHASHEM Eloheihem.

30
1And thou shalt make a Mizbe'ach to burn ketonet (incense) upon; of acacia wood shalt

thoumake it.
2 A cubit shall be the length thereof, and a cubit the width thereof; ravu'a (foursquare,

square) shall it be; and two cubits shall be the height thereof; the karnenot thereof shall be
of the same.

3 And thou shalt overlay it with zahav tahor, the top thereof, and the sides thereof all
around, and thekarnenot thereof; and thou shaltmakeunto it a crownof zahavall around.

4And two tabe'ot zahav (golden rings) shalt thoumake to it under the crown of it, by the
two corners thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thoumake it; and they shall be for places
for the carrying poles to bear it withal.

* 29:25 See Pp 4:18 † 29:40 See Pp 2:17 ‡ 29:41 See Pp 4:18 § 29:46 Shekhinah
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5And thou shalt make the carrying poles of acacia wood, and overlay themwith zahav.
6And thou shalt put it in front of the Parochet that is before the AronHaEdut, before the

Kapporet that is over HaEdut, where I will set Mymeetings with thee.
7And Aharon shall burn thereon spice ketoret every boker; when he cleaneth the nerot

(lamps), he shall burn it.
8 And when Aharon lighteth the nerot (lamps) in the afternoon, he shall burn ketoret

upon it, ketoret tamid before HASHEM throughout your dorot.
9 Ye shall offer no ketoret zarah thereon, nor olah, nor minchah; neither shall ye pour

nesekh thereon.
10And Aharon shall make kapporah upon the karenot of it once in a yearwith the dahm

of the chattat hakippurim; once in the year shall he make kapporah upon it throughout
your dorot; it is kodesh kodashim unto HASHEM.*

[KI TISA]
11And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
12When thou takest the censusof theBnei Yisroel after theirnumber, then shall they give

every man a kofer nafsho (life price, atoning payment for his nefesh or soul) unto HASHEM,
when thou numberest them; that there be no negef (plague) among them, when thou
numberest them.

13This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are pekudim (numbered,
counted), half a shekel after the shekel of HaKodesh. (A shekel is twenty gerahs.) A half
shekel shall be the terumah (offering) unto HASHEM.

14 Every one that passeth among them that are numbered, from twenty years old and
above, shall give a terumah (offering) unto HASHEM.

15 The oisher (rich man) shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half
a shekel, when they give a terumah (offering) unto HASHEM, to make kapporah for your
nefashot.

16And thou shalt take the kesef hakippurim of the Bnei Yisroel, and shalt appoint it for
the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed (Work, Service of the Tent of Appointed Meeting); that it may be a
zikaron unto the Bnei Yisroel before HASHEM, to make kapporah for your nefashot.†

17And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
18 Thou shalt also make a Kiyor of nechoshet, and its Stand also of nechoshet, to wash

withal; and thou shalt place it between the Ohel Mo'ed and the Mizbe'ach, and thou shalt
put mayim therein.

19For Aharon and his banim shall wash their hands and their feet thereat;
20When they go into the Ohel Mo'ed, they shall wash with mayim, that they die not; or

when they come near to the Mizbe'ach to minister, to present offering made by eish unto
HASHEM;

21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not; and it shall be a chok
olam to them, even to him and to his zera throughout their dorot.

22Moreover HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
23 Take thou also unto thee choice spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekel-weights,

and of fragrant cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty, and of fragrant cane
spice two hundred and fifty,

24 And of cassia five hundred shekel-weights, after the shekel of HaKodesh, and of
shemen zayit (oil olive) a hin:

25And thou shaltmake it a shemenmishchat kodesh, anointment of blended compound,
the art of the perfumer; it shall be a shemenmishchat kodesh.

26And thou shalt anoint the Ohel Mo'ed therewith, and the Aron HaEdut,
27And the Shulchan and all its utensils, the Menorah and its utensils, and theMizbe'ach

HaKetoret,
28And theMizbe'ach HaOlah with all its utensils, and the Kiyor and its Stand.
29 And thou shalt set them apart as kodesh, that they may be kodesh kodashim;

whatsoever toucheth them shall be kodesh.
30And thou shalt anoint Aharon and his banim, and set them apart as kodesh, that they

mayminister unto Me in the kohenʼs office.
31And thou shalt speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, This shall be a shemen mishchat

kodesh untoMe throughout your dorot.
32 Upon the basar adam shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it,

after the formulation of it; it is kodesh, and it shall be kodesh unto you.

* 30:10 See Lv 16 on this † 30:16 See Ps 49; 1K 1:18-19
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33Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a zar, shall
even be cut off from his people.

34 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Take unto thee spices, stacte, and onycha, and
galbanum; these spices with pure frankincense; of each shall there be an equal weight;

35And thou shalt make it a compound of spice, the art of a perfumer, mixed thoroughly
together, tahor and kodesh;

36And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and place it in front of HaEdut in the Ohel
Mo'ed, where I will set a meeting with thee; it shall be unto you kodesh kodashim.

37 And as for the ketoret which thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves
according to the formulation thereof; it shall be unto thee kodesh for HASHEM.

38Whosoever shall make its like, to smell it, shall even be cut off from his people.

31
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 See, I have called by shem Betzalel ben Uri, ben Chur, of the tribe of Yehudah;
3 And I have filled him with the Ruach Elohim,* in chochmah, and in tevunah, and in

da'as, and in kol melachah (all workmanship),
4 To devise machashavot (artistic designs), to work in zahav, and in kesef, and in

nechoshet,
5And in engraving gemstones, to set them, and inwood-carving, towork inkolmelachah

(all manner of workmanship).
6And I, hinei, I have given with him Oholiav ben Achisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and

in the hearts of all chacham lev I have put chochmah, that they may make all that I have
commanded thee:

7The Ohel Mo'ed, and the Aron HaEdut, and the Kapporet that is thereupon, and all the
utensils of the Ohel,

8And the Shulchan and its utensils, and theMenorahHatehorahwith all its utensils, and
theMizbe'ach HaKetoret,

9And theMizbe'ach HaOlah with all its utensils, and the Kiyor and its Stand,
10 And the Bigdei Haserad (Knit Garments), and the Bigdei HaKodesh for Aharon the

kohen, and the garments of his banim, to minister in the kohenʼs office,
11And the Shemen Hamishchah, and Ketoret spices for HaKodesh; according to all that

I have commanded thee shall they do.
12And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
13 Speak thou also unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, Verily My Shabbatot ye shall be shomer

over; for it is an ot (sign) between Me and you throughout your dorot; that ye may have
da'as that I amHASHEMWho doth set thee apart as kodesh.

14Yeshall be shomerShabbos therefore; for it is kodeshuntoyou; everyone that is chillul
Shabbos (desecrates Shabbos) shall surely be put to death; for whosoever doeth any work
therein, that nefesh shall be cut off from among his people.

15Sheshet yamimmaywork be done; but in the YomHaShevi'i is ShabbosHaShabbaton,
kodesh to HASHEM; whosoever doeth any work in the Yom HaShabbos, he shall surely be
put to death.

16Wherefore the Bnei Yisroel shall be shomer Shabbos, to observe Shabbos throughout
their dorot, for a brit olam.

17 It is an ot betweenMe and the Bnei Yisroel l'olam; for in sheshet yamimHASHEMmade
ShomayimandHaAretz, andonYomHaShevi'iHe rested (shavat, ceasedworking), andwas
refreshed.

18And He gave unto Moshe, when He had made an end of speaking with him upon Mt.
Sinai, twoLuchotHaEdut (Tablets of theTestimony), Luchot Even (Tablets of Stone), written
with the Etzba Elohim (Finger of G-d).

32
1And when HaAm saw that Moshe delayed to come down from HaHar, HaAm gathered

themselves together unto Aharon, and said unto him, Up, make us elohim (g-ds), which
shall go before us; for as for this Moshe, the ish that brought us up out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
we know not what is become of him.

2And Aharon said unto them, Take off the rings of zahav in the ears of your nashim, of
your banim, and of your banot, and bring them untome.

* 31:3 See Ac 2:4
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3And kol HaAm removed the rings of zahavwhichwere in their ears, and brought them
unto Aharon.

4And he received them at their yad, and fashioned it with a cheret, after he had made
it an Egel Masekhah (Molten Calf); and they said, These be thy elohim, O Yisroel, which
brought thee up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

5And when Aharon saw it, he built a Mizbe'ach before it; and Aharon made proclama-
tion, and said, Tomorrow is a chag (feast) to HASHEM.

6And they roseupearly thenextday, andofferedolot, andbrought shelamim; andHaAm
sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up letzachek (to revel).

7AndHASHEMsaiduntoMoshe, Go, get theedown; for thypeople,which thoubroughtest
out of Eretz Mitzrayim, have corrupted themselves;

8 They have turned aside quickly from HaDerech which I commanded them; they have
made them an Egel Masekhah, and have bowed down to it, and have sacrificed thereunto,
and said, These be thy elohim, O Yisroel, which have brought thee up out of the Eretz
Mitzrayim.

9And HASHEM said unto Moshe, I have seen this people, and, hinei, it is an Am Kesheh
Oref (stiffnecked, obstinate people);

10Now therefore letMe alone, thatMywrathmay burn hot against them, and that Imay
consume them; I will make of thee a Goy Gadol.

11 And Moshe besought HASHEM Elohav, and said, HASHEM, why doth Thy wrath burn
hot against Thy people, which Thou hast brought forth out of Eretz Mitzrayimwith ko'ach
gadol, and with a yad chazakah?

12Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, For ra'ah (evil intent) did He bring them out,
to slay them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of ha'adamah? Turn
from Thy fierce wrath, and relent of the ra'ah against Thy people.

13 Remember Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yisroel, Thy avadim, to whom Thou swore by
Thine own Self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your zera as the kokhavim of
Shomayim, and kol haaretz hazot that I have spoken ofwill I give unto your zera, and they
shall inherit it l'olam.

14And HASHEM relented of the ra'ah which He thought to do unto His people.
15And Moshe turned, and went down from HaHar, and the two Luchot HaEdut were in

his yad; the Luchotwerewritten on both their sides; on the one side and on the otherwere
they written.

16 And the Luchot were the ma'aseh Elohim, the writing was the Mikhtav Elohim,
engraved upon the Luchot.

17And when Yehoshua heard the kol HaAm as they shouted, he said unto Moshe, There
is a noise of milchamah in themachaneh.

18AndMoses said, It is not the voice of them that shout for gevurah, neither is it the voice
of them that cry of chalushah; but the noise of them that sing that I hear.

19And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto themachaneh, that he saw the Egel,
and the mecholot (dancing); and the anger of Moshe burned hot, and he threw the Luchot
out of his hands, and broke them at the foot of HaHar.

20And he took the Egel which they hadmade, and burned it in the eish, and ground it to
powder, and scattered it upon themayim, andmade the Bnei Yisroel drink of it.

21And Moshe said unto Aharon, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought
so chata'ah gedolah upon them?

22And Aharon said, Let not the anger of adoni burn hot; thou knowest HaAm, that they
are prone to rah (evil).

23 For they said unto me, Make for us elohim, which shall go before us; for as for this
Moshe, the ish that brought us up out of Eretz Mitzrayim, we know not what is become of
him.

24And I said unto them, Whosoever hath any zahav, let them remove it. So they gave it
me; then I cast it into the eish, and there came out this Egel.

25 And when Moshe saw that HaAm were exposed; (for Aharon had exposed them to
derision among their enemies;)

26Then Moshe stood in the sha'ar of the machaneh, and said, Who is on HASHEMʼs side?
Let him rally untome. And all the Bnei Levi gathered themselves together unto him.

27Andhe said unto them, Thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel, Put everymanhis cherev by
his side, and go in and out from sha'ar to sha'ar throughout the machaneh, and slay every
man his brother, and everyman his companion, and everyman his neighbor.

28And the Bnei Levi did according to theword ofMoshe; and there fell of HaAm that day
about three thousandmen.
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29For Moshe had said, Consecrate yourselves today to HASHEM, even every man against
his ben, and against his brother; that Hemay bestow upon you a brocha this day.

30 And it came to pass on the next day, that Moshe said unto HaAm, Ye have sinned a
chata'ah gedolah; and now I will go up unto HASHEM; perhaps I can make kapporah for
your chattat.

31And Moshe returned unto HASHEM, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a chata'ah
gedolah, and havemade for themselves elohei zahav.

32 Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their chattat but if not, blot me, now, out of Thy Sefer
which Thou hast written.

33And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Whosoever hath sinned against Me, himwill I blot out
of My Sefer.

34Therefore now go, lead HaAm unto the place of which I have spoken unto thee; hinei,
Malachi shall go before thee; nevertheless in the yomwhen I visit I will visit their sin upon
them.

35And HASHEM plagued HaAm, because theymade the Egel, which Aharonmade.

33
1And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Depart, and go from here, thou and HaAm which thou

hast brought up out of Eretz Mitzrayim, unto HaAretz which I swore unto Avraham, to
Yitzchak, and to Ya'akov, saying, Unto thy zera will I give it;

2And I will send a Malach before thee; and I will drive out the Kena'ani, the Emori, the
Chitti, the Perizzi, the Chivi, and the Yevusi;

3Unto an Eretz zavat cholov and devash; for Iwill not go up in themidst of thee; for thou
art an AmKesheh Oref (stiffnecked, obstinate people); lest I consume thee in HaDerech.

4AndwhenHaAmheard these evil tidings, theymourned; and no ish did put on him his
ornamental attire.

5ForHASHEMhad said untoMoshe, Say unto the Bnei Yisroel, Ye are an AmKeshehOref;
I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee; therefore now put
off thy ornamental attire from thee, that I may decide what to do unto thee.

6And the Bnei Yisroel stripped themselves of their ornamental attire byMt. Chorev.
7And Moshe would take the Ohel, and pitch it outside the machaneh, afar off from the

machaneh, and called it the Ohel Mo'ed. And it came to pass, that every one which sought
HASHEMwent out unto the Ohel Mo'ed, which was outside themachaneh.

8And it came to pass, when Moshe went out unto the Ohel, that kol HaAm rose up, and
stood every man at his petach ohel, and watched after Moshe, until he was gone into the
Ohel.

9And it came topass, asMosheentered into theOhel, theAmmudof theAnandescended,
and stood at the petach Ohel, and HASHEMwould speak withMoshe.

10And kol HaAm saw the Ammud of the Anan stand at the petach Ohel; and kol HaAm
rose up andworshiped, everyman in his petach ohel.

11And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe face to face, as an ish speaketh unto his re'a. And he
returned into the machaneh; but his mesharet Yehoshua ben Nun, a na'ar, departed not
out of the Ohel.

12 And Moshe said unto HASHEM, See, Thou sayest unto me, Bring this people onward;
and Thou hast not let me knowwhom Thou wilt send with me. Yet Thou hast said, I know
thee by shem, and thou hast also found chen (grace, unmerited favor) in My sight.

13Therefore, now, if I have found chen in Thy sight, showmenowThyDerech, that Imay
have da'as of Thee, that I may find chen in Thy sight; and consider that this nation is Thy
people.

14And He said, My Presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.
15And he said unto Him, If Thy Presence go not withme, bring us not up from here.*
16For how then shall it be known that I and Thy people have found chen in Thy sight? Is

it not in that Thougoestwithus? So shallwebemadedistinct as separate, I andThypeople,
from all the people that are upon the face of ha'adamah.

17And HASHEM said unto Moshe, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken; for thou
hast found chen inMy sight, and I know thee by shem.

18And he said, showme now Thy kavod.
19And He said, I will make kol tuvi (all My goodness) pass in front of thee, and I will call

out with the Shem of HASHEM before thee; andwill be gracious to whom Iwill be gracious,
and will show rachamim onwhom I will show rachamim.

* 33:15 Sinai
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20And He said, Thou canst not see My face; for there shall no adam seeMe, and live.
21And HASHEM said, Hinei, there is a place near Me, and thou shalt stand upon the tzur;
22And it shall come to pass, while My kavod passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of

the tzur, and will cover thee withMy yad until I pass by;
23And I will take away Mine yad, and thou shalt see My back; but My face shall not be

seen.

34
1And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Chisel thee two Luchot Avanim like the first ones; and

I will write upon these Luchot the devarim that were on the Luchot HaRishonim, which
thou broke.

2And be ready in the boker, and come up in the boker untoMt.Sinai, and present thyself
there to Me on the rosh HaHar.

3And no ish shall come up with thee, neither let any ish be seen throughout kol HaHar;
neither let the tzon nor herd graze in front of that Har.

4And he chiseled two Luchot Avanim like the first ones; and Moshe rose up early in the
boker, andwent upuntoMt.Sinai, asHASHEMhad commandedhim, and took in his yad the
two Luchot Avanim.

5AndHASHEMdescended in the anan, and stoodwith him there, and called out the Shem
of HASHEM.

6 And HASHEM passed by before him, and proclaimed, HASHEM, HASHEM El Rachum
v'Channun, slow to anger, and abundant in chesed and emes,

7 Preserving chesed for thousands, forgiving avon and pesha and chatta'ah, and by no
means leaving the guilty unpunished; visiting the avon of the avot upon the banim, and
upon the bnei banim, unto the third and to the fourth generation.

8AndMoshemade haste, and bowed his head toward the ground, and worshiped.
9And he said, If now I have found chen in Thy sight, Adonoi, let Adonoi, now, go among

us; although it is an Am Kesheh Oref; and forgive avoneinu and chattateinu, and take us
for Thine nachalah.

10And He said, Hinei, I cut a brit; before all thy people I will do nifla'ot, such as have not
been done in kol ha'aretz, nor in kol HaGoyim; and kol HaAm among which thou art shall
see thema'aseh HASHEM; for it is a norah that I will do with thee.

11Be thou shomerover thatwhich I command thee this day; hinei, I drive out before thee
the Emori, and the Kena'ani, and the Chitti, and the Perizzi, and the Chivi, and the Yevusi.

12Be shomer over thyself, lest thoumake a brit with the inhabitants of HaAretz whither
thou goest, lest it be for amokesh (snare) in themidst of thee;

13Butye shall destroy theirmizbechot, break theirmatzebot, andcutdowntheir asherah
(sacred trees, poles);

14For thou shalt worship no el acher; for HASHEM,Whose Shem is Jealous, is El Kanah;
15 Lest thou make a brit with the inhabitants of HaAretz, and they go a-whoring after

eloheihem, anddo sacrificeunto eloheihem, andone invite thee, and thoueat of his zevach
(sacrifice, i.e., participate in his paganworship);

16And thou take of their banot unto thy banim, and their banot go a-whoring after their
elohim, andmake thy banim go a-whoring after their elohim.

17Thou shalt make thee no elohei massekhah.
18The ChagHamatzot shalt thou be shomer over. Shivat yamim thou shalt eatmatzot, as

I commanded thee, in themo'ed of themonth Aviv; for in themonth Aviv thou camest out
fromMitzrayim.

19 All that openeth the rechem (womb) is Mine; and every firstling among thy cattle,
whether ox or seh, that is zachar.

20But the firstling of a donkey thou shalt redeemwith a seh; and if thou redeemhimnot,
then shalt thou break his neck. Kol bechor of thy banim thou shalt redeem. Andnone shall
appear before Me empty.

21 Sheshet yamim thou shalt work, but on the yom hashevi'i thou shalt rest; in plowing
and in harvest thou shalt rest.

22And thou shalt observe Chag Shavu'os,* with the firstfruits the ketzir chittim (wheat
harvest), and the Chag HaAsif (Festival of Ingathering, Harvesttime)† shall be at the tekufat
hashanah (changing, turning of the year).

23Shalosh in the year shall all yourmen children appear before HaAdonHASHEM Elohei
Yisroel.

* 34:22 Ac 2 † 34:22 Yn 7
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24 For I will drive out the Goyim before thee, and enlarge thy borders; neither shall any
man covet thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear before HASHEM Eloheicha shalosh in
the shanah.

25Thou shalt not offer the dahm of My zevach with chametz; neither shall the zevach of
the Chag HaPesach be left overnight unto the boker.

26The reshit bikkurimof thy land thou shalt bringunto theBeisHASHEMEloheicha. Thou
shalt not cook a kid in cholov immo.

27 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Write thou these devarim; for according to these
devarim I have cut a brit with thee and with Yisroel.

28 And he was there with HASHEM arba'im yom and arba'im lailah; he did neither eat
lechem, nor drink mayim. And he wrote upon the Luchot the Divrei HaBrit (Words of the
Covenant), the Aseres Hadevarim (Ten Commandments).

29 And it came to pass, when Moshe came down from Mt. Sinai with the two Luchot
HaEdut in the yad Moshe, when he came down from HaHar, that Moshe had no da'as that
the ohr (skin) of his face had become radiant when he had spokenwith Him.

30AndwhenAharon and kol Bnei Yisroel sawMoshe, hinei, the ohr (skin) of his facewas
radiant; and they were afraid to come near him.

31AndMoshecalledunto them; andAharonandkolHaNesi'imof theEdahreturnedunto
him; andMoshe spoke with them.

32Andafterwardkol Bnei Yisroel camenear; andhe gave them in commandment all that
HASHEM had spokenwith him inMt Sinai.

33When Moshe had finished speaking with them, he put a masveh (veil, mask) on his
face.

34 But when Moshe went in before HASHEM to speak with Him, he took the masveh off,
until he came out. And he came out, and spoke unto the Bnei Yisroel that which he was
commanded.

35 And the Bnei Yisroel saw the face of Moshe, that the ohr of the face of Moshe was
radiant; and Moshe put the masveh upon his face again, until he went in to speak with
Him.

35
[VAYAKHEL]

1AndMosheassembledkolAdatBnei Yisroel, and saidunto them, Theseare theDevarim
which HASHEM hath commanded, that ye should do them.

2 Sheshet yamim shall work be done, but on the Yom HaShevi'i shall be to you [plural]
Kodesh Shabbos Shabbaton to HASHEM; whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to
death.

3Ye shall kindle no eish throughout your habitations upon YomHaShabbos.
4 And Moshe spoke unto kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, saying, This is the thing which HASHEM

commanded, saying,
5Take ye from among you a terumah (offering) unto HASHEM; all of nediv lev of him,* let

him bring it, a terumat HASHEM, zahav, and kesef, and nechoshet,
6And turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and fine linen, and goat hair,
7And red-dyed ram skins, and tachash skins, and acacia wood,
8 And shemen for the light, and spices for shemen hamishchah, and for the aromatic

ketoret,
9And shoham stones, and gemstones to be set for the Ephod, and for the Choshen.
10 And kol chacham lev among you shall come, and make all that HASHEM hath com-

manded:
11 The Mishkan, its Ohel, and its Mikhseh, its hooks, and its kerashim (planks), its

crossbars, its ammudim, and its sockets,
12 The Aron, and the carrying poles thereof, with the Kapporet, and the Parochet

HaMasach,
13The Shulchan, and its carrying poles, and all its utensils, and the LechemHaPanim,
14 The Menorat HaMaohr, and its utensils, and its nerot (lamps), with the Shemen

HaMaohr,
15 And the Mizbe'ach HaKetoret, and its carrying poles, and the Shemen HaMishchah,

and the ketoret spices, and themasach hapetach at the petach of the Mishkan,
16 The Mizbe'ach HaOlah, with its mikhbar hanechoshet, its carrying poles, and all its

utensils, the Kiyor, and its Stand,

* 35:5 i.e., urged by his heart
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17 The curtains of the khatzer, its ammudim, and its sockets, and the masach Sha'ar
HaKhatzer,

18The tent pegs of the Mishkan, and the tent pegs of the khatzer, and their cords,
19 The Bigdei HaSerad leSharet baKodesh (to do service in HaKodesh), the Bigdei

HaKodesh for Aharon the kohen, and the garments of his banim, tominister in the kohenʼs
office.

20And all the Adat Bnei Yisroel departed from the presence of Moshe.
21And they came, every one whose lev moved him, and every one of nedevah ruach of

him, and they brought terumat HASHEM to the work of the Ohel Mo'ed, and for kol avodat
of it, and for the Bigdei HaKodesh.

22 And they came, both anashim and nashim, as many as were nediv lev, and brought
bracelets, and face-adornment rings, and rings, and body ornaments, all jewelry of zahav;
and every ish that offered offered a tenufat zahav unto HASHEM.

23And kol ish, with whom was found turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and fine
linen, and goat hair, and dyed red rams skin, and tachash skins, brought them.

24Every one that did offer a terumat kesef and nechoshet brought the terumat HASHEM;
and found acacia wood for anymelachet haAvodah, brought it.

25 And every isha that was chachmat lev spun with her hands, and brought the spun
yarn, both of turquoise, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.

26And all the nashimwhose lev stirred them up in chochmah spun goat hair.
27And the nesi'im brought shoham stones, and gemstones to be set, for the Ephod, and

for the Choshen;
28 And spice, and shemen for the light, and for the shemen hamishchah, and for the

ketoret spices.
29 The Bnei Yisroel brought a nedavah unto HASHEM, kol ish and isha, with nadav lev

of them brought for kol hamelachah, which HASHEM had commanded to be done through
Moshe.

30And Moshe said unto the Bnei Yisroel, See, HASHEM hath called by shem Betzalel ben
Uri, ben Chur, of the tribe of Yehudah;

31And He hath filled him with the Ruach Elohim,† in chochmah, in understanding, and
in da'as, and in all manner of workmanship;

32 And to make machashavot (artistic works), to work in zahav, and in kesef, and in
nechoshet,

33And in the cutting of gems, to set them, and in wood carving, to make every melechet
machshevet (work of art).

34And He hath given him the ability to teach, both he, and Oholiav ben Achisamach, of
the tribe of Dan.

35ThemhathHefilledwith chochmat lev, to do allmanner of artisticwork, of the carver,
and of the weaver of artistic design work, and of the embroiderer, in turquoise, and in
purple, in scarlet wool, and in fine linen, and of the weaver, even of them that do artistic
work, and of those that make artistic designs.

36
1Then Betzalel and Oholiav, and kol ish chacham lev, in whomHASHEM gave chochmah

and tevunah to have da'as to do allmanner ofwork for the AvodasHaKodesh, are to do the
work according to all that HASHEM had commanded.

2AndMoshe called Betzalel and Oholiav, and kol ish chacham lev, in whose lev HASHEM
had given chochmah, even every one whose lev stirred him up to come unto the work to
do it;

3And they received ofMoshe kol haterumah, which the Bnei Yisroel had brought for the
work of the Avodas HaKodesh, to make it withal. And they brought yet unto him nedavah
every boker.

4And all the chachamim, that wrought all the work of HaKodesh, came everyman from
his work which they were doing;

5 And they spoke unto Moshe, saying, HaAm bring much more than enough for the
Avodah of the work, which HASHEM commanded to do.

6And Moshe gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the
machaneh, saying, Letneither ishnor ishamakeanymorework for the terumatHaKodesh.
So HaAmwere restrained from bringing.

7For the work had been sufficient for all the work to do it v'hoter.
† 35:31 Ac 2:4
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8 And kol chacham lev among them that wrought the work of the Mishkan made ten
curtains of fine linen, twisted with turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool; with keruvim
in a woven artistic designmade he* them.

9The length of each curtain was twenty and eight cubits, and the width of each curtain
four cubits; the curtains were all of the one size.

10Andhe joinedfive curtains oneunto another; and the otherfive curtains he joined one
unto another.

11And hemade loops of turquoise wool on the edge of one curtain at the end of the first
set; likewise hemade them along the edge of the end curtains of the second set.

12 Fifty loops made he in one curtain, and fifty loops made he in the end curtain in the
second set; the loops were to be opposite one another.

13And he made fifty hooks of zahav, and joined the curtains one unto another with the
hooks; so it becameMishkan Echad.

14And he made curtains of goat hair for the Ohel over the Mishkan; eleven curtains he
made them.

15 The length of one curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits was the width of one
curtain; the eleven curtains were of the one size.

16And he joined five curtains into a set, and six curtains into a set.
17And he made fifty loops upon the uttermost edge of the curtain at the end of the set,

and fifty loops made he upon the edge of the curtain of the other set.
18Andhemadefiftyhooksofnechoshet to attach theOhel together, that itmightbeechad

(one).
19And hemade aMikhseh (Cover) for the Ohel of dyed red ram skin, and a tachash hide

Mikhseh above that.
20And hemade kerashim (planks) for the Mishkan of acacia wood, standing erect.
21The length of a keresh (plank)was ten cubits, and the width of a keresh one cubit and

a half.
22Onekereshhad twoyadot (projections, tenons), equally distant one fromanother; thus

did hemake for all the kerashim of theMishkan.
23 And he made kerashim (frames) for the Mishkan; twenty kerashim for the negev

(south) side southward;
24And arba'im sockets of kesef he made under the twenty kerashim; two sockets under

one keresh for its two tenons, and two sockets under another keresh for its two tenons.
25 And for the other side of the Mishkan, which is toward the north, he made twenty

kerashim,
26 And their arba'im sockets of kesef; two sockets under one keresh, and two sockets

under another keresh.
27And for the sides of the Mishkanwestward hemade six kerashim.
28And two kerashimmade he for the corners of the Mishkan in the back.
29 And they were doubled at the bottom, and joined together; at the top thereof, there

was one ring; thus he did to both of them in both the corners.
30And therewere eight kerashim; and their sockets were sixteen sockets of kesef, under

every keresh two sockets.
31 And he made crossbars of acacia wood; five for the kerashim of the one side of the

Mishkan,
32Andfivecrossbars for thekerashimof theother sideof theMishkan, andfive crossbars

for the kerashim of theMishkan for the sides westward.
33And he made the middle crossbar to extend within the kerashim from the one end to

the other.
34Andhe overlaid the kerashimwith zahav, andmade their rings of zahav to be housing

for the crossbars, and overlaid the crossbars with zahav.
35And he made a Parochet† of turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted fine

linen; with keruvimmade he it of artistic embroidery.
36Andhemade thereunto fourammudimof acaciawood, andoverlaid themwith zahav;

their hooks were of zahav; and he cast for them four sockets of kesef.
37And hemade aMasach for the petach of the Ohel of turquoise, and purple, and scarlet

wool, and twisted fine linen, the work of artistic embroidery;
38 And the five ammudim of it with their hooks; and he overlaid their tops and their

bands with zahav; but their five sockets were of nechoshet.

* 36:8 Betzalel † 36:35 SeeMk 15:38
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37
1And Betzalel made the Aron of acacia wood; two cubits and a half was the length of it,

and a cubit and a half the width of it, and a cubit and a half the height of it;
2Andhe overlaid it with zahav tahorwithin andwithout, andmade a crown of zahav all

around.
3And he cast for it four rings of zahav, to be set by the four corners of it; even two rings

upon the one side of it, and two rings upon the other side of it.
4And hemade carrying poles of acacia wood, and overlaid themwith zahav.
5And he put the carrying poles into the rings on the sides of the Aron, to bear the Aron.
6Andhemade theKapporet of zahav tahor; two cubits and a halfwas the length thereof,

and one cubit and a half the width thereof.
7And hemade two keruvim of zahav, hammered out of one piecemade he them, on the

two ends of the Kapporet;
8 One keruv on the end on this side, and another keruv on the other end on that side;

from the Kapporet made he the keruvim on the two ends thereof.
9And the keruvim spread out theirwings onhigh, and coveredwith theirwings over the

Kapporet, with their faces one to another; even toward the Kapporet were the faces of the
keruvim.

10And he made the Shulchan of acacia wood: two cubits was the length thereof, and a
cubit the width thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof;

11And he overlaid it with zahav tahor, andmade thereunto a crown of zahav all around.
12Also he made thereunto a misgeret (moulding, rim) of a handbreadth all around; and

made a crown of zahav for themisgeret thereof all around.
13Andhe cast for it four rings of zahav, andput the rings upon the four corners of its four

legs thereof.
14Over against the misgeret were the rings, the housing for the carrying poles to bear

the Shulchan.
15Andhemade the carrying poles of acaciawood, and overlaid themwith zahav, to bear

the Shulchan.
16And hemade the utensils which were upon the Shulchan, its dishes, and its pans, and

its bowls, and its pitchers for pouring nesekh, of zahav tahor.
17 And he made the Menorah of zahav tahor; of hammered-out work made he the

Menorah; its base and its shaft, and its cups, its knobs, its flowers, were of the same;
18And six branches going out of the sides thereof; three branches of theMenorah out of

the one side thereof, and three branches of the Menorah out of the other side thereof;
19 Shloshah cupsmade like almonds in one branch, a knob and a flower; and three cups

made like almonds in another branch, a knob andaflower; so throughout the six branches
going out of the Menorah.

20And in theMenorah were four cups made like almonds, its knobs, and its flowers;
21And a knob under two branches of the same, and a knob under two branches of the

same, and a knob under two branches of the same, according to the six branches going out
of it.

22Theirknobsand theirbrancheswereof the same: all of itwasonehammered-outwork
of zahav tahor.

23And hemade its seven nerot (lamps), and its tongs, and its spoons, of zahav tahor.
24Of a talent of zahav tahor made he it, and all the utensils thereof.
25And hemade theMizbe'achHaKetoret of acaciawood; the length of it was a cubit, and

the width of it a cubit; it was ravu'a (square, foursquare); and two cubits was the height of
it; from it were its karenot.

26And he overlaid it with zahav tahor, both the top of it, and the sides thereof all around,
and the karenot of it; also hemade unto it a crown of zahav all around.

27And hemade two rings of zahav for it under the crown thereof, by the two corners of
it, upon the two sides thereof, to be housing for the carrying poles to bear it withal.

28And hemade the carrying poles of acacia wood, and overlaid themwith zahav.
29Andhemade theShemenHaMishchahKodesh, and theketoret spices, tahor, according

to the artistic work of a perfumer.

38
1And hemade theMizbe'ach HaOlah of acacia wood; five cubits was the length thereof,

and five cubits the width thereof; it was ravu'a (square, foursquare); and three cubits the
height thereof.
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2 And he made the karenot thereof on the four corners of it; the karenot thereof were
from it; and he overlaid it with nechoshet.

3 And he made all the Klei HaMizbe'ach, the pots, and the shovels, and the sprinkling
basins, and themeat hooks, and thefirepans; all theutensils thereofmadeheof nechoshet.

4 And he made for the Mizbe'ach a mikhbar (grate, netting), a meshwork of nechoshet
under the encompassing border thereof downward unto themiddle of it.

5And he cast four rings for the four ends of the mikhbar of nechoshet, to be housing for
the carrying poles.

6And hemade the carrying poles of acacia wood, and overlaid themwith nechoshet.
7 And he put the carrying poles into the rings on the sides of the Mizbe'ach, to bear it

withal; he made theMizbe'ach hollowwith luchot.
8And hemade the Kiyor of nechoshet, and the stand of it of nechoshet, of themirrors of

the tzve'ot, who assembled at the petach Ohel Mo'ed.
9Andhemade thekhatzer; on the south side southward thehangingsof thekhatzerwere

of twisted fine linen, a hundred cubits;
10Their ammudimwere twenty, and their sockets of nechoshet twenty; the hooks of the

ammudim and their bands were of kesef.
11 And for the north side the hangings were a hundred cubits, their ammudim were

twenty, and their sockets of nechoshet twenty; the hooks of the ammudim and their bands
of kesef.

12 And for the west side were hangings of fifty cubits, their ammudim ten, and their
sockets ten; the hooks of the ammudim and their bands of kesef.

13And for the east side eastward fifty cubits.
14 The hangings of the one side of the entrance were fifteen cubits; their ammudim

shloshah, and their sockets shloshah.
15 And for the other side. On each side of the khatzer, were hangings of fifteen cubits;

their ammudim shloshah, and their sockets shloshah.
16All the hangings of the khatzer all aroundwere of twisted fine linen.
17And the sockets for the ammudimwere of nechoshet; the hooks of the ammudim and

their bands of kesef; and the overlaying of their tops of kesef; and all the ammudim of the
khatzer were banded with kesef.

18And the masach for the sha'ar of the khatzer was the artistic work of an embroiderer,
of turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted fine linen; and twenty cubits was
the length, and the height in width was five cubits, corresponding to the hangings of the
khatzer.

19 And their ammudim were four, and their sockets of nechoshet four; their hooks of
kesef, and the overlaying of their tops and their bands of kesef.

20And all the tent pegs of theMishkan, and of the khatzer all around, were of nechoshet.
[PEKUDEI]

21 These are the pekudei Mishkan, even of the Mishkan HaEdut, as it was recorded,
according to the command of Moshe, for the Avodat HaLevi'im, by the yad of Itamar ben
Aharon the kohen.

22 And Betzalel ben Uri ben Chur, of the tribe of Yehudah, made all that HASHEM
commandedMoshe.

23 And with him was Oholiav ben Achisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an artistic carver,
weaver, and an embroiderer in turquoise, and in purple, and in scarlet wool, and fine
linen.

24 All the zahav that was occupied for the work in all the work of HaKodesh, even the
zahav of the tenufah, was twenty and nine talents, and seven hundred and thirty shekels,
after the shekel of HaKodesh.

25And the kesef of them that were numbered of HaEdah was a hundred talents, and a
thousand sevenhundred and threescore andfifteen shekels, after the shekel ofHaKodesh:

26A bekah for every man, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of HaKodesh, for every
one that went to be numbered, from twenty years old and upward, for six hundred
thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty men.

27And of the hundred talents of kesefwere cast the sockets ofHaKadosh, and the sockets
of the Parochet; a hundred sockets of the hundred talents, a talent for a socket.

28And of the thousand seven hundred seventy and five shekels he made hooks for the
ammudim, and overlaid their tops, andmade bands for them.

29 And the nechoshet of the tenufah was seventy talents, and two thousand and four
hundred shekels.
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30 And therewith he made the sockets to the petach Ohel Mo'ed, and the Mizbe'ach
HaNechoshet, and themikhbar hanechoshet for it, and all the Klei HaMizbe'ach,

31And the sockets of the khatzer all around, and the sockets of the khatzer sha'ar, and all
the tent pegs of the Mishkan, and all the tent pegs of the khatzer all around.

39
1 And from the turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, they made bigdei serad

(elaborately woven garments) for service in HaKodesh, and made Bigdei Hakodesh for
Aharon; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

2Andhe*made the Ephod of zahav, turquoise, and purple, and scarletwool, and twisted
fine linen.

3 And they did hammer the zahav into thin sheets, and cut threads, to work into the
turquoise, and into the purple, and into the fine linen, the artistic weaverʼs work.

4 They made attaching ketefot (shoulder straps) for it, which were attached to its two
[upper] ends.

5 And the Cheishev (Belt) of his Ephod, which is upon it, was of the same according to
the work thereof; of zahav, turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and twisted linen; as
HASHEM commandedMoshe.

6And they made the avnei shoham (onyx stones), set in settings of zahav, engraved, like
chotam (signet ring) is engraved, according to the Shemot Bnei Yisroel.

7 And he fastened them upon the Kitfot HaEphod, that they should be Avnei Zikaron
(Memorial Stones) unto the Bnei Yisroel; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

8Andhemade theChoshenofartisticweaverʼswork, like theworkmanshipof theEphod;
of zahav, turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, and fine twisted linen.

9 It was ravu'a (square); they made the Choshen folded double; a span was the length
thereof, and a span the width thereof, being doubled.

10 And they set in it four rows of gemstones; the first row was an odem, a pitdah, and
barekes; this was the first row.

11And the second row, a nofech, sapphire, and yahalom.
12And the third row, a leshem, shevo, and achlamah.
13And the fourth row, a tarshish, shoham, and yashfeh; they were set in zahav in their

settings.
14And the gemstoneswere according to the Shemot Bnei Yisroel, ShteymEsreh (Twelve),

according to their Shemot, like the engravings of a chotam (signet ring), every one with
shmo, according to the Shneym Asar Shevet.

15And theymadeupon theChoshen sharsherot (chains)at the endsbraidedartisticwork
of zahav tahor.

16And theymade twomishbetzot (filigrees) of zahav, and two rings of zahav; and put the
two rings in the two ends of the Choshen.

17And they fastened the tworopesof zahav into the tworings on theendsof theChoshen.
18And the [other] two ends of the two ropes they fastened in the twofiligree settings, and

put them on the ketefot HaEphod toward its front.
19And theymade two rings of zahav, and put themon the two ends of the Choshen, upon

the lower border therof, on the inside toward the Ephod.
20 And they made two other rings of zahav, and put them on the two kitfot HaEphod

on the bottom, toward the front thereof, opposite the seam thereof, above the Cheishev
HaEphod.

21And theydidbind theChoshenby its rings unto the rings of theEphodwith a turquoise
woolen cord, that itmight be above theCheishevHaEphod, and that theChoshenmightnot
be loosed from the Ephod; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

22And hemade theMe'il HaEphod of artistic weaverʼs work, all of turquoise wool.
23And therewas a head opening in the top of theMe'il, in its center, like the opening of a

coat of mail, with a border all around about the head opening, that it should not be torn.
24And theymadeupon thehemsof theMe'il pomegranates of turquoise, andpurple, and

scarlet wool, and twisted linen.
25And theymade bells of zahav tahor, and put the bells between the pomegranates upon

the hem of theMe'il, all around between the pomegranates;
26A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate, all around the hem of the Me'il

to minister in; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

* 39:2 Betzalel
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27And theymade the kuttanot (tunics) of fine linen of artistic weaverʼswork for Aharon,
and for his banim,

28And aMitznefet of fine linen, Pa'arei HaMigba'ot of fine linen, mikhnesei bahd,
29 And an Avnet of fine linen, and turquoise, and purple, and scarlet wool, of artistic

embroidery; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
30 And they made the Tzitz Nezer HaKodesh of zahav tahor, and engraved upon it an

inscription, like to the engravings of a chotam, KODESH LAHASHEM.
31And they tied unto it a turquoise cord, to fasten it on the Mitznefet above; as HASHEM

commandedMoshe.
32Thus was all the work of theMishkan of the Ohel Mo'ed finished; and the Bnei Yisroel

did according to all that HASHEM commandedMoshe, so did they.
33And they brought the Mishkan unto Moshe, the Ohel, and all its utensils, its hooks, its

kerashim, its crossbars, and its ammudim, and its sockets,
34 And the Mikhseh of red-dyed ram skins, and the Mikhseh of tachash skins, and the

Parochet HaMasach,
35The Aron HaEdut, and the carrying poles thereof, and the Kapporet,
36The Shulchan, and all the utensils thereof, and the LechemHaPanim,
37The Menorah Hatehorah, with the nerot (lamps) thereof, even with the nerot (lamps)

of the order prescribed, and all the utensils thereof, and the Shemen HaMaohr,
38And the Mizbe'ach Hazahav, and the Shemen HaMishchah, and the aromatic ketoret,

and theMasach petach HaOhel,
39 The Mizbe'ach Hanechoshet, and its mikhbar hanechoshet (grate, netting of copper),

its carrying poles, and all its utensils, the Kiyor and its Stand,
40The curtains of the khatzer (courtyard), its ammudim, and its sockets, and themasach

Sha'arHaKhatzer, its cords, and its tent pegs, and all the utensils of theAvodasHaMishkan,
for the Ohel Mo'ed,

41 The bigdei serad for service in HaKodesh, and the Bigdei Hakodesh for Aharon the
kohen, and the garments of his banim, to minister in the kohenʼs office.

42According toall thatHASHEMcommandedMoshe, so theBneiYisroeldidkolhaAvodah.
43 And Moshe did inspect all the work, and, hinei, they had done it as HASHEM had

commanded, even so had they done it; vayevarech otamMoshe (andMoshe blessed them).

40
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2On the first day of the first month shalt thou set up theMishkan Ohel Mo'ed.
3And thou shalt place therein the Aron HaEdut, and thou shalt cover so as to screen the

Aron with the Parochet.
4And thou shalt bring in the Shulchan, and set in order the things that are to be set in

order upon it; and thou shalt bring in theMenorah, and kindle the Nerot thereof.
5And thou shalt place theMizbe'achHazahav L'Ketoret before the AronHaEdut, and set

up theMasach HaPetach LaMishkan.
6And thou shalt set the Mizbe'ach HaOlah before the PetachMishkan Ohel Mo'ed.
7And thou shalt set theKiyor between theOhelMo'ed and theMizbe'ach, and shalt place

mayim therein.
8 And thou shalt set up the khatzer (court) all around, and hang up the Masach Sha'ar

Hakhatzer.
9And thou shalt take the Shemen HaMishchah, and anoint the Mishkan, and all that is

therein, and shalt set it apart as kodesh, and all the utensils thereof; and it shall be kodesh.
10 And thou shalt anoint the Mizbe'ach HaOlah, and all its utensils, and set apart as

kodesh theMizbe'ach: and it shall be Mizbe'ach kodesh kodashim.
11And thou shalt anoint the Kiyor and its Stand, and set it apart as kodesh.
12 And thou shalt bring near Aharon and his banim unto the Petach Ohel Mo'ed, and

immerse themwithmayim.
13And thou shalt dress Aharon with the Bigdei Hakodesh, and anoint him, and set him

apart as kodesh; that hemayminister unto Me in the kohenʼs office.
14And thou shalt bring near his banim, and dress themwith kuttanot:
15 And thou shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint their av, that they may minister

unto Me in the kohenʼs office: for their anointing shall surely be for them a kehunat olam
throughout their dorot.

16Thus didMoshe; according to all that HASHEM commanded him, so did he.
17And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, on the first day of themonth,

that the Mishkanwas erected.
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18 And Moshe erected the Mishkan, and fastened its sockets, and set up the kerashim
thereof, and put in the crossbars thereof, and set up its ammudim.

19And he spread the Ohel over the Mishkan, and put the Mikhseh of the Ohel on it from
above; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

20And he took and placed HaEdut (The Testimony),* into HaAron, and set the carrying
poles on the Aron, and put the Kapporet upon the Aron from above;

21 And he brought the Aron into the Mishkan, and set up the Parochet HaMasach, and
shielded with a covering over the Aron HaEdut; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

22Andheput theShulchan in theOhelMo'ed, upon thenorth sideof theMishkan, outside
the Parochet.

23And he set the Lechem in order upon it before HASHEM; as HASHEM had commanded
Moshe.

24Andhe put theMenorah in theOhelMo'ed, opposite the Shulchan, on the south side of
the Mishkan.

25And he set up the nerot (lamps) before HASHEM; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
26And he put theMizbe'ach Hazahav in the Ohel Mo'ed before the Parochet;
27And he burned ketoret spices thereon; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
28 And he set up the Masach HaPetach LaMishkan (Curtain of the Entrance of the

Tabernacle).
29Andheput theMizbe'achHaOlah at the PetachMishkanOhelMo'ed, and offeredupon

it the olah (burnt offering) and theminchah; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
30Andhe set the Kiyor between theOhelMo'ed and theMizbe'ach, and putmayim there,

to wash withal.
31AndMoshe and Aharon and his banimwashed their hands and their feet thereat;
32When they went into the Ohel Mo'ed, and when they came near unto the Mizbe'ach,

they washed; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
33Andhe erected the khatzer (courtyard) all around theMishkanand theMizbe'ach, and

set up theMasach Sha'ar HaKhatzer. So Moshe finished the work.
34Then the Anan covered the Ohel Mo'ed, and the Kavod HASHEM filled theMishkan.
35 And Moshe was not able to enter into the Ohel Mo'ed, because the [Shekinah] cloud

abode thereon, and the Kavod HASHEM filled theMishkan.
36 And when the Anan was taken up from over the Mishkan, the Bnei Yisroel went

onward in all their journeys;
37But if theAnanwerenot takenup, then they journeyednot till the day that itwas taken

up.
38For the AnanHASHEMwas upon theMishkan by day, and Eishwas on it by night, in the

sight of all the Bais Yisroel, throughout all their journeys.†

* 40:20 i.e., the Stone Tablets of the Ten Commandments † 40:38 The Theme of gracious, unmeritedDeliverance and
Salvation for an AmKesheh Oref (Obstinate Stiffnecked People) has been presented in the Second Book of Moses.
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Vayikra
Introduction

Before reading the book of Leviticus, it is important to remember that chapter 7
emphasizes the proper way of approaching the sovereign HASHEM Elohim in terms of the
Sinai Covenant mandate. The victim offered by the kohen had to be without flaw (see the
preface on the flawless Ben Elohim Ben Dovid Moshiach born of HaAlmah). And when
handswere laid on the victim it becamea substitute pointing toward a vicarious kapporah
atonement. With the touch of the kohenʼs hands and the emunah (faith) of the believer, the
sin transfers to the victim whose bloody death expiates (removes) the sin from the sinner
and propitiates (appeases, pacifies) the wrath or anger of HASHEM against sin. Thus the
sin is covered or atoned for. In Lv 4:1-3 we see that sin doesn't get off scot-free…some
body has to pay. We see the bull come forward to pay, just as later we see the perfect
victim, the filial Devar HASHEMMoshiach Ben Dovid come forward to pay. In I Chronicles
chapter 21 we see that the Bais Dovid has to pay, because Dovid numbers the people.
The Yad HASHEM will fall on Moshiach [compare 1Chr 21:17 with Yeshayah Isa 53:10].
In Yeshayah we read “Kee neegzar may-eretz chayyim mee-payshah amee.” The Dead Sea
Scrolls (1QIsaᵇ) proves that these words written by the 8th Century B.C.E. Jewish prophet
Isaiah and found in the Tanakh are authentic words from the Holy Jewish Scriptures, his
actualwords thatwerenot lost in transcriptiondown through the centuries. Furthermore,
Tractate Sanhedrin 98b in the Talmud proves that these words are speaking not about
Israel but about Moshiach. Ramban and Abravanel also speak of Isaiah 53 as referring
to the Moshiach. Likewise Rashi in his commentary on the Gemara (Sanhedrin 98b). The
Torahfirmly states that prophetic canonical utteranceswere not thewords of amereman,
but “the Ruach Elohim (Spirit of G-d) came upon him” (Num 24:2). Therefore, to reject the
six words “Kee neegzar may-eretz chayyim mee-payshah amee” is to reject G-dʼs words
and also G-d Himself. Now, seeing the importance of these six words, do we know what
they mean? “Kee” means “for.” “Neegzar” means “He was cut off, excluded, separated”
and this word comes from Gimel-zayin-resh, according to the standard Hebrew/English
Lexicon of Brown, Driver, and Briggs, page 160. “May-eretz chayyim” means “from the
Land of the Living.” To say that he was cut off or excluded or separated from the Land
of the Living is a way of saying that he died. Who died? Moshiach died. Why did he die?
“Mee-paysha amee,” “for the transgression ofmypeople.” Moshiachdied for the sins of the
Jewish people. If anyone claims to be Jewish and asserts that he or she is part of Isaiahʼs
people (“my [Jewish] people”), that claimant must also admit and accede to the first part
of the verse, Isa 53:8, that Moshiach died for his or her sins. Moshiach died for the sins
of my [Jewish] people. This is what the six words are saying. A person can fight these
words, he can try to twist the meaning of these words, he can run from these words, but
the words themselves will never go away. They are eternal words. They are the words
of Almighty G-d. And these words leave one with only one choice: turn from rebellion
and sinful unbelief to trust thesewords or die in oneʼs unbelief and rebellion against these
words. In Lv 4:15 we see the Elders of the Community (Ziknei HaEdah) lay their hands
upon the head, just as later they unwittingly laid their hands upon the head of Moshiach
Ben Dovid Ben Elohim the Devar HASHEM, the Lamb of G-d. In this respect the Moshiachʼs
akedah (binding) and death became not only an asham, but also a chattat — that is, a sin
offering for the whole community. In fact, all of the sacrifices find their fulfillment in the
death of Moshiach. On Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol lays both of his hands on the head
of the victim, confesses over it all the perverse sins and transgressions of the people, thus
transferring them onto the head of the doomed victim, which will bear (nasa) them away
outside the camp to thewildernesswhere the victimwill die (notice Lv 16:22 and Isa 53:12
“He bore away or carried away [nasa] the sin of many, i.e. like a sa'ir l'azazel Yom Kippur
scapegoat.”) WhenyouwatchMoshiach strugglingwith his burdendown theViaDolorosa
youmust remember that the burden he is carrying away is your burden of sin. Only a fool
would want to keep his smelly garbage when the garbage truck comes by to carry it away.
How proudwe arewith our garbage, and how humble hewas to be our garbageman. The
Moshiach-Kohen that King Dovid foretold in Psalm 110 is the one who offered the korban
of his nefesh (Isa 53:10),making kapporah for the sins of thewholeworld, sprinklingmany
nations (Isa52:15). Weare speakingof theportentouskohenZechariahalso identifiedwith
theMoshiach in Zechariah (Zech 3:8; 6:11-12)— the very oneEzra calledYeshua inEzra 3:8.
He is the one who is Avdi Tzemach, Moshiach Shmo, Yehoshua, the namesake (a person
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having the same name as another) of Moshiach. This post-Exilic Kohen Gadol in charge of
the building of the Second Temple points us forward by his person and his personal name
to the comingMoshiach, Yehoshua or Yeshua.
Many people do not know that Judaism used to be a “proselytizing” religion, and that

leaders of Judaism were both zealous and highly successful at making proselytes. In fact,
so numerouswere the proselytes in Biblical times that there is even a term in Scripture for
conversion to Judaism — mityahadim (see Esth 8:17). The rabbis knew that Judaism was
not merely a narrow, national religion. The Talmud says that the teachings of Judaism
were freely meant for all mankind (see Babylonian Talmud, Shabbath 146a, where Dt
29:13-14 [14-15] is quoted as referring to proselytes). And just as Gentiles were saved in
Noahʼs ark, so Ruth was also brought under HASHEMʼs wings (Ruth 2:12). In the High Holy
Day Prayerbook, we read on Rosh Hashanah “Also Noah Thou didst remember in love,
and didst remember him with a promise of salvation and mercy, when Thou didst send
the flood to destroy all creatures because of their evil deeds. So his remembrance came
before Thee, O L-rd our G-d to increase his seed like the dust of the earth and his offspring
like the sand of the sea.” So hope is held out that the Righteous Gentiles of the world
will have a share in the World to Come. In fact, according to ancient tradition, the first
proselytes to the Jewish faith were Abraham and Sarah, and through their descendants
G-d intended to proselytize the nations (see also Mt 28:19). For a few other texts of many
in the Scriptures on the universal scope of the Jewish faith, see Ps 22:27; Isa 45:22; 66:23;
Zech 14:16. Of course, Judaism, with the exception of Messianic Judaism, changed when
the rabbis took over under Yochananben Zakkai in Yavnehnear Jaffa in Israel and created
after 70 C.E. a post-Temple, non-priestly form of Judaism lacking blood sacrifice and a Beis
Hamikdash. It should be remembered here that it is the blood that makes atonement for
the soul (Lv 17:11) and that Abelʼs offering from the firstborn of his flock was looked on
with favor byHASHEM, but a bloodless religion andworshipwithout blood atonementwas
not looked on with favor (see Gn 4:4-5). G-d says, “When I see the blood, I will pass over
you” (Ex 12:13). To lack faith in Gn 22:8; Ex 12:5-13; Isa 53:7 and in Moshiachʼs necessary
sacrifice, and then to create a religion where, gratuitously, blood sacrifice is assumed not
necessary, is to change the religion of Judaism, the religion of Moses. Moshiachʼs Judaism
hasnot changed Judaismand is true Judaism. Rabbinic Judaismhaschanged Judaism. This
change occurred after 70 C.E., making Rabbinic Judaism a form of religion that post-dates
Moshiachʼs Judaism. Not only does it lack Biblical warrant for many of its tenets of faith,
but also the fact is that the rabbis have cooled off in their zeal to win converts. However,
Moshiachʼs Judaism has always been a proselytizing faith, eager to share the blessings
of Judaism with the whole world. In our own era, millions of adherents to Moshiachʼs
Judaism, including both Jews and non-Jews from every culture and country, have become
regenerated spiritual children of Abrahamand genuine proselytes toAbrahamʼs faith. For
true commitment to Judaism can only be through true commitment to the Moshiach of
Judaism,Moshiach Adoneinu. Unfortunately, not all Jews nor all Goyim have beenwilling
to become proselytes to Moshiach because not everyone is willing to commit himself to
Moshiach. And many who have committed themselves to Moshiach Adoneinu are even
ignorant of the fact that what they call “the Religion of Messiah” is really Moshiachʼs
Judaism that Goyim have adapted to their own culture. Nevertheless, the faith of the Brit
Chadasha is still the true, Biblical faith of Moshiach, whether every believer in Moshiach
Adoneinu realizes it or not. Scripturally, a Jew is anyone like Ruth the Moabitess who
has renounced idolatry and thrown in his or her lot with the people of the one true G-d.
Therefore,when aGentile ladynamedRuth clung toNaomi andNaomiʼs G-d, Ruth became
a Jewess, even qualifying to become the great-grandmother of King David. However,
historically, these three have been involved in the reception of proselytes to Judaism:
(1) circumcision (the bris milah), (2) complete immersion (the tevilah) in a mikveh ritual
bath, and (3) a sacrifice (see Num 15:14 and Babylonian Talmud, Kerithoth 9a.) This blood
sacrifice (anofferingbyfire)wasburnedon the altar andwas indispensable at the time the
Beis Hamikdash stood, and points prophetically along with all sacrifice to the repentant
proselyteʼs need for a blood atonement kapporah. Rabbi Judah the Patriarch (“Rabbenu
haKadosh”) compared this three-fold admission into Judaismas reminiscent of theBiblical
history of Israel, a nation circumcised before leaving Egypt (Josh 5:2), immersed in the
desert inaholywashing (Ex19:10), and sprinkledwith thebloodof a covenant sacrifice (Ex
24:3-8) [see Sifra, Ahare Perek 12]. Nevertheless, the central ritual of admittance into the
faithhas alwaysbeena tevilahofwater immersion. Theproselyteʼs blood sacrificebecame
impossible, except in Moshiachʼs self-offering, after the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed.
Furthermore, since women converts to Judaism outnumbered men, circumcision could
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hardly become the chief rite of entry into Judaism. Therefore, the one conspicuous thing
that all converts had to do to joinAvrahamʼs family and faithwas to get immersed inwater.
He or she had to submit to a tevilah to become part of the kehunnat kodesh (1K 2:5). In
Chapter 8 of Leviticuswe see themikvehmayim of the kehunah induction prefiguring the
brit chadasha tevilah of thema'aminimhameshichiyim. That is, whatwe seeMoshe doing
in Lv 8:6 we see Yochanan the kohen navi doing inMt 3:5-6 and Philippos doing in Ac 8:38.
All of the above is said, not to persuadeGentiles to confiscate the promises andblessings in
Scripture written down for the physical descendants of Abraham; rather, the intent of our
rhetoric in this exegesis is to provoke our Jewish people to jealousy that theymight pursue
the G-d of Scripture and His many blessings awaiting them in their Bible.

[VAYIKRA]
1 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe, and spoke unto him out of the Ohel Mo'ed (Tent of

Meeting)* saying,
2Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, If anyman of you bring a korban unto

HASHEM, ye shall bring your korban of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock.
3 If his korban be an olah (burnt sacrifice) of the herd, let him offer a zachar tamim (male

without blemish); he shall offer it that hemaybe accepted at the entrance of theOhelMo'ed
before HASHEM.

4 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the olah (burnt offering); and it shall be
accepted for him tomake kapporah for him.

5 And he shall slaughter (shachat) the young bull before HASHEM; and the kohanim,
Aharonʼs banim, shall bring the dahm, and sprinkle the dahm around upon theMizbe'ach
that is by the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

6And he shall skin the olah, and cut it into pieces.
7And the Bnei Aharon the kohen shall put eish upon theMizbe'ach, and lay the wood in

order upon the eish;
8And the kohanim, Aharonʼs banim, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order

upon the wood that is on the eish which is upon theMizbe'ach:
9Buthis innardsandhis legs shall hewash inmayim; and thekohen shall burn thewhole

on the Mizbe'ach, to be an olah, an offering made by eish, of a re'ach nicho'ach (sweet
savour) unto HASHEM.

10 And if his korban be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for an olah
(burnt offering); he shall bring it a zachar tamim (male without blemish).

11 And he shall slaughter (shachat) it on the side of the Mizbe'ach northward before
HASHEM: and the kohanim, Aharonʼs banim, shall sprinkle his dahm around upon the
Mizbe'ach.

12And he shall cut it into pieces, with his head and his fat; and the kohen shall lay them
in order on the wood that is on the eish which is upon theMizbe'ach:

13But he shall wash the innards and the legs with mayim; and the kohen shall bring the
whole, and burn it upon the Mizbe'ach: it is an olah, an offering made by eish, of a re'ach
nicho'ach (sweet savour) unto HASHEM.

14And if the olah for his korban to HASHEM be of fowls, then he shall bring his korban of
turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

15And the kohen shall bring it unto theMizbe'ach, andwring offhis head, and burn it on
theMizbe'ach; and the dahm thereof shall be pressed out at the side of the Mizbe'ach:

16And he shall pluck away his cropwith his feathers, and cast it beside theMizbe'ach on
the east side, by the place of the ashes:

17And he shall tear it open with the wings thereof, but shall not tear it in half; and the
kohen shall burn it upon the Mizbe'ach, upon the wood that is upon the eish; it is an olah,
an offeringmade by eish, of a re'ach nicho'ach (sweet savour) unto HASHEM.

2
1And when a nefesh will offer a korban minchah unto HASHEM, his korban shall be of

fine flour; and he shall pour shemen upon it, and put incense thereon;
2 And he shall bring it to the Bnei Aharon the kohanim; and he shall take thereout his

handful of the flour thereof, and of the shemen thereof, with all the incense thereof; and
the kohen shall burn thememorial portionof it upon theMizbe'ach, to be anofferingmade
by eish, of a re'ach nicho'ach unto HASHEM;

* 1:1 i.e., Tabernacle



VAYIKRA 2:3 106 VAYIKRA 3:15

3And the remnant of the minchah shall belong to Aharon and his Banim; it is a kodesh
kodashim of the offerings of HASHEMmade by eish.

4And if thou bring a korban minchah baked in an oven, it shall be matzot cakes of fine
flourmixed with shemen, or matzot wafers anointed with shemen.

5 And if thy korban minchah be on a pan, it shall be of fine flour matzot, mixed with
shemen.

6Thou shalt break it in pieces, and pour shemen thereon; it is a minchah.
7And if thy korbanminchah be in a deep pan, it shall bemade of fine flourwith shemen.
8And thou shalt bring theminchah that ismade of these things unto HASHEM; andwhen

it is presented unto the kohen, he shall bring it unto theMizbe'ach.
9And the kohen shall take from theminchah amemorial portion thereof, and shall burn

it upon theMizbe'ach; it is an offeringmade by eish, of a re'ach nicho'ach unto HASHEM.
10 And that which is left of the minchah shall belong to Aharon and his Banim; it is a

kodesh kodashim of the offerings of HASHEMmade by eish.
11No minchah, which ye shall bring unto HASHEM, shall be made with chametz; for ye

shall burn no se'or, nor any devash, in any offering of HASHEMmade by eish.
12As for the korban reshit (firstfruit offering), ye shall offer them unto HASHEM; but they

shall not be burned on theMizbe'ach for a re'ach nicho'ach.
13And every korban of thy minchah shalt thou season with melach; neither shalt thou

suffer the melach Brit Eloheicha to be lacking from thy minchah; with every minchah of
thine thou shalt offer melach.

14 And if thou offer a minchah of thy bikkurim unto HASHEM, thou shalt offer for the
minchah of thy bikkurim ripe ears of grain roasted by the eish, even meal ground from
new grain.

15And thou shalt put shemen upon it, and lay incense thereon; it is a minchah.
16And the kohen shall burn thememorial portion of it, part of the ground grain thereof,

and part of the shemen thereof, with all the incense thereof; it is an offering made by eish
unto HASHEM.

3
1 And if his korban be a zevach of shelamim, if he offer it of the herd; whether it be a

zachar or nekevah, he shall offer it tamim (without blemish) before HASHEM.
2 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his korban, and slaughter (shachat) it at

the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed; and Aharonʼs Banim the kohanim shall sprinkle the dahm
upon theMizbe'ach around.

3Andhe shall offer of the zevachof the shelamimanofferingmadeby eishuntoHASHEM;
the chelev (fat) that covereth the innards, and all the chelev (fat) that is upon the innards,

4And the two kidneys, and the chelev (fat) that is around them,which is by the loins, and
the diaphragmwith the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he remove.

5 And Aharonʼs Banim shall burn it on the Mizbe'ach upon the olah which is upon the
wood that is on the eish; it is an offeringmade by eish, of a re'ach nicho'ach unto HASHEM.

6 And if his korban for a zevach shelamim unto HASHEM be of the flock; zachar or
nekevah, he shall offer it tamim (without blemish).

7 If he offer a keves (lamb) for his korban, then shall he offer it before HASHEM.
8Andhe shall lay his handupon the head of his korban, and slaughter (shachat) it before

the Ohel Mo'ed; and Aharonʼs Banim shall sprinkle the dahm thereof around upon the
Mizbe'ach.

9Andhe shall offerof the zevachhashelamimanofferingmadebyeishuntoHASHEM; the
chelev thereof, and the whole fat tail, it shall he remove by the backbone; and the chelev
that covereth the innards, and all the chelev that is upon the innards,

10And the two kidneys, and the chelev (fat) that is upon them, which is by the loins, and
the diaphragmwith the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he remove.

11And the kohen shall burn it upon the Mizbe'ach; it is the lechem of the offering made
by eish unto HASHEM.

12And if his korban be a goat, then he shall offer it before HASHEM.
13Andhe shall lay his handupon theheadof it, and slaughter (shachat) it before theOhel

Mo'ed; and the Bnei Aharon shall sprinkle the dahm thereof upon the Mizbe'ach round
about.

14Andhe shall offer thereof his korban, even an offeringmade by eish untoHASHEM; the
chelev (fat) that covereth the innards, and all the chelev (fat) that is upon the innards,

15And the two kidneys, and the chelev (fat) that is upon them, which is by the loins, and
the diaphragm above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he remove.
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16 And the kohen shall burn them upon the Mizbe'ach; it is the lechem of the offering
made by eish for a re'ach nicho'ach; all the chelev (fat) is HASHEMʼs.

17 It shall be a chukkat olam for your generations throughout all your dwellings, that ye
eat neither chelev (fat) nor dahm (blood).

4
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Speakunto theBneiYisroel, saying, If anefesh shall sin through ignorance (unintention-

ally) against any of the mitzvot of HASHEM concerning things which ought not to be done,
and shall do against any of them;

3 If the KohenHaMoshiach* do sin, bringing guilt upon the people; then let himbring for
his chattat (sin), which he hath sinned, a young bull tamim (without blemish) untoHASHEM
for a chattat (sin offering).

4And he shall bring the young bull unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed before HASHEM;
and shall lay his hand upon the young bullʼs head, and slaughter (shachat) the young bull
before HASHEM.

5And theKohenHaMoshiach shall take of the young bullʼs dahm, andbring it to theOhel
Mo'ed;

6 And the kohen shall dip his forefinger in the dahm, and sprinkle of the dahm seven
times before HASHEM, before the Parochet (curtain) of the Kodesh.

7 And the kohen shall put some of the dahm upon the horns of the Mizbe'ach Ketoret
HaSammim (Altar of Fragrant Incense) before HASHEM, which is in the Ohel Mo'ed; and
shall pour the rest of the dahmof the youngbull at the base of theMizbe'achHaOlahwhich
is at the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

8 And he shall take off from it all the chelev (fat) of the young bull for the chattat (sin
offering); the chelev (fat) that covereth the innards, and all the chelev (fat) that is upon the
innards,

9And the two kidneys, and the chelev (fat) that is upon them, which is by the loins, and
the diaphragm above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he remove,

10 Just as it was removed from the ox of the zevach hashelamim; and the kohen shall
burn them upon theMizbe'ach HaOlah.

11And the hide of the young bull, and all his basar, with his head, and with his legs, and
his innards, and his dung,

12 Even the rest of the young bull shall he carry forth outside the machaneh unto a
makom tahor,where the ashes are pouredout, andburnhimon thewoodwith eish;where
the ashes are poured out shall he be burned.

13 And if the kol Adat Yisroel sin through ignorance (unintentionally), and the thing be
hid from the eyes of the Kahal (Assembly), and they have done any one thing against any
of themitzvot of HASHEM concerning things which should not be done, and are guilty;

14When the chattat (sin), which they have sinned against it, is known, then the Kahal
(Assembly) shall offer a young bull for the chattat (sin), and bring him before the Ohel
Mo'ed.

15And the Ziknei HaEdah shall lay their hands upon the head of the young bull before
HASHEM; and the young bull shall be slaughtered (shachat) before HASHEM.

16And the Kohen HaMoshiach† shall bring of the young bullʼs dahm to the Ohel Mo'ed;
17And thekohenshall diphis forefinger in someof thedahm, andsprinkle‡ it seven times

before HASHEM, even before the Parochet (curtain).
18And he shall put some of the dahm upon the horns of the Mizbe'ach which is before

HASHEM, that is in theOhelMo'ed, and shall pour out the rest of the dahmat the base of the
Mizbe'ach HaOlah, which is at the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

19And he shall remove all his chelev (fat) from him, and burn it upon theMizbe'ach.
20 And he shall do with the young bull as he did with the young bull for a chattat (sin

offering), so shall he dowith this; and the kohen shallmake kapporah for them, and it shall
be forgiven them.

21 And he shall carry forth the young bull outside the machaneh, and burn him as he
burned the first young bull; it is a chattat (sin offering) for the Kahal.

22When a nasi hath sinned, and done something through ignorance against any of the
mitzvot of HASHEM Elohav concerning things which should not be done, and is guilty;

23Or if his chattat (sin), wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring
his korban, a male goat tamim (without blemish);

* 4:3 anointed priest, i.e. Kohen Gadol; see Ps 110:4 on theMoshiach Kohen † 4:16 See Lv 4:3 ‡ 4:17 See Isa 52:15
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24And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and slaughter (shachat) it in the
place where they slaughter the olah (burnt offering) before HASHEM; it is a chattat (sin
offering).

25And the kohen shall take of the dahm of the chattat (sin offering) with his forefinger,
and put it upon the horns of theMizbe'achHaOlah, and shall pour out his dahmat the base
of the Mizbe'ach HaOlah.

26 And he shall burn all his chelev (fat) upon the Mizbe'ach, as the chelev (fat) of the
zevachhashelamim; and the kohen shallmake kapporah for himas concerning his chattat
(sin), and it shall be forgiven him.

27 And if a nefesh of the am ha'aretz sin through ignorance (unintentionally), while he
doeth any thing against any of the mitzvot of HASHEM concerning things which ought not
to be done, and be guilty;

28Or if his chattat (sin), whichhehath sinned, come tohis knowledge; thenhe shall bring
his korban, a female goat, a temimah nekevah (a female without blemish), for his chattat
(sin)which he hath sinned.

29 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the chattat (sin offering), and slaughter
(shachat) the chattat (sin offering) in the place of the olah (burnt offering).

30And the kohen shall take of the dahm thereof with his forefinger, and put it upon the
horns of theMizbe'ach HaOlah, and shall pour out the rest of the dahm thereof at the base
of the Mizbe'ach.

31 And he shall remove all the chelev (fat) thereof, as the chelev (fat) is removed from
off the zevach hashelamim; and the kohen shall burn it upon the Mizbe'ach for a re'ach
nicho'ach unto HASHEM; and the kohen shall make kapporah for him, and it shall be
forgiven him.

32And if he bring a keves (lamb) for a chattat (sin offering), he shall bring it a nekevah
temimah (female without blemish).

33 And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the chattat (sin offering), and slaughter
(shachat) it for a chattat (sin offering) in the place where they slaughter the olah (burnt
offering).

34And the kohen shall take of the dahm of the chattat (sin offering) with his forefinger,
and put it upon the horns of theMizbe'achHaOlah (Altar of BurntOffering), and shall pour
out the rest of the dahm thereof at the base of the Mizbe'ach;

35 And he shall remove all the chelev (fat) thereof, just as the chelev (fat) of the keves
(lamb) is taken away from the zevach hashelamim (sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the
kohen shall burn them upon the Mizbe'ach, according to the offerings made by eish unto
HASHEM; and the kohen shall make kapporah for his chattat (sin) that he hath sinned, and
it shall be forgiven him.

5
1And if a nefesh sin, after he hears a public adjuration to give testimony, and he is an ed

(witness), whether he hath seen or known of it; if he does not utter it, then he shall bear his
avon (iniquity).

2Or if a nefesh touch anything tamei (unclean), whether it be a nivlat chayyah teme'ah
(carcass of an unclean beast), or a nivlat behemah teme'ah (carcass of unclean livestock), or
the nivlat sheretz tamei (carcass of unclean creeping things), and if it be hidden from him;
he also shall be tamei, and guilty.

3Or if he touch the tum'at adam (uncleannessofman), whatsoever tumah it be that aman
shall be made unclean therewith, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he
shall be guilty.

4 Or if a nefesh swear, rashly pronouncing with his lips to do harah, or to do hatov,
whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with a shevuah (oath), and it be hid from
him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.

5And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that v'hitvaddah (he shall
confess) that he hath sinned in that thing;

6 And he shall bring his asham (penalty, trespass offering) unto HASHEM for his chattat
(sin)which he hath sinned, a nekevah from the flock, a lamb or a female goat, for a chattat
(sin offering); and the kohen shall make kapporah for him concerning his chattat.

7 And if he be not able to afford a seh (lamb), then he shall bring for his asham (guilt
offering),* which he hath sinned, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto HASHEM;
one for a chattat (sin offering), and the other for an olah (burnt offering).

* 5:7 See Sanhedrin 98b on Isa 53; see Isa 53:10 which says thatMoshiachʼs self-offeringwill be an asham for his people,
cf Isa 53:8
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8And he shall bring them unto the kohen, who shall offer that which is for the chattat
(sin offering) first, and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not separate it;

9 And he shall sprinkle of the dahm of the chattat (sin offering) upon the side of the
Mizbe'ach; and the rest of the dahm shall be pressed out at the base of the Mizbe'ach; it
is a chattat (sin offering).

10 And he shall offer the second for an olah (burnt offering), according to the mishpat
(prescribedmanner); and thekohen shallmakekapporah forhim forhis chattat (sin)which
he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him.

11 But if he be not able to afford two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that
sinned shall bring for his korban the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a chattat (sin
offering); he shall put no shemen upon it, neither shall he put any incense thereon; for it is
a chattat (sin offering).

12 Then shall he bring it to the kohen, and the kohen shall take his handful of it, even a
memorial portion thereof, and burn it on the Mizbe'ach, according to the offerings made
by eish unto HASHEM; it is a chattat (sin offering).

13And the kohen shall make kapporah for him as touching his chattat (sin) that he hath
sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him; and the remnant shall be the kohenʼs,
like theminchah.

14And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
15 If a nefesh commit a ma'al (trespass), and sin through ignorance (unintentionally), in

the holy things of HASHEM; then he shall bring for his asham unto HASHEM a ram tamim†

out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of kesef, after the Shekel HaKodesh (the
Shekel of the Sanctuary), for an asham (trespass or guilt offering).

16 And he shall make restitution in regard to the holy thing in which he was remiss,
and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the kohen; and the kohen shall make
kapporah for him with the ram of the asham (trespass offering), and it shall be forgiven
him.

17 And if a nefesh sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done
by the mitzvot HASHEM; though he know it not, yet he is guilty, and shall bear his avon
(iniquity).

18 And he shall bring a ram tamim out of the flock, with thy estimation, for an asham
(trespass offering)unto the kohen; and the kohen shallmake kapporah for him concerning
his ignorance wherein he erred and knew it not and it shall be forgiven him.

19 It is an asham (trespass offering); he hath certainly trespassed against HASHEM.‡
20And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
21 If a nefesh sin, and commit a ma'al (trespass) against HASHEM, and deceives his

neighbor in that which was delivered him to keep, or entrusted to his care, or in a thing
stolen, or hath cheated his neighbor;

22Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth with sheker
(falsely); in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein;

23Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is ashem (guilty), that he shall return that
whichhehad stolen, or the thingwhichhehath extorted, or thatwhichwas deliveredunto
his trust, or the lost thing which he found,

24 Or all that about which he hath sworn lasheker (falsely); he shall even restore it in
the principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it unto him to whom it
appertaineth, in the day of his asham (trespass offering).

25And he shall bring his asham (trespass offering) unto HASHEM, a ram tamim (without
blemish) out of the flock, with thy estimation, for an asham (trespass offering), unto the
kohen;

26And the kohen shall make kapporah for him before HASHEM; and it shall be forgiven
him for anything of all that he hath done that made him guilty.

6
[TZAV]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Command Aharon and his Banim, saying, This is the Torat HaOlah: It is the olah (burnt

offering) that is to stay on the flame upon the Mizbe'ach kol halailah unto the boker, and
the eish of the Mizbe'achmust be burning on it.

† 5:15 See Gn 22:13 on the vicarious aspect of the substitutionary atonement and compare Isa 53:5,8 ‡ 5:19 See Isa
53:10 onMoshiachʼs asham offering for Israel— Isa 53:8
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3And the kohen shall put on his linen tunic, and his linen breeches shall he put upon his
basar, and remove the ashes which the eish hath consumed with the olah (burnt offering)
on theMizbe'ach, and he shall put them beside theMizbe'ach.

4And he shall take off his garments, and put on begadim acherim (other garments), and
carry forth the ashes outside themachaneh unto amakom tahor.

5And the eishupon theMizbe'ach shall be burning in it; itmust not go out; and the kohen
shall burn wood on it every boker, and arrange the olah (burnt offering) upon it; and he
must burn thereon the chelvei HaShelamim (fat of the peace offerings).

6The eishmust ever be burning upon theMizbe'ach; it shall never go out.
7And this is the Torat HaMinchah: the Bnei Aharon shall offer it before HASHEM, before

theMizbe'ach.
8 And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the minchah, and of the shemen

thereof, and all the incense which is upon the minchah, and shall burn it upon the
Mizbe'ach for a re'ach nicho'ach, even thememorial portion of it, unto HASHEM.

9 And the remainder thereof shall Aharon and his Banim eat: with matzot shall it be
eaten in themakom kadosh; in the khatzer (courtyard) of the Ohel Mo'ed they shall eat it.

10 It shall not be baked with chametz. I have given it unto them for their chelek (allotted
share, portion) of My offerings made by eish; it is kodesh kodashim, like the chattat (sin
offering), and like the asham (trespass offering).

11Any of the zachar among the Bnei Aharon shall eat of it. It shall be a chok olam in your
dorot concerning theofferingsofHASHEMmadebyeish; everyone that toucheth themshall
be kadosh.

12And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
13 This is the korban of Aharon and of his Banim, which they shall offer unto HASHEM

in the YomHimmashach (Day he is anointed, i.e., assumes office, seven-day ordination); the
tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a continualminchah, half of it in the boker, and half
thereof at erev.

14 In a pan it shall be made with shemen; and when it is scalded, thou shalt bring it in;
and the repeatedlybakedminchah, broken inpieces, shalt thouoffer for a re'achnicho'ach
unto HASHEM.

15 And the kohen of his Banim that is hamoshiach (the anointed) to succeed him shall
offer it; it is a chok olam unto HASHEM; it shall be completely burned.

16For everyminchah for the kohen shall be completely burned; it shall not be eaten.
17And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
18 Speak unto Aharon and to his Banim, saying, This is the Torat HaChattat: In the place

where the olah (burnt offering) is slaughtered (shachat) shall the chattat (sin offering) be
slaughtered before HASHEM; it is kodesh kodashim.

19The kohen that offereth it for sin shall eat it; in themakom kadosh shall it be eaten, in
the khatzer (courtyard) of the Ohel Mo'ed.

20Everything that touches thebasar thereof shall bekadosh; andwhen there is sprinkled
of the dahm thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon it was sprinkled in
themakom kadosh.

21But the clay keli (vessel)wherein it is boiledmust be broken; and if it be boiled in a keli
nechoshet (copper vessel), it shall be both scoured, and rinsed inmayim.

22Any of the zachar among the kohanim shall eat thereof; it is kodesh kodashim.
23And no chattat (sin offering), whereof any of the dahm is brought into the Ohel Mo'ed

to make kapporah therewith in the Kodesh (holy place), shall be eaten; it shall be burned
in the eish.

7
1Likewise this is the Torat HaAsham: it is kodesh kodashim.
2 In theplacewhere they slaughter (shachat) theolah (burntoffering) shall they slaughter

the asham (trespass offering); and the dahm thereof shall he sprinkle around upon the
Mizbe'ach.

3And he shall offer of it all the chelev thereof; the tail, and the chelev that covereth the
innards,

4 And the two kidneys, and the chelev that is on them, which is on the flanks, and the
diaphragm that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he remove;

5And the kohen shall burn them upon the Mizbe'ach for an offering made by eish unto
HASHEM; it is an asham (trespass offering).

6 Every zachar among the kohanim shall eat thereof; it shall be eaten in the makom
kadosh; it is kodesh kodashim.
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7As the chattat (sin offering) is, so is the asham (trespass offering); there is one torah for
them both; the kohen that maketh kapporah therewith shall have it.

8And the kohen that offereth any manʼs olah the kohen shall have for himself the hide
of the olah which he hath offered.

9And all theminchah that is baked in the oven, and all that is prepared in the deep pan,
and in the shallow pan, shall be the kohenʼs that offereth it.

10And every minchah, mixed with shemen, or dry, shall all the Bnei Aharon have, each
equal with achiv (his brother).

11And this is the Torat Zevach HaShelamim, which he shall offer unto HASHEM.
12 If he offer it for a todah, then he shall offer with the zevach hatodah challos matzot

mixed with shemen, and matzot wafers anointed with shemen, and challos mixed with
scalded fine flourmixed with shemen.

13Besides the challos, he shall offer forhiskorban lechemchametzwith thezevach todah
of his shelamim.

14And of it he shall offer one cake from each korban for a terumah (contribution) unto
HASHEM, and it shall be the kohenʼs that sprinkleth the dahm of the shelamim (peace
offerings).

15And the basar of the zevach todat shelamim of him shall be eaten the same day that it
is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the boker.

16But if the zevach of his korban be a neder, or a nedavah, it shall be eaten the same day
that heofferethhis zevach; andon the followingdayalso the remainder of it shall be eaten;

17 But the remainder of the basar of the zevach on the yom hashelishi shall be burned
with eish.

18 And if any of the basar of the zevach of his shelamim be eaten at all on the yom
hashelishi, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed (credited) unto him that
offereth it; it shall be piggul, and the nefesh that eateth of it shall have his avon to bear.

19And the basar that toucheth any thing tamei shall not be eaten; it shall be burnedwith
eish; and as for the basar, all that be tahor shall eat thereof.

20 But the nefesh that eateth of the basar of the zevach hashelamim, that pertain unto
HASHEM, having his tumah upon him, even that nefesh shall be cut off from his people.

21Moreover the nefesh that shall touch any thing tamei, as the tumat adam (uncleanness
of man, human contamination), or any behemah temeiah (contaminated animal [carcass])
or sheketz tamei (unclean abomination), and eat of the basar of the zevach hashelamim
which pertain unto HASHEM, even that nefesh shall be cut off from his people.

22And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
23Speakunto theBnei Yisroel, saying, Ye shall eat nomanner of chelev, of ox, or of sheep,

or of goat.
24 And the chelev of the nevelah, the beast that dieth of itself, and the chelev of the

terefah, may be used in any other use; but ye shall in no wise eat of it.
25Forwhosoever eateth the chelev of the behemah, ofwhichmenoffer an offeringmade

by eish unto HASHEM, even the nefesh that eateth it shall be cut off from his people.
26Moreover ye shall eat no manner of dahm, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in any of

yourmoshevot (dwellings).
27Whatsoever nefesh it be that eateth anymanner of dahm, even that nefesh shall be cut

off from his people.
28And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
29Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, He that offereth the zevach shelamim of himunto

HASHEM shall bring his korban unto HASHEM of the zevach shelamim of him.
30His own hands shall bring the offerings of HASHEM made by eish, the chelev with the

breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a tenufah before HASHEM.
31And the kohen shall burn the chelev upon the Mizbe'ach; but the breast shall belong

to Aharon and his Banim.
32And the right thigh shall ye give unto the kohen for a terumah (raised up offering) of

the zevakhim of your shelamim.
33He among the Bnei Aharon, that offereth the dahm hashelamim and the chelev (fat),

shall have the right thigh for his part.
34 For the breast of the waving (tenufah) and the thigh of the terumah (raising) I have

taken of the Bnei Yisroel from the zevakhim of their shelemim, and have given them unto
Aharon the kohen and unto his Banim by a chok olam from among the Bnei Yisroel.

35This is the anointed portion of Aharon, and the anointed portion of his Banim, out of
the offerings ofHASHEMmade by eish, in the daywhenhe presented them tominister unto
HASHEM in the kohenʼs office;
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36Which HASHEM commanded to be given them of the Bnei Yisroel, in the day that He
anointed them, by a chukkat olam throughout their dorot.

37This is the torah of the olah (burnt offering), of theminchah (grain offering), and of the
chattat (sin offering), and of the asham (trespass offering), and of the ordination offerings,
and of the zevach hashelamim (sacrifice of the peace offerings);

38Which HASHEM commanded Moshe on Mt. Sinai, in the day that He commanded the
Bnei Yisroel to offer their korbanot unto HASHEM, in the Sinai Desert.

8
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Take Aharon and his Banimwith him, and the garments, and the shemen hamishchah

(anointingoil), andabull for the chattat (sinoffering), and tworams, andabasket ofmatzot;
3And gather thou Kol HaEdah together unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.
4AndMoshe did as HASHEM commanded him; and HaEdah (the Assembly)was gathered

together unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.
5AndMoshe said unto HaEdah, This is the thingwhich HASHEM commanded to be done.
6AndMoshe brought Aharon and his Banim, and immersed themwithmayim.
7And he put upon him the Kesones,* and girded himwith the Avnet (Sash), and clothed

him with the Me'il (Robe), and put the Ephod upon him, and he girded him with the
Cheishev (Belt) of the Ephod, and fastened it unto him therewith.

8And he put the Choshen (Breastplate) upon him; also he put in the Choshen the Urim
and the Tummim.

9 And he put the Mitznefet (Turban) upon his head; also upon the Mitznefet (Turban)
toward his face did he put the Tzitz HaZahav, the Nezer Hakodesh (Holy Diadem); as
HASHEM commandedMoshe.

10AndMoshe took the ShemenHaMishchah, andanointed theMishkan (Tabernacle)and
all that was therein and he set them apart as kodesh.

11Andhe sprinkled thereof upon theMizbe'ach seven times, andanointed theMizbe'ach
and all its utensils, both the Kiyor (Laver) and its stand, to set them apart as kodesh.

12And he poured of the ShemenHaMishchah upon Aharonʼs head, and anointed him, to
set him apart as kodesh.

13And Moshe brought the Bnei Aharon, and put Kuttonot upon them, and girded them
with Sashes, and put Migba'ot (headbands) upon them; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

14And he brought the bull for the chattat (sin offering); and Aharon and his Banim laid
their hands upon the head of the bull for the chattat (sin offering).

15And he slaughtered (shachat) it; and Moshe took the dahm, and put it upon the horns
of the Mizbe'ach around with his forefinger, and purified the Mizbe'ach, and poured the
dahm at the base of the Mizbe'ach, and set it apart as kodesh, to make kapporah for it.

16Andhe tookall thechelev (fat) thatwasupon the innards, and thediaphragmabove the
liver, and the two kidneys, and their chelev (fat), andMoshe burned it upon theMizbe'ach.

17 But the bull, and its hide, its basar, and its dung, he burned with eish outside the
machaneh; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

18And he brought the ram for the olah (burnt offering); and Aharon and his Banim laid
their hands upon the head of the ram.

19And he slaughtered (shachat) it; and Moshe sprinkled the dahm upon the Mizbe'ach
around.

20And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moshe burned the head, and the pieces, and the
chelev (fat).

21And he washed the innards and the legs in mayim; andMoshe burned the whole ram
upon the Mizbe'ach; it was an olah for a re'ach nicho'ach, and an offering made by eish
unto HASHEM; just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

22And he brought the other ram, the ram of ordination; and Aharon and his Banim laid
their hands upon the head of the ram.

23And he slaughtered (shachat) it; andMoshe took of the dahm of it, and put it upon the
lobe of Aharonʼs right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the bohen of
his right foot.

24 And he brought Aharonʼs Banim, and Moshe put of the dahm upon the lobe of their
right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the bohen of their right feet:
andMoshe sprinkled the dahm upon theMizbe'ach around.

* 8:7 See Yn 19:23



VAYIKRA 8:25 113 VAYIKRA 9:12

25 And he took the chelev (fat), and the tail, and all the chelev (fat) that was upon the
innards, and the diaphragm above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their chelev (fat),
and the right thigh:

26And out of the basket of matzot, that was before HASHEM, he took one challat matzot,
and a loaf of oiled lechem, and one wafer, and put them on the chalavim, and upon the
right thigh:

27 And he put all upon Aharonʼs hands, and upon the hands of his Banim, and waved
them for a tenufah (wave offering) before HASHEM.

28And Moshe took them from off their hands, and burned them on the Mizbe'ach upon
the olah (burnt offering); they were ordination offerings for a re'ach nicho'ach; it is an
offeringmade by eish unto HASHEM.

29AndMoshe took the breast, andwaved it for a tenufah before HASHEM: it wasMosheʼs
share of the ram of ordination; just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

30 And Moshe took of the shemen hamishchah, and of the dahm which was upon the
Mizbe'ach, and sprinkled it upon Aharon, and upon his garments, and upon his Banim,
and upon the garments of his Banimwith him; and he set apart as kodesh Aharon, and his
garments, and his Banim, and the garments of his Banimwith him.

31And Moshe said unto Aharon and to his Banim, Cook the basar at the entrance of the
Ohel Mo'ed: and there eat it with the lechem that is in the basket of ordination offerings,
as I commanded, saying, Aharon and his Banim shall eat it.

32And that which remaineth of the basar and of the lechem shall ye burn with eish.
33And ye shall not go out of the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed in seven days, until the days

of your ordination be at an end: for seven days shall he fill your hand.†
34 As he hath done this day, so HASHEM hath commanded to do, to make kapporah for

you.
35Therefore shall ye abide at the entrance of the OhelMo'ed yomamvalailah seven days

and be shomer over the mishmeret (charge) of HASHEM, that ye die not: for so I have been
commanded.

36 So Aharon and his Banim did all things which HASHEM commanded by the hand of
Moshe.

9
[SHEMINI]

1And it come to pass on yomhashemini, thatMoshe called toAharon andhis Banim, and
the Ziknei Yisroel;

2And he said unto Aharon, Take thee a young calf for a chattat (sin offering), and a ram
for an olah (burnt offering), temimim (without blemish), and offer them before HASHEM.

3Andunto theBnei Yisroel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a sa'ir izzim (male goat) for a
chattat (sin offering); and a calf and a keves (lamb), both of the first year, temimim (without
blemish), for an olah;

4Also a bull and a ram for shelamim (peace offerings), to sacrifice before HASHEM; and a
minchahmixed with shemen; for today HASHEMwill appear unto you.

5 And they brought that which Moshe commanded before the Ohel Mo'ed; and kol
HaEdah drew near and stood before HASHEM.

6 And Moshe said, This is the thing which HASHEM commanded that ye should do; and
the kavod HASHEM shall appear unto you.

7AndMoshe saiduntoAharon, Gounto theMizbe'ach, andoffer thy chattat (sinoffering),
and thy olah (burnt offering), andmake kapporah for thyself, and for the people; and offer
the korban of the people, andmake kapporah for them; just as HASHEM commanded.

8 Aharon therefore went unto the Mizbe'ach, and slaughtered (shachat) the calf of the
chattat (sin offering), which was for himself.

9 And the Bnei Aharon brought the dahm unto him; and he dipped his forefinger in
the dahm, and put it upon the horns of the Mizbe'ach, and poured out the dahm at the
foundation of the Mizbe'ach;

10But the chelev (fat), and the kidneys, and the diaphragm with the liver of the chattat
(sin offering), he burned upon theMizbe'ach; just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

11And the basar and the hide he burned with eish outside themachaneh.
12Andhe slaughtered (shachat) the olah (burnt offering); and the Bnei Aharon presented

unto him the dahm, which he sprinkled around upon theMizbe'ach.

† 8:33 shall he fill your hand consecrate you in ordination as kohanim
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13And they presented the olah (burnt offering)unto him,with the pieces thereof, and the
head; and he burned them upon theMizbe'ach.

14 And he did wash the innards and the legs, and burned them upon the olah (burnt
offering) on theMizbe'ach.

15And he brought the korban HaAm (the offering of the people), and took the goat of the
chattat (sin offering) for the people, and slaughtered (shachat) it, and offered it for sin, as
before.

16And he brought the olah (burnt offering), and offered it in the prescribed way.
17 And he brought the minchah, and took a handful thereof, and burned it upon the

Mizbe'ach, in addition to the olah of the boker.
18 He slaughtered (shachat) also the bull and the ram for a zevach which was for the

people; and the Bnei Aharon presented unto him the dahm, which he sprinkled upon the
Mizbe'ach around,

19 And the chalavim (fat portions) of the bull and of the ram, the tail, and that which
covereth the innards, and the kidneys, and the diaphragm above the liver;

20And they put the chalavim (fat) upon the breasts, and he burned the chalavim upon
theMizbe'ach;

21And the breasts and the right thigh Aharonwaved for a tenufah (wave offering) before
HASHEM; just as Moshe commanded.

22 And Aharon lifted up his hand toward the people, and pronounced a bracha upon
them, and came down from offering of the chattat (sin offering), and the olah (burnt
offering), and shelamim (peace offerings).

23And Moshe and Aharon went into the Ohel Mo'ed, and came out, and pronounced a
bracha over the people; and the kavod HASHEM appeared unto kol HaAm.

24And there came an eish out from before HASHEM, and consumed upon the Mizbe'ach
the olah (burnt offering) and the chalavim (fat portions); which when all the people saw,
they shouted, and fell on their faces.

10
1AndNadav and Avihu, the bnei Aharon, each took his censer, and put eish therein, and

put ketoret (incense) thereon, and offered eish zarah (strange, unauthorized fire) before
HASHEM, which He commanded them not.

2And there went out eish (fire) from the presence of HASHEM, and devoured them, and
they died before HASHEM.

3ThenMoshe said unto Aharon, This is it that HASHEM spoke, saying, I will showMyself
kadosh among them that come near Me, and before kol HaAm (all the People) I will be
honored. And Aharon was silent.

4 And Moshe called Mishael and Eltzaphan, the bnei Uzziel the dod (uncle) of Aharon,
and said unto them, Comenear, carry your brethren frombefore the Kodesh to the outside
of themachaneh.

5 So they went near, and carried them in the kuttanot of them out of the machaneh; as
Moshe had said.

6 And Moshe said unto Aharon, and unto El'azar and unto Itamar, his banim, Don't
uncover your head, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon kol
HaEdah; but let yourbrethren, thekolBais Yisroel, bewail theburningwhichHASHEMhath
kindled.

7And ye shall not go out from the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed, lest ye die; for the shemen
mishchat (anointing oil) of HASHEM is upon you. And they did according to the word of
Moshe.

8And HASHEM spoke unto Aharon, saying,
9Donot drink yayin nor strong drink, thou, nor thy banimwith thee, when ye go into the

Ohel Mo'ed, lest ye die; it shall be chukkat olam throughout your generations;
10 And that ye may put difference between kodesh and chol (common, profane), and

between tameh (unclean) and tahor (clean);
11 And that ye may teach the Bnei Yisroel all the chukkim which HASHEM hath spoken

unto them by the hand of Moshe.
12AndMoshe spoke unto Aharon, and unto El'azar and unto Itamar, his banim thatwere

left, Take the minchah that remaineth of the offerings of HASHEMmade by eish, and eat it
unleavened etzel [Mishlei 8:30 beside] the Mizbe'ach; for it is kodesh kodashim;

13And ye shall eat it in themakom kadosh, because it is the chok (share, portion) of thee
and thy banim, of the sacrifices of HASHEMmade by eish; for so I am commanded.



VAYIKRA 10:14 115 VAYIKRA 11:24

14And the breast of the waving and raised up thigh shall ye eat in a makom tahor; thou,
and thy banim, and thy banot with thee; for they are thy chok, and the chok of thy banim,
which are given out of the zevakhim of shelamim (peace offerings) of the Bnei Yisroel.

15 The raised-up thigh and the breast of the waving shall they bring with the offerings
made by eish of the chalavim (fat portions), to wave it for a wave offering before HASHEM;
and it shall be thine, and unto thy banim with thee, by a chok olam (portion forever); as
HASHEM hath commanded.

16AndMoshe diligently inquired about the se'ir of the chattat, and, hinei, it was burned
up; and he was angry with El'azar and Itamar, the bnei Aharon which were left alive,
saying,

17 Why have ye not eaten the chattat in the makom hakodesh, seeing it is kodesh
kodashim, and G-d hath given it you to bear away the avon HaEdah, to make kapporah
for them before HASHEM?

18Since the dahmof itwasnot brought inwithinHaKodesh, ye should indeedhave eaten
it in the Kodesh, as I commanded.

19And Aharon said unto Moshe, See, today have they offered their chattat (sin offering)
and their olah (burnt offering) before HASHEM; and such things have befallen me; and if I
had eaten the chattat today, should it have been accepted in the sight of HASHEM?

20AndwhenMoshe heard that, he was satisfied.

11
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and to Aharon, saying unto them,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all

the beasts that are on ha'aretz.
3Whatsoever spliteth the hoof, and separateth into double hooves, and cheweth the cud,

among the behemah (animals), that shall ye eat.
4Nevertheless these shall yenot eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that separateth

the hoof; as the gamal (camel), because he cheweth the cud, but separateth not the hoof;
he is tamei unto you.

5And the rock badger: he cheweth the cud, but separateth not the hoof; he is tamei unto
you.

6And thearnevet, becausehe cheweth the cud, but separatethnot thehoof; he is temeiah
(unclean) unto you.

7 And the chazir (swine), though he separate the hoof, and be separated into double
hooves, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is tamei to you.

8Of their basar shall ye not eat, and their nevelah shall ye not touch; they are temei'im
(unclean ones) to you.

9 These shall ye eat of all that are in the mayim; whatsoever hath fins and scales in the
mayim, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat.

10 And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that swarm
in the mayim, and of any nefesh hachayyah which is in the mayim, they shall be sheketz
(abomination, detestable) unto you;

11 They shall be even sheketz unto you; ye shall not eat of their basar, but ye shall have
their nevelah in sheketz.

12Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in themayim, that shall be sheketz unto you.
13And these are they which ye shall have in sheketz among the fowls; they shall not be

eaten, they are sheketz: the nesher (eagle), and the vulture, and the white-tailed eagle,
14And the da'ah (kite), and the black kite after its kind;
15Every orev (raven) after its kind;
16And the ostrich, and the screech owl, and the seagull, and the hawk after its kind,
17And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,
18And the white owl, and the pelican, and the osprey,
19And the stork, the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat.
20All flying insects that creep, going upon all fours, shall be sheketz unto you.
21 Yet these may ye eat of every winged insect that goeth upon all fours, which have

jumping legs above their feet, to hop withal upon ha'aretz;
22Even these of them ye may eat: the arbeh (locust) after its kind, and the katydid after

its kind, and the cricket after its kind, and the grasshopper after its kind.
23But all other winged insects, which have four feet, shall be sheketz unto you.
24And for these ye shall be temei'im; whosoever toucheth the nevelah of them shall be

tamei until erev.
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25Andwhosoeverpickupanyof thenevelahof themshallwashhis clothes, andbe tamei
until erev.

26 Every beast which spliteth the hooves, and is not completely split, nor cheweth the
cud, are temei'im unto you; every one that toucheth them shall be tamei.

27Andwhatsoever goeth upon its paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all fours,
those are temei'im unto you; whosoever toucheth their nevelah shall be tamei until erev.

28 And he that beareth the nevelah of them shall wash his clothes, and be tamei until
erev; they are temei'im unto you.

29Thesealso shall be tameiuntoyouamong the creeping things that creepuponha'aretz:
the weasel, and the rat, and the great lizard after its kind,

30 And the gecko, and the land crocodile, and the skink, and the lizard, and the
chameleon.

31 These are temei'im to you among all that creep; whosoever doth touch them, when
they be dead, shall be tamei until erev.

32Andwhatsoever of them,when they are dead, doth fall on something, it shall be tamei;
whether it be any vessel of wood, or cloth, or hide, or sackcloth, whatsoever vessel it be,
wherein anymelachah (work) is done, itmust beput intomayim, and it shall be tamei until
erev; then it shall be tahor (clean).

33Andevery clay vessel, whereinto anyof them falleth,whatsoever is in it shall be tamei;
and ye shall break it.

34Of all okhel which may be eaten, that on which such mayim cometh shall be tamei;
and all mashkeh that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be tamei.

35And everything whereupon any part of their nevelah falleth shall be tamei; whether
it be oven, or stove, they shall be broken; for they are temei'im and shall be temei'im unto
you.

36Nevertheless a springor cistern,wherein there is amikvehmayim (collectionofwater)
shall be tahor; but that which toucheth their nevelah shall be tamei.

37And if any part of their nevelah fall upon any zera for sowing which is to be sown, it
shall be tahor.

38 But if any mayim be put upon the zera, and any part of their nevelah fall thereon, it
shall be tamei unto you.

39 And if any behemah, of which ye may eat, die, he that toucheth the nevelah thereof
shall be tamei until erev.

40And he that eateth of the nevelah of it shall wash his clothes, and be tamei until erev;
he also that picketh up the nevelah of it shall wash his clothes, and be tamei until erev.

41And every creeping thing that creepeth upon ha'aretz shall be sheketz; it shall not be
eaten.

42Whatsoever goethupon the belly, andwhatsoever goethuponall fours, orwhatsoever
hath marbeh raglayim (many feet) among all creeping things that creep upon ha'aretz,
them ye shall not eat; for they are sheketz.

43Ye shall notmakeyournefashot sheketzwith any creeping thing that creepeth, neither
shall ye make yourselves tamei with them, that ye should bemade tamei thereby.

44 For I am HASHEM Eloheichem; ye shall therefore set yourselves apart as kadosh, and
ye shall be kedoshim; for I amkadosh; neither shall yemake your nefashot tameiwith any
manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon ha'aretz.

45For I amHASHEM that bringeth you up out of EretzMitzrayim, to be for you as Elohim:
ye shall therefore be kedoshim, for I am kadosh.

46 This is the torah concerning the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature
that moveth in themayim, and of every creature that creepeth upon ha'aretz;

47 To make a divide* between the tamei and the tahor, and between the beast that may
be and the beast that may not be eaten.

12
[TAZRIA]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, If an isha have conceived, and born a zachar, then

she shall be temeiah shivat yamim; according to the yamim of the niddah (menstruation
separation) for her infirmity shall she be temeiah (unclean).

3 And in the yom hashemini the basar of his arel (uncircumcision, foreskin) shall be
circumcised.
* 11:47 lehavdil; to make a distinction, separation
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4 And shloshim yom ushloshet she shall then remain in demei tohorah (blood of her
purifying, i.e., period in which she would be unclean); she shall touch no kodesh, nor enter
theMikdash, until the yamei of her tohorah be fulfilled.

5 But if she bear a nekevah, then she shall be temeiah two weeks, as in her niddah
(separation); and she shall remain in the blood of her tohorah sixty-six days.

6Andwhen the yemei tohorah are fulfilled, for a ben, or for a bat, she shall bring a keves
of the first year for an olah, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a chattat (sin offering),
unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed unto the kohen;

7Whoshall offer it beforeHASHEM, andmakekapporah forher; and she shall be cleansed
from the issue of her dahm. This is the torah for her that hath born a zachar or a nekevah.

8And if she be not able to afford to bring a seh, then she shall bring two turtledoves, or
two young pigeons; the one for an olah, and the other for a chattat; and the kohen shall
make kapporah for her, and she shall be teherah (clean).*

13
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and Aharon, saying,
2When aman shall have in the skin of his basar a swelling, a scab, or bright spot, and it

be in the skin of his basar like the nega tzara'at; then he shall be brought unto Aharon the
kohen, or unto one of his Banim the kohanim;

3 And the kohen shall examine the nega in the skin of the basar; and when hair in the
nega is turnedwhite, and the nega in appearance be deeper than the skin of his basar, it is
a nega tzara'at; and the kohen shall examine him, and pronounce him tamei.

4 If the bright spot be white in the skin of his basar, and in appearance be not deeper
than the skin, and the hair thereof be not turned white, then the kohen shall quarantine
him that hath the nega shivat yamim;

5 And the kohen shall examine him on the yom hashevi'i; and, hinei, if the nega in his
sight be unchanged, and the nega spread not in the skin; then the kohen shall quarantine
him another shivat yamim;

6 And the kohen shall examine him again on the yom hashevi'i; and, hinei, if the nega
be somewhat faded, and the nega spread not in the skin, the kohen shall pronounce him
tahor; it is but a scab; and he shall wash his clothes, and be tahor.

7But if the scab spreadmuch abroad in the skin, after that he hath shown himself to the
kohen for his tohorah, he shall appear before the kohen again.

8 And if the kohen see that, hinei, the scab spreadeth in the skin, then the kohen shall
pronounce him tamei; it is a tzara'at.

9When the nega tzara'at is in aman, then he shall be brought unto the kohen;
10And the kohen shall examine him; and, hinei, if the swelling be white in the skin, and

it have turned the hair white, and there be raw basar in the swelling;
11 It is an old tzara'at in the skin of his basar, and the kohen shall pronounce him tamei,

and shall not quarantine him; for he is tamei.
12And if a tzara'at break out abroad in the skin, and the tzara'at cover all the skin of him

that hath the nega from his head even to his foot, wheresoever the kohen looketh,
13Then the kohen shall consider; and, hinei, if the tzara'at have covered all his basar, he

shall pronounce him tahor that hath the nega; it is all turned white; he is tahor.
14But on the day when raw basar appeareth in him, he shall be tamei.
15 And the kohen shall see the raw basar, and pronounce him to be tamei; for the raw

basar is tamei; it is a tzara'at.
16 Or if the raw basar turn again, and be changed unto white, he shall come unto the

kohen;
17 And the kohen shall see him; and, hinei, if the nega be turned into white, then the

kohen shall pronounce him tahor that hath the nega; he is tahor.
18The basar also, in which, even in the skin thereof, was a boil, and is healed,
19 And in the place of the boil there be a white swelling, or a bright spot, white, and

somewhat reddish, and it be shown to the kohen;
20And if, when the kohenexamine it, hinei, it be in appearancedeeper than the skin, and

the hair thereof be turnedwhite; the kohen shall pronounce him tamei; it is a nega tzara'at
broken out of the boil.

21But if the kohen examine it, and, hinei, there be no white hair therein, and if it be not
deeper than the skin, but be somewhat faded, then the kohen shall quarantine him shivat
yamim;

* 12:8 See Lk 2:24 regarding this chapter and on howMoshiach was first brought to the Beis Hamikdash
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22And if it spread much abroad in the skin, then the kohen shall pronounce him tamei;
it is a nega.

23But if the bright spot stay in its place, and spreadnot, it is a burningboil; and the kohen
shall pronounce him tahor.

24Or if there be any basar, in the skin whereof there is a hot burning, and the raw basar
that burneth have a white bright spot, somewhat reddish, or white,

25 Then the kohen shall examine it; and, hinei, if the hair in the bright spot be turned
white, and it be in appearance deeper than the skin, it is a tzara'at broken out of the
burning; therefore the kohen shall pronounce him tamei; it is the nega tzara'at.

26But if the kohen examine it, and, hinei, there be nowhite hair in the bright spot, and it
be no deeper than the other skin, but be dim, then the kohen shall quarantine him shivat
yamim;

27 And the kohen shall examine him on the yom hashevi'i; and if it be spread much
abroad in the skin, then the kohen shall pronounce him tamei; it is the nega tzara'at.

28And if the bright spot stay in its place, and spread not in the skin, but it be dim, it is a
swelling of the burn, and the kohen shall pronounce him tahor; for it is an inflammation
of the burning.

29 If an ish or isha have a nega upon the head or the chin,
30Then the kohen shall examine the nega, and, hinei, if it be in appearance deeper than

the skin, and there be in it a yellow thin hair, then the kohen shall pronounce him tamei; it
is a scale, even a tzara'at upon the head or chin.

31 And if the kohen examine the nega of the scale, and, hinei, it be not in appearance
deeper than the skin, and that there is no black hair in it, then the kohen shall quarantine
him that hath the nega of the scale shivat yamim;

32 And in the yom hashevi'i the kohen shall examine the nega; and, hinei, if the scale
spread not, and there be in it no yellow hair, and the scale be not in appearance deeper
than the skin,

33He shall be shaven, but the scale shall he not shave; and the kohen shall quarantine
him that hath the scale another shivat yamim;

34And in the yom hashevi'i the kohen shall examine the scale; and, hinei, if the scale be
not spread in the skin, nor be in appearance deeper than the skin, then the kohen shall
pronounce him tahor; and he shall wash his clothes, and be tahor.

35But if the scale spreadmuch in the skin after his tohorah,
36 Then the kohen shall examine him; and, hinei, if the scale be spread in the skin, the

kohen need not seek for yellow hair; he is tamei.
37But if the scalebe inhis sightunchanged, and that there is blackhair grownup therein;

the scale is healed, he is tahor; and the kohen shall pronounce him tahor.
38 If an ish also or an isha have in the skin of their basar bright spots, even white bright

spots,
39Then the kohen shall examine; and, hinei, if the bright spots in the skin of their basar

be faint white, it is a bohak spot that groweth in the skin; he is tahor.
40And themanwhose hair is fallen off his head, he is bald; yet is he tahor.
41Andhe thathathhishair fallenoff fromthe front ofhis scalp, he is baldat the forehead;

yet is he tahor.
42And if there be in the bald head, or bald forehead, a white reddish nega, it is a tzara'at

breaking out in his bald head, or his bald forehead.
43Then thekohen shall examine it; and, hinei, if the swellingof thenegabewhite reddish

in his bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the tzara'at appeareth in the skin of the basar,
44He is an ish tzaru'a, he is tamei; the kohen shall pronounce himutterly tamei; his nega

is in his head.
45And the tzaru'a in whom the nega is, his clothes shall be torn, and his head bare, and

he shall put a covering upon his lower face, and shall cry, Tamei! Tamei!
46All the days wherein the nega shall be in him he shall be tamei; he is tamei; he shall

live alone; outside themachaneh shall his moshav be.
47When a garment has the nega tzara'at in it, whether it be a wool garment, or a linen

garment;
48Whether it be in the warp, or woof; of linen, or of wool; whether in a leather, or in

anythingmade of leather;
49And if the nega be greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the leather, either in the

warp, or in thewoof, or in any thing of leather, it is a nega tzara'at, and shall be shownunto
the kohen;
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50 And the kohen shall examine the nega, and quarantine it that hath the nega shivat
yamim;

51 And he shall examine the nega on the yom hashevi'i; if the nega be spread in the
garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in a leather, or in any work that is made
of leather, the nega is a malignant tzara'at; it is tamei.

52He shall therefore burn that garment, whether warp or woof, in wool or in linen, or
any thing of leather, wherein the nega is; for it is amalignant tzara'at; it shall be burned in
the eish.

53 And if the kohen shall examine, and, hinei, the nega be not spread in the garment,
either in the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of leather,

54 Then the kohen shall command that they wash the thing wherein the nega is, and he
shall quarantine it another shivat yamim;

55And the kohen shall examine the nega, after that it is washed; and, hinei, if the nega
has not changed its appearance, and the nega be not spread, it is tamei; thou shalt burn it
in the eish; whether the eating away hath brought bareness in the front or back.

56And if the kohen examine, and, hinei, the nega be somewhat faded after the washing
of it, then he shall tear it out of the garment, or out of the leather, or out of thewarp, or out
of the woof;

57And if it appear still in the garment, either in the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing
of leather, it is a spreading nega; thou shalt burn that wherein the nega is with eish.

58 And the garment, either warp, or woof, or whatsoever thing of leather it be, which
thou shalt wash, if the nega be departed from them, then it shall be washed the second
time, and shall be tahor.

59This is the torah of the nega tzara'at in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp,
or woof, or any thing of leather, to pronounce it tahor, or to pronounce it tamei.

14
[METZORA]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 This shall be the torat hametzora in the yom of his tohorah: he shall be brought unto

the kohen;
3And the kohen shall go forth outside themachaneh; and the kohen shall examine, and,

hinei, if the nega tzara'at be healed in the afflicted person,
4Then shall the kohen command to take for him that is to be cleansed twobirds alive and

tehorot (clean ones), and cedar wood, and scarlet thread, and hyssop;
5 And the kohen shall command that one of the birds be shachat in a clay vessel over

mayim chayyim (runningwater);
6As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet thread, and

the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the dahm of the bird that was killed
(shachat) over themayim chayyim (runningwater);

7And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be made tahor from the tzara'at seven times,
and shall pronounce him tahor, and shall release the living bird into the open field.

8 And he that is to be made tahor shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his hair,
and wash himself in mayim, that he may be tahor; and after that he shall come into the
machaneh, and shall wait outside of his ohel seven days.

9But it shall be on the yom hashevi'i, that he shall shave all his hair off his head and his
beard and his eyebrows, even all his hair he shall shave off; and he shall wash his clothes,
also he shall wash his basar inmayim, and he shall be tahor.

10And on the yom hashemini he shall take two kevasim temimim and one ewe lamb of
the first year temimah, and three tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a minchah, mixed
with shemen, and one log of shemen.

11And the kohen who purifies shall present the ish that is to be made tahor, and those
things, before HASHEM, at the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed;

12And the kohen shall take one keves (lamb), and sacrifice him for an asham (trespass
offering), and the log of shemen, and wave them for a tenufah (wave offering) before
HASHEM;

13 And he shall slaughter (shachat) the keves in the place where he shall slaughter
(shachat) the chattat (sin offering) and the olah (burnt offering), in the mekom hakodesh;
for as the chattat (sin offering) belongs to the kohen, so does the asham (trespass offering);
it is kodesh kodashim;
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14And the kohen shall take some of the dahm of the asham (trespass offering), and the
kohen shall put it upon the lobe of the right ear of him that is to be made tahor, and upon
the thumb of his right hand, and upon the bohen of his right foot;

15And the kohen shall take some of the log of shemen, and pour it into the palm of his
own left hand;

16And the kohen shall dip his right forefinger in the shemen that is in his left hand, and
shall sprinkle of the shemenwith his forefinger seven times before HASHEM;

17And of the rest of the shemen that is in his hand shall the kohen put upon the lobe of
the right ear of him that is to be made tahor, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and
upon the bohen of his right foot, upon the dahm of the asham (trespass offering);

18 And the remnant of the shemen that is in the kohenʼs hand he shall pour upon the
head of him that is to be made tahor; and the kohen shall make kapporah for him before
HASHEM.

19And the kohen shall offer the chattat (sin offering), andmake kapporah for him that is
to bemade tahor fromhis tumah (uncleanness); andafterwardhe shall slaughter (shachat)
the olah (burnt offering);

20 And the kohen shall offer the olah (burnt offering) and the minchah upon the
Mizbe'ach; and the kohen shall make kapporah for him, and he shall be tahor.

21 And if he be poor, and cannot afford otherwise, then he shall take one keves for an
asham (trespass offering) to be waved, to make kapporah for him, and one tenth of an
ephah of fine flourmixed with shemen for aminchah, and a log of shemen;

22And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, such as he is able to afford; and the one
shall be a chattat (sin offering), and the other an olah (burnt offering).

23And he shall bring them on the yom hashemini for his tohorah unto the kohen, unto
the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed before HASHEM.

24And the kohen shall take the keves (lamb) of the asham (trespass offering), and the log
of shemen, and the kohen shall wave them for a tenufah (wave offering) before HASHEM;

25 And he shall slaughter (shachat) the keves of the asham (trespass offering), and the
kohen shall take some of the dahm of the asham (trespass offering), and put it upon the
lobe of the right ear of him that is to bemade tahor, and upon the thumb of his right hand,
and upon the bohen of his right foot;

26And the kohen shall pour of the shemen into the palm of his own left hand;
27And the kohen shall sprinklewith his right forefinger some of the shemen that is in his

left hand seven times before HASHEM;
28And the kohen shall put of the shemen that is in his hand upon the lobe of the right ear

of him that is tomade tahor, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the bohen of
his right foot, upon themekom (place) of the dahm of the asham (trespass offering);

29And the rest of the shemen that is in the kohenʼs hand he shall put upon the head of
him that is to bemade tahor, to make kapporah for him before HASHEM.

30And he shall sacrifice the one of the torim (turtledoves), or of the young pigeons, such
as he can afford;

31 Even such as he is able to afford, the one for a chattat (sin offering), and the other for
an olah, with theminchah; and the kohen shall make kapporah for him that is to bemade
tahor before HASHEM.

32 This is the torah of him in whom is the nega tzara'at, who cannot afford that which
pertaineth to his tohorah (cleansing).

33And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
34Whenye be come into Eretz Kena'an,which I give to you for a possession, and I put the

nega tzara'at in a bais of the eretz of your possession;
35And he that owneth the bais shall come and tell the kohen, saying, It seemeth to me

there is as it were a nega (plague) in the bais;
36Then the kohen shall command that they empty the bais, before the kohen go into it to

examine the nega, that all that is in the bais be not made tamei; and afterward the kohen
shall go in to examine the bais,

37And he shall examine the nega, and, hinei, if the nega be in the walls of the bais with
depressions, greenish or reddish, which in appearance are deeper than the surface of the
wall,

38Then the kohen shall go out of the bais to the entrance of the bais, and quarantine the
bais seven days;

39And the kohen shall come again the yom hashevi'i, and shall inspect; and, hinei, if the
nega be spread in the walls of the bais,
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40 Then the kohen shall command that they tear down the stones in which the nega is,
and they shall throw them into amakom tamei outside the town;

41And he shall cause the bais to be scraped within around, and they shall pour out the
afar (dust) that they scrape off outside the town into amakom tamei;

42 And they shall take other stones, and make them replace those stones; and he shall
take other mortar, and shall plaster the bais.

43And if the nega come again, and break out in the bais, after that he hath taken away
the stones, and after he hath scraped the bais, and after it is plastered,

44Then the kohen shall come and inspect, and, hinei, if the nega be spread in the bais, it
is a malignant tzara'at in the bais; it is tamei.

45 And he shall tear down the bais, the stones of it, and the timber thereof, and all the
mortar of the bais; and he shall carry them forth out of the town into amakom tamei.

46Moreover he that goeth into the bais all the while that it is quarantined shall be tamei
until erev.

47And he that reclineth in the bais shall wash his clothes; and he that eateth in the bais
shall wash his clothes.

48And if the kohen shall come in, and examine it, and, hinei, the nega hath not spread in
thebais, after thebaiswasplastered, then thekohenshall pronounce thebais tahor (clean),
because the nega is healed.

49And he shall take to purify the bais two birds, and cedarwood, and scarlet thread, and
hyssop;

50 And he shall kill (shachat) the one of the birds in a clay vessel over mayim chayyim
(runningwater);

51Andhe shall take the cedarwood, and thehyssop, and the scarlet thread, and the living
bird, anddip themin thedahmof the slainbird, and in themayimchayyim (runningwater),
and sprinkle the bais seven times;

52Andheshall cleanse thebaiswith thedahmof thebird, andwith themayimhachayyim
(running water), and with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with the hyssop,
and with the scarlet thread;

53 But he shall release the living bird outside the town into the open field, and make
kapporah for the bais; and it shall be tahor.

54This is the torah for all manner of nega tzara'at, and nesek (scale, netek),
55And for the tzara'at of a garment, and of a bais,
56And for a swelling, and for a scab, and for a bright spot,
57To teach when it is tamei, and when it is tahor: this is the torat tzara'at.

15
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and to Aharon, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, When any ish hath a discharge from

his basar, because of his discharge he is tamei.
3And this shall be his tumah (uncleanness) in his discharge: whether his basar runwith

his discharge, or his basar has stopped from his discharge, it is his tumah (uncleanness).
4Every bed,whereonhe lieth that hath the discharge, is tamei; and everything,whereon

he sitteth, shall be tamei.
5Andwhosoever toucheth his bed shall immerse his garments, and immerse himself in

mayim, and be tamei until the erev.
6And he that sitteth on any thing whereon he sat that hath the discharge shall immerse

his garments, and immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.
7 And he that toucheth the basar of him that hath the discharge shall immerse his

garments, and immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.
8And if he that hath the discharge spit upon him that is tahor, then he shall immerse his

garments, and immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.
9Andwhatsoever riding seat he rideth upon that hath the discharge shall be tamei.
10And whosoever toucheth anything that was under him shall be tamei until the erev;

and he that picks up any of those things shall immerse his garments, and immerse himself
in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.

11And whomsoever he toucheth that hath the discharge, and hath not rinsed his hands
in mayim, he shall immerse his garments, and immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei
until the erev.

12And the clay pottery, that he toucheth which hath the discharge, shall be broken; and
every wooden vessel shall be rinsed inmayim.
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13 And when he that hath a discharge is made tahor of his discharge; then he shall
number to himself seven days for his tohorah (cleansing), and immerse his garments, and
immerse his basar in runningmayim, and shall be tahor.

14And on the yom shemini he shall take to him two turtledoves, or two young pigeons,
and come before HASHEM unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed, and give them unto the
kohen;

15 And the kohen shall sacrifice them, the one for a chattat, and the other for an olah
(burnt offering); and the kohen shall make kapporah for him before HASHEM for his
discharge.

16And if any ish,* if his shikhvat zera (emission of semen) go out from him, then he shall
immerse his entire body inmayim, and be tamei until the erev.

17And every garment, and every skin, whereon is the shikhvat zera, shall be immersed
withmayim, and be tamei until the erev.

18 The isha also with whom ish shall lie with shikhvat zera, they shall both immerse
themselves inmayim, and be tamei until the erev.

19And if an isha have a discharge, and her discharge in her body be dahm, she shall be
in her state of niddah (state ofmenstrual separation) seven days; andwhosoever toucheth
her shall be tamei until the erev.

20And everything that she lieth upon in her niddah shall be tamei; everything also that
she sitteth upon shall be tamei.

21And whosoever toucheth her bed shall immerse his garments, and immerse himself
in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.

22Andwhosoever toucheth anything that she sat upon shall immerse his garments, and
immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.

23And if it be on her bed, or on any thing whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth it, he
shall be tamei until the erev.

24And if any ish liewith her at all, and her niddah (menstrual flow) be uponhim, he shall
be tamei seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be tamei.

25And if an isha have a discharge of her dahmmany days out of the time of her niddah,
or if it run beyond the time of her niddah, all the days of the discharge of her tumah shall
be as the days of her niddah; she shall be tamei.

26Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of her discharge shall be unto her as the bed
of her niddah; andwhatsoever she sitteth upon shall be tamei, as the tumah of her niddah.

27Andwhosoever toucheth those things shall be tamei, and shall immerse his garments,
and immerse himself in mayim, and be tamei until the erev.

28But if she be tohorah of her discharge, then she shall count to herself seven days, and
after that she shall be tohorah.

29Andon theyomshemini she shall takeuntoher two turtledoves, or twoyoungpigeons,
and bring them unto the kohen, to the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

30 And the kohen shall sacrifice the one for a chattat, and the other for an olah (burnt
offering); and the kohen shall make kapporah for her before HASHEM for the discharge of
her tumah.

31 Thus shall ye separate the Bnei Yisroel from their tumah; that they die not in their
tumah, when they defile MyMishkan that is among them.

32 This is the torah of him that hath a discharge, and of him whose shikhvat zera goeth
from him, and is made tamei therewith;

33And of her that suffers through her niddah, and of him that hath a discharge, of the
zachar, and of the nekevah, and of him that lieth with her that is tameiah.

16
[ACHAREIMOT]

1 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe after the mot of the two Bnei Aharon, when they
approached before HASHEM, and died;

2And HASHEM said untoMoshe, Speak unto Aharon thy brother, that he come not at any
time into HaKodesh within the Parochet (curtain) before the Kapporet, which is upon the
Aron; that he die not; for I will appear in the Anan upon the Kapporet.

3Thus shall Aharon come into HaKodesh: with a young bull for a chattat, and a ram for
an olah (burnt offering).

4 He shall put on the Kesones Bahd Kodesh (holy linen tunic),* and he shall have the

* 15:16 baal keri, a personwith a discharge of semen * 16:4 See Yn 19:23 onMoshiachʼs Kesones, the day kapporah
wasmade by the Kohen L'Olam al Divrati Melki-Tzedek— Ps 110:4



VAYIKRA 16:5 123 VAYIKRA 16:27

Mikhnesei Bahd (linen breeches) upon his basar, and shall be girded with a Avnet Bahd
(linen sash), andwith theMitznefet Bahd (linen turban) shall he be attired; these are Bigdei
Kodesh; therefore shall he immerse his basar inmayim, and so put them on.

5And he shall take of the Adat Bnei Yisroel twomale goats of the goats for a chattat, and
one ram for an olah.

6AndAharon shall offer his bull of the chattat, which is for himself, andmake kapporah
for himself, and for his bais.

7Andhe shall take the two goats, and present thembeforeHASHEM at the entrance of the
Ohel Mo'ed.

8AndAharon shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for HASHEM, and the other lot for
Azazel.

9 And Aharon shall bring the goat upon which HASHEMʼs lot fell, and offer him for a
chattat.

10 But the goat, on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented chai (alive) before
HASHEM, to make kapporah through it, and to let him go for Azazel into themidbar.

11 And Aharon shall bring the bull of the chattat, which is for himself, and shall make
kapporah for himself, and for his bais, and shall slaughter (shachat) the bull of the chattat
which is for himself;

12Andheshall takeamachtah (censer) full ofburningcoals of eish fromofftheMizbe'ach
before HASHEM, and his hands full of ketoret, ground and fragrant, and bring it within the
Parochet (Curtain);

13And he shall put the ketoret upon the eish before HASHEM, that the anan of the ketoret
may cover the Kapporet that is upon the Edut, that he die not;

14And he shall take of the dahm of the bull, and sprinkle it with his forefinger upon the
eastern front of the Kapporet; and before the Kapporet yazzeh (he shall sprinkle) † of the
dahmwith his forefinger seven times.

15Then shall he slaughter (shachat) the goat of the chattat, that is for the Am, and bring
his dahmwithin the Parochet, and do with that dahm as he did with the dahm of the bull,
and sprinkle it upon the Kapporet, and before the Kapporet;

16And he shall make kapporah for HaKodesh, because of the tuma of the Bnei Yisroel,
and because of their peysha'im in all their chattot; and so shall he do for the Ohel Mo'ed,
that remaineth among them in themidst of their tumah.

17And there shall be no adam in the Ohel Mo'ed when he goeth in to make kapporah in
HaKodesh, until he come out, and have made kapporah for himself, and for his bais, and
for kol Kehal Yisroel.

18And he shall go out unto theMizbe'ach that is before HASHEM, andmake kapporah on
it; and shall take of the dahm of the bull, and of the dahm of the goat, and put it upon the
Karnot of the Mizbe'ach around about.

19And he shall sprinkle of the dahmupon it with his forefinger seven times, andmake it
tahor, and set it apart as kodesh from the tumah of the Bnei Yisroel.

20Andwhen he hath finishedmaking kapporah for HaKodesh, and the Ohel Mo'ed, and
theMizbe'ach, he shall bring the live goat;

21And Aharon shall lay both his hands upon the rosh (head) of the live goat, v'hitvaddah
(and confess) over him kol avonot Bnei Yisroel, and all their peysha'im in all their chattot,
putting them upon the rosh of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a
designatedman into themidbar;

22 And the goat nasah‡(shall carry) upon him all their avonot unto an eretz gezerah
(uninhabited, solitary place); and he shall release the goat in themidbar.

23AndAharonshall come into theOhelMo'ed, andshall putoff the linengarments,which
he put on when he went into HaKodesh, and shall leave them there;

24 And he shall wash his basar with mayim in the Makom Kadosh, and put on his
garments, come out, and offer his olah and the olah of HaAm, and make kapporah for
himself, and for HaAm.

25And the chelev of the chattat shall he burn upon theMizbe'ach.
26And he that released the goat for Azazel shall immerse his garments and immerse his

basar inmayim, and afterward come into themachaneh.
27And the bull for the chattat, and the goat for the chattatwhose dahmwas brought in to

make kapporah in HaKodesh, shall one carry forth outside the machaneh; and they shall
burn in the eish their hides, and their basar, and their dung.

† 16:14 See Isa 52:15 for Moshiachʼs world-wide sprinkling ‡ 16:22 see Isa 53:12
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28 And he that burneth them shall immerse his garments, and immerse his basar in
mayim, and afterward he shall come into themachaneh.

29 And this shall be a chukkat olam (eternal decree) unto you: that in the Chodesh
HaShevi'i, on the tenth day of the chodesh, ye shall afflict your nefashot, and do no
melachah at all, whether it be ezrach (native) or the ger that sojourneth among you:

30For on that day shall the kohenmake kapporah for you, tomake you tahor, that yemay
be tahor from all your chattot before HASHEM.

31 It shall be a Shabbat Shabbaton unto you, and ye shall afflict your nefashot, by a
chukkat olam.

32And the kohen, who has been anointed orwho has been given authority tominister as
a kohen in place of his father, shall make kapporah, and shall put on the linen garments,
even the Bigdei Hakodesh;

33And he shall make kapporah for theMikdash HaKodesh, and he shall make kapporah
for the Ohel Mo'ed, and for the Mizbe'ach, and he shall make kapporah for the kohanim,
and for kol AmHaKahal.

34And this shall be a chukkat olam unto you, to make kapporah for the Bnei Yisroel for
all their chattat once a year. And he did as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

17
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto Aharon, and unto his banim, and unto all the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto

them: This is the thing which HASHEM hath commanded, saying,
3Whatman soever there be of Bais Yisroel, that sacrificeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the

machaneh, or that sacrificeth it outside of themachaneh,
4 And bringeth it not unto the petach (entrance) of the Ohel Mo'ed, to offer a korban

unto HASHEM before the Mishkan of HASHEM, [shefach] dahm ([shedding] of blood) shall
be imputed unto that man; he hath committed shefach dahm; and that man shall be cut
off* from among his people;

5To the end that the Bnei Yisroelmay bring their zevakhim,which they offer in the open
sadeh, even that they may bring them unto HASHEM, unto the petach of the Ohel Mo'ed,
unto the kohen, and offer them for zivkhei shelamim unto HASHEM.

6And the kohen shall sprinkle† the dahmupon theMizbe'ach of HASHEM at the petach of
the Ohel Mo'ed, and burn the fat for a re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM.

7 And they shall no more offer their zevakhim unto goat demons, after whom they
have gone a-whoring. This shall be a chukkat olam unto them throughout their dorot
(generations).

8And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the Bais Yisroel, or of the
ger which sojourn among them, that offereth an olah (burnt offering) or zevakh,

9Andbringeth it not unto the petach of theOhelMo'ed, to offer it untoHASHEM; even that
man shall be cut off‡ from among his people.

10And whatsoever man there be of Bais Yisroel, or of the ger that sojourn among you,
that eateth any manner of dahm; I will even set My face against that nefesh that eateth
dahm, and will cut it off§ from among its people.

11For thenefeshof thebasar is in thedahm: and Ihavegiven it toyouupon theMizbe'ach
to make kapporah for your nefashot: for it is the dahm that maketh kapporah for the
nefesh.*

12 Therefore I said unto the Bnei Yisroel, No nefesh of you shall eat dahm, neither shall
any ger that sojourneth among you eat dahm.

13Andwhatsoever ish there be of the Bnei Yisroel, or of the ger that sojourn among you,
whichhunteth downanybeast or fowl thatmaybe eaten, he shall evendrain out the dahm
thereof, and cover it with dust.

14 For as for the nefesh of all basar, the dahm of it is its nefesh; therefore I said unto the
Bnei Yisroel, Ye shall eat the dahm of nomanner of basar: for the nefesh of all basar is the
dahm thereof; whosoever eateth it shall be cut off.

15And every nefesh that eateth nevelah (carcass), or terefah (that which was torn with
beasts), whether native born or a ger, he shall both wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
mayim, and be tamei until erev; then shall he be tahor.

16But if he wash them not, nor bathe his basar; then he shall bear his avon (iniquity).†

* 17:4 See Dan 9:26 regarding Moshiach † 17:6 See Isa 52:15 ‡ 17:9 See Dan 9:26 on Moshiachʼs being cut off
§ 17:10 See Dan 9:26 * 17:11 See Zech 9:11; Ps 50:5 † 17:16 See Isa 53:6,11.
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18
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, I amHASHEM Eloheichem.
3Afterwhat is done in EretzMitzrayim,wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do; and afterwhat

is done in Eretz Kena'an, whither I bring you, shall ye not do; neither shall yewalk in their
chukkot.

4 Ye shall do My mishpatim, and be shomer over My chukkot, to walk therein: I am
HASHEM Eloheichem.

5Ye shall therefore be shomer over My chukkot, and Mymishpatim; which if an ish do,
he shall live by them: I amHASHEM.

6 None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to legallot ervah (to uncover
nakedness, i.e., incestuously dishonor); I amHASHEM.

7The nakedness of thy av, or the nakedness of thy em, shalt thou not uncover: she is thy
em; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

8The nakedness of thewife of thy av shalt thou not uncover; it is the nakedness of thy av.
9 The nakedness of thy achot (sister), the bat of thy av, or bat of thy em, whether she be

moledet bais (born at home), or moledet chutz (born outside), even their nakedness thou
shalt not uncover.

10 The nakedness of the bat of thy ben, or the bat of thy bat, even their nakedness thou
shalt not uncover; for theirs is thine own nakedness.

11Thenakednessof thebatof thewifeof thyav, begottenof thyav, she is thyachot (sister),
thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

12 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of the achot of thy av; she is thy fatherʼs near
kinswoman.*

13 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of the achot (sister) of thy em: for she is thy
motherʼs near kinswoman.

14Thoushalt notuncover thenakednessof theachi avicha (thebrotherof thy father), thou
shalt not approach to his wife; she is thine dodah.

15 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy kallah (daughter-in-law); she is the wife
of thy ben; thou shalt not uncover her nakedness.

16Thou shalt not uncover the ervah (nakedness) of thy brotherʼs wife; it is thy brotherʼs
nakedness.

17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of an isha and her bat, neither shalt thou take
the bat of her ben, or the bat of her bat, to uncover her nakedness; for they are her near
kinswomen: it is zimmah (wickedness).

18 Neither shalt thou take your wifeʼs achot (sister), to be a rival wife, to uncover her
nakedness, beside the other in her lifetime.

19Also thou shalt not approachunto an isha to uncover her nakedness, as long as she has
her tumah from her period of niddah.

20Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighborʼs wife. You shall not give your
shikhvat zera to make tamei with her.

21And thou shalt not let any of thy zera pass through [the eish]† to Molech, neither shalt
thou profane the Shem Eloheicha; I amHASHEM.

22Thou shalt not lie with zachar, as with isha: it is to'evah (abomination, detestable).
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any behemah. You shall not give your shikhvat to make

tamei with it; neither shall any isha present herself to a behemah to have relationswith it:
it is tevel (perversion).

24Make not yourselves tamei in any of these things; for in all these the Goyim which I
cast out before you became tamei;

25 And HaAretz became tamei; therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and
HaAretz itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.

26 Ye shall therefore be shomer over My chukkot and My mishpatim, and shall not
commit any of these to'evot; no, neither any of your ezrach, nor any ger that sojourneth
among you;

27 (For all these to'evot have the anshei HaAretz done, which were before you, and
HaAretz is tamei;)

28ThatHaAretz vomit not you out also, when ye defile it, as it vomited out theGoyim that
were before you.

* 18:12 i.e., close relative † 18:21 i.e., be sacrificed and burned or cremated
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29For whosoever shall commit any of these to'evot, even the nefashot that commit them
shall be cut off‡ from among their people.

30 Therefore shall ye be shomer over My charge, that ye commit not any one of these
chukkot hato'evot, which were committed before you, and that ye make not yourselves
tamei therein: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

19
[KEDOSHIM]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, Ye shall be kedoshim (holy ones):

for I HASHEM Eloheichem am kadosh.
3 Ye shall fear every man his em, and his av, and be shomer over My Shabbatot: I am

HASHEM Eloheichem.
4 Turn ye not unto elilim, nor make to yourselves elohei massekhah (cast metal g-ds); I

amHASHEM Eloheichem.
5And if ye offer a zevach shelamim unto HASHEM, ye shall offer it for your acceptance.
6 It shall be eaten the same day ye offer it, and on the next day; and what remains until

the yom hashelishi, it shall be burned in the eish.
7 And if it be eaten at all on the yom hashelishi, it is piggul (unclean sacrificial flesh); it

shall not be accepted.
8 Therefore every one that eateth it shall bear his avon, because he hath desecrated

as chillul the set-apart-as-kodesh thing of HASHEM: and that nefesh shall be cut off from
among his people.

9Andwhen ye reap the katzir of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy
sadeh, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy katzir.

10And thou shalt not glean thy kerem (vineyard), neither shalt thou gather every grape
of thy kerem; thou shalt leave them for the oni (poor) and ger (stranger); I am HASHEM
Eloheichem.

11 Ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither speak sheker (falsehood, deception, lie)
to another.

12Andye shall not swearbyMyShemlasheker (falsely), neither shalt thoucommitChillul
ha-shem Eloheicha; I amHASHEM.

13Thou shalt not defraud thy re'a (neighbor), neither rob him; the wages of him that is a
sakhir (hiredman) shall not abide with thee ad boker (until morning).

14 Thou shalt not curse the cheresh (deaf), nor put a michshol (stumbling block) before
the ivver (blind), but shalt fear Eloheicha: I amHASHEM.

15Ye shall do no avel bamishpat (perversion of justice); thou shalt not respect the person
of the poor, nor favor the person of the gadol; but in tzedek shalt thou judge thy neighbor.

16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a rakhil (talebearer, slanderer) among thy people;
neither shalt thou stand aside while thy neighborʼs dahm is shed; I amHASHEM.

17Thoushalt nothate thybrother in thine lev; thou shalt inanywise rebuke thyneighbor,
and not bear chet because of him.

18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the bnei ammecha (children of
thy people), v'ahavta l'reacha kamocha (but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself): I am
HASHEM.

19Ye shall be shomer over My chukkot. Thou shalt not mate different kinds of animals;
thou shalt not sow thy sadeh with mingled zera; neither shall a garment with shaatnez
(mixed fibers) come upon thee.*

20And whosoever lieth carnally with an isha, that is a shifcha betrothed to a husband,
and not at all redeemed, nor chufshah (freedom) given her; she shall be scourged; they
shall not be put to death, because she has not been chuppashah (freed).

21And he shall bring his asham (trespass offering, guilt offering) unto HASHEM, unto the
entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed, even a ram of asham.

22And the kohen shallmakekapporah for himwith the ramof the ashambeforeHASHEM
forhis chattatwhichhehath sinned; and thechattatwhichhehath sinnedshall be forgiven
him.

23Andwhen ye shall come into ha'aretz, and shall have planted allmanner of food trees,
then ye shall treat the fruit thereof as forbidden; shalosh shanim shall it be as forbidden
unto you; it shall not be eaten of.

‡ 18:29 i.e., suffer the death penalty— seeDan 9:26 andMoshiachʼs not for himself death penalty * 19:19 SeeDt 22:11
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24 But in the shanah harev'i'it all the fruit thereof shall be kodesh to praise HASHEM
withal.

25And in the shanah hachamishit shall ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may yield unto
you the increase thereof: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

26 Ye shall not eat any thing with the dahm; neither shall ye practice divination, nor
practice sorcery.

27Ye shall not cut the edge of your scalp, neither shalt thoumar the corners of thy beard.
28Ye shall not make any cuttings in your basar for the dead, nor tattoo any marks upon

you: I amHASHEM.
29Do not prostitute thy bat, to cause her to be a harlot; lest ha'aretz fall to whoredom,

and ha'aretz become full of depravity.
30Ye shall be shomer over My Shabbatot, and reverenceMyMikdash; I amHASHEM.
31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after Ovos (Mediums) and

Yidonim (Spiritists), to be defiled by them: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.
32Thou shalt rise up before the old, and honor the face of the zaken, and fear Eloheicha:

I amHASHEM.
33And if a ger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not mistreat him.
34But the ger that dwellethwith you shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou

shalt love him as thyself; for ye were gerim in Eretz Mitzrayim: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.
35Ye shall do no unrighteousness in scales, in weights, and drymeasures.
36 Tzedek scales, tzedek weights, a tzedek ephah, and a tzedek hin, shall ye have: I am

HASHEM Eloheichem, which brought you out of Eretz Mitzrayim.
37Therefore shall ye be shomer (on guard to keep) over all My chukkot (statutes), and all

Mymishpatim (judgments), and do them: I amHASHEM.

20
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Again, thou shalt say to the Bnei Yisroel, Whosoever he be of the Bnei Yisroel, or of the

ger that sojourn in Yisroel, that giveth any of his zera unto Molech; he shall surely be put
to death; the AmHaAretz shall stone himwith stones.

3 And I will set My face against that ish, and will cut him off from among his people;
because he hath given of his zera untoMolech, tomake tameiMyMikdash, and to commit
chillul HASHEM against Shem Kodshi (MyHoly Name).

4And if the Am HaAretz close their eyes when that man giveth of his zera unto Molech,
and kill him not,

5 Then I will set My face against that ish, and against his mishpochah, and will cut him
off, and all that go a-whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among
their people.

6And thenefesh that turneth toOvos (Mediums)andYidonim (Spiritists), to goa-whoring
after them, I will even setMy face against that nefesh, andwill cut him off from among his
people.

7 Consecrate yourselves as kodesh, therefore, and be ye kedoshim: for I am HASHEM
Eloheichem.

8Andye shall be shomeroverMychukkot, anddo them: I amHASHEMwho sets youapart
as kodesh.

9For every one that curseth his av or his em shall be surely put to death; he hath cursed
his av or his em; his dahm shall be upon him.

10And the ish that committeth adultery with the wife of another ish, even he that com-
mitteth adultery with his neighborʼs wife, the no'ef (adulterer) and the no'efet (adulteress)
shall surely be put to death.

11And the ish that lieth with the wife of his av hath uncovered his fatherʼs nakedness;
both of them shall surely be put to death; their dahm shall be upon them.

12And if an ish lie with his kallah (daughter-in-law), both of them shall surely be put to
death; they have committed tevel (perversion); their dahm shall be upon them.

13 If an ish also lie with zachar, as he lieth with an isha, both of them have committed
to'evah; they shall surely be put to death; their dahm shall be upon them.

14And if an ish take awife and her em, it is zimmah; they shall be burnedwith eish, both
he and they; that there be no zimmah among you.

15And if an ish give his shikhvat to a behemah, he shall surely be put to death: and ye
shall slay the behemah.

16And if an isha approach unto any behemah, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the
isha, and the beast; they shall surely be put to death; their dahm shall be upon them.
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17And if an ish shall take his achot, the bat of his av (father), or the bat of his em (mother),
and see her nakedness, and she see his nakedness; it is a disgrace; and they shall be cut off
in the sight of their Bnei Am; hehathuncovered thenakedness of his achot (sister); he shall
bear his iniquity.

18And if an ish shall liewith an ishaduringherdavah (menstruousunwellness), and shall
uncover her nakedness, he hath made bare her mekor (source), and she hath uncovered
the source of her dahm; and both of them shall be cut off from among their people.

19 And thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy motherʼs achot (sister), nor of thy
fatherʼs achot (sister); for he uncovereth* his near kin; they shall bear their iniquity.

20And if an ish shall liewith thewife ofhis dod, hehathuncoveredhisuncleʼsnakedness;
they shall bear their chet; they shall die childless.

21And if an ish shall take his brotherʼswife, it is niddah; he hath uncovered his brotherʼs
nakedness; they shall be childless.

22Ye shall therefore be shomer over allMy chukkot, and allMymishpatim, and do them;
that HaAretz, whither I bring you to dwell therein, vomit you not out.

23And ye shall not walk in the chukkot of HaGoy, which I cast out before you; for they
committed all these things; therefore I abhorred them.

24But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and Iwill give it unto you to inherit
it, an Eretz zavat cholov udevash: I am HASHEM Eloheichem, which have separated you
from the peoples.

25 Ye shall therefore distinguish habehemah hatehorah from teme'ah, and between
fowls tamei and tahor: and ye shall not make your nefashot sheketz (abomination) by
beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that creepeth on the ground, which I
have separated from you as tamei.

26And ye shall be kedoshim unto Me: for I HASHEM am kadosh, and have separated you
from the nations, that ye should beMine.

27An ish also or isha who is an Ov (Medium) or a Yidoni (Spiritist), shall surely be put to
death; they shall stone themwith stones; their dahm shall be upon them.

21
[EMOR]

1And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Speak unto the kohanim the Bnei Aharon, and say unto
them, There shall none bemade tamei for the dead among his people;

2But for his close kin, that is near unto him, that is, for his em, and for his av, and for his
ben, and for his bat, and for his ach.

3And for his betulah achot (virgin sister), that is close unto him, which hath had no ish
(husband); for her may he bemade tamei.

4But he shall not make himself tamei, being a ba'al (leader, chiefman) among his people,
to profane himself.

5 They shall not shave their head bald, neither shall they shave off the corner of their
beard, nor make any cuttings in their basar.

6 They shall be kedoshim unto Eloheihem, and not commit Chillul ha-shem against the
ShemofEloheihem; for theofferingsofHASHEMmadebyeishand the lechemofEloheihem
they do offer; therefore they shall be kodesh.

7They shall not take an isha that is a zonah, or chalalah (desecratedwoman)neither shall
they take an isha gerusha (divorcedwoman) from her ish; for he is kadosh unto Elohav.

8Thou shalt set him apart as kodesh therefore; for he offereth the lechem of Eloheicha;
he shall bemakrivkadosh (holyoffering)unto thee: for I,HASHEM, theOnesettingyouapart
as kodesh, am kadosh.

9 And the bat of any kohen, if she profane herself by playing the zonah, she profaneth
her av; she shall be burned with eish.

10And he that is the Kohen HaGadol among his brethren, uponwhose head the Shemen
Hamishchah (AnointingOil)was poured, and that is ordained to put on the garments, shall
not in mourning uncover his head, nor rend his garments;

11Neither shall he go in to any dead body, nor make himself tamei for his av, or for his
em;

12Neither shall he go out of theMikdash, nor profane theMikdash Elohav; for the nezer
shemen mishchat Elohav (consecration of the anointing oil of his G-d) is upon him: I am
HASHEM.

13And he shall take an isha in her virginity.

* 20:19 i.e., incestuously dishonored
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14An almanah, or a gerusha, or chalalah, or a zonah, these shall he not take; but he shall
take a betulah of his own people to wife.

15Neither shall he profane his zera among his people; for I HASHEM do set him apart as
kodesh.

16And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
17 Speak unto Aharon, saying, Whosoever he be of thy zera in their dorot that hath any

defect, let him not approach to offer the lechem of Elohav.
18 For whatsoever ish he be that hath a mum, he shall not approach; an ish ivver, or a

pise'ach (lame), or he who is disfigured or malformed,
19Or an ish that has a crippled regel or a crippled yad,
20 Or hunchback, or a dwarf, or that hath a defect in his eye, or festering, or running

sores, or damaged of testicle;
21 No ish that hath a mum of the zera Aharon HaKohen shall come near to offer the

offerings of HASHEM made by eish; he hath a mum; he shall not come near to offer the
lechem Elohav.

22He shall eat the lechem Elohav, both of the kodshei hakodashim, and of hakodashim.
23 Only he shall not go near unto the Parochet (curtain), nor come near unto the

Mizbe'ach, because he hath amumon him; that he profane notMyMikdash; for I HASHEM
do set them apart as kodesh.

24AndMoshe told it unto Aharon, and to his Banim, and unto all the Bnei Yisroel.

22
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2SpeakuntoAharon and to his Banim, that they separate themselves from the kodashim

of the Bnei Yisroel which they set apart as kodesh unto Me, so that they will not commit
Chillul ha-shem of Shem Kodshi: I amHASHEM.

3Say unto them,Whosoever he be of all your zera among your dorot, that goeth unto the
kodashim, which the Bnei Yisroel treat as kodesh unto HASHEM, having his tumah upon
him, that nefesh shall be cut off fromMy presence: I amHASHEM.

4Whatsoever man of the zera Aharon is a metzora, or hath a discharge; he shall not eat
of the kodashim, until he be tahor. And whosoever toucheth any thing that is tamei by the
dead, or a manwhose shikhvat zera goeth from him;

5Or whosoever toucheth any creeping thing, whereby hemay bemade tamei, or a man
whomakes him tamei, whatsoever tumah he hath;

6The nefesh which hath touched any such shall be tamei until erev, and shall not eat of
the kodashim, unless he immerse his basar withmayim.

7 And when the shemesh is down, he shall be tahor, and shall afterward eat of the
kodashim; because it is his lechem.

8Nevelah (that which dieth of itself), or tereifah (what is torn by beasts), he shall not eat
to make himself tamei therewith; I amHASHEM.

9 They shall therefore be shomer over My charge, lest they bear chet for it, and die
therefore, if they profane it: I HASHEM do set them apart as kodesh.

10 There shall no zar eat of the kodesh: a toshav (guest) of the kohen, or a sakhir (hired
servant), shall not eat of the kodesh.

11But if the kohen buy any nefesh with his kesef, he shall eat of it, or he that is born in
his bais; they shall eat of his lechem.

12 If the bat kohen also bemarried unto amanwho is a zar, shemay not eat of a terumah
(offering) of the kodashim.

13 But if the bat kohen becomes an almanah, or gerusha, and have no zera, and is
returned unto bais aviha (house of her father), as in her youth, she shall eat of the lechem
aviha; but there shall be no zar eat thereof.

14 And if an ish eat of the kodesh bishgagah (unintentionally), then he shall add as
restitution the fifth part thereof unto it, and shall give it unto the kohenwith the kodesh.

15And they shall not profane the kodshei Bnei Yisroel, which they offer unto HASHEM;
16And theywill cause themselves to bear the avonof guiltwhen they eat their kodashim;

for I HASHEM do set them apart as kodesh.
17And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
18 Speak unto Aharon, and to his Banim, and unto kol Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them,

Whatsoever he be of the Bais Yisroel, or of the Ger B'Yisroel, that will offer his korban for
any of his nederim, and for all his nedavot, which theywill offer unto HASHEM for an olah,

19 That it may be accepted on your behalf, ye shall offer a zachar tamim (male without
defect), of the cattle and of the sheep, or of the goats.
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20But whatsoever hath amum, that shall ye not offer, for it shall not be for you leratzon
(acceptable).*

21And whosoever offereth a zevach shelamim unto HASHEM to fulfill his neder, or as a
nedavah in cattle or sheep, it shall be tamim (perfect, without defect) to be accepted; there
shall be nomum therein.

22Avveret (blind), or injured, or charutz (maimed), or having anabnormal growth, or dry
skin eruption, or running sore, ye shall not offer these unto HASHEM, normake an offering
by eish of them upon theMizbe'ach unto HASHEM.

23 Either a bull or a seh that hath a limb too long or too short thou mayest offer for a
nedavah; but for a neder it shall not be accepted.

24YeshallnotofferuntoHASHEMthatwhich isbruised, or crushed, or torn, or cut; neither
shall ye make any offering thereof in your eretz.

25Neither from the hand of a ben nakhar shall ye offer the lechem Eloheichem of any of
these; because their corruption is in them, andmumbe in them: they shall not be accepted
for you.

26And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
27When a bull, or a sheep, or a goat, is brought forth, then it shall be seven days with

its mother; and from the yomhashemini and thenceforth it shall be accepted for a korban
isheh (offeringmade by eish) unto HASHEM.

28Andwhether it be an ox or seh, ye shall not slaughter (shachat) it and her young both
in yom echad.

29And when ye will offer a zevach todah unto HASHEM, offer it liretzonechem (for your
acceptance).†

30On the sameday it shall be eaten; ye shall leavenoneof it until theboker: I amHASHEM.
31Therefore shall ye be shomermitzvot overMy commands, and do them: I amHASHEM.
32Neither shall ye profane Shem Kodshi; but I will be treated as kodesh among the Bnei

Yisroel: I amHASHEM, the Onemaking you Kedoshim,
33Thatbrought youout of EretzMitzrayim, tobe for youElohim (yourG-d): I amHASHEM.

23
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, Concerning the Mo'adim of HASHEM,

which ye shall proclaim to bemikra'ei kodesh, even these are MyMo'adim.
3Sheshet yamim shall work be done; but the yomhashevi'i is the Shabbos of Shabbaton,

a mikra kodesh; ye shall do no work therein: it is the Shabbos to HASHEM in all your
dwellings.

4 These are the Moa'dim of HASHEM, even mikra'ei kodesh, which ye shall proclaim in
their mo'adim.

5 In the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is HASHEMʼs Pesach.
6And on the fifteenth day of the samemonth is the Chag HaMatzot unto HASHEM; shivat

yamim yemust eat matzot.
7 In the Yom HaRishon ye shall have a mikra kodesh; ye shall do no melekhet avodah

therein.
8But ye shall offer an offering made by eish unto HASHEM shivat yamim; in the seventh

day is a mikra kodesh; ye shall do nomelekhet avodah therein.
9And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
10Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them,When ye be come into HaAretzwhich

I amgiving unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring an omer (sheaf
[of barley]) of the reshit of your harvest unto the kohen;

11And he shall wave the omer before HASHEM, for your acceptance; on the day after the
Shabbos the kohen shall wave it.

12And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the omer a keves tamim of the first year for
an olah unto HASHEM.

13And theminchah thereof shall be two tenths-ephahoffineflourmingledwith shemen,
an offeringmade by eish untoHASHEM for a re'ach nicho'ach; and the nesekh thereof shall
be of yayin, the fourth part of a hin.

14And ye shall eat neither lechem, nor roasted grain, nor plump kernels until the same
day that ye have brought a korbanunto Eloheichem; it shall be a chukkat olam throughout
your dorot in all your dwellings.

* 22:20 before HASHEM † 22:29 before HASHEM
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15 And ye shall count unto you from the day after the Shabbos, from the day that ye
brought the omer of the wave offering; shevah shabbatot shall be complete,

16Evenunto thedayafter the seventh Shabbos shall ye countfifty days; andye shall offer
aminchah chadashah unto HASHEM.

17 Ye shall bring out of your dwellings two lechem wave-offerings of two tenth ephah;
they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baked with chametz; they are the bikkurim unto
HASHEM.

18And ye shall offer with the lechem shivat kevasim temimim of the first year, and one
young bull, and two rams; they shall be for an olah unto HASHEM, with their minchot, and
their nesakhim, even an offeringmade by eish, of re'ach nicho'ach unto HASHEM.

19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a chattat and two kevasim of the first
year for a zevach of shelamim.

20And the kohen shall wave them with the lechem of the bikkurim for a wave offering
before HASHEM, with the two kevasim; they shall be kodesh to HASHEM for the kohen.

21Andye shall proclaimon the sameday, that itmaybeamikrakodeshunto you; ye shall
donomelekhet avodah therein; it shall be a chukkat olam inall yourdwellings throughout
your dorot.

22Andwhenyereap theharvest of your land, thoushaltnot reap to theedgesof thy sadeh
when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest; thou shalt leave
them unto the oni (poor), and to the ger: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

23And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
24Speakunto theBnei Yisroel, saying, In the seventhmonth, in thefirst day of themonth,

shall ye have a Shabbaton, a zikhron teru'ahmikra kodesh.
25 Ye shall do no melekhet avodah therein; but ye shall offer an offering made by eish

unto HASHEM.
26And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
27Also on the tenth day of this seventhmonth there shall be Yom Kippurim; it shall be a

mikra kodesh unto you; and ye shall afflict your nefashot, and offer an offering made by
eish unto HASHEM.

28And ye shall do no work in that same day; for it is Yom Kippurim, to make kapporah
for you before HASHEM Eloheichem.

29For whatsoever nefesh it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut
off from among his people.

30And whatsoever nefesh it be that doeth any work in that same day, that nefesh will I
destroy from among his people.

31Ye shall do nomanner of work; it shall be a chukkat olam throughout your dorot in all
your dwellings.

32 It shall be unto you a Shabbos Shabbaton, and ye shall afflict your nefashot; in the
ninth day of themonth at erev, from erev unto erev, shall ye observe your Shabbos.

33And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
34 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be

the Chag HaSukkot for shivat yamim unto HASHEM.
35 On the Yom HaRishon shall be a mikra kodesh; ye shall do no melekhet avodah

(laborious work) therein.
36 Shivat yamim ye shall offer an offering made by eish unto HASHEM; on the eighth day

shall be amikra kodeshunto you; andye shall offer anofferingmadeby eishuntoHASHEM;
it is an atzeret (assembly); and ye shall do nomelekhet avodah therein.

37 These are the Mo'adim of HASHEM, which ye shall proclaim to be mikra'ei kodesh, to
offer an offering made by eish unto HASHEM — an olah (burnt offering), and a minchah, a
zevach, and nesakhim, every required thing upon its day,

38 Beside the Shabbatot of HASHEM, and beside your mattenot, and beside all your
nederim, and beside all your nedavot (freewill offerings), which ye give unto HASHEM.

39Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the crop of
HaAretz, ye shall keep a Chag (Feast) unto HASHEM shivat yamim; on the first day shall be
a Shabbaton, and on the eighth day shall be a Shabbaton.

40 And ye shall take you on the Yom HaRishon the fruit of the citron tree, branches of
temarim (date palms), and twigs of plaited trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall
rejoice before HASHEM Eloheichem shivat yamim.

41And ye shall keep it a Chag (Feast) unto HASHEM shivat yamim in the shanah. It shall
be a chukkat olam in your dorot; ye shall celebrate it in the seventhmonth.

42 Ye shall dwell in sukkot shivat yamim; all that are the Ezrach Yisroel shall dwell in
sukkot,
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43 That your dorot may know that I made the Bnei Yisroel to dwell in sukkot, when I
brought them out of Eretz Mitzrayim: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

44AndMoshe declared unto the Bnei Yisroel the Mo'adim of HASHEM.

24
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Command the Bnei Yisroel, that they bring unto thee pure shemen zayit beaten for the

light, to kindle the Ner Tamid (Perpetual Lamp).
3Outside the Parochet (Curtain) of the Edut, in theOhelMo'ed shall Aharon set it in order

fromerevuntobokerbeforeHASHEM tamid (continually); it shall be a chukkat olam inyour
dorot.

4He shall set in order the nerot (lamps) upon the Menorah Hatehorah before HASHEM
tamid (continually).

5And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake Sheteym Esreh Challot thereof; two tenths of
an ephah shall be in Challah Echat.

6And thou shalt set them in two rows, six on a row, upon the Shulchan HaTahor before
HASHEM.

7And thou shalt put levonah zakkah (pure incense) upon each row, that it may be on the
lechem for amemorial portion, even an offeringmade by eish unto HASHEM.

8 Shabbos after Shabbos he shall set it in order before HASHEM tamid, from the Bnei
Yisroel as a Brit Olam.

9And it shall be forAharonand for his Banim; and they shall eat it in theMakomKadosh;
for it is kodesh kodashim unto him of the offerings of HASHEMmade by eish, a chok olam.

10 And the ben isha Yisroelit, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the Bnei
Yisroel; and this ben isha Yisroeli and aman of Yisroel fought together in themachaneh;

11 And the ben haisha Yisroelit pronounced HaShem and blasphemed in a curse. And
theybroughthimuntoMoshe; (andshemimmowasShelomitbatDivri, of the tribeofDan;)

12And they put him in custody, that themind of HASHEMmight be showed them.
13And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
14 Bring forth him that hath blasphemed outside the machaneh; and let all that heard

him lay their hands upon his head, and let kol HaEdah stone him.
15 And thou shalt speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, Whosoever curseth Elohav shall

bear his chet.
16And he that blasphemeth the Shem of HASHEM, he shall surely be put to death, and kol

HaEdah shall certainly stone him; as well the ger, as the ezrach, when he blasphemeth the
Shem of HASHEM, shall be put to death.

17And he that taketh the nefesh of anyman shall surely be put to death.
18And he that taketh the nefesh of a beast shall make it good; nefesh takhat nefesh.
19And if aman cause amum in his neighbor; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him;
20Fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as hehath caused amuminanadam,

so shall it be done to him.
21And he that killeth a beast, he shall restitute it; and he that killeth a man, he shall be

put to death.
22 Ye shall have mishpat echad, as well for the ger, as for the ezrach: for I am HASHEM

Eloheichem.
23 And Moshe spoke to the Bnei Yisroel, that they should bring forth him that had

blasphemed out of the machaneh, and stone him with stones. And the Bnei Yisroel did
as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

25
[BEHAR]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe inMt. Sinai, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, When ye come into HaAretz which I

give you, then shall HaAretz observe a Shabbos rest unto HASHEM.
3Sixyears thou shalt sow thy sadeh, and sixyears thou shalt prune thykerem, andgather

in the fruit thereof;
4 But in the Shanah HaShevi'it shall be a Shabbos Shabbaton unto HaAretz, a Shabbos

unto HASHEM; thou shalt neither sow thy sadeh, nor prune thy kerem (vineyard).
5Thatwhich groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather

the grapes of thy untended vine; for it is Shnat Shabbaton unto HaAretz.
6And the Shabbos of HaAretz shall be food for you; for thee, and for thy eved, and for

thymaid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy toshav (guest) that sojourneth with thee.
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7 And for thy cattle, and for the wild animals that are in thy land, shall all the tevuah
(increase) thereof be to eat.

8And thou shalt count seven Shabbatot of shanim unto thee, seven times seven shanim;
and the period of the sheva Shabbatot of shanim shall be unto thee forty and nine shanim.

9Then shalt thou cause the shofar to soundabrokenblast on the tenthday of the seventh
month, in the YomHaKippurim shall ye make the shofar sound throughout all your land.

10Andye shall treat as kodesh thefiftieth year, and proclaimderor (freedom) throughout
all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof; it shall be a Yovel (Jubilee) unto you; and ye
shall return every man unto the ancestral heritage of his possession, and ye shall return
everyman unto his mishpochah.

11A Yovel shall that fiftieth year be unto you; ye shall not sow, neither reap that which
groweth of itself in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy untended vine,

12For it is the Yovel; it shall be kodesh unto you; ye shall eat the tevuah (increase) thereof
out of the sadeh.

13 In this Shnat Yovel ye shall return everyman unto his possession.
14 And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbor, or buyest ought of thy neighborʼs hand, ye

shall not take advantage of one another.
15According to the number of shanim after the Yovel thou shalt buy of thy neighbor, and

according unto the number of shanim of the tevuot (harvests, increases) he shall sell unto
thee.

16 According to the multitude of shanim thou shalt increase the price thereof, and
according to the fewness of shanim thou shalt diminish the price of it; for according to
the number of the shanim of the tevuot doth he sell unto thee.

17 Ye shall not therefore take advantage of one another; but thou shalt fear Eloheicha:
for I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

18Wherefore ye shall do My chukkot, and be shomer over Mymishpatim, and do them;
and ye shall dwell in HaAretz in safety.

19And HaAretz shall yield her pri, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety.
20And if ye shall say, What shall we eat in the shanah hashevi'it? Behold, we shall not

sow, nor gather in our tevuah;
21 Then I will command Birkhati (My Blessing) upon you in the sixth year, and it shall

bring forth the tevuah for shalosh hashanim.
22And ye shall sow the shanah hasheminit, and eat yet of tevuah yashan (old increase)

until the ninth year; until her harvest come in, ye shall eat of the yashan (old).
23 HaAretz shall not be sold permanently: for HaAretz is Mine, for ye are gerim and

toshavimwithMe.
24And in all the eretz of your possession ye shall grant a Geulah for HaAretz.
25 If thy brother become poor, and hath sold away some of his possession, and his Go'el

HaKarov (NearKinsmanRedeemer) come to redeem it, then shall he redeem thatwhich his
brother sold.

26And if theman does not have for him a Go'el, and himself be able to effect the Geulah,
27Then let him count the shanim from the sale thereof, and refund the balance unto the

man to whom he sold it; that hemay return unto his possession.
28But if hebenot able to restore it tohim, then thatwhich is sold shall remain in thehand

of him that hathbought it until the ShnatHaYovel; and in theYovel it shall be returned, and
he shall return unto his possession.

29And if a man sell a bais moshav in a walled city, then he retains the right of Geulah a
full year after its sale; within a full year may he redeem it.

30 And if it be not redeemed within the space of a full year, then the bais that is in the
walled city shall be established forever to him that bought it throughout his dorot; it shall
not return in the Yovel.

31But the batim (houses) of the villages which have no chomah (wall) round about them
shall be considered as the fields of the country; Geulah shall be for it, and in the Yovel it
must return.

32Notwithstanding, the towns of the Levi'im, and the batim (houses) of the towns of their
possession, there is a Geulat Olam for the Levi'im.

33 And what one will buy from the Levi'im, the bais that was sold, and the town of his
possession, shall be released in the year of Yovel; for the batim of the towns of the Levi'im
are their possession among the Bnei Yisroel.

34But the sadeh of the open land of their towns may not be sold; for it is their achuzzat
olam (perpetual heritage).
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35 And if thy brother become poor, and his hand fails with thee; then thou shalt
strengthen him; yea, though he be a ger, or a toshav; that hemay live among thee.

36 Take thou no neshekh of him, or increase; but fear Eloheicha; that thy brother may
live among thee.

37Thou shalt not lend him thy kesef at neshekh, nor give him thy food for increase.
38 I amHASHEMEloheichem,which brought you forth out of EretzMitzrayim, to give you

Eretz Kena'an, and to be Elohim unto you.
39And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee becomepoor, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt

not compel him to do avodat eved;
40But as a sakhir, and as a toshav, he shall be among thee, and shall serve thee unto the

Shnat HaYovel.
41And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his banimwith him, and shall return

unto his ownmishpochah, and unto the Achuzzat of his Avot shall he return.
42For they are My Eved, which I brought forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim; they shall not be

sold in themanner of an eved.
43Thou shalt not rule over himwith rigor; but shalt fear Eloheicha.
44Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the Goyim

that are round about you; of them shall ye buy eved and amah.
45Moreover of thebnei hatoshavim that do sojournamongyou, of themshall yebuy, and

of their mishpachot that are among you, which they fathered in your land; and they shall
be your possession.

46Andye shall take themasan inheritance for yourbanimafter you, to inherit themfor a
possession; they shall be your bondmen forever; but over your brethren, the Bnei Yisroel,
ye shall not rule one over another with rigor.

47And if a ger or toshav grow rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth by him grow
poor, and sell himself unto the foreigner among thee, or to the eker (member)mishpachat
of the ger;

48After that he is sold, his Geulah remains; one of his brethrenmay redeem him,
49Either his dod, or ben dod of him,may redeemhim, or any that is near of kin unto him

of his mishpachat may redeem him; or if he be able, he may redeem himself.
50And he shall reckon with him that bought him from the year that he was sold to him

unto the Shnat HaYovel; and the price of his release shall be based on the number of
shanim, according to the value of a sakhirʼs pay shall it be with him.

51 If there be yet many shanim remaining, according unto them he shall give for his
Geulah the kesef that he was bought for.

52And if there remain but few shanim unto the Shnat HaYovel, then he shall count that,
and according unto his shanim shall he pay the price of his Geulah.

53And as a sakhir hired shanah b'shanah shall he be with him; and the other shall not
rule with rigor over him in thy sight.

54 And if he be not redeemed in these shanim, then he shall be released in the Shnat
HaYovel, both he, and his banimwith him.

55 For unto Me the Bnei Yisroel are avadim; they are My avadim whom I brought forth
out of Eretz Mitzrayim: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

26
1Ye shall notmake for you elilimor pesel or set upmatzevah, neither shall ye set up even

maskit (carved stone) in your land, lehishtachavot (to bow down) unto it: for I amHASHEM
Eloheichem.

2Ye shall be shomer over My Shabbatot, and reverenceMyMikdash: I amHASHEM.
[BECHUKOTAI]

3 If ye walk inMy chukkot, and be shomer over Mymitzvot, and do them;
4 Then I will give you geshem in due season, and HaAretz shall yield her increase, and

the etz hasadeh shall yield his pri.
5And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the

sowing time: and ye shall eat your lechem to the full, and dwell in your land safely.
6 And I will give shalom in HaAretz, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make you

afraid: and Iwill rid the savage beast out ofHaAretz, neither shall the cherev pass through
your land.

7And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the cherev.
8And five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to

flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the cherev.
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9For I will look upon you, andmake you fruitful, andmultiply you, and confirmMy Brit
(Covenant)with you.

10And ye shall be eating the old harvest when you move out the yashan because of the
chadash.

11And I set MyMishkan among you: andMy Nefesh shall not abhor you.
12And I will walk among you, and will be Elohim to you, and ye shall be My people.
13 I am HASHEM Eloheichem, which brought you forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim, that ye

should not be their avadim; and I have broken the bars of your yoke, and made you walk
head held high.

14But if ye will not pay heed untoMe, and will not do all these mitzvot,
15And if ye shall despise My chukkot, or if your nefesh abhor My mishpatim, so that ye

will not do all Mymitzvot, but that ye violate My Brit (Covenant),
16 I also will do this unto you: I will even visit upon you terror, wasting disease, and the

burning fever, that shall consume the eyes, and drain the nefesh: and ye shall sow your
zera in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

17And I will set My Face against you, and ye shall be struck down before your enemies.
They that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when none rodef (pursue,
persecute) you.

18And if ye will not yet for all this pay heed unto Me, then I will punish you seven times
more for your chattot.

19And I will break the ga'on (pride) of your stubbornness; and I will make your skies as
barzel, and your soil as bronze;

20 And your ko'ach shall be spent in vain; for your land shall not yield her increase,
neither shall the etz HaAretz yield their pri.

21And if ye remainwalking contrary untoMe, andwill not payheeduntoMe, Iwill bring
seven timesmoremakkah (plagues) upon you according to your chattot (sins).

22 I will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, and
destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and darkheichem (your roads, ways)
shall be deserted.

23And if ye will not be corrected byMe, but will walk keri (contrary, hostile) untoMe,
24Then will I also walk b'keri (contrary, hostile) unto you, and will punish you yet seven

times for your chattot.
25 And I will bring a cherev upon you, that shall avenge Nekam Brit (Vengeance of My

Covenant); and when ye are gathered together within your towns, I will send the dever
(pestilence) among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy.

26And when I have broken the matteh (staff, supply) of your lechem, eser nashim shall
bake your lechem in one oven, and they shall dole out your lechembyweight; and ye shall
eat, and not be satisfied.

27And if ye will not for all this pay heed untoMe, but walk b'keri (contrary, hostile) unto
Me,

28 Then I will walk keri unto you also in chamat (fury); and I, even I, will chastise you
seven times for your chattot.

29And ye shall eat the basar of your banim, and the basar of your banot shall ye eat.
30And I will destroy your high places, and cut down chammaneichem (your pillars for

worshiping the sun), and cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols, and My
Nefesh shall abhor you.

31And Iwill turnyour cities into ruins, andbringmikdesheichem (yoursanctuaries)unto
desolation, and I will not take delight in your re'ach nicho'ach.

32And I will bring HaAretz into desolation; and your enemies which dwell therein shall
be astonished at her.

33And Iwill scatter youamong theGoyim, andwill drawout a cherevafter you; andyour
land shall be desolate, and your cities ruin.

34Then shallHaAretz enjoyher Shabbatot, as long as she lieth desolate, andyebe in your
enemiesʼ land; even then shall HaAretz rest, and enjoy her Shabbatot.

35As long as she lieth desolate she shall rest, because she did not rest in your Shabbatot,
when ye dwelt upon her.

36And upon them that are left alive of you Iwill send a fearful faintness into their hearts
in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall chase them; and they
shall flee, as fleeing from a cherev; and they shall fall v'ein rodef (when none pursueth,
persecutes).

37And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a cherev, when none pursueth;
and ye shall have no standing place before your enemies.
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38And ye shall perish among the Goyim, and the eretz of your enemies shall eat you up.
39 And they that are left of you shall waste away in their avon in your enemiesʼ lands;

and also in the iniquities of their avot shall they waste away with them.
40 V'hitvadu (if they shall confess) their avon, and the avon of their avot, with their

treachery in which they were treacherous against Me, and that also they have walked
b'keri (contrary, hostile) untoMe;

41And that I also have walked b'keri unto them, and have brought them into the eretz
of their enemies; if then their levav he'arel (uncircumcised hearts) be humbled, and they
then accept their avon guilt,*

42Thenwill I rememberMyBrit (covenant)withYa'akov, andalsoMyBrit (covenant)with
Yitzchak, and alsoMyBrit (covenant)withAvrahamwill I remember; and Iwill remember
HaAretz.

43HaAretz also shall be deserted by them, and shall enjoy her Shabbatot, while she lieth
desolate without them; and they shall accept their avon:† because, even because they
despisedMymishpatim, and because their nefesh abhorredMy chukkot.

44 And yet for all that, when they be in the eretz of their enemies, I will not cast them
away,‡ neither will I abhor them, to destroy them utterly, and to break My Brit (covenant)
with them: for I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

45 But I will for their sakes remember the Brit Rishonim (covenant of their ancestors)
whom I brought forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim in the sight of the Goyim, that I might be
Elohim to them: I amHASHEM.

46 These are the chukkim and mishpatim and torot, which HASHEM made between Him
and the Bnei Yisroel in Mt. Sinai by the hand of Moshe.

27
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, When a man shall articulate a neder,

the nefashot shall be for HASHEM by thy evaluation.
3And thyevaluation shall beof thezachar fromesrimshanimevenunto shishimshanah,

even thy evaluation shall be fifty shekels kesef, after the shekel HaKodesh.
4And if it be a nekevah, then thy evaluation shall be shloshim shekel.
5And if it be from chamesh shanim even unto esrim shanah, then thy evaluation shall

be of the zachar esrim shekel, and for the nekevah aseret shekalim.
6 And if it be from a month old even unto chamesh shanim, then thy evaluation shall

be of the zachar chamishah shekalim kesef, and for the nekevah thy evaluation shall be
shloshet shekalim kesef.

7And if it be from shishim shanah and above, if it be a zachar, then thy evaluation shall
be chamishah asar shekel, and for the nekevah asarah shekalim.

8But if he be poorer than thy evaluation, then he shall present himself before the kohen,
and the kohen shall value him; according to the ability of the one who vowed the neder
shall the kohen value him.

9 And if it be a behemah, whereof men bring a korban unto HASHEM, all that any man
giveth of such unto HASHEM shall be kodesh.

10Heshall not exchange it, nor substitute it, a tov fora rah, or rah for tov: and ifhe shall at
all substitute behemah for behemah, then it and its temurah (substitute)* shall be kodesh.

11And if it be any behemah temeiah, of which they do not offer a korban unto HASHEM,
then he shall present the behemah before the kohen;

12And the kohen shall value it, whether it be tov or rah; as thou valuest it, who art the
kohen, so shall it be.

13 But if he will at all redeem it, then he shall add chamishito (a fifth part thereof) unto
thy evaluation.

14Andwhen aman shall set apart as kodesh his bais to be kodesh untoHASHEM, then the
kohen shall evaluate it, whether it be tov or rah; as the kohen shall set the value of it, so
shall it remain.

15And if he that set it apart as kodeshwill redeemhis bais, thenhe shall add thefifth part
of the kesef of thy evaluation unto it, and it shall be his.

16 And if a man shall set apart as kodesh unto HASHEM some part of a sadeh of his
possession, then thyevaluationshall beaccording to its seeding; anarea seededbyahomer
of barley shall be valued at chamishim shekel kesef.

* 26:41 i.e., accept the punishment of their iniquity † 26:43 accept the punishment of their iniquity ‡ 26:44 i.e.,

reject them * 27:10 1K 2:24
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17 If he set apart as kodeshhis sadeh from the ShnatHaYovel, according to thy evaluation
it shall remain.

18 But if he set apart as kodesh his sadeh after the Yovel, then the kohen shall reckon
unto him the kesef according to the shanim that remain, even unto the ShnatHaYovel, and
it shall be deducted from thy evaluation.

19And if he that set apart as kodesh the sadeh will in any wise redeem it, then he shall
add the fifth part of the kesef of thy evaluation unto it, and it shall be his.

20And if he will not redeem the sadeh, or if he have sold the sadeh to ish acher (another
man), it shall not be redeemed anymore.

21But the sadeh,when it is released in theYovel, shall be kodeshuntoHASHEM, as a sadeh
hacherem (devoted); the possession thereof shall be the kohenʼs.

22And if a man set apart as kodesh unto HASHEM a sadeh which he hath bought, which
is not of the fields of his possession,†

23Then thekohen shall reckonuntohim theworthof thy evaluation, evenunto the Shnat
HaYovel: and he shall give thine evaluation in that day, as kodesh unto HASHEM.

24 In the Shnat HaYovel the sadeh shall return and revert unto him of whom it was
bought, even to him to whom the Achuzzat HaAretz (Ancestral Heritage of the Land) did
belong.

25And all thy evaluations shall be according to the shekel HaKodesh; twenty gerah shall
be the shekel.

26Only the bechor of the behemah, which should be HASHEMʼs Bechor, no man shall set
it apart as kodesh; whether it be shor (ox), or seh (sheep): it is HASHEMʼs.

27 And if it be of a behemah hatemeiah, then he shall redeem it according to thine
evaluation, and shall add a fifth part of it thereto; or if it be not redeemed, then it shall
be sold according to thy evaluation.

28Nevertheless, no cherem (devoted thing), that a man shall devote unto HASHEM of all
that he hath, both of adam and behemah, and of the sadeh of his possession, shall be sold
or redeemed; every cherem is kodesh kodashim unto HASHEM.

29No cherem, which shall be devoted of men, shall be redeemed; but shall surely be put
to death.

30And all the ma'aser HaAretz (tithe of the Land), whether of the zera HaAretz, or of the
pri HaEtz, is HASHEMʼs; it is kodesh unto HASHEM.

31And if amanwill at all redeem ought of his ma'aserot (tithes), he shall add thereto the
fifth part thereof.

32And concerning the ma'aser of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth
under the rod, the tenth shall be kodesh unto HASHEM.

33 He shall not search whether it be tov or rah, neither shall he change it; and if he
substitute it at all, then both it and the temurah (exchange, substitute) shall be kodesh; it
shall not be redeemed. (Isaiah 53: Moshiach our temurah!)

34 These are the mitzvot, which HASHEM commanded Moshe for the Bnei Yisroel in Mt.
Sinai.

† 27:22 i.e., ancestral heritage
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Bamidbar
Introduction

What have we learned so far from the Holy Bible? Some very disturbing revelations
about the human condition, to be sure. We have learned that man is prone to evil
(Ex 32:22), that humankind as seen from G-dʼs point of view is blindly stubborn and
recalcitrant against authority (Ex 32:9; 33:3,5; 34:9). Recalcitrant means hard to deal
with and unyielding. But something more ominous has entered the picture in the book
of Numbers. It turns out that the human condition is more depraved than we had seen
in Leviticus, where out of corrupt human hearts had come sodomy (Lv 18:22; 20:13),
bestiality, fornication, incest, and all manner of crimes worthy of death. But now in Num
chp 14 we see man himself as a proud rebel who even has the arrogance to murmur and
rise up in revolt against G-d his Creator and Savior. And for this crime the death sentence
comes in Num14:29, “Your corpses shall fall in thismidbar.” Thewages of sin is death. See
Prov 14:12: There is a derech that seemeth yashar unto an ish, but the acharit (latter end,
future) thereof are the drakhimofmavet. Mavet in themidbar! The guilty are condemned
already. Already the ax is falling. Already the pit is dug. Already they are condemned.
Already the terror of Mt Sinai is condemning the sinner, spearing the fornicator in his
tent, executing the sodomites in their bed of iniquity. Already everymouth is stopped and
the whole world is brought guilty before HASHEM. There is none righteous, no not one.
The man who fornicates in his heart with the harlot is guilty with the man actually in her
bed. In Num chapter 25, we find a Hebrewman taking a Midianite woman into his tent to
“shackup”withher there— thatwas thenowverydated termonceusedbefore fornication
became politically correct — “shacking up.” Instead of making the woman oneʼs wife, one
makes her hiswhore. But inNumbers chapter 25, only Pinchas the son of El'azar the son of
Aharon the kohenwas indignant. However, G-dwas indignant and G-dʼs plaguewas at the
door of their tent, ready to strike the fornicators. In Numbers we see G-dʼs wrath is ready
to rain down on an unclean people. Every pornographic, lecherous, uncleanwanton, with
lust indeedor even in the imaginations of the evil heart, stands condemnedalready. Today
we look around theprison yard of thisworld andwitness amodernarrogant population of
fornicators and homosexuals and pedophiles, brazenly bold, shamelessly parading their
perversion and lasciviousness. They are careless of the condemnation of the Divine order
from on High, that those who do such things will receive the death penalty they deserve.
Millions of aborted fetuses litter the alleyways of the worldʼs lust. With reprobate minds,
modern rebels excuse their wantonness. Even though their evil deeds keep testifying
against them, they remain uncontrite, unrepentant. They refuse to forsake their sin. Their
wickedness should humble them, but, instead, they illegitimately accuse others, even G-d,
and this goes on year after year, while they raise up an illegitimate generation of heathen
offspring like themselves. And the generations of evil-doers are all the while oblivious of
the fact that the death sentence has already come down from the Governor in Heaven.
And the death sentence says to us one thing: condemned already! Mother and rebel
daughter, condemned already! Father and rebel son, condemned already! The wrath of
G-d is revealed from heaven against all fornication and debauchery. Jeremiah saw that
a terrible burning fiery Holocaust of Exile was coming on his people and on Solomonʼs
Temple. He saw the idolatry and spiritual harlotry of his generation, which was very
much like our own evil generation. It overwhelmed him. He says, I sat alone, because
of Thy hand, for Thou hast filled me with indignation. (Jer 15:17) Rav Sha'ul says to the
Kehillah in Corinth, It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you. And
you're not aghast! You're not indignant! Know you not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the Malchut HASHEM (the Kingdom of G-d 1C 6:9-11)! But you are proud! Shouldn't
you have rather mourned? Do you not know to shun the fornicator so that he will wake
up and realize he is already condemned to the fire of Gehinnom and must therefore flee
fornication? The heart of man is deceitful above all else and desperately wicked, who can
know it? (Jer 17:9)Andall our righteousness is likefilthy rags (Isa 64:6). Sin is like awanton
woman. Her feet go down to death, her steps lay hold of hell. We are lured to her bed of
fornication by our own lusts, but in the end, her lovers are in the depths of hell, and she
is bitter as wormwood. We are abandoned to our evil desires, punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the L-rd. Thewicked shall be turned into hell, into shame
and everlasting contempt (Dan 12:2). Why will you die, O sinner? The sinners in Zion are
afraid. Who canbear everlasting burnings? Moshiach is coming! Hewill burnup the chaff
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with unquenchable fire. Do you not know that Moshiach came the first time mercifully
to drink your portion of the wine of the wrath of G-d, the wrath you deserve? He was
wounded for our transgressions, for our stubborn rebellion and uncleanness. How can
you resist the G-d Who loves you and pursues you? He wants to pull you out of the fire so
that you will be able to pull others out of the fire! But you are resisting Him, not realizing
youarealreadyguilty, alreadyat thepoint of ignitingandbursting intoflames, condemned
already. The fires of G-dʼs wrath are already igniting in you, around you. Whoever has not
believed is condemned already. Will you cry out for mercy, for clemency, for forgiveness?
Do you realize and admit that you are a “dead man walking,” no matter how religious or
pious you try to be? Do you understand that you deserve G-dʼs chastisement, and yet in
the mercy of G-d, the chastisement that brought us peace was upon Moshiach Tzidkeinu?
Remember Lotʼswife. Instead of turning away in repentance andfleeing in remorse at sin,
she looked back lingeringly at sin to her own destruction. Unless you repent you will all
alike perish.

[BAMIDBAR]
1And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe in the midbar of Sinai, in the Ohel Mo'ed, on the first

day of the secondmonth, in the second year after they were come out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
saying,

2 Take ye the rosh (top amount, census) of kol Adat Bnei Yisroel after their mishpekhot,
by the bais of their avot, with the number of their shmot, every zachar by their head count;

3From twenty years old and upward, all that are able-bodied to serve in tzava b'Yisroel
(army in Yisroel); thou and Aharon shall number them by their tzva'ot (legions).

4Andwith you there shall be aman of every tribe; every one Rosh of the bais of his Avot.
5And these are the shemot haanashim that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuven,

Elitzur ben Shede'ur;
6Of Shim'on, Shelumiel ben Tzurishaddai;
7Of Yehudah, Nachshon ben Amminadav;
8Of Yissakhar, Netanel ben Tzuar;
9Of Zevulun, Eliav ben Chelon;
10Of the bnei Yosef: of Ephrayim, Elishama ben Ammihud; of Menasheh, Gamli'el ben

Pedahtzur;
11Of Binyamin, Avidan ben Gideoni;
12Of Dan, Achi'ezer ben Ammishaddai;
13Of Asher, Pagiel ben Okhran;
14Of Gad, Elyasaph ben De'uel;
15Of Naphtali, Achira ben Enan.
16 These were the called men of the Edah, nasiim of the tribes of their avot, rashei alfei

Yisroel (head-men of the clans of Yisroel).
17AndMoshe and Aharon took these menwhich had been designated by their names;
18And they assembled kol HaEdah together on the first yom of the second month, and

they declared their family after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot, according to
the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, one by one.

19As HASHEM commandedMoshe, so he counted them in themidbar of Sinai.
20And the bnei Reuven, Yisroelʼs bechor, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the

bais of their avot, according to the number of the shmot, one by one, every zachar from
twenty years old and upward, all that are able-bodied to serve in tzava;

21 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Reuven, were forty and six
thousand and five hundred.

22Of the bnei Shim'on, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
those that were numbered of them, according to the number of the shmot, one by one,
everymale from twenty years old and upward, all that were able-bodied to serve in tzava
(army);

23 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Shim'on, were fifty and nine
thousand and three hundred.

24 Of the bnei Gad, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava;

25 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were forty and five
thousand six hundred and fifty.
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26Of the bnei Yehudah, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

27Those thatwere numbered of them, even of the tribe of Yehudah,were threescore and
fourteen thousand and six hundred.

28Of the bnei Yissakhar, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

29Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Yissakhar, were fifty and four
thousand and four hundred.

30Of the bnei Zevulun, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

31Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zevulun, were fifty and seven
thousand and four hundred.

32Of thebnei Yosef, namely, of thebnei Ephrayim, by their toldot, after theirmishpekhot,
by the bais of their avot, according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

33Those thatwerenumberedof them, evenof the tribeofEphrayim,were forty thousand
and five hundred.

34Of the bneiMenasheh, by their toldot, after theirmishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

35 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Menasheh, were thirty and
two thousand and two hundred.

36Of the bnei Binyamin, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

37Those thatwere numbered of them, even of the tribe of Binyamin,were thirty andfive
thousand and four hundred.

38 Of the bnei Dan, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

39Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were threescore and two
thousand and seven hundred.

40 Of the bnei Asher, by their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,
according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all that were
able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

41 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one
thousand and five hundred.

42 Of the bnei Naphtali, throughout their toldot, after their mishpekhot, by the bais of
their avot, according to the number of the shmot, from twenty years old and upward, all
that were able-bodied to serve in tzava (army);

43Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three
thousand and four hundred.

44 These are those that were numbered, which Moshe and Aharon numbered, and the
nasiim (princes, rulers, exalted) of Yisroel, being shneym asar (twelve) men, each one
representing the bais of his avot.

45Sowereall those thatwerenumberedof theBneiYisroel, by thebais of their avot, from
twenty years old and upward, all thatwere able-bodied to serve in tzava b'Yisroel (army in
Yisroel);

46Evenall they thatwerenumberedwere sixhundred thousandand three thousandand
five hundred and fifty.

47But the Levi'im after the tribe of their avot were not numbered among them.
48For HASHEM had spoken untoMoshe saying,
49Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the

Bnei Yisroel;
50 But thou shalt appoint the Levi'im over the Mishkan HaEdut and over all the vessels

thereof, andover all things that belong to it; they shall bear theMishkan, andall the vessels
thereof; and they shall take care of it, and shall encamp round about theMishkan.
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51 And when the Mishkan setteth forward, the Levi'im shall take it down; and when
the Mishkan is to be pitched, the Levi'im shall set it up; and the zar (stranger, outsider,
unauthorized party) that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

52And the Bnei Yisroel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own machaneh (camp),
and everyman by his own degel (standard, banner), throughout their tzva'ot (hosts).

53 But the Levi'im shall encamp around the Mishkan HaEdut, that there be no ketzef
(wrath) fall upon the Adat Bnei Yisroel; and the Levi'im shall be shomermishmeret (watch
the watch, attend to, keep the charge, the reverence) of the Mishkan HaEdut.

54And the Bnei Yisroel did according to all that HASHEM commandedMoshe, so did they.

2
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
2The Bnei Yisroel shall encamp, eachman under his own degel (standard, banner), with

the otot (ensigns) of the bais of their avot; some distance from it, around the Ohel Mo'ed
must they encamp.*

3And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the degel (standard, ban-
ner) of themachaneh of Yehudah encamp by their tzvaos: andNachshon ben Amminadav
shall be Nasi of the Bnei Yehudah.†

4 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and
fourteen thousand and six hundred.

5And those that do encamp next unto him shall be the tribe of Yissakhar; and Netanel
ben Tzuar shall be Nasi of the Bnei Yissakhar.

6 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and four
thousand and four hundred.

7Then the tribe of Zevulun; and Eliav ben Chelon shall be Nasi of the Bnei Zevulun.
8 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and seven

thousand and four hundred.
9All that were numbered in the machaneh of Yehudah were an hundred thousand and

fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, by their tzvaos. These shall set
forth first.

10 On the south side shall be the degel (standard, banner) of the machaneh of Reuven
according to their tzvaos: and the Nasi of the Bnei Reuven shall be Elitzur ben Shede'ur.

11 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered thereof, were forty and six
thousand and five hundred.

12And thosewhich encamp by him shall be the tribe of Shim'on; and the Nasi of the Bnei
Shim'on shall be Shelumiel ben Tzurishaddai.

13 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and nine
thousand and three hundred.

14Then the tribe of Gad; and the Nasi of the Bnei Gad shall be Elyasaph ben Re'uel.
15 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were forty and five

thousand and six hundred and fifty.
16All that were numbered in the machaneh of Reuven were an hundred thousand and

fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty, by their tzvaos. And they shall set forth
in the second rank.

17Then the Ohel Mo'ed shall set forward with the machaneh of the Levi'im in the midst
of themachaneh; as they encamp, so shall they set forward, everyman inhis place by their
degel.

18On the west side shall be the degel of the machaneh of Ephrayim according to their
tzvaos; and the Nasi of the Bnei Ephrayim shall be Elishama ben Ammihud.

19And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were forty thousand and
five hundred.

20And by him shall be the tribe of Menasheh; and the Nasi of the Bnei Menasheh shall
be Gamli'el ben Pedahtzur.

21 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and two
thousand and two hundred.

22 Then the tribe of Binyamin; and the Nasi of the Bnei Binyamin shall be Avidan ben
Gideoni.

23 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five
thousand and four hundred.

* 2:2 See Josh 3:4 † 2:3 Gn 49:10
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24All thatwerenumberedof themachanehof Ephrayimwere anhundred thousandand
eight thousand and an hundred, by their tzvaos. And they shall go forward in the third
rank.

25Thedegel (standard, banner)of themachanehofDan shall be on thenorth sideby their
tzvaos; and the Nasi of the Bnei Dan shall be Achi'ezer ben Ammishaddai.

26And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and two
thousand and seven hundred.

27 And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Asher; and the Nasi of the Bnei
Asher shall be Pagiel ben Okhran.

28 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were forty and one
thousand and five hundred.

29Then the tribe of Naphtali; and the Nasi of the Bnei Naphtali shall be Achira ben Enan.
30 And his tz'va (host), and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and three

thousand and four hundred.
31All they that were numbered in themachaneh of Danwere an hundred thousand and

fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall break camp last with their degel
(standard, banner).

32These are those which were numbered of the Bnei Yisroel by the bais of their avot; all
those that were numbered of themachanot by their hosts were six hundred thousand and
three thousand and five hundred and fifty.

33 But the Levi'im were not counted with the Bnei Yisroel; as HASHEM commanded
Moshe.

34 And the Bnei Yisroel did according to all that HASHEM commanded Moshe; so they
encamped by the degelim (standards, banners) of them, and so they set forward, every one
after their mishpekhot, according to the bais of their avot.

3
1 These also are the toldot of Aharon and Moshe in the yom that HASHEM spoke with

Moshe inMt. Sinai.
2And these are the shmot of the Bnei Aharon: Nadav the bechor, and Avihu, El'azar, and

Itamar.*
3 These are the shmot of the Bnei Aharon, the kohanim hameshuchim whose hand he

filled† to be kohen.‡
4AndNadavandAvihudiedbeforeHASHEM,when theyoffered eish zarah (unauthorized

fire) before HASHEM, in the midbar of Sinai, and they had no children; and El'azar and
Itamarministered in the kohenʼs office in the sight of Aharon their av.§

5And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
6Bring the tribe of Levi near,* and present them before AharonHaKohen, that theymay

minister unto him.†
7 And they‡ shall be shomer mishmeret (watch the watch, keep the guard duty) for him

and for themishmeret kol HaEdah (duty of thewhole Congregation) before the OhelMo'ed,
to do avodat HaMishkan (the work, service of theMishkan).

8 And they shall be shomer mishmeret over kol klei Ohel Mo'ed (all the vessels, fur-
nishings of the Ohel Mo'ed) for the Bnei Yisroel, doing the avodat HaMishkan (work of the
Mishkan).

9And thou shalt give the Levi'im unto Aharon and to his banim; they are wholly given
unto him from among the Bnei Yisroel.

10 And thou shalt appoint Aharon and his banim; they shall be shomer to watch over
their kehunah; the zar that encroach shall be put to death.

11And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
12 And I, hinei, I have taken the Levi'im from among the Bnei Yisroel instead of all the

bechor thatopeneth thewombamong theBneiYisroel; therefore theLevi'imshall beMine;
13 Because all the bechor are Mine; for on the yom that I struck down all the bechor in

EretzMitzrayim I set apart as kodeshuntoMeall thebechor inYisroel, bothmanandbeast:
Mine shall they be: I amHASHEM.

14And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe in themidbar of Sinai, saying,
15Count the Bnei Levi by the bais of their avot, by their mishpekhot; every zachar from

amonth old and upward shalt thou number them.

* 3:2Lv10 † 3:3 i.e., ordained ‡ 3:3Ex29; Lv 8 § 3:4Lv10 * 3:6 i.e., present themas offerings are presented
† 3:6 i.e., help, be of service to him ‡ 3:7 the Levi'im
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16 And Moshe numbered them according to the command of HASHEM, as he had been
commanded.

17And these were the Bnei Levi by their shmot: Gershon, Kehat, andMerari.
18And these are the shmot of the Bnei Gershon by their mishpekhot: Livni, and Shime'i.
19And the Bnei Kehat by their mishpekhot: Amram, Yitzhar, Chevron, and Uzziel.
20 And the Bnei Merari by their mishpekhot: Machli and Mushi. These are the

mishpekhot of the Levi'im according to the bais of their avot.
21To Gershon belonged the mishpakhat of the Livni and the mishpakhat of the Shime'i:

these are themishpekhot of the Gershoni.
22 Those that were numbered of them, according to the number of kol zachar (all the

males), fromamonthold andupward, even those thatwerenumberedof themwere seven
thousand and five hundred.

23Themishpekhot of the Gershoni shall encamp behind theMishkanwestward.
24And the Nasi of the bais av of the Gershoni shall be Elyasaph ben Lael.
25And the mishmeret of the Bnei Gershon in the Ohel Mo'ed is as follows: the Mishkan,

and the Ohel, the covering thereof, and the curtain at the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed,
26And thecurtainsof thekhatzer, and thecurtain for theentranceof thekhatzer,which is

around theMishkan, and around themizbe'ach; and the cords of it for kol avodah thereof.
27 And to Kehat belonged the mishpakhat of the Amrami, and the mishpakhat of the

Yitzhari, and the mishpakhat of the Chevroni, and the mishpakhat of the Uzzieli: these
are themishpekhot of the Kehati.

28 In the number of all the zachar, from a month old and upward, were eight thousand
and six hundred, shomrei mishmeret haKodesh.

29Themishpekhot of theBnei Kehat shall encampon the southward side of theMishkan.
30And the Nasi bais av of themishpekhot of the Kehati shall be Elitzaphan ben Uzziel.
31And their guard duty shall be: the Aron and the Shulchan, and the Menorah, and the

Mizbechot, and the vessels of HaKodesh (theHoly Place)wherewith theyminister, and the
curtain, and all the avodah thereof.

32And El'azar ben Aharon HaKohen shall be Nasi over the Nasi'ei HaLevi'im, and have
the oversight of them that do guard duty over HaKodesh (the Holy Place).

33 To Merari belonged the mishpakhat of the Machli, and the mishpakhat of the Mushi:
these are themishpekhot of Merari.

34And those that were counted of them, according to the number of all the zachar, from
amonth old and upward, were six thousand and two hundred.

35And theNasi bais avof themishpekhot ofMerariwasTzuriel benAvichayil; these shall
encamp on the side of the Mishkan northward.

36 And under the guard duty charge of the Bnei Merari shall be: the frames of the
Mishkan, and the crossbars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the bases thereof, and all
the vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto,

37And the pillars of the khatzer round about, and their bases, and their pegs, and their
cords.

38And those that encamp in front of the Mishkan toward the east, even in front of the
Ohel Mo'ed eastward, shall be Moshe, and Aharon and his banim, shomrim mishmeret
HaMikdash (standing guard duty over the holy area) on behalf of the Bnei Yisroel; and the
zar that shall encroach shall be put to death.

39 All that were counted of the Levi'im, which Moshe and Aharon numbered at the
command of HASHEM, by their mishpekhot, all the zachar from a month old and upward,
were twenty and two thousand.

40And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Count all the bechor of the zachar of the Bnei Yisroel
from amonth old and upward, and calculate the total by their shmot.

41 And thou shalt take the Levi'im for Me — I am HASHEM — instead of all the bechor
among the Bnei Yisroel; and the cattle of the Levi'im instead of all the firstlings among
the cattle of the Bnei Yisroel.

42 And Moshe counted, as HASHEM commanded him, all the bechor among the Bnei
Yisroel.

43And it came about that all the bechor zachar by the number of shmot, from a month
old andupward, of those thatwerenumbered of them,were twenty and two thousand two
hundred and threescore and thirteen.

44And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
45Take the Levi'im instead of all the bechor among the Bnei Yisroel, and the cattle of the

Levi'im instead of their cattle; and the Levi'im shall be Mine: I amHASHEM.



BAMIDBAR 3:46 144 BAMIDBAR 4:18

46And for those that are to be redeemed of the two hundred and threescore and thirteen
of the bechor of the Bnei Yisroel, which aremore than the Levi'im;

47 Thou shalt even take five shekels for each one individually, after the shekel of
HaKodesh shalt thou take them (the shekel is twenty gerahs);§

48 And thou shalt give the kesef, wherewith those over and above them* is to be
redeemed, unto Aharon and to his banim.

49 And Moshe took the kesef hapeduyim of them that were over and above them that
were redeemed by the Levi'im;

50Of the bechor of the Bnei Yisroel collected he the kesef; a thousand three hundred and
threescore and five shekels, after the shekel of HaKodesh;

51AndMoshe gave the kesef hapeduyim unto Aharon and to his banim, according to the
command of HASHEM, as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

4
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
2Take the census of the Bnei Kehat fromamong the Bnei Levi, after theirmishpekhot, by

the bais of their avot,
3 From shloshim shanah (thirty years old) and upward even until chamishim shanah

(fifty years old), all that enter into the tz'va (holy militia of HASHEM) to do the melachah
(work) in the Ohel Mo'ed.

4 This shall be the Avodat Bnei Kehat in the Ohel Mo'ed: kodesh hakodashim (the most
holy things);

5And when the machaneh (camp) setteth forward, Aharon shall come, and his banim,
and they shall take down the Parochet (veil) of the screen, and cover the AronHaEdut (Ark
of the Testimony)with it;

6And shall put thereon the tachash hide covering, and shall spread over it a clothwholly
sky-blue violet, and shall put in the carrying poles thereof.

7Andupon the ShulchanHaPanim they shall spread a cloth of sky-blue, and put thereon
the dishes, and the incense spoons, and the offering bowls, and kesot hanesekh (pitchers
of the drink offering); and LechemHaTamid (Perpetual Bread) shall be thereon;

8And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a tachash
hide covering, and shall put in the poles thereof.

9And they shall take a cloth of sky-blue, and cover the Menorat HaMa'ohr (Menorah of
Illumination), and its nerot (lamps), and its tongs, and its trays, and all the klei shemen (oil
vessels) thereof, wherewith they prepare it for [holy] service;

10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a tachash hide covering, and
shall put it upon the carrying frame.

11And upon the Mizbach HaZahav they shall spread a cloth of sky-blue, and cover it a
tachash hide covering, and shall put in place the poles thereof;

12 And they shall take all the Klei HaSharet (Utensils of Ministry), wherewith they
minister in HaKodesh, and put them in a cloth of sky-blue, and cover themwith a tachash
hide covering, and shall put them on the carrying frame;

13 And they shall take away the ashes from the Mizbe'ach, and spread a purple cloth
thereon:

14 And they shall put upon it all the utensils thereof, wherewith they minister upon
it, even the fire pans, the meathooks, and the shovels, and the basins, all the Klei
HaMizbe'ach; and they shall spread upon it a tachash hide covering, and put in place its
poles.

15AndwhenAharon andhis banimhavemade an end of coveringHaKodesh, and all the
Klei HaKodesh, as the machaneh (camp) is to set forward, after that, the Bnei Kehat shall
come to bear it; but they shall not touch any kodesh, lest they die. These things are the
massa (burden) of the Bnei Kehat in the Ohel Mo'ed.

16And to the pekuddat (oversight, office) of El'azar ben Aharon HaKohen pertaineth the
Shemen HaMa'ohr (Oil of Illumination), and the incense spices, and the Minchat HaTamid
(Continual GrainOffering), and the ShemenHaMishchah (AnointingOil), and the Pekuddat
Kol HaMishkan, and of all that therein is, in HaKodesh, and in the vessels thereof.

17And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon saying,
18Cutyenotoff theshevet (tribe)of themishpekhotof theKehati fromamong theLevi'im;

§ 3:47 Lv 27:6 * 3:48 the Levi'im
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19But thisdounto them, that theymay live, andnotdie,when theyapproachuntokodesh
hakodashim (the most holy things): Aharon and his banim shall go in, and appoint them
every one to his avodah (service, ministry) and to his massa (burden);

20But they shall not go in to look for a single instant at hakodesh, lest they die.

[NASO]
21And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
22 Take also the census of the Bnei Gershon, throughout the bais avot of them, by their

mishpekhot;
23 From shloshim shanah (thirty years old) and upward until chamishim shanah (fifty

years old) shalt thou number them; all that enter to serve the tz'va (holy militia service of
HASHEM), to labor in the Avodah in the Ohel Mo'ed.

24This is the Avodat Mishpekhot HaGershoni, as relates to service andmassa (burden):
25And they shall bear the curtains of theMishkan, and the Ohel Mo'ed, its covering, and

the tachash hide covering that is over the top of it, and the screen for the entrance of the
Ohel Mo'ed,

26And the hangings of the khatzer (court), and the hanging for the entrance of the sha'ar
(gate) of the khatzer (court), which is around the Mishkan and around the Mizbe'ach, and
their cords, and all the Klei Avodah (Utensils of Service, Ministry) of them, and all that is
done for them; so shall they serve.

27At the appointment of Aharon and his banim shall be all the Avodat Bnei HaGershoni,
in all their massa (burdens), and in all their avodah (service); and ye shall appoint unto
them inmishmeret (guard duty responsibility) for all their massa (burdens).

28 This is the Avodat Mishpekhot Bnei HaGershoni in the Ohel Mo'ed; and mishmeret
(guard duty responsibility) shall be under the direction of Itamar ben Aharon HaKohen.

29As for the Bnei Merari, thou shalt number them after their mishpekhot, by the bais of
their avot;

30 From shloshim shanah (thirty years old) and upward even until chamishim shanah
(fifty years old) shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the tz'va (holymilitia
service ofHASHEM), to do the work of the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed.

31 And this is their mishmeret (guard) massa (burden), according to all their Avodah
(Service,Ministry) in theOhelMo'ed; the framesof theMishkan, and the cross-bars thereof,
and the posts thereof, and bases thereof,

32And the posts surrounding the khatzer, and their bases, and their tent pegs, and their
cords, with all their implements, and with all their service; and by shmot (names) ye shall
assign the klei mishmeret (vessels of duty)massa (burdens).

33 This is the Avodat Mishpekhot Bnei Merari, according to all their service, in the Ohel
Mo'ed under the direction of Itamar ben Aharon HaKohen.

34AndMoshe and Aharon and the Nasi'ei HaEdah (Leaders of the Congregation) counted
the Bnei HaKehati after their mishpekhot, and after the bais of their avot,

35 From shloshim shanah (thirty years old) and upward even until chamishim shanah
(fifty years old) shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the tz'va (holymilitia
service ofHASHEM), to do the work of the Avodah in the Ohel Mo'ed;

36And those thatwerenumbered of themby theirmishpekhotwere two thousand seven
hundred and fifty.

37 These were they that were numbered of the mishpekhot HaKehati, all that might do
service in theOhelMo'edwhichMosheandAharondidnumberaccording to the command
of HASHEM by the hand of Moshe.

38And those thatwerenumberedof theBneiGershon, throughout theirmishpekhot, and
by the bais of their avot,

39From shloshim shanah and upward even until chamishim shanah shalt thou number
them, every one that entereth into the tz'va (holymilitia service ofHASHEM), to do thework
of the Avodah in the Ohel Mo'ed,

40Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their mishpekhot, by the bais of
their avot, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.

41These are they that were numbered of theMishpekhot Bnei Gershon, of all that might
do service in the Ohel Mo'ed whom Moshe and Aharon did number according to the
command of HASHEM.

42 And those that were numbered of the Mishpekhot Bnei Merari, throughout their
mishpekhot, by the bais of their avot,

43From shloshim shanah and upward even until chamishim shanah shalt thou number
them, everyone that entereth into the tz'va, todo theworkof theAvodah in theOhelMo'ed,
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44 Even those that were numbered of them by their mishpekhot, were three thousand
and two hundred.

45These be those thatwere numbered of theMishpekhot BneiMerari, whomMoshe and
Aharon numbered according to the command of HASHEM by the hand of Moshe.

46All those thatwere numbered of the Levi'im,whomMoshe andAharon and theNasi'ei
Yisroel numbered, by their mishpekhot, and by the bais of their avot,

47From shloshim shanah and upward even until chamishim shanah shalt thou number
them, every one that entereth to do the Avodat Avodah (theWork of the Service, Ministry)
and the Avodat Massa (Service, Ministry of the Burden) in the Ohel Mo'ed.

48 Even those that were numbered of them, were shmonat alafim vachamesh me'ot
ushmonim (eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore),

49 According to the command of HASHEM they were numbered by the hand of Moshe,
every one according to his Avodah (Service), and according to his Massa (Burden); thus
were they counted of him, as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

5
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Command the Bnei Yisroel, that they put out of themachaneh every tzaru'a, and every

one that hath a discharge, and whosoever is tameh lanefesh (unclean, defiled by reason of
contact with a corpse),

3 Both zachar and nekevah shall ye put out, without the machaneh shall ye put them;
that they defile not their machanot, in themidst whereof I dwell.

4And the Bnei Yisroel did so, and put them outside themachaneh; just as HASHEM spoke
untoMoshe, so did the Bnei Yisroel.

5And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
6Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel,When aman orwoman shall commit any chattot thatmen

commit, l'me'ol ma'al baHASHEM(thereby trespassing againstHASHEM), and feels guilty;
7 Then they shall make vidduy (confession of sin) of their chattot which they have

committed; and shall make reparation in full, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and
give it unto him against whom they hath incurred liability.

8But if the man have no go'el unto whom reparation for the asham can bemade, let the
ashambe recompensed unto HASHEM, even to the kohen, besides the ram of the kippurim,
whereby a kapporah shall be made on his behalf.

9And every terumah of all the holy things of the Bnei Yisroel, which they bring unto the
kohen, shall be his.

10And every manʼs things set apart as kodesh shall be his; whatsoever any man giveth
the kohen, it shall be his.

11And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
12Speakunto theBnei Yisroel, and sayunto them, If anymanʼs isha go aside, and commit

a trespass* against him,
13And aman liewith her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her ish, and she become

tameh secretly, and there be no ed (witness) against her, neither she be caught;
14And a ruach kina (spirit of jealousy) come upon him, and he be jealous of his isha, and

she be tameh; or if a ruach kina come upon him, and he be jealous of his isha, and she be
not tameh;

15 Then shall the ish bring his isha unto the kohen, and he shall bring her korban for
her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no shemen upon it, nor put
incense thereon; for it is a minchat kenaot (grain offering of jealousies), a minchat zikaron
(grain offering of memorial), bringing avon to remembrance.

16And the kohen shall bring her near, and set her before HASHEM;
17And the kohen shall takemayim kedoshim in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is

in the floor of the Mishkan the kohen shall take, and put it into themayim;
18And the kohen shall set the isha before HASHEM, and unbind the hair of the isha, and

put the minchat hazikaron in her hands, which is the minchat kena'ot; and the kohen
shall have in his hand the mei hamarim hame'ararim (waters of bitterness that causeth
the curse);

19 And the kohen shall put her under oath, and say unto the isha, If no man have lain
with thee, and if thou hast not turned astray to tum'a (uncleanness, impurity)with another
instead of thy husband, be thou free from these mei hamarim hame'ararim;

* 5:12 i.e., is unfaithful
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20But if thou hast turned astray to another instead of thy ish, and if thou be defiled, and
someman have lain with thee other than thine ish;

21Then the kohen shall put the isha under oathwith the oath of the curse, and the kohen
shall say unto the isha, HASHEMmake thee an alah (curse) and a shevu'ah (oath) among thy
people, when HASHEM dothmake thy thigh to waste away, and thy belly to swell;

22And this mayim that causeth the curse shall go into thy inner parts, to make thy belly
to swell, and thy thigh to waste away; And the isha shall say, Omen, Omen.

23And the kohen shall write these alot (curses) on a sefer, and he shall wash them into
themei hamarim;

24And he shall cause the isha to drink the mei hamarim hame'ararim; and the mayim
hame'ararim shall enter into her, and become bitter.

25Then the kohen shall take theminchat hakena'ot out of the yad haisha, and shall wave
theminchah before HASHEM, and offer it upon theMizbe'ach:

26And the kohen shall take a handful of the minchah, even the memorial thereof, and
burn it upon theMizbe'ach, and afterward shall cause the isha to drink themayim.

27 And when he hath made her to drink the mayim, then it shall come to pass, that, if
she be defiled, and have done trespass† against her ish, that themayim hame'ararim shall
enter into her, and becomebitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shallwaste away;
and the isha shall become a curse among her people.

28And if the isha be not defiled, but be tehorah (clean); then she shall be free, and shall
conceive zera.

29 This is the torat hakena'ot (law of jealousy), when an isha goeth astray to another
instead of her ish, and is defiled;

30Orwhen the ruach kinah cometh upon him, and he be jealous over his isha, and shall
set the isha before HASHEM, and the kohen shall execute upon her all this torah.

31Then shall the ish be free from guilt from avon, and this isha shall bear her avon.

6
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them,When either ish or isha shall separate

themselves to vow a neder of a Nazir, to separate themselves unto HASHEM;
3He shall separate himself fromyayin and shechar (fermented drink), and shall drink no

chometz (vinegar) of yayin, or chometz of shechar, neither shall he drink any grape juice,
nor eat moist grapes, or dried.*

4Kol hayamim of his nazir (vow as a nazir) shall he eat nothing that is made of the gefen
hayayin, from the seeds even to the grape-skins.

5Kol hayamim of the neder of his nazir there shall no razor come upon his head; until
hayamimbe fulfilled, in thewhich he separateth himself untoHASHEM, he shall be kadosh,
and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.

6Kol yemei of his nezer (abstinence) unto HASHEM he shall go not near nefeshmet (dead
body).

7He shall not make himself tameh for his av, or for his em, for his ach, or for his achot,
when they die; because the Nezer Elohav (Consecration of his G-d) is upon his head.

8Kol yemei of his nazir (separation) he is kadosh unto HASHEM.
9And if anymandievery suddenlybyhim, andhehathmade tameh theheadofhisnezer

(abstinence); then he shall shave his head in the yom of his tohorah, on the yom hashevi'i
shall he shave it.

10 And on the yom hashemi'ni he shall bring two doves, or two young pigeons, to the
kohen, to the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed;

11And the kohen shall offer the one for a chattat (sin offering), and the other for an olah
(burnt offering), andmake kapporah for him, because he sinned by the nefesh (dead body),
and shall make kadosh his head that same day.

12 And he shall consecrate unto HASHEM the yemei of his nazir, and shall bring a lamb
of the first year for an asham (trespass offering); but the yamim harishonim shall not be
counted, because his nazir was tameh.

13 And this is the Torat HaNazir, when the yamim of his nazir are fulfilled: he shall be
brought unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed;

14 And he shall offer his korban unto HASHEM, one he-lamb of the first year tamim
(without blemish) for an olah (burnt offering), and one ewe lamb of the first year temimah

† 5:27 i.e., been unfaithful * 6:3 i.e., raisins
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(without blemish) for a chattat, and one ram tamim (without blemish) for shelamim (peace
offerings),

15And a basket ofmatzot, cakes of fine flourmingledwith shemen, andwafers ofmatzot
meshuchim (anointed) with oil, and their minchot (grain offerings), and their nesakhim
(drink offerings).

16 And the kohen shall bring them before HASHEM, and shall offer his chattat, and his
olah (burnt offering);

17 And he shall offer the ram for a zevach shelamim (sacrifice of peace offerings) unto
HASHEM, with the basket of matzot; the kohen shall offer also his minchah (grain offering),
and his nesekh (drink offering).

18And theNazir shall shave the head of his nezer† at the entrance of the OhelMo'ed, and
shall take the hair of the head of his nezer, and put it in the eish (fire) which is under the
zevach hashelamim (sacrifice of peace offerings).

19And the kohen shall take the boiled shoulder of the ram, and one challat matzah (loaf
ofmatzah)out of thebasket, andoneunleavenedwafer, and shall put themupon thehands
of the Nazir, after the hair of his nezer (abstinence) is shaven;

20 And the kohen shall wave them for a wave offering before HASHEM; this is kodesh
for the kohen, with the breast of the wave offering and thigh of the terumah (raised-up
presentation); and after that the Nazir may drink yayin.

21 This is the Torat HaNazir who hath vowed, and of his korban unto HASHEM for his
nezer (abstinence), in addition to whatever else his hand shall afford, according to the
neder (vow)which he vowed, so hemust do after the torah of his Nazir.

22And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
23 Speak unto Aharon and unto his Banim, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the Bnei

Yisroel, saying unto them,
24Y'varekhekha Adonai v'yishmerekha (HASHEM bless thee, and keep thee);
25 Ya'er Adonai panav eleikha vichunekha (HASHEM make His face shine upon thee, and be

gracious unto thee);
26Yissa Adonai panav eleikha v'yasem l'kha shalom (HASHEM lift up His countenance upon

thee, and give thee shalom).
27And they shall put My Shem upon the Bnei Yisroel, and I will bless them.

7
1 And it came to pass on the day that Moshe had fully set up the Mishkan, and had

anointed it, and set it apart as kodesh, and all the instruments thereof, both theMizbe'ach
and all the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, and set them apart as kodesh,

2That theNasiim (Rulers) of Yisroel, heads of the Bais of their Avot, whowere theNasiim
of the tribes, and were over them that were numbered, offered;

3 And they brought their korban before HASHEM, six covered carts, and twelve oxen;
a cart for two of the Nasiim, and for each one an ox; and they brought them before the
Mishkan.

4And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
5Take it of them, that they may be for the service of the Ohel Mo'ed; and thou shalt give

them unto the Levi'im, to everyman according to his service.
6AndMoshe took the carts and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levi'im.
7Two carts and four oxen he gave unto the Bnei Gershon, according to their service;
8 And four carts and eight oxen he gave unto the Bnei Merari, according unto their

service, under the hand of Itamar ben Aharon HaKohen.
9But unto the Bnei Kehat he gave none, because the service of HaKodesh belonging unto

themwas that they should bear upon their shoulders.
10And theNasiim offered for dedicating of theMizbe'ach in the day that it was anointed,

even the Nasiim (Rulers) offered their korban before theMizbe'ach.
11And HASHEM said unto Moshe, They shall offer their korban, each Nasi on his day, for

the dedicating of the Mizbe'ach.
12 And he that offered his korban the first day was Nachshon Ben Amminadav, of the

tribe of Yehudah;
13 And his korban was one silver bowl, the weight thereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to the shekel HaKodesh; both of
themwere full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;
† 6:18 See Ac 21:24
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14One ladle of ten shekels of zahav, full of ketoret;
15One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
16One kid of the goats for a chattat;
17And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Nachshon ben Amminadav.
18On the second day Netanel ben Tzuar, prince of Yissakhar, did offer:
19He offered for his korban one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and

thirty shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of
them full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

20One ladle of zahav of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
21One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
22One kid of the goats for a chattat;
23And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Netanel ben Tzuar.
24On the third day Eliav ben Chelon, Nasi of the Bnei Zevulun, did offer:
25 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

26One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
27One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
28One kid of the goats for a chattat;
29And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Eliav ben Chelon.
30On the fourth day Elitzur ben Shede'ur, Nasi of the Bnei Reuven, did offer:
31His korban was one silver bowl of the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, one

silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them full of fine
flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

32One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
33One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
34One kid of the goats for a chattat;
35And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Elitzur ben Shede'ur.
36On the fifth day Shelumiel ben Tzurishaddai, Nasi of the Bnei Shim'on, did offer:
37 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

38One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
39One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
40One kid of the goats for a chattat;
41And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Shelumiel ben Tzurishaddai.
42On the sixth day Elyasaph ben De'uel, Nasi of the Bnei Gad, offered:
43His korbanwas one silver bowl of theweight of anhundred and thirty shekels, a silver

basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them full of fine flour
mixed with oil for a minchah;

44One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
45One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
46One kid of the goats for a chattat;
47And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Elyasaph ben De'uel.
48On the seventh day Elishama ben Ammihud, Nasi of the Bnei Ephrayim, offered:
49 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

50One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
51One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
52One kid of the goats for a chattat;
53And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Elishama ben Ammihud.
54On the eighth day Gamli'el ben Pedahtzur, Nasi of the Bnei Menasheh offered:
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55His korban was one silver bowl of the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, one
silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them full of fine
flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

56One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
57One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah (burnt offering);
58One kid of the goats for a chattat;
59And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Gamli'el ben Pedahtzur.
60On the ninth day Avidan ben Gideoni, Nasi of the Bnei Binyamin, offered:
61 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

62One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
63One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
64One kid of the goats for a chattat;
65And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Avidan ben Gideoni.
66On the tenth day Achi'ezer ben Ammishaddai, Nasi of the Bnei Dan, offered:
67 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

68One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
69One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
70One kid of the goats for a chattat;
71And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Achi'ezer ben Ammishaddai.
72On the eleventh day Pagiel ben Okhran, Nasi of the Bnei Asher, offered:
73 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

74One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
75One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
76One kid of the goats for a chattat;
77And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Pagiel ben Okhran.
78On the twelfth day Achira ben Enan, Nasi of the Bnei Naphtali, offered:
79 His korban was one silver bowl, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty

shekels, one silver basin of seventy shekels, according to shekel HaKodesh; both of them
full of fine flourmixed with oil for a minchah;

80One golden ladle of ten shekels, full of ketoret;
81One young bull, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for an olah;
82One kid of the goats for a chattat;
83And for a zevach of shelamim, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first

year; this was the korban of Achira ben Enan.
84 This was the dedication of the Mizbe'ach, in the day when it was anointed, by the

Nasiim of Yisroel: twelve bowls of kesef, twelve silver basins, twelve spoons of zahav:
85 Each bowl of silver weighing an hundred and thirty shekels, each basin seventy; all

the silver vesselsweighed two thousandand fourhundred shekels, according to the shekel
HaKodesh;

86The golden spoonswere twelve, full of ketoret, weighing ten shekels apiece, according
to the shekel HaKodesh; all the zahav of the spoons was an hundred and twenty shekels.

87All the oxen for the olah (burnt offering)were twelve bulls, the rams twelve, the lambs
of the first year twelve, with their minchah; and the kids of the goats for chattat twelve.

88And all the oxen for the zevach of the shelamimwere twenty and four bulls, the rams
sixty, the he-goats sixty, the lambs of the first year sixty. This was the dedication of the
Mizbe'ach, after that it was anointed.

89And whenMoshe was gone into the Ohel Mo'ed to speak with Him, then he heard the
voice of One speaking unto him from over the kapporet that was upon the Aron HaEdut,
from between the two keruvim; so He spoke unto him.
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8
[BEHAALOTECHA]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Speak unto Aharon and say unto him, When thou set up the Nerot (lamps), the seven

Nerot (lamps) shall cast light in front of the Menorah.
3 And Aharon did so; he set up the Nerot (lamps) thereof to give light in front of the

Menorah, as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
4And theMenorahwasmade thus of hammered zahav, from its base unto its flowerwas

it hammered out; according unto the mar'eh (pattern) which HASHEM had shown Moshe,
so hemade theMenorah.

5And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
6Take the Levi'im from among the Bnei Yisroel, andmake them tahor.
7And thus shalt thou do unto them, to make them tahor: Sprinkle water of purification

upon them, and let them cause a razor to pass over their basar, and let them wash their
clothes, and somake themselves tahor.

8Then let them take a young bull with its minchah, even fine flour mixed with shemen,
and another young bull shalt thou take for a chattat.

9And thou shalt bring the Levi'im before the OhelMo'ed: and thou shalt gather Kol Adat
Bnei Yisroel together;

10And thou shalt bring the Levi'im before HASHEM; and the Bnei Yisroel shall lay their
hands upon the Levi'im;

11AndAharon shall offer the Levi'imbeforeHASHEM for a tenufah from the Bnei Yisroel,
that theymay perform the Avodat HASHEM.

12And the Levi'im shall lay their hands upon the rosh of the bulls; and thou shalt offer
the one for a chattat, and the other for an olah, unto HASHEM, to make kapporah for the
Levi'im.

13And thou shalt set the Levi'im before Aharon, and before his Banim, and offer them
for a tenufah unto HASHEM.

14Thus shalt thou set apart as separate the Levi'im fromamong the Bnei Yisroel; and the
Levi'im shall be Mine.

15Andafter that shall the Levi'im go in to do the service of theOhelMo'ed; and thou shalt
make them tahor and offer them for a tenufah.

16 For they are wholly given unto Me from among the Bnei Yisroel; instead of such as
open everywomb, even instead of the Bechor Kol Bnei Yisroel, have I taken themuntoMe.

17ForKolBechorBnei Yisroel areMine, bothadamandbehemah; on theday that I struck
down kol bechor in Eretz Mitzrayim I set them apart as kodesh for Myself.

18And I have taken the Levi'im takhat (instead of) Kol Bechor Bnei Yisroel.
19And I have given the Levi'im as a gift to Aharon and to his Banim fromamong the Bnei

Yisroel, to do theAvodat Bnei Yisroel in theOhelMo'ed, and tomake kapporah for the Bnei
Yisroel; so that there be no plague among the Bnei Yisroel, when the Bnei Yisroel come
near unto HaKodesh.

20 And Moshe, and Aharon, and Kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, did with the Levi'im according
unto all that HASHEM commanded Moshe concerning the Levi'im, so did the Bnei Yisroel
unto them.

21 And the Levi'im purified themselves, and they immersed their clothes; and Aharon
offered them as a tenufah before HASHEM; and Aharon made kapporah for them to make
them tahor.

22Andafter thatwent the Levi'im in to do their Avodah in theOhelMo'ed beforeAharon,
and before his Banim; just as HASHEM had commanded Moshe concerning the Levi'im, so
did they with them.

23And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
24This is it that belongeth unto the Levi'im: from twenty and five years old and upward

they shall enter to perform service in the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed;
25 And from the age of fifty years they shall retire from the service of the Avodah and

shall serve nomore;
26But shall assist with their brethren in the Ohel Mo'ed, in performing their duties, and

shall do no Avodah. Thus shalt thou do with the Levi'im regarding their duties.

9
1 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe in the Midbar Sinai, in the first month of the second

year after they were come out of Eretz Mitzrayim, saying,
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2Let the Bnei Yisroel also observe the Pesach at its appointed season.
3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, ye shall observe it in its appointed

season; according to kol chukkot of it, according to all the mishpatim thereof, shall ye
observe it.

4AndMoshe spoke unto the Bnei Yisroel, that they should observe the Pesach.
5And they observed the Pesach on the fourteenth day of the firstmonth at twilight in the

Midbar Sinai; according to all that HASHEM commandedMoshe, so did the Bnei Yisroel.
6And there were certain men, who were teme'im by the nefesh (dead body) of an adam,

that they couldnotobserve thePesachon thatday; and theycamebeforeMosheandbefore
Aharon on that day;

7And thosemensaiduntohim,Weare teme'im (unclean)by thenefeshof aman; butwhy
should we be kept back, that we may not offer a korban HASHEM in its appointed season
among the Bnei Yisroel?

8 And Moshe said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what HASHEM will command
concerning you.

9And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
10 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, If anyman of you or of your descendants shall be

tamei by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall observe the Pesach
unto HASHEM.

11 The fourteenth day of the second month* at twilight they shall observe it, and eat it
with matzot andmerorim (bitter herbs).

12 They shall leave none of it unto boker, nor break any bone of it; according to all the
chukkat of the Pesach they shall observe it.

13 But the man that is tahor, and is not in a journey, and faileth to observe the Pesach,
even the same nefesh shall be cut off from among his people; because he brought not the
korban HASHEM at its appointed time, that man shall bear his sin.

14And if ager shall stay forawhileamongyou, andwill observe thePesachuntoHASHEM;
according to the chukkat of the Pesach, and according to the mishpat thereof, so shall he
do; ye shall have one chukkat, both for the ger, and for him that was born in the land.

15And on the day that the Mishkan was set up the Anan covered the Mishkan, namely,
the Ohel HaEdut; and at erev there was upon the Mishkan as it were the appearance of
eish, until boker.

16 So it was tamid: the Anan covered it by day, and the appearance of eish by lailah.
17 And when the Anan was lifted up from the Ohel, then after that the Bnei Yisroel set

out; and in the place where the Anan abode, there the Bnei Yisroel encamped.
18 At the mouth of HASHEM the Bnei Yisroel set out, and at the mouth of HASHEM they

encamped; as long as the Anan abode upon theMishkan they encamped.
19And when the Anan tarried long upon the Mishkan many days, then the Bnei Yisroel

obeyed the order of HASHEM, and did not set out.
20 And so it was, when the Anan was a few days upon the Mishkan; according to the

mouth of HASHEM they encamped; according to themouth of HASHEM they set out.
21 And so it was, when the Anan abode from erev unto boker, and that the Anan was

lifted up in the boker, then they set out; whether it was by yomam valailah that the Anan
was lifted up, they set out.

22 Or whether it were two days, or a month, or longer, that the Anan tarried over the
Mishkan remaining thereon, the Bnei Yisroel abode in their tents, and did not set out; but
when it was lifted up, they set out.

23At themouthofHASHEM they encamped, andat themouthofHASHEM they set out; they
obeyed the order of HASHEM, at themouth of HASHEM by the hand of Moshe.

10
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Make thee two khatzotzerot (trumpets) of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make

them; that thou mayest use them for the calling of the Edah, and for the setting out of the
machanot.

3Andwhen they shall sound them, Kol HaEdah shall assemble themselves to thee at the
entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

4 And if they sound but with one, then the Nasi'im, which are heads of Yisroelʼs
thousands, shall gather themselves unto thee.

5When ye sound a teruah, then themachanot that camp on the east shall go forward.

* 9:11 Iyyar
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6When ye sound a teruah the second time, then the machanot that camp on the south
shall set out; they shall sound a teruah for their settings out.

7But when the Kahal is to be gathered together, ye shall sound it, but ye shall not sound
a teruah.

8And the Bnei Aharon, the kohanim, shall sound the khatzotzerot; and they shall be to
you for a chukkat olam throughout your dorot.

9 And if ye go into milchamah (battle) in your land against the enemy that oppresseth
you, then ye shall sound a blast on the khatzotzerot; and ye shall be remembered before
HASHEM Eloheichem, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.

10 Also in the day of your simcha, and in your moadim, and in the Rosh-Chodesh, ye
shall sound a blast on the khatzotzerot over your olot, and over the zevakhim of your
shelamim; that they may be to you for a memorial reminder before Eloheichem: I am
HASHEM Eloheichem.

11And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the secondmonth, in the second year, that
the Ananwas lifted up from off theMishkan HaEdut.

12And theBnei Yisroel set out in their travels from theMidbar Sinai; and theAnan rested
in theMidbar Paran.

13And they first set out according to themouth of HASHEM by the hand of Moshe.
14 First in place went the degel of the machaneh of the Bnei Yehudah according to their

tzivos; and over his division was Nachshon ben Amminadav.
15And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Yissakhar was Netanel ben Tzuar.
16And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Zevulun was Eliav ben Chelon.
17And the Mishkan was taken down; and the Bnei Gershon and the Bnei Merari set out,

bearing theMishkan.
18 And the degel of the machaneh of Reuven set out according to their tzivos (armies);

and over his division was Elitzur ben Shede'ur.
19Andover thedivisionof the tribe of theBnei Shim'onwas Shelumiel benTzurishaddai.
20And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Gad was Elyasaph ben De'uel.
21And the descendants of Kehat set out, bearing the Mikdash; and they would erect the

Mishkan before their arrival.
22And the degel of the machaneh of the Bnei Ephrayim set out according to their tzivos

(armies); and over his division was Elishama ben Ammihud.
23And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Menasheh was Gamli'el ben Pedahtzur.
24And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Binyamin was Avidan ben Gideoni.
25And the degel of the machaneh of the Bnei Dan set out, which formed the rear guard

of all the machanot throughout their tzivos; and over his division was Achi'ezer ben
Ammishaddai.

26And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Asher was Pagiel ben Okhran.
27And over the division of the tribe of the Bnei Naphtali was Achira ben Enan.
28 Thus was the order of march of the Bnei Yisroel according to their tzivos (armies),

when they set out.
29And Moshe said unto Chovav ben Reuel the Midyani, Mosheʼs khoten (father-in-law),

We are traveling unto the place of which HASHEM said, I will give it you: Come thou with
us, and wewill do thee good; for HASHEM hath promised tov concerning Yisroel.

30 And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my
moledet.

31Andhe* said, Leaveusnot, please; forasmuchas thouhast da'as howweare to encamp
in themidbar, and thoumayest be to us as eyes.

32And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what tov HASHEM shall do unto
us, the samewill we share with thee.

33And they departed from the Mountain of HASHEM three daysʼ journey; the Aron Brit
HASHEMwent before them in the three daysʼ derech, to search out a menuchah for them.

34And theAnanofHASHEMwasupon thembyday,when they set out fromthemachaneh.
35And it came to pass, when the Aron set out, that Moshe said, Rise up, HASHEM, and let

Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee.
36Andwhen it rested, he said, Return, HASHEM, unto the countless thousands of Yisroel.

11
1And when the people complained, it displeased HASHEM; HASHEM heard it; His anger

was kindled; and the Eish HASHEM burned among them, and consumed them that were at
the edge of themachaneh.

* 10:31Moshe
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2And thepeople crieduntoMoshe; andwhenMoshedaveneduntoHASHEM, the eishwas
quenched.

3He called shem hamakom Taverah because the Eish HASHEM burned among them.
4And the rabble thatwas among themfell a-lusting; and theBnei Yisroel alsowept again,

and said, If only we had basar to eat!
5We remember the fish, which we did eat in Mitzrayim at no cost; the cucumbers, and

themelons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic;
6But now our nefesh is dried up; there is nothing at all, besides this manna, before our

eyes.
7 And the manna was like coriander seed, and the color thereof like the color of white

gum resin.
8And the peoplewent about and gathered it, and ground it in handmills, or crushed it in

the mortar, and baked it in pans, andmade cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the taste
of cakes prepared of shemen.

9Andwhen the dew fell upon themachaneh in the lailah, the manna fell with it.
10 Then Moshe heard the people wailing throughout their mishpekhot, every man in

the entrance of his ohel; and the anger of HASHEM was kindled greatly; Moshe also was
displeased.

11AndMoshe said unto HASHEM,Why hast Thou afflicted Thy eved? Andwhy have I not
found chen (favor) in Thy sight, that Thou layest themassa (burden) of all this people upon
me?

12Have I conceived all this people? Have I fathered them, that Thou shouldest say unto
me, Carry them in thy bosom, as the one nursing beareth the nursing infant, unto the land
which Thou didst swear unto their avot?

13Where should I get basar to give unto all this people? For they wail unto me, saying,
Give us basar, that wemay eat.

14 I am not able to carry all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.
15And if Thoudeal thuswithme, killme, please, at once, if I have foundchen inThy sight;

and let me not see mywretchedness.
16AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Gather untoMe seventymen of the Zekenim of Yisroel,

whom thou knowest to be the Ziknei HaAm, and officers over them; and bring them unto
the Ohel Mo'ed, that theymay stand there with thee.

17And I will come down and speak with thee there; and I will take of the Ruach* that is
upon thee, and will put† upon them; and they shall bear the massa HaAm (burden of the
People)with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.

18And say thou unto the people, Set yourselves apart as kodesh against tomorrow, and
ye shall eat basar; for ye have wept in the ears of HASHEM, saying, Who shall give us basar
to eat? For it was well with us in Mitzrayim; therefore HASHEMwill give you basar, and ye
shall eat.

19Lo (not) ye shall eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty
days;

20 But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto
you; because that meastem (ye have rejected)HASHEM Who is among you, and have wept
before Him, saying, Why camewe forth out of Mitzrayim?

21And Moshe said, The people, among whom I am, are 600,000 men on foot; and Thou
hast said, I will give them basar, that theymay eat a whole month.

22 Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? Or shall all the dag
(fish) of the yam be gathered together for them, to suffice them?

23 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Is the Yad HASHEM cut short?‡ Thou shalt see now
whether My Devar shall come to pass unto thee or not.

24AndMoshewentout, and toldHaAmthedivreiHASHEM, andgathered the seventymen
of the Ziknei HaAm, and set them round about the Ohel [Moed].

25AndHASHEM came down in an Anan, and spoke unto him, and took of the Ruach§ that
was upon him, and gave* unto the seventy Zekenim; and it came to pass, that, when the
Ruach† rested upon them, they prophesied, but did not continue.‡

26 But there remained two of the anashim in the machaneh, the shem of the one was
Eldad, and the shemof the otherMedad: and the Ruach§ rested upon them; and theywere

* 11:17Hakodesh † 11:17Him ‡ 11:23 i.e., limited in power § 11:25Hakodesh * 11:25Him † 11:25

Hakodesh ‡ 11:25 See 1Sm 10:6; 19:24; Ac 19:6 § 11:26Hakodesh
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of them that were listed, but went not out unto the Ohel [Moed]; and they prophesied in
themachaneh.

27And there ran a youngman, and told Moshe, and said, Eldad andMedad do prophesy
in themachaneh.

28And Yehoshua BenNun, themesharetMoshe, one of his chosen youngmen, answered
and said, Moshe adoni, forbid them.

29And Moshe said unto him, Are you jealous for my sake? If only kol Am HASHEM were
neviim, and that HASHEMwould put His Ruach upon them*!

30AndMoshe went back to themachaneh, he and the Ziknei Yisroel.
31 And there went forth a wind from HASHEM, it drove in quail from the yam, brought

them down over the machaneh at a height of two cubits from the ground for the distance
of a dayʼs journey all around themachaneh.

32And the people stood up all that yom, and kol halailah, and all the next day, and they
gathered in the quail; he that gathered least gathered ten chomers; and they spread them
all out for themselves round about themachaneh.

33 And while the basar was yet between their teeth, before it was chewed, the wrath
of HASHEM was kindled against the people, and HASHEM struck down the people with a
makkah rabbahme'od (a very great plague).

34And the shemof that placewas calledKivrot-Hata'avah (gravesof greed)because there
they buried the people that lusted.

35And the people set out fromKivrot-Hata'avah unto Chatzerot; and abode at Chatzerot.

12
1AndMiryamandAharon spoke againstMoshe because of the Cushitewomanwhomhe

hadmarried; for he hadmarried a Kushite woman.
2And they said, Hath HASHEM indeed spoken only by Moshe? Hath He not spoken also

by us? And HASHEM heard it.
3 (Now the manMoshe was anav me'od, above all the men which were upon the face of

ha'adamah.)
4And HASHEM spoke suddenly unto Moshe, and unto Aharon, and unto Miryam, Come

out ye three unto the Ohel Mo'ed. And they three came out.
5 And HASHEM came down in an Ammud Anan, and stood in the entrance of the Ohel,

and He called Aharon andMiryam; and they both came forth.
6And He said, Hear nowMy words: If there be a navi among you, I HASHEM will reveal

Myself unto him in amar'ah (vision), and will speak unto him in a chalom.
7Avdi Moshe is not so, who is ne'eman (faithful) in all Mine Bais.
8Withhimwill I speakpehel peh, plainly, andnot indark sayings; and the temuna (form)

of HASHEM shall he behold; why then were ye not afraid to speak against Avdi Moshe?
9And the anger of HASHEMwas kindled against them; and He departed.
10 And the Anan departed from off the Ohel [Moed]; and, hinei, Miryam became

metzora'at (leprous), white as snow: andAharon looked uponMiryam, and, hinei, shewas
metzora'at.

11 And Aharon said unto Moshe, Alas, adoni, I beseech thee, hold not the chattat (sin)
against us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.

12Let her not be as one dead, of whom the basar is half consumed when he cometh out
of his motherʼs womb.

13AndMoshe cried unto HASHEM, saying, El (G-d), refah (heal) her now, I beseech thee.
14And HASHEM said unto Moshe, If her av had but spit in her face, should she not be in

disgrace seven days? Let her be exiled from the machaneh seven days, and after that let
her be received in again.

15AndMiryamwas exiled from themachaneh seven days; and HaAm did not set out till
Miryamwas received in again.

16And afterward HaAm removed from Chatzerot, and encamped in theMidbar Paran.

13
[SHELACHLEKHA]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Send thou anashim, that they may spy out Eretz Kena'an, which I give unto the Bnei

Yisroel: of every tribe of their avot shall ye send aman, every one a nasi among them.

* 11:29 See Yoel 2:27 [3:1]
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3And Moshe by the mouth of HASHEM sent them from the Midbar Paran; all those men
were Roshei Bnei Yisroel.

4And these were their shmot: of the tribe of Reuven, Shammua ben Zakur.
5Of the tribe of Shim'on, Shaphat ben Chori.
6Of the tribe of Yehudah, Kalev ben Yephunneh.
7Of the tribe of Yissakhar, Yigal ben Yosef.
8Of the tribe of Ephrayim, Hoshea ben Nun.
9Of the tribe of Binyamin, Palti ben Raphu.
10Of the tribe of Zevulun, Gaddiel ben Sodi.
11Of the tribe of Yosef, namely, of the tribe of Menasheh, Gaddi ben Susi.
12Of the tribe of Dan, Ammi'el ben Gemalli.
13Of the tribe of Asher, Setur benMicha'el.
14Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nachbi ben Vophsi.
15Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel benMachi.
16 These are the shmot of the men which Moshe sent to spy out the land. And Moshe

called Hoshea ben Nun Yehoshua.*
17AndMoshe sent them to spy out Eretz Kena'an, and said unto them, Get you up to the

Negev, and go up into themountain;
18And see the land, what it is like, and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be

strong or weak, few ormany;
19Andwhat the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; andwhat cities they

be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strongholds;
20And what the land is, whether it be fertile or barren, whether there be wood therein,

or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the timewas the
time of the first ripe grapes.

21 So they went up, and searched the land from the midbar of Tzin unto Rechov, as men
come to Chamat.

22 And they ascended by the south, and came unto Chevron; where Achiman, Sheshai,
and Talmai, the Anak, were. (Now Chevron was built seven shanim before Tzoan in
Mitzrayim.)

23And they came unto theWadi Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branchwith cluster
of anavim echad, and they bore it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the
pomegranates, and of the figs.

24The place was called theWadi Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the Bnei
Yisroel cut down from thence.

25And they returned from searching of the land after arba'im days.
26And they went and came to Moshe, and to Aharon, and to all the congregation of the

Bnei Yisroel, unto the Midbar Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and
unto Kol HaEdah, and showed them the pri ha'aretz.

27And they toldhim, and said,Wecameuntoha'aretzwhere thoudidst sendus, and truly
it floweth with cholov and devash; and this is the fruit of it.

28Nevertheless thepeople are strong that dwell in the land, and the cities arewalled, and
gedolot me'od; andmoreover we saw the Anak there.

29 The Amalek dwell in the eretz of the Negev; and the Chitti, and the Yevusi, and the
Emori, dwell in the hills; and theKena'ani dwell by the yam, andby the bank of the Yarden.

30 And Kalev silenced HaAm before Moshe, and said, Let us go up at once, and take
possession of it; for we are well able to overcome it.

31 But the anashim that went up with him said, We are not able to go up against the
people; for they are chazak (stronger) than we.

32 And they spread an evil report of HaAretz which they had explored unto the Bnei
Yisroel, saying, HaAretz, through which we have gone to explore it, is a land that eateth
up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.

33And there we saw the Nephilim, the Bnei Anak, which come of the Nephilim; and we
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so wewere in their sight.

14
1And Kol HaEdah lifted up their voice, and cried; and HaAmwept that night.
2 And Kol Bnei Yisroel murmured against Moshe and against Aharon: and the Kol

HaEdah said unto them, If only we had died in Eretz Mitzrayim! Or if only we had died
in this midbar!

* 13:16 See Zech 6:11-12 on the personal name of Moshiach in prophecy
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3And why hath HASHEM brought us unto this land, to fall by the cherev, that nasheinu
(ourwives) andour children should be as plunder? Were it not better for us to gobackunto
Mitzrayim?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a Rosh (Leader), and let us go back unto
Mitzrayim.

5ThenMoshe and Aharon fell on their faces before Kol Kehal Adat Bnei Yisroel.
6And Yehoshua ben Nun, and Kalev ben Yephunneh, which were of them that explored

HaAretz, tore their clothes:
7And they spoke unto Kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, saying, HaAretz, which we passed through

to explore it, is a tovah haaretz me'odme'od.
8 If HASHEM delight in us, then Hewill bring us into this land, and give it us; a land zavat

cholov udevash.
9 Only rebel not ye against HASHEM, neither fear ye the Am HaAretz; for they are

lachmeinu (our bread): their protection is departed from them, and HASHEM is with us:
fear them not.

10ButKolHaEdah talkedof stoning themwithavanim. And theKavodHASHEMappeared
in the Ohel Mo'ed before Kol Bnei Yisroel.

11AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, How longwill this people treatMewith contempt? And
how longwill it be until they believe inMe, for all the otot which I have performed among
them?

12 I will strike them downwith dever (pestilence), and disinherit them, and will make of
thee a greater nation andmightier than they.

13And Moshe said unto HASHEM, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for Thou broughtest
up this people in Thy ko'ach [might] from among them;)

14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land; for they have heard that Thou
HASHEM art among this people, that Thou HASHEM art seen eye to eye, and that Thy Anan
standeth over them, and that Thou goest before them, by day in an Ammud Anan, and in
an Ammud Eish by night.

15Now if Thou shalt kill all this people as oneman, then theGoyimwhich have heard the
fame of Thee will speak, saying,

16 Because HASHEM was not able to bring this people into HaAretz which He promised
them by oath, therefore He hath slaughtered (shachat) them in themidbar.

17Andnow, Ibeseech thee, let theKo'achAdonoibegreat, accordingasThouhast spoken,
saying,

18 HASHEM is slow of anger, and of rav chesed, forgiving avon and peysha, and by no
means exonerating the guilty, visiting the avon of the avot upon the banim unto the third
and fourth generation.

19 Selach (forgive!), I beseech thee, the avon of this people according unto the greatness
of Thy chesed, just as Thou hast forgiven this people, fromMitzrayim even until now.

20And HASHEM said, I have pardoned according to thy word:*
21But as surely as I live, KolHaAretz (all theEarth) shall befilledwith theKavodHASHEM.
22 Because all those men which have seen My kavod, and My otot (miraculous signs),

which I performed in Mitzrayim and in the midbar, and have tested Me now these ten
times, and have not paid heed to My voice;

23 Surely they shall not see HaAretz which I swore unto their avot, neither shall any of
them that treatedMewith contempt see it:

24 But Avdi Kalev, because he hath a ruach acheret in him, and hath followed after Me
fully, himwill I bring into HaAretz whereinto he went; and his zera shall inherit it.

25 (Now the Amaleki and the Kena'ani dwelt in the valley.) Tomorrow turn and get you
into themidbar by the way of the Yam Suf.

26And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
27How long shall I bearwith this EdahHara'ah,whichmurmuragainstMe? I haveheard

themurmurings of the Bnei Yisroel, which theymurmur against Me.
28Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith HASHEM, as ye have spoken inMine ears, so will

I do to you:
29 Your corpses shall fall in this midbar; and all that were numbered of you, according

to your entire mispar (number, census), from twenty years old and upward which have
murmured against Me.

30Not one of you shall come into HaAretz, concerning which I swore to make you dwell
therein, except for Kalev ben Yephunneh, and Yehoshua ben Nun.

* 14:20 of petition
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31But your little ones,whichye saidwouldbeplunder, themwill I bring in, and they shall
knowHaAretz which ye have rejected.

32But as for you, your corpses, they shall fall in this midbar.
33 And your banim shall wander† in the midbar arba'im shanah, and bear‡ your

whoredoms,§ until the last of your corpses lies in themidbar.
34After the number of the days in which ye explored HaAretz, even arba'im, each day

for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even arba'im shanah, and ye shall knowMyTenu'a
(Opposition).

35 I, HASHEM, have spoken, I will surely do it unto this Kol HaEdah, that are gathered
together against Me: in this midbar they shall come to an end, and there they shall die.

36And the anashim, which Moshe sent to spy out the land, who returned, andmade Kol
HaEdah to murmur against him, the ones spreading a dibbah (bad report, slander) about
HaAretz,

37Even those anashim that did bring up the evil report of HaAretz, died by themaggefah
before HASHEM.

38But Yehoshua ben Nun, and Kalev ben Yephunneh survived of the anashim that went
to explore HaAretz.

39AndMoshe told these sayings unto Kol Bnei Yisroel: and HaAmmourned greatly.
40 And they rose up early in the boker, and went up into the height of the hill country,

saying, Behold, we are here, and will go up unto the place which HASHEM hath promised:
for we have sinned.

41 And Moshe said, Why now do ye transgress the utterance of HASHEM? This will not
succeed.

42 Go not up, for HASHEM is not among you; that ye be not struck down before your
enemies.

43For the Amaleki and the Kena'ani are there before you, and ye shall fall by the cherev:
because ye are turned away fromHASHEM, therefore HASHEMwill not be with you.

44But they presumed to go upunto the ridge of themountain: nevertheless theAronBrit
HASHEM, andMoshe, departed not out of themachaneh.

45Then the Amaleki came down, and the Kena'ani which dwelt in that hill country, and
struck them down, and put them to rout, even unto Chormah.

15
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Speakunto theBneiYisroel, and sayunto them,Whenyebeenter intoEretzMoshevote-

ichem (Land of your Homes), which I give unto you,
3And will make an offering by eish unto HASHEM, an olah or a zevach in performing a

neder, or in a nedavah or in yourmo'adim, tomake a re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM, of the
herd or of the flock;

4Then shall he that offereth his korban unto HASHEM bring a minchah of a tenth ephah
of flourmixed with the fourth part of a hin of shemen.

5And the fourthpart of ahinof yayin for anesekh shalt thoupreparewith theolah (burnt
offering) or zevach, for one keves (lamb).

6Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a minchah two-tenths ephah of flour mixed with
the third part of a hin of shemen.

7And for a nesekh thou shalt offer the third part of an hin of yayin, for a re'ach nichoach
unto HASHEM.

8Andwhen thou preparest a bull for an olah (burnt offering), or for a zevach in fulfilling
a vow, or shelamim unto HASHEM:

9 Then shall he bring with a bull a minchah of three-tenths ephah of flour mixed with
half a hin of shemen.

10And thou shalt bring for a nesekh half a hin of yayin, for an offering made by eish, a
re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM.

11Thus shall it be done for one bull, or for one ram, or for a seh from the lambs, or from
the goats.

12According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according
to their mispar.

13All that are native-born shall do these things after this manner, in offering an offering
made by eish, of a re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM.

† 14:33wandering ro'im ‡ 14:33 the penalty of § 14:33 zenut, spiritual disloyalty and rebellion
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14 And if a ger stays temporarily with you, or whosoever be among you in your dorot,
and will offer an offering made by eish, of a re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM; as ye do, so he
shall do.

15One chukkah shall be both for you of the Kahal, and also for the ger that sojourneth
with you, a chukkat olam in your dorot; as ye are, so shall the ger be before HASHEM.

16One torah and onemishpat shall be for you, and for the ger that sojourneth with you.
17And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
18 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them, When ye come into HaAretz whither

I bring you,
19Then it shall be, that, when ye eat of the lechem HaAretz, ye shall offer up a terumah

unto HASHEM.
20Ye shall offer up a challah (loaf, cake) of the first of your kneading for a terumah; as ye

do the terumat goren (gift of the threshing floor), so shall ye set it aside.
21Of the first of your kneading ye shall give unto HASHEM a terumah in your dorot.
22 And if ye have sinned unintentionally, and not observed all these mitzvot, which

HASHEM hath spoken untoMoshe,
23 Even all that HASHEM hath commanded you by the hand of Moshe, from the day that

HASHEM commandedMoshe, and henceforward among your dorot;
24 Then it shall be, if it be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of HaEdah,

that Kol HaEdah shall offer one young bull for an olah, for a re'ach nichoach untoHASHEM,
with its minchah, and its nesekh, according to the mishpat, and one kid of the goats for a
chattat.

25And the kohen shall make kapporah for Kol Adat Bnei Yisroel and it shall be forgiven
them; for it is shegagah (inadvertence); and they shall bring their korban, a sacrificemade
by eish unto HASHEM, and their chattat before HASHEM, for their shegagah;

26And it shall be forgivenKolAdatBnei Yisroel, and the ger that sojournethamong them;
seeing Kol HaAmwere in shegagah.

27And if any nefesh sin through shegagah, then he shall bring a she-goat of the first year
for a chattat.

28 And the kohen shall make kapporah for the nefesh that was inadvertant, since he
sinneth by shegagah before HASHEM, to make kapporah for him; and it shall be forgiven
him.

29 Ye shall have one torah for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is
born among the Bnei Yisroel, and for the ger that sojourneth among them.

30But thenefesh that sinnethwithayadramah (highhand, defiantly), whetherhebeborn
in the land, or a ger, the same blasphemes HASHEM; and that nefesh shall be cut off from
among his people.

31Becausehehathdespised theDevarHASHEM, andhathbrokenHismitzvah, thatnefesh
shall utterly be cut off; his avon shall be upon him.

32And while the Bnei Yisroel were in the midbar, they found aman that gathered sticks
on Shabbos.

33And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moshe and Aharon, and
unto Kol HaEdah.

34And they put him under custody, because it was not declared what should be done to
him.

35AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Theman shall be surely put to death; Kol HaEdah shall
stone himwith avanim outside themachaneh.

36 And Kol HaEdah brought him outside the machaneh, and stoned him with avanim,
and he died; as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

37And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
38 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and bid them that they make them tzitzis on the corners

of their garments throughout their dorot, and that they put upon the tzitzis of the corners
a thread of turquoise wool;

39And it shall be unto you for a tzitzit, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the
mitzvot HASHEM, and do them; and that ye follow not after your own lev and your own
eyes, after which ye used to go a-whoring:

40That yemay remember, and do all Mymitzvot, and be kedoshim unto Eloheichem.
41 I am HASHEM Eloheichem, Who brought you out of Eretz Mitzrayim, to be for you

Elohim: I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

16
[KORACH]
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1NowKorachbenYitzhar benKehat benLevi, andDatanandAviram, theBnei Eliav, and
On ben Pelet, Bnei Reuven, became insolent;

2And they rose up beforeMoshe, with certain of the Bnei Yisroel, two hundred and fifty
Nasi'ei Edah, chosen from the assembly, men of renown;

3 And they gathered themselves together against Moshe and against Aharon, and said
unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing Kol HaEdah are Kedoshim, every one of
them, andHASHEM isamong them;why then lift yeupyourselvesabove theKehalHASHEM?

4AndwhenMoshe heard it, he fell upon his face;
5Andhe spoke untoKorach andunto all his edah, saying, In the bokerHASHEMwill show

who are His, and who is the kadosh; and will cause him to come near unto Him: even him
whomHe hath chosen will He cause to come near unto Him.

6This do: take you fire pans, Korach, and all his edah;
7And put eish therein, put ketoret in them before HASHEM tomorrow; it shall be that the

man whom HASHEM doth choose, he shall be haKadosh; ye take too much upon you, ye
Bnei Levi.

8AndMoshe said unto Korach, Hear, now, ye Bnei Levi:
9 Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that Elohei Yisroel hath separated you from the

Adat Yisroel, to bring you near to Himself to do the Avodat Mishkan HASHEM, and to stand
before the Edah tominister unto them?

10And He hath brought thee near to Him, and all thy brethren the Bnei Levi with thee;
and seek ye the Kehunah also?

11Forwhich causeboth thouandall thy edahare gathered together againstHASHEM; and
what is Aharon, that ye murmur against him?

12AndMoshe sent to call Datan andAviram, the Bnei Eliav, which said,Wewill not come
up.

13 Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of an Eretz zavat cholov udevash, to
kill us in themidbar, yet thou also keep trying to dominate us?

14Moreover thou hast not brought us into an Eretz zavat cholov udevash, or given us
nachalah of sadeh andkerem;wilt thou gouge out the eyes of thesemen? Wewill not come
up.

15AndMoshe was very angry, and said unto HASHEM, Respect not thou their minchah; I
have not taken one donkey from them, neither have I wronged one of them.

16AndMoshe said unto Korach, Be thou and all thy edah before HASHEM, thou, they, and
Aharon, tomorrow;

17 And take every man his fire pan, put ketoret in them, and bring ye before HASHEM
everyman his fire pan, 250 fire pans; thou also, and Aharon, each of you his fire pan.

18And they took every man his fire pan and put eish in them and laid ketoret thereon,
and stood in the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed withMoshe and Aharon.

19 And Korach gathered kol haedah against them unto the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed;
and the Kavod HASHEM appeared unto Kol HaEdah.

20And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
21 Separate yourselves from among this edah, that I may consume them in amoment.
22And they fell upon their faces, and said, El EloheiHaRuchotL'CholBasar, shall oneman

sin, and wilt Thou be angry with Kol HaEdah?
23And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
24 Speak unto HaEdah, saying, Get you up away from the mishkan (dwelling place) of

Korach, Datan, and Aviram.
25AndMoshe rose up andwent unto Datan and Aviram; and the Ziknei Yisroel followed

him.
26And he spoke unto HaEdah, saying, Move back, now, from the tents of these anashim

resha'im, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their chattot.
27 So they moved back from the mishkan Korach, Datan, and Aviram, on every side;

Datan and Aviram came out, and stood in the entrance of their tents, their wives, their
banim, and their little ones.

28 And Moshe said, Hereby ye shall know that HASHEM hath sent me to do all these
ma'asim; for I have not done them of mine ownwill.

29 If these men die the common death of kol haAdam, or if they be visited after the
visitation of kol haAdam, then HASHEM hath not sent me.

30But if HASHEM creates a new thing, andhaadamahopenhermouth, and swallow them
up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down chayyim into Sheol; then ye shall
have da'as that these men have spurned HASHEM.
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31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these devarim, that
haadamah split asunder that was under them:

32And ha'aretz opened hermouth, and swallowed them up, their batim (houses), all the
men that were of Korach, and all their possessions.

33 They, and all that were of them, went down chayyim into Sheol, and ha'aretz closed
over them; and they perished from themidst of the Kahal.

34And Kol Yisroel that were round about them fled at the cry of them, for they said, Lest
ha'aretz swallow us up also.

35 And there came out from HASHEM an eish, and consumed the 250 men that offered
ketoret.

17
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe saying,
2SpeakuntoEl'azarbenAharonHaKohen thathe takeup thefirepansoutof theburning,

and scatter thou the eish yonder; for they are set apart as kodesh.
3 The fire pans of these chatta'im against their own nefashot, let them make them

hammered-out sheets for a covering of the Mizbe'ach: for they offered them before
HASHEM, therefore they became kadosh; and they shall be an ot unto the Bnei Yisroel.

4And El'azar HaKohen took the bronze fire pans, wherewith they that were burned had
offered; and theymade hammered-out sheets for an overlay of the Mizbe'ach:

5 To be a memorial reminder unto the Bnei Yisroel, that no zar, which is not of the zera
Aharon, encroach toofferketoret beforeHASHEM; thathebenot asKorach, andashis edah,
as HASHEM said to him by the hand of Moshe.

6But the next day Kol Adat Bnei Yisroel murmured against Moshe and against Aharon,
saying, Ye have killed the AmHASHEM.

7 And it came to pass, when HaEdah was gathered against Moshe and against Aharon,
that they looked toward the Ohel Mo'ed; and, hinei, the Anan covered it, and the Kavod
HASHEM appeared.

8AndMoshe and Aharon came before the Ohel Mo'ed.
9And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe saying,
10Get you away from among this edah, that I may consume them as in a moment. And

they fell upon their faces.
11 And Moshe said unto Aharon, Take a fire pan, and put eish therein from off the

Mizbe'ach, and put ketoret, and go quickly unto HaEdah, and make kapporah for them;
for there is Ketzef (Wrath) gone out fromHASHEM; the plague is begun.

12 And Aharon took as Moshe commanded, and ran into the midst of the Kahal; and,
hinei, the plague was begun among HaAm: and he offered ketoret, and made kapporah
for HaAm.

13And he stood between themesim and the chayyim; and the plague was stopped.
14Now they that were the mesim in the maggefah (plague)were fourteen thousand and

seven hundred, in addition to those whoweremesim by reason of Korach.
15AndAharon returneduntoMoshe unto the entrance of theOhelMo'ed; and the plague

was stayed.
16And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
17 Speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the Bais

Av, of all their Nasiim according to the Bais of their Avot twelve rods; write thou every
manʼs shem upon his matteh (rod, staff).

18And thou shalt write shem Aharon upon the rod of Levi; for one rod shall be for the
Rosh of the Bais of their Avot.

19And thou shalt lay them up in the Ohel Mo'ed before HaEdut, where I will meet with
you there.

20And it shall come to pass, that the manʼs rod, whom I shall choose, shall sprout; and I
will rid Myself of themurmurings of the Bnei Yisroel, whereby theymurmur against you.

21AndMoshe spoke unto the Bnei Yisroel, and every one of their Nasiim gave him a rod
apiece, for each nasi one, according to their Bais Avot, even twelve rods; and the rod of
Aharon was among their rods.

22AndMoshe laid up the rods before HASHEM in the Ohel HaEdut.
23And it came to pass, that the next dayMoshe entered into the Ohel HaEdut; and, hinei,

the rod of Aharon for the Bais Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and yielded almonds.

24 And Moshe brought out all the rods from before HASHEM unto Kol Bnei Yisroel; and
they looked, and took everyman his rod.
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25AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Bring Aharonʼs rod again before HaEdut, to be kept for
an ot (sign) against the rebels; and thou shalt quite put an end to theirmurmurings against
Me, that they die not.

26AndMoshe did so; as HASHEM commanded him, so did he.
27 And the Bnei Yisroel spoke unto Moshe, saying, See, we die, we perish, we will all

perish.
28Whoever even encroaches upon theMishkanHASHEM shall die. Shallwebe consumed

with dying?

18
1 And HASHEM said unto Aharon, Thou and thy Banim and thy Bais Av with thee shall

bear the avon (guilt) of theMikdash; and thou and thy Banimwith thee shall bear the avon
of the kehunah of you.*

2And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the Shevet Avicha, bring thouwith thee, that
theymay be joined unto thee, andminister unto thee; while thou and thy Banimwith thee
are before the Ohel HaEdut.

3And they shall stand your guard duty, and the duty of Kol HaOhel; only they shall not
come near the Klei HaKodesh and theMizbe'ach, that neither they, nor ye also, die.

4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and stand guard duty of the Ohel Mo'ed, for kol
Avodat HaOhel; and a zar shall not encroach unto you.

5And ye shall stand guard of HaKodesh, and stand guard of theMizbe'ach; that there be
no Ketzef (Wrath) anymore upon the Bnei Yisroel.

6AndI,hinei, IMyselfhave takenyourbrethren theLevi'imfromamong theBneiYisroel;
to you they are given as amattanah (gift) to HASHEM, to do the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed.†

7 Therefore thou and thy Banim with thee shall be shomer over your Kehunah with
everything of the Mizbe'ach, and within the Parochet; and ye shall do the Avodas service:
I have given your Kehunah unto you as an Avodas Mattanah; and the zar (unauthorized
one) that shall encroach shall be put to death.

8 And HASHEM spoke unto Aharon, Hinei, I also have given thee the charge of Mine
terumot of kol Kodoshei Bnei Yisroel; unto thee have I given them by reason of the
moshchah (kohenʼs allotted portion), and to thy Banim, as a chok olam.

9 This shall be thine of the kodesh hakodashim, reserved from the eish; every korban
of theirs, every minchah of theirs, and every chattat of theirs, and every asham of theirs
which they shall render unto Me, shall be kodesh kodashim for thee and for thy Banim.

10As the kodesh hakodashim shalt thou eat it; every zachar shall eat it; it shall be kodesh
unto thee.

11 And this is thine; the terumah of their gift, with all the tenufot Bnei Yisroel; I have
given them unto thee, and to thy banim and to thy banot with thee, by a chok olam; every
one that is tahor in thy Bais shall eat of it.

12All the best of the oil, and all the best of thewine, and of the grain, the reshit (firstfruit)
of themwhich they shall offer unto HASHEM, them have I given thee.

13Andwhatsoever is Bikkurim in the land, which they shall bring untoHASHEM, shall be
thine; every one that is tahor in thine Bais shall eat of it.

14Every cherem in Yisroel shall be thine.
15 Every thing that openeth the womb in all basar, which they bring unto HASHEM,

whether it be of adam or behemah, shall be thine; nevertheless the bechor haadam shalt
thou surely redeem, and the bechor habehemah hateme'ah shalt thou redeem.

16And those that are to be redeemed from amonth old shalt thou redeem, according to
thine evaluation, for the five silver shekelim, according to the shekel HaKodesh, which is
twenty gerah.

17 But the bechor of a cow, or the bechor of a sheep, or the bechor of a goat, thou shalt
not redeem; they are kodesh; thou shalt sprinkle their dahmupon theMizbe'ach, and shalt
burn their fat for an offeringmade by eish, for a re'ach nichoach unto HASHEM.

18And the basar of them shall be thine, like the breast of the tenufah and like the right
thigh are thine.

19All the terumot hakodashim, which the Bnei Yisroel offer unto HASHEM, have I given
thee, and thybanimand thybanotwith thee, by a chokolam; it is a britmelacholambefore
HASHEM unto thee and to thy zera with thee.

* 18:1 See Ro 3:1 † 18:6 See Ep 4:11
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20And HASHEM spoke unto Aharon, Thou shalt have no nachalah in their land, neither
shalt thou have any chelek among them; I am thy chelek and thine nachalah among the
Bnei Yisroel.

21And, hinei, I have given the Bnei Levi all the ma'aser (tithe) in Yisroel for a nachalah,
for their Avodahwhich they serve, even the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed.

22 Neither must the Bnei Yisroel henceforth come near the Ohel Mo'ed, lest they bear
chet, and die.

23But the Levi'im shall perform the Avodat Ohel Mo'ed, lest they shall nasa (bear) their
avon; it shall be a chukkat olam throughout your dorot, that among the Bnei Yisroel they
have no nachalah.

24But thema'aser of the Bnei Yisroel, which they offer as a terumahuntoHASHEM, I have
given to theLevi'imasanachalah; therefore, Ihave saidunto them,Among theBneiYisroel
they shall have no nachalah.

25And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
26 Thus speak unto the Levi'im, and say unto them, When ye take of the Bnei Yisroel

the ma'aser which I have given you from them for your nachalah, then ye shall raise up
a terumah of it for HASHEM, even ama'aser of thema'aser.

27And this your terumah shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the grain of the
threshing floor, and as the fulness of the winepress.

28 Thus ye also shall offer a terumat HASHEM of all your ma'aserot, which ye receive of
the Bnei Yisroel; and ye shall give thereof terumat HASHEM to Aharon HaKohen.

29Out of all your mattenot ye shall offer every terumat HASHEM, of all the best thereof,
even the set apart as kodesh part thereof out of it.

30Therefore, thou shalt say unto them,When ye have raised up the best thereof from it,
then it shall be counted unto the Levi'im as the increase of the threshing floor, and as the
increase of the winepress.

31Andye shall eat it in everyplace, ye andyourBais: for it is your sachar for yourAvodah
in the Ohel Mo'ed.

32And ye shall bear no chet by reason of it, when ye have raised up from it the best of it;
neither shall ye desecrate the Kodshei Bnei Yisroel, lest ye die.

19
[CHUKAT]

1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto Aharon, saying,
2 This is the chukkat hatorah which HASHEM hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the

Bnei Yisroel, that they bring thee a completely red female cow,* wherein is no blemish,
and uponwhich never came ol (yoke):

3 And ye shall give her unto El'azar HaKohen, that he may bring her forth outside the
machaneh, and one shall slaughter (shachat) her before his face;

4And El'azar HaKohen shall take of her dahmwith his finger, and sprinkle of her dahm
directly before the Ohel Mo'ed seven times;

5And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her hide, and her basar, and her dahm, with
her dung, shall he burn;

6And the kohen shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and crimson thread, and cast it into
themidst of the burning heifer.

7 Then the kohen shall wash his clothes, and he shall immerse his basar in mayim, and
afterward he shall come into themachaneh, and the kohen shall be tamei until the erev.

8 And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in mayim, and immerse his basar in
mayim, and shall be tamei until the erev.

9And a man that is tahor shall gather up the ashes of the cow, and lay them up outside
themachaneh in amakom tahor, and it shall be in safekeeping forHaEdahBnei Yisroel for
water of sprinkling; it is for sin-purification.

10And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be tamei until
theerev; and it shall beunto theBneiYisroel, andunto theger that sojournethamong them,
for a chukkat olam.

11He that toucheth the dead body of anyman shall be tamei shivat yamim.
12He shall make himself tahor with it on the Yom HaShelishi, and on the seventh day

he shall be tahor; but if he does not make himself tahor on the Yom HaShelishi, then the
seventh day he shall not be tahor.

* 19:2 that has not produced a calf
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13Whosoever toucheth the body of anyman that is dead, andmaketh not himself tahor,
makes tamei the Mishkan HASHEM; and that nefesh shall be cut off from Yisroel; because
the water of sprinkling was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be tamei; his tumah is yet
upon him.

14This is the torah, when aman dieth in an ohel, all that come into the ohel, and all that
is in the ohel, shall be tamei seven days.

15And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is tamei.
16And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a cherev in the open fields, or a dead

body, or a bone of a man, or a kever, shall be tamei seven days.
17And for onewho is tamei they shall take of the ashes of the burning of the purification,

and runningmayim shall be put thereto in a vessel;
18And an ish tahor shall take hyssop, and dip it in the mayim, and sprinkle it upon the

ohel, and upon all the vessels, and upon the nefashot that were there, and upon him that
touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a kever;

19And the tahor (clean person) shall sprinkle upon the tamei on the YomHaShelishi, and
on the seventh day; and on the seventh day he shall make himself tahor, and wash his
clothes, and immerse himself in mayim, and shall be tahor at erev.†

20But the man that shall be tamei, and shall not purify himself, that nefesh shall be cut
off from among the Kahal, because he hath contaminated theMikdash HASHEM; thewater
of sprinkling hath not been sprinkled upon him; he is tamei.

21 And it shall be a chukkat olam unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of
sprinkling shall immerse his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of sprinkling shall
be tamei until erev.

22 And whatsoever the tamei person toucheth shall be tamei; and the nefesh that
toucheth it shall be tamei until erev.

20
1 Then came the Bnei Yisroel, even the kol HaEdah into the Midbar of Tzin in the first

month; and the people abode in Kadesh; andMiryam died there, and was buried there.
2And there was nomayim for the Edah; and they gathered themselves together against

Moshe and against Aharon.
3And thepeople contendedwithMoshe, and spoke, saying, If onlywehaddiedwhenour

brethren died before HASHEM!
4 And why have ye brought up the Kahal HASHEM into this midbar, that we and our

livestock should die here?
5 And why have ye made us to come up out of Mitzrayim, to bring us in unto this evil

place? It is no place of zera (grain), or of te'enah (fig), or of gefen (grapevine), or of
pomegranates; neither is there anymayim to drink.

6And Moshe and Aharon went from the presence of the Kahal unto the entrance of the
Ohel Mo'ed, and they fell upon their faces; and the kavod HASHEM appeared unto them.

7And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
8Take the rodandgather thou theEdah together, thouandAharon thybrother, and speak

ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth its mayim, and thou shalt bring
forth to themmayim out of the rock; so thou shalt give the Edah and their beasts drink.

9AndMoshe took the rod from before HASHEM, just as He commanded him.
10AndMoshe and Aharon gathered the Kahal together before the rock, and he said unto

them, Hear now, yemorim (rebels, contentious ones); must we fetch youmayim out of this
rock?

11AndMoshe lifteduphishand, andwithhis rodhe struck the rock twice; and themayim
came out abundantly, and the Edah drank, and their beasts also.

12 And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe and Aharon, Because ye believed Me not, to honor
Me as kadosh in the eyes of the Bnei Yisroel, therefore ye shall not bring this Kahal into
HaAretz which I have given them.

13 These were the Waters of Merivah (Quarreling); because the Bnei Yisroel quarreled
with HASHEM, and He showed Himself kadosh among them.

14 And Moshe sent messengers from Kadesh unto the melech of Edom, Thus saith thy
brother Yisroel, Thou knowest all the hardship that hath befallen us:

15HowAvoteinuwentdown intoMitzrayim, andwehavedwelt inMitzrayima long time;
and the Egyptians did evil to us, and Avoteinu;

† 19:19On themessianic mikveh see Co 2:11-12
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16 And when we cried unto HASHEM, He heard our voice, and sent a malach, and hath
brought us forth out of Mitzrayim; and, hinei, we are in Kadesh, a town in the edge of thy
border;

17Let uspass, please, through thy country;wewill not pass through thefields, or through
the kerem (vineyards), neither will we drink of the mayim of the wells; we will go by the
Derech HaMelech; we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left until we have passed
through thy territory.

18And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass throughme, lest I come out against thee
with the cherev.

19 And the Bnei Yisroel said unto him, We will go by the main road; and if I and my
livestock drink of thymayim, then I will pay for it; I will only, without doing anything else,
pass through onmy feet.

20And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against himwith a large
army, and with a yad chazakah.

21 Thus Edom refused to give Yisroel passage through his border; wherefore Yisroel
turned away from him.

22 And the Bnei Yisroel, even Kol HaEdah, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto Mt
Hor.

23And HASHEM spoke unto Moshe and Aharon in Mt Hor, by the border of Eretz Edom,
saying,

24Aharon shall be gathered unto his people; for he shall not enter into HaAretz which
I have given unto the Bnei Yisroel, because ye rebelled against My word at the Waters of
Merivah.

25Take Aharon and El'azar bno, and bring them up untoMt Hor;
26And strip Aharon of his garments, and put them upon El'azar bno; and Aharon shall

be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.
27And Moshe did as HASHEM commanded; and they went up into Mt Hor in the sight of

Kol HaEdah.
28 And Moshe stripped Aharon of his garments, and put them upon El'azar bno; and

Aharon died there on the top of the mount; and Moshe and El'azar came down from the
mount.

29AndwhenKolHaEdah saw that Aharonwas dead, theymourned for Aharon shloshim
yom, even Kol Bais Yisroel.

21
1And when melech of Arad the Kena'ani, which dwelt in the Negev, heard that Yisroel

came by the Derech HaAtarim; then he fought against Yisroel, and took some of them
prisoners.

2 And Yisroel vowed a neder unto HASHEM, and said, If Thou wilt indeed deliver this
people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.

3 And HASHEM paid heed to the kol Yisroel, and delivered up the Kena'ani; and they
utterly destroyed them and their cities; and the placewas named Chormah (Utter Destruc-
tion).

4And they journeyed fromMt Hor by the way of the Yam Suf, to go around Eretz Edom;
and the nefesh haAmwasmuch impatient because of the way.

5And the people spoke against Elohim, and against Moshe, Why have ye brought us up
out of Mitzrayim to die in themidbar? For there is no lechem, neither is there anymayim;
and our nefesh loatheth this wretched lechem.

6And HASHEM sent fiery nechashim among the people, and they bit the people; and Am
ravmiYisroel died.

7ThereforeHaAmcame toMoshe, and said,Wehave sinned, forwehave spoken against
HASHEM, and against thee; pray untoHASHEM that He take away theNachash fromus. And
Moshe davened for the people.

8AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Make thee a fiery serpent, set it upon a pole; and it shall
come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

9AndMoshemade a nachash of nechoshet, put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if
a nachash had bitten anyman, when he beheld the nachash hanechoshet, then he lived.*

10And the Bnei Yisroel set out, and encamped in Ovot.
11And they journeyed fromOvot, and encamped at Iyei-HaAvarim, in themidbarwhich

is before Moav, toward themizrach hashemesh.

* 21:9 See Yn 3:14-15
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12From thence they removed, and encamped in theWadi Zered.
13From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of Arnon, which is in the

midbar encroaching the Emori; for Arnon is the border of Moav, between Moav and the
Emori.

14Wherefore it is said in the Sefer Milchamot HASHEM,

Vahev b'Sufah
and in the Vadis Arnon,
15And at the stream of the brooks
that goeth down to the site of Ar,
and lieth upon the border of Moav.

16 And from thence they went to Be'er; that is the Well whereof HASHEM spoke unto
Moshe, Gather the people together, and I will give themmayim.

17Then Yisroel sang this shirah (song),

Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it.
18The sarim (princes) dug the well,
the nobles of the people dug it,
by the direction of the Mekhokek (Lawgiver), with their rods.

And from themidbar they went to Mattanah;
19And fromMattanah to Nachaliel; and fromNachaliel to Bamot;
20 And from Bamot in the valley, that is in the country of Moav, to the top of Pisgah,
overlooking the surface of the wasteland.

21And Yisroel sent messengers unto SichonMelech HaEmori, saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land; we will not turn into the fields, or into the kerem

(vineyards); we will not drink of the waters of the well, but we will go along by the Derech
HaMelech until we be past thy borders.†

23And Sichon would not suffer Yisroel to pass through his border; but Sichon gathered
all his army together, andwent out against Yisroel into themidbar; and he came to Yahatz
and fought against Yisroel.

24And Yisroel struck downhimwith the edge of the cherev, and possessed his land from
Arnon unto Yabbok, even unto the Bnei Ammon; for the border of the Bnei Ammon was
fortified.

25AndYisroel tookall these cities; Yisroel dwelt inall the cities of theEmori, inCheshbon,
and in all the villages thereof.

26 For Cheshbon was the city of Sichon Melech HaEmori, who had fought against the
former king of Moav, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.

27Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say,

Come into Cheshbon,
let the city of Sichon
be built and prepared;
28For there is a fire gone out of Cheshbon,
a flame from the city of Sichon;
it hath consumed Ar of Moav,
and citizens of the heights of Arnon.
29Woe to thee, Moav!
Thou art undone, O people of Kemosh;
he hath given his banim as fugitives,
and his banot, captives
unto SichonMelech Emori.
30Downwe have cast them;
Cheshbon is perished even unto Divon,
and we have laid themwaste even unto Nophach,
which reacheth untoMedeva.

31Thus Yisroel dwelt in Eretz HaEmori.
32 And Moshe sent to spy out Yazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out

HaEmori that were there.
† 21:22 Yn 14:6
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33And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan; and Og Melech HaBashan went
out against them, he, and all his army, to the battle at Edre'i.

34AndHASHEM said untoMoshe, Fear himnot: for I have deliveredhim into thy hand, all
his army, his land; thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto SichonMelech HaEmori, which
dwelt at Cheshbon.

35 So they struck him down, and his banim, and all his army, until there was none alive
left to him: and they possessed his land.

22
1And the Bnei Yisroel set forward, and encamped in the plains of Moav on the bank of

the Yarden by Yericho.
[BALAK]

2And Balak ben Tzippor saw all that Yisroel had done to the Emori.
3And Moav was exceedingly afraid of the people, because they were many; and Moav

was filled with dread because of the Bnei Yisroel.
4AndMoav said unto the Ziknei Midyan, Now shall this kahal lick up all that are round

about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the sadeh. And Balak ben Tzippor wasMelech of
Moav at that time.

5He sent malachim (messengers) therefore unto Balaam ben Be'or to Petor, which is by
the River* in his native land, to summon him, saying, Hinei, there is a people come out
fromMitzrayim; hinei, they cover the face of ha'aretz, and they are settling next to me;

6Come now, therefore, please, curse for me this people; for they are too mighty for me;
perhaps I shall prevail, that wemay strike them, and that Imay drive themout of ha'aretz;
for I know that he whom thou blessest is m'vorach (blessed), and he whom thou cursest is
cursed.

7And the Ziknei Moav and the Ziknei Midyan departed with the divination remunera-
tion in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spoke unto him the words of Balak.

8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as
HASHEM shall speak untome; and the sarim of Moav abode with Balaam.

9And Elohim came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee?
10And Balaam said untoHaElohim, Balak ben Tzippor, MelechMoav, hath sent untome,

saying,
11Hinei, there is a people come out of Mitzrayim, which covereth the face of ha'aretz;

come now, curse for me them; perhaps I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them
out.

12And Elohim said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the
people; for baruch hu (it [the people] is blessed).

13 And Balaam rose up in the boker, and said unto the sarim of Balak, Go back to your
land; for HASHEM refuseth to give me permission to go with you.

14And the sarim of Moav rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth
to comewith us.

15And Balak sent yet again sarim, more, andmore distinguished than they.
16And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak ben Tzippor, Let nothing,

please, hinder thee from coming untome;
17 For I will exceedingly reward thee, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me;

come, therefore, please, curse for me this people.
18 And Balaam answered and said unto the avadei Balak, If Balak would give me his

palace full of kesef and zahav, I cannot go beyond the Devar HASHEM Elohai, to do ketanah
or gedolah.

19Now, therefore, please, tarry yealsohere this night, that Imayhaveda'as ofwhatmore
HASHEMwill say untome.

20And it was lailah when Elohim came unto Balaam, and said unto him, Since the men
come to summon thee, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I shall say unto
thee, that shalt thou do.

21 And Balaam rose up in the boker, and saddled his donkey, and went with the sarim
(princes) of Moav.

22But the Af Elohim (G-dʼs anger)was kindled as he was going; and the Malach HASHEM
stood in the derech (road) l'satan (for an adversary, opposer) against him. Now he was
riding upon his donkey, and his two servants were with him.

* 22:5 Euphrates
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23And the donkey saw theMalachHASHEM standing in the derech, andhis cherev drawn
in his hand; and the donkey turned off the derech, and went into the sadeh; and Balaam
beat the donkey, to turn her back onto the derech.

24But the Malach HASHEM stood in the closed-in path among the kramim (vineyards), a
wall being on this side, a wall on that side.

25And when the donkey saw the Malach HASHEM, she thrust herself unto the wall, and
crushed Balaamʼs regel against the wall; and he beat her again.

26 And the Malach HASHEM went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no
derech to turn either to the right or to the left.

27 And when the donkey saw the Malach HASHEM, she lay down under Balaam; and af
Balaamwas kindled, and he beat the donkey with his staff.

28AndHASHEM opened themouth of the donkey, and she said unto Balaam,What have I
done unto thee, that thou hast beatenme these shalosh regalim (three times)?

29And Balaam answered the donkey, Because thou hast mocked me; If only there were
a cherev inmine hand, would I have killed thee.

30And thedonkey saiduntoBalaam,Amnot I thinedonkey, uponwhich thouhast ridden
ever since Iwas thineunto thisday? Was I everaccustomed todo sounto thee? Andhe said,
Loh.

31 Then HASHEM opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the Malach HASHEM standing
in the derech, and his cherev drawn in his hand; and he bowed down his head, and fell
facedown.

32 And the Malach HASHEM said unto him, Why hast thou beaten thine donkey these
shalosh regalim? Hinei, I came l'satan (as adversary, opposer) to thee, because thy derech
is perverse before me;

33 And the donkey saw me, and turned from me these shalosh regalim; had she not
turned fromme, surely now also I would have slain thee, and saved her alive.

34And Balaam said unto the Malach HASHEM, Chatati (I have sinned); for I was without
da'as that thou stoodest in the derech against me; now, therefore, if it displease thee, I will
return home.

35And the Malach HASHEM said unto Balaam, Go with the anashim; but only the devar
(message) that I shall speakunto thee, that thoushalt speak. SoBalaamwentwith the sarim
(princes) of Balak.

36And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto the city
of Moav at the Arnon border, which is in the farthest point of the boundary.

37AndBalak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to summon thee? Why
camest thou not untome? Am I not able indeed to honor thee?

38And Balaam said unto Balak, Hinei, I am come unto thee; have I now any power at all
to say anything? The devar (word, message)which Elohim putteth inmymouth, that shall
I speak.

39And Balaamwent with Balak, and they came unto Kiryat Chutzot.
40And Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the sarim that were

with him.
41And it came to pass on the next day, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up on

the high places of Ba'al, that thence hemight see a portion of HaAm.

23
1AndBalaamsaid unto Balak, Buildmehere shivahmizbechot, andprepare formehere

shivah bulls and shivah rams.
2AndBalak did as Balaamhad spoken; andBalak andBalaamoffered on eachmizbe'ach

a bull and a ram.
3AndBalaamsaiduntoBalak, Standby thyolah, and Iwill go; perhapsHASHEMwill come

tomeetme; andwhatsoeverHe showethme Iwill tell thee. Andhewent to abarrenheight.
4And Elohimmet Balaam, and he said unto Him, I have prepared shivah hamizbechot,

and I have offered upon eachmizbe'ach a bull and a ram.
5AndHASHEMput aword in Balaamʼsmouth, and said, Return unto Balak, and thus thou

shalt speak.
6 And he returned unto him, and, hinei, he stood by his olah, he, and all the sarim of

Moav.
7And he took up his mashal, and said,

BalakMelechMoav hath brought me from Aram (Syria),
out of themountains of the east, saying,
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Come, curse for me Ya'akov,
and come, denounce Yisroel.
8How shall I curse,
whom El hath not cursed?
Or how shall I denounce,
whomHASHEM hath not denounced?
9For from the top of the rocks I see him,
and from the heights I behold him; see,
the people shall live apart,
and shall not be reckoned among the Goyim.
10Who can count the dust of Ya'akov,
and the number of the fourth part of Yisroel?
Let my nefesh die the death of the yesharim (righteous ones),
and let my latter end be like his!

11And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me? I brought thee to curse
mine enemies, and, hinei, thou hast altogether put a brocha on them.

12And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which HASHEM hath put
in mymouth?

13And Balak said unto him, Comewithme unto another place, fromwhere thoumayest
see them; thou shalt see part but not all of them, and curse them for me from there.

14And he brought him into the sadeh of Tzophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built shivah
mizbechot, and offered a bull and a ram on eachmizbe'ach.

15And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy olah, while I meet HASHEM over there.
16AndHASHEMmet Balaam, and put aword in hismouth, and said, Go again unto Balak,

and say thus.
17Andwhenhe came to him, hinei, he stood byhis olah, and the sarimofMoavwith him.

And Balak said unto him,What hath HASHEM spoken?
18And he took up his mashal, and said,

Rise up, Balak, and hear;
pay heed untome, thou son of Tzippor.
19El is not an ish, that He should lie;
neither a ben adam, that He should change His mind;
hath He said, and shall He not do it?
Or hath He spoken, and shall He not carry it out?
20Hinei, I have received commandment to make brocha;
and He hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.
21He hath not beheld aven in Ya'akov,
neither hath He seen amal (trouble) in Yisroel.
HASHEM Elohav is with him,
and the [jubilant] shout of a melech is about him.
22El brought them out of Mitzrayim;
He is for them like the strength of a wild ox.
23 Surely there is no nachash (augury) in Ya'akov;
neither is there any kesem (divination) in Yisroel;
at the time it is spoken to Ya'akov and to Yisroel
what El doeth!
24 See, the people shall rise up as a lioness,
and lift up himself as an ari;
he shall not lie down until he devours the prey,
and drinks the dahm of the slain.

25 And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor at all make a brocha on
them.

26But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Did I not tell thee, saying, All that HASHEM
speaketh, that I must do?

27And Balak said unto Balaam, Come now, I will bring thee unto another place; perhaps
it will please HaElohim that thoumayest curse them for me from there.

28And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Pe'or, that overlooks Yeshimon.
29 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here shivah mizbechot, and prepare here

shivah bulls and shivah rams for me.



BAMIDBAR 23:30 170 BAMIDBAR 24:17

30And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on eachmizbe'ach.

24
1And when Balaam saw that it was tov in the eyes of HASHEM to bless Yisroel, he went

not, as at other times, to use nechashim (sorceries, divination, looking for omens) but he set
his face toward hamidbar.

2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Yisroel encamped according to their
Shevatim; and the Ruach Elohim came upon him.

3And he took up his mashal, and said,

Balaam ben Be'or hath said,
the manwhose eyes are open hath said,
4He hath said which heard the words of El,
which saw themachazeh Shaddai (vision of Shaddai),
which falling prostrate, but having his eyes open:
5Mah tovu ohalecha (How goodly, beautiful, are thy tents), O Ya'akov,
andmishkenotecha (thy dwellings, tabernacles), O Yisroel!
6As the valleys are they* spread forth,
as ganot (gardens) by the riverside,
like aloes which HASHEM hath planted,
and as cedar trees beside themayim.
7He shall pour the†mayim out of his buckets,
and his zera shall havemayim rabbim,
and his Melech shall be more exalted than Agag,
andMalchuso (His Kingdom) shall be upraised.
8El brought him forth out of Mitzrayim.
He hath the strength of a wild bull.
He shall devour the Goyim his enemies
and break their atzmot,
and pierce them through with his khitzim.
9He crouched, he lay down as an ari,
and as the lioness; who shall stir him up?
Mevarakhecha is he that makes a barucha on thee,
and cursed is he that curseth thee.

10 And af Balak (anger of Balak) was kindled against Balaam, and he struck his hands
together; andBalak said untoBalaam, I summoned thee to cursemine enemies, and, hinei,
thou hast altogether blessed them these shalosh pe'amim.

11 Therefore now flee thou to thy mekom; I thought to kibed (honor, reward) thee
honorably; but, hinei, HASHEM hath kept thee back from kavod (honor, reward).

12And Balaam said unto Balak, Spoke I not also to thy malachim which thou didst send
untome, saying,

13 If Balak would give me his bais full of kesef and zahav, I cannot go beyond the
commandment of HASHEM, to do either tovah or ra'ah of mine own lev; but what HASHEM
saith, that will I say!

14And now, hinei, I go back unto my people; come therefore, and I will warn thee what
HaAmHaZeh shall do to thy people in the Acharit HaYamim.

15And he took up his mashal, and said,

Balaam ben Be'or hath said,
the manwhose eyes are open hath said,
16He hath said, which heard the words of El,
and knew the Da'as Elyon,
which saw theMachazeh Shaddai,
falling prostrate, but having his eyes open:
17 I see him, but not now;
I behold him, but not karov (near);
there shall come a Kokhav (Star, i.e. Moshiach, see Targums) out of Ya'akov,
and a Shevet (Sceptre) shall rise out of Yisroel,
and shall strike through the temples‡ of Moav,

* 24:6 the tents of Yisroel † 24:7 rainfall ‡ 24:17 i.e., sides of the head
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and destroy all the Bnei Shet.
18And Edom shall be a possession;
Se'ir also shall be a possession for his enemies;
but Yisroel shall do valiantly.
19Out of Ya'akov shall come he that shall have dominion,
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the Ir.

20Andwhen he looked on Amalek, he took up his mashal, and said,

Amalek was the reshit of the Goyim;
but his acharit (latter end) shall be that unto destruction.

21And he looked on the Keni (Kenites), and took up his mashal, and said,

Strong is thymoshav (dwelling place),
and thou puttest thy ken (nest) in a rock.
22Nevertheless Kayin shall be for burning,
while Ashur (Assyria) shall carry thee away captive.

23And he took up his mashal, and said,

Oy, who shall live when El doeth this?
24And ships shall come from the coast of Kittim (Cyprus),
and shall afflict Ashur (Assyria), and shall afflict Ever,§
and he also shall be unto destruction.

25And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his makom (place, home); and Balak
also went his way.

25
1And Yisroel was staying in Sheetim, and HaAm began to commit whoredom with the

Banot Moav.
2And they invited the people unto the zevakhim of their g-ds; and the people did eat and

bowed down to their g-ds.
3And Yisroel joined himself unto Ba'al-Pe'or;* and the Af HASHEM was kindled against

Yisroel.
4 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Take Kol Rashei HaAm, and kill them, hanging them†

before HASHEM against the shemesh, that the fierce Af HASHEM(Anger ofHASHEM)may be
turned away from Yisroel.

5AndMoshe saidunto the shofetimofYisroel, Slay ye everyonehismen thatwere joined
unto Ba'al-Pe'or.

6And, hinei, one of the Bnei Yisroel came and brought unto his brethren a woman from
Midyan before the eyes of Moshe, and before the eyes of Kol Adat Bnei Yisroel, who were
weeping before the entrance of the Ohel Mo'ed.

7 And when Pinchas ben El'azar ben Aharon HaKohen saw it, he rose up from among
HaEdah, and took a romach (spear) in his yad;

8And he went after the ish Yisroel into the inner tent, and thrust through both of them,
the ish Yisroel, and the isha through her belly. So themaggefah (plague)was stopped from
the Bnei Yisroel.

9And those that were the mesim (dead ones) in the maggefah (plague)were twenty and
four thousand.

[PINCHAS]
10And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
11Pinchas ben El'azar ben Aharon HaKohen, hath turnedMywrath away from the Bnei

Yisroel, when he had kanous (zealousness)withMy kanous among them, that I consumed
not the Bnei Yisroel in My kina (jealousy, zeal, vengeance).

12Therefore say, Hineni, I ammaking unto himMy Brit (Covenant) of Shalom;
13And he shall have it, and his zera after him, even the Brit Kehunat Olam; because he

had kanous for Elohav, andmade kapporah for the Bnei Yisroel.

§ 24:24 i.e., Region beyond the River [Euphrates] * 25:3 See Num 23:28 † 25:4 on a tree, stake
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14Now the shem of the ish Yisroel that was slain, even that was slain with the woman
fromMidyan, was Zimri ben Salu, a nasi of one of the beit avot from the tribe of Shim'on.

15And the shemof the isha fromMidyan thatwas slainwas Kozbi bat Tzur; he‡was rosh
over the people in one of the clans of Midyan.

16And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
17Be hostile toward theMidyanim, and strike them;
18 For they are hostile toward you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you

in the matter of Pe'or, and in the matter of Kozbi bat Nasi Midyan, their achot, which was
slain in the yom of themaggefah that resulted from Pe'or.

19And it came to pass after themaggefah (plague),

26
1 that HASHEM spoke untoMoshe and unto El'azar Ben Aharon HaKohen, saying,
2 Take the rosh (census) of kol Adat Bnei Yisroel from twenty years old and upward,

throughout their bais avot, all that are yotzei tzava (able to go towar) in Yisroel.
3AndMoshe and El'azar HaKohen spoke with them in the arevot Moav (plains of Moav)

by Yarden near Yericho, saying,
4 Take the census of the people, from twenty years old and upward, just as HASHEM

commandedMoshe and the Bnei Yisroel, which went forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim.
5 Reuven, the Bechor Yisroel: the Bnei Reuven; Chanokh, of whom cometh the Mish-

pakhat HaChanokhi; of Pallu, the Mishpakhat HaPallu'i;
6Of Chetzron, Mishpakhat HaChetzroni; of Carmi, the Mishpakhat HaCaremi.
7 These are the Mishpekhot HaReuveni; and they that were numbered of them were

43,730.
8And the Bnei Pallu; Eliav.
9 And the Bnei Eliav; Nemuel, and Datan, and Aviram. This is that Datan and Aviram,

which were summoned by the edah, who made a contention against Moshe and against
Aharon in the adat Korach, when they contended in opposition to HASHEM:

10And ha'aretz opened hermouth, and swallowed them up together with Korach, when
that edah died, when the eish devoured 250; and they became as a nes (warning).

11Notwithstanding, the Bnei Korach died not.
12 The Bnei Shim'on after their mishpekhot: of Nemuel, the Mishpakhat HaNemueli; of

Yamin, the Mishpakhat HaYamini; of Yachin, the Mishpakhat HaYachini;
13Of Zerach, the Mishpakhat HaZarchi; of Sha'ul, the Mishpakhat HaSha'uli.
14These are theMishpekhot HaShim'oni, 22,200.
15 The Bnei Gad after their Mishpekhot; of Tzephon, the Mishpakhat HaTzephoni; of

Chaggi, the Mishpakhat HaChaggi; of Shuni, the Mishpakhat HaShuni;
16Of Ozni, the Mishpakhat HaOzni; of Eri, the Mishpakhat HaEri;
17Of Arod, the Mishpakhat HaArodi; of Areli, the Mishpakhat HaAreli.
18 These are the Mishpekhot Bnei Gad according to those that were numbered of them,

40,500.
19The Bnei Yehudahwere Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in Eretz Kena'an.
20 And the Bnei Yehudah after their Mishpekhot were: of Shelah, the Mishpakhat

HaShelani; of Peretz, the Mishpakhat HaPartzi; of Zerach, the Mishpakhat HaZarchi.
21And the Bnei Peretz were: of Chetzron, the Mishpakhat HaChetzroni; of Chamul, the

Mishpakhat HeChamuli.
22 These are the Mishpekhot Yehudah according to those that were numbered of them,

76,500.
23 Of the Bnei Yissakhar after their Mishpekhot: of Tola, the Mishpakhat HaTola'i; of

Puvah, the Mishpakhat HaPuni;
24Of Yashuv, the Mishpakhat HaYashuvi; of Shimron, the Mishpakhat HaShimroni.
25 These are the Mishpekhot of Yissakhar according to those that were numbered of

them, 64,300.
26 Of the Bnei Zevulun after their Mishpekhot: of Sered, the Mishpakhat HaSaredi; of

Elon, the Mishpakhat HaEloni; of Yachle'el, the Mishpakhat HaYachle'eli.
27 These are the Mishpekhot of the Zevuloni according to those that were numbered of

them, 60,500.
28The Bnei Yosef after their Mishpekhot wereMenasheh and Ephrayim.
29 Of the Bnei Menasheh: of Machir, the Mishpakhat HaMachiri; and Machir fathered

Gil'ad; of Gil'ad come theMishpakhat HaGile'adi.

‡ 25:15 Tzur
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30 These are the Bnei Gil'ad: of I'ezer, the Mishpakhat HaI'ezeri; of Chelek, the Mish-
pakhat HaCheleki;

31AndofAsriel, theMishpakhatHaAsri'eli; and of Shechem, theMishpakhatHaShichmi.
32 And of Shemida, the Mishpakhat HaShemida'i; and of Chepher, the Mishpakhat

Chepheri.
33 And Tzelophechad Ben Chepher had no banim, but banot; and the shem banot

Tzelophechad wereMachlah, No'ah, Choglah, Milcah, and Tirtzah.
34 These are the Mishpekhot of Menasheh, and those that were numbered of them,

52,700.
35 These are the Bnei Ephrayim after their Mishpekhot: of Shutelach, the Mishpakhat

HaShutalechi; ofBekher, theMishpakhatHaBakhri; ofTachan, theMishpakhatHaTachani.
36And these are the Bnei Shutelach: of Eran, the Mishpakhat HaErani.
37 These are the Mishpekhot Bnei Ephrayim according to those that were numbered of

them, 32,500. These are the Bnei Yosef after their Mishpekhot.
38 The Bnei Binyamin after their Mishpekhot: of Bela, the Mishpakhat HaBale'i; of

Ashbel, the Mishpakhat HaAshbeli; of Achiram, theMishpakhat HaAchirami;
39Of Shefufam, theMishpakhatHaShufami; of Chupham, theMishpakhatHaChuphami.
40 And the Bnei Bela were Ard and Na'aman; of Ard, the Mishpakhat HaAredi; and of

Na'aman, the Mishpakhat HaNa'ami.
41These are theBneiBinyaminafter theirMishpekhot; and theywerenumberedof them

45,600.
42 These are the Bnei Dan after their Mishpekhot: of Shucham, the Mishpakhat

HaShuchami. These are theMishpekhot of Dan after their Mishpekhot.
43 All the Mishpekhot HaShuchami, according to those that were numbered of them,

were 64,400.
44 Of the Bnei Asher after their Mishpekhot: of Yimna, the Mishpakhat HaYimnah; of

Yishvi, the Mishpakhat HaYishvi; of Beri'ah, the Mishpakhat HaBeri'i.
45Of the Bnei Beri'ah: of Chever, the Mishpakhat HaChevri; of Malki'el, the Mishpakhat

HaMalki'eli.
46And the shem Bat Asher was Serach.
47These are theMishpekhot Bnei Asher according to those thatwere numbered of them;

whowere 53,400.
48 Of the Bnei Naphtali after their Mishpekhot: of Yachtze'el, the Mishpakhat HaY-

achtze'eli; of Guni, the Mishpakhat HaGuni;
49Of Yetzer, the mishpakhat of the HaYitzri; of Shillem, the Mishpakhat HaShillemi.
50These are theMishpekhotNaphtali according to theirMishpekhot: and they thatwere

numbered of them 45, 400.
51These were the numbered of the Bnei Yisroel, 601,730.
52And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
53Unto these the land shall be allotted for a nachalah according to the mispar (number)

of shmot (names).
54 To those large of number thou shalt give the larger nachalah, and to few thou shalt

give the smaller nachalah: to every one shall his nachalah be given according to those that
were numbered of him.

55Notwithstanding, HaAretz shall be distributedby goral; according to the ShmotMattot
of their Avot they shall inherit.

56According to the goral shall nachalah thereof be distributed betweenmany and few.
57 And these are they that were numbered of the Levi'im after their Mishpekhot: of

Gershon, the Mishpakhat HaGershuni; of Kehat, the Mishpakhat HaKehati; of Merari, the
Mishpakhat HaMerari.

58These are theMishpekhot Levi: theMishpakhatHaLivni, theMishpakhatHaChevroni,
the Mishpakhat HaMachli, the Mishpakhat HaMushi, the Mishpakhat HaKorchi. And
Kehat fathered Amram.

59 And the shem eshet Amram was Yocheved Bat Levi, who was born to Levi in
Mitzrayim: and she bore unto AmramAharon andMoshe, andMiryam their achot.

60And unto Aharon was born Nadav, and Avihu, El'azar, and Itamar.
61And Nadav and Avihu died, when they offered eish zarah before HASHEM.
62 And those that were numbered of them were 23,000, kol zachar from a month old

and upward: for they were not numbered among the Bnei Yisroel, because there was no
nachalah given them among the Bnei Yisroel.

63 These are they that were numbered by Moshe and El'azar HaKohen, who numbered
the Bnei Yisroel in the arevot Moav (plains ofMoav) by Yarden near Yericho.
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64 But among these there was not an ish of them whom Moshe and Aharon HaKohen
numbered, when they numbered the Bnei Yisroel in theMidbar Sinai.

65 For HASHEM had said of them, They shall surely die in the Midbar. And there was not
left an ish from them, except Kalev Ben Yephunneh, and Yehoshua Ben Nun.

27
1Thencame theBanotTzelophechadBenChepherBenGil'adBenMachirBenMenasheh,

of the Mishpekhot Menasheh Ben Yosef: and these are the shmot of his banot: Machlah,
No'ah, and Choglah, andMilcah, and Tirtzah.

2And they stood beforeMoshe, and before El'azar HaKohen, and before the Nasiim and
kol HaEdah, by the petach Ohel Mo'ed, saying,

3 Avinu died in the midbar, and he was not in the edah hano'adim (assembly of ones
banding together) against HASHEM in the Adat Korach; but died in his own chet, and had
no banim.

4Why should the shem avinu be withdrawn* from among his Mishpakhat, because he
hath no ben? Give unto us therefore achuzzah among the achei avinu.

5AndMoshe brought their mishpat before HASHEM.
6And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
7 The Banot Tzelophechad speak right; thou shalt surely give them achuzzat nachalah

among achei avihem; and thou shalt cause the nachalat avihen to pass over unto them.
8And thou shalt speak unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, If an ish die, and have no ben, then

ye shall cause his nachalah to pass over unto his bat.
9And if he have no bat, then ye shall give his nachalah unto his achim.
10And if he have no achim, then ye shall give his nachalah unto achei aviv.
11And if his av have no achim, then ye shall give his nachalah unto his closest relative

of his Mishpakhat, and he shall possess it; and it shall be unto the Bnei Yisroel a chukkat
mishpat, as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

12 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Get thee up on this har haAvarim, and see HaAretz
which I have given unto the Bnei Yisroel.

13 And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aharon
achicha was gathered.

14For ye rebelled againstMy command in theMidbar Tzin, in themerivatHaEdah (strife
of the Assembly) to honorMe as Kodesh before their eyes at themayim: that is, the mayim
of Merivah in Kadesh in theMidbar Tzin.

15AndMoshe spoke unto HASHEM, saying,
16Let HASHEM Elohei HaRuchot L'khol Basar appoint an Ish over HaEdah,
17Which will go out before them, and which will come in before them, and which will

lead them out, and which will bring them in; that the Adat HASHEM be not like tzon which
have no ro'eh.

18 And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Take thee Yehoshua Ben Nun, an ish in whom is the
Ruach,† and lay thine yad‡ upon him;§

19And standhimbeforeEl'azarHaKohen, andbefore kolHaEdahandgivehimacharge*
before their eyes.

20And thou shalt lay of thine hod (dignity, authority, majesty) upon him, so that kol Adat
Bnei Yisroel will obey.

21 And he shall stand before El'azar HaKohen, who shall ask counsel for him after the
mishpat HaUrim before HASHEM: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall
come in, both he, and kol Bnei Yisroel with him, even kol HaEdah.

22AndMoshedid just asHASHEMcommandedhim; andhe tookYehoshua, and stoodhim
before El'azar HaKohen, and before kol HaEdah:

23 And he laid his yadayim† upon him, and gave him a charge,‡ just as HASHEM
commanded by yadMoshe.

28
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Command the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them,My korban, andMy lechembyMyfires,

My re'ach hannichoach, shall ye be shomer to offer unto Me in its mo'ed.
3And thou shalt sayunto them, This is thefire-offeringwhichye shall offeruntoHASHEM;

two kevasim (male lambs) of the first year temimim, two a day, for an olah tamid.

* 27:4 See Rv 3:5 † 27:18HaKodesh ‡ 27:18 for s'michah § 27:18 Zech 6:11-12 * 27:19 instruct himwith
regard to his office † 27:23 for s'michah ‡ 27:23 instructed himwith regard to his office
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4The one keves shalt thou offer in the boker, and the other keves shalt thou offer towards
erev;

5 And a tenth-ephah of fine flour for a minchah, mixed with the fourth-hin of pressed
shemen.

6 It is an olat tamid (continual burnt offering)whichwas ordained inMt Sinai for a re'ach
hannichoach, a fire-offering unto HASHEM.

7 And the nesekh (libation offering) thereof shall be the fourth-hin for the one keves:
baKodesh* shalt thou cause the nesekh shechar to be poured out unto HASHEM.

8And the other keves (male lamb) shalt thou offer at erev: like theminchah of the boker,
and like the nesekh thereof, thou shalt offer it, a fire-offering of re'ach hannicho'ach unto
HASHEM.

9And on YomHaShabbos two kevasim of the first year temimim (unblemished ones) and
two tenths-ephah of fine flour for aminchah,mixedwith shemen, and the nesekh thereof;

10This is the olah (burnt offering) of every Shabbos, in addition to the continual olah, and
its nesekh.

11 And at each Rosh-Chodesh of yours, ye shall offer an olah unto HASHEM; two young
bulls, and one ram, shivah kevasim (male lambs) of the first year temimim (unblemished
ones);

12And three tenths-ephah of fine flour for aminchah,mixedwith shemen, for each bull;
and two tenths-ephah of fine flour for aminchah, mixed with shemen for the one ram;

13And a tenth-ephah of fine flour mixed with shemen for a minchah for each keves; for
an olah (burnt offering) of a re'ach hannichoach, a fire-offering unto HASHEM.

14 And their nesakhim shall be a half-hin for each bull, and the third-hin for the ram,
and a quarter-hin for each keves: this is the olah (burnt offering) for every Rosh Chodesh
throughout themonths of the shanah (year).

15 And one young male goat for a chattat unto HASHEM shall be offered. It shall be in
addition to the continual olah (burnt offering), and its nesekh.

16And in the fourteenth day of the chodeshharishon (firstmonth i.e., Nisan) is the Pesach
to HASHEM.

17And in the fifteenth day of this month is a Chag:† shivat yamim shall matzot be eaten.
18 In the yomharishon shall be amikra kodesh (holy convocation); ye shall donomanner

of melekhet avodah therein;
19 But ye shall offer a fire-offering for an olah unto HASHEM; two young bulls, and one

ram, and shivah kevasim of the first year; they shall be unto you temimim (unblemished
ones).

20And theirminchah shall be of fine flourmixedwith shemen: three tenths-ephah shall
ye offer for each bull, and two tenths-ephah for the ram;

21One tenth-ephah shalt thou offer for each keves, of the shivat hakevasim.
22And one goat for a chattat, to make kapporah for you.
23Ye shall offer these in addition to the olah (burnt offering) of the boker, which is for the

olat hatamid (continual burnt offering).
24 After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the shivat yamim (seven days):‡

lechem, a fire-offering, reiach hannichoach unto HASHEM: it shall be offered in addition
to the olat hatamid (the continual burnt offering), and its nesekh.

25 And on the yom hashevi'i ye shall have a mikra kodesh; ye shall do no melekhet
avodah.

26Also in the YomHaBikkurim, when ye bring aminchah chadashah§ unto HASHEM, on
your Shavu'os, ye shall have amikra kodesh; ye shall do nomelekhet avodah:

27But ye shall offer the olah (burnt offering) for a reach hannichoach unto HASHEM; two
young bulls, one ram, shivah kevasim of the first year;

28And theirminchah of fine flourmixedwith shemen, three tenths-ephah for each bull,
two tenths-ephah for the ayil haechad (one ram).

29One tenth-ephah unto one keves for each of the shivat hakevasim;
30And onemale goat, to make kapporah for you.
31Ye shall offer them in addition to the olat hatamid and itsminchah, (they shall be unto

you tamimim, unblemished ones) and their nesakhim.

* 28:7 i.e., theMizbe'ach † 28:17 i.e., ChagHaMatzot ‡ 28:24 i.e., the seven days of the ChagHaMatzot § 28:26
i.e., meal offering or grain offering from the new grain crop
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29
1 And in the Chodesh Hashevi'i* on the first day of the month, ye shall have a mikra

kodesh; ye shall do no melekhet avodah; it is a Yom Teruah (Day of the sounding of the
Shofar, i.e., RoshHashanah) unto you.

2And ye shall offer an olah (burnt offering) for a reach hannichoach unto HASHEM; one
young bull, one ram, and shivah kevasim (male lambs) of the first year temimim.

3And theirminchah shall be of fineflourmixedwith shemen, three tenths-ephah for the
bull, and two tenths-ephah for the ram,

4And one tenth-ephah for each keves of the shivat hakevasim;
5And onemale of the goats for a chattat to make kapporah for you;
6 In addition to the olat hachodesh and its minchah, and the olat hatamid and its

minchah, and their nesakhim, according to themishpatim, for a reachhannichoach, afire-
offering unto HASHEM.

7 And ye shall have on the tenth day (i.e, Yom Kippur) of this seventh month† a mikra
kodesh (holy convocation); and ye shall afflict your nefashot; ye shall not do anymelachah
therein;

8 But ye shall offer an olah (burnt offering) unto HASHEM for a reach hannichoach; one
young bull, one ram, and shivah kevasim of the first year; they shall be unto you temimim
(unblemished ones);

9And theirminchah shall be of fineflourmixedwith shemen, three tenths-ephah for the
bull, and two tenths-ephah for the one ayil (ram),

10And one tenth ephah for each keves of the shivat hakevasim;
11Onemale of the goats for a chattat; in addition to the chattat hakippurim (sin offering

of the atonement), and the olat hatamid and its minchah and their nesakhim.
12And on the fifteenth day of the Chodesh HaShevi'i‡ ye shall have a mikra kodesh; ye

shall do nomelekhet avodah, and ye shall celebrate a Chag§ unto HASHEM shivat yamim;
13And ye shall offer an olah, a fire-offering, a reach hannichoach unto HASHEM; thirteen

young bulls, two rams, and fourteen kevasim of the first year; they shall be temimim
(unblemished ones);

14And their minchah shall be of fine flourmixedwith shemen, three tenths-ephah unto
every bull of the thirteen bulls, two tenths-ephah to each ram of the two rams,

15And one tenth-ephah to each keves of the fourteen kevasim;
16 And one male of the izzim (goats) for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid, its

minchah and its nesekh.
17And on the second day ye shall offer twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen kevasim

of the first year temimim (unblemished ones);
18And theirminchahand their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,

shall be according to their mispar (number), as mishpat (specified).
19Andonemaleof the izzimforachattat inaddition to theolathatamid, and theminchah

thereof, and their nesakhim.
20And on the Yom HaShelishi eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen kevasim of the first year

temimim;
21And theirminchahand their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,

shall be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);
22 And one goat for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid, and its minchah, and its

nesekh.
23 And on the fourth day ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen kevasim of the first year

temimim;
24 Their minchah and their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,

shall be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);
25And one male of the izzim for a chattat in addition to the olat hatamid, its minchah,

and its nesekh.
26 And on the fifth day nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen kevasim of the first year

temimim;
27And theirminchahand their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,

shall be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);
28 And one goat for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid, and its minchah, and its

nesekh.

* 29:1 i.e., Tishri † 29:7 i.e., Tishri ‡ 29:12 i.e., Tishri § 29:12 i.e., Sukkot, see Lv 23:33-36; Dt 16:13-15
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29 And on the sixth day eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen kevasim of the first year
temimim;

30And theirminchahand their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,
shall be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);

31And one goat for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid, itsminchah, and its nesekh.
32And on the seventh day seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen kevasim of the first year

temimim;
33And theirminchahand their nesakhim for the bulls, for the rams, and for the kevasim,

shall be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);
34And one goat for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid, itsminchah, and its nesekh.
35On the eighthday* ye shall have anatzeret (assembly): ye shall donomelekhet avodah

therein;
36But ye shall offer an olah, a fire offering, a reach hannichoach unto HASHEM: one bull,

one ram, shivah kevasim of the first year temimim;
37Theirminchah and their nesakhim for the bull, for the ram, and for the kevasim, shall

be according to their mispar, as mishpat (specified);
38 And one goat for a chattat; in addition to the olat hatamid and its minchah and its

nesekh.
39 These things ye shall do unto HASHEM in your Mo'adim, in addition to your nederim,

and your nedavot, for your olat, and for your minchot, and for your nesakhim, and for
your shelamim.

30
1AndMoshe told the Bnei Yisroel according to all that HASHEM commandedMoshe.
[MATOT]

2And Moshe spoke unto the Rashei HaMattot (Heads of the Tribes) concerning the Bnei
Yisroel saying, This is the thing which HASHEM hath commanded:

3 If an ish vow a neder unto HASHEM, or swear a shevu'ah (oath) to bind his nefesh with
an issar (negative vow, prohibition), he shall not break his devar, he shall do according to
all that proceedeth out of his mouth.

4 If an isha also vow a neder unto HASHEM, and bind herself by an issar, being in her bais
avi in her youth;

5And her av hear her neder, and her issar wherewith she hath bound her nefesh, and
her av says nothing to her, then all her nedarim shall stand, and every issarwherewith she
hath bound her nefesh shall stand.

6But if her av disallow her in the yom that he heareth, not any of her nedarim, or of her
issurim (negative vows, prohibitions) wherewith she hath bound her nefesh, shall stand;
and HASHEM shall forgive her, because her av forbade her.

7And if she had at all an ish,when shemadenedarimorutterance of her lips, wherewith
she bound her nefesh;

8 And her ish heard it, and said nothing to her in the yom that he heard it, then her
nedarim shall stand, and her issurimwherewith she bound her nefesh shall stand.

9 But if her ish forbade her on the yom that he heard it, then he shall nullify her neder
which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her
nefesh; and HASHEM shall forgive her.

10But every neder of an almanah, and of a gerushah (divorced woman), wherewith she
have bound her nefesh, shall stand against her.

11And if she vowed in her bais ish, or bound her nefesh by an issar with a shevuah,
12Andher ishheard it, and saidnothing to her, and forbadeher not, then all her nedarim

shall stand, and every issar wherewith she bound her nefesh shall stand.
13But if her ish hath utterly nullified them on the yom he heard them, then whatsoever

proceeded out of her lips concerning her nedarim, or concerning the issar of her nefesh,
shall not stand; her ish hath nullified them; and HASHEM shall forgive her.

14 Every neder, and every shevuat issar to afflict the nefesh, her ish may let it stand, or
her ishmay let it have a hafarah.

15But if her ish say nothing to her from yom to yom, then he will have let stand all her
nedarim or all her issurim, which are upon her; he will have let them stand, because he
said nothing to her in the yom that he heard them.

16But if he shall revoke themafter that he hath heard them, then nasa (he shall bear) her
avon.
* 29:35 i.e., Shemini Atzeres
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17 These are the chukkim, which HASHEM commanded Moshe, between an ish and his
isha, between the av and his bat, being yet in her youth in her bais avi.

31
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2 Avenge the Bnei Yisroel of the Midyanim; afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy

people.
3AndMoshe spoke untoHaAm, saying, Arm some of your anashimuntowar, let themgo

against Midyan, and avenge HASHEM of Midyan.
4Of everymatteh a thousand, throughout kol mattot Yisroel, shall ye send to war.
5 So there were supplied out of the thousands of Yisroel, an elef (a thousand) of every

matteh, sheneym asar elef armed for war.
6And Moshe sent them to war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Pinchas Ben El'azar

HaKohen, to the war, with the kelei hakodesh, and the khatzotzerot hateru'ah in his yad.
7 And they warred against Midyan, just, as HASHEM commanded Moshe; and they

slaughtered kol zachar.
8And they slaughtered theMelachimofMidyan, besides the rest of them thatwere slain;

namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Tzur, and Chur, and Reva, five melachim of Midyan; Balaam
Ben Be'or also they slaughtered with the cherev.

9And the Bnei Yisroel took all the nashim of Midyan captive, and their little ones, and
took the plunder of all their behemah, and all their mikneh, and all their goods.

10And they burnedwith eish all their towns wherein were their moshavot, and all their
camps.

11And they took all the plunder, and all the spoil, both of adam and of behemah.
12And they brought the captives, and the plunder, and the spoil, untoMoshe, and El'azar

HaKohen, and unto the Adat Bnei Yisroel, unto themachaneh at the plains ofMoav, which
are by Yarden near Yericho.

13And Moshe, and El'azar HaKohen, and all the nasiim of the Edah, went forth to meet
them outside themachaneh.

14 And Moshe was in wrath with the pekudei hechayil (officers of the army), with
the sarim over thousands, and sarim over hundreds, which were returning from the
milchamah of the army.

15AndMoshe said unto them, Have ye saved all the nekevah alive?
16 Hinei, these caused the Bnei Yisroel, through the davar Balaam, to turn unfaithful

against HASHEM in the matter of Pe'or, and there was a magefah (plague) among the Adat
HASHEM.

17Now therefore slaughter every zachar among the little ones, and kill every isha that
hath known ish by lying with zachar.

18Butall thegirlnashim, thathavenoda'asof lyingwithzachar, savealive foryourselves.
19And do ye abide outside the machaneh shivat yamim; whosoever hath killed nefesh,

andwhosoever hath touched any chalal, purify both yourselves and your captives on Yom
HaShelishi and on YomHaShevi'i.

20And purify all your beged, and all keli ohr (all that is made of leather), ma'aseh izzim
(all that is made of goat hair) and keli etz (all that is make of wood).

21AndEl'azarHaKohen said unto the anshei hatzavahwhichwent intomilchamah, This
is the chukkat hatorah which HASHEM commandedMoshe:

22Only the zahav, and the kesef, the nechoshet, the barzel, the bedil, and the oferet,
23 Everything that can withstand eish, ye shall make it go through the eish, and it shall

be tahor; nevertheless it shall be purified with the mayim of niddah; and all that can not
withstand the eish ye shall make go through themayim.

24 And ye shall wash your begadim on Yom HaShevi'i, and ye shall be tahor, and
afterward ye shall come into themachaneh.

25And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
26 Take inventory of the spoil that was taken, both of adam and of behemah, thou, and

El'azar HaKohen, and the Rashei Avot HaEdah:
27Anddivide the spoil into twoparts: between themthat took themilchamahupon them,

whowent out to battle, and kol HaEdah;
28And levy amekhes (tribute) unto HASHEM of the anshei hamilchamahwhichwent out

to battle: one nefesh fromfive hundred, both of adam, and of bakar, and of chamorim, and
of tzon;

29Take it of their half, and give it unto El'azar HaKohen, for a terumat HASHEM.
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30And of the Bnei Yisroelʼs half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of adam, of bakar, of
chamorim, and of tzon, of all behemah, and give them unto the Levi'im, who are shomrei
mishmeret Mishkan HASHEM(who are guardians of theMishkanHASHEM).

31AndMoshe and El'azar HaKohen did just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
32 And the spoil, being the rest of the plunder which the am hatzava (personnel of the

army) had taken, was 675,000 tzon,
33And 72,000 bakar,
34And 61,000 chamorim,
35 And 32,000 nefesh adam from the nashim who had no da'as of zachar by lying with

him.
36 And the half, which was the chelek of them that went out to war, was in number

337,500 tzon;
37And themekhes (tribute) for HASHEM of the tzon was 675.
38And the bakar were 36,000; of which themekhes for HASHEMwas 72.
39And the chamorimwere 30,500; of which themekhes for HASHEMwas 61.
40And the nefesh adamwere 16,000; of which themekhes for HASHEMwas 32 nefesh.
41AndMoshe gave the mekhes, which was the terumat HASHEM, unto El'azar HaKohen,

as HASHEM commandedMoshe.
42And of the Bnei Yisroelʼs half, whichMoshe divided from the anashim hatzove'im,
43 (Now the half that pertained unto the Edahwas 337,500 tzon,
44And 36,000 bakar,
45And thirty thousand chamorim and five hundred,
46And sixteen thousand nefesh adam);
47 Even of the Bnei Yisroelʼs half, Moshe took one portion of fifty, both of adam and

of behemah, and gave them unto the Levi'im, who were shomrei mishmeret Mishkan
HASHEM; just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

48And the pekudim (officers)which were over thousands of the tzava (army), the sarim
of thousands, and sarim of hundreds, came near unto Moshe;

49 And they said unto Moshe, Thy avadim have taken the muster census of the anshei
hamilchamahwhich are under our charge, and there wasmissing not one ish of us.

50We have therefore brought a korban HASHEM, what every ish hath gotten, of articles
of zahav, armlets, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and necklaces, to make kapporah for our
nefashot before HASHEM.

51AndMoshe and El'azar HaKohen took the zahav of them, even all wrought jewels.
52Andall the zahavof the terumah (offering) that theyofferedup toHASHEM, of the sarim

of thousands, and of the sarimof hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred andfifty
shekels.

53 (For the anshei hatzava had taken plunder, every ish for himself.)
54AndMoshe and El'azar HaKohen accepted the zahav of the sarim of thousands and of

hundreds, and brought it into theOhelMo'ed, for a zikaron (memorial) for the Bnei Yisroel
before HASHEM.

32
1NowtheBneiReuvenand theBneiGadhadaverygreatmultitudeofmikneh; andwhen

they saw Eretz Yazer, and Eretz Gil'ad, that, hinei, the makomwas amakom for mikneh;
2 The Bnei Gad and the Bnei Reuven came and spoke unto Moshe, and to El'azar

HaKohen, and unto the nasiim of the Edah, saying,
3Atarot, andDivon, and Yazer, andNimrah, and Cheshbon, and Elealeh, and Sevam, and

Nevo, and Be'on,
4Even HaAretz which HASHEM struck to conquer before the Adat Yisroel, is an eretz for

mikneh, and thy avadim havemikneh.
5They said, If we have found chen in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy avadim for

an achuzzah, and bring us not over Yarden.
6 And Moshe said unto the Bnei Gad and to the Bnei Reuven, Shall your achim go to

milchamahwhile ye sit here?
7 And why discourage ye the lev Bnei Yisroel from going over into HaAretz which

HASHEM hath given them?
8Thus did Avoteichem, when I sent them from Kadesh-Barnea to look over HaAretz.
9For when they went up unto the Eshcol Valley, and saw HaAretz, they discouraged the

lev Bnei Yisroel, that they should not go into HaAretz which HASHEM had given them.
10And the Af HASHEMwas kindled on that day, and He swore, saying,
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11 Surely none of the anashim that came up out of Mitzrayim, from twenty years old
and upward, shall see HaAdamah which I swore unto Avraham, unto Yitzchak, and unto
Ya'akov; because they have not fully followedMe;

12 Except Kalev Ben Yephunneh the Kenizi, and Yehoshua Ben Nun; for they have fully
followed after HASHEM.

13 And the Af HASHEM was kindled against Yisroel, and He made them wander in the
midbar arba'im shanah, until kol hador that had done harah in the sight of HASHEM, were
consumed.

14And, hinei, ye are risen up in the place of Avoteichem a brood of anashim chatta'im to
add evenmore to charon af HASHEM against Yisroel.

15For if ye turn away from after Him, Hewill yet again leave them in themidbar; and ye
shall destroy kol HaAmHazeh.

16And they camenear unto him, and said,Wewill build gidrot tzonhere for ourmikneh,
and towns for our little ones;

17Butwe ourselveswill go ready armed ahead of the Bnei Yisroel, until we have brought
themunto theirmakom; and our little ones shall dwell in the fortified cities because of the
inhabitants of HaAretz.

18We will not return unto bateinu, until the Bnei Yisroel have inherited every ish his
nachalah.

19Forwewill not inherit with them across the Yarden, or beyond; because our nachalah
is fallen to us on this side of the Yarden eastward.

20AndMoshe said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before HASHEM
tomilchamah,

21Andwill go all of you armed over Yarden before HASHEM, until He hath driven out His
oyevim from before Him,

22 And HaAretz be subdued before HASHEM; then afterward ye shall return, and be
nekiyim before HASHEM, and before Yisroel; and HaAretz Hazot shall be your achuzzah
before HASHEM.

23But if yewill not do so, hinei, yehave sinnedagainstHASHEMandbe sure chattatechem
(your sin)will find you out.

24 Build you towns for your little ones, and your gidrot tzon; and do that which hath
proceeded out of yourmouth.

25And the Bnei Gad and the Bnei Reuven spoke unto Moshe saying, Thy avadim will do
as adoni commandeth.

26Our little ones, our nashim, our mikneh, and all behemeteinu, shall stay there in the
cities of Gil'ad;

27But thy avadimwill cross over, every man armed for war, before HASHEM to battle, as
adoni saith.

28Soconcerning themMoshecommandedEl'azarHaKohen, andYehoshuaBenNun, and
the Rashei Avot HaMattot of the Bnei Yisroel;

29And Moshe said unto them, If the Bnei Gad and the Bnei Reuven will cross with you
over Yarden, every man armed for battle, before HASHEM, and HaAretz shall be subdued
before you, then ye shall give them Eretz Gil'ad for an achuzzah;

30But if theywill not cross overwith you armed, they shall have possessions among you
in Eretz Kena'an.

31And the Bnei Gad and the Bnei Reuven answered, saying, As HASHEM hath said unto
thy avadim, so will we do.

32 We will cross over armed before HASHEM into Eretz Kena'an, that the achuzzat
nachalateinu on that side of the Yardenmay be our own.

33And Moshe gave unto them, even to the Bnei Gad, and to the Bnei Reuven, and unto
half the shevet of Menasheh Ben Yosef, the kingdom of Sichon Melech HaEmori, and the
kingdom of Og Melech HaBashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the territories, even
the cities of the surrounding land.

34And the Bnei Gad built Divon, and Atarot, and Aro'er,
35And Atrot Shophan, Yazer, and Yogbehah,
36And Beit-Nimrah and Beit-Haran, fortified cities; and gidrot tzon.
37And the Bnei Reuven built Cheshbon, and Elealeh, and Kiryatayim,
38And Nevo, and Ba'al-Me'on, (their shem being changed) and Sivmah; and gave other

shmot unto the cities which they built.
39And the Bnei Machir BenMenasheh went to Gil'ad, and captured it, and dispossessed

the Emori (Amorite)which was in it.
40AndMoshe gave Gil'ad unto Machir BenMenasheh; and he dwelt therein.
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41And Yair Ben Menasheh went and captured the settlements thereof, and called them
Chavot Ya'ir.

42And Novach went and captured Kenat, and the villages thereof, and called it Novach,
after shmo.

33
[MASEI]

1These are the journeys of the Bnei Yisroel, which went forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim by
their tzveos under yadMoshe and Aharon.

2AndMoshe recorded their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment
of HASHEM; and these are their journeys according to their goings forth.

3 And they departed from Ra'meses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month; on the day after the Pesach the Bnei Yisroel went out with a yad ramah (upraised
hand, i.e., confidently) l'einei kol Mitzrayim.

4For theMitzrayimburiedall theirbechor,whichHASHEMhadstruckdownamong them;
upon their elohim also HASHEM executed shefatim (judgments).

5And the Bnei Yisroel set out from Ra'meses, and encamped in Sukkot.
6 And they set out from Sukkot, and encamped in Etam, which is on the edge of the

midbar.
7And they set out from Etam, and turned back unto Pi-HaChirot, which is before Ba'al-

Tzephon; and they encamped before Migdol.
8And they set out from before HaChirot, and passed through the midst of the yam into

themidbar, andwent derech shloshet yamim (a three daysʼ journey) in themidbar of Etam,
and encamped inMarah.

9Andtheysetout fromMarah, andcameuntoElim; and inElimwere twelveeinotmayim
(springs ofwater), and threescore and ten temarim (palm trees); and they encamped there.

10And they set out from Elim, and encamped by the Yam Suf.
11And they set out from the Yam Suf, encamping in theMidbar Sin.
12And they set out from theMidbar Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.
13And they set out from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.
14 And they set out from Alush, and encamped at Rephidim, where was no mayim for

HaAm to drink.
15And they set out from Rephidim, and encamped in theMidbar Sinai.
16And they set out from theMidbar Sinai, and encamped at Kivrot-Hata'avah.
17And they set out from Kivrot-Hata'avah, and encamped at Chatzerot.
18And they set out from Chatzerot, and encamped in Ritmah.
19And they set out from Ritmah, and encamped at Rimmon Peretz.
20And they set out from Rimmon Peretz, and encamped in Livnah.
21And they set out from Livnah, and encamped at Rissah.
22And they set out from Rissah, and encamped in Kehelatah.
23And they set out from Kehelatah, and encamped in Har Shepher.
24And they set out fromHar Shepher, and encamped in Charadah.
25And they set out from Charadah, and encamped inMak'helot.
26And they set out fromMak'helot, and encamped at Tachat.
27And they set out from Tachat, and encamped at Tarach.
28And they set out from Tarach, and encamped inMitkah.
29And they set out fromMitkah, and encamped in Chashmonah.
30And they set out from Chashmonah, and encamped at Moserot.
31And they set out fromMoserot, and encamped in Bnei Ya'akan.
32And they set out from Bnei Ya'akan, and encamped at Chor Haggidgad.
33And they set out from Chor Haggidgad, and encamped in Yotvatah.
34And they set out from Yotvatah, and encamped at Avronah.
35And they set out from Avronah, and encamped at Etzyon-Gever.
36 And they set out from Etzyon-Gever, and encamped in the Midbar Tzin, which is

Kadesh.
37And they set out from Kadesh and encamped at Mt Hor, at the border of Eretz Edom.
38AndAharonHaKohenwentup intoMtHorat the commandofHASHEM, anddied there,

in the 40th year after the Bnei Yisroel were come out of Eretz Mitzrayim, in the first yom
of the fifthmonth.

39And Aharon was a hundred and twenty and three years old when he died onMt Hor.



BAMIDBAR 33:40 182 BAMIDBAR 34:13

40And Melech Arad the Kena'ani, which dwelt in the Negev in Eretz Kena'an, heard of
the coming of the Bnei Yisroel.

41And they set out fromMt Hor, and encamped in Tzalmonah.
42And they set out from Tzalmonah, and encamped in Punon.
43And they set out from Punon, and encamped in Ovot.
44And they set out fromOvot, and encamped in Iyei-HaAvarim at border of Moav.
45And they set out from Iyim, and encamped in Divon Gad.
46And they set out from Divon Gad, and encamped in Almon Divlatayim.
47And they set out from Almon Divlatayim, and encamped in the mountains of Avarim,

before Nevo.
48And they set out from the mountains of Avarim, and encamped in the plains of Moav

by Yarden near Yericho.
49 And they set out by Yarden, from Beit-HaYeshimot even unto Avel-Sheetim in the

plains of Moav.
50And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe in the plains of Moav by Yarden near Yericho, saying,
51Speakunto theBnei Yisroel, and sayunto them,Whenyeare crossing overYarden into

Eretz Kena'an,
52 Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of HaAretz from before you, and destroy

all their maskiyyot (stone carved statues), and destroy all their tzalmei massekhot and
demolish all their [idolatrous] high places;

53 And ye shall take possession of HaAretz, and dwell therein; for I have given you
HaAretz to possess it.

54And ye shall distribute HaAretz by goral for an inheritance among your mishpekhot;
and to the more numerous ye shall give the larger nachalah, and to the fewer in number
ye shall give the smaller nachalah; every manʼs nachalah shall be in the place where his
goral falleth; according to themattot (tribes of) Avoteichem ye shall inherit.

55But if ye will not drive out the yoshvei HaAretz from before you; then it shall come to
pass, that thosewhich ye let remain of them shall be barbs in your eyes, and thorns in your
sides, and shall harass you in HaAretz wherein ye dwell.

56Moreover it shall come to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I meant to do unto them.

34
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
2Command the Bnei Yisroel, and say unto them,When ye come into Eretz Kena'an (this

is HaAretz that shall fall unto you for a nachalah, even Eretz Kena'an with the borders
thereof),

3 Then your southern side shall be from the Midbar Tzin along by the border of Edom,
and your southern border shall be from the edge of the YamHaMelach (Salt Sea, Dead Sea)
to the east;

4And your border shall turn from the south of Ma'aleh Akrabbim, and pass on to Tzin;
and the going forth thereof shall be from the south of Kadesh-Barnea, and shall go on to
Chatzar Addar, and pass on to Atzmon;

5 And the border shall go around from Atzmon unto the Wadi of Mitzrayim, and the
goings out of it shall be toward the* Sea.

6And as for the western border, ye shall even have the Yam HaGadol for a border; this
shall be your west border.

7And this shall be your northern border: from the YamHaGadol ye shall run toMt Hor;
8 From Mt Hor ye shall run your border unto the approach to Chamat; and the goings

forth of the border shall be toward Tzedad;
9And the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be Chatzar Einan;

this shall be your northern border.
10Andye shall drawa line for you for aneasternborder fromChatzarEinan to Shepham;
11And the border shall go down from Shepham to Rivlah, on the east side of Ayin; the

border shall descend, and shall reach unto the bank of the Yam Kinneret to the east;
12And the border shall go down to the Yarden, and the goings out of it shall be at the Yam

HaMelach; this shall be your land with the borders thereof all around.
13AndMoshe commanded theBnei Yisroel, saying, This is the landwhich ye shall inherit

by goral, which HASHEM commanded to give unto the nine mattot (tribes), and to the half
tribe;

* 34:5Mediterranean
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14 For the tribe of the Bnei Reuven according to the bais avotam, and the tribe of the
Bnei Gad according to the bais avotam and the half tribe of Menasheh have received their
nachalah;

15 The two tribes and the half tribe have received their nachalah on the east side of the
Yarden near Yericho toward the sunrise.

16And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
17These are the shmot of the anashim which shall apportion HaAretz unto you; El'azar

HaKohen, and Yehoshua Ben Nun.
18And ye shall take one nasi of everymatteh to possess HaAretz.
19 And the shmot of the anashim are these: Of the tribe of Yehudah, Kalev Ben

Yephunneh;
20And of the tribe of the Bnei Shim'on, Shmuel Ben Ammihud;
21Of the tribe of Binyamin, Elidad Ben Kislon;
22And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Dan, Bukki Ben Yogli;
23The nasi of the Bnei Yosef, for the tribe of the Bnei Menasheh, Channi'el Ben Ephod;
24And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Ephrayim, Kemuel Ben Shiphtan;
25And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Zevulun, Elitzaphan Ben Parnakh;
26And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Yissakhar, Palt'iel Ben Azzan;
27And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Asher, Achihud Ben Shelomi;
28And the nasi of the tribe of the Bnei Naphtali, Pedahel Ben Ammihud;
29These are theywhomHASHEM commanded to apportion the inheritance unto the Bnei

Yisroel in Eretz Kena'an.

35
1And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe in the plains of Moav by Yarden near Yericho, saying,
2 Command the Bnei Yisroel, that they give unto the Levi'im from the nachalah of their

achuzzah towns to dwell in; and ye shall give also unto the Levi'im open pasturelands
around the towns.

3And the towns shall they have to dwell in; and the open pasturelands of them shall be
for their behemah, and for their livestock, and for all their animals.

4 And the open pasturelands of the towns, which ye shall give unto the Levi'im, shall
reach from the wall of the Ir and outward a thousand cubits all around.

5And ye shall measure from outside the Ir on the east side 2,000 cubits, and on the south
side 2,000 cubits, and on thewest side 2,000 cubits, and on the north side 2,000 cubits; and
the Ir shall be in themidst; this shall be to them the open pasturelands of the towns.

6And among the towns which ye shall give unto the Levi'im there shall be six cities for
refuge, which ye shall appoint for the rotze'ach, that he may flee to there; and to them ye
shall add 42 ir.

7 So all the arim (towns) which ye shall give to the Levi'im shall be 48 ir: them shall ye
give with their migrashim (open pasturelands).

8 And the arim (towns) which ye shall give shall be of the achuzzat Bnei Yisroel; from
them that have many ye shall give more; but from them that have few ye shall give less;
every one shall give of his arim unto the Levi'im according to his nachalah which he
inheriteth.

9And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe, saying,
10Speakunto theBnei Yisroel, and sayunto them,Whenyebe comeover the Yarden into

Eretz Kena'an,
11 Then ye shall appoint you arim to be arei miklat (cities of refuge) for you; that

the rotze'ach may flee to there, which killeth any nefesh bishegagah (unintentionally,
accidently).

12And they shall beuntoyouareimiklat (citiesof refuge) fromtheGo'el; that the rotze'ach
die not, until he stand before the Edah inmishpat.

13And of these arimwhich ye shall give there shall be shesh arei miklat.
14Ye shall give shlosh he'arim on this side of the Yarden, and shlosh he'arim shall ye give

in Eretz Kena'an, which shall be arei miklat.
15These shesh he'arim shall be for miklat (refuge), both for the Bnei Yisroel, and for the

ger, and for the toshav (sojourner) among them; that every one that killeth any nefesh
bishegagah (unintentionally, accidently)may flee there.

16And if he strike himwith keli barzel, so that he die, he is a rotze'ach; the rotze'ach shall
surely be put to death.

17And if he strike him with an even (stone) in his yad that could kill, and he die, he is a
rotze'ach; the rotze'ach shall surely be put to death.
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18Or if he strike him with a keli in his hand that could kill, and he die, he is a rotze'ach;
the rotze'ach shall surely be put to death.

19TheGo'el HaDahmhimself shall slay the rotze'ach; whenhemeeteth him, he shall slay
him.

20And if he pushhimout of sin'ah (hatred), or hurl uponhimbitzediyyah (with intention,
by laying in wait) that he die;

21Or in eivah (enmity) strike himwith his yad, that he die; he that struck him shall surely
be put to death; for he is a rotze'ach; the Go'el HaDahm shall slay the rotze'ach, when he
meeteth him.

22But if he pushhim suddenlywithout eivah (enmity), or have thrownuponhimanykeli
with no tzediyyah (intention, laying in wait),

23Or with any even (stone), that could kill, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that he
die, and was not his oyev, neither sought his ra'ah,

24 Then the Edah shall judge between the striker and the Go'el HaDahm according to
these mishpatim;

25 And the Edah shall deliver the rotze'ach out of the yad Goel HaDahm, and the Edah
shall restore him to his ir miklat, to which he fled; and he shall abide in it unto the mot
HaKohen HaGadol which wasmashach (anointed)with the shemen hakodesh.*

26But if the rotze'ach shall at any time come outside the border of the ir miklat to which
he fled;

27And the Go'el HaDahm find him outside the gevul (borders, city limit) of his ir miklat,
and the Go'el HaDahm kill the rotze'ach, he shall not be guilty of dahm,

28Because he should have remained inhis irmiklat until themotHaKohenHaGadol; but
after themot HaKohen HaGadol the rotze'ach shall return into his eretz achuzzat.

29 So these things shall be for a chukkat mishpat unto you throughout your dorot in all
your dwellings.

30Whosoever killeth anynefesh, the rotze'ach shall be put to death by themouth of edim
(witnesses); but ed echad (one witness) shall not testify against any nefesh to cause him to
die.

31 Moreover ye shall take no kofer (ransom payment, satisfaction) for the nefesh of a
rotze'ach, which is guilty of death; but he shall be surely put to death.

32And ye shall take no kofer for him that is fled to his irmiklat that he should come again
to dwell in HaAretz until the mot HaKohen.

33 So ye shall not pollute HaAretz wherein ye are; for dahm pollutes HaAretz; and
kapporah cannot be made for HaAretz for the shefach dahm therein, except by the dahm
of him that committed shefach dahm (shedding of blood).

34 Therefore, make not tameh HaAretz which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell; for I
HASHEM dwell among the Bnei Yisroel.

36
1And the RasheiHaAvot of theMishpekhot of the Bnei Gil'ad BenMachir BenMenasheh,

of the Mishpekhot of the Bnei Yosef, came near, and spoke before Moshe, and before the
Nasiim Rashei Avot of the Bnei Yisroel,

2 And they said, When HASHEM commanded adoni to give HaAretz for a nachalah
by goral to the Bnei Yisroel, adoni was commanded by HASHEM to give the nachalat
Tzelophechad achinu unto his banot.

3Now suppose they become married to any of the Bnei Shivtei Bnei Yisroel, and their
nachalah be taken from the nachalah of Avoteinu, and be added to the nachalah of the
matteh whereunto theymarry into; so shall it be taken from the goral of our nachalah.

4Andwhen theYovel of theBnei Yisroel shall be, then shall their nachalahbeaddedunto
the nachalah of the matteh whereunto they marry into; so shall their nachalah be taken
away from the nachalah of thematteh of Avoteinu.*

5AndMoshe commanded theBnei Yisroel according to the commandofHASHEM, saying,
Thematteh of the Bnei Yosef hath said well.

6 This is the thing which HASHEM doth command concerning the Banot Tzelophechad,
saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only within the Mishpakhat Matteh
Avihem shall theymarry.

7 So shall not the nachalah of the Bnei Yisroel remove frommatteh to matteh; for every
ish of the Bnei Yisroel shall keep himself to the nachalat matteh of his Avot.

* 35:25Notice there is freedom at the death of the High Priest just as there is peace at the death of theMoshiach Kohen;
c.f. Isa 53:5-9; Ps 110:4 * 36:4 See Lv 25:8-55; 27:16-25.
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8 And every bat, that possesseth a nachalah in mattot Bnei Yisroel, shall be isha unto
one of the mishpakhat matteh of her av, that the Bnei Yisroel may possess every ish the
nachalat of his avot.

9Neither shall thenachalahremove fromonematteh (tribe) toanothermatteh (tribe); for
themattot (tribes) of the Bnei Yisroel shall make deveykus every ish to his own nachalah.

10Even as HASHEM commandedMoshe, so did the Banot Tzelophechad;
11 For Machlah, Tirtzah, and Choglah, and Milcah, and No'ah, the Banot Tzelophechad,

became nashim unto bnai dodeihen (sons of their uncles, i.e., cousins);
12 And they became nashim into the mishpekhot Bnei Menasheh Ben Yosef, and their

nachalah remained in thematteh (tribe) of themishpakhat of their av.
13 These are the mitzvot and the mishpatim, which HASHEM commanded by the yad

Moshe unto the Bnei Yisroel in the plains of Moav by Yarden near Yericho.
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Devarim
Introduction

What, then, is the Besuras HaGeulah (Good News of Redemption) according to Moshe
Rabbeinu? “Speak not thou in thine lev, after that HASHEM Eloheicha hath cast them
out from before thee, saying, For my tzedakah (righteousness) HASHEM hath brought me
in to possess this land; but for the wickedness of these Goyim, HASHEM doth drive them
out from before thee. Not for thy tzedakah, or for the yosher (uprightness) of thine
lev, dost thou go to possess their land; but for the wickedness of these Goyim, HASHEM
Eloheicha doth drive themout frombefore thee, and thatHemayperform thewordwhich
HASHEMswore unto Avoteicha, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov” (Dt 9:4-5). Here we see
that Redemption is the work of HASHEMand not something man can boast of. Salvation is
not something earned by self-achieved righteousness. Moshewarns not to even think that
in exchange for “my tzedakah (righteousness) HASHEM hath brought me in to possess this
land.” Redemption from bondage in Egypt and the gift of Eretz Yisroel did not come about
on the basis of human merits or deserts. So there is no room for human boasting in the
message of salvation that Moshe proclaims. By grace are ye saved through faith, and this
salvation is not of yourselves— it doesn't derive from your goodness or yourmerit or your
righteousness. It is a gift of HASHEM. Itmust be humbly received as a gift by faith. It cannot
be proudly acquired or earned by man who is essentially a rebel (Num 17:10). This is the
Besuras HaGeulah according to Moshe Rabbeinu.
Have you heard the Besuras HaGeulah? On the day after the rest day (the rest day was

Pesach, Nisan 15, 3793 on the Jewish Calendar), Moshiach, as a matter of eye-witnessed
historical fact, stood up from the dead ones. This happened Nisan 16, 3793. It was
also “The Third Day.” Moshiach died three days before Nisan 16, shedding his blood
on Nisan 14, at the time that the lambs were being slaughtered (see Dt 16:5-6 and cf Yn
19:14). Here we see that Moshiach himself is the Korban Pesach of our Redemption (Isa
53:7). When Moshiach stood up alive on Nisan 16, Moshiach did so as the “First-fruits”
of the ones having fallen asleep [in death]. He was raised for your acceptance [with
HASHEM] according to the Scriptures (Lv 23:11). OnYomHaRishon, Nisan 16, 3793 (33 C.E.),
Moshiach had his Techiyah (Resurrection) from the Mesim (Dead ones) on YomHaShlishi
as the Bikkurim (First-fruits) of the ones having fallen asleep in death. See Gn 1:11-13,
which states that Elohim said, Let the land produce bikkurim and “there was evening and
therewasmorning, YomShelishi (theThirdDay).” HASHEM,YouwillnotallowyourChassid
(MoshiachBenDovid) to see corruption—Ps 16:10, as it says, OnYomHaShelishi (the Third
Day)Hewill raiseusup thatwemay live inHisPresence—Hos6:2. OnPesach, 3793 (33C.E.)
Moshiach was led as our Korban Pesach “lamb to the slaughter” (Isa 53:7, Sanhedrin 98b)
that we might have an Exodus from the Olam Hazeh and for the Olam HaBah purchased
by the redemption payment of his covenant blood (“Hewas excluded out of the land of the
living [he died, in other words] for the transgression of my people” — Isa 53:8). Moshiach
died for our sins according to this Scripture. His covenant blood was sprinkled (Isa 52:15)
to make us tahor (clean) in order that we might be raised spiritually and (in the Olam
HaBah, bodily) in Moshiach with a lev chadash and a ruach chadasha (Ezek 36:26) by
emunah (faith) in the Kitvei Hakodesh (the Holy Scriptures). Thus Moshiach Our Kohen
Forever (Ps 110:4) fulfilled the Mo'adim (Appointed time, Festivals) of HASHEM, including
the Korban Pesach Nisan 14, 3793, and the Korban Omer HaBikkurim Nisan 16, 3793, for
our acceptancewithHASHEMaccording to Lv 23:11. At the endof the Y'meiHaSefirah (Days
of the Counting [of theOmer]) came Shavuos and the Tevilah of the RuachHaKodesh given
to Moshiachʼs Talmidim to empower them to proclaim the Besuras HaGeulah (the Good
News of Redemption) everywhere, to the Jewish people first, of course, but also the non-
Jew. This is trueSpirit-filledSecondTemple eraMessianic Judaism. LookatMJ10:25; 13:17.
Aswesee inDt12:13-14Moshealso taught the importanceof faithfulness inacommunity

of ma'aminim (believers). “Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy olot in every place
that thou seest; But in the place which HASHEMshall choose in one of thy shevatim, there
thou shalt offer thy olot, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee.” Notice also Dt
14:23, “And thou shalt eat before HASHEM Eloheicha, in the place which He shall choose to
place Shmo there, the ma'aser (tithe) of thy dagan (grain), of thy tirosh (newwine), and of
thine yitzhar (fresh oil), and the bekhorot (firstlings) of thy herds and of thy flocks; that
thou mayest learn to stand in awe of HASHEM Eloheicha always.” The person who insists
that he or she can worship G-d in the park or under a beautiful tree, and that no other
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venue is needed, does not follow what Moshe is teaching. Moshe instructs that G-d wants
the kohen and the kohenʼs teaching and the Scriptures and the avodas kodesh worship
involved and specifically warns against the worshiper choosing any place he likes (see Dt
12:13). On the kohen as a teacher see Mal 2:5-7: “My Brit was with him [Levi] of chayyim
and shalom; and I gave them to him that he might fear Me; so he feared Me and stood in
reverence before My Name. Torat emes was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found on
his lips: hewalkedwithMe in shalomandyashrus, anddid turn rabbim (many) away from
avon (iniquity). For thekohenʼs lips shouldpreserveda'as, and they should seek torahathis
mouth: for he is themalach HASHEM Tzva'os.” The Scriptures warn not to go beyondwhat
is written. And HASHEMhas provided spiritual gifts for the upbuilding of each believer in
the household of faith. Some are shluchim, and some nevi'im and some gifted spiritually
to be used in Kiruv efforts for Moshiach, and some supervising mashgichim ruchaniyim
(spiritual overseers) are ro'im and morim in the kehillah (see Ep 4:11). This is for the
equipping of the Kedoshim for the work of avodas kodesh ministry. We are no longer
to be olalim tossed by waves and carried around by every wind of limmud (instruction).
HASHEMhas given to each believer certain spiritual gifts. However, in many cases these
gifts are latent in an individual without his being aware of them, because he has never
committed to any kehillah long enough to exercise them. But HASHEM expects each one
of us to use the gifts that He has invested in us. We have the responsibility to locate in
a kehillah atmosphere where we can systematically grow and mature and our gifts can
come to their full expression. Every believer should begin a heart-felt quest after the
true and living alternative of Spirit-filled Second Temple era faith and the true Moshiach.
This means correct doctrine. Look at Dan 7:14; 3:7,11-12,15. The word יִפְלְחוּ͏ן (see Brown,
Driver, Briggs Hebrew English Lexicon p.1108 “pay reverence to deity”) found there in all
those passages inDanielmakes it self-evident from this Biblical data that althoughDanielʼs
friends would not reverence as deity Babylonʼs idols, all peoples will in fact pay homage
to HASHEMʼs Moshiach when he comes on the heavenly clouds of glory; yet Moshiach
so reverenced will not be an idol. Notice the word יִפְלְחוּ͏ן is used negatively regarding
idols but positively and approvingly regarding Moshiach. One can be reverenced as deity
in the book of Daniel and the other cannot. We believe that the Sh'losh Kadosh (Holy
Three) found in Isa 6:3 and in Isaiah chapter 63 and in Gn 18:1-2 and in the Orthodox
Jewish Prayer Book is the locus classicus of HASHEMʼs Kedushah HaMeshuleshet (Three-
fold Holiness) and that this Jewish doctrine is found in the Zohar and in other Rabbinic
literature. We believe that Adonoi and His saving Messianic Dvar HASHEMand His Ruach
Hakodesh, though three, is Echad (Dt 6:4), essentially One, even as a man and his wife,
though two, is Echad (Gn 2:24) or a cluster of grapes is echad (Num 13:23). A true kehillah
is where this doctrine is faithfully taught. Whoever runs ahead and does not remain in
the torah of Moshiach does not have HASHEM (see 2Y 9). This translation, the Orthodox
Jewish Bible, was prepared the way it is for the additional purpose [not the only purpose]
of assisting in Messianic congregations planted for the sake of the lost sheep of the House
of Israel. See the translatorʼs books, Everything YouNeed ToGrowAMessianic Synagogue,
William Carey Library, 1974; Everything You Need To Grow a Messianic Yeshiva, William
Carey Library, 1981.

[DEVARIM]
1These are thedevarim (words)whichMoshe spokeunto kol Yisroel on the far side of the

Yarden in the midbar, in the Aravah opposite Suf between Paran, and Tophel, and Lavan,
and Chatzerot, and Di-Zahav.

2 (There is elevendaysʼ journey fromChorevuntoKadesh-BarneabywayofMount Se'ir.)
3And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the

month, that Moshe spoke unto the Bnei Yisroel, according unto all that HASHEM had given
him in commandment unto them,

4After he had slain Sichon Melech HaEmori, which dwelt in Cheshbon, and Og Melech
HaBashan, which dwelt in Ashtarot at Edre'i;

5On the far side of theYarden, in EretzMoav, beganMoshe to expound this torah, saying,
6HASHEM Eloheinu spoke unto us in Chorev, saying, Ye have dwelt long enough at this

mountain;
7 Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the Har HaEmori (hill country of the

Amorites), anduntoall theplacesnigh thereunto, in theAravah, in thehills, in theShefelah,
and in theNegev, andby the seacoast, to theEretzHaKena'ani (Landof theCanaanites), and
unto Levanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates.
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8 See, I have set ha'aretz (the land) before you; go in and possess ha'aretz which HASHEM
swore unto Avoteichem, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov, to give unto them and to their
zera after them.

9And I spoke unto you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear the burden of you by
myself alone;

10HASHEM Eloheichem hath multiplied you, and, see, ye are today as numerous as the
kokhavei HaShomayim.

11 (HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem increase you a thousand times over and bless you, as He
hath promised you!)

12How can I myself alone bear your problems, and yourmassa and your strife?
13 Take you anashim chachamim, men of wisdom and understanding, who are known

among your tribes, and I will set them over you.
14And ye answeredme, and said, The thing which thou hast spoken is tov for us to do.
15 So I took the leaders of your tribes, anashim chachamim, men of understanding, and

made themheads over you, over thousands, and over hundreds, and over fifties, and over
tens, shoterim among your tribes.

16 And I charged your shofetim at that time, saying, Hear the cases between your
brethren, and judge righteously between every man and his brother, and the ger that is
with him.

17Ye shall not respect persons inmishpat but ye shall hear the katon aswell as the gadol;
ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the mishpat is Elohimʼs: and the case that is
too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear it.

18And I commanded you at that time all the things which ye should do.
19Andwhenwe departed from Chorev, wewent through all that great and terriblemid-

bar, which ye saw on the way to the Har HaEmori, just as HASHEM Eloheinu commanded
us; and we came to Kadesh-Barnea.

20And I said unto you, Ye are come unto the Har HaEmori which HASHEM Eloheinu doth
give unto us.

21 See, HASHEM Eloheicha hath set ha'aretz before thee; go up and possess it, as HASHEM
Elohei Avoteicha hath said unto thee; fear not, neither be discouraged.

22And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, Let us send anashim ahead of
us, and they shall spy out ha'aretz, and bring us word again by what way we must go up,
and into what towns we shall come.

23And theproposal pleasedmewell; and I tookShneymAsar, (Twelve)of you, oneof each
shevet (tribe);

24And they turned and went up into the hill country, and came unto the Eshcol Valley,
and explored it.

25And they took of the pri ha'aretz in their hands, brought it down unto us, brought us
word, and said, It is a tovah ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheinu doth give us.

26 Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled against the commandment of
HASHEM Eloheichem;

27 And ye murmured in your oholim, and said, Because HASHEM hated us, He hath
brought us forth out of EretzMitzrayim, to deliver us into the hand of HaEmori, to destroy
us.

28Where shall we go up? Our brethren have discouraged levavenu (our hearts), saying,
The people is greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to Shomayim;
moreover we have seen the Bnei Anakim there.

29Then I said unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them.
30HASHEM Eloheichem which goeth before you, He shall fight for you, according to all

that He did for you inMitzrayim before your eyes;
31And in themidbar, where thou hast seen how that HASHEMEloheicha did bear thee, as

a man doth carry his ben, in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place.
32Yet in this thing ye were not ma'aminim (believers) in HASHEM Eloheichem,
33Who went in the way before you, to search you out a place to pitch your tents in, in

eish by lailah, to show you by what way ye should go, and in an anan (cloud) by day.
34And HASHEM heard the sound of your words, and was angry, and on oath, said,
35 Surely there shall not one of these men of this dor harah see ha'aretz hatovah, which

I swore to give unto Avoteichem.
36ExceptKalevbenYephunneh; he shall see it, and tohimwill I giveha'aretz that hehath

trodden upon, and to his children, because he hath wholly followed HASHEM.
37AlsoHASHEMwasangrywithmebecauseof you, saying, Thoualso shalt not go in there.
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38But Yehoshua ben Nun, the one assisting thee, he shall go in there; encourage him, for
he shall cause Yisroel to inherit it.

39Moreover your little ones, which ye said would be taken captive, and your children,
which as yet do not have knowledge between tov and rah, they shall go in there, and unto
themwill I give it, and they shall possess it.

40But as for you, turn, take your journey into themidbar by the way of the Yam Suf.
41 Then ye answered and said unto me, We have sinned against HASHEM; we will go up

andfight, according to all thatHASHEMEloheinudid commandus. Andwhenyehadgirded
on everyman his weapons of war, ye made light of going up into the hill country.

42AndHASHEM said untome, Sayunto them. Gonot up, neither fight; for I amnot in your
midst; lest ye be struck down before your enemies.

43So I spoke unto you; and yewould not hear, but rebelled against the commandment of
HASHEM, and went presumptuously up into the hill country.

44AndHaEmori, which dwelt in that hill country, came out against you, and chased you,
as bees do, and destroyed you in Se'ir, even unto Chormah.

45And ye returned andwept beforeHASHEM; but HASHEMwould not listen to your voice,
nor give ear unto you.

46That is why ye abode in Kadesh as long as ye did.

2
1 Then we turned, and took our journey into the wilderness by the way of the Yam Suf,

as HASHEM spoke untome; and we circledMt Se'ir yamim rabbim (many days).
2And HASHEM spoke untome, saying,
3Ye have circled hahar hazeh (this mountain) long enough; turn you northward.
4 And command thou the people, saying, Ye are to pass through the territory of your

brethren the Bnei Esav, which dwell in Se'ir; and they shall be afraid of you; be shomer
me'od of yourselves therefore:

5 Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a
regel (foot) breadth; because I have given Mt Se'ir unto Esav for a yerushah (possession,
inheritance).

6 Ye shall get by trade okhel (food) of them for kesef, that ye may eat; and ye shall also
buymayim of them for kesef, that ye may drink.

7 For HASHEM Eloheicha hath bestowed a brocha on thee in all the works of thy hand;
He knoweth thy walking through this midbar hagadol (great wilderness); these arba'im
shanimHASHEM Eloheicha hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing.

8Andwhenwewent on past our brethren the Bnei Esav, who dwell in Se'ir, through the
road of the Aravah from Eilat, and from Etzyon-Gever, we turned and passed by on the
road through themidbar of Moav.

9AndHASHEMsaiduntome,Harassnot theMoavim,neitherprovoke themtomilchamah
for I will not give thee of their land for a yerushah; because I have given Ar unto the Bnei
Lot for a yerushah.

10The Emim dwelt therein in times past, a people great, many, and tall, as the Anakim;
11Which also were accounted Repha'im, as the Anakim; but the Moavim called them

Emim.
12 The Chorim also dwelt in Se'ir beforetime; but the Bnei Esav succeeded them, when

they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their place; as Yisroel did unto
the eretz of his yerushah HASHEM gave unto them.

13Now rise up, and get you over theWadi Zered.
Andwewent over theWadi Zered.
14 And the time in which we came from Kadesh-Barnea, until we were come over the

Wadi Zered, was 38 shanim; until all the generation of the anshei hamilchamah had been
consumed from themachaneh, as HASHEM had sworn unto them.

15 For indeed the yad HASHEM was against them, to destroy them from among the
machaneh, until they were consumed.

16 So it came to pass, when kol anshei hamilchamah were consumed and dead from
among HaAm (the People),

17That HASHEM spoke untome, saying,
18Thou art to pass over the border of Moav at Ar today;
19Andwhen thou comest opposite the Bnei Ammon, distress themnot, normeddle with

them; for I will not give thee of the Eretz Bnei Ammon any yerushah; because I have given
it unto the Bnei Lot for a yerushah.
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20 (That also was accounted a land of Repha'im; Repha'im dwelt therein in old time; and
the Ammonim call them Zamzummim;

21A people great, andmany, and tall, as the Anakim; but HASHEM destroyed thembefore
them; and they* dispossessed them, and dwelt in their place:

22 As He did to the Bnei Esav, which dwelt in Se'ir, when He destroyed the Chori from
before them; and they succeeded them, dwelling in their place even to this day;

23 And the Avim which dwelt in villages, even unto Azah, the Caphtorim, which came
forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their place.)

24 Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the Wadi Arnon: see, I have given into
thine hand the Emori, Sichon Melech Cheshbon, and his land: begin to possess it, and
contend with him inmilchamah (battle, war).

25Hayom hazeh will I begin to put the pachad (dread) of thee and the fear of thee upon
the ammim (peoples) that are under Kol HaShomayim, who shall hear report of thee, and
shall tremble, and be in anguish because of thee.

26And I sent malachim out of the midbar Kedemot unto Sichon Melech Cheshbon with
divrei shalom, saying,

27Letmepass through thy land on the derech; Iwill go along on the derech; Iwill neither
turn unto the yamin nor to the semol (left).

28Thou shalt sell me okhel for kesef, that I may eat; and give me mayim for kesef, that I
may drink; only I will pass through on foot;

29 (As theBnei Esavwhichdwell in Se'ir, and theMoavimwhichdwell inAr, diduntome;)
until I shall pass over Yarden into the land which HASHEM Eloheinu giveth us.

30 But Sichon Melech Cheshbon would not let us pass by him; for HASHEM Eloheicha
hardened andmade stubborn his ruach, andmade his lev obstinate, that Hemight deliver
him into thy hand, as indeed hayom hazeh.

31And HASHEM said unto me, See, I have begun to give Sichon and his land before thee;
begin the occupation, that thoumayest take possession to inherit his land.

32 Then Sichon came out against us, he and all his people, to make milchamah (battle,
war) at Yahatz.

33 And HASHEM Eloheinu delivered him before us; and we struck him, and his banim,
and all his people.

34And we took all his towns at that time, and in cherem utterly destroyed them, and of
the nashim, and the little ones, of every town, we left no remnant;

35 Only the behemah we took for booty unto ourselves, and the plunder of the towns
which we took.

36FromAro'er,which is on theedgeofWadiArnon, and fromthe town that is by thewadi,
even unto Gil'ad, there was not one town too strong for us; HASHEM Eloheinu delivered all
unto us:

37 Only unto the Eretz Bnei Ammon thou camest not, nor unto any place of the Wadi
Yabbok, nor unto the towns in the hills, in accordance with the command of HASHEM
Eloheinu.

3
1 Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan; and Og Melech HaBashan came out

against us, he and all his people, to engage inmilchamah at Edre'i.
2AndHASHEMsaiduntome, Fearhimnot; for Iwill deliverhim, andallhispeople, andhis

land, into thy hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto SichonMelechHaEmori
which dwelt at Cheshbon.

3 So HASHEM Eloheinu delivered into our hands also Og Melech HaBashan, and all his
people; and we struck him until no remnant was left to him.

4Andwe took all his towns at that time; therewasnot a kiryah (town, city)whichwe took
not from them, threescore towns, all the region of Argov, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

5All these towns were walled with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns
harbehme'od (verymany).

6And in cheremwe utterly destroyed them, as we did unto SichonMelech Cheshbon, in
cherem utterly destroying themen, nashim, and little ones, of every town.

7 But all the behemah (livestock), and the plunder of the towns, we took for booty to
ourselves.

8Andwe took at that time out of the hand of the twomelachimof the Emori the land that
was on this side of Yarden,* from theWadi Arnon untoMt Chermon;

* 2:21 the Ammonim * 3:8 i.e., east of the
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9 (Which Chermon the Tzidonim call Siryon; and the Emori call it Senir;)
10All the townsof theplain, andallGil'ad, andall Bashan, untoSalkhahandEdre'i, towns

of the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
11 For only Og Melech HaBashan remained of the remnant of Repha'im; hinei, his

bedstead was a bedstead of barzel. Is it not in Rabbah of the Bnei Ammon? Nine regular
cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the breadth of it.

12Andha'aretz hazot, whichwe possessed at that time, fromAro'er, which is by theWadi
Arnon, and half way up the hill country of Gil'ad, and the towns thereof, gave I unto the
Reuveni and Gadi.

13AndtherestofGil'ad, andallBashan, being thekingdomofOg, gave Iunto thehalf tribe
of Menasheh; all the region of Argov, with all Bashan, which was called Eretz Repha'im.

14 Yair ben Menasheh took all the region of Argov unto the border of Geshuri and
Ma'akhati, and called them after shmo (his own name), HaBashan Havot Yair, unto hayom
hazeh.

15And I gave Gil'ad unto Machir.
16And unto the Reuveni and unto the Gadi I gave fromGil'ad even unto theWadi Arnon

with themiddle of the valley as the border evenunto theWadi Yabbok,which is the border
of the Bnei Ammon;

17The Aravah also, and Yarden, and the coast thereof, fromKinneret even unto the yam
of the Aravah, even the Yam HaMelach (the Salt Sea, the Dead Sea), under the slopes of
Pisgah to the east.

18And I commanded you at that time, saying, HASHEM Eloheichem hath given you this
land to possess it; ye shall pass over armed before your brethren the Bnei Yisroel, all bnei
chayil (valiantmen, men fit formilitary service).

19Butyournashim, andyour little ones, andyour livestock (for I knowthat yehavemuch
livestock,) shall abide in your towns which I have given you;

20Until HASHEM have given rest unto your brethren, as well as unto you, and until they
alsopossessha'aretzwhichHASHEMEloheichemhathgiven thembeyondYarden; and then
shall ye return every man unto his yerushah (possession, inheritance), which I have given
you.

21And I commandedYehoshuaat that time, saying, Thine eyes have seenall thatHASHEM
Eloheichemhathdoneunto these twomelachim; so shallHASHEMdounto all the kingdoms
whither thou passest.

22Ye shall not fear them; for HASHEM EloheichemHe shall fight for you.

[V'ETCHANAN]
23And I besought HASHEM at that time, saying,
24O Adonoi HASHEM, Thou hast begun to show Thy eved Thy greatness, and Thy mighty

hand; for what El (G-d) is there in Shomayim or on Ha'Aretz, that can do according to Thy
works, and according to Thymight?

25 Ah, let me go over, and see ha'aretz hatovah that is beyond Yarden, that fine hill
country, and the Levanon.

26But HASHEM was angry with me for your sakes, and would not hear me; and HASHEM
said untome, Enough from thee; speak nomore untoMe of this matter.

27Get theeup into the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyeswestward, andnorthward, and
southward, and eastward, and see itwith thine eyes; for thou shalt not go over this Yarden.

28 But commission Yehoshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him: for he shall go
over before this people, and he shall cause them to inherit ha'aretz which thou shalt see.

29 So we abode in the valley over against Beit-Pe'or.

4
1 Now therefore shema, Yisroel, unto the chukkim and unto the mishpatim, which I

melammed (teach)you, todo them, inorder that yemay live, andgo inandpossessha'aretz
which HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem giveth you.

2 Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye take anything
from it, that ye may be shomer mitzvot of the commandments of HASHEM Eloheichem
which I command you.

3 Your eyes have seen what HASHEM did because of Ba'al-Pe'or; for all the men that
followed Ba'al-Pe'or, HASHEM Eloheicha hath destroyed them from among you.

4But ye that did have deveykus (cleaving) unto HASHEM Eloheichem are alive every one
of you today.
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5Behold, Ihave taughtyouchukkimandmishpatim, evenasHASHEMElohai commanded
me, that ye should do so in ha'aretz whither ye go to possess it.

6 Be shomer therefore and do them; for this is your chochmah and your binah in the
sight of the peoples, which shall hear all these chukkim, and say, Surely HaGoyHaGadol is
a wise and understanding people.

7 For what nation is there so great, who hath elohim so near unto them, as HASHEM
Eloheinu is in all things for which we call upon Him?

8And what nation is there so great, that hath chukkim and mishpatim tzaddikim as all
this torah, which I set before you today?

9Only be shomer over thyself, and be shomer over thy nefesh diligently, lest thou forget
the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy lev kol yamim of thy
life; but teach them to thy banim, and the banim of thy banim;

10 Specially the yom that thou stoodest before HASHEM Eloheicha in Chorev, when
HASHEMsaiduntome, GatherMe thepeople together, and Iwillmake themhearMywords,
that they may learn to fear Me kol hayamim that they shall live upon ha'adamah and that
theymay teach their children.

11And ye came near and stood at the foot of the mountain; the mountain burned with
eish unto themidst of Shomayim, with choshech, and anan, and thick darkness.

12 And HASHEM spoke unto you out of the midst of the eish; ye heard the voice of the
devarim, but saw no temunah (form, semblance); only ye heard a voice.

13 And He declared unto you His Brit, which He commanded you to do, even Aseres
HaDevarim; and Hewrote them upon shnei luchot avanim (two tablets of stone).

14And HASHEM commanded me at that time to teach you chukkim and mishpatim, that
ye might do them in ha'aretz whither ye go over to possess it.

15Be shomer over yourselves, therefore; for ye saw no manner of temunah on the yom
that HASHEM spoke unto you in Chorev out of themidst of the eish;

16 Lest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a pesel, the temunah of any semel, the
likeness of zachar or nekevah,

17 The likeness of any behemah that is on ha'aretz, the likeness of any winged fowl that
flieth in the air,

18 The likeness of anything that creepeth on the adamah, the likeness of any dag (fish)
that is in the waters below;

19 And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto Shomayim, and when thou seest the shemesh,
and the yarei'ach, and the kokhavim, even all the tz'va HaShomayim, shouldest be driven
to hishtachaveh (bowdown,worship) them, and serve themwhichHASHEMEloheicha hath
divided unto kol Amim under kol HaShomayim.

20ButHASHEMhath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of
Mitzrayim, to be unto Him an AmNachalah (a people of inheritance), as ye are yom hazeh.

21 Furthermore HASHEM was angry with me for your sakes, and swore that I should not
go over Yarden, and that I should not go in unto that ha'aretz hatovah, which HASHEM
Eloheicha giveth thee for a nachalah (inheritance);

22But I must die in this land, I must not go over Yarden; but ye shall go over, and possess
that ha'aretz hatovah.

23Be shomer over yourselves, lest ye forget the Brit HASHEM Eloheichem, which He cut
with you, and make you a pesel (idol, image), or the likeness of anything, which HASHEM
Eloheicha hath forbidden thee.

24For HASHEM Eloheicha is a consuming eish, even an El Kannah.
25When thou shalt father banim, and bnei banim, and ye shall have remained long in

Ha'Aretz, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a pesel, or the likeness of anything, and
shall do evil in the sight of HASHEM Eloheicha, to provoke Him to anger;

26 I call Shomayim and HaAretz to witness against you today, that ye shall soon utterly
perish from off Ha'Aretz whereunto ye go over Yarden to possess it; ye shall not prolong
your yamim upon it, but shall be utterly shmad.

27AndHASHEM shall scatter you among the amim; ye shall be left few in number among
the Goyim, whither HASHEM shall lead you.

28And there ye shall serve elohim, thework ofmenʼs hands, etz (wood) and even (stone),
which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

29But if from thence thou shalt seekHASHEM Eloheicha, thou shalt findHim, if thou seek
Himwith all thy lev and with all thy nefesh.

30When thouart in tzar (tribulation), andall these things are comeupon thee, even in the
acharit hayamim, if thou turn to HASHEM Eloheicha and shalt be obedient unto His voice;



DEVARIM 4:31 193 DEVARIM 5:8

31 (For HASHEM Eloheicha is an El Rachum;) He will not abandon thee, neither destroy
thee, nor forget the Brit Avoteicha which He swore unto them.

32 For ask now of the yamim that are past, which were before thee, since the yom that
Elohim bara man upon Ha'Aretz, and ask from the one side of Shomayim unto the other,
whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?

33Did ever people hear the kol Elohim speaking out of themidst of the eish, as thou hast
heard, and live?

34Or hath Elohim tried to go and take Him a nation from themidst of another nation, by
massot (trials), by otot, bymofetim, bymilchamah, by a yad chazakah, by an outstretched
zero'a, by great terrors, according to all that HASHEM Eloheicha did for you in Mitzrayim
before your eyes?

35Unto thee it was showed, that thoumightest know that HASHEMHe is HaElohim; there
is none else beside Him.

36Out of ShomayimHemade thee to hear His voice, that Hemight discipline thee; upon
Ha'Aretz He showed thee His eish hagedolah; and thou heardest His devarim out of the
midst of the eish.

37 And because He loved Avoteicha, therefore He chose their zera after them, and
brought thee out in His sight with His ko'ach hagadol out of Mitzrayim;

38To drive out Goyim from before thee greater andmightier than thou art, to bring thee
in, to give thee their land for a nachalah, as it is yom hazeh.

39 Know therefore today, and consider it in thine lev, that HASHEM He is HaElohim in
Shomayim above, and upon Ha'Aretz beneath: there is no other.

40Thou shalt be shomeroverHis chukkim, therefore, andHismitzvot,which I command
thee today, that it may go well with thee, and with thy banim after thee, and that thou
mayest prolong thy yamim upon adamah, which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, kol
hayamim.

41ThenMoshe separated and set apart three towns on this side of the Yarden toward the
rising of the shemesh;

42 That the rotze'ach might flee thither, which should kill his neighbor unawares, and
hated him not in times past; and that fleeing unto one of these towns hemight live:

43Namely, Betzer in the midbar, in the flatland, of the Reuveni; and Ramot in Gil'ad, of
the Gadi; and Golan in Bashan, of the Menashi.

44And this is the torah whichMoshe set before the Bnei Yisroel;
45These are the edot, and the chukkim, and themishpatim, whichMoshe spoke unto the

Bnei Yisroel, after they came forth out of Mitzrayim.
46On this side of the Yarden, in the valley over against Beit-Pe'or, in Eretz SichonMelech

HaEmori, who dwelt at Cheshbon, whom Moshe and the Bnei Yisroel struck down, after
they were come forth out of Mitzrayim;

47 And they possessed his land, and Eretz Og Melech HaBashan, two melachim of
HaEmori, which were on this side of the Yarden toward the rising of the shemesh;

48 From Aro'er, which is by the edge of the Wadi Arnon, even unto Mt Siyon, which is
Chermon,

49And all the Aravah on this side of the Yarden eastward, even unto the Dead Sea, under
the slopes of Pisgah.

5
1AndMoshe called kol Yisroel, and said unto them, Shema, Yisroel, to the chukkim and

mishpatimwhich I speak in your ears today, that ye may learn them, and be shomer to do
them.

2HASHEM Eloheinumade a Brit with us in Chorev.
3HASHEM made not this Brit with Avoteinu, but with us, even us, who are all of us here

alive today.
4HASHEM talked with you panim b'panim in the har out of themidst of the eish,
5 (I stood between HASHEM and you at that time, to show you the Devar HASHEM; for ye

were afraid by reason of the eish, and went not up into the har) saying:
6 [ALEF] I am HASHEM Eloheicha, Which brought thee out of Eretz Mitzrayim, from the

bais avadim.
7 [BET] Thou shalt have no elohim acharim before Me.
8 Thou shalt not make thee any pesel, or any temunah of anything that is in Shomayim

above, or that is in Ha'Aretz beneath, or that is in themayim beneath ha'aretz;
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9 Lo tishtachaveh (thou shalt not bow down thyself) unto them, nor serve them; for I
HASHEM Eloheicha am an El Kannah, visiting the iniquity of the avot upon the banim unto
the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me,

10 And showing chesed unto thousands of them that love Me and are shomer over My
mitzvot.

11 [GIMEL] Thou shalt not take the Shem of HASHEM Eloheicha in vain; for HASHEM will
not hold him guiltless that taketh Shmo in vain.

12 [DALET] Keep shomer Shabbos to set Shabbos apart as kodesh as HASHEM Eloheicha
commanded thee.

13 Sheshet yamim thou shalt labor, and do all thy work:
14But the YomHaShevi'i is the Shabbos of HASHEM Eloheicha: in it thou shalt not do any

work, thou, nor thy ben, nor thy bat, nor thy eved, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor
thine donkey, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy ger that is within thy she'arim; that thy eved
and thy amahmay rest as well as thou.

15And remember that thouwast an eved in EretzMitzrayim, and thatHASHEMEloheicha
brought thee out thence through a yad chazakah and by an outstretched zero'a; therefore
HASHEM Eloheicha commanded thee to be shomer Shabbos on YomHaShabbat.

16 [HEH]Honor thy av and thy em, as HASHEM Eloheicha hath commanded thee; that thy
yamimmay be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in ha'adamahwhich HASHEM
Eloheicha giveth thee.

17 [VAV] Lo tirtzah (thou shalt notmurder).
[18] [ZAYIN] V'lo tinaf (neither shalt thou commit adultery).
[19] [KHET] V'lo tignov (neither shalt thou steal).
[20] [TET] V'lo ta'aneh v'reacha ed shav (neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy

neighbor).
18 [YOD] V'lo tachmod (neither shalt thou covet, desiring) thy neighborʼs wife, neither

shalt thou covet thy neighborʼs bais, his sadeh, or his eved, or his amah, his ox, or his
donkey, or any thing that is thy neighborʼs.

19These devarim HASHEM spoke unto all your Kahal in the mountain out of the midst of
the eish, of the anan, and of the thick darkness, with a kol gadol; and He added no more.
And Hewrote them in two luchot of even (stone), and delivered them untome.

20And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out of themidst of the choshech, (for the
har did burn with eish,) that ye came near unto me, even all your Rashei Shvatim (Heads
of Tribes), and your Zekenim (Elders);

21 And ye said, Behold, HASHEM Eloheinu hath showed us His kavod and His gadol
(greatness), and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the eish; we have seen today
that Elohim doth talk withman, and he liveth.

22Now therefore why should we die? For this great eish will consume us; if we hear the
voice of HASHEM Eloheinu anymore, then we shall die.

23Forwho is there of all basar, that hath heard the voice of the ElohimChayyim speaking
out of themidst of the eish, as we have, and lived?

24Go thou near, and hear all that HASHEM Eloheinu shall say; and speak thou unto us all
that HASHEM Eloheinu shall speak unto thee; and wewill hear it, and do it.

25AndHASHEMheard the voice of yourwords, when ye spoke untome; andHASHEM said
unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto
thee; they have well said all that they have spoken.

26O that there were such a lev in them, that they would fear Me, and be shomermitzvot
over all Mymitzvot always, that it might be well with them, and with their banim l'olam!

27Go say to them, Get you into your oholim again.
28But as for thee, stand thou here by Me, and I will speak unto thee all the mitzvot, and

the chukkim, and the mishpatim, which thou shalt teach them, that they may do them in
ha'aretz which I give them to possess it.

29Ye shall be shomer todo thereforeasHASHEMEloheichahath commandedyou; ye shall
not turn aside to the right or to the left.

30Ye shall walk in kol HaDerechwhichHASHEMEloheicha hath commanded you, that ye
may live, and that itmaybewellwith you, and that yemayprolong your yamim inha'aretz
which ye shall possess.*

* 5:30 see Ac 21:21
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6
1 Now these are the mitzvot, the chukkim, and the mishpatim, which HASHEM Elohe-

ichemcommanded to teach you, that yemight do them inha'aretzwhither ye go to possess
it:

2That thoumightest fear HASHEM Eloheicha, to be shomer over all His chukkim and His
mitzvot, which I command thee, thou, and thy ben, and thy benʼs ben, all the days of thy
life; and that thy days may be prolonged.

3Shema therefore, Yisroel, and be shomer to do it; that itmay bewell with thee, and that
ye may increase mightily, as HASHEM Elohei Avoteicha hath promised thee, in Eretz Zavat
Cholov uDevash.

4 Shema Yisroel Adonoi (HASHEM) Eloheinu Adonoi (HASHEM) Echad.
5 And thou shalt love HASHEM Eloheicha b'chol levavcha uvechol nafshecha uvechol

modecha.
6And these devarim, which I command thee today, shall be in thine lev;
7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy banim, and shalt talk of themwhen thou

sittest in thine bais, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for an ot upon thine hand, and they shall be as totafos
(ornaments)* between thine eyes.

9And thou shalt write them upon themezuzot of thy bais, and on thy she'arim.
10And it shall be,whenHASHEMEloheicha shall havebrought thee intoha'aretzHeswore

untoAvoteicha, toAvraham, toYitzchak, and toYa'akov, to give theegreat andgoodly cities,
which thou buildedst not,

11And batim full of all good things, which thou filledst not, andwells digged, which thou
diggedst not, kramim (vineyards) and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou
shalt have eaten and be full;

12 Then beware lest thou forget HASHEM, which brought thee forth out of Eretz
Mitzrayim, from the bais avadim.

13Thou shalt fear HASHEM Eloheicha, and serve Him, and shalt swear by Shmo.
14Ye shall not go after elohim acherim, of elohei ha'amim (the g-ds of the peoples)which

are round about you;
15 (ForHASHEMEloheicha isanElKannahamongyou) lest theangerofHASHEMEloheicha

be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of ha'adamah.
16Ye shall not test HASHEM Eloheichem, as ye tested Him inMassah.
17 Ye diligently shall be shomer mitzvot over the mitzvot HASHEM Eloheichem and His

edut, and His chukkim, which He hath commanded thee.
18And thoushaltdo thatwhich isyashar (right, straight)andhatov in theeyesofHASHEM;

that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest go in and possess ha'aretz hatovah
which HASHEM swore unto Avoteicha.

19To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as HASHEM hath spoken.
20And when thy ben asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the edut, and the

chukkim, and themishpatimwhich HASHEM Eloheinu hath commanded you?
21 Then thou shalt say unto thy ben, We were Pharaohʼs avadim in Mitzrayim; and

HASHEM brought us out of Mitzrayimwith a yad chazakah;
22 And HASHEM showed otot and mofetim, great and terrible, upon Mitzrayim, upon

Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes:
23AndHebroughtus out from thence, thatHemight bringus in, to giveusha'aretzwhich

He promised on oath unto Avoteinu.
24AndHASHEM commandedus to do all these chukkim, to fearHASHEMEloheinu, for our

good always, that Hemight preserve us alive, as it is at yom hazeh.
25And tzedakah it shall be for us, if we are shomer to do all thesemitzvot beforeHASHEM

Eloheinu, as He hath commanded us.

7
1WhenHASHEM Eloheicha shall bring thee into ha'aretzwhither thou goest to possess it,

and hath cast out Goyim rabbim before thee, the Chitti, and the Girgashi, and the Emori,
and the Kena'ani, and the Perizzi, and the Chivi, and the Yevusi, shivah Goyim greater and
mightier than thou;

* 6:8 Ex 13:16, Shabbos 57a
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2 And when HASHEM Eloheicha shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt strike them
down, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no Brit with them, nor showmercy unto
them;

3Neither shalt thoumakemarriages with them; thy bat thou shalt not give unto his ben,
nor his bat shalt thou take unto thy ben.

4For theywill turnaway thyben fromfollowingMe, that theymayserveelohimacherim;
so will the anger of HASHEM be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.

5But thus shall yedealwith them; ye shall destroy theirmizbechot, andbreakdown their
matzeivot (pillars), and cut down their Asherah,* and burn their peselimwith eish.

6 For thou art an Am Kadosh unto HASHEM Eloheicha; HASHEM Eloheicha hath chosen
thee to be an Am Segullah (Treasured People) unto Himself, above all people that are upon
the face of ha'adamah.

7HASHEMdidnot setHis loveuponyou, nor chooseyou, becauseyeweremore innumber
than any people; for ye were the fewest of kol ha'amim;

8But because of Ahavat HASHEM (because HASHEM loved you), and because Hewould be
shomer over haShevu'ah (the Oath)which He had sworn unto Avoteichem, hath HASHEM
brought you out with a yad chazakah, and redeemed you out of the bais avadim, from the
hand of PharaohMelechMitzrayim.

9Know therefore that HASHEM Eloheicha, He is HaElohim, the El HaNe'eman, which is
shomer HaBrit and hath chesed with them that love Him and are shomer mitzvot to a
thousand generations;

10 And repayeth them that are the soneh (hater, enemy) of Him to their face, to destroy
them; He will not be slack to him that hateth Him, He will repay him to his face.

11 Thou shalt therefore be shomer mitzvot, and keep the chukkim, and the mishpatim,
which I command thee today, to do them.

[EIKEV]
12Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye give heed to these mishpatim, and are shomer,

anddo them, thatHASHEMEloheicha shall be shomerover theBritunto theeand thechesed
which He swore unto Avoteicha;

13And He will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee; He will also bless the pri of
thywomb, and the pri of thy land, thy grain, and thywine, and thine oil, the increase of thy
cattle, and the flocks of thy sheep, in adamahwhich He swore unto Avoteicha to give thee.

14Baruch shalt thou bemore than kol ha'amim; there shall not bemale or female barren
among you, or among your cattle.

15And HASHEM will take away from thee every choli (disease), and will put none of the
evil diseases ofMitzrayim,which thouknowest, upon thee; butwill lay themuponall them
that hate thee.

16And thou shalt consume kol haAmwhich HASHEM Eloheicha shall deliver thee; thine
eye shall have no pity upon them; neither shalt thou serve eloheihem (their g-ds); for that
will be a snare unto thee.

17 If thou shalt say in thine lev, These Goyim aremore than I; how can I dispossess them?
18Thou shalt not be afraid of them; but shaltwell rememberwhatHASHEMEloheicha did

unto Pharaoh, and unto all Mitzrayim;
19 The great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the otot, and the mofetim, and the

yad chazakah, and the stretched out zero'a, whereby HASHEM Eloheicha brought thee out;
so shall HASHEM Eloheicha do unto kol ha'amim of whom thou art afraid.

20Moreover HASHEM Eloheichawill send the hornet swarm among them, until they that
are left, and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed.

21 Thou shalt not be afraid of them; for HASHEM Eloheicha is among you, an El Gadol
v'Norah.

22AndHASHEMEloheichawill put out thoseGoyimbefore theeme'atme'at (littleby little);
thoumayest not consume them at once, lest the beasts of the sadeh increase upon thee.

23 But HASHEM Eloheicha shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a
mighty destruction, until they be shmad.

24AndHeshall deliver theirmelachim into thinehand, and thou shalt destroy their shem
from under Shomayim; there shall no man be able to stand before thee, until thou have
destroyed them.

25 The peselim of eloheihem shall ye burn with eish; thou shalt not desire the kesef or
zahav that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein; for it is a to'evah
(abomination) to HASHEM Eloheicha.
* 7:5 sacred trees



DEVARIM 7:26 197 DEVARIM 9:3

26Neither shalt thou bring a to'evah (abomination) into thine bais, lest thou be a cherem
like it; but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cherem.

8
1Kol hamitzvot which I command thee today shall ye be shomer to do, lema'an (in order

that) ye may live, and multiply, and go in and possess ha'aretz which HASHEM swore unto
Avoteichem.

2And thoushalt rememberkolhaderechwhichHASHEMEloheicha led thee thesearba'im
shanah in the midbar, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine lev,
whether thou wouldest be shomer over His mitzvot, or no.

3 And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which
thou knewest not, neither did Avoteicha know; that He might make thee know that man
doth not live by lechem only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
HASHEM dothman live.

4 Thy raiment did not increase old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these arba'im
shanah.

5 Thou shalt also consider in thine lev, that, as a man chasteneth bno, so HASHEM
Eloheicha chasteneth thee.

6 Therefore thou shalt be shomer over the mitzvot of HASHEM Eloheicha, to walk in His
ways, and to fear Him.

7For HASHEM Eloheicha bringeth thee into an eretz tovah, a land of brooks of mayim, of
fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills;

8 An eretz chittah, and se'orah (barley), and gefen, and te'enah, and pomegranates; an
eretz zayit shemen, and devash;

9Aneretzwherein thoushalt eat lechemwithout scarceness, thoushaltnot lackanything
in it; an eretz whose stones are barzel, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig nechoshet
(bronze).

10When thouhast eaten andart full, then thou shalt blessHASHEMEloheicha for ha'aretz
hatovah which He hath given thee.

11Beware that thou forget not HASHEM Eloheicha, in not being shomer over Hismitzvot,
and His mishpatim, and His chukkot, which I command thee today;

12Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly batim (houses) and dwelt
therein;

13Andwhen thy herds and thy flocksmultiply, and thy kesef and thy zahav ismultiplied,
and all that thou hast is multiplied;

14 Then thine lev be lifted up, and thou forget HASHEM Eloheicha which brought thee
forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim, from the bais avadim;

15Who led thee through that great and terriblemidbar,whereinwerefierynachash, and
akrav (scorpions), and parched earth, where therewas nomayim;Whobrought thee forth
mayim out of the rock of flint;

16Who fed thee in the midbar with manna, which Avoteicha knew not, that He might
humble thee, and that Hemight prove thee, to do thee good at thy acharit;

17And thou say in thine lev, My ko'ach (power) and the might of mine hand hath gotten
me this chayil (wealth).

18But thou shalt remember HASHEM Eloheicha; for it is He that giveth thee power to get
wealth, that Hemay establish His Brit which He swore unto Avoteicha, as it is yom hazeh.

19 And it shall be, if thou do at all forget HASHEM Eloheicha, and walk after acharei
elohim, and serve them, and worship them, I testify against you today that ye shall surely
perish.

20As the Goyim which HASHEM destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because
ye would not be obedient unto the voice of HASHEM Eloheichem.

9
1 Shema, Yisroel: Thou art to pass over Yarden today, to go in to possess Goyim greater

andmightier than thyself, cities great and walled up to Shomayim,
2A people great and tall, the Bnei Anakim, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast

heard say, Who can stand before the Bnei Anak!
3Understand therefore this day, that HASHEM Eloheicha is He which goeth over before

thee; as a consuming eish He shall destroy them, andHe shall bring themdown before thy
face; so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as HASHEM hath said unto
thee.
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4Speaknot thou in thine lev, after thatHASHEMEloheichahath cast themout frombefore
thee, saying, For my tzedakah (righteousness)HASHEM hath brought me in to possess this
land; but for thewickedness of theseGoyimHASHEMdoth drive themout frombefore thee.

5Not for thy tzedakah, or for the yosher (uprightness) of thine lev, dost thou go to possess
their land; but for the wickedness of these Goyim HASHEM Eloheicha doth drive them out
frombefore thee, and thatHemayperformthewordwhichHASHEMsworeuntoAvoteicha,
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov.

6Understand therefore, that HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee not this ha'aretz hatovah to
possess it for thy tzedakah; for thou art an AmKesheh Oref (a stiffnecked people).

7 Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst HASHEM Eloheicha to wrath in the
midbar; from the yom that thou didst depart out of Eretz Mitzrayim, until ye came unto
this place, ye have been rebellious against HASHEM.

8Also in Chorev ye provoked HASHEM to wrath, so that HASHEM was angry with you to
have destroyed you.

9When I was gone up into the mount to receive the luchot ha'avanim, even the luchot
HaBrit which HASHEM cut with you, then I abode in the mount arba'im yom and arba'im
lailah; I neither did eat lechem nor drinkmayim;

10AndHASHEMdelivered untome shnei luchot ha'avanimwrittenwith the etzba Elohim
(finger of G-d); and on them was written according to all the words, which HASHEM spoke
with you in themount out of themidst of the eish in the YomHaKahal.

11And it came to pass at the end of arba'im yom and arba'im lailah, HASHEM gaveme the
shnei luchot ha'avanim, even the Luchot HaBrit.

12 And HASHEM said unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly from hence; for thy people
which thou hast brought forth out of Mitzrayim have corrupted themselves; they are
quickly turned aside out of the way which I commanded them; they have made them a
massekhah (molten image).

13Furthermore HASHEM spoke untome, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is
an AmKesheh Oref (stiffnecked people):

14LetMe alone, that Imay destroy them, and blot out their shem fromunder Shomayim;
and I will make of thee a nationmightier and greater than they.

15So I turned and came down from themount, and themount burnedwith eish; and the
shnei Luchot HaBrit were inmy two hands.

16And I looked, and, hinei, ye had sinned against HASHEM Eloheicha, and hadmade you
an egel massekhah (amolten calf); ye had turned aside quickly out of HaDerech (TheWay)
which HASHEM had commanded you.

17 And I took the shnei haluchot, and cast them out of my two hands and broke them
before your eyes.

18 And I fell down before HASHEM, as at the first, arba'im yom and arba'im lailah; I
did neither eat lechem, nor drink mayim, because of kol chattatchem ye sinned, in doing
wickedly in the sight of HASHEM, to provoke Him to anger.

19 For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure, wherewith HASHEM was angry
against you to destroy you. But HASHEM listened untome at that time also.

20AndHASHEMwas very angrywith Aharon to havemade him shmad; and I davened on
behalf of Aharon also at that time.

21And I took your sin, the egelwhich ye hadmade, and burned itwith eish, and stamped
it, and ground it very small, even until it was as small as dust; and I cast the dust thereof
into the brook that descended out of themount.

22 And at Taverah, and at Massah, and at Kivrot-Hata'avah, ye provoked HASHEM to
wrath.

23 Likewise when HASHEM sent you from Kadesh-Barnea, saying, Go up and possess
ha'aretz which I have given you; then ye rebelled against the commandment of HASHEM
Eloheichem, and ye believed Him not, nor gave heed to His voice.

24Ye have been rebellious against HASHEM from the yom that I knew you.
25Thus I fell down before HASHEM arba'im hayom and arba'im halailah, as I fell down at

the first; because HASHEM had said He would destroy you.
26 I davened therefore unto HASHEM, and said, Adonoi HASHEM, destroy not Thy people

and Thine inheritance, which Thou hast redeemed through Thy greatness, which Thou
hast brought forth out of Mitzrayimwith a yad chazakah.

27Remember Thy avadim, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov; look not unto the stubborn-
ness of this people, nor to their wickedness, nor to their sin;
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28 Lest ha'aretz whence Thou broughtest us out say, Because HASHEM was not able to
bring them into ha'aretz which He promised them, and because He hated them, He hath
brought them out to slay them in themidbar.

29Yet they are Thy people and Thine nachalah, which Thou broughtest out by Thy koach
hagadol and by Thy outstretched zero'a.

10
1At that time HASHEM said unto me, Carve thee shnei luchot avanim like unto the first,

and come up untoMe into themount, andmake thee an aron etz.
2 And I will write on the luchot the devarim that were in haluchot harishonim which

thou didst brake, and thou shalt put them in the aron.
3 And I made an aron of sheetim wood, and hewed shnei luchot avanim like unto the

first, and went up into themount, having the shnei luchot in mine hand.
4 And He wrote on the luchot, according to the first writing, the Aseres HaDibros (Ten

Commandments), which HASHEM spoke unto you in the mount out of the midst of the eish
in the YomHaKahal; and HASHEM gave them untome.

5 And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the luchot in the aron
which I hadmade; and there they are, as HASHEM commandedme.

6 And the Bnei Yisroel took their journey from Be'erot (Wells) of the Bnei Yaakan to
Moserah; there Aharon died, and there he was buried; and El'azar bno ministered in the
office of kohen in his place.

7From thence they journeyed unto Gudgodah; and fromGudgodah to Yotvatah, an eretz
of rivers of waters.

8At that timeHASHEM separated the shevet (tribe) of Levi, to bear the Aron Brit HASHEM,
to stand before HASHEM tominister unto Him, and to bless in Shmo, unto yom hazeh.

9Therefore Levi hathno cheleknornachalahwithhis brethren; HASHEM is his nachalah,
according as HASHEM Eloheicha promised him.

10 And I stayed in the mount, according to the first time, arba'im yamim and arba'im
lailah; andHASHEM listeneduntomeat that time also, andHASHEMwouldnot destroy thee.

11AndHASHEM said untome, Arise, take thy journey before the people, that theymay go
in and possess ha'aretz, which I swore unto their avot to give unto them.

12 And now, Yisroel, what doth HASHEM Eloheicha require of thee, but to fear HASHEM
Eloheicha, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve HASHEM Eloheicha with
all thy lev and with all thy nefesh,

13Tobe shomer over themitzvotHASHEM, andHis chukkot,which I command thee today
for thy good.

14 Behold, the Shomayim and Shomei HaShomayim (the Highest Heaven) belongs to
HASHEM Eloheicha; Ha'Aretz also, with all that therein is.

15YetHASHEMhadadelight inAvoteicha to love them, andHechose their zeraafter them,
even you above kol ha'amim, as it is yom hazeh.

16Circumcise therefore the arlat (foreskin) of your lev, and be nomore stiffnecked.
17 For HASHEM Eloheichem is Elohei HaElohim, and Adonei HaAdonim, HaEl HaGadol,

HaGibbor v'HaNorah, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh shochad (bribe):
18He doth execute themishpat for the yatom and almanah, and loveth the ger, in giving

him lechem and simlah (clothing).
19Love ye therefore the ger; for ye were gerim in Eretz Mitzrayim.
20Thou shalt fear HASHEM Eloheicha; Him shalt thou serve, and to Him shalt thou have

thy deveykus, and swear by Shmo.
21He is thy tehillah (praise), and He is Eloheicha, that hath done for thee these great and

terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.
22Avoteichawent down intoMitzrayimwith shivimnefesh; and nowHASHEMEloheicha

hathmade thee as the kokhavim of Shomayim for multitude.

11
1 Therefore thou shalt love HASHEM Eloheicha, and be shomer over His mishmeret

(charge, what is to be preserved), and His chukkot, and His mishpatim, and His mitzvot,
always.

2 And know ye today; for I speak not with your children which have not known, and
which have not seen the musar* of HASHEM Eloheicha, His greatness, His yad chazakah,
and His outstretched zero'a,

* 11:2 See Isa 53:5
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3And His otot, and His ma'asim, which He did in the midst of Mitzrayim unto Pharaoh
MelechMitzrayim, and unto all his land;

4And what He did unto the army of Mitzrayim, unto their susim, and to their chariots;
howHemade themayim of Yam Suf to overflow them as they pursued after you, and how
HASHEM hath destroyed them unto yom hazeh;

5Andwhat He did unto you in themidbar, until ye came into this place;
6 And what He did unto Datan and Aviram, the bnei Eliav ben Reuven; how ha'aretz

opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their households, and their oholim, and
every living thing in their possession, in themidst of kol Yisroel;

7But your eyes have seen kol ma'aseh hagadol HASHEMwhich He did.
8Therefore shall ye be shomer over all the mitzvot which I command you today, that ye

may be strong, and go in and possess ha'aretz, whither ye go to possess it;
9 And in order that ye may prolong your yamim on ha'adamah, which HASHEM swore

unto Avoteichem to give unto them and to their zera, Eretz Zavat Cholov U'devash (land
that flowethwithmilk and honey).

10Forha'aretz,whither thougoest in topossess it, is not asEretzMitzrayim, fromwhence
ye came out, where thou sowedst thy zera, andwateredst it with thy foot, as a gan (garden)
of herbs:

11Butha'aretz,whither ye go topossess it, is an eretz of harim (hills)andbeka'ot (valleys),
and drinkethmayim of thematar of Shomayim;

12AneretzwhichHASHEMEloheicha careth for; the eyesofHASHEMEloheichaarealways
upon it, from the reshit hashanah (beginningof the year) evenunto the acharit shanah (end
of the year).

13 And it shall come to pass, if ye shall give heed diligently unto My mitzvot which I
command you today, to love HASHEM Eloheichem, and to serve Him with all your lev and
with all your nefesh,

14That Iwill give you thematar (rain)of your land in its due season, the yoreh (early rain)
and themalkosh (latter rain, spring rain), that thoumayest gather in thy dagan (grain), and
thy tirosh (newwine), and thine yitzhar (fresh oil).

15And I will send esev in thy fields for thy cattle, that thoumayest eat and be full.
16 Take heed to yourselves, that your lev be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve

elohim acherim, and worship them;
17And then HASHEMʼs wrath be kindled against you, and He shut up the Shomayim, that

there be no matar, and that ha'adamah yield not her fruit; and lest ye perish meherah
(quickly) from off ha'aretz hatovah which HASHEM giveth you.

18 Therefore shall ye lay up these My devarim in your lev and in your nefesh, and bind
them for an ot upon your hand, that they may be as totafos (ornaments, Ex 13:16, Shabbos
57a) between your eyes.

19And ye shall teach them your banim, speaking of themwhen thou sittest in thine bais,
and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

20And thou shalt write them upon themezuzot of thine bais, and upon thy she'arim;
21 That your yamim may be multiplied, and the yamim of your banim, in ha'adamah

which HASHEM swore unto Avoteichem to give them, as the yamim of Shomayim upon
ha'aretz.†

22For if ye shall be shomer diligently over all thesemitzvot which I command you, to do
them, to loveHASHEMEloheichem, towalk in all Hisways, and to have deveykus untoHim;

23 Then will HASHEM drive out all these Goyim from before you, and ye shall possess
Goyim gedolim andmightier than yourselves.

24Every placewhereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours; from themidbar
and the Levanon, from the River, the river Euphrates, even unto the Western‡ Sea shall
your border be.

25There shall no man be able to stand before you; for HASHEM Eloheichem shall lay the
pachad (terror, fear) of you and the dread of you upon kol ha'aretz that ye shall tread upon,
as He hath said unto you.

[RE'EH]
26 See, I set before you today a brocha and a kelalah;
27A brocha, if ye obey themitzvot HASHEM Eloheichem, which I command you today;
28 And a kelalah, if ye will not obey the mitzvot HASHEM Eloheicha, but turn aside out

of HaDerech which I command you today, to go after acharei elohim, which ye have not
known.
† 11:21 i.e., as long as the heavens are above the earth ‡ 11:24Mediterranean
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29And it shall come to pass, when HASHEM Eloheicha hath brought thee in unto ha'aretz
whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the brocha upon Mt Gerizim, and the
kelalah uponMt Eival.

30Are they not on the other side of the Yarden, in the direction of the setting shemesh, in
the Eretz Kena'ani, which dwell in the Aravah opposite Gilgal, near the oak of Moreh?

31 For ye shall pass over Yarden to go in to possess ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheichem
giveth you, and ye shall possess it, and dwell therein.

32And ye shall be shomer to do all the chukkim and mishpatim which I set before you
today.

12
1These are the chukkim andmishpatim overwhich ye shall be shomer to do in ha'aretz,

which HASHEM Elohei Avoteicha giveth thee to possess it, kol hayamim that ye live upon
ha'adamah.

2Ye shall utterly destroy all the places, wherein the Goyimwhich ye shall possess served
their elohim, upon the highmountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree;

3 And ye shall overthrow their mizbechot, and break their matzeivot, and burn their
Asherimwith eish; and ye shall hew down peselim of their elohim, and destroy the names
of them out of that place.

4Ye shall not do so unto HASHEM Eloheichem.
5But unto the place which HASHEM Eloheichem shall choose out of all your shevatim to

put Shmo there, even unto His habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:
6And thither ye shall bring your olot, and your zevakhim, and your ma'aseros (tithes),

and terumot (heave offerings) of your hand, and your nedarim (vows), and your nedavot
(freewill offerings), and the bekhorot (firstlings) of your herds and of your flocks;

7And there ye shall eat before HASHEM Eloheichem, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put
your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein HASHEM Eloheicha hath blessed thee.

8 Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here today, ish koh hayashar be'einav
(everymanwhatsoever is right in his own eyes).

9 For ye are not as yet come to the menuchah (resting place) and to the nachalah, which
HASHEM Eloheicha giveth you.

10But when ye go over Yarden, and dwell in ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheichem giveth
you to inherit, and when He giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye
dwell in safety;

11Then there shall be a place which HASHEM Eloheichem shall choose to cause Shmo to
dwell there; thither shall ye bring all that I command you; your olot, and your zevakhim,
yourma'aseros (tithes), and the terumah (heave offering) of your hand, and all your choice
nedarim (vows)which ye vow unto HASHEM;

12And ye shall rejoice before HASHEM Eloheichem, ye, and your banim, and your banot,
and your avadim, and your maidservants, and the Levi that is within your she'arim;
forasmuch as he hath no chelek nor nachalah with you.

13Take heed to thyself that thou offer not thy olot in every place that thou seest;
14 But in the place which HASHEM shall choose in one of thy shevatim, there thou shalt

offer thy olot, and there thou shalt do all that I command thee.
15Notwithstanding, thou mayest kill and eat basar in all thy she'arim, whatsoever thy

nefesh desireth, according to the birkat HASHEM Eloheicha which He hath given thee;
hatameh (the unclean) and hatahor (the clean)may eat thereof, as if it were gazelle or deer.

16Only ye shall not eat the dahm; ye shall pour it upon ha'aretz as mayim.
17Thoumayest not eat within thy she'arim the ma'aser (tithe) of thy dagan (grain), or of

thy tirosh (new wine), or of thy yitzhar (fresh oil), or the bekhorot (firstlings) of thy herds
or of thy flock, nor any of thy nedarim (vows)which thou vowest, nor thy nedavot (freewill
offerings), or terumah (heave offering) of thine hand;

18 But thou must eat them before HASHEM Eloheicha in the place which HASHEM
Eloheicha shall choose, thou, and thy ben, and thy bat, and thy eved, and thy amah, and
the Levi that is within thy she'arim; and thou shalt rejoice before HASHEM Eloheicha in all
that thou puttest thine hands unto.

19 Be shomer to thyself that thou forsake not the Levi as long as thou livest upon
ha'adamah.

20WhenHASHEMEloheicha shall enlarge thy border, asHe hath promised thee, and thou
shalt say, I will eat basar, because thy nefesh longeth to eat basar; thou mayest eat basar,
whatsoever thy nefesh desireth after.
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21 If the place which HASHEM Eloheicha hath chosen to put Shmo there be too far from
thee, then thou shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which HASHEM hath given thee, as I
have commanded thee, and thou shalt eat in thy she'arimwhatsoever thy nefesh desireth
after.

22Even as the gazelle and the deer is eaten, so thou shalt eat them; the tameh (unclean)
and the tahor (clean) shall eat of them alike.

23Only be sure that thou eat not the dahm; for the dahm is the nefesh; and thoumayest
not eat the nefesh with the basar.

24Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it upon ha'aretz as mayim.
25Thou shalt not eat it; that itmay gowellwith thee, andwith thybanimafter thee,when

thou shalt do that which is yashar in the sight of HASHEM.
26Only thy kadashim (holy things)which thou hast, and thy nedarim (vows), thou shalt

take, and go unto the place which HASHEM shall choose;
27And thou shalt offer thy olot, the basar and the dahm, upon the Mizbe'ach of HASHEM

Eloheicha; and the dahm of thy zevakhim (sacrifices) shall be poured out upon the
mizbe'ach of HASHEM Eloheicha, and thou shalt eat the basar.

28Be shomer and heed all these devarimwhich I command thee, that itmay gowell with
thee, andwith thy banim after thee ad olam,when thou doest thatwhich is tov and yashar
in the sight of HASHEM Eloheicha.

29WhenHASHEM Eloheicha shall cut off the Goyim from before thee, whither thou goest
to possess them, and thou displace them, and dwellest in their land;

30 Be shomer to thyself that thou be not ensnared to follow them, after that they be
destroyed from before thee; and that thou inquire not after their elohim, saying, How did
these Goyim serve their elohim? Even so will I do likewise.

31Thou shalt not do so unto HASHEM Eloheicha; for kol to'avat HASHEM (every abomina-
tion to HASHEM), which He hateth, have they done unto their elohim; for even their banim
and their banot they have burned in the eish to their elohim.

13
1What thing soever I command you, be shomer to do it; thou shalt not add thereto, nor

take away or diminish from it.
2 If there arise among you a navi, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee an ot (sign) or

amofet (wonder),
3 And the ot (sign) or the mofet (wonder) come to pass, whereof he spoke unto thee,

saying, Let us go after elohim acherim, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;
4Thou shalt not give heed unto the devarim of that navi, or that dreamer of dreams; for

HASHEM Eloheichem is testing you, to knowwhether ye love HASHEM Eloheichemwith all
your lev and with all your nefesh.

5Ye shallwalk afterHASHEMEloheichem, and fearHim, andbe shomer overHismitzvot,
and obey His voice, and ye shall serve Him, and have deveykus unto Him.

6And that navi, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because hehath spoken
to turn you away from HASHEM Eloheichem, which brought you out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
and redeemed you out of the bais avadim, to entice thee from HaDerech which HASHEM
Eloheicha commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put harah away from the midst of
thee.

7 If achicha (thy brother), the ben of thy em, or thy ben, or thy bat, or the eshet kheyk of
thee (wife of thy bosom), or thy friend, which is as thine own nefesh, entice thee secretly,
saying, Let us go and serve elohimacherim,which thouhast not known, thou, nor thy avot;

8 Namely, of the elohei ha'amim which are round about you, near unto thee, or far
off from thee, from the one ketzeh ha'aretz (end of the earth) even unto the other ketzeh
ha'aretz;

9Thou shalt not yield unto him, nor give heed unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him,
neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him;

10But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death,
and afterwards the hand of kol HaAm.

11 And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust
thee away from HASHEM Eloheicha, which brought thee out of Eretz Mitzrayim, from the
bais avadim.

12And kol Yisroel shall hear, and fear, and shall not again do such wickedness as this is
among you.

13 If thou shalt hear say in one of thy towns, which HASHEM Eloheicha hath given thee to
dwell there, saying,
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14 Certain men, the bnei Beliyaal (reprobate, worthless men), are gone out from among
you, and have enticed the inhabitants of their town, saying, Let us go and serve elohim
acherim, which ye have not known;

15Then shalt thou inquire, andmake search, and ask diligently; and, hinei, if it be emes,
and the thing certain, that such to'evah (abomination, detestable action) is wrought among
you;

16 Thou shalt surely strike the inhabitants of that town with the edge of the cherev, in
cherem destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of
the cherev.

17And thou shalt gather all the plunder of it into themidst of the street thereof, and shalt
burn with eish the town, and all the plunder thereof completely for HASHEM Eloheicha;
and it shall be a tel olam (heap forever); it shall not be built again.

18And there shall cling none of the accursed thing to thine hand; that HASHEMmay turn
from the fierceness of His anger, and show thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee,
andmultiply thee, as He hath sworn unto Avoteicha;

19When thou shalt give heed to the voice of HASHEMEloheicha, to be shomer over all His
mitzvotwhich I command thee today, to do thatwhich is yashar (right, straight) in the eyes
of HASHEM Eloheicha.

14
1Yeare thebneiHASHEMEloheichem; ye shall not cut yourselves, normakeanybaldness

between your eyes for the dead.
2 For thou art an Am Kadosh unto HASHEM Eloheicha, and HASHEM hath chosen thee

to be an Am Segullah (treasured people) unto Himself, above kol haamim that are upon
ha'adamah.

3Thou shalt not eat any to'evah (detestable thing).
4These are the beasts which ye shall eat: the shor, the seh, and the izzim,
5Thedeer, and the gazelle, and theyachmur, and theakko, and theantelope, and thewild

ox, and the wild goat.
6And every beast that parteth the hoof, and is separated in two hooves, and cheweth the

cud among the beasts, that ye shall eat.
7Nevertheless, these ye shall not eat of them that only chew the cud, or of them that only

divide the cloven hoof; as the camel, and the hare, and the coney; for they chew the cud,
but divide not the hoof; therefore they are tameh (unclean) unto you.

8 And the chazir, because it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not the cud, it is tameh
(unclean) unto you; ye shall not eat of their basar, nor touch their nevelah (dead carcass).

9These ye shall eat of all that are in the waters: all that have fins and scales shall ye eat,
10Andwhatsoever hathnot fins and scales yemaynot eat; it is tameh (unclean)unto you.
11Of all tahorah (clean) birds ye shall eat.
12 But these are they of which ye shall not eat: the nesher, and the vulture, and the

bearded vulture,
13And the kite, and the buzzard after its kind,
14And every raven after its kind,
15And the owl, and the night hawk, and the seagull, and the hawk after its kind,
16The little owl, and the great owl, and the horned owl,
17And the pelican, and the osprey, and the cormorant,
18And the stork, and the heron after its kind, and the hoopoe, and the bat.
19 And every creeping thing that flieth is tameh (unclean) unto you; they shall not be

eaten.
20But of all tahor (clean) fowls yemay eat.
21 Ye shall not eat of anything that dieth of itself; thou shalt give it unto the ger that is

in thy she'arim, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien; for thou art an Am
Kadosh unto HASHEM Eloheicha. Thou shalt not boil a young goat in its motherʼs cholov.

22 Thou shalt truly give ma'aser (tithe) of all the increase of thy zera, that the sadeh
bringeth forth year by year.

23 And thou shalt eat before HASHEM Eloheicha, in the place which He shall choose to
place Shmo there, the ma'aser (tithe) of thy dagan (grain), of thy tirosh (new wine), and of
thine yitzhar (fresh oil), and the bekhorot (firstlings) of thy herds and of thy flocks; that
thoumayest learn to stand in awe of HASHEM Eloheicha always.

24 And if the journey be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the
place be too far from thee, which HASHEM Eloheicha shall choose to set Shmo there, when
HASHEM Eloheicha hath blessed thee;
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25Then shalt thou exchange it for kesef, and bind up themoney in thine hand, and shalt
go unto the place which HASHEM Eloheicha shall choose;

26 And thou shalt spend that kesef for whatsoever thy nefesh desireth after, for cattle,
or for sheep, or for yayin, or for shechar (fermented drink), or for whatsoever thy nefesh
desireth; and thou shalt eat there before HASHEM Eloheicha, and thou shalt rejoice, thou,
and thine household,

27 And the Levi that is within thy she'arim; thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath no
chelek nor nachalah with thee.

28 At the end of shalosh shanim thou shalt bring forth all the ma'aser (tithe) of thine
increase the same year, and shalt store it up within thy she'arim:

29And the Levi (because he hath no chelek nor nachalah with thee) and the ger, and the
yatom, and the almanah, which are within thy she'arim, shall come, and shall eat and be
satisfied; that HASHEM Eloheicha may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou
doest.

15
1At the end of every shevat shanim thou shalt make a shemittah (release).
2 And this is the manner of the shemittah: Every creditor that lendeth whatever unto

his neighbor shall cancel the debt; he shall not exact it of his neighbor, or of his brother;
because it is called HASHEMʼs Shemittah.

3Of a nokhri thou mayest require a debt to be repaid; but that which is thine with thy
brother thine hand shall release the claim;

4 There shall be no evyon (needy, poor) among you; for HASHEM shall greatly bless thee
in ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee for a nachalah to possess it;

5 If only thou carefully give heed unto the voice of HASHEM Eloheicha to be shomer to do
all these mitzvot which I command thee today.

6 For HASHEM Eloheicha blesseth thee, as He promised thee: and thou shalt lend unto
Goyim rabbim, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou shalt reign over Goyim rabbim, but
they shall not reign over thee.

7 If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of thy she'arim
in thy landwhich HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine lev, nor shut
thine hand from thy poor brother:

8But thou shalt open thine handwide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for
his machsor (need), in that which he wanteth.

9 Beware that there be not a thought in thy lev beliyaal, saying, The seventh year, the
shnat hashemittah (the year of release), is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor
brother, and thou givest him nought; and he cry unto HASHEM against thee, and it be chet
(sin) unto thee.

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thine lev shall not be grieved when thou givest unto
him; because that for this thing HASHEM Eloheicha shall bless thee in all thy works, and in
all that thou puttest thine hand unto.

11For the poor shall never cease out of ha'aretz; therefore I command thee, saying, Thou
shalt open thine handwide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.

12 And if thy brother, an Ivri (a Hebrew), or an Ivriyyah (Hebrew woman), be sold unto
thee, and serve thee shesh shanim; then in the shanah hashevi'it thou shalt let him go free
from thee.

13Andwhen thou sendest himout chafshi (free) from thee, thou shalt not let himgoaway
empty-handed:

14Thou shalt furnish him liberally out of thy tzon, and out of thy threshing floor, and out
of thy winepress; of that wherewith HASHEM Eloheicha hath blessed thee thou shalt give
unto him.

15 And thou shalt remember that thou wast an eved in Eretz Mitzrayim, and HASHEM
Eloheicha redeemed thee; therefore I command thee this thing today.

16And it shall be, if he say unto thee, I will not go away from thee; because he loveth thee
and thine bais, because he fares well with thee;

17Then thou shalt take an awl, and thrust it through his ear unto the delet, and he shall
be thy eved olam. And also unto thymaidservant thou shalt do likewise.

18 It shall not seemhardunto thee,when thou sendest himaway chafshi (free) from thee;
forhehathbeenworth twice that of ahired eved to thee, in serving thee shesh shanim; and
HASHEM Eloheicha shall bless thee in all that thou doest.
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19Kol habechor (all firstling males) that come of thy herd and of thy flock thou shalt set
apart as kodesh unto HASHEM Eloheicha; thou shalt do no work with the bechor of thy ox,
nor shear the bechor of thy sheep.

20Thou shalt eat it before HASHEM Eloheicha shanah b'shanah (year by year) in the place
which HASHEM shall choose, thou and thy household.

21And if there be anymum therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or have any serious defect,
thou shalt not sacrifice it unto HASHEM Eloheicha.

22Thou shalt eat it within thy she'arim; the tameh (unclean) and the tahor (clean) person
shall eat it alike, as the gazelle, and as the deer.

23Only thou shalt not eat the dahm thereof; thou shalt pour it upon ha'aretz as mayim.

16
1 Be shomer of the month of Aviv,* and perform the Pesach offering unto HASHEM

Eloheicha; for in themonth of AvivHASHEMEloheicha brought thee forth out ofMitzrayim
by lailah.

2 Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the Pesach unto HASHEM Eloheicha, of the tzon and the
herd, in the place which HASHEM shall choose to place Shmo there.

3Thou shalt eat no chametz with it; shivat yamim shalt thou eat matzot therewith, even
the lechemoni (bread of affliction); for thou camest forth out of EretzMitzrayim in haste in
order that thoumayest remember the yomwhen thou camest forth out of EretzMitzrayim
kol yemei chayyechah (all the days of thy life).

4 And there shall be no se'or (leaven) seen with thee in all thy territory shivat yamim;
neither shall thereany thingof thebasar,which thousacrificedstba'ErevbaYomHaRishon,
remain overnight until the boker.

5 Thou mayest not sacrifice the Pesach within any of thy she'arim, which HASHEM
Eloheicha giveth thee;

6But at theplacewhichHASHEMEloheicha shall choose toplace Shmo in, there thou shalt
sacrifice thePesachat erev, at the goingdownof the shemesh, at themo'ed (appointed time)
that thou camest forth out of Mitzrayim.

7And thou shalt roast and eat it in the place which HASHEM Eloheicha shall choose; and
thou shalt turn back in the boker, and go unto thy oholim.

8 Sheshet yamim thou shalt eat matzot; and on the yom hashevi'i shall be an atzeret
(assembly) to HASHEM Eloheicha; thou shalt do nomelachah (work) therein.

9Shivah shavu'ot (sevenweeks) shalt thounumberunto thee; begin tonumber the shivah
shavu'ot from such time as thou begin to put the sickle to the standing crop.

10 And thou shalt observe Chag Shavuos unto HASHEM Eloheicha by giving a terumah
(freewill offering) of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto HASHEM Eloheicha, according
as HASHEM Eloheicha hath blessed thee:

11And thou shalt rejoice before HASHEM Eloheicha, thou, and thy ben, and thy bat, and
thy eved, and thy amah, and theLevi that iswithin thy she'arim, and the ger, and the yatom
(orphan), and the almanah, that are amongyou, in theplacewhichHASHEMEloheichahath
chosen to place Shmo there.

12 And thou shalt remember that thou wast an eved in Mitzrayim: and thou shalt be
shomer and do these chukkim.

13ChagHaSukkot shalt thou observe shivat yamim, after that thouhast gathered in from
thy threshing floor and from thy winepress:

14And thou shalt rejoice in thy chag (feast), thou, and thy ben, and thy bat, and thy eved,
and thy amah, and the Levi, the ger, and the yatom (orphan), and the almanah, that are
within thy she'arim.

15 Shivat yamim shalt thou observe the chag (feast) unto HASHEM Eloheicha in the
place which HASHEM shall choose, because HASHEM Eloheicha shall bless thee in all thine
increase, and in all the works of thine hands, so that thou shalt surely rejoice.

16Shalosh pe'amimbashanah shall all thymales appear beforeHASHEMEloheicha in the
place which He shall choose; in the Chag Matzot, and in the Chag HaShavu'os, and in the
Chag HaSukkot, and they shall not appear before HASHEM empty-handed:

17Everyman shall give as he is able, according to the BirkatHASHEMEloheichawhichHe
hath given thee.

[SHOFTIM]

* 16:1 springtime, i.e., Nisan
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18 Shofetim and shoterim shalt thou appoint thee in all thy she'arim, which HASHEM
Eloheicha giveth thee, throughout thy shevatim: and they shall judgeHaAmwithmishpat-
tzedek.

19Thou shalt not pervertmishpat; thou shalt not showpartiality, neither take a shochad:
for a bribe doth blind the eyes of the chachamim, and twist the devarim of the tzaddikim.

20 Tzedek tzedek (that which is altogether just) shalt thou follow, that thou mayest live,
and inherit ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee.

21 Thou shalt not plant any tree as an Asherah near unto the Mizbe'ach of HASHEM
Eloheicha, which thou shalt make thee.

22 Neither shalt thou set thee up any matzeivah (idolatrous pillar); which HASHEM
Eloheicha hateth.

17
1 Thou shalt not sacrifice unto HASHEM Eloheicha any ox, or sheep, wherein is mum

(blemish), or any evil thing, any defect: for that is a to'avat (abomination) unto HASHEM
Eloheicha.

2 If there be found among you, within any of thy she'arim which HASHEM Eloheicha
giveth thee, ish or isha, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of HASHEM Eloheicha,
in transgressing His Brit,

3And hath gone and served elohim acherim, and worshiped them, either the shemesh,
or yarei'ach, or any of the tz'vah HaShomayim, which I have not commanded;

4And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, hinei, it be
emes, and the thing nakhon (certain, correct), that such to'evah (abomination) is wrought
in Yisroel,

5 Then shalt thou bring forth that ish or that isha, which have committed that wicked
thing, unto thy she'arim, even that ish or that isha, and shalt stone them with avanim, till
they die.

6At themouth of shneym edim, or shloshah edim, shall he that is worthy of death be put
to death; but at themouth of ed echad (one witness) he shall not be put to death.

7 The hands of the edim shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the
hands of kol haAm. So thou shalt put harah (the evil) away from among you.

8 If there arise amatter too hard for thee inmishpat, between dahmand dahm, between
dinanddin, andbetweennegaandnega, beingmattersof controversywithin thy she'arim,
then shalt thou arise, and get thee up into the placewhichHASHEMEloheicha shall choose;

9And thou shalt come unto the kohanim, who are the Levi'im, and unto the Shofet that
shall be in those days, and inquire; and they shall show thee the devar hamishpat (word of
judgment);

10And thou shalt do according to the devar, which they of that placewhichHASHEM shall
choose shall show thee; and thou shalt be shomer to do according to all that they teach
thee;

11According to the pi hatorahwhich they shall teach thee, and according to themishpat
which they shall tell thee, thou shalt do; thou shalt not turn aside from the devar which
they shall show thee, to the right hand, nor to the left.

12And the ish that will do presumptuously, and will not give heed unto the kohen that
standeth tominister there beforeHASHEMEloheicha, or unto the Shofet, even that ish shall
die; and thou shalt put away harah from Yisroel.

13And kol haAm shall hear, and fear, and do nomore presumptuously.
14 When thou art come unto ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, and shalt

possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a melech over me, like Kol
HaGoyim that are about me;

15 Thou shalt in any wise set him as melech over thee, whom HASHEM Eloheicha shall
choose; one from among thy achim shalt thou set asmelech over thee; thoumayest not set
an ish nokhri over thee, which is not achicha (thy brother, i.e., a fellowHebrew).

16Buthe shall notmultiply susim tohimself, nor cause thepeople to return toMitzrayim,
to the end that he should multiply the sus; forasmuch as HASHEM hath said unto you, Ye
shall henceforth return nomore that way.

17Neither shall he multiply nashim to himself, that his lev turn not away; neither shall
he greatly multiply to himself kesef and zahav.

18And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the kiseimamlakhto (throne of his kingdom), that
he shall write him amishneh hatorah hazot (copy of this torah) in a sefer out of that which
is before the kohanim, the Levi'im;
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19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life; that he
may learn to fear HASHEM Elohav, to be shomer over kol divrei hatorah hazot and these
chukkim, to do them;

20 That his lev be not lifted up in pride above his brethren, and that he turn not aside
from the mitzvah, to the right hand, or to the left; to the end that he may prolong his days
in his mamlachah, he, and his banim, in themidst of Yisroel.

18
1 The kohanim, who are Levi'im, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no chelek nor

nachalah with Yisroel; they shall eat the offerings of HASHEM made by eish, even His
nachalah.

2Therefore shall they have no nachalah among their achim; HASHEM is their nachalah,
as He hath said unto them.

3 And this shall be the mishpat hakohanim (the right of the kohanim) from the people,
from them that offer the zevach, whether it be shor or seh; and they shall give unto the
kohen the shoulder, and the two jowls, and the stomach.

4The reshit also of thy grain, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the reshit of the shearing
of thy tzon, shalt thou give him.

5For HASHEM Eloheicha hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to stand to minister in the
Shem of HASHEM, he and his banim kol hayamim.

6And if a Levi come from any of thy she'arim (gates, i.e., towns) out of kol Yisroel, where
he is living, and come with all the earnestness of his nefesh unto the place which HASHEM
shall choose;

7 Then he shall minister in the Shem of HASHEM Elohav, as all his achim the Levi'im do,
which stand there before HASHEM.

8 They shall have chelek k'chelek (like portions) to eat, beside that which cometh of the
sale of his patrimony.

9When thou art come into ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, thou shalt not
learn to imitate the to'avot (abominations) of those Goyim.

10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his ben or his bat to pass
through the eish* or kosem kesamim (a diviner of divination) or a m'onen (soothsayer,
astrologer), or a m'nachesh (one who interprets omens), or a mekhashshef (witch).

11Or onewho casts spells, or onewho inquires of a ghost or a familiar spirit, or a doresh
el hamesim (a consulter of the dead ones, i.e., a necromancer).

12For all that do these things are a to'avat HASHEM; and because of these to'evot, HASHEM
Eloheicha is about to drive them out before thee.

13Thou shalt be tamim (blameless) before HASHEM Eloheicha.
14 For these Goyim, which thou shalt dispossess, paid heed unto soothsayers, and unto

diviners; but as for thee, HASHEM Eloheicha hath not suffered thee so to do.
15 HASHEM Eloheicha will raise up unto thee a Navi from among thee, of thy achim,

kamoni (likeme);† unto him yemust listen;
16 According to all that thou desiredst of HASHEM Eloheicha in Chorev in the Yom

HaKahal, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of HASHEM Elohav, neither let me see
this eish hagedolah anymore, that I die not.

17And HASHEM said untome, They have well spoken that which they have spoken.
18 I will raise them up a Navi from among their achim, like unto thee, and will put My

words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.‡
19And it shall come to pass, thatwhosoeverwill not listen untoMywordswhich he shall

speak Bishmi (inMyName), I will require it of him.
20But the navi, which shall presume to speak aword Bishmi (InMyName), which I have

not commandedhim to speak, or that shall speak in the shemof elohimacharim, even that
navi shall die.

21 And if thou say in thine lev, How shall we know the word which HASHEM hath not
spoken?

22Whenanavi speaketh b'ShemHASHEM, if the thing follownot, nor come to pass, that is
the thingwhichHASHEM hath not spoken, but the navi hath spoken it bezadon (in zadon);§
thou shalt not be afraid of him.

* 18:10 i.e., be burned as an idolʼs offering † 18:15Moshe, Ex 32:30 ‡ 18:18 Yn 10:18 § 18:22 presumption,
arrogance
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19
1WhenHASHEM Eloheicha hath cut off the Goyim, whose land HASHEM Eloheicha giveth

thee, and thou dispossess them, and dwellest in their towns, and in their batim (houses),
2Thou shalt separate shalosh arim (three towns) for thee in themidst of thy land, which

HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee to possess it.
3 Thou shalt prepare yourselves roads, and divide the territory of thy land, which

HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee to inherit, into three parts, that every slayermay flee there.
4And this is the case of the slayer, which shall flee there, that hemay live: Whoso killeth

his neighbor without da'as, whom he hated not in time past;
5As when an ish goeth into the wood with his neighbor to cut wood, his hand swings a

stroke with the axe to cut down the tree, the head slippeth from the handle, and strikes
upon his neighbor, that he die; he shall flee unto one of those towns, and live;

6Lest theGo'elHaDahmpursue the slayer,while his lev is hot, andovertakehim, because
the way is long, and slay him; whereas he was not worthy of death, inasmuch as he hated
him not in time past.

7Therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt separate shalosh arim for thee.
8And if HASHEM Eloheicha enlarge thy territory, as He hath sworn unto Avoteicha, and

give thee kol ha'aretz which He promised to give unto Avoteicha;
9 If thou shalt be shomer over all thesemitzvot to do them,which I command thee today,

to love HASHEM Eloheicha, and to walk ever in His ways; then shalt thou add three towns
more for thee, beside these three;

10 That dahm naki (innocent blood) be not shed in thy land, which HASHEM Eloheicha
giveth thee for a nachalah, and so damim be upon thee.

11But if any ish hate his neighbor, and lie in wait for him, and rise up against him, and
strike himmortally that he die, and fleeth into one of these towns;

12Then the zekenim of his town shall send and have him taken from there, and deliver
him into the yad of the Goel HaDahm, that hemay die.

13 Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away the guilt of dahm naki from
Yisroel, that it may go well with thee.

14 Thou shalt not remove thy neighborʼs landmark, which they of old time have set in
thine nachalah, which thou shalt inherit in the eretz that HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee to
possess it.

15Ed echad shall not rise up against an ish for any avon (iniquity), or for any chattat (sin),
in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of shney edim, or at the mouth of shloshah edim,
shall the matter be established.

16 If an ed chamas (malicious, false witness) rise up against any ish to testify against him
that which is wrong;

17 Then both the men, between whom the controversy is, shall stand before HASHEM,
before the kohanim and the shofetim, which shall be in those days;

18And the shofetim shallmake diligent inquiry; and, hinei, if thewitness be an ed sheker
(false witness), and hath testified falsely against his brother;

19 Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt
thou put harah away from among you.

20 And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more
any such rah among you.

21And thine eye shall not pity; but nefesh shall go for nefesh, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
yad for yad, regel for regel.

20
1When thou goest out to milchamah against thine enemies, and seest sus (horses), and

chariots, and a peoplemore than thou, be not afraid of them; forHASHEMEloheicha iswith
thee, which brought thee up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

2 And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the milchamah, that the kohen shall
approach and speak unto the people,

3And shall say unto them, Shema, Yisroel, ye approach today unto milchamah against
your enemies; let not your hearts faint; fear not, anddonot tremble, neither be ye terrified
because of them;

4For HASHEM Eloheicha is He that goeth with you, to fight for you against your enemies,
to save you.

5And the shoterim shall speak unto the people, saying, What ish is there that hath built
a bais chadash, and hath not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his bais, lest he die in
themilchamah, and another ish dedicate it.
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6And what ish is he that hath planted a kerem (vineyard), and hath not yet eaten of it?
Let him also go and return unto his bais, lest he die in themilchamah, and another ish eat
of it.

7And what ish is there that hath betrothed an isha, and hath not taken her? Let him go
and return unto his bais, lest he die in themilchamah, and another ish take her.

8 And the shoterim shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What ish
is there that is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return unto his bais, lest his
brethrenʼs lev faint as well as his lev.

9And it shall be, when the shoterim have made an end of speaking unto the people that
they shall appoint sarei tzvaos to lead the people.

10Whenthoucomestnighuntoa towntofightagainst it, thenproclaimanofferof shalom
unto it.

11And it shall be, if it make thee answer of shalom, and open unto thee, then it shall be,
that kol haAm that is found therein shall be servants, placed under tribute unto thee, and
they shall serve thee.

12And if it will make no shalomwith thee, but engages in milchamah against thee, then
thou shalt besiege it;

13AndwhenHASHEMEloheichahathdelivered it into thinehands, thou shalt strike every
male thereof with the edge of the cherev;

14But the nashim, and the little ones, and the behemah, and all that is in the town, even
all the plunder thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the plunder of thine
enemies HASHEM Eloheicha hath given thee.

15Thus shalt thou do unto all the towns which are very far off from thee, which are not
of the towns of these Goyim.

16 But of the towns of these people, which HASHEM Eloheicha doth give thee for a
nachalah, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth;

17But thou shalt utterly put them under cherem of destruction; namely, the Chitti, and
the Emori, the Kena'ani, and the Perizzi, the Chivi, and the Yevusi; as HASHEM Eloheicha
hath commanded thee;

18 That they teach you not to do after all their to'evot (abominations) which they have
done unto their elohim; so that ye would sin against HASHEM Eloheichem.

19Whenthoushaltbesiegea townyamimrabbim, inmakingwaragainst it to take it, thou
shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an axe against them; although thou mayest
eat of them, thou shalt not cut themdown. Are the etz hasadehmen that they should come
under your siege?

20Only the trees which thou knowest that they be not trees for food, thou shalt destroy
and cut them down; and thou shalt build siege works against the town that maketh
milchamahwith thee, until it be subdued.

21
1 If one be found slain in ha'adamah which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee to possess it,

lying in the sadeh, and it be not knownwho hath slain him;
2Then thy zekenim and thy shofetim shall come forth, and they shall measure unto the

towns which are round about him that is slain;
3And it shall be, that the townwhich is next unto the slainman, even the zekenimof that

town shall take a heifer, which hath not been worked with, and which hath not pulled the
ol (yoke);

4 And the zekenim of that town shall bring down the heifer unto a wadi with running
water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and shall break the heiferʼs neck there in the
wadi;

5 And the kohanim the Bnei Levi shall come near; for them HASHEM Eloheicha hath
chosen to minister unto Him, and to bless in the Shem of HASHEM; and by their word shall
every controversy and every assault be tried;

6 And all the zekenim of that town, that are next unto the slain man, shall wash their
hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley;

7 And they shall answer and say, Yadeinu (our hands) are not guilty of shefach dahm
(shedding blood), neither have our eyes seen it.

8Kapper (atone), O HASHEM, for Thy people Yisroel, whom Thou hast redeemed, and lay
not dahm naki (innocent blood) unto the charge of Thy people Yisroel. And the shefach
dahm shall be atoned for.

9So shalt thou put away the guilt of dahmnaki fromamong you, when thou shalt do that
which is right in the sight of HASHEM.
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[KI TEITZEI]
10When thou goest forth to milchamah against thine enemies, and HASHEM Eloheicha

hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive,
11And seest among the captives an eshet yefat to'ar (a woman who is beautiful of form),

and hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to be thy wife;
12 Then thou shalt bring her home to thine bais, and she shall shave her rosh, and trim

her nails;
13And she shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine

bais, and mourn her av and her em a full month; and after that thou shalt go in unto her,
and be her ba'al, and she shall be thy isha.

14 And it shall be, if thou have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she
will; but thou shalt not sell her at all for kesef, thou shalt not make merchandise of her,
because thou hast humbled her.

15 If an ish have two nashim, one beloved, and another hated, and they have born him
banim, both the beloved and the hated; and if the bechor be hers that was hated;

16 Then it shall be, on the yom when he wills his possessions to his banim, that he may
not make the ben of the beloved bechor before the ben of the hated, which is indeed the
bechor;

17But he shall acknowledge the ben of the hated for the bechor, by giving him a double
portion of all that he hath; for he is the beginning of his strength; themishpat habechorah
(right of the firstborn) is his.

18 If an ish have a stubborn and rebellious ben, whichwill not obey the voice of his av, or
the voice of his em, and that, when they have chastened him,will not give heed unto them;

19 Then shall his av and his em lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the zekenim of
his town, and unto the sha'ar (gate) of his place;

20 And they shall say unto the zekenim of his town, This our ben is stubborn and
rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a zolel (glutton) and a soveh (drunkard).

21And all the men of his town shall stone himwith avanim (stones), that he die; so shalt
thou put harah away from among you; and all Yisroel shall hear and fear.

22And if an ish have committed a chet (sin)mishpat mavet (worthy of death), and he is
put to death, and thou hang him on an etz;

23Hisnevelah shall not remainall night upon the etz, but thou shalt in anywiseburyhim
that day; for he that is talui (hanged) is underKilelat Elohim (curse ofG-d); that thy adamah
be not defiled, which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee for a nachalah.*

22
1 Thou shalt not see thy brotherʼs shor or his seh go astray, and ignore them; thou shalt

in any case bring them back unto thy brother.
2And if thy brother be not near unto thee, or if thou knowhimnot, then thou shalt bring

it unto thine own bais, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou
shalt restore it to him again.

3 In like manner shalt thou do with his chamor; and so shalt thou do with his raiment;
andwith all lost things of thy brotherʼs, which he hath lost, and thou hast found, shalt thou
do likewise; thoumayest not ignore it.

4 Thou shalt not see thy brotherʼs chamor or his shor fall down by the road, and ignore
them; thou shalt surely help him to lift them up again.

5 The isha shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a gever (man) neither shall a
gever put on simlat isha (garment of a woman); for all that do so are to'avat unto HASHEM
Eloheicha.

6 If a birdʼs ken (nest) chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, or on the ground,
whether they be young ones, or eggs, and the mother is roosting upon the young, or upon
the eggs, thou shalt not take themother with the young;

7But thou shalt in any wise let the mother go, and take the young to thee; that it may be
well with thee, and that thoumayest prolong thy yamim.

8When thou buildest a bais chadash, then thou shalt make a parapet for thy roof, that
thou bring not dahm (blood guiltiness) upon thine bais, if any fall from thence.

9Thou shalt not sow thy keremwith different seeds; lest the fruit of thy zera which thou
hast sown, and the fruit of thy kerem, be defiled.

10Thou shalt not plowwith a shor and a chamor together.
11Thou shalt not wear a garment of Shaanetz, as of woolen and linen together.

* 21:23 See 2Sm 18:14; Isa 53:4; Yn 19:31; Ga 3:13; Lv 27:10; 1K 2:24; 1C 15:3
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12 Thou shalt make thee gedilim (fringes, tzitzis, twisted threads) upon the four corners
of thy garment, wherewith thou coverest thyself.

13 If any ish take an isha, and go in unto her, and hate her,
14And give occasions of speech against her, and bring up a shem rah (bad name) upon

her, and say, I took this isha, andwhen I came to her, I found herwith no betulim (proofs of
virginity);

15Then shall the av of the na'arah, and her em, take and bring forth the betulim (proofs
of virginity) unto the zekenim of the town in the sha'arah (gate);

16And the avi hana'arah shall say unto the zekenim, I gave my bat unto this ish as isha
(wife) and he hateth her;

17 And, hinei, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy
bat with betulim; and yet these are my batʼs betulim. And they shall spread the simlah
(clothing) before the zekenim of the town.

18And the zekenim of that town shall take that ish and punish him;
19 And they shall fine him a hundred shekels of kesef, and give them unto the avi

hana'arah, because he hath brought a shem rah (bad name) upon a betulat Yisroel; and
she shall be his isha; hemay not put her away all his yamim.

20But if this thing be emes, and the betulim be not found for the na'arah;
21 Then they shall bring out the na'arah to the door of her bais avi, and the anashim of

her town shall stone herwith avanim that she die; because she hath committed an outrage
in Yisroel, to play the whore in her bais avi; so shalt thou put away the rah from among
you.

22 If an ish be found lyingwith an ishamarried to a husband then they shall both of them
die, both the ish that lay with the isha, and the isha; so shalt thou put away the rah from
Yisroel.

23 If a na'arah that is a betulah be betrothed unto a husband, and an ish find her in the
town, and lie with her;

24Then ye shall bring themboth out unto the sha'ar of that town, and ye shall stone them
with avanim that they die; the na'arah, because she cried not, being in the town; and the
ish, because he hath humbled his neighborʼs isha; so thou shalt put away the rah from
among you.

25But if the ish find a na'arah hame'orasah (betrothed woman) in the sadeh, and the ish
overpower her, and lie with her; then the ish only that lay with her shall die.

26But unto the na'arah thou shalt do nothing; there is in the na'arah no chet mavet (sin
worthy of death); for as when an ish riseth against his neighbor, and slayeth him, even so
is this matter;

27 For he found her in the sadeh, and the na'arah hame'orasah cried, and there was no
moshia (savior) for her.*

28 If an ish find a na'arah that is a betulah, which is not orasah (betrothed), and lay hold
on her, and lie with her, and they be found;

29Then the ish that lay with her shall give unto the avi hana'arah fifty [shekels] of kesef,
and she shall be his isha; because he hath humbled her, he may not put her away all his
yamim.

23
1An ish shall not take eshet aviv (his fatherʼs wife), nor uncover his fatherʼs robe.
2He that is wounded in the testicles, or hath a severed organ, shall not enter into the

Kahal HASHEM.
3Amamzer shall not enter into the Kahal HASHEM; even to his tenth generation shall he

not enter into the Kahal HASHEM.
4 An Amoni or Moavi shall not enter into the Kahal HASHEM; even to their tenth

generation shall they not enter into the Kahal HASHEM ad olam;
5Because theymet you notwith lechemandwithmayim in theway, when ye came forth

out of Mitzrayim; and because they hired against thee Balaam ben Be'or from Petor in
AramNaharayim, to curse thee.

6 Nevertheless HASHEM Eloheicha would not give heed unto Balaam; but HASHEM
Eloheicha turned the kelalah into a brocha unto thee, because HASHEM Eloheicha loved
thee.

7Thou shalt not seek their shalom nor their tovat all thy yamim l'olam.

* 22:27 See 2C 11:2-3 regarding Moshiach and his Kehillah Kallah and Hasatanʼs evil interference with the betrothal
and the above three Scriptures T.N.
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8Thou shalt not abhor an Edomi; for he is thy brother: thou shalt not abhor a Mitzri (an
Egyptian); because thou wast a ger in his land.

9 The banim that are begotten of them shall enter into the Kahal HASHEM in their third
generation.

10When the machaneh (camp) goeth forth against thine enemies, then be shomer over
thee against every wicked thing.

11 If there be among you any ish, that is not tahor (clean) by reason of a nocturnal occur-
rence, then shall he go outside themachaneh, he shall not comewithin themachaneh;

12But it shall be, when erev cometh on, he shallwashhimselfwithmayim; andwhen the
shemesh is down, he shall come into themachaneh again.

13Thoushalthaveaplacealsooutside themachaneh,whither thoushalt go forthoutside;
14And thou shalt have a shovel in addition to thyweapon; and it shall be, when thouwilt

relieve thyself outside, thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and cover that which
cometh from thee:

15 For HASHEM Eloheicha walketh in the midst of thy machaneh, to deliver thee, and to
give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thymachanehbe kadosh; thatHe see no
ervat davar (shameful thing) in thee, and turn away from thee.

16 Thou shalt not give up unto his adon the eved which is escaped from his adon unto
thee:*

17He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he shall choose in one
of thy she'arim, where it pleases him best; thou shalt not oppress him.

18 There shall be no kedeshah (ritual prostitute) of the banot Yisroel, nor a kadesh
(sodomite ritual prostitute) of the bnei Yisroel.

19Thoushaltnotbring thehireofazonah, or thepriceofakelev (maleprostitute), into the
BaisHASHEMEloheicha for anyneder; for evenbothof these are to'avatHASHEMEloheicha.

20Thou shalt not lend upon neshekh (interest) to thy brother; neshekh of kesef, neshekh
of okhel, neshekh of any thing that is lent upon neshekh;

21Untoanokhri thoumayest lenduponneshekh; butunto thybrother thoushaltnot lend
upon neshekh; that HASHEM Eloheichamay bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to
in ha'aretz whither thou goest to possess it.

22When thou shalt vow a neder unto HASHEM Eloheicha, thou shalt not delay to pay it;
for HASHEM Eloheicha will surely require it of thee; and it would be chet (sin) in thee.

23But if thou shalt abstain from vowing, it shall be no chet in thee.
24That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt be shomer over and perform; even a vow

thou hast voluntarily vowed unto HASHEM Eloheicha, which thou hast promised with thy
mouth.

25When thou comest into thy neighborʼs kerem (vineyard), then thou mayest eat thy fill
of grapes at thine own pleasure; but thou shalt not put any in thy vessel.

26When thou comest into the standing grain of thy neighbor, then thoumayest pluck the
ears with thine yad; but thou shalt not use a sickle unto thy neighborʼs standing grain.†

24
1When an ish hath taken an isha, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no

chen (favor) in his eyes, because he hath found some ervat davar (matter of immorality) in
her; then let him write her a sefer keritut and give it in her hand, and send her out of his
bais;

2 And when she is departed out of his bais, she may go and be an ish acher (wife of
another).

3 And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a sefer keritut and giveth it in her
hand, and sendeth her out of his bais; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his
isha;

4Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his isha, after
that she is hutamma'ah (defiled); for that is to'evah (abomination)beforeHASHEM; and thou
shalt not cause ha'aretz to sin, which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee for a nachalah.

5When an ish hath taken an isha chadasha, he shall not go out to milchamah, neither
shall he be charged with any business; but he shall be free in his bais shanah echat, and
shall gladden his isha which he hath taken.

6No ish shall take the loweror theuppermillstone topledge; forhe takethamanʼsnefesh
in pledge.

* 23:16 See PM † 23:26 SeeMt 12:1; Mk 2:23; Lk 6:1 on the fact that where the Spirit of the L-rd is, there is liberty.T.N.
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7 If an ish be found kidnapping any of his brethren of the Bnei Yisroel, and enslaves him,
or selleth him; then that ganav shall die; and thou shalt put the rah away from among you.

8Takeheed in thenegahatzara'at, that thoube shomerme'odanddoaccording to all that
the kohanim, the Levi'im, shall teach you; as I commanded them, so ye shall be shomer to
do.

9 Remember what HASHEM Eloheicha did unto Miryam by the way, after that ye were
come forth out of Mitzrayim.

10When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his bais to get his
pledge.

11Thou shalt stand outside, and the ish towhom thoudost lend shall bring out the pledge
outside unto thee.

12And if the ish be oni (poor), thou shalt not keep his pledge overnight;
13 In any case thou shalt deliver to him the pledge again when the shemesh goeth down,

that he may sleep in his own raiment, and bless thee; and it shall be tzedakah unto thee
before HASHEM Eloheicha.

14 Thou shalt not oppress a hired servant that is oni (poor) and evyon (needy), whether
he be of thy brethren, or of thy ger that are in thy land within thy she'arim;

15 Each day thou shalt give him his wages, neither shall the shemesh go down upon it;
for he is oni, and setteth his lev upon it; lest he cry against thee untoHASHEM, and it be chet
unto thee.

16Theavot shall not beput todeath for thebanim, neither shall thebanimbeput todeath
for the avot; every ish shall be put to death for his own chet.

17Thoushaltnotpervert themishpatdue theger, norof theyatom; nor takeanalmanahʼs
raiment to pledge;

18But thou shalt remember that thouwast an eved inMitzrayim, andHASHEMEloheicha
redeemed thee thence; therefore I command thee to do this thing.

19When thou cuttest down thine katzir in thy sadeh, and hast forgot an omer (sheaf)
in the sadeh, thou shalt not go again to bring it back; it shall be for the ger, for the yatom
(orphan), and for the almanah; that HASHEM Eloheichamay bless thee in all thema'aseh of
thine hands.

20When thou beatest thine [etz] hazayit (olive tree), thou shalt not go over the branches
again; it shall be for the ger, for the yatom (orphan), and for the almanah.

21When thou gatherest the grapes of thy kerem, thou shalt not glean it afterward; it shall
be for the ger, for the yatom, and for the almanah.

22 And thou shalt remember that thou wast an eved in Eretz Mitzrayim; therefore I
command thee to do this thing.

25
1 If there be a dispute between anashim, and they come unto hamishpat (the court) that

the shofetimmay judge them; then they shall justify the tzaddik,* and condemn the guilty.
2And it shall be, if the reshah be worthy to be beaten, that the shofet shall cause him to

lie down, and to be beaten in his presence, according to his fault, by a certain number.
3Arba'im hemay give him, and not exceed; lest, if he should exceed, and beat him above

these with makkah rabbah (many stripes), then thy brother would be degraded in your
sight.

4Thou shalt not muzzle the shor when he treadeth out the grain.†
5 If achim dwell together, and one of them die, and ben ain lo (have no child), the eshet

hamet (wife of the dead) shall not marry outside unto an ish zar (strange man); her yevam
(deceasedhusbandʼsbrother) shall go inuntoher, and takeher tohimasawife, andperform
the levirate marriage.

6 And it shall be, that the bechor which she beareth shall succeed in the shem of his
brother which is dead, that shmo be not blotted out from Yisroel.‡

7 And if the ish like not to take his brotherʼs isha, then let his brotherʼs isha go up to
the sha'ar unto the zekenim, and say, My husbandʼs brother refuseth to raise up unto his
brother a shem in Yisroel, he will not perform the levirate marriage withme.

8Then the zekenim of his town shall call him, and speak unto him; and if he stand to it,
and say, I like not to take her;

9Then shall his brotherʼs isha comeuntohim in thepresenceof the zekenim, andremove
his sandal fromoffhis foot, and spit inhis face, and shall answer and say, So shall it bedone
unto that ish that will not build up the bais achiv (the house of his brother).

* 25:1 i.e., declare him to be in the right † 25:4 1C 9:9; 1Ti 5:18 ‡ 25:6 See Ruth
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10And shmo shall be called in Yisroel, The bais of him that hath his sandal loosed.
11 When anashim strive together one with another, and the eshet (wife) of the one

draweth near for to deliver her husband out of the hand of him that striketh him, and
putteth forth her hand, and taketh him by the private parts,

12Then thou shalt cut off her kaf (palm, hollowor flat of the hand), thine eye shall not pity
her.

13Thou shalt not have in thy bag differing weights, a gedolah and a ketannah.
14Thou shalt not have in thine bais differing eifah (measures), a gedolah and a ketannah.
15 But thou shalt have a shleimah and tzedek weight, a perfect and just measure shalt

thou have; that thy yamim may be lengthened in ha'adamah which HASHEM Eloheicha
giveth thee.

16 For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are a to'evah (abomination)
unto HASHEM Eloheicha.

17 Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of
Mitzrayim;

18How he met thee by the way, and struck your rear ranks, even all that were feeble
behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not Elohim.

19 Therefore it shall be, when HASHEM Eloheicha hath given thee rest from all thine
enemies round about, in ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee for a nachalah to
possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under Shomayim;
thou shalt not forget it.

26
[KI TAVO]

1And it shall be, when thou art come in unto ha'aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth
thee for a nachalah, and possessest it, and dwellest therein,

2That thou shalt take of the reshit kol pri ha'adamah which thou shalt bring of thy land
that HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place
which HASHEM Eloheicha shall choose to place Shmo there.

3 And thou shalt go unto the kohen that shall be in those yamim, and say unto him, I
declare today unto HASHEM Eloheicha, that I am come unto the country which HASHEM
swore unto Avoteinu to give us.

4 And the kohen shall take the basket out of thine hand, and set it down before the
mizbe'ach of HASHEM Eloheicha.

5And thou shalt speak and say before HASHEM Eloheicha, An Aramean ready to perish
was Avi, and he went down into Mitzrayim, and sojourned there with a few, and became
there a nation, great, mighty, and populous;

6AndtheEgyptiansmistreatedus, andafflictedus, and laiduponusavodahkashah (hard
labor);

7Andwhenwe crieduntoHASHEMElohei Avoteinu, HASHEMheard our voice, and looked
on our affliction, and our labor, and our oppression;

8 And HASHEM brought us forth out of Mitzrayim with a yad chazakah, and with an
outstretched zero'a, and with great awesomeness, and with otot, and withmofetim;

9AndHe hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even an eretz zavat
cholov udevash.

10And now, hinei, I have brought the reshit pri ha'adamah (firstfruits of the fruit of the
land), which Thou, HASHEM, hast givenme. And thou shalt set it before HASHEM Eloheicha,
and worship before HASHEM Eloheicha;

11And thou shalt rejoice in kol hatovwhichHASHEMEloheicha hath given unto thee, and
unto thine bais, thou, and the Levi, and the ger that is among you.

12 When thou hast made an end of tithing kol ma'aser (all the tithe) of thine tevu'at
bashanah hashelishit (increase in the third year), which is the Shnat HaMa'aser (Year of
Tithing), and hast given it unto the Levi, the ger, the yatom (orphan), and the almanah,
that theymay eat within thy she'arim, and be filled;

13 Then thou shalt say before HASHEM Eloheicha, I have brought away HaKodesh (the
Holy) out of mine bais, and also have given them unto the Levi, and unto the ger, to
the yatom (orphan), and to the almanah, according to all Thy mitzvot which Thou hast
commandedme; I have not transgressed Thymitzvot, neither have I forgotten them.

14 I have not eaten thereof inmymourning, neither have I taken awaywhatever thereof
while I was tameh, nor given thereof for the dead; but I have given heed to the voice of
HASHEM Elohai, and have done according to all that Thou hast commandedme.
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15 Look down from Thy me'on kadosh (holy dwelling place), from Shomayim, and bless
Thy people Yisroel, and ha'adamah which Thou hast given us, as Thou didst swear unto
Avoteinu, Eretz zavat cholov udevash.

16 This day HASHEM Eloheicha hath commanded thee to do these chukkim and mishpa-
tim; thou shalt therefore be shomer over and do them with kol levavecha, and with kol
nafshecha.

17 Thou hast distinguished HASHEM this day to be thy Elohim, and to walk in His ways,
and to be shomer over His chukkim, andHismitzvot, andHismishpatim, and to give heed
unto His voice;

18And HASHEM hath distinguished thee today to be His Am Segullah (treasured people),
as He hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest be shomer over all His mitzvot;

19And to set thee high above kol HaGoyimwhich He hathmade, in tehillah (praise), and
in shem, and in tiferet; and that thoumayest be an AmKadosh unto HASHEM Eloheicha, as
He hath spoken.

27
1AndMoshewith the zekenimofYisroel commanded thepeople, saying, Be shomerover

all the mitzvot which I command you today.
2And it shall be on the yomwhenye shall pass over YardenuntoHa'AretzwhichHASHEM

Eloheicha giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up avanim gedolot, and plaster them with
plaster;

3And thou shalt write upon them kol divrei hatorah hazot, when thou art passed over,
that thou mayest go in unto Ha'Aretz which HASHEM Eloheicha giveth thee, Eretz zavat
cholov udevash; as HASHEM Elohei Avoteicha hath promised thee.

4 Therefore it shall be when ye be gone over Yarden, that ye shall set up these avanim,
which I command you today, in Mt Eival, and thou shalt plaster themwith plaster.

5And there shalt thoubuild amizbe'achuntoHASHEMEloheicha, amizbe'ach of avanim;
thou shalt not use any barzel (iron [tool]) upon them.

6Thou shalt build themizbe'ach ofHASHEMEloheicha of avanim shleimot (uncut stones);
and thou shalt offer olot thereon unto HASHEM Eloheicha;

7 And thou shalt offer shelamim, and shalt eat there, and rejoice before HASHEM
Eloheicha.

8And thou shalt write very clearly upon the avanim kol divrei hatorah hazot.
9AndMoshe and the kohanimwhoare Levi'im spokeunto kol Yisroel, saying, Take heed,

and shema, Yisroel; today thou art become the people of HASHEM Eloheicha.
10Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of HASHEM Eloheicha, and do His mitzvot and His

chukkim, which I command thee today.
11AndMoshe charged the people the same yom, saying,
12These shall stand uponMtGerizim to bless the people, when ye are come over Yarden;

Shim'on, and Levi, and Yehudah, and Yissakhar, and Yosef, and Binyamin;
13 And these shall stand upon Mt Eival fot the curse: Reuven, Gad, and Asher, and

Zevulun, Dan, and Naphtali.
14And the Levi'im shall speak, and say unto all the men of Yisroel with a loud voice,
15Arur (cursed) be the ish that maketh any pesel (graven image) or massekhah (molten

image), a to'evah (abomination) unto HASHEM, the work of the hands of the charash
(craftsman), and sets it up in a secret place.

And kol HaAm shall answer and say, Omein.
16Arur (cursed) be he that treats with contempt aviv or immo.

And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.
17Arur (cursed) be he that moveth his neighborʼs boundarymarker.

And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.
18Arur (cursed) be he that maketh the ivver (blind) to wander out of the way.

And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.
19Arur (cursed) be he that perverteth themishpat of the ger, yatom, and almanah.

And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.
20Arur (cursed) be he that liethwith eshet aviv (his fatherʼswife); because he uncovereth

the robe of his father.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.

21Arur be he that lieth with anymanner of beast.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.

22Arur be he that lieth with his achot, the bat aviv, or the bat immo.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.
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23Arur be he that lieth with his chotenet (mother-in-law).
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.

24Arur be he that attacks his re'a (neighbor) secretly.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.

25Arur be he that taketh shochad (bribe, reward) to slay the nefesh dahm naki.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.

26Arur be he that confirmeth not divrei haTorah hazot by doing them.
And kol HaAm shall say, Omein.*

28
1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt give heed diligently unto the voice of HASHEM

Eloheicha, to be shomer and to do all His mitzvot which I command thee today, that
HASHEM Eloheicha will set thee on high above kol Goyei Ha'Aretz;

2 And all these berakhot shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt give heed
unto the voice of HASHEM Eloheicha.

3Baruch atah baIr (blessed shalt thou be in the town), and baruch atah basadeh (blessed
shalt thou be in the field, country).

4 Baruch shall be the pri of thy womb, and the pri of thy adamah, and the pri of thy
animals, the increase of thy livestock, and the flocks of thy sheep.

5Baruch shall be thy basket and thy kneading bowl.
6Baruch atah when thou comest in, and baruch atah when thou goest out.
7HASHEM shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be defeated before thy

face; they shall come out against thee derech echad, andflee before thee shivah derakhim.
8HASHEM shall command the brocha upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou

settest thine handunto; andHe shall bless thee in ha'aretzwhichHASHEMEloheicha giveth
thee.

9HASHEM shall establish thee an Am Kadosh unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee,
if thou shalt be shomer over themitzvot of HASHEM Eloheicha, and walk in His ways.

10And all people of ha'aretz shall see that thou art called by the Shem of HASHEM; and
they shall be afraid of thee.

11 And HASHEM shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the pri of thy womb, and in the
pri of thy livestock, and in the pri of thy ground, in ha'adamahwhich HASHEM swore unto
Avoteicha to give thee.

12HASHEMshall openunto theeHis otzarhatov, the Shomayim, to give thematarunto thy
land in its season, and to bless all the work of thine hand; and thou shalt lend unto Goyim
rabbim, and thou shalt not borrow.

13 And HASHEM shall make thee the rosh, and not the zanav (tail); and thou shalt be
above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou give heed unto themitzvot HASHEM
Eloheicha, which I command thee today, to be shomer to do them;

14And thou shalt not turn aside from any of the devarim which I command thee today,
to the right, or to the left, to go after elohim acherim to serve them.

15But it shall come to pass, if thouwilt not give heedunto the voice ofHASHEMEloheicha,
to be shomer to do all His mitzvot and His chukkot which I command thee today, that all
these kelalot (curses) shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:

16Arur shalt thou be in the town, and Arur shalt thou be in the sadeh.
17Arur shall be thy basket and thy kneading bowl.
18 Arur shall be the pri of thy womb, and the pri of thy adamah, the increase of thy

livestock, and the flocks of thy sheep.
19Arur shalt thou be when thou comest in, and Arur shalt thou be when thou goest out.
20 HASHEM shall send upon thee me'erah (curse), mehumah (confusion), and migeret

(rebuke), in all that thou settest thine hand unto to do, until thou be shmad, and until thou
perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsakenMe.

21HASHEM shall make the dever (plague, pestilence) have deveykus with thee, until He
have consumed thee from off ha'adamah, whither thou goest to possess it.

22 HASHEM shall strike thee with a shachefet (consumption), and with a
kaddachat*(fever), and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with
the cherev, and with scorching, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou
perish.

23And thy Shomayim that is over thy head shall be nechoshet, andHa'Aretz that is under
thee shall be barzel.
* 27:26 Ga 3:10 * 28:22Mk 1:31
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24HASHEM shall make the matar of thy land powder and dust; from Shomayim shall it
come down upon thee, until thou be shmad.

25HASHEM shall cause thee to be defeated before thine enemies; thou shalt go out derech
echadagainst them, andfleeshivahderakhimbefore them; andshaltbeanobjectofhorror
unto all the kingdoms of the earth.

26And thy nevelah shall be okhel unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of ha'aretz,
and no ish shall frighten them away.

27HASHEM will strike thee with the shekhin (boils) of Mitzrayim, and with the tumors,
and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.

28HASHEM shall strike theewith shiga'on (insanity), and ivvaron (blindness), and timhon
levav (confusion of heart);

29And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the ivver gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not
prosper in thyways; and thou shalt be only oppressed and plundered evermore, and thou
shalt have nomoshi'a.

30 Thou shalt betroth an isha, and another ish shall lie with her; thou shalt build a bais,
and thou shalt not dwell therein; thou shalt plant a kerem, and shalt not gather the grapes
thereof.

31Thineshor shallbe slainbefore thineeyes, and thoushaltnot eat thereof; thinechamor
shall be violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee; thy
tzon shall be given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have nomoshi'a.

32Thybanimand thybanot shall be givenunto another people, and thine eyes shall look,
and fail with longing for them kol hayom; and there shall be nothing you can do.

33 The pri of thy adamah, and all thy labors, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat
up; and thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed kol hayamim;

34 So that thou shalt be driven meshuga because of the sight of thine eyes which thou
shalt see.

35HASHEM shall strike thee in thebirkayim (knees), and in the legs,with shekhin rah (foul
boil) that cannot be healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head.

36HASHEM shall bring thee, and thy melech which thou shalt set over thee, unto a Goy
whichneither thounorAvoteichahaveknown; and there shalt thou serveelohimacherim,
etz va'even (wood and stone).†

37 And thou shalt become an object of horror, a mashal, and a byword, among kol
haGoyimwhither HASHEM shall lead thee.

38 Thou shalt carry much zera out into the sadeh, and shalt gather but little in; for the
arbeh shall devour it.

39 Thou shalt plant kramim, and dress them, but shalt neither drink of the yayin, nor
gather the grapes; for the tola'at (worm) shall eat them.

40 Thou shalt have olive trees throughout all thy territory, but thou shalt not anoint
thyself with the shemen; for thine olives shall drop off.

41 Thou shalt father banim and banot, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go
into shevi (captivity, the golus).

42All thy trees and pri of thy adamah shall the locust consume.
43Theger that iswithin thee shall get upabove theeveryhigh; and thou shalt comedown

very low.
44He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him; he shall be the rosh, and thou

shalt be the zanav.
45Moreover all these kelalot shall come upon thee, and shall pursue thee, and overtake

thee, till thou be shmad; because thou gavest not heed unto the voice of HASHEMEloheicha
to be shomer over His mitzvot and His chukkot which He commanded thee;

46And they shall be upon thee for an ot and for amofet, and upon thy zera ad olam.
47 Because thou servedst not HASHEM Eloheicha with simchah, and with gladness of

heart, because of the abundance of all things;
48 Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies which HASHEM shall send against thee, in

ra'av (hunger, famine), and in tzama (thirst), and in eirom (nakedness), and in choser (want)
of all things; and He shall put an ol barzel (yoke of iron) upon thy tzavvar (neck), until He
hathmade thee shmad.

49HASHEM shall bring a nation against thee from afar, from the ketzeh ha'aretz, as swift
as the nesher flieth; a nation whose lashon thou shalt not understand;

50A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not respect the zakenʼs person, nor show
favor to the na'ar;

† 28:36 2Kgs 25:7
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51 And he shall eat the pri of thy animals, and the pri of thy adamah, until thou be
shmad; which also shall not leave thee either dagan, tirosh, or yitzhar, or the increase of
thy livestock, or flocks of thy sheep, until it hath destroyed thee.

52 And it shall besiege thee in all thy she'arim, until thy high and fortified walls come
down, wherein thou trusted, throughout all thy land; and it shall besiege thee in all thy
she'arim throughout all thy land, which HASHEM Eloheicha hath given thee.

53And thou shalt eat the pri of thine ownwomb, the basar of thy banimand of thy banot,
whichHASHEMEloheichahathgiven thee, in thematzor (siege), and in thedesperate straits,
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee;

54 So that the ish that is sensitive among you, and very refined, his eye shall be hostile
toward his brother, and toward his eshet kheyk (wife of his bosom), and toward the
remnant of his banimwhich he shall leave;

55 So that he will not give to any of them of the basar of his banim whom he shall
eat; because he hath nothing left him in the matzor (siege), and in the desperate straits,
wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy she'arim.

56 The sensitive and refined woman among you, which would not adventure to set the
sole of her foot upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, she shall be hostile
toward her ish kheyk (husband of her bosom), and toward her ben, and toward her bat,

57 And toward her afterbirth that cometh out from between her feet, and toward her
banim which she shall bear; for she shall eat them for choser (want) of all things secretly
in the matzor (siege) and desperate straits, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in
thy she'arim.

58 If thou wilt not be shomer to do kol divrei hatorah hazot that are written in this sefer,
that thoumayest fear this glorious and fearful Shem, HASHEM ELOHEICHA,

59 Then HASHEM will make thy makkot (plagues) extraordinary, and the makkot of thy
zera, even makkot gedolot, and of long continuance, and cholayim ra'im (evil sicknesses),
and of long continuance.

60MoreoverHewill bringupon theeall thediseasesofMitzrayim,which thouwastafraid
of; and they shall have deveykus unto thee.

61Alsoeverycholi (sickness), andeverymakkah (plague),which isnotwritten in thesefer
of this torah, themwill HASHEM bring upon thee, until thou be shmad.

62And ye shall be left few in number, whereas yewere as the kokhavimof Shomayim for
multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of HASHEM Eloheicha.

63And it shall come to pass, that as HASHEM rejoiced over you to do you good, tomultiply
you, so HASHEM will rejoice over you to make you shmad, to bring you to nothing; and ye
shall be plucked from off the adamahwhither thou goest to possess it.

64 And HASHEM shall scatter thee among kol ha'ammim, from the one end of ha'aretz
even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve elohim acherim, which neither thou nor
Avoteicha have known, even etz va'even.

65And among theseGoyim shalt thoufindnomano'ach,‡neither shall the sole of thy foot
have rest; but HASHEM shall give thee there a lev rogez (anxious heart), and failing of eyes,
and da'avon nefesh (suffering of soul);

66 And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear lailah and yomam,
and shalt have none assurance of thy life;

67 In the boker thou shalt say, Would it were erev! And at erev thou shalt say, Would it
were boker! For the pachad of thine lev wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of
thine eyes which thou shalt see.

68And HASHEM shall bring thee into Mitzrayim again with oniyyot, by the way whereof
I spoke unto thee, Thou shalt see it no more again; and there ye shall be sold unto your
enemies for avadim and shefachot, and no ish shall buy you.

69These are the devarei HaBrit, which HASHEM commandedMoshe to cut with the Bnei
Yisroel in Eretz Moav, besides the Brit which He cut with them in Chorev.

29
1And Moshe called unto kol Yisroel, and said unto them, Ye have seen all that HASHEM

did before your eyes in Eretz Mitzrayim unto Pharaoh, and unto all his avadim, and unto
all his land;

2 The massot hagedolot (great trials) which thine eyes have seen, the otot, and those
mofetim hagedolim;

‡ 28:65 See Ruth
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3 V'lo natan HASHEM lakhem lev lada'at v'einayim lirot v'ozna'im lishmoa ad hayom
hazeh (Yet HASHEM hath not given you a lev for da'as, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, to
this day.)

4And I have led you arba'im shanim in the midbar; your clothes are not worn out upon
you, and thy sandal is not worn out upon thy foot.

5Ye have not eaten lechem, neither have ye drunk yayin or shechar; that ye might have
da'as that Ani HASHEM Eloheicha.

6Andwhenye cameunto this place, SichonMelechCheshbon, andOgMelechHaBashan,
came out against us untomilchamah, and we defeated them:

7And we took their land, and gave it for a nachalah unto the Reuveni, and to the Gadi,
and to the half tribe of Menasheh.

8Therefore be shomer over the divrei HaBrit hazot, and do them, lema'an (in order that)
yemay prosper in all that ye do.

[NITZAVIM]
9 Ye stand today all of you before HASHEM Eloheichem; your rashei shvatim (heads of

tribes), your zekenim, and your shoterim, with kol Ish Yisroel,
10Your little ones, your nashim, and the ger that is in thy machaneh, from the hewer of

thy wood unto the drawer of thymayim;
11 That thou shouldest enter into Brit with HASHEM Eloheicha, and into His alah (oath,

imprecation)which HASHEM Eloheicha cuts with thee today:
12 In order that Hemay establish thee today for a people unto Himself, and that Hemay

be unto thee Elohim, as He hath said unto thee, and as He hath sworn unto Avoteicha, to
Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Ya'akov.

13Neither with you only do I cut this Brit and this alah (oath, imprecation);
14Butwith him that standeth herewith us today before HASHEM Eloheinu, and alsowith

him that is not here with us today;
15 For ye know how we have dwelt in Eretz Mitzrayim; and how we came through the

Goyimwhich ye passed by;
16 And ye have seen their shikkutzim (abominations), and their gillulim (idols), etz

va'even, kesef and zahav, which were among them:
17 Lest there should be among you ish, or isha, or mishpochah, or shevet, whose lev

turneth away today fromHASHEMEloheinu to go and serve the elohei hagoyimhahem (the
g-ds of these Goyim); lest there should be among you a shoresh that beareth bitter poison
andwormwood;*

18And it come topass,whenheheareth thedivreihaalah (wordsof thisoath, imprecation)
that he bless himself in his lev, saying, Shalom be with me, though I walk in the
stubbornness of mine lev— thus bringing disaster on both the watered and the thirsty.

19HASHEMwill not spare him, but then thewrath ofHASHEMandHis kina (jealousy) shall
burn against that ish, and kol haalah (all the curses) that are written in this sefer shall fall
upon him, and HASHEM shall blot out shmo from under Shomayim.

20AndHASHEM shall him separate out for disaster from all the Shivtei Yisroel, according
to all the curses of HaBrit that are written in Sefer HaTorah Hazeh;

21 So that the dor ha'acharon (later generation) to come of your banim that shall rise up
after you, and the ger that shall come from an eretz rechokah (a far land), shall say, when
they see themakkot of that land, and the diseases which HASHEM hath laid upon it;

22 And that the whole land thereof is gofrit (sulfur), and melach (salt), and serefah
(burning), that it is not sown, norbeareth, noranyesevgroweth therein, like theoverthrow
of Sodom, and Amora, Admah, and Tzevoyim, which HASHEM overthrew in His anger, and
in His wrath:

23 Even Kol HaGoyim shall say, Why hath HASHEM done thus unto this land? What
meaneth the heat of this af hagadol (great anger)?

24Thenmenshall say, Because theyhave forsaken theBritHASHEMEloheiAvotam,which
He cut with themwhen He brought them forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim;

25 For they went and served elohim acherim, and worshiped them, elohim whom they
knew not, and whomHe had not allotted unto them;

26And the Af HASHEM was kindled against this land, to bring upon it kol hakelalah that
are written in this sefer;

27 And HASHEM uprooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great
indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is yom hazeh.

* 29:17MJ 12:15
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28The nistarot (secret things) belong unto HASHEM Eloheinu: but the niglot (those things
which are revealed) belong unto us and to baneinu ad olam, that we may do all the divrei
haTorah hazot.

30
1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the brocha and

the kelalah, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt cause them to return to thy heart
among kol HaGoyim, whither HASHEM Eloheicha hath driven thee,

2And shalt return unto HASHEM Eloheicha, and shalt obeyHis voice according to all that
I command thee today, thou and thy banim, bekhol levavcha uvekhol nafshecha;

3That then HASHEM Eloheichawill bring you back from the golus, and have compassion
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from kol ha'amim whither HASHEM Eloheicha
hath dispersed thee.

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of Shomayim, from thence will
HASHEM Eloheicha gather thee, and from thence will He bring thee back;

5 And HASHEM Eloheicha will bring thee into ha'aretz which Avoteicha possessed, and
thou shalt possess it; and Hewill do thee good, andmultiply thee above Avoteicha.

6AndHASHEMEloheichawill circumcise thine lev, and the lev of thy zera, to loveHASHEM
Eloheicha bekhol levavcha uvekhol nafshecha; that thoumayest live.*

7And HASHEM Eloheicha will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on them that
hate thee, which persecuted thee.

8 And thou shalt return and obey the voice of HASHEM, and do all His mitzvot which I
command thee today.

9And HASHEM Eloheicha will make thee abound in every work of thine hand, in the pri
of thy womb, and in the pri of thy animals, and in the pri of thy adamah, for tovah; for
HASHEMwill again rejoice over thee for tov, as He rejoiced over Avoteicha;

10 If thou shalt give heed unto the voice of HASHEM Eloheicha, to be shomer over His
mitzvot and His chukkot which are written in this sefer hatorah, for thou will turn unto
HASHEM Eloheicha bekhol levavcha uvekhol nafshecha.

11 For this mitzvah which I command thee today, it is not too hidden from thee, neither
is it too distant.

12 It is not in Shomayim, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to Shomayim,
and bring it unto us, that wemay hear it, and do it?

13Neither is it beyond the yam, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the yam for
us, and bring it unto us, that wemay hear it, and do it?

14But the Davar is very near unto thee, in thymouth, and in thy lev, that thoumayest do
it.

15 See, I have set before thee today HaChayyim and HaTov, andMavet and Rah;
16 In that I command thee today to love HASHEM Eloheicha, to walk in His ways, and to

be shomer overHismitzvot andHis chukkot andHismishpatim, that thoumayest live and
multiply; and HASHEM Eloheicha shall bless thee in ha'aretz whither thou goest to possess
it.

17 But if thine lev turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and
worship elohim acherim, and serve them;

18 I announce unto you today, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong
your yamim upon ha'adamah, whither thou passest over Yarden to go to possess it.

19 I call Shomayim and Ha'Aretz to record today as witnesses against you, that I have
set before you HaChayyim and HaMavet, HaBrocha and HaKelalah; therefore choose
Chayyim, that both thou and thy zeramay live;

20 That thou mayest love HASHEM Eloheicha, and that thou mayest obey His voice, and
that thoumayest have deveykus unto Him: for He is Chayyeicha†(your life), and the orech
yameicha (lengthof yourdays); that thoumayest dwell in ha'adamahwhichHASHEM swore
unto Avoteicha, to Avraham, to Yitzchak, and to Ya'akov, to give them.

31
[VAYELEKH]

1AndMoshe went and spoke these devarim unto kol Yisroel.
2 And he said unto them, I am me'ah v'esrim shanah today; I can no more go out and

come in; also HASHEM hath said untome, Thou shalt not go over this Yarden.

* 30:6 Yn 3:3 † 30:20 Pp 1:2; Ac 17:28
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3HASHEM Eloheicha, He will go over before thee, and He will make shmad these Goyim
from before thee, and thou shalt dispossess them; and Yehoshua (see Neh 8:17 for Aramaic
form, Yeshua), he shall go over before thee, as HASHEM hath said.

4And HASHEM shall do unto them as He did to Sichon and to Og, melachim of the Emori,
and unto the land of them, whomHemade shmad.

5And HASHEM shall give them up before your face, that ye may do unto them according
unto kol hamitzvot which I have commanded you.

6 Be strong and of good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of their faces; for HASHEM
Eloheicha, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor abandon thee.

7AndMoshe called unto Yehoshua, and said unto him in the sight of kol Yisroel, Chazak!
(be strong) and of a good courage; for thou must go with this people unto Ha'Aretz which
HASHEM hath sworn unto their avot to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.*

8AndHASHEM, He it is that doth go before thee; Hewill bewith thee, Hewill not fail thee,
neither abandon thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.

9And Moshe wrote this torah, and delivered it unto the kohanim, the Bnei Levi, which
bore the Aron Brit HASHEM and unto kol Ziknei Yisroel.

10AndMoshe commanded them, saying, At the endof every shevah shanim, in themo'ed
(appointed time) of the shnat hashemittah (year of release), in Chag HaSukkot,

11When kol Yisroel is come to appear before HASHEM Eloheicha in the place which He
shall choose, thou shalt read this torah before kol Yisroel in their hearing.

12 Gather the people together, anashim and nashim, and banim, and ger that is within
thy she'arim, in order that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear HASHEM
Eloheichem, and be shomer to do kol divrei hatorah hazot;

13 And that their banim, which have not known anything, may hear, and learn to fear
HASHEM Eloheichem, as long as ye live in ha'adamahwhither ye go over Yarden to possess
it.

14And HASHEM said unto Moshe, Behold, thy yamim approach that thou must die; call
Yehoshua, and present yourselves in the Ohel Mo'ed, that I may give him a charge. And
Moshe and Yehoshua went, and presented themselves in the Ohel Mo'ed.

15AndHASHEMappeared in theOhel in an ammudanan (pillar of cloud); and the ammud
anan stood over the petach (entrance) of the Ohel.

16AndHASHEMsaiduntoMoshe, Behold, thou shalt sleepwithAvoteicha; and this people
will rise up, andplay theharlot going after the elohei nekharha'aretz (g-ds of the foreigners
of the land), whither they go to be among them, and will forsake Me, and break My Brit
which I have cut them.

17 Then My anger shall be kindled against them in Yom Hahu, and I will forsake them,
and I will hide My face from them, and they shall be devoured, and ra'ot rabbot (many
evils) and tzarot (troubles) shall befall them; so that they will say in Yom Hahu, Are not
these evils come upon us, because Elohai is not among us?

18And Iwill surely hideMy face in YomHahu for kol hara'ahwhich they shall have done,
in that they are turned unto elohim acherim.

19Now therefore write ye this shirah for you, and teach it the Bnei Yisroel; put it in their
mouths, in order that this shirahmay be an ed (witness) for Me against the Bnei Yisroel.

20For when I shall have brought them into ha'adamahwhich I swore unto Avotav (their
fathers), zavat cholov u'devash (that floweth with milk and honey); and they shall have
eaten and filled themselves, and grown fat; then will they turn unto elohim acherim, and
serve them, and provokeMe, and breakMy Brit.

21 And it shall come to pass, when ra'ot rabbot and tzarot are befallen them, that this
shirah shall testify against them as an ed (witness); for it shall not be forgotten out of the
mouths of their zera; for I know their yetzer (inclination) inwhich they goabout, evennow,
before I have brought them into ha'aretz which I swore.

22Moshe therefore wrote this shirah on that day, and taught it the Bnei Yisroel.
23Andhe gave Yehoshua benNun a charge, and said, Chazak! And of a good courage; for

thou shalt bring the Bnei Yisroel into Ha'Aretz which I swore unto them; and I will be with
thee.†

24And it came topass,whenMoshehadmadeanendofwriting thedivreiHaTorahhazot
in a sefer, until they were finished,

25That Moshe commanded the Levi'im, which bore the Aron Brit HASHEM, saying,
26Take this sefer haTorah, andput it at the side of theAronBritHASHEMEloheichem, that

it may be there for an ed (witness) against thee.

* 31:7 See Isa 49:8; Yn 14:1-3. † 31:23 Isa 49:8
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27 For I know thy meri (rebellion), and thy oref hakasheh (stiff neck); behold, while I am
yetalivewithyou today, yehavebeenmamrim (rebellious)againstHASHEM; andhowmuch
more after my death!

28Gather unto me kol ziknei shvatim of you, and your shoterim, that I may speak these
devarim in their hearing, and call Shomayim and Ha'Aretz to record as witnesses against
them.

29 For I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside
fromHaDerech which I have commanded you; and hara'ah will befall you in the acharim
hayamim; because ye will do rah (evil) in the sight of HASHEM, to provoke Him to anger
through the work of your hands.

30And Moshe spoke in the ears of kol Kahal Yisroel the divrei hashirah hazot (words of
this song), until they were ended.

32
[HAAZINU]

1Give ear, O Shomayim, and I will speak;
and hear, O Ha'Aretz, the words of mymouth.
2My teaching shall drop as thematar,
my speech shall distil as the tal,
as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as the showers upon the esev;
3Because I will publish the Shem of HASHEM;
ascribe ye greatness unto Eloheinu.
4He is the Tzur, His po'al is tamim;
for all His ways are mishpat;
El Emunah andwithout avel (iniquity),
tzaddik and yashar is He.
5They have corrupted themselves, their mum is not His;
the defect is in His banim;
a dor ikesh u'petaltol (a perverse and crooked generation).
6Do ye thus repay HASHEM,
O foolish people without chacham?
Is not He Avicha that hath bought thee?
Hath He not made thee, and established thee?
7Remember the yemot olam,
consider shenot dor v'dor: ask Avicha,
and he will show thee; thy zekenim,
and they will tell thee.
8When HaElyon divided to the Goyim their nachalah,
when He separated the Bnei Adam,
He set the gevulot (borders) of the people
according to the number of the Bnei Yisroel.
9For HASHEMʼs chelek is His people;
Ya'akov is the chevel (allotment) of His nachalah.
10He found him in an eretz midbar,
and in a barren and howling wilderness;
He encircled him, He granted him discernment,
He preserved him as the pupil of His eye.
11As a nesher stirreth up her ken (nest),
fluttereth over her young,
spreadeth her wings, taketh them up,
beareth them on her wings,
12 So HASHEM alone did lead him,
and there was no el nekhar (strange g-d)with him.
13Hemade him ride on the high places of Eretz,
that hemight eat the tenuvot sadeh (increase of the fields);
and Hemade to suckle him devash out of the rock,
and shemen out of the flinty rock;
14Butter of cattle, and cholov tzon,
with fat of lambs,
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and rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats,
with chittah (wheat) as fat as kidneys;
and thou didst drink the pure dahm of the grape.
15But Yeshurun grew fat, and kicked;
thou art grown fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness;
then he forsook G-d whichmade him,
and lightly esteemed the Tzur of his Yeshu'ah (Salvation).
16They provoked Him to jealousy with zarim (foreign g-ds),
with to'evot (abominations) provoked they Him to anger.
17They sacrificed unto shedim (demons), not to G-d;
to elohimwhom they knew not,
to chadashim (new g-ds), new arrivals,
whomAvoteichem feared not.
18Of the Tzur that fathered thee thou art unmindful,
and hast forgotten El that formed thee.
19Andwhen HASHEM saw it, He spurned them,
because of the provoking of His banim, and of His banot.
20And He said,
I will hide My face from them,
I will see what their end shall be; for they are a very perverse generation,
banim in whom is no faithfulness.
21They havemovedMe to jealousy
with that which is lo El (not G-d),
they have provokedMe to anger with their vanities;
and I will move them to jealousy with those which are lo Am (a non-people);
I will provoke them to anger with a goy naval (foolish, senseless nation).*
22For an eish is kindled inMine anger,
and shall burn unto the lowest Sheol,
and shall devour Eretz and her increase,
and set on fire the foundations of harim.
23 I will heap disasters upon them;
I will spendMine khitzim (arrows) upon them.
24They shall be burned with hunger, and devoured with burning heat,
and with bitter destruction;
I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them,
with the venom of serpents of the aphar (dust).
25The cherev without,
and terror within,
shall destroy both the bochur and the betulah,
the suckling also with theman of gray hairs.
26 I said, I will dash them in pieces,
I wouldmake the remembrance of them to cease from amongmen;
27Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy,
lest their adversaries shouldmisinterpret,
and lest they should say, Our hand is triumphant,
and HASHEM hath not done all this.
28For they are a goy (nation) void of sense,
neither is there any seichel in them.
29O that they were wise, that they had seichel,
that they would consider their acharit (latter end, future)!
30How should echad chase an elef (thousand),
and shnayim (two) put ten thousand to flight,
except their tzur had sold them,
and HASHEM had shut them up?
31For their tzur is not like Tzureinu,
even our enemies themselves being conceders.
32For their gefen is of the gefen of Sodom,

* 32:21 Ro 10:19
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and of the fields of Amora (Gomorrah);
their grapes are grapes of poison,
their clusters are bitter;
33Their yayin is the venom of serpents,
and the deadly poison of asps.
34 Is not this laid up in store withMe,
and sealed up amongMy otzrot (treasures)?
35ToMe belongeth nakam (vengeance) and recompence;
their foot shall slip in due time;
for the Yom of their calamity is at hand,
and the things that shall come upon themmake haste.
36For HASHEM shall judge His people,
and relent for His avadim,
when He seeth that their power is gone,
and there is none left, slave or free.
37And He shall say, Where are their elohim,
their tzur in whom they trusted,
38Which did eat the fat of their zevakhim (sacrifices),
and drank the yayin of their nesakhim (drink offerings)?
Let them rise up and help you,
and be your shelter.
39 See now that I, even I, amHe,
and there is no elohim besides Me:
I kill, and I make alive;
I wound, and I heal;
neither is there any that can deliver out of My hand.
40For I lift upMy hand to Shomayim,
and say, Chai Anochi l'Olam (as I live).
41 If I sharpenMy glittering cherev,
andMine hand take hold onmishpat;
I will render nakam (vengeance) to Mine enemies,
and will reward them that hate Me.
42 I will makeMine khitzim (arrows) drunk with dahm,
andMy cherev shall devour basar;
and that with the dahm of the slain and of the captives,
from the head of leaders of the foe.
43Rejoice, O ye Goyim, with His people:
for He will avenge the dahm of His avadim,
and will render nakam (vengeance) to His adversaries,
and will make kapporah for the land of His people.

44And Moshe came and spoke kol divre hashirah in the hearing of the people, he, and
Hoshea ben Nun.

45AndMoshemade an end of speaking all these devarim to kol Yisroel;
46And he said unto them, Set your hearts unto all the devarimwhich I testify among you

today, which ye shall command your banim to be shomer to do, kol divrei hatorah hazot.
47For it is not an idle thing for you; because it is Chayyeichem (your life); and through this

thing ye shall prolong your yamim in ha'adamah, whither ye go over Yarden to possess it.
48And HASHEM spoke untoMoshe that very same day, saying,
49Get thee up into this mountain range Avarim, unto Mt Nevo, which is in Eretz Moav,

that is opposite Yericho; and view Eretz Kena'an, which I give unto the Bnei Yisroel for a
possession;

50And in the mount whither thou goest up ye will die, and be gathered unto thy people;
as Aharon thy brother died inMt Hor, and was gathered unto his people;

51 Because you trespassed against Me among the Bnei Yisroel at the waters of Merivat-
Kadesh, in the midbar of Tzin; because lo kiddashtem (not ye upheld as holy) Me in the
midst of the Bnei Yisroel.

52Therefore from a distance thou shalt see ha'aretz; but thou shalt not enter thither into
ha'aretz which I give the Bnei Yisroel.

33
[V'ZOTHABERACHAH]
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1 And this is the brocha, wherewith Moshe the Ish HaElohim blessed the Bnei Yisroel
before moto (his death).
2And he said,
HASHEM came from Sinai,
and rose up from Se'ir unto them;
He shined forth fromMt Paran,
and He camewith ten thousands of kodesh;
fromHis right handwent a fiery law for them.
3Yea, He loved the amim;
kol kedoshav (all His holy ones) are in Thy hand:
and they sat down at Thy feet;
every one shall receive of Thy devarot.
4Moshe charged us with a torah,
even themorashah kehillat Ya'akov (heritage of the Congregation of Ya'akov).
5And HewasMelech in Yeshurun,
when the Rashei Am and the Shivtei Yisroel
were gathered together.
6Let Reuven live, and not die;
and let not his men be few.
7And this to Yehudah: and he said,
Shema, HASHEM, the voice of Yehudah,
and bring him unto his people;
let his hands contend for him;
and be Thou an ezer (help) to him from his enemies.
8And of Levi he said,
Let Thy Tummim and Thy Urim be with Thy chasid,
whom Thou didst prove at Massah,
and with whom Thou didst strive at the waters of Merivah;
9Who said unto his av and to his em,
I have not seen him;
neither did he acknowledge his brethren,
nor knew his own banim;
for they* have been shomer over Thy word,
and Thy Brit they have preserved.
10They shall teach Ya'akov Thymishpatim,
and Yisroel Thy torah;
they shall put ketorah before Thee,
and kalil (whole burnt offerings) upon Thinemizbe'ach.
11Bless, O HASHEM, his resources,
and accept the work of his hands;
strike through the loins of them that rise against him,
and of them that hate him, that they rise not again.
12And of Binyamin he said,
Yedid HASHEM shall dwell
in safety by Him;
and HASHEM shall hover over him all day long,
and he (Yedid HASHEM), shall rest between His shoulders.
13And of Yosef he said,
Mevorekhet HASHEM (Blessed of HASHEM) be his land,
for the precious things of Shomayim, for the tal,
and for the tehom (deepwaters) that coucheth below,
14With the choice fruits brought forth by the shemesh,
and choice crops put forth by the yarei'ach,
15Andwith the choicest of the harrei kedem (eternal mountains),
and for the precious things of the everlasting hills,
16And for the precious things of ha'aretz and fulness thereof,

* 33:9 Levi'im
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and for the good will of Himwhose [shekhinah] dwelling is in the [burning] bush;
let the blessing come upon the head of Yosef,
and upon the top of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.
17His glory is like the bechor of his shor,
and his horns are like the horns of a wild ox;
with them he shall push the people
together to the ends of ha'aretz;
and they are the ten thousands of Ephrayim,
and they are the thousands of Menasheh.
18And of Zevulun he said,
Rejoice, Zevulun, in thy going out;
and, Yissakhar, in thy oholim.
19They shall call the people unto themountain;
there they shall offer zivkhei tzedek;
for they shall draw out of the abundance of the seas,
and of treasures hid in the sand.
20And of Gad he said,
Baruch be he that enlargeth Gad;
he dwelleth as a lion,
and teareth the zero'a as well as the crown of the head.
21And he provided the reshit for himself,
when the chelkat mechokek (lawgiverʼs chelek)was assigned.
When the Rashei Am came,
he executed the Tzidkat HASHEM,
and His mishpatimwith Yisroel.
22And of Dan he said,
Dan is a gur aryeh (lionʼs whelp);
he shall leap from Bashan.
23And of Naphtali he said,
O Naphtali, satisfied with ratzon,
and full with the Birkat HASHEM;
possess thou the west and the south.
24And of Asher he said,
Baruch be Asher with banim;
let him be acceptable to his brethren,
and let him tovel (dip, immerse)† his foot in shemen.
25Thy bars shall be barzel (iron) and nechoshet (bronze);
and as thy yamim, so shall thy strength be.
26There is none like unto El Yeshurun,
who rideth upon Shomayim to be thy ezer (help),
and on the sky in His majesty.
27Elohei Kedem is thyme'onah (dwelling place),
and underneath are the Zero'ot Olam (Everlasting Arms):
and He shall thrust out the enemy from before thee;
and shall say, Make them shmad.
28Yisroel then shall dwell in safety alone;
the fountain of Ya'akov shall be upon
an eretz dagan (land of grain) and tirosh (newwine);
also His heavens shall drop down tal.
29Happy art thou, O Yisroel; who is like unto thee,
O people saved by HASHEM,
themogen of thy ezer
and the cherev of thymajesty!
Thine enemies shall come fawning unto thee;
and thou shalt trample down their high places.
† 33:24 as in tevilah
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34
1AndMoshe went up from the plains of Moav unto Mt Nevo to the top of Pisgah, that is,

over against Yericho. And HASHEM showed him all Eretz Gil'ad, unto Dan,
2And all Naphtali, and Eretz Ephrayim, andMenasheh, and all Eretz Yehudah, unto the

Western* Sea,
3 And the Negev, and the plain of the valley of Yericho, the Ir Hatemarim (City of Date

Palms), unto Tzoar.
4 And HASHEM said unto him, This is HaAretz which I swore unto Avraham, unto

Yitzchak, and unto Ya'akov, saying, I will give it unto thy zera; I have caused thee to see
it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.

5 SoMoshe Eved HASHEM died there in Eretz Moav, as HASHEM had said.
6 And He buried him in a valley in Eretz Moav, over against Beit-Pe'or; but no man

knoweth of his kever unto this yom.†
7And Moshe was me'ah v'esrim shanah when he died; his eyesight was not weakened,

nor his natural force reduced.
8 And the Bnei Yisroel wept for Moshe in the plains of Moav shloshim yom; then the

yamim of weeping andmourning for Moshe were ended.
9And Yehoshua ben Nun was full of the ruach chochmah; for Moshe had laid his hands

upon him; and the Bnei Yisroel were heedful unto him, and did as HASHEM commanded
Moshe.

10 And there arose not a navi since in Yisroel like unto Moshe, whom HASHEM knew
panim el panim (face to face),

11 In all the otot and the mofetim, which HASHEM sent him to do in Eretz Mitzrayim to
Pharaoh, and to all his avadim, and to all his land,

12 And in all that yad hachazakah, and in all the morah hagadol (great terror) which
Moshe did in the sight of kol Yisroel.

* 34:2Mediterranean † 34:6 See Isa 53:9 onMoshiachʼs kever.
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Yehoshua
1 Now after the mot Moshe Eved HASHEM it came to pass, that HASHEM spoke unto

Yehoshua ben Nun, mesharet Moshe, saying,
2Moshe Avdi is dead; now therefore arise, cross over this Yarden, thou, and kol HaAm

Hazeh, unto HaAretz which I do give to them, even to the Bnei Yisroel.
3Every place that the sole of your regel shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, just

as I said unto Moshe.
4From themidbar and this Levanon even unto the Nahar Hagadol, the river Euphrates,

all the land of the Chittim, and unto the Yam HaGadol toward the going down of the
shemesh, shall be your territory.

5There shall not any ish be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life; as I waswith
Moshe, so I will be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6 Chazak! (be strong!) And be of good courage: for unto HaAm Hazeh shalt thou divide
for a nachalah HaAretz, which I swore unto their avot to give them.

7 Only chazak (be strong) and very courageous, that thou mayest be shomer to do
according to kol HaTorah, which Moshe Avdi commanded thee; turn not from it to the
yamin or to the semol, in order that thoumayest succeed everywhere thou goest.

8 This Sefer HaTorah shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate on it
yomamvalailahso that thoumayestbe shomer todoaccording toall that iswritten therein;
for then thou shalt make thy derech prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9Have not I commanded thee? Chazak! And be of good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed; for HASHEM Eloheicha is with thee everywhere thou goest.

10Then Yehoshua commanded the Shotrei HaAm, saying,
11 Pass through the machaneh, and command HaAm, saying, Prepare you supplies; for

within shloshet yamim ye shall pass over this Yarden, to go in to possess HaAretz, which
HASHEM Eloheichem giveth you to possess it.

12And to theReuveni, and to theGadi, and to thehalf tribeofMenasheh, spokeYehoshua,
saying,

13 Remember the devar which Moshe Eved HASHEM commanded you, saying, HASHEM
Eloheichem hath given youmenuchah, and hath given you HaAretz Hazot.

14Yournashim, your littleones, andyour livestock, shall remain in the landwhichMoshe
gave you beyond the Yarden; but ye shall cross over ahead of your achim armed, all the
gibborei hachayil, and help them;

15Until HASHEM has given your achim menuchah, as He hath given you, and they also
havepossessedHaAretzwhichHASHEMEloheichemgiveth them; then ye shall returnunto
the land of your possession, and occupy it, which Moshe Eved HASHEM gave you beyond
Yarden toward the rising of the shemesh.

16 And they answered Yehoshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and
everywhere thou sendest us, we will go.

17 According as we paid heed unto Moshe in all things, so will we pay heed unto thee;
only HASHEM Eloheicha be with thee, just as He was withMoshe.

18Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not pay heed
unto thy devarim in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death; rak chazak
(only be strong) and be of good courage.

2
1AndYehoshua benNun sent out of Sheetim shnayimanashim (twomen) to spy secretly,

saying, Go view HaAretz, even Yericho. And they went, and entered into bais isha zonah,
and her namewas Rachav, and they lodged there.

2And it was told Melech Yericho, saying, Hinei, anashim have come here halailah of the
Bnei Yisroel to spy out HaAretz.

3 And the Melech Yericho sent unto Rachav, saying, Bring forth the anashim that are
come to thee, who entered into thine bais; for they have come to spy out kol HaAretz.

4And the isha took the two anashim, and hid them, and said thus, There came anashim
untome, but I knew not where they had come from;

5And it came to pass about the time of the shutting of the sha'ar, when it was choshech,
that theanashimwentout;where theanashimwent I knownot; pursueafter themquickly;
for yemay overtake them.



YEHOSHUA 2:6 229 YEHOSHUA 3:5

6 But she had brought them up to the gag (roof), and hid them with the pishtei haetz
(stalks of flax), which she had laid out upon the gag.

7 So the anashim pursued after them the derech (road) to Yarden unto the fords; and as
soon as they which pursued after themwere gone out, they closed the sha'ar.

8And before they* lay down, she went up unto them upon the gag;
9And she said unto the anashim, I know that HASHEM hath given you HaAretz, and that

your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of HaAretz faint because of you.
10 For we have heard how HASHEM dried up the waters of the Yam Suf from before you,

when ye came out ofMitzrayim; andwhat ye did unto the twomelachimof the Emori, that
were beyond the Yarden, Sichon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.†

11 And as soon as we had heard these things, levaveinu (our hearts) did melt, neither
did there remain any more ruach in any ish, because of you; for HASHEM Eloheichem hu
Elohim baShomayim above, and on HaAretz beneath.

12 Therefore, now, swear unto me by HASHEM, since I have showed you chesed, that ye
will also show chesed unto Bais Avi, and give me an ot emes (sign of truth);

13And that ye will save alive avi, and immi, and my ach and my achot, and all that they
have, and deliver nafshoteinu (our lives, souls) frommavet (death).

14And the anashim answered her, Nafsheinu (our soul) shall die for you, if ye utter not
what we are doing. And it shall be, whenHASHEM hath given us HaAretz, that wewill deal
chesed v'emes with thee.

15Then she let them down by a chevel (cord, rope) through the chalon (window); for her
bais was in the city wall, and she dwelt in the chomah (wall).

16And she said unto them, Get you to the hill country, lest the rodefim (pursuers)meet
you; and hide yourselves there shloshet yamim, until the rodefim return; and afterward
may ye go your way.

17And the anashim said unto her, We will be nekiyyim (free ones) of this thine shevu'ah
(oath)which thou hast made us swear,

18Unlesswhenwecome intoHaAretz, thou shalt tie this ropeof scarlet cord in the chalon
by which thou didst let us down; and thou shalt bring thy av, and thy em, and thy achim,
and all thy bais avi, with thee inside the bais.

19And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the delatot of thy bais into the chutzah
(street, outside), his dahm shall be upon his rosh, and we will be nekiyyim (free ones); and
whosoever shall be with thee in the bais, his dahm shall be on rosheinu (our head), if any
yad be laid upon him.

20 And if thou utter what we are doing, then we will be nekiyyim (free ones) of thine
shevu'ah (oath)which thou hast made us to swear.

21And she said, Accordingunto your devarim, so be it. And she sent themaway, and they
departed; and she tied the scarlet cord in the chalon.

22And theywent, and came unto the hill country, and abode there shloshet yamim, until
the rodefim returned; and the rodefim sought them all along the derech, but found them
not.

23 So the two anashim returned, and descended from the hill country, and passed over,
and came to Yehoshua ben Nun, and told him all things that befell them;

24And they said unto Yehoshua, Truly HASHEM hath delivered into yadeinu kol HaAretz;
for even all the inhabitants of HaAretz do faint because of us.

3
1And Yehoshua rose early in the boker; and they set out from Sheetim, and came to the

Yarden, he and Kol Bnei Yisroel, and camped there before they crossed over.
2 And it came to pass after shloshet yamim, that the Shoterim went through the

Machaneh;
3And they commanded HaAm, saying, When ye see the Aron Brit HASHEM Eloheichem,

and the Kohanim who are Levi'im bearing it, then ye shall move out from your makom,
and follow after it.

4 Yet there shall be a rachok (distance, space) between you and it, about two thousand
cubits by measure; come not near unto it, that ye have da'as of the Derech by which ye
must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

5And Yehoshua said unto HaAm, Set yourselves apart as kodesh; for tomorrowHASHEM
will do nifla'ot among you.

* 2:8 the two spies † 2:10 put under cherem ban
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6AndYehoshua spokeunto theKohanim, saying, Takeup theAronHaBrit, andcross over
before HaAm. And they took up the Aron HaBrit, and went before HaAm.

7And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of
kol Yisroel, that theymay know that, as I was withMoshe, so I will be with thee.

8And thou shalt command the Kohanim that bear the Aron HaBrit, saying, When ye are
come to the brink of the water of the Yarden, ye shall stand still in the Yarden.

9 And Yehoshua said unto the Bnei Yisroel, Come here, and hear the Divrei HASHEM
Eloheichem.

10And Yehoshua said, Hereby ye shall have da'as that the El Chai is among you, and that
He will without fail drive out from before you the Kena'ani, and the Chitti, and the Chivi,
and the Perizzi, and the Girgashi, and HaEmori, and the Yevusi.

11Hinei, the Aron HaBrit Adon Kol HaAretz passeth over before you into the Yarden.
12Now therefore take you Shnei Asar Ish out of the Shivtei Yisroel, out of every tribe an

ish.
13And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the Kohanim bearing the

Aron HASHEM, Adon Kol HaAretz, shall rest in the waters of the Yarden, that the waters
of the Yarden shall be cut off from the waters that flow down from above; and they shall
stand in a heap.

14So it came to pass, whenHaAmmoved out from their ohalim, to cross over the Yarden,
and the Kohanim bearing the Aron HaBrit ahead of HaAm;

15And as they bearing the Aronwere comeunto the Yarden, and the feet of the Kohanim
bearing the Aron touched the edge of themayim, (for the Yarden overfloweth all its banks
all the days of katzir [harvest]),

16That the waters which flowed down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far
away at a town calledAdam in the vicinity of Tzartan; and thatwhichfloweddown toward
Yam HaAravah, the Yam HaMelach was completely cut off; and HaAm crossed over right
by Yericho.

17 And the Kohanim bearing the Aron Brit HASHEM stood firm on dry ground in the
middle of the Yarden, and Kol Yisroel passed over on dry ground, until Kol HaGoy were
passed completely over the Yarden.

4
1 And it came to pass, when Kol HaGoy had completely passed over the Yarden, that

HASHEM spoke unto Yehoshua, saying,
2Take you Shneym Asar Anashim out of HaAm, out of every Shevet an ish,
3 And command ye them, saying, Take you from here out of the middle of the Yarden,

out of the place where the feet of the Kohanim stood firm, twelve avanim (stones), and ye
shall carry themoverwith you, and leave them in themalon (lodgingplace), where ye shall
lodge halailah (tonight).

4Then Yehoshua called the ShneymAsar Ish, whomhe had prepared of the Bnei Yisroel,
out of every tribe an Ish;

5And Yehoshua said unto them, Pass over before the Aron HASHEM Eloheichem into the
middle of the Yarden, and take you up every ish of you an even (stone) upon his shoulder,
according unto the number of the Shivtei Bnei Yisroel;

6That this may be an ot among you, that when your banim ask in time to come, saying,
What mean ye by these avanim?

7Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of the Yardenwere cut off from before the
Aron Brit HASHEM; when it passed over the Yarden, the waters of the Yarden were cut off;
and these avanim shall be for a zikaron (memorial)unto the Bnei Yisroel ad olam (forever).

8 And the Bnei Yisroel did so just as Yehoshua commanded, and took up Shtei Esreh
Avanimout of themiddle of the Yarden, just asHASHEM spoke unto Yehoshua, according to
the number of the Shivtei Bnei Yisroel, and carried them over with them unto the malon
where they lodged, and laid them down there.

9 And Yehoshua set up Shteym Esreh Avanim in the middle of the Yarden, in the place
where the feet of the Kohanim bearing the AronHaBrit stood; and they are there unto this
day.

10For the Kohanim bearing the Aron stood in themiddle of the Yarden, until everything
wasfinished thatHASHEMcommandedYehoshua to speakuntoHaAm, according to all that
Moshe commanded Yehoshua; and HaAm hurried and crossed over.

11 And it came to pass, when Kol HaAm had completely crossed over, that the Aron
HASHEM crossed over, and the Kohanim, ahead of HaAm.
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12And the Bnei Reuven, and the Bnei Gad, and the half-tribe of Menasheh, crossed over
armed ahead of the Bnei Yisroel, just as Moshe directed them;

13About forty thousand, battle-ready, crossed over beforeHASHEM formilchamah, to the
plains of Yericho.

14On YomHahuHASHEMmagnified Yehoshua in the eyes of Kol Yisroel; and they feared
him, just as they fearedMoshe, all the days of his life.

15And HASHEM spoke unto Yehoshua, saying,
16 Command the Kohanim bearing the Aron HaEdut, so that they come up out of the

Yarden.
17Yehoshua therefore commanded the Kohanim, saying, Come ye up out of the Yarden.
18And it came to pass, when the Kohanim bearing the Aron Brit HASHEM were come up

out of the middle of the Yarden, and the soles of the feet of the Kohanim were set on dry
land, that thewaters of the Yarden returned unto their place, and overflowed all its banks,
as they did before.

19And HaAm came up out of the Yarden on the tenth day of the chodesh harishon, and
camped at Gilgal, by the eastern border of Yericho.

20And those twelve avanim,which they took out of the Yarden, did Yehoshua set in a pile
at Gilgal.

21And he spoke unto the Bnei Yisroel, saying, When your banim shall ask their avot in
time to come, saying, What mean these avanim?

22 Then ye shall let your banim know, saying, Yisroel crossed over this Yarden on
yabashah (dry land).*

23 For HASHEM Eloheichem dried up the waters of the Yarden from before you, until ye
were passed over, just as HASHEM Eloheichem did to Yam Suf, which He dried up from
before us, until we were crossed over;

24 So that Kol Ammei HaAretz (all the peoples of the earth)might know the Yad HASHEM,
that it is chazakah; so that ye might fear HASHEM Eloheichem kol hayamim (all the days,
forever).

5
1 And it came to pass, when all the melachim of the HaEmori, which were beyond the

Yarden westward, and all the melachim of the Kena'ani, which were by the Yam, heard
thatHASHEMhad dried up thewaters of the Yarden frombefore the Bnei Yisroel, until they
had passed over, their levav sank, neither was there ruach in them any more, because of
the Bnei Yisroel.

2 At that time HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Make thee knives of flint, and do a second
time the Bris Milah to the Bnei Yisroel.

3 And Yehoshua made him flint knives, and did Bris Milah to the Bnei Yisroel at Givat
HaAralot.

4 And this is the reason why Yehoshua did the Bris Milah: Kol HaAm that came out of
Mitzrayim, thatwere zekharim (males), evenKolAnsheiHaMilchamah, died in themidbar
baderech, after they came out of Mitzrayim.

5NowKol HaAm that came outwereMulim (circumcised); but Kol HaAm thatwere born
in the midbar baderech when they came forth out of Mitzrayim, them they had not given
Bris Milah.

6 For the Bnei Yisroel walked arba'im shanah in the midbar, until Kol HaGoy that
were Anshei HaMilchamah, which came out of Mitzrayim, were consumed, because they
obeyed not the Kol HASHEM(voice of HASHEM); unto whom HASHEM swore that He would
not show themHaAretz, whichHASHEM swore unto their Avot that Hewould give us, Eretz
zavat cholov u'devash.

7And their banim,whomHe raisedup in their place, themYehoshua gaveBrisMilah; for
theywere arelim (uncircumcised), because they had not given themBrisMilah baderech.*

8And it came topass,when theyhaddonegivingBrisMilah toKolHaGoy, that theyabode
in their places in themachaneh, until they were chayyah (healed, whole, restored alive).

9And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, This day galloti (have I rolled away) the reproach of
Mitzrayim from off you. Therefore the shem of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.

10And the Bnei Yisroel encamped at Gilgal, and observed the Pesach on the fourteenth
day of themonth at erev in the plains of Yericho.

11And they did eat of the produce of HaAretz on the day after the Pesach, on that very
day, matzot, and roasted grain.

* 4:22 Gn 1:9 * 5:7 See Ep 2:11.
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12 And the manna ceased on the following day after they had eaten of the produce of
HaAretz; neither had the Bnei Yisroel manna anymore; but they did eat of the increase of
Eretz Kena'an that year.

13 And it came to pass, when Yehoshua was there by Yericho, that he lifted up his eyes
and looked, and, hinei, there stood an ish in front of himwith his cherev drawn in his yad;
and Yehoshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

14And he said, Lo (no); but as Sar Tze'va HASHEM am I now come. And Yehoshua fell on
his face to the ground, anddid prostrate himself, and said untohim,What saithAdoni unto
his eved?

15And the Sar Tze'va HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Take off thy sandals from off thy feet;
for themakomwhereon thou standest is kodesh. And Yehoshua did so.

6
1Now Yericho was closely shut up because of the Bnei Yisroel; none went out, and none

came in.
2 And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, See, I have given into thine yad Yericho, and the

melech thereof, and the gibborei hechayil.
3 And ye shall march around the Ir, all ye anshei hamilchamah, and go around the Ir

once. Thus shalt thou do sheshet yamim.
4 And shivah Kohanim shall bear before the Aron shivah shoferot hayovelim; and the

YomHaShevi'i ye shall march around the Ir sheva times, and the Kohanim shall sound the
shoferot.

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the keren hayovel,
when ye hear the sound of the shofar, Kol HaAm shall shout with a teruah gedolah; and
the Chomat HaIr shall fall down, and HaAm shall go up every ish charging straight in.

6 And Yehoshua ben Nun called the Kohanim, and said unto them, Take up the Aron
HaBrit, and let shivah Kohanim bear shivah shoferot yovelim (seven ram-shofars) before
the Aron HASHEM.

7And he ordered HaAm, Pass on, andmarch on the Ir, and let him that is armed pass on
ahead of the Aron HASHEM.

8And it came to pass, when Yehoshua had spoken unto HaAm, that the shivah Kohanim
bearing the shivah shoferot hayovelim passed on before HASHEM, and sounded the
shoferot; and the Aron Brit HASHEM followed after them.

9And the armed men marched ahead of the Kohanim that blew with the shoferot, and
the rear guard came after the Aron, with the shoferot of the Kohanim going on sounding.

10Yehoshua had commandedHaAm, saying, Ye shall not shout, normake any noisewith
your voice, neither shall any davar proceed out of your mouth, until the Yom I tell you to
shout; then shall ye shout.

11 So the Aron HASHEM circled the Ir, going about it once; and they returned to the
machaneh, and spent the night in themachaneh.

12And Yehoshua rose early in the boker, and the Kohanim took up the Aron HASHEM.
13 And shivah kohanim bearing shivah shoferot hayovelim before the Aron HASHEM

went on continually, and sounded the shoferot; and the armed men went before them;
with the rearguard after the Aron HASHEM, the Kohanim going on, and sounding the
shoferot.

14And the YomHaSheni they circled the Ir once, and returned to themachaneh; so they
did sheshet yamim.

15And it came to pass on the YomHaShevi'i, that they got up early about shachar, circled
the Ir after the same manner sheva times; only on that Yom they marched around the Ir
sheva pe'amim.

16And it came topass on the Shevi'it, when theKohanimsounded the shoferot, Yehoshua
said unto HaAm, Shout; for HASHEM hath given you the Ir.

17And the Ir shall be cherem, even it, and all that are therein, to HASHEM; only Rachav
the zonah shall live, she and all that arewith her in the bais, because she hid themalachim
that we sent.

18 And ye, be shomer to keep yourselves from the cherem, lest ye make yourselves
cherem,when ye take of the cherem, andmake theMachanehYisroel cherem, and trouble
it.

19But all the kesef, zahav, and vessels of nechoshet and barzel, are kodesh untoHASHEM;
they shall come into the Otzar HASHEM.

20SoHaAm shoutedwhen the Kohanim sounded the shoferot; and it came to pass, when
HaAm heard the kol (sound) of the shofar, and HaAm shouted with a teruah gedolah, that
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the chomah fell down, so that HaAmwent up into the Ir, every ish straight before him, and
they took the Ir.

21And they utterly destroyed* all that was in the Ir, both ish and isha, na'ar and zaken,
and shor, and seh, and chamor, with the edge of the cherev.

22But Yehoshua had said unto the two anashim that had spied out HaAretz, Go into the
bais haisha hazonah, and bring out from there the isha, and all that she hath, just as ye
swore unto her.

23And hane'arim (the youngmen) that were spies went in, and brought out Rachav, and
her av, and her em, and her achim, and all that she had; and they brought out all her
mishpechot, and put them outside theMachaneh Yisroel.

24 And they burned the Ir with eish, and all that was therein; only the kesef, and the
zahav, and the vessels of nechoshet and of barzel (iron), they put into the Otzar Bais
HASHEM.

25AndYehoshua savedRachav thezonahalive, andherBaisAvi, andall that shehad; and
she dwelleth in Yisroel even unto this day; because she hid themalachim,which Yehoshua
sent to spy out Yericho.

26And Yehoshua made them take this shevu'ah, saying, Arur (cursed) be the ish before
HASHEM, that riseth up and rebuildeth this Ir Yericho; he shall lay the foundation thereof
withhis bechor, andwithhis tza'ir (youngest son) shall he set up thedelatot (gates) thereof.†

27 So HASHEMwas with Yehoshua; and his famewas noised throughout kol HaAretz.

7
1 But the Bnei Yisroel broke* faith in regard to the Cherem; for Achan ben Carmi ben

Zavdi ben Zerach of the tribe of Yehudah, took of the Cherem (that which was devoted to
destruction); and the Af HASHEMwas kindled against the Bnei Yisroel.

2And Yehoshua sent anashim from Yericho to Ai, which is near Beit-Aven, on the east of
Beit-El, speaking unto them, saying, Go up and spy out HaAretz. And the anashimwent up
and spied out Ai.

3 And they returned to Yehoshua, and said unto him, Let not Kol HaAm go up; but let
about two or three thousand Ish go up and attack Ai; and weary not kol HaAm there; for
they are but few.

4 So there went up there of HaAm about three thousand Ish; and they fled before the
anashim of Ai.

5 And the anashim of Ai struck down of them about thirty and six ish; for they chased
them from before the sha'ar even unto Shevarim, and struck them down on the descent;
therefore the levav HaAmmelted, and became like mayim.

6 And Yehoshua tore his clothes, and fell to the ground upon his face before the Aron
HASHEM until erev, he and the Ziknei Yisroel, and they put dust upon their heads.

7And Yehoshua said, Alas, Adonoi HASHEM, why hast Thou at all brought HaAm Hazeh
over the Yarden, to deliver us into the yad HaEmori, to destroy us? If only we had been
content, and dwelt on the other side of the Yarden!

8O Adonoi, what shall I say, when Yisroel turneth their backs before their enemies!
9For the Kena'ani and all the inhabitants of HaAretz shall hear of it, and shall surround

us, and cut off Shemeinu (our name) fromHaAretz; andwhat wilt Thou do unto Thy Shem
Hagadol?

10And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Stand up; why liest thou thus upon thy face?
11 Yisroel hath sinned, and they have also violated My Brit which I commanded them;

for they have even taken of the Cherem, and have also played the ganav, and lied also, and
they have put it even among their own possessions.

12Therefore theBneiYisroel couldnot standbefore their enemies, but turned theirbacks
before their enemies, because they are for Cherem; neither will I be with you any more,
except ye destroy the Cherem from among you.

13 Up, set HaAm apart as kodesh, and say, Set yourselves apart as kodesh against
tomorrow: for thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, There is Cherem among you, O Yisroel;
thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the Cherem from among
you.

14 In the boker therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes; and it shall be,
that the shevet (tribe)which HASHEM taketh shall come near according to the mishpekhot
thereof; and the mishpakhah which HASHEM shall take shall come near by batim; and the
bais which HASHEM shall take shall come near man byman.

* 6:21 devoted as cherem † 6:26 See fulfillment 1Kgs 16:34 * 7:1 covenant
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15And it shall be, that he that is takenwith the Cherem shall be burnedwith eish, he and
all that he hath; because he hath violated the Brit HASHEM, and because he hath wrought
shame in Yisroel.

16 So Yehoshua rose up early in the boker, and brought Yisroel near by their tribes; and
the Shevet Yehudahwas taken;

17And he brought the Mishpakhat Yehudah; and the Mishpakhat Zarchi was taken; and
he brought the Mishpakhat HaZarchi man byman; and Zavdi was taken;

18AndhebroughtnearhisBaismanbyman; andAchanbenCarmibenZavdibenZerach,
of the tribe of Yehudah, was taken.

19 And Yehoshua said unto Achan, Beni (my son), give, now, kavod to HASHEM Elohei
Yisroel, and give to Him todah; and tell me nowwhat thou hast done; hide it not fromme.

20AndAchanansweredYehoshua, and said, Indeed I have sinnedagainstHASHEMElohei
Yisroel, and thus and thus have I done;

21When I sawamong the plunder a beautiful robe of Shinar (Babylon), and twohundred
shekels of kesef, andawedgeof zahavoffifty shekelsweight, then I coveted them, and took
them; and, hinei, they are hid in ha'aretz in themidst of my ohel, and the kesef under it.

22 So Yehoshua sent malachim, and they ran unto the ohel; and, hinei, it was hid in his
ohel, and the kesef under it!

23And they took themout of themidst of the ohel, and brought themunto Yehoshua, and
unto all the Bnei Yisroel, and laid them out before HASHEM.

24AndYehoshua, andkol Yisroelwithhim, tookAchanbenZerach, and thekesef, and the
robe, and thewedge of zahav, andhis banim, andhis banot, andhis oxen, andhis donkeys,
andhis tzon, andhis ohel, and all that he had; and they brought themunto the EmekAchor
(Valley of Trouble).

25AndYehoshua said,Whyhast thou troubledus? HASHEMshall trouble thee yomhazeh.
And kol Yisroel stoned himwith even (stones), and burned themwith eish, after they had
stoned themwith avanim (stones).

26 And they raised over him a heap of avanim gadol unto this day. So HASHEM turned
from the fierceness of His Af (Anger). Therefore the shem of that place was called, Emek
Achor, unto this day.

8
1And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Fear not, neither be thou discouraged; take kol Am

HaMilchamah with thee, and arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given into thy yad the melech
HaAi, and his people, and his city, and his land;

2And thou shalt do to Ai and hermelech just as thou didst unto Yericho and hermelech;
only the plunder thereof, and the livestock thereof, shall ye carry off for yourselves.
Behind it set thee an ambush for the Ir (city) [of Ai].

3So Yehoshua arose, and kol AmHaMilchamah, to go up against Ai; and Yehoshua chose
out shloshim elef ish gibborei hachayil, and sent them out by lailah.

4 And he commanded them, saying, See, ye shall set an ambush against the Ir, even
behind the Ir; go not very far from the Ir, but be ye all nekhonim (ready, on alert, set,
prepared);

5And I, and Kol HaAm that are with me, will approach unto the Ir; and it shall come to
pass, when they come out against us, as at the rishonah, that we will flee before them,

6 (For they will come out after us) until we have drawn them from the Ir; for they will
say, They flee before us, just as at the rishonah; therefore wewill flee before them.

7Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the Ir; for HASHEM Eloheichem
will deliver it into your yad.

8And it shall be, when ye have taken the Ir, that ye shall set eish to the Ir; according to
the Davar HASHEM shall ye do. See, I have commanded you.

9Yehoshua therefore sent them forth; and theywent to the place of ambush, andwaited
betweenBeit-El andAi, on thewest side ofAi; but Yehoshua spent that lailah amongHaAm.

10And Yehoshua rose up early in the boker, and mustered HaAm, and went up, he and
the Ziknei Yisroel, before HaAm to Ai.

11And Kol HaAmHaMilchamah that were with him, went up, and drew near, and came
before the Ir, and encampedon thenorth side ofAi; now therewas the gey (valley)between
them and Ai.

12Andhe tookabout chameshet alafim ish, and set them to lie in ambushbetweenBeit-El
and Ai, on the west side of the Ir.
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13And when they had set HaAm, even Kol HaMachaneh that was on the north of the Ir,
and the ambush to the west of the Ir, Yehoshua went that lailah into the midst of the emek
(valley).

14And it came to pass,when themelech ofAi saw it, that theyhastened and rose up early,
and the ansheiHaIrwent out against Yisroel in themilchamah, he and all his people, at the
place, before the Aravah; but he had no da'as that therewas an ambush against him set up
behind the Ir.

15And Yehoshua and kol Yisroel let themselves be driven before them, and fled by the
derech hamidbar.

16 And kol HaAm that were in Ai were called together to pursue after them; and they
pursued after Yehoshua, and were lured from the Ir.

17And there was not an ish left in Ai or Beit-El, that went not out after Yisroel; and they
left the Ir open, and pursued after Yisroel.

18 And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Stretch out the kidon (javelin) that is in thy yad
toward Ai; for I will give it into thine yad. And Yehoshua stretched out the kidon that he
had in his yad toward the Ir.

19 And the ambush arose quickly out of their makom, and they ran as soon as he had
stretched out his yad; and they entered into the Ir, and took it, and hastened and set eish to
the Ir.

20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, hinei, the ashan HaIr
(smoke of the city) ascended up to Shomayim, and they had no way to flee here or there;
and HaAm that fled to themidbar turned back upon the pursuers.

21AndwhenYehoshua and kol Yisroel saw that the ambushhad taken the Ir, and that the
ashan HaIr ascended, then they turned again, and attacked the anshei HaAi.

22Then these came out of the Ir against them; so they were in the midst of Yisroel, some
on this side, and someon that side; and they struck themdown, until they left none of them
sarid (remnant, survivor) or palit (refugee, fugitive).

23 And the melech HaAi (literally, the King of Ruin) they took alive, and brought him to
Yehoshua.

24And it came to pass, when Yisroel hadmade an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai
in the sadeh, in the midbar wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on
the edge of the cherev, until they were consumed, that kol Yisroel returned unto Ai, and
struck it with the edge of the cherev.

25And so it was, that all that fell that yom, both of ish and isha, were sheneym asar elef,
even kol anshei HaAi.

26 For Yehoshua drew not his yad back, wherewith he stretched out the kidon, until he
had utterly destroyed kol yoshvei HaAi.

27 Only the behemah and the plunder of that Ir Yisroel carried off for themselves,
according to the Davar HASHEMwhich He commanded Yehoshua.

28AndYehoshua burnedAi, andmade it a tel olam (heap forever), even a desolation unto
yom hazeh.

29 And the melech HaAi he hanged on HaEtz until the time of erev; and as soon as the
shemeshwas down, Yehoshua commanded that they should take his nevelah (body) down
fromHaEtz, and cast it at the petach sha'ar HaIr, and raised thereon a pile of avanim, that
remaineth unto YomHazeh.

30Then Yehoshua built a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM Elohei Yisroel in Har Eival,
31 Just as Moshe Eved HASHEM commanded the Bnei Yisroel, as it is written in the Sefer

Torah Moshe, a Mizbe'ach avanim shelemot, over which no man hath lift up any barzel
(iron); and they offered thereon olot unto HASHEM, and sacrificed shelamim.

32And he wrote there upon the avanim a mishneh (copy) Torat Moshe, which he wrote
in the presence of the Bnei Yisroel.

33 And Kol Yisroel, and their Zekenim, and shoterim, and their shofetim, stood on this
side the Aron and on that side facing the Kohanim the Levi'im, which bore the Aron Brit
HASHEM, as well the ger as the ezrach (he that was born among them); half of them over
against Har Gerizim, and half of them over against Har Eival; just as Moshe Eved HASHEM
had commanded before, in connection with the blessing of HaAm Yisroel.

34 And afterward he read kol divrei HaTorah, the brocha and kelalah, according to all
that is written in the Sefer HaTorah.

35Therewas not a davar of all thatMoshe commanded, which Yehoshua read not before
kol Kehal Yisroel, with the nashim, and the little ones, and the ger that were living among
them.
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9
1And it came to pass, when kol hamelachim which were beyond the Yarden, in the har,

and in the Shefelah, and in all the coasts of the Yam Hagadol* over against the Levanon,
the Chitti, andHaEmori, the Kena'ani, the Perizzi, the Chivi, and the Yevusi, heard thereof;

2That they gathered themselves together, to make war with Yehoshua and with Yisroel,
with one peh (mouth).†

3And when the inhabitants of Giv'on heard what Yehoshua had done unto Yericho and
to Ai,

4 They did work in a cunning, crafty manner,‡ and went and made as if they had been
ambassadors, and took old sakkim (sacks) upon their donkeys, and skins of yayin, old, and
cracked, andmended;

5And sandals old and patched upon their feet, and selamot ballot (old garments) upon
them; and all the lechem of their food supply was dry andmoldy.

6And theywent to Yehoshua unto themachaneh at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the
Ish Yisroel, We are come from an eretz rechokah (far country); now therefore cut ye a brit
with us.

7And the Ish Yisroel said unto the Chivi (Hivites), Perhaps ye dwell among us; how then
shall we cut a brit with you?

8And they said unto Yehoshua, We are thy avadim. And Yehoshua said unto them,Who
are ye? And fromwhere do ye come?

9And they said unto him, From an eretz rechokah me'od thy avadim are come because
of the Shemof HASHEM Eloheicha; forwe have heard the report of Him, and all that He did
inMitzrayim,

10And all that He did to the twomelachim of HaEmori, that were beyond the Yarden, to
SichonMelech Cheshbon, and to OgMelech HaBashan, which was at Ashtarot.

11Therefore Zekeinenu and all the inhabitants of Artzeinu spoke to us, saying, Take food
supplies with you for the derech, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your
avadim; therefore now cut ye a brit with us.

12This our lechemwe packed cham (hot) for our provision out of our batim (houses) on
the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, hinei, it is dry, and it is moldy;

13 And these skins of yayin, which we filled, were chadashim; and, hinei, they are
cracked; and these our garments and our sandals are become worn out by reason of the
derechme'od.

14 And the anashim took of their food supplies, and asked not counsel at the pi
HASHEM(mouth ofHASHEM).

15And Yehoshuamade shalomwith them, and cut a brit with them, to let them live; and
the Nasi'im of the Edah so ratified by oath unto them.

16And it came to pass at the end of shloshet yamim after they had cut a brit with them,
that they heard that they were their kerovim (neighbors), and that they dwelt near them.

17 And the Bnei Yisroel journeyed, and came unto their towns on the yom hashelishi.
Now their towns were Giv'on, and Kephirah, and Be'erot, and Kiryat-Ye'arim.

18And the Bnei Yisroel did not strike them down, because the Nasi'im of the Edah had
sworn unto them by HASHEM Elohei Yisroel. And Kol HaEdah murmured against the
Nasi'im.

19But all theNasi'im said unto KolHaEdah,Wehave sworn unto thembyHASHEMElohei
Yisroel; now therefore wemay not touch them.

20 This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest ketzef (wrath) be upon us,
because of the shevu'ah (oath)which we swore unto them.

21And the Nasi'im said unto them, Let them live; but let them bewoodcutters andwater
carriers unto Kol HaEdah; as the Nasi'im had promised them.

22And Yehoshua called for them, and he spoke unto them, saying,Why have ye beguiled
us, saying, Rechokim anachnu from youwhen ye dwell near us?

23Now therefore ye are arurim, and there shall none of you be yikaret (be cut off) from
being eved, and woodcutters and water carriers for the Bais Elohai.

24 And they answered Yehoshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy avadim,
how that HASHEM Eloheicha commanded His Eved Moshe to give you kol HaAretz, and to
destroy all the inhabitants of HaAretz from before you, therefore we were greatly afraid
for nafshoteinu because of you, so we have done this thing.

25 And now, behold, we are in thine yad; as it seemeth tov and yashar unto thee to do
unto us, do.

* 9:1 i.e., the Mediterranean † 9:2 i.e., one accord ‡ 9:4 See Gn 3:1
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26And so did he unto them, and saved them out of the yad of the Bnei Yisroel, that they
slaughtered them not.

27And Yehoshuamade them that day woodcutters and water carriers for the Edah, and
for theMizbe'ach of HASHEM, even unto this day, in themakomwhich Hewould choose.

10
1 Now it came to pass, when Adoni-Tzedek Melech Yerushalayim had heard how

Yehoshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; just as he had done to Yericho and
its melech, so he had done to Ai and its melech; and how the inhabitants of Giv'on had
made terms of shalomwith Yisroel, and were near them;

2That they feared greatly, because Giv'on was an ir gedolah, like one of the royal cities,
and because it was larger than Ai, and all the men thereof were gibborim.

3Therefore Adoni-TzedekMelech Yerushalayim, sent untoHohamMelech Chevron, and
unto Piram Melech Yarmut, and unto Yaphia Melech Lakhish, and unto Devir Melech
Eglon, saying,

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may attack Giv'on; for it hath made terms of
shalomwith Yehoshua andwith the Bnei Yisroel.

5 Therefore the five kings of HaEmori, the Melech Yerushalayim, the Melech Chevron,
the Melech Yarmut, the Melech Lakhish, the Melech Eglon, gathered themselves together,
and went up, they and all their machanot, and encamped before Giv'on, and made war
against it.

6And the anshei Giv'on sent unto Yehoshua to the machaneh at Gilgal, saying, Abandon
not thy yad from thy avadim; come up to us quickly, save us, help us; for all the melachim
of HaEmori that dwell in the har are gathered together against us.

7 So Yehoshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and kol Am HaMilchamah with him, and kol
gibborei hachayil.

8And HASHEM said unto Yehoshua, Fear them not; for I have delivered them into thine
yad; there shall not an ish of them stand before thee.

9Yehoshua therefore came unto them pitom, and went up from Gilgal kol halailah.
10 And HASHEM threw them into confusion before Yisroel, and struck them with a

makkah gedolah at Giv'on, and pursued them along the derech that goeth up to Beit-
Choron, and cut them down to Azekah, and to Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Yisroel, and were in the going down
to Beit-Choron, that HASHEM cast down avanim gedolot from Shomayim upon them unto
Azekah, and they died; they were more which died with avnei habarad (hail-stones) than
they whom the Bnei Yisroel slaughtered with the cherev.

12 Then spoke Yehoshua to HASHEM in the day when HASHEM delivered up HaEmori
before the Bnei Yisroel, and he said in the sight of Yisroel,

Shemesh, stand thou still upon Giv'on;
and thou, Yarei'ach, in the Emek Ayalon.
13And the shemesh stood still,
the yarei'ach stopped,
until the Goy had avenged themselves upon their enemies.
Is not this written in the Sefer HaYasher? So the shemesh stood still in the middle of

Shomayim, and hastened not to go down about a yom tamim (whole day).
14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that HASHEM paid heed unto the

voice of an ish; for HASHEM fought for Yisroel.
15And Yehoshua returned, and kol Yisroel with him, unto themachaneh at Gilgal.
16But these fivemelachim fled, and hid themselves in ame'arah (cave) at Makkedah.
17And it was told Yehoshua, saying, The fivemelachim are found hiding in ame'arah at

Makkedah.
18 And Yehoshua said, Roll avanim gedolot upon the mouth of the me'arah, and post

anashim by it to be shomer over them;
19 And stop ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and attack them; allow them not to

enter into their towns; for HASHEM Eloheichem hath delivered them into your yad.
20And it came to pass, when Yehoshua and the Bnei Yisroel hadmade an end of striking

them with a makkah gedolah me'od, until they were consumed, that the rest which
remained of them entered into fortified cities.

21And kol HaAm returned to the machaneh to Yehoshua at Makkedah in shalom; none
moved his tongue against any of the Bnei Yisroel.
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22 Then said Yehoshua, Open the mouth of the me'arah, and bring out those five
melachim untome out of theme'arah.

23And they did so, and brought forth those five melachim unto him out of the me'arah,
Melech Yerushalayim, Melech Chevron, Melech Yarmut, Melech Lakhish, and Melech
Eglon.

24 And it came to pass, when they brought out those melachim unto Yehoshua, that
Yehoshua called for kol Ish Yisroel, and said unto theKetzinei AnsheiHaMilchamahwhich
wentwithhim, Comenear, put your feet upon thenecks of thesemelachim. And they came
near, and put their feet upon the necks of them.

25 And Yehoshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be discouraged, be strong and of good
courage; for thus shall HASHEM do to all your enemies against whom ye fight.

26And afterward Yehoshua struck them down, and slaughtered them, and hanged them
on chamishah etzim; and they were hanging upon the etzim until the erev.

27 And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the shemesh, that Yehoshua
commanded, and they took them down off the etzim, cast them into the me'arah wherein
they had beenhiding, and laid avanimgedolot on themouth of theme'arah,which remain
until this very day.

28And that dayYehoshua tookMakkedah, and struck it downwith the edgeof the cherev,
and the Melech thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and every nefesh that was therein;
he let none remain; and he did to the Melech of Makkedah as he did unto the Melech of
Yericho.*

29 Then Yehoshua passed from Makkedah, and kol Yisroel with him, unto Livnah, and
fought against Livnah;

30 And HASHEM delivered it also, and the melech thereof, into the yad Yisroel; and he
struck it down with the edge of the cherev, and kol hanefesh therein; he let none remain
in it; but did unto themelech thereof as he did unto themelech of Yericho.†

31 And Yehoshua passed from Livnah, and kol Yisroel with him, unto Lakhish, and
encamped against it, and fought against it;

32AndHASHEMdelivered Lakhish into the yad Yisroel, which took it on the yomhasheni,
and struck it down with the edge of the cherev, and kol hanefesh therein, according to all
that he had done to Livnah.

33Then HoramMelech Gezer came up to help Lakhish; and Yehoshua struck him down
and his army, until he had left him none remaining.

34 And from Lakhish, Yehoshua passed unto Eglon, and kol Yisroel with him; and they
encamped against it, and fought against it;

35 And they took it on that day, and struck it down with the edge of the cherev, and
kol hanefesh therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to
Lakhish.

36And Yehoshua went up from Eglon, and kol Yisroel with him, unto Chevron; and they
fought against it;

37 And they took it, and struck it down with the edge of the cherev, and the melech
thereof, and all the towns thereof, and kol hanefesh therein; he left none remaining,
according to all that he had done to Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and kol hanefesh
therein.

38And Yehoshua returned, and kol Yisroel with him, to Devir; and fought against it;
39Andhe took it, and themelech thereof, and all the towns thereof; and they struck them

down with the edge of the cherev, and utterly destroyed kol nefesh therein; he left none
remaining; as he had done to Chevron, so he did to Devir, and to the melech thereof; as he
had done also to Livnah, and to its melech.

40SoYehoshua subduedkolHaAretzHaHar, and of theNegev, and of the Shefelah, and of
the asedot (slopes), and all their melachim; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed
kol haneshamah, as HASHEM Elohei Yisroel commanded.

41And Yehoshua struck them down fromKadesh-Barnea even unto Azah (Gaza), and all
the country of Goshen, even unto Giv'on.

42Andall thesemelachimand their landdid Yehoshua take at one time, becauseHASHEM
Elohei Yisroel fought for Yisroel.

43And Yehoshua returned, and kol Yisroel with him, unto themachaneh at Gilgal.

* 10:28 See Josh 6:21 † 10:30 See Josh 6:21
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11
1And it came to pass, when YavinMelech Chatzor had heard those things, that he sent to

YovavMelechMadon, to theMelech Shimron, and to theMelech Akhshaph,
2And to the melachim to the north, in the har, and the Aravah south of Kinnerot, and in

the Shefelah, and in the regions of Dor on the west,
3 And to the Kena'ani on the east and on the west, and to Emori, and the Chitti, and

the Perizzi, and the Yevusi in the har, and to the Chivi at the base of Chermon in Eretz
HaMitzpah.

4 And they went out, they and all their machanot with them, am rav, even as the sand
that is upon the sea inmultitude, with susim and chariots ravme'od.

5And when all these melachimwere met together, they came to encamp together at the
waters of Merom, to fight against Yisroel.

6AndHASHEMsaiduntoYehoshua, Benot afraid before them; formachar about this time
will I deliver them up all slain before Yisroel; thou shalt lame their susim, and burn their
merkevot with eish.

7 So Yehoshua, kol Am HaMilchamah with him, came against them by the waters of
Merom pitom (suddenly); and they fell upon them.

8AndHASHEM delivered them into the yad Yisroel, who struck them down, and pursued
them unto Tzidon Rabbah, and unto Misrephot-Mayim, and unto the Valley of Mitzpeh
eastward; and they struck them down, until they left them none sarid (remaining).

9And Yehoshua did unto them just as HASHEM directed him; he lamed their susim, and
burned their merkevot with eish.

10AndYehoshua at that time turnedback, and took Chatzor, and struck down themelech
thereofwith the cherev; for Chatzor formerly hadbeen the rosh kol hamamlachot haelleh.

11 And they struck down kol hanefesh that were therein with the edge of the cherev,
utterlydestroying them; therewasnot left kolneshamah; andwitheishheburnedChatzor.

12Andall the towns of thosemelachim, and all themelachimof them, did Yehoshua take,
and struck them down with the edge of the cherev, and he utterly destroyed them, just as
Moshe Eved HASHEM commanded.

13 But as for the towns that stood on their tel (mound, old site), Yisroel burned none of
them, except Chatzor only; that did Yehoshua burn.

14And all the plunder of these towns, and the behemah, the Bnei Yisroel carried off for
themselves; but kol haAdam they struck down with the edge of the cherev, until they had
destroyed them, neither left they kol neshamah.

15 Just as HASHEM commanded Moshe His Eved, so did Moshe command Yehoshua, and
so did Yehoshua; he left nothing undone of all that HASHEM commandedMoshe.

16SoYehoshua tookkolHaAretzhazot, thehar, andkolhaNegev, andkolEretzHaGoshen,
and the Shefelah, and the Aravah, and the har Yisroel, and Shefelah;

17Even from theHarHeChalak, that goeth up to Se'ir, evenunto Ba'al-Gad in the valley of
the Levanon under Mt Chermon; and all their melachim he took, and struck them down,
and slaughtered them.

18Yehoshuamademilchamah yamim rabbimwith all those melachim.
19There was not an ir that made terms of shalomwith the Bnei Yisroel, except Chivi the

inhabitants of Giv'on; all others they took inmilchamah.
20 For it was of HASHEM to harden their hearts, that they should come against Yisroel in

milchamah, that he might destroy them utterly, that there might be to them no techinnah
(mercy plea), but that hemight destroy them, just as HASHEM commandedMoshe.

21And at that time came Yehoshua, and cut off the Anakim from the har, from Chevron,
from Devir, from Anav, from kol har Yehudah, from kol har Yisroel; Yehoshua destroyed
them utterly with their towns.

22 There were none of the Anakim left in the Eretz Bnei Yisroel; only in Azah (Gaza), in
Gat, and in Ashdod, there remained.

23 So Yehoshua took Kol HaAretz, according to all that HASHEM said unto Moshe; and
Yehoshuagave it for anachalahuntoYisroel according to their divisionsby their shevatim.
And HaAretz rested frommilchamah.

12
1Nowtheseare themelachimHaAretz,which theBnei Yisroel conquered, andpossessed

their landbeyond theYarden toward the risingof the shemesh, from theArnonValleyunto
Mt Chermon, and kol HaAravah on the east;
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2 Sichon Melech HaEmori, who reigned in Cheshbon, and ruled from Aro'er, which is
upon the rim of the Arnon Valley, and from the middle of the valley, and from half Gil'ad,
even unto the River Yabbok, which is the border of the Bnei Ammon;

3AndfromtheAravah to theYamKinneroton theeast, andunto theYamHaAravah, even
the Yam HaMelach* on the east, derech to Beit-HaYeshimot; and from the south, below
Ashdot-HaPisgah;

4And the territory of Og Melech HaBashan, from the last of the Repha'im, that reigned
at Ashtarot and at Edre'i,

5And reigned in Mt Chermon, and in Salkhah, and in kol HaBashan, unto the border of
the Geshuri and theMa'akhati, and half Gil'ad, the border of SichonMelech Cheshbon.

6These didMoshe EvedHASHEM and the Bnei Yisroel conquer; andMoshe EvedHASHEM
gave it for a possession unto the Reuveni, and the Gadi, and the half shevet HaMenasheh.

7 And these are the melachim of HaAretz which Yehoshua and the Bnei Yisroel con-
quered on the west side of the Yarden, from Ba'al-Gad in the valley of Levanon even unto
the Har HeChalak, that goeth up to Se'ir; which Yehoshua gave unto the Shivtei Yisroel for
a yerushah (possession) according to their divisions;

8 In the har, and in the Shefelah, and in the Aravah, and in the slopes, and in themidbar,
and in the Negev; the Chitti, HaEmori, and the Kena'ani, the Perizzi, the Chivi, and the
Yevusi;

9TheMelech Yericho, one;
the Melech Ai, which is near Beit-El, one;
10TheMelech Yerushalayim, one;
the Melech Chevron, one;
11TheMelech Yarmut, one;
the Melech Lakhish, one;
12TheMelech Eglon, one;
the Melech Gezer, one;
13TheMelech Devir, one;
the Melech Geder, one;
14TheMelech Chormah, one;
the Melech Arad, one;
15TheMelech Livnah, one;
the Melech Adullam, one;
16TheMelechMakkedah, one;
the Melech Beit-El, one;
17TheMelech Tapuach, one;
the Melech Chepher, one;
18TheMelech Aphek, one;
the Melech Lasharon, one;
19TheMelechMadon, one;
the Melech Chatzor, one;
20TheMelech Shimron-Meron, one;
the Melech Akhshaph, one;
21TheMelech Ta'nakh, one;
the MelechMegiddo, one;
22TheMelech Kedesh, one;
the Melech Yokne'am in Carmel, one;
23TheMelech Dor in the heights of Dor, one;
the Melech Goyim of Gilgal, one;
24TheMelech Tirtzah, one: kol melachim sheloshim v'echad.

13
1Now Yehoshua was zaken, advanced in yamim; HASHEM said unto him, Thou art old,

advanced in yamim; HaAretz there remaineth yet harebbehme'od to be possessed.
2This is HaAretz that yet remaineth; all the regions of the Pelishtim, and all Geshuri,
3 From Sichor, which is before Mitzrayim, even unto the territory of Ekron northward,

which is counted to the Kena'ani; five rulers of the Pelishtim; the Azzati, the Ashdodi, the
Ashkeloni, the Gitti, the Ekroni; also the Avim;

4 From the south, all the Eretz HaKena'ani, and from Arah that belongs to the Tzidonim
unto Aphek, to the region of HaEmori;

* 12:3 i.e., Dead Sea
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5And the area of the Byblos, and all the Levanon, toward the rising of the shemesh, from
Ba'al-Gad under Mt Chermon unto Levo Chamat.

6 All the inhabitants of the har from the Levanon unto Misrephot-Mayim, and all the
Tzidonim, themwill I drive out frombefore the Bnei Yisroel; only divide thou it by lot unto
Yisroel for a nachalah, as I have commanded thee.

7Now therefore divide HaAretz Hazot for a nachalah unto the nine Shevatim, and the
half tribe of Menasheh,

8Withwhom the Reuveni and theGadi have received their nachalah, whichMoshe gave
them, beyond Yarden eastward, even as Moshe Eved HASHEM gave them;

9FromAro'er, that is upon the rim of the Arnon Valley, and the town that is in themiddle
of the valley, and all the plain of Medeva unto Divon;

10 And all the towns of Sichon Melech HaEmori, which reigned in Cheshbon, unto the
border of the Bnei Ammon;

11And Gil'ad, and the territory of the Geshuri and Ma'akhati, and all Mt Chermon, and
all Bashan as far as Salkhah;

12 All the Mamlechut Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtarot and in Edre'i, who
remained of the remnant of Repha'im; for these did Moshe conquer, and dispossessed
them.

13Nevertheless the Bnei Yisroel dispossessed not the Geshuri, nor theMa'akhati; but the
Geshuri and theMaachati dwell among Yisroel until this day.

14 Only unto the shevet HaLevi he gave no nachalah; the sacrifices made by eish of
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel are their nachalah, as He said unto them.

15AndMoshe gave unto the tribe of the Bnei Reuven according to their mishpekhot;
16Territory to them fromAro'er, that is on the rim of the Arnon Valley, and the town that

is in themiddle of the valley, and all the plain past Medeva;
17Cheshbon, andall its towns that are in theplain; Divon, andBamot-Ba'al, andBeit-Ba'al

Me'on,
18And Yahtzah, and Kedemot, andMepha'at,
19And Kiryatayim, and Sivmah, and Tzeret-HaShachar on the har in the valley,
20And Beit-Pe'or, and slopes of Pisgah, and Beit-HaYeshimot,
21 And all the towns of the plain, and kol mamlechot Shichon Melech HaEmori, who

reigned in Cheshbon,whomMoshe conqueredwith thenasiimofMidyan, Evi, andRekem,
and Tzur, and Chur, and Reva, which were vassal princes under Sichon, dwelling in
HaAretz.

22 Also Balaam ben Be'or, the kosem (soothsayer, practicer of divination), did the Bnei
Yisroel put to death with the cherev among them that were slain by them.

23And the boundary of the Bnei Reuvenwas the Yarden, and the bank thereof. This was
the nachalat Bnei Reuven after their mishpekhot, the towns and villages thereof.

24 And Moshe gave unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the Bnei Gad according to their
mishpekhot;

25 Territory to them, Yazer, and all the towns of Gil'ad, and half the Eretz Bnei Ammon,
as far as Aro'er that is near Rabbah;

26 And from Cheshbon unto Ramat HaMitzpeh, and Betonim; and from Machanayim
unto the territory of Devir;

27And in the valley, Beit-Haram, and Beit-Nimrah, and Sukkot, and Tzaphon, the rest of
theMamlechot SichonMelech Cheshbon, the Yarden and its territory, even unto the end of
the Yam Kinneret on the other side of the Yarden eastward.

28 This is the nachalah of the Bnei Gad after their mishpekhot, the towns, and their
villages.

29And Moshe gave unto the half tribe of Menasheh; and this was the possession of the
half tribe of the Bnei Menasheh by their mishpekhot.

30 Their territory was from Machanayim, all Bashan, kol Mamlechot Og Melech
HaBashan, and all the towns of Yair, which are in Bashan, shishim ir;

31And half Gil'ad, and Ashtarot, and Edre'i, towns of theMamlechot Og in Bashan, were
pertaining unto the BneiMachir benMenasheh, even to the one half of the BneiMachir by
their mishpekhot.

32ThesewhichMoshe did distribute for nachalah in the plains ofMoav, on the other side
of the Yarden, by Yericho, eastward.

33But unto the Shevet HaLeviMoshe gave not any nachalah; HASHEM Elohei Yisroel was
their nachalah, as He said unto them.
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14
1 And these are that which the Bnei Yisroel inherited in Eretz Kena'an, which El'azar

HaKohen, and Yehoshua ben Nun, and the Roshei Avot of the tribes of the Bnei Yisroel,
distributed for nachalah to them.

2By goral (lot)was their nachalah, just asHASHEM commandedby the yadMoshe, for the
nine tribes, and for the half-tribe.

3 For Moshe had given the nachalah of two and a half tribes on the other side of the
Yarden; but unto the Levi'im he gave no nachalah among them.

4 For the Bnei Yosef were two tribes, Menasheh and Ephrayim; therefore they gave no
chelek unto the Levi'im in HaAretz, except arim (cities) to dwell in, with their open land
for their livestock and for their herds.

5 Just as HASHEM commandedMoshe, so the Bnei Yisroel did, and they divided HaAretz.
6 Then the Bnei Yehudah came unto Yehoshua in Gilgal; and Kalev ben Yephunneh the

Kenizi said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that HASHEM said untoMoshe Ish HaElohim
concerningme and thee in Kadesh-Barnea.

7 Iwas forty years oldwhenMosheEvedHASHEM sentme fromKadesh-Barnea to spy out
HaAretz; and I brought him back davar just as it was inmy lev.

8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the lev of HaAm melt; but I
wholly followed after HASHEM Elohai.

9And Moshe swore on that day, saying, Surely HaAretz whereon thy feet have trodden
shall be thine nachalah, and that of thy banim ad olam, because thou hastwholly followed
after HASHEM Elohai.*

10Andnow,hinei,HASHEMhathkeptmealive, just asHesaid, these fortyandfive shanah,
even since HASHEM spoke this word unto Moshe, while the Bnei Yisroel wandered in the
midbar; and now, hinei, I am this day fourscore and five shanah.

11As yet I am chazak, as strong this day as I was in the day that Moshe sent me; as my
koach was then, even so is my koach now, for milchamah, both to go out, and to come in.

12Now therefore give me hahar hazeh (this mountain), whereof HASHEM spoke in that
day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were
gedolot and fortified; but,HASHEMwithme, I shall beable todrive themout, just asHASHEM
said.

13And Yehoshua put a bracha on him, and gave unto Kalev ben Yephunneh Chevron for
a nachalah.

14Chevron therefore became the nachalah of Kalev ben Yephunneh the Kenizi unto this
day, because that he wholly followed HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

15And the shem of Chevron before was Kiryat-Arba; which Arba was ha'adam hagedol
among the Anakim. And HaAretz had rest frommilchamah.

15
1This thenwas the goral (lot) of the tribe of the Bnei Yehudah by theirmishpekhot; even

to the territory of Edom, to themidbar of Tzin toward the Negev in the extreme south.
2And their southern boundary was from the shore of the Yam HaMelach, from the bay

that looketh southward;
3And it went out to the south side to Ma'aleh Akrabbim, passed along to Tzin, ascended

up on the south side unto Kadesh-Barnea, passed along to Chetzron, went up to Addar, and
turned toward Karka;

4 From there it passed toward Atzmon, and went out unto the Wadi Mitzrayim; and the
boundary ended at the Yam;* this shall be your south border.

5And the east boundary is the Yam HaMelach, even unto the mouth of the Yarden. And
their boundary in the north quarter was from the bay of the Yam† at the mouth of the
Yarden;

6 And the boundary went up to Beit-Choglah, and passed along by the north of Beit-
Aravah; and the boundary went up to the Even Bohan ben Reuven;

7 And the boundary went up toward Devir from the Achor Valley, and so northward,
looking toward Gilgal, which faces Ma'aleh-Adummim, which is on the south side of the
wadi; and the boundary passed toward the Ein Shemesh Spring, and ended at Ein-Rogel;

8And the boundary went up by Ben Hinnom Valley unto the slope of the Yevusi (that is,
Yerushalayim); and the boundary went up to the top of the har that is before the Hinnom
Valley westward, which is at the end of the Repha'im Valley northward;

* 14:9 See Rv 3:15-16 * 15:4Mediterranean Sea † 15:5 Dead Sea
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9 From the top of the har the boundary ran unto the source of Nephtoach Spring, and
went out to the towns of Har Ephron; and the boundary went to Ba'alah (that is, Kiryat-
Ye'arim);

10And theboundary curved fromBa'alahwestwarduntoMt Se'ir, and ranalongunto the
slope of Mt Yearim (that is, Kesalon), on the north side, and went down to Beit-Shemesh,
and passed on to Timnah;

11And the boundary went out unto the side of Ekron northward; and the boundary ran
over to Shikkaron, and passed along to Mt Ba'alah, and went out unto Yavne'el; and the
boundary ended at the Yam.‡

12 And the western boundary is HaYamah HaGadol, and the coast thereof. This is the
boundary around the Bnei Yehudah according to their mishpekhot.

13And unto Kalev ben Yephunneh he gave chelek among the Bnei Yehudah, according
to the commandment of HASHEM to Yehoshua, even Kiryat-Arba (avi HaAnak) , which is
Chevron.

14And Kalev drove from there the three Bnei Anak: Sheshai and Achiman and Talmai,
the descendants of Anak.

15Andhewent up from there to the inhabitants of Devir; and the shemofDevir formerly
was Kiryat-Sepher.

16 And Kalev said, He that strikes down Kiryat-Sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give
Achsahmy bat as isha.

17And Otniel ben Kenaz, the brother of Kalev, took it; and he gave himAchsah his bat as
isha.

18And it came to pass, as she came unto him, that she urged him to ask of her av a sadeh;
and she got off her chamor; and Kalev said unto her, What wouldest thou?

19She answered, Giveme a brocha; for thou hast givenme eretz HaNegev;§ giveme also
springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the lower springs.

20This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Yehudah according to their mishpekhot.
21And the towns at the extremity of the tribe of the Bnei Yehudah toward the boundary

of Edom southward were Kavtze'el, and Eder, and Yagur,
22And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah,
23And Kedesh, and Chatzor, and Yitnan,
24Ziph, and Telem, and Be'alot,
25And Chatzor, Chadattah, and Keriyot, and Chetzron, which is Chatzor,
26Amam, and Shema, andMoladah,
27And Chatzar Gaddah, Cheshmon, and Beit-Pelet,
28And Chatzar Shual, Be'er-Sheva, and Bizyot-Yah,
29Ba'alah, Iyim, Etzem,
30And Eltolad, and Kesil, and Chormah,
31And Tziklag, andMadmannah, and Sansannah,
32 And Levaot, and Shilchim, and Ayin, and Rimmon; all the cities are 29, with their

villages.
33And in the Shefelah: Eshta'ol, and Tzorah, and Ashnah,
34And Zanoach, and Ein-Gannim, Tapuach, and Enam,
35Yarmut, and Adullam, Sokhoh, and Azekah,
36 And Sha'arayim, and Aditayim, and Gederah, and Gederotayim; 14 cities with their

villages.
37Tzenan, and Chadashah, andMigdal-Gad,
38And Dile'an, andMitzpeh, and Yokte'el,
39Lakhish, and Botzkat, and Eglon,
40And Kabbon, and Lachmas, and Kitlish,
41And Gederot, Beit-Dagon, and Naamah, andMakkedah; 16 cities with their villages.
42Livnah, and Eter, and Ashan,
43And Yiftach, and Ashnah, and Netziv,
44And Ke'ilah, and Achziv, andMareshah; 9 cities with their villages.
45Ekron, with her towns and her villages.
46From Ekron even unto the Yam, all that lay near Ashdod, with their villages.
47Ashdodwith her towns and her villages, Azah (Gaza)with her towns and her villages,

unto theWadi Mitzrayim, and the YamHaGadol, and the coastline thereof.
48And in the har, Shamir, and Yatir, and Sokho,
49And Dannah, and Kiryat Sannah, which is Devir,

‡ 15:11Mediterranean Sea § 15:19 land in the southern desert
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50And Anav, and Eshtemoh, and Anim,
51And Goshen, and Cholon, and Giloh; 11 cities with their villages;
52Arav, and Dumah, and Esh'an,
53And Yanum, and Beit-Tappuach, and Aphekah,
54 And Chumtah, and Kiryat-Arba, which is Chevron, and Tzior; 9 cities with their

villages;
55Ma'on, Carmel, and Ziph, and Yutah,
56And Yizre'el, and Yokde'am, and Zanoach,
57Kayin, Giv'ah, and Timnah; 10 cities with their villages;
58Chalchul, Beit-Tzur, and Gedor,
59AndMa'arat, and Beit-Anot, and Eltekon; 6 cities with their villages;
60Kiryat Ba'al, which is Kiryat-Ye'arim, and Rabbah; 2 cities with their villages;
61 In themidbar, Beit-Aravah, Middin, and Sekhakhah,
62And Nivshan, and the Ir HaMelach, and Ein-Gedi; 6 cities with their villages.
63As for the Yevusi, the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, the Bnei Yehudah could not drive

themout; but the Yevusi dwellwith theBnei Yehudahat YerushalayimuntoHaYomHazeh.

16
1And the goral (lot) of the Bnei Yosef ran from the Yarden by Yericho, east of the spring

at Yericho, to themidbar that goeth up from Yericho into the hill country of Beit-El,
2Andgoeth out fromBeit-El to Luz, andpasseth alongunto the territory ofArki toAtarot,
3And goeth downwestward to the territory of Yaphleti, unto the territory of Lower Beit-

Choron, and to Gezer; ending at the Yam.*
4 So the Bnei Yosef, Menasheh and Ephrayim, inherited their nachalah.
5And the boundary of the Bnei Ephrayim according to their mishpekhot was thus: the

boundary of their nachalah on the east side was Atrot Addar, unto Upper Beit-Choron;
6 And the boundary ran toward the Yam to Michmetat on the north side; and the

boundary ran eastward unto Ta'anat Shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Yanoach;
7And it ran down from Yanoach to Atarot, and to Na'arah, and came to Yericho, and ran

to an end at the Yarden.
8The boundary ran from Tapuach westward unto theWadi Kanah; and the end thereof

ran to the Yam. This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Ephrayimby theirmishpekhot.
9And the towns set aside for the Bnei Ephrayim were inside the Bnei Menasheh, all the

towns with their villages.
10And theydrovenot out theKena'ani that dwelt inGezer: but theKena'ani dwell among

the Ephrayim unto yom hazeh, and serve under forced labor.

17
1 There was also a goral (lot) for the tribe of Menasheh; for he was the bechor of Yosef;

Machir was the bechor of Menasheh and the av of Gil'ad, and because he was an ish
milchamah, therefore he got Gil'ad and Bashan.

2There was also a goral (lot) for the rest of the Bnei Menasheh by their mishpekhot; for
theBneiAvi'ezer, for theBnei Chelek, for theBneiAsriel, for theBnei Shechem, for theBnei
Chepher, and for the Bnei Shemida; these were the zekharim of the Menasheh ben Yosef
by their mishpekhot.

3 But Tzelophechad ben Chepher ben Gil'ad ben Machir ben Menasheh had no banim,
but banot; and these are the shmot of his banot, Machlah, andNo'ah, Choglah,Milcah, and
Tirtzah.

4And they camenearbeforeEl'azarHaKohen, andbeforeYehoshuabenNun, andbefore
the nasi'im saying, HASHEM commanded Moshe to give us a nachalah among acheinu.
Therefore according to the commandment ofHASHEMhe gave themanachalah among the
achim of their av.

5 And there fell ten tracts of land to Menasheh, in addition to Eretz Gil'ad and Bashan,
which were on the other side of the Yarden;

6 Because the banot of Menasheh had inherited a nachalah among his banim; and the
rest of the Bnei Menasheh had Eretz Gil'ad.

7 And the boundary of Menasheh was from Asher to Michmetat, that lieth before
Shechem; and the boundary ran along to the right to the inhabitants of Ein Tapuach.

8NowMenasheh had Eretz Tapuach; but Tapuach on the border of Menasheh belonged
to the Bnei Ephrayim;

* 16:3Mediterranean Sea
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9 And the boundary descended unto the Wadi Kanah, southward of the Wadi; these
towns of Ephrayim are among the towns of Menasheh; the boundary of Menasheh also
was on the north side of theWadi, and ended at the Yam;

10 Southward it was Ephrayimʼs, and northward it was Menashehʼs, and the Yam is its
boundary; and theymet together in Asher on the north, and in Yissakhar on the east.

11AndMenasheh had in Yissakhar and in Asher Beit-She'an and its towns, and Yivle'am
and its towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and its towns, and the inhabitants of Ein-dor and
its towns, and the inhabitants of Ta'anakh and its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo
and its towns, sheloshet (three) of Nafet.

12 Yet the Bnei Menasheh could not drive out the inhabitants of those towns; but the
Kena'ani persisted dwelling in that land.

13Yet it came to pass, when the Bnei Yisroel increased in chozek (strength) that they put
the Kena'ani to forced labor, but did not utterly drive them out.

14 And the Bnei Yosef spoke unto Yehoshua, saying, Why hast thou given me for a
nachalah but one goral and one chevel (portion, lot) to inherit, seeing I am an am rav,
forasmuch as HASHEM hath blessedme hitherto?

15 And Yehoshua answered them, If thou be an am rav, then get thee up to the wood
country, and cut down for thyself there in the Eretz HaPerizzi and HaRepha'im, if Har
Ephrayim be too small for thee.

16And the Bnei Yosef said, The har is not enough for us; and all the Kena'ani that dwell in
the eretz haemek have chariots of barzel (iron), both they who are of Beit-She'an and her
towns, and they who are of the emek Yizre'el.

17AndYehoshua spokeuntoBais Yosef, even toEphrayimand toMenasheh, saying, Thou
art an am rav, and hast ko'ach gadol; thou shalt not have goral echad only;

18 But the har shall be thine; for it is a forest, and thou shalt cut it down; and the rest
of the cleared land shall be thine; for thou shalt drive out the Kena'ani, though they have
chariots of barzel (iron), and though they be chazak.

18
1And the kol Adat Bnei Yisroel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the Ohel Mo'ed

there. And HaAretz was subdued before them.
2And there remained among the Bnei Yisroel shivah shevatim (seven tribes), which had

not yet received their nachalah.
3 And Yehoshua said unto the Bnei Yisroel, How long are ye mitrapim (slack ones,

cowardly) going to take to go in and possess HaAretz, which HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem
hath given you?

4Appoint from among you shloshah anashim for each tribe; and I will send them, and
they shall rise, and go through and survey the land, and write down a description of it,
according to the nachalah of each; and they shall come again to me.

5And they shall divide it into shivah chalakim (seven portions); Yehudah shall abide in
their territory on the south, and Bais Yosef shall abide in their territory on the north.

6 Ye shall therefore write a description of HaAretz in shivah chalakim, and bring the
description here to me, that I may cast goral for you here before HASHEM Eloheinu.

7But the Levi'im have no chelek among you; for the KehunahHASHEM is their nachalah;
and Gad, and Reuven, and the half tribe of Menasheh, have received their nachalah
beyond the Yarden on the east, whichMoshe Eved HASHEM gave them.

8 And the men arose, and went away; and Yehoshua charged them that went to map
HaAretz, saying, Go and survey the land, and write a description of it, and come again to
me, that I may here cast goral for you before HASHEM in Shiloh.

9And the men went and passed through HaAretz, and described it by towns in shivah
chalakim in a sefer, and came again to Yehoshua to themachaneh at Shiloh.

10 And Yehoshua cast goral for them in Shiloh before HASHEM; and there Yehoshua
divided HaAretz unto the Bnei Yisroel according to their portions.

11And thegoral of the tribeof theBneiBinyamincameupaccording to theirmishpekhot;
and the territory of their goral (allotment) came forth between the Bnei Yehudah and the
Bnei Yosef.

12And their boundary on thenorth sidewas from theYarden; and the boundarywent up
along the side of Yericho on the north, andwent up through the har westward; and ended
at themidbar of Beit-Aven.

13And the boundary went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz (that is, Beit-
El) southward; and the boundary descended to Atrot Addar, near the har that lieth on the
south side of the Lower Beit-Choron.
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14And theboundary ran from there andextendedaround thewest side southward, from
the har that lieth before Beit-Choron southward; and ends at Kiryat Ba'al, which is Kiryat-
Ye'arim, a town of the Bnei Yehudah; this was the west side.

15And the southern sidewas from the end of Kiryat-Ye'arim, and the boundarywent out
on the west, and went out to thema'ayan (spring) of the waters of Nephtoach;

16And the boundary came down to the foot of the har that lieth before the Ben Hinnom
Valley, and which is in the Emek Repha'im on the north, and descended to the Hinnom
Valley, to the south of the Yevusi, and descended to Ein-Rogel,

17And ran from the north, and went to Ein Shemesh, and went toward Gelilot, which is
opposite the ascent of Adummim, and descended to the Even Bohan ben Reuven,

18And passed along toward the slope opposite Aravah northward, and went down unto
the Aravah;

19And the boundary passed along to the slope of Beit-Choglah northward; and the end
of the boundary was at the north bay of the Yam HaMelach (the Salt Sea, the Dead Sea) at
the south end of the Yarden; this was the southern boundary.

20And the Yarden was the boundary of it on the east side. This was the nachalah of the
Bnei Binyamin, to its boundaries all around, according to their mishpekhot.

21Now the towns of the tribe of the Bnei Binyamin according to their mishpekhot were
Yericho, and Beit-Choglah, and the valley of Ketzitz,

22And Beit HaAravah, and Tzemarayim, and Beit-El,
23And Avim, and Parah, and Ophrah,
24And Kephar Haammonah, and Ophni, and Gaba; 12 towns with their villages.
25Giv'on, and Ramah, and Be'erot,
26AndMitzpeh, and Kephirah, andMotzah,
27And Rekem, and Yirpe'el, and Taralah,
28AndTzelah, Eleph, andYevusi,which isYerushalayim,Givat, andKiryat; 14 townswith

their villages. This is the nachalah of the Bnei Binyamin according to their mishpekhot.

19
1 And the second goral (lot) came to Shim'on, even for the tribe of the Bnei Shim'on

according to their mishpekhot; and their nachalah was within the nachalah of the Bnei
Yehudah.

2And they had in their nachalah Be'er-Sheva, and Sheva, andMoladah,
3And Chatzar Shual, and Balah, and Etzem,
4And Eltolad, and Beitul, and Chormah,
5And Tziklag, and Beit-HaMarkavot, and Chatzar Susah,
6And Beit-Levaot, and Sharuchen; 13 towns and their villages;
7Ayin, Rimmon, and Eter, and Ashan; 4 towns and their villages;
8And all the villages that were around these towns as far as Ba'alat Be'er, Ramat Negev.

This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Shim'on according to their mishpekhot.
9 Out of the chevel (portion, lot) of the Bnei Yehudah was the nachalah of the Bnei

Shim'on; for the chelek of the Bnei Yehudah was too much for them; therefore the Bnei
Shim'on had their nachalah within the nachalah of them.

10And the third goral came up for the Bnei Zevulun according to their mishpekhot; and
the boundary of their nachalah was as far as Sarid;

11And their boundary went up to the west, and Maralah, and reached to Dabeshet, and
reached to the wadi that is opposite Yokne'am;

12And turned from Sarid eastward toward the rising of the shemesh unto the territory
of Kislot Tavor, and then goeth out to Dovrat, and goeth up to Yaphia,

13And from there passeth on along on the east to Gat-Chepher, to Et-Katzin, and goeth
out to Rimmon being bent unto Neah;

14And the boundary goes around it on the north to Chanaton; and ends at the valley of
Yiphtach-El;

15And Kattat, and Nahalal, and Shimron, and Yidalah, and Beit-Lechem; 12 towns with
their villages.

16 This is the nachalah of the Bnei Zevulun according to their mishpekhot, these towns
with their villages.

17And the fourth goral came out to Yissakhar, for the Bnei Yissakhar according to their
mishpekhot.

18And their territory was toward Yizre'el, and Kesulot, and Shunem,
19And Chapharayim, and Shi'on, and Anacharat,
20And Rabit, and Kishyon, and Evetz,
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21And Remet, and Ein-Gannim, and Ein-Chaddah, and Beit-Patzetz;
22And the boundary reacheth to Tavor, and Shachatzimah, and Beit-Shemesh; and the

end of their boundary was at the Yarden; 16 towns with their villages.
23This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Yissakhar according to their mishpekhot,

the towns and their villages.
24And the fifth goral came out for the tribe of Bnei Asher according to theirmishpekhot.
25And their territory was Chelkat, and Chali, and Beten, and Akhshaph,
26And Alammelech, and Amad, and Mish'al; and reacheth to Carmel westward, and to

Shichor-Livnat;
27 And turneth toward the rising of the shemesh toward Beit-Dagon, and reacheth to

Zevulun, and to the valley of Yiphtach-El toward the north side of Beit Emek, and Ne'i'el,
and goeth out to Kavul on the north,

28And Evron, and Rechov, and Chammon, and Kanah, even as far as Tzidon Rabbah;
29 And then the boundary turneth to Ramah, and to the fortress-city of Tzor; and the

boundary turneth to Chosah; and the end thereof is at the Yam* in the region of Akhziv;
30Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rechov; 22 towns with their villages.
31This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Asher according to theirmishpekhot, these

towns with their villages.
32The sixth goral came out to the Bnei Naphtali, even for the Bnei Naphtali according to

their mishpekhot.
33And their boundary ran from Cheleph, from Elon in Tza'anannim, Adami-Nekev, and

Yavne'el, unto Lakum; and ended at the Yarden;
34And the boundary ran westward to Aznot Tavor, and goeth out from there to Chukok,

and reacheth to Zevulun on the south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west side, and to
Yehudah upon the Yarden toward the rising of the shemesh.

35And the fortified cities are Tzidim, Tzer, and Chammat, Rakat, and Kinneret,
36And Adamah, and Ramah, and Chatzor,
37And Kedesh, and Edre'i, and Ein Chatzor,
38 And Yiron, and Migdal-El, Chorem, and Beit-Anat, and Beit-Shemesh; 19 towns with

their villages.
39 This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Naphtali according to their mishpekhot,

the towns and their villages.
40 And the seventh goral came out for the tribe of the Bnei Dan according to their

mishpekhot.
41And the territory of their nachalah was Tzorah, and Eshta'ol, and Ir Shemesh,
42And Shaalabbin, and Ayalon, and Yitlah,
43And Elon, and Timnah, and Ekron,
44And Eltekeh, and Gibeton, and Ba'alat,
45And Yehud, and Bnei Berak, and Gat-Rimmon,
46And Yarkon, and Rakkon, with the boundary facing Yafo.
47And the territory of the Bnei Danwent out being too small for them; therefore theBnei

Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and took it, and struck it down with the edge of the
cherev, and possessed it, and dwelt therein, and called LeshemDan, after the shem of Dan
their av.

48This is the nachalah of the tribe of the Bnei Dan according to their mishpekhot, these
towns with their villages.

49When they had made an end of dividing HaAretz for nachalah by their portions, the
Bnei Yisroel gave a nachalah to Yehoshua ben Nun among them.

50According to the DevarHASHEM they gave him the Ir forwhich he asked, even Timnat-
Serach inMt Ephrayim; and he built the town, and dwelt therein.

51 These are hanechalot (the inheritances), which El'azar HaKohen, and Yehoshua ben
Nun, and the Roshei HaAvot of the tribes of the Bnei Yisroel, distributed by lot in Shiloh
before HASHEM, at the petach of the Ohel Mo'ed. So they made an end of dividing up
HaAretz.

20
1HASHEM also spoke unto Yehoshua, saying,
2 Speak to the Bnei Yisroel, saying, Designate for you cities of refuge, whereof I spoke

unto you by the yadMoshe:
3 That the slayer that killeth any nefesh unawares and unwittingly may flee there; and

they shall be your refuge from the Go'el HaDahm.

* 19:29Mediterranean
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4Andwhen he that doth flee unto one of those cities shall stand at the petach (entrance)
of the sha'ar ha'ir, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the zekenim of that city, they
shall admit him into the Ir unto them, and give him a makom, that he may dwell among
them.

5And if the Go'el HaDahm pursue after him, then they shall not surrender the slayer up
into his yad; because he struck his neighbor unwittingly, and not with malice against him
beforetime.

6And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before HaEdah L'Mishpat, and until the
Mot of the HaKohen HaGadol that shall be in those yamim; then shall the slayer return,
and come unto his own city, and unto his own bais, unto the Ir fromwhence he fled.

7And they appointedKedesh in theGalil inHarNaphtali and Shechem inHar Ephrayim,
and Kiryat-Arba, which is Chevron, in Har Yehudah.

8And on the other side of the Yarden by Yericho eastward, they assigned Betzer in the
midbar upon the plain out of the tribe of Reuven, and Ramot in Gil'ad out of the tribe of
Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Menasheh.

9 These were the cities designated for kol Bnei Yisroel, and for the stranger that
sojournethamong them, thatwhosoeverkillethanynefeshunawaresmightflee there, and
not die by the yad of the Go'el HaDahm, until he stood before HaEdah.

21
1Then camenear the Rashei Avot Levi'imunto El'azarHaKohen, andunto Yehoshuaben

Nun, and unto the Rashei Avot of the tribes of the Bnei Yisroel;
2And they spoke unto them at Shiloh in Eretz Kena'an, saying, HASHEM commanded by

the yadMoshe to give us towns to dwell in, with themigrashim thereof for our livestock.
3And the Bnei Yisroel gave unto the Levi'im out of their nachalah, at the commandment

of HASHEM, these towns and their migrashim.
4 And the goral (lot) came out for the mishpekhot of the Kehati. And the Bnei Aharon

HaKohen, which were of the Levi'im, had by lot 13 towns out of the tribe of Yehudah, and
out of the tribe of Shim'on, and out of the tribe of Binyamin.

5 And the rest of the Bnei Kehat had by goral out of the mishpekhot of the tribe of
Ephrayim, and out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of Menasheh, 10 towns.

6 And the Bnei Gershon had by goral out of the mishpekhot of the tribe of Yissakhar,
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half-tribe of
Menasheh in Bashan, 13 towns.

7TheBneiMerari by theirmishpekhot had out of the tribe of Reuven, and out of the tribe
of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zevulun, 12 towns.

8And the Bnei Yisroel gave by goral unto the Levi'im these towns with their migrashim,
just as HASHEM commanded by the yadMoshe.

9And they allotted out of the tribe of the Bnei Yehudah, and out of the tribe of the Bnei
Shim'on, these towns which are here called b'shem (by name),

10Which the Bnei Aharon, being of the mishpekhot of the Kehati, who were of the Bnei
Levi, had; for theirs was the goral rishonah.

11 And they gave them Kiryat-Arba (Arba, Avi HaAnak), which is Chevron, in the har
Yehudah, with themigrash (pastureland) thereof around it.

12But the sadeh haIr, and the villages thereof, they gave to Kalev ben Yephunneh for his
achuzzah (possession, property, estate).

13 Thus they gave to the Bnei Aharon HaKohen Chevron with its migrash, to be an Ir
Miklat HaRotzeiach (City of Refuge of the Slayer); and Livnah with its migrash,

14And Yatir with its migrashim, and Eshtemo'a with its migrash,
15And Cholon with its migrash, and Devir with its migrash,
16 And Ayin with its migrash, and Yutah with its migrash, and Beit-Shemesh with its

migrash; 9 towns out of those two shevatim (tribes).
17And out of the tribe of Binyamin, Giv'on with its migrash, Geva with its migrash,
18Anatot with its migrash, and Almonwith its migrash; 4 towns.
19All the towns of the Bnei Aharon, the Kohanim, were 13 towns with their migrash.
20And themishpekhot of the Bnei Kehat, the Levi'imwhich remained of the Bnei Kehat,

even they had the towns of their goral out of the tribe of Ephrayim.
21 For they gave them Shechem with its migrash in har Ephrayim, to be an Ir Miklat

HaRotzeiach; and Gezer with its migrash,
22And Kivtzayimwith its migrash, and Beit-Choron with its migrash; 4 towns.
23And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with its migrash, Gibeton with its migrash,
24Ayalon with its migrash, Gat-Rimmonwith its migrash; 4 towns.
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25Andout of thehalf-tribe ofMenasheh, Ta'nakhwith itsmigrash, andGat-Rimmonwith
its migrash; 2 towns.

26 All the towns were 10 with their migrash for the mishpekhot of the Bnei Kehat that
remained.

27And unto the Bnei Gershon, of the mishpekhot Levi'im, out of the other half tribe of
Menasheh they gave Golan in Bashan with its migrash, to be an Ir Miklat HaRotzeiach;
and Be'eshterah with its migrash; 2 towns.

28And out of the tribe of Yissakhar, Kishyon with its migrash, Dovrat with its migrash,
29Yarmut with its migrash, Ein-Gannimwith its migrash; 4 towns.
30And out of the tribe of Asher, Mish'al with its migrash, Avdonwith its migrash,
31Chelkat with its migrash, and Rechov with its migrash; 4 towns.
32And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in the Galil with itsmigrash, to be an IrMiklat

HaRotzeiach; and Chammot Dor with its migrash, and Kartan with its migrash; 3 towns.
33All the towns of the Gershuni according to theirmishpekhot were 13 townswith their

migrash.
34 And unto the mishpekhot Bnei Merari, the rest of the Levi'im, out of the tribe of

Zevulun, Yokne'amwith its migrash, and Kartah with its migrash,
35Dimnahwith its migrash, Nahalal with its migrash; 4 towns.
[36] Andout of the tribe of Reuven, Betzerwith itsmigrash, andYahtzahwith itsmigrash,

[37] Kedemot with its migrash, andMepha'at with its migrash; 4 towns.
36 And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramot in Gil'ad with its migrash, to be an Ir Miklat

HaRotzeiach; andMachanayimwith its migrash,
37Cheshbonwith its migrash, Yazer with its migrash; 4 towns in all.
38So all the towns for the BneiMerari by theirmishpekhot, whichwere remaining of the

mishpekhot Levi'im, were by their goral 12 towns.
39All the towns of the Levi'im within the achuzzat Bnei Yisroel (possession, estate of the

Sons of Israel)were 48 towns with their migrashim.
40 These towns were every one with their migrash around them; thus were all these

towns.
41HASHEM gave unto Yisroel Kol HaAretz which He swore to give unto their Avot; and

they possessed it, and dwelt therein.
42And HASHEM gave them manoach (rest, peace) on every side, according to all that He

sworeunto their Avot; and there stoodnot amanof all their enemies before them;HASHEM
delivered all their enemies into their yad.

43Therenaphal (failed, fell)not davarmikol hadavarhatov (anypromise fromall thegood
promises)whichHASHEMhadspokenuntoBaisYisroel; hakolbo (all came, all cametopass).

22
1Then Yehoshua summoned the Reuveni, and the Gadi, and the half-tribe of Menasheh,
2 And said unto them, Ye have been shomer over all that Moshe Eved HASHEM com-

manded you, and have obeyedmy voice in all that I commanded you;
3 Ye have not deserted your achim these yamim rabbim to yom hazeh, but have been

shomer over the mishmeret mitzvat HASHEM Eloheichem (charge, duty of the command-
ment ofHASHEMyour G-d.)

4 And now HASHEM Eloheichem hath given manoach unto your achim, just as He
promised them; thereforenowreturnye, and get youunto your ohalim, andunto theEretz
Achuz-zatechem, whichMoshe eved HASHEM gave you on the other side of the Yarden.

5 But be shomer to do the mitzvah and the torah, which Moshe Eved HASHEM charged
you, to loveHASHEMEloheichem, and towalk in all the darkheiHASHEM,* and tobe shomer
mitzvot regarding His commandments, and to have deveykus (attachment, cleavimg to G-
d) toHim, and to serveHim in avodas [kodesh]with kol levavchemuvkhol nafshechem (all
your heart, with all your nefesh).

6SoYehoshuagave themabrocha, and sent themaway; and theywentunto their ohalim.
7Now to the one half of the tribe of Menasheh Moshe had given possession in Bashan;

but unto the other half thereof gave Yehoshua among their achim on this side Yarden
westward. Andwhen Yehoshua sent themaway also unto their ohalim, then he gave them
a brocha.

8And he spoke unto them, saying, Return with nekasim rabbin (many possessions) unto
your ohalim, and with mikneh rav me'od (very much cattle), with kesef, and with zahav,

* 22:5 see Ac 21:21
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and with nechoshet, and with barzel (iron), and with very much selamot (clothes); divide
the plunder of your enemies with your achim.

9And the Bnei Reuven and the Bnei Gad and the half-tribe of Menasheh returned, and
departed from the Bnei Yisroel at Shiloh, which is in Eretz Kena'an, to go unto Eretz Gil'ad,
to the Eretz Achuzzatam (the land of their possession, estate), whereof they had taken as a
possession, according to the word of HASHEM by the yadMoshe.

10And when they came unto the Gelilot of the Yarden, that is in eretz Kena'an, the Bnei
Reuven and the Bnei Gad and the half-tribe of Menasheh built there a mizbe'ach by the
Yarden, a mizbe'ach gadol in appearance.

11 And the Bnei Yisroel heard, Hinei, the Bnei Reuven and the Bnei Gad and the half-
tribe of Menasheh have built a mizbe'ach at the edge of Eretz Kena'an, in the region of the
Yarden, on the side belonging to the Bnei Yisroel.

12And when the Bnei Yisroel heard of it, the kol Adat Bnei Yisroel gathered themselves
together at Shiloh, to go up to war against them.

13And the Bnei Yisroel sent unto the Bnei Reuven, and to the Bnei Gad, and to the half-
tribe of Menasheh, into Eretz Gil'ad, Pinchas ben El'azar the Kohen,

14Andwith him ten nasi'im, one each of the bais av for all the tribes of Yisroel; and each
one was a Rosh Bais Avotam among the Alephei Yisroel.

15 And they came unto the Bnei Reuven, and to the Bnei Gad, and to the half-tribe of
Menasheh, unto Eretz Gil'ad, and they spoke with them, saying,

16 Thus saith the Kol Adat HASHEM, What ma'al (trespass, disobedience, breach of faith,
treachery, breaking faith) is this that ye have committed against the Elohei Yisroel, to turn
away this day from following HASHEM, in that ye have built you amizbe'ach, that yemight
rebel this day against HASHEM?

17 Is the avon Pe'or too little for us, from which we are not tahor until this day, even
though there was the negef (plague) in the Adat HASHEM,

18But that ye must turn away this day from following HASHEM? And it will be, seeing ye
rebel hayom (today) against HASHEM, that machar (tomorrow) He will be angry with the
kol Adat Yisroel.

19 Notwithstanding, if the eretz achuzzatechem be tamei (unclean), then pass ye over
unto the eretz achuzzat HASHEM, wherein HASHEMʼs Mishkan dwelleth, and take posses-
sion among us; but rebel not against HASHEM, nor rebel against us, in building you a
mizbe'ach other than themizbe'ach HASHEM Eloheinu.

20DidnotAchanbenZerachbreak faith in the cherem, andketzef (wrath) fell on kolAdat
Yisroel? And that ish perished not alone in his avon (iniquity).

21Then theBnei Reuven and theBnei Gad and the half-tribe ofMenasheh answered, and
said unto the Rashei Alephei Yisroel,

22 El Elohim, HASHEM El Elohim, He knoweth, and Yisroel shall have da'as; if it be in
mered (rebellion), or if inma'al against HASHEM, al toshieini hayomhazeh (save us not this
day),

23That we have built us a mizbe'ach to turn away from following HASHEM, or if to offer
thereon olah orminchah, or if to offer zivkhei shelamim thereon, let HASHEMHimself call
it to account;

24No, rather have we not done it for fear, for this reason, saying, In time to come your
banim might speak unto our banim, saying, What have ye to do with HASHEM Elohei
Yisroel?

25 For HASHEM hath made the Yarden a boundary between us and you, ye Bnei Reuven
and Bnei Gad; ye have no chelek in HASHEM; so might your banimmake our banim cease
from fearing HASHEM.

26Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to build us the mizbe'ach, not for olah nor for
zevach,

27But that itmaybeaned (witness)betweenus, andyou, anddoroteinu (ourgenerations)
after us, that we might do the avodas HASHEM before Him with oloteinu, and with
zevakheinu, and with shelameinu; that your banim may not say to our banim in time to
come, Ye have no chelek in HASHEM.

28Thereforewe said, that it shall be,when they should so say tous or to doroteinu in time
to come, that we may say again, See the tavnit (pattern, replica) of the mizbe'ach HASHEM,
which Avoteinu built, not for olah, nor for zevach; but it is an ed (witness) between us and
you.

29 Chalilah lanu (far be it from us) that we should rebel against HASHEM, and turn today
from following HASHEM, to build a mizbe'ach for olah, for minchah, or for zevach, other
than theMizbe'ach HASHEM Eloheinu that is before His Mishkan.
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30And when Pinchas HaKohen, and the nasi'im of the Edah and Rashei Alephei Yisroel
whichwerewithhim, heard thewords that theBnei Reuvenand theBneiGad and theBnei
Menasheh spoke, it pleased them.

31AndPinchas ben El'azarHaKohen said unto the Bnei Reuven, and to the Bnei Gad, and
to the BneiMenasheh, Todaywe have da'as that HASHEM is among us, because ye have not
broken faith with HASHEM; now ye have saved the Bnei Yisroel out of the yad HASHEM.

32And Pinchas ben El'azar HaKohen, and the nasi'im, returned from the Bnei Reuven,
and from the Bnei Gad, out of Eretz Gil'ad, unto Eretz Kena'an, to the Bnei Yisroel, and
reported thematter unto them.

33And the thing pleased theBnei Yisroel; and theBnei Yisroelmade brochaunto Elohim,
and spoke nomore about going up against them in battle, to destroy HaAretz wherein the
Bnei Reuven and Gad dwelt.

34 And the Bnei Reuven and the Bnei Gad called the mizbe'ach Ed (Witness), for it is
between us that HASHEM is HaElohim.

23
1And it came to pass yamim rabbimafterHASHEMhad givenmanoach unto Yisroel from

all their surrounding enemies, that Yehoshua was zaken and advanced in days.
2And Yehoshua called for Kol Yisroel, and for their zekenim, and for their Rashim, and

for their Shofetim, and for their Shoterim, and said unto them, I am zaken and advanced
in days;

3And ye have seen all that HASHEM Eloheichem hath done unto all these Goyim for your
sakes; for HASHEM Eloheichem is He that hath fought for you.

4 Remember I have allotted unto you these Goyim that remain, to be a nachalah for
your shvatim, from the Yarden, even kol HaGoyim that I have cut off, even unto the Yam
HaGadol* toward the setting of the shemesh.

5And HASHEM Eloheichem, He shall expel them from before you, and drive them from
outofyour sight; andye shall possess their land, just asHASHEMEloheichemhathpromised
unto you.

6Therefore chazak! Be very courageous to be shomer and to do all that is written in the
Sefer TorahMoshe, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right or to the left;

7 That ye come not among these Goyim, these that remain among you; neither make
mention of the shem of eloheihem, nor have to swear by them, neither serve them, nor
bow down unto them;

8But have deveykus unto HASHEM Eloheichem, just as ye have done unto this day.
9 For HASHEM hath driven out from before you Goyim Gedolim and atzumim (powerful

ones); but as for you, noman hath been able to stand before you unto this day.
10 Ish echad of you shall chase eleph; for HASHEM Eloheichem, He it is that fighteth for

you, just as He hath promised you.
11Be shomerme'od therefore unto yourselves, that ye love HASHEM Eloheichem.
12 Else if ye do in anywise turn back, and have deveykus unto the remnant of these

Goyim, even these that remainamongyou, and shall inter-marrywith them, associatewith
them, and they with you;

13Have da'as for a certainty thatHASHEMEloheichemwill nomore drive out any of these
Goyim from before you; but they shall be pach (snares) and mokesh (traps) unto you, and
shot (scourges) on your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish fromoff this adamah
hatovah which HASHEM Eloheichem hath given you.

14 And, hinei, now I am going the derech kol ha'aretz; and ye know in all your hearts
and in all your nefashot, that not one thing hath failed of all the devarim hatovim which
HASHEM Eloheichem promised concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one
thing hath failed thereof.

15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that just as kol hadavar hatov are come upon
you, which HASHEM Eloheichem promised you; so shall HASHEM bring upon you kol
hadavar harah, until He hath destroyed you from off this adamah hatovahwhich HASHEM
Eloheichem hath given you.

16When ye have transgressed the Brit HASHEM Eloheichem, which He commanded you,
and have gone and served elohim acharim, and bowed down yourselves to them; then
shall the Af HASHEM be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off HaAretz
Hatovah which He hath given unto you.

* 23:4Mediterranean Sea
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24
1 And Yehoshua gathered Kol Shivtei Yisroel to Shechem, and called for the Ziknei

Yisroel, and for their Rashim, and for their shofetim, and for their shoterim; and they
presented themselves before HaElohim.

2 And Yehoshua said unto Kol HaAm, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Avoteichem
dwelt on the other side of the* River long ago, even Terach, Avi Avraham, and Avi Nachor:
and they served elohim acherim.

3But I took AvichemAvraham from the other side of the† River, and led him through Kol
Eretz Kena'an, andmultiplied his zera, and gave him Yitzchak.

4And I gave unto Yitzchak Ya'akov and Esav; and I gave unto Esav Mt Se'ir, to possess it;
but Ya'akov and his banimwent down into Mitzrayim.

5 I sent Moshe also and Aharon, and I plagued Mitzrayim, according to that which I did
among them; and afterward I brought you out.

6 And I brought Avoteichem out of Mitzrayim; and ye came unto the Yam [Suf]; the
Mitzrayim pursued after Avoteichemwith chariots and parashim unto the Yam Suf.

7And when they cried unto HASHEM, He put darkness between you and the Mitzrayim,
and brought the yam upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seenwhat I have
done inMitzrayim; and ye dwelt in themidbar yamim rabbim.

8And I brought you into the Eretz HaEmori, the ones dwelling on the other side of the
Yarden; they fought against you; I gave them into your yad, that ye might possess their
land; I destroyed them from before you.

9Then Balak ben Tzippor Melech Moav arose and warred against Yisroel, and sent and
summoned Balaam ben Be'or to curse you;

10But IwouldnotpayheeduntoBalaam; thereforehemadeabrochaoveryou; so I saved
you out of his yad.

11And youwent over the Yarden, and came unto Yericho; and the Ba'alei Yericho fought
against you, and HaEmori, and the Perizzi, and the Kena'ani, and the Chitti, and the
Girgashi, the Chivi, and the Yevusi; and I gave them into your yad.

12And I sent the tzirah (hornet) before you, which drove themout ahead of you, even the
twomelachim of the Emori; but not with thy cherev, nor with thy keshet.

13 So I have given you an Eretz for which ye did not toil, and towns which ye built not,
and ye dwell in them; kramim and zetim (olive groves)which ye eat but did not plant.

14Now therefore fear HASHEM, serve Him batamim (completely) and in emes; put away
the elohimwhichAvoteichem served on the other side of the‡River, and inMitzrayim; and
serve ye HASHEM.

15And if it seem rah unto you to serve HASHEM, choose you this day whom yewill serve;
whether the elohim which Avoteichem served that were on the other side of the River,
or the elohei HaEmori, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my bais, we will serve
HASHEM.

16 And the people answered and said, Chalilah lanu (far be it from us) that we should
forsake HASHEM, to serve elohim acharim;

17ForHASHEMEloheinu, He it is that brought us up andAvoteinu out of EretzMitzrayim,
from the bais avadim, andwhich did those haotot hagedolot in our sight, andwas shomer
over us in kol HaDerech in which we went, and among Kol HaAmim through whom we
passed;

18 And HASHEM drove out from before us Kol HaAmim, even HaEmori which dwelt in
HaAretz; therefore will we also serve HASHEM; for He is Eloheinu.

19And Yehoshua said unto HaAm, Ye are not able to serve HASHEM; for He is an Elohim
Kedoshim; He is an El Kanno (jealous G-d); He will not forgive your paysha'im nor your
chattot.

20 If ye forsake HASHEM, and serve elohei nekhar (foreign g-ds), then He will turn and
bring you rah, and consume you, after that He hath done you tov.

21And HaAm said unto Yehoshua, No; but we will serve HASHEM.
22 And Yehoshua said unto HaAm, Ye are edim against yourselves that ye have chosen

for you HASHEM, to serve Him. And they said, We are edim.
23Now therefore put away, said he, the elohei hanecharwhich are among you, and yield

your levav unto HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.
24AndHaAm said unto Yehoshua, HASHEM Eloheinuwill we serve, andHis voicewill we

obey.

* 24:2 Euphrates † 24:3 Euphrates ‡ 24:14 Euphrates



YEHOSHUA 24:25 253 YEHOSHUA 24:33

25 So Yehoshua made a Brit with HaAm that day, and set them a chok and a mishpat at
Shechem.

26AndYehoshuawrote thesewords in theSeferTorahElohim, and tookanEvenGedolah,
and set it up there under an oak, that was near theMikdash HASHEM.

27 And Yehoshua said unto kol HaAm, Hinei, this Even (Stone) shall be as an edah
(witness) unto us; for it hath heard all the words of HASHEM which He spoke unto us; it
shall be therefore as an edah (witness) unto you, lest ye are untrue to Eloheichem.

28 So Yehoshua sent HaAm away, everyman unto his nachalah.
29 And it came to pass after these things, that Yehoshua ben Nun Eved HASHEM, died,

being an hundred and ten years old.
30And they buried him in the territory of his nachalah in Timnat-Serach, which is in har

Ephrayim, north of Mt Ga'ash.
31And Yisroel served HASHEM all the days of Yehoshua, and all the days of the Zekenim

that outlived Yehoshua, and which had da'as of kol ma'asei HASHEM, that He had done for
Yisroel.

32And the atzmot Yosef, which the Bnei Yisroel brought up out ofMitzrayim, they buried
at Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Ya'akov bought of the Bnei Chamor Av Shechem
for a hundred pieces of silver: and it became the nachalah of the Bnei Yosef.

33And El'azar ben Aharon died; and they buried him on a hill that belonged to Pinchas
his son, which was given him in har Ephrayim.
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Shofetim
1Nowafter themotYehoshua it came topass, that theBnei Yisroel askedHASHEM, saying,

Who shall go up for us against the Kena'ani first, to fight against him?*
2And HASHEM said, Yehudah shall go up; hinei, I have delivered HaAretz into his yad.
3And Yehudah said unto Shim'on his brother, Come up with me into my goral (lot), and

wewill fight against theKena'ani; and I likewisewill gowith thee into thy goral. So Shim'on
went with him.

4And Yehudah went up; and HASHEM delivered the Kena'ani and the Perizzi into their
yad; and they struck them down at Bezek ten thousand ish.

5 And they found Adoni-Bezek at Bezek; and they fought against him, and they struck
down the Kena'ani and the Perizzi.

6 But Adoni-Bezek fled; and they pursued after him, and caught him, and cut off his
thumbs and his big toes.

7 And Adoni-Bezek said, Threescore and ten melachim, having their thumbs and their
big toes cut off, picked up their scraps under my shulchan; as I have done, so Elohim hath
requitedme. And they brought him to Yerushalayim, and there he died.

8Now the Bnei Yehudah had fought against Yerushalayim, and had taken it, and put it to
the edge of the cherev, and set eish to the Ir.

9And afterward the Bnei Yehudahwent down to fight against the Kena'ani that dwelt in
the har, and in the Negev, and in the western foothills.

10 And Yehudah went against the Kena'ani that dwelt in Chevron; (now the shem of
Chevron formerly was Kiryat-Arba); and they struck down Sheshai, and Achiman, and
Talmai.

11And fromthenceYehudahwentagainst the inhabitants ofDevir; and the shemofDevir
formerly was Kiryat-Sepher;

12And Kalev said, He that striketh Kiryat-Sepher, and taketh it, to himwill I give Achsah
my bat as isha.

13And Otniel ben Kenaz, Kalevʼs younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his
bat as isha.

14 And it came to pass, when she came to him, that she urged him to ask of her av the
sadeh; and she dismounted her donkey; and Kalev said unto her, What wilt thou?

15And she said unto him, Give me bracha; since thou hast given me eretz hanegev; give
me also gullot mayim. And Kalev gave her the upper gullot and the lower gullot.

16 And the Bnei Keni, khoten Moshe, went up out of the Ir HaTemarim with the Bnei
Yehudah into themidbar of Yehudah, which lieth in the Negev of Arad; and theywent and
dwelt among the people.

17And Yehudah went with Shim'on his brother, and they struck down the Kena'ani that
inhabited Tzephat, and utterly destroyed it. And the shem of the Ir was called Chormah.

18 Also Yehudah took Azah (Gaza) and the territory thereof, and Ashkelon and the
territory thereof, and Ekron and the territory thereof.

19And HASHEMwas with Yehudah; and he possessed the inhabitants of the hill country;
but could not drive out the inhabitants of the [broad] valley [areas], because they had
chariots of barzel (iron).

20 And they gave Chevron unto Kalev, just as Moshe promised; and he expelled from
there the three Bnei Anak.

21And the Bnei Binyamin did not drive out the Yevusi that inhabited Yerushalayim; and
the Yevusi dwell with the Bnei Binyamin in Yerushalayim unto this day.

22And Bais Yosef, they also went up against Beit-El; and HASHEMwas with them.
23And Bais Yosef sent shomrim (spies) to Beit-El. (Now the shem of the Ir formerly was

Luz.)
24And the shomrim saw an ish come forth out of the Ir, and they said unto him, Showus,

now, the way to enter into the Ir, and wewill show thee chesed.
25And when he showed them the way to enter into the Ir, they struck down the Ir with

the edge of the cherev; but they spared the ish and all his mishpakhah.
26And the ishwent into the eretz HaChittim, and built an Ir, and called the shem thereof

Luz; which is the shem thereof unto this day.
27Neither didMenasheh drive out the Beit-She'an and her villages, nor Ta'nakh and her

villages, nor the inhabitantsofDorandhervillages, nor the inhabitantsofYivle'amandher

* 1:1 them
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villages, nor the inhabitants ofMegiddo andher villages; so theKena'aniwere determined
to dwell in that land.

28 And it came to pass, when Yisroel was chazak, that they put the Kena'ani to forced
labor, and did not utterly drive them out.

29 Neither did Ephrayim drive out the Kena'ani that dwelt in Gezer; but the Kena'ani
dwelt in Gezer among them.

30NeitherdidZevulundriveout the inhabitantsofKitron, nor the inhabitantsofNahalol;
but the Kena'ani dwelt among them, and became subject to forced labor.

31Neither didAsher drive out the inhabitants of Akko, nor the inhabitants of Tzidon, nor
of Achlav, nor of Akhziv, nor of Chelbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rechov;

32But the Asheri dwelt among the Kena'ani, the inhabitants of HaAretz: for they did not
drive them out.

33Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beit-Shemesh, nor the inhabitants of
Beit-Anat; but he dwelt among the Kena'ani, the inhabitants of HaAretz: nevertheless the
inhabitants of Beit-Shemesh and of Beit-Anat were unto them subject to forced labor.

34And theEmori forced theBneiDan into thehill country; for theywouldnot allow them
to come down into the [broad] valley [area];

35But the Emori would dwell in Mt Cheres in Ayalon, and in Sha'albim: yet the yad Bais
Yosef prevailed, so that they became subject to forced labor.

36And the territory of the Emori was from the Akrabbim Ascent and the Rock, upward.

2
1AndMalach HASHEMwent up from Gilgal to Bokhim, and said, I made you to go up out

ofMitzrayim, andhavebrought youuntoHaAretzwhich I sworeuntoyouravot; and I said,
I will never (l'olam) breakMy brit (covenant)with you.

2And ye shall make no brit with the inhabitants of HaAretz HaZot; ye shall throw down
their mizbechot. But ye have not obeyedMy voice; why have ye done this?

3Therefore I said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall flank you in,
and their elohim shall be amokesh unto you.

4And it came to pass, when theMalachHASHEM spoke thesewords unto kol Bnei Yisroel,
that HaAm lifted up their voice, and wept.

5And they called the shemof that place Bokhim; and they sacrificed there untoHASHEM.
6AndwhenYehoshuahad letHaAmgo, theBneiYisroelwent every ishuntohisnachalah

to possess HaAretz.
7AndHaAmservedHASHEMall thedays of Yehoshua, andall thedays of the zekenim that

outlived Yehoshua, who had seen kol ma'aseh HASHEM hagadol, that He did for Yisroel.
8And Yehoshua ben Nun, the Eved HASHEM, died, being a hundred and ten years old.
9 And they buried him in the territory of his nachalah in Timnat-Cheres, in the Har

Ephrayim, on the north side of the Har Ga'ash.
10And also all that dor were gathered unto their avot; and there arose another dor after

them, which had no da'as of HASHEM, nor yet thema'aseh which He had done for Yisroel.
11And the Bnei Yisroel did harah in the sight of HASHEM, and served Ba'alim;
12And they forsookHASHEMElohei Avotam,which brought themout of EretzMitzrayim,

and followed acharei elohim, of the elohei ha'amim that were round about them, and
bowed themselves unto them, and provoked HASHEM to anger.

13And they forsook HASHEM, and served Ba'al and Ashtarot.
14And the Af HASHEM was hot against Yisroel, and He delivered them into the hands of

plunderers that plundered them, and He sold them into the hands of their enemies round
about, that they were not any longer able to stand before their enemies.

15Whenever they went out, the yad HASHEMwas against them for ra'ah, just as HASHEM
had said, and just as HASHEM had sworn unto them; and they were greatly distressed.

16Nevertheless HASHEM raised up Shofetim, which saved them out of the yad of those
that plundered them.

17And yet they would not pay heed unto their Shofetim, but they went a-whoring after
acharei elohim, and bowed themselves unto them; they turned quickly from HaDerech
which their Avot walked in, theWay of obedience to themitzvot HASHEM; but they did not
so.

18And when HASHEM raised them up Shofetim, then HASHEM was with the Shofet, and
saved themout of the yad of their enemies all the days of the Shofet; for it relentedHASHEM
because of their groanings by reason of them that oppressed them and afflicted them.

19And it came to pass, when the Shofet was dead, that they turned again, and corrupted
themselves more than their avot, in following acharei elohim to serve them, and to bow
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down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their derech hakashah
(stubbornway).

20 And the Af HASHEM was hot against Yisroel; and He said, Because this people hath
violated My brit (covenant) which I commanded their Avot, and have not paid heed unto
My voice;

21 I alsowill nothenceforthdriveoutany frombefore themof theGoyimwhichYehoshua
left when he died;

22 That through them I may test Yisroel, whether they will be shomrim Derech HASHEM
to walk therein, just as their Avot were shomer, or no.

23Therefore HASHEM let those Goyim remain, without driving them out hastily; neither
delivered He them into the yad Yehoshua.

3
1 Now these are the Goyim which HASHEM let remain, to test Yisroel by them, even as

many of Yisroel who had not known all the milchamot Kena'an;
2Only so that the dorot of the Bnei Yisroel might have da'as, to teach them milchamah,

such as before knew nothing thereof;
3Namely, five rulers of the Pelishtim (Philistines), and all the Kena'ani, and the Tzidoni,

and the Chivi that dwelt in Har HaLevanon, fromHar Ba'al-Chermon unto the entrance of
Chamat.

4And they were to test Yisroel by them, to knowwhether they would pay heed unto the
Mitzvot HASHEM, which He commanded their Avot by the yadMoshe.

5 And the Bnei Yisroel dwelt among the Kena'ani, Chitti, and Emori, and Perizzi, and
Chivi, and Yevusi;

6And they took their banot to be their nashim, and gave their banot to their banim, and
served their elohim.

7And theBnei Yisroel did evil in the sight ofHASHEM, and forgotHASHEMEloheihem, and
served Ba'alim and the Asherot.

8Therefore theAfHASHEMwashot against Yisroel, andHe sold them into the yadKushan
Rishatayim Melech Aram Naharayim;* and the Bnei Yisroel served Kushan Rishatayim
eight years.

9And when the Bnei Yisroel cried unto HASHEM, HASHEM raised up a Moshia (Deliverer,
Savior) to the Bnei Yisroel, who saved them, even Otniel ben Kenaz, Kalevʼs younger
brother.

10 And the Ruach† of HASHEM came upon him, and he judged Yisroel, and went out to
milchamah; andHASHEM delivered Kushan RishatayimMelech Aram into his yad; and his
yad prevailed against Kushan Rishatayim.

11And the land had rest arba'im shanah. And Otniel ben Kenaz died.
12And the Bnei Yisroel did rah again in the sight of HASHEM; and HASHEM strengthened

EglonMelechMoav against Yisroel, because they had done rah in the sight of HASHEM.
13 And he gathered unto him the Bnei Ammon and Amalek, and went and attacked

Yisroel, and possessed the Ir HaTemarim.
14 So the Bnei Yisroel served EglonMelechMoav eighteen years.
15Butwhen theBnei Yisroel crieduntoHASHEM,HASHEM raised themupaMoshi'a, Ehud

ben Gera, from the tribe of Binyamin, aman left-handed; and by him the Bnei Yisroel sent
a minchah unto EglonMelechMoav.

16But Ehudmade him a cherev which had two edges of a cubit length; and he did gird it
under his raiment upon his right thigh.

17 And he brought the minchah unto Eglon Melech Moav; and Eglon was an ish bari
me'od (very fat man).

18 And when he had made an end to offer the minchah, he sent away the people that
carried theminchah (tribute).

19 But he himself turned back at the pesilim near Gilgal, and said, I have a devar seter
(secret message) for thee O melech; he said, Keep silence! And all that stood by attending
himwent out from him.

20And Ehud came unto him; and hewas sitting in an aliyyat hamekerah (upper room for
cooling), which he had for himself alone. And Ehud said, I have a devar Elohim unto thee.
And he arose out of his seat.

21AndEhudput forth his semol (left hand), and drew the cherev fromhis right thigh, and
thrust it into his belly;

* 3:8 i.e., Upper Mesopotamia † 3:10Hakodesh
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22And even the hilt went in after the blade; and the chelev closed upon the blade, so that
he could not draw the cherev out of his belly; it came out the back.

23ThenEhudwent forth through the fronthall, and shut thedaletot of thealiyyahbehind
him, and locked them.

24Whenhewas gone out, his avadim came; andwhen they saw that, hinei, the daletot of
the aliyyah were locked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet‡ in the chedar hamekerah
(inner cool room).

25And they tarried till bosh (embarrassed); and, hinei, he opened not the daletot of the
aliyyah; therefore they took a mafte'ach (key), and unlocked them; and, hinei, their adon
was fallen on the floor dead.

26 And Ehud escaped while they tarried, and passed beyond the pesilim, and escaped
unto Se'irah.

27And it came to pass, when he arrived, that he blew a shofar in the har Ephrayim, and
the Bnei Yisroel went downwith him from the har, and he before them.

28 And he said unto them, Follow after me; for HASHEM hath delivered your enemies
Moav into your yad. And they went down after him, and took the fords of Yarden toward
Moav, and allowed not an ish to pass over.

29And they struck downMoav at that time about ten thousand ish, all strong ish chayil;
and there escaped not an ish.

30SoMoavwas subdued that day under the yad Yisroel. AndHaAretz had rest fourscore
shanah.

31Andafter himwas Shamgar benAnat, which struck downof the Pelishtim (Philistines)
six hundred ish with an ox goad; and he also saved Yisroel.

4
1And the Bnei Yisroel again did rah in the sight of HASHEM, when Ehudwas dead.
2AndHASHEM sold them into the yad YavinMelech Kena'an, that reigned in Chatzor; the

sar whose tze'va (army)was Sisra, which dwelt in Charoshet HaGoyim.
3 And the Bnei Yisroel cried unto HASHEM; for he had nine hundred chariots of barzel

(iron); and twenty shanah he oppressed chazakah the Bnei Yisroel.
4And isha Devorah, a neviah, the eshet Lapidot, judged Yisroel at that time.
5 And she held court under the Tomer Devorah between Ramah and Beit-El in har

Ephrayim; Bnei Yisroel came up to her for mishpat.
6And she sent and called Barak benAvinoamout of KedeshNaphtali, and said unto him,

Hath not HASHEM Elohei Yisroel commanded, saying, Go and take position at Har Tavor,
and take with thee ten thousand ish of the Bnei Naphtali and of the Bnei Zevulun?

7And Iwill lure unto thee to the riverKishon the sar Tze'va Yavin, Sisra,with his chariots
and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine yad.

8And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt not go
withme, then I will not go.

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee; notwithstanding the derech of thee shall not
take thee to thy teferet (honor); for HASHEM shall sell Sisra into the yad of an isha. And
Devorah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh.

10 And Barak summoned Zevulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and he went up with ten
thousand ish at his feet; and Devorah went up with him.

11NowChever the Keni, whichwas of the Bnei Chovav the khotenMoshe, had separated
from the Kayin,* and encamped his ohel unto the oak at Tza'anannim, which is near
Kedesh.

12And they told Sisra that Barak ben Avinoamwas gone up to Har Tavor.
13 And Sisra gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of barzel

(iron), and kol haAm that were with him, from Charoshet HaGoyim unto the river Kishon.
14And Devorah said unto Barak, Go! For this is the day in which HASHEM hath delivered

Sisra into thine yad. Is not HASHEM gone out before thee? So Barak went down from Har
Tavor, and ten thousand ish after him.

15And HASHEM routed Sisra, and all his chariots, and kol hamachaneh, with the edge of
the cherevbeforeBarak; so that Sisra got down fromhismerkavah (chariot), andfledaway
on foot.

16 But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after the machaneh, as far as Charoshet
HaGoyim; and kol machaneh Sisra fell by the edge of the cherev; and there was not aman
left.

‡ 3:24 i.e. relieves himself * 4:11 other Keni
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17Howbeit Sisra fled away on foot to the ohel Ya'el the isha of Chever the Keni; for there
was shalom between YavinMelech Chatzor and the Bais Chever Keni.

18And Ya'el went out tomeet Sisra, and said unto him, Turn in, adoni, stay withme; fear
not. And when he had entered with her into the ohel, she covered himwith a covering.

19And he said unto her, Give me, now, a little mayim to drink; for I am thirsty. And she
opened a skin of cholov, and gave him drink, and covered him.

20Again he said unto her, Stand at the petach haohel, and it shall be, when any ish doth
come and inquire of thee, and say, Is there any ish here? — thou shalt say, No.

21 Then Ya'el eshet Chever took a yetad haohel (tent peg), and took a makevet (hammer)
in her yad, andwent softly unto him, and drove the yetad into his temple, and stuck it into
the ground; for he was fast asleep exhausted. So he died.

22 And, hinei, as Barak pursued Sisra, Ya'el came out to meet him, and said unto him,
Come, and I will show thee the ish whom thou seekest. And when he came into her ohel,
hinei, Sisra lay dead, and the yetad was in his temple.

23 So Elohim subdued on that day YavinMelech Kena'an before the Bnei Yisroel.
24And theyadBnei Yisroel prospered, andprevailed against YavinMelechKena'an, until

they had destroyed YavinMelech Kena'an.

5
1Then sang Devorah and Barak ben Avinoam on that day, saying,

2Barachu HASHEM that
the strong in Yisroel put forth strength,
that the people willingly offered themselves.
3Hear, O yemelachim;
give ear, O ye rozenim (princes);
I, even I, will sing unto HASHEM;
I will makemusic to HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.
4HASHEM, when Thouwentest out from Se'ir,
when Thoumarchedst out of the sadeh Edom,
Eretz trembled,
HaShomayim poured,
clouds also poured downmayim.
5The harim quaked at the presence of HASHEM,
this Sinai before HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.
6 In the days of Shamgar ben Anat,
in the days of Ya'el, the roads were abandoned,
and the travellers walked the byways.
7The warrior ceased, they ceased in Yisroel,
until I, Devorah, arose,
I Em B'Yisroel arose.
8They chose elohim chadashim
then was war at the she'arim (gates);
was there amogen or spear to be seen
among forty thousand in Yisroel?
9My lev is toward the ones ruling in Yisroel,
that offered themselves willingly among the people.
Barachu HASHEM.
10Reflect,
ye that ride on white donkeys,
ye that sit on carpets,
and you whowalk on the derech.
11The voice of the archers
in the place of drawingmayim,
there shall they rehearse the Tzidkot HASHEM,
even the Tzidkot of His warriors in Yisroel;
then shall HaAmHASHEM
go down to the she'arim.
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12Awake, awake, Devorah;
awake, awake, break out in song;
arise, Barak, and lead captive
thy captives, thou ben Avinoam.
13Then came down a sarid (remnant)
of the nobles to the nation;
the people of HASHEM came down
tome as gibborim.
14Out of Ephrayimwas their shoresh against Amalek;
after thee, Binyamin, among thy people;
out of Machir came downmekhokekim (law givers),
and out of Zevulun they that hold the shevet of the sofer (scribe).
15And the sarim of Yissakhar were with Devorah;
Yissakhar was with Barak;
he rushed at his feet into the emek.
Among the divisions of Reuven
there were gedolim chikkei lev (great indecisions of heart).
16Why abodest thou among themishpetayim (sheepfolds),
to hear the bleatings of the flocks?
Among the divisions of Reuven
there were great indecisions of heart.
17Gil'ad abode beyond Yarden;
and why did Dan linger by oniyyot?
Asher remained on the seacoast,
and dwelt by his landings.
18Zevulun and Naphtali were a people
that risked their nefesh unto the death
in the high places of the sadeh.
19Themelachim came and fought,
then fought themelachim of Kena'an
at Ta'anakh by the waters of Megiddo;
they took no plunder of kesef.
20They fought from Shomayim;
the kokhavim in their courses
fought Sisra.
21The Kishon River swept them away,
that nachal kedumim, the Kishon River.
Omy nefesh, march onwith oz!
22Thenwere the ikvei sus (horse hooves) galloping,
the prancings of hooves,
the prancings of their mighty steeds.
23Curse Meroz, said theMalach HASHEM,
curse bitterly the inhabitants thereof;
because they came not to the ezrat HASHEM,
to the help of HASHEM, against the gibborim.
24Blessed above nashim shall Ya'el
eshet Chever the Keni be,
blessed shall she be above nashim in the ohel.
25He askedmayim, and she gave him cholov;
she brought forth curds in a nobleʼs dish.
26 She put her yad to the yated,
and her right hand to the workmanʼs hammer;
and with the hammer she struck Sisra, she crushed his rosh,
when she had shattered and pierced his temple.
27At her feet he bowed,
he fell, he lay down;
at her feet he bowed, he fell;
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where he bowed, sham (there) he fell down dead.
28The Em Sisra looked out through the chalon (window),
and cried through the lattice,
Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why tarry the wheels of his marekevot (chariots)?
29Her chachemot sarot (wisest ladies) answered her,
indeed, she repeats to herself her words,
30Are they not finding and dividing the prey;
to every gever a girl or two;
for Sisra colorful garments as plunder,
a plunder of dyed work embroidered, of divers colors of needlework on both sides,
fit for the necks of them that take the spoil?
31 So let all thine enemies perish, HASHEM;
but let them that love Him be
as the shemesh in its gevurah.

And HaAretz had rest arba'im shanah.

6
1And the Bnei Yisroel did evil in the sight of HASHEM; HASHEM delivered them into the

yadMidyan* sheva shanim.
2And the yadMidyan prevailed against Yisroel; and because of Midyan the Bnei Yisroel

made them dens in themountains, and caves, and strongholds.
3And so it was, when Yisroel had sown, thatMidyan came up, and Amalek, and the Bnei

Kedem, even they came up against them;
4And they encampedagainst them, anddestroyed the increase of ha'aretz, till thou come

unto Azah (Gaza), and left no sustenance for Yisroel, neither seh, nor ox, nor donkey.
5For they cameupwith their cattle and their ohalim, and they came as a swarmof arbeh

formultitude; for both they and their camelswerewithout number; and they entered into
ha'aretz to destroy it.

6And Yisroel was greatly impoverished because of Midyan; and the Bnei Yisroel cried
unto HASHEM.

7And it came to pass, when the Bnei Yisroel cried unto HASHEM because of Midyan,
8 That HASHEM sent an ish navi unto the Bnei Yisroel, which said unto them, Thus saith

HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, I brought you up fromMitzrayim, and brought you forth out of the
bais avadim (house of bondage);

9And I delivered you out of the yad Mitzrayim, and out of the yad of all that oppressed
you, and drove them out from before you, and gave you their land;

10And I said unto you, I amHASHEMEloheichem; fear not the elohei HaEmori (g-ds of the
Amorites), in whose land ye dwell; but ye have not obeyedMy voice.

11And there cameMalachHASHEM, and sat under a terebinth treewhichwas in Ophrah,
that belonged unto Yoash the Aviezri; and bno Gid'on threshed chittim (wheat) in the
winepress, to hide it fromMidyan.

12And theMalach HASHEM appeared unto him, and said unto him, HASHEM is with thee,
thou Gibbor HeChayil.

13AndGid'on said unto him, OhAdoni, if HASHEMbewith us, why then is all this befallen
us? And where be all His nifla'ot (miracles) which Avoteinu told us of, saying, Did not
HASHEM bring us up from Mitzrayim? But now HASHEM hath forsaken us, and delivered
us into the hands of Midyan.

14AndHASHEM turned to him, and said, Go in this thy ko'ach, and thou shalt save Yisroel
from the yadMidyan; have not I sent thee?

15And he said unto Him, O Adonoi, wherewith shall I save Yisroel? Hinei, my eleph is
poor inMenasheh, and I am the least in the Bais Avi.

16 And HASHEM said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt strike down
Midyan as ish echad.

17And he said unto Him, If now I have found chen in Thy sight, then showme an ot that
Thou speakest withme.

18Depart not from here, now, until I come unto Thee, and bring forth myminchah, and
set it before Thee. And He said, I will tarry until thou come again.

* 6:1 See Gn 25:2
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19And Gid'on went in, andmade ready a kid, andmatzot of an ephah of flour; the basar
he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto Him under the
terebinth tree, and presented it.

20And theMalachHaElohim said unto him, Take the basar and thematzot, and lay them
upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

21Then theMalach HASHEM put forth the tip of the staff that was in his yad, and touched
the basar and the matzot; and there rose up eish from the rock, and consumed the basar
and thematzot. Then theMalach HASHEM departed out of his sight.

22 When Gid'on perceived that he was the Malach HASHEM, Gid'on said, Alas, Adonoi
HASHEM! I have seenMalach HASHEM face to face.

23And HASHEM said unto him, Shalom l'chah; fear not; thou shalt not die.
24Then Gid'on built a Mizbe'ach there unto HASHEM, and called it HASHEM Shalom; unto

this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Aviezri.
25And it came topass the samenight, thatHASHEMsaiduntohim, Take thy fatherʼs young

bull, even the second bull of sheva shanim, and tear down the mizbe'ach of Ba'al that thy
av hath, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it;

26And build aMizbe'ach unto HASHEM Eloheicha upon the top of this rock, in the proper
arrangement; take the second bull, offer an olahwith the wood of the Asherah pole which
thou shalt cut down.

27ThenGid'on took tenmen fromhis avadim, and did just as HASHEMhad said unto him;
and so it was, because he feared his Bais Avi, and the men of the Ir, that he could not do it
yomam (by day), that he did it by lailah.

28 And when the men of the Ir arose early in the boker, hinei, the mizbe'ach of Ba'al
was cast down, and the Asherah was cut down that was beside it, and the second bull was
offered upon theMizbe'ach that was built.

29And they said one to another,Who hath done this thing? Andwhen they inquired and
asked, they said, Gid'on ben Yoash hath done this thing.

30Then themen of the Ir said unto Yoash, Bring out thy ben, that hemay die; because he
hath cast down themizbe'ach of Ba'al, and because he hath cut down theAsherah thatwas
beside it.

31And Yoash said unto all that stood against him, Will ye plead for Ba'al? Will ye save
him? He thatwill plead forhim, lethimbeput todeathwhilst it is yetboker; if hebeElohim,
let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his mizbe'ach.

32 Therefore on that day he called him Yeruba'al, saying, Let Ba'al contend against him,
because he hath torn down his mizbe'ach.

33 Then kol Midyan and Amalek and the Bnei Kedem were gathered together, and went
over, and encamped in the valley of Yizre'el.

34 But the Ruach† of HASHEM came upon Gid'on; he blew a shofar; and Avi'ezer was
summoned to follow after him.

35 And he sent malachim throughout all Menasheh; who also was gathered after him;
and he sentmalachimunto Asher, and unto Zevulun, and untoNaphtali; and theywent up
tomeet them.

36AndGid'on said untoHaElohim, If Thouwilt save Yisroel bymy yad, as Thou hast said,
37Hinei, I will put a fleece ofwool in the goren (threshing floor); and if the tal (dew) be on

the fleece only, and it be dry upon all ha'aretz, then shall I know that Thouwilt save Yisroel
bymy yad, as Thou hast said.

38And it was so; for he rose up early on the next day, and squeezed the fleece together,
and wrung the tal out of the fleece, a bowl full of mayim.

39AndGid'on saiduntoHaElohim, Letnot Thineangerbehot againstme, and Iwill speak
but this once; letme test, now, but this oncewith the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the
fleece, and upon all the ground let there be tal.

40And Elohim did so that night; for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was tal on
all the ground.

7
1 Then Yeruba'al, who is Gid'on, and kol haAm that were with him, rose up early and

encamped by Ein-Charod; so that theMachanehMidyanwas on the north side of them, by
the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2AndHASHEMsaiduntoGid'on, Thepeople that arewith theeare too rav (many) forMe to
give Midyan into their hands, lest Yisroel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own
yad hath savedme.
† 6:34Hakodesh
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3Nowtherefore go to, proclaim in theoznei haAm, saying,Whoever is fearful andafraid,
let him return and depart early from Har HaGil'ad. And there returned of the people
twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.

4 And HASHEM said unto Gid'on, HaAm are yet too many; bring them down unto the
mayim, and I will sift them for thee there; and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee,
This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee,
This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go.

5 So he brought down haAm unto the mayim; and HASHEM said unto Gid'on, Every one
that laps the mayim with his leshon, as a kelev laps, him shalt thou separate by himself;
likewise every one that kneels down upon his knees to drink.

6 And the number of the ones lapping, putting their yad to their mouth, were three
hundred ish; but all the rest of haAm kneeled down upon their knees to drinkmayim.

7AndHASHEM said unto Gid'on, By the three hundred ish that lappedwill I save you, and
deliver Midyan into thine yad; and let all the other people go every ish unto his makom
(place, home).

8 So the [retained] people took provision in their yad, and their shofarot; and he sent
kol ish Yisroel every ish unto his ohel, but retained those three hundred haIsh; and the
MachanehMidyanwas below him in the valley.

9And it came to pass the same lailah, that HASHEM said unto him, Arise, get thee down
unto theMachaneh; for I have delivered it into thine yad.

10But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Purah thy eved down to themachaneh;
11And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened

to go downunto themachaneh. Then hewent downwith Purah his eved unto the outposts
of the armedmen that were in themachaneh.

12 And Midyan and Amalek and kol Bnei Kedem lay along in the valley like arbeh for
multitude; and their camels were without number, as the chol (sand) on the seashore for
multitude.

13Andwhen Gid'on arrived, hinei, there was an ish that told a chalom unto his re'a, and
said, Hinei, I dreamed a chalom, and, hinei, a round loaf of lechem se'orim tumbled into
theMachanehMidyan, and came unto an ohel, and struck it that it fell, and overturned it,
that the ohel collapsed.

14And his re'a answered and said, This is nothing else but the cherev Gid'on ben Yoash,
an ish Yisroel; for into his yad hath HaElohim deliveredMidyan, and kol hamachaneh.

15And it was so, when Gid'on heard the telling of the chalom, and the shever (breaking)*
thereof, that he worshiped, and returned into the machaneh Yisroel, and said, Arise; for
HASHEM hath delivered into your yad theMachanehMidyan.

16And he divided the three hundred haIsh into three companies, and he put a shofar in
everymanʼs yad, with empty jars, and torches within the jars.

17And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise; and, hinei, when I come to the
edge of themachaneh, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.

18When I blow the shofar, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the shofarot also on
every side of all the machaneh, and say, “For HASHEM, and for Gid'on.”

19 So Gid'on, and the hundred ish that were with him, came unto the outside of the
machaneh in the beginning of the ashmoret hatikhonah (middle watch); and they had just
set the shomrim; and they blew the shofar, and broke the jars that were in their hands.

20And the three companies blew the shofar, and broke the jars, and held the torches in
their left hands, and the shofarot in their right hands to blow withal; and they cried, A
Cherev for HASHEM and for Gid'on.

21And they held every ish his position round about themachaneh; and kol hamachaneh
ran, and cried out, and fled.

22 And the three hundred blew the shofarot, and HASHEM caused every manʼs cherev
to be against his re'a, even throughout all the machaneh; and the machaneh fled to Beit-
Sheetah in Tzererah, and to the border of Avel-Mecholah, by Tabat.

23And the Ish Yisroel gathered themselves together out ofNaphtali, out of Asher, and out
of all Menasheh, and pursued after Midyan.

24And Gid'on sent malachim throughout all Har Ephrayim, saying, Come down against
Midyan, and seize ahead of them themayim as far as Beit Barah and Yarden. Then kol ish
Ephrayim gathered themselves together, and took themayim unto Beit Barah and Yarden.

* 7:15 of a dream, i.e., its interpretation
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25And they took twosarim (princes)ofMidyan,OrerandZe'ev; and theykilledOrevupon
the Tzur Orev, and Ze'ev they killed at the Yekev (winepress) of Ze'ev, and pursuedMidyan,
and brought the heads of Orev and Ze'ev to Gid'on beyond the Yarden.

8
1And the Ish Ephrayim said unto him, Why hast thou served us thus that thou calledst

us not, when thou wentest to fight with Midyan? And they did criticize him sharply.
2 And he said unto them, What have I done now in comparison with you? Is not the

gleaning of the grapes of Ephrayim tov (better) than the vintage of Avi'ezer?
3Elohim hath delivered into your hands the sarim of Midyan, Orev and Ze'ev; andwhat

was I able to do in comparison with you? Then their anger was abated toward him, when
he had said that.

4And Gid'on came to the Yarden, and passed over, he, and the three hundred haIsh that
were with him, exhausted yet pursuing them.

5 And he said unto the Anshei Sukkot, Give, now, loaves of lechem unto the people
that follow me; for they be exhausted, and I am pursuing after Zevach and Tzalmunna,
melachim of Midyan.

6And the sarei Sukkot said, Are the hands of Zevach and Tzalmunna now in thine yad,
that we should give lechem unto thine tz'va (army)?

7And Gid'on said, Therefore when HASHEM hath delivered Zevach and Tzalmunna into
mine yad, then I will tear your basar with the kotz (thorns) of themidbar and with briers.

8And he went up from there to Penuel,* and spoke unto them likewise; and the Anshei
Penuel† answered him as themen of Sukkot had answered him.

9And he spoke also unto the Anshei Penuel, saying, When I come again in shalom, I will
break down this migdal.

10Now Zevach and Tzalmunna were in Karkor, and their machaneh with them, about
15,000, all that were left of all themachaneh of the Bnei Kedem; for there fell a 120,000 Ish
that drew the cherev.

11And Gid'on went up by the derech of them that dwelt in ohalim on the east of Novach
and Yogbehah, and struck down the machaneh; for the machaneh was unsuspecting,
thinking themselves secure.

12 And when Zevach and Tzalmunna fled, he pursued after them, and took the two
melachim of Midyan, Zevach and Tzalmunna, and did rout all the machaneh.

13And Gid'on ben Yoash returned frommilchamah by the Cheres Pass,
14And caught a na'ar of the Anshei Sukkot, and inquired of him; and he wrote down for

him the sarim of Sukkot, and the zekenim thereof, even threescore and seventeen ish.
15 And he came unto the Anshei Sukkot, and said, Hinei, Zevach and Tzalmunna, with

whom ye did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands of Zevach and Tzalmunna now in thine
yad, that we should give lechem unto thy anashim that are exhausted?

16 And he took the zekenim of the Ir, kotz of the midbar and briers, and with them he
taught the Anashim of Sukkot.

17And he pulled down themigdal of Penuel,‡ and put to death the Anshei HaIr.
18Then said he unto Zevach and Tzalmunna, What manner of men were they whom ye

slaughtered at Tavor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one with the
bearing of Bnei HaMelech.

19And he said, They were my brethren, even the Bnei Immi; as HASHEM liveth, if ye had
saved them alive, I should not have put you to death.

20And he said unto Yeter his bechor, Up, and slay them. But the na'ar (youth) drew not
his cherev; for he feared, because he was yet a na'ar.

21Then Zevach and Tzalmunna said, Rise thou, and fall upon us; for as the ish is, so is his
gevurah. And Gid'on arose, and put to death Zevach and Tzalmunna, and took away the
ornaments that were on their camelsʼ necks.

22 Then the Ish Yisroel said unto Gid'on, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy ben, and
the ben of thy ben also; for thou hast delivered us from the yadMidyan.

23And Gid'on said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall beni rule over you;
HASHEM shall rule over you.

24AndGid'onsaidunto them, Iwoulddesirea requestof you, thatyewouldgivemeevery
ish the nezem (earring) of his booty — for they had nizmei zahav (gold earrings), because
they were Yishm'elim.§

* 8:8 Peniel † 8:8 Peniel ‡ 8:17 Peniel § 8:24 descendants of Ishmael
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25And they answered,Wewill willingly give them. And they spread out a simlah (upper
garment), and did cast therein every ish the nezem of his booty.

26And the weight of the nizmei hazahav that he requested was 1,700 shekels of zahav;
besideornaments, andpendants, andpurple raiment thatwason themelachimofMidyan,
and apart from the chains that were about their camelsʼ necks.

27AndGid'onmade an ephod thereof, and put it in his Ir, even inOphrah; and kol Yisroel
went there a-whoring after it; which thing became a mokesh (snare) unto Gid'on, and to
his Bais.

28 Thus was Midyan subdued before the Bnei Yisroel, so that they lifted up their heads
nomore. And HaAretz was in quietness arba'im shanah in the days of Gid'on.

29And Yeruba'al ben Yoash went and dwelt in his own bais.
30And Gid'on had threescore and ten banim of his own; for he hadmany nashim.
31 And his pilegesh (concubine) that was in Shechem, she also bore him a ben, whose

shem he called Avimelech.
32And Gid'on ben Yoash died in a good old age, andwas buried in the kever of Yoash his

av, in Ophrah of the Aviezri.
33And it came to pass, as soon asGid'onwas dead, that theBnei Yisroel turned again, and

went a-whoring after Ba'alim, andmade Ba'al-Brit their elohim.
34 And the Bnei Yisroel remembered not HASHEM Eloheihem, who had delivered them

out of the hands of all their enemies on every side;
35Neither showed they chesed to the Bais Yeruba'al, namely, Gid'on, according to all the

tovah which he had showed unto Yisroel.

9
1AndAvimelech benYeruba'alwent to Shechemunto achei immo, and spokewith them,

and with all the mishpakhat bais avi immo, saying,
2Speak, now, in the ears of all the ba'alei Shechem,Which is better for you, either that all

the Bnei Yeruba'al, which are threescore and ten persons, reign over you, or that oneman
reign over you? Remember also that I am your etzem (bone) and your basar (flesh).

3And the achei immo spoke of him in the ears of all the ba'alei Shechem all these words;
and their lev inclined to follow Avimelech; for they said, He is acheinu.

4And they gave him 70 pieces of kesef out of the bais Ba'al-Brit, wherewith Avimelech
hiredmorally empty and reckless persons, which followed him.

5 And he went unto his bais avi at Ophrah, and slaughtered his brethren the Bnei
Yeruba'al, being 70 persons, upon one even (stone); notwithstanding yet Yotam the
youngest ben Yeruba'al escaped; for he hid himself.

6 And all the ba'alei Shechem gathered together, and all the Bais Millo, and went, and
crowned Avimelechmelech, by the great tree near the pillar that was in Shechem.

7And when they told it to Yotam, he went and stood on top of Mt Gerizim, lifted up his
voice, cried out, and said unto them, Pay heed unto me, ye ba'alei Shechem, that Elohim
may pay heed unto you.

8The etzim (trees)went forth one day to anoint a melech over them; and they said unto
the zayit (olive tree), Reign thou over us.

9But the zayit saidunto them, Should I leavemyoil, wherewithbyme theyhonorElohim
and anashim, and go to be promoted over the etzim?

10And the etzim (trees) said to the te'enah (fig tree), Come thou, and reign over us.
11But the te'enah said unto them, Should I forsakemy sweetness, andmy good fruit, and

go to be promoted over the etzim (trees)?
12Then said the etzim (trees) unto the gefen, Come thou, and reign over us.
13And the gefen said unto them, Should I leave my tirosh, which cheereth Elohim and

anashim, and go to be promoted over the etzim?
14Then said all the etzim (trees) unto the thornbush, Come thou, and reign over us.
15And the thornbush said unto the etzim (trees), If b'emes ye anointmemelech over you,

then comeand take refuge inmy tzel (shade): and if not, let eish comeout of the thornbush,
and devour the cedars of the Levanon.

16 Now therefore, if ye have done b'emes and in good faith, in that ye have made
Avimelechmelech, and if ye have dealt tovah with Yeruba'al* and his bais, and have done
unto him according to the deserving of his hands—

17For avi† fought for you, and riskedhisnefesh, anddeliveredyouout of theyadMidyan;

* 9:16 Gid'on † 9:17 Gid'on
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18And ye are risen up against bais avi this day, and have slain his banim, threescore and
ten persons, upon one even (stone), and have made Avimelech, ben amah (son of his slave
girl), melech over the ba'alei Shechem, because he is your brother—

19 If ye then have dealt b'emes and in good faithwith Yeruba'al andwith his bais this day,
then rejoice ye in Avimelech, and let him also rejoice in you;

20But if not, let eish come out from Avimelech, and devour the ba'alei Shechem, and the
Bais Millo; and let eish come out from the ba'alei Shechem, and from the Bais Millo, and
devour Avimelech.

21 And Yotam ran away, and escaped, and went to Be'er, and dwelt there, for fear of
Avimelech his brother.

22When Avimelech had reigned shalosh shanim over Yisroel,
23Then Elohim sent a ruach ra'ah between Avimelech and the ba'alei Shechem; and the

ba'alei Shechem dealt treacherously with Avimelech;
24 That the chamas done to the 70 Bnei Yeruba'al might come, and their dahm be laid

upon Avimelech their brother, which slaughtered them; and upon the ba'alei Shechem,
which aided him in the slaughter of his brethren.

25 And the ba'alei Shechem set ambushers in wait for him on top of the hills, and they
robbed all that passed along that derech by them; and it was told Avimelech.

26And Gaal ben Eved came with his achim, went over to Shechem; the ba'alei Shechem
put their confidence in him.

27And they went out into the sadeh, and gathered their kramim, and trode the grapes,
and made merry, and went into the bais eloheihem, and did eat and drink, and cursed
Avimelech.

28AndGaal ben Eved said,Who is Avimelech, andwho is Shechem, thatwe should serve
him? Is not he benYeruba'al? And Zevul his pakid? Serve the anshei Chamor avi Shechem.
For why should we serve him?

29O that this people were under my yad! Then would I remove Avimelech. And he said
to Avimelech, Gather thine tze'va (army), and come out!

30 And when Zevul the sar of the Ir heard the words of Gaal ben Eved, his anger was
kindled.

31And he sent malachim unto Avimelech covertly, saying, Hinei, Gaal ben Eved and his
brethren have come to Shechem; and, hinei, they incite the Ir against thee.

32Now therefore go up by lailah, thou and the people with thee, and lie in wait in the
sadeh:

33And it shall be, that in the boker, as soon as the shemesh is up, thou shalt rise early, and
set upon the Ir; and, hinei, when he and the people with him come out against thee, then
mayest thou do to them just as thy hand finds to do.

34AndAvimelech rose up, and kol haAm thatwerewith him, by lailah, and they laidwait
in ambush against Shechem in four companies.

35And Gaal ben Eved went out, and stood in the petach sha'ar haIr; and Avimelech and
the people that were with him rose up from lying in wait for ambush.

36Andwhen Gaal saw the people, he said to Zevul, Hinei, there come people down from
the top of themountains. And Zevul said unto him, Thou seest the tzel of themountains as
if seeing anashim.

37AndGaal spoke again, and said, Hinei, there comepeople down themiddle of the land,
and another company come along by the ElonMe'onenim.

38 Then said Zevul unto him, Where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou saidst, Who is
Avimelech that we should serve him? Is not this the people that thou hast despised? Go
out, now, and fight against him.

39And Gaal went out before the ba'alei Shechem, and fought with Avimelech.
40And Avimelech chased him, and he fled before him, and many were overthrown and

chalalim (wounded), even unto the petach hasha'ar.
41And Avimelech dwelt at Arumah; and Zevul thrust out Gaal and his achim, that they

should not dwell in Shechem.
42And it came to pass on the next day, that the people went out into the sadeh; and they

told Avimelech.
43 And he took the people, and divided them into three companies, and laid wait

concealed in the sadeh, and looked, and, hinei, the people were come forth out of the Ir;
and he rose up against them, and attacked them.

44 And Avimelech, and the company that was with him, rushed forward, and stood in
the petach sha'ar of the Ir; and the two other companies rushed upon all who were in the
sadeh, and slaughtered them.
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45And Avimelech fought against the Ir all that day; and he took the Ir, and slaughtered
the people that was therein, and destroyed the Ir, and sowed it withmelach (salt).

46Andwhen all the ba'alei migdal Shechemheard that, they entered into the stronghold
of the bais el brit.

47And itwas toldAvimelech, that all the ba'aleimigdal Shechemwere gathered together.
48And Avimelech got him up to Mt Tzalmon, he and all the people that were with him;

and Avimelech took axes in his yad, and cut down a branch from the etzim (trees), and
lifted it, and laid it on his shoulder, and said unto the people that were with him, What ye
have seenme do, make haste, and do as I have done.

49And kol haAm likewise cut down everyman his branch, and followed Avimelech, and
piled them against the stronghold, and set the stronghold on eish over them; so that all the
anshei migdal Shechem died also, about a thousandmen andwomen.

50Thenwent Avimelech to Tevetz, and encamped against Tevetz, and captured it.
51But therewas amigdal ozwithin the Ir, and therefled all the anashimandnashim, and

all ba'alei haIr, and locked it after them, and got them up to the top of themigdal.
52And Avimelech came unto the migdal, and fought against it, and drew near unto the

petach of themigdal to burn it with eish.
53 And a certain woman dropped an upper millstone upon Avimelechʼs head, and

cracked his gulgolet (skull).
54 Then he called hastily unto the na'ar his armor-bearer, and said unto him, Draw thy

cherev, and slayme, thatmen say not ofme, An isha slaughtered him. And his na'ar thrust
him through, and he died.

55Andwhen the Ish Yisroel saw that Avimelechwas dead, they departed everymanunto
his place.

56Thus Elohim repaid the wickedness of Avimelech, which he did unto his av, in slaying
his seventy brethren;

57And all the evil of the anshei Shechem did Elohim render upon their heads: and upon
them came the Kelalat Yotam ben Yeruba'al.

10
1 And after Avimelech there arose to save Yisroel Tola ben Puah ben Dodo, an ish

Yissakhar; and he dwelt in Shamir in har Ephrayim.
2And he judged Yisroel twenty and three shanah, and died, and was buried in Shamir.
3And after him arose Yair, a Gil'adi, and judged Yisroel twenty and two shanah.
4 And he had shloshim banim that rode on shloshim donkeys, and they had shloshim

towns, which are called Chavvot Yair unto this day, which are in Eretz Gil'ad.
5And Yair died, and was buried in Kamon.
6 And the Bnei Yisroel did evil again in the sight of HASHEM, and served Ba'alim, and

Ashtarot, and the elohei Aram, and the elohei Tzidon, and the elohei Moav, and the elohei
Bnei Ammon, and the elohei Pelishtim, and forsook HASHEM, and served Him not.

7 And the Af HASHEM was hot against Yisroel, and He sold them into the yad Pelishtim
(Philistines), and into the yad Bnei Ammon.

8And that year they oppressed and persecuted the Bnei Yisroel; eighteen shanah, all the
Bnei Yisroel thatwere on the other side of the Yarden in the Eretz Emori, which is in Gil'ad.

9 Moreover the Bnei Ammon passed over Yarden to fight also against Yehudah, and
against Binyamin, and against the Bais Ephrayim; so that Yisroel was greatly distressed.

10 And the Bnei Yisroel cried unto HASHEM, saying, We have sinned against Thee, both
because we have forsaken Eloheinu, and also served Ba'alim.

11AndHASHEMsaidunto theBneiYisroel, Didnot I deliveryou fromMitzrayim, and from
Emori, from the Bnei Ammon, and from the Pelishtim (Philistines)?

12The Tzidonim also, and the Amalek, and the Ma'on, did oppress you; and ye cried out
to Me, and I saved you out of their yad.

13 Yet ye have forsaken Me, and served elohim acherim; so I will not continue to save
you.

14Go and cry unto the elohimwhich ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of
your tribulation.

15 And the Bnei Yisroel said unto HASHEM, Chatanu (we have sinned); do Thou unto us
whatsoever seemeth hatov unto Thee; only save us, now, this day.

16And they put away the elohei hanekhar (strange, foreign g-ds) from among them, and
served HASHEM; and His nefesh was troubled with the amal Yisroel (misery of Yisroel).

17Then the Bnei Ammonwere gathered together, and encamped in Gil'ad. And the Bnei
Yisroel assembled themselves together, and encamped inMitzpah.
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18And HaAm and the Sarei Gil'ad said one to another, What man is he that will begin to
fight against the Bnei Ammon? He shall be Rosh over all the inhabitants of Gil'ad.

11
1Now Yiftach the Gil'adi was a gibbor chayil, and he was the ben of an isha zonah; and

Gil'ad fathered Yiftach.
2 And Gil'adʼs isha bore him banim; and the bnei haisha grew up, and they thrust out

Yiftach, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our bais avi; for thou art the ben isha
acheret.

3 Then Yiftach fled from his achim, and dwelt in Eretz Tov; and there were gathered
anashim reikim (outlaws) around Yiftach, and went out with him.

4And it came to pass in process of time, that the Bnei Ammonmadewar against Yisroel.
5And it was so, that when the Bnei Ammon made war against Yisroel, the ziknei Gil'ad

went to fetch Yiftach out of Eretz Tov;
6And they said unto Yiftach, Come, and be our katzin (leader), thatwemayfightwith the

Bnei Ammon.
7And Yiftach said unto the ziknei Gil'ad, Did not ye hateme, and expelme out ofmy bais

avi? Andwhy are ye come untome nowwhen ye are in distress?
8And the ziknei Gil'ad said unto Yiftach, Nevertheless, we turn again to thee now, that

thou mayest go with us, and fight against the Bnei Ammon, and be our rosh over all the
inhabitants of Gil'ad.

9And Yiftach said unto the ziknei Gil'ad, If ye bring me home again to fight against the
Bnei Ammon, and HASHEM deliver them before me, shall I be your rosh?

10And the ziknei Gil'ad said unto Yiftach, HASHEM bewitness between us, if we do not so
according to thy words.

11 Then Yiftach went with the ziknei Gil'ad, and the people made him rosh and katzin
over them; and Yiftach uttered all his words before HASHEM inMitzpah.

12And Yiftach sent malachim unto the melech Bnei Ammon, saying, What hast thou to
do withme, that thou art come against me to fight in my land?

13And themelech Bnei Ammonanswered unto themalachimof Yiftach, Because Yisroel
took away my land, when they came up out of Mitzrayim, from Arnon even unto Yabbok,
and unto Yarden; now therefore give back those lands again b'shalom (peaceably).

14And Yiftach sent malachim again unto themelech Bnei Ammon;
15And said unto him, Thus saith Yiftach, Yisroel took not away EretzMoav, nor the Eretz

Bnei Ammon;
16Butwhen Yisroel came up fromMitzrayim, andwalked through themidbar until Yam

Suf, and came to Kadesh;
17Then Yisroel sentmalachim unto themelech Edom, saying, Letme, now, pass through

thy land; but themelech Edomwould not pay heed thereto. In like manner they sent unto
themelechMoav; but he would not consent; Yisroel abode in Kadesh.

18 Then they went along through the midbar, skirted the Eretz Edom, and Eretz Moav,
and came by the east side of Eretz Moav, encamped on the other side of Arnon, but came
not within the territory of Moav; for the Arnonwas the boundary of Moav.

19And Yisroel sent malachim unto Sichon melech HaEmori, the melech Cheshbon; and
Yisroel said unto him, Let us pass, now, through thy land into mymakom.

20But Sichon trusted not Yisroel to pass throughhis territory; but Sichon gathered all his
people together, and encamped in Yahtzah, and fought against Yisroel.

21 And HASHEM Elohei Yisroel delivered Sichon and all his people into the yad Yisroel,
and they struck them down; so Yisroel possessed all the Eretz HaEmori, the inhabitants of
that country.

22And theypossessedall the territoryHaEmori, fromArnonevenuntoYabbok, and from
themidbar even unto Yarden.

23 So now HASHEM Elohei Yisroel hath dispossessed HaEmori from before His people
Yisroel, and shouldest thou possess it?

24 Wilt not thou possess that which Kemosh eloheicha giveth thee to possess? So
whatever HASHEM Eloheinu shall take possession of before us, that will we possess.

25And now art thou anything better than Balak ben Tzippor, melechMoav? Did he ever
strive against Yisroel, or did he ever fight against them,

26While Yisroel dwelt in Cheshbon and her towns, and in Aro'er and her settlements,
and in all the towns that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred shanah? Why
therefore did ye not recover themwithin that time?
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27Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but thou doestmewrong towar againstme;
HASHEMHaShofet be judge this day between the Bnei Yisroel and the Bnei Ammon.

28Howbeit the melech Bnei Ammon paid heed not unto the words of Yiftach which he
sent him.

29Then theRuachHASHEMcameuponYiftach, andhepassed overGil'ad, andMenasheh,
passed over Mitzpeh of Gil'ad, and from Mitzpeh of Gil'ad he passed over unto the Bnei
Ammon.

30And Yiftach vowed a neder unto HASHEM, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver
the Bnei Ammon into mine hands,

31Then it shall be, thatwhatsoever cometh forth of the delet ofmybais tomeetme,when
I return b'shalom from the Bnei Ammon, shall surely beHASHEMʼs, and Iwill offer it up for
an olah.

32 So Yiftach passed over unto the Bnei Ammon to fight against them; and HASHEM
delivered them into his hands.

33And he struck them down from Aro'er, even till thou come to Minnit, even 20 towns,
unto Avel-Kramim, with a very great slaughter. Thus the Bnei Ammon were subdued
before the Bnei Yisroel.

34And Yiftach came to Mitzpah unto his bais, hinei, his bat came out to meet him with
tambourines and with dances; she was his yechidah (only one); beside her he had neither
ben nor bat.

35And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his clothes, and said, Alas, my bat!
Thouhastbroughtmevery low, and thouart oneof themthat troubleme; for Ihaveopened
mymouth unto HASHEM, and I cannot go back.

36 And she said unto him, Avi, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto HASHEM, do to me
according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as HASHEM hath
taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of the Bnei Ammon.

37She said unto her av, Let this thing be done forme; let me alone two chodashim, that I
may go up and down upon the hills, and bewail betulai (my virginity), I andmy friends.

38 And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two chodashim; and she went with her
companions, and bewailed her betulim (virginity) upon the hills.

39And it came to pass at the end of two chodashim, that she returned unto her av, who
did with her according to his neder which he had vowed; and she knew no man. And it
was a chok in Yisroel,

40That the banot Yisroel went yearly to lament the bat Yiftach the Gil'adi arba'at yamim
bashanah.

12
1 And the ish Ephrayim gathered themselves together, and went into Tzafon, and said

unto Yiftach,Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the Bnei Ammon, and didst not
call us to go with thee? Wewill burn thine bais upon thee with eish.

2And Yiftach said unto them, I andmy peoplewere at great strifewith the Bnei Ammon;
and when I called you, ye savedme not out of their hands.

3Andwhen I saw that youwerenotmymoshi'a, I putmynefesh inmyhands, andpassed
over against the Bnei Ammon, and HASHEM delivered them into my yad; why then are ye
come up untome this day, to fight against me?

4 Then Yiftach gathered together all the Anshei Gil'ad, and fought with Ephrayim; and
the anshei Gil'ad struck down Ephrayim, because they said, Ye Gilead are fugitives of
Ephrayim among the Ephrayim, and among theMenasheh.

5 And the Gilead took the fords of the Yarden before the Ephrayim; and it was so, that
when those Ephrayim which were escaped said, Let me cross over; that the anshei Gil'ad
said unto him, Art thou an Ephrati? If he said, No,

6 Then said they unto him, Say now Shibbolet; and he said Sibbolet, for he could not
pronounce it right. Then they took him, and slaughtered him at the fords of the Yarden;
and there fell at that time of the Ephrayim forty and two thousand.

7AndYiftach judged Yisroel shesh shanim. Then died Yiftach theGil'adi, andwas buried
in one of the towns of Gil'ad.

8And after him Ibtzan of Beit-Lechem judged Yisroel.
9 And he had shloshim banim, and shloshim banot, whom he gave away in marriage

outside [his eleph], and took in sloshim banot from outside for his banim. And he judged
Yisroel shevat shanim.

10Then died Ibtzan, and was buried at Beit-Lechem.
11And after him Elon, a Zevuloni, judged Yisroel; and he judged Yisroel eser shanim.



SHOFETIM 12:12 269 SHOFETIM 13:23

12And Elon the Zevuloni died, and was buried in Ayalon in Eretz Zevulun.
13And after him Avdon ben Hillel, a Pir'athoni, judged Yisroel.
14 And he had arba'im banim and thirty grandsons, that rode on threescore and ten

donkeys; and he judged Yisroel shmoneh shanim.
15 And Avdon ben Hillel the Pir'athoni died, and was buried in Pir'athon in Eretz

Ephrayim, in the har HaAmaleki.

13
1 And the Bnei Yisroel did harah again in the sight of HASHEM; and HASHEM delivered

them into the yad Pelishtim arba'im shanah.
2And there was a certain ish from Tzorah, of the mishpakhat HaDani, whose shemwas

Manoach; and his isha was barren and bore not.
3And theMalachHASHEM appeared unto the isha, and said unto her, Hinei now, thou art

barren, and bearest not; but thou shalt conceive, and bear ben.
4Now therefore be shomer and drink not yayin nor shechar (strong drink), and eat not

kol tameh;
5For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear ben; and nomorah (razor) shall come on his rosh;

for the na'ar shall be a Nazir Elohim from the beten (womb); and he shall begin to save
Yisroel from the yad Pelishtim.

6 Then the isha came and told her ish, saying, An Ish HaElohim came unto me, and his
appearance was like the appearance of a Malach HaElohim, norahme'od; but I asked him
not where he came from, neither told heme shmo;

7 But he said unto me, See thou shalt conceive, and bear ben; and now drink no yayin
nor shechar, neither eat any tumah; for the na'ar shall be Nazir Elohim from the beten to
the yommoto (day of his death).

8 Then Manoach prayed entreating HASHEM, and said, O Adonoi, let the Ish HaElohim
which thou didst send come again unto us, and teach us what we must do unto the na'ar
that shall be born.

9 And HaElohim paid heed to the kol Manoach; and the Malach HaElohim came again
unto the isha as she sat in the sadeh; but Manoach her ish was not with her.

10And the isha made haste, and ran, and told her ish, and said unto him, Hinei, the ish
hath appeared untome, that came untome the other day.

11And Manoach arose, and went after his isha, and came to the ish, and said unto him,
Art thou the ish that didst speak unto the isha? And he said, I am.

12AndManoach said, Now let thy devar come to pass. How shall be themishpat hana'ar
(proper treatment of the child), and his ma'aseh (work, [lifeʼs] work)?

13And the Malach HASHEM said unto Manoach, Of all that I said unto the isha let her be
shomer (beware, guard, keepwatch over).

14 She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the gefen, neither let her drink yayin or
shechar, nor eat any tumah; all that I commanded her let her be shomer to do.

15 And Manoach said unto the Malach HASHEM, Now, let us detain thee, until we shall
havemade ready a young goat for thee.

16And the Malach HASHEM said unto Manoach, Though thou detain me, I will not eat of
thy lechem; and if thou wilt offer an olah (burnt offering), thoumust offer it unto HASHEM.
For Manoach knew not that he wasMalach HASHEM.

17AndManoach said unto Malach HASHEM, Mi shmehchah? That when thy devar come
to pass wemay do thee honor?

18And theMalach HASHEM said unto him,Why askest thou thus aftermy shem, seeing it
is FELI (supremely wonderful)?*

19 So Manoach took a young goat with a minchah, and offered it upon the tzur unto
HASHEM; and wonderously did He act; andManoach and his wife looked on.

20For it came to pass, when theflamewent up toward Shomayim fromoff theMizbe'ach,
that theMalachHASHEMascended in theflameof theMizbe'ach. AndManoachandhiswife
looked on, and fell on their faces to the ground.†

21 But the Malach HASHEM did no more appear to Manoach and to his isha. Then
Manoach knew that He was theMalach HASHEM.

22AndManoach said unto his isha, We shall surely die, because we have seen Elohim.
23 But his isha said unto him, If HASHEM were pleased to kill us, He would not have

received an olah (burnt offering) and a minchah from yadenu (our hands), neither would
Hehave showedus all these things, nor at this timewouldhave toldus such things as these.

* 13:18 See Isa 9:6 [5]; Ex 15:11 † 13:20 cf Ac 1:9
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24And the isha bore ben, and called shmo Shimshon; and the na'ar grew, and HASHEM
blessed him.

25And theRuachHASHEMbegan to impel himat times inMachanehDanbetweenTzorah
and Eshta'ol.

14
1AndShimshonwentdown toTimnah, and sawan isha inTimnahof thebanot Pelishtim

(Philistines).
2And he came up, and told his av and his em, and said, I have seen an isha in Timnah of

the banot Pelishtim; now therefore get her for me as isha.
3 Then his av and his em said unto him, Is there not among the banot of thy achim, or

among kol Ami (all my people) an isha, that thou goest to take an isha of the Pelishtim
haArelim? And Shimshon said unto his av, Get her for me; for she is yashrah (right) in
my eyes.

4But his av and his em knew not that this was from HASHEM, for He sought an occasion
against the Pelishtim; for at that time the Pelishtim had dominion over Yisroel.

5Thenwent Shimshon down, and his av and his em, to Timnah, and came to the kramim
(vineyards) of Timnah; and, hinei, a young lion roared against him.

6 And the Ruach HASHEM came mightily upon him, and he tore him as he would have
torn a young goat, and he had nothing in his yad; but he told not his av or his emwhat he
had done.

7Andhewentdown, and talkedwith the isha; andshewas right in theeyesof Shimshon.*
8And after a time he returned to take her [in marriage], and he turned aside to look at

the carcass of the lion; and, hinei, there was a swarm of bees and devash in the geviyah of
the lion.

9And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eating, and came to his av and em, and
he gave them, and they did eat; but he told not them that he had taken the devash out of
the geviyah of the lion.

10 So his av went down unto the isha; and Shimshon made there a mishteh; for so used
the bocherim to do.

11And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought shloshim companions to
be with him.

12And Shimshon said unto them, Iwill nowput forth a khidah (riddle)unto you; if ye can
certainlydeclare it tomewithin the shivat yemeihamishteh, andfind it out, then Iwill give
you shloshim linen garments and shloshim sets of begadim;

13 But if ye cannot declare it to me, then shall ye give me shloshim linen garments and
shloshim begadim. And they said unto him, Put forth thy khidah, that wemay hear it.

14And he said unto them,

Out of the eater came forth the edible,
and out of the oz (strong) came forthmatok (sweetness).

And they could not in shloshet yamim expound the khidah.
15 And it came to pass on the yom hashevi'i, that they said unto the isha of Shimshon,

Entice thy ish, that he may declare unto us the khidah, lest we burn thee and thy bais avi
with eish; Have ye invited us to make us poor? Is it not so?

16And the isha of Shimshonwept beforehim, and said, Thoudost but hateme, and lovest
me not; thou hast put forth a khidah unto the bnei ami, and hast not told itme. And he said
unto her, Hinei, I have not told it avi nor immi, and shall I tell it thee?

17And shewept before him the shivat hayamim, while theirmishteh lasted; and it came
to pass on the yom hashevi'i, that he told her, because of the pressing of her nagging; and
she told the khidah to the bnei of her Am (People).

18And the anshei haIr said unto him on the yom hashevi'i before the sun went down,

What is sweeter than devash?
Andwhat is stronger than an ari?

And he said unto them,

If ye had not plowedwithmy heifer,
ye had not hit uponmy khidah.

* 14:7 cf Prov 16:25
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19 And the Ruach HASHEM came upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck
down shloshim ish of them and took as spoil their garments and gave unto them which
expounded the khidah. And his af (anger)was kindled, and he went up to his bais avi.

20But the isha of Shimshonwas given to his companion, who had been his best man.†

15
1 But it came to pass within a while after, in the time of katzir chittim, that Shimshon

visited his isha with a young goat; and he said, I will go in to my isha into the cheder. But
her av would not allow him to go in.

2And her av said, I verily thought that thou hadst utterly hated her; therefore I gave her
to thy companion; is not her younger achot fairer than she? Take her now, instead of her.

3AndShimshonsaid concerning them,Nowshall I bemoreblameless than thePelishtim,
though I do them ra'ah.

4 And Shimshon went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches, and turned
them tail to tail, and put a torch in themidst between two tails.

5 And when he lit eish to the torches, he let them go into the standing grain of the
Pelishtim, and burned up both the harvested grain and also the standing grain, and also
olive orchards.

6 Then the Pelishtim said, Who hath done this? And they answered, Shimshon, the
choson of the Timni, because he had taken his isha, and given her to his companion. And
the Pelishtim came up, and burned her and her av with eish.

7And Shimshon said unto them, Since ye have done this, yetwill I be avenged of you and
after that I will cease.

8Andhe struck themhip and thighwith amakkahgedolah; andhewent downanddwelt
in the top of the rock Eitam.

9 Then the Pelishtim went up and encamped in Yehudah, and spread themselves out in
Lechi.

10And the ishYehudah said,Whyare ye comeupagainst us? And theyanswered, Tobind
Shimshon are we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us.

11 Then three thousand men of Yehudah went to the top of the rock Eitam and said to
Shimshon, Knowest thou not that the Pelishtim are rulers over us? What is this that thou
hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they did untome, so have I done unto them.

12And they said unto him,We are come down to bind thee, thatwemay deliver thee into
the yad Pelishtim. And Shimshon said unto them, Swear untome, that yewill not fall upon
me yourselves.

13And they spoke unto him, saying, No; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into
their yad; but surelywewill not kill thee. And they boundhimwith twoavotim chadashim
(new ropes), and brought him up from the rock.

14And when he came unto Lechi, the Pelishtim shouted against him; and the Ruach of
HASHEM camemightily upon him, and the avotim that were upon his arms became as flax
that was burned with eish, and his binding loosed from off his hands.

15 And he found a new jawbone of a chamor, and put forth his yad and took it and
slaughtered a thousandmen therewith.

16And Shimshon said,

With the lechi (jawbone) of a chamor
heaps upon heaps,
with the jaw of a chamor
have I slain a thousandmen.

17 And it came to pass when he had made an end of speaking that he cast away the
jawbone out of his yad, and called that place Ramat Lechi (JawboneHill).

18Andhewas very thirsty, and called onHASHEM, and said, Thouhast given this teshu'ah
hagedolah (great victory, rescue, salvation) into the yad of thy eved; and now shall I die for
thirst, and fall into the yad of the arelim?

19ButElohimsplit open thehollowplace that is atLechi, and therecamemayimthereout;
and when he had drunk, his ruach came again, and he revived; wherefore he called the
shem thereof Ein HaKorei (Spring of the Caller), which is in Lechi unto this day.

20And he judged Yisroel in the days of the Pelishtim esrim shanah.

† 14:20 i.e., his Shoshvin. See Yn 3:29
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16
1Thenwent Shimshon to Azah (Gaza), and saw there a zonah, and went in unto her.
2And it was told the Azah people, saying, Shimshon is come here. And they surrounded

him, and laid wait for him kol halailah in the sha'ar HaIr, and were quiet kol halailah,
saying, In the ohr haboker, we shall kill him.

3 And Shimshon lay till khatzot halailah, and arose at khatzot halailah, and took the
daletot sha'ar HaIr, and the two mezuzot, and went away with them, bar and all, and put
them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of a hill that is before Chevron.

4And it came topass afterward, that he fell in lovewith an isha in the SorekValley,whose
shemwas Delilah.

5Andrulers of thePelishtimcameupuntoher, and saiduntoher, Enticehim, seewherein
his ko'ach gadol lieth, by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him
to afflict him; and wewill give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of kesef.

6 And Delilah said to Shimshon, Tell me, now, wherein thy koach gadol lieth, and
wherewith thoumightest be bound to subdue thee.

7And Shimshon said unto her, If they bind me with shivah fresh bowstrings that were
never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as any adam.

8Then the rulers of the Pelishtim brought up to her shivah fresh bowstrings which had
not been dried, and she bound himwith them.

9Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the cheder. And she said unto
him, The Pelishtim be upon thee, Shimshon. And he broke the bowstrings, as a piece of
thread is broken when it toucheth the eish. So his ko'ach was not known.

10 And Delilah said unto Shimshon, Hinei, thou hast mocked me, and told me kezavim
(lies); tell me, now, wherewith thoumightest be bound.

11Andhesaiduntoher, If theybindme fastwithavotimchadashimthatneverwereused,
then shall I be weak, and be as any adam.

12 Delilah therefore took avotim chadashim, and bound him therewith, and said unto
him, The Pelishtim be upon thee, Shimshon. For there were ambushers lying in wait
abiding in the cheder. And he broke them from off his arms like thread.

13AndDelilah said unto Shimshon, Hitherto thouhastmockedme, and toldmekezavim;
tellmewherewith thoumightest be bound. Andhe saiduntoher, If thouweavest the sheva
braids of my head with the web,*

14 And fasten it with the pin… Again she called to him, The Pelishtim be upon thee,
Shimshon. And he awakened out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the loom,
and with the web.

15And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine lev is not withme?
Thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy ko'ach gadol
lieth.

16And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so
that his nefesh was vexed unto death;

17 That he told her all his lev, and said unto her, There hath not come a morah (razor)
upon mine head; for I have been a Nazir Elohim from my motherʼs beten; if I be shaven,
thenmy ko'ach will go fromme, and I shall becomeweak, and be like any other adam.

18AndwhenDelilah saw that he had told her all his lev, she sent and called for the rulers
of the Pelishtim, saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed me all his lev. Then the
rulers of the Pelishtim came up unto her, and brought kesef in their yad.

19And shemadehim sleep uponher knees; and she called for an ish, and she caused him
to shaveoff the shevabraidsofhishead; andshebegan to tormenthim, andhisko'achwent
from him.

20And she said, The Pelishtim be upon thee, Shimshon. And he awoke out of his sleep,
and said, I will go out as at other times before and shake myself. And he knew not that
HASHEMwas departed from him.

21 But the Pelishtim took him, and gouged out his eyes, and brought him down to Azah
(Gaza), and bound himwith fetters of nechoshet; and he did grind in the prison house.

22Howbeit after he was shaven, the hair of his head began l'tzameach† again.
23 Then rulers of the Pelishtim gathered them together for to offer a zevach gadol unto

Dagon eloheihem, and to rejoice; for they said, eloheinu hath delivered Shimshon oyveinu
(our enemy) into our yad.

* 16:13 fabric on the loom † 16:22 to spring up; Tzemach is Moshiach
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24And when the people saw him, they praised eloheihem; for they said, eloheinu hath
delivered into our hands oyveinu, and the destroyer of our country, which slaughtered
many of us.

25And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Shimshon,
that he may entertain us. And they called for Shimshon out of the prison house; and he
entertained them; and they set him between the ammudim.

26And Shimshon said unto the na'ar that held him by the yad, Put me where I may feel
the ammudimwhereupon the bais standeth, that I may lean upon them.

27 Now the bais (temple) was full of anashim and nashim; and all the rulers of the
Pelishtim were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand ish and isha,
that beheld while Shimshon entertained.

28 And Shimshon called unto HASHEM, and said, Adonoi HASHEM, remember me, now,
and strengthen me, now, only this once, O HaElohim that I may be at once avenged of the
Pelishtim for my two eyes.

29And Shimshon took hold of the twomiddle ammudim upon which the bais stood and
he braced himself against them, one with his right yad, and the other with his left.

30And Shimshon said, Let me die with the Pelishtim. And he pushed himself with all his
ko'ach; and the bais fell upon the rulers, and upon all the people that were therein. So the
dead which he slaughtered at his death were more than they which he slaughtered in his
life.

31 Then his brethren and all the bais of his av came down, and took him, and brought
him up, and buried him between Tzorah and Eshta'ol in the kever of Manoach his av. And
he judged Yisroel esrim shanah.

17
1And there was an ish from har Ephrayim, whose shemwasMikhay'hu.
2Andhe said unto his em, The eleven hundred pieces of kesef thatwere taken from thee,

about which thou did utter a curse, and spoke of also inmine ears, Hinei, the kesef is with
me; I took it. And his em said, Baruch beni LaHASHEM.

3And when he had restored the eleven hundred pieces of kesef to his em, his em said,
I had wholly set apart as kodesh the kesef unto HASHEM from my hand for beni (my son),
to make a pesel (carved image, idol)* and a masekhah (an image cast from a mold);† now
therefore I will return it unto thee.

4 So he restored the kesef unto his em; and his em took two hundred pieces of kesef and
gave them to the tzoref (goldsmith), who made thereof a pesel and a masekhah; and they
were in the bais Mikhay'hu.

5And the ishMichahhadabais elohim, andmadeanephod, and teraphim, andordained
one of his banim, who became his kohen.

6 In those yamim therewas nomelech in Yisroel, but everymandid thatwhichwas right
in his own eyes.

7Meanwhile there was a na'ar from Beit-Lechem Yehudah of the mishpakhat Yehudah,
whowas a Levi, and he sojourned there.

8And the ishdepartedout of the Ir fromBeit-LechemYehudah to sojournwherehe could
find a place; and he came to har Ephrayim to the bais Michah, as hemade his derech.

9AndMichah said unto him,Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I am a Levi of
Beit-Lechem Yehudah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place.

10And Michah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me an av and a kohen, and I
will give thee ten pieces of kesef a year, and a set of begadim, and mikhyah (maintenance,
livelihood). So the Levi went in.

11 And the Levi agreed to dwell with the ish; and the na'ar was unto him as one of his
banim.

12And Michah ordained‡ the Levi; and the na'ar became his kohen, and was in the bais
Mikhay'hu.

13Then saidMichah, Now I have da'as that HASHEMwill dome good, seeing I have a Levi
as my kohen.

* 17:3 See Ex 20:4 † 17:3 See Ex 32:4 ‡ 17:12 literally, filled the hands of, consecrated, appointed as his own priest
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18
1 In those days there was nomelech in Yisroel; and in those days the shevet (tribe) of the

Dani sought themanachalah to dwell in; for unto that daynonehad fallen for him* among
the Shivtei Yisroel.

2 And the Bnei Dan sent of their mishpakhat five anashim out of their whole number,
anashim, Bnei Chayil, from Tzorah, and from Eshta'ol, to spy out the land, and to explore
it; and they said unto them, Go, explore the land; andwhen they came to har Ephrayim, to
the bais Michah, they lodged there.

3When they were at the bais Michah, they recognized the voice of the na'ar the Levi; so
they turned in there, and said unto him, Who brought thee here? And what doth thou in
this place? Andwhat is thy business here?

4Andhe said unto them, Thus and thus dealethMichahwithme, and hath hiredme, and
I am his kohen.

5And they said unto him, Ask counsel of Elohim, that wemay have da'as of whether our
derech shall succeed.

6 And the kohen said unto them, Go in shalom; your derech wherein ye go is nokhach
HASHEM(straight in the sight ofHASHEM).

7 Then the five anashim departed, and came to Layish, and saw the people that
were therein, how they dwelt careless, after the mishpat of the Tzidonim, quiet and
unsuspecting; and therewas no one in authority in the land, thatmight put them to shame
for anything; but they were far from the Tzidonim, and had no ties with adam.

8And they returned unto their achim to Tzorah and Eshta'ol; and their achim said unto
them, Mah atem (What do you [report]?)

9And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them; for we have seen ha'aretz, and,
hinei, it is tovahme'od; andwill ye do nothing? Be not slothful to go, but enter in to possess
ha'aretz.

10When ye go, ye shall come unto an Am bote'ach (unsuspecting people), and to ha'aretz
rachavat; for Elohim hath given it into your hands; a place where there is no lack of any
thing that is in ha'aretz.

11 And there went from thence of the mishpakhat HaDani, out of Tzorah and out of
Eshta'ol, 600men armedwith keli milchamah.

12And theywentup, andencamped inKiryat-Ye'arim, inYehudah;wherefore theycalled
that place Machaneh Dan unto this day; hinei, it is behind Kiryat-Yearim.

13And they passed thence unto har Ephrayim, and came unto the bais Michah.
14 Then answered the five anashim that went to spy out ha'aretz Layish, and said unto

their achim, Do ye know that there is in these batimephod, teraphim, pesel, andmaskhah?
Now therefore consider what ye have to do.

15And they turned thitherward, and came to the bais hana'ar haLevi, even unto the bais
Michah, and gave him a shalom greeting.

16And the 600men armedwith their keli milchamah, whichwere of the Bnei Dan, stood
by the petach hasha'ar.

17And the five anashim that went to spy out ha'aretz went up, and came in thither, and
took the pesel, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the masekhah; and the kohen stood
in the petach hasha'ar with the 600men that were armedwith keli milchamah.

18And these went into bais Michah, and fetched the pesel, the ephod, and the teraphim,
and themasakhah. Then said the kohen unto them,What are ye doing?

19And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine yad upon thymouth, and comewith
us, andbe to us an av and a kohen; is it better for thee to be a kohenunto the bais ish echad,
or that thou be a kohen unto a shevet and amishpakhat in Yisroel?

20And the lev hakohenwas glad, andhe took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the pesel,
and went in themidst of the people.

21So they turnedanddeparted, andput the little onesand themiknehand thebelongings
in front of them.

22Andwhen theywere a goodway from the baisMichah, themen thatwere in the batim
(houses) near to bais Michah were gathered together, and overtook the Bnei Dan.

23And they cried unto the Bnei Dan. And they turned their faces, and said untoMichah,
What aileth thee, that thou comest with such a company?

24Andhe said, Yehave takenawaymyg-dswhich Imade, and the kohen, and ye are gone
away; and what have I more? Andwhat is this that ye say untome,What aileth thee?

* 18:1 Dan
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25 And the Bnei Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry
anashim run upon thee, and thou lose thy nefesh, with the nefesh of thy household.

26And the Bnei Danwent theirway; andwhenMichah saw that theywere chazakim, too
strong for him, he turned andwent back unto his bais.†

27And they took the things which Michah had made, and the kohen which he had, and
cameuntoLayishunto apeople thatwerepeaceful andunsuspecting and they struck them
with the edge of the cherev, and burnt the ir with eish.

28And there was no matzil (deliverer, rescuer), because it was far from Tzidon, and they
had no tie with adam (any man); and it was in the valley that lieth near Beit-Rechov. And
they built an ir, and dwelt therein.

29And they called the shem of the Ir Dan, after the shem of Dan their av, who was born
unto Yisroel; howbeit the shem of the Ir was Layish previously.

30And theBneiDan set up the pesel; andYehonatanbenGershombenMenasheh, he and
his banimwere kohanim to the shevet haDani until the yom Golus HaAretz.‡

31 During all the time that the Bais HaElohim was in Shiloh they set up for them pesel
Michah, which hemade.

19
1And it came to pass in those days, when there was nomelech in Yisroel, that there was

a certain Levi sojourning in the remote har Ephrayim country, who took to him a pilegesh
out of Beit-Lechem Yehudah.

2And his pilegesh played the zonah against him, andwent away from him unto her bais
av to Beit-Lechem Yehudah, and was there four whole months.

3 And her ish arose, and went after her, to speak unto her lev, and to bring her back,
having his na'ar (servant) with him, and a couple of donkeys; and she brought him into
her bais av; and when the avi hana'arah saw him, he had simcha to welcome him.

4And his khoten (father-in-law), the avi hana'arah, held him fast; and he abodewith him
shloshet yamim; so they did eat and drink, and lodged there.

5And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they arose early in the boker, that he rose
up to depart; the avi hana'arah said unto his choson (son-in-law), Refresh thine lev with a
morsel of lechem, and afterward go your way.

6And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of them together; for the avi hana'arah
had said unto the ish, Be pleased, and tarry all night, and let thine lev be content.

7Andwhen the ish rose up to depart, his khoten (father-in-law) urged him; therefore he
lodged there again.

8Andhearose early in theboker on theyomhachamishi to depart; and the avi hana'arah
said, Refresh now thine lev. Tarry till the yom turns,* and they did eat both of them.

9 And when the ish rose up to depart, he, and his pilegesh, and his na'ar, his khoten
(father-in-law), the avi hana'arah, said unto him,Hinei, now the yomdraweth toward erev,
tarry the night now; hinei, the yom groweth to an end, lodge here, that thine lev may be
content; andmakhar (tomorrow) get you early on your derech, that thoumayest go to your
ohel.

10 But the ish would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came to
nokhach (straight before, in the direction of) Yevus, which is Yerushalayim; and therewere
with him two donkeys saddled, his pilegesh also was with him.

11And when they were near Yevus, the yom was far spent; and the na'ar said unto his
adon, Come, now, and let us turn in into ir haYevusi, and lodge in it.

12And his adon said unto him,Wewill not turn aside hither into the ir nochri, that is not
of the Bnei Yisroel; we will pass over to Giv'ah.

13And he said unto his na'ar, Come, and let us draw near to one of these places to lodge
all night, in Giv'ah, or in Ramah.

14And theypassedonandwent theirway; and the shemeshwent downupon themwhen
they were near Giv'ah, which belongeth to Binyamin.

15And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge the night in Giv'ah; and when he
went in, he sat him down in the rechov of the ir; for there was no ish that took them into
his bais to lodge the night.†

† 18:26 By nowwe are seeing the point of the story, which is how Dan became infected with apostate religion; see their
omission Rv 7 ‡ 18:30 722 B.C.E. * 19:8 past midday † 19:15 See Job 31:32 regarding the sin here, mademore
shameful in that it was committed against a Levi
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16 And, hinei, there came an ish zaken from his work out of the sadeh at erev, and the
ish was also from har Ephrayim; and he sojourned in Giv'ah; but the anashim of the place
were Bnei Yemini (Benjamites).

17 And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw haish haoreach (the wayfaring man,
traveling man) in the rechov haIr; and the ish hazaken said, Whither goest thou? And
whence comest thou?

18And he said unto him, We are passing from Beit-Lechem Yehudah toward the remote
har Ephrayim country; from thence am I; and I went to Beit-Lechem Yehudah, but I am
now going to the Bais HASHEM;‡ but there is no ish that receivethme into the bais.

19Yet there is both straw and fodder for our donkeys; and there is lechem and yayin also
for me, and for thy amah (maidservant), and for the na'ar which is with thy avadim; there
is nomachsor (want, need) of any thing.

20And the ish hazaken said, Shalom lach; howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me; only
lodge not in the rechov.

21 So he brought him into his bais, and mixed fodder for the donkeys; and they washed
their feet, and did eat and drink.

22 Now as they were making their hearts content, hinei, the anshei haIr, anshei bnei
Beliya'al, surrounded the bais, and pounded incessantly on the delet, and shouted to the
ish, the Ba'al HaBayit, the zaken, saying, Bring out the ish that came into thine bais, thatwe
may know him.§

23 And the ish, the Ba'al HaBayit, went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my
brethren, nay, do not so wickedly; seeing that this ish is come into mine bais, do not this
nevalah (outrage).

24Hinei, here ismybat abetulah, andhispilegesh; themIwill bringoutnow, andhumble
ye them, and dowith themwhat seemeth hatov unto your eyes; but unto this ish do not so
devar hanevalah (vile, wicked a thing).

25But the anashimwould not pay heed to him; so the ish took his pilegesh, and brought
her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her kol halailah until the boker; and
when the shachar (dawn) came, they let her go.

26 Then came the isha at the break of haboker, and fell down at the petach bais haish
where her adonwas, ad haohr (until daylight, sunrise).

27And her adon rose up in the boker, and opened the daletot habais, and stepped out to
go onhis derech; and, hinei, the isha, his pilegesh, was fallen at the petach habais! Andher
hands were upon the sahf (threshold).

28And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But there was no answer. Then the ish
took [the corpse] upon a donkey, and the ish rose up, and set out for his makom (place,
home).

29Andwhen hewas come into his bais, he took ama'akhelet (knife), and laid hold on his
pilegesh, and divided her, together with her atzmot, into twelve pieces, and sent her into
all the territory of Yisroel.

30And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the
yom that the Bnei Yisroel came up out of Eretz Mitzrayim unto this day; give ye heed unto
it, make up yourminds,* and speak.

20
1 Then all the Bnei Yisroel came out, and HaEdah was gathered together as ish echad,

from Dan even to Be'er-Sheva, including Eretz HaGil'ad, unto HASHEM at Mitzpah.
2 And the Pinot (Corner pillars, Leaders, Chiefs) kol HaAm, even of kol Shivtei Yisroel,

presented themselves in the Kahal Am HaElohim, four hundred thousand foot soldiers
armedwith cherev.

3 (Now the Bnei Binyamin heard that the Bnei Yisroel were gone up to Mitzpah.) Then
said the Bnei Yisroel, Tell us, how this ra'ah came to be?

4And the Levi, the ish haisha that wasmurdered, answered and said, I came into Giv'ah
that belongeth to Binyamin, I andmy pilegesh, to lodge.

5And the ba'alei haGiv'ah rose against me, and surrounded the bais upon me by lailah,
and intended to havemurderedme; andmy pilegesh have they raped, that she is dead.

6 And I took my pilegesh, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout kol sedeh
nachalat Yisroel; for they have committed zimmah (lewdness) and nevalah (wickedness,
outrage, disgrace) in Yisroel.

‡ 19:18 See 18:31 § 19:22 a thin line drawnbetweenhomosexual rape andmurder * 19:30 about the punishment
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7Hinei, ye are all Bnei Yisroel; give here your advice and etzah (counsel, verdict).
8And kol haAm arose as ish echad, saying, We will not any of us go to his ohel, neither

will we any of us return into his bais.
9But now this shall be the thing whichwewill do to Giv'ah; wewill go up bigoral (by lot)

against it;
10 And we will take ten anashim of a hundred throughout kol Shivtei Yisroel, and a

hundred of a thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to supply provisions for the
troops, that theymaydo,when they come toGevaofBinyamin, according toall thenevalah
that they have wrought in Yisroel.

11 So kol ish Yisroel were gathered against the Ir, k'ish echad chaverim (comrades as one
man, united as one).

12And the Shivtei Yisroel sent anashim through all the shivtei Binyamin, saying, What
ra'ah is this that is done among you?

13Now therefore deliver us the anashim, the Bnei Beliyaal, which are in Giv'ah, that we
may put them to death, and purge ra'ah from Yisroel. But the Bnei Binyamin would not
pay heed to the voice of their achim the Bnei Yisroel.

14But the Bnei Binyamin gathered themselves together out of the towns unto Giv'ah, to
go out for milchamah against the Bnei Yisroel.

15And the Bnei Binyaminmustered at that time out of the cities twenty and six thousand
men armedwith cherev, beside the inhabitants of Giv'ah, whichmustered seven hundred
ish bachur (chosenmen).

16 Among all this people there were seven hundred ish bachur every one could sling
stones at the se'ar (the hair), and not miss.

17And the ish Yisroel, apart from Binyamin, mustered 400,000men armedwith cherev;
all these were ishmilchamah.

18And the Bnei Yisroel arose, and went up to Beit-El, and asked counsel of Elohim, and
said, Which of us shall go up first to the milchamah against the Bnei Binyamin? And
HASHEM said, Yehudah shall go up first.

19And the Bnei Yisroel rose up in the boker, and encamped against Giv'ah.
20 And the Ish Yisroel went out to battle against Binyamin; and the Ish Yisroel put

themselves in array to fight against them at Giv'ah.
21And the Bnei Binyamin came forth out of Giv'ah, and cut down to the ground that day

in Yisroel twenty and two thousandmen.
22And theHaAm Ish Yisroel took courage, and formed their battle line again in the place

where they put themselves in array the first day.
23 (And theBneiYisroelwentupandweptbeforeHASHEMuntil erev, andaskedcounsel of

HASHEM, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against the Bnei Binyamin achi? AndHASHEM
said, Go up against him.)

24And the Bnei Yisroel came near against the Bnei Binyamin the second day.
25And Binyamin went forth against them from Giv'ah the second day, and cut down to

the ground of the Bnei Yisroel another eighteen thousandmen; all these were armedwith
the cherev.

26 Then kol Bnei Yisroel, and kol haAm, went up, and came unto Beit-El, and wept, and
sat there beforeHASHEM, anddid a tzom that dayuntil erev, andofferedolot and shelamim
before HASHEM.

27 And the Bnei Yisroel inquired of HASHEM, for the Aron Brit HaElohim was there in
those days,

28 And Pinchas ben El'azar ben Aharon stood ministering before it in those yamim,
saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the Bnei Binyamin achi, or shall I cease?
And HASHEM said, Go up; for makhar (tomorrow) I will deliver them into thine yad.

29And Yisroel set an ambush in wait round about Giv'ah.
30And the Bnei Yisroel went up against the Bnei Binyamin on the Yom HaShelishi, and

put themselves in array against Giv'ah, as before.
31And theBneiBinyaminwentout againstHaAm, andweredrawnaway fromthe Ir; and

they began to inflict casualties on HaAm, as at other times, in the sadeh and on the roads,
ofwhich one road goeth up to Beit-El, and the other road to Giv'ah, killing about sheloshim
ish b'Yisroel.

32And the Bnei Binyamin said, They are defeated before us, as at the first. But the Bnei
Yisroel said, Let us retreat, and draw them from the Ir unto the roads.

33 And Kol Ish Yisroel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at Ba'al-
Tamar;meanwhile the ones of Yisroel waiting in ambush came forth out of their places, at
Ma'areh Geva.



SHOFETIM 20:34 278 SHOFETIM 21:9

34And there came a frontal assault against Giv'ah by ten thousand ish bachur out of kol
Yisroel, and the milchamah was fierce; but they* had no da'as that for them ra'ah (evil,
disaster)was near.

35AndHASHEMdefeatedBinyaminbeforeYisroel; and theBnei Yisroel struckdown from
Binyamin that day twenty and five thousand and a hundred ish, all these armed with
cherev.

36So theBneiBinyamin saw that theyweredefeated; for the IshYisroel gaveplacebefore
Binyamin, because they relied on the ones ambushing which they had positioned against
Giv'ah.

37 And the ones ambushing hasted, and rushed upon Giv'ah; and the ones ambushing
drew themselves along, and struck kol HaIr with the edge of the cherev.

38Now there was a mo'ed (appointed agreement) between the Ish Yisroel and the ones
ambushing, that they shouldmake a great flamewith smoke rise up out of the Ir.

39 And when the Ish Yisroel turned in the milchamah, Binyamin began to inflict
casualties on the Ish Yisroel about sheloshim ish; for they said, Surely they are defeated
before us, as in themilchamah harishonah.

40Butwhen the smoke cloud began to arise up out of the Ir with an ammud ashan (pillar
of smoke), Binyamin looked behind them, and, hinei, thewhole Ir ascended up in smoke to
Shomayim.

41And when the Ish Yisroel turned again, the Ish Binyamin were terrified; for they saw
that ra'ah was come upon them.

42 Therefore the men of Binyamin turned their backs before the Ish Yisroel (Men of
Israel) and fled unto the derech hamidbar; but the milchamah overtook them; and
whoever came out of the towns [of Binyamin] they† cut down him‡ in their midst.

43 Thus surrounding those of Binyamin, they chased them, and trampled them down
with ease nokhach Giv'ah (straight before Giv'ah) toward the rising of the shemesh.

44And there fell of Binyamin eighteen thousand ish; all these were anshei chayil.
45And they turned and fled toward the midbar unto the Rock of Rimmon; and they cut

down of them in the roads five thousand ish; and pursued hard after them unto Gidom,
and slaughtered two thousand ish of them.

46 So that all which fell that day of Binyamin were twenty and five thousand ish armed
with cherev; all these were anshei chayil.

47But sixhundred ish turnedandfled to themidbarunto theRockofRimmon, andabode
unto the Rock of Rimmon fourmonths.

48 And the Ish Yisroel turned back upon the Bnei Binyamin, and struck them with the
edge of the cherev, including every town, the people, the behemah, and all that remained;
also they burned with eish all the towns that they came to.

21
1Now the Ish Yisroel had taken an oath inMitzpah, saying, There shall not any of us give

his bat unto Binyamin as isha.
2 And HaAm went to Beit-El, and abode there till erev before HaElohim, and lifted up

their voices, and wept gadol;
3And said, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, why is this come to pass in Yisroel, that there should

be today shevet echad lacking in Yisroel?
4And it came to pass on the next day, that HaAm rose early, and built there aMizbe'ach,

and offered olot and shelamim.
5And the Bnei Yisroel said,Who is there among kol Shivtei Yisroel that camenot upwith

the Kahal unto HASHEM? For they had made the shevuah hagedolah concerning him that
came not up before HASHEM toMitzpah, saying, He shall surely be put to death.

6 And the Bnei Yisroel had compassion for Binyamin their brother, and said, There is
shevet echad cut off from Yisroel this day.

7How shall we do for nashim for them that remain, seeing we have taken an oath by
HASHEM that we will not give them of our banot as nashim?

8And they said, What one is there of the Shivtei Yisroel that came not up to Mitzpah to
HASHEM? And, hinei, there came none to themachaneh from Yavesh-Gil'ad to the Kahal.

9 For HaAm were numbered, and, hinei, there were none of the inhabitants of Yavesh-
Gil'ad there.

* 20:34 the Bnei Binyamin † 20:42 the Bnei Yisroel ‡ 20:42 Binyamin
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10 And HaEdah sent thither 12,000 ish of the Bnei HeChayil, and commanded them,
saying, Go and strike the inhabitants of Yavesh-Gil'ad with the edge of the cherev, with
the women and the children.

11And this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every zachar, and every
isha that hath da'as of lying withman.

12And they foundamong the inhabitants of Yavesh-Gil'ad fourhundredna'arahbetulah,
that had known no man by lying with any zachar; and they brought them unto the
machaneh at Shiloh, which is in Eretz Kena'an.

13And the kol HaEdah sent some to speak to the Bnei Binyamin that were at the Rock of
Rimmon, and to proclaim shalom unto them.

14And Binyamin came again at that time; and they gave them nashim which they had
saved alive of the women of Yavesh-Gil'ad; but they sufficed not for them.

15AndHaAmhad compassion for Binyamin, because HASHEM hadmade a breach in the
Shivtei Yisroel.

16Then the Ziknei HaEdah (Elders of the Congregation) said, How shall we do for nashim
for them that remain, seeing the isha are destroyed out of Binyamin?

17And they said, There must be yerushah (heir) for them that be survivor of Binyamin,
that a shevet be not destroyed out of Yisroel.

18Howbeit wemay not give them nashim of our banot; for the Bnei Yisroel have sworn,
saying, Cursed be he that giveth an isha to Binyamin.

19Then they said,Hinei, there is chagHASHEM(feastofHASHEM) in Shilohyearly inaplace
which is on the north side of Beit-El, on the east side of the road that goeth up from Beit-El
to Shechem, and on the south of Levonah.

20 Therefore they commanded the Bnei Binyamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the
kramim (vineyards);

21Andwatch, and, hinei, if the Banot Shiloh come out to join in dances, then come ye out
of the kramim (vineyards), and catch you every ish his isha of the Banot Shiloh, and go to
Eretz Binyamin.

22And it shall be, when their avot or their achim come unto us for riv (to complain), we*
will say unto them, Give them to us, for we did not receive every ish his isha through the
war; for ye have not given them unto them at this time; nowwould ye be guilty.

23 And the Bnei Binyamin did so and took them nashim, according to their number, of
them that danced, whom they caught; and they went and returned unto their nachalah,
and repaired the towns, and dwelt in them.

24And the Bnei Yisroel departed from there at that time, every ish to his shevet and to
his mishpakhah, and they went out from thence every ish to his nachalah.

25 In those days there was no melech in Yisroel; every man did that which was yashar
(right) in his own eyes.

* 21:22 the Ziknei HaEdah
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Ruth
Introduction

The Book of Ruth is arguably the greatest short story ever written, though of course,
it is history and not fiction. Judges and Ruth are so different in tone that it is amazing
that they take place during the same time period. In contrast to the murder and lust of
Judges, there is the wonder of how much Ruth endeared herself to people who should
have been strangers. Amiracle quietly transpires in this story, and peoplewhomight have
considered Ruth an enemy because of herMoabite ancestry, were instead drawn to her by
the cords of G-dʼs love. Love is a wonderful thing. The story of Ruth is saying, look how G-
dʼs love binds people together, with a bond that even death cannot sever, for G-d is the G-d
of the living, and even the dead are not beyond his protective, redemptive hand. See 1C
15:3-4. Look at Ruthʼs story. Ruthʼs husband Mahlon is dead; he left her no son, Naomi he
left no grandchildren. Mahlonʼs property is languishing untilled in Bethlehem. All seems
hopelessly lost. Who can help Naomi? Who can help Ruth? Who can reclaim the land
and bring a harvest of prosperity again? Who can redeem the dead? No one, it seems.
The land has seen famine, the dead are gone. But is anything too hard for HASHEM? Read
the story and watch G-d go into action! Watch him redeem the lost property and put the
deed of ownership back into the name of the deceased. All right, you say, G-d can redeem
the land perhaps. But can G-d redeem the dead? Can a corpse have a child? As we read
the whole story, we find that not only can a child be given to the corpse, but also that in
this child is the promise of a Moshiach who himself will be raised from the dead with the
ultimate promise that every corpse sleeping in the gravewill be raised from thedead, even
the corpse in this story, Mahlon, the deceased husband of Ruth! Now the story is saying,
after all that, you, reader, should believe that G-d is the G-d of the living, who can redeem
the world and the land and who canmake alive even the dead. Ruth had neither a Jewish
mother nor a Jewish father! But she has entered Ideal Israel (Yeshuron Yisroel, meaning
“upright one” or “law-upholding one,” a poetic name for the true Israel — see Isa 44:2; Dt
32:15; 33:26; 33:5) by faith alone (Ga 2:15-21), by an individual choice to turn away from
the former heathenish direction she was going and bymaking a personal decision to turn
back and join the people of G-d and to take their G-d as her G-d in true teshuva (1:16-17).
(Moab symbolizes forNaomi aheathenishneglect ofG-dʼs people andG-dʼsHouse, because
Bethlehem means “House of Bread,” and Naomi has felt the covenant curses of famine,
death, and childlessness as a result of her moving in a heathenish direction that neglects
G-dʼs House—Dt 28:18,21,24). But Ruth has become a “supernatural Jew” through the new
birth identity inHASHEM, entering “Upright” Israel bywhat alonemadeherupright, that is,
emunah (Hab 2:4; Gn 15:6; Ps 106:31; Ga 2:16), and Ruth has entered Upright Israel ahead
of thosewho say they are Jews but are still spiritually uncircumcised, still blindly heathen
at heart, as Naomi seems to be in Moab until she is provoked to jealousy by seeing G-d
bless in Bethlehem one of the Gentiles, her daughter-in-law Ruth (contrast Ruth 1:15 and
Ruth 2:20). Ruthʼs regenerated, circumcised heart made her part of the true circumcision,
and we who are regenerated in the Brit Chadasha kehillah have also entered Yeshurun
Israel with Ruth the Moabitess and with Rahab in order to provoke the Jewish people to
jealousy, to turn them back to the true G-d, the G-d revealed in the Holy Bible. The point
that the story is leading to is how great G-dʼs blessing is on this non-Jewishwoman—more
than she could ever see in her lifetime. Ruth became a direct ancestor of King David and,
through him, Ruth became a direct ancestor of the promised Moshiach! The irony of G-
dʼs hand on a Gentileʼs life in the midst of Jewish people is a theme of the story. HASHEMʼs
providential care for her, the way her footsteps are literally ordered by the L-rd (Ps 37:23),
the gracious way her faith is answered by His provision — these are all highlighted by
the fact that she is an outsider, alone, a widow, a non-Jew, a foreigner, a member of the
excluded, (cursed by the Law — Dt 23:3) Moabite people, a pagan who had known only
death and a false religion and was now poor and helpless in a strange land. G-dʼs special
providential care toward those on their way to salvation is a theme of Ruth. Everywhere
this Gentile widow turns, she is blessed, because she has been given a heart to bless G-
dʼs people (Gn 12:2). Just as she does not forget her mother-in-law, G-d does not abandon
His chesed (covenant-keeping loving kindness) with Ruth andwith both the living and the
dead (Ruth 2:20). G-d makes everything work together for good for Ruth, even a famine,
even a death in the family, even three deaths in the family (Ro 8:28). G-d uses the famine
in Israel to get Ruthʼs futuremother-in-lawNaomi tomove fromBethlehem towhere Ruth
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couldmeet her inMoab,makingNaomi anunwitting “Jonah to theNinevites,” a light to the
nations. G-d uses the death of Ruthʼs husband to free Ruth to begin a spiritual pilgrimage
that is nothing short of salvation. G-d, who withdraws the rain, now brings the early rain
and the later rain to end the famine and bless the landwith the harvest, which is a reward
for covenant-obedience (Dt 28:4). But, here is where the wonder really begins. G-d leads
the two widows back to Bethlehem for a harvest greater than they could ever imagine, a
worldharvest ledby theMoshiach (Mt28:19-20), theworldHarvester “towhomthenations
belong” (Gn 49:10). (Notice carefully the Goel redeemer son of Judah at the threshing
floor in Ruth 3:2). The World Harvester, the Moshiach will be born there in Bethlehem
a thousand years later (see Mic 5:1-2). G-d gives Ruth a strange and marvelous love. G-d
gives Ruth a supernatural love for her mother-in-law and for the people of G-d. G-d gives
her the courage to say good-bye toherheathen sister and to go to Israelwithhermother-in-
law. Then G-d brings her to a very special man, a man of substance, a man of destiny, the
most wonderful husband she could ever have dreamed of, in fact a husband far beyond
her imagination, an absolutely uniqueman of royal blood, the onlyman in theworld who
wasRuthʼs contemporary andwas at the same timedestined tobecomeadirect ancestor of
KingDavid andof theMoshiach. And thewonder is thatG-d led thisGentilewomanRuth to
find favor inhis sight andbecomerelated tohim inholy covenant love. For thisman (Boaz)
from theMessianic tribe of Judah becameRuthʼs kinsmanGo'el (redeemer), protecting the
family, the dead as well as the living. This man from the tribe of the Moshiach married
Ruth and redeemed (bought back) the land of Ruthʼs dead husband and raised up an heir
to carry on the dead manʼs name. So the dead manʼs inheritance was not wiped out. G-d
is the G-d who saves the living and the dead (1C 15:51; 1Th 4:15-17) through a Redeemer
from the tribe of Judah. Here it is important to remember that the PEDUT (the payment
of ransom for geulah redemption as in Ro 3:24) comes about through the Go'el Moshiach
Tzidkeinu. Had Moshiach not paid the ransom of his korban Pesach blood (Isa 53:7) as
our Go'el (Redeemer), we could never have been bought back from sin and death and
judgment. Our plight would have been more hopeless than Ruth and Naomi, these two
tragic almanot. In the Bible, G-d is also the protector of almanot. In Bible times, a woman
without the covering of a husband was in danger of exploitation or of sexual molestation
or even being carried off. Because of our sin nature and our sin practices, wewere carried
off and on the slave market auction block of sin. We needed a redeemer to buy us back.
Moshiach Ben Dovid is rich and can do that becauseMoshiach is free from a sin nature tie
to Adam* and rich in mercy. If we humble ourselves like a poor widow and turn to him
to redeem us, he will put the wings of his garment over us and protect us from all doom
and loss. Moshiach will be to us what Boaz was to Ruth and Naomi. This book of the Bible
is extremely important because it shows the tribe of Judah and a coming redeemer of the
Jews and Gentiles, the Moshiach, who will fulfill Gn 49:10. The secret of Ruthʼs blessing
was her faithfulness. She continued working where G-d placed her. She refused to leave
her mother-in-law, she remained with her in life and refused to leave her in death (1:16-
18). Ruth remained in faith where G-d placed her. She remained in Boazʼs field. Boaz said,
“Staywithmyworkersuntil theyfinishharvestingallmygrain,” (2:21) andsheobeyedhim.
Ruth didn't go to the field of someone elsewhere shemight have been harmed (2:22). If we
stay close to the harvesters, and refuse to leave the harvest field where G-d has placed us,
we will be blessed like this lowly and loving and faithful mevaseret (lady evangelist) Ruth
whowon a Jewish lady to the L-rd (Ro 11:11; Ruth 1:15).

1Now it came to pass in the yamimwhenHaShofetim (the Judges) ruled, that therewas a
ra'av (famine) in the land. And a certain ish (man) of Beit-LechemYehudahwent to sojourn
in the sadei Moav, he, and his isha (wife), and his two banim (sons).

2And the shem (name) of the ish (man)was Elimelech, and the shem (name) of his isha
(wife) Naomi, and the shem of his two banim Machlon and Kilyon, Ephrathites of Beit-
Lechem Yehudah. And they came into the sadei Moav, and continued there.

3And Elimelech, Naomiʼs husband, died; and she was left (alive) and her two banim.
4And they took themwives of the nashim (women) of Moav; the shem (name) of the one

was Orpah, and the shem (name) of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about eser
shanim (ten years).

5AndMachlon and Kilyon died also both of them; and the ishawas left (alive), surviving
with neither her yeladim nor her ish.

* : Gn 3:15; Isa 7:14
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6 Then she arose with her kallot, that she might make teshuvah (return) from the sadei
Moav: for in the sadeh of Moav she had heard how that HASHEM had visited His people in
giving them lechem (bread).

7Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two kallot with her;
and they set on the derech (way, road) to make teshuvah (return) unto Eretz Yehudah.

8And Naomi said unto her two kallot, Go, go back each to her beis em (motherʼs house):
mayHASHEMshowchesed (lovingkindness) to you, as yehavedealtwithhamesim (thedead
ones), and withme.

9HASHEM grant you that yemay findmenuchah (resting place), each of you in the bais of
her ish. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept.

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will make teshuvah (return) with thee unto thy
people.

11AndNaomi said, Turnback,mybanot; whywill ye gowithme? Are there yet anymore
banim inmywomb, that theymay be your husbands?

12Turnback,mybanot, go yourway; for I am too old to have an ish. If I should say, I have
tikvah, if I should have an ish halailah (tonight), and should also bear banim,

13Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? Would ye stay from having ba'alim
(husbands) for them? Nay,my banot; for it ismoremar (bitter) forme than you, for the Yad
HASHEM has gone out against me.

14And they liftedup their voice, andwept again; andOrpahkissed†her chamot; butRuth
clung unto her.

15And she said, Hinei, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto her people, and unto her g-ds;
return thou after thy sister-in-law.

16And Ruth said, Entreatme not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee; for
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my
people, and thy G-d shall be Elohai;

17Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried. HASHEM do so tome, andmore
also, if anything but HaMavet part thee andme.

18When she saw that shewas steadfastlyminded to gowith her, then she left urging her.
19So they twowent until they came to Beit-Lechem. And it came to pass, when theywere

come to Beit-Lechem, that kol ha'ir (all the town)wasmoved about them, and they said, Is
this Naomi?

20 And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi,‡ call me Mara;§ for Shaddai hath dealt
very bitterly withme.

21 I went away full and HASHEM hath brought me back empty; why then call me Naomi,
seeing HASHEM hath testified against me, and Shaddai hathmademe very bitter?

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her kallah, with her, which returned out
of the sadei Moav; and they came to Beit-Lechem in the beginning of katzir seorim (barley
harvest).

2
1And Naomi had a relative of her husbandʼs, an ish gibbor chayil, of the mishpochah of

Elimelech; and shmowas Boaz.
2And Ruth theMoabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the sadeh, and glean heads

of grain after him inwhose sight I shall find chen (grace, favor). And she said unto her, Go,
my daughter.

3And she went, and came, and gleaned in the sadeh behind the kotzerim (harvesters);
and it so happened that she came on a part of the sadeh belonging unto Boaz, who was of
themishpochah of Elimelech.

4And, hinei, Boaz came from Beit-Lechem, and said unto the kotzerim, HASHEM be with
you. And they answered him, Yevarech'chah Adonoi (HASHEMbless thee).

5Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the kotzerim,Whose na'arah is this?
6And the servant thatwas set over thekotzerimansweredand said, It is thena'arah from

Moav that came back with Naomi out of the sadeh of Moav.
7And she said, I pray you, letme glean and gather after the kotzerim among the omarim

(sheaves); so she came, and hath worked steadily from the boker even until now, except
for a short rest in the bais.

8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another
sadeh, neither go from hence, but abide here close bymy ne'arot;

† 1:14 cf Mt 26:49 ‡ 1:20 Pleasant § 1:20 Bitter
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9 Let thine eyes be on the sadeh that they do reap, and go thou after them; have I not
charged the ne'arim that they shall not touch thee? Andwhen thou art athirst, go unto the
kelim (vessels), and drink of that which the ne'arim have drawn.

10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why
have I found chen (favor, grace) in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me,
seeing I am a nokhriyah (foreigner, alien)?

11And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shownme, all that thou hast
done unto thy chamot since themot (death) of thine ish; and how thou hast left thy av and
thy em, and the eretz moledet, and art come unto an Am (people)which thou knewest not
heretofore.

12 HASHEM recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of HASHEM Elohei
Yisroel, underWhose wings thou art come to seek refuge.

13 Then she said, Let me find chen (favor, grace) in thy sight, adoni; for that thou hast
brought nachamah (comfort) to me, and for that thou hast spoken to the lev of thine
shifcha, though I be not like unto one of thine shfakhot.

14 And Boaz said unto her, At et haokhel (mealtime) come thou hither, and eat of the
lechem, anddip thymorsel in the chometz. And she sat beside thekotzerim; andheoffered
her roasted grain, and she did eat, and was filled, and had left over.*

15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his ne'arim, saying, Let her
glean even among the omarim, and reproach her not;

16And let fall also some†of thehandfuls onpurpose for her, and leave them, that shemay
glean them, and rebuke her not.

17So she gleaned in the sadehuntil the erev, and she threshedwhat shehad gleaned; and
it was about an ephah of seorim.

18And she took it up, andwent into the town; andher chamot sawwhat she had gleaned;
and she brought forth, and gave to her the left over‡ after she had been filled.

19And her chamot said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned hayom (today)? And where
did youwork? Baruch be hewho did take knowledge of thee. And she showed her chamot
with whom she had worked, and said, Shem HaIsh with whom I worked hayom (today) is
Boaz.

20 And Naomi said unto her kallah, Baruch hu l'HASHEM asher lo azav chasdo et
haChayyimv'et haMesim (BlessedbeheofHASHEMwhohathnotabandonedhis chesed to the
living and to the dead). AndNaomi said unto her, Theman is karov unto us. MiGoaleinu hu
(he is one of our kinsmen redeemers).

21 And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep close by my
ne'arim, until they have ended kol HaKatzir that is mine.

22And Naomi said unto Ruth her kallah, It is tov, my daughter, that thou go out with his
ne'arot, because in someone elseʼs sadeh youmight be harmed.

23So she kept close by the ne'arot of Boaz to glean unto the end of katzir haseorim and of
katzir chittim; and dwelt with her chamot.

3
1ThenNaomi her chamot said unto her,My daughter, shall I not seekmanoach (a resting

place) for thee, that it may be well with thee?
2And now is not Boaz our relative, with whose ne'arot thou wast? Hinei, he winnoweth

haseorim halailah in the threshing floor.
3Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee

down to the threshing floor; but make not thyself known unto the Ish, until he shall have
done eating and drinking.

4And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the makom (place)where he
shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and hewill tell thee
what thou shalt do.

5And she said unto her, Kol that thou sayest untome I will do.
6And she went down unto the threshing floor, and did according to kol that her chamot

bade her.
7Andwhen Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his levwasmerry, hewent to lie down at the

end of the heap of grain; and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.
8 And it came to pass in the middle of the night, that the man was afraid, and turned

himself; and, hinei, an isha lay at his feet!

* 2:14 shirayim † 2:16 out from the omarim ‡ 2:18 shirayim
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9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid; spread
therefore thy robe over thine amah (handmaid); for thou art a Go'el (Redeemer).

10And he said, Berukhah at laHASHEM, my daughter; for thou hast showedmore chesed
in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not the bochurim,
whether poor or rich.

11And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest; for kol sha'ar
ami doth have da'as that thou art an aishes chayil*(virtuouswoman).

12Andnow it is true that I am thyGo'el; howbeit there is aGo'el karovmimeini (Redeemer
nearer than I).

13Tarry this night, and it shall be in the boker, that if he will perform unto thee the part
of a Go'el, well; let himdo the Go'elʼs part; let him redeemyou. But if hewill not do the part
of a Go'el to thee, thenwill I do the part of a Go'el to thee, as HASHEM liveth. Lie down until
HaBoker.

14And she lay at his feet until HaBoker; and she rose up before one could know another.
And he said, Let it not be known that an isha came into the threshing floor.

15Also he said, Bring the mitpachat (shawl) that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And
when she held it, he measured six measures of seorim (barley) and laid it on her; and she
went into the town.

16Andwhen she came to her chamot, she said,Who art thou,my daughter? And she told
her all that HaIsh had done to her.

17Andshe said, These sixmeasuresof seorimgaveheme; forhe said tome,Gonot empty-
handed unto thy chamot (mother-in-law).

18Then said she, Wait, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall; for HaIsh
will not rest until the matter is settled HaYom.

4
1Thenwent Boaz up to the sha'ar, and sat him down there; and, hinei, the Go'el of whom

Boaz spoke came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! Turn aside, sit down here. And
he turned aside, and sat down.

2And he took aminyan of the zekenim of the town, and said, Sit ye down here. And they
sat down.

3And he said unto the Go'el, Naomi, that is come again out of the sadeh of Moav, selleth
a share of sadeh, which was achinu (our brother) Elimelechʼs;

4 And I thought to advise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the
zekenim of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it; but if thou wilt not redeem it,
then tell me, that I may know; for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after
thee. And he said, I will redeem it.

5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the sadeh of the hand of Naomi, thou must
acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the eshet hamet (wife of the dead man), lahakim (to raise up,
resurrect) the shem hamet upon his nachalah (inheritance).

6And theGo'el said, I cannot redeem it formyself, lest Imarmine ownnachalah; redeem
thoumy right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.

7Now thiswas themanner in former time in Yisroel concerning the geulah (redemption)
and concerning the temurah (the substitute, exchange), for to confirm all things; a man
plucked off his sandal, and gave it to his neighbor; and this was an attestation in Yisroel.

8Therefore the Go'el said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his sandal.
9And Boaz said unto the zekenim, and unto kol haAm, Ye are witnesses this day, that I

have bought all that was Elimelechʼs, and all that was Kilyonʼs andMachlonʼs, of the hand
of Naomi.

10Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Machlon, have I purchased to be my wife,
lahakim (to raise up, resurrect) the shemhamet (name of the deadman) upon his nachalah,
that the shemof the deadman be not cut off fromamong his brethren, and from the sha'ar
of his place; ye are edim (witnesses)HaYom.

11And kol HaAm that were in the sha'ar, and the zekenim, said, We are edim. HASHEM
make the isha haba'ah (the woman coming),* into thine bais† like Rachel and like Leah,
which two did build the Bais Yisroel; and do thou worthily in Ephrat, and be famous in
Beit-Lechem;

12And let thy bais be like the bais of Peretz,whomTamarboreunto Yehudah, of the zera‡
which HASHEM shall give thee of this na'arah.

* 3:11 Prov 31 * 4:11 See Gn 3:15; Isa 7:14 † 4:11 i.e. Bais Dovid ‡ 4:12 Gn 22:18; Ga 3:16
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13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his isha; and when he went in unto her, HASHEM gave
her conception, and she bore ben.§

14And the nashim said unto Naomi, Baruch HASHEM, which hath not left thee this yom
without a Go'el. May shmo be famous in Yisroel.

15 And may he restore your nefesh and be a nourisher of thine old age; for thy kallah,
which loveth thee, which is better to thee than shiva banim, hath born him.

16 And Naomi took the yeled, and laid him in her kheyk (bosom), and became omenet
(nurse) unto it.

17And thewomen her shchenim gave him a name, saying, There is a ben born to Naomi;
and they called his name Oved; he is the father of Yishai, the father of Dovid.

18Now these are the toldot of Peretz; Peretz fathered Chetzron,
19And Chetzron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered Amminadav,
20And Amminadav fathered Nachshon, and Nachshon fathered Salmon,
21And Salmon fathered Boaz, and Boaz fathered Oved,
22And Oved fathered Yishai, and Yishai fathered Dovid.*

§ 4:13 See Isa 7:14 * 4:22 T. N. This genealogy is important not only because it is Dovidʼs, but also because it is
Moshiachʼs. See 1Chr 2:4; 3:5 and the genealogy inMt 1 of Yehoshua/Yeshua BenDovid. The sandal exchanged (Ruth 4:7)
fell on the genealogical line that would inherit the earth (Ro 4:13), crush Satanʼs head (Gn 3:15), and make the temurah
(substitution) to redeem the living and the dead (Ro 4:25), even as Elimelech stood up alive vicariously through his Goel
to reclaim the allotted inheritance of his redemption.
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Shmuel Alef
Introduction

This two-part work begins with the pollution of the religious worship by Eliʼs apostate
sons who were kohanim during the time when the great prophet Shmuel (born ca. 1105
B.C.E.) was a child. 1-2 Samuel ends with a foreshadowing of the purified Beis Hamikdash
worship which was the Messianic vision of King Dovid (died ca. 970 B.C.E.). A subtle
indication of this is the linen ephod worn both by little Shmuel (1Sm 2:18) and many
years later by King Dovid (2Sm 6:14; Ps 110:4). The ephod of the Kohen Gadol was an
apron-like garment with an ornamented vest containing the Urim and Thummim used to
determine thewill of G-d (sacred lots thatwere cast to determinewhether to go towar, etc).
The kehunah (priesthood) we see being purified as the story of I-II Shmuel unfolds looks
forward to the perfect Moshiach-Kohen who is coming (Ps 110:4). A man of G-d comes to
Eli and prophesies to himabout the kehunah (priesthood) of his ancestor Aharon (see 1Sm
2:27f). Eli is told that he and his sons will be replaced by another Aaronic family, which
turns out to be the family of Zadok. Eliʼs branch of the kehunah will be broken off and “I
will raise up forMyself a ne'eman (faithful) kohen” (2:35), says the L-rd. Zadok andhis sons
will replace Eli and his sons, just as Dovid the king after G-dʼs own heart will replace Saul
the unfaithful monarch andwill take his crown (1Sm 28:17; Rv 3:11). Although Zadokwas
the immediate fulfillment,Moshiach Yehoshuafinally and completely fulfills 2:35 through
Ps 110:4 and Zech 3:8; 6:11-12 and Isa 53:10. One of the reasons King Saul angered G-d
is because he usurped the role of kohen (1Sm 13:8-15), thus showing his lack of respect
for G-dʼs holy kehunah and for the kingʼs covenant obligation to keep the Torah (see Dt
17:11-20). When he attacked and caused the death of the kohanim at Nob, that was the last
straw, though he had already been condemned for rebelliously disobeying G-d in regard
to the Amalekites (see 1Sm 15:1-35; Ex 17:8-16; Dt 25:17-19). The only kohen to survive the
massacre at Nob was Ahimelechʼs son Abiathar, who, because he later supported Davidʼs
son Adoniyah instead of Solomon as Davidʼs heir to the throne, was finally banished,
leaving the Aaronic kehunah to Zadok and his sons. Since Achimelech and Abiathar are
descendants of Eli, we read the story of I-II Shmuel knowing there is a curse on them
and that their branch of the Aaronic family tree will eventually lose the kehunah. Eli
should have feared G-d enough not to eat and drink judgment on himself, especially in
view of his unholy sons who were kohanim (see Lv 10:1,2,16-20). The backdrop of Eliʼs
decadent kehunah is the ominous military threat of the Philistines, who are on the brink
of subjugating the whole land and are already in some sense holding sway (13:19-22), in
spite of Shmuelʼs best efforts (7:2-17). The sinful people discover that the arkwill not work
as a good-luck charm or a magical weapon. Without teshuvah (repentance) and obedient
holiness, Israel will be defeated, as Samson discovered in his own experience with the
Philistines. But the Philistine g-d Dagon cannot stand in the presence of the ark; rather,
it falls in broken obeisance. This means that if the people of G-d through their sin lose
the power of G-d, that does not mean that G-dʼs Word has lost its power. G-d is the true
king of Israel, and the people need to beware of the tyrannical exploitation they may be
asking for when they act like other nations. It turns out that King Saul, lacking covenant
loyalty to the Word of G-d, falls short of the theocratic ideal, and his life becomes a foil
against which to view the description of the Moshiach in 2Sm 7:12-17, “But I will not take
my steadfast love from him (Dovidʼs Son, the Moshiach), as I took it from Saul, whom I
put away from before you (Dovid).” In 1Sm 17 we see the killing by the youth Dovid of
the Philistine champion Goliath (10 feet tall, weighing in with a 150 lb. coat and a 19 lb.
spear head). Davidʼs victory over Goliath begins to trigger Saulʼs jealousy and eventual
unraveling (18:7-8). Later Saul tries to kill David, but G-d puts a wonderful brotherly love
for Dovid in the heart of Saulʼs son Jonathan, who rescues Dovid from Saulʼs murderous
wrath and seems to hold a serene and unselfish knowledge that Dovid and not he will
inherit the throne (20:13-15). Like Jonathan, Davidʼs wife Michal, Saulʼs young daughter,
also helps David escape (19:11-17). In the Philistine city of Gath Dovid has to use his wits
to save himself, pretending to be mad. The Philistine king Akhish later makes Dovid his
mercenary and gives him the village of Ziglag (though, as his mercenary, Dovid outwits
him, and, in a holywar, destroys non-Israelite villages rather than his own Jewish people).
In any event, Akhish is convinced enough by Dovidʼs acting skill to let him dowhatever he
wants (see 21:10-15) except fight side by sidewith the Philistine (29:3-11), somethingDovid
doesn't want to do anyway, especially against his own people. Up to this point Dovid with
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his own private army seems to act like a sort of Jewish Robin Hood, even hiring himself
out as a private police force. When a wealthy sheep owner Nabal (naval means “fool”)
rejects Dovid andmessianic associationwith himand thereby proves himself a true “fool,”
his death opens the door for his widow to become Dovidʼs wife. This woman, Abigail,
is carried off from Ziklag by Amalekites (30:2) along with “the women and all who were
in” Ziklag. In a foreshadow of the coming rejected Moshiach, Dovid is almost stoned by
his own people, very much like Moses (Ex 17:4; 1Sm 30:6), both Dovid and Moshe being
messianic types of the Servant of the L-rd (Dt 34:5; 1Sm25:39; Isa 53:11). Chapter 8:8 shows
that G-d is a rejected G-d; therefore, we should not be surprised that the Moshiach is a
rejectedMoshiach (Isaiah53). Butnotice thatwhenDovid theKing is rejectedby the Jewish
people, he is accepted by the Gentiles, the Philistines (see Ac 28:28)! Then, after that, the
Jewish people accept him and crown him king, as we shall see in II Shmuel. At the end of I
Shmuel, signalling that the people of Israel once again have no king and need Dovid their
King to be their deliverer, a horrible picture comes into view: Saul and Jonathan and all
Saulʼs sons are killed by the Philistines atMtGilboa. 1Sm3:7; 1Sm2:12-17 contain ominous
warnings against those who are dabbling in religion and have not had the new creation
experience of the new birth.
I Shmuel is an amazing character study of the tragedy of King Saul. A slow break-down

in his character is carefully presented to us as a warning. We too could become like him,
jealous, cracking under pressure, not obeying G-dwith fearful care and attention to detail,
taking our eyes offG-d, offHisWord, laying down carnal and arbitrary policies, getting out
of step with the Ruach Hakodesh, no longer lifting up the glory of G-d but instead building
amonument to ourselves [see 1Sm 15:12]. If we are become spoiled, and focus on our own
prerogatives rather than G-dʼs, He may lose patience with us and replace us, if we abuse
our privileges. G-d doesn't want to be obeyed ourway; Hewants to be obeyedHisway. See
1Sm 15 andwhat happens if we rebel against this teaching.
Saulʼs personalMeribah-Massah experience took place at Gilgalwhere his rebellion cost

him his ministry [review 1Sm 13:8-14; Ex 17:1-7; Num 20:1-13; Ps 106:32; 95:8; Dt 33:8; MJ
3:8.] HereweseeSaul repeating inhiskinglyperson theexperienceof the childrenof Israel
in thewilderness. Every generationhas aKadesh-Barnea opportunity to obey the L-rd and
to follow Him and to gain new ground for the Kingdom of G-d, or else to hesitate; and, as
the story of thewilderness illustrates, hewho shrinks back, hewho hesitates, is lost. Every
generation is put to a test and a trial— either tomarch ahead in faith and take someground
for G-d, or to rebel and “grumble in your tents” and die with a faithless hardened heart in
thewilderness. If evenMoses, great thoughhewas, fell shortof theL-rdʼsholyexpectations
and was punitively replaced, how much more should we be careful not to rebel against
G-dʼs Word. We see that Saul repeated the sins Israel committed when she entered the
Promised Land: Saul committed the sin of Achan (compare Josh.chp 7 and 1Sm 15:13-23)
and Saul almost caused the death of Jonathan (compare Jephthahʼs daughter— Judg 11:39
and 1Sm 14:28-30). A minister should stay small in his own eyes (1Sm 15:17), unless he
wants to be replaced. There is always a young Davidwaiting in thewings to replace an old
proud Saul.
We see in Saul aman demonized and depressed and verymuch in need of, among other

things, deliverance through music ministry. We see the importance of spiritual song in
1Sm 16:14-23. Davidʼs musical skill has left us a rich treasure to worship G-d, but it is also
important to remember the demonic oppression of Saul and how it was abated by Davidʼs
harp. Notice the importance of theministry ofmusic in 1Sm 18:10-12. 1Sm 16:17 indicates
that the L-rdʼsmusicianmust be an artist who can playwell. Theman of G-d is necessarily
a refugee in a wicked and G-d-hating world, but in 1Sm G-d gives Dovid favor and guides
his steps to safety. See chapter 19. In chapter 22we see thewickedness of Saul, who has no
respect for G-dʼs ministers. This is called anti-clericalism. Increasingly the world is filling
upwithSauls andpreparing for theGreatTribulationwhen theBrit Chadashakehillahwill
be under a final massive anti-Moshiach assault of anticlericalism. See 1Sm 23:14. Notice
that when Dovid seemingly lost everything at Ziklag, he “strengthened himself in the L-rd
his G-d” (1Sm 30:6). However, by contrast, on the verge of losing everything, Saul turned
to the occult. In this we also see the destructive results of involvement with psychics and
fortune-tellers or any occult practice.
A concordance search of the word “Moshiach” in 1Sm reveals it as a concept lying

just under the surface in the Bibleʼs discussion of the first king of Israel. There are also
Messianic allusions in 1Sm that are cross-referenced by other parts of the Tanakh. Notice
1Sm9:17whereyousee thewordsHINEIHAISH(BEHOLDTHEMAN).Thisphrasebecomes
a Messianic Prophecy in Zech 6:12, which says HINEI ISH and then adds the post-Exilic
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code word for Moshiach, TZEMACH (“BRANCH” [of Dovid]) SHMO ([is] his Name). The
namedperson is the post-Exilic KohenGadolwhoseMessianic Personal Name is Yehoshua
in Hebrew, Yeshua in Aramaic, and in Greek Yoh-tah, ee-tah, seegh-mah, oh-mee-krone,
eeps-ee-long, final seegh-mah. The successor to Moses, also named Yehoshua, is a Symbol
of King Moshiach. Yehoshua (Joshua, Yeshua, Neh 8:17) is called “the servant of the L-
rd” in the book of Joshua (Josh 24:29). Like Caleb, Joshua is also a sign-man, an ominous
mofet of the KingMessiah, for Joshua is an agent of chesed (undeserved, unmeritedmercy
e.g. in the case of the prostitute Rahab) and of wrath and judgment or condemnation,
in the holy war of G-d against the seven wicked nations in the Promised Land. The
prophet Daniel, who also speaks of both the chesed of chayei olam (eternal life) as well
as judgment and condemnation (Dan 12:2), gives us a glorious apocalyptic picture of this
comingKing, thisMoshiach of the Clouds ofHimel (Dan7:13-14). Furthermore, Dt 18:15-19
foretells the prophet like Moses that G-d will raise up in the Promised Land, the Prophet-
Moshiach. Yeshayah infers that the Moshiach will be a new Moses (Isa 42:15-16; 49:9-
10) and a new Joshua (Isa 49:8). The immediate (not final) fulfillment of the Dt 18:15-19
prophecy is Yehoshua (Joshua/Yeshua). The Sages (Avot 1:1) tell us that Moses accepted
the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua/Yeshua. Not only that, Joshua/Yeshua
is indeed a Moses-like prophet, because it was to Joshua and not to Moses that G-d gave
the revelation of the boundaries of the tribal portions of Eretz Yisrael. Moses died in the
wilderness because he angeredG-d, but Joshua led the people victoriously to the promised
new life in the Holy Land. Thus, Joshua (the Aramaic form of whose name is Yeshua —
see Neh 8:17) is a prophetic sign of the King Moshiach, the ruler from among his brethren
who, like Moses and Prince Joseph, the Savior in Egypt, would lead Israelʼs true faithful
remnant all theway from the rebelliousunbelief resulting indeath in thewilderness to the
eternal salvation andMessianic deliverance foreshadowed in the book of Joshua. Another
Messianic allusion in 1Sm that is cross-referenced elsewhere in the Tanakh is 1Sm 10:1,
where Shmuel anoints King Saul and submissively, showing honor, kisses him. Ps 2:11-12
warns that Moshiach must be approached in this way, “lest ye perish” or be “destroyed
in your way.” Still another Messianic allusion in 1Sm is 9:20 where Shmuel says, And on
whomiskol chemdatYisroel (all theDesireofYisroel)? Is it not on thee, i.e. on theAnointed
King, the Moshiach? Now we go to Hag 2:7 where the post-Exilic prophet Chaggai, with
greatMessianicportent, prophesies thatG-d is going to shake theheavensand theChemdat
kol Goyim (the Desired of all Nations, i.e. the Moshiach) will come. Moshiachʼs coming is
referred to many times in the Tanakh. “Until Shiloh Come” is a phrase found in Gn 49:10.
Moshe tells us there that the Deliverer will come through the Tribe of Yehudah or Judah.
Judah is the tribe of Moshiach and is therefore the first to break camp (Num 2:3,9) and
makes the first offering (Num 7:12) and sets out first in themarch from Sinai (Num 10:14).
See also Prov 8:23 where HASHEMʼs Wisdom, HisWord, is also “first” as well as Judg 20:18,
where Moshiachʼs tribe is likewise called “first.” Gn 49:10 says, “The shevet (sceptre) shall
not depart from Yehudah, nor a Mekhokek (Lawgiver) from between his raglayim (feet),
until Shiloh [Shin, lamed, holamvavcanmean ‘until hewhose it is’] come; anduntohimshall
be the obedience of the amim (peoples, nations).” The inference of Gn 49:10 is that Judahʼs
sovereignty (shepherdʼs staff) will remain with that tribe until the coming of Dovid and
the Ben Dovid Moshiach. See Ezek 21:27 and its reference to Gn 49:10, “until he comes to
whom it rightfully belongs.” Gn 49:10 says “the obedience of the peoples” is his, that is, the
Moshiachʼs. Sanhedrin 98b says that is indeed aMessianic prophecy.

1Now there was a certain man of Ramatayim Tzophim, of the hill country of Ephrayim,
and his namewas Elkanah ben Yerocham ben Elihu ben Tochu ben Tzuph, from Ephrat;

2And he had two wives; the name of the one was Channah, and the name of the other
Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but Channah had no children.

3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto HASHEM
Tzva'os in Shiloh. And the twobanimof Eli, Chophni and Pinchas, the kohanimofHASHEM,
were there.

4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered sacrifice, he gave to Peninnah his wife,
and to all her banim and her banot, portions;

5 But unto Channah he gave a double portion; for he loved Channah; but HASHEM had
shut up her womb.

6 And her tzarah (adversary) also provoked her greatly, for to make her fret, because
HASHEM had shut up her womb.

7And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the Bais HASHEM, so she provoked
her; therefore she wept, and did not eat.
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8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Channah, why weepest thou? And why eatest
thou not? Andwhy is thy lev bitter? Am not I better to thee than asarah banim?

9 So Channah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli
HaKohen sat upon a chair bymezuzat Heikhal HASHEM.

10And she was in bitterness of nefesh, and davened unto HASHEM, and wept greatly.
11And she vowed a neder (vow), and said, O HASHEM Tzva'os, if thouwilt indeed look on

themisery of thine handmaid, and rememberme, and not forget thine handmaid, butwilt
give unto thine handmaid zera anashim, then Iwill give himuntoHASHEMkol yamei of his
chayyah, and there shall no razor come upon his head.

12And it came to pass, as she continued davening before HASHEM, that Eli observed her
mouth.

13 Now Channah, she davened in her lev; only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard; therefore Eli thought her to be shikkorah.

14And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunk? Put away thy yayin from thee.
15And Channah answered and said, No, adoni, I am an isha of a keshat ruach (oppressed

spirit); I have drunk neither yayin nor strong drink, but have poured outmynefesh before
HASHEM.

16 Take not thine amah (handmaid, servant) for a bat Beliyaal; for out of the abundance
of my anguish and ka'as (grief) have I davened hitherto.

17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in shalom; and Elohei Yisroel grant thee thy petition
that thou hast asked of Him.

18And she said, Let thine handmaid find chen (grace, favor) in thy sight. So the ishawent
her way, and did eat, and her countenance was nomore sad.

19 And they rose up in the boker early, and worshiped before HASHEM and returned,
and came to their bais in Ramah; and Elkanah knew Channah his wife; and HASHEM
remembered her.

20And it came to pass in due time, after Channahhad conceived, that she bore a ben, and
called his name Shmuel (Heard of G-d) saying, Because fromHASHEM I have asked for him.

21 And the man Elkanah, and all his bais, went up to offer unto HASHEM the zevach
hayamim (sacrifice of the days), and his neder (vow).

22But Channahwentnot up; for she saiduntoherhusband, Iwill not goupuntil the child
beweaned, and then I will bring him, that hemay appear before HASHEM, and there abide
forever.

23And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou
have weaned him; only HASHEM make good (establish) His devar. So the isha stayed, and
nursed her ben until she weaned him.

24And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, and one
ephah of flour, and a skin of yayin, and brought him unto the Bais HASHEM in Shiloh; and
the child was young.

25And they slaughtered a bull, and brought the child to Eli.
26 And she said, Oh adoni, as thy nefesh liveth, adoni, I am the isha that stood by thee

here, davening unto HASHEM.
27For this child I davened; andHASHEMhath givenmemypetitionwhich I asked of Him;
28 Therefore also I make him one lent to HASHEM; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to

HASHEM.
And he worshiped HASHEM there.

2
1And Channah davened, and said,

My lev rejoiceth in HASHEM,
mine keren is exalted in HASHEM;
mymouth is opened wide over mine oyevim;
because I rejoice with simchah in Thy Yeshu'ah (Salvation).

2There is none kadosh like HASHEM;
for there is none besides Thee;
neither is there any Tzur like Eloheinu.
3Talk nomore so exceeding proudly;
let not atak (insolence) come out of yourmouth;
for HASHEM is El De'ot (a G-d who intensively knows),
and by Him alilot (actions) are weighed.
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4Keshet gibborim are broken,
and they that stumbled are girded with chayil (strength).
5They that were full have hired out themselves for lechem;
and they that were hungry are such nomore;
so that the barren hath born shivah;
and she that hath rabbat banimwithers in grief.
6HASHEM bringethmot, andmaketh chayyim;
He bringeth down to Sheol, and raiseth up.
7HASHEMmaketh poor, and bringeth oisher;
He bringeth low, and lifteth up.
8He raiseth up the dal (poor) out of the aphar (dust),
and lifteth up the evyon (needy) from the dunghill,
to seat them among nedivim (nobles),
and to make them inherit the kisse kavod;
for the pillars of the earth belong to HASHEM,
and He hath set the tevel (world) upon them.

9He is shomer over the feet of His chasidim,
and the resha'im shall be silenced in choshech;
for by ko'ach shall no ish prevail.
10Those striving against HASHEM shall be shattered;
out of Shomayim shall He thunder upon him;*
HASHEM shall judge the afsei eretz (ends of the earth);
and He shall give oz (strength) unto His Melech,
and exalt the keren (horn, power) of His Moshiach.

11And Elkanah went to Ramah to his bais. And the na'ar was mesharet (minister) unto
HASHEM under Eli HaKohen.

12Now the Bnei Eli were Bnei Beliyaal; they knew not HASHEM.
13And themishpat hakohanim (kohenʼs custom)with the peoplewas, that, when any ish

offered zevach, the na'ar hakohen came,while the basarwas cooking, with amazleg (fork)
of shlosh hashineayim (three prongs, lit. teeth) in his yad;

14And he would plunge it into the kiyyor (basin) or dud (kettle) or kalakhat (caldron) or
parur (pot); all that themazleg brought up the kohen took for himself. So they did in Shiloh
unto kol Yisroel that came there.

15 Also before they burned the chelev, the na'ar hakohen came, and said to the ish
hazove'ach (man making the sacrifice), Give basar to roast for the kohen; for he will not
accept cooked basar of thee, only raw.

16And if any ish said unto him, Let themfirst not fail to burn the chelev, and then take as
much as thy nefesh desireth; then he would answer him, Nay; but thou shalt hand it over
to me now; and if not, I will take it by chazakah (force).

17Wherefore the chattat hane'arimwas gedolahme'od before HASHEM; for the anashim
treated with contempt theminchat HASHEM.

18 But Shmuel was mesharet (minister) before HASHEM, being a na'ar, girded with an
ephod bad (linen robe).

19Moreover immomade himame'il katon (a little robe), and brought it to him fromyear
to year, when she came up with her ish to offer the zevach hayamim†(yearly or annual
sacrifice).

20And Eli put on Elkanah and his isha a brocha, and said, HASHEM give thee zera of this
isha in place of the she'elah (asked for [one] of) HASHEM that was lent. And theywent unto
his makom (place, home).

21And HASHEM visited Channah, so that she conceived, and bore three banim and two
banot. And the na'ar Shmuel grew before HASHEM.

22Now Eli was zaken me'od, and heard all that his banim did unto kol Yisroel; and how
they lay with the nashim hatzove'ot (women inministry service) at the petach Ohel Mo'ed.

23And he said unto them,Why do ye such things? For I hear of your evil deeds from kol
HaAm (all the People).

24Nay, my banim; for it is no good report that I hear; yemake AmHASHEM to transgress.

* 2:10 the contentious † 2:19 Ex 28:31f
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25 If one ish sin against another ish, Elohim shall intervene as arbiter for him; but if an
ish sin against HASHEM, who shall entreat for him? Notwithstanding they paid heed not
unto the kol avihem (voice of their father), because HASHEMwilled to execute them.

26And the na'ar Shmuel was growing, andwas in favor bothwith HASHEM and also with
anashim.

27And there came an Ish Elohim unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Did I
not plainly reveal Myself unto the Bais Avicha, when they were in Mitzrayim under Bais
Pharaoh?

28And did I not choose him out of kol Shivtei Yisroel to be Kohen to Me, to ascend Mine
Mizbe'ach, to burn ketoret, to wear an Ephod inMy presence? And did I give unto the Bais
Avicha all the fire offerings of the Bnei Yisroel?

29Why kick scornfully at My zevach and Myminchah, which I have commanded in My
ma'on (habitation, dwelling);‡ and honorest thy banim above Me, to make yourselves fat
with the chiefest of kol minchat Yisroel, before Ami (My People).

30ThereforeHASHEMElohei Yisroel saith, I said indeed that thyBais, and theBais Avicha,
shouldwalkbeforeMeadolam (forever); butnowHASHEMsaith, Be it far fromMe; for them
that honorMe I will honor, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.

31Hinei, the yamim are coming, that I will cut off thine zero'a, and the zero'a of the Bais
Avicha, that there shall not be a zaken in thine Bais.

32And thou shalt see TzarMa'on§ in spite of all that Hewill do of tov to Yisroel; and there
shall not be a zaken in thine Bais kol hayamim.

33And the ish of thine,whom I shall not cut off fromMineMizbe'ach, shall be to consume
thine eyes, and to grieve thine nefesh; and all the increase of thine Bais shall die anashim.*

34And this shall beHaOt unto thee, that shall comeupon thy two banim, on Chophni and
on Pinchas: in one day they shall die both of them.

35And I will raise up for Me a Kohen Ne'eman, that shall do according to that which is
in Mine lev and in My nefesh; and I will build for him a Bais Ne'eman; and he shall walk
before MineMoshiach kol hayamim.

36And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left in thine Bais shall come and bow
beforehim† to get an agorat kesef (a silver coin) andakikar lechem (loaf of bread), and shall
say, Putmeplease intooneof theKehunnot (Divisionsof theKehunah), that Imayget apiece
of lechem to eat.

3
1And the na'ar Shmuel ministered unto HASHEM before Eli. And the Devar HASHEMwas

yakar (precious, dear, rare) in those days; there was no chazon nifratz [prophetic] vision
open, spread out, common.*

2And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was lying down in his makom (his eyes had
began to grow dim, that he could not see);

3And theNerElohimhadnotyet goneout in theHeikhalHASHEM,where theAronElohim
was, and Shmuel was lying down;

4That HASHEM called Shmuel; and he answered, Hineni.
5And he ran unto Eli, and said, Hineni; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie

down again. And he went and lay down.
6 And HASHEM called yet again, Shmuel. And Shmuel got up and went to Eli, and said,

Hineni; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, beni; lie down again.
7Now Shmuel did not yet know HASHEM; the Devar HASHEM was not yet revealed unto

him.†
8 And HASHEM called Shmuel again the third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and

said, Hineni; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that HASHEMwas calling the na'ar.
9 Therefore Eli said unto Shmuel, Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He call thee, that thou

shalt say, Speak, HASHEM; for Thy eved (servant) shomei'a (is listening). So Shmuel went
and lay down in his makom.

10 And HASHEM came, and stood, and called as at other times, Shmuel, Shmuel. Then
Shmuel answered, Speak; for Thy eved shomei'a.

11 And HASHEM said to Shmuel, Hinei, I am doing a thing in Yisroel, at which both the
oznayim of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his
Bais; from beginning even to the end.

‡ 2:29 See Yn 14:2 § 2:32 See 1Sm 4:11 and Jer 7:12-14 * 2:33 i.e., not zekenim † 2:36 i.e., the Kohen Ne'eman
* 3:1 i.e., prophetic vision was uncommon † 3:7 See Yn 1:1,14
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13 For I have told him that I will judge his Bais ad olam for the avon (iniquity)which he
knoweth; because his banim brought klalot (curses) upon themselves, and he restrained
them not.

14And therefore I have sworn unto the Bais Eli, that there shall be no kapporah for the
avon Bais Eli by zevach norminchah ad olam.

15And Shmuel lay until boker, and opened the dlatot Beis HASHEM. And Shmuel feared
to show Eli the mareh (vision).

16Then Eli called Shmuel, and said, Shmuel, beni. And he answered, Hineni.
17And he said,What is the davar that HASHEM hath said unto thee? Nowhide it not from

me; Elohim do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide anything from me of all the things
that He said unto thee.

18AndShmuel told himeverything, andhidnothing fromhim. Andhe said, It isHASHEM;
let Him dowhat seemeth Him tov.

19And Shmuel grew, andHASHEMwaswith him, and did let none of his‡words fall to the
ground.

20And kol Yisroel fromDan even to Be'er-Sheva knew that Shmuelwas established to be
a navi of HASHEM.

21 And HASHEM appeared again in Shiloh; for HASHEM revealed Himself to Shmuel in
Shiloh by the Devar HASHEM.

4
1And the davar Shmuel came to kol Yisroel. NowYisroel went out tomeet inmilchamah

the Pelishtim (Philistines), and encamped at Even-Ezer; and the Pelishtim (Philistines)
encamped at Aphek.

2 And the Pelishtim (Philistines) put themselves in array to meet Yisroel [in battle];
and when the milchamah spread, Yisroel was defeated before the Pelishtim; and they
slaughtered on the ma'arakhah (battleground) in the sadeh about arba'at alafim ish (four
thousandmen).

3 And when HaAm were come into the machaneh, the Ziknei Yisroel said, Why hath
HASHEM defeated us today before the Pelishtim (Philistines)? Let us bring the Aron Brit
HASHEM out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the
palm of oyeveinu (our enemies).

4SoHaAmsent to Shiloh, that theymight bring from there theAronBritHASHEMTzva'os,
Whodwellethbetween thekeruvim; and the twoBneiEli, ChophniandPinchas,were there
with the Aron Brit HaElohim.

5And when the Aron Brit HASHEM came into the machaneh, kol Yisroel shouted with a
teru'ah gedolah, so that ha'aretz shook.

6And when the Pelishtim (Philistines) heard the kol hateruah, they said, What meaneth
kol hateruah hagedolah hazot in the machaneh HaIvrit? And they understood that the
Aron HASHEMwas come into themachaneh.

7 And the Pelishtim (Philistines) were afraid, for they said, elohim is come into the
machaneh. And they said, Oy lanu! For there hath not been such a thing as this heretofore.

8Oy lanu! Whoshall saveusoutof theyadof theseelohimha'adirim (mightyg-ds)? These
are the g-ds that struck theMitzrayimwith kol makkah (all the plagues) in themidbar.

9Be strong and conduct yourselves like anashim, O ye Pelishtim (Philistines), that ye be
not avadimunto the Ivrim (Hebrews), as theyhavebeen subject to you; conduct yourselves
like anashim, and fight.

10 And the Pelishtim fought, and Yisroel was defeated, and they fled every ish into his
ohel; and therewasmakkah gedolahme'od (a very great slaughter); for there fell of Yisroel
shloshim elef foot soldiers.

11And the Aron Elohimwas captured; and the two Bnei Eli, Chophni and Pinchas, died.
12And there ran an ish of Binyamin out of the ma'arakhah (battleground), and came to

Shiloh the same day with his clothes torn, and with adamah upon his rosh.
13And when he arrived, hinei, Eli sat upon a kisse by the side of the derech, watching;

for his lev anxiously trembled for the Aron HaElohim. And when the ish came into the Ir
[of Shiloh], and told it, kol HaIr cried out.

14And when Eli heard the sound of the outcry, he said, What meaneth the noise of this
tumult? And the ish came in hastily, and told Eli.

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were kamah (set, stiff, fixed
motionless), that he could not see.

‡ 3:19 Shmuelʼs
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16And the ish said unto Eli, I amhe that came out of thema'arakhah (battle-ground), and
I fled today from thema'arakhah. And he said, What happened there, beni?

17And the mevaser (herald, bringer of news, bearer of tidings, evangelist) answered and
said, Yisroel is fled before the Pelishtim, and there hath been also a magefah gedolah
among HaAm, and thy two banim also, Chophni and Pinchas, are dead, and the Aron
HaElohim is captured.

18And it came to pass, when he made mention of the Aron HaElohim, that he fell from
off the kisse backward by the side of the sha'ar, and his neck was broken, and he died; for
the ish was zaken (old) and kaved (heavy). And he had judged Yisroel arba'im shanah.

19And his kallah (daughter-in-law), eshet Pinchas, was with child, near to be delivered;
andwhen she heard the tidings that the Aron HaElohimwas captured, and that her kham
(womanʼs father-in-law) and her ish were dead, she fell upon her knees in labor and gave
birth; for her labor pains came upon her.

20And about the time of hermot (death) the attendingwomen said unto her, Fear not; for
thou hast born ben. But she answered not, neither did her lev pay attention.

21 And she named the na'ar Ikhavod (Inglorious), saying, The kavod is departed from
Yisroel; because theAronHaElohim is captured, andbecauseofherkham (womanʼs father-
in-law) and her ish.

22And she said, The kavod is departed from Yisroel; for the Aron HaElohim is captured.

5
1And the Pelishtim (Philistines) captured the AronHaElohim, and brought it fromEven-

Ezer unto Ashdod.
2When the Pelishtim (Philistines) took the Aron HaElohim, they brought it into the Bais

Dagon, and set it beside Dagon.
3 And when they of Ashdod arose early the next day, hinei, Dagon was fallen upon his

face on the ground before the Aron HASHEM. And they took Dagon, and returned him to
his makom.

4Andwhen they arose baboker on the next day, hinei, Dagonwas fallen upon his face on
the ground before the AronHASHEM; and the rosh Dagon and both the kapot (palms) of his
hands were cut off upon themiftan (threshold); only the trunk of Dagonwas left to him.

5 Therefore neither the kohanim of Dagon, nor any that enter Bais Dagon, tread on the
miftan (threshold) of Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

6 But the Yad HASHEM was heavy upon the Ashdodim, and He brought desolation, and
struck themwith techorim (tumors), even Ashdod and the vicinity thereof.

7Andwhen the anshei Ashdod saw that itwas so, they said, TheAronElohei Yisroel shall
not abide with us; for His Yad is hard upon us, and upon Dagon eloheinu.

8They sent therefore and gathered all rulers of the Pelishtim (Philistines)unto them, and
said, What shall we do with the Aron Elohei Yisroel? And they answered, Let the Aron
Elohei Yisroel be brought about unto Gat. And they brought the Aron Elohei Yisroel about
to there.

9And it was so, that, after they had brought it about, the Yad HASHEM was against the Ir
withamehumahgedolahme'od (averygreat tumult, commotion); andHe struck theanshei
HaIr, both katon and gadol, so that techorim (tumors) broke out on them.

10 Therefore they sent the Aron HaElohim to Ekron. And it came to pass, as the Aron
HaElohim came to Ekron, that the Ekronim cried out, saying, They have brought about the
Aron Elohei Yisroel to us, to slay us and our people.

11 So they sent and gathered together all the rulers of the Pelishtim (Philistines), and
said, Send away the Aron Elohei Yisroel, and let it return to its own makom,* that it slay
us not, and our people; for there was a mehumah (tumult, public panic) of mavet (death)
throughout kol HaIr; the Yad HaElohimwas very heavy there.

12And the anashim that died notwere struckwith the techorim (tumors); and the outcry
of the Ir went up to Shomayim.

6
1 And the Aron HASHEM was in the territory of the Pelishtim (Philistines) shivah

chodashim.
2 And the Pelishtim (Philistines) called for the* kohanim and the kosemim (sorcerers),

saying, What shall we do with the Aron HASHEM? Tell us wherewith we shall send it to its
makom (place).

* 5:11 See 2Chr 6:41 * 6:2 Dagon



SHMUEL ALEF 6:3 294 SHMUEL ALEF 6:21

3And they said, If ye send away the Aron Elohei Yisroel, send it not away empty; but ye
shall surely return toHiman asham (trespass offering); then ye shall be healed, and it shall
be known to you why His Yad is not removed from you.

4 Then they said, What shall be the asham (trespass offering) which we shall return to
Him? Theyanswered, Five techorimof zahav, andfiveakhbarim (rats)of zahav, according
to the number of rulers of the Pelishtim: for one magefah (plague)was on you all, and on
your rulers.

5 So ye shall make tzalmei techorim (likenesses of tumors) of yours, and tzalmei
akhabarim (likenesses of rats) of yours, of thatwhichmar the land; and ye shall give kavod
unto Elohei Yisroel; perhapsHewill lightenHis Yad fromoff you, and fromoff eloheichem
(your g-ds), and from off your land.

6Now thenwhy do ye harden levavchem, as theMitzrayim and Pharaoh hardened their
hearts? WhenHe hadwrought wonderfully among them, did they not send them away, so
that they departed?

7 Now therefore make an agalah chadashah (new cart, wagon), and take two milch†
cows,‡ on which there hath come no ol (yoke), and hitch the cows to the agalah, and take
their calves home, away from them;

8And take theAronHASHEM, and lay it upon theagalah; andput thekelei hazahav,which
ye send back toHim for an asham (trespass offering), in a box by the side thereof; and send
it away, that it may go.

9And see: if it§ goeth up by the derech of its own territory* toward Beit-Shemesh, then
He hath done us this ra'ah hagedolah (great disaster); but if not, thenwe shall know that it
is not His Yad that struck us; the evil came upon usmikreh (by chance, by accident).

10And the anashimdid so; and took twomilch cows, andhitched them to the agalah, and
penned up their calves babayit;

11 And they laid the Aron HASHEM upon the agalah, and the box with the akhbarim of
zahav and the tzalmei techorim (likenesses of tumors) of theirs.

12And the cows took the straight derech to the derech Beit-Shemesh, andwent along the
path, lowing as theywent, and turnednot aside to the yaminor to the semol; and the rulers
of the Pelishtimwent after them as far as the border of Beit-Shemesh.

13 And they of Beit-Shemesh were kotzerim (harvesting) their ketzir chittim (wheat
harvest) in the valley; and they lifted up their eyes, and saw the Aron, and they rejoiced
to see it.

14And the agalah came into the sadeh of Yehoshua, aman of Beit-Shemesh, and stopped
there, where there was an even gedolah (a large rock); and they chopped up the wood of
the agalah, and offered the cows as an olah (burnt offering) unto HASHEM.

15And the Levi'im took down the Aron HASHEM, and the box that was with it, wherein
were the kelei zahav, and put them on the even hagedolah (large rock); and the anashim
of Beit-Shemesh offered olot (burnt offerings) and sacrificed zevakhim (sacrifices) on that
day unto HASHEM.

16And when the five rulers of the Pelishtim saw it, they returned to Ekron on that same
day.

17 And these are the techorim (tumors) of zahav which the Pelishtim (Philistines)
returned for an asham (trespass offering) unto HASHEM; for Ashdod one, for Azah (Gaza)
one, for Ashkelon one, for Gat one, for Ekron one;

18And the akhbarim of zahav, according to the mispar of all the towns of the Pelishtim
(Philistines)belonging to thefive rulers, bothof fortified cities andof countryvillages, even
unto Avel HaGedolah, whereon they set down the Aron HASHEM; it [the even hagedolah]†
remaineth unto this day in the sadeh of Yehoshua, the man of Beit-Shemesh.

19And He struck down the anashim of Beit-Shemesh, because they had looked into the
Aron HASHEM,‡ even He struck down of HaAm shivim ish;§ and HaAmmourned, because
HASHEM had struck downmany of HaAmwith amakkah gedolah (a great stroke, blow).

20And the anashim of Beit-Shemesh said,Who is able to stand beforeHASHEMHaElohim
HaKadosh Hazeh (HASHEMthis holy G-d)? And to whom shall He* go up from us?

21 And they sent malachim to the inhabitants of Kiryat-Ye'arim saying, The Pelishtim
(Philistines) have returned the Aron HASHEM; come ye down, and take it up to you.

† 6:7milk-yielding ‡ 6:7 i.e., nursing cows § 6:9 the AronHASHEM * 6:9 i.e., Eretz Yisroel † 6:18 See verse

15 ‡ 6:19Num 4:20 § 6:19 and chamishim elef ish * 6:20HASHEM dwelling with the Aron HASHEM
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7
1And the anshei Kiryat-Ye'arim came, and took up the AronHASHEM, and brought it into

the bais Avinadav on the givah (hill), and set apart as kodesh El'azar bno to be shomer over
the Aron HASHEM.

2And it came to pass, while the Aron abode in Kiryat-Ye'arim, that the timewas long; for
it was esrim shanah; and kol Bais Yisroel mourned after HASHEM.

3And Shmuel spoke unto kol Bais Yisroel, saying, If ye do return unto HASHEM with all
your hearts, put away the elohei hanekhar and Ashtarot from among you, commit your
hearts unto HASHEM, serve Him only; and Hewill deliver you out of the yad Pelishtim.

4Then the Bnei Yisroel did put away Ba'alim and Ashtarot, and served HASHEM only.
5 And Shmuel said, Gather kol Yisroel to Mitzpah, and I will make intercessory prayer

and daven for you unto HASHEM.
6 And they gathered together at Mitzpah, and drew mayim, and poured it out before

HASHEM, and did a tzom on that day, and said there,We have sinned against HASHEM. And
Shmuel judged the Bnei Yisroel at Mitzpah.

7Andwhen the Pelishtimheard that the Bnei Yisroelwere gathered together atMitzpah,
the rulers of the Pelishtim went up against Yisroel. And when the Bnei Yisroel heard it,
they were afraid of the Pelishtim.

8And the Bnei Yisroel said to Shmuel, Cease not to cry out unto HASHEM Eloheinu for us,
that He will save us out of the yad Pelishtim.

9 And Shmuel took a suckling lamb, and offered him for an olah unto HASHEM; and
Shmuel cried out unto HASHEM on behalf of Yisroel; and HASHEM answered him.

10 And as Shmuel was offering up the olah, the Pelishtim drew near to battle against
Yisroel; but HASHEM thunderedwith a kol gadol on that day upon the Pelishtim, and threw
them into confusion and panic; and they were struck down before Yisroel.

11 And the Anshei Yisroel went from Mitzpah, and pursued the Pelishtim, and struck
them down, until they came to below Beit-Kar.

12ThenShmuel tookoneeven (stone), andset itupbetweenMitzpahandShen, andcalled
the shem of it Even-Ezer, saying, Hitherto hath HASHEM helped us.

13 So the Pelishtim were subdued, and they came no more into the territory of Yisroel;
and the yad HASHEMwas against the Pelishtim all the days of Shmuel.

14And the townswhich thePelishtimhadcaptured fromYisroelwere restored toYisroel,
from Ekron even unto Gat; and the territory thereof did Yisroel deliver out of the yad
Pelishtim.
And there was shalom between Yisroel and HaEmori (the Amorites).
15And Shmuel judged Yisroel all the days of his life.
16And he went from shanah b'shanah in circuit to Beit-El, and Gilgal, and Mitzpah, and

judged Yisroel in all those places.
17And his teshuvah (return)was to Ramah; for there was his bais; and there he judged

Yisroel; and there he built a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM.

8
1 And it came to pass, when Shmuel was old, that he made his banim shofetim over

Yisroel.
2 Now the shem of his ben habechor was Yoel; and the shem of his mishneh (second),

Aviyah; they were shofetim at Be'er-Sheva.
3Andhis banimwalked not in his drakhim, but turned aside after betza (dishonest gain),

and took shochad (bribe[s]), and pervertedmishpat (justice).
4Thenkol ZikneiYisroel gathered themselves together, andcame toShmueluntoRamah,
5And said unto him, Hinei, thou art old, and thy banim walk not in thy drakhim; now

appoint for us aMelech to judge us like kol HaGoyim.
6But the thing was displeasing in the eyes of Shmuel, when they said, Give us a Melech

to judge us. And Shmuel davened unto HASHEM.
7AndHASHEM said unto Shmuel, Shema unto the voice of HaAm in all that they say unto

thee; for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign as
Melech over them.

8According to all thema'asimwhich theyhave done since the day that I brought themup
out ofMitzrayimevenunto this day, wherewith they have forsakenMe, and served elohim
acherim, so do they also unto thee.

9Now therefore pay heed unto their voice; howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and
show them themishpat hamelech (customaryways of the king, kingly perogative) that shall
reign over them.
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10And Shmuel told all the Divrei HASHEM unto the people that asked of him aMelech.
11And he said, This will be the mishpat hamelech that shall reign over you: he will take

your banim, and appoint them for himself for his merkavah and his parashim; and some
shall run before his merkavah.

12 And he will appoint for him sarei elafim, and sarei chamishim and will set them to
plow his ground, and to reap his katzir (harvest), and to make his instruments of war, and
his chariot equipment.

13 And he will take your banot to be perfumers, and to be tabakhot (cooks) and ofe'ot
(bakers).

14Andhewill take your fields, and your kramim (vineyards), and your olive groves, even
the best of them, and give them to his avadim.

15 And he will take the tenth of your zera, and of your kramim (vines), and give to his
officers, and to his avadim.

16And he will take your avadim, and your shifchot, and your finest bochurim, and your
donkeys, and put them to his work.

17Hewill take the tenth of your tzon; and ye shall be his avadim.
18And ye shall cry out in that day because of yourmelechwhich ye shall have chosen for

you; and HASHEMwill not hear you in that day.
19Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Shmuel; and they said, No; butwe

will have aMelech over us;
20That we also may be like kol HaGoyim; and that our Melech may judge us, and go out

before us, and fight milchamoteinu (our battles).
21And Shmuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in the ears of

HASHEM.
22AndHASHEMsaid to Shmuel, Payheedunto their voice, and crown themaMelech. And

Shmuel said unto the Anshei Yisroel, Go ye back every ish unto his ir (town).

9
1Now there was an ish of Binyamin, shmo Kish Ben Aviel Ben Tzeror Ben Bechorat Ben

Aphiach, an ish of Binyamin, a gibbor chayil (man of valor).
2And he had a ben, shmo Sha'ul, a handsome bochur; and therewas not among the Bnei

Yisroel onemore handsome than he; he was head and shoulders taller than kol HaAm.
3And the donkeys of KishAvi Sha'ulwere lost. AndKish said to Sha'ul bno, Take nowone

of the ne'arimwith thee, and arise, go look for the donkeys.
4 And he passed through har Ephrayim, and passed through Eretz Shalishah, but they

found themnot; then they passed through Eretz Sha'alim, and theywere not there; and he
passed through the territory of Binyamin, but they found them not.

5And when they were come to Eretz Tzuph, Sha'ul said to his na'ar that was with him,
Come, and let us return; lest Avi stop caring for the donkeys, and become concerned for us.

6And he said unto him, Hinei now, there is in this town an Ish Elohim, an ish nikhbad
(an honorableman); all that he saith cometh surely to pass; now let us go there; perhaps he
can show us darkeinu (our way) that we should go.

7 Then said Sha'ul to his na'ar, But, hinei, if we go, what shall we bring the Ish? For the
lechem is all gone in our vessels, and there is not a teshurah (gift) for the Ish HaElohim:
what have we?

8 And the na'ar answered Sha'ul again, and said, Hinei, I have here at hand the fourth
part of a shekel of kesef; that will I give to the Ish HaElohim, to tell us darkeinu (our way).

9Beforetime in Yisroel, when an ishwent to inquire of Elohim, thus he spoke, Come, and
let us go to the ro'eh (seer): for he that is now called a navi was beforetime called a ro'eh
(seer).

10 Then said Sha'ul to his na'ar, Well said; come, let us go. So they went unto the town
where the Ish HaElohimwas.

11And as they went up the hill to the town, they found ne'arot (girls) going out to draw
mayim, and said unto them, Is the ro'eh here?

12And they answered them, and said, He is; hinei, he is ahead of you; make haste now,
forhe came today to the town; for there is a zevach (sacrifice) forHaAmtoday in thebamah
(high place);

13As soon as ye be come into the town, ye shall straightway find him, before he go up to
the high place to eat; for HaAmwill not eat until he come, because hu yevarech hazevach
(he doth bless the sacrifice); and afterwards hakeru'im (the ones being invited) eat. Now
therefore get you up; for about this time ye shall find him.
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14 And they went up into the town; and when they were come into the town, hinei,
Shmuel came out toward them as he was going up to the bamah (high place).

15 Now HASHEM galah (had revealed, unveiled) in the ozen (ear) of Shmuel yom echad
before Sha'ul came, saying,

16Makhar (tomorrow) about this time I will send thee an ish out of Eretz Binyamin, and
umeshachto (thou shalt anoint him) to be Nagid over My people Yisroel, that he may save
My people out of the yad Pelishtim; for I have looked upon My people, because their cry
has come untoMe.

17And when Shmuel saw Sha'ul, HASHEM said unto him, Hinei haIsh* whom I spoke to
thee of! This same shall rule over My people.

18Then Sha'ul drewnear to Shmuel in the sha'ar, and said, Tellme, now,where is theBais
HaRo'eh.

19And Shmuel answered Sha'ul, and said, I am the Ro'eh (seer): go up beforemeunto the
bamah (high place); for ye shall eat withme hayom, and baboker I will let thee go, andwill
tell thee all that is in thine levav.

20And as for thine donkeys that were lost hayom sheloshet hayamim (now three days),
set not thymind on them; for they are found. And onwhom is kol chemdat Yisroel (all the
Desire of Yisroel)?† Is it not on thee, and on Kol Bais Avicha?

21 And Sha'ul answered and said, Am not I of Binyamin, of the smallest of the Shivtei
Yisroel? And my mishpakhat the least of all the mishpekhot of the Shivtei Binyamin?
Wherefore then speakest thou so to me?

22AndShmuel tookSha'ul andhisna'ar, andbrought them into the room, andmade them
sit at themakomberosh (chief place) amonghakeru'im (the ones being invited), whichwere
about shloshim ish.

23And Shmuel said unto the tabakh (cook), Bring the portionwhich I gave thee, ofwhich
I said unto thee, Set it aside for thee.

24And the tabakh took up the shok (thigh piece), and that which was upon it, and set it
before Sha'ul. AndShmuel said, Hinei thatwhich is set aside! Set it before thee, and eat; for
unto this mo'ed hath it been set aside for thee since I said, I have invited HaAm. So Sha'ul
did eat with Shmuel that day.

25And when they were come down from the bamah (high place) into the town, Shmuel
communedwith Sha'ul upon the gag (rooftop).

26And they arose early; and it came to pass about shachar, that Shmuel called Sha'ul to
the gag (rooftop), saying, Up, that I may send thee away. And Sha'ul arose, and they went
out both of them, he and Shmuel, outside.

27And as they were going down to the outskirts of the town, Shmuel said to Sha'ul, Bid
the na'ar pass on before us (and he passed on), but stand thou still awhile, that Imay show
thee the Devar Elohim.

10
1Then Shmuel took a flask of shemen, and poured it upon his rosh, and kissed him,* and

said, Hath not HASHEMmeshachacha (anointed thee) to be Nagid over His nachalah?
2When thou art departed fromme today, then thou shalt find two anashimnearKevurat

Rachel on the border of Binyamin at Tzeltzach; and they will say unto thee, The donkeys
which thou wentest to seek are found; and, hinei, Avicha hath taken leave of caring about
the donkeys, and careth for you, saying, What shall I do for beni (my son)?

3 Then shalt thou go on forward from there, and thou shalt come to the plain of Tavor,
and there shall meet thee shloshah anashim going up to HaElohim to Beit-El, one carrying
shloshet gedayim (three young goats), and another carrying shloshet kikrot (three loaves)
lechem, and another carrying a skin of yayin;

4And theywill give thee a Shalom greeting, and give thee two of the lechem; which thou
shalt receive of their yad.

5After that thou shalt come to theGiveatHaElohim,where is the outpost of the Pelishtim
(Philistines); and it shall come to pass, when thou art come there to the Ir, that thou
shalt meet a chevel (company, band) of nevi'im coming down from the high place with a
nevel (lyre), tof (tambourine), khalil (flute), and kinnor (harp) before them; and they shall
prophesy;

6And the Ruach† of HASHEM will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them,
and shalt be changed into an ish acher (anotherman, a differentman).

* 9:17 Zech 6:12 † 9:20 See Hag 2:7 * 10:1 Ps 2:12 † 10:6Hakodesh
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7And let it be,when these otot (signs) are comeunto thee, that thoudowhat yadecha (thy
hand) finds;‡ for HaElohim is with thee.

8And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal; and, hinei, I will come down unto thee, to
offer olot (burnt offerings), and to sacrifice zivkhei shelamim (sacrifices of peace offerings);
shivat yamim shalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and show thee what thou shalt do.

9And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Shmuel, Elohim changed
for him a lev acher (another heart, a different heart); and all those otot (signs) came to pass
that day.

10 And when they came there to the Giv'ah (Hill), hinei, a chevel (company, band) of
nevi'im met him; and the Ruach§ of Elohim came upon him, and he prophesied among
them.

11And it came to pass, when all that knewhimbeforetime saw that, hinei, he prophesied
with the nevi'im, thenHaAm said one to another,What is this that hath happened unto the
Ben Kish? Is Sha'ul also among the nevi'im?

12 And an ish from that place answered and said, And who is avihem*(their father)?
Therefore it became amashal (proverb), Is Sha'ul also among the nevi'im?

13Andwhen he hadmade an end of prophesying, he came to the bamah (high place).
14 And the dod Sha'ul said unto him and to his na'ar, Where went ye? And he said, To

search for the donkeys; and whenwe saw that they were nowhere, we came to Shmuel.
15And the dod Sha'ul said, Tell me, now, what Shmuel said unto you.
16And Sha'ul said unto his dod, He told us plainly that the donkeys were found. But of

thematter of themelukhah (kingship), whereof Shmuel spoke, he told him not.
17And Shmuel called HaAm together unto HASHEM at Mitzpah;
18And said unto the Bnei Yisroel, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, I brought up Yisroel

out of Mitzrayim, and delivered you out of the yad Mitzrayim, and out of the yad kol
HaMamlachot, and of them that oppressed you;

19And ye have this day rejected Eloheichem, who Himself wasMoshi'a for you out of all
your adversities and your tzoroses; and ye have said unto Him, No, but set a Melech over
us. Now therefore present yourselves before HASHEM by your Shevatim (Tribes), and by
your alefim (thousands, larger kinship units).

20And when Shmuel had caused all the Shivtei Yisroel to come near, the Shevet (Tribe)
of Binyamin was lakhad (taken [by lot], singled out [by lot]).

21Whenhehad caused the Shevet (Tribe) of Binyamin to comenear by theirmishpekhot,
themishpakhatMatriwas lakhad (singledout [by lot]), andSha'ulBenKishwas lakhad; and
when they searched for him, he could not be found.

22 Therefore they inquired of HASHEM further, Has the ish come here yet? And HASHEM
answered, Hinei he hath hid himself among the kelim (vessels, baggage, stuff).

23And they ran and brought him out from there; and when he stood among HaAm, he
was taller than any of HaAm from his shekhamim (shoulders) upward.

24And Shmuel said to kol HaAm, See ye him whom HASHEM hath chosen? That there is
none like him among kol HaAm? And kol HaAm shouted, and said, May HaMelech live!

25Then Shmuel told HaAm themishpat haMelukhah†(right of themonarchy), and wrote
it in a sefer, and deposited it up before HASHEM. And Shmuel sent kol HaAm away, every
ish to his bais.

26And Sha'ul also went home to Giv'ah; and there went with him the valiant whose lev
Elohim had touched.

27But the Bnei Beliyaal said, How shall this one yoshi'einu (save us)? And they despised
him, and brought nominchah (gift). But he held his peace.

11
1ThenNachash theAmmoni cameup, and laid siege toYaveshGil'ad; andall theanashim

of Yavesh said unto Nachash, Make a brit with us, and wewill serve thee.
2And Nachash the Ammoni answered them, On this condition will I cut a brit with you,

that Imaygougeout all yourayinyamin (right eyes), and sobring cherpahuponkolYisroel.
3 And the Zekenim of Yavesh said unto him, Give us shivat yamim that we may send

malachim unto all the territory of Yisroel; and then, if there be no moshi'a to save us, we
will come out and surrender to thee.

4Thencame themalachimtoGiv'at Sha'ul, and told thedevarim in theoznayimofHaAm;
and kol HaAm lifted up their kol (voices), and wept.

‡ 10:7 i.e., what thou seest fit to do § 10:10Hakodesh * 10:12 cf. Am 7:14 † 10:25 see also Dt 17:14-20
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5And, hinei, Sha'ul came after the bakar out of the sadeh; and Sha'ul said, What aileth
HaAm that they weep? And they told him the divrei anshei Yavesh.

6And the Ruach Elohim came upon Sha'ul when he heard those devarim, and his anger
was kindled greatly.

7And he took a tzemed bakar, and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the
territory of Yisroel by the hands of malachim, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after
Sha'ul and after Shmuel, so shall it be done unto his bakar. And the pachadHASHEM fell on
HaAm, and they came out as ish echad.

8And when he mustered them at Bezek, the Bnei Yisroel were three hundred elef, and
the Ish Yehudah thirty elef.

9And they saidunto themalachimthat came, Thus shall ye sayunto the IshYaveshGil'ad,
Tomorrow, by the time the shemesh ishot, teshuahwill come toyou. So themalachimcame
and reported it to the anshei Yavesh; and they had simchah.

10Therefore the anshei Yavesh said, Tomorrowwewill come out to surrender unto you,
and ye shall do with us all that seemeth tov in your eyes.

11 And it was so on the next day, that Sha'ul set HaAm into shloshah rashim (three
companies); and they came into the midst of the machaneh in the ashmoret haboker
(morning watch), and slaughtered Ammon until the chom (heat) of the yom; and it came
to pass, that theywhich survivedwere scattered, so that no two of themwere left together.

12HaAm said unto Shmuel, Who is he that said, Shall Sha'ul reign as melech over us?
Bring the anashim, that wemay put them to death.

13And Sha'ul said, There shall not an ish be put to death this day; for today HASHEM hath
wrought Teshuah (Salvation) in Yisroel.

14 Then said Shmuel to HaAm, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the Meluchah
(kingdom) there.

15And kol HaAm went to Gilgal; and there they made Sha'ul Melech before HASHEM in
Gilgal; and there they sacrificed zevakhim of shelamim before HASHEM; and there Sha'ul
and kol Anshei Yisroel rejoiced with simchahme'od.

12
1And Shmuel said unto kol Yisroel, Hinei, I have paid heed unto your voice in all that ye

said untome, and have set a Melech over you.
2 And now, hinei, the Melech walketh before you; and I am old and grayheaded; and,

hinei, my banim are with you; and I have walked before you frommy youth unto hayom
hazeh.

3Hineni (here I am); testify againstme before HASHEM, and before HisMoshiach. Whose
shor (ox) have I taken? Or whose chamor (donkey) have I taken? Or whom have I
defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose yad have I accepted any kofer to
blindmine eyes therewith? And I will restitutionmake to you.

4And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken
anything from any yad ish.

5And he said unto them, Ed HASHEM(HASHEMis witness) against you, and His Moshiach
is ed (witness) this day, that ye have not found anything inmy yad. And they answered, He
is Ed (witness).

6 And Shmuel said unto HaAm, It is HASHEM that made Moshe and Aharon, and that
brought avoteichem up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may enter into shofet judgment with you before
HASHEM of kol tzidkot (all the righteous acts ),* which Hemade for you and avoteichem.

8 When Ya'akov was come into Mitzrayim, and avoteichem cried unto HASHEM, then
HASHEM sent Moshe and Aharon, which brought forth avoteichem out of Mitzrayim, and
made them dwell in this makom (place).

9And when they forgot HASHEM Eloheihem, He sold them into the yad Sisra, Sar Tzeva
Chatzor, and into the yad Pelishtim, and into the yadMelechMoav, and they fought against
them.

10 And they cried unto HASHEM, and said, Chatanu (we have sinned), because we have
forsaken HASHEM, and have served Ba'alim and Ashtarot; but now deliver us out of the
yad oyeveinu (power, hand of our enemies), and wewill serve Thee.

11And HASHEM sent Yeruba'al,† and Bedan, and Yiftach, and Shmuel, and delivered you
out of the yad oyeveichem on every side, and ye dwelled betach (in safety).

* 12:7 of HASHEM † 12:11 Gideon
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12And when ye saw that Nachash Melech Bnei Ammon came against you, ye said unto
me, No; but a Melech shall reign over us: when HASHEM Eloheichemwas yourMelech.

13Now therefore behold theMelechwhomye have chosen, and forwhomye havemade
request! And, hinei, HASHEM hath set a Melech over you.

14 If ye will fear HASHEM, and serve Him, and obey His voice, and not rebel against the
commandment of HASHEM, then shall both ye and also the Melech that reigneth over you
continue following after HASHEM Eloheichem;

15 But if ye will not obey the voice of HASHEM, but rebel against the commandment of
HASHEM, then shall the yad HASHEM be against you, as it was against avoteichem.

16Nowtherefore standandsee thisdavarhagadol (great thing), whichHASHEMwillmake
before your eyes.

17 Is it not ketzir chittim (wheat harvest) today? I will call unto HASHEM, and He shall
sendkolot (thunder)andmatar (rain); that yemayperceive and see that yourwickedness is
rabbah (great), which ye havemade in the eyes of HASHEM, in requesting for you aMelech.

18 So Shmuel called unto HASHEM; and HASHEM sent kolot and matar that day; and kol
HaAm greatly feared HASHEM and Shmuel.

19AndkolHaAmsaid unto Shmuel, Pray for thy avadimuntoHASHEMEloheicha, thatwe
die not; for we have added unto kol chattoteinu (all our sins) this ra'ah (evil), to ask for us a
Melech.

20 And Shmuel said unto HaAm, Fear not; ye have done kol hara'ah hazot (all this
wickedness); yet turn not aside from following HASHEM, but serve HASHEM with kol
levavchem;

21And turn ye not aside; for then should ye go after hatohu (the vain, empty thing, idol),
which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are tohu (vain, empty).

22For HASHEMwill not forsake His people for the sake of Shmo Hagedol; because it hath
pleased HASHEM tomake you His people.

23Moreover, as for me, chalilah (far be it) from me that I should sin against HASHEM in
ceasing to pray for you; but horeiti (I will teach) you the derech hatovah v'hayesharah (the
good and upright way);

24Only fearHASHEM, and serveHim in emeswith kol levavchem; for considerwhat great
things He hath done for you.

25But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and yourMelech.

13
1 It was in the first year of Sha'ulʼs reign, and when he had reigned* two shanim over

Yisroel,
2 Sha'ul chose him shloshet alafim of Yisroel; whereof two elef were with Sha'ul at

Michmas and in har Beit-El, and an elef were with Yonatan in Giv'at Binyamin; and the
rest of HaAm he sent back every ish to his ohel.

3And Yonatan struck the outpost of the Pelishtim (Philistines) that was in Geva, and the
Pelishtim heard of it. Then Sha'ul blew the shofar throughout kol HaAretz, saying, Let the
Ivrim (Hebrews) hear.

4 And kol Yisroel heard the news that Sha'ul had struck the outpost of the Pelishtim
(Philistines), and that Yisroel also had become odious to the Pelishtim. And HaAm were
called together after Sha'ul at Gilgal.

5 And the Pelishtim (Philistines) gathered themselves together to fight against Yisroel,
sheloshim elef merkavot and sheshet alafim parashim, and soldiers like the chol (sand)
which is on the seashore inmultitude; and they came up, and encamped at Michmas, east
of Beit-Aven.

6When the Ish Yisroel saw that they were in danger (for the army was hard-pressed),
then the people did hide themselves in me'arot (caves), and in thickets, and among rocks,
and in towers, and in borot (pits).

7 And some of the Ivrim (Hebrews) went over Yarden to Eretz Gad and Gil'ad. As for
Sha'ul, he was yet in Gilgal, and kol HaAm followed him fearfully trembling.

8 And he tarried shivat yamim, according to the mo'ed (set time) that Shmuel had
appointed; but Shmuel came not to Gilgal; and HaAm started slipping away from him.

9And Sha'ul said, Bring to me the olah (burnt offering), and shelamim (peace offerings).
And he offered the olah (burnt offering).

10And it came to pass, that as soon as he had finished offering the olah (burnt offering),
hinei, Shmuel came; andSha'ulwentout tomeethim, thathemightmakeabrochagreeting
on him.
* 13:1 his first
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11 And Shmuel said, What hast thou done? And Sha'ul said, Because I saw that HaAm
were slipping away fromme, and that thou camest not at themo'ed hayamim, and that the
Pelishtimwere assembling themselves together at Michmas;

12 Therefore, said I, the Pelishtim (Philistines) will come down now upon me at Gilgal,
and I have notmade supplication untoHASHEM; I felt compelled therefore, and offered the
olah (burnt offering).

13And Shmuel said to Sha'ul, Thou hast done foolishly; thou hast not been shomer over
the mitzvat HASHEM Eloheicha, which He commanded thee; for now would HASHEM have
established thymamlachah over Yisroel ad olam.

14 But now thy mamlachah shall not endure; HASHEM hath sought for Him an ish after
His own levav, and HASHEM hath commanded him to be Nagid over His people, because
thou hast not been shomer over that which HASHEM commanded thee.

15 And Shmuel arose, and went up from Gilgal unto Giv'at Binyamin. And Sha'ul
numberedHaAmthatwerebeing foundwithhim, about sheshme'ot ish (sixhundredmen).

16And Sha'ul, and Yonatan bno, and HaAm that were being found with them, abode in
Geva of Binyamin; but the Pelishtim encamped inMichmas.

17And the raiders came out of the machaneh of the Pelishtim in three companies; one
company turned toward the derech Ophrah, unto Eretz Shu'al;

18 And another company turned toward derech Beit-Choron; and another company
turned toward derech (the road) of the border that overlooks Gey HaTzevo'im toward the
midbar.

19 Now there was no charash (blacksmith) found throughout kol Eretz Yisroel; for the
Pelishtim (Philistines) said, Lest the Ivrim (Hebrews)make them cherev (sword) or khanit
(spear);

20 But kol Yisroel went down to the Pelishtim, to sharpen every ish his plowshare, and
his spade, and his axe, and his hoe.

21 And a dullness of the edges occurred in the plowshares, hoes, three pronged pitch-
forks, axes, and for repointing the darvon (goad).

22 So it came to pass in the yommilchemet (day of battle), that there was neither cherev
nor khanit found in the yad kol HaAm that were with Sha'ul and Yonatan; but with Sha'ul
and with Yonatan bno was there found.

23And the detachment of the Pelishtim (Philistines)went out toward Ma'avar Michmas
(Michmas Pass).

14
1Now the day came to pass, that Yonatan Ben Sha'ul said unto the na'ar (youngman) that

bore his armor, Come, and let us go over to the outpost of the Pelishtim (Philistines), that is
on the other side.But he told not aviv.

2 And Sha'ul tarried in the outskirts of Giv'ah under a pomegranate tree which is in
Migron; and HaAm (the people, the army) that were with him were about shesh me'ot ish
(six hundredmen);

3 And Achiyah Ben Achituv, the ach of Ikhavod Ben Pinchas Ben Eli, kohen HASHEM in
Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. And HaAm knew not that Yonatan was gone.

4 And between the passes, by which Yonatan sought to go over unto the outpost of the
Pelishtim, there was a rocky cliff on the one side, and a rocky cliff on the other side; and
the shem of the one was Botzetz, and the shem of the other Seneh.

5 The one steep rock faced north opposite Michmas, and the other southward toward
Geva.

6 And Yonatan said to the na'ar that bore his armor, Come, and let us go over unto the
outpost of these arelim (uncircumcised); it may be that HASHEMwill act for us; for nothing
restrains HASHEM l'hoshi'a (to save), by many or by few.

7And his armor-bearer said unto him, Do all that is in thine lev; turn thee; hineni, I am
with thee according to thy lev.

8 Then said Yonatan, Hinei, we will pass over unto these anashim, and we will show
ourselves unto them.

9 If they say thus unto us, Stand still until we come to you; then we will stand still
tachteinu (in our place), and will not go up unto them.

10But if they say thus, Come up unto us; then we will go up; for HASHEM hath delivered
them into yadenu (our hand, power): and this shall be haot (the sign) unto us.

11And both of them showed themselves unto the outpost of the Pelishtim (Philistines);
and the Pelishtim said, Hinei, the Ivrim (Hebrews) come forth out of the chorim (holes)
where they had hid themselves.
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12 And the anashim of the outpost answered Yonatan and his armor-bearer, and said,
Come up to us, and we will teach you a thing. And Yonatan said unto his armor-bearer,
Come up after me, for HASHEM hath delivered them into the yad Yisroel.

13AndYonatan climbedupuponhis hands anduponhis feet, andhis armor-bearer after
him; and they fell before Yonatan; and his armor-bearer slaughtered behind him.

14And that first attack, which Yonatan and his armor-bearer made, killed about esrim
ish (twentymen), within an area of half a yoke.*

15And there was fearful panic in themachaneh, in the sadeh, and among kol haAm; the
outpost, and the raiders, they also trembled, and ha'aretz quaked; so it was a cheredat
Elohim (a panic from Elohim).

16And the tzofim (watchmen, lookouts, sentries) of Sha'ul inGiv'at Binyamin looked; and,
hinei, the multitudemelted away, and they went in all directions.

17 Then said Sha'ul unto HaAm that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone
from us. And when they had numbered, hinei, Yonatan and his armor-bearer were not
there.

18And Sha'ul said unto Achiyah, Bring here the Aron HaElohim. For the Aron HaElohim
was at that time with the Bnei Yisroel there.

19And it came to pass, while Sha'ul talked to the kohen,† that the tumult that was in the
machaneh Pelishtim went on and increased; and Sha'ul said unto the kohen, Withdraw
thine yad.‡

20And Sha'ul and kol HaAm that were with him assembled themselves, and they went
to the milchamah; and, hinei, every cherev ish was against his fellow, and there was
mehumah gedolahme'od (a very great confusion).

21Moreover the Ivrim (Hebrews) that were with the Pelishtim (Philistines) before that
time, which went up with them into the machaneh from the country round about, even
they also turned to be with them of Yisroel that were with Sha'ul and Yonatan.

22 Likewise all the Ish Yisroel which had hid themselves in Har Ephrayim, when they
heard that the Pelishtim fled, even they also followed hard after them in the milchamah
(battle).

23 So HASHEM saved Yisroel that day; and the milchamah continued raging even unto
Beit-Aven.

24And the Ish Yisroel were distressed that day; for Sha'ul had bound under oath HaAm,
saying, Arur (cursed) be the ish that eateth lechem before erev, that I may be avenged on
mine enemies. So none of HaAm tasted lechem.

25 And all they of HaAretz (the army) came to the wood; and there was devash on the
surface of the sadeh.

26And when HaAmwere come into the wood, hinei, the devash was oozing; but no one
put his yad to his mouth; for HaAm feared the shevuah (oath).

27But Yonatan heard not when aviv bound HaAmwith the oath; wherefore he put forth
theendof thematteh (staff) thatwas inhisyad, anddipped it inahoneycombof thedevash,
and put his yad to his mouth; and his eyes brightened.

28Thenansweredan ish fromHaAm, and said, Avicha strictly boundHaAmwithanoath,
saying, Arur (cursed) be the ish that eateth lechem this day. And HaAm were faint with
famished exhaustion.

29 Then said Yonatan, Avi hath troubled HaAretz; see, now, how mine eyes hath
brightened, because I tasted a little of this devash.

30Howmuchmore, if only HaAmhad eaten freely today of the plunder of their enemies
which they found? Forwould therenot havebeennowamuchgreatermakkah (slaughter)
among the Pelishtim (Philistines)?

31And they drove back the Pelishtim that day fromMichmas to Ayalon; andHaAmwere
very faint.

32 And the people flew upon the plunder, and took tzon, and bakar, and calves and
butchered them on the ground; and HaAm did eat themwith the dahm.

33Then they toldSha'ul, saying,Hinei,HaAmsinagainstHASHEM, in that theyeatwith the
dahm. And he said, Ye have dealt treacherously; today roll an even gedolah (large stone)
over here to me.

34Then Sha'ul said, Disperse yourselves among the people, and say unto them, Bringme
here every ish his shor (ox), and every ish his seh, and youmake shochet slaughter of them

* 14:14 i.e., the area an oxen yoke could plow in one day, or rather, half of that † 14:19 i.e., Achiyah ‡ 14:19 i.e.,
letʼs go
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here, and eat; and sin not against HASHEM in eatingwith the dahm. And kolHaAmbrought
every ish his shor with him that lailah, andmade shochet slaughter of them there.

35AndSha'ulbuilt aMizbe'achuntoHASHEM; itwas thefirst time thathebuilt aMizbe'ach
unto HASHEM.

36And Sha'ul said, Let us go down after the Pelishtim by lailah, and plunder them until
the ohr haboker, and let us not leave an ish of them. And they said, Dowhatsoever seemeth
tov in thine eyes. Then said the kohen,§ Let us draw near here unto HaElohim.*

37 And Sha'ul asked counsel of Elohim, Shall I go down after the Pelishtim? Wilt Thou
deliver them into the yad Yisroel? But He did not answer him on that day.

38And Sha'ul said, Draw ye near here, all the pinnot (corners, chiefs of)HaAm; and know
and see wherein this chattat hath been this day.

39For, asHASHEM theMoshiaYisroel liveth, though it be inYonatanbeni (myson), he shall
surely die. But there was none among kol HaAm that answered him.

40Then said he unto kol Yisroel, Be ye on one side, and I and Yonatan beni will be on the
other side. And HaAm said unto Sha'ul, Do what seemeth tov in thine eyes.

41 Therefore Sha'ul said unto HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Give a tamim (perfect lot). And
Sha'ul and Yonatan were taken by lot; but HaAm escaped [from being taken by lot].

42 And Sha'ul said, Cast lots between me and Yonatan beni (my son). And Yonatan was
taken by lot.

43Then Sha'ul said to Yonatan, Tell me what thou hast done. And Yonatan told him, and
said, I did but taste a little devash with the end of the matteh that was in mine yad, and,
hineni, I must die.

44And Sha'ul answered, Elohimdo so andmore also if thou shalt not surely die, Yonatan.
45 And HaAm said unto Sha'ul, Shall Yonatan die, who hath wrought this Yeshu'ah

HaGedolah (GreatSalvation,Deliverance,Rescue) inYisroel? Chalilah (farbe it!); asHASHEM
liveth, there shall not one hair of his rosh fall to the ground; for he hath wrought with
Elohim this day. So HaAm rescued Yonatan, that he died not.

46Then Sha'ul stopped following the Pelishtim; and the Pelishtimwithdrew to their own
makom.

47 So Sha'ul took the melachah (kingdom, establishment of sovereignty) over Yisroel, and
fought against all his oyevim on every side, against Moav, and against the Bnei Ammon,
and against Edom, and against the melachim of Tzovah, and against the Pelishtim; and
everywhere he turned himself, he terrorized them.

48And he gathered an army, and struck Amalek, and delivered Yisroel out of the hands
of them that plundered them.

49Now the Bnei Sha'ul were Yonatan, and Yishvi, and Malki-Shu'a; and the shmot of his
twobanotwere these; the shemof thebechirah (firstborn [daughter]),Merav, and the shem
of the younger Michal;

50And the shem of eshet Sha'ul was Achino'am Bat Achima'atz; and the shem of the Sar
of his Tzeva was Avner Ben Ner and Ner was dod Sha'ul (uncle of Sha'ul).

51And Kish was Avi Sha'ul; Ner Avi Avner was ben Aviel.
52And there was milchamah chazakah against the Pelishtim all the days of Sha'ul; and

when Sha'ul saw any ish gibbor, or any valiant man, he recruited him.

15
1 Shmuel also said unto Sha'ul, HASHEM sent me limeshachacha (to anoint thee) to be

Melech over His people, over Yisroel; now therefore shema (pay heed) thou unto the voice
of the Divrei HASHEM.

2 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, I remember that which Amalek did to Yisroel, how he
waylaid him on the derech, when he came up fromMitzrayim.

3Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not;
but slay both ish and isha, olel, and yonek, shor, seh, gamal, and chamor.

4And Sha'ul gathered HaAm together, and numbered them at Tela'im, two hundred elef
foot soldiers, and ten elef Ish Yehudah.

5And Sha'ul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley.
6And Sha'ul said unto the Keni, Go, depart, get you away from among the Amaleki, lest

I destroy you with them; for ye showed chesed to kol Bnei Yisroel, when they came up out
of Mitzrayim. So the Keni moved away from among Amalek.

7 And Sha'ul attacked Amalek from Chavilah until where thou comest to Shur, that is
alongside Mitzrayim.

§ 14:36 Achiyah * 14:36 to inquire of G-d
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8And he took Agag Melech Amalek alive, and destroyed with utter cherem destruction
kol haAmwith the edge of the cherev.

9 But Sha'ul and HaAm spared Agag, and the best of the tzon, and of the bakar, and of
the fat bulls, and the fat sheep, and all that was tov, and would not utterly destroy them;
but everything that was despised and worthless, that they destroyed with utter cherem
destruction.

10Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Shmuel, saying,
11 I greatly regret and relent and reconsider that I have set up Sha'ul to be Melech; for

he is turned back from following Me, and hath not performed My Devar. And it grieved
Shmuel; and he cried out unto HASHEM kol halailah.

12And when Shmuel rose early to meet Sha'ul in the boker, it was told Shmuel, saying,
Sha'ul came to Carmel, and, hinei, he set up a yad (hand, i.e. memorial, monument) for
himself. And he turned andwent down to Gilgal.

13And Shmuel came to Sha'ul; and Sha'ul said unto him, Baruch atah l'HASHEM; I have
carried out the Devar HASHEM.

14 And Shmuel said, What meaneth then this bleating of the tzon (sheep) in mine ears,
and the lowing of the bakar (cattle)which I hear?

15And Sha'ul said, They have brought them from Amalek; for HaAm spared the best of
the tzonandof thebakar, inorder to sacrificeuntoHASHEMEloheicha; and the restwehave
destroyed in utter cherem desruction.

16 Then Shmuel said unto Sha'ul, Stop, and I will tell thee what HASHEM hath said to me
this night. And he said unto him, Say on.

17And Shmuel said,When thouwast katon (little) in thine own eyes, wast thou notmade
the Rosh Shivtei Yisroel, and HASHEM anointed theeMelech over Yisroel?

18AndHASHEM sent thee baderech (onamission), and said, Godestroywithutter cherem
destruction the chatta'im (sinners), Amalek, and make war against them until they be
consumed.

19Why then didst thounot obey the voice ofHASHEM, but didst pounce upon the plunder,
and didst harah (the evil) in the eyes of HASHEM?

20And Sha'ul said unto Shmuel, Yes, I have obeyed the voice of HASHEM, and have gone
baderech (on the mission) which HASHEM sent me, and have brought back Agag Melech
Amalek, and have destroyed Amalek with utter cherem destruction.

21But HaAm took of the plunder the tzon and bakar, the reshit of the cherem to sacrifice
unto HASHEM Eloheicha at Gilgal.

22And Shmuel said,

Hath HASHEM as great chefetz (delight) in olot and zevakhim,
as in obeying the voice of HASHEM?
Hinei, to obey is better than zevach (sacrifice),
and to pay heed than the chelev eilim (fat of rams).
23Formeri (rebellion) is as the chattat (sin) of kesem (witchcraft, soothsaying, divination),
and stubbornness is as heathenish iniquity and idolatry.
Because thou hast rejected the Devar HASHEM,
He hath also rejected thee from beingMelech.

24 And Sha'ul said unto Shmuel, Chatati (I have sinned): for I have transgressed the
commandment of HASHEM, and thy words: because I feared HaAm, and listened to their
voice.

25Therefore, now, pardonmy sin, and turn back withme, that I may worship HASHEM.
26And Shmuel said unto Sha'ul, I will not go back with thee: for thou hast rejected the

Davar HASHEM, and HASHEM hath rejected thee from beingMelech over Yisroel.
27And as Shmuel turned about to go away, he* seized the edge of hisme'il (robe,mantle),

and he tore (it).
28And Shmuel said unto him, HASHEM hath torn the Mamlechut Yisroel from thee this

day, and hath given it to a re'a (neighbor) of thine, that is better than thou.
29And also the Netzach Yisroel (Eternal One of Israel)will not lie nor relent: for He is not

an adam, that He should change His mind.
30 Then he said, Chatati (I have sinned): yet honor me now, before the Ziknei Ami, and

before Yisroel, and turn back withme, that I may worship HASHEM Eloheicha.
31 So Shmuel turned back after Sha'ul; and Sha'ul worshiped HASHEM.

* 15:27 Sha'ul
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32 Then said Shmuel, Bring ye to me Agag Melech Amalek. And Agag came unto him
confidently. And Agag thought, Surely themar hamavet (bitterness of death) is past.

33 And Shmuel said, As thy cherev hath made nashim childless, so shall immecha be
childless among nashim. And Shmuel cut Agag in pieces before HASHEM at Gilgal.

34Then Shmuel went to Ramah; and Sha'ul went up to his bais at Giv'at Sha'ul.
35Until his† yommot Shmuel came not again to see him: nevertheless Shmuel mourned

for Sha'ul: and HASHEM relented that He hadmade Sha'ul Melech over Yisroel.

16
1 And HASHEM said unto Shmuel, Ad mosai wilt thou mourn for Sha'ul, seeing I have

rejected him asMelech al Yisroel? Fill thine kerenwith shemen, and go, I will send thee to
Yishai of Beit-Lechem: for I have providedMe amelech among his banim.

2And Shmuel said, How can I go? If Sha'ul hear it, hewill killme. AndHASHEM said, Take
an eglat bakar (heifer of the herd)with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to HASHEM.

3And call Yishai to the zevach, and Iwill show theewhat thou shalt do; umashachta (and
thou shalt anoint) untoMe himwhom I say unto thee.

4And Shmuel did thatwhichHASHEM spoke, and came to Beit-Lechem. And the zekenim
of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou in shalom?

5 And he said, Shalom; I am come to sacrifice unto HASHEM; set yourselves apart as
kodesh, and comewithme to the zevach. And he set apart as kodesh Yishai and his banim,
and called them to the zevach.

6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he* took one look at Eliav, and said,
Surely HASHEMʼs Moshiach is before Him.

7 But HASHEM said unto Shmuel, Look not on his mareh (appearance), or on the height
of his stature; because I have rejected him; for HASHEM seeth not as HaAdam seeth; for
HaAdam looketh at the einayim (eyes, outward form); HASHEM looketh at the lev.

8Then Yishai called Avinadav, and made him pass before Shmuel. And he said, Neither
hath HASHEM chosen this.

9Then Yishaimade Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath HASHEM chosen this.
10 Again, Yishai made his shivat banim to pass before Shmuel. And Shmuel said unto

Yishai, these HASHEM hath not bachar (chosen).
11 And Shmuel said unto Yishai, Are here all thy ne'arim (boys)? And he said, There

remaineth yet the katan (small, young), and, hinei, ro'eh batzon (tending the flock) is he.
And Shmuel said unto Yishai, Send and get him; for we will not sit down [to eat] till he
come here.

12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was adomoni (ruddy, of healthy red
complexion) and withal of a yafeh countenance, and good-looking. And HASHEM said,
Arise, meshachehu (anoint him); ki zeh hu (for this is he).

13Then Shmuel took the keren of shemen, v'yimshach (and anointed) him in themidst of
his achim; and the Ruach† of HASHEM came upon Dovid from that day forward. So Shmuel
rose up, and went to Ramah.

14 But the Ruach‡ of HASHEM departed from Sha'ul, and a ruach ra'ah from HASHEM
terrified and overwhelmed him.§

15 And the avdei Sha'ul said unto him, Hinei now, a ruach Elohim ra'ah terrifieth and
overwhelmeth thee.

16 Let adoneinu now command thy avadim, which are before thee, to seek out an ish,
who is a menagen (player) on the kinnor (harp); and it shall come to pass, when the ruach
Elohimra'ah is upon thee, that he shall playwithhis yad, and thou shalt be tov (better,well).

17And Sha'ul said unto his avadim, Look forme now an ish that can playwell, and bring
him tome.

18Then answered one of the ne'arim, and said, Hinei, I have seen a ben of Yishai of Beit-
Lechem, that is skillful in playing, and a gibbor chayil and an ish milchamah prudent in
matters, and an ish to'ar (handsomeman), and HASHEM is with him.

19Wherefore Sha'ul sentmalachimunto Yishai, and said, SendmeDovid binecha,which
is with the tzon.

20And Yishai took a chamor laden with lechem, and a skin of yayin, and a gedi (young
goat), and sent them by Dovid bno unto Sha'ul.

21 And Dovid came to Sha'ul, and stood before him; and he loved him greatly; and he
became his no'se kelim (armor-bearer).

† 15:35 Sha'ulʼs * 16:6 Shmuel † 16:13Hakodesh ‡ 16:14Hakodesh § 16:14 Sha'ul
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22And Sha'ul sent to Yishai, saying, Let Dovid, now, stand before me; for he hath found
chen (favor) in my eyes.

23 And it came to pass, when the ruach Elohim was upon Sha'ul, that Dovid took the
kinnor, and playedwith his yad; so Sha'ulwas relieved, andwas tov, and the ruach hara'ah
departed from him.

17
1 Now the Pelishtim gathered together their machanot (camps, military forces), for

milchamah and were gathered together at Sokhoh, which belongeth to Yehudah, and
encamped between Sokhoh and Azekah, in Ephes Dammim.

2 And Sha'ul and the Ish Yisroel were gathered together, and encamped by the Emek
(valley) of Elah, and drew up in battle array against the Pelishtim (Philistines).

3And the Pelishtim stood on the har on the one side, and Yisroel stood on the har on the
other side; and there was a gey between them.

4 And there went out an Ish HaBenayim* out of the machanot of the Pelishtim, shmo
Golyat (Goliath), of Gat, whose height was shesh cubits and a span.

5And he had a kova (helmet) of nechoshet upon his rosh, and he was wearing a coat of
mail armor; and the weight of the coat of armor was five thousand shekels of nechoshet.

6And he had mitzchah (greaves, i.e., leg plate armor) of nechoshet upon his legs, and a
kidron (javelin) of nechoshet [slung] between his shoulders.

7 And the khetz (shaft) of his khanit (spear) was like a weaverʼs beam; and his spearʼs
bladeweighed sixhundredbarzel (iron) shekels; and theno'se tzinnah (great shieldbearer)
walked ahead of him.

8And he stood and cried out unto the ma'arkhot Yisroel (ranks of Israel), and said unto
them, Why are ye come out to line up for milchamah? Am not I a Pelishti, and ye avadim
of Sha'ul? Choose you an ish for you, and let him come down tome.

9 If he be able tofightwithme, and to killme, thenwillwebe your avadim; but if I prevail
over him, and kill him, then shall ye be to us for avadim, and serve us.

10And the Pelishti said, I defy the maarkhot Yisroel this day; give me ish, that we may
fight together.

11When Sha'ul and kol Yisroel heard those divrei haPelishti, they were dismayed, and
greatly afraid.

12Now Dovid was the ben ish of that Ephrati from Beit-Lechem Yehudah, shmo Yishai;
and he had shmoneh banim; and the ish†was zaken in the days of Sha'ul, advanced in age
among anashim.

13And the shloshet Bnei Yishai hagedolim went and followed Sha'ul to the milchamah;
and the shem of his three banim that went to the milchamah were Eliav the bechor, and
mishneh unto him Avinadav, and hashelishi (the third) Shammah.

14And Dovid was the katan; and the shloshah hagedolim followed Sha'ul.
15But Dovid went and returned from Sha'ul to tend tzon aviv at Beit-Lechem.
16And the Pelishti drewnearmorning and evening, and presented himself arba'imyom.
17AndYishai saiduntoDovidbno, Takenow for thyachimanephahof this roasted grain,

and these ten lechem, and run to themachaneh of thy achim;
18Andcarry these ten charitzei hecholov (cutsofmilk, hence cheeses)unto the sar of their

elef (unit, thousand), and lookhow thy achim fare for shalom, and take their arvut (pledge).
19Now Sha'ul, and they, and all the Ish Yisroel, were in the Emek (Valley) of Elah (Oak),

fighting with the Pelishtim (Philistines).
20AndDovid rose up early in the boker, and left the tzonwith a shomer (watchman), and

loaded up, and embarked, as Yishai had commanded him; and he came to the camp, as the
armywas going forth to the fight and shouted for themilchamah (battle).

21 For Yisroel and the Pelishtim took their positions, ma'arakhah (battle array) facing
ma'arakhah.

22And Dovid left his supplies in the yad of the shomer hakelim (supply master), and ran
into thema'arakhah (battle line), and came and gave shalom greeting to his achim.

23Andas he talkedwith them, hinei, there cameup the IshHaBenayimGolyatHaPelishti
shmo, from Gat, out of the lines of the Pelishtim, and spoke according to these words; and
Dovid heard them.

24And all the Ish Yisroel, when they saw the ish, fled from before him, and were greatly
afraid.

* 17:4 i.e., a middle-man champion whose single combat saves the day and decides the victor † 17:12 Yishai
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25And the Ish Yisroel said, Have ye seen this ish that is come up? Surely to defy Yisroel is
he come up; and it shall be, that the ishwho killeth him, themelechwill give ashires gadol
and will give him bitto (his daughter) [in marriage], and bais aviv make khofshi b'Yisroel
(free, tax-exempt in Israel).

26And Dovid spoke to the anashim that stood by him, saying, What shall be done for the
ish that killeth this Pelishti, and taketh away the cherpah (reproach) fromYisroel? Forwho
is this Pelishti hearel (uncircumcised Philistine) that he should defy the ma'arkhot Elohim
Chayyim (arrayed battle forces of the living G-d)?

27And HaAm answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the ish that
killeth him.

28 And Eliav achiv hagadol heard when he spoke unto the anashim; and af Eliav was
kindled against Dovid, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? And with whom hast
thou left those few tzon in the midbar? I know thy zadon (presumptuousness), and the
evil of thine levav; for thou art come down l'ma'an (in order that) thoumightest watch the
milchamah.

29And Dovid said, What have I done now? It was only a davar (word) [I said], wasn't it?
30Andhe turned fromhimtowardanother, and spokeafter the samemanner; andHaAm

answered him again according to the davar harishon (the previous word).
31And when the devarim (words)were heard which Dovid spoke, they rehearsed them

before Sha'ul: and he sent for him.
32AndDovid said to Sha'ul, Let no lev adam fail because of him; thy evedwill go andfight

with this Pelishti.
33And Sha'ul said to Dovid, Thou art not able to go against this Pelishti to fight with him:

for thou art but a na'ar (boy), and he an ishmilchamah (man of war) from his youth.
34AndDovid saidunto Sha'ul, Thy eved is ro'eh (shepherd)of tzonof aviv, and there came

the ari, and the dov, and carried off seh out of the eder (flock):
35And I went out after him, and struck him, and saved out of his mouth: and when he

arose against me, I caught hold by his zakan (beard), and struck him, and killed him.
36Thy eved slaughtered both the ari and the dov: and this Pelishti hearel (uncircumcised

Philistine) shall be as one of them, seeing he hath charaf (taunted, defied, disgraced) the
maarkhot Elohim Chayyim.

37Dovid said moreover, HASHEM that saved me out of the paw of the ari, and out of the
paw of the dov, He will save me out of the yad of this Pelishti. And Sha'ul said unto Dovid,
Go, and HASHEM be with thee.

38 And Sha'ul dressed Dovid with his armor-clothes, put a kova of nechoshet upon his
rosh; also he dressed himwith a coat of mail armor.

39AndDovid girded his cherev over his armor-clothes, and he tried towalk; for lo nissah
(hehadnot tested, proved) it. AndDovid saidunto Sha'ul, I cannot gowith these; for lo nissti
(I have not proved them). And Dovid took them off him.

40 And he took his makel (stick, staff) in his yad, and chose him chamishah chalukei
avanim (five smooth stones) out of the nachal (brook), and put them in a keli haro'im
(shepherdʼs bag) which he had, even in a wayfarerʼs bag; and his kela (slingshot) was in
his yad; and he drew near to the Pelishti.

41And the Pelishti came on and drew near unto Dovid; and the ish, the no'se hatzinnah,
went ahead of him.

42Andwhen the Pelishti squinted and sawDovid, he despisedhim: for hewasbut ana'ar
(boy), and admoni (ruddy), and yafehmareh (good-looking).

43And thePelishti saiduntoDovid, AmIakelev (dog), that thoucomest tomewithmaklot
(sticks)? And the Pelishti cursed Dovid by his g-ds.

44 And the Pelishti said to Dovid, Come to me, and I will give thy basar unto the oph
hashomayim, and to the behemat hasadeh.

45 Then said Dovid to the Pelishti, Thou comest against me with a cherev (sword), and
with a khanit (spear), and with a kidon (javelin); but I come against thee b'Shem HASHEM
Tzva'os Elohei Ma'arkhot Yisroel, whom thou hast defied.

46 This day will HASHEM hand thee over into mine yad; and I will strike thee down, and
take thine rosh from thee; and I will give the peger machaneh Pelishtim this day unto the
oph hashomayim, and to the chayyat ha'aretz; that kol ha'aretz may know that there is
Elohim in Yisroel.

47 And kol hakahal hazeh shall know that HASHEM yehoshi'a (saveth) not with cherev
or khanit; for the milchamah is HASHEMʼs, and He will give you (plural) into yadenu (our
hands).
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48And it came to pass, when the Pelishti arose, and came, and drew nigh to meet Dovid,
that Dovid hastened, and ran toward thema'arakhah (battle line) to meet the Pelishti.

49And Dovid put his yad in his keli (bag), and took from there an even (stone), and slung
it, and struck the Pelishti in his metzach (forehead), that the even (stone) sunk into his
metzach; and he fell upon his face to the ground.

50So Dovid prevailed chazak over the Pelishti with a sling andwith an even (stone), and
struck down the Pelishti, and killed him; but there was no cherev in the yad Dovid.

51ThereforeDovid ran, and stoodover thePelishti, and tookhold of his cherev, anddrew
it out of the sheath thereof, and slaughteredhim, v'yikhrat (andcutoff)‡his rosh therewith.
And when the Pelishtim saw their gibbor was dead, they fled.

52And theAnshei Yisroel andof Yehudaharose, and shouted, andpursued the Pelishtim,
until thou come to the gey (valley), and to the Sha'arei Ekron. And the challei Pelishtim fell
by the derech to Sha'arayim, even unto Gat, and unto Ekron.

53And the Bnei Yisroel returned from chasing after the Pelishtim, and they plundered
their machanot.

54And Dovid took the rosh of the Pelishti, and brought it to Yerushalayim; but he put his
kelim (weapons) in his ohel.

55And when Sha'ul saw Dovid go forth to meet the Pelishti, he said unto Avner, the sar
hatzavah, Avner, whose ben is this na'ar? And Avner said, As thy nefesh liveth, OMelech, I
cannot tell.

56And theMelech said, Inquire thou whose ben this elem (youngman) is.
57And asDovid returned from the slaughter of the Pelishti, Avner took him, and brought

him before Sha'ul with the rosh of the Pelishti in his yad.
58And Sha'ul said to him,Whose ben art thou, na'ar? And Dovid answered, I am the ben

avdecha Yishai of Beit-Lechem.

18
1And it came to pass, when he hadmade an end of speaking unto Sha'ul, that the nefesh

Yonatan was kashur (tied together) with the nefesh Dovid, and Yonatan loved him as his
own nefesh.

2And Sha'ul drafted him that day, and would let him return nomore to the bais aviv.
3 Then Yonatan and Dovid made a brit (covenant), because he loved him as his own

nefesh.
4AndYonatanstrippedhimself of theme'il (robe) thatwasuponhim, andgave it toDovid,

and his middah (war garments), even to his cherev, and to his keshet, and to his khagor
(belt).

5And Dovid went out whithersoever Sha'ul sent him, and prospered; and Sha'ul set him
over the anshei hamilchamah, and he was accepted in the sight of kol HaAm, and also in
the sight of the avdei Sha'ul.

6And it came to pass as they came, when Dovid was returned from the slaughter of the
Pelishti, that the nashim came out of all towns of Yisroel, singing and dancing, to meet
Sha'ul HaMelech, with tambourines, with simchah, and with cymbals.

7And the nashim answered one another as they played, and said,

Sha'ul hath slain his alafim,
and Dovid his revavot (myriads).

8And Sha'ulwas very angry, and the sayingwas displeasing in his eyes and he said, They
have ascribed unto Dovid revavot, and tome they have ascribed but alafim; andwhat can
he havemore but themaluchah (kingship)?

9And there was jealous suspicion in the way Sha'ul eyed Dovid from that day forward.
10And it came to pass on the next day, that the ruach Elohim ra'ah cameupon Sha'ul, and

he prophesied inside the bais; and Dovidmade*music with his yad, as at other times; and
there was a khanit in the yad Sha'ul.

11And Sha'ul hurled the khanit; for he said, I will pin Dovid even to the wall with it. And
Dovid escaped his presence twice.

12AndSha'ulwasafraidofDovid, becauseHASHEMwaswithhim, andwasdeparted from
Sha'ul.

13Therefore Sha'ul removed him from him, andmade him his sar elef; and he went out
and came in before HaAm.
‡ 17:51 SeeDan9:26,Moshiach yikaret (will be cut off)but inDaniel the phrasemeans “Moshiachwill be violently killed”
* 18:10 kinnor
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14And Dovid wasmaskil (successful) in kol drakhim of him; and HASHEMwas with him.
15Wherefore when Sha'ul saw that he wasmaskil me'od, he was afraid of him.
16 But kol Yisroel and Yehudah loved Dovid, because he went out and came in before

them.
17And Sha'ul said to Dovid, Hinei bitti hagedolahMerav, herwill I give thee as isha; only

be thou ben chayil (valiant) forme, and fight HASHEMʼsmilchamot. For Sha'ul said, Let not
mine yad be upon him, but let the yad Pelishtim be upon him.

18And Dovid said unto Sha'ul, Who am I? And what is my life, or the mishpakhat avi in
Yisroel, that I should be Choson to HaMelech?

19But it came to pass at the timewhenMeravBat Sha'ul shouldhavebeen given toDovid,
that she was given as isha unto Adriel the Mecholati.

20AndMichal Bat Sha'ul loved Dovid; and they told Sha'ul, and the thing was yashar in†
eyes.

21And Sha'ul said, I will give him her, that shemay be amokesh to him, and that the yad
Pelishtimmay be against him. Wherefore Sha'ul said to Dovid, Thou shalt this day become
Choson tome by one of my two.

22And Sha'ul commanded his avadim, saying, Commune with Dovid privately, and say,
Hinei, HaMelech hath chafetz (delight) in thee, and all his avadim love thee; now therefore
be Choson to HaMelech.

23And the avadim of Sha'ul spoke those devarim in the ears of Dovid. And Dovid said,
Seemeth it a light thing in your eyes to becomeChoson toHaMelech, seeing that I amapoor
man, and lightly esteemed?

24And the avadim of Sha'ul told him, saying, According to these words spoke Dovid.
25And Sha'ul said, Thus shall ye say to Dovid, HaMelech has chafetz (desire) for not any

mohar (dowry, bride price) but a hundred arelot (foreskins) of the Pelishtim, to be avenged
of the oyevei HaMelech. But Sha'ul schemed tomake Dovid fall by the yad Pelishtim.

26Andwhen his avadim told Dovid these devarim, it pleased Dovid well to be Choson of
HaMelech; and the yamim‡were not expired.

27 Wherefore Dovid arose and went, he and his anashim, and slaughtered of the
Pelishtim (Philistines) twohundred ish; andDovidbrought theirarelot, and theygave them
in full count to HaMelech, that he might be the Choson of HaMelech. And Sha'ul gave him
Michal bitto as isha.

28 And Sha'ul saw and knew that HASHEM was with Dovid, and that Michal Bat Sha'ul
loved him.

29 And Sha'ul was yet the more afraid of Dovid; and Sha'ul became oyev to Dovid kol
hayamim.

30 Then the sarim of the Pelishtim went forth [to fight]; and it came to pass, after they
went forth, that Dovid prospered§ more than all the avadim (officers) of Sha'ul; so that
shmo became esteemed as of good reputation. And Sha'ul spoke to Yonatan* bno, and to
all his avadim, that they should kill Dovid.

19
1But Yehonatan Ben Sha'ul liked Dovidme'od.
2 Yehonatan reported [this] to Dovid, saying, Sha'ul aviv seeketh to kill thee; now

therefore be shomer in the boker, and abide baseter (in a secret place) and hide thyself;
3And I will go out and stand beside avi in the sadeh where thou art, and I will speak of

thee with avi; and what I see, that I will tell thee.
4 And Yehonatan spoke tov of Dovid unto Sha'ul aviv, and said unto him, Let not

HaMelech commit chet against his eved, against Dovid; because he hath not committed
chet against thee, and because his ma'asim have been toward thee tovme'od:

5 For he did put his nefesh in his yad, and slaughtered the Pelishti (Philistine), and
HASHEM wrought Teshuah Gedolah for kol Yisroel; thou sawest it, and didst rejoice with
simcha. Why thenwilt thou commit chet against dahmnaki (innocent blood), to slay Dovid
chinom (without cause)?

6 And Sha'ul paid heed unto the voice of Yehonatan; and Sha'ul swore a shevuah, As
HASHEM liveth, he shall not be slain.

7 And Yehonatan called Dovid, and Yehonatan reported to him all these devarim. And
Yehonatan brought Dovid to Sha'ul, and he was in his presence, as in times past.

† 18:20 Sha'ulʼs ‡ 18:26 leading up to the due-date of the arelot § 18:30 inmilitary success * 18:30 Yehonaton
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8 And there was milchamah again; and Dovid went out, and fought with the Pelishtim
(Philistines), and slaughtered them with a makkah gedolah (with a great blow); and they
fled from him.

9And there was a ruach HASHEM ra'ah upon Sha'ul, as he sat in his Bais with his khanit
(spear) in his yad; while Dovidmenaggen (was playingmusic)with his yad.

10And Sha'ul sought to pin Dovid to the wall with the khanit; but he slipped away out of
Sha'ulʼs presence, and he drove the khanit into the wall; and Dovid fled, and escaped that
lailah.

11 Sha'ul also sent malachim unto Bais Dovid, to put him under surveillance, and to slay
him in the boker; and Michal his isha warned Dovid, saying, If thou not escape with thy
nefesh halailah (tonight), makhar (tomorrow) thou shalt be slain.

12 SoMichal let Dovid down through the chalon; and he went, and fled, and escaped.
13AndMichal took the terafim, and laid it in the mittah, and put a piece of woven goatʼs

hair at its head, and covered it with beged (cloth, garment).
14Andwhen Sha'ul sent malachim to capture Dovid, she said, He is choleh (ill).
15And Sha'ul sent themalachim back to see Dovid, saying [to them], Bring him up tome

in themittah (bed), to have him slain.
16Andwhen themalachimwere come in, hinei, therewas the terafim in themittah,with

a piece of woven goatsʼ hair at its head.
17And Sha'ul said untoMichal,Why hast thou so deceivedme, and sent awaymine oyev,

that he is escaped? And Michal answered Sha'ul, He said unto me, Let me get away; why
should I kill thee?

18So Dovid fled, and escaped, and came to Shmuel at Ramah, and told him all that Sha'ul
had done to him. And he and Shmuel went and dwelt in the dwellings of the nevi'im.

19And it was told Sha'ul, saying, Hinei, Dovid is at the dwellings of the nevi'im in Ramah.
20And Sha'ul sent malachim to capture Dovid; and when they saw the kat (sect, group)

of the nevi'im prophesying, and Shmuel standing as nitzav (overseeing) them, the Ruach
Elohimwas upon themalachim of Sha'ul, and they also prophesied.

21And when it was told Sha'ul, he sent other malachim, and they prophesied likewise.
And Sha'ul sent malachim again shelishim (third ones) and they prophesied also.

22 Then went he also to Ramah, and came to a bor hagadol (great pit) at Sekhu; and
he asked and said, Where are Shmuel and Dovid? And one said, Hinei, they are at the
dwellings of the nevi'im in Ramah.

23 And he went there to the dwellings of the nevi'im at Ramah; and the Ruach Elohim
was upon him also, and he walked along prophesying, until he came to the dwellings of
the nevi'im at Ramah.

24And he stripped off his beged also, and prophesied before Shmuel in likemanner, and
lay down arom (naked) all that day and all that lailah. Thus they say, Is Sha'ul also among
the nevi'im?

20
1And Dovid fled from Nayot in Ramah, and came and said before Yonatan, What have

I done? What is mine avon? And what is my chattat before avicha, that he seeketh my
nefesh?

2And he said unto him, Chalilah (may it never be!); thou shalt not die: hinei, avi will do
nothing either gadol or katon, but that hewill reveal it tome; andwhy should avi hide this
thing fromme? It is not so.

3 And Dovid took an oath, moreover, and said, Avicha certainly knoweth that I have
found chen in thine eyes; and he saith, Let not Yonatan know this, lest he be grieved; but
truly as HASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, there is hardly a peysah (step) between
me andmavet.

4Then said Yonatan unto Dovid, Whatsoever thy nefesh saith, I will even do it for thee.
5AndDovid said unto Yonatan, Hinei, makhar (tomorrow) is Rosh Chodesh, and I should

not fail to sitwithHaMelech for tish; but letme go, that Imayhidemyself in the sadehunto
the erev hashlishit.

6 If avicha at all miss me, then say, Dovid earnestly asked leave of me that he might run
to Beit-Lechem his town; for there is a zevach hayamim there for kol mishpakhat.

7 If he say thus, It is tov; thy eved shall have shalom; but if he be very wrathful, then be
sure that ra'ah is determined by him.

8Therefore thoushalt dealwith chesedunto thyeved; for thouhastbrought thyeved into
Brit HASHEMwith thee; notwithstanding, if there be in me avon (iniquity), slay me thyself;
for why shouldest thou bringme to avicha?
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9 And Yonatan said, Chalilah (far be it) from thee; for if I had da'as certainly that ra'ah
were determined by Avi to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee?

10Then saidDovid toYonatan,Whoshall tellme? Orwhat if avichaanswer thee roughly?
11And Yonatan said unto Dovid, Come, and let us go out into the sadeh. And they went

out both of them into the sadeh.
12And Yonatan said unto Dovid, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, when I have sounded out Avi at

this time on Yom HaShishi from now, and, hinei, if there be tov toward Dovid, and I then
send not unto thee, and reveal it in thy ozen (ear);

13HASHEM do so and much more to Yonatan; but if it please Avi to do thee ra'ah, then
I will reveal it in thy ozen (ear), and send thee away, that thou mayest go in shalom; and
HASHEM be with thee, as He hath been with Avi.

14And thou shalt not only while yet I live showme the chesed HASHEM, that I die not;
15But also thou shalt not cut off thy chesed frommy bais ad olam; no, not whenHASHEM

hath cut off the oyevim of Dovid, every one from the pnei ha'adamah.
16 So Yonatan made Brit with the Bais Dovid, saying, Let HASHEM even require it at the

hands of the oyevim of Dovid.
17AndYonatancausedDovid to sweara shevuaagain, becausehe lovedhim; forhe loved

himwith the ahavat nafsho (with the love of his own nefesh, self).
18 Then Yonatan said to Dovid, Makhar (tomorrow) is Rosh Chodesh; and thou shalt be

missed, because thymoshav (seat)will be empty.
19And when thou hast stayed three days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to

the makom (place) where thou didst hide thyself on the day of the ma'aseh (deed),* and
shalt remain by the even (stone) Ezel.

20 And I will shoot three khitzim (arrows) on the side thereof, as though I shot at a
matarah (target).

21And, hinei, I will send a na'ar, saying, Go, find the khitzim (arrows). If I expressly say
unto the na'ar, Hinei, the khitzim (arrows) are on this side of thee, take them; then come
thou, for there is shalom to thee, and no davar (problem, concern); as HASHEM liveth.

22 But if I say thus unto the elem (youth, young man), Hinei, the khitzim (arrows) are
beyond thee, go thy way; for HASHEM hath sent thee away.

23 And as touching the matter which thou and I have spoken of, hinei, HASHEM be
between thee andme ad olam.

24 So Dovid hid himself in the sadeh; and when Rosh Chodesh was come, HaMelech sat
him down to eat lechem.

25And HaMelech sat upon his moshav (seat), as at other times, even upon a moshav by
thewall; andYonatan arose, andAvner sat by Sha'ulʼs side, andDovidʼsmakom (place)was
empty.

26 Nevertheless Sha'ul spoke not anything that day; for he thought, Something hath
befallen him, he is not tahor; surely he is not tahor.

27And it came to pass on the day after Rosh Chodesh, which was the second day of the
month, that Dovidʼs makom was empty; and Sha'ul said unto Yonatan bno, Wherefore
cometh not Ben Yishai to halechem neither yesterday, nor today?

28AndYonatan answered Sha'ul, Dovid earnestly asked leave ofme to go toBeit-Lechem;
29Andhe said, Letme go, now; forwehavemishpakhat zevach in the Ir; andmybrother,

he hath commandedme to be there; and now, if I have found chen in thine eyes, let me get
away, now, and seemy brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the Shulchan HaMelech.

30 Then af Sha'ul (anger of Sha'ul) was kindled against Yonatan, and he said unto him,
Thou ben of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I have da'as that thou hast chosen Ben
Yishai to thineownshame, andunto the shameofervat immecha (thymotherʼsnakedness)?

31 For as long as Ben Yishai liveth al ha'adamah (upon the earth) thou shalt not be
established, normalkhutecha (thykingdom). Wherefore nowsendandbringhimuntome,
for he is benmavet (son of death, he shall surely die).

32And Yonatan answered Sha'ul Aviv, and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain?
What hath he done?

33And Sha'ul cast the khanit (spear) at him to strike him dead; whereby Yonatan knew
that it was determined of Aviv to slay Dovid.

34 So Yonatan arose from the shulchan in chari af (fierce anger), and did eat no lechem
the second day of the month; for he was grieved for Dovid, because Aviv had shamefully
humiliated him.

* 20:19 i.e. the eventful earlier day, see 20:12
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35 And it came to pass in the boker, that Yonatan went out into the sadeh at the mo'ed
(appointed time)with Dovid, and a na'ar katon with him.

36And he said unto his na'ar, Run, find out now the khitzim (arrows)which I shoot. And
as the na'ar ran, he shot a khetz beyond him.

37 And when the na'ar was come to the makom of the khetz which Yonatan had shot,
Yonatan cried after the na'ar, and said, Is not the khetz beyond thee?

38 And Yonatan cried after the na'ar, Make speed, haste, stay not. And na'ar Yonatan
gathered up the khitzim (arrows), and came to his adon.

39 But the na'ar had no da'as of anything; only Yonatan and Dovid knew the davar
(matter).

40AndYonatan gave hisweapons unto his na'ar, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the
Ir.

41And as soon as the na'arwas gone, Dovid arose out of a place toward the negev (south),
and fell on his face to the ground, and prostrated himself three times: and they kissed one
another, and wept one with another, until Dovid wept exceedingly.

42And Yonatan said to Dovid, Go in shalom, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in
the Shem of HASHEM, saying, HASHEM be betweenme and thee, and betweenmy zera and
thy zera ad olam.

21
1And he arose and departed: and Yonatan went into the Ir.
2 Then came Dovid to Nov to Achimelech HaKohen; and Achimelech was afraid at the

meeting of Dovid, and said unto him,Why art thou alone, and no ish with thee?
3And Dovid said unto Achimelech HaKohen, HaMelech hath commanded me a matter,

and hath said unto me, Let no ish know anything of the davar whereabout I send thee,
andwhat I have commanded thee; and I have directed ne'arim to such and such amakom
(place).

4Now thereforewhat is under thine yad? Giveme five lechem inmine yad, or whatever
there is found.

5 And the Kohen answered Dovid, and said, There is no lechem chol (ordinary bread)
under mine yad, but there is lechem kodesh; if the ne'arim have kept themselves at least
from isha.

6AndDovid answered theKohen, and saiduntohim, Indeed ishahavebeenkept fromus
yesterday and the day before, since I set out, and the vessels of the ne'arim (youngmen) are
kodesh, and if this is a derech chol (ordinary mission) indeed it will remain kodesh today
in their vessels.

7So theKohengavehimkodesh; for therewasno lechemtherebut theLechemHaPanim,
that was taken from before HASHEM, to be replaced with lechem cham on the day when it
was taken away.

8Now a certain ish of the avadim of Sha'ul was there that day, detained before HASHEM;
shmo Do'eg, the Edomi, the chief of the ro'im that belonged to Sha'ul.

9 And Dovid said unto Achimelech, And is there not here under thine yad khanit or
cherev? For Ihaveneitherbroughtmycherevnormyweaponswithme, because thedevar
HaMelech (matter of the King) required haste.

10And the Kohen said, The cherev of Golyat (Goliath) the Pelishti, whom thou slewest in
the Emek Elah, hinei, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod; if thouwilt take that,
take it; for there is no other except that here. And Dovid said, There is none like that; give
it me.

11AndDovid arose and fled that day frombefore Sha'ul, andwent to AkhishMelech Gat.
12And the avadim of Akhish said unto him, Is not this Dovid Melech HaAretz? Did they

not sing one to another of him in dances, saying,

Sha'ul hath slain his thousands,
and Dovid his myriads?

13 And Dovid laid up these devarim in his levav, and was very much afraid of Akhish
Melech Gat.

14 And he changed his behavior before them, and feigned himself a madman in their
hands, and scratched on the daletot hasha'ar, and let his spittle fall down upon his zakan
(beard).

15Then said Akhish unto his avadim, Hinei, ye see the man is meshuga; wherefore then
have ye brought him tome?
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16Have I need of meshuga'im, that ye have brought this one to play the meshuga in my
presence? Shall this one come into my bais?

22
1 Dovid therefore departed from there, and escaped to the me'arah (cave) of Adullam;

and when his brethren and all the bais aviv heard it, they went down there to him.
2Andevery ish thatwas indistress, and every ish thatwas indebt, and every ish thatwas

mar-nefesh (bitter in spirit, discontented) gathered themselves unto him; and he became
Sar over them; and there were with him about arbame'ot ish (four hundredmen).

3And Dovid went from there to Mitzpeh Moav; and he said unto the Melech Moav, Let
avi and immi now come out, and be with you, until I knowwhat Elohimwill do for me.

4And he brought them before Melech Moav; and they dwelt with him all the days that
Dovid was in themetzudah (stronghold).*

5And Gad HaNavi said unto Dovid, Abide not in themetzudah; depart, and get thee into
Eretz Yehudah. Then Dovid departed, and came into the Forest of Cheret.

6When Sha'ul heard that Dovid was discovered, and the anashim that were with him,
(now Sha'ul abode in Giv'ah under a tamarisk tree in Ramah, having his khanit in his yad,
and all his avadimwere standing about him);

7Then Sha'ul said unto his avadim that stood about him, Hear now, ye of Binyamin; will
Ben Yishai give every one of you sadot and kramim (vineyards), and make you all sarei
alafim and sarei me'ot;

8 That all of you have made a kesher against me, and there is none that reveals unto
my ear that beni (my son) hath cut a Brit with Ben Yishai, and there is none of you that is
concerned forme, or revealeth untomy ear that beni (my son) hath stirred up avdi against
me, to lie in wait, as he does today?

9 Then answered Do'eg the Edomi, which was set over the avadim of Sha'ul, and said, I
saw Ben Yishai coming to Nov, to Achimelech ben Achituv.

10And he inquired of HASHEM for him, and gave himprovision, and gave him the cherev
Golyat HaPelishti.

11 Then HaMelech sent to call Achimelech Ben Achituv HaKohen, and kol Bais Aviv, the
Kohanim that were in Nov; and they came all of them to HaMelech.

12And Sha'ul said, Hear now, thou Ben Achituv. And he answered, Hineni, adoni.
13AndSha'ul saiduntohim,Whyhaveyemadeakesher againstme, thouandBenYishai,

in that thouhast givenhim lechem, and a cherev, andhast inquired of Elohim for him, that
he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as he does this day?

14ThenAchimelech answeredHaMelech, and said, Andwho is so ne'eman (loyal) among
all thy avadim as Dovid, which is the Choson HaMelech, obedient to thy bidding, and is
honored in thine bais?

15Did I then begin to inquire of Elohim for him? Chalilah li! Let not HaMelech impute
anything unto his eved, nor to all the Bais Avi; for thy eved knew nothing of all this, katon
or gadol.

16And HaMelech said, Thou shalt surely die, Achimelech, thou, and kol Bais Avicha.
17 And HaMelech said unto the footmen that stood about him, Turn, and slay the

Kohanim of HASHEM; because their yad also is with Dovid, and because they knew when
he fled, and did not reveal it in my ear. But the avadim of HaMelech would not put forth
their yad to strike the Kohanim of HASHEM.

18AndHaMelech said to Do'eg, Turn thou, and strike the Kohanim. And Do'eg the Edomi
turned, andhe struck theKohanim, and slaughtered on that day fourscore andfive ish that
did wear ephod bad (linen robe).

19 And Nov, the Ir of the Kohanim, he struck with the edge of the cherev, both ish and
isha, olel and nursing infants, and shor, and chamor, and seh, with the edge of the cherev.

20AndbenechadofAchimelechBenAchituv, shmoEvyatar (hisnameEvyatar),† escaped,
and fled after Dovid.

21And Evyatar (Abiathar) told Dovid that Sha'ul had slain the Kohanim of HASHEM.
22AndDovid said unto Evyatar (Abiathar), I knew it that day, when Do'eg the Edomiwas

there, that he would surely tell Sha'ul. I ammortally responsible for nefesh Bais Avicha.
23 Abide thou with me, fear not; for he that seeketh my nefesh seeketh thy nefesh; but

withme thou shalt be mishmeret (in safeguard).

* 22:4 i.e. MitzpehMoav † 22:20 Abiathar
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23
1Then they toldDovid, saying, Hinei, the Pelishtimfight against Ke'ilah, and they rob the

granot (threshing floors).
2Therefore Dovid inquired of HASHEM, saying, Shall I go and strike these Pelishtim? And

HASHEM said unto Dovid, Go, and strike the Pelishtim, and save Ke'ilah.
3 And Anshei Dovid said unto him, Hinei, Anachnu (we) are afraid here in Yehudah;

how much more then if we come to Ke'ilah against the maarkhot (military lines) of the
Pelishtim?

4Then Dovid inquired of HASHEM yet again. AndHASHEM answered him and said, Arise,
go down to Ke'ilah; for I will deliver the Pelishtim into thine yad.

5 So Dovid and his anashim went to Ke'ilah, and fought with the Pelishtim, and brought
away their livestock, and attacked them with a makkah gedolah (great defeat). So Dovid
saved the inhabitants of Ke'ilah.

6And it came to pass, when Evyatar (Abiathar) Ben Achimelech fled to Dovid to Ke'ilah,
that he came downwith the Ephod* in his yad.

7 And it was told Sha'ul that Dovid was come to Ke'ilah. And Sha'ul said, Elohim hath
delivered him intomine yad; for he is shut in, by entering into an ir (town) that hath gates
and bar.

8And Sha'ul called kol HaAm together for milchamah, to go down to Ke'ilah, to besiege
Dovid and his anashim.

9And Dovid knew that Sha'ul secretly plotted ra'ah (evil, harm) against him; and he said
to Evyatar (Abiathar)HaKohen, Bring here the Ephod.

10 Then said Dovid, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Thy eved hath certainly heard that Sha'ul
seeketh to come to Ke'ilah, to destroy the ir (town) onmy account.

11Will the Ba'alei Ke'ilah (citizens ofKe'ilah)delivermeup into his yad? Will Sha'ul come
down, as Thy eved hath heard? HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, tell now Thy eved. And HASHEM
said, He will come down.

12 Then said Dovid, Will the Baalei Ke'ilah shut me and my anashim up into the yad
Sha'ul? And HASHEM said, They will deliver thee up.

13 Then Dovid and his anashim, which were about shesh me'ot ish, arose and departed
out of Ke'ilah, and went wherever they could go. And it was told Sha'ul that Dovid was
escaped from Ke'ilah; and he refrained from going forth.

14And Dovid stayed in themidbar inmetzadot (strongholds, masadas) and remained on
ahar in themidbar Ziph. And Sha'ul searched for himevery day, but Elohimdeliveredhim
not into his yad.

15 And Dovid saw that Sha'ul was come out to seek his nefesh: and Dovid was in the
midbar Ziph at Chorshah.

16And Yonatan Ben Sha'ul arose, and went to Dovid at Chorshah, and strengthened his
yad in Elohim.†

17Andhe saiduntohim, Fearnot; for the yadSha'ul Avi shall not find thee; and thou shalt
beMelech over Yisroel, and I shall bemishneh (second) unto thee; and that also Sha'ul Avi
knoweth.

18And they two made a brit (covenant) before HASHEM; and Dovid stayed at Chorshah,
and Yonatan went to his bais.

19 Then came up the Ziphim to Sha'ul to Giv'ah, saying, Doth not Dovid hide himself
among us inmetzadot (strongholds, masadas) at Chorshah, in the hill of Chakhilah, which
is on the south of Yeshimon?

20Now therefore, OMelech, come down according to all the desire of thy nefesh to come
down; and our part shall be to deliver him into the yad HaMelech.

21 And Sha'ul said, Berukhim atem l'HASHEM(Blessed be ye of HASHEM); for ye have
compassion onme.

22Now go, prepare further, and know and see his makom where his hideouts are, and
who hath seen him there; for it is told me that he dealeth very craftily.

23 See therefore, and take knowledge of all the machavo'im (hideouts) where he hideth
himself, and come ye again tomewith the certainty, and Iwill gowith you; it shall come to
pass, if hebe in the land, that Iwill searchhimout throughoutall the thousandsofYehudah.

24And they arose, and went to Ziph ahead of Sha'ul; but Dovid and his anashimwere in
themidbar Ma'on, in the Aravah on the south of Yeshimon.

* 23:6with oracular lot; see Ex 28:6-30 † 23:16 i.e., encouraged him in G-d
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25Sha'ul also andhis anashimwent to seekhim. WhenDovidwas told, hedescendedand
camedown to theSela (Rock), and stayed in themidbarMa'on. AndwhenSha'ulheard that,
he pursued Dovid in themidbar Ma'on.

26 And Sha'ul went on this side of the har, and Dovid and his anashim on that side of
the har; and Dovid made haste to get away for fear of Sha'ul; for Sha'ul and his anashim
encircled Dovid and his anashim round about to take them.

27But there came a malach unto Sha'ul, saying, Haste thee, and come; for the Pelishtim
have invaded HaAretz.

28Wherefore Sha'ul returned frompursuingafterDovid, andwent against thePelishtim;
therefore they called that makom Sela HaMachlekot (Rock of Escaping).

24
1And Dovid went up from there, and dwelt in metzadot at Ein-Gedi.
2And it came to pass, when Sha'ulwas returned from following the Pelishtim, that itwas

told him, saying, Hinei, Dovid is in themidbar of Ein-Gedi.
3 Then Sha'ul took shloshet alafim (three thousand) chosen men out of kol Yisroel, and

went to search for Dovid and his anashim upon*Wild Goat Rocks.
4And he came to the gidrot hatzon (sheep pens of the flock) on the derech, where was a

me'arah (cave); and Sha'ul went in to cover his feet,† andDovid and his anashim remained
in the far end of theme'arah (cave).

5 And the anashim of Dovid said unto him, Hinei, the day of which HASHEM said unto
thee, Hinei, I will deliver thine oyev (enemy) into thine yad, that thou mayest do to him as
it shall seem tov unto thee. Then Dovid arose, and cut off the corner of the me'il of Sha'ul
without his notice.

6And it came to pass afterward, that the lev Dovid smote him because he had cut off the
corner of Sha'ul.

7And he said unto his anashim, Chalilah (far be it) before HASHEM that I should do this
thing unto adoni, HASHEMʼs moshiach, to stretch forth mine yad against him, seeing he is
themoshiach of HASHEM.

8 So Dovid restrained his anashim with these devarim, and allowed them not to rise
against Sha'ul. But Sha'ul rose up out of theme'arah (cave), and went on his derech.

9Dovidalso arose afterward, andwent out of theme'arah, and calledafter Sha'ul, saying,
AdoniHaMelech. Andwhen Sha'ul looked behind him, Dovid bowed downwith his face to
the ground, and prostrated himself.

10 And Dovid said to Sha'ul, Wherefore hearest thou divrei adam, saying, Hinei, Dovid
seeketh thy hurt?

11Hinei, this day thine eyes have seen how that HASHEM had delivered thee today into
mine yad in theme'arah; and some urgedme kill thee; butmine [nefesh] spared thee; and
I said, I will not put forthmine yad against adoni; for he is themoshiach of HASHEM.

12Moreover, avi, see, indeed, see the corner of thyme'il (robe) inmy yad; for in that I cut
off the corner of thyme'il, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is neither ra'ah
nor peysha (rebellion) inmine yad, and I have not sinned against thee; yet thou huntestmy
nefesh to take it.

13HASHEM judge between me and thee, and HASHEM avenge me on thee; but mine yad
shall not be upon thee.

14As saith themashal (proverb) of the ancients, Resha (wickedness) proceedeth from the
resha'im; but mine yad shall not be upon thee.

15 After whom is the Melech Yisroel come out? After whom dost thou pursue? After a
dead kelev (dog), after a parosh (flea).

16HASHEM therefore be judge, and judge betweenme and thee, and see, and uphold my
cause, and deliver me out of thine yad.

17 And it came to pass, when Dovid had made an end of speaking these devarim unto
Sha'ul, that Sha'ul said, Is this thy voice, beni Dovid? And Sha'ul lifted up his voice, and
wept.

18And he said to Dovid, Thou art more tzaddik than I; for thou hast rewardedme tovah,
whereas I have rewarded thee ra'ah.

19And thou hast shown this day how that thou hast dealt tovah with me; forasmuch as
when HASHEM had deliveredme into thine yad, thou killedst me not.

20 For if an ish find his oyev, will he let him go bederech tovah? Wherefore HASHEM
reward thee tovah for that thou hast done untome this day.

* 24:3 the area known as † 24:4 i.e., relieve himself
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21 And now, hinei, I know that thou shalt surely be Melech, and that the Mamlechet
Yisroel shall be established in thine yad.

22 Swear now therefore unto me by HASHEM, that thou wilt not cut offmy zera after me,
and that thou wilt not destroymy shem out of the Bais Avi.

23And Dovid swore unto Sha'ul. And Sha'ul went to his bais; but Dovid and his anashim
went up unto themetzudah (stronghold, masada).

25
1 And Shmuel died; and kol Yisroel were gathered together, and lamented him, and

buried him at his bais at Ramah.
And Dovid arose, and went down to themidbar Paran.
2And therewasan ish inMa'on,whosepossessionswere inCarmel; and the ishwasgadol

me'od, andhehad three thousand tzon, and a thousand izzim (goats); andhewas shearing
his tzon in Carmel.

3Now the shemof the ishwasNaval; and the shemof his ishaAvigal; and shewas an isha
of tovat seichel, and beautiful; but the ishwas kasheh (churlish, difficult) and rah (mean) in
his doings; and he was a descendant of Kalev.

4And Dovid heard in themidbar that Naval did shear his tzon.
5AndDovid sent out ten ne'arim, andDovid said unto the ne'arim, Get you up to Carmel,

and go to Naval, and give him a shalom greeting inmy shem (name);
6And thus shall ye say to him, Koh lechai (good fortune to you), shalom to thee, shalom to

thine bais, shalom unto all that thou hast.
7And now I have heard that thou hast shearers; now thy ro'im (shepherds)which were

with us, we hurt them not, and nothing was missing by them, all the while they were in
Carmel.

8Ask thy ne'arim, and they will show thee. Wherefore let the ne'arim find chen (favor,
grace) in thine eyes; for we come on yom tov; give, now, whatsoever cometh to thine yad
unto thy avadim, and to thy ben, Dovid.

9And when the naarei Dovid came, they spoke to Naval according to all those devarim
b'shem Dovid, and ceased.

10And Naval answered the avadim of Dovid, and said, Who is Dovid? And who is Ben
Yishai? There bemany avadim nowadays who break away every ish from his adon.

11 Shall I then take my lechem, andmymayim, andmymeat that I have slaughtered for
my shearers, and give it unto anashimwho come from I know not where?

12So the ne'arim of Dovid turned to their derech, andwent back, and came and told him
all those devarim.

13And Dovid said unto his anashim, Gird ye on every ish his cherev. And they girded on
every ish his cherev; and Dovid also girded on his cherev; and there went up after Dovid
about arbame'ot ish; and two hundred stayed by the kelim (supplies).

14But one of the ne'arim toldAvigal, eshetNaval, saying, Hinei, Dovid sentmalachimout
of themidbar to put a brocha on adoneinu; and he drove them off.

15 But the anashim were tovim unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any
thing, as long as we accompanied them, whenwewere in the sadeh;

16They were a chomah (wall) unto us both by lailah gam yomam (night and day), all the
while we were with them shepherding hatzon.

17Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for ra'ah is determined against
adoneinu, and against all his bais; for he is such a ben Beliyaal, that aman cannot speak to
him.

18 Then Avigal made haste, and took two hundred lechem, and two skins of yayin, and
five tzon ready cooked, and five measures of roasted grain, and a hundred raisin cakes,
and two hundred pressed figs, and laid them on chamorim (donkeys).

19And she said unto her ne'arim, Go on ahead of me; hineni, I come after you. But she
told not her ish Naval.

20And it was so, as she rode on the chamor, that she came down by the covert on the har,
hinei, Dovid and his anashim came down toward her; and shemet them.

21NowDovidhad said, Surely for shekerhave I been shomerover all that this onehath in
themidbar, so that nothingwasmissedof all that pertaineduntohim; andhehath requited
me ra'ah for tovah.

22 So and more also do Elohim unto the oyvei Dovid, if I leave of all that pertain to him
by the boker any that urinate against the wall.

23AndwhenAvigal sawDovid, shehasted, dismounted the chamor, and fell beforeDovid
on her face, and bowed herself to the ground,
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24And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, adoni, upon me let this avon be; and let now
thine handmaid speak in thine audience, and hear the devarim of thine handmaid.

25Let nownot adoni regard this ish of Beliyaal, evenNaval; for as shmo is, so is he; Naval
(fool) is shmo, and nevalah (folly) is with him; but I thine handmaid saw not the ne'arim of
adoni, whom thou didst send.

26Now therefore, adoni, as HASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, seeing HASHEM hath
held thee back from coming to shed dahm, and from avenging thyself with thine own yad,
now let thine oyevim, and they that seek ra'ah for adoni, be as Naval.

27Andnow this brochawhich thine shifchah (maid-servant)hathbrought unto adoni, let
it even be given unto the ne'arim that follow at the feet of adoni.

28 Forgive now the peysha of thine handmaid; for HASHEM will certainly make adoni a
bais ne'eman; because adoni fighteth the milchamot of HASHEM, and ra'ah hath not been
found in thee all thy yamim.

29Yet adamis risen topursue thee, and to seek thynefesh; but thenefeshof adoni shall be
bound in the bundle of chayyim with HASHEM Eloheicha; and the nefesh of thine oyevim,
them shall He hurl away, as out of the hollow of a kela (slingshot).

30 And it shall come to pass, when HASHEM shall have done to adoni according to all
the tovah that He hath spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee Nagid over
Yisroel,

31 There shall be no grief unto thee, nor michshol lev (downfall of conscience) unto
adoni, either that thou hast committed shefach dahm chinom, or that adoni hath avenged
himself; but when HASHEM shall have dealt well with adoni, then remember thine
handmaid.

32And Dovid said to Avigal, Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Who sent thee today tomeet
me;

33Andbaruchbe thy good sense, andberukhahbe thou,whohast keptme this yom from
coming to shed blood, and from avengingmyself withmine own yad.

34For inverydeed, asHASHEMElohei Yisroel liveth,Whohathkeptmeback fromhurting
thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there had not been left unto
Naval by ohr haboker any that urinates against the wall.

35SoDovid received of her yad thatwhich she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up
in shalom to thine bais; see, I have paid heed to thy voice, and have granted thy request.

36 And Avigal came to Naval; and, hinei, he held a mishteh (feast) in his bais, like the
mishteh of a melech; and lev Naval was tov within him, for he was shikkor ad me'od;
wherefore she told him nothing, katan or gadol, until the ohr haboker.

37 But it came to pass in the boker, when the yayin was gone out of Naval, and his isha
had told him these things, that his lev died within him, and he became like even (stone).

38 It came to pass about ten yamim later, HASHEM struck Naval, that he died.
39AndwhenDovidheard thatNavalwasdead, he said, BaruchHASHEM, thathathupheld

the cause of my cherpah (reproach) from the yad of Naval, and hath kept his eved from
ra'ah; for HASHEM hath returned the ra'ah (wickedness) of Naval upon his own rosh. And
Dovid sent and communedwith Avigal, to take her to him as isha.

40And when the avadim of Dovid were come to Avigal to Carmel, they spoke unto her,
saying, Dovid sent us unto thee, to take thee to him as isha.

41And she arose, and bowed herself on her face to the ground, and said, Hinei, let thine
handmaid be for a shifchah to wash the feet of the avadim of adoni.

42And Avigal hasted, and arose and rode upon a chamor, with five na'arot of hers that
attended her; and she went after themalachim of Dovid, and became his isha.

43 Dovid also took Achino'am of Yizre'el; and they were also both of them his nashim
(wives).

44But Sha'ul had givenMichal bitto (his daughter), Dovidʼs isha, to Palti Ben Layish, who
was from Gallim.

26
1And the Ziphim came unto Sha'ul at Giv'ah, saying, Doth not Dovid hide himself in the

hill of Chakhilah, which faces Yeshimon?
2 Then Sha'ul arose, and went down to the midbar Ziph, having three thousand chosen

men of Yisroel with him, to search for Dovid in themidbar Ziph.
3And Sha'ul encamped in the hill of Chakhilah, which faces Yeshimon, beside the derech

(road). But Dovid stayed in the midbar, and he saw that Sha'ul came after him into the
midbar.

4Dovid therefore sent out scouts, and understood that Sha'ul had indeed come.
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5 And Dovid arose, and came to the makom where Sha'ul had encamped; and Dovid
beheld the makomwhere Sha'ul lay down, and Avner Ben Ner, the sar of his tzava (army);
and Sha'ul was lying in the camp, and HaAm encamped round about him.

6Then answered Dovid and said to Achimelech the Chitti, and to Avishai Ben Tzeruyah,
achi Yoav, saying,Whowill go downwithme to Sha'ul to themachaneh? AndAvishai said,
I will go downwith thee.

7 So Dovid and Avishai came to HaAm by lailah; and, hinei, Sha'ul lay sleeping within
the camp, and his khanit (spear) stuck in the ground at his head; but Avner and HaAm lay
round about him.

8Then saidAvishai to Dovid, Elohimhath delivered thine oyev into thine yad today; now
therefore let me strike him, now, with the khanit, pinning him to the ground once; I will
not strike him the second time.

9And Dovid said to Avishai, Destroy him not; for who can stretch forth his yad against
HASHEMʼs moshiach, and be guiltless?

10Dovid said furthermore, As HASHEM liveth, HASHEM shall strike him; or his day shall
come to die; or he shall descend into milchamah, and perish.

11 Chalilah (far be it) from me by HASHEM that I should stretch forth mine yad against
HASHEMʼsmoshiach; but, take now thou the khanit (spear) that is at his head, and the flask
of mayim, and let us go.

12 So Dovid took the khanit and the flask of mayim from near Sha'ulʼs head; and they
got them away, and no one saw it, nor knew it, neither awaked; for they were all asleep;
because a tardamat HASHEMwas fallen upon them.

13ThenDovidwent over to the other side, and stood on the top of the har afar off; a great
space being between them;

14And Dovid called out to the people, and to Avner Ben Ner, saying, Answerest thou not,
Avner? Then Avner answered and said, Who art thou that calls out to HaMelech?

15And Dovid said to Avner, Art not thou an ish (man)? Andwho is like to thee in Yisroel?
Wherefore then hast thou not been shomer over adoneicha HaMelech? For there came
one of HaAm in to destroy HaMelech adoneicha.

16 This thing is not tov that thou hast done. As HASHEM liveth, ye are worthy for mavet,
because ye have not been shomer over adoneichem, HASHEMʼs moshiach. And now see
where the khanit of HaMelech is, and the flask of mayim that was near his head.

17And Sha'ul knew the voice of Dovid, and said, Is this thy voice, beni, Dovid? AndDovid
said, It is my voice, adoni HaMelech.

18And he said, Why doth adoni thus pursue after his eved? For what have I done? Or
what ra'ah is in mine yad?

19 Now therefore, let adoni HaMelech hear the devarim of his eved. If HASHEM have
stirred thee up against me, let Him accept a minchah; but if they be bnei adam, cursed
be they before HASHEM; for they have drivenme out this day from abiding in the nachalah
of HASHEM, saying, Go, serve elohim acharim.

20Now therefore, let not my dahm fall to the earth before the face of HASHEM; for the
MelechYisroel is comeout to search foraparosh (flea), aswhenonedothhunt thepartridge
in the harim.

21 Then said Sha'ul, I have sinned; return, beni Dovid; for I will no more do thee harm,
becausemynefeshwas precious in thine eyes this day; hinei, I was foolish, and have erred
exceedingly.

22AndDovidansweredandsaid,Hinei thekhanitHaMelech! Letoneof thene'arimcome
over and bring it back.

23HASHEM repay to every ish his tzedakah and his emunah; for HASHEM delivered thee
into my yad today, but I would not stretch forthmine yad against HASHEMʼs moshiach.

24And, hinei, as thy nefesh was much valued this day in mine eyes, so let my nefesh be
much valued in the eyes of HASHEM, and let Him deliver me out of all tzarah (trouble).

25Then Sha'ul said to Dovid, Baruch atah, beni Dovid; may thou both accomplish many
things, and also still succeed. So Dovid went on his derech, and Sha'ul returned to his
makom.

27
1 And Dovid said in his lev, I shall now perish yom echad by the yad Sha'ul; there is

nothing tov for me than that I should speedily escape into the Eretz Pelishtim; and Sha'ul
shall despair of searching for me anymore in kol gevul Yisroel; so shall I escape out of his
yad.
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2And Dovid arose, and he passed over with the sheshme'ot ish that were with him unto
Akhish BenMaochMelech Gat.

3 And Dovid dwelt with Akhish at Gat, he and his anashim, every ish with his bais
(household), evenDovidwithhis twonashim,Achino'amofYizre'el, andAvigal eshetNaval
of Karmel.

4And it was told Sha'ul that Dovid was fled to Gat; and he sought nomore again for him.
5And Dovid said unto Akhish, If I have now found chen in thine eyes, let them giveme a

makom (place) in some town in the sadeh (country), that Imay dwell there; forwhy should
thy eved dwell in the ir hamamlachah (royal city)with thee?

6 Then Akhish gave him Tziklag that day; therefore Tziklag belongs unto the Melachim
of Yehudah unto this day.

7 And the mispar hayamim that Dovid dwelt in the sadeh of the Pelishtim was four
months and two days.

8 And Dovid and his anashim went up, and raided the Geshuri, and the Girzi, and the
Amaleki; for they were of old the inhabitants of HaAretz, as thou goest to Shur, even unto
Eretz Mitzrayim.

9AndDovid attacked the land, and left neither ish nor isha alive, and took away the tzon,
and the bakar, and the chamorim, and the gemalim, and the begadim, and returned, and
came to Akhish.

10And Akhish said, Where have ye raided today? And Dovid said, Against the Negev of
Yehudah, or against the Negev of the Yerachme'eli, or against the Negev of the Keni.

11 And Dovid saved neither ish nor isha alive, to bring [news] to Gat, saying, Lest they
should inform on us, saying, So did Dovid, and so has been his mishpat (practice) all the
yamim (days) he dwelleth in the sadeh of the Pelishtim (Philistines).

12And Akhish believed Dovid, saying, He hath made his people Yisroel utterly to abhor
him; therefore he shall be eved to me olam (forever).

28
1 And it came to pass in those yamim, that the Pelishtim gathered their machanot

together for tzava (warfare), to fight with Yisroel. And Akhish said unto Dovid, Know thou
assuredly, that thou shalt go out withme tomachaneh, thou and thy anashim.

2And Dovid said to Akhish, Surely thou shalt know what thy eved will do. And Akhish
said to Dovid, Therefore will I make theemy shomer rosh (head bodyguard) kol hayamim.

3Now Shmuel was dead, and kol Yisroel had mourned him, and buried him in Ramah,
even in his own town. And Sha'ul had deported the ovot (mediums, those with familiar
spirits), and the yidonim (spiritists) fromHaAretz.

4And the Pelishtim gathered themselves together, and came and encamped in Shunem;
and Sha'ul gathered kol Yisroel together, and they encamped in Gilboa.

5Andwhen Sha'ul saw themachaneh of the Pelishtim, he was afraid, and his lev greatly
trembled.

6Andwhen Sha'ul inquired of HASHEM, HASHEM answered himnot, neither by chalomot
(dreams), nor by Urim, nor by nevi'im.

7Then said Sha'ul unto his avadim, Seekme an isha that is a ba'alat ov (medium, a person
with a familiar spirit), that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his avadim said to him,
Hinei, there is an eshet ba'alat ov at Ein-Dor.

8 And Sha'ul disguised himself, and put on begadim acherim, and he went, and two
anashim with him, and they came to the isha by lailah; and he said, divine for me by the
ov (familiar spirit), and bring him up for me, whom I shall name unto thee.

9And the isha saiduntohim,Hinei, thouknowestwhat Sha'ul hathdone, howhehath cut
off the ovot (mediums, those with familiar spirits), and the yidoni (spiritist) from HaAretz;
why then layest thou a snare for my nefesh, to causeme to die?

10 And Sha'ul vowed to her by HASHEM, saying, As HASHEM liveth, there shall no avon
(punishment) happen to thee for this thing.

11Then said the isha, Whom shall I bring up for thee? And he said, Bring up Shmuel for
me.

12And when the isha saw Shmuel, she cried with a kol gadol (loud voice); and the isha
spoke to Sha'ul, saying, Why hast thou deceivedme? For thou art Sha'ul.

13And HaMelech said unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the isha said
unto Sha'ul, I see elohim olim (spirits, ones ascending, a spirit ascending) fromHaAretz.

14And he said unto her, Of what form is he? And she said, An ish zaken cometh up; and
he is wearing a me'il (robe). And Sha'ul had da'as that it was Shmuel, and he bowed with
his face to the ground, and prostrated himself.
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15And Shmuel said to Sha'ul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Sha'ul
answered, I am greatly distressed; for the Pelishtimmakewar againstme, and Elohim has
turned away from me, and answereth me no more, neither by nevi'im, nor by chalomot
(dreams): therefore I have called on thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I
should do.

16Then said Shmuel,Why then dost thou ask ofme, seeing HASHEM is turned away from
thee, and is become thine adversary?

17And HASHEM hath done for Himself just as He spoke by me; for HASHEM hath torn the
Mamlachah out of thine yad, and given it to thy re'a (neighbor), even to Dovid:

18 Because thou obeyedst not the kol (voice) of HASHEM, nor executedst His charon af
upon Amalek, therefore hath HASHEM done this thing unto thee this day.

19Moreover HASHEMwill also deliver Yisroel with thee into the yad (hand, power) of the
Pelishtim; andmakhar (tomorrow) shalt thouand thybanimbewithme;HASHEMalso shall
deliver themachaneh Yisroel into the yad Pelishtim.

20Then at once Sha'ul fell his full length on the ground, and was greatly afraid, because
of the divrei Shmuel; and there was no ko'ach in him; for he had eaten no lechem all the
yom, nor all the lailah.

21 And the isha came unto Sha'ul, and saw that he was greatly terrified, and said unto
him, Hinei, thine shifcha hath obeyed thy voice, and I have putmy nefesh inmy palm, and
have paid heed unto thy devarimwhich thou spoke untome.

22Now therefore, shema (pay heed) thou nowalso unto the voice of thine shifcha, and let
me set some lechem before thee; and eat, that thou mayest have ko'ach, when thou goest
on thy derech.

23But he refused, and said, I will not eat. But his avadim, together with the isha, urged
him; and he paid heed unto their voice. So he arose fromha'aretz, and sat upon themittah
(bed).

24And the isha had a fattened egel in the bais; and she hasted, and slaughtered it, and
took kemakh (flour), and kneaded it, and did bakematzot thereof;

25And she brought it before Sha'ul, and before his avadim; and they did eat. Then they
rose up, and went away that lailah.

29
1 Now the Pelishtim gathered together all their machanot to Aphek; and Yisroel en-

camped by an ayin (spring)which is in Yizre'el.
2And the rulersof thePelishtim (Philistines)werepassingbywithme'ot, andwithalafim;

but Dovid and his anashimwere passing at the rearguard with Akhish.
3Then said the sarimof the Pelishtim,What are these Ivrimdoinghere? AndAkhish said

unto the sarim of the Pelishtim, Is not this Dovid, the eved of Sha'ul Melech Yisroel, which
hath been with me these yamim, or these shanim, and unto this day I have found no fault
in him since he defected?

4And the sarimof the Pelishtimwere angrywithhim; and the sarimof the Pelishtim said
unto him, Send the ish back, that hemay turn again to hismakom (place, home)which thou
hast assignedhim, and let himnot godownwithus tomilchamah, lest in themilchamahhe
beas satan (adversary, antagonist) to us; forwherewith shouldhemakehimself acceptable
unto his adon? Is it not with the heads of these anashim?

5 Is not this Dovid, of whom they sang one to another inmecholot (dances), saying,

Sha'ul slaughtered his alafim,
and Dovid his revavot (myriads)?

6Then Akhish called Dovid, and said unto him, Surely, as HASHEM liveth, thou hast been
yashar (upright), and thy going out and thy coming in with me in the machaneh is tov in
my sight; for I have not found ra'ah in thee since the day of thy coming unto me until this
day; nevertheless, in the eyes of the rulers thou art not tov.

7Wherefore now shuv (turn, turn back), and go in shalom, that thou displease not the
rulers of the Pelishtim.

8And Dovid said unto Akhish, But what have I done? And what hast thou found in thy
eved from the day that I am before thee until this day, that I may not go fight against the
oyevei adoni HaMelech?

9 And Akhish answered and said to Dovid, I know that thou art tov in my sight, as a
malach Elohim; notwithstanding, the sarim of the Pelishtim have said, He shall not go up
with us to themilchamah.
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10Wherefore now rise up early in the boker with the avadim of thy adon that are come
with thee; and as soon as ye get up early in the boker, and have ohr, depart.

11 So Dovid and his anashim rose up early to depart in the boker, to return to Eretz
Pelishtim. And the Pelishtimwent up to Yizre'el.

30
1 And it came to pass, when Dovid and his anashim were come to Tziklag on the Yom

HaShelishi, that the Amaleki had made a raid on the Negev and Tziklag and attacked
Tziklag, and burned it with eish;

2 And had captured the nashim, that were therein; they killed not any, either gadol or
katon, but carried them off, and went on their derech.

3 So Dovid and his anashim came to the Ir, and, hinei, it was aflame with eish; and their
nashim, and their banim, and their banot, had been taken captive.

4ThenDovid andHaAm thatwerewith him lifted up their voice andwept, until they had
nomore ko'ach to weep.

5And Dovidʼs two nashimwere taken captive, Achino'am the Yizre'elit, and Avigal eshet
Naval the Karmeli.

6And Dovid was greatly distressed; for HaAm spoke of stoning him, because the nefesh
of kol HaAmwasmarah (bitter), every ish for his banim and for his banot; but Dovidmade
himself chazak in HASHEM Elohav.

7 And Dovid said to Evyatar HaKohen Ben Achimelech, Bring me now here the Ephod.
And Evyatar brought the Ephod to Dovid.

8AndDovid inquiredofHASHEM, saying, Shall I pursueafter this gedood? Shall I overtake
it? And He answered him, Pursue; for thou shalt surely overtake, and without fail save.

9SoDovidwent, he and sheshme'ot ish thatwerewith him, and came to the brookBesor,
where those that were left behind stayed.

10ButDovid pursued, he and arbame'ot ish; for twohundred stayedbehind,whichwere
so exhausted that they could not go over the brook Besor.

11And they found an Egyptian in the sadeh, and brought him toDovid, gave him lechem,
and he did eat; theymade him drinkmayim;

12 And they gave him a piece of pressed fig cake, and two raisin cakes; and when he
had eaten, his ruach returned to him; for he had eaten no lechem, nor drunk any mayim,
shloshah yamim and shloshah lailot.

13AndDovid said unto him, Towhombelongest thou? And fromwhere art thou? Andhe
said, I amana'arMitzri, eved toanAmaleki; andmyadon leftme, becauseyamimshloshah
ago I fell sick.

14Wemade a raid upon the south of the Kereti, and upon the territory of Yehudah, and
upon the south of Kalev; and we burned Tziklag with eish.

15And Dovid said to him, Canst thou bring me down to this gedood? And he said, Swear
untomebyElohim, that thouwilt neitherkillme, nordeliverme into thehandsofmyadon,
and I will lead thee down to this gedood.

16And when he had led him down, hinei, they were spread out over the surface of kol
ha'aretz, eating and drinking, and revelling, because of all the great plunder that they had
taken from Eretz Pelishtim, and from Eretz Yehudah.

17And Dovid struck them from the neshef (twilight, evening) even unto the erev of the
next day; and there escaped not an ish of them, except four hundred na'ar, which rode off
upon gemalim, and fled.

18 And Dovid recovered all that Amalek had carried away; and Dovid saved his two
nashim.

19 And there was nothing of them missing, lacking neither katon nor gadol, neither
banim nor banot, neither plunder, nor anything that they had taken for them; Dovid
recovered all.

20 And Dovid took all the tzon and the bakar, which they drove before those other
mikneh, and said, This is shalal Dovid (the plunder of David).

21AndDovidcameto the twohundredanashim,whichweresoexhausted that theycould
not follow Dovid, whom they had left behind also at the brook Besor; and they went forth
to meet Dovid, and to meet HaAm that were with him; and when Dovid came near to the
people, he gave them a shalom greeting.

22Then answered all the ish rah and the Beliyaal among the anashim of those that went
withDovid, and said, Because theywentnotwithus,wewill not give themanyof the shalal
thatwehave recovered, except to every ishhis ishaandhisbanim, that theymay take them
and leave.
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23Then said Dovid, Ye shall not do so, my achim, with that which HASHEM hath given us,
Who hath been shomer over us, and delivered the gedood that came against us into our
yad.

24 For who will pay heed unto you in this matter? But as his chelek is that goeth down
to the milchamah (battle), so shall his chelek be that tarrieth by the kelim (supplies): their
chelek they shall share alike.

25And itwas so from that day forward, that hemade it a chok (statute) and amishpat for
Yisroel unto this day.

26 And when Dovid came to Tziklag, he sent of the shalal (plunder) unto the Ziknei
Yehudah, even to his re'im (friends), saying, Hinei, a brocha for you of the shalal (plunder)
of the oyevim of HASHEM;

27To themwhich were in Beit-El, and to themwhich were in Ramot of the South, and to
themwhich were in Yatir,

28And to them which were in Aro'er, and to them which were in Siphmot, and to them
which were in Eshtemo'a,

29 And to them which were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities of the
Yerachme'eli, and to themwhich were in the cities of the Keni,

30And to them which were in Chormah, and to them which were in Bor-'Ashan, and to
themwhich were in Atakh,

31 And to them which were in Chevron, and to all the mekomot (places) where Dovid
himself and his anashimwere accustomed to visit.

31
1Now the Pelishtim fought against Yisroel; and the anshei Yisroel fled from before the

Pelishtim, and fell down chalalim (slain ones) onMt Gilboa.
2 And the Pelishtim followed hard upon Sha'ul and upon his banim; and the Pelishtim

slaughtered Yehonatan,* and Avinadav, andMalki-Shu'a, the Bnei Sha'ul.
3And themilchamah became intense against Sha'ul, and the archers overtook him; and

he wasmortally wounded by the archers.
4 Then said Sha'ul unto his noseh keli (armor bearer), Draw thy cherev, and thrust me

through therewith; lest these arelim (uncircumcised ones) come and thrust me through,
and abuse me. But his noseh keli would not; for he was very afraid. Therefore Sha'ul took
a cherev, and fell upon it.

5Andwhenhis noseh keli saw that Sha'ulwas dead, he fell likewise uponhis cherev, and
died with him.

6So Sha'ul died, and his shloshet banim, and his noseh keli, and kol anashim of him, that
same day together.

7Andwhen the anshei Yisroel that were on the other side of the emek (valley), and they
that were on the other side of the Yarden, saw that the anshei Yisroel fled, and that Sha'ul
and his banim were dead, they abandoned the towns, and fled; and the Pelishtim came
and took occupation of them.

8And it came to pass on the next day, when the Pelishtim came to strip the chalalim, that
they found Sha'ul and his shloshet banim fallen onMt Gilboa.

9 And they cut off his rosh (head), and stripped off his keli, and sent through eretz
Pelishtim all around, to publish it in the bais atzabim, and among the people.

10And they put his keli in the Bais Ashtarot; and they hung up his body on the chomat
Beit-Shan.

11Andwhen the inhabitants of YaveshGil'ad heard of thatwhich the Pelishtimhad done
to Sha'ul;

12 kol ish chayil arose, and went kol halailah, and took the geviyyat Sha'ul and the
geviyyot of his banim from the chomat Beit-Shan, and came to Yavesh, and cremated them
there.

13And they took their atzmot, and buried themunder a tree at Yavesh, and underwent a
tzom shivat yamim.

* 31:2 Yonatan
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Shmuel Bais
1Now it came to pass after themot Sha'ul, when Dovid was returned from the slaughter

of Amalek, and Dovid had abode two yamim in Tziklag;
2 It came even to pass on Yom HaShlishi, that, hinei, an ish came out of the machaneh

from Sha'ul with his clothes torn, and adamah upon his rosh; and so it was, when he came
to Dovid, that he fell to the ground, and prostrated himself.

3And Dovid said unto him, From where comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the
machaneh Yisroel am I escaped.

4And Dovid said unto him, Howwent the matter? Tell me now. And he answered, That
the people are fled from themilchamah, andmany of the people also are fallen and dead;
and Sha'ul and Yonatan bno are dead also.

5AndDovid said unto the na'ar that told him,Howknowest thou that Sha'ul andYonatan
bno are dead?

6 And the na'ar that told him said, As I happened to be upon Mt Gilboa, hinei, Sha'ul
leaneduponhiskhanit; and, hinei, thechariots andba'aleihaparashimfollowedhardafter
him.

7 And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered,
Hineini.

8And he said untome,Who art thou? And I answered him, I am an Amaleki.
9He said unto me again, Stand, now, over me, and slay me; for shavatz (death through

agony) is come uponme, becausemy nefesh is yet still in me.
10 So I stood over him, and slaughtered him, because I was sure that he could not live

after that he was fallen; and I took the nezer (crown, diadem) that was upon his rosh, and
theetzadah (bracelet, band) thatwasonhis zero'a, andhavebrought themhereuntoadoni.

11ThenDovid took hold on his clothes, andmade the kri'ah on them; and likewise all the
anashim that were with him;

12And theymourned, andwept, anddid a tzomuntil the erev, for Sha'ul, and for Yonatan
bno, and for the AmHASHEM, and for Bais Yisroel; because they were fallen by the cherev.

13And Dovid said unto the na'ar that told him, Fromwhere art thou? And he answered,
I am ben ish ger, an Amaleki.

14AndDovid saiduntohim,Howwast thounot afraid to stretch forth thineyad todestroy
HASHEMʼs moshiach?

15 And Dovid called one of the ne'arim, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he
struck him so that he died.

16AndDovid said unto him, Thy dahmbe upon thy rosh; for thine ownpeh hath testified
against thee, saying, I have slain HASHEMʼs moshiach.

17And Dovid lamented with this kinah (lamentation) over Sha'ul and over Yonatan bno;
18Also he bade them teach the Bnei Yehudah: The Keshet. Hinei, it is written in the Sefer

HaYasher:

19The glory of Yisroel is slain upon thy high places;
how are the Gibborim fallen!
20Tell it not in Gat,
proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon;
lest the banot Pelishtim rejoice,
lest the banot ha'arelim triumph.
21Yemountains of Gilboa,
let there be no tal, neither let there bematar, upon you,
nor fields of terumot;
for there themogen Gibborim is defiled,
the mogen of Sha'ul, as though he had not beenmashiach (anointed)with shemen.
22From the dahm of the slain, from the chelev of the Gibborim,
the keshet Yonatan turned not back,
and the cherev Sha'ul returned not empty.
23 Sha'ul and Yonatan
were beloved and gracious in their lives,
and in their mot they were not parted;
they were swifter than nesharim,
they were stronger than arayot.
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24Ye banot Yisroel, weep over Sha'ul,
who clothed you in scarlet, with fineries,
who put on ornaments of zahav upon your apparel.

25How are the Gibborim fallen in themidst of themilchamah!
O Yonatan, thou wast slain on thine heights.

26 I am distressed for thee, my brother Yonatan;
very pleasant hast thou been untome;
thy ahavah was wonderful to me,
passing ahavat nashim.

27How are the Gibborim fallen,
and the k'lei milchamah (weapons of war) perished!

2
1And it came to pass after this, that Dovid inquired of HASHEM, saying, Shall I go up into

any of the towns of Yehudah? AndHASHEM said unto him, Goup. AndDovid said, Towhere
shall I go up? And he said, Unto Chevron.

2 So Dovid went up there, and his two nashim also, Achino'am the Yizre'elit, and Avigal
eshet Naval the Karmeli.

3And his anashim that were with him did Dovid bring up, every ish with his household;
and they dwelt in the towns of Chevron.

4And anshei Yehudah came, and there they anointed DovidMelech over Bais Yehudah.
And they told Dovid, saying, The Anshei Yavesh-Gil'ad were they that buried Sha'ul.
5AndDovid sentmalachimunto theAnsheiYavesh-Gil'ad, andsaidunto them,Berukhim

atem of HASHEM, that ye have showed this chesed unto adoneichem, even unto Sha'ul,
burying him.

6AndnowHASHEM show chesed and emes unto you; and I alsowill repay you this tovah,
because ye have done this thing.

7 Therefore now let your hands be strengthened, be ye bnei chayil; for adoneichem
Sha'ul is dead, and also the Bais Yehudah have anointedmeMelech over them.

8 But Avner ben Ner, Sar Tzava of Sha'ul, took Ish-Boshet Ben Sha'ul, and brought him
over to Machanayim;

9 And made him melech over Gil'ad, and over the Ashuri, and over Yizre'el, and over
Ephrayim, and over Binyamin, and over all Yisroel.

10 Ish-Boshet ben Sha'ul was forty shanah when he began to reign over Yisroel, and
reigned two shanim. But Bais Yehudah followed Dovid.

11And the time thatDovidwasMelech in Chevronover Bais Yehudahwas shivah shanah
and shishah chodashim.

12 And Avner ben Ner, and the avadim of Ish-Boshet Ben Sha'ul, went out from
Machanayim to Giv'on.

13And Yoav Ben Tzeruyah, and the avadim of Dovid, went out, and met together by the
pool of Giv'on; and they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the
other side of the pool.

14AndAvner said to Yoav, Let the youngmennowarise for a contest before us. And Yoav
said, Let them arise.

15 Then there arose and went over by mispar twelve of Binyamin, which pertained to
Ish-Boshet ben Sha'ul, and twelve of the avadim of Dovid.

16And they caught every one his re'a by the rosh, and thrust his cherev in his re'aʼs side;
so they fell down together; therefore that makom was called Chelkat-Hatzurim, which is
in Giv'on.

17 And there was a very fierce milchamah that day; and Avner was defeated, and the
Anshei Yisroel, before the Avadim of Dovid.

18And there were three Bnei Tzeruyah there: Yoav, Avishai, Asahel; Asahel was as swift
of foot as a gazelle.

19Asahel pursued after Avner; and in going he turned not to the right nor to the left from
following Avner.

20Then Avner looked behind him, and said, Art thou Asahel? And he answered, I am.
21 And Avner said to him, Turn thee aside to thy right or to thy left, and lay thee hold

on one of the ne'arim, and capture thee his armor. But Asahel would not turn aside from
following of him.
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22AndAvner saidagain toAsahel, Turn theeaside fromfollowingme;whyshould I strike
thee to the ground? How then should I hold upmy face to Yoav achicha?

23 Howbeit he refused to turn aside; therefore Avner with the butt end of the khanit
struck him under the fifth rib, that the khanit came out his back; and he fell down there,
and died in the same place; and it came to pass, that asmany as came to themakomwhere
Asahel fell down and died, stopped.

24 Yoav also and Avishai pursued after Avner; and the shemesh went down when they
were come to the hill of Ammah, that lieth before Giach by the derechmidbar Giv'on.

25 And the Bnei Binyamin gathered themselves together after Avner, and became
aguddah echat (one unit), and stood on the top of one hill.

26 Then Avner called to Yoav, and said, Shall the cherev devour lanetzach (forever)?
Knowest thou not that it will be marah in the latter end? Ad mosai shall it be then, until
thou bid the people return from pursuing their brethren?

27 And Yoav said, As HaElohim liveth, if thou hadst not spoken, HaAm would have
continued every one following his brother, not stopping until haboker.

28 So Yoav blew a shofar, and kol haAm stood still, and pursued after Yisroel no more,
neither fought they anymore.

29AndAvnerandhisanashimmarchedkolhalailah through theAravah, andpassedover
Yarden, and went through all Bitron, and they came toMachanayim.

30 And Yoav returned from following Avner; and when he had gathered kol HaAm
together, there lacked of Dovidʼs avadim nineteen ish and Asahel.

31 But the avadim of Dovid had struck down of Binyamin, and of anshei Avner, so that
three hundred and threescore ish died.

32 And they took up Asahel, and buried him in the kever of aviv, which was in Beit-
Lechem. And Yoav and his menmarched kol halailah, and they came to Chevron at dawn.

3
1Now there was longmilchamah between the Bais Sha'ul and the Bais Dovid; but Dovid

grew stronger and stronger, and the Bais Sha'ul grewweaker and weaker.
2AnduntoDovidwerebanimborn inChevron; andhisbechorwasAmnon, ofAchino'am

the Yizre'elit;
3And his second, Kile'av, of Avigal eshet Naval the Karmeli; and the third, Avshalomben

Ma'akhah bat Talmai Melech Geshur;
4And the fourth, Adoniyah Ben Chaggit; and the fifth, Shephatyah Ben Avital;
5And the sixth, Yitre'am, by Eglah eshet Dovid. These were born to Dovid in Chevron.
6And it came to pass, while there was milchamah between the Bais Sha'ul and the Bais

Dovid, that Avner was strengthening his grip on the Bais Sha'ul.
7And Sha'ul had a pilegesh (concubine), whose shemwas Ritzpah Bat Ayah; and he* said

to Avner, why hast thou gone in unto pilegesh avi?
8 Then was Avner very angry at the devarim of Ish-Boshet, and said, Am I Yehudahʼs

rosh kelev? Today do I show chesed unto the Bais Sha'ul avicha, to his brethren, and to
his friends, and have not delivered thee into the yad Dovid, and then thou chargest me
today with an avon concerning this isha?

9So do Elohim to Avner, andmore also! As HASHEM hath sworn to Dovid, even so I do for
him;†

10 To transfer the Mamlachah from the Bais Sha'ul, and to set up the Kisse Dovid over
Yisroel and over Yehudah, from Dan even to Be'er-Sheva.

11And he could not answer Avner a davar again, because he feared him.
12And Avner sent malachim to Dovid on his behalf, saying, Whose is the eretz? Saying

also, Cut thy brit with me, and, hinei, my yad shall be with thee, to bring about kol Yisroel
unto thee.

13And he‡ said, Tov; I will make a brit with thee; but one thing I require of thee, that is,
Thou shalt not see my face, except thou first bringMichal Bat Sha'ul, when thou comest to
see my face.

14AndDovid sentmalachim to Ish-Boshet Ben Sha'ul, saying, Deliver ishtiMichal, which
I took in erusin to me for a hundred arlot (foreskins) of the Pelishtim (Philistines).

15And Ish-Boshet sent, and took her from her ish, even from Palti'el Ben Layish.
16And her ish went with her going along, weeping behind her to Bachurim. Then said

Avner unto him, Go, return. And he returned.

* 3:7 Ish-Boshet † 3:9 Dovid ‡ 3:13 Dovid
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17And Avner had communication with the Ziknei Yisroel, saying, Ye sought for Dovid in
times past to bemelech over you;

18Now then do it; for HASHEM hath spoken of Dovid, saying, By the yad of Avdi Dovid I
will saveMy people Yisroel out of the yad Pelishtim, and out of the yad of all their oyevim.

19AndAvner also spoke in the oznayimof Binyamin; andAvnerwent also to speak in the
oznayim of Dovid in Chevron all that seemed tov to Yisroel, and to the kol Bais Binyamin.

20 So Avner came to Dovid to Chevron, and esrim anashim with him. And Dovid made
Avner and the anashim that were with him amishteh.

21And Avner said unto Dovid, I will arise and go, and will gather kol Yisroel unto adoni
HaMelech, that theymay cut a Britwith thee, and that thoumayest reign over all that thine
lev desireth. And Dovid sent Avner away; and he went in shalom.

22 And, hinei, the avadim of Dovid and Yoav came from a raid, bringing in shalal rav
(greatplunder)with them; butAvnerwasnotwithDovid inChevron; hehad senthimaway,
he was gone in shalom.

23When Yoav and all the tzava that was with him were come, they told Yoav, saying,
Avner Ben Ner came to HaMelech, and he hath sent him away, and he is gone in shalom.

24ThenYoav came toHaMelech, and said,What hast thou done? Hinei, Avner cameunto
thee; why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone?

25 Thou knowest Avner Ben Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and to have da'as of thy
going out and thy coming in, and to have da'as of all that thou doest.

26 And when Yoav was come out from Dovid, he sent malachim after Avner, which
brought him back from the well of Sirah; but Dovid knew it not.

27Andwhen Avner was returned to Chevron, Yoav took him aside in the sha'ar to speak
with him privately, and struck him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for the dahm of
Asahel his brother.

28And afterwardwhen Dovid heard it, he said, I andmymamlachah are naki (innocent)
before HASHEM ad olam from the dahm of Avner Ben Ner;

29Let it rest on the rosh Yoav, and on kol Bais Aviv; and let there never fail from the Bais
Yoav one that hath a discharge, or that is a metzora (leper), or that leaneth on a pelech
(stick, crutch), or that falleth on the cherev, or that lacketh lechem.

30So Yoav, andAvishai his brother slaughteredAvner, because he had slain their brother
Asahel at Giv'on in themilchamah.

31And Dovid said to Yoav, and to kol HaAm that were with him, Rend your clothes, and
gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before Avner. And Dovid HaMelech himself followed
themittah (bier, frame or bed holding corpse).

32And they buried Avner in Chevron; and HaMelech lifted up his voice and wept at the
kever of Avner; and kol HaAmwept.

33And in a dirge HaMelech lamented over Avner, and said,

Died Avner as a naval (fool) dieth?
34Thy hands were not bound,
nor thy raglayim put into fetters;
as a man falleth before wickedmen, so fellest thou.

And kol HaAmwept again over him.
35 And when kol HaAm came to cause Dovid to eat lechem while it was yet day, Dovid

swore a shevua (oath), saying, So do Elohim to me, and more also, if I taste lechem, or
anything else, till the shemesh go down.

36AndkolHaAmtooknotice of it, and it pleased them;whatsoeverHaMelechdidpleased
kol HaAm.

37For kol HaAmand kol Yisroel had da'as that day that it was not of HaMelech tomurder
Avner Ben Ner.

38AndHaMelech said unto his avadim, Knowyenot that there is sar and gadol fallen this
day in Yisroel?

39 And I am this day weak, though moshuach melech (being anointed king); and these
anashim the Bnei Tzeruyah are too harsh for me; HASHEM shall reward the doer of evil
according to his ra'ah (evil).

4
1And when Ben Sha'ul* heard that Avner was dead in Chevron, his hands fell limp; kol

Yisroel became alarmed.
* 4:1 Ish-Boshet
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2And Ben Sha'ul had two anashim that were sarei gedudim (captains of raiding parties);
the shem of the one was Ba'anah, and the shem of the other Rechav; these were the Bnei
RimmonHaBe'eroti, of the Bnei Binyamin: (for [the town of] Be'erot was reckoned as part
of Binyamin.)

3And the Be'eroti fled to Gittayim, and were sojourners there until this day.
4AndYonatan Ben Sha'ul had a ben thatwas nekheh raglayim (lame in both feet). Hewas

five years old when the news came of Sha'ul and Yonatan from Yizre'el (Jezreel), and his
nurse took him up, and fled; and it came to pass, as shemade haste to flee, that he fell, and
became lame, and shmoMephivoshet.

5 And the Bnei Rimmon HaBe'eroti, Rechav and Ba'anah, went, and came about chom
hayom (the heat of the day) to the bais Ish-Boshet, who lay on a bed at tzahorayim (noon).

6 And they came into the midst of the bais, as though they would have been getting
chittim; and they stabbed him under the fifth rib; and Rechav and Ba'anah achiv (his
brother) escaped.

7For when they had gone into the bais, he lay on his mittah (bed) in his chedar mishkav
(bedroom), and they stabbed him, and killed him, and beheaded him, and took his rosh,
and got away through the derech HaAravah kol halailah.

8 And they brought the rosh Ish-Boshet unto Dovid at Chevron, and said to HaMelech,
Hinei the rosh Ish-Boshet Ben Sha'ul thine oyev (enemy), which sought thy nefesh; and
HASHEMhath givennekamot (vengeance) against Sha'ul unto adoniHaMelech this day, and
of his zera.

9AndDovid answered Rechav and Ba'anah achiv, the Bnei RimmonHaBe'eroti, and said
unto them, As HASHEM liveth, who hath padah (ransomed, redeemed)my nefesh out of kol
tzarah,

10When one told me, saying, Hinei, Sha'ul is dead, thinking he was like mevaser (one
who brings glad tidings, good news, evangelist), I took hold of him, and slaughtered him in
Tziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his besorah (good news);

11How much more, when anashim resha'im have slain an ish tzaddik in his own bais
upon his mishkav (bed)? Shall I not therefore now require his dahm of your yad, and take
you away fromHaAretz?

12 And Dovid commanded his ne'arim (young men), and they slaughtered them, and
cut off their yadayim and their raglayim, and hung them up over the berekhah (pool) in
Chevron. But they took the rosh Ish-Boshet, and buried it in the kever of Avner in Chevron.

5
1Then camekol Shivtei Yisroel to Dovid unto Chevron, and spoke, saying, Hineni, we are

thy etzem and thy basar.
2Also in time past, when Sha'ul wasmelech over us, thouwast he that didst lead out and

brought in Yisroel; and HASHEM said to thee, Thou shalt feed*My people Yisroel, and thou
shalt become Nagid over Yisroel.

3 So all the zekenim of Yisroel came to HaMelech at Chevron; and Dovid HaMelech cut a
Brit with them in Chevron before HASHEM; v'yimshechu (and they anointed)DovidMelech
Yisroel.

4 Dovid was in age shloshim shanah when he began to reign, and he reigned arba'im
shanim.

5 In Chevron he reigned over Yehudah sheva shanim and shishah chodashim; and in
Yerushalayim he reigned shloshim v'shalosh shanah over kol Yisroel and Yehudah.

6AndHaMelech and his anashimwent to Yerushalayim unto the Yevusi, the inhabitants
of the land; which spoke unto Dovid, saying, Thou shalt not come in here; but the ivrim
(blind ones) and the pisechim (lame ones) shall repel thee; thinking, Dovid cannot come in
here.

7 Nevertheless Dovid captured the Metzudat Tziyon (Fortress of Zion); the same is Ir
Dovid (City of Dovid).

8AndDovid said on that day, Anyone that striketh the Yevusiwill have to reach thewater
shaft, the pisechimand the ivrimwhom thenefeshDovidhates; thus the saying…The ivver
and the piseach are here, he will not enter the bais.

9 So Dovid dwelt in the Metzudah, and called it Ir Dovid. And Dovid built [Ir Dovid] all
around fromMillo and inward.

10And Dovid went on, and grew gadol, and HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os was with him.

* 5:2 like a shepherd
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11And ChiramMelech Tzor sent malachim to Dovid, and cedar trees, and charashim of
etz (carpenters) and charashimof even (stonemasons) kir (wall, i.e.,masons ofwall stones);
and they built Dovid a Bais (Palace).

12AndDovid hadda'as thatHASHEMhad establishedhimMelech Yisroel, and that he had
exalted his mamlachah for the sake of His people Yisroel.

13 And Dovid took him more pilagshim and nashim out of Yerushalayim after he was
come from Chevron; and there weremore banim and banot born to Dovid.

14And these are the shmot of those thatwerebornuntohim inYerushalayim: Shammua,
and Shovav, and Natan, and Sh'lomo,

15Yivchar also, and Elishua, and Nepheg, and Yaphia,
16And Elishama, and Elyada, and Eliphelet.
17But when the Pelishtim heard that they had mashechu (anointed) Dovid Melech over

Yisroel, all the Pelishtim came up to seek Dovid; but Dovid heard of it, and went down to
themetzudah (stronghold).

18The Pelishtim also came and spread themselves in the Emek Repha'im.
19And Dovid inquired of HASHEM, saying, Shall I go up against the Pelishtim? Wilt Thou

deliver them into mine yad? And HASHEM said unto Dovid, Go up; for I will doubtless
deliver the Pelishtim into thine yad.

20So Dovid came to Ba'al-Peratzim, andDovid struck them there, and said, HASHEMhath
paratz (brokenout)uponmine enemies beforeme, as of peretzmayim. Thereforehe called
the shem of that place Ba'al-Peratzim.

21And there they left their atzabim, and Dovid and his anashim burned them.
22And thePelishtimcameupyetagain, andspread themselvesout in theEmekRepha'im.
23Andwhen Dovid inquired of HASHEM, He said, Thou shalt not go up; but circle around

behind them, and come upon them opposite themulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry

trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself; for then shall HASHEM go out before thee, to strike
themachaneh of the Pelishtim.

25 And Dovid did so, as HASHEM had commanded him; and struck the Pelishtim from
Geva until thou come to Gezer.

6
1Again, Dovid gathered together kol bachur b'Yisroel, shloshim elef.
2And Dovid arose, and went with kol HaAm that were with him from Ba'ale-Yehudah,

to bring up from there the Aron HaElohimwhich is called by the Shem; the ShemHASHEM
Tzva'os that is enthroned on the keruvim is upon it.

3 And they set the Aron HaElohim upon an agalah chadashah (new wagon, cart), and
brought it out of the bais of Avinadav that was in Giv'ah; and Uzza and Achyo, the Bnei
Avinadav, guided the agalah chadashah.

4 And they brought it out of the bais Avinadav which was at Giv'ah, with the Aron
HaElohim; and Achyo walked before the Aron.

5And Dovid and all Bais Yisroel rejoiced before HASHEM on all manner of instruments
made of cypress, even on kinnorot, on nevalim (lyres), on tambourines, on castanets, and
on cymbals.

6And when they came to goren Nakhon, Uzza reached forth to the Aron HaElohim, and
took hold of it; for the ox tilted it.

7And the Af HASHEM was kindled against Uzzah; and HaElohim struck him down there
for the shal (error); and there he died by the Aron HaElohim.

8AndDovid burnedwith anger, becauseHASHEMhadmade a peretz (outburst), breaking
out upon Uzzah; and he called the shem of themakom (place) Peretz-Uzzah, which is what
it is called to this day.

9AndDovidwas afraid of HASHEM that day, and said, How can the AronHASHEM come to
me?

10 So Dovid would not move the Aron HASHEM unto him in Ir Dovid; but Dovid carried it
aside into the bais Oved-Edom the Gitti.

11 And the Aron HASHEM remained in the bais Oved-Edom the Gitti three months; and
HASHEM blessed Oved-Edom, and all his bais.

12 And it was told Dovid HaMelech, saying, HASHEM hath blessed the bais Oved-Edom,
and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the Aron HaElohim. So Dovid went and
brought up the Aron HaElohim from the bais Oved-Edom into Ir Dovid with simchah.

13And it was so, that when they that nosei Aron HASHEM(carried the Aron HaShem) had
gone six steps, he sacrificed ox and fattened calf.
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14And Dovid danced before HASHEM with kol oz; and Dovid was girded with an ephod
bad (linen ephod).

15 So Dovid and kol Bais Yisroel brought up the Aron HASHEM with ter'uah (shout) and
with the sound of the shofar.

16Andas theAronHASHEMcame into IrDovid,MichalBat Sha'ul looked througha chalon
(window), and sawDovidHaMelech leaping anddancingbeforeHASHEM; and shedespised
him in her lev.

17 And they brought in the Aron HASHEM, and set it in its makom, inside the ohel that
Dovid had pitched for it; and Dovid offered olot (burnt offerings) and shelamim (peace
offerings) before HASHEM.

18 And as soon as Dovid had made an end of offering the olah (burnt offering) and the
shelamim (peace offering), he made brocha on HaAm b'ShemHASHEM Tzva'os.

19And he apportioned among kol HaAm, even among kol hamon Yisroel, to isha as well
as ish, to every one challat, lechem, a portion of meat, and a raisin cake. So kol HaAm
departed, each to his bais.

20 Then Dovid returned to make brocha on his bais. And Michal Bat Sha'ul came out
to meet Dovid, and said, How distinquished was the Melech Yisroel today, who disrobed
today in the eyes of the amehot (handmaids) of his avadim, as one of the rekim (vain, empty
fellows, indecent boors) shamelessly uncovereth himself!

21AndDovid saiduntoMichal, Itwas beforeHASHEM,which choseme rather than thy av,
and rather than all his bais, to appointmeNagid over AmHASHEM, over Yisroel: therefore
will I rejoice before HASHEM.

22 And I will yet be more undignified than this, and will be shafal (lowly) in mine own
eyes; and of the amahot (maidservants)which thou hast spoken of, of them shall I be held
in honor.

23Therefore Michal Bat Sha'ul had no yeled unto her yommot.

7
1 And it came to pass, when HaMelech sat in his Bais, and HASHEM had given him rest

round about from all his oyevim;
2ThatHaMelech saiduntoNatanHaNavi, Seenow, I dwell in aBais of cedar, but theAron

HaElohim dwelleth within the curtain.
3And Natan said to HaMelech, Go, do all that is in thine lev; for HASHEM is with thee.
4And it came to pass that lailah, that the Devar HASHEM came unto Natan, saying,
5Go and tell Avdi Dovid, Thus saith HASHEM, Shalt thou build Me a Bais for Me to dwell

in?
6Whereas I have not dwelt in any Bais since the time that I brought up the Bnei Yisroel

out of Mitzrayim, even to this day, but have walked in an Ohel and in aMishkan.
7 In all the placeswherein I havewalkedwith kol Bnei Yisroel spoke I awordwith any of

the Shivtei Yisroel, whom I commanded, to shepherdMypeople Yisroel, saying,Whybuild
ye not Me a Bais of cedar?

8Nowtherefore so shalt thou sayuntoAvdiDovid, Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os, I took thee
from the sheepfold, from following the tzon, to be Nagid over My people, over Yisroel:

9And I was with thee whithersoever thou didst go, and have cut off all thine oyevim out
of thy sight, and have made thee a shem gadol, like unto the shem of the Gedolim that are
on ha'aretz.

10Moreover I will appoint makom (place, home) for My people Yisroel, and will plant
them, that theymay dwell in a place of their own, and be disturbed nomore; neither shall
the bnei avlah (children of wickedness) afflict them anymore, as in former times,

11Even since the time that I commandedShofetim tobeoverMypeopleYisroel, andhave
caused thee to rest fromall thine oyevim. AlsoHASHEMdeclareth to thee that Hewillmake
thee a Bais.

12Andwhen thy yamimbe fulfilled, and thou shalt sleepwith thy Avot, I will raise up thy
Zera after thee, which shall proceed out of thy loins, and I will establish his Mamlachah
(Kingdom).

13 He shall build a Bais for My Shem, and I will establish the kisse (throne) of his
Mamlachah ad olam.

14 I will be his Av, and he shall beMy Ben.* If he commit iniquity, I will chasten himwith
the shevet anashim, and with the floggings of bnei adam;

15 But My chesed shall not be taken away from him, as I took it from Sha'ul, whom I
removed from before thee.
* 7:14HaElohim
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16And thine Bais and thyMamlachah shall be established ad olam before thee; thy kisse
(throne) shall be established ad olam (forever).†

17According to all these devarim, and according to all this chizzayon (revelation), so did
Natan speak unto Dovid.

18Thenwent HaMelech Dovid in, and sat before HASHEM, and he said,Who am I, Adonoi
HASHEM? Andwhat is my Bais, that Thou hast brought me this far?

19And as if this were a small thing in Thy sight, Adonoi HASHEM, Thou hast spoken also
the future of Bais Avdecha. And is this fitting for haAdam,‡ Adonoi HASHEM?

20 And what can Dovid say more unto Thee? For Thou, Adonoi HASHEM, knowest
Avdecha.

21 For the sake of Thy word, and according to Thine own lev, hast Thou done all this
gedullah (great thing), andmade it known to Avdecha.

22Wherefore Thou art great, AdonoiHASHEM; for there is none like Thee, neither is there
any Elohim but Thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

23 And what Goy echad in ha'aretz is like Thy people, even like Yisroel, whom Elohim
went to redeem for an Am for Himself, and to make Him a Shem, and to do for Thee
hagedullah (the great thing) and nora'ot, for Thy land, before Thy people, which Thou
redeemedst to Thee, fromMitzrayim, from the Goyim and their g-ds?

24For Thou hast confirmed to Thyself Thy people Yisroel to be anAmunto Thee ad olam;
and Thou, HASHEM, art become their Elohim.

25And now, HASHEM Elohim, the davar (word, promise) that Thou hast spoken concern-
ing Avdecha, and concerning his Bais, establish it ad olam, and do just as Thou hast said.

26And let Thy Shembemagnified ad olam, saying, HASHEMTzivos is Elohimover Yisroel;
and let the Bais of Avdecha Dovid be established before Thee.

27For Thou, HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, hast revealed to ozen Avdecha, saying, I will
build thee a Bais; therefore hath Avdecha found in his lev to pray this tefillah unto Thee.

28And now, Adonoi HASHEM Atah hu HaElohim, and Thy devarim are emes, and Thou
hast promised hatovah hazot unto Avdecha;

29Therefore now let it please Thee to bless the Bais Avdecha, that it may continue l'olam
before Thee; for Thou, Adonoi HASHEM, hast spoken it; and with Thy brocha let the Bais
Avdecha be blessed l'olam.

8
1And after this it came to pass that Dovid struck the Pelishtim, and subdued them; and

Dovid tookMeteg Ammah out of the yad (hand, control) of the Pelishtim.
2And he struckMoav, andmeasured themwith a chevel (cord, rope), casting themdown

to the ground; evenwith two chavalim (ropes, cords)measuredhe to put to death, andwith
one full chevel (cord) to keep alive. And soMoav became to Dovid as avadim, and brought
minchah (gifts, tribute).

3Dovid struck also Hadadezer Ben RechovMelech Tzovah, as hewent to recover his yad
(rule) at the nahar (river) Euphrates.

4 And Dovid captured from him an elef and seven hundred parashim, and twenty elef
foot soldiers; and Dovid hamstrung all the chariot horses, but reserved of them for one
hundred chariots.

5 And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer Melech Tzovah, Dovid
struck down the Syrians two and twenty elef ish.

6 Then Dovid put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became avadim to
Dovid, and brought minchah.
And HASHEM saved Dovid wherever he went.
7AndDovid took the shields of zahav thatwereon theavadimofHadadezer, andbrought

them to Yerushalayim.
8 And from Betach,* and from Berotai,† cities of Hadadezer, Dovid HaMelech took

exceedingmuch nechoshet.
9When To'i Melech Chamat heard that Dovid had defeated all the army of Hadadezer,
10Then To'i sent Yoram bno unto Dovid HaMelech, to give him shalom greetings, and to

put a berachah on him, because he had fought against Hadadezer, and defeated him; for
Hadadezer had been at war with To'u. And Yoram brought with him vessels of kesef, and
vessels of zahav, and vessels of nechoshet;

11Which also Dovid HaMelech did dedicate as kodesh unto HASHEM, with the kesef and
zahav that he had dedicated as kodesh of kol HaGoyimwhich he subdued;

† 7:16 See Ps 89:36-39 ‡ 7:19 such as me * 8:8 Tivchat, 1Chr 18:8 † 8:8 Kun, 1Chr 18:8
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12Of Syria, and of Moav, and of the Bnei Ammon, and of the Pelishtim, and of Amalek,
and of the plunder of Hadadezer Ben RechovMelech Tzovah.

13And Dovid made himself a shem when he returned from striking down Aram in the
GeyMelach, being eighteen elef men.

14And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom put he garrisons, and all they of
Edom became avadim to Dovid. And HASHEM saved Dovid wherever he went.

15And Dovid reigned over kol Yisroel; and Dovid executed mishpat and tzedakah unto
all his people.

16AndYoavBenTzeruyahwas over the army; andYehoshaphat BenAchiludwasmazkir
(secretary, recorder).

17And Tzadok Ben Achituv, and Achimelech Ben Evyatar (Abiathar), were the kohanim;
and Serayah was the sofer (scribe);

18And Benayah Ben Yehoyada was over both the Kereti and the Peleti; and Benei Dovid
were kohanim.‡

9
1AndDovid said, Is there yet any that is left of theBais Sha'ul, that Imay showhimchesed

for the sake of Yonatan?
2And therewasof theBais Sha'ul anevedandshmowasTziva. Andwhen theyhadcalled

him unto Dovid, HaMelech said unto him, Art thou Tziva? And he replied, Thy eved.
3And HaMelech said, Is there not yet any of the Bais Sha'ul, that I may show the chesed

Elohimunto him? AndTziva said untoHaMelech, Yonatanhath yet a ben,which is nakheh
(crippled, lame) raglayim (both feet).

4And HaMelech said unto him, Eifoh hu (where is he)? And Tziva said unto HaMelech,
Hinei, he is in the Bais Machir Ben Ammi'el, in Lo-Devar.

5Then HaMelech Dovid sent, and had him brought out of the Bais Machir Ben Ammi'el,
from Lo-Devar.

6Now when Mephivoshet Ben Yonatan Ben Sha'ul, was come unto Dovid, he fell on his
face, and prostated himself. And Dovid said, Mephivoshet. And he answered, Hinei, thy
eved!

7AndDovid saiduntohim, Fearnot; for Iwill surely showtheechesed for sakeofYonatan
Avicha, and will restore thee kol sadeh Sha'ul Avicha; and thou shalt eat lechem at my
shulchan tamid.

8 And he prostated himself, and said, What is thy eved, that thou shouldest look upon
such a kelev hamet (dead dog) as I am?

9 Then HaMelech called to Tziva na'ar Sha'ul, and said unto him, I have given unto thy
adonʼs ben all that pertained to Sha'ul and to all his Bais.

10Thou therefore, and thybanim, and thyavadim, shall till theadamah forhim, and thou
shalt bring in the fruits, that thy adonʼs ben may have lechem to eat; but Mephivoshet the
ben adoneicha shall eat lechem tamid at my shulchan. Now Tziva had fifteen banim and
twenty avadim.

11 Then said Tziva unto HaMelech, According to all that adoni HaMelech hath com-
manded his eved, so shall thy eved do. As for Mephivoshet, said HaMelech, he shall eat
at my shulchan, as one of the Bnei HaMelech.

12 And Mephivoshet had a ben katan, shmo Micha. And kol moshav Bais Tziva were
avadim untoMephivoshet.

13 So Mephivoshet dwelt in Yerushalayim; for he did eat continually at the shulchan
HaMelech; and was pisei'ach (crippled) in both his raglayim.

10
1And it came to pass after this, that Melech Bnei Ammon died, and Chanun bno reigned

in his place.
2 Then said Dovid, I will show chesed unto Chanun Ben Nachash, as aviv (his father)

showed chesed unto me. And Dovid sent to console him by the yad of his avadim for aviv.
And avadim of Dovid came into Eretz Bnei Ammon.

3 And the sarim (princes) of the Bnei Ammon said unto Chanun their adon, Thinkest
thou thatDoviddothhonor avicha, that hehath sentmenachamim (comforters)unto thee?
Hath not Dovid rather sent his avadim unto thee, to explore the Ir, and to spy it out, and to
overthrow it?

‡ 8:18 See Ps 110:4
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4 Therefore, Chanun took the avadim of Dovid, and shaved off half of their zekanim
(beards), and cut off their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them
away.

5When they told it unto Dovid, he sent to meet them, because the anashimwere greatly
humiliated; and HaMelech said, Tarry at Yericho until your zekanim be grown, and then
return.

6 And when the Bnei Ammon saw that they became stench before Dovid, the Bnei
Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of Beit-Rechov and the Syrians of Tzova, twenty elef
foot soldiers, and of MelechMa'akhah an elef ish, and of Ish-Tov, twelve elef ish.

7AndwhenDovidheardof it, he sent Yoav, andall the tzava (host, army)of theGibborim.
8 And the Bnei Ammon came out, arrayed for milchamah at the petach hasha'ar (city

gate); and the Syrians of Tzova, and of Rechov, and Ish-Tov, and Ma'akhah, were by
themselves in the sadeh.

9When Yoav saw that the front of the milchamah (battle) was against him before and
behind, he chose of all the choicemenof Yisroel, andput them in array against the Syrians;

10And the rest of the people he delivered under the yad (command) of Avishai achiv (his
brother), that hemight put them in array against the Bnei Ammon.

11And he said, If the Syrians be too strong forme, then thou shalt be forme for yeshu'ah
(salvation, rescue); but if the Bnei Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will come for you
for yeshu'ah (salvation, rescue).

12Chazak (be strong)! And let us play theman for amenu (our people), and for the towns
of Eloheinu; and HASHEM do that which seemeth Him hatov in His einayim.

13And Yoav drew near, and HaAm that were with him, unto the milchamah against the
Syrians; and they fled before him.

14And when the Bnei Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, then fled they also before
Avishai, and entered into the Ir. So Yoav returned from the Bnei Ammon, and came to
Yerushalayim.

15 And when the Syrians saw that they were defeated before Yisroel, they gathered
themselves together.

16 And Hadadezer sent, and brought out the Syrians that were beyond the Nahar; and
they came to Chelam; and Shovakh the Sar Tzeva (commander of the army) of Hadadezer
went before them.

17Andwhen itwas toldDovid, he gathered kol Yisroel together, and crossed over Yarden,
and came to Chelam. And the Syrians set themselves in array against Dovid, and fought
against him.

18And the Syrians fled before Yisroel; and Dovid slaughtered themen of seven hundred
chariots of the Syrians, and forty elef parashim, and struck down Shovakh the Sar of his
Tzeva (army), who died there.

19 And when all the melachim that were avadim (vassals) to Hadadezer saw that they
were defeated before Yisroel, they made shalom with Yisroel, and served them. So the
Syrians feared to help the Bnei Ammon anymore.

11
1 And it came to pass, at the teshuvah (turning) of the shanah (year), at the time when

melachimgo forth [towar], thatDovid sent Yoav, andhis avadimwithhim, andkol Yisroel;
and they destroyed the Bnei Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But Dovid tarried still at
Yerushalayim.

2And it came to pass at haerev, that Dovid arose from off his mishkav (bed), and walked
upon the gag of the Bais HaMelech; and from the gag (roof) he saw an isha bathing; and
the isha was very good to look upon.

3 And Dovid sent and inquired after the isha. And one said, Is not this Bat-Sheva Bat
Eli'am, eshet Uriyah the Chitti?

4And Dovid sent malachim, and he got her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with
her; for she had been purifying herself from her* tumah (uncleanness); and she returned
unto her bais.

5 And the isha conceived, and sent and told Dovid, and said, Harah anochi (I am with
child, I am pregnant).

6 And Dovid sent to Yoav, saying, Send me Uriyah the Chitti. And Yoav sent Uriyah to
Dovid.

* 11:4menstruous
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7Andwhen Uriyah was come unto him, Dovid asked of him regarding the shalom Yoav,
and the shalomHaAm, and the shalom hamilchamah.

8AndDovid said to Uriyah, Go down to thy bais, andwash thy feet. AndUriyah departed
out of the Bais HaMelech and there followed after him a masat HaMelech (a present, gift,
of the king, i.e. a royal feast).

9But Uriyah slept at the petach Beis HaMelech (entrance of the Kingʼs Palace)with all the
avadim of his adon, and went not down to his bais.

10Andwhen they had toldDovid, saying, Uriyahwent not downunto his bais, Dovid said
untoUriyah, Camest thounot from thy derech (journey)? Why thendidst thounot go down
unto thine bais?

11AndUriyah said untoDovid, TheAron, and Yisroel, and Yehudah, abide in sukkot; and
adoni Yoav, and the avadim of adoni are encamped in the open field; shall I then go into
mine bais, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my isha? As thou livest, and as thy nefesh
liveth, I will not do this thing.†

12And Dovid said to Uriyah, Tarry here today also, and makhar (tomorrow) I will send
thee back. So Uriyah abode in Yerushalayim that day, and the next.

13And when Dovid had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him
shikker; and at erev he went out to lie on his mishkav with the avadim of his adon, but
went not down to his bais.

14And it came to pass in the boker, that Dovidwrote a sefer to Yoav, and sent it by the yad
of Uriyah.

15 And he wrote in the sefer, saying, Set ye Uriyah on the frontlines of the milchamah
hachazakah (strongest battle), and withdraw from in back of him, that he may be struck
down, and die.

16And it came to pass, when Yoavwas shomerwith a siege on the Ir,‡ he assigned Uriyah
unto themakomwhere he knew that anshei chayil (valiantmen)§ were.

17And the Anshei HaIr came out, and fought with Yoav; and there fell some of HaAm of
the Avdei Dovid; and Uriyah the Chitti died also.

18Then Yoav sent and told Dovid all the things concerning themilchamah;
19 And charged the malach, saying, When thou hast made an end of reporting all the

matters of themilchamah unto HaMelech,
20 And if so be that the chamat HaMelech (wrath of the King) flare up, and he say unto

thee, why approached ye so near unto the Ir when ye did fight? Knew ye not that they
would shoot from the chomah (wall)?

21 Who struck Avimelech Ben Yerubeshet? Did not an isha throw down on him a
millstone from the chomah, that he died in Tevetz? Why went ye near the chomah? Then
say thou, Thy eved Uriyah the Chitti is dead also.

22 So themalach went, and came and told Dovid all that Yoav had sent him for.
23And the malach said unto Dovid, Surely the anashim prevailed against us, and came

out unto us into the sadeh, and wewere upon them even unto the petach hasha'ar.
24And the archers shot from off the chomah upon thy avadim; and some of the avadim

of HaMelech are dead, and thy eved Uriyah the Chitti is dead also.
25 Then Dovid said unto the malach, Thus shalt thou say unto Yoav, Let not this

thing be evil in thy sight, for the cherev devoureth one as well as another; make thy
milchamahmore chazak (strong) against the Ir, and overthrow it; and give him* a chazak
encouragement.

26And when the eshet Uriyah heard that Uriyah her ish was dead, she mourned for her
ba'al (husband).

27And when the evel (mourning) was past, Dovid sent and brought her to his bais, and
she became his isha, and bore him ben. But the thing that Dovid had done was evil in the
sight of HASHEM.

12
1And HASHEM sent Natan unto Dovid. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There

were two anashim in one town; the one an oisher, and the other poor.
2The oisher had exceedingmany tzon and bakar;
3But the poor man had nothing, except one kivsah ketanah (little ewe* lamb), which he

had acquired and nourished; and she grew up together with him,† and with his banim; it

† 11:11 i.e., I will not break the soldierʼs discipline of purity, Ex 19:14-15; Dt 23:9-14; 1Sm 21:5 ‡ 11:16 Rabbah
§ 11:16 of Rabbah * 11:25 Yoav * 12:3 female † 12:3 the poor man
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did eat of his own bread, and drank of his own kos (cup), and slept in his kheyk (bosom),
and was unto him as a bat.

4And there came a helech (traveler) unto the oisher, and he refused to take of his own
tzon and of his own bakar, to prepare for the ore'ach (wayfaringman, traveller, guest) that
was come unto him; but took the poor manʼs kivsah (ewe lamb), and prepared her for the
ish that was come to him.

5And af Dovid (Dovidʼs anger)was greatly kindled against the ish; and he said to Natan,
As HASHEM liveth, the ish that hath done this thing is ben mavet (a son of death, worthy of
death);

6And he shall restore the kivsah fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had
no khamal (pity).

7 And Natan said to Dovid, Atah haIsh (thou art the Man). Thus saith HASHEM Elohei
Yisroel: Meshachticha (I anointed thee) Melech over Yisroel, and I delivered thee out of
the yad Sha'ul;

8 And I gave thee the bais adoneicha, and the nashim of adoneicha into thy kheyk
(bosom), and gave thee Bais Yisroel and Yehudah; and if that had been too little, I would
moreover have given unto thee such as this and such as that.

9Why hast thou despised the Davar HASHEM, to do the rah in His eyes? Thou hast killed
Uriyah the Chitti with the cherev, and hast taken his isha to be thy isha, and hast slain him
with the cherev of the Bnei Ammon.

10Now therefore the cherev shall not depart from thine Bais ad olam; because thou hast
despisedMe, hast taken the isha Uriyah the Chitti as thy isha.

11 Thus saith HASHEM, Hineni, I will raise up ra'ah (adversity) against thee out of thine
own Bais, and I will take thy nashim before thine eyes, and give themunto thy re'a, and he
shall lie with thy nashim in the sight of this shemesh.

12For thoudidst it baseter (secretly); but Iwill do this thing before kol Yisroel, and before
the shemesh.

13AndDovid saiduntoNatan, I have sinnedagainstHASHEM. AndNatan saiduntoDovid,
HASHEM also hath put away thy chattat; thou shalt not die.

14Howbeit, because by this deed thouhast given great occasion to the oyevimofHASHEM
toni'etz (deride, ridicule, revile, blaspheme), also haben (the son) that is bornunto thee shall
surely die.

15 And Natan departed unto his bais. And HASHEM struck the yeled that Uriyahʼs isha
bore unto Dovid, and it was very ill.

16Dovid therefore pleadedwithHaElohim for the na'ar; andDovid did a tzom, andwent
in, and lay all night upon ha'aretz.

17And the zekenim of his Bais arose, andwent to him, to raise him up from ha'aretz; but
he would not, neither did he eat lechemwith them.

18And it came to pass on the yomhashevi'i, that the yeled died. And the avadim of Dovid
feared to tell him that the yeledwas dead; for they said, Hinei, while the yeledwas yet chai
(alive), we spoke unto him, andhewould not pay heed unto koleinu (our voice); so ifwe tell
him that the yeled is dead, will he then do something horrendous?

19ButwhenDovidsawthathisavadimweremitlachashim (whisperers), Dovidperceived
that the yeledwas dead; therefore Dovid said unto his avadim, Is the yeled dead? And they
said, Met (dead, he is dead).

20 Then Dovid arose from ha'aretz, and bathed,‡ and put on lotion, and changed his
apparel, and came into the Bais HASHEM, and worshiped; then he came to his own Bais;
and when he requested, they set lechem before him, and he did eat.

21 Then said his avadim unto him, What davar is this that thou hast done? Thou didst
undergo a tzom and weep for the sake of the yeled, while it was alive; but when the yeled
was dead, thou didst rise and eat lechem.

22 And he said, While the yeled was yet chai, I underwent a tzom and wept; for I said,
Who can tell whether HASHEMwill be gracious to me, that the yeledmay live?

23But now he ismet (dead), why should I undergo a tzom? Can I bring him back again? I
shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.

24AndDovid§ comforted Bat-Sheva his isha, andwent in unto her, and laywith her; and
she bore ben, and he called shmo Sh'lomo; and HASHEM loved him.

25 And He sent by the yad Natan HaNavi; and he called shmo Yedidyah (Beloved of
HASHEM), for the sake of HASHEM.

‡ 12:20 See 2Sm 11:2 § 12:24 Davidmeans Beloved
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26AndYoav fought against Rabbahof theBnei Ammon, and captured ir hameluchah (the
royal city).

27And Yoav sent malachim to Dovid, and said, I have fought against Rabbah, and have
taken the Ir HaMayim.

28Now therefore gather the rest of HaAm (the army) together, and encamp against the Ir,
and capture it; lest I take the Ir, and it be called after my shem.

29AndDovid gathered kol haAm together, andwent toRabbah, and fought against it, and
captured it.

30And he took theirmelechʼs ateret from off his rosh, theweight whereof was a talent of
zahav with the precious stones; and it was set on Dovidʼs rosh. And he brought forth the
plunder of the ir (city) in great abundance.

31And he brought forth ha'am that were therein, and put them under saws, and under
threshing tools of barzel, and under axes of barzel, and made them go through the
brickkilns; and thus did he unto all the towns of the Bnei Ammon. So Dovid and kol haAm
returned unto Yerushalayim.

13
1And it came to pass after this, that Avshalom Ben Dovid had an achot yafeh (beautiful

sister), whose shemwas Tamar; and Amnon Ben Dovid loved her.
2And Amnon was so distressed, that he fell ill for his achot Tamar; for she was betulah;

but Amnon thought it impossible for him to do anything to her.
3But Amnon had a re'a, shmo Yonadav Ben Shime'ah Achi Dovid; and Yonadav was an

ish chacham (shrewdman).
4 And he said unto him, Why art thou, being Ben HaMelech, becoming dal (weak,

wretched) from day to day? Wilt thou not tell me? And Amnon said unto him, Ani ohev
(I love) Tamar achot Avshalom achi.

5And Yehonadav said unto him, Lay thee down on thy mishkav, and make thyself sick;
and when avicha cometh to see thee, say unto him, now, let my achot Tamar come, and
causeme to eat lechem, and prepare the briyah (food) inmy sight, that Imay see it, and eat
it from her yad.

6So Amnon lay down, andmade himself sick; andwhenHaMelechwas come to see him,
Amnon said unto HaMelech, Now, let Tamar my achot come, and make me a couple of
[heart-shaped] cakes inmy sight, that I may eat from her yad.

7 Then Dovid sent to Tamar to the palace, saying, Go now to the bais of thy brother
Amnon, and prepare for him briyah (food).

8 So Tamar went to the bais of her brother Amnon; and he was lying down. And she
took batzek (dough), and kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, and did bake the [heart-
shaped] cakes.

9And she took a masret (pan), and poured them out before him; but he refused to eat.
And Amnon said, Have kol ish go out fromme. And they went out kol ish from him.

10AndAmnon said unto Tamar, Bring the briyah into the cheder ([bed] room), that Imay
eat from thine yad. AndTamar took the [heart-shaped] cakeswhich shehadprepared, and
brought them into the bedroom to Amnon her brother.

11And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto
her, Come lie withme, my achot.

12And she answered him, No, achi, do not violateme; for no such thing ought to be done
in Yisroel; do not thou this nevalah (foul deed, shameful thing).

13 And I, to where shall I cause my cherpah (shame, disgrace) to go? And as for thee,
thou shalt be as one of the nevalim (wicked fools) in Yisroel. Now therefore, speak unto
HaMelech; for he will not withholdme from thee.

14Howbeit he would not pay heed unto her voice; but, being stronger than she, violated
her and raped her, and lay with her.

15ThenAmnonhatedher exceedingly; so that the sinah (hatred)wherewithhehatedher
was gedolah me'od than the ahavah wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto
her, Get up, get out.

16And she said unto him, No, do not this ra'ah in sendingme awaywhich is gedolah than
the other that thou didst untome. But he would not pay heed unto her.

17Then he called his na'ar thatministered unto him, and said, Put now this outside from
me, and bolt the delet after her.

18She had a kesones of various colors upon her; for with suchwere the banot HaMelech
thatwere betulot apparelled. Then hismesharet (servant) brought her outside, and bolted
the delet after her.
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19And Tamar put efer (ash) on her rosh (head) andmade the kri'ah (tearing, rending) on
her kesones of various colors that was on her, and laid her yad on her rosh, and went on
weeping as she went.

20 And Avshalom her brother said unto her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee?
But hold now thy peace, my achot; he is thy brother; this thing take not to heart. So Tamar
remained shomemah (desolate) in the bais of her brother Avshalom.

21But when Dovid HaMelech heard of all these things, he was very angry.
22 And Avshalom spoke unto his brother Amnon not a davar neither rah nor tov; for

Avshalom hated Amnon, because he had violated and raped his achot Tamar.
23And it came to pass after two full shanim, that Avshalomhad gozezim (sheepshearers)

in Ba'al-Chatzor, which is in Ephrayim; and Avshalom invited all the Bnei HaMelech.
24 And Avshalom came to HaMelech, and said, Hinei now, thy eved hath gozezim; let

HaMelech, now, and his avadim go with thy eved.
25And HaMelech said to Avshalom, No, beni (my son), let us not all now go, lest we be a

burden unto thee. And he urged him; howbeit he would not go, but put a bracha on him.
26Then said Avshalom, If not, now, let achi Amnon go with us. And HaMelech said unto

him,Why should he go with thee?
27But Avshalom urged him, that he let Amnon and kol Bnei HaMelech go with him.
28Now Avshalom had commanded his avadim, saying, Mark ye nowwhen Amnonʼs lev

is high with yayin, and when I say unto you, Strike Amnon; then kill him, fear not; have
not I commanded you? Be chazak (courageous), and be bnei chayil.

29And the na'arei Avshalomdid untoAmnonasAvshalomhad commanded. Then all the
Bnei HaMelech arose, and everymanmounted him up upon his pered (mule), and fled.

30And it came to pass, while theywere baderech (on theway), that report came to Dovid,
saying, Avshalom hath slain all the Bnei HaMelech, and there is not one of them left.

31ThenHaMelech arose, andmade the kri'ah on his garments, and lay on the earth; and
all his avadim stood by with their clothes torn.

32AndYonadavBen Shime'ah achi Dovid, answered and said, Let not adoni suppose that
they have slain all the young men, the Bnei HaMelech; for Amnon only is dead; for by the
command of Avshalom this hath been determined from the day that he violated and raped
Tamar his achot.

33Nowtherefore let not adoniHaMelech take the thing tohis lev, to think that all theBnei
HaMelech are dead; for Amnon only is dead.

34But Avshalom fled.
And the na'ar tzofeh (watchman) lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, hinei, there came

am rav (much people) by the derech of the hillside behind him.
35 And Yonadav said unto HaMelech, Hinei, the Bnei HaMelech come; as the davar

avdecha (word of thy servant), so it is.
36 And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of speaking, that, hinei, the

Bnei HaMelech came, and lifted up their voice and wailed; and HaMelech also and all his
avadimwept gadol me'od.

37 But Avshalom fled, and went to Talmai Ben Ammihud Melech Geshur. And Dovid
mourned for bno kol hayamim.

38 So Avshalom fled, and went to Geshur, and was there shalosh shanim.
39 And the nefesh of Dovid HaMelech longed to go forth unto Avshalom; for he was

consoled concerning Amnon that died.

14
1Now Yoav Ben Tzeruyah perceived that the lev HaMelech was toward Avshalom.
2 And Yoav sent to Tekoa, and brought from there an isha chachamah, and said unto

her, now, feign thyself to be amourner, and put on nowmourning apparel, and anoint not
thyself with shemen, but be as an isha that had a long timemourned for the dead;

3And come to HaMelech, and speak on this manner unto him. So Yoav put the devarim
in her peh (mouth).

4Andwhen the isha of Tekoa spoke to HaMelech, she fell on her face to the ground, and
prostrated herself, and said, Hoshi'ah (help), O Melech.

5 And HaMelech said unto her, What troubleth thee? She answered, I am indeed an
almanah, andmine ish is dead.

6And thy shifchah had two banim, and they two fought together in the sadeh, and there
was none to separate them, but the one struck the other, and killed him.

7And, hinei, kol hamishpakhah is risenagainst thine shifchah (handmaid), and they said,
Deliver him that struck his brother, that we may kill him, for the nefesh of his brother
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whom he killed; and we will destroy the yoresh (heir) also; and so they shall quench my
burning coal remaining, and shall not leave to my ish shem nor she'erit upon ha'adamah.

8And HaMelech said to the isha, Go to thine bais; I will give charge concerning thee.
9And the isha of Tekoa said unto HaMelech, Adoni, O Melech, the avon (guilt) be onme,

and onmy bais avi; and HaMelech and his kisse be guiltless.
10And HaMelech said, Whoever saith anything unto thee, bring him to me, and he shall

not touch thee anymore.
11 Then said she, Now, let HaMelech remember HASHEM Eloheicha, that thou wouldest

not suffer the Go'el HaDahm to destroy any more, lest they destroy beni (my son). And he
said, As HASHEM liveth, there shall not one hair of thy ben fall to the ground.

12 Then the isha said, Let thine shifchah, now, speak one word unto adoni Ha-Melech.
And he said, Say on.

13 And the isha said, why then hast thou thought such a thing against the Am Elohim?
ForHaMelech doth speak this thing as onewhich is guilty, in that HaMelech doth not bring
back home again his banished.

14 For we must needs die, are as mayim spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered
up again; yet Elohim doth not take away nefesh; but devises means, so that His banished
be not expelled fromHim.

15 Now therefore that I am come to speak of this thing unto adoni HaMelech, it is
because the people havemademe afraid; and thy shifchah thought, I will now speak unto
HaMelech; it may be that HaMelech will perform the request of his amah (servant).

16 For HaMelech will hear, to deliver his amah (servant) out of the palm of the ish that
would destroyme and beni (my son) together out of the nachalat Elohim.

17Then thine shifchah said, The devar adoni HaMelech shall now be asmenuchah (rest,
comfort); for as a malach HaElohim, so is adoni HaMelech to discern the tov and the rah;
therefore HASHEM Eloheicha will be with thee.

18 Then HaMelech answered and said unto the isha, Hide not from me, now, the thing
that I shall ask thee. And the isha said, Let adoni HaMelech now speak.

19And HaMelech said, Is not the yad Yoav with thee in all this? And the isha answered
and said, As thy nefesh liveth, adoni HaMelech, none can turn to the right or to the left
from anything that adoni HaMelech hath spoken; for thy eved Yoav, he instructedme, and
he put all these devarim in the peh (mouth) of thine shifchah (handmaid);

20Tobring about thismatter for discussionhath thy evedYoavdone this thing; andadoni
is chacham, according to the chochmat malach HaElohim, to know all things that are in
ha'aretz.

21AndHaMelech saiduntoYoav,Hinei now, I have granted this thing; go therefore, bring
the na'ar Avshalom back!

22And Yoav fell to the ground on his face, and prostrated himself, and put a bracha on
HaMelech; and Yoav said, Today thy eved knoweth that I have found chen in thy sight,
adoni, OMelech, in that HaMelech hath fulfilled the request of his eved.

23 So Yoav arose and went to Geshur, and brought Avshalom to Yerushalayim.
24 And HaMelech said, Let him turn to his own bais, and let him not see my face. So

Avshalom returned to his own bais, and saw not the face of HaMelech.
25But in kol Yisroel there was none ish yafeh to be so much praised as Avshalom; from

the sole of his regel even to the crown of his head there was nomum (blemish) in him.
26Andwhenhe cut thehair of his rosh, (for itwas fromtime to time thathe cut it; because

the hair was heavy on him, therefore he cut it); he weighed the se'ar (hair) of his rosh at
two hundred shekels after the royal standard.

27 And unto Avshalom there were born three banim, and one bat, whose shem was
Tamar; she was an isha of a fair countenance.

28SoAvshalomdwelt two full shaniminYerushalayim, andsawnot the faceofHaMelech.
29 Therefore Avshalom sent for Yoav, to have sent him to HaMelech; but he would not

come to him; and when he sent again the second time, he would not come.
30Therefore he said unto his avadim, See, the allotted land of Yoav is near mine, and he

hath se'orim (barley) there; go andkindle itwith eish. And the avadimofAvshalomset eish
to the allotted land.

31 Then Yoav arose, and came to Avshalom unto his bais, and said unto him, Why have
thy avadim set eish to my allotted land?

32And Avshalom answered Yoav, Hinei, I sent unto thee, saying, Come here, that I may
send thee to HaMelech, to say, why am I come fromGeshur? It had been tov (better) forme
to have been there still; now therefore letme see the face of HaMelech; and if there be any
avon (iniquity) in me, let him kill me.
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33 So Yoav came to HaMelech, and told him; and when he had called for Avshalom, he
came toHaMelech, and prostrated himself on his face to the groundbeforeHaMelech; and
HaMelech kissed Avshalom.

15
1And it came to pass after this, that Avshalom prepared himmerkavah and susim, and

fifty ish to run before him.
2 And Avshalom rose up early, and stood beside the derech hasha'ar; and it was so,

that when any ish that had a riv (lawsuit, complaint) came to HaMelech for mishpat, then
Avshalom called unto him, and said, Of what town art thou? And he said, Thy eved is of
one of the Shivtei Yisroel.

3 And Avshalom said unto him, See, thy case is tovim and right; but there is no man
deputy of HaMelech to hear thee.

4Avshalom said moreover, Oh that I were made Shofet in the land, that every ish which
hath any riv or mishpat might come untome, and I would bring him justice!

5And it was so, that when any ish came near to him to prostrate himself before him, he
put forth his yad, and took him, and kissed him.

6And on thismanner did Avshalom to kol Yisroel that came toHaMelech formishpat; so
Avshalom stole the lev anshei Yisroel.

7And it came to pass after arba'im shanah, that Avshalom said unto HaMelech, Now let
me go and fulfill my neder, which I have vowed unto HASHEM, in Chevron.

8 For thy eved vowed a neder (vow)while I abode at Geshur in Syria, saying, If HASHEM
shall bringme again indeed to Yerushalayim, then I will serve HASHEM.

9And HaMelech said unto him, Go in shalom. So he arose, and went to Chevron.
10But Avshalom sent secret messengers throughout kol Shivtei Yisroel, saying, As soon

as ye hear the sound of the shofar, then ye shall say, Avshalom reigneth in Chevron.
11AndwithAvshalomwent twohundred ish out of Yerushalayim, thatwere invited; and

they went innocently, and they had da'as of not anything.
12 And Avshalom sent for Achitophel the Giloni, Dovidʼs yo'etz (counsellor), from his

town, even fromGiloh,whileheoffered zivakhim. And thekesher (conspiracy)was strong;
for the people increased continually with Avshalom.

13And there came amaggid to Dovid, saying, Lev Ish Yisroel are with Avshalom.
14AndDovid said unto all his avadim that werewith him at Yerushalayim, Arise, and let

us flee; or else we shall not escape from Avshalom; make speed to depart, lest he overtake
us suddenly, andbring ra'ah (disaster)uponus, and strike the Irwith theedgeof the cherev.

15And the avadim of HaMelech said unto HaMelech, Hinei, thy avadim are ready to do
whatsoever adoni HaMelech commands.

16And HaMelech went forth, and all his Bais after him. And HaMelech left ten nashim,
which were pilagshim (concubines), to be shomer over the Bais (palace).

17AndHaMelechwent forth, and kol haAm after him, and tarried in a place that was far
off.

18And all his avadim passed on by his yad; and all the Kereti, and all the Peleti, and all
the Gittim, six hundredmenwhich came after him from Gat, passed on before HaMelech.

19Then saidHaMelech to Ittai the Gitti,Why goest thou alsowith us? Return to thy place,
and abide with HaMelech; for thou art a nokhri (foreigner), and also an exile.

20Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee wander about with
us? Seeing I go to where I may, shuv (return thou), and take back thy brethren; chesed and
emes be with thee.

21 And Ittai answered HaMelech, and said, As HASHEM liveth, and as adoni HaMelech
liveth, surely inwhatmakomadoniHaMelech shall be,whether inmavet or chayyim, even
there also will thy eved be.*

22 And Dovid said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gitti passed over, and all his
anashim, and all the little ones that were with him.

23 And kol ha'aretz wept with a kol gadol (loud voice), and kol haAm crossed over;
HaMelech also himself crossed over the brook Kidron, and kol haAm crossed over, toward
the derech of themidbar.

24 And hinei Tzadok also, and all the Levi'im were with him, bearing the Aron Brit
HaElohim; and they set down the Aron HaElohim; and Evyatar (Abiathar) went up, until
kol HaAm had done passing out of the Ir.

* 15:21 Ruth 1:17
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25And HaMelech said unto Tzadok, Carry back the Aron HaElohim into the Ir; if I shall
find chen (grace) in the eyes of HASHEM, He will bring me again, and show me both Him,
and His habitation;

26But ifHe thus say, Ihavenodelight in thee; hinei, hereamI, letHimdo tomeas seemeth
tov unto Him.

27HaMelech said also unto Tzadok HaKohen, Art not thou the Ro'eh (seer)? Return into
the Ir in shalom, and your two banim with you, Achima'atz binecha, and Yehonatan Ben
Evyatar (Abiathar).

28 See, I will tarry in the fords of the wilderness, until there come davar from you to
informme.

29Tzadok therefore and Evyatar (Abiathar) carried the AronHaElohim back to Yerusha-
layim; and they tarried there.

30AndDovidwentupby the ascent ofMa'alehHaZeitim (MountofOlives), andwept as he
went up, and had his rosh covered, and hewent barefoot; and kol haAmwith him covered
every ish his rosh, and they went up, weeping as they went up.

31Andone toldDovid, saying, Achitophel is among the conspiratorswithAvshalom. And
Dovid said, HASHEM, turn now the etza (counsel) of Achitophel into foolishness.

32 And it came to pass, that when Dovid was come to the top of the mount, where he
worshiped Elohim, hinei, Chushai the Arki came to meet him with his kesones torn, and
adamah upon his rosh;

33UntowhomDovid said, If thou passest onwithme, then thou shalt be amassa (burden)
untome;

34 But if thou return to the Ir, and say unto Avshalom, I will be thy eved, O melech; as I
have been eved avicha hitherto, so will I now also be thy eved; then mayest thou for me
bring to nought the etza (counsel) of Achitophel.

35 And hast thou not there with thee Tzadok and Evyatar (Abiathar) the kohanim?
Therefore it shall be, thatwhat thing soever thou shalt hear out of the BaisHaMelech, thou
shalt tell it to Tzadok and Evyatar (Abiathar) the kohanim.

36 Hinei, they have there with them their two banim, Achima'atz son of Tzadok, and
Yehonatan of Evyatar; by them ye shall send untome everything that ye can hear.

37 So Chushai the re'eh Dovid came into the Ir, and Avshalom came into Yerushalayim.

16
1AndwhenDovidwasa little past the topof thehill, hinei, Tziva thena'arofMephivoshet

met him,with a couple of chamorim saddled, andupon them200 lechem, and 100bunches
of tzimmukim, and 100 kayitz, and a skin of yayin.

2 And HaMelech said unto Tziva, What meanest thou by these? And Tziva said, The
chamorim are for the Bais HaMelech to ride on; and the lechem and kayitz for the ne'arim
to eat; and the yayin, that such as be faint in themidbarmay drink.

3AndHaMelech said, Andwhere is the ben adoneicha?* And Tziva said unto HaMelech,
Hinei, he abideth at Yerushalayim; for he said, Today shall Bais Yisroel restore to me the
mamlechut avi.

4 Then said HaMelech to Tziva, Hinei, thine are all that pertained unto Mephivoshet.
Tziva said, I humbly prostrate myself. May I find chen in thy sight, adoni, OMelech.

5 When Dovid HaMelech came to Bachurim, hinei, from there came out an ish of the
mishpakhat Bais Sha'ul; shmo Shime'i Ben Gera; and he, cursing continuously, came.

6And he cast avanim (stones) at Dovid, and at all the avadim of Dovid HaMelech; and at
kol haAm and at all the Gibborim that were on his right and on his left.

7And thus said Shime'iwhenhe cursed, Comeout, comeout, thou ishhadamimand thou
ish habeliyya'al;

8HASHEM hath returned upon thee all the dahm of the Bais Sha'ul, in whose place thou
hast reigned; and HASHEM hath delivered the meluchah (kingdom) into the yad Avshalom
binecha; and, behold, thou art taken in thy ra'ah, because thou art an ish damim.

9 Then said Avishai Ben Tzeruyah unto HaMelech, Why should this kelev hamet (dead
dog) curse adoni HaMelech? Let me go over, now and cut off his rosh.

10And HaMelech said, What have I to do with you, ye Bnei Tzeruyah? So let him curse,
becauseHASHEMhath said unto him, Curse Dovid. Who shall then say, why hast thou done
so?

* 16:3 i.e., Sha'ulʼs grandsonMephivoshet
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11And Dovid said to Avishai, and to all his avadim, Hinei, beni, which came forth from
within me, seeketh my nefesh; how much more now may this Ben-HaYemini (Benjamite)
do it? Let him alone, and let him curse; for HASHEM hath bidden him.

12 It may be that HASHEM will look on mine affliction, that HASHEM will repay me tovah
for his cursing this day.

13And as Dovid and his anashimwent by the derech, Shime'i went along on the hillside
opposite him, cursed as he went, threw avanim at him, and kicked up aphar.

14 And HaMelech, and kol HaAm that were with him, arrived weary, and refreshed
themselves there.†

15AndAvshalom, and kol HaAm Ish Yisroel, came to Yerushalayim, and Achitophel with
him.

16 And it came to pass, when Chushai the Arki, re'eh Dovid, was come unto Avshalom,
that Chushai said unto Avshalom, Long live HaMelech, Long live HaMelech.

17 And Avshalom said to Chushai, Is this thy chesed (loyal loving-kindness) to thy re'a
(friend)? Whywentest thou not with thy re'a (friend)?

18 Chushai said unto Avshalom, Lo; but whom HASHEM, this people, and kol Ish Yisroel,
choose, his will I be, and with himwill I abide.

19And again, whom should I serve? Should I not serve in the presence of bno? As I have
served in the presence of Avicha, so will I be in thy presence.

20 Then said Avshalom to Achitophel, Give etza (counsel, advice, wisdom) among you
what we shall do.

21AndAchitophel saiduntoAvshalom,Go inunto thepilagshimofAvicha,whichhehath
left to be shomer over the Bais (palace); and kol Yisroel shall hear that thou art a stench to
Avicha; then shall the hands of all that are with thee be chazak (strong).

22 So they spread Avshalom an ohel upon the gag (roof); and Avshalomwent in unto the
pilagshim of Aviv in the sight of kol Yisroel.

23And the etza (counsel) of Achitophel, which he counselled in those days, was as if an
ish had inquired at the davar HaElohim; so was all the etza (counsel) of Achitophel both
with Dovid and with Avshalom.

17
1MoreoverAchitophel said untoAvshalom, Letmenowchoose out shneymasar elef ish,

and I will arise and pursue after Dovid halailah (this night);
2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak of hands, and will make him

tremble with fear; and kol haAm that are with him shall flee; and I will strike HaMelech
only;

3When I return kol HaAm to you, all except the ish whom thou seekest, it is as if [kol
HaAm] returned; so kol haAm shall be in shalom.

4And the saying pleased Avshalomwell, and kol Ziknei Yisroel.
5Then said Avshalom, Call now Chushai the Arki also, and let us hear likewise from his

peh (mouth).
6 And when Chushai was come to Avshalom, Avshalom spoke unto him, saying, Achi-

tophel hath spoken after this manner; shall we do after his saying? If not; speak thou.
7And Chushai said unto Avshalom, The etza (counsel) that Achitophel hath given is not

tovah at this time.
8 For, said Chushai, thou knowest Avicha and his anashim, that they be Gibborim, and

they be enraged in their nefesh, as a dov (bear) robbed of her cubs in the sadeh; andAvicha
is ishmilchamah, and will not spend the night with HaAm (the troops).

9Hinei, he is hid now in one of the pits, or in some othermakom; and itwill come to pass,
when some of them be overthrown at the outset, that whosoever heareth it will say, There
is a magefah (slaughter) among the people that follow Avshalom.

10Andhealso that is chayil (valiant), whose lev is as the levha'aryeh (heartof a lion), shall
utterlymelt; for kol Yisroel knoweth that Avicha is a Gibbor, and they that bewith him are
Bnei Chayil (valiantmen).

11 Therefore, I counsel that kol Yisroel be fully gathered unto thee, from Dan even to
Be'er-Sheva, as the chol (sand) that is by the yam for multitude; and that thou thyself go
into battle in person.

12So shall we come upon him in somemakomwhere he shall be found, andwewill light
upon him as the tal (dew) falleth on the adamah; and of him and of kol ha'anashim that are
with him there shall not be left so much as one.
† 16:14 at the Yarden
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13Moreover, if he haswithdrawn into a city, then shall kol Yisroel bring chavalim (ropes)
to that city, and we will draw it into the ravine, until there be not one small stone found
there.

14And Avshalom and kol Ish Yisroel said, The etza (counsel) of Chushai the Arki is better
than the etza of Achitophel. For HASHEM had resolved to annul the etza of Achitophel, to
the intent that HASHEMmight bring ra'ah upon Avshalom.

15 Then said Chushai unto Tzadok and to Evyatar (Abiathar) the kohanim, Thus and
thus did Achitophel counsel Avshalom and the Ziknei Yisroel; and thus and thus have I
counselled.

16Now therefore send quickly, and tell Dovid, saying, Spend not halailah (this night) in
the plains of the midbar, but speedily cross over; lest HaMelech be swallowed up, and kol
haAm that are with him.

17 Now Yehonatan and Achima'atz stayed by Ein-Rogel; for they dared not be seen to
come into the Ir; and a shifchah went and told them; and they went and told Dovid
HaMelech.

18Nevertheless a na'ar saw them, and told Avshalom; but they went both of them away
quickly, and came to a bais ish in Bachurim, which had a be'er (well) in his khatzer; to
where they went down.

19And the isha took and spread amasakh (covering, curtain) over themouth of the be'er,
and spread hulled grain thereon; and the thing was not known.

20 And when the avadim of Avshalom came to the bais to the isha, they said, Where
is Achima'atz and Yehonatan? And the isha said unto them, They are gone over the
brook of mayim. And when they had sought and could not find them, they returned to
Yerushalayim.

21 And it came to pass, after they were departed, that they climbed up out of the be'er
(well), and went and told Dovid HaMelech, and said unto Dovid, Arise, and cross quickly
over themayim; for thus hath Achitophel counselled against you.

22 Then Dovid arose, and kol haAm that were with him, and they crossed over Yarden;
by the ohr haboker there lacked not one of them that was not gone over Yarden.

23Andwhen Achitophel saw that his etza (counsel, advice)was not followed, he saddled
his chamor, and arose, andwent home to his bais, to his town, and put his bais (household)
in order, vayyekhanak (and he strangled, hanged himself), and died, and was buried in the
kever aviv (tomb of his father).

24 Then Dovid came to Machanayim. And Avshalom passed over Yarden, he and all the
Ish Yisroel with him.

25 And Avshalom appointed Amasa over the tzava (army) instead of Yoav; now Amasa
was ben ish shmo Yitra a Yisroeli, that went in to Avigal Bat Nachash Achot Tzeruyah Em
Yoav.

26 So Yisroel and Avshalom encamped in Eretz Gil'ad.
27And it came to pass, whenDovidwas come toMachanayim, that Shovi BenNachash of

Rabbah of the Bnei Ammon, andMachir Ben Ammi'el of Lo-Devar, and Barzillai the Gil'adi
of Roglim,

28 Brought mishkav (bedding) and sappot (bowls) and earthen vessels, and chittim
(wheat), and se'orim (barley), and kemakh (flour), and roasted grain, and pol (beans), and
adashim (lentils), and roasted seeds,

29And devash, and khemah (curds), and tzon, and cheeses of the herd, for Dovid, and for
HaAm that were with him, to eat; for they said, HaAm are hungry, andweary, and tzameh
(thirsty), in themidbar.

18
1And Dovid mustered HaAm that were with him, and set sarei alafim, and sarei me'ot

over them.
2 And Dovid sent forth a third part of the people under the yad Yoav, and a third part

under the yad Avishai Ben Tzeruyah (Yoavʼs brother), and a third part under the yad Ittai
the Gitti. And HaMelech said unto HaAm, I will surely go forth with youmyself also.

3But HaAm answered, Thou shalt not go forth; for if we flee away, they will not set their
lev on us; neither if half of us die, will they set their lev on us; but now thou art worth ten
thousand of us; therefore, now it is better that thou support us from the Ir.*

4And HaMelech said unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. And HaMelech stood
by the side of the sha'ar, and kol haAm came out by hundreds and by thousands.

* 18:3 i.e., Machanayim
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5AndHaMelech commanded Yoav and Avishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently formy sake
with the na'ar, even with Avshalom. And kol HaAm heard when HaMelech gave all the
sarim charge concerning Avshalom.

6 HaAm went into the sadeh against Yisroel; the milchamah was in ya'ar (forest) of
Ephrayim;

7 Where Am Yisroel were slain before the avadim of Dovid, and there was there a
magefah gedolah that day of esrim elef.

8 For the milchamah was there scattered over the face of kol ha'aretz; and the ya'ar
devouredmore people that day than the cherev devoured.

9And Avshalommet the avadim of Dovid. And Avshalom rode upon a pered (mule), and
the pered went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his rosh (head) caught hold
of elah (tree, oak), and he was suspended between HaShomayim and ha'aretz; the pered
under himwent on.

10 And a certain ish saw it, told Yoav, and said, Hinei, I saw Avshalom† talui (hanged)
b'elah (on a tree, oak).‡

11And Yoav said unto the ish that told him, And, hinei, thou sawest him, and why didst
thou not strike him down to the ground there? And I would have given thee ten shekels of
kesef, and a khagorah.

12And the ish said unto Yoav, Though I should receive elef kesef inmine palm, yetwould
I not put forthmine yad against the benHaMelech; for in ozneinu (our hearing)HaMelech
charged thee and Avishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the na'ar Avshalom.

13Otherwise I should have dealt sheker against mine own nefesh; for there is nomatter
hid fromHaMelech, and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against me.

14Then said Yoav, I will not tarry thus with thee. And he took three shevatim in his yad,
and thrust them through the lev Avshalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak
tree.§

15 And ten ne'arim that bore the armor of Yoav surrounded Avshalom, struck and
slaughtered him.

16Then Yoav blew the shofar, and HaAm returned from pursuing after Yisroel; for Yoav
held back HaAm.

17 And they took Avshalom, and cast him into a great pit in the forest, and laid a very
great heap of avanim upon him; and all Yisroel fled, every ish to his ohel.

18 Now Avshalom in his lifetime had taken and erected for himself a matzevet (mon-
ument), which is in the Emek HaMelech; for he said, I have no ben to keep my shem
in remembrance; and he called the matzevet after shmo; and it is called unto this day,
Avshalomʼs Monument.

19Then said Achima'atz Ben Tzadok, Let me now run, and take news to HaMelech, how
that HASHEM hath in justice vindicated him of his oyevim.

20And Yoav said unto him, Thou shalt not be ish besorah (bearer of news) this day, but
thou shalt bear tidings another day; but this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the
ben HaMelech is dead.

21Then said Yoav to Cushi, Go tell HaMelech what thou hast seen. And Cushi prostrated
himself unto Yoav, and ran.

22Then said Achima'atz Ben Tzadok yet again to Yoav, But bewhatmay, letme, now, also
run after Cushi. And Yoav said, why wilt thou run, beni, seeing that thou hast no besorah
to provide?

23 But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said unto him, Rutz! (run!). Then
Achima'atz ran by the derech of the plain, outran Cushi.

24And Dovid sat between the two she'arim (gates); and the tzofeh (watchman)went up
to the gag (roof) over the sha'ar (gate) unto the chomah (wall), and lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and hinei an ish running alone.

25 And the tzofeh (watchman) cried, and told HaMelech. And HaMelech said, If he be
alone, there is besorah (news) in his peh (mouth). And he came rapidly, and drew near.

26And the tzofeh (watchman) saw another man running; and the tzofeh called unto the
sho'er (gatekeeper), and said, Hinei, anotherman running alone. AndHaMelech said, This
is mevaser (one bringing good news, evangelist).

27And the tzofeh (watchman) said, I see the running of the foremost is like the running
of Achima'atz Ben Tzadok. And HaMelech said, He is an ish tov, and cometh with besorah
tovah (good news).*

† 18:10 ben Dovid ‡ 18:10 Zech 12:10 § 18:14 Yn 19:34 * 18:27 See 2Sm 18:10
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28And Achima'atz called, and said unto HaMelech, Shalom. And he fell down to ha'aretz
uponhis face beforeHaMelech, and said, BaruchHASHEMEloheicha,whichhathdelivered
up the anashim that lifted up their yad against adoni HaMelech.

29AndHaMelech said, Is the na'ar Avshalom, shalom? And Achima'atz answered,When
Yoav sent eved HaMelech, avdecha, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.

30And HaMelech said unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and
stood still.

31 And, hinei, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Yitbaser (be informed of news), adoni HaM-
elech; for HASHEM hath in justice vindicated thee this day from the yad of all them that
rose up against thee.

32And HaMelech said unto Cushi, Is the na'ar Avshalom shalom? And Cushi answered,
The enemies of adoni HaMelech, and all that rise against thee to do thee harm, be as that
na'ar is.†

19
1AndHaMelechwasmuchmoved, andwent up to the aliyyat hasha'ar (upper roomover

the gate) and wept; and as he went, thus he said, O beni (my son) Avshalom, beni, beni
Avshalom! If only I had died tachteicha (in place of, instead of) thee, O Avshalom, beni,
beni!

2And it was told Yoav, Hinei, HaMelech weepeth andmourneth for Avshalom.
3And the teshu'ah (salvation, deliverance) on that day was turned into evel (mourning)

unto kol HaAm; for the people heard say that day how HaMelech was grieved for bno
Avshalom.

4And the people stole that day into the Ir* as people being ashamed steal in when they
flee inmilchamah.

5ButHaMelech covered his face, andHaMelech criedwith a kol gadol, O beni Avshalom,
O Avshalom, beni, beni!

6 And Yoav came into the bais to HaMelech, and said, Thou hast disgraced this day
the faces of all thy avadim, which this day have saved thy nefesh, and the nefesh of thy
banim and of thy banot, and the nefesh of thy nashim, and the nefesh of thy pilagshim
(concubines);

7 In that thou lovest thineenemies, andhatest thy friends. For thouhastdeclared thisday,
that thouhast no regard for sarimnor avadim; for this day I perceive, that if Avshalomhad
lived, and this day all we were mesim (dead ones), then it would have been yashar in thy
sight.

8 Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak to the lev unto thy avadim; for I swear by
HASHEM, if thou gonot forth, therewill not tarry one ishwith thee halailah (this night); and
that will be worse unto thee than kol hara'ah that befell thee from thy youth until now.

9ThenHaMelech arose, and sat in the sha'ar. And they told unto kol haAm, saying, Hinei,
HaMelech doth sit in the sha'ar. And kol haAm came beforeHaMelech: for Yisroel had fled
every ish to his ohel.

10 And kol haAm were having dissension throughout kol Shivtei Yisroel saying, HaM-
elech saved us out of the palmof oyveinu (our enemies) andhe delivered us out of the palm
of the Pelishtim; and now he is fled fromHaAretz because of Avshalom.

11And Avshalom, whommashachnu (we anointed) over us, is dead in milchamah. Now
therefore why are ye not speaking of bringing back HaMelech?

12And Dovid HaMelech sent to Tzadok and to Evyatar the kohanim, saying, Speak unto
the Ziknei Yehudah, saying, Why are ye the last ones to bring HaMelech back to his Bais?
Seeing the talk of kol Yisroel is come to HaMelech, even to his Bais.

13Ye are my brethren, ye are my atzmot and my basar; why then are ye the last ones to
bring back HaMelech?

14And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not of my etzem, and of my basar? Elohim do so to me,
andmore also, if thou be not sar tzava before me continually in place of Yoav.

15And he swayed the levav kol Ish Yehudah, even as the lev of oneman; so that they sent
this word unto HaMelech, Return thou, and all thy avadim.

16SoHaMelech returned, and came toYarden. AndYehudah came toGilgal, to go tomeet
HaMelech, to conduct HaMelech over Yarden.

17 And Shime'i Ben Gera, a Ben-HaYemini, which was of Bachurim, hasted and came
downwith the Ish Yehudah tomeet Dovid HaMelech.
† 18:32 T.N. Notice in this chp 18 that the peace-bringing Besorah Tovah of Ben Dovid Talui al HaEtz requires amevaser
to herald it. * 19:4Machanayim
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18And therewere an elef ish of Binyaminwithhim, andTziva thena'ar of theBais Sha'ul,
and his fifteen banim and his twenty avadimwith him; and theywent over Yarden before
HaMelech.

19And therewentovera ferry to carryover theBaisHaMelech, and todowhathe thought
good. And Shime'i Ben Gera fell down before HaMelech, as he was come over Yarden;

20 And said unto HaMelech, Let not adoni impute avon (iniquity) unto me, neither do
thou remember that which thy eved did perversely the day that adoni HaMelechwent out
of Yerushalayim, that HaMelech should take it to his lev.

21 For thy eved doth know that I have sinned; therefore, hinei, I am come rishom (first)
this day of all the Bais Yosef to go down tomeet adoni HaMelech.

22ButAvishai BenTzeruyahansweredand said, Shall not Shime'i be put to death for this,
because he cursed HASHEMʼs Moshiach?

23And Dovid said, What have I to do with you, ye Bnei Tzeruyah, that ye should this day
be as satan unto me? Shall there be ish put to death this day in Yisroel? For do not I know
that I am this dayMelech al Yisroel?

24 Therefore HaMelech said unto Shime'i, Thou shalt not die. And HaMelech swore a
shevu'a unto him.

25And Mephivoshet Ben Sha'ul came down to meet HaMelech, and had neither bathed
his regal, nor trimmed his safam (mustache), nor washed his clothes, from the day
HaMelech departed until the day he came again in shalom.

26 And it came to pass, when he† was come to Yerushalayim to meet HaMelech, that
HaMelech said unto him, whywentest not thou withme, Mephivoshet?

27And he answered, Adoni, O Melech, avdi deceived me: for thy eved said, I will saddle
me a chamor, that I may ride thereon, and go to HaMelech; because thy eved is pise'ach
(lame).

28 And he hath slandered thy eved unto adoni HaMelech; but adoni HaMelech is like
malach HaElohim; do therefore what is tov in thine eyes.

29For all of the bais aviwere but ansheimavet before adoniHaMelech; yet didst thou set
thy eved among them that did eat at thine own shulchan. What tzedakah (right) therefore
have I yet to appeal anymore unto HaMelech?

30 And HaMelech said unto him, Why speakest thou any more of thy devarim? I have
said, Thou and Tziva divide the sadeh.

31 And Mephivoshet said unto HaMelech, Indeed, let him take all, forasmuch as adoni
HaMelech is come again in shalom unto his own bais.

32 And Barzillai the Gil'adi came down from Roglim, and went over Yarden with
HaMelech, to conduct him over Yarden.

33Now Barzillai was zakenme'od, even fourscore shanah; and he had been the support
of HaMelech while he dwelt at Machanayim; for he was an ish gadol me'od.

34HaMelech said unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and with me I will be your
support in Yerushalayim.

35 And Barzillai said unto HaMelech, How long have I to live, that I should go up with
HaMelech to Yerushalayim?

36 I am this day fourscore shanah old; and can I discern between tov and rah? Can thy
eved taste what I eat or what I drink? Can I hear any more the voice of sharim (singing
men) and sharot (singingwomen)? Why then should thy eved be yet amassa (burden) unto
adoni HaMelech?

37 Thy eved will go a little way over Yarden with HaMelech; and why should HaMelech
rewardmewith such a reward?

38 Let thy eved, now, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, and be buried
near the kever of avi and of immi. But hinei thy eved Kimham;‡ let him go overwith adoni
HaMelech; and do to himwhat shall seem tov unto thee.

39AndHaMelech answered, Kimham shall cross overwithme, and I will do for him that
which shall seem tov unto thee; andwhatsoever thou shalt request ofme, that will I do for
thee.

40And kol haAm crossed over Yarden. And when HaMelech was come over, HaMelech
kissed Barzillai, and put a bracha on him; and he returned unto his own makom (place,
home).

41 Then HaMelech went on to Gilgal, and Kimhan crossed over with him; and kol Am
Yehudah conducted HaMelech, and also half Am Yisroel.

† 19:26Mephivoshet ‡ 19:38 i.e., one of his sons, 1Kgs 2:7
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42 And, hinei, kol Ish Yisroel came to HaMelech, and said unto HaMelech, Why have
acheinu Ish Yehudah stolen thee away, and have brought HaMelech across, and his Bais
(household), and kol Anshei Dovid with him, over Yarden?

43And kol Ish Yehudah answered Ish Yisroel, BecauseHaMelech is near of kin to us; why
then be ye angry for this matter? Have we eaten at all from HaMelech? Or hath he given
us anything?

44And Ish Yisroel answered the Ish Yehudah, and said, We have ten shares as much in
HaMelech, andwehavealsomore inDovid thanye;why thendidye slight us? Werewenot
the first to give the davar in bringing back my melech? And the devar Ish Yehudah were
harsher than the devar Ish Yisroel.

20
1And there happened to be there an ish Beliyaal,* shmo Sheva Ben Bikhri an ish from

Binyamin; and he blew a shofar, and said, We have no chelek in Dovid, neither have we
nachalah in Ben Yishai; every ish to his ohel, O Yisroel.

2So kol Ish Yisroel went up from after Dovid, and followed Sheva Ben Bikhri; but the Ish
Yehudah had deveykus unto their Melech, from Yarden even to Yerushalayim.

3 And Dovid came to his Bais (palace) at Yerushalayim; and HaMelech took the ten
nashim, his pilagshim, whom he had left to be shomer over the Bais, and put them in Bais
Mishmeret (seclusion), and provided for them, but went not in unto them. So they were
shut up unto their yommot, living in almenut (widowhood).

4 Then said HaMelech to Amasa, Assemble the Ish Yehudah within shloshet yamim; be
thou here present.

5 So Amasa went to assemble Yehudah; but he tarried longer than the mo'ed which he
had appointed him.

6 And Dovid said to Avishai, Now shall Sheva Ben Bikhri do us more harm than did
Avshalom; take thou the avadim of adoneicha, pursue after him, lest he get him fortified
cities, and escape us.

7 And there went out after him anshei Yoav, and the Kereti, and the Peleti, and kol
Gibborim; and they went out of Yerushalayim, to pursue after Sheva Ben Bikhri.

8When they were at the Even Hagedolah (Great Stone) which is in Giv'on, Amasa went
before them. And Yoavʼs military garment that he had put on was girded unto him, and
upon it a khagor with a cherev fastened upon his waist in the sheath thereof; and as he
went forth it fell out.

9Yoav said toAmasa, Art thou in shalom,mybrother? AndYoav tookAmasaby the zaken
(beard)with the right hand to kiss him.

10 But Amasa took no heed to the cherev that was in the yad Yoav; so he stabbed him
therewith in the fifth rib, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck himnot again;
and he died. So Yoav and Avishai achiv pursued after Sheva Ben Bikhri.

11And one of the nearim of Yoav stood by him, and said, He that favoreth Yoav, and he
that is for Dovid, let him go after Yoav.

12And Amasa wallowed in dahm in the midst of the mesilah (road). And when the ish
saw that kol haAmhalted, he removedAmasa out of themesilah into the sadeh, and threw
a beged (garment) over him, when he saw that every one that came by him halted.

13Whenhewas removed from themesilah, kol haAmwent on after Yoav, to pursue after
Sheva Ben Bikhri.

14And he passed through all the Shivtei Yisroel unto Abel, and to Beit-Ma'achah, and all
the Berim; and they were gathered together, and went also after him.†

15 And they came and besieged him in Abel of Beit-Ma'achah, and they cast up a siege
ramp against the Ir, until it stood by the rampart; and kol haAm that were with Yoav
battered the chomah (wall), to throw it down.

16 Then cried an isha chachamah (wise woman) from the Ir, Hear, hear; say, now unto
Yoav, Come here, that I may speak with thee.

17Andwhen hewas come near unto her, the isha said, Art thou Yoav? And he answered,
I am he. Then she said unto him, Hear the devarim of thine amah. And he answered, I do
hear.

18Then she spoke, saying, They used to speak in rishonah (old times), saying, They shall
surely ask counsel at Abel; and so they settled thematter.

19 I am one of them that are of shalom and of emunah in Yisroel; thou seekest to destroy
an Ir and an em b'Yisroel; why wilt thou swallow up the nachalat HASHEM?

* 20:1 rebel † 20:14 i.e., Sheva
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20 And Yoav answered and said, Chalilah (far be it), chalilah from me, that I should
swallow up or destroy.

21 The matter is not so; but an ish of har Ephrayim, Sheva Ben Bikhri shmo, hath lifted
up his yad against HaMelech, even against Dovid; hand over him only, and I will depart
from the Ir. And the woman said unto Yoav, Hinei, his rosh shall be thrown to thee from
the chomah.

22Then the ishawent unto kol haAm inher chochmah. And they cut off the rosh of Sheva
Ben Bikhri, and threw it out to Yoav. And he blew a shofar, and they retired from the city,
every ish to his ohel. And Yoav returned to Yerushalayim unto HaMelech.

23 Now Yoav was over kol HaTzava Yisroel; and Benayah Ben Yehoyada was over the
Kereti and over the Peleti;

24 And Adoram was over the forced labor; and Yehoshaphat Ben Achilud was mazkir
(secretary);

25And Sheva was sofer; and Tzadok and Evyatar (Abiathar)were the kohanim;
26And also Ira the Yairi was kohen to Dovid.

21
1 Then there was a ra'av (famine) in the days of Dovid shalosh shanim, shanah after

shanah; and Dovid inquired of HASHEM. And HASHEM answered, It is on account of Sha'ul,
and for his bais hadamim, because he slaughtered the Giv'onim.

2And HaMelech called the Giv'onim, and said unto them; (now the Giveonim were not
of the Bnei Yisroel, but of the remnant of the Emori; and the Bnei Yisroel had sworn unto
them; and Sha'ul sought to annihilate them in his kinot (zeal) for the Bnei Yisroel and
Yehudah.)

3Therefore Dovid said unto the Giv'onim,What shall I do for you? Andwherewith shall
I make the kapporah, that ye may bless the nachalat HASHEM?

4And the Giv'onim said unto him, We will have no kesef nor zahav of Sha'ul, nor of his
bais; neither for us shalt thou kill any ish in Yisroel. And he said, What ye shall say, that
will I do for you.

5And they answered HaMelech, The ish that consumed us, and that plotted against us
that we should bemade shmad from remaining in any of the territories of Yisroel,

6Let shivah anashim of his banim be delivered unto us, and we will hang them up unto
HASHEM in Giv'ah of Sha'ul, whom HASHEM did choose. And HaMelech said, I will give
them.

7 But HaMelech spared Mephivoshet Ben Yonatan Ben Sha'ul, because of HASHEMʼs
shevua (oath) that was between them, between Dovid and Yonatan Ben Sha'ul.

8But HaMelech took the two Bnei Ritzpah Bat Ayah, whom she bore unto Sha'ul, Armoni
and Mephivoshet; and the five Bnei Michal* Bat Sha'ul, whom she bore to Adriel Ben
Barzillai the Mecholati;

9And he delivered them into the hands of the Giveonim, and they hanged them in the
hill before HASHEM; and they fell all shivah together and were put to death in the yamim
of katzir (harvest), in the rishonim, in the beginning of katzir se'orim (barley harvest).

10 And Ritzpah Bat Ayah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the tzur, from
the beginning of katzir until mayim dropped upon them out of Shomayim, and suffered
neither the oph haShomayim to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the sadeh by night.

11And it was told Dovid what Ritzpah Bat Ayah, the pilegesh (concubine) of Sha'ul, had
done.

12 And Dovid went and took the atzmot Sha'ul and the atzmot Yonatan bno from the
citizens of Yavesh-Gil'ad, which had stolen them from the rechov (street) of Beit-Shan,
where the Pelishtim had hanged them, when the Pelishtim had slain Sha'ul in Gilboa;

13Andhebrought up from there the atzmot Sha'ul and the atzmot Yonatanbno; and they
gathered the atzmot of them that were hanged.

14 And the atzmot Sha'ul and Yonatan bno buried they in eretz Binyamin in Tzela, in
the kever of Kish aviv; and they performed all that HaMelech commanded. And after that
Elohimwas entreated for the land.

15Moreover the Pelishtimhad yetmilchamah againwith Yisroel; andDovidwent down,
and his avadimwith him, and fought against the Pelishtim; and Dovid grew faint.

16 And Yishbi-benov, which was of the yeladim of Rafah (Giant), the weight of whose
spearhead weighed three hundred shekels of nechoshet in weight, he being girded
chadashah (belted anew), declared that he could slay Dovid.

* 21:8Merav
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17ButAvishaiBenTzeruyahcame tohis aid, and struck thePelishti (Philistine), andkilled
him. Then theansheiDovid sworeanoathuntohim, saying, Thoushalt gonomoreoutwith
us to milchamah (battle), that thou quench not the Ner Yisroel (Lamp of Israel).

18And it came to pass after this, that there was again milchamah with the Pelishtim at
Gov; then Sibbekhai the Chushati slaughtered Saph, which was of the banim of the Rafah.

19 And there was again milchamah in Gov with the Pelishtim, where Elchanan Ben
Ya'arei-Orgim, from Beit-Lechem, slaughtered the brother of Golyat (Goliath) the Gitti, the
staff of whose khanit (spear)was like a weaverʼs beam.

20 And there was yet again a milchamah in Gat, where was a man of great stature,
that had on every yad six fingers, and on every regel six toes, four and twenty in mispar
(number); and he also was born to the Rafah.

21AndwhenhedefiedYisroel, YehonatanBenShime'ah thebrotherofDovid slaughtered
him.

22These four were born to the Rafah in Gat, and fell by the yad Dovid, and by the yad of
his avadim.†

22
1AndDovid spoke untoHASHEM the devarimof this shirah (song) in the day thatHASHEM

had delivered him out of the palm of all his oyevim (enemies) and out of the palm of Sha'ul:
2And he said,

HASHEM is my rock, andmymatzadah,
andmy deliverer;
3The Elohei (G-d of)my Tzur;
in Himwill I trust;
He ismymogen, and the keren ofmySalvation,my stronghold, andmy refuge,myMoshia;
Thou savest me from chamas.
4 I will call on HASHEM,Who is worthy to be praised;
so shall I be saved frommy oyevim.

5When the waves of mavet (death) compassedme,
the floods of scoundrels overwhelmme;
6The chevlei Sheol (cords of Sheol) encompassedme;
the snares of mavet confrontedme;
7 In my distress I called upon HASHEM,
and cried to Elohai;
and He did hear my voice out of His Heikhal,
andmy cry did enter into His oznayim.
8Then ha'aretz shook and trembled;
the mosedot (foundations) of Shomayimmoved and shook,
because He was in wrath.
9There went up an ashan (smoke) out of His nostrils,
and eish out of His peh (mouth) devoured;
coals were kindled by it.
10He bowed HaShomayim also, and came down;
and a dark cloud was under His raglayim.
11And He rode upon a keruv, and did fly;
and Hewas seen upon the wings of the ruach.
12And Hemade choshech sukkot round about Him,
darkmayim, and thick clouds of the skies.
13Through the radiant brightness before Him
were coals of eish kindled.
14HASHEM thundered from Shomayim,
and Elyon uttered His voice.
15He sent out khitzim, and scattered them;
lightning, and vanquished them.
16And the channels of the yam appeared,
the mosedot (foundations) of the tevel (world)were uncovered,
at the rebuking of HASHEM,
at the blast of the ruach of His nostrils.
† 21:22 T.N. Kapporah is made here by that which is hanged unto HASHEM— see 2Sm 21:3,6; Isa 53:10
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17He sent from on High, He tookme;
He drewme out of mayim rabbim;
18He deliveredme frommy strong oyev, and from them that hatedme;
for they were too strong for me.
19They confrontedme in the day of my calamity;
but HASHEMwasmy support.
20He brought me forth also into a large place;
He deliveredme, because chafetz (He delighted) in me.
21HASHEM rewardedme according to my tzedakah;
according to the cleanness of my hands hath He recompensedme.
22For I have been shomer over the drakhei HASHEM,
and have not wickedly departed from Elohai.*
23For all His mishpatimwere before me;
as for His chukkot, I did not depart from them.
24 I was also tamim (blameless) before Him,
and have kept myself frommine avon (iniquity).
25Therefore HASHEM hath rewardedme according to my tzedakah;
according to my cleanness before His eyesight.
26 With the chasid (loyal, the one having chesed, the devout one) Thou wilt show Thyself

loyal,
and with the Gibbor tamim (blamelessman) Thouwilt show Thyself blameless.
27With the pure Thouwilt show Thyself pure;
and with the ikkesh (crooked, devious) Thouwilt show Thyself shrewd.
28And the Am oni (afflicted people) Thouwilt save;
but Thine eyes are upon the haughty,
that Thoumayest bring them down.
29For Thou art my ner (lamp), HASHEM;
and HASHEMwill lightenmy choshech.
30For by Thee I have run through a troop;
by Elohai can I leap over a wall.
31As for G-d, His derech is tamim;
theWord of HASHEM is proven;
He is a mogen (shield) to all them that trust in Him.
32For who is G-d, save HASHEM?
Andwho is Tzur, save Eloheinu?
33G-d is myma'oz and power;
and Hemakethmy derech perfect.
34Hemakethmy feet like the feet of ayyalot (deer);
andmakethme stand uponmy high places.
35He teachethmy yadayim for milchamah;
so that a keshet nechoshah is bent bymine arms.
36Thou hast also givenme themogen of Thy Salvation;
and hath stooped down tomakeme great.
37Thou hast enlargedmy stride under me;
so that my karsulayim do not slip.
38 I have pursuedmine oyevim, and destroyed them;
and turned not again until I had consumed them.
39And I have consumed them, and wounded them,
that they could not arise;
indeed, they are fallen undermy raglayim.
40For Thou hast girdedmewith chayil (strength) for milchamah (battle);
them that rose up against me hast Thou caused to bow down underme.
41Thou hast also givenme victory over the necks of mine oyevim,
that I might destroy them that hate me.
42They looked, but there was nomoshia;
even unto HASHEM, but He answered them not.
43Then did I beat them as small as the aphar of eretz,

* 22:22 See Ac 21:21
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I did stamp them as themire of the street, and did scatter them abroad.
44Thou also hast deliveredme from the contentions of my people,
Thou hast kept me to be Rosh of the Goyim;
a people which I knew not shall serveme.†
45Foreigners shall submit themselves untome;
as soon as they hear, they shall be mishma'at (obedient) untome.
46 Strangers shall fade away,
and they shall be afraid out of their misgerot (strongholds).
47HASHEM liveth;
and baruch bemy Tzur; and exalted be the Elohei Tzur of my Salvation.
48 It is G-d that avengethme,
and that bringeth down the nations under me.
49And that bringethme forth frommine oyevim;
Thou also hast liftedme up on high above them that rose up against me;
Thou hast deliveredme from the ish chamasim.
50Therefore I will give thanks unto Thee, HASHEM, among the Goyim,
and I will sing praises unto Shimecha (Thy Name).
51He is themigdal Yeshu'ot for His melech;
and showeth chesed to His Moshiach,
unto Dovid, and to his zera ad-olam.

23
1Now these be the last devarim of Dovid:

Dovid Ben Yishai said,
the gever (man)whowas raised up above,
the Moshiach Elohei Ya'akov,
and the singer of zemirot (songs) of Yisroel:

2The Ruach HASHEM spoke byme,
and His word was onmy leshon.
3The Elohei Yisroel said,
the Tzur Yisroel spoke to me,
He that ruleth over adam,
Tzaddik, ruling in the yirat Elohim.
4And He shall be as the ohr of the boker,
when the shemesh riseth,
even amorning without clouds;
as the tender deshe (grass) springing out of ha'aretz by clear shining after matar (rain).
5 Is not my Bais so with G-d?
Yet He hathmade withme a Brit Olam,
ordered in all things, and sure;
for this is all my salvation, and all my chefetz (desire),
will He not make it spring forth (tzemach)?*
6But the Bnei Beliyaal† shall be all of them
as kotz (thorns) thrust away,
because they cannot be gathered with hands;
7But the one that shall touch them
must be armedwith barzel (iron)
and the staff of a khanit (spear);
and they shall be utterly burned
with eish where they are.

8 These be the shmot of the gibborim whom Dovid had; Yoshev Bashevet Tachkemoni,
chief among the Three; the same was Adino the Etzni; he killed eight hundred, in one
encounter.

9And after himwas El'azar BenDodo the Achochi, one of the three gibborimwithDovid,
when they defied the Pelishtim that were there gathered together to milchamah, and the
Ish Yisroel were gone away;

† 22:44Mt 28:19 * 23:5 See Zech 3:8; 6:11-12 † 23:6 rebellious
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10He arose, and struck the Pelishtim until his yad was weary, and his yad had devekyus
unto the cherev; and HASHEMwrought a teshuah gedolah (great victory) that day; and the
people returned after him only to plunder.

11And after him was Shammah Ben Agee the Harari. And the Pelishtim were gathered
together into a troop, where was a piece of ground full of lentils; and the people fled from
the Pelishtim.

12But he stood in the midst of the allotted ground, and defended it, and slaughtered the
Pelishtim; and HASHEMwrought a teshuah gedolah.

13And three of the thirty chief men went down, and came to Dovid in the time of katzir
unto the cave of Adullam; and the troop of the Pelishtim encamped in the Emek Repha'im.

14 And Dovid was then in the matzadah, and the garrison of the Pelishtim was then in
Beit-Lechem.

15AndDovid longed, and said, Oh that onewould giveme drink of themayim of thewell
of Beit-Lechem, which is by the sha'ar!

16 And the three gibborim broke through the machaneh of the Pelishtim, and drew
mayim out of the well of Beit-Lechem, that was by the sha'ar, and took it, and brought it
to Dovid; nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto HASHEM.

17And he said, Chalilah! (be it far fromme), HASHEM, that I should do this! Is not this the
dahmof the anashim thatwent in jeopardy of their nafshot? Therefore hewouldnot drink
it. These things did these three gibborim,

18And Avishai, the brother of Yoav Ben Tzeruyah, was chief among three. And he lifted
up his khanit (spear) against three hundred, and slaughtered them, and had the shem
among the Three.

19 Was he not most honored of the Three? Therefore he was their sar; howbeit he
attained not unto the first three.

20AndBenayah Ben Yehoyadawas a ben chayil, of Kavtze'el, who had donemany deeds:
he slaughtered two lionlikemen of Moav; he went down also and slaughtered an aryeh in
themidst of a pit on a snowy day;

21And he slaughtered an Egyptian, a goodly man; and the Egyptian had a khanit (spear)
in his yad; but hewent down to himwith a shevet (club), and plucked the khanit out of the
Egyptianʼs yad, and slaughtered himwith his own khanit.

22These things did Benayah Ben Yehoyada, and had the shem among three gibborim.
23He was more honored than the Shloshim, but he attained not to the first Three. And

Dovid set him over his bodyguard.
24Asahel the brother of Yoav was one of the thirty; Elchanan Ben Dodo of Beit-Lechem,
25 Shammah the Harodi, Elika the Charodi,
26Cheletz the Palti, Ira Ben Ikkesh the Tekoi,
27Avi'ezer the Anetoti, Mevunai the Chushati,
28Tzalmon the Achochi, Maharai the Netophati,
29Chelev Ben Ba'anah, a Netophati, Ittai Ben Rivai out of Giv'ah of the Bnei Binyamin,
30Benayah the Pir'athoni, Hiddai of the ravines of Ga'ash,
31Avi-Alvon the Arvati, Azmavet the Barchumi,
32Elyachba the Sha'alboni, of the Bnei Yashen, Yehonatan,
33 Shammah the Harari, Achiam Ben Sharar the Arari,
34Eliphelet Ben Achasbai son of the Ma'akhati, Eli'am Ben Achitophel the Giloni,
35Chetzrai the Karmeli, Pa'arai the Arbi,
36Yigal Ben Natan of Tzovah, Bani the Gadi,
37Tzelek the Ammoni, Nachrai the Be'eroti, armorbearer to Yoav Ben Tzeruyah,
38 Ira a Yitri, Garev a Yitri,
39Uriyah the Chitti; 37 in all.

24
1 And again the Af HASHEM was kindled against Yisroel, and He incited Dovid against

them to say, Go, number Yisroel and Yehudah.
2ForHaMelech said toYoavSarHaChayil,whowaswithhim,Gonow throughkol Shivtei

Yisroel, fromDan even to Be'er-Sheva, and number ye HaAm, that I may know theMispar
HaAm.

3 And Yoav said unto HaMelech, Now HASHEM Eloheicha add unto HaAm, how many
soever they be, a hundredfold, and that the eyes of adoni HaMelech may see it; but why
doth adoni HaMelech delight in this thing?
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4 Notwithstanding the devar HaMelech prevailed against Yoav, and against the Sarei
HeChayil. And Yoav and the Sarei HaChayil went out from before HaMelech, to number
HaAm Yisroel.

5And they passed over Yarden, encamped inAro'er, on the south of the Ir that lieth in the
middle of the ravine of Gad, toward Yazer;

6 Then they came to Gil'ad, to Eretz Tachtim-Chodshi; they came to Dan-Ya'an, went
around to Tzidon,

7And came to the fortress of Tzor, and to all the cities of the Chivi, and of Kena'ani; and
they went out to the Negev of Yehudah, to Be'er-Sheva.

8 So when they had gone through kol HaAretz, they came to Yerushalayim at the end of
9 months and 20 days.

9 And Yoav gave up the sum of the number of HaAm unto HaMelech; and there were
in Yisroel Shmoneh Me'ot Elef ish chayil that drew the cherev; and the Ish Yehudah were
chameshMe'ot Elef ish.

10And the lev Dovid struck him after that he had numberedHaAm. AndDovid said unto
HASHEM, Chatati (I havesinned)me'od (greatly) inwhat I havedone; andnow,HASHEM, take
away the avon (iniquity, guilt) of Thy eved; for I have done very foolishly.

11 For when Dovid rose up in the boker, the Devar HASHEM came unto Gad HaNavi, the
Chozeh Dovid (Seer of Dovid), saying,

12Go, sayuntoDovid, Thus saithHASHEM, I offer thee shalosh (three, three things); choose
for thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee.

13So Gad came to Dovid, and told him, and said unto him, Shall shalosh* shanim of ra'av
(famine) come unto thee in thy land? Or wilt thou flee shloshah chodashim before thine
enemies, while they pursue thee? Or that there be shloshet yamim dever (three days of
pestilence) in thy land? Now consider, and see what answer I shall return to Him that sent
me.

14 And Dovid said unto Gad, I am in a great tzar (distress); let us fall now into the Yad
HASHEM; for His rachamim are rabbim: and let me not fall into the yad adam.

15 So HASHEM sent a dever (pestilence) upon Yisroel from the boker even to the es mo'ed
(time appointed); and there died of HaAm fromDan even to Be'er-Sheva shiv'im elef ish.

16Andwhen theMalach stretchedouthis yaduponYerushalayim todestroyher,HASHEM
relented from the destruction, and said to the Malach that destroyed HaAm, It is enough;
restrain now thine yad. And theMalach HASHEMwas by the goren of Aravnah the Yevusi.

17And Dovid spoke unto HASHEM when he saw the Malach that struck HaAm, and said,
Hineh, I have sinned, and I have transgressed; but these tzon, what have they done? Let
Thine yad be against me, and against Bais Avi.†

18 And Gad came that day to Dovid, and said unto him, Go up, erect a Mizbe'ach unto
HASHEM in the goren of Aravnah the Yevusi.

19And Dovid, according to the Devar Gad, went up as HASHEM commanded.
20And Aravnah looked, and saw HaMelech and his avadim coming on toward him; and

Aravnahwent out, and prostrated himself before HaMelech on his face upon the ground.
21And Aravnah said, Why is adoni HaMelech come to his eved? And Dovid said, To buy

the goren of thee, to build a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM, that the magefah (plague) may be
withdrawn fromHaAm.

22AndAravnah saiduntoDovid, Let adoniHaMelech take andofferupwhat seemeth tov
unto him; see, here are oxen for the olah (burnt sacrifice), and threshing tools and other
instruments of the bakar (oxen) for wood.

23 All these things did Aravnah, hamelech lamelech, give. And Aravnah said unto
HaMelech, HASHEM Eloheicha yirtzecha (accept thee).

24And HaMelech said unto Aravnah, Lo (no); but I will surely buy it of thee at a mekhir
(price); neitherwill I offer olot (burnt offerings)untoHASHEMElohai of thatwhichdoth cost
me nothing. So Dovid bought the goren and the bakar for fifty shekels of kesef.

25 And Dovid built there a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM, and offered olot (burnt offerings)
and shelamim (peace offerings). So HASHEM was entreated for the land, and the mage-
fah‡(plague)was withdrawn from Yisroel.

* 24:13 See 1Chr 21:12, Hebrew here says sheva † 24:17 Isa 53:6 ‡ 24:25 see Isa 53:8
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MelachimAlef
1Now HaMelech Dovid was zaken and stricken in yamim; and they covered him with

begadim, but he could get no warmth.
2Wherefore his avadim said unto him, Let there be sought for adoniHaMelech ana'arah

betulah; and let her stand before HaMelech, and let her care for him, and let her lie at thy
kheyk (bosom), that adoni HaMelechmay be warm.

3 So they sought for a na'arah yafeh throughout all the territory of Yisroel, and found
Avishag HaShunammit, and brought her to HaMelech.

4And the na'arah was yafeh adme'od, and cared for HaMelech, and waited on him; but
HaMelech knew her not.

5 Then Adoniyah Ben Chaggit put himself forward, saying, I will be Melech; and he
prepared himmerkavot and parashim, and chamishim ish to run before him.

6And Aviv had not rebuked him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? And he
also was tov to'ar (good looking); and* bore him after Avshalom.

7And he conferredwith Yoav Ben Tzeruyah, andwith Evyatar (Abiathar)HaKohen; and
they lent ezer (help), following after Adoniyah.

8But TzadokHaKohen, andBenayahBenYehoyada, andNatanHaNavi, and Shime'i, and
Re'i, and the Gibborimwhich belonged to Dovid, were not with Adoniyah.

9And Adoniyah sacrificed tzon and bakar and fatted bull at the Even Zochelet (Stone of
Zoheleth), which is Ein-Rogel, and invited all his achim, the Bnei HaMelech, and all the
anshei Yehudahwhowere avadim of HaMelech;

10ButNatanHaNavi, andBenayah, and theGibborim, andSh'lomohisbrother, he invited
not.

11Wherefore Natan spoke unto Bat-Sheva em Sh'lomo, saying, Hast thou not heard that
Adoniyah Ben Chaggit becameMelech, and Dovid adoneinu knoweth it not?

12 Therefore come, let me, now, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own
nefesh, and the nefesh of thy ben Sh'lomo.

13Go and get thee in unto HaMelech Dovid, and say unto him, Didst not thou, adoni, O
HaMelech, swear unto thine amah (maid servant, handmaid) saying, Assuredly Sh'lomo
thy ben shall reign as Melech after me, and he shall sit upon my kisse? Why then doth
Adoniyah reign as Melech?

14Hinei, while thou yet speakest therewith HaMelech, I alsowill come in after thee, and
confirm thy devarim.

15 And Bat-Sheva went in unto HaMelech into the cheder; and HaMelech was zaken
me'od; and Avishag HaShunammit attended unto HaMelech.

16And Bat-Sheva bowed, and did obeisance unto HaMelech. And HaMelech said, What
wouldest thou?

17Andshe saiduntohim,Adoni, thoudidst swearbyHASHEMEloheichaunto thineamah,
saying, Assuredly Sh'lomo thy ben shall reign asMelech afterme, and he shall sit uponmy
kisse.

18 And now, hinei, Adoniyah reigneth as Melech; and now, adoni HaMelech, thou
knowest it not;

19And he hath sacrificed shor and fatted bull and tzon in abundance, and hath invited
all the Bnei HaMelech, and Evyatar (Abiathar) HaKohen, and Yoav the Sar HaTzava; but
Sh'lomo thy eved hath he not invited.

20And thou, adoni HaMelech, the eyes of kol Yisroel are upon thee, that thou shouldest
tell themwho shall sit on the kisse adoni HaMelech after him.

21Otherwise it shall come topass,whenadoniHaMelech shall liewithhis avot, that I and
beni (my son) Sh'lomo shall be counted chatta'im.

22And, hinei, while she yet was speaking with HaMelech, Natan HaNavi also came in.
23 And they told HaMelech, saying, Hinei Natan HaNavi! And when he was come in

before HaMelech, he bowed himself before HaMelech with his face to the ground.
24AndNatan said, Adoni HaMelech, hast thou said, Adoniyah shall reign asMelech after

me, and he shall sit uponmy kisse?
25 For he has gone down this day, and hath sacrificed shor and fatted bull and tzon in

abundance, and hath invited all the Bnei HaMelech, and the sarei hatzava, and Evyatar
(Abiathar)HaKohen; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, Yechi HaMelech
Adoniyahu (long live HaMelech Adoniyah)!

* 1:6 immo
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26Butme, evenme thy eved, and TzadokHaKohen, and Benayah Ben Yehoyada, and thy
eved Sh'lomo, hath he not invited.

27 Is this thing done by adoni HaMelech, and thou hast not showed it unto thy eved, even
who should sit on the kisse adoni HaMelech after him?

28 Then HaMelech Dovid answered and said, Call me Bat-Sheva. And she came into the
presence of HaMelech, and stood before HaMelech.

29AndHaMelech swore a shevu'a (oath), and said, AsHASHEM liveth, that hath redeemed
my nefesh out of kol tzarah,

30 Even as I swore a shevu'a unto thee by HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, saying, Assuredly
Sh'lomo thy ben shall reign as Melech after me, he shall sit upon my kisse in my place;
so will I certainly do this day.

31ThenBat-Shevabowedwithher face toeretz, anddid reverence toHaMelech, andsaid,
Yechi adoni HaMelech Dovid l'olam (long live adoni HaMelech forever)!

32AndHaMelechDovid said, Callme TzadokHaKohen, andNatanHaNavi, and Benayah
Ben Yehoyada. And they came before HaMelech.

33HaMelech also said unto them, Take with you the avadim of adoneichem, and have
Sh'lomo beni (my son) to ride uponmine ownmule, and bring him down to Gichon;†

34And let Tzadok HaKohen and Natan HaNavi mashach (anoint) him thereMelech over
Yisroel; and blow ye with the shofar, and say, Yechi HaMelech Sh'lomo.

35Then ye shall come up after him, that hemay come and sit uponmy kisse; for he shall
beMelech inmy place; and I have appointed him to be Nagid (ruler) over Yisroel and over
Yehudah.

36 And Benayah Ben Yehoyada answered HaMelech, and said, Omein; And so may
HASHEM Elohei adoni HaMelech say.

37 As HASHEM hath been with adoni HaMelech, even so may He be with Sh'lomo, and
make his kisse greater than the kisse of adoni HaMelech Dovid.

38 So Tzadok HaKohen, and Natan HaNavi, and Benayah Ben Yehoyada, and the Kereti,
and the Peleti, went down, and had Sh'lomo ride upon the mule of HaMelech Dovid, and
brought him to Gichon.

39And TzadokHaKohen took a keren of shemen out of the ohel, andmashach (anointed)
Sh'lomo. And they blew the shofar; and kol HaAm shouted, Yechi HaMelech Sh'lomo!

40And kol HaAmcameup after him, and the people played chalilim (flutes), and rejoiced
with simchah gedolah, so that ha'aretz split with the sound of them.

41And Adoniyah and kol hakeru'im (all the invited ones) that were with him heard it as
they had made an end of eating. And when Yoav heard the kol hashofar, he said, Why is
the sound of the Ir in an uproar?

42 And while he yet spoke, hinei, Yonatan Ben Evyatar (Abiathar) HaKohen came; and
Adoniyah said unto him, Come, for thou art an ish chayil, and tov tevaser (bringest good
tidings).

43 And Yonatan answered and said to Adoniyah, Just the opposite! Verily adoneinu
HaMelech Dovid hathmade Sh'lomoMelech!

44AndHaMelech hath sentwith him TzadokHaKohen, andNatanHaNavi, and Benayah
Ben Yehoyada, and the Kereti, and the Peleti, and they have had him ride upon pirdah
(mule) of HaMelech:

45 And Tzadok HaKohen and Natan HaNavi have anointed him Melech at Gichon; and
they are come up from there rejoicing, so that the city rang out. This is the noise that ye
have heard.

46And also Sh'lomo sitteth on the kisse hameluchah.
47Andmoreover theavadimofHaMelechcame tomakeabrochaonadoneinuHaMelech

Dovid, saying, May your G-d make the shem of Sh'lomo more famous than thy shem, and
make his kisse greater than thy kisse. And HaMelech bowed himself upon the mishkav
(bed).

48Also so said HaMelech, Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Who hath given one to sit on
my kisse this day, mine eyes even seeing it.

49And kol hakeruvim (all the invited ones) that were with Adoniyah were terrified, and
rose up, and went every ish his own derech.‡

50AndAdoniyah feared because of Sh'lomo, and arose, andwent, and caught hold of the
karnayim of theMizbe'ach.

† 1:33 See Yn 12:14 ‡ 1:49 See Isa 53:6
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51And itwas told Sh'lomo, saying, Hinei, Adoniyah fearethHaMelech Sh'lomo; for, hinei,
he hath caught hold of the karnayim of theMizbe'ach, saying, Let Melech Sh'lomo swear a
shevua (oath) untome today that he will not slay his eved with the cherev.

52And Sh'lomo said, If hewill showhimself a ben chayil (a son ofworthiness), there shall
not a hair of him fall to ha'aretz; but if ra'ah (wickedness) shall be found in him, he shall
die.§

53 So HaMelech Sh'lomo sent, and they brought him down from the Mizbe'ach. And he
came and bowed himself to Melech Sh'lomo; and Sh'lomo said unto him, Go to thine bais.

2
1 Now the days of Dovid drew near that he should die; and he charged Sh'lomo Bno,

saying,
210 I go the derech kol ha'aretz; be thou chazak therefore, and show thyself a man;
3 And be shomer over the mishmeret (requirement, charge) of HASHEM Eloheicha, to

walk in His derakhim, to be shomer over His chukkot (decrees), and His mitzvot, and His
mishpatim (ordinances), and His edot (testimonies), as it is written in the Torat Moshe, so
that thoumayest prosper in all that thou doest, and wherever thou turnest;

4So thatHASHEMmayupholdHisDavar (Word, Promise)whichHe spoke concerningme,
saying, If thy banimare shomer over their derech, towalk beforeMe in emeswith all their
lev and with all their nefesh, there shall not yikaret l'cha (be cut off of you, fail thee) Ish on
the Kisse Yisroel.

5Moreover thou knowest alsowhat Yoav Ben Tzeruyah did tome, andwhat he did to the
two sarim of the Tzivos Yisroel (Armies of Yisroel), unto Avner Ben Ner, and unto Amasa
Ben Yeter, whom he killed, and the shefach dahm of war in shalom (peacetime), and put
the dahmofmilchamah (war)uponhis khagorah (sword belt) thatwas about his loins, and
on his na'alayim (sandals) that were on his raglayim.

6Do therefore according to thy chochmah, and let not his gray head go down to Sheol in
shalom.

7But show chesed unto the Bnei Barzillai the Gil'adi, and let them be of those that eat at
thy shulchan; for so they stood bymewhen I fled from before Avshalom achicha.

8And, hinei, thouhastwith thee Shime'i BenGera theBen-HaYemini of Bachurim,which
cursed me with a kelalah (curse) nimretzet (grievous, strong) on the day when I went to
Machanayim; but he came down to meet me at Yarden, and I swore a shevu'ah to him by
HASHEM, saying, I will not put thee to death with the cherev.

9Now therefore hold him not guiltless; for thou art an ish chacham, and knowest what
thou oughtest to do unto him; but his gray head bring thou downwith dahm to She'ol.

10 So Dovid slept with his avot, and was buried in Ir Dovid.
11 And the yamim that Dovid reigned as Melech over Yisroel were arba'im shanah;

sheva shanim reigned he in Chevron, and shloshim v'shalosh shanim reigned he in
Yerushalayim.

12Then sat Sh'lomo upon the Kisse Dovid Aviv; andMalchuso was firmly established.
13And Adoniyah Ben Chaggit came to Bat-Sheva Em Sh'lomo. And she said, Comest thou

in shalom? And he said, Shalom.
14He saidmoreover, I have davar to say unto thee. And she said, Say on.
15And he said, Thou hast da'as that the meluchah (kingdom, monarchy) was mine, and

that kol Yisroel set their faces onme, that I should reign asMelech; howbeit themeluchah
has veered, and is becomemy brotherʼs; for it was his fromHASHEM.

16And now I ask thee one she'elah: refuse me not. And she said unto him, Say on.
17Andhe said, Speak, now, unto Sh'lomoHaMelech, (for hewill not say thee nay,) that he

give me Avishag HaShunammit as isha.
18And Bat-Sheva said, Tov; I will speak for thee unto HaMelech.
19 Bat-Sheva therefore went unto HaMelech Sh'lomo, to speak unto him for Adoniyah.

AndHaMelech rose up tomeet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down onhis kisse,
and caused a kisse to be set for EmHaMelech; and she sat on his yamin (right hand).

20Then she said, I desire one small she'elah of thee; now, sayme not nay. AndHaMelech
said unto her, Ask on, immi: for I will not say thee nay.

21And she said, Let Avishag HaShunammit be given to Adoniyah thy brother as isha.
22 And HaMelech Sh'lomo answered and said unto immo, And why dost thou request

Avishag HaShunammit for Adoniyah? Ask for him the meluchah also; for he is achi
hagadol; even for him, for Evyatar HaKohen, and for Yoav Ben Tzeruyah.

§ 1:52 Ro 6:23
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23Then HaMelech Sh'lomo swore a shevu'a by HASHEM, saying, Elohim do so to me, and
more also, if Adoniyah have not spoken this davar against his own nefesh.

24Nowtherefore,HASHEMChai (asHASHEMliveth),whichhathestablishedme, andsetme
on theKisseDovidAvi, andwhohathmademeaBayit ([Davidic]Dynasty), asHe promised,
Adoniyah shall be executed this day.

25AndHaMelech Sh'lomo sent by the yadBenayahBenYehoyada; andhe struckhim that
he died.

26And unto Evyatar (Abiathar) HaKohen said HaMelech, Get thee to Anatot, unto thine
own sadot; for ishmavet atah (You are aman deserving of death); but I will not this day put
thee to death, because thouborest theAronAdonoiHASHEMbeforeDovidAvi, andbecause
thou hast shared hardship in all wherein Avi endured hardship.*

27 So Sh'lomo thrust out Evyatar (Abiathar) from being Kohen unto HASHEM; in order to
fulfill the Devar HASHEM, which He had spoken at Shiloh concerning the Bais Eli.†

28Then news came to Yoav; for Yoav had inclined after Adoniyah, though he turned not
to take sides with Avshalom. And Yoav fled unto the Ohel HASHEM, and caught hold the
karnot HaMizbe'ach.

29And it was told Melech Sh'lomo that Yoav was fled unto the Ohel HASHEM; and, hinei,
he is beside theMizbe'ach. ThenSh'lomo sent BenayahBenYehoyada, saying, Go, fall upon
him.

30AndBenayahcame to theOhelHASHEM, andsaiduntohim, Thus saithHaMelech, Come
forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benayah brought HaMelech word again,
saying, Thus said Yoav, and thus he answeredme.

31AndHaMelech saiduntohim,Doashehath said, and fall uponhim, andburyhim; that
thoumayest take away fromme the demei chinnam (innocent blood), the shefach dahm of
Yoav, even from against the Bais Avi.

32 And HASHEM shall return his dahm upon his own rosh, who fell upon two anashim
more tzaddikimand tovimthanhe, andkilled themwith thecherev,DovidAvinotknowing
thereof: Avner Ben Ner, Sar Tzava Yisroel, and Amasa Ben Yeter, Sar Tzava Yehudah.

33Let their dahm therefore turn back upon the rosh Yoav, and upon the rosh of his zera
l'olam; but upon Dovid, and upon his Zera, and upon his Bais, and upon his Kisse, let there
be shalom ad olam fromHASHEM.

34 So Benayah Ben Yehoyada went up, and fell upon him, and executed him; and he was
buried in his bais (house),‡ in themidbar.

35And in his place HaMelech put Benayah Ben Yehoyada in charge of the Tzava (Army);
and Tzadok HaKohen did HaMelech put in the place of Evyatar.

36And HaMelech sent and summoned Shime'i, and said unto him, Build thee a bayit in
Yerushalayim, and dwell there, and go not go out from there anywhere.

37For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the Kidron Valley, thou
shalt know for certain that mot tamut (thou shalt surely die); thy dahm shall be upon thine
own rosh.

38 And Shime'i said unto HaMelech, Tov HaDavar (good is the word); just as adoni
HaMelech hath said, so will thy eved do. And Shime'i dwelt in Yerushalayim yamim
rabbim.

39 And it came to pass at the end of shalosh shanim, that two of the avadim of Shime'i
ran away unto Akhish BenMa'achahMelech Gat. And they told Shime'i, saying, Hinei, thy
avadim are in Gat.

40And Shime'i arose, and saddled his chamor, andwent to Gat to Akhish to search for his
avadim; and Shime'i went, and brought back his avadim from Gat.

41 And it was told Sh'lomo that Shime'i had gone from Yerushalayim to Gat, and had
returned.

42AndHaMelech sent and summoned Shime'i, and said unto him, Did I notmake thee to
swear a shevu'ah by HASHEM, and adjured thee,§ saying, Know for a certain, on the yom
thou goest out, and walkest abroad any place whatever* that mot tamut (thou shalt surely
die)? And thou saidst untome, TovHaDavar Sha'ma'ti (Thegoodword Iwill hear, Iwill obey).

43Why then hast thou not been shomer over the Shevuat HASHEM, and theMitzvah that
I have charged thee with?

44HaMelech saidmoreover toShime'i, Thouknowest all the ra'ahwhich thine lev isprivy
to, that thou didst to Dovid Avi; therefore HASHEM shall return thy ra'ah upon thine own
rosh;
* 2:26 See 2Ti 4:5 † 2:27 See 1Sm 2:30-35 ‡ 2:34 i.e. in court or garden of his house § 2:42 i.e., under oath
* 2:42 outside Yerushalayim
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45And HaMelech Sh'lomo baruch, and the Kisse Dovid shall be nakhon (secure) before
HASHEM ad olam.

46 So HaMelech commanded Benayah Ben Yehoyada, who went and fell upon him, that
he died. Themamlachah was established in the yad Sh'lomo.

3
1And Sh'lomomade an alliance with PharaohMelech Mitzrayim, and took Bat Pharaoh

as isha, and brought her to Ir Dovid, until he had completed building his Bais (palace), and
also the Beis HASHEM, and the surrounding chomat Yerushalayim.

2However HaAm were sacrificing in the high places, because there was no Bayit built
unto the Shem of HASHEM in those days.

3 And Sh'lomo loved HASHEM, walking in the chukkot Dovid Aviv; however he was
sacrificing and burning ketoret at the high places.

4AndHaMelechwent to Giv'on to sacrifice there; for that was the bamah hagedolah (the
great high place); a thousand olot did Sh'lomo offer upon that mizbe'ach.

5 In Giv'on HASHEM appeared to Sh'lomo in a chalom halailah; Elohim said, Ask what I
should give thee.

6 And Sh'lomo said, Thou hast showed unto Thy eved Dovid Avi chesed gadol (great
mercy), according as he walked before Thee in emes, and in tzedakah, and in yesharah
levav (uprightness of heart)with Thee; and Thou hast been shomer to preserve this chesed
hagadol for him, that Thou hast given him* ben to sit on his kisse, as is this day.

7And now, HASHEM Elohai, Thou hast made Thy eved Melech in the place of Dovid Avi;
and I am but a na'ar katon (little child); I know not how to go out or come in.

8And Thy eved is in the midst of Thy people which Thou hast chosen, an Am Rav, that
cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.

9Give therefore Thy eved a lev shome'a (discerning heart, mind) to govern Thy people,
that I may discern between tov and rav; for who is sufficient to judge this Thy so great a
people?

10And the davar was pleasing in the eyes of Adonoi, that Sh'lomo had made request of
this davar.

11 And Elohim said unto him, Because thou hast made request of this davar, and hast
not requested for thyself yamim rabbim; neither hast requested osher for thyself, nor hast
requested the nefesh of thine oyevim; but hast requested for thyself binah to comprehend
mishpat;

12Hinei, I have done according to thy devarim; hinei, I have given thee a discerning lev
chacham; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise
like unto thee.

13And I have also given thee that which thou hast not requested, both osher, and kavod;
so that there shall not be any among theMelachim like unto thee all thy yamim.

14And if thouwilt walk inMy derakhim, to be shomer overMy chukkot andMymitzvot,
as Dovid Avicha did walk, then I will lengthen thy yamim.

15 And Sh'lomo awoke; and, hinei, it was a chalom! And he returned to Yerushalayim,
and stood before the Aron Brit Adonoi, and offered up olot, and offered shelamim, and
made amishteh (feast) for all his avadim.

16 Then came there two nashim, that were zonot (harlots, prostitutes) unto HaMelech,
and stood before him.

17And the one isha said, O adoni, I and this isha dwell in one bayit; and I was delivered
of child with her babayit (in the house).

18And it came to pass the Yom HaShelishi after that I was delivered, that this isha was
delivered also: andwewere together; therewasno zar (stranger, outsider)withus babayit,
except we two babayit.

19And this ben haisha died in the lailah; because she had lain upon him.
20And she arose in themiddle of the lailah, and took beni (my son) frombesideme,while

thineamah (handmaid) slept, and laid it inherkheyk (bosom), and laidherbenhamet (dead
son) in my kheyk.

21 And when I rose in the boker to nurse beni, hinei, met! (dead!) But when I had
examined him in the boker, hinei, he was not beni I bore!

22And the isha ha'acheret (otherwoman) said, Lo (no); but hachai (the living) is beni (my
son), and hamet (the dead) is the ben of yours. But this one said, Lo (no), the ben of yours is
hamet (the dead [one]), and beni is hachai! Thus they went on arguing before HaMelech!

* 3:6 Dovid
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23Then said HaMelech, The one saith, This is beni (my son) hachai (the living [one]), and
thy ben is hamet (the dead [one]); and the other saith, Lo; but the ben of yours is hamet, and
beni is hachai.

24AndHaMelech said, Bringmeacherev. And theybrought the cherevbeforeHaMelech.
25And HaMelech said, Cut the yeled hachai in two, and give half to the one, and half to

the other.
26 Then spoke unto HaMelech the isha whose was the ben hachai, for her rachamim

yearned for her ben, and she said, O adoni, give her the yeled hachai, and in no wise put
him to death. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but cut him in two!

27ThenHaMelech answered and said, Give her the yeled hachai, and in nowise put him
to death; she is immo (his mother).

28Andkol Yisroel heard of themishpat (judgment) inwhichHaMelechhad given verdict;
and they feared HaMelech; for they saw that the chochmat Elohim was within him, to
administer mishpat (justice).

4
1 So HaMelech Sh'lomowasMelech over kol Yisroel.
2And these were the sarimwhich he had; Azaryah Ben Tzadok HaKohen,
3 Elichoreph and Achiyah, the Bnei Shisha, Sofrim (scribes); Yehoshaphat Ben Achilud,

the Mazkir (secretary).
4 And Benayah Ben Yehoyada was over the Tzava (army); and Tzadok and Evyatar

(Abiathar)were the Kohanim;
5And Azaryah Ben Natan was over the Nitzavim (commissioners) and Zavud Ben Natan

kohen re'eh HaMelech;
6And Achishar was over the Bais (palace); and Adoniram Ben Avda was over the forced

labor.
7 And Sh'lomo had twelve Nitzavim (commissioners) over kol Yisroel, which provided

provision forHaMelech andhis Bais (palace); eachmanhismonth in a shanah (year)made
provision.

8And these are their shemot; Ben-Chur, in har Ephrayim;
9Ben-Deker inMakatz, and in Sha'albim, and Beit-Shemesh, and Elon Beit-Chanan;
10Ben-Chesed, in Arubot; to him pertained Sokhoh, and kol Eretz Chepher;
11Ben-Avinadav, in kol Naphat Dor; which had Taphat Bat Sh'lomo as his isha;
12Ba'ana Ben Achilud; Ta'nakh andMegiddo, and kol Beit-She'an, which is near Tzartan

below Yizre'el (Jezreel), from Beit-She'an to Avel-Mecholah, even unto beyond Yokme'am;
13Ben-Gever, in Ramot Gil'ad; to him pertained the towns of Yair Ben Menasheh, which

are inGil'ad; tohimalsopertained the regionofArgov,which is inBashan, threescore arim
gedolimwith chomah and gate bars of nechoshet;

14Achinadav Ben Iddo hadMachanayim;
15Achima'atz was in Naphtali; he also took Basmat Bat Sh'lomo as his isha;
16Ba'ana Ben Chushai was in Asher and in Alot;
17Yehoshaphat Ben Paruach, in Yissakhar;
18 Shime'i Ben Elah, in Binyamin;
19 Gever Ben Uri was in Eretz Gil'ad, in Eretz Sichon Melech Emori, and of Og Melech

HaBashan; and he was the only Netziv (commissioner)which was in the land.
20Yehudah and Yisroel were many, as the chol (sand)which is by the yam in multitude,

eating and drinking, and rejoicing.

5
1 And Sh'lomo reigned as Melech over kol hamamlechot (all the kingdoms) from the

Nahar ([Euphrates] River) unto Eretz Pelishtim (Philistines), and unto the border of
Mitzrayim: they brought minchah (tribute), and served Sh'lomo all the days of his life.

2And Lechem Sh'lomo for one day was thirty kor of solet (fine flour), and threescore kor
of flour,

3 Ten stall fed bakar, and twenty bakar out of the pastures, and a hundred tzon, beside
deer, and gazelle, and roebuck, and choice fowl.

4For he had dominion over all the region beyond theNahar, fromTiphsach even toAzah
(Gaza), over all the melachim beyond the Nahar;* and he had shalom on all sides around
him.

* 5:4 i.e., west of the Euphrates
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5 And Yehudah and Yisroel dwelt securely, every ish under his gefen and under his
te'enah (fig tree), from Dan even to Be'er-Sheva, all the days of Sh'lomo.

6And Sh'lomo had forty thousand stalls of susim for his merkavot, and twelve thousand
parashim.

7And these Nitzavim† provided for HaMelech Sh'lomo, and for all that came near unto
Shulchan HaMelech Sh'lomo, every ish in his chodesh; they lacked nothing.

8 Se'orim (barley) also and straw for the susim and swift steeds brought they unto the
makom (place) where it should be, each according to his mishpat (charge, quota, duty,
responsibility).

9 And Elohim gave Sh'lomo chochmah and tevunah (understanding, insight) exceeding
much, and rochav lev (largeness of heart), even as the chol (sand) that is on the seashore.

10And the chochmah Sh'lomo excelled the chochmat kol Bnei Kedem and kol chochmat
Mitzrayim.

11For he was wiser than kol Adam; than Eitan the Ezrachi, and Heman, and Kalkol, and
Darda, the Bnei Machol; and shmowas in kol HaGoyim all around.

12And he uttered three thousand mashal; and his shir (songs) were one thousand and
five.

13 And he spoke of etzim (trees), from the erez (cedar tree) that is in the Levanon even
unto the ezov (hyssop) which grows out of the wall; he spoke also of behemah (animal),
and of oph (fowl, bird), and of remes (crawling creature), and of dagim (fish).

14And there cameof kolAmim tohear the chochmat Sh'lomo, fromkolMalkheiHa'Aretz,
which had heard of his chochmah.

15AndChiramMelechTzor sent his avadimunto Sh'lomo; for hehadheard that they had
anointed himMelech in the place of his av; for Chiramwas ever an ohev (friend) of Dovid.

16And Sh'lomo sent to Chiram, saying,
17 Thou knowest how that Dovid Avi could not build Bayit unto the Shem of HASHEM

Elohav due to the milchamahwhich was about him on every side, until HASHEM put them
under the kappot (soles) of his raglayim.

18But nowHASHEMElohai hath givenme rest on every side, so that there is neither satan
(adversary) nor pega rah (evil occurrence, misfortune).

19 And, now behold, I purpose to build a Beis for the Shem of HASHEM Elohai, just as
HASHEM spokeuntoDovidAvi, saying, Binecha‡whomIwill set upon thyKisse in thyplace,
he shall build HaBayit for My Shem.

20 Now therefore command thou that they cut for me arazim (cedar trees) out of the
Levanon; andmy avadim shall bewith thy avadim; and unto theewill I give sachar (wage)
for thy avadim according to all that thou shalt appoint; for thou knowest that there is not
among us any that are skilled to hew etzim (wood, timber) like unto the Tzidonim.

21 And it came to pass, when Chiram heard the divrei Sh'lomo, that he rejoiced with
simchah me'od, and said, Baruch HASHEM this day, Who hath given unto Dovid a ben
chacham over HaAmHarav hazeh (this great people).

22And Chiram sent to Sh'lomo, saying, I have considered the things which thou sentest
to me for; and I will do all thy chefetz (desire) concerning atzei arazim (cedar timber), and
concerning atzei b'roshim (cypress wood).

23My avadim shall bring them down from the Levanon unto the yam (sea),§ and I will
convey them by yam on rafts unto the makom (place) that thou shalt appoint me, and will
cause them tobe discharged there, and thou shalt receive them; and thou shalt accomplish
my chefetz (desire), in giving lechem for my bais (household).

24 So Chiram gave Sh'lomo atzei arazim (cedar logs) and atzei b'roshim (cypress wood)
according to all his chefetz.

25 And Sh'lomo gave Chiram twenty thousand kor of chittim (wheat) for provision for
his bais, and twenty kor of shemen katit (pressed olive oil): thus gave Sh'lomo to Chiram
shanah b'shanah.

26AndHASHEM gave Sh'lomo chochmah, just as He promised him; and therewas shalom
between Chiram and Sh'lomo; and they had a brit (treaty, a political alliance), the two of
them.

27And HaMelech Sh'lomo conscripted mas (forced labor) out of kol Yisroel; and the mas
was thirty thousand ish.

28And he sent them to the Levanon, ten thousand a month by chalifot (courses, shifts);
a month they were in the Levanon, and two months they were b'bayit (at home); and
Adoniramwas in charge of themas.

† 5:7 al kol Yisroel, see 4:7-19 ‡ 5:19 i.e., Ben Dovid § 5:23 i.e., Mediterranean Sea
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29 And Sh'lomo had threescore and ten thousand that were burden bearers, and
fourscore thousand whowere stone cutters in the har (mountains);

30 This was in addition to the chief of Sh'lomoʼs Nitzavim, who were over the project,
three thousand three hundred, who supervised the people that wrought in the work.

31And HaMelech commanded, and avanim gedolot (great stones) they quarried, costly
stones, to lay the foundation of the Bayit with hewn stones.

32And the Bonei Sh'lomo and Bonei Chiram did chisel them, and the stonesquarers; so
they prepared etzim (timber) and avanim (stones) to build the Bayit.*

6
1And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the Bnei Yisroel were

come out of Eretz Mitzrayim, in the fourth year of Sh'lomoʼs reign over Yisroel, in the
month Ziv, which is the secondmonth, that he began to build the Beis HASHEM.

2And the Beis* which king Sh'lomo built for HASHEM, the length thereof was threescore
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits.

3And the Ulam (Portico) in front of theHeikhal of the Beis,† twenty cubits was the length
thereof, according to the breadth of the Beis;‡ and ten cubits was the breadth thereof
projecting in front of the Beis.§

4And for the Beis* hemade embrasures.
5 And against the wall of the Beis he built chambers round about, against the walls of

the Beis round about, both of the Heikhal and of the Debir; and he made chambers round
about;

6 The lowest story was five cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the
third was seven cubits broad; for without in the wall of the Beis he made narrow ledges
round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the Beis.

7 And the Beis, when it was under construction, was built of stone made ready before
it was brought there; so was neither hammer nor chisel nor any tool of iron heard in the
Beis, while it was under construction.

8 The door for the middle story was in the right side of the Beis; and they went up with
winding stairs into themiddle chamber, and out of themiddle into the third.

9 So he built the Beis, and finished it; and covered the Beis with beams and boards of
cedar.

10And then he built chambers against all the Beis, five cubits high; and they rested on
the Beis with timber of cedar.

11And the Devar HASHEM came to Sh'lomo, saying,
12 Concerning this Beis which thou art building, if thou wilt walk in My statutes, and

execute My judgments, and be shomer over all My mitzvot to walk in them; then will I
performMyword (promise)with thee, which I spoke unto Dovid thy father;

13And I will dwell among the Bnei Yisroel, and will not forsakeMy people Yisroel.
14 So Sh'lomo built the Beis, and finished it.
15Andhe built thewalls of the Beiswithinwith boards of cedar, from thefloor of the Beis

to the rafters of the ceiling; and he covered themon the insidewithwood, and covered the
floor of the Beis with planks of cypress.

16And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the Beis, from the floor to the rafters with
boards of cedar; he even built them for it within, even for the Debir, even for the Kodesh
HaKodashim.

17And the Beis, that is, the Heikhal in front of it, was forty cubits long.
18 And the cedar of the Beis within was carved with gourds and open flowers; all was

cedar; there was no stone seen.
19And the Devir he prepared in the Beis within, to set there the Aron Brit HASHEM.
20And the Devir was twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty

cubits in the height thereof; and he overlaid it with pure zahav (gold); and so covered the
mizbe'ach which was of cedar.

21 So Sh'lomo overlaid the Beis within with pure zahav (gold); and he drew chains of
zahav (gold) across, in front of the Devir; and he overlaid it with zahav.

22 And the whole interior he overlaid with zahav (gold), in order that kol haBeis be
perfect; also thewholeMizbe'ach that belonged to the Devir he overlaidwith zahav (gold).

23Andwithin the Devir hemade two keruvim of olive wood, each ten cubits high.

* 5:32 the Beis Hamikdash — see Ps 118:22 and Isa 53 * 6:2 Hamikdash † 6:3 Hamikdash ‡ 6:3 Hamikdash
§ 6:3Hamikdash * 6:4Hamikdash
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24 And five cubits was the one wing of the keruv, and five cubits the other wing of the
keruv; from the uttermost part of the one wing unto the uttermost part of the other were
ten cubits.

25And the other keruv was ten cubits; both the keruvim were of one measure and one
size.

26The height of the one keruv was ten cubits, and so was it of the other keruv.
27And he set the keruvim within the inner room; and they stretched forth the wings of

the keruvim, so that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the wing of the other
keruv touched theotherwall; and theirwings touchedoneanother in themidst ofHaBayit.

28And he overlaid the keruvimwith zahav (gold).
29Andhe carved all thewalls of theBeis roundaboutwith carvedfigures of keruvimand

palm trees and open flowers, within and without.
30And the floor of the Beis he overlaid with zahav (gold), within and without.
31And for the entering of the Devir he made doors of olive wood; the lintel and the five-

sided door posts.
32The two doors alsowere of olivewood; and he carved upon them carvings of keruvim

and palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid them with zahav, and spread zahav upon
the keruvim, and upon the palm trees.

33 So also made he for the entrance of the Heikhal four-sided door posts of olive wood.
34And the two doors were of cypress wood; the two leaves of the one door were folding,

and the two leaves of the other door were folding.
35And he carved thereon keruvim and palm trees and open flowers; and covered them

with zahav fitted upon the carved work.
36Andhebuilt the inner courtwith three rowsofhewed stone, anda rowof cedarbeams.
37 In the fourth year was the foundation of the Beis HASHEM laid, in themonth Ziv;
38 And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, was the Beis

finished throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So was he
sheva shanim (seven years) in building it.

7
1But Sh'lomowas building his ownBais (palace complex) thirteen years, and he finished

all his Bais.
2He built also the Bais Ya'ar HaLevanon; the length thereof was a hundred cubits, and

thewidth thereof fifty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar
pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars.

3 And it was roofed in erez (cedar) above the tzela'ot (chambers, side-rooms) upon the
ammudim; there were forty-five, fifteen per row.

4And there were shekufim (windows) in three rows, and outlook was opposite outlook,
shalosh pe'amim (three times).

5 And all the petachim and mezuzot were framed four-sided by beams; and outlook
opposite outlook, shalosh pe'amim (three times).

6 And he made Ulam HaAmmudim (Hall of Pillars); the length thereof was fifty cubits,
and the width thereof thirty cubits: and the ulam (portico)was in front of them;* and the
other ammudim†with the thick beamwere before them.

7Then he made Ulam HaKisse where he would judge, even the Ulam HaMishpat; and it
was covered with erez (cedar) from floor to floor.‡

8AndhisBais (palace)wherehedweltwhichwas inanotherkhatzer (courtyard) inwards
from the Ulam,§ was similar in workmanship. Sh'lomo made also a Bais for Bat Pharaoh,
whom he had taken as isha, and the Bais (palace) hemade was like this Ulam.

9All thesewere of expensive stone, according to themeasure of hewed stones, filedwith
files, outside and inside, even from the foundation unto the ceiling, and from without to
the Khatzer HaGedolah (the Great Court).

10And the foundationwas laidwith expensive stones, even avanim gedolot, stones of 10
cubits, and stones of 8 cubits.

11And above were expensive avanim, after themeasure of hewed stones, and cedars.
12 And the Khatzer HaGedolah (Great Court) was formed of shloshah — three courses

of hewn stones, and a course of hewn cedar beams, as in the Beis HASHEMʼs Khatzer
HaPenimit (Innermost Court) and for the UlamHaBeis.*

13And HaMelech Sh'lomo sent and brought back Chiram from Tzor.

* 7:6 i.e., the petachim † 7:6 for the portico roof ‡ 7:7 i.e., covering the entire floor § 7:8HaKisse * 7:12
HaMikdash
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14Hewasben ishaalmanahof the tribeofNaphtali, andavivwasan ishofTzor, akhoresh
nechoshet and he was filled with chochmah and tevanah, and da'as to work all works in
nechoshet. And he came to HaMelech Sh'lomo, and wrought all his work.

15For he cast two ammudimof nechoshet, of 18 cubits high apiece; and a line of 12 cubits
did compass either of them about.

16And he made two capitals of mutzak nechoshet (cast bronze), to set upon the tops of
the ammudim; the height of the one capitalwas 5 cubits, and the height of the other capital
was 5 cubits:

17And plaiting of net work, and ropes of chain work, for the capitals which were upon
the top of the ammudim, seven for the one capital, and seven for the other capital.

18 And he made the ammudim, and two rows around the one network, to cover the
capitals that were upon the rosh (top) with pomegranates; and the same did he for the
second capital.

19And the capitals that were upon the rosh of the ammudimwere of shushan (lily)work
in the Ulam, four cubits.

20And the capitals upon the two ammudim had pomegranates also above, over against
thebulgewhichwasnext to thenetwork; and thepomegranateswere twohundred in rows
encircling the second capital.

21And he set up the ammudim in the Ulam HaHeikhal; and he set up the right ammud,
and called shmo thereof Yachin (Establish): and he set up the left ammud, and called shmo
thereof Boaz (Strength is in it).

22 And upon the top of the ammudim was shoshan (lily) work; so was the work of the
ammudim completed.

23 And he made a Yam Mutzak (Cast Metal Sea), ten cubits from brim to brim; it was
completely round and its height was 5 cubits; and a line of 30 cubits did measure around
about it.

24And under the brim of it all around about there were knobs surrounding it, ten in a
cubit, encompassing the Yam all around about; the knobs were cast in two rows, when it
was cast.

25 It stood upon twelve bakar (oxen), shalosh looking toward tzafonah (north), and
shalosh looking toward the yammah (west), and shalosh looking toward the negbah
(south), and shalosh looking toward themizrachah (east); and the Yamwas set above upon
them, and all their haunches were facing toward the center.

26And it was a hand-breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a
kos, with shoshan blossoms; it could hold two thousand bathmeasures.

27And he made ten Mekhonot (Stands)† of nechoshet; four cubits was the length of one
Stand, and four cubits the width thereof, and three cubits the height of it.

28And the constuction of the Mekhonot was on this manner: they hadmisgerot (panels,
flat sides), and themisgerot were between the shelabim (rods, upright braces);

29And on the misgerot that were between the shelabim were [engraved] arayot (lions)
and bakar (oxen), and keruvim; and upon the shelabim therewas a base above; and below
the arayot and bakar were wreaths of plaited work.

30 And every Mekhonah (Stand) had four nechoshet ofanim (wheels), and axles of
nechoshet; and the four corners thereof had supporting posts; under the Kiyor (Basin)
were supports cast with wreaths on each side.

31And themouth‡within the capital and abovewas a cubit; but the opening thereofwas
circular like the construction of the base, a cubit and an half; and also upon the rim of it
were engravings. The frames were foursquare, not circular.

32And under the frameswere four ofanim (wheels); and the axles of the ofanim (wheels)
were joined to theMekhonah; and the diameter of eachwheelwas a cubit and half a cubit.

33And the construction of the ofanim (wheels)was like the construction of a merkavah
ofan (wheel): their axles, and their hubs, and their rims, and their spokes, were all cast
metal.

34 And there were four supports to the four pinnot (corners) of each stand; and the
supports were of the stand itself.

35And at the top of theMekhonah (Stand)was there a round rim of half a cubit high; and
on the top of the Mekhonah (Stand) the rods thereof and the frames thereof were cast as
one unit.

† 7:27 serving as water carts ‡ 7:31 of the Mekhonah (Stand)
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36For on the luchot of the rods thereof, andon themisgerot (panels) thereof, he engraved
keruvim, arayot, and timorot (palms), according to the proportion of every one, and
wreaths all around.

37After thismanner hemade the tenMekhonot; all of themhad one casting, onemiddah
(size), and one shape.

38 Then made he ten kiyyorot nechoshet (basins of bronze); one kiyor could hold forty
baths; and every kiyor was four cubits; and upon each of the tenMekhonot there was one
kiyor (basin).

39And he put five Mekhonot (Stands) on the right side of the Beis,§ and five on the left
side of theBeis; andhe set theYamon the right side of theBeis eastwardopposite the south.

40 And Chiram made the kiyyrot, and the ya'im (shovels), and the mizrakot (bowls for
sprinkling blood). So Chiram completed all the melachah (work) that he made for Sh'lomo
HaMelech for the Beis HASHEM;

41 The two ammudim, and the two bowls of the capitals that were on the top of the two
ammudim; and the two networks, decorating the two bowls of the capitals which were
upon the top of the ammudim;

42And four hundred rimonim (pomegranates) for the two networks, even two courses
of rimonim (pomegranates) for one network, to decorate the two bowls of the capitals that
were upon the ammudim;

43And the tenMekhonot (stands), and ten Kiyyorot (basins) on theMekhonot;
44And one Yam, and twelve Bakar under the Yam;
45 And the sirot (pots), and the ya'im (shovels), and the mizrakot (bowls for sprinkling

blood); and all these kelim (vessels), whichChirammade for Sh'lomoHaMelech for theBeis
HASHEMwere of burnished nechoshet.

46 In the plain of the Yarden did HaMelech cast them, in the clay of the adamah (ground)
between Sukkot and Tzartan.

47AndSh'lomo left all thekelim (vessels)unweighed, because theywereexceedingmany;
neither was the weight of the nechoshet found out.

48 And Sh'lomo made all the kelim (vessels) that pertained unto the Beis HASHEM: the
Mizbe'ach HaZahav, and the Shulchan HaZahav, whereuponwas the LechemHaPanim,

49And theMenorot of pure zahav, fiveon the right side, andfiveon the left, in front of the
Devir (Most Holy Place), with floral designs, and the nerot (lamps), and themelkachayyim
(tongs) of zahav,

50And the sippot (bowls), and themezammerot (lamp snuffers), and themizrakot (bowls
for sprinkling blood), and the kappot (ladles), and themachtot zahav sagur (hot coal pans of
pure gold), and the gold potot (hinge-sockets) for the daletot (doors) of the Beis HaPenimi,
the Kodesh HaKodashim, and also those for the daletot of the Beis,* that is, the Heikhal.

51Sowas completed all thework that HaMelech Sh'lomomade for the Beis HASHEM. And
Sh'lomo brought in the things which Dovid Aviv had set apart as kodesh; even the kesef,
and the zahav, and the kelim (vessels), did he put among the otzarot (treasures) of the Beis
HASHEM.

8
1ThenSh'lomoassembled theZekenimofYisroel, andall theRasheiHaMattot, theNesi'ei

HaAvot of the Bnei Yisroel, untoHaMelech Sh'lomo in Yerushalayim, that theymight bring
up the Aron Brit HASHEM out of Ir Dovid, which is Tziyon.

2And all the Ish Yisroel assembled themselves unto HaMelech Sh'lomo at the Chag* in
themonth Etanim,†which is the seventhmonth.

3And all the Zekenim of Yisroel came, and the Kohanim took up the Aron.
4And they brought up the Aron HASHEM, and the Ohel Mo'ed and all the kelei hakodesh

that were in the Ohel, even those did the Kohanim and the Levi'im carry up.
5And Sh'lomo HaMelech, and all the Adat Yisroel, that were assembled unto him, were

with him before the Aron, sacrificing tzon and bakar, that could not be told nor numbered
for multitude.

6 And the Kohanim brought in the Aron Brit HASHEM unto its makom, in the Devir
HaBayit, the Kodesh HaKodashim, even under the wings of the keruvim.

7 For the keruvim spread forth their kenafayim (wings) over the place of the Aron, and
the keruvim overshadowed the Aron and the poles thereof.

8They drew out the poles, that the ends of the poles were seen out in the Kodesh before
the Devir, but they were not seen from the outside; there they are unto this day.

§ 7:39HaMikdash * 7:50Hamikdash * 8:2 Sukkot † 8:2 Tishri
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9 There was nothing in the Aron except the two Luchot HaAvanim (Tablets of Stone),
whichMoshe placed there at Chorev, when HASHEM cut a Brit with the Bnei Yisroel, when
they came out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

10And it came to pass, when the Kohanim were come out of the Kodesh, that the anan
filled the Beis HASHEM,

11So that the Kohanim could not stand up tominister because of the anan; for the Kavod
HASHEM had filled the Beis HASHEM.

12Then spoke Sh'lomo,

HASHEM said that He would dwell in the thick cloud.
13 I have surely built Thee
a Beis of habitation,
a Makhon for Thee to abide olamim.

14AndHaMelech turned his face about, andmade a brocha uponKol Kehal Yisroel; (and
Kol Kehal Yisroel were standing);

15And he said, Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, which spoke with His mouth unto Dovid
Avi, and hath with His yad fulfilled it, saying,

16Since the yom that I brought forthMypeople Yisroel out ofMitzrayim, I chose no ir out
of all the Shivtei Yisroel to build a Beis, that Shemi might be therein; but I chose Dovid to
be over My people Yisroel.

17 It was in the levav Dovid Avi to build Bayit for ShemHASHEM Elohei Yisroel.
18 And HASHEM said unto Dovid Avi, Whereas it was in thine lev to build a Beis unto

Shemi, thou didst well that it was in thine lev.
19Nevertheless thou shalt not build the Bayit; but thy ben that shall come forth out of thy

loins, he shall build the Bayit unto Shemi.
20And HASHEM hath fulfilled His Davar that He spoke, and I am risen up in the place of

Dovid Avi, and sit on the Kisse Yisroel, just as HASHEM promised, and have built Bayit for
the ShemHASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

21And I have set there a Makom for the Aron, wherein is the Brit HASHEM, which He cut
with Avoteinu, when He brought them out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

22 And Sh'lomo stood before the Mizbe'ach HASHEM in the presence of all the Kahal
Yisroel, and spread forth his palms toward Shomayim;

23And he said, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, there is no Elohim like Thee, in Shomayim above,
or onHaAretz beneath,who is shomerHaBrit andkeeps chesedwithThyavadim thatwalk
before Thee with all their lev;

24Who hast been shomerwith Thy eved Dovid Avi that Thou promised him; Thou spoke
also with thymouth, and hast fulfilled it with Thine yad, as it is this day.

25Therefore now, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, be shomer with Thy eved Dovid Avi that Thou
promised him, saying, There shall not Yikaret (be cut off, fail) thee an ish in My sight to sit
on the Kisse Yisroel; so that thy banim be shomer over their derech, that they walk before
Me as thou hast walked before Me.

26And now, O Elohei Yisroel, let Thy davar now come true, which Thou spoke unto Thy
eved Dovid Avi.

27 But will Elohim indeed dwell on ha'aretz? Hinei, the Shomayim and the Shemei
HaShomayim cannot contain Thee; howmuch less this Bayit that I have built?

28 Yet turn Thou unto the tefillah of Thy eved, and to his techinnah, HASHEM Elohai, to
pay heed unto the cry and to the tefillah, which Thy eved is davening before Thee today;

29That Thine eyesmay be open toward this Bayit lailah va'yom, even toward theMakom
of which Thou hast said, Shemi shall be there; that Thoumayest pay heed unto the tefillah
which Thy eved shall make towardMakomHazeh.

30Andpay heed Thou to the techinnah of Thy eved, and of Thy people Yisroel, when they
shall daven toward Makom Hazeh; and hear Thou from Shomayim Thy dwelling place;
and when Thou hearest, forgive.

31 If any ish trespass against his neighbor, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to
swear, and the oath come before ThineMizbe'ach in this Bayit;

32Then hear Thou in Shomayim, and do, and judge Thy avadim, condemning the rasha,
to bring his derech upon his rosh; and lehatzeddik (justifying, declaring innocent and
acquitted) the tzaddik, to give him according to his tzedakah.

33When Thy people Yisroel be struck down before the oyev, because they have sinned
against Thee, and shall turn back to Thee, and confess Thy Shem, and daven, and make
supplication unto Thee in this Bayit:
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34Then hear Thou in Shomayim, and forgive the chattat of Thy people Yisroel, and bring
them back unto HaAdamahwhich Thou gavest unto their Avot.

35When Shomayim is shut up, and there is no matar (rain), because they have sinned
against Thee; if theydaven toward thisMakom, and confess Thy Shem, and turn from their
chattat, when Thou afflictest them;

36ThenhearThou inShomayim, and forgive thechattat ofThyavadim, andofThypeople
Yisroel, that Thou teach them the Derech Hatovah wherein they should walk, and give
matar (rain) upon Thy Land, which Thou hast given to Thy people for a nachalah.

37 If there be in HaAretz ra'av, if there be dever, blight, mildew, arbeh, or if there be
grasshopper; if their oyev besiege them in the eretz of their she'arim; whatsoever nega
(plague), whatsoever machalah (disease) there be;

38What tefillah and techinnah bemade by any adam, or by all Thy people Yisroel, which
shall know every man the nega of his own levav, and spread forth his palms toward this
Bayit;

39 Then hear Thou in Shomayim the Makom of Thy dwelling, and forgive, and do, and
give to every ish according to his derech, whose lev Thou knowest; (for Thou, even Thou
only, knowest levav kol Bnei HaAdam);

40That theymay fearTheeall hayamimthat theyare chayyim in theadamahwhichThou
gavest unto Avoteinu.

41Moreover concerninganokhri (foreigner), that is not of ThypeopleYisroel, but cometh
out of a far country for Thy Nameʼs sake;

42 (For they shall hear of Thy Shem HaGadol, and of Thy Yad HaChazakah, and of Thy
stretched out zero'a;) and shall come and daven toward this Bayit;

43Hear Thou in Shomayim the Makom of Thy dwelling, and do according to all that the
nokhri calleth to Thee for; that all peoples of ha'aretzmay knowThy Shem, to fear Thee, as
do Thy people Yisroel; that they may know that this Bayit, which I have built, is called by
Thy Shem.

44 If Thy people go out tomilchamah against their oyev (enemy), in the derech that Thou
shalt send them, and shall davenuntoHASHEM in theDerechHaIrwhichThouhast chosen,
and toward the Bayit that I have built for Thy Shem;

45 Then hear Thou in Shomayim their tefillah and their techinnah, and uphold their
mishpat.

46 If they sin against Thee, (for there is no adam that sinneth not), and Thou be angry
with them, and deliver them to the oyev (enemy), so that they carry them away captives
unto the eretz of the oyev, far or near;

47 Yet if they make in their lev teshuvah in HaAretz where they were carried captives,
and turn, and make techinnah unto Thee in the eretz of them that carried them captives,
saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness;

48And so returnuntoTheewith all their lev, andwith all their nefesh, in the eretz of their
enemies, which led them away captive, and daven unto Thee in the derech (direction) of
their land,whichThou gavest unto their Avot, the IrwhichThouhast chosen, and theBayit
which I have built for Thy Shem;

49 Then hear Thou their tefillah and their techinnah in Shomayim, the Makom of Thy
dwelling, and uphold their cause,

50And forgiveThypeople that have sinnedagainst Thee, andall their peysha'imwherein
they have rebelled against Thee, and give them rachamim before themwho carried them
captive, that theymay have rachamim on them;

51 For they are Thy people, and Thine nachalah, which Thou broughtest forth out of
Mitzrayim, from themidst of the Kur HaBarzel (Furnace of Iron):

52That Thine eyes may be open unto the techinnah of Thy eved, and unto the techinnah
of Thy people Yisroel, to pay heed unto them in all that they call for unto Thee.

53 For Thou didst separate them from among all the peoples of HaAretz, to be Thine
nachalah, as Thou spoke by the yadMoshe Thy Eved, when Thou broughtest Avoteinu out
of Mitzrayim, Adonoi HASHEM,

54 And it was so, that when Sh'lomo had completed davening all this tefillah and
techinnah unto HASHEM, he arose from before the Mizbe'ach HASHEM, from having knelt
on his knees with his palms spread up to Shomayim.

55 And he stood, and made on Kol Kehal Yisroel a brocha with a kol gadol (loud voice),
saying,

56 Baruch HASHEM, that hath given menuchah unto His people Yisroel, according to all
that He promised: there hath not failed one davar of all His good promise, which He
promised by yadMoshe His Eved.
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57HASHEMEloheinu be immanu (with us), as Hewaswith Avoteinu; let Himnot leave us,
nor forsake us;

58 That He may incline levavenu (our hearts) unto Him, to walk in all his ways, and to
be shomer over His mitzvot, and His chukkot, and His mishpatim, which He commanded
Avoteinu.

59And let thesemywords,wherewith Ihavemade techinnahbeforeHASHEM, bekerovim
(near ones) unto HASHEM Eloheinu yomam valailah that He maintain the mishpat (cause)
of His eved, and themishpat of His people Yisroel at all times, as each day requires;

60That all the peoples of ha'aretz may know that HASHEM huHaElohim and that there is
none else.

61Let your lev therefore be shalemwith HASHEM Eloheinu, to walk in His chukkot, to be
shomer over His mitzvot, as at this day.

62And HaMelech, and kol Yisroel with him, offered zevach (sacrifice) before HASHEM.
63 And Sh'lomo offered a zevach hashelamim (sacrifice of peace offerings), which he

offered unto HASHEM, two and twenty thousand bakar, and a hundred and twenty
thousand tzon (sheep). So HaMelech and kol Bnei Yisroel dedicated the Beis HASHEM.

64 The same day did HaMelech consecrate as kodesh the interior of the Khatzer (Court)
that was before the Beis HASHEM; for there he offered olah and minchah, and the chelvei
hashelamim because theMitzbe'ach HaNechoshet that was before HASHEMwas too katon
(small) to receive the olah, andminchah, and the chelvei hashelamim.

65 And at that time Sh'lomo observed a Chag, and kol Yisroel with him, a Kahal Gadol,
from the Approach of Chamat unto the Wadi Mitzrayim, before HASHEM Eloheinu, shivat
yamim and shivat yamim, even arba'a asar yom.

66On theYomHaShemini he sent away thepeople and theymadeonHaMelech abrocha,
and went unto their ohalim joyful and glad of lev for all hatovah (the goodness) that
HASHEM had done for Dovid His Eved and for Yisroel His People.

9
1And it came to pass, when Sh'lomo had completed the building of the Beis HASHEM, and

the Bais HaMelech, and all Sh'lomoʼs desire which he was pleased to do,
2 That HASHEM appeared to Sh'lomo the second time, as He had appeared unto him at

Giv'on.
3And HASHEM said unto him, I have heard thy tefillah and thy techinnah, that thou hast

made before Me; I have set apart as kodesh this Beis,* which thou hast built, to put Shemi
there ad olam; andMine eyes andMine lev shall be there kol hayamim.

4 And if thou wilt walk before Me, just as Dovid Avicha walked, in tohm (integrity,
guilelessness) of lev, and in yashar, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and
will be shomer over My chukkot andMymishpatim;

5Then Iwill establish the kisse (throne) of thy kingdomover Yisroel l'olam, as I promised
to Dovid Avicha, saying, There shall not yikaret (be cut off, fail) thee an ish upon the Kisse
Yisroel.

6But if ye shall at all turn from following Me, ye or your banim, and will not be shomer
over My mitzvot and My chukkot which I have set before you, but go and serve elohim
acherim, and hishtachaveh (worship) them;

7 Then will I cut off Yisroel out of the adamah which I have given them; and this Beis,†
which I have set apart as kodesh for Shemi, will I cast out of My sight; and Yisroel shall be
amashal (proverb) and a sheninah (taunt, byword) among kol ha'ammim;

8And at this Beis, which is elyon, every one that passeth by it shall be appalled, and shall
hiss; and they shall say,Why hathHASHEMdone thus untoHaAretz Hazot, and to this Beis?

9And they shall answer, Because they forsook HASHEM Eloheichem who brought forth
their avot out of Eretz Mitzrayim, and have taken hold upon elohim acherim, and have
worshiped them, and served them; therefore hath HASHEM brought upon them all this
ra'ah.

10And it came to pass at the end of esrim shanim,when Sh'lomo had built the two batim,
the Beis HASHEM, and the Bais HaMelech,

11 (Now ChiramMelech Tzor had furnished Sh'lomo with cedar trees and cypress trees,
andwithzahav, according toallhisdesire), that thenHaMelechSh'lomogaveChiramesrim
ir (twenty towns) in Eretz HaGalil.

12And Chiram came out fromTzor (Tyre) to see the townswhich Sh'lomo had given him;
and they pleased him not.

* 9:3HaMikdash † 9:7HaMikdash
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13And he said, What towns are these which thou hast given me, achi (my brother)? And
he called them Eretz Kavul unto this day.

14And Chiram sent to HaMelech 120 talents of zahav.
15And this is the account of themas (forced labor)whichHaMelech Sh'lomo conscripted;

to build the Beis HASHEM, and his own Bais, andMillo, and the Chomat Yerushalayim, and
Chatzor, andMegiddo, and Gezer.

16 For Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim had gone up, and captured Gezer, and burned it with
eish, and slain the Kena'ani that dwelt in the ir, and given it for shilluchim (going-away
presents) unto his bat eshet Sh'lomo.

17And Sh'lomo rebuilt Gezer, and Lower Beit-Choron,
18And Ba'alat, and Tadmor in themidbar, in the land,
19And all the storage cities that Sh'lomo had, and cities for his merkavot, and cities for

his parashim (calvary), and that which Sh'lomo desired to build in Yerushalayim, and in
Levanon, and in all the eretz of his memshalet.

20And kol haAm that were left of HaEmori (the Amorites), HaChitti (Hittites), HaPerizzi
(Perizzites), HaChivi (Hivites), and Yevusi (Jebusites), which were not of the Bnei Yisroel,

21Their banim thatwere left after them inHaAretz, whom theBnei Yisroel alsowere not
able utterly to destroy, upon those did Sh'lomo conscript mas of oved (bondservice) unto
this day.

22But of the Bnei Yisroel did Sh'lomomake no eved; but theywere anshei hamilchamah,
and his avadim, and his sarim, and his shalishim (captains), and commanders of his
merkavot, and his parashim.

23Thesewere the chief of the officials thatwere over themelachah (work)of Sh'lomofive
hundredandfifty, harodim (theones supervising) thepeople thatwrought in themelachah.

24But Bat Pharaoh came up out of the Ir Dovid unto her Bais (Palace)which Sh'lomo had
built for her; then did he build theMillo.

25And three times in shanah did Sh'lomo offer olot and shelamim upon the Mizbe'ach
which he built unto HASHEM and he burned ketoret upon the Mizbe'ach that was before
HASHEM. So he completed the Beis.

26AndHaMelech Sh'lomo built a fleet of oniyyot in Etzyon-Gever, which is near Eilot, on
the shore of the Yam Suf, in Eretz Edom.

27And Chiram sent to the fleet of oniyyot his avadim, anshei oniyyot (shipmen, sailors)
that had da'as hayam (knowledge of the sea), with the avadim of Sh'lomo.

28And they came toOphir, andbrought back from there zahav, four hundred and twenty
talents, and brought it to HaMelech Sh'lomo.

10
1Andwhen theMalkah (Queen) of Sheva heard of the fame of Sh'lomo, that it was for the

ShemHASHEM, then she came to test himwith chidot (hard questions, riddles).
2 And she came to Yerushalayim with a very great caravan, with gemalim that bore

spices, and very much zahav, and precious gems; and when she was come to Sh'lomo, she
spoke intimately with him of all that was on her lev.

3 And Sh'lomo answered her regarding all her questions; there was not anything hid
fromHaMelech, which he told her not.

4And when the Malkah of Sheva had seen kol chochmat Sh'lomo, and the Bais (Palace)
that he had built,

5 And the ma'akhal (food) of his shulchan, and the moshav (seating) of his avadim
(officials), and thema'amad (station)of his attendants, and their robes, andhis cupbearers,
and his ascent by which he went up unto the Beis HASHEM; there was no more ruach
(breath) in her.

6And she said to HaMelech, It was emes the report that I heard inmine own eretz of thy
devarim and of thy chochmah.

7Howbeit I believed not the devarim, until I came, andmine eyes had seen it; and, hinei,
the half was not told me; thy chochmah and tov (prosperity) exceedeth the fame which I
heard.

8Ashrei are thy anashim; ashrei are these thy avadim, which stand continually before
thee, and that hear thy chochmah.

9Yehi HASHEM Eloheicha baruchWho delighted in thee, to set thee on the Kisse Yisroel;
because HASHEM loved Yisroel l'olam, therefore made He thee Melech, to do mishpat and
tzedakah.
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10And she gaveHaMelech a hundred and twenty talents of zahav, and a very large store
of spices and precious gems; there came nomore such abundance of spices as thesewhich
theMalkah of Sheva gave to Melech Sh'lomo.

11And thefleetof oniyyot alsoofChiram, thatbrought zahav fromOphir, brought in from
Ophir a vast supply of almug wood, and precious gems.

12And HaMelech made of the almug wood misad (steps, support) for the Beis HASHEM,
and for the Bais HaMelech, kinnorot (harps) also and nevalim (lyres) for the singers; there
came no such almug wood, nor were seen unto this day.

13And HaMelech Sh'lomo gave unto the Malkah of Sheva all her desire, whatsoever she
asked, besides that which Sh'lomo gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned andwent to
her own country, she and her avadim.

14Now the weight of zahav that came to Sh'lomo in one year was 666 talents of zahav,
15 This was in addition to what he had of the anashei hatarim (merchants), and of the

income of traders, and of all the Melachim of Arabia, and of the Governors of the land.
16 And HaMelech Sh'lomo made two hundred large shields of hammered zahav; six

hundred shekels of zahav went to one shield.
17And hemade three hundredmoginim of hammered zahav; threemina of zahavwent

to onemogen (shield); and HaMelech put them in the Bais Ya'ar HaLevanon.
18Moreover HaMelech made a kisse shen gadol (great throne of ivory), and overlaid it

with the finest, brightest zahav.
19The kisse had sheshma'alot (six steps), and the top of the kissewas rounded; and there

were armrests on either side on themakom (place) of the seat, and two arayot (lions) stood
beside the armrests.

20And twelve arayim (lions) stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six
steps; there was not the like made in anymamlakhot (kingdoms).

21AndallHaMelech Sh'lomoʼs keleimashkeh (drinkingvessels)were of zahav, andall the
vessels of the Bais Ya'arHaLevanonwere of pure zahav; nonewere of kesef; itwas nothing
accounted of in the days of Sh'lomo.

22ForHaMelech had at sea a fleet of oniyyot Tarshishwith the fleet of oniyyot of Chiram;
once in shalosh shanimcame thefleet of oniyyotTarshish, bringingzahav, andkesef, ivory,
andmonkeys, and peacocks.

23 So HaMelech Sh'lomo exceeded all the Melachim of Ha'Aretz in osher and in
chochmah.

24And kol Ha'Aretz sought the face of Sh'lomo, to hear his chochmah, which Elohim had
put in his lev.

25They brought every ish his minchah, vessels of kesef, vessels of zahav, and robes, and
weapons, and spices, susim, and peradim (mules), yearly at each yearʼs due.

26And Sh'lomo gathered together merkavot and parashim; and he had a thousand and
fourhundredmerkavot, and twelve thousandparashim,whomhekept inhis chariot cities
and with HaMelech in Yerushalayim.

27AndHaMelechmadekesef to be inYerushalayim like avanim (rocks), and cedarsmade
he to be like sycamores in the Shefelah, for abundance.

28And Sh'lomohad susimbrought out ofMitzrayim, and fromKeveh; HaMelechʼs agents
acquired from Kevah at a price.

29And a merkavah (chariot)went out of Mitzrayim for six hundred pieces of kesef, and
a sus for a hundred and fifty; and so for all the melachim of the Chittim (Hittites), and for
themelachim of Aram, did they* export them by the samemeans.

11
1But Sh'lomoHamelech loved nashimnokhriyyot rabbot (many foreignwomen), besides

Bat Pharaoh: Moaviyyot, Ammoniyyot, Adomiyyot, Tzedeniyyot, Chittiyyot,
2Of the Goyim concerningwhichHASHEM said unto the Bnei Yisroel, Ye shall not go in to

them, neither shall they come in unto you; for surely they will turn away your levav after
their elohim; Sh'lomomade his deveykus unto these in love.

3And he had nashim sarot sheva me'ot (seven hundred royal wives), and three hundred
pilagshim; and his nashim inclined libo (his heart).

4For it came to pass, when Sh'lomowas old, that his nashim inclined libo (his heart) after
elohim acherim and levavo (his heart)was not shalem (undivided, fully devoted, complete)
with HASHEM Elohav, as was the levav Dovid Aviv.

* 10:29HaMelechʼs agents
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5 For Sh'lomo went after Ashtoret elohei Tzidonim, and after Milkom shikkutz (the
abomination of) Ammonim.

6And Sh'lomo did the rah in the sight of HASHEM, andwent not fully afterHASHEM, as did
Dovid Aviv.

7 Then did Sh'lomo build a high place for Kemosh, the shikkutz (abomination of)Moav,
on the har (hill),* that is facing Yerushalayim, and for Molech, the shikkutz (abomination
of) the Bnei Ammon.

8And likewise did he for all his nashim nokhriyyot, which burned ketoret and offered
zevakhim unto their elohim.

9AndHASHEMwas angrywith Sh'lomo, because levavowas turned fromHASHEM Elohei
Yisroel, Who had appeared unto him twice,

10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after elohim
acherim; but he was not shomer over that which HASHEM commanded.

11Wherefore HASHEM said unto Sh'lomo, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou
hast not been shomer over My Brit (Covenant, Sinai Covenant) and My chukkot, which I
have commanded thee, I will surely tear away the Mamlachah from thee, and will give it
to thy eved (servant).†

12Notwithstanding in thy yamim I will not do it lema'an (for the sake of) Dovid Avicha;
but I will tear it out of the yad binecha (power of thy son).

13Howbeit I will not tear away kol hamamlachah; but will give shevet echad (one tribe)
to binecha le'ma'an Dovid Avdi and lema'an Yerushalayimwhich I have chosen.

14AndHASHEM raised up satan (adversary) unto Sh'lomo, HadadHaAdomi; hewas from
the zera HaMelech in Edom.

15 For it came to pass, when Dovid was in Edom, and Yoav Sar HaTzava was gone up to
bury the slain, after he had struck down every zachar in Edom;

16 (For six months did Yoav remain there with kol Yisroel, until he had cut off every
zachar in Edom);

17 That Hadad fled, he and anashim Adomiyyim (certain men of Edom) of his fatherʼs
avadimwith him, to go into Mitzrayim; Hadad being yet a na'ar katan (small child).

18And they arose out of Midyan, and came to Paran; and they took anashim with them
out of Paran, and they came toMitzrayim, unto PharaohMelechMitzrayim; who gave him
a bais, and assigned him lechem, and gave him eretz.

19And Hadad found chen me'od in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him for an isha
the achot of his own isha, the achot Tachpeneis the gevirah (royal lady, queen).

20And the achot of Tachpeneis bore himGenuvat bno,whomTachpeneisweaned inBais
Pharaoh; and Genuvat was in Bais Pharaoh among the Bnei Pharaoh.

21And when Hadad heard in Mitzrayim that Dovid slept with Avotav, and that Yoav Sar
HaTzavawas dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Letmedepart, that Imay go tomine own eretz.

22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what hast thou lacked with me, that, hinei, thou
seekest to go to thine own eretz? And he answered, Nothing; howbeit let me go anyway.

23And Elohim raised up against him‡ another satan, Rezon ben Elyada, which fled from
adonav Hadadezer Melech Tzovah;

24 And he gathered anashim unto him, and became sar gedood (leader of a band of
marauders), when Dovid slaughtered them of Tzovah; they went to Damascus, dwelt
therein, and reigned he there as king.

25And he was a satan to Yisroel all the days of Sh'lomo, in addition to ra'ah that Hadad
did; and he despised Yisroel, and he ruled in Aram.

26 Also the eved Sh'lomo Yarov'am ben Nevat, an Ephrati of the Tzeredah (Zeredah),
whose shem immowas Tzeru'ah, an almanah, even he lifted up his yad against HaMelech.

27 And this is the account of his lifting up his yad against HaMelech; Sh'lomo built the
Millo, and closed up the peretz of Ir Dovid Aviv.

28 And the ish Yarov'am was a gibbor chayil; and Sh'lomo seeing the na'ar that he was
industrious, he put him over all the sevel (load, burden, enforced labor) of Bais Yosef.

29And it came topass at that timewhenYarov'amwent out of Yerushalayim, thatHaNavi
Achiyah the Shiloni found him on the derech; and he had clothed himself with a salmah
chadasha (new garment, cloak); and they twowere alone in the sadeh;

30AndAchiyah tookhold of the salmah chadasha thatwas onhim, and tore it into twelve
pieces;

* 11:7 i.e., Mount of Olives † 11:11 that is, Yarov'am ben Nevat, see v. 26 ‡ 11:23 Sh'lomo
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31Andhe said to Yarov'am, Take for thee tenpieces; for thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel,
Hineni, I will tear the mamlachah out of the yad Sh'lomo, and will give to thee asarah
hashevatim.

32 (But he shall have hashevet haechad l'ma'an Dovid Avdi, and l'ma'an Yerushalayim,
the Ir which I have chosen out of kol shivtei Yisroel;)

33 Because that they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped Ashtoret elohei Tzidonim,
Kemosh elohei Moav, and Milkom elohei Bnei Ammon, and have not walked in My ways,
to do that which is yashar in Mine eyes, and My chukkot and Mymishpatim, as did Dovid
Aviv.

34Howbeit I will not take the whole mamlachah out of his yad; but I will make him nasi
all the days of his life l'ma'an Dovid Avdi, whom I chose, because he was shomer over My
mitzvot andMy chukkot;

35But I will take the mamlachah out of yad beno, and will give it unto thee, even aseret
hashevatim (ten tribes).

36And unto bno will I give shevet echad (one tribe), l'ma'an Dovid Avdi may have a ner
(lamp) always before Me in Yerushalayim, the Ir which I have chosen for Me to put My
Shem there.

37And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all that thy nefesh desireth, and
shalt be Melech over Yisroel.

38And it shall be, if thouwilt pay heed unto all that I command thee, andwilt walk inMy
ways, and do that is yashar inMy sight, to be shomer over My chukkot andMymitzvot, as
Dovid Avdi did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a bais ne'eman (enduring dynasty)
as I built for Dovid, and will give Yisroel unto thee.

39And I will for this afflict the zera Dovid,§ but not forever.
40 Sh'lomo sought therefore to kill Yarov'am. And Yarov'am arose, and fled into

Mitzrayim, unto ShishakMelechMitzrayim, and was inMitzrayim until the Mot Sh'lomo.
41And the rest of the acts of Sh'lomo, and all that he did, and his chochmah, are they not

written in the Sefer Divrei Sh'lomo?
42 And the time that Sh'lomo reigned in Yerushalayim over kol Yisroel was arba'im

shanah.
43And Sh'lomo slept with Avotav, and was buried in the Ir Dovid Aviv: and Rechav'am

bno reigned in his place.

12
1And Rechav'am went to Shechem; for kol Yisroel were come to Shechem to make him

Melech.
2 And it came to pass, when Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who was yet in Mitzrayim, heard

of it, (for he had fled from the presence of HaMelech Sh'lomo, and Yarov'am dwelt in
Mitzrayim);

3 That they sent and called him. And Yarov'am and kol Kehal Yisroel came, and spoke
unto Rechav'am, saying,

4 Avicha made our ol (yoke) difficult; now therefore make thou the grievous avodat
Avicha, and his heavy ol (yoke)which he put upon us, lighter, and wewill serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for shloshah yamim, then come back to me. And
HaAm departed.

6AndHaMelech Rechav'am consulted with the Zekenim, that stood before Sh'lomo Aviv
while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that I may return answer to HaAmHazeh?

7 And they spoke unto him, saying, If thou wilt be an eved unto this people today, and
wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak devarim tovim to them, then theywill be thy
avadim kol hayamim.

8But he forsook the atzat HaZekenim (counsel of the Elders), which they had given him,
and consulted with the yeladim (young people) that were grown up with him, and which
stood before him (i.e., were in his court);

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we may return answer to HaAm
Hazeh, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the ol (yoke) which Avicha did put upon us
lighter?

10And the yeladim thatwere grownupwith him spoke unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou
speak untoHaAmhazeh that spoke unto thee, saying, Avichamade our ol (yoke)heavy, but
make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them,My little finger shall be thicker
than the loins of Avi!

§ 11:39 See Isa 53:10
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11 And now whereas Avi did lay on you an ol kaved (heavy yoke), I will add to your ol
(yoke); Avi hath scourged you with shotim (whips), but I will scourge you with akrabim
(scorpions).

12 So Yarov'am and kol HaAm came to Rechav'am the YomHaShelishi, just as HaMelech
had appointed, saying, Come tome again the YomHaShelishi.

13AndHaMelech answeredHaAm roughly, and forsook the atzat HaZekenim (counsel of
the Elders) that they gave him;

14 And spoke to them according to atzat HaYeladim, saying, Avi made your ol (yoke)
heavy, and I will add to your ol (yoke); Avi also scourged you with shotim (whips), but I
will scourge you with akrabim.

15 So HaMelech paid heed not unto HaAm; for the sibbah (turn of events) was from
HASHEM, in order that He might perform His davar, which HASHEM spoke by Achiyah the
Shiloni unto Yarov'am Ben Nevat.*

16 So when kol Yisroel saw that HaMelech paid heed not unto them, HaAm answered
HaMelech, saying,

What chelek have we in Dovid?
Neither have we nachalah in Ben Yishai;
to your ohalim, O Yisroel!
Now see to thine own Bais, Dovid!

So Yisroel departed unto their ohalim.
17 But as for the Bnei Yisroel which dwelt in the towns of Yehudah, Rechav'am reigned

over them.
18 Then HaMelech Rechav'am sent Adoram, who was over the mas (forced labor); and

kol Yisroel stoned him, that he died. Therefore HaMelech Rechav'am made speed to get
himself up to his merkavah, to flee to Yerushalayim.

19 So Yisroel has been in rebellion against the Bais Dovid unto this day.
20And it came to pass, when kol Yisroel heard that Yarov'am was come again, that they

sent and called him unto the Edah, andmade himmelech over kol Yisroel; therewas none
that followed the Bais Dovid, but the Shevet Yehudah only.

21 And when Rechav'am was come to Yerushalayim he assembled kol Bais Yehudah,
with the Shevet Binyamin, a hundred and fourscore thousand bachur oseh milchamah
(chosen fighting men), to fight against Bais Yisroel, to regain the Kingdom for Rechav'am
Ben Sh'lomo.

22But the Devar HaElohim came unto Shema'yah the Ish HaElohim, saying,
23 Speak unto Rechav'am Ben Sh'lomoMelech Yehudah, and unto kol Bais Yehudah and

Binyamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,
24Thus saithHASHEM, Ye shall not go up, norfight against your brethren theBnei Yisroel;

Shuvu (go back! return!) every ish to his bais; for this thing is from Me. They paid heed
therefore to the Devar HASHEM, and turned around to depart, according to the Devar
HASHEM.

25Then Yarov'ambuilt Shechem in har Ephrayim, and dwelt therein; andwent out from
there, and built Penuel.

26And Yarov'am said in his lev, Now shall the mamlachah return to the Bais Dovid:
27 If HaAm Hazeh go up to offer zevakhim (sacrifices) at the Beis HASHEM at Yerusha-

layim, then shall lev HaAm Hazeh turn back unto adoneihem, even unto Rechav'am
Melech Yehudah, and they shall kill me, and return to Rechav'amMelech Yehudah.

28Whereupon HaMelech took counsel, and made two eglei zahav (calves of gold), and
said unto them, It is toomuch for you to go up to Yerushalayim; hinei, eloheicha, O Yisroel,
which brought thee up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

29He set the one in Beit-El, the other put he in Dan.
30 And this thing became chattat (sin); for the people went to worship before the one,

even as far as Dan.
31Andhemadeabais for the†highplaces, andmadekohanimof the lowest of thepeople,

which were not of the Bnei Levi.
32And Yarov'am ordained a chag in the eighthmonth, on the fifteenth day of themonth,

like unto the chag that is in Yehudah, and he offered upon themizbe'ach. So did he in Beit-
El, sacrificing unto the agalim (calves) that he had made; and he installed in Beit-El the
kohanim of the‡ high places which he hadmade.

* 12:15 See 1Kgs 11:29-39 † 12:31 idolatrous ‡ 12:32 idolatrous
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33So he offered upon themizbe'achwhich he hadmade in Beit-El the fifteenth day of the
eighthmonth, even in themonthwhichhehaddevised of his own lev; andordained a chag
unto the Bnei Yisroel; and he offered upon themizbe'ach, and burned ketoret.

13
1And, hinei, by theDevarHASHEM there camean IshHaElohimout of YehudahuntoBeit-

El; and Yarov'am stood by themizbe'ach to burn ketoret.
2And he cried against the mizbe'ach by the Devar HASHEM, and said,

Omizbe'ach, mizbe'ach, thus saith HASHEM;
Hinei, ben nolad (a son shall be born) unto the Bais Dovid,
Yoshiyah shmo;
and upon thee shall he offer
the kohanim of the* high places that burn ketoret upon thee,
and atzmot adam shall be burned upon thee.†

3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the mofet (sign) that HASHEM hath
spoken: Hinei, the mizbe'ach shall be split apart, and the deshen (fat ashes) that are upon
it shall be poured out.

4And it came to pass, when HaMelech Yarov'am heard the davar of the Ish HaElohim,
which had cried against the mizbe'ach in Beit-El, that he put forth his yad from the
mizbe'ach, saying, Lay hold onhim. Andhis yad,which he put forth against him, shriveled
up, so that he could not draw it back to him.

5 The mizbe'ach also was split apart, and the deshen poured out from the mizbe'ach,
according to themofet which the Ish HaElohim had given by the Devar HASHEM.

6 And HaMelech answered and said unto the Ish HaElohim, Intercede now before the
face of HASHEM Eloheicha, and daven for me, that my yad may be restored to me. And
the Ish HaElohim made intercessory prayer before HASHEM, and the yad HaMelech was
restored to him, and became as it was before.

7And HaMelech said unto the Ish HaElohim, Come with me habaytah (home), and have
seudah, and I will give thee amattat (gift).

8And the Ish HaElohim said unto HaMelech, If thou wilt give me half thine bais, I will
not go in with thee, neither will I eat lechem nor drinkmayim in this makom;

9For sowas it chargedmeby theDevarHASHEM, saying, Eatno lechem, nordrinkmayim,
nor return again by the same derech that thou camest.

10 So he went another derech, and returned not by the derech that he came to Beit-El.
11Now there dwelt a navi zaken (old prophet) in Beit-El; and his banim came and told

him kol hama'aseh that the Ish HaElohim had done that day in Beit-El: the devarimwhich
he had spoken unto HaMelech, them they told also to their av.

12And their av said unto them, What derech went he? For his banim had seen on what
derech the Ish HaElohim, who came from Yehudah, went.

13And he said unto his banim, Saddle me the chamor. So they saddled him the chamor;
and he rode thereon,

14And went after the Ish HaElohim, found him sitting under the elah (the oak tree); and
he said unto him, Art thou the IshHaElohim that camest fromYehudah? And he said, I am.

15Then he said unto him, Comewithme home, and eat lechem.
16And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee; neither will I eat lechem

nor drinkmayimwith thee in this makom;
17For it was told tome by the Devar HASHEM, Thou shalt eat no lechemnor drinkmayim

there, nor turn again to go by the derech onwhich thou camest.
18He said unto him, I am a navi also as thou art; and a malach spoke unto me by the

Devar HASHEM, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine bais, that he may eat lechem
and drinkmayim. But he lied unto him.

19 So he went back with him, did eat lechem in his bais and drankmayim.
20And it came to pass, as they sat at shulchan, that theDevarHASHEM cameunto the navi

that brought him back;
21 And he cried unto the Ish HaElohim that came from Yehudah, saying, Thus saith

HASHEM, Forasmuch as thou hast defied the mouth of HASHEM, and hast not been shomer
over themitzvah which HASHEM Eloheicha commanded thee,

* 13:2 idolatrous † 13:2 2Kgs 23:15-16



MELACHIM ALEF 13:22 372 MELACHIM ALEF 14:9

22But camest back, and hast eaten lechemanddrunkmayim in themakom, of thewhich
HASHEM did say to thee, Eat no lechem, drink no mayim; thy nevelah shall not come unto
kever avoteicha.

23And it came topass, after hehad eaten lechem, andafter hehaddrunk, that he saddled
the chamor for him, for the navi whom he had brought back.

24 And when he was gone, an aryeh met him by the derech, and killed him; and his
nevelah was cast down in the derech, and the chamor stood beside her,‡ and the aryeh
also stood beside the nevelah.

25 And, hinei, anashim passed by, and saw the nevelah cast down in the derech, and
the aryeh standing beside the nevelah; and they came and told it in the Ir where the navi
hazaken dwelt.

26Andwhen the navi that brought him back from the derech heard thereof, he said, It is
the IshHaElohim,whodefied themouth ofHASHEM; thereforeHASHEMhathdeliveredhim
unto the aryeh, which hath mauled him, and slain him, according to the Devar HASHEM,
which He spoke unto him.

27And he spoke to his banim, saying, Saddle me the chamor. And they saddled it.
28And he went and found his nevelah cast down in the derech, and the chamor and the

aryeh standing beside the nevelah; the aryeh had not eaten the nevelah, nor mauled the
chamor.

29The navi took up the nevelah of the Ish HaElohim, laid it upon the chamor, brought it
back; and came to the Ir of the navi hazaken tomourn and to bury him.

30 And he laid his nevelah in his own kever; and they mourned over him, saying, Hoy
(alas), achi (my brother)!

31And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he spoke to his banim, saying,When
I am dead, then bury me in the kever wherein the Ish HaElohim is buried; lay my atzmot
beside his atzmot;

32 For the davar which he cried by the Devar HASHEM against the mizbe'ach in Beit-El,
and against all the batim of the high placeswhich are in the cities of Shomron, shall surely
come to pass.

33After this thing Yarov'am returned not from his derech har'ah, but installed again of
the lowest of the people as kohanim of the high places; whosoever desired, he filled hands
of§ him, and he became one of the kohanim of the* high places.†

34And this thing became chattat (sin) unto the Bais Yarov'am, even to annihilate it, and
to destroy it from off the face of ha'adamah.

14
1At that time Aviyah Ben Yarov'am fell sick.
2 And Yarov'am said to his isha, Arise, now, and disguise thyself, that thou be not

recognized to be eshet Yarov'am; and get thee to Shiloh; hinei, there is Achiyah HaNavi,
which told me that I should bemelech over this people.

3 And take with thee asarah lechem, and nikkudim (wafers), and a bakbuk (bottle) of
devash, and go to him; he shall tell thee what shall become of the na'ar.

4Andeshet Yarov'amdid so, andarose, andwent to Shiloh, and came to thebaisAchiyah.
But Achiyah could not see; for his eyes had ceased by reason of his seiv (old age).

5And HASHEM said unto Achiyah, Hinei, the eshet Yarov'am cometh to seek davar from
thee for her ben; for he is choleh (ill); thus and thus shalt thou give davar unto her; for it
shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign to be a stranger woman.

6And itwas so,whenAchiyahheard the soundofher raglayim, as she came to thepetach,
that he said, Come in, thou eshet Yarov'am;why feignest thou to be a strangerwoman? For
I am sent to thee with kashah (a harsh prophetic foresight).

7Go, tell Yarov'am, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from
among the people, andmade thee nagid over My people Yisroel,

8And tore the Kingdom from the Bais Dovid, and gave it thee; and yet thou hast not been
as Avdi Dovid, who was shomer over My mitzvot, and who followed after Me with all his
lev, to do only yashar inMine eyes;

9But hast done rahmore than all thatwere before thee; for thou hast gone andmade for
thee elohim acherim, andmassekhot (metal idols), to provokeMe to anger, and hast thrust
Me behind thy gav (back);

‡ 13:24 the lion § 13:33 i.e., ordained * 13:33 idolatrous † 13:33 See Lv 7:37 and 8:25-36
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10 Therefore, hineni, I will bring ra'ah upon the Bais Yarov'am, and will cut off from
Yarov'ammashtin b'kir (him that urinates against the wall),* atzur (bond) or azuv (free) in
Yisroel, and I will sweep out after the Bais Yarov'am just as one sweepeth out the dung, till
it be all gone.

11Him that dieth of Yarov'am in the Ir shall the kelavim (dogs) eat; and him that dieth in
the sadeh shall the oph haShomayim eat; for HASHEM hath spoken.

12Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own bais; andwhen thy raglayim enter into the
Ir (city),† the yeled shall die.

13And kol Yisroel shallmourn for him, and bury him; for he only of Yarov'am shall come
to the kever (grave), because in him there is found some davar tov (good thing) toward
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel in the Bais Yarov'am.

14Moreover HASHEM shall raise Him up aMelech over Yisroel, who shall cut off the Bais
Yarov'am even this day. This is the day!‡ Even now.

15 For HASHEM shall strike Yisroel, just as the kaneh (reed), is shaken in the mayim, and
He shall uproot Yisroel out of this adamah hatovah, which He gave to Avoteihem, and
shall scatter thembeyond theNahar (River),§ because they havemade their Asherah idols,
provoking HASHEM to anger.

16 And He shall give up Yisroel because of the chattot Yarov'am, who did sin, and who
made Yisroel to sin.

17And eshet Yarov'am arose, and departed, and came to Tirtzah; and when she came to
the saf HaBayit (the treshold of the house), the na'ar died.

18 And they buried him; and kol Yisroel mourned for him, according to the Devar
HASHEM, which He spoke by the yad of his eved Achiyah HaNavi.

19And the rest of the acts of Yarov'am, howhewarred, and howhe reigned, behold, they
are written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel.

20And the yamim (days)which Yarov'am reigned were two and twenty shanah; and he
slept with his avot, and Nadav bno reigned in his place.

21And Rechav'am Ben Sh'lomo reigned in Yehudah. Rechav'amwas forty and one years
oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Yerushalayim, the Ir which
HASHEM did choose out of kol Shivtei Yisroel, to put Shmo there. And shem immo was
Na'amah HaAmmonit (an Ammonitess).

22 And Yehudah did the rah in the eyes of HASHEM, and they provoked Him to kina
(jealousy) with their chattot which they had committed, which were more than all that
their avot had done.

23 For they also built them* high places, and matzevot (idol images), and Asherim† on
every high hill, and under every thickly foliaged green tree.

24And therewere also kadesh (male and female cult prostitutes) in the land; and they did
according to all the to'avot (abominations) of the Goyim which HASHEM drove out before
the Bnei Yisroel.

25 And it came to pass in the fifth year of Melech Rechav'am, that Shishak Melech
Mitzrayim came up against Yerushalayim;

26 And he carried away the otzarot of the Beis HASHEM, and the otzarot of the Bais
HaMelech; he even carried away everything: and he carried away all the moginnim
(shields) of zahav which Sh'lomo hadmade.

27And Melech Rechav'am made in their place moginnim of nechoshet, and committed
them unto the hands of the commanders of the guard, which were the shomrim at the
petach of the Bais HaMelech.

28And it was so, when HaMelech went into the Beis HASHEM, that those on guard duty
bore them, and brought them back into the guard room.

29Now the rest of the acts of Rechav'am, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?

30And there wasmilchamah between Rechav'am and Yarov'am all their yamim (days).
31 And Rechav'am slept with his avot, and was buried with his avot in Ir Dovid. And

the shem immowas Na'amahHaAmmonit (an Ammonite). And Aviyam bno reigned in his
place.‡

* 14:10 i.e., every male † 14:12 i.e. Tirtzah ‡ 14:14 See 1Kgs 15:27-29. § 14:15 i.e., the Euphrates * 14:23
idolatrous † 14:23 Canaanite female nature idols ‡ 14:31 T.N. 1Kgs 15:2,10 refers to [grand] daughter.
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15
1 Now in the eighteenth year of Melech Yarov'am Ben Nevat reigned Aviyam over

Yehudah.
2 Shalosh shanim reigned he in Yerushalayim. And shem immo was Ma'achah Bat

Avishalom.
3And he walked in all the chattot Aviv, which he had done before him; and his lev was

not shalem (fully devoted) to HASHEM Elohav, as the levav Dovid Aviv.
4Nevertheless l'ma'an Dovid (for the sake of Dovid) did HASHEM Elohav give him a ner

(lamp) in Yerushalayim, to raise up Bno after him, and to establish Yerushalayim;
5Because Dovid did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, and turned not aside

from any thing that He commanded him all the days of his life, except only in the matter
of Uriyah HaChitti (the Hittite).

6And there wasmilchamah between Rechav'am and Yarov'am all the days of his life.
7Now the rest of the acts of Aviyam, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer

Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah? And there was milchamah between Aviyam and
Yarov'am.

8And Aviyam slept with his avot; and they buried him in Ir Dovid; and Asa Bno reigned
in his place.

9 And in the twentieth year of Yarov'am Melech Yisroel, Asa began to reign as Melech
over Yehudah.

10And forty and one years reigned he in Yerushalayim. And shem immo was Ma'achah
Bat Avishalom.

11And Asa did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, as did Dovid Aviv.
12And he removed kedeshim (the male and female cult prostitutes) out of HaAretz, and

got rid of kol hagillulim (all the idols) that his avot hadmade.
13And also Ma'achah immo, even her he deposed from being Gevirah (Queen Mother),

because she had made a mifletzet (idol) to Asherah; and Asa cut down her mifletzet, and
burned it in the Kidron Valley.

14 But the high places were not removed; nevertheless levav Asa was shalem with
HASHEM all his days.

15Andhe brought in the kodshei Aviv (the things his father had dedicated), and the things
which he himself had dedicated, into the Beis HASHEM, kesef, and zahav, and kelim.

16And there wasmilchamah between Asa and Ba'ashaMelech Yisroel all their days.
17 And Ba'asha Melech Yisroel went up against Yehudah, and built up Ramah, that he

might not suffer any to go out or come in to AsaMelech Yehudah.
18 Then Asa took all the kesef and the zahav that were left in the otzarot of the Beis

HASHEM, and the otzarot of the Bais HaMelech, and delivered them into the yad of his
avadim; andHaMelechAsa sent them toBen-Hadad, BenTavrimmonBenChezyonMelech
Aram, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,

19 There is a brit between me and thee, and between Avi and Avicha; hinei, I send unto
thee a shochad (incentive kind of gift) of kesef and zahav; come, break thy brit with Ba'asha
Melech Yisroel, that hemaywithdraw fromme.

20 So Ben-Hadad paid heed unto HaMelech Asa, and sent the commanders of his forces
against the towns of Yisroel, and struck Iyon, and Dan, and Abel Beit-Ma'achah, and kol
Kinnerot, with Kol Eretz Naphtali.

21And it came to pass, when Ba'asha heard this, he stopped building Ramah, and stayed
in Tirtzah.

22 Then HaMelech Asa made a proclamation throughout all Yehudah; none was ex-
empted; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith
Ba'asha had built; and HaMelech Asa built up with them Geva of Binyamin, andMitzpah.

23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his gevurah, and all that he did, and the cities
which he built, are they not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?
Nevertheless in the time of his ziknah (old age) he was diseased in his raglayim.

24 And Asa slept with his avot, and was buried with his avot in Ir Dovid Aviv; and
Yehoshaphat Bno reigned in his place.

25And Nadav Ben Yarov'am began to reign as Melech over Yisroel in the second year of
AsaMelech Yehudah, and reigned over Yisroel two years.

26Andhedid rah in the eyes ofHASHEM, andwalked in the derechAviv, and in his chattat
wherewith hemade Yisroel to commit sin.

27And Ba'asha Ben Achiyah, of the Bais of Yissakhar, plotted a keshar against him; and
Ba'asha struck him down at Gibeton, which belonged to the Pelishtim; for Nadav and kol
Yisroel were laying siege to Gibeton.
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28Even in the third year of AsaMelech Yehudah did Ba'asha slay him, and reigned in his
place.

29And it came topass,whenhe reigned, that heput to deathkol Bais Yarov'am; he left not
to Yarov'amkol neshamah, until he had destroyed him, according unto theDevarHASHEM,
which He spoke by His eved Achiyah the Shiloni;*

30Because of the chattot Yarov'am which he sinned, and which he made Yisroel sin, by
his provocation wherewith he provoked HASHEM Elohei Yisroel to anger.

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadav, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

32And there wasmilchamah between Asa and Ba'ashaMelech Yisroel all their days.
33 In the third year ofAsaMelechYehudahbeganBa'ashaBenAchiyah to reign asMelech

over kol Yisroel in Tirtzah, a reign lasting twenty and four years.
34And he did rah (evil) in the eyes of HASHEM, and walked in the derech Yarov'am, and

in his chattat wherewith hemade Yisroel to commit sin.

16
1Then the Devar HASHEM came to Yehu Ben Chanani against Ba'asha, saying,
2 Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the aphar (dust), and made thee nagid over My

people Yisroel; and thou hast walked in the derech Yarov'am, and hast caused My people
Yisroel to sin, to provokeMe to anger with their chattot;

3Hineni, I will sweep away after Ba'asha, and after his Bais; and I will make thy Bais like
the Bais Yarov'am Ben Nevat.

4Him that dieth of Ba'asha in the Ir shall the kelavim eat; and him that dieth of his in the
sadeh (country) shall the oph HaShomayim eat.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Ba'asha, and what he did, and his gevurah, are they not
written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

6 So Ba'asha slept with his avot, and was buried in Tirtzah: and Elah Bno reigned as
Melech in his place.

7Andalsoby the yadHaNavi YehuBenChanani came theDevarHASHEMagainst Ba'asha,
and against his Bais, even for all ra'ah that he did in the eyes of HASHEM, in provoking
Him to anger by the ma'aseh (work) of his hands, in becoming like the Bais Yarov'am; and
because he struck it.

8 In the twenty and sixth year of AsaMelech Yehudah began Elah Ben Ba'asha to reign as
Melech over Yisroel in Tirtzah, reigning two years.

9And his eved (official) Zimri, captain of half his chariots, plotted a kesher against him,
while Elah was in Tirtzah, drinking himself shikkor in the bais Artza, who was in charge
of the Bais (palace) in Tirtzah.

10 And Zimri went in and struck him down, killed him, in the 27th year of Asa Melech
Yehudah, and reigned as Melech in his place.

11And it came to pass, when he began to reign as king, as soon as he sat on his kisse, that
he slaughteredkolBaisBa'asha; he sparedhimnot onemashtinb'kir (oneurinatingagainst
a wall),* not go'alim (redeemers) of his nor re'a of his.

12 Thus Zimri destroyed kol Bais Ba'asha, according to Devar HASHEM, which He spoke
against Ba'asha by Yehu HaNavi.†

13 For all the chattot of Ba'asha, and the chattot of Elah Bno, by which they sinned, and
bywhich theymade Yisroel to sin, in provoking HASHEM Elohei Yisroel to anger with their
havalim (vanities, nothingnesses).‡

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa Melech Yehudah did Zimri reign as Melech
shivah yamim in Tirtzah. And the army was encamped against Gibeton, which belonged
to the Pelishtim.

16And the army thatwas encampedheard say, Zimri hath plotted a kesher, and hath also
slainHaMelech; wherefore kol YisroelmadeOmri, the Sar Tzava,Melech over Yisroel that
day in themachaneh.

17 And Omri withdrew from Gibeton, and kol Yisroel with him, and they laid siege to
Tirtzah.

* 15:29 1Kgs 14:9-16 * 16:11 i.e., onemale † 16:12 2Chr 19:2; 20:34 ‡ 16:13 i.e., idols
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18And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the Irwas taken, that hewent into the armon
(palace, castle) of theBaisHaMelech, andheburned theBaisHaMelech over himwith eish,
and died.

19For his chattot which he sinned in doing rah (evil) in the eyes of HASHEM, inwalking in
the derech Yarov'am, and in his chattat which he did, to make Yisroel to sin.

20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his kesher that he plotted, are they not written
in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

21ThenwereHaAmYisroel divided into two parts: half of the people followed Tivni Ben
Ginat, to make himMelech; and half followed Omri.

22But thepeople that followedOmriwere strongeragainst thepeople that followedTivni
Ben Ginat; so Tivni died, and Omri reigned as Melech.

23 In the thirty and first year of AsaMelech Yehudah beganOmri to reign asMelech over
Yisroel, reigning twelve years; shesh shanim reigned he in Tirtzah.

24Andhe bought theHar Shomron fromShemer for two talents of kesef, and built on the
hill, and called the shem of the Ir which he built, after the shem of Shemer, adonei hahar
(owner of the hill), Shomron.

25 But Omri wrought rah in the eyes of HASHEM, and did sin more than all that were
before him.

26 For he walked in all the derech Yarov'am Ben Nevat, and in his chattat wherewith he
madeYisroel to sin, toprovokeHASHEMEloheiYisroel toangerwith theirhavalim (vanities,
nothingnesses),§

27Now the rest of the acts of Omriwhich he did, and his gevurah that he did, are they not
written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

28 So Omri slept with his avot, and was buried in Shomron; and Ach'av Bno reigned as
Melech in his place.

29And in the thirty andeighth year ofAsaMelechYehudahbeganAch'avBenOmri (Ahab
Son of Omri) to reign as Melech over Yisroel; and Ach'av Ben Omri reigned over Yisroel in
Shomron twenty and two shanah.

30And Ach'av Ben Omri did rah in the eyes of HASHEM above all that were before him.
31And it came topass, as if it hadnotbeenenough forhim towalk in the chattot Yarov'am

Ben Nevat, he even took as isha Izevel Bat Etba'al Melech Tzidonim, and went and served
Ba'al, and worshiped him.

32And he set up amizbe'ach for Ba'al in the Bais Ba'al, which he had built in Shomron.
33And Ach'avmade HaAsherah; and Ach'av didmore to provoke HASHEM Elohei Yisroel

to anger than all the Malkhei Yisroel that were before him.
34 In his days did Chiel of Beit-El build up Yericho; he laid the foundation thereof [at the

cost of the life of] Aviram his bechor; set up the gates thereof [at the cost of the life of] his
youngest, Seguv, according to Devar HASHEM, which He spoke by Yehoshua Ben Nun.*

17
1 And Eliyahu HaTishbi, who was of the inhabitants of Tishbe-Gil'ad, said unto Ach'av

(King Ahab of Israel), As HASHEM Elohei Yisroel liveth, before whom I stand,* there shall
not be tal nor matar these shanim [ahead], except according to myword.

2And the Devar HASHEM came unto him, saying,
3Get thee from here, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself in the Wadi Kerit, that is

near the Yarden.
4And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the orevvim

(ravens) to feed thee there.
5 So he went and did according to the Devar HASHEM; for he went and dwelt in theWadi

Kerit, that is near the Yarden.
6And the orevvim brought him lechem and basar in the boker, and lechem and basar in

the erev; and he drank of the brook.
7And it came to pass at the ketz yamim (end of days), that the brook dried up, because

there had been no geshem in the land.
8And the Devar HASHEM came unto him, saying,
9Arise, get thee to Tzarphat, which belongeth to Tzidon, and dwell there; hinei, I have

commanded an isha almanah there to sustain thee.

§ 16:26 i.e., idols * 16:34 See Josh 6:26 * 17:1ministering, as minister



MELACHIM ALEF 17:10 377 MELACHIM ALEF 18:11

10 So he arose and went to Tzarphat. And when he came to the gate of the ir, hinei, the
isha almanah was there gathering sticks; and he called to her, and said, Bring me a little
mayim in a vessel, that I may drink.

11And as she was going to get it, he called to her, and said, Bring me a morsel of lechem
in thine hand.

12 And she said, As HASHEM Eloheicha liveth, I have nothing baked, but an handful of
meal in a pot, and a little shemen in a jug; and, see, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go
in, cook it for me and beni, that wemay eat it, and die.

13And Eliyahu said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said; but makeme thereof
a little loaf first, and bring it unto me, and after that make for thee and for thy ben.

14 For thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, The pot of meal shall not be used up, neither
shall the jug of shemen fail, until the Yom that HASHEM sendeth geshem upon ha'adamah.

15And shewent and did according to theDevar of Eliyahu; and she, and he, and her bais,
did eat [many] yamim.

16And the pot of meal was not used up, neither did the jug of shemen fail, according to
the Devar HASHEM, which he spoke by Eliyahu.

17And it came to pass after these things, that the ben haisha the ba'alat habais, became
choleh; and his sickness was so severe, that there was no nashamah left in him.

18And she said unto Eliyahu, Mah li valach (what have I to do with thee), Ish HaElohim?
Art thou come untome to remindme of my avon, and to slay beni?

19And he said unto her, Giveme thy ben. And he took him out of her kheyk, and carried
him up into the aliyyah (upper room), where he abode, and laid him upon his ownmittah
(bed).

20And he cried out unto HASHEM, and said, HASHEM Elohai, hast thou even brought evil
upon the almanahwith whom I sojourn, by slaying her ben?

21Andhe stretchedhimself upon the yeled shaloshpe'amim, and cried out untoHASHEM,
and said, HASHEM Elohai, let this yeledʼs nefesh return to him again.

22And HASHEM heard the voice of Eliyahu; and the nefesh of the yeled returned to him
again, and he came alive.

23AndEliyahu took the yeled, andbrought himdownout of the aliyyah into thebais, and
delivered him unto his em; and Eliyahu said, Look! Thy ben liveth.

24And the isha said to Eliyahu, Now by this I have da'as that thou art an Ish Elohim, and
that the Devar HASHEM in thymouth is emes.

18
1And it came to pass after yamim rabbim, that the DevarHASHEM came to Eliyahu in the

shanah hashlishit, saying, Go, show thyself unto Ach'av; and I will send matar upon the
face of ha'adamah.

2And Eliyahu went to show himself unto Ach'av. And there was a ra'av chazak (strong
famine) in Shomron.

3 And Ach'av summoned Ovadyah, who was in charge of the Bayit (Palace) — now
Ovadyah feared HASHEMme'od (greatly);

4For it was so, when Izevel cut off the Nevi'im of HASHEM, that Ovadyah took a hundred
Nevi'im, and hid thembyfifty in ame'arah (cave), and fed themwith lechemandmayim—

5 And Ach'av said unto Ovadyah, Go into HaAretz unto all springs of mayim, and unto
all brooks; perhaps we may find khatzir (grass) to save the sus (horse) and pered (mules)
alive, that we not be dispossessed of all the behemah.

6So theydividedha'aretz between them topass throughout it; Ach'avwent derech echad
by himself, and Ovadyah went derech echad by himself.

7 And as Ovadyah was baderech (on the way, road), hinei, Eliyahu met him; and he
recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, Is it you, adoni Eliyahu?

8And he answered him, I am; go, tell adoneicha, Hinei, Eliyahu!
9Andhesaid,Whathave I sinned, that thouwouldestdeliver thyeved into theyadAch'av

to slay me?
10 As HASHEM Eloheicha liveth, there is no goy (nation) or mamlachah (kingdom), to

where adoni hath not sent to seek thee there: and when they said, He is not there, he had
themamlachah and goy swear, that they found thee not.

11And now thou sayest, Go, tell adoneicha, Hinei, Eliyahu!
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12And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Ruach* of HASHEM
shall carry thee to where I know not; and so when I come and tell Ach'av, and he cannot
find thee, he shall slay me; but I thy eved fear HASHEM frommy youth.

13Was itnot told toadoniwhat I didwhen Izevel slaughtered theNevi'imofHASHEM, how
I hid a hundred ish of HASHEMʼs Nevi'im by fifty in a me'arah, and fed them with lechem
andmayim?

14And now thou sayest, Go, tell adoneicha, Hinei, Eliyahu! And he shall slay me.
15And Eliyahu said, As HASHEM Tzva'os liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely show

myself unto him today.
16 So Ovadyah went to meet Ach'av, and told him; and Ach'av went to meet Eliyahu.
17And it came to pass, when Ach'av saw Eliyahu, that Ach'av said unto him, Art thou he

that troubleth Yisroel?
18And he answered, I have not troubled Yisroel; but thou, and the Bais Avicha, in that ye

have forsaken theMitzvot HASHEM, and thou hast followed after the Ba'alim.
19 Now therefore summon, and gather to me kol Yisroel unto Har HaCarmel and the

nevi'im of Ba'al four hundred and fifty, and the nevi'im haAsherah four hundred, which
eat at shulchan Izevel.

20 So Ach'av sent unto kol Bnei Yisroel, and gathered the Nevi'im together unto Har
HaCarmel.

21 And Eliyahu came unto kol haAm, and said, Ad Mosai (how long) ye be polekhim
(limping ones, dancing ones) between two se'ipim (opinions)? If HASHEM be HaElohim,
follow after him; but if HaBa'al, then follow after him. And HaAm answered him not a
word.

22 Then said Eliyahu unto HaAm, I, even I only, am left a navi of HASHEM; but Ba'alʼs
nevi'im are four hundred and fifty ish.

23 Let them therefore give us two parim (bulls); and let them choose one bull for
themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no eish under it; and I will
dress the other bull, and lay it on wood, and put no eish under it;

24 And call ye on the shem eloheichem, and I will call on the Shem of HASHEM; and
haelohim that answereth by eish, let him beHaElohim. And kol haAm answered and said,
Tov hadavar!

25 And Eliyahu said unto the nevi'im of Ba'al, Choose you one bull for yourselves, and
dress it first; for ye are rabbim (many); and call on the shem eloheichem, but put no eish
under it.

26And they took the bull which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the
shem of Ba'al from boker even until tzohorayim (noon), saying, O Ba'al, answer us. But
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they danced† around themizbe'ach which
had beenmade.

27And it came to pass at tzohorayim, that Eliyahumocked them, taunting, saying, Shout
with a kol gadol (loud voice); for he is a g-d; either he ismeditating, or he is pursuing,‡ or ki
derech lo (perhaps he had to travel, heʼs relieving himself), or perhaps he sleepeth andmust
be awakened.

28 And they shouted with a kol gadol, and cut themselves after their mishpat (custom)
with charavot (swords) and lances, till the dahm gushed out upon them.

29And it came to pass, when tzohorayimwas past, and they prophesied until the time of
the offering of the minchah (evening sacrifice), that there was neither kol (voice), nor any
oneh (responder) nor any attender.

30And Eliyahu said unto kol HaAm, Come near untome. And kol HaAm came near unto
him. And he repaired theMizbe'ach HASHEM that was in ruins.

31 And Eliyahu took twelve avanim (stones), according to the mispar (number) of
the Shivtei Bnei Ya'akov, unto whom the Devar HASHEM came, saying, Yisroel shall be
Shemecha;

32Andwith theavanim (stones)hebuilt aMizbe'ach in theShemofHASHEM; andhemade
a te'alah (trench) around theMizbe'ach, as the space of two seahs of zera (seed).

33And he laid the wood in order, and cut up the bull, and laid it on the wood, and said,
Fill four jugs withmayim, and pour it on the olah and on the wood.

34And Eliyahu said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said,
Do it the third time. And they did it the third time.

35And the mayim ran around about the Mizbe'ach; and even filled the te'alah (trench)
also withmayim.

* 18:12Hakodesh † 18:26 sameword used in verse 18:21 ‡ 18:27 something
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36And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the minchah (evening sacrifice), that
Eliyahu HaNavi came near, and said, HASHEM Elohei Avraham, Yitzchak and of Yisroel, let
it be known this day that Thou art Elohim in Yisroel, and that I am Thy Eved, and that I
have done all these things at Thy Davar.

37Answer me, HASHEM, answer me, that HaAmHazehmay know that Thou art HASHEM
HaElohim, and that Thou hast turned back their lev.

38Then the Eish of HASHEM fell, and consumed the olah and the wood, and the avanim,
and the aphar, and licked up themayim that was in the te'alah (trench).

39 And when kol HaAm saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, HASHEM hu
HaElohim; HASHEM hu HaElohim.

40And Eliyahu said unto them, Seize the nevi'im of Ba'al; let not one of themescape. And
they took them; and Eliyahu brought them down to the Brook Kishon, and slaughtered
them there.

41 And Eliyahu said unto Ach'av, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a kol hamon
hageshem (sound of rushing rain, sound of rain coming).

42SoAch'avwentup to eat and todrink. But Eliyahu climbedup toRoshHaCarmel (topof
Carmel); andhe cast himself downupon the ground, andputhis facebetweenhis birkayim
(knees),

43And said to his eved, Go up now, look toward the yam. And he went up, and looked,
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again sheva pe'amim (seven times).

44And it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, Hinei, there ariseth a little cloud out
of the yam, as small as kaf ish (amanʼs palm). And he said, Go, say unto Ach'av, Harness up
[thymerkavah] and get thee down that the geshem stop thee not.

45And it came to pass in themeanwhile, that the Shomayim grew black with clouds and
ruach, and there was a geshem gadol. And Ach'av rode, and went to Yizre'el.§

46 And the Yad HASHEM was on Eliyahu; and he girded up his loins, and ran ahead of
Ach'av to the entrance of Yizre'el.

19
1And Ach'av told Izevel all that Eliyahu had done, and how he had slain kol haNevi'im

with the cherev.
2Then Izevel sent a malach unto Eliyahu, saying, So let elohim do to me, andmore also,

if I make not thy nefesh as the life of one of them by this timemakhar (tomorrow).
3Andwhenhe saw that, he arose, andfled forhis nefesh, and came toBe'er-Sheva,which

belongeth to Yehudah, and left his na'ar (servant) there.
4 But he himself went derech yom (a dayʼs journey) into the midbar, and came and sat

down under a broom tree; and he requested for his nefesh to die; and said, It is enough;
now, O HASHEM, take awaymy nefesh; for I am no better thanmy avot.

5And as he lay and slept under a broom tree, hinei, then amalach touched him, and said
unto him, Arise and eat.

6And he looked, and, hinei, there at his rosh was an oogah (disk or cake of bread) baked
on hot coals, and a jar ofmayim. And he did eat and drink, and returned to lie down again.

7And theMalach HASHEM came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise
and eat; because the derech is too great for thee.

8And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the ko'ach ha'achilah hahi (strength
of that food) arba'im yom v'arba'im lailah unto Chorev the Har HaElohim.

9And he came there unto hame'arah (the cave), and lodged there; and, hinei, the Devar
HASHEM came to him, and he said unto him,What doest thou here, Eliyahu?

10And he said,

I have been very kina (jealous, zealous)
for HASHEM Elohei Tzivos;
for the Bnei Yisroel have forsaken Thy Brit (Covenant),*
thrown down Thinemizbechot,
and slain Thy nevi'imwith the cherev;
and I, even I only, am left;
and they seekmy nefesh, to take it away.

11 And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the Har before HASHEM. And, hinei, HASHEM
passed by, and a ruach gedolah v'chazak rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the

§ 18:45 Jezreel * 19:10 i.e., Sinai Covenant
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sela'im (rocks) before HASHEM; but HASHEM was not in the ruach; and after the ruach, a
ra'ash (earthquake); but HASHEMwas not in the ra'ash;

12And after the ra'ash an eish; but HASHEM was not in the eish; and after the eish a kol
demamah dakkah (a quiet, gentle voice).

13 And it was so, when Eliyahu heard it, that he wrapped his face in his aderet (cloak,
mantle), andwent out, and stood in themouth of theme'arah. And, hinei, there came a kol
(voice) unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Eliyahu?

14And he said,

I have been very kina
for HASHEM Elohei Tzivos;
because the Bnei Yisroel have forsaken Thy Brit (Covenant),†
thrown down Thinemizbechot,
and slain Thy nevi'imwith the cherev;
and I, even I only, am left;
and they seekmy nefesh, to take it away.

15AndHASHEMsaiduntohim,Go, shuv (return)on thyderech to themidbarofDamascus;
and when thou comest, anoint Chazael to beMelech over Syria;

16 And Yehu ben Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be Melech over Yisroel; and Elishah ben
Shaphat of Avel-Mecholah shalt thou anoint to be navi in thy place.

17And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the cherev of Chazael shall Yehu slay;
and him that escapeth from the cherev of Yehu shall Elishah slay.

18 Yet I have left me shivat alafim in Yisroel, all the knees which have not bowed unto
Ba'al, and everymouth which hath not kissed him.

19 So he departed from there, and found Elishah ben Shaphat, who was plowing with
twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth; and Eliyahu passed by him, and
cast his aderet (cloak, mantle) upon him.

20And he left the bakar (oxen), and ran after Eliyahu, and said, Let me now kiss Avi and
Immi, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Shuv (go back again): for what
have I done to thee?

21And he returned fromhim, and took a yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them, and boiled
their basar with the equipment of the oxen, and gave unto the Am, and they did eat. Then
he arose, and went after Eliyahu, andministered unto him.

20
1 And Ben-Hadad Melech Aram gathered all his army together; and there were thirty

and two melech with him, and sus, and chariots; and he went up and laid siege against
Shomron, and warred against her.

2Andhe sentmalachim toAch'avMelechYisroel into the Ir, and saiduntohim, Thus saith
Ben-Hadad,

3Thy kesef and thy zahav is mine; thy nashim also and thy banim, even the tovim (best)
aremine.

4And the Melech Yisroel answered and said, Adoni, O melech, according to thy word, I
am thine, and all that I have.

5And the malachim came again, and said, Thus speaketh Ben-Hadad, saying, Although
I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy kesef, thy zahav, thy nashim, thy
banim;

6 Yet I will send my avadim unto thee tomorrow about this time, and they shall search
thine Bais (Palace), and the batim (houses) of thy avadim; and it shall be, that whatsoever
is makhmad (precious) in thine eyes, they shall put it in their yad, and take it away.

7 Then the Melech Yisroel summoned kol Ziknei HaAretz, and said, Mark, now, and see
howthismanseeketh ra'ah; forhe sentuntome formynashim, formybanim, formykesef,
for my zahav; and I denied him not.

8All the zekenim and kol HaAm said unto him, Pay not heed unto him, nor consent.
9Whereforehe saidunto themalachimofBen-Hadad, Tell adoniHaMelech, All that thou

didst send for to thy evedat thefirst Iwill do; but this thing Imaynot do. And themalachim
departed, and took him back davar.

10And Ben-Hadad sent unto him, and said, The elohim (g-ds) do so unto me, and more
also, if the aphar Shomron shall provide even a handful for kol haAm (each of the people)
who are at my raglayim.
† 19:14 i.e., Sinai Covenant
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11And the Melech Yisroel answered and said, Tell him, Let not khoger (one girding on)*
boast himself as he that taketh off.

12And it came to pass, when Ben-Hadad heard this davar, as hewas drinking, he and the
melachim in the sukkot, that he said unto his avadim, Get ready to attack. And they set
themselves in array against the Ir.

13 And, hinei, there came one navi unto Ach'av Melech Yisroel, saying, Thus saith
HASHEM, Hast thou seen all this hamon hagadol (vast multitude)? Hineni, I will deliver it
into thine yad this day; and thou shalt know that I amHASHEM.

14 Ach'av said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith HASHEM, Even by the na'arei sarei
hamedinot (the servants of the provincial commanders). Then he said, Who shall lead out
in themilchamah? He answered, Thou.

15 Then he numbered the na'arei sarei hamedinot, and they were two hundred and
thirty-two; and after them he numbered kol HaAm, even all the Bnei Yisroel, being shivat
alafim.

16And they set forth at tzohorayim. But Ben-Hadad was drinking himself shikkor in the
sukkot, he and themelachim, the thirty and twomelachim ozer (allied with) him.

17 And the na'arei sarei hamedinot went out first; and Ben-Hadad sent out, and they
reported to him, saying, There are anashim come out from Shomron.

18 And he said, Whether they be come out for shalom, take them chayyim (alive); or
whether they be come out for milchamah, take them chayyim (alive).

19So thesena'arei sarei hamedinot cameout of the Ir, and thearmywhich followed them.
20 And they struck down every ish his ish; and Aram (the Syrians) fled; and Yisroel

pursued them; and Ben-Hadad Melech Aram escaped al-sus (on horse) and the parashim
(cavalry).

21And the Melech Yisroel went out, and struck down sus and chariot, and slaughtered
Aramwith amakkah gedolah (great slaughter).

22 And the navi came to the Melech Yisroel, and said unto him, Go, strengthen thyself,
and mark, and see what thou doest; for at the teshuvat hashanah (the turn of the year,
springtime)Melech Aramwill come up against thee.

23The avadim of Melech Aram said unto him, Their elohim are elohei harim (g-ds of the
hills); therefore theywere stronger thanwe; but let us fight against themon the plain; then
surely we shall be stronger than they.

24And do this thing: Remove themelachim, every ish from his makom (place, post), and
put officers in their places;

25Andmuster thee an army, like the army that thou hast lost, sus for sus, andmerkavah
formerkavah; andwewill fight against them on the plain, and surelywe shall be stronger
than they. And he paid heed unto their voice, and did so.

26 And it came to pass at the teshuvat hashanah, that Ben-Hadad mustered Aram, and
went up to Aphek, to war against Yisroel.

27 And the Bnei Yisroel were mustered, and were all outfitted as battle-ready, and
marched out to meet them; and the Bnei Yisroel encamped opposite them like two little
flocks of izzim (goats); but Aram (the Syrians) filled ha'aretz.

28And there came an Ish HaElohim, and spoke untoMelech Yisroel, and said, Thus saith
HASHEM, Because Aramhave said, HASHEM is Elohei Harim, but not Elohei Amakim (G-d of
Valleys) therefore will I deliver all this hamon hagadol (vastmultitude) into thine yad, and
ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

29And they encamped these opposite those shivat yamim. And so it was, that in the yom
hashevi'i the milchamahwas joined; and the Bnei Yisroel slaughtered of Aram a hundred
thousand foot soldiers in yom echad.

30But the rest fled to Aphek, into the Ir; and there a chomah (wall) fell upon twenty and
sevenelef ish thatwere left. AndBen-Hadadfled, andwent into the Ir, into chederb'cheder
(a roomwithin a room, an inner room).

31And his avadim said unto him, Hinei now, we have heard that the melachim of Bais
Yisroel are malkhei chesed; let us, now, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our
heads, and go out to theMelech Yisroel; perhaps he will save thy nefesh.

32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the
Melech Yisroel, and said, Thy eved Ben-Hadad saith, Let nowmy nefesh live. And he said,
Is he yet alive? He is achi (my brother).

* 20:11 his battle armor
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33Now the anashim did interpret this as a sign of mercy from him, and did hastily seize
on it; and they said, Thy brother Ben-Hadad! Then he said, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-
Hadad came forth to him; and he brought him up onto themerkavah.

34 And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities, which Avi took from Avicha, I will return;
and thou shalt set up chutzot (market areas) for thee in Damascus, just as Avi set up in
Shomron. Then said Ach'av, I will send thee† away with this brit (covenant). So he made a
brit (covenant)with him, and sent him‡ away.

35 And a certain man of the Bnei HaNevi'im said unto his re'a (neighbor) in the Devar
HASHEM, Strike me, now. The ish refused to strike him.

36Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed the kol HASHEM, behold, thou, as
soonas thouart departed fromme, anaryeh shall kill thee. Andas soonashewasdeparted
from him, an aryeh found him, and killed him.

37Then he found another ish, and said, strikeme, now. And the ish struck him, so that in
striking he wounded him.

38 So the navi departed, and stood waiting for HaMelech by the derech, and disguised
himself with bandage over his eyes.

39And as HaMelech passed by, he cried out unto HaMelech; and he said, Thy eved went
out into the thick of the milchamah; and, hinei, an ish turned aside, and brought an ish
unto me, and said, Be shomer over (guard) this ish: if by any means he be missing, then
shall thy nefesh be for his nefesh, or else thoumust pay a talent of kesef.

40Andwhile thy evedwas busyhere and there, hewas gone. And theMelechYisroel said
unto him, So shall thymishpat be; thyself hast decided it.

41 And he hasted, and removed the bandage from over his eyes; and Melech Yisroel
recognized him that he was of the Nevi'im.

42And he said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Because thou hast let go out of thy yad an
ish whom I appointed to cherem (utter destruction), therefore thy nefesh shall be for his
nefesh, and thy people instead of his people.

43 And Melech Yisroel came to his bais sar veza'ef (sullen and dejected), and came to
Shomron.

21
1And it came to pass after these things, that Navot the Yizre'eli had a kerem (vineyard),

which was in Yizre'el (Jezreel), beside the heikhal (palace) Ach'avMelech Shomron.
2 And Ach'av spoke unto Navot, saying, Give me thy kerem (vineyard), that I may have

it for an herb gan (garden), because it is karov (near) unto my Bais; and I will give thee in
exchange for it a tov kerem (better vineyard) than it; or, if it seem tov in thine eyes, I will
give thee the worth of it in kesef.

3And Navot said to Ach'av, Chalilah li me'HASHEM(far be it fromme beforeHASHEM), that
I should give the nachalat Avoti unto thee.

4 And Ach'av came into his Bais sar veza'ef (sullen and dejected) because of the davar
which Navot the Yizre'eli had spoken to him; for he had said, I will not give thee the
nachalat avoti. And he lay down upon his mittah, and turned away his face, and would
eat no lechem.

5But Izevel his isha came to him, and said unto him,Mah zeh (What [is] this?) Thy ruach
is sarah (sullen), that thou eatest no lechem?

6And he said unto her, Because I spoke unto Navot the Yizre'eli and said unto him, Give
me thy kerem (vineyard) for kesef; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another kerem
(vineyard) in its place; but he answered, I will not give theemy kerem (vineyard).

7And Izevel his isha said unto him,What a grand sovereign over Yisroel you are! Arise,
and eat lechem, and let thine lev be cheerful; I will give thee the kerem (vineyard) of Navot
the Yizre'eli.

8 So she wrote sefarim (letters) b'shem Ach'av, and sealed them with his chotam (seal),
and sent the sefarim unto the zekenim and to the chorim (nobles, rulers) that were in his
city, dwelling with Navot.

9And she wrote in the sefarim, saying, Proclaim a tzom, and set Navot on high among
the people;

10 And seat two men, bnei beliyaal, opposite him, to bear witness against him, saying,
Thou didst upon Elohim and Melech make a* brocha! And then take him out, and stone
him, that hemay die.

† 20:34 to let thee go ‡ 20:34 to let him go * 21:10 blasphemous
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11And the anashim of his city, even the zekenim and the chorim (nobles)who were the
inhabitants in his city, did just as Izevel had sent unto them, and just as it was written in
the sefarimwhich she had sent unto them.

12They proclaimed a tzom, and seated Navot on high among the people.
13And there came in two anashim, bnei beliyaal, and sat opposite him; and the anashim

ofbeliyaalwitnessedagainsthim, evenagainstNavot, in thepresenceof thepeople, saying,
NavotblasphemedElohimvaMelech! Then they tookhimforthoutsideof the Ir, andstoned
himwith stones, that he died.

14Then they sent to Izevel, saying, Navot is stoned, and is dead.
15 And it came to pass, when Izevel heard that Navot was stoned, and was dead, that

Izevel said to Ach'av, Arise, take possession of the kerem of Navot the Yizre'eli, which he
refused to give thee for kesef; for Navot is not chai (alive), but met (dead).

16And it came to pass, when Ach'av heard that Navot was dead, that Ach'av rose up to go
down to the kerem of Navot the Yizre'eli, to take possession of it.

17And the Devar HASHEM came to Eliyahu the Tishbi, saying,
18Arise, go down tomeet Ach'av Melech Yisroel, which is in Shomron; hinei, he is in the

kerem of Navot, where he has gone down to take† possession of it.
19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith HASHEM, Hast thou committed

murder, then also hast thou inherited? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith
HASHEM, In themakom (place)where kelavim licked the dahmNavot shall kelavim lick thy
dahm also, even thine.

20 And Ach'av said to Eliyahu, Hast thou found me, O mine oyev? And he answered, I
have found thee; because thou hast sold thyself towork rah in front of the eyes of HASHEM.

21Hineni, I will bring ra'ah upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away, and will cut off
from Ach'av mashtin b'kir (him that urinates against a wall),‡ atzur (bond) and azuv (free)
in Yisroel,

22And will make thine Bais like the Bais Yarov'am Ben Nevat, and like the Bais Ba'asha
Ben Achiyah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked Me to anger, and caused
Yisroel to sin.

23And of Izevel also spoke HASHEM, saying, The kelavim shall devour Izevel by the wall
of Yizre'el.

24Him of Ach'av that dieth in the Ir the kelavim shall devour; and him that dieth in the
sadeh shall the oph haShomayim devour.

25But therewas none like untoAch'av,which did sell himself towork rahbefore the eyes
of HASHEM, whom Izevel his isha urged on.

26And he acted monstrously in going after gillulim (idols), according to all things as did
HaEmori, whomHASHEM drove out before the Bnei Yisroel.

27 And it came to pass, when Ach'av heard those words, that he tore his begadim, put
sackcloth upon his basar, did a tzom, lay in sackcloth, and walked about subdued.

28And the Devar HASHEM came to Eliyahu the Tishbi, saying,
29 Seest thou how Ach'av humbleth himself before Me? because he humbleth himself

before Me, I will not bring hara'ah in his days: but in the yamim bno will I bring ra'ah
(disaster) upon his Bais.§

22
1And they continued three years without war between Aram and Yisroel.
2And it came to pass in the third year, that Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah came down to

Melech Yisroel.
3And Melech Yisroel said unto his avadim, Know ye that Ramot-Gil'ad is ours, and we

hesitate, and take it not out of the hand of HaMelech Aram?
4 And he said unto Yehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramot-Gil'ad? And

Yehoshaphat said to theMelechYisroel, I amas thouart,mypeople as thypeople,my susim
as thy susim.

5And Yehoshaphat said unto theMelech Yisroel, Inquire for the Devar HASHEM today.
6 Then the Melech Yisroel gathered the nevi'im together, about 400 men, and said unto

them, Shall I go against Ramot-Gil'ad to battle, or shall I refrain? And they said, Go up; for
HASHEM shall deliver it into the hand of HaMelech.

7AndYehoshaphat said, Is therenothereanaviofHASHEMbesides, thatwemight inquire
of him?

† 21:18 inheritance ‡ 21:21 i. e., all males § 21:29 See 2Kgs 9:23-26
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8And the Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Mikhay'hu ben
Yimlach, by whom we may inquire of HASHEM: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy
tov concerningme, but rah. And Yehoshaphat said, Let not HaMelech say such.

9ThenHaMelechYisroel called an officer, and said, HastenhereMikhay'hubenYimlach.
10And theMelechYisroel andYehoshaphatMelechYehudah sat eachonhis kisse, having

put on their robes, at the threshing floor in the entrance of sha'ar Shomron; all the nevi'im
prophesied before them.

11 Tzidkiyah ben Kena'anah made him* horns of barzel: and said, Thus saith HASHEM,
With these shalt thou push Aram until thou have consumed them.

12 And all the nevi'im prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramot-Gil'ad, and succeed: for
HASHEM shall deliver it into the yad HaMelech.

13And the malach that was gone to summon Mikhay'hu spoke unto him, saying, Hinei
now, thewords of the nevi'im declare tov unto HaMelechwith onemouth: let thyword be
like the word of one of them, speak that which is tov.

14AndMikhay'hu said, As HASHEM liveth, what HASHEM saith untome, that will I speak.
15Sohe came toHaMelech. AndHaMelech said unto him,Mikhay'hu, shallwe go against

Ramot-Gil'ad to battle, or shall we refrain? And he answered him, Go, and succeed: for
HASHEM shall deliver it into the yad HaMelech.

16And HaMelech said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee† that thou tell me
nothing but that which is true in the Shem of HASHEM?

17And he said, I saw kol Yisroel scattered upon the hills, as Tzon that have not a Ro'eh:
andHASHEM said, These have no adonim: let them return everyman to his bais in shalom.

18 And the Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would
prophesy no tov concerningme, but rah?

19And he said, ShemaDevar HASHEM: I sawHASHEM sitting on his kisse, and all the Tzva
HaShomayim standing by Him on His right hand and on His left.

20 And HASHEM said, Who shall persuade Ach'av, that he may go up and fall at Ramot-
Gil'ad? And one said one thing, and one said another.

21And there came forth the ruach, and stood before HASHEM, and said, I will persuade
him.

22And HASHEM said unto him, By what means? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be
a ruach sheker in the mouth of all his nevi'im. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and
prevail also; go forth, do so.

23Now therefore, hinei, HASHEM hath put a ruach sheker in the mouth of all these thy
nevi'im, and HASHEM hath spoken ra'ah concerning thee.

24 But Tzidkiyahu ben Kena'anah went near, and struck Mikhay'hu on the cheek, and
said, Which way did the Ruach HASHEM go when he went fromme to speak to you?

25AndMikhay'hu said,Hinei, thou shalt see in that yom,when thou shalt go into a cheder
b'cheder (inner room) to hide thyself.

26And theMelech Yisroel said, TakeMikhay'hu, and carry himbackuntoAmonSarHaIr,
and to Yoash ben HaMelech;

27And say, Thus saith HaMelech, Put this fellow in the bais hakeleh, and feed him with
lechem lachatz (breadofaffliction)andwithmayim lachatz (waterofaffliction), until I come
in shalom.

28And Mikhay'hu said, If thou return at all in shalom, HASHEM hath not spoken by me.
And he said, Pay heed, O people, every one of you.

29 So theMelech Yisroel and Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudahwent up to Ramot-Gil'ad.
30And the Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and enter into

the milchamah; but put thou on thy robes. And the Melech Yisroel disguised himself, and
went into themilchamah.

31 But HaMelech Aram commanded his 32 captains that had rule over his chariots,
saying, Fight neither with katan nor gadol, save only with theMelech Yisroel.

32And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots sawYehoshaphat, that they said,
Surely it is the Melech Yisroel. And they turned aside to fight against him. Yehoshaphat
cried out.

33And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots perceived that itwas notMelech
Yisroel, they turned from pursuing him.

34And a certainmandrewa keshet (bow) at random, and struckMelech Yisroel between
the joints of his armor; wherefore he said unto the driver of his merkavah, Turn around
thine hand, and carryme out of the battle; for I amwounded.

* 22:11 goring † 22:16 i.e., make thee swear
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35 And the milchamah increased that yom; and HaMelech was propped up in his
merkavah against the Syrians, and died at erev; and the dahm ran out of the wound onto
the floor of themerkavah.

36 And there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going down of the
shemesh, saying, Everyman to his city, and everyman to his own country.

37SoMelech‡died, andwasbrought to Shomron; and theyburiedHaMelech inShomron.
38And one washed the merkavah in the pool of Shomron; and the kelavim licked up his

dahmwhile the zonot bathed; according unto the Devar HASHEMwhich he spoke.
39 Now the rest of the acts of Ach'av (Ahab), and all that he did, and the Bais HaShen

(House of Ivory)which he made, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim l'Malkhei Yisroel?

40 So Ach'av slept with his avot; and Achazyahu beno (his son) reigned in his place.
41 And Yehoshaphat ben Asa began to reign over Yehudah in the fourth year of Ach'av

Melech Yisroel.
42 Yehoshaphat was 35 shanah when he began to reign; and he reigned 25 shanah in

Yerushalayim. And the shem immowas Azuvah bat Shilchi.
43And he walked in kol derech Asa aviv; he turned not aside from it, doing that which

was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM;
44nevertheless the high places (places of paganworship)were not taken away; forHaAm

offered and burned incense yet in the high places.
45And Yehoshaphat made peace withMelech Yisroel.
46Now the rest of the acts of Yehoshaphat, and his gevurah that he showed, and how he

warred, are they not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim l'Malkhei Yehudah?
47And the remnant of the kadesh (male and female cult prostitutes), which remained in

the days of Asa aviv, he took out of HaAretz.
48There was then nomelech in Edom; a deputy wasmelech.
49Yehoshaphat made [merchant] oniyot (ships) of Tarshish to go to Ophir for zahav; but

they went not; for the oniyot were shipwrecked at Etzyon-Gever.
50 Then said Achazyahu ben Ach'av unto Yehoshaphat, Let my avadim go with thy

avadim in the oniyot. But Yehoshaphat would not.
51AndYehoshaphat sleptwith his avot, andwas buriedwithhis avot in the IrDovid aviv;

and Yehoram bno reigned in his place.
52Achazyahu ben Ach'av began to reign over Yisroel in Shomron the seventeenth year

of Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah, and reigned two years over Yisroel.
53And he did rah in the sight of HASHEM, walked in the derech aviv, and in the derech

immo, and in the derech Yarov'am ben Nevat, whomade Yisroel to sin;
54 For he served HaBa'al, and worshiped him, and provoked to anger HASHEM Elohei

Yisroel, according to all that aviv had done.

‡ 22:37 Ahab
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Melachim Bais
1ThenMoav rebelled against Yisroel after themot Ach'av.
2 And Achazyah fell down through a lattice in his aliyyah (upper room) that was in

Shomron, and it was a dire injury: and he sent malachim, and he said unto them, Go,
inquire of Ba'al-Zevuv elohei Ekron whether I shall recover of this choli (infirmity).

3But theMalach HASHEM said to Eliyahu HaTishbi, Arise, go up tomeet themalachim of
Melech Shomron, and say unto them, Is it because there is no Elohim in Yisroel, that ye go
to inquire of Ba'al-Zevuv elohei Ekron?

4Nowtherefore thus saithHASHEM,Thoushaltnotgetdownfromthatmittah (bed, couch)
onwhich thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Eliyahu departed.

5 And when the malachim turned back unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now
turned back?

6And they said unto him, There came an ish up tomeet us, and he said unto us, Go, turn
again unto HaMelech that sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Is it because
there is no Elohim in Yisroel, that thou sendest to inquire of Ba'al-Zevuv elohei Ekron?
Therefore thou shalt not get down from that mittah on which thou art gone up, but shalt
surely die.

7And he said unto them, What manner of ish was he which came up to meet you, and
told you these devarim?

8 And they answered him, He was an ish ba'al se'ar (man owning [garment] of [camel]
hair) and girt with an ezor ohr (belt of leather) about his waist. And he said, It is Eliyahu
HaTishbi.

9ThenHaMelech sentuntohimsar chamishimwithhisfifty. Andhewentup tohim; and,
hinei, he sat on the roshhahar. Andhe spokeuntohim, Thou IshHaElohim,HaMelechhath
said, Come down.

10And Eliyahu answered and said to the sar hachamishim, If I be an Ish HaElohim, then
let eish comedown fromShomayim, and consume theeand thyfifty. And there camedown
eish from Shomayim, and consumed him and his fifty.

11Again also he sent unto him another sar chamishim with his fifty. And he answered
and said unto him, O Ish HaElohim, thus hath HaMelech said, Come down quickly.

12AndEliyahuansweredand saidunto them, If I be an IshHaElohim, let eish comedown
from Shomayim, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the eish Elohim came down from
Shomayim, and consumed him and his fifty.

13 And he sent again a third sar chamishim with his fifty. And the sar hachamishim
hashlishiwent up, and came and fell on his birkayim (knees) before Eliyahu, and besought
him, and said unto him, O IshHaElohim, please, letmynefesh, and the nefesh of these fifty
thy avadim, be precious in thy eyes.

14 Hinei, there came eish down from Shomayim, and consumed the two sarim of the
chamishim harishonim with their fifties; therefore let my nefesh now be precious in thy
eyes.

15And the Malach HASHEM said unto Eliyahu, Go down with him; be not afraid of him.
And he got up, and went downwith him unto HaMelech.

16And he said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Forasmuch as thou hast sent malachim to
inquire of Ba'al-Zevuv elohei Ekron, is it because there is no Elohim in Yisroel to inquire of
His Davar? Therefore thou shalt not get down from thatmittah (bed, couch) onwhich thou
art gone up, but shalt surely die.

17 So he died according to the Devar HASHEMwhich Eliyahu had spoken. And Yehoram*
reigned in his place in the second year of Yehoram† ben Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah;
because bno he had not.

18Now the rest of the acts of Achazyahu which he did, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim of theMelachim of Yisroel?

2
1And it came to pass, when HASHEM would take up Eliyahu into Shomayim in a se'arah

(stormwind, whirlwind), that Eliyahu went with Elishah from Gilgal.
2 And Eliyahu said unto Elishah, Tarry here, now; for HASHEM hath sent me to Beit-El.

AndElishah said unto him, AsHASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, Iwill not leave thee.
So they went down to Beit-El.

* 1:17 Yoram of Israel † 1:17 Yoram of Yehudah
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3And the Bnei HaNevi'im that were at Beit-El came forth to Elishah, and said unto him,
Doest thou have da'as that HASHEM will take away thy adon from over thy rosh hayom?
And he said, Yes, I have da'as; be silent.

4 And Eliyahu said unto him, Elishah, tarry here, now; for HASHEM hath sent me to
Yericho. And he said, As HASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, I will not leave thee. So
they came to Yericho.

5And the Bnei HaNevi'im thatwere at Yericho came to Elishah, and said unto him, Doest
thou have da'as that hayom (today)HASHEM will take away thy adon from over thy rosh?
And he answered, Yes, I have da'as; be silent.

6And Eliyahu said unto him, Tarry, now, here; for HASHEM hath sent me to the Yarden.
And he said, As HASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two
walked on.

7And chamishim ish (fiftymen) of the Bnei HaNevi'imwent, standing opposite them at a
distance; and they two stood by the Yarden.

8AndEliyahu took his aderet (mantle, cloak), and rolled it up, and struck themayim, and
they were split from here and from there, so that they two crossed over on charavah (dry
ground).*

9 And it came to pass, when they were crossed over, that Eliyahu said unto Elishah,
Request what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elishah said, Let,
now, a double portion of thy ruach be uponme.

10And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing; nevertheless, if thou see me when lukach
(I am taken away) from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

11And it came to pass, as they still walked on, and talked, that, hinei, there appeared a
merkavah of eish, and susim of eish, and separated the two of them between them; and
Eliyahuwent up in a se'arah (stormwind, whirlwind) into Shomayim.

12And Elishah saw, and he cried, Avi, Avi, themerkavah (war chariot) of Yisroel, and the
parash (horsemen, charioteers) thereof. And he saw him no more; and he took hold of his
own robe, and tore his apparel in two pieces.

13He took up also the aderet Eliyahu that fell from him, andwent back, and stood by the
bank of the Yarden;

14 And he took the aderet Eliyahu that fell from him, and struck the mayim, and said,
Where is HASHEMElohei Eliyahu? Andwhenhe also had struck themayim, they split from
here and from there; and Elishah crossed over.

15 And when the Bnei HaNevi'im which were watching at Yericho saw him from a
distance, they said, The ruach Eliyahu doth rest on Elishah. And they came to meet him,
and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

16And they said unto him, Hinei now, there be among thy avadim chamishim anashim
bnei chayil (fifty able-bodied men); let them go, now, and look for thy adon; perhaps the
Ruach HASHEM hath taken him up, and set him down† upon one of the harim, or in one of
the geya'ot (valleys). And he said, Ye shall not send.

17And when they urged him until he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore
chamishim ish; and they searched shloshah yamim, but found him not.

18Andwhen they returned to him (for he tarried at Yericho), he said unto them, Did I not
say unto you, Go not?

19 And the anshei HaIr said unto Elishah, Hinei, now, the situation of this city is tov,
as adoni seeth; but the mayim is ra'im, and ha'aretz (the land) meshakkalet (barren,
unfruitful).

20And he said, Bring me a tzelokhit chadasha (new bowl), and put melach therein. And
they brought it to him.

21And he went forth unto the motza hamayim (spring of water), and cast the melach in
there, and said, Thus saith HASHEM, I have healed these mayim; there shall not be from
there anymoremavet or meshakkalet (unfruitfulness, barrenness).

22So themayimwerehealeduntohayomhazeh (this day), according to thedevarElishah
which he spoke.

23Andhewentup from thereuntoBeit-El; andashewas goingupalong thederech, there
came forthne'arimketannimoutof the Ir, and jeered inmockeryathim, andsaiduntohim,
Go on up, thou kere'ach (bald head); go on up, thou kere'ach.

24 And he turned around, and looked on them, and cursed them in the Shem HASHEM.
And there came forth two dubim (female bears) out of the woods, and mauled 42 yeladim
of them.

* 2:8 See Josh 3:17 † 2:16 See Ac 8:39-40
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25And he went from there to Mt Carmel, and from there he returned to Shomron.

3
1Now Yehoram ben Ach'av began to reign over Yisroel in Shomron the eighteenth year

of Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah, and reigned twelve shanah.
2And he wrought rah in the eyes of HASHEM; but not like Aviv, nor like Immo; for he put

awaymatzvat HaBa'al (the image of Ba'al) that Aviv hadmade.
3 Nevertheless his deveykus was unto the chattot Yarov'am Ben Nevat, which caused

Yisroel to sin; therefrom he did not turn away.
4And Mesha Melech Moav was a sheep breeder, and rendered unto the Melech Yisroel

100,000 lambs, and 100,000 rams, with the tzemer (wool).
5But it came to pass, when Ach'av was mot, that Melech Moav rebelled against Melech

Yisroel.
6AndMelech Yehoramwent out of Shomron on that day, andmustered kol Yisroel.
7 And he went and sent to Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah, saying, Melech Moav hath

rebelled against me; wilt thou go with me against Moav for milchamah? And he said, I
will go up: I am as thou art, my Am as thy Am, andmy susim as thy susim.

8And he said, Which derech shall we go up [to attack]? And he answered, The derech
through theMidbar Edom.

9SoMelechYisroel,MelechYehudah,MelechEdomwent,madea circuit of shivat yamim
in their derech; and there was no mayim for the machaneh, and for the behemah that
followed them.

10AndMelech Yisroel said, Alas that HASHEM hath called these threemelachim together,
to deliver them into the yadMoav!

11 But Yehoshaphat said, Is there not here a navi of HASHEM, that we may inquire of
HASHEM through him? And one of the avadim of Melech Yisroel answered and said, Here
is Elishah Ben Shaphat, which pouredmayim on the hands of Eliyahu.

12 And Yehoshaphat said, The Devar HASHEM is with him. So Melech Yisroel and
Yehoshaphat andMelech Edomwent down to him.

13 And Elishah said unto Melech Yisroel, What have I to do with thee? Get thee to the
nevi'im of Avicha,* and to the nevi'im of Immecha. AndMelech Yisroel said unto him, No;
for HASHEM hath called these threemelachim, to deliver them into the yadMoav.

14And Elishah said, As HASHEM Tzva'os liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it not
that I regard the presence of Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah, I would not look toward thee,
nor see thee.

15But now bring memenagen. And it came to pass, when the menagen played, that the
Yad HASHEM came upon him.

16And he said, Thus saith HASHEM, Make this valley full of ditches.
17 For thus saith HASHEM, Ye shall not see ruach, neither shall ye see geshem; yet this

valley shall be filled with mayim, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your
behemah (livestock).

18And this is but a light thing in the eyes of HASHEM; Hewill deliver Moav also into your
yad.

19 And ye shall strike every fortified city, every ir mivchor, and shall fell every etz tov,
stop up kol ma'yanmayim, mar every good allotment of land with avanim.

20And it came topass in theboker,when theminchahwasoffered, that, hinei, there came
mayim by the derech of Edom, and HaAretz was filled withmayim.

21AndwhenkolMoavheard that themelachimwere comeup to fight against them, they
gathered all that could bear arms, and older, and stood at the border.

22And theyroseupearly in theboker, and the shemeshshoneupon themayim, andMoav
saw themayim on the other side, and to them it looked as red as dahm;

23And they said, This is dahm; the melachim are surely slain, and they have struck one
another; now therefore, Moav, to the plunder!

24Andwhen they came to themachanehYisroel, Yisroel rose upand struckMoav, so that
they fled before them; but they went forward strikingMoav, even invading their country.

25And they beat down the towns, and on every good allotment of land every ish cast his
even (stone), and filled it; and they stopped up kol ma'yan mayim, and felled kol etz tov;
only in Kir Charaset left they the avanim thereof; howbeit the slingers surrounded it, and
struck it.

26AndwhenMelechMoav saw that themilchamahwas chazakagainst him, he tookwith
him700 ish thatdrewcherev, tobreak throughevenuntoMelechEdom; but theycouldnot.

* 3:13 i.e., of Ba'al
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27Then he took bno habechor that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for
an olah upon the chomah. And therewas ketzef gadol (great fury) against Yisroel; and they
withdrew, and returned to their own land.

4
1Now there cried out a certain isha of the nashim of the Bnei HaNevi'im unto Elishah,

saying, Thy evedmy ish is dead; and thou knowest that thy eved did fear HASHEM: and the
creditor is come to take unto himmy two yeladim to be avadim (slaves).

2And Elishah said unto her,What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the bais?
And she said, Thine shifchah hath not anything in the bais, except a flask of shemen.

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee kelim from all around of all thy shchenim, even empty
kelim; borrow not a few.

4Andwhen thouart come in, thou shalt shut thedelet behind theeandbehind thybanim,
shalt pour out into all those kelim, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.

5So shewent from him, and shut the delet behind her and behind her banim, whowere
bringing to her; and she poured.

6 And it came to pass, when the kelim were full, that she said unto her ben, Bring me
another keli. And he said unto her, There is not anymore keli. And the shemen stopped.

7 Then she came and told the Ish HaElohim. And he said, Go, sell the shemen, and pay
thy debt, and live thou and thy banim on the rest.

8And then one day Elishah passed over to Shunem, where was an isha gedolah; and she
constrained him to eat lechem. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in there
to eat lechem.

9And she saiduntoher ish,Hinei now, I perceive that this is an IshElohimKadosh,which
passeth by us tamid.

10Please, let usmake a small aliyyat kir (walled upper room); and let us set for him there
a mittah (bed), and a shulchan (table), and a kisse (chair), and a menorah: and it shall be,
when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in there.

11And then one day he came there, and he turned in the aliyyah (upper room), and lay
there.

12And he said to Geichazi his na'ar, Call this Shunammit. And when he had called her,
she stood before him.

13And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Hinei, thou hast been careful for us with all
this care; what is to be done for thee? Wouldest thou be spoken for to HaMelech, or to the
Sar HaTzava? And she answered, I dwell amongmine own people.

14And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Geichazi answered, Verily she hath
no ben, and her ish is zaken.

15And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the petach (doorway).
16And he said, About this mo'ed, according to the et chayyah,* thou choveket ben (shalt

embrace a son). And she said, No, adoni, thou Ish HaElohim, do not give false hope unto
thine shifchah.

17 And the isha conceived, and bore ben at that mo'ed that Elishah had said unto her,
according to the et chayyah.

18 The yeled grew, and it happened one day, that he went out to Aviv to the kotzerim
(harvesters, reapers).

19And he said unto Aviv, My rosh, my rosh. And he said to the na'ar, Carry him to immo.
20Andwhen he had lifted him, and brought him to immo, he sat on her birkayim (knees)

till tzohorayim, and then died.
21And shewent up, and laid him on themittat IshHaElohim, and shut [the door] behind

her and went out.
22 And she called unto her ish, and said, Send me now, please, one of the ne'arim, and

one of the donkeys, that I may run to the Ish HaElohim, and return.
23And he said, Madu'a (why)wilt thou go to him today? It is neither Rosh Chodesh, nor

Shabbos. And she said, Shalom.
24 Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her na'ar, lead on, and go forward; slack not

thy riding for me, except I bid thee.
25So shewent and came unto the Ish HaElohim atMt Carmel. And it came to pass, when

the Ish HaElohim saw her afar off, that he said to Geichazi his na'ar, Hinei, over there is
that Shunammit:

* 4:16 Gn 18:10
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26 Run now, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it shalom with thee? Is it shalom with thy
ish? Is it shalomwith the yeled? And she answered, Shalom:

27 And when she came to the Ish HaElohim at the har, she took hold of him by the
raglayim: but Geichazi came near to thrust her away. And the Ish HaElohim said, Let her
alone; for her nefesh is marah within her: and HASHEM hath hid it fromme, and hath not
told me.

28Then she said, Did Imake request of adoni for a ben? Did I not say, Do not deceiveme?
29Then he said to Geichazi, Gird up thy loins, and takemymishe'net (staff) in thine yad,

and run: if thou meet any ish, salute him not; and if any ish salute thee, answer him not
again: and laymymishe'net (staff) upon the face of the na'ar.

30And the em hana'ar said, As HASHEM liveth, and as thy nefesh liveth, I will not leave
thee. And he arose, and followed her.

31And Geichazi passed on ahead of them, and laid the mishe'net (staff) upon the face of
the na'ar; but therewas neither kol (voice), nor keshet (attention). So hewent back tomeet
him, and told him, saying, The na'ar is not awakened.

32And when Elishah was come into the bais, hinei, the na'ar was dead, and lying upon
his mittah.

33 So he went in, and shut the delet on the two of them, and davened unto HASHEM.
34And he went up, and lay upon the yeled, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his

eyes upon his eyes, and his palms upon his palms: and stretched himself upon him; and
the basar of the yeled grewwarm.

35 Then he turned away, and paced in the bais to and fro; and went up, and stretched
himself upon him; and the na'ar sneezed seven times, and the na'ar opened his eyes.

36 And he summoned Geichazi, and said, Call this Shunammit. So he called her. And
when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy ben.

37Then she went in, and fell at his raglayim, and bowed herself to the ground, and took
up her ben, and went out.

38AndElishah returned toGilgal; and therewas a ra'av (famine) in the land; and theBnei
HaNevi'im were sitting before him; and he said unto his na'ar, Put on the siyr hagedolah,
and cook stew for the Bnei HaNevi'im.

39And one went out into the sadeh to gather orot (herbs), and found a gefen sadeh, and
gathered thereof pakku'ot sadeh (wild gourds), the fold of his begedhefilled, and cameand
cut them up into the siyr of stew; though no one knewwhat they were.

40 So they poured out for the anashim to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of
the stew, that they cried out, and said, O thou Ish HaElohim, there ismavet in the siyr. And
they could not eat thereof.

41But he said, Then bring kemakh (meal, flour). And he cast it into the siyr; and he said,
Serve to HaAm, that theymay eat. And there was no rah in the siyr.

42 And there came an ish from Ba'al-Shalishah, and brought the Ish HaElohim lechem
bikkurim, twenty loaves of se'orim (barley), and [roasted] ears of corn in his sack. And he†
said, Give unto HaAm, that theymay eat.

43And the one serving him said, What, should I set this before a hundred ish? He said
again, GiveHaAm, that theymay eat; for thus saithHASHEM, They shall eat, and there shall
be shirayim.

44 So he set it before them, and they did eat, and there was shirayim thereof, according
to the Devar HASHEM.

5
1Now Na'aman, Sar Tzeva Melech Aram, was an ish gadol before his adon and highly

honored, because by him HASHEM had given deliverance unto Aram; he was also a gibbor
chayil, but metzorah (having leprosy).

2AndAram (theSyrians)hadgoneout gedudim (inbandsof soldiers), andhad takenaway
captive out of Eretz Yisroel a na'arah ketanah; and she waited on Na'amanʼs isha.

3And she said unto her gevirah, If only adoni were before the navi that is in Shomron!
For he would recover him of his tzara'at.

4 And one went in, and told his adon, saying, Thus and thus said the na'arah that is of
Eretz Yisroel.

5AndMelechAramsaid, Go to, go, and Iwill senda sefer (letter)untoMelechYisroel. And
he* departed, and tookwith him ten talents of kesef, and six thousand pieces of zahav, and
ten changes of begadim.

† 4:42 Elishah * 5:5Na'aman
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6Andhebrought the sefer (letter) toMelechYisroel, saying, Nowwhen this letter is come
unto thee, hinei, I have therewith sentNa'amanavdi to thee, that thoumayest ofhis tzara'at
recover him.

7And it came to pass, when Melech Yisroel had read the sefer, that he tore his begadim,
and said, Am I HaElohim, to kill and to make alive, that this doth send unto me to recover
an ish of his tzara'at? Wherefore consider, now, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against
me.

8And it was so, when Elishah Ish HaElohim had heard that Melech Yisroel had torn his
beged, that he sent to HaMelech, saying,Why hast thou torn thy beged? Let him come now
tome, and he shall know that there is a navi in Yisroel.

9SoNa'aman camewith his susim andwith hismerkavah, and stood at the petach of the
bais Elishah.

10And Elishah sent a malach unto him, saying, Go and wash sheva times in the Yarden,
and thy basar shall come back to thee, and thou shalt be tahor.

11ButNa'amanwas inwrath, andwentaway, andsaid,Hinei, I thought thathewill surely
come out to me, and stand, and call on the Shem HASHEM Elohav, and wave his yad over
themakom, and give recovery from themetzorah (leprosy, leprous area).

12Are not Avana and Parpar, naharot of Damascus, better than all themayim of Yisroel?
May I not wash in them, and be tahor? So he turned and went away in chemah (anger, hot
temper).

13And his avadim came near, and spoke unto him, and said, Avi, if the navi had bid thee
do some davar gadol, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he
saith to thee, Wash, and be tahor?

14Thenwent he down, and did undergo tevilah (dippedhimself, immersedhimself) sheva
times in the Yarden, according to the devar of the Ish HaElohim; his basar came back like
unto the basar of a na'ar katan; he was tahor.

15He returned to the Ish HaElohim, he and all his machaneh came, stood before him;
and he said, Hinei, now I know that there is no Elohim in kol ha'aretz, but in Yisroel; now
therefore, please, take a brocha of thy eved.

16But he said, As HASHEM liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged
him to take it; but he refused.

17AndNa'aman said, Shall there not then, please, be given to thy eved twomulesʼmassa
(burden) of adamah? For thy eved will henceforth offer neither olah nor zevach unto
elohim acherim, but unto HASHEM.

18 In this thing HASHEM pardon thy eved, that when adoni goeth into the Bais Rimmon to
bow down there, and he leaneth onmy yad, and I bowmyself in the Bais Rimmon; when I
bow downmyself in the Bais Rimmon, HASHEM pardon thy eved in this thing.

19And he said unto him, Go in shalom. So he departed from him some distance.
20 But Geichazi, the na'ar Elishah the Ish HaElohim, said, Hinei, adoni hath spared

Na'aman HaArami hazeh by not accepting at his hands that which he brought: but, as
HASHEM liveth, I will run after him, and take something of him.

21 So Geichazi pursued after Na'aman. And when Na'aman saw him running after him,
he got down from themerkavah tomeet him, and said, HaShalom (is all well)?

22And he said, Shalom (all is well). Adoni hath sent me, saying, Hinei, even now there
came tome fromharEphrayim twone'arimof theBneiHaNevi'im; give them, now, a talent
of kesef, and two changes of begadim.

23 And Na'aman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two
talents of kesef in two bags, with two changes of begadim, and laid them upon two of his
ne'arim; and they bore them before him.

24Andwhenhe came to a secluded spot, he took them from their yad, andput themaway
in the bais; and he let the anashim go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his adon. And Elishah said unto him, From where
comest thou, Geichazi? And he said, Thy eved went nowhere.

26And he said unto him,Went not mine lev (spirit)with thee, when the ish turned again
from his merkavah tomeet thee? Is it a time to receive kesef, and to receive begadim, and
zeitim (olive groves), and kramim, and tzon, and bakar, and avadim, and shefachot?

27The tzara'at therefore ofNa'aman shallmake its deveykusunto thee, andunto thy zera
l'olam. And he went out from his presencemetzorah, like sheleg (snow).

6
1And the BneiHaNevi'im said unto Elishah, Hinei now, themakomwherewedwellwith

thee is too tzar (cramped, crowded) for us.
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2 Let us go, now, unto the Yarden, and take from there every ish one korah (beam), and
let us build us a makom (place, home) there, where we may dwell. And he answered, Go,
ye.

3And one said, Be agreed, now, and go with thy avadim. And he answered, I will go.
4 So he went with them. Andwhen they came to the Yarden, they cut down haetzim (the

trees, the wood).
5But as onewas felling the korah (beam, i.e., tree), the barzel (iron [axehead]) fell into the

mayim; and he cried out, and said, Alas, adoni! For it was sha'ul (being borrowed).
6And the Ish HaElohim said, Where fell it? And he showed him themakom (place). And

he cut an etz (piece of wood, stick), and cast it in there; and the barzel did float up to the
surface.

7Therefore said he, Take it out to thee. And he stretched out his yad, and took it.
8 Then Melech Aram warred against Yisroel, and took counsel with his avadim, saying,

In such and suchmakom shall be my chosen encampment places.
9 And the Ish HaElohim sent unto Melech Yisroel, saying, Beware that thou be shomer

not to pass this makom; for there come down Aram.
10AndMelech Yisroel sent to the makomwhich the Ish HaElohim told him and warned

him of, and he was watchful there, not just once nor twice.
11 Therefore the lev Melech Aram was over this matter much incensed; and he sum-

monedhis avadim, and saidunto them,Will yenot showmewhoofus is [traitor] toMelech
Yisroel?

12 And one of his avadim said, None, adoni HaMelech; but Elishah HaNavi that is in
Yisroel, telleth Melech Yisroel the devarim that thou speakest in thy cheder mishkav
(bedroom).

13And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and take him captive. And it was
told him, saying, Hinei, he is in Dotan.

14Therefore sent he there susim, andmerkavot, and a strong army contingent; and they
came by lailah, and surrounded the ir.

15 And when the mesharet (minister, servant) of the Ish HaElohim was risen early, and
went forth, hinei, an army surrounded the ir with susim andmerkavot. And his na'ar said
unto him, Alas, adoni! What shall we do?

16Andhe answered, Fear not; for they that bewith us are rabbim (many)more than they
that be with them.

17 And Elishah davened, and said, HASHEM, now, open his eyes, that he may see. And
HASHEM opened the eyes of the na'ar and he saw; and, hinei, the har was full of susim and
merkavot of eish all around Elishah.

18Andwhen theymade their descent unto him, Elishah daveneduntoHASHEM, and said,
Strike now hagoy hazeh, with blindness. And He struck themwith blindness according to
the davar Elishah.

19AndElishah said unto them, This is not the derech, neither is this the ir; followme, and
I will lead you to the ish whom ye seek. But he led them to Shomron.

20And it came to pass, when they were come into Shomron, that Elishah said, HASHEM,
open the eyes of these, that they may see. And HASHEM opened their eyes, and they saw;
and, hinei, they were in themidst of Shomron.

21AndMelechYisroel saiduntoElishah,whenhe saw them,Avi, shall I strike them? Shall
I strike them?

22And he answered, Thou shalt not strike them; wouldest thou strike those whom thou
hast taken captive with thy cherev and with thy keshet? Set lechem and mayim before
them, that theymay eat and drink, and go back to adoneihem.

23Andhepreparedkerah gedolah (a greatmeal) for them; andwhen theyfinished eating
and drinking, he sent them away, and they went to adoneihem. So the raiding parties of
Aram (Syria) came nomore into Eretz Yisroel.

24And it came topassafter this, thatBen-HadadMelechAramgatheredall hismachaneh,
and went up, and laid siege to Shomron.

25And there was a ra'av gadol in Shomron; and, hinei, they laid siege to it, until a rosh
chamor was sold for fourscore pieces of kesef, and a quarter of a kav of doveʼs dung for
five pieces of kesef.

26And asMelech Yisroel was passing by upon the chomah (wall), there cried out an isha
unto him, saying, Hoshi'a (save), adoni HaMelech!

27And he said, If HASHEM saves thee not, from where can I save thee? From the goren
(threshing floor) or from the yekev (wine press)?
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28And HaMelech said unto her, What troubleth thee? And she answered, This isha said
unto me, Give thy ben, that we may eat him hayom (today), and we will eat beni (my son)
machar (tomorrow).

29 So we cooked beni (my son), and did eat him; and I said unto her on the yom ha'acher
(the day after), Give thy ben, that wemay eat him; and she hath hid her ben.

30And it came to pass, whenHaMelechheard the divrei haisha, that he tore his begadim;
andhepassed byupon the chomah, and the people looked, and, hinei, he had, underneath,
sackcloth upon his basar.

31Then he said, Elohim do so andmore also to me, if the rosh Elishah Ben Shaphat shall
remain on him hayom (today).

32 But Elishah sat in his bais, and the Zekenim sat with him; and he* sent an ish ahead
of him; but before the malach came to him, he† said to the Zekenim, See ye how this ben
hameratze'ach (son of a murderer) hath sent to cut off mine rosh? Look, when the malach
cometh, shut the delet (door), and hold him shut out by the delet; is not the sound of the
raglei adonav behind him?

33Andwhile he‡ yet was speaking with them, hinei, themalach (messenger) came down
unto him; and he§ said, Hinei, this ra'ah (evil, disaster) is from HASHEM; what hope can I
have fromHASHEM?

7
1Then Elishah said, Hear ye the Devar HASHEM; Thus saith HASHEM,Machar (tomorrow)

about this time shall a se'ah of solet (fineflour)be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of se'orim
for a shekel, at the Sha'ar Shomron.

2Then an officer onwhose armHaMelech leaned answered the Ish HaElohim, and said,
Hinei, even if HASHEM would make windows in Shomayim, could this thing happen? And
he said, Thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

3 And there were arba'ah anashim that were metzora'im at the petach haSha'ar (city
gate); and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the Ir, then the ra'av (famine) is in the Ir, and we shall die
there; and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us throw ourselves
unto theMachanehAram (SyrianCamp); if they spare us alive, we shall live; and if they kill
us, we shall die.

5And they rose up at neshef (twilight, dusk) to go unto the Machaneh Aram; and when
they were come to the edge of the Machaneh Aram, hinei, there was no ish there.

6 For Adonoi had made the Machaneh Aram to hear a noise of chariots and a noise of
susim, even the noise of a chayil gadol (a great army); and they said one to another, Hinei,
theMelech Yisroel hath hired against us theMelachim of the Chittim, and theMelachim of
theMitzrayim, to come upon us.

7 Therefore they arose and fled in the neshef (twilight), and left their ohalim, and their
susim, and their chamorim, even theMachaneh just as it was, and fled for their nefesh.

8Andwhen thesemetzora'imcame to the edge of theMachaneh, theywent into oneohel,
and did eat and drink, and carried from there kesef, and zahav, and begadim, andwent off
and hid it; and came back, and entered into another ohel, and carried from there also, and
went and hid it.

9Then they said one to another, We do not right; this day is a Yom Besorah, and we hold
ourpeace; ifwe tarry till ohrhaboker, someavon (punishment forbeingsinful)will overtake
us; now therefore come, that wemay go and tell the Bais HaMelech.

10 So they came and called unto the Sho'er HaIr (Gatekeeper of the City); and they told
them, saying, We came to the Machaneh Aram, and, hinei, there was no ish there, neither
voice of adam, but susim tied, and chamor tied, and the ohalim just as they were.

11And he called the sho'arim (gatekeepers); and they told it to the Bais HaMelechwithin.
12AndHaMelech arose in the lailah, and said unto his avadim, Iwill now showyouwhat

the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are starved by famine; therefore are they
gone out of theMachaneh to hide themselves in the sadeh, saying,When they come out of
the Ir, we shall catch them chayyim (alive), and get into the Ir.

13And one of his avadim answered and said, Let some of the men take, now, five of the
remaining susim left; behold, they will be like kol hamon Yisroel (the whole multitude of
Yisroel) that still survives; they are like the kol hamon Yisroel that has perished already.
Let us send and find out.

* 6:32HaMelech † 6:32 Elishah ‡ 6:33 Elishah § 6:33HaMelech
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14 They took therefore two chariots of susim; and HaMelech sent after the Machaneh
Aram, saying, Go and find out.

15 And they went after them as far as Yarden; and, hinei, all the derech was full of
begadim and kelim, which the Syrians had cast off in their haste. And the malachim
returned, and told theMelech.

16And the people went out, and plundered the Machaneh Aram. So a se'ah of solet (fine
flour)was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of se'orim for a shekel, according to the Devar
HASHEM.

17 And HaMelech appointed the officer on whose arm he leaned to have the charge of
the Sha'ar; and the people trampled upon him in the Sha'ar, and he died, just as the Ish
HaElohim had said, who spoke when HaMelech came down to him.

18And it came to pass as the Ish HaElohim had spoken to HaMelech, saying, Two seahs
of se'orim for a shekel, and a seah of solet for a shekel, shall be about this time machar
(tomorrow) in the Sha'ar Shomron;

19 And that officer answered the Ish HaElohim, and said, Now, hinei, even if HASHEM
would make windows in Shomayim, could such a thing happen? And he said, Thou shalt
see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

20And so it happened unto him; for the people trampled upon him in the Sha'ar, and he
died.*

8
1Then spoke Elishah unto the isha, whose ben he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and

go thou and thine bais, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn; for HASHEM hath
called for a ra'av (famine); and it shall also come upon ha'aretz sheva shanim.

2And the isha arose, and did according to the davar Ish HaElohim; she went away and
her bais, sojourned in the Eretz Pelishtim sheva shanim.

3And it came to pass at the end of the sheva shanim, that the isha returned from Eretz
Pelishtim; and she went forth to make appeal unto HaMelech for her bais and for her
sadeh.

4 And HaMelech talked with Geichazi na'ar Ish HaElohim, saying, Tell me, now, all the
gedolot (great things) that Elishah hath done.

5 And it came to pass, as he was telling HaMelech how he had restored to life hamet
(the dead), that, hinei, the isha, whose ben he had restored to life, cried out her appeal to
HaMelech for her bais and for her sadeh. And Geichazi said, Adoni, HaMelech, this is the
isha, and this is her ben, whom Elishah restored to life.

6And when HaMelech asked the isha, she told him. So HaMelech appointed unto her a
certain saris (official), saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the tevu'ot (increase) of the
sadeh since the yom that she left ha'aretz, even until now.

7And Elishah came to Damascus; and Ben-HadadMelech Aram choleh (was ill), when it
was told him, saying, Ish HaElohim has come here.

8 And HaMelech said unto Chazael, Take a minchah (a present) in thine yad, and go,
meet the Ish HaElohim, and inquire of HASHEM through him, saying, Shall I recover of this
illness?

9 So Chazael went to meet him, and took a minchah (a present)with him, even of every
good thingofDamascus,massa (burden, load)of arba'imgamal, and cameand stoodbefore
him, and said, Binecha Ben-HadadMelech Aram (Syria) hath sentme to thee, saying, Shall
I recover of this illness?

10 And Elishah said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou shalt certainly recover; howbeit
HASHEM hath showedme that he shall surely die.

11Andhefixed his gaze steadfastly, and stared at himuntil hewas ashamed; then the Ish
HaElohimwept.

12And Chazael said, Why weepeth, adoni? And he answered, Because I know the ra'ah
(evil, harm) that thou wilt do unto the Bnei Yisroel; their strongholds wilt thou with eish
set ablaze, and their bochurim wilt thou slay with the cherev, and wilt dash their olelim,
and their womenwith child thou wilt rip open.

13 And Chazael said, But what, is thy eved a kelev (dog), that he should do this davar
hagadol (great thing)? And Elishah answered, HASHEM hath showed me that thou shalt
be Melech over Aram (Syria).

* 7:20 The Scriptures say “Woe tome if I preach not the Besuras HaGeulah” as it says here in the Yom Besorah (7:9), for
this is our day andwe are the unclean saved by grace.
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14So he departed from Elishah, and came to adonav (hismaster); who said to him,What
said Elishah to thee? And he answered, He told me that thou shouldest surely recover.

15And it came topasson thenextday, thathe tookhamakhber (thebed-cover), andsoaked
it inmayim, and spread it on his face, so that he died; and Chazael reigned asMelech in his
place.

16 And in the fifth year of Yoram Ben Ach'av Melech Yisroel, Yehoshaphat being then
Melech Yehudah, Yehoram Ben Yehoshafat Melech Yehudah began to reign as Melech.

17Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign as Melech; and he reigned as
Melech shmoneh shanah in Yerushalayim.

18And hewalked in the derechmalkhei Yisroel, as did the Bais Ach'av; for the Bat Ach'av
was his isha; and he did rah (evil) before the eyes of HASHEM.

19Yet HASHEMwould not destroy Yehudah for the sake of Dovid His eved, in accordance
with His promise to him to give a Ner (Lamp) for him and his banim kol hayamim.

20 In his yamim Edom pasha (rebelled) from under the yad Yehudah, and set a melech
over themselves.

21So Yoramwent over to Tzair, and all themerkavotwith him; and he rose by lailah, and
attacked Edom who had him surrounded, and the commanders of the merkavot; and the
army fled to their ohalim (tents, homes).

22 Yet Edom revolted from under the yad Yehudah unto this day. Then Livnah revolted
at the same time.

23And the rest of the acts of Yoram, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?

24 And Yoram slept with his avot, and was buried with his avot in Ir Dovid; and
Achazyahu bno reigned as Melech in his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Yoram Ben Ach'av Melech Yisroel did Achazyahu Ben Yehoram
Melech Yehudah begin to reign as Melech.

26Achazyahu was 22 years old when he began to reign as Melech; and he reigned one
year in Yerushalayim. And the shem immowas Atalyah Bat Omri Melech Yisroel.

27And he walked in the derech of the Bais Ach'av, and did rah in the eyes of HASHEM, as
did the Bais Ach'av: for he was choson (son-in-law) of the Bais Ach'av.

28And he went with Yoram Ben Ach'av to the milchamah (war) against Chazael Melech
Aram in Ramot Gil'ad; and the Aramimwounded Yoram.

29And Yoram HaMelech returned to recover in Yizre'el of the makkim (wounds) which
the Aramim (Syrians) had inflicted on him at Ramah, when he fought against Chazael
Melech Aram. And Achazyahu Ben Yehoram Melech Yehudah went down to see Yoram
Ben Ach'av in Yizre'el, because he was choleh (ill with his wounds).

9
1And ElishahHaNavi summoned one of the Bnei HaNevi'im, and said unto him, Gird up

thy loins, and take this jar of shemen in thine yad, and go to Ramot Gil'ad:
2Andwhen thou comest there, look there for Yehu Ben Yehoshaphat BenNimshi, and go

in, and make him arise up from among his achim, and take him to a cheder b'cheder (an
inner room);

3 Then take the jar of shemen, and pour it on his rosh, and say, Thus saith HASHEM,
Meshachticha (I anoint thee)Melech over Yisroel. Then open the delet, flee; tarry not.

4 So the na'ar, even the na'ar hanavi, went to Ramot Gil'ad.
5Andwhenhe came, hinei, the sarimof the armywere sitting; he said, I have a davar for

thee, O sar. And Yehu said, Unto which of all us? And he said, To thee, O sar.
6And he arose, and went into the bais; and he poured the shemen on his rosh, and said

untohim, Thus saithHASHEMEloheiYisroel, I haveanointed theeMelechoverAmHASHEM,
even over Yisroel.

7And thou shalt strike down the Bais Ach'av adoneicha, that I may avenge the dahm of
My avadim the Nevi'im, and the dahm of kol avdei HASHEM, shed by Izevel.

8 For the kol Bais Ach'av shall perish: and I will cut off from Ach'av mashtin b'kir (him
that urinates against the wall, i.e., all males), and him that is atzur (bond) or azuv (free) in
Yisroel:

9 And I will make the Bais Ach'av like the Bais Yarov'am Ben Nevat, and like the Bais
Ba'asha Ben Achiyah:

10And the kelavim shall devour Izevel in the chelek Yizre'el, and there shall be none to
bury her. And he opened the delet and fled.
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11 Then Yehu came forth to the avadim adonav: and one said unto him, Is all shalom
(well)? Why came thismeshuga (crazy fellow) to thee? And he said unto them, Ye know the
ish and his babble.

12 And they said, It is sheker; tell us now. And he said, Thus and thus spoke he to me,
saying, Thus saith HASHEM, Meshachticha (I anoint thee)Melech over Yisroel.

13Then they hasted, and took every ish his beged, and spread it under him on the top of
thema'alot (stairs), and blew the shofar, saying, Yehu is Melech.

14 So Yehu Ben Yehoshaphat Ben Nimshi plotted a kesher against Yoram. (Now Yoram
had been shomer over Ramot Gil'ad, he and Kol Yisroel, because of Chazael Melech Aram
[Syria]).

15But YehoramHaMelechhad returned to recover inYizre'el from themakkim (wounds)
which the Aramim (Syrians) had inflicted on him, when he fought against Chazael Melech
Aram. And Yehu said, If ye be sominded, then let none slip away nor escape from the Ir to
go to tell it in Yizre'el.

16 So Yehu rode in amerkavah, and went to Yizre'el; for Yoram lay there. And Achazyah
Melech Yehudahwas come down to see Yoram.

17And there stood a tzofeh (sentinel) on the migdal in Yizre'el, and he saw the company
of Yehu as he approached, and said, I see a company. Yehoramsaid, Take a horseman, send
tomeet them, and let him say, Is it shalom?

18 So there went a rider on the sus to meet him, and said, Thus saith HaMelech, Is it
shalom? And Yehu said, What hast thou to do with shalom? Fall in behind me. And the
tzofeh told, saying, Themalach reached them, but he cometh not back.

19Then he sent out a second on sus, which came to them, and said, Thus saithHaMelech,
Is it shalom? And Yehu answered, What hast thou to do with shalom? Fall in behindme.

20 And the tzofeh reported, saying, He reached them, and cometh not back: and the
driving is like the driving of Yehu Ben Nimshi; for he driveth beshiga'on (like a meshuga,
recklessly).

21AndYehoramsaid, Harnasses ready! Andhismerkavahwasharnessed. AndYehoram
Melech Yisroel and AchazyahuMelech Yehudahwent out, each in hismerkavah, and they
went out against Yehu, andmet him in the chelek of Navot HaYizre'eli.

22And it came to pass, when Yehoram saw Yehu, that he said, Is it shalom, Yehu? And he
answered,What shalom, so long as the zenunei immecha Izevel (harlotries of yourmother
Jezebel) and her kheshafim (witchcrafts) are somany?

23 And Yehoram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Achazyahu, Mirmah (deceit,
treachery!), O Achazyah.

24And Yehu drew his keshet, and struck Yehoram between the shoulders, and the khetz
(arrow)went out at his lev, and he sunk down in his merkavah.

25Then saidYehu toBidkarhis shalishoh, Take [him]up, and cast him in the chelek of the
sadeh of Navot HaYizre'eli; for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after
Ach'av Aviv, HASHEM laid this massa (prophetic burden) upon him;

26 Surely I have seen yesterday the dahm of Navot, and the dahm of his banim, saith
HASHEM; and I will requite thee in this chelek, saith HASHEM. Now therefore take and cast
him into the chelek, according to the Devar HASHEM.

27ButwhenAchazyahMelechYehudah saw this, he fledby the derech (way)BaisHaGan.
And Yehu pursued after him, and shouted, Strike him down also in the merkavah. And
they did so on the way up to Gur, which is by Yivle'am. And he escaped to Megiddo, and
died there.

28 And his avadim carried him in a merkavah to Yerushalayim and buried him in his
kever with his avot in Ir Dovid.

29And in the eleventh year of YoramBenAch'av beganAchazyah to reign asMelech over
Yehudah.

30Andwhen Yehuwas come to Yizre'el, Izevel heard of it; and she painted her eyes, and
adorned her rosh, and looked out at a chalon.

31Andas Yehu entered in at the sha'ar, she said, Did Zimri have shalom,who slaughtered
his adon?

32And he lifted up his face to the chalon, and said, Who is on my side? Who? And there
looked out to him two or three sarisim.

33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down; and some of her dahm
spattered on the wall, and on the susim; and he trampled her under foot.

34And when he went in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this arurah (cursed
woman), and bury her; for she is a Bat Melech.
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35And theywent to bury her; but they foundnomore of her than the gulgolet (skull), and
the raglayim (feet), and the kappot (palms) of her yadayim.

36Therefore, they cameback, and toldhim. Andhe said, This is theDevarHASHEM,which
He spoke by His eved Eliyahu HaTishbi, saying, In the chelek Yizre'el shall kelavim (dogs)
eat the basar Izevel;

37 And the nevelah of Izevel shall be as dung upon the face of the sadeh in the chelek
Yizre'el; so that no one will be able to say, This is Izevel.

10
1AndAch'av had seventy banim in Shomron. And Yehuwrote sefarim (letters), and sent

to Shomron, unto the sarim of Yizre'el, to the zekenim, and to the omenim Ach'av, saying,
2Now as soon as this sefer cometh to you, seeing your adonʼs banim are with you, and

there are with youmerkavot and susim, a fortified city also, and neshek (weapons);
3Look even out the tov (best) and yashar of your adonʼs banim, and set himonkisse aviv,

and fight for the Bais adoneichem.
4But theywere exceedingly afraid, and said,Hinei, twomelachim* stoodnot beforehim;

how then shall we stand?
5And he that was over the Bais (Palace), and he that was over the Ir, the zekenim also,

and the omenim (guardians ),† sent to Yehu, saying,We are thy avadim, andwill do all that
thou shalt bid us; we will not appoint anymelech; do thou that which is tov in thine eyes.

6 Then he wrote a sefer (letter) the second time to them, saying, If ye be mine, and if ye
will pay heed unto my voice, take ye the rashei anshei bnei adoneichem (the heads of the
male children of your master), and come to me to Yizre'el by tomorrow this time. Now the
Bnei HaMelech, being seventy persons, were with the Gedolim of the Ir, whowere rearing
them.

7And it came topass,when the sefer came to them, that they took theBneiHaMelech, and
slaughtered seventy persons and put their heads in dudim (baskets) and sent him them to
Yizre'el.

8 And there came a malach, and told him, saying, They have brought the rashei Bnei
HaMelech. And he said, Lay ye them in two tziburim (heaps, piles) at the petach of the
sha'ar until the boker.

9And it came to pass in the boker, that he went out, and stood, and said to kol haAm, Ye
be tzaddikim; hinei, I fomented a kesher against adoni (mymaster), and slaughtered him;
but who slaughtered all these?

10 Know now that nothing shall fall [unfulfilled] unto ha'aretz of the Devar HASHEM,
which HASHEM spoke against the Bais Ach'av; for HASHEM hath done that which He spoke
by His eved Eliyahu.‡

11SoYehuslaughteredall that remainedof theBaisAch'av inYizre'el, andallhisGedolim,
and his acquaintances, and his kohanim, until he left him no sarid (remnant survivor).

12Andhearoseanddeparted, andcame toShomron. Andashewasat the shearinghouse
for the ro'im (shepherds) baderech (on the road),

13Yehumet with the achei AchazyahuMelech Yehudah, and said,Who are ye? And they
answered, We are the achei Achazyahu; and we go down to give shalom greeting to the
Bnei HaMelech and the Bnei HaGevirah.

14And he said, Take them chayyim (alive). And they took them chayyim, and executed
themat thebor (pit)of the shearinghouse, even42 ish; neither left heanyremnantof them.

15And when he was departed from there, he met Yehonadav Ben Rechav approaching
to meet him; and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine lev yashar, as my lev is with thy
lev? And Yehonadav answered, It is. If it be, give me thine yad. And he gave him his yad;
and he took him up to him into themerkavah.

16And he said, Come with me, and see my kina (zeal) for HASHEM. So they had him ride
in his merkavah.

17 And when he came to Shomron, he slaughtered all that remained unto Ach'av in
Shomron, till he had destroyed him, according to the Devar HASHEM, which He spoke to
Eliyahu.

18AndYehu gathered kolHaAm together, and said unto them, Ach'av servedBa'al a little;
but Yehu shall serve himmuch.

19 Now therefore summon unto me all the nevi'im of Ba'al, all his avadim, and all his
kohanim; let none be wanting; for I have a zevach gadol to do to Ba'al; whosoever shall be

* 10:4 See 2Kgs 9:24,27 † 10:5 of the royal family ‡ 10:10 See 1Kgs 21:17-24
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wanting, he shall not live. But Yehu did it be'akbah (in cunning, in deception), to the intent
that hemight destroy the ovdei HaBa'al (worshippers of Ba'al).

20Yehu said, Proclaim an atzeret (a solemn assembly) for Ba'al. They proclaimed it.
21And Yehu sent through kol Yisroel; and kol ovdei HaBa'al (all the worshippers of Ba'al)

came, so that there was not an ish left that came not. And they came into the bais of Ba'al;
and the bais of Ba'al was full from end to end.

22 And he said unto him that was over the meltachah (wardrobe), Bring forth levush
(robe) for all the ovdei HaBa'al. And he brought them forth the malbush (vestments,
religious robes).

23AndYehuwent, andYehonadavBenRechav, into thebaisBa'al, and saidunto theovdei
HaBa'al, Search, and look that there be here with you none of the avadim of HASHEM, but
the ovdei HaBa'al only.

24 And when they went in to offer zevakhim and olot, Yehu appointed fourscore ish
outside, and said, If any of the anashim whom I have brought into your hands escape, he
that letteth him go, his nefesh shall be for the nefesh of him.

25And it came to pass, as soon as hehadmade an endof offering the olah (burnt offering),
that Yehu said to the guard and to the shalishim (officers), Go in, and slay them; let none
come forth. And they cut them down with the edge of the cherev; and the guard and the
shalishim cast them out, and went to the Ir of the bais of Ba'al.

26And they brought forth thematzevot out of the bais of Ba'al, and burned them.
27 And they demolished the matzevot HaBa'al, and broke down the bais of Ba'al, and

made it mokharot (latrines) unto this day.
28Thus Yehu destroyed Ba'al out of Yisroel.
29Howbeit from the sins of Yarov'amBenNevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin, Yehu

departed not from after them, even, the eglei hazahav that were in Beit-El, and that were
in Dan.

30And HASHEM said unto Yehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is
yashar inMine eyes, andhast doneunto thebais ofAch'av according to all thatwas inMine
lev, thy banim of the fourth generation shall sit on the kisse Yisroel.

31Yet Yehuwas not shomer to follow the Torat HASHEM Elohei Yisroel with all his lev; for
he departed not from the chattot Yarov'amwhich he caused Yisroel to commit sin.

32 In thosedaysHASHEMbegan to cutYisroel down to size; andChazael struck themdown
in all the territory of Yisroel;

33 From Yarden eastward, all Eretz Gil'ad, the Gadi, and the Reuveni, and the Menashi,
from Aro'er, which is by the Arnon Valley, even Gil'ad and Bashan.

34Now the rest of the acts of Yehu, and all that he did, and all his gevurah, are they not
written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

35And Yehu slept with his avot; and they buried him in Shomron. And Yehoachaz bno
reigned as melech in his place.

36And the days that Yehu reigned as melech over Yisroel in Shomron: 28 shanah.

11
1Andwhen Atalyah emAchazyahu saw that her benwas dead, she arose and destroyed

kol zera hamamlachah.
2But Yehosheva Bat HaMelech Yoram, achot Achazyahu, took Yoash ben Achazyah, and

stole him from among the Bnei HaMelech which were being slain; and they hid him, even
himandhis nurse, in the cheder hamittot (bedroom) fromAtalyah, so that hewasnot slain.

3And hewaswith her hid in the Beis HASHEM shesh shanim. And Atalyah did reign over
HaAretz.

4 And the seventh year Yehoyada sent and got the commanders of hundreds, with the
Kereti and* bodyguard [of HaMelech] and brought them to him into the Beis HASHEM, and
made a Britwith them, and put themunder oath in the BeisHASHEM, and showed them the
Ben HaMelech.

5And he commanded them, saying, This is the thing that ye shall do; a third part of you
that come on duty on Shabbos shall even be Shomrei Mishmeret Bais HaMelech (Guards
on duty at the Royal Palace);

6And a third part shall be at the Sha'ar Sur; and a third part at the Sha'ar behind the ones
guarding: so shall ye keep shomer themishmeret HaBais for defense.

7And two companies of all you that go off duty on Shabbos, even they shall keep shomer
themishmeret Beis HASHEM for HaMelech.

* 11:4 Peleti
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8And ye shall surround HaMelech round about, every ish with his weapons in his yad;
and he that cometh within the sederot (ranks), let him be slain; and be ye with HaMelech
when he goeth out and when he cometh in.

9And the commanders of hundreds did according to all things that Yehoyada HaKohen
commanded; and they tookevery ishhis anashimthatwereondutyonShabbos,with them
that should go off duty on Shabbos, and came to Yehoyada HaKohen.

10Andto thecommandersofhundredsdid theKohengive the spearsandshieldsofDovid
HaMelech, that were in the Beis HASHEM.

11 And the ones guarding stood, every ish with his weapons in his yad, round about
HaMelech, from the right side of the Beis to the left side of the Beis, near the Mizbe'ach
and the Beis.

12 And he brought forth the Ben HaMelech, and put the nezer (crown) upon him, and
gave him the Edut; and they proclaimed himMelech, and anointed him; and they clapped
their hands, and said, Yechi HaMelech!

13And when Atalyah heard the noise of the ones guarding HaAm, she came to HaAm in
the Beis HASHEM.

14 And when she looked, hinei, HaMelech stood at HaAmmud (the Pillar) according to
mishpat, and the sarim and the khatzotzerot (trumpets) beside HaMelech, and kol Am
HaAretzwere samei'ach (rejoicing) and blowing khatzotzerot; and Atalyah tore her robes,
and cried, Kesher, kesher! (conspiracy, treason!)

15ButYehoyadaHaKohenordered thecommandersofhundreds, theofficersof the force,
and said unto them, Bring her between the sedorot (ranks); and him that followeth her kill
with the cherev. For the Kohen had said, Let her not be slain in the Beis HASHEM.

16And they laid hands on her; and she was come to the derech of the entrance HaSusim
[by] the Bais HaMelech, and there was she slain.

17 And Yehoyada made a Brit between HASHEM and HaMelech and HaAm, that they
should be the AmHASHEM; and between HaMelech and HaAm.

18And kol HaAm HaAretz went into the bais Ba'al, and tore it down; its mizbechot and
its tzelem they thoroughly broke in pieces, and slaughteredMattan kohenHaBaal in front
of themizbechot. And†HaKohen assigned the Pekudot (Oversight) over the Beis HASHEM.

19 And he took the commanders of hundreds, and the Kereti and‡ bodyguard [of
HaMelech], andkolAmHaAretz; and theybrought downHaMelech from theBeisHASHEM,
and came by the derech Sha'ar HaRatzim to the Bais HaMelech. And he sat on the kisse
hamelachim.

20 And kol Am HaAretz rejoiced, and the Ir was sheket; and they slaughtered Atalyah
with the cherev in the Bais HaMelech.

12
1 Shivah shanimwas the age of Yehoash when he began to reign.
2 In the seventh year of Yehu, Yehoash (Yoash) began to reign; and arba'im shanah he

reigned in Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Tzivyah of Be'er-Sheva.
3 And Yehoash did that which was yashar in the sight of HASHEM all his days wherein

Yehoyada HaKohen instructed him.
4But the high places were not removed; HaAm still sacrificed and burned ketoret at the

high places.
5And Yehoash said to the Kohanim, All the kesef of the kadashim (money offered as holy

donations) that is brought into the Bais HASHEM, even the kesef of every one numbered in
the census,* the kesef nafshot of each oneʼs valuation,† and all the kesef that cometh from
lev ish to bring into the Bais HASHEM,

6Let the Kohanim receive‡ to them, every Kohen from his donors; and let the Kohanim
repair the breaches of the Bais,§ wheresoever any damage shall be found.

7But it was so, that in the three and twentieth year ofMelech Yehoash, the Kohanimhad
not repaired the breaches of the Bais.*

8ThenMelechYehoash summonedYehoyadaHaKohen, and theotherKohanim, andsaid
unto them, Why repair ye not the breaches of the Bais?† Now therefore receive no more
kesef (silver, money) of your donors, but hand it over for the breaches of the Bais.

9And the Kohanim consented to receive no more kesef of HaAm; also not to repair the
breaches of the Bais.

† 11:18Yehoyada ‡ 11:19Peleti * 12:5Ex30:11-16 † 12:5Lv27:1-8 ‡ 12:6kesef,money § 12:6Hamikdash
* 12:7Hamikdash † 12:8Hamikdash
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10 But Yehoyada HaKohen took aron echad (a pishkeh), and bored a hole in the lid
of it, and placed it beside the Mizbe'ach, on the right side as one cometh into the Bais
HASHEM; and the Kohanim that were Shomrei HaSaf (Guards of the Threshold) put therein
kol hakesef that was brought into the Bais HASHEM.

11 And it was so, when they saw that there was much kesef in the aron, that the Sofer
HaMelech and theKohenHaGadol cameup, and they put up in bags, and counted the kesef
that was found in the Bais HASHEM.

12And they gave the kesef that was weighed out into the hands of the osei hamelachah
(workmen) who were hamepekadim (the overseers, supervisors) of the Bais HASHEM; and
theymade the outlay to thewoodworkers and the bonim (builders) that wrought upon the
Bais HASHEM,

13And to masons, and stonecutters, and to buy timber and quarried stone to repair the
breaches of the Bais HASHEM, and for all the outlay for the BaisHASHEM to repair it.

14However, for the BaisHASHEMno silver bowls, lamp snuffers, khatzotzerot (trumpets),
vessels of gold or silver, noneof thesewere acquired from themoney thatwasbrought into
the Bais HASHEM.

15But they gave that money to the osei hamelachah (workmen), and repaired therewith
the Bais HASHEM.

16 Moreover they audited not the anashim, into whose yad they delivered the kesef
to be bestowed on the osei hamelachah (workmen); for they dealt be'emunah (faithfully,
honestly).

17 The kesef asham (money from the guilt offerings) and the kesef chatta'ot (money from
the sin offerings)was not brought into the Bais HASHEM; it belonged to the Kohanim.

18 Then Chazael Melech Aram (Syria) went up, and fought against Gat, and captured it;
and Chazael set his face to go up against Yerushalayim.

19And YehoashMelech Yehudah took all the kadashim that Yehoshaphat, and Yehoram,
andAchazyahu, his avot,MelachimofYehudah, haddedicated, andhisownkadashim, and
all the zahav that was found in the otzarot of the Bais HASHEM, and in the Bais HaMelech,
and sent them to Chazael Melech Aram; and he withdrew from Yerushalayim.

20And the rest of the acts of Yoash, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer
of the Divrei HaYamim L'Malchei Yehudah?

21And his avadim arose, andmade a kesher (conspiracy), and assassinated Yoash in the
Bais Millo, on the way down to Silla.

22 For Yozachar ben Shim'at, and Yehozavad ben Shomer, his avadim, struck him down
that he died; and they buried himwith his avot in Ir Dovid; and Amatzyah bno reigned in
his place.

13
1 In the three and twentieth shanah (year) of Yoash Ben Achazyahu Melech Yehudah,

Yehoachaz Ben Yehu began to reign as melech over Yisroel in Shomron, and reigned
seventeen shanah.

2Andhedid thatwhichwas rahbefore theeyesofHASHEM, and followedafter the chattot
of Yarov'am Ben Nevat, which he caused Yisroel to sin; he departed not therefrom.

3 And the af HASHEM(anger of HASHEM) was kindled against Yisroel, and He delivered
them into the yad Chazael Melech Aram (Syria), and into the yad Ben-Hadad Ben Chazael,
all their yamim.

4 And Yehoachaz besought HASHEM, and HASHEM paid heed unto him; for He saw the
lakhatz (oppression) of Yisroel, because Melech Aram (Syria) oppressed them—

5And HASHEM gave Yisroel a moshia (savior), so that they went out from under the yad
Aram; and the Bnei Yisroel dwelt in their ohalim, as formerly.

6Nevertheless theydepartednot fromthechattotof theBaisYarov'am,whomadeYisroel
sin, but walked therein; and also there remained standing the Asherah in Shomron—

7 For he* did leave of the army to Yehoachaz but 50 parashim, and 10 merkavot, and
10,000 foot soldiers; for Melech Aram had destroyed them, and had made them like the
aphar for trampling.

8Now the rest of the acts of Yehoachaz, and all that he did, and his gevurah, are they not
written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

9 And Yehoachaz slept with his avot; and they buried him in Shomron; and Yoash bno
reigned as Melech in his place.

* 13:7Melech Aram
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10 In the 37th shanah of Yoash Melech Yehudah began Yehoash Ben Yehoachaz to reign
as Melech over Yisroel in Shomron, and reigned as Melech 16 shanah.

11Andhedid thatwhichwas rahbefore the eyes ofHASHEM; he departed not fromall the
chattot Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin; but he walked therein.

12 And the rest of the acts of Yoash, and all that he did, and his gevurah wherewith he
warred against Amatzyah (Amaziah) Melech Yehudah, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

13And Yoash slept with his avot; and Yarov'am sat upon his kisse: and Yoashwas buried
in Shomronwith theMalkhei Yisroel.

14 Now Elishah was fallen ill of his illness whereof he would die. And Yoash Melech
Yisroel came down unto him, andwept over his face, and said, O Avi, Avi, themerkavah of
Yisroel, and the parashim thereof.

15AndElishah said unto him, Take keshet and khitzim. And he took unto himkeshet and
khitzim.

16 And he said to Melech Yisroel, Place thine yad upon the keshet. And he put his yad
upon it; and Elishah put his hands upon the hands of HaMelech.

17And he said, Open the east chalon. And he opened it. Then Elishah said, Shoot. And
he shot. And he said, The khetz (arrow) of the teshuah (salvation) unto HASHEM, and the
khetz of teshuah against Aram; for thou shalt strike down Aram at Aphek, unto complete
destruction.

18And he said, Take the khitzim (arrows). And he took them. And he said unto Melech
Yisroel, Strike the ground. And he struck shalosh pe'amim (three times) and stopped.

19And the Ish HaElohim was in wrath with him, and said, Thou shouldest have struck
chamesh or shesh pe'amim; then hadst thou struck down Aram till thou hadst completely
destroyed it; whereas now thou shalt defeat Aram but 3 pe'amim.

20And Elishah died, and they buried him. And the raiding parties ofMoavwould invade
the land at the beginning of the shanah.

21 And it came to pass, as they were burying an ish, that, hinei, they spotted a raiding
party; and they cast the ish into the kever of Elishah; and when the ish was let down, and
touched the atzmot of Elishah, he revived, and stood up alive on his raglayim.

22But Chazael Melech Aram oppressed Yisroel all days of Yehoachaz.
23AndHASHEMwas graciousunto them, andhad rachamimon them, and showed regard

unto them, because of His brit (covenant)with Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov, andwould
not destroy them, neither cast He them fromHis presence up to now.

24 So Chazael Melech Aram died; and Ben-Hadad bno reigned as melech in his place.
25AndYehoashBenYehoachaz returnedandrecapturedoutof theyadofBen-HadadBen

Chazael the towns, which he† had taken out of the yad of Yehoachaz aviv by milchamah
(war). Shalosh times did Yoash defeat him, and recovered the towns of Yisroel.

14
1 In the second year of Yoash Ben Yehoachaz Melech Yisroel reigned Amatzyahu Ben

YoashMelech Yehudah.
2Hewas twentyandfiveyears oldwhenhebegan to reignasmelech, and reigned twenty

and nine shanah in Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Yeho'addin from Yerushalayim.
3And he did thatwhichwas yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, yet not like Dovid aviv; he did

according to all things as Yoash aviv did.
4Howbeit the* high places were not taken away; as yet HaAm did offer zevakhim and

burn ketoret on the high places.
5 And it came to pass, as soon as the mamlakhah was chazakah in his yad, that he

executed his avadimwhich had slain HaMelech aviv.†
6But thebanimof themakkim (assassins,murderers)he slaughterednot; accordingunto

that which is written in the Sefer Torat Moshe, wherein HASHEM commanded, saying, The
avot shall not be put to death for the banim, nor the banimbe put to death for the avot; but
every ish shall be put to death for his own chet (sin).‡

7 He struck down Edom in the Gey HaMelach 10,000, and took Sela§ in milchamah
(battle), and called the shem of it Yokte'el unto this day.

8 Then Amatzyah sent malachim to Yehoash Ben Yehoachaz Ben Yehu Melech Yisroel,
saying, Come, let us face off [in war].

† 13:25 Ben-Hadad * 14:4 idolatrous † 14:5 Yoash, see 2Kgs 12:20-21 ‡ 14:6 Dt 24:16 § 14:7 Petra
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9AndYehoashMelech Yisroel sent to AmatzyahMelech Yehudah, saying, The thistle that
was in Levanon sent to the erez (cedar) thatwas in Levanon, saying, Give thy bat to beni as
isha; and there passed by awild beast thatwas in Levanon, and trampled down the thistle.

10 Thou hast indeed struck down Edom, and thine lev hath lifted thee up; let thy honor
save face, and tarry at home; forwhy shouldest thou ask for ra'ah, that thou shouldest fall,
even thou, and Yehudahwith thee?

11 But Amatzyah would not listen. Therefore Yehoash Melech Yisroel went up; and he
and AmatzyahMelech Yehudah faced off at Beit-Shemesh, which belongeth to Yehudah.

12And Yehudahwent down in defeat before Yisroel; and they fled every ish to his ohel.
13AndYehoashMelechYisroel took captiveAmatzyahMelechYehudahBenYehoashBen

Achazyahu at Beit-Shemesh, came to Yerushalayim, broke down the chomat Yerushalayim
from the Sha'ar Ephrayim unto the Sha'ar HaPinnah— 400 cubits.

14And he took all the zahav and kesef, and all the kelim (vessels) that were found in the
Beis HASHEM, and in the otzarot of the Bais HaMelech, and Bnei HaTa'aruvot (Sons of the
Hostages), and returned to Shomron.

15Now the rest of the acts of Yehoashwhich he did, and his gevurah, and howhewarred
against Amatzyah Melech Yehudah, are they not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim
L'Malkhei Yisroel?

16AndYehoash sleptwith his avot, andwas buried in Shomronwith theMalkhei Yisroel;
and Yarov'am bno reigned in his place.

17 Amatzyah Ben Yoash Melech Yehudah lived after the mot Yehoash Ben Yehoachaz
Melech Yisroel 15 shanah.

18And the rest of the acts of Amatzyah, are they notwritten in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim
L'Malkhei Yehudah?

19Now theyplotted kesher against him inYerushalayim; hefled toLakhish; but they sent
after him to Lakhish, and assassinated him there.

20And theybrought himbackon susim; andhewasburied at Yerushalayimwithhis avot
in Ir Dovid.

21And kol Am Yehudah took Azaryah, who was 16 years old, and made him Melech in
the place of aviv Amatzyah.

22He rebuilt Eilat, restored it to Yehudah; after that HaMelech slept with his avot.
23 In the 15th year of AmatzyahBenYoashMelechYehudah, Yarov'amBenYoashMelech

Yisroel began to reign as Melech in Shomron, and reigned 41 shanah.
24 And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM; he departed not from all the

chattot Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin.
25He restored the boundary of Yisroel from the entrance of Chamat unto the yam of the

Aravah, according to the Devar HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, which He spoke by the yad of His
Eved HaNavi Yonah Ben Amittai, who was of Gat HaChefer.

26 For HASHEM saw the oni Yisroel, that it was mar me'od (very bitter) for there was
neither atzur (slave) nor azuv (free), no ozer (helper) at all for Yisroel.

27 And HASHEM had not said that He would blot out the shem of Yisroel from under
Shomayim; but He saved them by the yad Yarov'am Ben Yoash.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Yarov'am, and all that he did, and his gevurah, how he
warred, and how he won back Damascus and Chamat from Yehudah for Yisroel, are they
not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

29And Yarov'am slept with his avot, even with the malkhei Yisroel; and Zecharyah bno
reigned as Melech in his place.

15
1 In the 27th shanah of Yarov'amMelech Yisroel began Azaryah Ben Amatzyah Melech

Yehudah to reign as melech.
2 16 years old was he when he began to reign as melech, and he reigned 52 shanah in

Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Yekholyahu of Yerushalayim.
3Andhedid thatwhichwasyashar in the eyes ofHASHEM, according to all thatAmatzyah

aviv had done;
4However the* high placeswere not removed; the people offered zevakhim and burned

ketoret still on the† high places.
5AndHASHEM plaguedHaMelech, so that hewasmetzorah unto his yommot, and dwelt

in a bais hachafeshit (separate house, leper asylum house). And Yotam Ben HaMelech was
over the Bais (Palace), shofet (governing) the AmHaAretz.

* 15:4 idolatrous † 15:4 idolatrous
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6And the rest of the acts of Azaryah, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer
Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?

7 So Azaryah slept with his avot; and they buried him with his avot in Ir Dovid; Yotam
bno reigned in his place.

8 In the 38th year of Azaryah Melech Yehudah did Zecharyah Ben Yarov'am reign as
melech over Yisroel in Shomron six months.

9 And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, just as his avot had done; he
departed not from the chattot Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin.

10AndShallumBenYaveshplotted a kesher against him, and attackedhim in front of the
people, and assassinated him, and reigned as melech in his place.

11 And the rest of the acts of Zecharyah, behold, they are written in the Sefer Divrei
HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel.

12This was the Devar HASHEMwhich He spoke unto Yehu, saying, Thy banim shall sit on
the kisse Yisroel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.‡

13 Shallum Ben Yavesh began to reign as melech in the nine and thirtieth year of Uziyah
Melech Yehudah; and he reigned for onemonth in Shomron.

14 For Menachem Ben Gadi went up from Tirtzah, and came to Shomron, and attacked
ShallumBenYavesh inShomron, andassassinatedhim, and reignedasmelech inhis place.

15And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his kesher he plotted, behold, they arewritten
in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel.

16 Then from Tirtzah Menachem attacked Tiphsach, and all that were therein, and the
surrounding area; because they opened not to him, therefore he sacked it; and all the
women therein that were with child he ripped open.

17 In the nine and thirtieth year of AzaryahMelech Yehudah beganMenachemBenGadi
to reign as melech over Yisroel, and reigned ten shanim in Shomron.

18And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM; he departed not all his yamim
from the chattot Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin.

19 And Pul Melech Ashur (Assyria) came against HaAretz and Menachem gave Pul a
thousand talents of kesef, that his yad might be with him,§ to make the Mamlakhah
chazakah in his yad.

20And Menachem exacted the kesef from Yisroel, even of all the wealthy Gibborim, of
each man fifty shekels of kesef, to give to Melech Ashur. So Melech Ashur withdrew and
stayed not there in HaAretz.

21And the rest of the acts of Menachem, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel?

22AndMenachemsleptwith his avot; and Pekachyahbno reigned asmelech in his place.
23 In the fiftieth year of Azaryah Melech Yehudah, Pekachyah Ben Menachem began to

reign as melech over Yisroel in Shomron, and reigned two shanim.
24Andhedid thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEM; he departed not from the chattot

Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin.
25But Pekach Ben Remalyahu, his officer, plotted a kesher against him, and assassinated

him in Shomron, in the armon Bais Melech (citadel of the palace of the king), with Argov
and Aryeh, andwith him chamishim ish (fiftymen) of the Bnei Gil'adim; and he killed him,
and reigned as melech in his place.

26And the rest of the acts of Pekachyah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in
the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel.

27 In the twoandfiftieth year ofAzaryahMelechYehudah, PekachBenRemalyahubegan
to reign as melech over Yisroel in Shomron, and reigned twenty shanah.

28Andhedid thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEM; he departed not from the chattot
Yarov'am Ben Nevat, who caused Yisroel to commit sin.

29 In the days of Pekach Melech Yisroel came Tiglat Pileser Melech Ashur (Assyria), and
took Iyon, and Abel Beit-Ma'achah, and Yanoach, and Kedesh, and Chatzor, and Gil'ad, and
the Galil, all the Eretz Naphtali, and carried them away into the Golus of Assyria.

30And Hoshea Ben Elah plotted a kesher against Pekach Ben Remalyahu, attacked him,
assassinatedhim, andreignedasmelech inhis place, in the20thyearofYotamBenUziyah.

31And the rest of the acts of Pekach, and all that he did, behold, they are written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yisroel.

32 In the second year of Pekach Ben RemalyahuMelech Yisroel began YotamBen Uziyah
Melech Yehudah to reign as melech.

‡ 15:12 2Kgs 10:30 § 15:19 supporting Menachem
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33 25 old was he when he began to reign as melech, and he reigned 16 shanah in
Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Yerusha Bat Tzadok.

34And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM; he did according to all that
Uziyah aviv had done.

35Howbeit the* high placeswere not removed; the people offered zevakhimandburned
ketoret still in the high places.
He rebuilt the Sha'ar Beis HASHEMHaElyon.
36Now the rest of the acts of Yotam, and all that he did, are they not written in the Sefer

Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?
37 In thosedaysHASHEMbegan to sendagainst YehudahRetzinMelechAram, andPekach

Ben Remalyahu.
38AndYotamsleptwithhis avot, andwasburiedwithhis avot in IrDovidaviv; andAchaz

bno reigned as melech in his place.

16
1 In the seventeenth year of Pekach Ben Remalyahu, Achaz Ben YotamMelech Yehudah

began to reign.
220yearsoldwasAchazwhenhebegan toreign, andreigned16shanah inYerushalayim,

and did not that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM Elohav, like Dovid Aviv.
3 But he walked in the derech of the Melachim of Yisroel, and even made bno to pass

through the eish, according to the to'avot of theGoyim,whomHASHEMcast out frombefore
the Bnei Yisroel.

4And he sacrificed and burnt ketoret in the* high places, and on the geva'ot, and under
every spreading tree.

5Then Retzin Melech Aram (Syria) and Pekach Ben RemalyahuMelech Yisroel came up
to Yerushalayim for milchamah; and they besieged Achaz, but could not overcome him.

6 At that time Retzin Melech Aram (Syria) recovered Eilat for Aram, and drove the
Yehudim from Eilat; and the Edomim came to Eilat, and dwelt there unto this day.

7So Achaz sent malachim to Tiglat Pileser Melech Ashur (Assyria), saying, I am thy eved
and thy ben (son, vassal); come up, and save me out of the hand of Melech Aram, and out
of the hand of Melech Yisroel, which rise up against me.

8 And Achaz took the kesef and zahav that was found in the Beis HASHEM, and in the
otzerot of the Bais HaMelech, and sent it for a shochad (bribe) to Melech Ashur.

9 And Melech of Ashur (Assyria) paid heed unto him; for Melech Ashur (Assyria) went
up against Damascus, and captured it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and
slaughtered Retzin.

10 And HaMelech Achaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglat Pileser Melech Ashur, and
Achaz saw the mizbe'ach that was at Damascus; and HaMelech Achaz sent to Uriyah
HaKohen the demut (likeness, sketch) of the mizbe'ach, and the tavnit (pattern, plan) of it,
according to all the workmanship thereof.

11 And Uriyah HaKohen built the mizbe'ach according to all that HaMelech Achaz had
sent fromDamascus; soUriyahHaKohenconstructed it beforeHaMelechAchazcame from
Damascus.

12 And when HaMelech came from Damascus, HaMelech saw the mizbe'ach; and
HaMelech approached themizbe'ach, and went up to it.

13And he burned his olah and his minchah, and poured his nesekh (drink offering), and
sprinkled the dahm of his shelamim upon themizbe'ach.

14 And he moved also the Mizbe'ach Nechoshet, which was before HASHEM, from the
forefront of the Beis, from between [his] mizbe'ach and the Beis HASHEM, and put it on
the north side of [his] mizbe'ach.

15 And HaMelech Achaz commanded Uriyah HaKohen, saying, Upon the Mizbe'ach
HaGadol burn the olat haboker, and the minchat haerev, and the olat HaMelech, and
his minchah, with the olat kol Am HaAretz, and their minchah, and their nesakhim; and
sprinkle upon it all the dahmof the olah, and all the dahmof the zevach: but theMizbe'ach
HaNechoshet shall be for me to inquire by.

16Thus did Uriyah HaKohen, according to all that HaMelech Achaz commanded.
17AndHaMelech Achaz cut off themisgerot (bases)† of themekhonot (movable stands or

bases), and removed the kiyor from off them; and took down the Yam from off the Bakar
HaNechoshet that were under it, and put it upon theMartzepet Avanim.

* 15:35 idolatrous * 16:4 idolatrous † 16:17 of the Yam
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18 The musakh for Shabbos that they had built in the Beis, and the outer entrance of
HaMelech, he removed from the Beis HASHEM because of Melech Ashur.

19Now the rest of the acts of Achazwhich he did, are they not written in the Sefer Divrei
HaYamim of theMelachim of Yehudah?

20 And Achaz slept with his Avot, and was buried with his Avot in Ir Dovid; and
Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) bno reigned in his place.

17
1 In the twelfth year ofAchazMelechYehudahbeganHosheaBenElah to reign asmelech

in Shomron over Yisroel nine shanim.
2And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, but not as the malkhei Yisroel

that were before him.
3Against himcameupShalmaneserMelechAshur; andHosheabecamehis eved (vassal)

and paid himminchah (tribute).
4 And Melech Ashur found kesher in Hoshea; for he had sent malachim to So Melech

Mitzrayim, and paid no minchah to Melech Ashur, as he had done shanah b'shanah;
therefore Melech Ashur took him in custody, and bound him in the bais keleh.

5 Then Melech Ashur came up throughout kol HaAretz, and went up to Shomron, and
besieged it shalosh shanim.

6 In the ninth year* of Hoshea, Melech Ashur took Shomron, and carried Yisroel away to
Ashur, and placed them in Chalach and in Chavor by the river Gozan, and in the cities of
the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the Bnei Yisroel had sinned against HASHEM Eloheihem Who had
brought themupoutofEretzMitzrayim, fromunder theyadofPharaohMelechMitzrayim,
had feared elohim acherim,

8 Walked in the chukkot of the Goyim, whom HASHEM cast out from before the Bnei
Yisroel, and [in the chukkot] of the Malkhei Yisroel, which they hadmade up.

9 And the Bnei Yisroel did secretly those things that were not right against HASHEM
Eloheihem, and they built for them† high places in all their towns, from the migdal of the
notzerim (watchmen) to the fortified city.

10And they set up for themmatzevot andAsherim on every high hill, under every lushly
foliaged green tree;

11And there they burned ketoret in all the high places, as did the GoyimwhomHASHEM
drove out before them; and wrought devarim ra'im (wicked things) to provoke HASHEM to
anger;

12For they served the gillulim (idols), whereof HASHEM had said unto them, Ye shall not
do this thing.

13YetHASHEM testifiedwarnings against Yisroel, and against Yehudah, by all thenevi'im,
and by all the khozer (seers), saying, Turn ye from your derakhim hara'im and be shomer
over My mitzvot and My chukkot, according to all the torah which I commanded your
Avoteichem, and which I sent to you byMy avadim the Nevi'im.

14Notwithstanding they would not listen, but stubbornly stiffened their necks, like the
neck of their avot, that did not believe in HASHEM Eloheihem.

15And they rejected His chukkot, and His brit (covenant) that He made with their avot,
and His edot (testimonies, warnings) which He testified against them; and they followed
after hevel, and became hevel, and went after the Goyim that were all around them,
concerning whomHASHEM had charged them, that they should not do like them.

16And they forsook all the mitzvot of HASHEM Eloheihem, and made them massekhah,
even two agalim, and made Asheirah, and worshiped all the Tzava HaShomayim, and
served Ba'al.

17And they caused their banim and their banot to pass through the eish, and practiced
kesamimand practicedwitchcraft, and sold themselves to do rah in the eyes of HASHEM, to
provoke Him to anger.

18 Therefore HASHEM was very angry with Yisroel, and removed them out of His sight;
there was none left but the shevet of Yehudah only.

19Also Yehudah kept not the mitzvot of HASHEM Eloheihem, but walked in the chukkot
of Yisroel which they hadmade up.

20And HASHEM rejected all the zera Yisroel, afflicted them and delivered them into the
yad of plunderers, until He had cast them out of His sight.

* 17:6 722 B.C.E. † 17:9 idolatrous



MELACHIM BAIS 17:21 406 MELACHIM BAIS 18:4

21 For He tore Yisroel from the Bais Dovid; and they made Yarov'am Ben Nevat melech;
and Yarov'am drove Yisroel from following after HASHEM, and caused them to commit a
chata'ah gedolah.

22For theBnei Yisroelwalked in all the chattot Yarov'amwhichhedid; they departednot
from them;

23Until HASHEM removed Yisroel out of His sight, as He had said by all His avadim the
Nevi'im. So was Yisroel carried away into the Golus out of their own adamah to Ashur
(Assyria) unto this day.

24And Melech Ashur brought men from Babylon, and from Kuthah, and from Ava, and
fromChamat, and fromSepharvayim, andplaced themin thecitiesof Shomron in theplace
of Bnei Yisroel; and they possessed Shomron, and dwelt in the cities thereof.

25And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not HASHEM;
therefore HASHEM sent among them the arayot which killed some of them.

26Wherefore they spoke to Melech Ashur, saying, The Goyimwhich thou hast removed,
and placed in the cities of Shomron, know not the mishpat Elohei HaAretz; therefore He
hath sent the arayot among them, and, behold, they slew them, because they knownot the
mishpat Elohei HaAretz.

27ThenMelech Ashur commanded, saying, Carry back there one of the kohanimwhom
ye brought captive from there; and let themgo anddwell there, and let him teach them the
mishpat Elohei HaAretz.

28 Then one of the kohanim whom they had carried away captive from Shomron came
and dwelt in Beit-El, and wasmoreh (teacher) to them how they should fear HASHEM.

29 Howbeit every goy (nation) made g-ds of their own, and set them up in the batim
(houses) of the high places which the Shomronim had made, every goy in their towns
wherein they dwelt.

30And the men of Babylon made‡ Sukkot Benot, and the men of Kuth made Nergal, and
themen of Chamat made Ashima,

31 And the Avim made Nivchaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvim burned their banim in
eish to Adramelech and Anammelech, the g-ds of Sepharvayim.

32 So they feared HASHEM, and made for themselves of the lowest of them kohanim of
the§ high places, which were officiating for them in beis habamot.

33 They feared HASHEM, and served their own g-ds, after the mishpat (manner) of the
Goyim fromwhich places as exiles they had been carried away.

34 Unto this day they* do after the mishpatim harishonim (former practices); they fear
notHASHEM, neitherdo theyafter their chukkot, or after theirmishpatim, orafter the torah
andmitzvahwhichHASHEM commanded the Bnei Ya'akov, whomHenamed shmoYisroel;

35With whom HASHEM had cut a Brit, and commanded them, saying, Ye shall not fear
elohimacherim, nor bowyourselves to them, nor serve them, nor offer zevakhim to them;

36 But HASHEM, Who brought you up out of Eretz Mitzrayim with koach gadol and a
stretched out zero'a, Him shall ye fear, and to Him shall ye bow down in worship, and to
Him shall ye offer zevakhim.

37And the chukkot, and themishpatim, and the torah, and themitzvah, which Hewrote
for you, ye shall be shomer over to do kol hayamim; ye shall fear no elohim acherim.

38And the Brit that I havemadewith you ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear elohim
acherim.

39 But HASHEM Eloheichem ye shall fear; and He shall deliver you out of the yad of all
your oyevim.

40 Howbeit they did not pay heed, but they did after their mishpat harishon (former
custom).

41 So these Goyim feared HASHEM, and also served their peselim, both their banim, and
their bnei banim; as did their avot, so do they unto this day.

18
1Now it came to pass in the third year ofHosheaBenElahMelech Yisroel, that Chizkiyah

Ben AchazMelech Yehudah began to reign.
2Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and

nine shanah in Yerushalayim. Shem immo also was Avi Bat Zecharyah.
3And he did that which was yashar in the sight of HASHEM, according to all that Dovid

Aviv did.
4He removed the* high places and smashed the matzevot, and cut down the Asherah,

‡ 17:30 the g-d § 17:32 idolatrous * 17:34 the Samaritans * 18:4 idolatrous



MELACHIM BAIS 18:5 407 MELACHIM BAIS 18:27

and broke in pieces the nachash nechoshet that Moshe had made; for up to those yamim
the Bnei Yisroel did burn ketoret to it; and it was called Nechushtan.

5He trusted in HASHEM Elohei Yisroel; so that after himwas none like him among all the
Melachim of Yehudah, nor any that were before him.

6For his deveykuswas toHASHEM, he departed not from followingHim, butwas shomer
over His mitzvot HASHEM commandedMoshe.

7 And HASHEM was with him; he prospered whithersoever he went forth; he rebelled
against Melech Ashur, and served him not.

8He struck down the Pelishtim, even unto Azah (Gaza), and the territories thereof, from
themigdal notzrim to the fortified city.

9 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Melech Chizkiyah, which was the seventh
year of Hoshea Ben ElahMelech Yisroel, that ShalmaneserMelech Ashur came up against
Shomron, and besieged it.

10And at the end of three years they captured it; even in the sixth year of Chizkiyah, that
is, in the ninth year of HosheaMelech Yisroel, Shomronwas captured.

11 And Melech Ashur did carry away Yisroel into Golus in Assyria, and put them in
Chalach and in Chavor by the of Gozan River, and in the cities of the Medes;

12 Because they obeyed not the voice of HASHEM Eloheihem, but transgressed His Brit,
and all that Moshe Eved HASHEM commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them.

13Now in the fourteenth year ofMelech Chizkiyah did SancherivMelech Ashur comeup
against all the fortified cities of Yehudah, and captured them.

14 And Chizkiyah Melech Yehudah sent to Melech Ashur at Lakhish, saying, I have
offended; withdraw from me; that which thou demandest me will I bear. And Melech
Ashur exacted from Chizkiyah Melech Yehudah three hundred talents of kesef and thirty
talents of zahav.

15And Chizkiyah gave him all the kesef that was found in the Beis HASHEM, and in the
otzarot of the Bais HaMelech.

16At that time did Chizkiyah strip off the zahav from the daletot Heikhal HASHEM, and
from the omenot (doorposts)which Chizkiyah Melech Yehudah had overlaid, and gave it
to Melech Ashur.

17 And Melech Ashur sent Tartan and Rav Saris and Rav Shakeh from Lakhish to
Melech Chizkiyah with a large army against Yerushalayim. And they went up and came
to Yerushalayim. And when they were come up, they came and stood by the te'alat
haberekhah haelyonah (aqueduct of the Upper Pool), on the highway of the Sadeh of the
Launderer.

18Andwhen theyhadcalled toHaMelech, there cameout to themElyakimBenChilkiyah,
which was over the Bais (palace), and Shevna the Sofer, and Yoach Ben Asaph the Mazkir
(secretary).

19 And Rav Shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Chizkiyah, Thus saith HaMelech
Hagadol, Melech Ashur; What bitachon (confidence) is this wherein thou trustest?

20 Thou sayest — but they are mere davar sfatayim (words of lips, vain words) — I have
etzah (counsel) and gevurah (strength) for the milchamah. Now on whom dost thou trust,
that thou rebellest against me?

21 Now, hinei, thou trustest upon the mishenet (staff) of this bruised reed, even upon
Mitzrayim, onwhich if aman lean, itwill go intohis yad, andpierce it; so is PharaohMelech
Mitzrayim unto all that depend on him.

22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in HASHEM Eloheinu; is not that He, whose high
places and whose mizbechot Chizkiyah hath taken away, and hath said to Yehudah and
Yerushalayim, Ye shall worship before this Mizbe'ach in Yerushalayim?

23 Therefore, now, give pledges to adoni Melech Ashur, and I will deliver thee two
thousand susim, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

24How thenwilt thou turnaway the face of oneofficer of the least of the avadimof adoni,
and put thy trust in Mitzrayim for chariots and for parashim?

25Am I now come upwithout HASHEM against this makom to destroy it? HASHEM said to
me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

26 Then said Elyakim Ben Chilkiyah, and Shevna, and Yoach, unto Rav Shakeh, Speak,
now, to thy avadim in Aramit (Aramaic); for we understand it; and speak not to us in
Yehudit (Hebrew) in the ears of the people that are on the chomah.

27But Rav Shakeh said unto them,Hath adoni sentme to adoneicha, and to thee, to speak
these words? Hath he not sent me to the anashim which sit on the chomah, that may eat
their own dung, and drink their own urine with you?
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28Then Rav Shakeh stood and cried with a kol gadol in Yehudit, and spoke, saying, Hear
the word of HaMelech Hagadol, Melech Ashur.

29 Thus saith HaMelech, Let not Chizkiyah deceive you; for he shall not be able to save
you out of his yad;

30Neither let Chizkiyah make you trust in HASHEM, saying, HASHEM will surely save us,
and this city shall not be given into the yadMelech Ashur.

31Payheednot to Chizkiyah; for thus saithHaMelechAshur,Make abrochawithme, and
come out to me, and then eat ye everyman of his own gefen, every one of his te'enah, and
drink ye every one the waters of his bor;

32 Until I come and take you away to an eretz like your own eretz, an eretz dagan and
tirosh, an eretz lechemand kramim, a land of zayit yitzhar and of devash, that yemay live,
and not die; and pay heed not unto Chizkiyah, when he persuadeth you, saying, HASHEM
will save us.

33Hath any of the elohei HaGoyim delivered at all his land out of the yadMelech Ashur?
34Where are elohei Chamat, and of Arpad? Where are elohei Sepharvayim, Hena, and

Ivah? Have they saved Shomron out of mine yad?
35Whoare they among all the elohimof the lands, that have saved their land out ofmine

yad, that HASHEM should save Yerushalayim out of mine yad?
36 But the people held their peace, and answered him not a davar; for the mitzvat

HaMelech was, saying, Answer him not.
37Then came Elyakim Ben Chilkiyah, which was over the Bais (palace), and Shevna the

Sofer, and Yoach Ben Asaph the Mazkir (secretary), to Chizkiyah with their begadim torn,
and told him the words of Rav Shakeh.

19
1And it came to pass, when HaMelech Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) heard it, that he tore his

begadim, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the Beis HASHEM.
2 And he sent Elyakim, who was over the Bais (palace), and Shevna the Sofer, and the

Zekenim of the Kohanim, clothed with sackcloth, to HaNavi Yeshayah Ben Amotz.
3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Chizkiyahu, This day is a Yom Tzarah, and of

tokhechah (rebuke), and ne'atzah (blasphemy, sacrilege); for the banim are come to the
mashber (crisis of birth), and there is not ko'ach to bring forth.

4 ItmaybeHASHEMEloheichawill hear all thewords ofRavShakeh,whomMelechAshur
adonavhath sent to reproach theElohimChai; andwill rebuke thedevarimwhichHASHEM
Eloheicha hath heard; therefore lift up thy tefillah for the she'erit that are left surviving.

5 So the avadim of HaMelech Chizkiyah came to Yeshayah.
6And Yeshayah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto adoneichem, Thus saith HASHEM,

Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, wherewith the na'arei Melech Ashur
havemade gidduf against Me.

7Hineni, I will put a ruach in him, and he shall hear a shemuah (report), and shall return
to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the cherev in his own land.

8 So Rav Shakeh left [Yerushalayim], and found Melech Ashur warring against Livnah;
for he had heard that he* was departed from Lakhish.

9And he heard concerning Tirhakah Melech Kush, Hinei, he is come forth to make war
with thee; and when he heard it, he sent malachim again unto Chizkiyah, saying,

10Thus shall ye speak to ChizkiyahMelech Yehudah, saying, Let not Eloheicha, inWhom
thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Yerushalayimshall notbedelivered into theyadMelech
Ashur.

11 Hinei, thou hast heard what the melachim of Ashur have done to all lands, by
destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be saved?

12Have the elohei HaGoyim delivered them which my avot have destroyed; as Gozan,
and Charan, and Retzeph, and the Bnei Eden which were in Telassar?

13Where isMelech Chamat, andMelechArpad, and theMelech of the Ir of Sepharvayim,
Hena, and Ivah?

14 And Chizkiyah received the sefarim (letters) from the yad hamalachim, and read it;
and Chizkiyah went up into the Beis HASHEM, and spread it before HASHEM.

15And Chizkiyah davened before HASHEM, saying, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, that dwellest
between the keruvim, Thou art HaElohim, even Thou alone, of kol mamlechot ha'aretz;
Thou hast made Shomayim and HaAretz.

16 Incline Thine ear, HASHEM, and hear; open, HASHEM, Thine eyes, and see; and hear the
words of Sancheriv, which he sent to insult the Elohim Chai (Living G-d).

* 19:8Melech Ashur
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17Truly, HASHEM, themelachim of Ashur have laid waste the Goyim and their lands,
18And have cast eloheihem into the eish; for theywere no elohim, but thema'aseh yedei

adam, etz and even (stone); therefore they have destroyed them.
19Now therefore, HASHEM Eloheinu, save us from his yad, that kol mamlechot ha'aretz

may know that Thou art HASHEM, even Thou only.
20 Then Yeshayah Ben Amotz sent unto Chizkiyah, saying, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei

Yisroel, Whereas thou hast davened to Me against Sancheriv Melech Ashur, I have heard.
21This is the davar that HASHEM hath spoken concerning him:

The Betulat Bat Tziyon hath despised thee,
and laughed thee to scorn;
the Bat Yerushalayim
hath shaken her head at thee.
22Whom hast thou insulted andmade gidduf against?
And against whom hast thou raised thy voice,
and lifted up thine eyes marom?
Even against Kadosh Yisroel.
23By thy avadim hast thou insulted Adonoi,
and hast said,
With themultitude of my chariots am I come up tomarom harim,
to the heights of Levanon,
and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof,
and the choice pine trees thereof;
and I will enter into its most remote height,
and the ya'ar (forest) of its fruitful land.
24 I have dug and drunkmayim zarim,
and with the sole of my feet have I dried up
all the streams of the besieged places.
25Hast thou not heard long ago,
how I have done it,
and of yemei kedem (days of old),
that I have formed it?
Now have I brought it to pass,
that thou shouldest be to lay waste fortified cities into ruinous heaps.
26Therefore their inhabitants were of small power,
they were dismayed and put to shame;
they were as the esev of the sadeh,
and as the green herb,
as the khasir (grass) on the gagot (rooftops)
is sun-scorched before it is grown up.
27But I know thy sitting,
and thy going out, and thy coming in,
and thy rage against Me.
28Because thy rage against Me
and thy insolence is come up into Mine ears,
therefore I will put My hook in thy nose,
andMy Bit in thy sfatayim (lips),
and I will turn thee back by the derech
by which thou camest.

29And this shall be HaOt (the Sign) unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such that growth of
itself, and the second year that which springeth from the same; and in the third year sow
ye, and reap, and plant kramim (vineyards) and eat the fruit thereof.

30And the remnant that is escapedof theBais Yehudah shall yet again take shoresh (root)
downward, and bear pri upward.

31 For out of Yerushalayim shall go forth She'erit (Remnant) and they that escape out of
Mount Tziyon; the zeal of HASHEM Tzva'os shall accomplish this.

32 Therefore thus saith HASHEM concerning Melech Ashur, He shall not come into this
city, nor shoot khetz (anarrow) there, nor comebefore itwithmogen, nor cast a siege ramp
against it.
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33By the derech that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this
city, saith HASHEM.

34For I will defend this city, to save it, forMine Own sake, and for the sake of Dovid Avdi.
35And it came to pass that night, that the Malach HASHEM went forth, and struck down

in theMachaneh Ashur a hundred and fourscore and five elef; andwhen they arose early
in the boker, hinei, they were all pegarimmesim (dead corpses).

36 So Sancheriv Melech Ashur departed, and went and returned, and dwelt in Nineveh.
37And it came to pass, as hewasworshiping in the Bais Nisroch elohav, that Adramelech

and Saretzer his banim cut him downwith the cherev; and they escaped into Eretz Ararat.
And Esar-Chaddon bno reigned in his place.

20
1 In those days was Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) sick unto mot (death). And HaNavi Yeshayah

BenAmotz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Set thine bais in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.

2Then he turned his face to the kir (wall), and davened unto HASHEM, saying,
3 Remember now, HASHEM, how I have walked before Thee in emes and with a lev

shalem, and have done that which is hatov in Thy sight. And Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah)wept
with bekhi gadol (great weeping).

4And it came to pass, before Yeshayahwas gone out from themiddle courtyard, that the
Devar HASHEM came to him, saying,

5 Shuv (return), and say to Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) the Nagid Ami, Thus saith HASHEM
Elohei DovidAvicha, I have heard thy tefillah, I have seen thy tears; hineni, Iwill heal thee;
on YomHaShelishi thou shalt go up unto the Beis HASHEM.

6And I will add unto thy days fifteen shanah; and I will save thee and this city out of the
palm of Melech Ashur (Assyria); and I will defend this city for Mine Own sake, and for the
sake of Dovid Avdi.

7 And Yeshayah said, Take a develet te'enim. And they took and laid it on the shechin
(boil, inflamed spot) and he recovered.*

8AndChizkiyahu (Hezekiah) saiduntoYeshayah,What shall be theOt (Sign) thatHASHEM
will heal me, and that I shall go up into the Beis HASHEM on the YomHaShelishi?

9And Yeshayah said, This Ot (Sign) shalt thou have from HASHEM, that HASHEM will do
the thing that He hath spoken: shall the tzel (shadow) go forward eser ma'alot (ten steps),
or go backward eser ma'alot?

10And Yechizkiyahu (Chizkiyahu, Hezekiah) answered, It is a simple matter for the tzel
to go forward eser ma'alot; no, but let the tzel return backward eser ma'alot.

11And Yeshayah HaNavi cried out unto HASHEM; and He brought the tzel (shadow) eser
ma'alot backward, by which it had gone on thema'alot Achaz (sundial of Ahaz).

12At that timeBerodakhBaladanBenBaladanMelechBavel sent sefarimandaminchah
unto Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah); for he had heard that Chizkiyahu had been ill.

13AndChizkiyahu (Hezekiah) paid heed unto them, and showed themkol Bais Nekhotoh
(Treasure House), the kesef, and the zahav, and the spices, and the shemen hatov, and all
the Bais Keli of his, and all that was found in his otzerot; there was nothing in his Bais
(palace), nor in all his memshalet, that Chizkiyahu showed them not.

14 Then came Yeshayah HaNavi unto HaMelech Chizkiyahu, and said unto him, What
said these anashim? And from whence came they unto thee? And Chizkiyah said, They
are come from an eretz rekhokah (a far country), even from Babylon.

15And he said, What have they seen in thine Bais (palace)? And Chizkiyahu answered,
All the things that are in mine Bais (palace) have they seen; there is nothing among my
otzerot (treasures) that I have not showed them.

16And Yeshayah said unto Chizkiyahu, Hear the Devar HASHEM.
17Hinei, the days come, that all that is in thine Bais, and that which Avoteicha have laid

up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon; nothing shall be left, saith HASHEM.
18 And of thy Banim that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt father, shall they take

away; and they shall be sarisim in the Heikhal Melech Bavel.
19 Then said Chizkiyahu unto Yeshayah, Tov is the Devar HASHEM which thou hast

spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if shalom and emes be inmy days?
20 And the rest of the acts of Chizkiyahu, and all his gevurah, and how he made

HaBerekhah (the Pool) and the Te'alah (Tunnel), and brought mayim into the city, are they
not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim of theMelachim of Yehudah?

* 20:7 See Isa 38:21
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21And Chizkiyahu slept with his avot; andMenasheh bno reigned in his place.

21
1Menasheh was twelve years old when he began to reign as melech, and reigned fifty

and five years in Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Cheftzi-Vah.
2 And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, after the to'avot of the Goyim,

whomHASHEM drove out before the Bnei Yisroel.
3 For he built up again the* high places which Chizkiyah aviv had destroyed; and he

rearedupmizbechot forBa'al, andmadeAsherah, asdidAch'avMelechYisroel; andbowed
down in worship to kol Tzava HaShomayim, and served them.

4 And he built mizbechot in the Beis HASHEM, of which HASHEM said, In Yerushalayim
will I put Shmi (MyName).

5And he built mizbechot for kol Tzava HaShomayim in the two khatzerot (courtyards)
of the Beis HASHEM.

6 And he made bno pass through the eish, and practiced sorcery, and witchcraft, and
dealt with familiar spirits† and spiritists; he wrought much rah in the eyes of HASHEM, to
provoke Him to anger.

7And he set a pesel HaAsherah he had made in the Beis HASHEM of which HASHEM said
to Dovid, and to Sh'lomo bno, In this Beis, and in Yerushalayim, which I have chosen out of
all Shivtei Yisroel, will I put Shmi (MyName) l'olam;

8Neitherwill I make the regel Yisroelmove anymore out of ha'adamah (the land)which
I gave their avot; only if they will be shomer to do according to all that I have commanded
them, and according to all the torah that avdi Moshe commanded them.

9But theypaidheednot; andMenasheh seduced them todo rahmore thandid theGoyim
whomHASHEM destroyed before the Bnei Yisroel.

10And HASHEM spoke by His avadim the Nevi'im, saying,
11BecauseMenashehMelechYehudahhathdone these to'avot, hathdonewickedlymore

than all that HaEmori did, whichwere before him, hathmade Yehudah also to sinwith his
gillulim (idols);

12 Therefore thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Hineni, I am bringing such ra'ah upon
Yerushalayim and Yehudah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his oznayim shall tingle.

13 And I will stretch over Yerushalayim the measuring line of Shomron, and the
plumbline of the Bais Ach'av; and Iwill wipe Yerushalayim as amanwipeth a dish, wiping
it, and turning it upside down.

14And Iwill forsake the She'erit ofMine nachalah, and deliver them into the yad of their
oyevim; and they shall become a prey and a plunder to all their oyevim;

15Because they have done that which was rah (evil) in My eyes, and have provoked Me
to anger, since the day their avot came forth out of Mitzrayim, even unto this day.

16MoreoverMenashehwasguiltyofmuchshefachdahmof the innocent, till hehadfilled
Yerushalayim from one end to another; besides his chattot wherewith he caused Yehudah
to commit sin, in doing that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM.

17Now the rest of the acts ofMenasheh, andall that hedid, andhis chattot that he sinned,
are they not written in the Sefer Divrei HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?

18And Menasheh slept with his avot, and was buried in the gan of his own Bais, in the
gan of Uzza; and Amon bno reigned as melech in his place.

19Amonwas 22 years oldwhen he began to reign asmelech, and he reigned 2 shanim in
Yerushalayim. And shem immowasMeshulemet Bat Charutz of Yotbah.

20And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, just as Menasheh aviv did.
21And he walked in all the derech that aviv walked in, and served the gillulim that aviv

served, and bowed down in worship to them;
22And he forsook HASHEM Elohei Avotav, and walked not in the Derech HASHEM.
23And the avadim of Amon plotted a kesher against him, and assassinated HaMelech in

his own Bais (palace).
24And the AmHaAretz slaughtered all them that had plotted a kesher against HaMelech

Amon; and the AmHaAretz made Yoshiyah bnoMelech in his place.
25Now the rest of the acts of Amonwhich he did, are they not written in the Sefer Divrei

HaYamim L'Malkhei Yehudah?
26And hewas buried in his kever in the gan (garden) of Uzza; and Yoshiyah bno reigned

as melech in his place.

* 21:3 idolatrous † 21:6 i.e., he consultedmediums
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22
1 Yoshiyah was 8 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 31 shanah in

Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Yedidah Bat Adayah of Botzkat.
2 And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, and walked in kol derech

Dovid Aviv, and turned not aside to the yamin or smol.
3And it came to pass in the 18th year of Melech Yoshiyah, that HaMelech sent Shaphan

Ben Atzalyahu BenMeshullam, the Sofer, to the Beis HASHEM, saying,
4Go up to Chilkiyahu the Kohen HaGadol, that he may count the kesef which is brought

into the Beis HASHEM, which the Shomrei HaSaf (the Doorkeepers) have collected of the
people;

5And let thementrust it into theyadosehhamelachah (handof themasterworkmen), that
have themufkadim (oversight)of theBeisHASHEM; and let thempay it to theworkmen that
wrought in the Beis HASHEM, to repair and restore HaBeis,

6Unto kharashim (craftsmen, artisans) and bonim (builders) and goderim (masons), and
to purchase etzim (timber) and quarried stone to repair HaBeis.

7Howbeit there was no accountingmadewith them of the kesef that was entrusted into
their yad, because they dealt be'emunah (faithfully).

8AndChilkiyahu theKohenHaGadol said unto Shaphan the Sofer, I have found the Sefer
HaTorah in the Beis HASHEM. And Chilkiyahu gave the Sefer to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 And Shaphan the Sofer came to HaMelech, brought HaMelech word again, and said,
Thy avadim have emptied out the kesef that was found in HaBeis,* and have entrusted it
into the yad osei hamelachah, that have themufkadim of the Beis HASHEM.

10AndShaphan the Sofer showedHaMelech, saying, Chilkiyah theKohenhath delivered
untome a Sefer (Scroll). And Shaphan read it before HaMelech.

11And it came to pass, whenHaMelech had heard the Divrei Sefer HaTorah, that he tore
his garments.

12 And HaMelech commanded Chilkiyah HaKohen, and Achikam Ben Shaphan, and
Achbor BenMichayah, and Shaphan the Sofer, and Asayah Eved HaMelech, saying,

13 Go ye, inquire of HASHEM for me, and for HaAm, and for kol Yehudah, concerning
the Divrei HaSefer that is found; for gedolah is chamat HASHEM that is kindled against us,
because Avoteinu have not paid heed unto the Divrei HaSefer Hazeh, to do according unto
all that which is written concerning us.

14 So Chilkiyahu HaKohen, and Achikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asayah,
went unto Chuldah the neviah, the wife of Shallum ben Tikvah, ben Charchas, Shomer
HaBegadim (Keeper of the Wardrobe); (now she dwelt in Yerushalayim in the Mishneh);
and they spoke with her.

15And she said unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Tell the ish that sent you to
me,

16 Thus saith HASHEM, Hineni, I will bring ra'ah upon this makom (place), and upon the
inhabitants thereof, even kol Divrei HaSefer whichMelech Yehudah hath read;

17Because they have forsaken Me, and have burned ketoret unto elohim acherim, that
theymight provokeMe to angerwith all theworks of their hands; thereforeMywrath shall
be kindled against this makom (place), and shall not be quenched.

18But to Melech Yehudahwhich sent you to inquire of HASHEM, thus shall ye say to him,
Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, As touching the words which thou hast heard;

19 Because thine lev was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before HASHEM, when
thou heardest what I spoke against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that
they shouldbecomeadesolationandaklalah (curse), andhast torn thygarments, andwept
before Me; I also have heard thee, saith HASHEM.

20Hineni, therefore, I will gather thee unto Avoteicha, and thou shalt be gathered into
thy kevarot in shalom; and thine eyes shall not see kol hara'ahwhich Iwill bring upon this
place. And they brought back word to HaMelech.

23
1And HaMelech sent, and they gathered unto him kol Ziknei Yehudah and of Yerusha-

layim.
2 And HaMelech went up into the Beis HASHEM, and kol ish Yehudah and all the

inhabitants of Yerushalayimwith him, and the Kohanim, and the Nevi'im, and kol HaAm,
both katon and gadol; andhe read in their ears all theDivrei SeferHaBritwhichwas found
in the Beis HASHEM.
* 22:9HaMikdash
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3 And HaMelech stood by HaAmmud, and cut HaBrit before HASHEM, to walk after
HASHEM, and to be shomermitzvot overHis commandments andHis edot andHis chukkot
with all their lev and all their nefesh, to carry out these Divrei HaBrit that were written in
this Sefer. And kol HaAm stood [under oath] to HaBrit.

4And HaMelech commanded Chilkiyahu HaKohen HaGadol, and the Kohanei HaMish-
neh, and the Shomrei HaSaf, to bring forth out of the Heikhal HASHEM all the kelim that
were made for Ba'al, and for Asherah, and for all the Tzeva HaShomayim; and he burned
them outside Yerushalayim in the fields of the Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto
Beit-El.

5 And he did away with hakemarim (the idol priests), whom the Melachim of Yehudah
had ordained to burn ketoret in the high places in the towns of Yehudah, and in the places
aroundYerushalayim; themalso that burned ketoret unto Ba'al, to the shemesh, and to the
yarei'ach, and to themazalot (constellations) and to all the Tzeva HaShomayim.

6 And he took out the Asherah from the Beis HASHEM, outside Yerushalayim, unto the
Kidron Valley, and burned it in the Kidron Valley, and ground it to powder, and cast its
aphar upon the keverim of the Bnei HaAm.*

7 And he tore down the batim (houses) of hakedeshim (the male and female cult pros-
titutes) that were in the Beis HASHEM, where the nashim were weaving hangings for
Asherah.

8Andhe brought all the Kohanimout of the towns of Yehudah, andmade tameh the high
placeswhere the kohanimhad burned ketoret, fromGeva to Be'er-Sheva, and broke down
the high places at the she'arim (gates) that were at the entrance of the Sha'ar Yehoshua sar
Ir, which were on oneʼs left at the Sha'ar HaIr.

9Nevertheless the kohanim of the high places came not up to the Mizbe'ach HASHEM in
Yerushalayim, only they did eat of thematzot among their achim.

10And hemade tameh Tophet, which is in the Gey of the ben Hinnom, that no ish might
make his ben or his bat to pass through the eish to Molech.

11 And he took away the susim that the Melachim of Yehudah had dedicated to the
shemesh, at the entrance of the Beis HASHEM, by the chamber of Natan-Melech the saris,
which was in the colonnades, and set eish to merkevot hashemesh.

12 And the mizbechot that were on the roof of the upper chamber of Achaz, which the
Melachim of Yehudah had made, and the mizbechot which Menasheh had made in the
two khatzerot of the Beis HASHEM, did HaMelech pull down, and remove them from there,
and cast the aphar of them into the Kidron Valley.

13 And the high places that were before Yerushalayim, which were on the right of the
Har HaMashchit, which Sh'lomoMelech Yisroel had built for Ashtoret shikkutz Tzidonim,
and for Kemosh shikkutzMoav, and forMilkom to'avat Bnei Ammon, did HaMelechmake
tameh.

14 And he broke in pieces the matzevot, and cut down the Asherim, and filled their
makomwith the atzmot adam.

15Moreover the mizbe'ach that was at Beit-El, and the high place which Yarov'am ben
Nevat, who caused Yisroel to sin, hadmade, both that mizbe'ach and the high place did he
break down, burn the high place, did grind it to powder, did burn the Asherah.

16And as Yoshiyah turned, he saw the keverim that were there in the har, and sent, and
took the atzmot out of the keverim, and burned them upon the mizbe'ach, and made it
tameh, according to theDevarHASHEMwhich the IshHaElohimpreached,whoproclaimed
these words.†

17 Then he said, What tziyyun (monument, tombtone) is that that I see? And the anshei
HaIr told him, It is the kever of the Ish HaElohim, which came from Yehudah, and
proclaimed these things that thou hast done against the mizbe'ach of Beit-El.‡

18 And he said, Let him alone; let no ish disturb his atzmot. So they left his atzmot
undisturbed, with the atzmot of the navi that came out of Shomron.§

19 And all the batim (houses, shrines) also of the high places that were in the towns of
Shomron, which theMelachim of Yisroel hadmade to provoke HASHEM to anger, Yoshiyah
removed, and did to them according to all the ma'asim that he had done in Beit-El.

20 And he slaughtered all the kohanim of the high places that were there upon the
mizbechot, and burned atzmot adam upon them, and returned to Yerushalayim.

21AndHaMelechcommandedkolHaAm, saying,MakePesachuntoHASHEMEloheichem,
as it is written in the Sefer HaBrit HaZeh.
* 23:6 i.e., them that sacrificed unto them † 23:16 See 1Kgs 13:1-2 ‡ 23:17 See 1Kgs 13:1-3 § 23:18 See 1Kgs
13:11,31
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22 Surely there was not kept such a Pesach from the days of the Shofetim that judged
Yisroel, nor in all the days of the Melachim of Yisroel, nor of the Melachim of Yehudah;

23 But in the eighteenth year of Melech Yoshiyah, wherein this Pesach was kept to
HASHEM in Yerushalayim.

24 Moreover the mediums with familiar spirits, and the yidonim (spiritists), and the
terafim, and the gillulim (idols), and all the shikkutzim that were seen in Eretz Yehudah
and in Yerushalayim, did Yoshiyah put away, that he might confirm the Divrei HaTorah
which were written in the Sefer that Chilkiyah HaKohen found in the Beis HASHEM.

25And like him was there no Melech before him, that turned to HASHEM with all his lev,
andwith all his nefesh, andwith all his me'od (strength), according to all the Torat Moshe;
neither after him arose there any like him.

26 Notwithstanding HASHEM turned not from the fierceness of His af hagadol (great
wrath), wherewithHis angerwaskindledagainst Yehudah, because of all theprovocations
with whichMenasheh had provoked him.

27And HASHEM said, I will remove Yehudah also out of My presence, as I have removed
Yisroel, and will cast off this ir Yerushalayimwhich I have chosen, and the Beis of which I
said, Shmi sham.

28Now the rest of the acts of Yoshiyah, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim of theMelachim of Yehudah?

29 In his days Pharaoh Nekho Melech Mitzrayim went up against Melech Ashur to the
river Euphrates; and Melech Yoshiyah went out against him; and he slaughtered him at
Megiddo, when he saw him.

30And his avadim carried him in a merkavah dead from Megiddo, and brought him to
Yerushalayim, and buried him in his own kever. And the AmHaAretz took Yehoachaz Ben
Yoshiyah, and anointed him, andmade himMelech in place of Aviv.

31 Yehoachaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned
shloshah chodashim in Yerushalayim. And shem immo was Chamutal Bat Yirmeyahu of
Livnah.

32Andhe did thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEM, according to all that his Avot had
done.

33 And Pharaoh Nekho put him in chains at Rivlah in Eretz Chamat, that he might not
reign in Yerushalayim; and put HaAretz to an ogesh (tribute, fine) of 100 talents of kesef,
and a talent of zahav.

34AndPharaohNekhomadeElyakimBenYoshiyahMelech in theplace of YoshiyahAviv,
andchanged shmo toY'hoyakim, and tookYehoachazaway; andhewent toMitzrayim, and
died there.

35And Y'hoyakim gave the kesef and the zahav to Pharaoh; but he taxed HaAretz to give
the kesef according to the order of Pharaoh; he exacted the kesef and the zahav of the Am
HaAretz of every one according to his tax assessment, to give it unto Pharaoh Nekho.

36 Y'hoyakim was 25 years old when he began to reign; and he reigned 11 shanah in
Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Zevudah Bat Pedayah of Rumah.

37Andhe did thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEM, according to all that his Avot had
done.

24
1 In his yamimNevukhadnetzarMelech Bavel came up, and Y'hoyakim became his eved

(servant, vassal) shalosh shanim; then he turned and rebelled against him.
2 And HASHEM sent against him gedudim (soldiers of the army) of the Kasdim, and

gedudim of Aram (Syria) and gedudim of Moav and gedudim of Bnei Ammon, and sent
them against Yehudah to destroy it, according to the Devar HASHEM, which He spoke by
His avadim the Nevi'im.

3Surely at the command of HASHEM came this upon Yehudah, to remove them out of His
sight, for the chattot of Menasheh, according to all that he did;

4And also for the dahm hanaki (innocent blood) that he shed; for he filled Yerushalayim
with dahm naki; which HASHEMwould not pardon.

5Now the rest of the acts of Y'hoyakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the
Sefer Divrei HaYamim of theMelachim of Yehudah?

6 So Y'hoyakim slept with his Avot; and Y'hoyakhin bno reigned in his place.
7 And Melech Mitzrayim came not again any more out of his land; for Melech Bavel

had taken from the Wadi Mitzrayim unto Nahar Euphrates all that belonged to Melech
Mitzrayim.
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8Y'hoyakhin was 18 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Yerushalayim
3 chodashim. And shem immowas Nechushta Bat Elnatan of Yerushalayim.

9And he did that whichwas rah in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that his Aviv had
done.

10At that time the avadim of Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel came up against Yerusha-
layim, and the Ir was besieged.

11Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel came against the Ir, and his avadim did besiege it.
12 And Y'hoyakhin Melech Yehudah went out to Melech Bavel, he, and immo, and his

avadim, and his sarim, and his sarisim; and Melech Bavel took him in the 8th year of his
reign.

13And he carried off there all the otzerot of the Beis HASHEM, and the otzerot of the Bais
HaMelech, and cut in pieces kol kelei hazahav which Sh'lomoMelech Yisroel hadmade in
the Heikhal HASHEM, as HASHEM had said.

14 And he carried away into the Golus all Yerushalayim, and all the sarim, and all the
gibborei hachayil, even ten thousand Golus captives, and all the charash and masger
(smiths, artisans); none remained, except the dalat am ha'aretz (poor people of the land).

15And he carried away Y'hoyakhin to Bavel, and the Em HaMelech, and the nashim of
HaMelech, andhis sarisim, and the leadingmenofHaAretz, thosehe carried into theGolus
from Yerushalayim to Babylon.

16And all the anshei hachayil, even shivat alafim, and a thousand charash and masger,
all thatwere gibborim formakingmilchamah, even themMelechBavel took into theGolus
to Babylon.

17AndMelech BavelmadeMatanyah dodo (his* uncle)Melech in his place, and changed
shmo to Tzidkiyahu (Zedekiah).

18 Tzidkiyahu (Zedekiah) was twenty and one shanah when he began to reign, and he
reigned eleven shanah in Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Chamutal Bat Yirmeyahu of
Livnah.

19And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that Y'hoyakim
had done.

20For through the anger of HASHEM this came about in Yerushalayim and Yehudah, until
He cast them out from His presence. And Tzidkiyahu (Zedekiah) rebelled against Melech
Bavel.

25
1 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth

day of the month,* that Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel came, he, and all his army, against
Yerushalayim, and encamped against it; and built siege works against it round about.

2And HaIr remained under siege unto the eleventh year of Melech Tzidkiyah.
3And on the ninth day of the fourth month the ra'av (famine) was severe in the Ir, and

there was no lechem for the AmHaAretz.
4And the Ir was broken through, and all the anshei hamilchamah fled by lailah by the

way of the gate between two walls, which was near the Gan HaMelech; (now the Kasdim†

were surrounding the Ir); and HaMelech fled by the derech HaAravah.
5And the army of the Kasdim pursued after HaMelech, and overtook him in the plains

of Yericho; and all his armywas separated from him and scattered.
6 So they captured HaMelech, and carried him up to Melech Bavel to Rivlah; and they

pronouncedmishpat upon him.
7 And they slaughtered the Bnei Tzidkiyah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of

Tzidkiyah, and bound himwith shackles of nechoshet, and carried him to Babylon.
8And in thefifthmonth, on the seventh day of themonth,which is thenineteenth year of

Melech Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel, came Nevuzaradan, captain of the guard, an eved
of Melech Bavel, unto Yerushalayim;

9Andhe set fire to theBeisHASHEM, and theBaisHaMelech (thepalace), and all the batim
(houses) of Yerushalayim, and every bais hagadol he burned with eish.‡

10And all the army of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), that were with the captain of the guard,
broke down the chomot (walls) around Yerushalayim.

11 Now the remainder of the people that were left in the Ir, and the deserters that fell
away toMelech Bavel, with the remnant of themultitude, did Nevuzaradan the captain of
the guard carry away.

* 24:17 Y'hoyakhinʼs * 25:1 See Zech 8:19 † 25:4 Chaldeans ‡ 25:9 Tisha B'Av, see Jer 52:12
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12 But the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land to be koremim and
farmers.

13And the pillars of bronze that were in the Beis HASHEM, and themoveable stands, and
theYamHanechoshet thatwas in theBeisHASHEM, theKasdim (Chaldeans)broke inpieces,
and carried all the bronze to Babylon.

14 And the caldrons, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the basins and all the klei
hanechoshet wherewith theyministered, they took away.

15And the firepans [for incense], and the bowls, and such things as weremade of zahav,
and of kesef, the captain of the guard carried away.

16 The two Ammudim, one Yam, and the Stands which Sh'lomo had made for the Beis
HASHEM; the bronze of all these vessels was beyondweight.

17 The height of the one ammud was eighteen cubits, and the capital upon it was
nechoshet; and the height of the capital three cubits; and the netting, and pomegranates
upon the capital roundabout, all of nechoshet; and similarunto thesehad the secondpillar
with netting.

18 And the captain of the guard took Serayah the Kohen HaRosh, and Tzephanyah the
second kohen, and the three keepers of the door;

19And out of the Ir he took an officer thatwas set over the anshei hamilchamah, and five
men of them that were royal advisers, which were found in the Ir, and the Sofer who was
the chief officer in charge of conscripting the AmHaAretz, and threescore men of the Am
HaAretz, that were found in the Ir;

20AndNevuzaradan, captain of the guard, took these, andbrought them toMelechBavel
to Rivlah;

21And Melech Bavel struck them, and slaughtered them at Rivlah in Eretz Chamat. So
Yehudahwas carried away captive out of their land.

22Andas for the people that remained inEretz Yehudah,whomNevukhadnetzarMelech
Bavel had left behind, even over them he made Gedalyahu ben Achikam ben Shaphan
ruler.

23 And when all the officers of the armies, they and their anashim, heard that Melech
Bavel hadmadeGedalyahu governor, there came to Gedalyahu toMitzpah, even Yishmael
ben Netanyah, and Yochanan ben Kareach, and Serayah ben Tanchumet the Netophati,
and Ya'azanyahu the ben of a Ma'akhati, they and their men.

24And Gedalyahu took an oath to them, and to their men, and said unto them, Fear not
to be the avadim of the Kasdim; dwell in the land, and serve Melech Bavel; and it shall be
well with you.

25But it came to pass in the seventhmonth, that Yishmael ben Netanyah, ben Elishama,
of royal blood, came, and ten men with him, and assassinated Gedalyahu, that he died,
along with the Yehudim and the Kasdim that were with him at Mitzpah.

26And kol haAm, both katon and gadol, and the officers of the armies, arose, and went
to Mitzrayim; for they were afraid of the Kasdim.

27 And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the Golus of Y'hoyakhin
Melech Yehudah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, that
Eveel-Merodach Melech Bavel in the year that he began to reign§ did lift up the head of
Y'hoyakhinMelech Yehudah out of the bais hakeleh;

28And he spoke kindly to him, and set his throne above the kisse of the melachim that
were with him in Babylon;

29And changed his prison garments; and he did eat lechem continually before him all
the days of his life.

30And his allowancewas a continual allowance given him of theMelech, a daily portion
for every day, all the days of his life.

§ 25:27 562 B.C.E.



DIVREY HAYAMIMALEF 1:1 417 DIVREY HAYAMIMALEF 1:47

Divrey HayamimAlef
1Adam, Shet, Enosh,
2Kenan, Mahalal'el, Yered,
3Chanokh, Metushelach, Lamech,
4Noach, Shem, Cham, and Yephet.
5The Bnei Yephet: Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Yavan, and Tuval, and Meshech,

and Tiras.
6And the Bnei Gomer: Ashkenaz, and Diphat, and Togarmah.
7And the Bnei Yavan: Elishah, and Tarshishah, Kittim, and Rodanim.
8The Bnei Cham: Cush, andMitzrayim, Put, and Kena'an.
9And the Bnei Cush: Seva, and Chavilah, and Savta, andRa'amah, and Savtecha. And the

Bnei Ra'amah: Sheva, and Dedan.
10And Cush fathered Nimrod; he began to be a gibbor (mighty) one upon ha'aretz.
11AndMitzrayim fathered Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehavim, and Naphtuchim,
12And Patrusim, and Casluchim (of whom came the Pelishtim ),* and Caphtorim.
13And Kena'an fathered Tzidon his bechor, and Chet,
14The Yevusi also, and the Emori, and the Girgashi,
15And the Chivi, and the Arki, and the Sini,
16And the Arvadi, and the Tzemari, and the Chamati.
17The Bnei Shem: Eilam, and Ashur, and Arpachshad, and Lud, and Aram, and Utz, and

Chul, and Geter, andMeshech.
18And Arpachshad fathered Shelach, and Shelach fathered Ever.
19 And unto Ever were born two banim; the shem of the one was Peleg because in his

days ha'aretz was divided;† and his brotherʼs shemwas Yoktan.
20And Yoktan fathered Almodad, and Sheleph, and Chatzarmavet, and Yerach,
21Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah,
22And Eival, and Avimael, and Sheva,
23And Ophir, and Chavilah, and Yovav. All these were the Bnei Yoktan.
24 Shem, Arpachshad, Shelach,
25Ever, Peleg, Reu,
26 Serug, Nachor, Terach,
27Avram, the same is Avraham.
28The Bnei Avraham: Yitzchak, and Yishmael.
29These are their toldot; The bechor of Yishmael, Nevayot; then Kedar, Adbe'el, Mivsam,
30Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Chadad, Tema,
31Yetur, Naphish, Kedmah. These are the Bnei Yishmael.
32 Now the Bnei Keturah, Avrahamʼs pilegesh; she bore Zimran, Yokshan, Medan,

Midyan, Yishbak, and Shuach. And the Bnei Yokshan; Sheva, and Dedan.
33 And the Bnei Midyan: Ephah, Epher, Chanokh, Avida, and Eldaah. All these are the

Bnei Keturah.
34And Avraham fathered Yitzchak. The Bnei Yitzchak: Esav and Yisroel.
35The Bnei Esav: Eliphaz, Reuel, Ye'ush, Ya'alam, Korach.
36The Bnei Eliphaz: Teman, Omar, Tzephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, Amalek.
37The Bnei Reuel: Nachat, Zerach, Shammah, Mizzah.
38And the Bnei Se'ir: Lotan, Shoval, Tziveon, Anah, Dishon, Etzer, and Dishan.
39And the Bnei Lotan: Chori, Homam; Timnawas Lotanʼs achot.
40The Bnei Shoval: Alyan, Manachat, Eival, Shephi, Onam. The Bnei Tziveon: Ayah and

Anah.
41The Bnei Anah: Dishon. And the Bnei Dishon: Chamran, Eshban, Yitran, and Keran.
42The Bnei Etzer: Bilhan, Za'avan, Ya'akan. The Bnei Dishon: Utz, and Aran.
43Now these are the melachim that reigned in Eretz Edom before any melech reigned

over the Bnei Yisroel: Bela Ben Be'or; and the shem of his city was Dinhavah.
44Andwhen Bela was dead, Yovav Ben Zerach of Botzrah reigned in his place.
45Andwhen Yovav was dead, Chusham of Eretz Temani reigned in his place.
46AndwhenChushamwasdead, HadadBenBedad,whichdefeatedMidyan in the sadeh

Moav, reigned in his place; and the shem of his city was Avit.
47Andwhen Hadad was dead, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place.

* 1:12 Philistines † 1:19 Gn 11:1-9
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48Andwhen Samlah was dead, Sha'ul of Rechovot-by-the-river reigned in his place.
49Andwhen Sha'ul was dead, Ba'al-Chanan Ben Achbor reigned in his place.
50AndwhenBa'al-Chananwas dead, Hadad reigned in his place; and the shemof his city

was Pai; and the shem of his isha wasMehetavel Bat Matred Bat Mei-Zahav.
51Hadad died also. And the Allufim of Edomwere; Timna, Alvah, Yetet,
52Oholivamah, Elah, Pinon,
53Kenaz, Teman, Mivtzar,
54Magdiel, Iram. These are the Allufim of Edom.

2
1 These are the Bnei Yisroel: Reuven, Shim'on, Levi, and Yehudah, Yissakhar, and

Zevulun,
2Dan, Yosef, and Binyamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
3The Bnei Yehudah: Er, and Onan, and Shelah, which three were born unto him of Bat-

Shu'a the Kena'anit. And Er, the bechor of Yehudah, was rah in the eyes of HASHEM; andHe
put him to death.

4 And Tamar his kallah (daughter-in-law) bore him Peretz and Zerach. All the Bnei
Yehudahwere five.

5The Bnei Peretz: Chetzron, and Chamul.
6And the Bnei Zerach; Zimri, and Eitan, and Heman, and Kalkol, and Dara, five of them

in all.
7And the Bnei Carmi: Achar, the troubler of Yisroel, who transgressed the cherem.
8And the Bnei Eitan; Azaryah.
9The Bnei Chetzron also, that were born unto him: Yerachme'el, and Ram, and Keluvai.
10 And Ram fathered Amminadav; and Amminadav fathered Nachshon Nasi Bnei

Yehudah;
11And Nachshon fathered Salma; Salma fathered Boaz,
12And Boaz fathered Oved, and Oved fathered Yishai,
13And Yishai fathered his bechor Eliav, and Avinadav the second, and Shime'a the third,
14Netanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth,
15Otzem the sixth, Dovid the seventh;
16Whose achayot (sisters)were Tzeruyah, and Avigal. And the Bnei Tzeruyah: Avishai,

and Yoav, and Asahel, three.
17And Avigal bore Amasa, and avi Amasa was Yeter the Yishme'eli.
18 And Kalev Ben Chetzron fathered by Azuvah his isha, and by Yeriot; her banim are

these; Yesher, and Shovav, and Ardon.
19 And when Azuvah was dead, Kalev took [as isha] unto him Ephrat, which bore him

Chur.
20And Chur fathered Uri, and Uri fathered Betzalel.
21And afterward Chetzronwent in to the BatMachir avi Gil'ad, whomhemarriedwhen

his age was threescore shanim; and she bore him Seguv.
22And Seguv fathered Yair, who had three and twenty towns in Eretz Gil'ad.
23 And he took Geshur, and Aram, with Chavvot Yair, from them, with Kenat, and the

towns thereof, even threescore towns. All these belonged to the Bnei Machir avi Gil'ad.
24Andafter that Chetzronwas dead inKalev Ephratah, thenAviyahChetzronʼs isha bore

him Ashchur avi Tekoa.
25 And the Bnei Yerachme'el the bechor of Chetzron were Ram the bechor, and Bunah,

and Oren, and Otzem, and Achiyah.
26Yerachme'el had also another isha, whose shemwas Atarah; shewas the em of Onam.
27And the Bnei Ram the bechor of Yerachme'el wereMa'atz, and Yamin, and Eker.
28 And the Bnei Onam were Shammai, and Yada. And the Bnei Shammai; Nadav and

Avishur.
29And the shemof the ishaofAvishurwasAvihayil, and sheborehimAchban, andMolid.
30And the Bnei Nadav: Seled, and Apayim, but Seled died without banim.
31 And the Bnei Apayim; Yishi. And the Bnei Yishi; Sheshan. And the Bnei Sheshan;

Achlai.
32And theBnei Yada thebrother of Shammai: Yeter, andYonatan, andYeter diedwithout

banim.
33And the Bnei Yonatan: Pelet, and Zaza. These were the Bnei Yerachme'el.
34Now Sheshan had no banim, but only banot. And Sheshan had an eved, a Mitzri (an

Egyptian), shmo Yarcha.
35And Sheshan gave his bat to Yarcha his eved as isha; and she bore him Attai.
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36And Attai fathered Natan, and Natan fathered Zavad,
37And Zavad fathered Ephlal, and Ephlal fathered Oved,
38And Oved fathered Yehu, and Yehu fathered Azaryah,
39And Azaryah fathered Cheletz, and Cheletz fathered El'asah,
40And El'asah fathered Sismai, and Sismai fathered Shallum,
41And Shallum fathered Yekamyah, and Yekamyah fathered Elishama.
42Now the Bnei Kalev the brother of Yerachme'el were Mesha his bechor, who was avi

Ziph; and the Bnei Mareshah avi Chevron.
43And the Bnei Chevron; Korach, and Tapuach, and Rekem, and Shema.
44And Shema fathered Racham avi Yorko'am; and Rekem fathered Shammai.
45And the Ben of Shammai wasMa'on, andMa'on was avi Beit-Tzur.
46And Ephah, Kalevʼs pilegesh, bore Charan, Motza, Gazez; and Charan fathered Gazez.
47 And the Bnei Yahdai; Regem, and Yotam, and Geshan, and Pelet, and Eiphah, and

Sha'aph.
48Ma'achah, Kalevʼs pilegesh (concubine), bore Shever, and Tirchanah.
49 She bore also Sha'aph avi Madmannah, Sheva avi Machbenah, and avi Giv'a; and the

Bat Kalev was Achsah.
50These were the Bnei Kalev.
Ben Chur, the bechor of Ephratah; Shoval avi Kiryat-Ye'arim.
51 Salma avi Beit-lechem, Chareph avi Beit-Gader.
52And Shoval avi Kiryat-Ye'arim had banim; Haroeh, and half of Menuchot.
53And themishpekhot of Kiryat-Ye'arim; the Yitri, and the Puti, and the Shumati, and the

Mishra'i; of them came the Tzorati, and the Eshta'oli.
54 The Bnei Salma; Beit-lechem, and the Netophati, Atrot Bais Yoav, and half of the

Manachati, the Tzori.
55 And the mishpekhot of the sofrim (scribes) which dwelt at Yabetz; the Tiratim, the

Shime'atim, and Sukhatim. These are the Kenim that came of Chammat avi Bais Rechav.

3
1 Now these were the Bnei Dovid, which were born unto him in Chevron; the bechor

Amnon, of Achino'am of Yizre'el; the second Daniel, of Avigal of Karmel;
2 The third, Avshalom Ben Ma'akhah Bat Talmai Melech Geshur; the fourth, Adoniyah

Ben Chaggit;
3The fifth, Shephatyah of Avital; the sixth, Yitre'am by Eglah his isha.
4 These six were born unto him in Chevron; and there he reigned sheva shanim and

shishah chodashim; and in Yerushalayim he reigned shloshim and shalosh shanah.
5And these were born unto him in Yerushalayim: Shime'a, and Shovav, and Natan, and

Sh'lomo, four, by Bat-Shu'a Bat Ammi'el;
6Yivchar also, and Elishama, and Eliphelet,
7And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Yaphia,
8And Elishama, and Elyada, and Eliphelet, nine.
9Thesewereall theBneiDovid, besides theBnei Pilagshim (concubines), andTamar their

achot.
10And Ben Sh'lomowas Rechav'am, Aviyah bno, Asa bno, Yehoshaphat bno,
11Yoram bno, Achazyahu bno, Yoash bno,
12Amatzyahu bno, Azaryah bno, Yotam bno,
13Achaz bno, Chizkiyahu bno, Menasheh bno,
14Amon bno, Yoshiyahu bno.
15And the Bnei Yoshiyahu were, the bechor Yochanan, the second Y'hoyakim, the third

Tzidkiyahu, the fourth Shallum.
16And the Bnei Y'hoyakim; Yechanyah bno, Tzidkiyah bno.
17And the Bnei Yechanyah: Assir, Sh'altiel bno,
18Malkiram also, and Pedayah, Shenatzar, Yekamyah, Hoshama, and Nedavyah.
19And the Ben Pedayah were: Zerubavel and Shime'i. And Bnei Zerubavel: Meshullam,

and Chananyah, and Shelomit their achot;
20And Chashuvah, Ohel, Berechyah, Chasadyah, Yushav-Chesed, 5.
21And the Ben Chananyah: Pelatyah, and Yeshayah, the Bnei Refayah, the Bnei Arnan,

the Bnei Ovadyah, the Bnei Shechanyah.
22 And the Bnei Shechanyah: Shema'yah; and the Bnei Shema'yah: Chattush, Yigal,

Bariach, Nearyah, Shaphat, 6.
23The Ben Nearyah: Elyo'einai, Chizkiyah, Azrikam, 3.
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24And the Bnei Elyo'einai were Hodavyahu, and Elyashiv, and Pelayah, and Akkuv, and
Yochanan, and Delayah, and Anani, 7.

4
1The Bnei Yehudah; Peretz, Chetzron, and Carmi, and Chur, and Shoval.
2 And Reayah Ben Shoval fathered Yachat; and Yachat fathered Achumai, and Lahad.

These are themishpekhot of the Tzorati.
3And these were the sons of Eitam; Yizre'el (Jezreel), Yishma, Yidbash; and the shem of

their achot (sister)was Hatzlelponi;
4 And Penuel avi Gedor, and Ezer avi Chushah. These are the Bnei Chur, the bechor of

Ephratah avi Beit-Lechem.
5And Ashchur avi Tekoa had two nashim (wives), Chelah and Na'arah.
6And Na'arah bore him Achuzam, Chepher, Temeni, Haachashtari, the Bnei Na'arah.
7And the Bnei Chelah were Tzeret, and Yetzochar, and Etnan.
8And Kotz fathered Anuv, and Tzovevah, and themishpekhot of Acharchel Ben Harum.
9AndYabetzwasmore honorable thanhis brethren; and immo (hismother) called shmo

Yabetz, saying, Because I bore him beotzev (with sorrow).
10 And Yabetz called on Elohei Yisroel, saying, O that Thou wouldest put a barucha on

me indeed, and enlarge my territory, and that Thine yadmight be with me, and that Thou
wouldest keep me from ra'ah, that it may not grieve me! And Elohim granted him that
which he requested.

11And Keluv achi (brother of) Shuchah fatheredMechir avi Eshton.
12And Eshton fathered Beit-Rapha, and Paseach, and Techinnah avi Ir Nachash. These

are the anashim of Rechah.
13And the Bnei Kenaz; Otniel, and Serayah; and the Bnei Otniel; Chatat.
14And Me'onotai fathered Ophrah; and Serayah fathered Yoav avi Gey Charashim; for

they were charashim (craftsmen).
15 And the Bnei Kalev Ben Yephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Na'am; and the Bnei Elah, even

Kenaz.
16And the Bnei Yehallelel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tirya, and Asare'el.
17 And the Bnei Ezrah were Yeter, and Mered, and Epher, and Yalon; and she bore

Miryam, and Shammai, and Yishbach avi Eshtemo'a.
18And his isha a Yehudiyah bore Yered avi Gedor, Chever avi Sokhoh, and Yekutiel avi

Zanoach. And these are the Bnei Bityah Bat Pharaoh, whichMered took [as isha].
19 And the Bnei eshet Hodiyah the achot (sister) of Nacham avi Ke'ilah the Garmi, and

Eshtemo'a theMa'akhati.
20And the Bnei Shimonwere Amnon, and Rinnah, Ben-Chanan, and Tilon. And the Bnei

Yishi were Zochet, and Ben-Zochet.
21The Bnei Shelah Ben Yehudah were Er avi Lekhah, and La'dah avi Mareshah, and the

mishpekhot of the bais of them that were workers with fine linen, of the Bais-Ashbe'a,
22 And Yokim, and the anashim of Kozeva, and Yoash, and Saraph who ruled in Moav,

and Yashuvi Lechem. And these are ancient records.
23Thesewere the yotzerim, (potters) and those that dwelt in Neta'im andGederah; there

they dwelt and worked for themelech.
24The Bnei Shim'on were Nemuel, and Yamin, Yariv, Zerach and Sha'ul;
25 Shallum bno, Mivsam bno, Mishma bno.
26And the Bnei Mishma: Chamuel bno, Zakkur bno, Shime'i bno.
27And Shime'i had sixteen banim and six banot, but his brethren had not many banim,

neither did all their mishpakhat multiply like the Bnei Yehudah.
28And they dwelt at Be'er-Sheva, andMoladah, and Chatzar Shual,
29And at Bilhah, and at Etzem, and at Tolad,
30And at Betuel, and at Chormah, and at Tziklag,
31And at Beit-Marcavot, and Chatzar Susim, and at Beit-Biri, and at Sha'arayim. These

were their towns until the reign of Dovid.
32And their villageswere Eitam, andAyin, Rimmon, and Tokhen, andAshan, five towns;
33 And all their villages were all around these towns as far as Ba'al. These were their

settlements, and their genealogical records.
34AndMeshovav, and Yamlech, and Yoshah Ben Amatzyah,
35And Yoel, and Yehu Ben Yoshivyah Ben Serayah Ben Asiel,
36AndElyo'einai, andYa'akovah, andYeshochayah, andAsayah, andAdiel, andYesimi'el,

and Benayah,
37And Ziza Ben Shiphi Ben Allon Ben Yedayah Ben Shimri Ben Shema'yah.
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38 These listed by their shmot were nasi'im in their mishpekhot; and the bais of
avoteihem increased greatly.

39And theywent to the outlying area of Gedor, even unto the east side of the gey (valley),
to seekmireh (pasture) for their tzon.

40 And they found mireh fertile and tov, and ha'aretz was spacious, and quiet, and
peaceful; for they of Cham had dwelt there of old.

41 And these listed by shemot came in the days of Chizkiyah (Yechizkiyahu) Melech
Yehudah, and attacked their ohalim, and the habitations that were found there, and
destroyed them utterly unto this day, and dwelt in their place, because there was mireh
there for their tzon.

42And some of them, even of the Bnei Shim'on, five hundred anashim, went to Har Se'ir,
having for their leaders Pelatyah, and Nearyah, and Refayah, and Uzziel, the Bnei Yishi.

43And they struck the she'erit (remnant) of Amalek that were escaped, and dwelt there
unto this day.

5
1Now the Bnei Reuven the bechor Yisroel, for he was the bechor; but forasmuch as he

defiled the bed of aviv, his bechorah (firstborn birthright) was given unto the Bnei Yosef
Ben Yisroel, though [the latter was] not listed in the family registers as the bechorah.

2 For Yehudah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the nagid; but the
bechorah (portion of the firstborn)was Yosefʼs.

3The Bnei Reuven bechor Yisroel were Chanokh, and Pallu, Chetzron, and Carmi.
4The Bnei Yoel: Shema'yah bno, Gog bno, Shime'i bno,
5Michah bno, Reayah bno, Ba'al bno,
6Be'erah bno, whom Tilgat Pilneser Melech Ashur carried away into the Golus; he was

nasi of the Reuveni.
7Andhis relativesby theirmishpekhot,when thegenealogyof their toldotwas reckoned,

were the rosh, Ye'iel, and Zecharyah,
8And Bela Ben Azaz Ben Shema Ben Yoel who dwelt in Aro'er, even unto Nevo and Ba'al-

Me'on;
9 And eastward he inhabited as far as the beginning of the midbar from the river

Euphrates, because their mikneh (livestock)weremultiplied in Eretz Gil'ad.
10And in the days of Sha'ul they made milchamah with the Hagari'im, who fell by their

yad; and they dwelt in their ohalim (tents) throughout all the area east of Gil'ad.
11And the Bnei Gad dwelt next to them, in the Eretz Bashan as far as Salkhah;
12Yoel the rosh, and Shapham themishneh (second), and Ya'nai, and Shaphat in Bashan.
13And their achim of the bais avoteihemwereMicha'el, andMeshullam, and Sheva, and

Yorai, and Yakan, and Zia, and Ever, shivah (seven) in all.
14 These are the Bnei Avichayil Ben Churi Ben Yaroach Ben Gil'ad Ben Micha'el Ben

Yeshishai Ben Yachdo Ben Buz.
15Achi Ben Avdi'el Ben Guni was rosh of the bais avoteihem.
16And they dwelt in Gil'ad in Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the migrashim (open

lands) of Sharon, within their borders.
17All these were reckoned by genealogies in the days of YotamMelech Yehudah, and in

the days of Yarov'amMelech Yisroel.
18 The Bnei Reuven, and the Gadi, and half the shevet (tribe) of Menasheh, of bnei

chayil, anashim able to bear mogen and cherev, and to shoot with keshet, and trained for
milchamah, were four and forty elef seven hundred and threescore, that were ready for
military service.

19 And they waged milchamah against the Hagari'im, with Yetur, and Naphish, and
Nodav.

20And they were helped against them, and the Hagari'im were delivered into their yad,
and all that were with them, for they cried to Elohim in the milchamah, and He was
entreated of them* because they put their trust in Him.

21And they took away theirmikneh: of their gemalimfifty elef, and of tzon two hundred
and fifty elef, and of chamorim two thousand, and of nefesh adam a hundred elef.

22 For there fell down many slain, because the milchamah was Elohimʼs. And they took
up residence in their place until the Golus.

* 5:20 T.N. These genealogies establish the massively eye-witnessed veracity of the death and resurrection of Israel in
and from the Golus.



DIVREY HAYAMIMALEF 5:23 422 DIVREY HAYAMIMALEF 6:23

23AndBnei chatzi (half) shevetMenashehdwelt in the land. They increased fromBashan
unto Ba'al-Chermon and Senir, and unto Har Chermon.

24And thesewere theheadsof thebais avotam, evenEpher, Yishi, Eliel, Azriel, Yirmeyah,
and Hodavyah, and Yachdiel, anashim gibborei chayil, famousmen, and heads of the bais
avotam.

25And they transgressedagainst EloheiAvoteihem, andwent a-whoring after the elohim
of the peoples of the land, whom Elohimmade shmad before them.

26And Elohei Yisroel stirred up the ruach of Pul Melech Ashur, and the ruach of Tilgat
Pilneser Melech Ashur, and he carried them away into Golus, even the Reuveni, and the
Gadi, and the half tribe of Menasheh, and brought them unto Chalach, and Chavor, and
Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day.

27The Bnei Levi: Gershon, Kehat, andMerari.
28And the Bnei Kehat: Amram, Yitzhar, and Chevron, and Uzziel.
29And the Bnei Amram: Aharon, andMoshe, andMiryam. The bnei Aharon; Nadav, and

Avihu, El'azar, and Itamar.
30El'azar fathered Pinchas, Pinchas fathered Avishua,
31And Avishua fathered Bukki, and Bukki fathered Uzzi,
32And Uzzi fathered Zerachyah, and Zerachyah fatheredMerayot,
33Merayot fathered Amaryah, and Amaryah fathered Achituv,
34And Achituv fathered Tzadok, and Tzadok fathered Achima'atz,
35And Achima'atz fathered Azaryah, and Azaryah fathered Yochanan,
36And Yochanan fathered Azaryah (he it is that executed the kohenʼs office in the Beis†

that Sh'lomo built in Yerushalayim),
37And Azaryah fathered Amaryah, and Amaryah fathered Achituv,
38And Achituv fathered Tzadok, and Tzadok fathered Shallum,
39And Shallum fathered Chilkiyah, and Chilkiyah fathered Azaryah,
40And Azaryah fathered Serayah, and Serayah fathered Yehotzadak,
41 And Yehotzadak went into the Golus, when HASHEM carried away Yehudah and

Yerushalayim by the yad of Nevukhadnetzar.

6
1The Bnei Levi: Gershom, Kehat, andMerari.
2And these are the shmot of the Bnei Gershom: Livni and Shime'i.
3And the Bnei Kehat were Amram, and Yitzhar, and Chevron, and Uzziel.
4 The Bnei Merari: Machli and Mushi. And these are the mishpekhot of the Levi'im

according to avoteihem.
5Of Gershom: Livni bno, Yachat bno, Zimmah bno,
6Yoach bno, Iddo bno, Zerach bno, Yeaterai bno.
7The Bnei Kehat: Amminadav bno, Korach bno, Assir bno,
8Elkanah bno, and Evyasaph bno, and Assir bno,
9Tachat bno, Uriel bno, Uziyah bno, and Sha'ul bno.
10And the Bnei Elkanah: Amasai, and Achimot.
11As for Elkanah, the Bnei Elkanah: Tzophai bno, and Nachat bno,
12Eliav bno, Yerocham bno, Elkanah bno.
13And the Bnei Shmuel: the bechor [Yoel], and the second, Aviyah.
14The Bnei Merari: Machli, Livni bno, Shime'i bno, Uzzah bno,
15 Shime'a bno, Chagiyah bno, Asayah bno.
16And these are theywhomDovid set over the service of shir (song) in the Beis HASHEM,

after the Menoach HaAron (the coming to rest of the Ark).
17 And they were the mesharetim (ministers) before the Mishkan Ohel Mo'ed with

singing, until Sh'lomo had built the Beis HASHEM in Yerushalayim, and then they per-
formed their avodas* according to their mishpatim (regulations).

18 And these are they that stood [ministering] with their banim. Of the Bnei Kehati;
Heman themeshorer (singer) Ben Yoel Ben Shmuel,

19Ben Elkanah Ben Yerocham Ben Eliel Ben Toach,
20Ben Tzuph Ben Elkanah BenMachat Ben Amasai,
21Ben Elkanah Ben Yoel Ben Azaryah Ben Tzephanyah,
22Ben Tachat Ben Assir Ben Evyasaph Ben Korach,
23Ben Yitzhar Ben Kehat Ben Levi Ben Yisroel.

† 5:36Hamikdash * 6:17 kodesh service
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24 And achiv Asaph, who stood at his right hand, even Asaph Ben Berechyahu Ben
Shime'a,

25BenMicha'el Ben Ba'aseyah BenMalkiyah,
26Ben Etni Ben Zerach Ben Adayah,
27Ben Eitan Ben Zimmah Ben Shime'i,
28Ben Yachat Ben Gershom Ben Levi.
29And their achim the Bnei Merari stood on the left hand; Eitan Ben Kishi Ben Avdi Ben

Maluch,
30Ben Chashavyah Ben Amatzyah Ben Chilkiyah,
31Ben Amtzi Ben Bani Ben Shemer,
32BenMachli BenMushi BenMerari Ben Levi.
33 Their achim also the Levi'im were appointed unto all the avodas Mishkan Beis

HaElohim.
34But Aharon and his banimpresented the offerings upon theMizbe'achHaOlah and on

theMizbe'achHaKetoret, andwere appointed for all thework of the KodeshHaKodashim,
and to make kapporah for Yisroel, according to all that Moshe eved HaElohim had
commanded.

35And these are the Bnei Aharon; El'azar bno, Pinchas bno, Avishua bno,
36Bukki bno, Uzzi bno, Zerachyah bno,
37Merayot bno, Amaryah bno, Achituv bno,
38Tzadok bno, Achima'atz bno.
39 Now these are their moshevot throughout their assigned territories, of the Bnei

Aharon, of themishpekhot of the Kehati, for the goral (lot) fell upon them.
40And they gave them Chevron in Eretz Yehudah, and themigrashim thereof all around

it.
41The sadeh of the Ir, and the villages thereof, they gave to Kalev Ben Yephunneh.
42 And to the Bnei Aharon they gave the cities of refuge, namely, Chevron, and Livnah

with her migrashim, and Yatir, and Eshtemo'a, with her migrashim,
43Chilen with her migrashim, Devir with hers,
44And Ashanwith her migrashim, and Beit-Shemesh with her migrashim;
45 And out of the tribe of Binyamin; Geva with her migrashim, and Alemet with her

migrashim, and Anatot with hermigrashim. All their towns throughout their mishpekhot
were 13 towns.

46And unto the Bnei Kehat, which were left of the mishpakhat of that tribe, were towns
given out of the half tribe, namely, out of the half tribe of Menasheh, by goral, ten towns.

47And to theBneiGershomthroughout theirmishpekhotoutof the tribeofYissakhar, out
of that of Asher, out of that of Naphtali, out of the tribe of Menasheh in Bashan, 13 towns.

48 Unto the Bnei Merari were given by goral, throughout their mishpekhot, out of the
tribe of Reuven, and out of that of Gad, and out of that of Zevulun, 12 towns.

49And the Bnei Yisroel gave to the Levi'im these towns with their migrashim.
50And they gave by goral out of the tribe of the Bnei Yehudah, and out of the tribe of the

Bnei Shim'on, and out of the tribe of the Bnei Binyamin, these towns, which are called by
their shmot.

51For some of the mishpekhot of the Bnei Kehat had towns of their territories out of the
tribe of Ephrayim.

52 They gave unto them, of the cities of refuge, Shechem in Har Ephrayim with her
migrashim; they gave Gezer with her migrashim,

53And Yokme'amwith her migrashim, and Beit-Choron with her migrashim,
54And Ayalon with her migrashim, and Gat-Rimmonwith her migrashim;
55And out of the half tribe ofMenasheh; Anerwith hermigrashim, and Bile'amwith her

migrashim, for themishpakhat of the rest of the Bnei Kehat.
56Unto theBneiGershomwere givenout of themishpakhat of thehalf tribe ofMenasheh

Golan in Bashanwith her migrashim, and Ashtarot with her migrashim;
57 And out of the tribe of Yissakhar; Kedesh with her migrashim, Dovrat with her

migrashim,
58And Ramot with her migrashim, and Anemwith her migrashim;
59 And out of the tribe of Asher; Mashal with her migrashim, and Avdon with her

migrashim,
60And Chukok with her migrashim, and Rechov with her migrashim;
61 And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedesh in Galil (Galilee) with her migrashim, and

Chammonwith her migrashim, and Kiryatayimwith her migrashim.
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62Unto the rest of the BneiMerari were given out of the tribe of Zevulun, Rimmonowith
her migrashim, Tavor with her migrashim.

63And on the other side of the Yarden by Yericho, on the east side of Yarden, were given
them out of the tribe of Reuven, Betzer in the midbar with her migrashim, and Yahtzah
with her migrashim,

64Kedemot also with her migrashim, andMepha'at with her migrashim;
65 And out of the tribe of Gad: Ramot in Gil'ad with her migrashim, and Machanayim

with her migrashim,
66And Cheshbonwith her migrashim, and Yazer with her migrashim.

7
1Now the Bnei Yissakhar were Tola, Puah, Yashuv, Shimrom, 4.
2And the Bnei Tola: Uzzi, Refayah, Yeriel, Yachmai, Yivsam, and Shmuel, heads of their

bais avot, namely, of Tola; they were gibborei chayil (warriors of valor) in their toldot
(generations), whose number was in the days of Dovid 22,600.

3And the Bnei Uzzi: Yizrachyah; and the Bnei Yizrachyah: Micha'el, and Ovadyah, and
Yoel, Yishiyah, 5, all of them rashim (leaders).

4 And with them, by their toldot, after their bais avot, were bands of soldiers for
milchamah, 36,000, for they hadmany nashim and banim.

5 And their brethren among all the mishpekhot of Yissakhar were gibborei chayil,
reckoned in all by their genealogies 87,000.

6The Bnei Binyamin: Bela, and Becher, and Yedia'el, 3.
7And the Bnei Bela: Etzbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Yerimot, and Iri, 5; heads of their

bais avot, gibborei chayalim (warriors of valor); and were reckoned by their genealogies
22,034.

8And the Bnei Becher: Zemirah, and Yoash, and Eli'ezer, and Elyo'einai, and Omri, and
Yeremot, and Aviyah, and Anatot, and Alemet. All these are the Bnei Becher.

9And the number of them, listed by their toldot, heads of their bais avot, gibborei chayil,
was twenty elef and two hundred.

10 The Bnei Yedia'el: Bilhan; and the Bnei Bilhan; Ye'ush, and Binyamin, and Ehud, and
Kena'anah, and Zeitan, and Tarshish, and Achishachar.

11All these the Bnei Yedia'el, by the heads of families, gibborei chayalim,were seventeen
elef and two hundred soldiers, fit to go forth for milchamah.

12 Shuppim also, and Chuppim, the Bnei Ir, and Chushim, the Bnei Acher.
13The Bnei Naphtali: Yachtziel, and Guni, and Yetzer, and Shallum, the Bnei Bilhah.
14 The Bnei Menasheh: Asriel, whom his Aramean pilegesh bore; she bore Machir avi

Gil'ad;
15 And Machir took an isha from the Chuppim and Shuppim, whose achotʼs shem was

Ma'achah; and the shem of the second was Tzelophechad, and Tzelophechad had banot.
16 And Ma'achah eshet Machir bore ben, and she called shmo Peresh; and the shem of

his brother was Sheresh; and his banimwere Ulam and Rakem.
17And the Bnei Ulam: Bedan. These were the Bnei Gil'ad BenMachir BenMenasheh.
18And his achot Hammolekhet bore Ishhod, and Avi'ezer, andMachlah.
19And the Bnei Shemida were Achyan, and Shechem, and Likchi, and Ani'am.
20And the Bnei Ephrayim: Shutelach, and Bered bno, and Tachat bno, and El'adah bno,

and Tachat bno,
21And Zavad bno, and Shutelach bno, and Ezer, and El'ad, whom the anashimof Gat that

were born in that land slaughtered, because they came down to take away their mikneh
(livestock).

22And Ephrayim avihemmournedmany days, and his achim came to comfort him.
23 And when he went in to his isha, she conceived, and bore ben, and he called shmo

Beri'ah, because it went in ra'ah (evil, disaster, misfortune)with his bais.
24 (And his bat was She'erah, who built Lower Beit-Choron, and the Upper, and Uzein

She'erah.)
25And Refach was bno, also Resheph, and Telach bno, and Tachan bno,
26La'dan bno, Ammihud bno, Elishama bno,
27Non (Nun) bno, Yehoshua bno.
28And their possessions and settlementswere Beit-El and the villages thereof, and to the

eastNa'aran, and to thewestGezer,with thevillages thereof; Shechemalso and thevillages
thereof, unto Ayah and the villages thereof;
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29And by the borders of the Bnei Menasheh, Beit-She'an and her villages, Ta'nakh and
her villages, Megiddo and her villages, Dor and her villages. In these dwelt the Bnei Yosef
Ben Yisroel.

30TheBnei Asher: Yimnah, andYishvah, andYishvi, andBeri'ah, and Serach their achot.
31And the Bnei Beri'ah: Chever, andMalki'el, who is avi Birzayit.
32And Chever fathered Yaphlet, Shomer, Chotam, and Shu'a their achot.
33And the Bnei Yaphlet: Pasach, Bimhal, Ashvat. These are the Bnei Yaphlet.
34And the Bnei Shemer: Achi, Rohgah, Chubbah, and Aram.
35And the Ben Helem his brother: Tzophach, Yimna, Shelesh, and Amal.
36The Bnei Tzophach: Suach, Charnepher, Shu'al, Beri, and Yimrah,
37Betzer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Yitran, and Be'era.
38And the Bnei Yeter: Yephunneh, Pispah, Ara.
39And the Bnei Ulla: Arach, Channi'el, Ritzya.
40 All these were the Bnei Asher, heads of their bais avot, choice gibborim chayalim,

outstanding of the nasi'im. And the number throughout the genealogy of them that were
battle-ready was twenty and six elef anashim.

8
1Now Binyamin fathered Bela his bechor, Ashbel the second, and Achrach the third,
2Nochah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.
3And the Bnei Bela were Addar, Gera, Avihud,
4Avishua, Na'aman, and Achoach,
5Gera, Shephuphan, and Churam.
6And these are the Bnei Echud: these are the rashei avot of the inhabitants of Geva, and

they drove them out to Manachat;
7 And Na'aman, and Achiyah, and Gera drove them out, and fathered Uzza, and

Achichud.
8And Shacharayim fathered banim in the country ofMoav, after he had sent themaway:

Chushim and Ba'ara were his nashim.
9And he fathered of Chodesh his isha, Yovav, Tzivya, Mesha, andMalkam,
10And Yeutz, Sochyah, Mirmah. These were his banim, rashei avot.
11And of Chushim he fathered Avituv, and Elpa'al.
12 The Bnei Elpa'al: Ever, Misham, Shemed, who built Ono, and Lod, with the villages

thereof;
13Beri'ah also, and Shema,whowere rashei avot of the inhabitants ofAyalon,whodrove

away the inhabitants of Gat;
14And Achyo, Shashak, and Yeremot,
15Zevadyah, Arad, Eder,
16Micha'el, Yishpah, and Yocha, the Bnei Beri'ah;
17And Zevadyah, andMeshullam, and Chizki, and Chever,
18Yishmerai also, and Yizli'ah, and Yovav, the Bnei Elpa'al;
19Yakim, Zichri, Zavdi,
20Eli'enai, Tzilletai, Eliel,
21Adayah, Berayah, and Shimrat, the Bnei Shime'i;
22Yishpan, Ever, Eliel,
23Avdon, Zichri, Chanan,
24Chananyah, Eilam, and Antotiyah,
25Yiphdeyah, and Penuel, the Bnei Shashak;
26And Shamsherai, and Shecharyah, and Atalyah,
27And Ya'areshyah, and Eliyah, and Zichri, the Bnei Yerocham.
28These were rashei avot, by their toldot, leaders. These dwelt in Yerushalayim.
29And at Giv'on dwelt avi Giv'on, shem of his isha: Ma'achah;
30And his bechor was Avdon, and Tzur, and Kish, and Ba'al, and Nadav,
31And Gedor, and Achyo, and Zecher.
32AndMiklot fathered Shime'ah. And these also dwelt near their achim inYerushalayim

with their achim.
33 And Ner fathered Kish, and Kish fathered Sha'ul, and Sha'ul fathered Yonatan, and

Malki-Shu'a, and Avinadav, and Eshba'al.
34And the Ben Yonatan wasMeriv-Ba'al; andMeriv-Ba'al fatheredMichah.
35And the Bnei Michah were Piton, andMelech, and Tarea, and Achaz.
36And Achaz fathered Yehoadah; and Yehoadah fathered Alemet, Azmavet, and Zimri;

and Zimri fatheredMotza,
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37AndMotza fathered Bine'a; Rapha bno, El'asah bno, Atzel bno.
38 And Atzel had six banim, whose shmot are these: Azrikam, Bocheru, and Yishmael,

and She'aryah, and Ovadyah, and Chanan. All these were the Bnei Atzel.
39And theBnei Eshek his brotherwereUlamhis bechor, Ye'ush the second, andEliphelet

the third.
40And the Bnei Ulam were anashim gibbrei chayil, archers, and had many banim, and

bnei banim, a hundred and fifty. All these are of the Bnei Binyamin.

9
1 So kol Yisroel were reckoned by genealogies; and, hinei, they were recorded and

written down in the sefer of themelachimof Yisroel and Yehudah,whowere carried away
into the Golus to Bavel for their unfaithfulness.

2Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their towns were Yisroel,
the kohanim, Levi'im, and the Netinim.*

3And in Yerushalayim dwelt of the Bnei Yehudah, and of the Bnei Binyamin, and of the
Bnei Ephrayim, andMenasheh:

4Utai Ben Ammihud Ben Omri Ben Imri Ben Banimin, of the Bnei Peretz Ben Yehudah.
5And of the Shiloni: Asayah the bechor, and his banim.
6The Bnei Zerach: Yeu'el and their brethren, 690.
7And of the Bnei Binyamin: Sallu BenMeshullam Ben Hodavyah Ben Hasenuah,
8 And Yivneyah Ben Yerocham, and Elah Ben Uzzi Ben Mikhri and Meshullam Ben

Shephatyah Ben Re'uel Ben Yivniyah;
9And their brethren, according to their toldot, 956. All these anashim were rashei avot

in the bais avoteihem.
10And of the kohanim; Yedayah, and Yehoyariv, and Yachin,
11AndAzaryahBenChilkiyahBenMeshullamBenTzadokBenMerayot BenAchituv, the

nagid of the Bais HaElohim;
12And Adayah Ben Yerocham Ben Pashchur Ben Malkiyah, and Ma'asai Ben Adiel Ben

Yachzerah, BenMeshullam BenMeshilemit Ben Immer;
13And their brethren, heads of their bais avot, 1,760; gibborei chayil for the work of the

avodas Bais HaElohim.
14Andof the Levi'im: Shema'yahBenChashuvBenAzrikamBenChashavyah of the Bnei

Merari;
15And Bakbakkar, Cheresh, Galal, andMatanyah BenMicha Ben Zichri Ben Asaph;
16 And Ovadyah Ben Shema'yah Ben Galal Ben Yedutun, and Berechyah Ben Asa Ben

Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages of the Netophati.
17 And the sho'arim were Shallum, Akkuv, Talmon, Achiman, and their brethren;

Shallumwas HaRosh,
18Who up to now had been stationed at Sha'ar HaMelech eastward; they were sho'arim

in themachanot Bnei Levi.
19 And Shallum Ben Kore Ben Evyasaph Ben Korach and his brethren of the bais aviv,

the Korchim, were over the work of the avodah, shomrei hasapim laOhel (keepers of the
thresholds of the Tent);† and avoteihem, being over theMachanehHASHEM, were shomrim
of the entrance.

20And Pinchas Ben El'azarwas nagid over them in time past, andHASHEMwaswith him.
21And Zecharyah BenMeshelemyahwas sho'er (doorkeeper, gatekeeper) of the Petach of

the Ohel Mo'ed.
22All thesewhichwerehaberurim (theonesbeing chosen) to be sho'arim (gatekeepers) in

the sapim (thresholds)were 212. Thesewere reckoned by their genealogy in their villages,
whom Dovid and Shmuel the Ro'eh (seer) did assign in their emunah (set office, entrusted
responsibility).

23 So they and their banim had the oversight of the she'arim (gates) of the Beis HASHEM,
namely, the Beis HaOhel, bymishmarot (shifts, watches).

24 In four quarters were the sho'arim, toward the east, west, north, and south.
25And their brethren, which were in their villages, were to come after shivat hayamim

from time to time with them.
26 For these Levi'im, the four gibborei hasho'arim, were in their emunah (set office,

entrusted responsibility), and were over the rooms and otzarot (treasuries) of the Bais
HaElohim.

* 9:2 i.e., Temple servants † 9:19 of Meeting
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27And they spent the night around the Bais HaElohim, because themishmeretwas upon
them; they were responsible for themafte'ach (key) thereof laboker laboker.

28 And certain of them had the charge of the kelim (vessels) of the avodah (service,
ministry), that they should bring them in and out by inventory count.

29 Some of them also were appointed to oversee the kelim (vessels), and all the k'lei
haKodesh, and the solet (flour), and the yayin, and the shemen, and the incense, and the
spices.

30And some of the Bnei HaKohanimmixed the blending of the spices.‡
31AndMattityah, one of the Levi'im, whowas the bechor of Shallum the Korchi, had the

emunah (set office, entrusted responsibility) over the things that were made in hachavitim
(panbaking).§

32Andother of their brethren, of theBneiHaKehati,wereover theLechemHaMaarechet
(Bread of Array, Showbread), to prepare it Shabbos Shabbos.

33And these are themeshorerim (singers), family heads of the Levi'im, who remained in
the Peturim Chambers; for they were employed in that work yomam valailah.

34 These family heads of the Levi'im were heads throughout their toldot; these dwelt at
Yerushalayim.

35And in Giv'on dwelt the avi Giv'on, Ye'iel, the shem of whose isha wasMa'achah,
36And his bechor Avdon, then Tzur, and Kish, and Ba'al, and Ner, and Nadav.
37And Gedor, and Achyo, and Zecharyah, andMiklot.
38 And Miklot fathered Shim'am. And they also dwelt near their brethren at Yerusha-

layimwith their brethren.
39 And Ner fathered Kish; and Kish fathered Sha'ul; and Sha'ul fathered Yonatan, and

Malki-Shu'a, and Avinadav, and Eshba'al.
40And the Ben Yonatan wasMeriv-Ba'al; andMeriv-Ba'al fatheredMichah.
41And the Bnei Michah were Piton, andMelech, and Tachre'a.
42And Achaz fathered Yarah; and Yarah fathered Alemet, and Azmavet, and Zimri; and

Zimri fatheredMotza;
43AndMotza fathered Bine'a; and Refayah bno, El'asah bno, Atzel bno.
44 And Atzel had six banim, whose shmot are these; Azrikam, Bocheru, and Yishmael,

and She'aryah, and Ovadyah, and Chanan; these were the Bnei Atzel.

10
1Now the Pelishtim (Philistines) fought against Yisroel; and themen of Yisroel fled from

before the Pelishtim, and fell down chalalim (slain ones) onMt Gilboa.
2 And the Pelishtim followed hard after Sha'ul, and after his banim; and the Pelishtim

slaughtered Yonatan, and Avinadav, andMalki-Shu'a, the Bnei Sha'ul.
3And themilchamah became intense against Sha'ul, and the archers overtook him, and

he was wounded by the archers.
4 Then said Sha'ul to his noseh keli (armor bearer), Draw thy cherev, and thrust me

through therewith; lest these arelim (uncircumcised ones) come and abuse me. But his
noseh keli would not; for he was very afraid. So Sha'ul took a cherev, and fell upon it.

5And when his noseh keli saw that Sha'ul was dead, he fell likewise on the cherev, and
died.

6 So Sha'ul died, and his shloshet banim, and all his Bais died together.
7 And when kol Ish Yisroel that were in the emek (valley) saw that they fled, and that

Sha'ul and his banim were dead, then they abandoned their towns, and fled; and the
Pelishtim came and took occupation of them.

8And it came to pass on the next day, when the Pelishtim came to strip the chalalim, that
they found Sha'ul and his banim fallen onMt Gilboa.

9And when they had stripped him, they took his rosh (head), and his keli (armor), and
sent intoeretzPelishtimall around, to carry thenewsunto their atzabim, and to thepeople.

10And they put his keli in the Bais eloheihem, and fastened his head in the Bais Dagon.
11Andwhen kol Yavesh-Gil'ad heard all that the Pelishtim had done to Sha'ul,
12 They arose, kol ish chayil, and took the gufat Sha'ul (body of Sha'ul), and the gufot of

his banim, and brought them to Yavesh, and buried their atzmot under the elah (oak tree)
in Yavesh, and underwent a tzom shivat yamim.

13So Sha'ul died for hisma'al (unfaithfulness)which he committed against HASHEM, even
against the Devar HASHEM, over which he was not shomer, and also for consulting an ov
(one with a familiar spirit) to seek guidance;

‡ 9:30 of the shemenmishchat kodesh, holy anointing oil § 9:31 offerings
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14 And inquired not of HASHEM; therefore He slaughtered him, and turned over the
kingdom unto Dovid Ben Yishai.

11
1Then kol Yisroel gathered themselves to Dovid unto Chevron, saying, Hinei, we are thy

etzem (bone) and thy basar.
2And moreover in time past, even when Sha'ul was melech, thou wast he that hamotzi

(ledout)andbrought inYisroel; andHASHEMEloheichasaidunto thee, Thoushalt shepherd
My people Yisroel, and thou shalt be Nagid over My people Yisroel.

3 Therefore came all the Ziknei Yisroel to HaMelech to Chevron; and Dovid cut a Brit
with them in Chevron before HASHEM; and vayimeshechu (they anointed) Dovid Melech
over Yisroel, according to the Devar HASHEM by Shmuel.

4 And Dovid and Kol Yisroel went to Yerushalayim, which is Yevus; where the Yevusi
were, the inhabitants of ha'aretz.

5And the inhabitants of Yevus said to Dovid, Thou shalt not come in here. Nevertheless
Dovid took theMetzudat Tziyon, which is Ir Dovid.

6And Dovid said, Whosoever attacketh the Yevusi barishonah shall be Rosh and Sar. So
Yoav Ben Tzeruyah went up first, and became Rosh.

7And Dovid dwelt in theMetzad; therefore they called it Ir Dovid.
8 And he built the Ir around it, even from the Millo to the surrounding area, and Yoav

repaired the rest of the Ir.
9 So Dovid continued greater and greater, for HASHEM Tzva'os was with him.
10 These also are the Roshei HaGibborim whom Dovid had, who strengthened them-

selves with him in his Malchut, and with all Yisroel, to make himMelech, according to the
Devar HASHEM concerning Yisroel.

11And this is the mispar (number) of the Gibborim whom Dovid had: Yashov'am, a ben
Chachmoni, Rosh HaShaloshim: he lifted up his khanit against shlosh me'ot slain by him
at one time.

12 And after him was El'azar Ben Dodo, the Achochi, who was one of the Shloshah
HaGibborim.

13HewaswithDovidat PasDammim, and there thePelishtim (Philistines)weregathered
together to battle, wherewas chelekat hasadeh (a parcel of ground) full of se'orim (barley);
and HaAm (the people, troops, army) fled from before the Pelishtim (Philistines).

14 And they set themselves in the midst of that chelekah (parcel), and delivered it, and
slaughtered the Pelishtim (Philistines); vayosha HASHEM(and HASHEMsaved) them by a
teshu'ah gedolah (great deliverance).

15 Now three of the sheloshim rosh went down to the Tzur to Dovid, into the me'arah
(cave) of Adullam; and the machaneh of the Pelishtim (Philistines) encamped in the Emek
Repha'im.

16 And Dovid was then in the Metzudah, and the garrison of the Pelishtim was then at
Beit-Lechem.

17And Dovid had a [thirsty] longing, and said, Oh that one would draw for me drink of
themayim from the bor (well) of Beit-Lechem, that is at the sha'ar (gate).

18And the Shloshabroke through themachanehPelishtim (Philistines), anddrewmayim
out of the bor Beit-Lechem, that was by the sha'ar, and took it, and brought it to Dovid; but
Dovid would not drink of it, but poured it out* to HASHEM.

19And said, Chalilah li meElohai (Elohai forbid it me), that I should do this thing. Shall
I drink the dahm of these anashim at their nafshot? For at jeopardy of their nafshot they
brought it. Therefore he would not drink it. These things did these Shloshet HaGibborim.

20And Avishai the brother of Yoav, he was Rosh HaSheloshah; for lifting up his khanit
against ShloshMe'ot, he slaughtered them, and had a shem among the Shloshah.

21Of the Shloshah, he was more honored than the two; for he was their Sar; howbeit he
attained not to the† Shloshah.‡

22 Benayah Ben Yehoyada, a valiant man of Kavtze'el, who had done many exploits; he
slaughtered two lion-likemen ofMoav; also hewent down and slaughtered an ari in a bor
(pit) on a yom sheleg (snowy day).

23And he slaughtered the ish HaMitzri, a man of great stature, five cubits high; and in
the yadHaMitzriwas a khanit like a rodof anoreg (weaver); andhewent down tohimwith
a shevet (club), and plucked the khanit out of the yad HaMitzri, and slaughtered himwith
his own khanit.

* 11:18 like a nesekh offering † 11:21 first ‡ 11:21 in comparison
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24 These things did Benayah Ben Yehoyada, and had the shem among the Shloshah
HaGibborim.

25 Behold, he was honored among the Shloshim, but attained not to the Shloshah; and
Dovid set him over his mishma'at.

26 Also the valiant men of the armies were, Asahel the brother of Yoav, Elchanan Ben
Dodo of Beit-Lechem,

27 Shammot the Harori, Cheletz the Peloni,
28 Ira Ben Ikkesh the Tekoi, Avi'ezer the Anetoti,
29 Sibbekhai the Chushati, Ilai the Achochi,
30Maharai the Netophati, Cheled Ben Ba'anah the Netophati,
31 Ithai Ben Rivai of Giv'ah, that pertained to the Bnei Binyamin, Benayah the Pir'athoni,
32Churai of the brooks of Ga'ash, Aviel the Arbati,
33Azmavet the Bacharumi, Elyachba the Sha'alboni,
34The Bnei HASHEM the Gizoni, Yonatan Ben Shage the Harari,
35Achiam Ben Sachar the Harari, Eliphal Ben Ur,
36Chepher theMecherati, Achiyah the Peloni,
37Chetzro the Karmeli, Na'arai Ben Ezbai,
38Yoel the brother of Natan, Mivchar Ben Hagri,
39Tzelek the Ammoni, Nachrai the Beroti, the armorbearer of Yoav ben Tzeruyah,
40 Ira the Yitri, Garev the Yitri,
41Uriyah the Chitti, Zavad Ben Achlai,
42Adina Ben Shiza the Reuveni, a rosh of the Reubeni, and shloshimwith him,
43Chanan BenMa'achah, and Yoshaphat the Mitni,
44Uzzia the Ashterati, Shama and§ Ye'iel the Bnei Chotam the Aroeri,
45Yedi'ael Ben Shimri, and Yocha his brother, the Titzi,
46Eliel the Machavi, Yerivai, Yoshavyah, the Bnei Elna'am, Yitmah theMoavi,
47Eliel, Oved, and Ya'asiel the Metzovayah.

12
1Now these are they that came to Dovid to Tziklag, while he was still a fugitive because

of Sha'ul Ben Kish; and they were among the gibborim, helpers in milchamah.
2 They were armed with keshet (bow), and could use both the right hand and the left in

hurling stones and shooting khitzim (arrows) from a keshet; they were kinsmen of Sha'ul,
of Binyamin.

3 The head was Achi'ezer, then Yoash, the Bnei Shema'ah the Giveati; Yeziel, Pelet, the
Bnei Azmavet; Berakhah, and Yehu the Anetoti.

4 And Yishma'yah the Giv'oni, a gibbor among the Shloshim (Thirty), and over the
Shloshim; and

5Yirmeyah, Yachaziel, Yochanan, and Yozavad the Gederati,
6Eluzai, Yerimot, Bealyah, Shemaryahu, and Shephatyahu the Charuphi,
7Elkanah, Yishiyahu, Azare'el, Yo'ezer, and Yashov'am, the Korchi,
8And Yo'elah, and Zevadyah, the Bnei Yerocham of Gedor.
9 And of the Gadi there separated themselves unto Dovid into the stronghold in the

midbar gibborei hachayil (men of valor), and anshei tzavah (army men) for milchamah,
that could handle shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of aryeh, and were as
swift as the gazelles upon the harim;

10Ezer the head, Ovadyah the second, Eliav the third,
11Mishmannah the fourth, Yirmeyah the fifth,
12Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
13Yochanan the eighth, Elzavad the ninth,
14Yirmeyah the tenth, Makhbanai the eleventh.
15 These were of the Bnei Gad, commanders of the tzava (army). One of the least was

equal to a hundred, and the greatest to an elef.
16 These are they that went over Yarden in the first month, when it was overflowing all

its banks; they put to flight all them of the valleys, both toward the east, and toward the
west.

17And there came of the Bnei Binyamin and Yehudah to the stronghold unto Dovid.
18 And Dovid went out before them, and answered and said unto them, If ye be come

in shalom unto me to help me, mine lev shall be united unto you, but if ye be come to

§ 11:44 T.N. Dovid knew he did not come to be served but to serve cf. 1Chr 11:19; Mk 10:45
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betrayme tomine enemies, seeing there is no chamas inmine hands, Elohei Avoteinu look
thereon, and pass* judgment.

19Then the Ruach† came upon Amasai, who was head of the Thirty, and he said,

Thine are we, Dovid,
and on thy side, thou Ben Yishai.
Shalom, shalom be unto thee,
and shalom be to thine helpers;
for Eloheicha helpeth thee.

Then Dovid received them, andmade them heads of the gedud (raiding band, troop).
20 And there defected some of Menasheh to Dovid, when he went with the Pelishtim

(Philistines) against Sha'ul for milchamah, but they helped them‡ not; for the rulers of the
Pelishtim after etzah (counsel) sent him§ away, saying, He* will defect to his adon Sha'ul
to the jeopardy of our heads.

21As hewent to Tziklag, there defected to him those ofMenasheh, Adnach, and Yozavad,
and Yedi'ael, and Micha'el, and Yozavad, and Elihu, and Tzilletai, heads of the alafim that
were of Menasheh.

22And they helped Dovid against the gedud, for they were all gibborei chayil, and were
sarim in the tzava (army).

23 For at that time day by day there came men to Dovid to help him, until it was a
machaneh gadol, like theMachaneh Elohim.

24 And these are the numbers of the leaders that were ready-armed for the army, and
came to Dovid to Chevron, to turn over theMalchut Sha'ul to him, according to theword of
HASHEM.

25 The Bnei Yehudah that bore shield and romach (spear) were six alafim and eight
hundred, ready-armed for tzva.

26Of the Bnei Shim'on, gibborei chayil for tzava, shivat alafim and one hundred.
27Of the Bnei Levi four alafim and six hundred.
28And Yehoyada was the nagid of those of Aharon, and with himwere three alafim and

sheva hundred;
29And Tzadok, a na'ar gibbor chayil, and of bais aviv twenty and two sarim.
30 And of the Bnei Binyamin, the kindred of Sha'ul, three alafim; for up until then the

greatest part of them had kept shomrim mishmeret Bais Sha'ul (guarded loyalty to the
House of Sha'ul).

31 And of the Bnei Ephrayim twenty elef and eight hundred, gibborei chayil, famous
throughout the bais of their avot.

32And of the half tribe of Menasheh eighteen elef, which were designated by shmot, to
come andmake DovidMelech.

33 And of the Bnei Yissakhar, which were men that had binah (understanding) of the
times, to know what Yisroel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all
their brethren were under their commandment.

34Of Zevulun, such as went forth to tzava (military service), expert in milchamah, with
all instruments of milchamah, fifty elef, which could keep rank; they were not of double
heart.

35 And of Naphtali elef sarim, and with them with shield and khanit (spear) thirty and
shivah elef.

36And of the Dani expert in milchamah twenty and eight elef and six hundred.
37And of Asher, such aswent forth to tzava (military service), expert inmilchamah, forty

elef.
38And on the other side of Yarden, of the Reuveni, and the Gadi, and of the half shevet

(tribe)ofMenasheh,withallmannerof instruments of tzava for themilchamah, ahundred
and twenty elef.

39 All these anshei milchamah, that could keep rank, came with a levav shalem to
Chevron, to make Dovid Melech over kol Yisroel; and all the rest also of Yisroel were of
lev echad tomake DovidMelech.

40 And there they were with Dovid yamim shloshah, eating and drinking, for their
brethren had prepared for them.

41Moreover they thatwere kerovim (near ones, neighbors) to them, even unto Yissakhar
and Zevulun and Naphtali, brought lechem on chamorim, and on gemalim (camels), and

* 12:18His † 12:19HaKodesh ‡ 12:20 Pelishtim § 12:20 Dovid * 12:20 Dovid
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on peradim, and on bakar, and food of kemach (flour), cakes of figs, and raisin cakes, and
yayin, and shemen, and bakar, and tzon abundantly; for there was simchah in Yisroel.

13
1And Dovid consulted with the sarei ha'alafim andme'ot, and with every nagid.
2And Dovid said unto kol Kehal Yisroel, If it seem tov unto you, and that it be of HASHEM

Eloheinu, let us send out everywhere unto acheinu (our brethren), that remain in kol
Aratzot Yisroel, and with them also to the Kohanim and Levi'im which are in their towns
andmigroshot (adjacent open lands), that theymay gather themselves unto us;

3And let us bring back the Aron Eloheinu to us, for we inquired not of him in the yamim
of Sha'ul.

4And kol HaKahal said that they would do so, for the thing was yashar in the eyes of kol
HaAm.

5 So Dovid assembled kol Yisroel together, from Shichor in Mitzrayim even unto the
entrance of Chamat, to bring the Aron HaElohim from Kiryat-Ye'arim.

6 And Dovid went up, and kol Yisroel, to Ba'alah, that is, to Kiryat-Ye'arim, which
belonged toYehudah, tobringup fromthere theAronHaElohimHASHEM, that is enthroned
upon the keruvim, that is called by [His] Shem.

7And they moved the Aron HaElohim on an agalah chadashah from the bais Avinadav,
and Uzza and Achyo guided the agalah.

8 And Dovid and Kol Yisroel rejoiced before HaElohim with kol oz and with shirim
(songs), and with kinnorot (harps), and with nevalim (lyres), and with tambourines, and
with cymbals, and with khatzotzerot (trumpets).

9And when they came unto the goren Kidon, Uzza reached his yad to steady the Aron;
for the ox tilted it.

10 And the Af HASHEM was kindled against Uzza, and He struck him down, because he
put his yad to the Aron, and there he died before Elohim.

11 And Dovid burned with anger, because HASHEM had made a peretz (outburst),
breaking out upon Uzza, wherefore that makom is called Peretz-Uzzah to this day.

12 And Dovid was afraid of HaElohim that day, saying, How shall I bring the Aron
HaElohim tome?

13 So Dovid brought not the Aron to himself to Ir Dovid, but took it aside into the bais
Oved-Edom the Gitti.

14And the Aron HaElohim remainedwith the Bais Oved-Edom in his bais threemonths.
And HASHEMmade a brocha upon the Bais Oved-Edom, and all that he had.*

14
1Now ChuramMelech Tzor sent malachim to Dovid, and timber of cedars, withmasons

and carpenters, to build him a bais (palace).
2 And Dovid perceived that HASHEM had established him Melech over Yisroel, for his

malchut was lifted up on high, for the sake of His people Yisroel.
3 And Dovid took more nashim at Yerushalayim; and Dovid fathered more banim and

banot.
4Now these are the shmot of his banim which were born in Yerushalayim: Shammua,

and Shovav, Natan, and Sh'lomo,
5And Yivchar, and Elishua, and Elpelet,
6And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Yaphia,
7And Elishama, and Be'elyada, and Eliphalet.
8Andwhen the Pelishtim (Philistines)heard that Dovid nimshach (was anointed)Melech

over kol Yisroel, all the Pelishtimwent up to search for Dovid. Dovid heard of it, and went
out against them.

9And the Pelishtim (Philistines) came and spread out in the Emek Repha'im.
10 And Dovid inquired of Elohim, saying, Shall I go up against the Pelishtim? And wilt

Thou deliver them into mine yad? And HASHEM said unto him, Go up; for I will deliver
them into thine yad.

11 So they came up to Ba'al-Peratzim; and Dovid defeated them there. Then Dovid said,
Elohim hath broken out upon mine oyevim by mine yad like the peretz mayim (breaking
forth of waters); therefore they called the shem of that makom Ba'al-Peratzim.

* 13:14 T.N.When translating the OJB our team of proofreaders discovered the truth of this verse, 1Chr 13:14
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12Andwhen they* had abandoned their elohim there, Dovid gave a commandment, and
they were burned with eish.

13And the Pelishtim (Philistines) yet again spread out in the emek (valley).
14Therefore Dovid inquired again of Elohim, and Elohim said unto him, Go not up after

them; circle around upon them, and come upon them opposite themulberry trees.
15And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of marching in the tops of the mulberry

trees, that then thou shalt go out to milchamah; for HaElohim is gone forth before thee to
strike themachaneh Pelishtim.

16Dovid therefore did as Elohim commanded him, and they struck down themachaneh
Pelishtim from Giv'on even to Gezer.

17And the shem (fame) of Dovidwent out into all lands; andHASHEMbrought the pachad
(terror) of him upon kol HaGoyim.

15
1 And Dovid made him batim (buildings) in Ir Dovid, and prepared a makom for Aron

HaElohim, and pitched for it an ohel.
2 Then Dovid said, None may carry Aron HaElohim but the Levi'im; for them hath

HASHEM bachar (chosen) to carry the Aron HaElohim, and tominister unto Him ad olam.
3And Dovid assembled kol Yisroel together at Yerushalayim, to bring up Aron HASHEM

unto his makom (place, home)which he had prepared for it.
4And Dovid assembled the Bnei Aharon, and the Levi'im;
5Of the Bnei Kehat; Uriel the sar, and his brethren a 120;
6Of the Bnei Merari; Asayah the sar, and his brethren 220;
7Of the Bnei Gershom; Yoel the sar and his brethren 130;
8Of the Bnei Elitzaphan; Shema'yah the sar, and his brethren 200;
9Of the Bnei Chevron; Eliel the sar, and his brethren 80;
10Of the Bnei Uzziel; Amminadav the sar, and his brethren 112.
11 And Dovid summoned Tzadok and Evyatar (Abiathar) the Kohanim, as well as the

Levi'im, for Uriel, Asayah, and Yoel, Shema'yah, and Eliel, and Amminadav,
12And said unto them, Ye are the rashei ha'avot of the Levi'im; set yourselves apart as

kodesh, both ye and your brethren, that yemay bring upAronHASHEMElohei Yisroel unto
the place that I have prepared for it.

13 For because ye did it not at the first, HASHEM Eloheinu broke out upon us, for that we
inquired of Him not according to themishpat (due order, ordinance).

14 So the Kohanim and the Levi'im set themselves apart as kodesh to bring up Aron
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

15And the Bnei HaLevi'im bore the AronHaElohim upon their shoulders with themotot
(poles) thereon, as Moshe commanded according to the Devar HASHEM.

16AndDovid spoke to theSareiHaLevi'im toappoint theirbrethren tobe themeshorerim
(singers) with instruments of music, nevalim (lyres) and kinnorot (harps) and cymbals,
sounding, by lifting up the voice with simchah.

17So theLevi'imappointedHemanBenYoel; andofhisbrethren,AsaphBenBerechyahu;
and of the Bnei Merari their brethren, Eitan Ben Kushayahu;

18 And with them their brethren of the next rank, Zecharyah, Ben, and Ya'aziel,
and Shemiramot, and Yechiel, and Unni, Eliav, and Benayahu, and Ma'aseiyahu, and
Mattityahu, and Eliph'lehu, and Mikneyahu, and Oved-Edom, and Ye'iel, the sho'arim
(gatekeepers).

19 So the meshorerim (singers), Heman, Asaph, and Eitan, sounded the cymbals of
nechoshet;

20 And Zecharyah, and Aziel, and Shemiramot, and Yechiel, and Unni, and Eliav, and
Ma'aseiyahu, and Benayahu, with nevalim (lyres) al-alamot (after themanner of virgins);*

21 And Mattityahu, and Eliph'lehu, and Mikneyahu, and Oved-Edom, and Ye'iel, and
Azazyahu, with kinnorot (harps) al-HaSheminit to direct.

22And Kenanyahu, sar HaLevi'im, was for singing; he directed the song, because of his
understanding.

23And Berechyah and Elkanahwere shoarim (doorkeepers) for the Aron.
24 And Shevanyahu, and Yoshaphat, and Netan'el, and Amasai, and Zecharyah, and

Benayahu, and Eli'ezer, the Kohanim, did blow the trumpets before the Aron HaElohim;
and Oved-Edom and Yechiyah were shoarim (doorkeepers) for the Aron.

* 14:12 the Pelishtim * 15:20 i.e., in the treble— see Ps 46:1
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25SoDovid, and the Ziknei Yisroel, and the sarim over alafim,went to bring upAron Brit
HASHEM out of the Bais Oved-Edomwith simchah.

26 And it came to pass, when HaElohim helped the Levi'im that bore the Aron Brit
HASHEM, that they offered in sacrifice shivah bulls and shivah rams.

27And Dovid was clothed with ame'il butz (fine linen robe), and all the Levi'im that bore
the Aron, and the meshorerim (singers); and Kenanyah the master of the song with the
meshorerim; Dovid also had upon him a linen ephod.†

28 Thus kol Yisroel brought up the Aron Brit HASHEM with shouting, and with sound of
the shofar, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, sounding nevalim (lyres) and kinnorot
(harps).

29And it came to pass, as the Aron Brit HASHEM came to Ir Dovid, that Michal Bat Sha'ul,
looking out at the chalon, saw Dovid HaMelech dancing and whirling. And she despised
him in her lev.

16
1 So they brought the Aron HaElohim, and set it inside the Ohel that Dovid had pitched

for it; and they offered olot (burnt sacrifices) and shelamim before HaElohim.
2 And when Dovid had made an end of offering the olot and the shelamim, he blessed

HaAm b'ShemHASHEM.
3And he apportioned to kol Ish Yisroel, both ish and isha, to every one a kikar lechem,

and a good piece of meat, and a raisin cake.
4 And he appointed certain of the Levi'im as mesharetim (ministers) before the Aron

HASHEM, and to remember, and to thank and to praise HASHEM Elohei Yisroel;
5 Asaph HaRosh, and mishneh to him Zecharyah, Ye'iel, and Shemiramot, and Yechiel,

and Mattityah, and Eliav, and Benayah, and Oved-Edom; and Ye'iel with instruments of
nevalim (lyres) andwith kinnorot; but Asaphmade a soundwith cymbals;

6Benayah also and Yachaziel the Kohanimwith khatzotzerot (trumpets) tamid (continu-
ally) before the Aron Brit HaElohim.

7Then on that day Dovid first committed the giving of thanks unto HASHEM into the yad
Asaph and his achim.
8Give thanks unto HASHEM, call upon Shmo,
make knownHis deeds among the nations.
9 Sing unto Him, sing psalms unto Him,
tell ye of all His nifle'ot (wondrous deeds).
10Glory ye in Shem Kadesho;
let the lev of them rejoice that seek HASHEM.
11 Seek HASHEM and His oz,
seek His face tamid.
12Remember His nifle'ot that He hath done,
His mofetim, and themishpatim of His mouth;
13O ye zera Yisroel His eved,
ye Bnei Ya'akov, His chosen ones.
14He is HASHEM Eloheinu;
His mishpatim are in kol ha'aretz.
15Be yemindful l'olam of His Brit;
the davar which He commanded to an elef dor;
16Even of the Brit which He cut with Avraham,
and of His shevu'a (oath) unto Yitzchak;
17And hath confirmed the same to Ya'akov for a chok (decree),
and to Yisroel for a Brit Olam,
18 Saying, Unto thee will I give Eretz Kena'an,
the chevel (portion), the lot of your nachalah.
19When ye were but few,
even a few, and gerim in it.
20Andwhen they went from goy (nation) to goy,
and from onemamlachah to an Am acher (another people),
21He permitted no ish to oppress them;
he reprovedmelachim for their sakes,

† 15:27 See Ps 110:4
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22 Saying, Touch not Mine anointed ones,
and doMy nevi'im no harm.

23 Sing unto HASHEM, kol ha'aretz;
show forth from day to day His Yeshu'ah (salvation).
24Declare His kavod among the Goyim;
His nifle'ot among kol haAmim.
25For gadol is HASHEM, and greatly to be praised;
He also is to be feared above kol elohim.
26For kol elohei haAmim are elilim,
but HASHEMmade Shomayim.
27Hod and Hadar are in His presence;
oz and chedvah (joy) are in His makom (place, home, dwelling).
28Ascribe unto HASHEM, yemishpechot Amim,
ascribe unto HASHEM Kavod and oz.
29Ascribe unto HASHEM the kavod due unto Shmo;
bring aminchah, and come before Him;
worship HASHEM in the hadar (splendor) of kodesh (holiness).
30Fear before Him, kol ha'aretz;
the tevel (world) also shall be firmly established, that it be not moved.
31Let HaShomayim have simcha, and let ha'aretz rejoice;
and let them say among the Goyim, HASHEM reigneth.
32Let the yam roar, and the fulness thereof;
let the sadeh rejoice, and all that is therein.
33Then shall the trees of the ya'ar (forest, woods) sing out before HASHEM,
because He cometh to judge ha'aretz.

34O give thanks unto HASHEM, for He is tov;
for His chesed endureth l'olam.
35And say ye, Hoshienu, Elohei Yisheinu (G-d of our salvation),
and gather us together, and deliver us from the Goyim,
that wemay give thanks to Shem Kadshecha,
and glory in Thy tehillah (praise).
36Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel
min HaOlam v'ad HaOlam.

And kol HaAm said, Omein, and praised HASHEM.
37 So he left there before the Aron Brit HASHEM Asaph and his achim, to minister before

the Aron tamid (continually), accordingly yom by its yom;
38AndOved-Edomwith their achim, threescore and eight; Oved-EdomBen Yedutun and

Chosah as Shoarim (gatekeepers);
39And TzadokHaKohen, and his achim the Kohanim, before theMishkanHASHEM in the

bamah (high place) that was at Giv'on,
40To offer olot (burnt offerings) unto HASHEM upon theMizbe'ach HaOlah tamid (contin-

ually) boker and erev, and to do according to all that is written in the Torat HASHEM, which
He commanded Yisroel;

41Andwith themHemanandYedutun, and the rest thatwere theChosenones,whowere
designated by shemot, to give thanksgiving to HASHEM, ki l'olam chasdo.

42 And with them Heman and Yedutun with khatzotzerot (trumpets) and cymbals for
those that should make a sound, and with klei Shir HaElohim (musical instruments of G-
d). And the Bnei Yedutun were at the Sha'ar (gate).

43And kol haAm departed every ish to his bais; and Dovid returned to bless his bais.

17
1Now it came to pass, as Dovid sat in his bais, that Dovid said to Natan HaNavi, Hinei, I

dwell in a bais ha'arazim (a palace of cedars) but the Aron Brit HASHEM [dwelleth] under
tent curtains.

2Then Natan said to Dovid, Do all that is in thine levav; for HaElohim is with thee.
3And it came to pass the same lailah, that the Devar Elohim came to Natan, saying,
4Go and tell DovidAvdi, Thus saithHASHEM, Thou shalt not buildMeHaBayit to dwell in,
5For I have not dwelt in a Bayit since the day that I brought up Yisroel until this day, but

have gone from ohel to ohel, and from onemishkan to another.
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6Wheresoever I have walked with kol Yisroel, spoke I a word to any of the Shofetim of
Yisroel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people, saying, Why have ye not built me a
Bais Arazim?

7Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto Avdi Dovid, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, I took
thee from the naveh, even from following the tzon, that thou shouldest be Nagid over My
people Yisroel;

8And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, and have cut off all thine
oyevim frombefore thee, and havemade thee a shem like the shemof the gedolim that are
in ha'aretz.

9Also I will ordain a makom for My people Yisroel, and will plant them, and they shall
dwell in their place, and shall bemoved nomore; neither shall the bnei avel oppress them
anymore, as they did at the beginning,

10Andsince the time that I commandedShofetim tobeoverMypeopleYisroel. Moreover
I will subdue all thine oyevim. Furthermore I tell thee that HASHEM will build thee a Bais
(House, Dynasty).

11And it shall come to pass, when thy yamim are expired that thou must go to be with
Avoteicha, that I will raise up thy zera after thee, which shall be of thy banim; and I will
establish his Malchut ([Messianic] Kingdom).

12He shall build for Me a Bais, and I will establish his kisse ad olam.
13 I will be his Av, and he shall beMy Ben;* and Iwill not takeMy chesed away fromhim,

as I took it from him that was before thee,
14 But I will set him in Mine Bais and in My Malchut ad olam, and his kisse shall be

established ad olam.
15 According to all these devarim, and according to all this chazon (revelation), so did

Natan speak unto Dovid.
16 And Dovid HaMelech came and sat before HASHEM, and said, Who am I, HASHEM

Elohim, and what is mine bais, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?
17Andas if thiswere not sufficient in Thine eyes, O Elohim, Thouhast also spoken of Bais

Avdecha in the future afar off, and hast regarded me according to the estate of ha'adam
hama'alah (theman of high degree), O HASHEM Elohim.

18What more can Dovid speak to Thee regarding the kavod of Thy eved? For Thou hast
da'as of Thy eved.

19HASHEM, for the sake of Thy eved, and according to Thine own lev (heart, will), hast
Thou done all this gedullah (greatness), in making known kol hagedulot (all great things).

20 HASHEM, there is none like Thee, neither is there any Elohim zulah (besides) Thee,
according to all that we have heard with our ears.

21Andwhat one goy (nation) in ha'aretz is like Thy people Yisroel, whomHaElohimwent
to redeem to be His own people, to make for Thee Shem Gedullot and Nora'ot, by driving
out Goyim from before Thy people whom Thou hast redeemed out of Mitzrayim?

22 For Thy people Yisroel didst Thou make Thine own people ad olam; Thou HASHEM,
became their Elohim.

23Therefore now, HASHEM, let the davar that Thouhast spoken concerning Thy eved and
concerning his Bais be established ad olam, and do as Thou hast said.

24Let it even be established, that Thy Shemmay be magnified ad olam, saying, HASHEM
Tzva'os is Elohei Yisroel, even Elohim to Yisroel; let Bais Dovid Avdecha be established
before Thee.

25 For Thou, O Elohai, hast revealed in the ozen of Thy eved that Thou wilt build him a
Bais; therefore Thy eved hath found to daven in prayer before Thee.

26Now, HASHEM, Thou art HaElohim, and hast promised this tovah unto Thy eved.
27Now therefore let it please Thee tomake brocha upon the Bais of Thy eved, that it may

be before Thee l'olam; for Thou makest brocha HASHEM, and it shall be mevorech l'olam
(blessed forever).

18
1Now after this it came to pass, that Dovid struck the Pelishtim, and subdued them, and

took Gat and her villages out of the yad of the Pelishtim.
2And he struckMoav, andMoav became Dovidʼs avadim, and brought minchah.
3And Dovid struck HadadezerMelech Tzovah unto Chamat, as he* went to establish his

dominion over the river Euphrates.

* 17:13HaElohim * 18:3Hadadezer
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4 And Dovid captured from him elef chariots, and 7,000 parashim, and 20,000 foot
soldiers. Dovid also hamstrung all the chariot horses, but reserved of them 100 chariot
horses.

5AndwhenAramDarmesek came to helpHadadezerMelechTzovah, Dovid slaughtered
of the Syrians 22,000 ish.

6Then Dovid put garrisons in Aram Darmesek; and the Syrians became Dovidʼs avadim
(subjects), bearingminchah (tribute). Thus HASHEM saved Dovid wherever he went.

7And Dovid took the shields of zahav that were on avadim of Hadadezer, and brought
them to Yerushalayim.

8 Likewise from Tivchat, and from Kun, towns of Hadadezer, Dovid took very much
nechoshet, wherewith Sh'lomo made the Yam HaNechoshet, and the Ammudim, and the
kelei hanechoshet.

9Nowwhen To'u Melech Chamat heard how Dovid had struck down the whole army of
Hadadezer Melech Tzovah,

10 He sent Hadoram bno to HaMelech Dovid, to give him a shalom greeting, and to
congratulate him, because he had fought against Hadadezer, and struck him down (for
Hadadezerwas an ishmilchamah often against To'u); and he sent allmanner kelim zahav,
kesef and nechoshet.

11Them also Dovid HaMelech dedicated as kodesh unto HASHEM, with the kesef and the
zahav that he brought from all these Goyim; from Edom, and from Moav, and from the
Bnei Ammon, and from the Pelishtim, and from Amalek.

12Moreover Avishai Ben Tzeruyah slaughtered of Edom in the Gey HaMelach eighteen
elef.

13And he put garrisons in Edom, and kol Edom became Dovidʼs avadim. Thus HASHEM
saved Dovid wherever he went.

14 So Dovid reigned over kol Yisroel, and executed mishpat and tzedakah among all his
people.

15And Yoav Ben Tzeruyahwas over the tzava (army), and Yehoshaphat Ben Achiludwas
mazkir (recorder, secretary).

16And Tzadok Ben Achituv, and Avimelech Ben Evyatar (Abiathar), were the Kohanim,
and Shavsha was sofer (scribe),

17And Benayahu Ben Yehoyada was over the Kereti and the Peleti; and the Bnei Dovid
were the rishonim (first ones) at the side of HaMelech.

19
1Now it came to pass after this, thatNachashMelechBnei Ammondied, andbno reigned

in his place.
2AndDovid said, I will show chesed unto ChanunBenNachash, because aviv (his father)

showed chesed to me. And Dovid sent malachim to bring condolences to him concerning
aviv. So the avadim of Dovid came into the eretz Bnei Ammon to Chanun, to console him.

3But the sarim of the Bnei Ammon said to Chanun, Thinkest thou that Dovid doth honor
avicha, that he hath sent menachamim (comforters) unto thee? Are not his avadim come
unto thee for to reconnoiter, and to overthrow, and to spy out ha'aretz?

4 Therefore Chanun arrested Dovidʼs avadim, and shaved them, and cut off their
garments in themiddle at the buttocks, and sent them away.

5Then there went certain ones, and told Dovid about the anashim. And he sent to meet
them, for the anashimwere greatly humiliated. AndHaMelech said, Tarry at Yericho until
your zakan be grown, and then return.

6 And when the Bnei Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to Dovid,
Chanun and the Bnei Ammon sent elef kikar (talents) kesef to hire them chariots and
parashim out of AramNaharayim, and out of AramMa'achah, and out of Tzovah.

7 So they hired thirty and two elef chariots, and Melech Ma'akhah and his troop, who
came and encamped before Medeva. And the Bnei Ammon gathered themselves together
from their towns, andmoved out for milchamah.

8Andwhen Dovid heard of it, he sent Yoav, and kol tzava hagibborim.
9And the Bnei Ammon came out, and drew up for milchamah before the gate of the Ir,

and themelachim that were comewere by themselves in the sadeh.
10Now when Yoav saw that the milchamah was set against him before and behind, he

chose out of all the best of Yisroel, and deployed them to engage Aram (the Syrians).
11And the rest of the people he delivered unto the yad of Avishai his brother, and they

deployed to engage the Bnei Ammon.
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12Andhe said, If the Syrians be too strong forme, then thou shalt saveme, but if the Bnei
Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will save thee.

13 Chazak (Be strong)! And let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, and for the
towns of Eloheinu, and let HASHEM do that which is hatov in His eyes.

14 So Yoav and the troop that were with him drew near before the Syrians unto the
milchamah; and they fled before him.

15And when the Bnei Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, they likewise fled before
Avishai his brother, and entered into the ir.* Then Yoav returned to Yerushalayim.

16And when the Syrians saw that they were routed before Yisroel, they sent malachim,
anddrew forth the Syrians thatwerebeyond theRiver, and Shophach sar tzavaHadadezer
went before them.

17And itwas toldDovid; andhe gathered kol Yisroel, and crossed over Yarden, and came
upon them, and set the battle in array against them. So when Dovid had so deployed, they
fought with him.

18But the Syrians fledbefore Yisroel; andDovid slaughtered of the Syrians shivah alafim
in chariots, and forty elef foot soldiers, and killed Shophach sar hatzava.

19Andwhen avadim of Hadadezer saw that they were routed before Yisroel, theymade
shalom with Dovid, and became his avadim; neither would the Syrians help the Bnei
Ammon anymore.†

20
1And it came to pass, at the time of eshuvat hashanah, at the time that melachim go out

to battle, Yoav led forth the chayl hatzava, and laidwaste the eretz Bnei Ammon, and came
and besieged Rabbah. But Dovid tarried at Yerushalayim. And Yoav struck Rabbah, and
destroyed it.

2 And Dovid took the ateret of their melech from off his rosh, and found it to weigh a
talent of zahav, and there were precious stones in it; and it was set upon rosh Dovid; and
he brought also exceedingmuch plunder out of the Ir.

3Andhe brought out the people thatwere in it, and consigned them to saws, and to picks
of barzel (iron), and to axes. Even so dealt Dovid with all the towns of the Bnei Ammon.
And Dovid and kol HaAm returned to Yerushalayim.

4And it came to pass after this, that there arose milchamah at Gezer with the Pelishtim
(Philistines); at which time Sibbekhai the Chushati slaughtered Sippai, that was of the
yeledim of the Repha'im, and they were subdued.

5And therewasmilchamahagainwith the Pelishtim (Philistines); andElchananbenYair
slaughtered Lachmi the brother of Golyat (Goliath) the Gitti, whose spear staff was like a
weaverʼs beam.

6And yet again there was milchamah at Gat, where was a man of great stature, whose
fingers and toes were four and twenty, six on each yad, and six on each foot and he also
was of Rapha descent.

7But when he defied Yisroel, Yehonatan ben Shimea achi Dovid slaughtered him.
8These were from the Rapha descended in Gat; and they fell by the yad of Dovid, and by

the yad of his avadim.

21
1And Satan stood up against Yisroel, and provoked Dovid to number Yisroel.
2And Dovid said to Yoav and to the sarei HaAm, Go, number Yisroel from Be'er-Sheva

even to Dan; and bring themispar (number) of them tome, that I may know it.
3ButYoavanswered,HASHEMmakeHispeopleahundred times somanymoreas theybe,

but, adoni HaMelech, are not they all the avadim of adoni? Why then doth adoni require
this thing? Whywill he be a cause of ashmah to Yisroel?

4Nevertheless the davar HaMelech prevailed against Yoav. Therefore, Yoav departed,
and went throughout kol Yisroel, and came to Yerushalayim.

5And Yoav gave up the sum of the number of HaAm unto Dovid. And kol Yisroel were
1,100,000 ish that drew cherev; and Yehudahwas 470,000 ish that drew cherev.

6 But Levi and Binyamin counted he not among them, for the davar HaMelech was
abominable to Yoav.

7And HaElohimwas displeased with this thing; therefore He struck Yisroel.

* 19:15Rabbah † 19:19T.N. 2Smchapter 11 is not repeatedhere, but the going ofDovid toRabbah— see 2Sm12:27-29
— is elucidated. In thehero lists, it is important to remember that some in their heroismwere corruptible and somewere
incorruptible, Uriah being one of the latter
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8And Dovid said unto HaElohim, I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing,
but now, take away the avon of Thy eved, for I have done very foolishly.

9And HASHEM spoke unto Gad, Chozeh Dovid (seer of David) saying,
10Go and tell Dovid, saying, Thus saith HASHEM, I offer thee shalosh (three); choose thee

one of them, that I may do it unto thee.
11 So Gad came to Dovid, and said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Choose for thee,
12Either shalosh shanimra'av (famine); or shloshah chodashim tobe subduedbefore thy

foes,while that thecherevof thineoyevimovertaketh thee; orelse sheloshetyamimcherev
HASHEM, even thedever, inHaAretz, and theMalachHASHEMdestroying throughout all the
borders of Yisroel. Now therefore advise thyself what davar I shalll bring to Him that sent
me.

13AndDovid said unto Gad, I am in a great distress; letme fall now into the YadHASHEM;
for rabbimme'od (very great) are His rachamim but let me not fall into the yad adam.

14 So HASHEM sent dever upon Yisroel, and there fell of Yisroel shiv'im elef ish.
15 And HaElohim sent a Malach unto Yerushalayim to destroy her, and as he was

destroying, HASHEM beheld, and He relented Him of the ra'ah, and said to the Malach that
destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine yad. And the Malach HASHEM stood by the goren
(threshing floor) of Ornan the Yevusi.

16AndDovid lifted up his eyes, and saw theMalachHASHEM stand betweenHa'Aretz and
HaShomayim, having a drawn cherev in his yad stretched out over Yerushalayim. Then
Dovid and the Zekenim, whowere clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.

17AndDovid saiduntoHaElohim, Is it not I that commanded thepeople to benumbered?
Even I it is that have sinned and done harah indeed; but as for these tzon, what have they
done? Let Thine Yad, HASHEM Elohai, be onme, and on the Bais Avi, but not on Thy people,
not withmagefah (plague).*

18 Then the Malach HASHEM commanded Gad to say to Dovid, that Dovid should go up,
and set up aMizbe'ach unto HASHEM in the goren (threshing floor) of Ornan the Yevusi.

19And Dovid went up at the davar of Gad, which he spoke B'ShemHASHEM.
20 And Ornan turned back, and saw the Malach, and his four banim with him hid

themselves. Now Ornanwas threshing chittim (wheat).
21 And as Dovid came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw Dovid, and went out from the

goren (threshing floor), and prostated himself to Dovid with his face to the ground.
22 Then Dovid said to Ornan, Give me the makom of this goren (threshing floor), that I

may build a Mizbe'ach therein unto HASHEM; thou shalt give it me for the kesef male (full
price), that themagefah (plague)may be withdrawn fromHaAm.

23AndOrnan saiduntoDovid, Take it to thee, and let adoniHaMelechdo thatwhich is tov
in his eyes; see, I give thee the bakar also for olot (burnt offerings), and the threshing tools
for wood, and the chittim (wheat) for the minchah (grain offering, meal offering); I give it
all.

24And HaMelech Dovid said to Ornan, Lo (no), but I will verily buy it for the kesef male
(full price), for Iwill not take thatwhich is thine forHASHEM, nor offer olah (burnt offerings)
without cost.

25 So Dovid gave to Ornan for the makom (place, site) six hundred shekels of zahav by
weight.

26 And Dovid built there a Mizbe'ach unto HASHEM, and offered olot (burnt offerings)
and shelamim (peace offerings), and called upon HASHEM, and He answered him from
Shomayim by eish upon theMizbe'ach HaOlah.

27AndHASHEMcommanded theMalach, andHeputbackhis cherevagain into thenedan
(sheath) thereof.

28At that time when Dovid saw that HASHEM had answered him on the goren (threshing
floor) of Ornan the Yevusi, then he sacrificed there.

29 For the Mishkan HASHEM, which Moshe made in the midbar, and the Mizbe'ach
HaOlah, were at that time in the bamah (high place) at Giv'on.

30But Dovid could not go before it to inquire of Elohim, for he was afraid because of the
cherevMalach HASHEM.

22
1 Then Dovid said, This is the Beis HASHEM HaElohim, and this is the Mizbe'ach L'olah

(Altar of the Burnt Offering) for Yisroel.
2AndDovid commanded to gather together the gerim (aliens) that were in Eretz Yisroel;

and he set masons to carve hewn stones to build the Beis HaElohim.
* 21:17 See Isa 53:8 for fulfillment
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3AndDovidpreparedbarzel (iron) in abundance for themasmerim (nails) for thedaletot
(doors) of the she'arim, and for the joints; and nechoshet unweighable in abundance;

4Also cedar timber in abundance, for the Tzidonim and the Tzorimbroughtmuch cedar
lumber to Dovid.

5 And Dovid said, Sh'lomo beni (my son) is na'ar and tender, and the Bayit that is to be
built for HASHEMmust be exceedingmagnificent, of fame and of tiferet before all nations.
Iwill thereforenowmakepreparation for it. SoDovidpreparedabundantlybeforehismot
(death).

6 Then he called for Sh'lomo bno, and charged him to build Bayit (House) for HASHEM
Elohei Yisroel.

7And Dovid said to Sh'lomo, Beni (my son), as for me, it was in my mind to build Bayit
(House) for the Shem of HASHEM Elohai,

8 But the Devar HASHEM came to me, saying, Thou hast done much shefach dahm, and
hast made milchamot gedolot. Thou shalt not build Bayit (House) unto Shemi (My Name),
because thou hast donemuch shefach dahm upon ha'aretz in My sight.

9Hinei, Ben shall be born to thee, who shall be an ishmenuchah (man of rest); and I will
give him rest from all his oyevim all around; for shmo shall be Sh'lomo, and I will grant
shalom and sheket (quiet) unto Yisroel in his yamim (days).

10He shall build Bayit (House) for Shmi (My Name); and he shall be to Me as Ben and I
will be to him as Av (Father); and I will establish the kisse of his Malchut over Yisroel ad
olam.

11Now, beni (my son), HASHEM be with thee; and prosper thou, to succeed building the
Beis HASHEM Eloheicha, just as He hath said about thee.

12Only HASHEM give thee seichel and binah, so that when He give you command over
Yisroel, that thoumayest be shomer over the torat HASHEM Eloheicha.

13 Then shalt thou prosper, if thou art shomer to observe the chukkim and mishpatim
whichHASHEMchargedMoshewith concerningYisroel. Chazak (be strong)! Andbeof good
courage! Dread nothing in fear, nor be dismayed.

14Now, hinei, in my oni (poor strivings) I have prepared for the Beis HASHEM a hundred
elef talents of zahav, and an elef alafim talents of kesef; and of nechoshet and barzel
(iron) an unweighable abundance; timber also and even (stone) have I provided; and thou
mayest add thereto.

15Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers and carvers of even
(stone) and etz (wood), and all manner of artisans chacham in every task.

16Of the zahav, the kesef, and the nechoshet, and the barzel, there is no number. Arise
therefore, and begin andwork, and HASHEM be with thee.

17Dovid also commanded all the sarim of Yisroel to help Sh'lomo bno, saying,
18 Is not HASHEM Eloheichem with you? And hath He not given you rest on every side?

ForHehath given the inhabitants of ha'aretz intomine yad, andha'aretz is subduedbefore
HASHEM, and before His people.

19Now set your levav and your nefesh to seek HASHEM Eloheichem; arise therefore, and
build ye the Mikdash HASHEM HaElohim, to bring Aron Brit HASHEM, and the K'lei Kodesh
HaElohim (Holy Vessels of G-d), into the Bayit that is to be built to the Shem of HASHEM.

23
1 So when Dovid was old and full of days, he made Sh'lomo bnoMelech Yisroel.
2And he gathered together all the sarim of Yisroel, with the Kohanim and the Levi'im.
3Now the Levi'im were numbered from the age of thirty years and upward; and their

number by their gulgelot (totals, head count), gevarim (men), was thirty and eight elef.
4Of which, twenty and four elef were to look after the work of the Beis HASHEM; and six

alafimwere shoterim (officials) and shofetim (judges);
5Moreover four alafim were sho'arim (gatekeepers); and four alafim praised HASHEM

with the kelim (instruments)which I made, said Dovid, to praise therewith.
6And Dovid divided them into divisions among the Bnei Levi, namely, Gershon, Kehat,

andMerari.
7Of the Gershoni were La'dan, and Shime'i.
8The Bnei La'dan; the rosh was Yechiel, and Zetam, and Yoel, three.
9The Bnei Shime'i; Shelomit, and Chaziel, and Haran, three. These were the rashei avot

of La'dan.
10And the Bnei Shime'i were Yachat, Zina, and Ye'ush, and Beri'ah. These four were the

Bnei Shime'i.
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11 And Yachat was rosh, and Zizah the second; but Ye'ush and Beri'ah had not many
banim; therefore they were in pekudah echad (one reckoning), according to their bais av.

12The Bnei Kehat; Amram, Yitzhar, Chevron, and Uzziel, four.
13 The Bnei Amram; Aharon and Moshe; Aharon was separated, to set him apart as

KodeshKodashim, he andhis banimadolam, to burnofferings beforeHASHEM, tominister
unto Him, and to bless b'Shmo ad olam.

14NowconcerningMoshe the IshHaElohim, his banimwere reckonedof theShevetLevi.
15The Bnei Moshe were Gershom, and Eli'ezer.
16Of the Bnei Gershom, Shevuel was the rosh.
17And the Bnei Eli'ezer were Rechavyah the rosh. And Eli'ezer had no banim acharim;

but the Bnei Rechavyah were verymany.
18Of the Bnei Yitzhar: Shelomit the rosh.
19Of the Bnei Chevron: Yeriyahu the first, Amaryah the seond, Yachaziel the third, and

Yekam'am the fourth.
20Of the Bnei Uzziel: Michah the first and Yishiyah the second.
21The Bnei Merari: Machli, andMushi. The Bnei Machli; El'azar, and Kish.
22And El'azar died, and had no banim, only banot, and their brethren the Bnei Kish took

them as wives.
23The Bnei Mushi; Machli, and Eder, and Yeremot, three.
24These were the Bnei Levi after the bais avoteihem; even the rashei avot, as they were

counted by number of shmot by their head count, that did the work for the avodas Beis
HASHEM, from the age of twenty shanah and upward.

25 For Dovid said, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel hath given rest unto His people, that they may
dwell in Yerushalayim ad l'olam;

26 And also unto the Levi'im; they shall no more carry the Mishkan, nor any kelim
(vessels) of it for the avodah thereof.

27According to the last instructions of Dovid the Bnei Levi were numbered from those
twenty shanah and above;

28Because their ma'amad (position)was to wait on the Bnei Aharon for the avodas Beis
HASHEM, in the khatzerot, and in the rooms, and in the tahorat (cleansing) of kol kodesh,
and the work of the avodas Beis HaElohim;

29Both for the LechemHaMa'arechet (showbread), and for the solet (flour) for minchah,
and for the cakes of matzot, and for that which is baked in the pan, and for that which is
scalded, and for all manner of measure and size;

30 And to stand baboker baboker to thank and praise HASHEM, and likewise at erev
(evening);

31And to offer all olot (burnt offerings) untoHASHEM on Shabbatot, at Rosh Chodesh, and
at mo'adim, according to their number ordained for them, tamid before HASHEM;

32And that they should be shomer to keep themishmeret (watch, guard responsibility) of
the Ohel Mo'ed and the mishmeret of the Kodesh, and the mishmeret of the Bnei Aharon
their brethren, in the avodas Beis HASHEM.

24
1Now these are the divisions of the Bnei Aharon; the Bnei Aharon; Nadav, and Avihu,

El'azar, and Itamar.
2 But Nadav and Avihu died before avihem (their father), and had no banim; therefore

El'azar and Itamar became Kohanim.
3 And Dovid with both Tzadok of the Bnei El'azar, and Achimelech of the Bnei Itamar,

divided them according to their pekudim (offices, assignments) in their avodah.
4 And there were more Rashei HaGevarim found of the Bnei El'azar than of the Bnei

Itamar, and thus were they divided. Among the Bnei El'azar there were sixteen Rashim
l'Bais Avot, and eight among the Bnei Itamar according to the Bais of their Avot.

5 Thus were they divided by goralot (lots) with one another; for the Sarei Kodesh and
Sarei HaElohim, were of the Bnei El'azar, and of the Bnei Itamar.

6AndShema'yahbenNetan'el the Sofer, oneof theLevi'im,wrote thembeforeHaMelech,
and the Sarim, and Tzadok HaKohen, and Achimelech ben Evyatar (Abiathar), and before
the Rashei HaAvot of the Kohanim and Levi'im, Bais Avechad being chosen for El'azar, and
one chosen for Itamar.

7Now the first goral (lot) came forth to Yehoyariv, the second to Yedayah,
8The third to Charim, the fourth to Seorim,
9The fifth to Malkiyah, the sixth to Miyamin,
10The seventh to Hakotz, the eighth to Aviyah,
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11The ninth to Yeshua, the tenth to Shekanyahu,
12The eleventh to Elyashiv, the twelfth to Yakim,
13The thirteenth to Chuppah, the fourteenth to Yeshevav,
14The fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer,
15The seventeenth to Chezir, the eighteenth to Happitzetz,
16The nineteenth to Petachyah, the twentieth to Yechezkel,
17The one and twentieth to Yachin, the two and twentieth to Gamul,
18The three and twentieth to Delayahu, the four and twentieth to Ma'azyahu.
19These were the pekudim (offices, assigments) of them in their avodah to come into the

Bais HASHEM, according to their mishpatim (regulations), under Aharon Avihem just as
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel had commanded him.

20 And the rest of the Bnei Levi were these: Of the Bnei Amram: Shuva'el; of the Bnei
Shuva'el: Yechdeyahu.

21Concerning Rechavyahu, of the Bnei Rechavyahu, the first was Yishiyah.
22Of the Yitzhari: Shelomot; of the Bnei Shelomot: Yachat.
23And [the Bnei Chevron]: Yeriyahu the first, Amaryahu the second, Yachaziel the third,

Yekam'am the fourth.
24Of the Bnei Uzziel: Michah; of the Bnei Michah: Shamir.
25The brother of Michah was Yishiyah; of the Bnei Yishiyah: Zecharyah.
26The Bnei Merari wereMachli andMushi; the Bnei Ya'aziyahu, Beno.
27The Bnei Merari: by Ya'aziyahu: Beno, and Shoham, and Zakkur, and Ivri.
28OfMachli came El'azar, who had no banim.
29Concerning Kish: the ben Kish was Yerachme'el.
30The Bnei Mushi: Machli, and Eder, and Yerimot. These were the Bnei HaLevi'im after

the Bais Avoteihem.
31 These likewise cast goralot (lots) corresponding to their brethren the Bnei Aharon in

the presence of Dovid HaMelech, and Tzadok, and Achimelech, and the Rashei HaAvot
LaKohanim and Levi'im, even the Avot HaRosh as well as Achiv HaKatan.

25
1Moreover Dovid and the sarim of the tzava separated for avodah of the Bnei Asaph,

and of Heman, and of Yedutun, who should prophesy with kinnorot, with nevalim, and
with cymbals; and the number of the workmen according to their avodah (service)was;

2 Of the Bnei Asaph; Zakkur, and Yosef, and Netanyah, and Asarelah, the Bnei Asaph
under the hand of Asaph, which prophesied according to the order of HaMelech.

3 Of Yedutun, the Bnei Yedutun: Gedalyahu, and Tzeri, and Yeshayahu, Chashavyahu,
and Mattityahu, six, under the hands of their av Yedutun, who prophesied with a kinnor,
to give thanks and to praise HASHEM.

4 Of Heman, the Bnei Heman: Bukiyahu, Matanyahu, Uzziel, Shevuel, and Yerimot,
Chananyah, Chanani, Eliatah, Giddalti, and Romamti-Ezer, Yoshbekashah, Maloti, Hotir,
andMachazi'ot;

5 All these were the banim Heman the chozer (seer) of HaMelech in the devarim of
Elohim, to lift up thekeren. AndHaElohimgave toHemanfourteenbanimand threebanot.

6All these were under the hands of their av for shir in the Beis HASHEM, with cymbals,
nevalim, and kinnorot, for avodas Beis HaElohim, under the support of HaMelech to
Asaph, Yedutun, and Heman.

7So thenumberof them,with theirbrethren thatwere trained in the shirHASHEM(music,
songs ofHASHEM), even all that were skilled, was two hundred fourscore and eight.

8And they cast goralot, shift against shift, katon as well as gadol, the meiven as well as
the talmid (student).

9Now the first goral which was for Asaph fell to Yosef;
the second to Gedalyahu, whowith his brethren and banimwere 12;
10The third to Zakkur, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
11The fourth to Yitzri, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
12The fifth to Netanyahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
13The sixth to Bukiyahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
14The seventh to Yesarelah, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
15The eighth to Yeshayahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
16The ninth to Matanyahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
17The tenth to Shime'i, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
18The eleventh to Azare'el, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
19The twelfth to Chashavyah, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
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20The thirteenth to Shuva'el, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
21The fourteenth to Mattityahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
22The fifteenth to Yeremot, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
23The sixteenth to Chananyahu, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
24The seventeenth to Yoshbekashah, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
25The eighteenth to Chanani, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
26The nineteenth to Maloti, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
27The twentieth to Eliyatah, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
28The one and twentieth to Hotir, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
29The two and twentieth to Giddalti, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
30The three and twentieth to Machazi'ot, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12;
31The four and twentieth to Romamti-Ezer, he, his banim, and his brethren, were 12.

26
1 Concerning the divisions of the sho'arim (gatekeepers); Of the Korchim was Meshele-

myahu Ben Kore, of the Bnei Asaph.
2 And the banim of Meshelemyahu were Zecharyahu the bechor, Yedi'ael the second,

Zevadyahu the third, Yatniel the fourth,
3Eilam the fifth, Yehochanan the sixth, Elyeho'einai the seventh.
4Moreover the banimofOved-Edomwere Shema'yah the bechor, Yehozavad the second,

Yoach the third, and Sachar the fourth, and Netan'el the fifth,
5Ammi'el the sixth, Yissakhar the seventh, Peultai the eighth; for Elohim blessed him.
6Also unto Shema'yah bnowere banimborn, that ruled throughout the bais avihem, for

they were gibborei chayil.
7TheBnei Shema'yah: Otni, andRepha'el, andOved, Elzavad,whose brethrenwere bnei

chayil, Elihu, and Semakhyahu.
8All these of the Bnei Oved-Edom; they and their banim and their brethren, ish chayil

for ko'ach for the avodah, were threescore and two of Oved-Edom.
9AndMeshelemyahu had banim and brethren, bnei chayil, eighteen.
10Also Chosah, of the Bnei Merari, had banim; Shimri the rosh, (for though he was not

the bechor, yet avihu appointed him rosh);
11Chilkiyahu the second, Tevalyahu the third, Zecharyahu the fourth; all the banim and

brethren of Chosah were thirteen.
12Among these were the divisions of the sho'arim, even among the rashei hagibborim,

havingmishmeret (duties), just as their brethren, to minister service in the Beis HASHEM.
13And they cast goralot, the katon aswell as the gadol, to their bais avot, for every sha'ar.
14 And the goral for the east fell to Shelemyahu. Then for Zecharyahu bno, a yo'etz

(counselor)with seichel (wisdom), they cast goralot; and his goral fell out northward.
15To Oved-Edom southward; and to his banim the Asuppim Bais.
16To Shuppimand Chosah the goral came forthwestward, with the Sha'ar Shallechet, by

the upper road, mishmar (guard) corresponded tomishmar.
17 Eastward were six Levi'im, northward four a day, southward four a day, and toward

Asuppim shnayim shnayim (two and two).
18At Parbar westward, four at the road, and two at Parbar.
19 These are the divisions of the sho'arim among the Bnei Korchi, and among the Bnei

Merari.
20And of the Levi'im, Achiyah was over the otzarot of the Beis HaElohim, and over the

otzarot of the kodashim.
21As concerning the Bnei La'dan; the Bnei HaGershuni through La'dan, rashei ha'avot,

even of La'dan the Gershoni, were Yechieli.
22The Bnei Yechieli: Zetam, and Yoel his brother, whichwere over the otzarot of the Beis

HASHEM.
23Of the Amrami, and the Yitzhari, the Chevroni, and the Uzzieli;
24And Shevuel Ben Gershom BenMoshe, was nagid of the otzarot.
25And his brethren by Eli'ezer: Rechavyahu bno, and Yeshayahu bno, and Yoram bno,

and Zichri bno, and Shelomit bno.
26Which Shelomot and his brethren were over all the otzarot of the kodashim, which

DovidHaMelech, and the rashei ha'avot, the sarim over alafimandme'ot, and the sarim of
the tzava (army), had dedicated as kodesh.

27 Out of the plunder won in battles did they dedicate as kadosh to maintain the Beis
HASHEM.
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28And all that Shmuel the ro'eh (seer), and Sha'ul Ben Kish, and Avner BenNer, and Yoav
Ben Tzeruyah, had dedicated as kodesh; and whosoever had dedicated any thing, it was
under the yad of Shelomit, and of his brethren.

29 Of the Yitzhari, Kenanyahu and his banim were for the outside labor of Yisroel, for
shoterim (officials) and shofetim (judges).

30And of the Chevroni, Chashavyahu and his brethren, bnei chayil, an elef and shivah
me'ot (hundred), were in charge of Yisroel on this side of the Yarden westward in all the
work of HASHEM, and in the avodas HaMelech.

31Among the Chevroniwas Yeriyah the rosh, even among the Chevroni, according to the
toldot of his avot. In the fortieth year of the reign of Dovid they were sought, and there
were found among them gibborei chayil at Yazer of Gil'ad.

32And his brethren, bnei chayil, were two thousand and shivah hundred rashei ha'avot,
whomDovidHaMelech put over the Reuveni, the Gadi, and the half tribe ofMenasheh, for
everymatter pertaining to Elohim, and the affairs of HaMelech.

27
1 Now the Bnei Yisroel after their number, namely, the rashei ha'avot and sarim of

alafimandme'ot (hundreds), and their shoterim that servedHaMelech in anymatter of the
divisions,which came inandwent out chodeshb'chodesh (monthbymonth) throughout all
the months of the shanah, each division consisting of twenty and four elef.

2Over the first division for the chodesh harishonwas Yashov'amBen Zavdiel; and in his
division were twenty and four elef.

3 Of the Bnei Peretz was the rosh of all the sarim of the tzava'os (armies) for the first
month.

4And over the division of the second month was Dodai the Achochi, and of his division
wasMiklot also the nagid; in his division likewise were twenty and four elef.

5The third sar (commander) of the tzava (army) for the third month was Benayahu Ben
Yehoyada, the Kohen Rosh; and in his division were twenty and four elef.

6 This is that Benayahu, who was gibbor among the Shloshim (Thirty), and over the
Shloshim; and in his division was Ammizavad bno.

7 The fourth for the fourth month was Asahel the brother of Yoav, and Zevadyah bno
after him; and in his division were twenty and four elef.

8 The fifth sar for the fifth month was Shamhut the Yizrach; and in his division were
twenty and four elef.

9 The sixth for the sixth month was Ira Ben Ikkesh the Tekoi; and in his division were
twenty and four elef.

10The seventh for the seventhmonth was Cheletz the Peloni, of the Bnei Ephrayim; and
in his division were 24,000.

11The eighth for the eighth month was Sibbekhai the Chushati, of the Zarchi; and in his
division were 24,000.

12 The ninth for the ninth month was Avi'ezer the Anetoti, of Binyamin; and in his
division were 24,000.

13 The tenth for the tenth month was Maharai the Netophati, of the Zarchi; and in his
division were 24,000.

14 The eleventh for the eleventh month was Benayah the Pir'athoni, of the Bnei
Ephrayim; and in his division were 24,000.

15 The twelfth for the twelfth month was Cheldai the Netophati, of Otniel; and in his
division were 24,000.

16Furthermore over the Shivtei Yisroel; the nagid of the Reuveniwas Eli'ezer Ben Zichri;
of the Shim'oni, Shephatyahu BenMa'achah;

17Of the Levi'im, Chashavyah Ben Kemu'el; of Aharon, Tzadok;
18Of Yehudah, Elihu, one of the brethren of Dovid; of Yissakhar, Omri BenMicha'el;
19Of Zevulun, Yishma'yahu Ben Ovadyah; of Naphtali, Yerimot Ben Azri'el;
20Of the Bnei Ephrayim, Hoshea Ben Azazyahu; of the half tribe of Menasheh, Yoel Ben

Pedayahu;
21Of the half tribe of Menasheh in Gil'ad, Yiddo Ben Zecharyahu; of Binyamin, Ya'asiel

Ben Avner;
22Of Dan, Azare'el Ben Yerocham. These were the sarim of the Shivtei Yisroel.
23 But Dovid took not the number of them from twenty shanim and under; because

HASHEM had said he would increase Yisroel like to the kokhavim of HaShomayim.
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24 Yoav Ben Tzeruyah began to number, but he finished not, because there fell ketzef
(wrath) on account of this against Yisroel; neither was the number put in the Divrei
HaYamim of Melech Dovid.

25 And over the otzarot HaMelech was Azmavet Ben Adiel; and over the storehouses
in the sadot, in the towns, and in the villages, and in the migdalot was Yehonatan Ben
Uziyahu;

26And over them that did the work of the sadeh to till the adamahwas Ezri Ben Keluv;
27And over the kramimwas Shime'i the Ramati; over the increase of the kramim for the

wine vats was Zavdi the Shiphmi;
28Andover thezeitimand thesycomore trees thatwere in theShefelahwasBa'al-Chanan

the Gederi; over the shemen storehouses, Yoash;
29And over the bakar (herd) that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharoni; over the bakar

that were in the valleys was Shaphat Ben Adlai;
30 Over the gemalim (camels) also was Ovil the Yishme'eli; and over the donkeys was

Yechdeyahu theMeronoti;
31And over the tzon (flock)was Yaziz the Hagri. All these were the sarim of the property

which pertained to Melech Dovid.
32AlsoYehonatanDovidʼs dod (uncle)wasayoetz (counsellor), an ishmeivin, anda sofer;

and Yechiel Ben Chachmoni was with the Bnei HaMelech;
33And Achitophel was the yoetz l'Melech; and Chushai the Arki was the re'a HaMelech;
34 And after Achitophel was Yehoyada Ben Benayahu, and Evyatar (Abiathar); and the

sar tzava (commander of the army) of HaMelech was Yoav.

28
1And Dovid assembled kol Sarei Yisroel, the Sarei HaShevatim, and the Sarei HaMach-

lekot that ministered to HaMelech by course, and the Sarei HaAlafim, and Sarei HaMe'ot,
and the Sarei kol rechush (stewards over all the property) and mikneh (livestock) of
HaMelech, and of his banim, with the sarisim (palace officials), and with the Gibborim,
and with all the Gibbor chayil, unto Yerushalayim.

2Then Dovid HaMelech stood up upon his feet, and said, Hearme, my brethren, andmy
people. As forme, I had inmine levav to build a BaisMenuchah for the Aron Brit HASHEM,
and for the hadom (footstool) of Eloheinu, and hadmade ready to build;

3ButHaElohim said untome, Thou shalt not build a Bais forMy Shem, because thouhast
been an ishmilchamot of shefach damim.

4 Howbeit HASHEM Elohei Yisroel chose me before all the Bais Avi to be Melech over
Yisroel l'olam; for He hath chosen Yehudah to be Nagid; and of the Bais Yehudah, the Bais
Avi; and among the Bnei Avi He was pleased to makemeMelech over kol Yisroel.

5 And of all my banim, (for HASHEM hath given me rabbim banim,) He hath chosen
Sh'lomo beni (my son) to sit upon the kisse Malchut HASHEM over Yisroel.

6AndHe saiduntome, Sh'lomobinecha, he shall buildMyBais andMykhatzerot (courts,
courtyards), for I have chosen him to be Beni (My Son), and I will be his Av.

7Moreover I will establish his Malchut ad l'olam, if he be steadfast to doMymitzvot and
Mymishpatim, as on this yom.

8Now therefore in the sight of kol Yisroel the kehal HASHEM, and in the ears of Eloheinu,
be shomer and seek for all theMitzvot HASHEM Eloheichem lema'an (in order that) yemay
possess this eretz hatovah; and leave it for a nachalah for your banim after you ad olam.

9And thou, Sh'lomo beni (my son), know thou the Elohei Avicha, and serve Him with a
lev shalem and with a nefesh chafetzah (willing mind), for HASHEM searcheth kol levavot,
and understandeth all the yetzermachashavot. If thou seekHim, Hewill be found by thee;
but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off forever.

10 Take heed now, for HASHEM hath chosen thee to build a Bais l'Mikdash. Chazak! And
do it!

11 Then Dovid gave to Sh'lomo bno the tavnit (plan, pattern) of the ulam, and of the
structures thereof, and of the Ganzakim (storerooms) thereof, and of the Aliyyot (upper
rooms) thereof, andof thePenimim (Innerones) thereof, andof theBaisHakappores (house
of the kapporet),

12And the tavnit of all that he hadby theRuach,* of the khatzerot (courtyards) of theBais
HASHEM, and of all the surrounding chambers, of the Otzerot of the Bais HaElohim, and of
the Otzerot of the kadashim (consecrated things);

* 28:12Hakodesh
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13Also for the courses of theKohanimand the Levi'im, and for all thework of theAvodas
Bais HASHEM, and for all the kelei Avodas Bais HASHEM.

14 He gave zahav by weight for things of zahav, for all kelei Avodah of every kind of
avodah (service); for all kelei hakesef by weight, for all kelei avodah va'avodah (vessels
for every kind of service),

15 Even the weight for the menorot hazahav, and for their nerot (lamps) of zahav was
according to the weight for every menorah, and for the nerot (lamps) thereof; and for the
menorat hakesef by weight, both for the menorah, and also for the nerot (lamps) thereof,
according to the use of everymenorah.

16 And by weight he gave zahav for the Shulchanot HaMa'arechet (the tables of the
spreading out)† for each shulchan; and likewise kesef for the shulchanot hakesef (silver
tables);

17Also pure zahav for the mizlagot (forks), and the mizrakot (blood bowls), and shelves;
kesot zahav tahor and the kipor hazahav (golden basin) for every kipor (basin); and
likewise kesef by weight for every kipor hakesef (silver basin);

18And for theMizbe'ach HaKetoret refined zahav by weight; and zahav for the tavnit of
the Merkavah, the Keruvim Zahav, that spread out their wings, and covered the Aron Brit
HASHEM.

19 All this, said Dovid, is in writing by the Yad HASHEM on me, giving me seichel to
understand all the works of this tavnit (plan, pattern).

20And Dovid said to Sh'lomo bno, Chazak! Ve'emetz! (Be strong and take courage!) And
do it; fear not, nor be discouraged; for HASHEM Elohim, even Elohai, will be with thee; He
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all thework for the Avodas Bais
HASHEM.

21 And, hinei, the divisions of the Kohanim and the Levi'im, even they shall be with
thee for all the Avodas Bais HaElohim and there shall be with thee for all manner of
workmanship every willingman, bringing their chochmah for kol Avodah; also the Sarim
and kol HaAmwill be wholly at thy commandment.

29
1 Furthermore Dovid HaMelech said unto kol HaKahal, Sh'lomo beni (my son), the one

Elohim hath chosen, is yet na'ar and tender, and the melachah (work, task) is gedolah; for
the palace is not for adam, but for HASHEM Elohim.

2Now I have provided with all my ko'ach for the Bais Elohai the zahav for things to be
made of zahav, and the kesef for things of kesef, and the nechoshet for things of nechoshet,
the barzel (iron) for things of barzel (iron), and etzim for things of etzim; onyx stones to be
set, turquoise, and stones of various colors, and allmanner of precious stones, andmarble,
all in abundance.

3 Moreover, because I have set my affection on the Bais Elohai, I have of mine own
segullah (treasure) zahav and kesef, which I have given to the Bais Elohai, over and above
all that I have prepared for the Beis HaKodesh.

4 Even shloshet alafim talents of zahav, of the zahav of Ophir, and shivat alafim talents
of refined kesef, to overlay the walls of the buildings;

5 The zahav for things of zahav, and the kesef for things of kesef, and for all manner of
melachah (work) to bemade by the hands of charashim (artisans). Andwho then iswilling
to consecrate his yad today unto HASHEM?

6 Then the sarei ha'avot and the sarei shivtei Yisroel and the sarei ha'alafim and of
me'ot, with the sareimelechet hamelech (officials over thework of the King), made freewill
offerings.

7Andgave for theAvodasBeisHaElohimfive thousand talents and ten thousanddarkons
of zahav, and ten thousand talents of kesef, and eighteen thousand talents of nechoshet,
and one hundred thousand talents of barzel.

8And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the Otzer Bais HASHEM,
by the yad of Yechiel the Gershoni.

9 Then the people rejoiced, for theirs were freewill offerings, because with lev shalem
theyofferedwillingly toHASHEM; andDovidHaMelechalso rejoicedwith simchahgedolah.

10 Wherefore Dovid blessed HASHEM before the eyes of kol HaKahal; and Dovid said,
Baruch atah Adonoi Elohei Yisroel AvinumeOlam v'ad olam.

11 Thine, HASHEM is HaGedulah, and HaGevurah, and HaTiferet and HaNetzach and
HaHod; for all that is in the Shomayim and in Ha'aretz is Thine; Thine is the Mamlachah,
O HASHEM, and Thou art exalted as Rosh above all.
† 28:16 showbread
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12Both osher and kavod come of Thee, and Thou art Moshel over all; and in Thine yad is
ko'ach and gevurah; and in Thine yad it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.

13Now therefore, Eloheinu, we thank Thee, and praise Thy Shem Tiferet.
14Butwho am I, andwhat ismy people, that we should have ko'ach tomake this freewill

offering? For all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee.
15 For we are gerim before Thee, and toshavim (resident aliens), as were kol Avoteinu;

our yamim on ha'aretz are as a tzel (shadow), and there is nomikveh (hope).
16HASHEMEloheinu, all this great abundance thatwe have provided to build Thee a Bais

for Shem Kadshecha cometh of Thine yad, and is all Thine own.
17 I know also, Elohai, that Thou doth test the levav, and hast pleasure in meisharim

(integrities, uprightness, equity). As for me, in the yosher levavi I have made freewill
offerings of all these things, and now have I seen with simchah Thy people, which are
present here, willingly offer freewill offerings unto Thee.

18 HASHEM Elohei Avraham, Yitzchak, and of Yisroel, Avoteinu, be shomer over this
l'olam in the yetzer (inclination) of the machshevot (thoughts) of the levav of Thy people,
and set their lev unto Thee.

19And give unto Sh'lomo beni a levav shalem, to be shomer over Thy mitzvot, Thy edot,
and Thy chukkot, and to do all these things, and to build the Bayit, for the which I have
made provision.

20And Dovid said to kol HaKahal, Barchu nah es HASHEM Eloheichem. And kol HaKahal
blessed HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem, and bowed down, and fell prostrate before HASHEM
and before HaMelech.

21And they sacrificed zevakhimuntoHASHEM, andofferedolot untoHASHEM, on thenext
day after that yom, even a thousandparim (bulls), a thousand eilim (rams), and a thousand
kevasim, with their nesakhim, and zevakhim in abundance for kol Yisroel;

22 And did eat and drink before HASHEM on that day with simchah gedolah. And they
crowned Sh'lomoBenDovidMelech the second time, and anointed himuntoHASHEM to be
Nagid (ruler), and Tzadok to be Kohen.

23Then Sh'lomo sat on the kisseHASHEMasMelech instead of DovidAviv, and prospered,
and kol Yisroel obeyed him.

24 And all the sarim, and the gibborim, and all the Bnei HaMelech Dovid submitted
themselves unto Sh'lomo HaMelech.

25And HASHEM magnified Sh'lomo exceedingly in the eyes of all Yisroel, and bestowed
upon him such hod malchut (royal majesty) as had not been on any melech before him in
Yisroel.

26Thus Dovid Ben Yishai reigned over kol Yisroel.
27And the time that he reigned over Yisroel was arba'im shanah; sheva shanim reigned

he in Chevron, and thirty and three reigned he in Yerushalayim.
28 And he died in a good old age, full of yamim, oisher, and kavod; and Sh'lomo bno

reigned in his place.
29Now the acts of Dovid HaMelech, first and last, behold, they are written in the Divrei

Shmuel HaRo'eh, and in the Divrei Natan HaNavi, and in the Divrei Gad the chozeh (seer),
30 With all his malchut and his gevurah, and the times that passed around him, and

around Yisroel, and over kol mamlechot ha'aratzot (kingdoms of the lands).
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Divrey HayamimAlef
1AndSh'lomoBenDovidwas strengthened inhis kingdom, andHASHEMElohavwaswith

him, andmagnified him exceedingly.
2ThenSh'lomospokeuntokol Yisroel, to the commanders of thousands andofhundreds,

and to the shofetim, and to every Nasi in kol Yisroel, the Rashei HaAvot.
3 So Sh'lomo, and Kol HaKahal with him, went to the high place that was at Giv'on, for

there was the Ohel Mo'ed HaElohim, whichMoshe eved HASHEM hadmade in themidbar.
4But the Aron HaElohim Dovid had brought up from Kiryat-Ye'arim to the place which

Dovid had prepared for it; for he had pitched an Ohel for it at Yerushalayim.
5Moreover theMizbe'achHanechoshet, that Betzalel benUri benChur hadmade, he put

in front of the Mishkan HASHEM; and Sh'lomo and HaKahal inquired of Him.
6And Sh'lomo went up there to the Mizbe'ach Hanechoshet before HASHEM, which was

at the Ohel Mo'ed, and offered a thousand olot upon it.
7 In that lailah did Elohim appear unto Sh'lomo, and said unto him, Askwhat I shall give

thee.
8AndSh'lomosaiduntoElohim, Thouhast showedchesedgadoluntoDovidAvi, andhast

mademe to reign in his place.
9Now, HASHEM Elohim, let Thy Davar unto Dovid Avi be established, for Thou hastmade

memelech over Am Rav like the aphar ha'aretz in multitude.
10Giveme now chochmah and intelligence, that I may go out and come in before HaAm

Hazeh, for who can judge this Thy people, that is so great?
11And Elohim said to Sh'lomo, Because this was in thine levav, and thou hast not asked

osher, riches, or kavod, nor the nefesh of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked yamim
rabbim (many days, long life), but hast asked chochmah and intelligence for thyself, that
thoumayest judgeMy people, over whom I havemade theemelech,

12Chochmah and intelligence is granted unto thee; and Iwill give thee osher, and riches,
and kavod, such as none of themelachim have had that be before or after thee.

13Then Sh'lomo came from his journey to the high place that was at Giv'on, from before
the Ohel Mo'ed, to Yerushalayim, and reigned over Yisroel.

14And Sh'lomo gathered chariots and parashim (horsemen); and he had a thousand and
four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand parashim, which he placed in the chariot
cities, and with HaMelech at Yerushalayim.

15 And HaMelech made kesef and zahav at Yerushalayim as plenteous as avanim, and
cedar trees hemade as abundant as the sycomore fig trees that are in the Shefelah.

16 And Sh'lomo had susim imported from Mitzrayim and from Keve; the royal buyers
purchased them from Keve.

17And they imported from Mitzrayim, and then exported a merkavah (chariot) for six
hundred shekels of kesef, and a sus (horse) for a hundred and fifty; and so they exported
susim to all the melachim of the Chittim, and to themelachim of Aram (Syria).

18And Sh'lomo determined to build a Bais for the Shem of HASHEM, and a Bais (palace)
for his kingdom.

2
1 And Sh'lomo conscripted threescore and ten thousand ish to bear burdens, and

fourscore thousand ish as stonecutters in the hill country, and three thousand and six
hundred to be their foremen to oversee them.

2AndSh'lomo sent to ChuramMelechTzor, saying, As thoudidst dealwithDovidAvi, and
didst send him cedars to build him a Bais (palace) to dwell therein, even so deal withme.

3Hinei, I build a Bais for the Shem of HASHEM Elohai, to set it apart as kodesh and to
dedicate it to Him, and to burn before Him ketoret sammim (fragrant incense), and for the
ma'arekhet tamid (regular offering of the rows of bread), and for the olot boker and erev, on
the Shabbatot, and on every Rosh-Chodesh, and on the Mo'adei HASHEM Eloheinu. This is
for l'olam (forever) to Yisroel.

4 And HaBeis which I build is gadol, for gadol is Eloheinu above kol HaElohim (all the
g-ds).

5 But who has the ko'ach to build Him a Bais, seeing the Shomayim and Shomayim of
Shomayim cannot contain Him? Who am I then, that I should build Him a Bais, except to
burn sacrifices before Him?
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6 Send me now therefore an ish chacham in zahav, and in kesef, and in nechoshet, and
in barzel, and in purple, and in crimson, and in blue wool, and that has skill in the art of
engraving to workwithmy chachamim in Yehudah and in YerushalayimwhomDovid Avi
did provide.

7Sendmealso cedar, pine, and algum logs, from theLevanon, for I know that thy avadim
have skill to cut timber in the Levanon; and, hinei, my avadim shall be with thy avadim,

8Even to provide me lumber in abundance, for the Bais which I am about to build shall
be gadol v'hafeleh (great andmagnificent).

9And, hinei, I will give to thy avadim, the woodsmen that cut timber, twenty thousand
measures of beaten chittim, and twenty thousand measures of se'orim, and twenty
thousand baths of yayin, and twenty thousand baths of shemen (olive oil).

10 Then Churam Melech Tzor answered by letter, which he sent to Sh'lomo, Because
HASHEM hath loved His people, He hathmade theeMelech over them.

11 Churam said moreover, Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, that made Shomayim v'et
HaAretz, Who hath given to Dovid HaMelech a ben chacham (wise son), endued with
seichel and binah, thatmight build a Bais for HASHEM, and a Bais (palace) for his kingdom.

12AndnowIhave sentan ishchacham, enduedwithbinah, namelymymaster craftsman
Churam-Avi,

13 ben isha of the Banot Dan, and his av was an ish Tzor, trained to work in zahav,
and in kesef, in nechoshet, in barzel, in avanim (stone), and in etzim (wood), in purple,
in blue wool, and in fine linen, and in crimson; also to engrave every kind of engraving,
and to execute every design which shall be put to him, with thy chachamim, and with the
chachmei adoni Dovid Avicha.

14Now therefore the chittim, and the se'orim, the shemen, and the yayin, which adoni
hath spoken of, let him send unto his avadim,

15Andwewill cut etzimout of the Levanon, asmuch as thou shalt need; andwewill float
it to thee in rafts by yam to Yafo, and thou shalt carry it up to Yerushalayim.

16And Sh'lomo took a census of all the gerim that were in Eretz Yisroel, after the census
wherewith Dovid Aviv had numbered them; and they were found a hundred and fifty
thousand and three thousand and six hundred.

17 And he set threescore and ten thousand of them to be bearers of burdens, and
fourscore thousand to be stonecutters in the hill country, and three thousand and six
hundredmenatzkhim (foremen overseers) to keep HaAmworking.*

3
1 Then Sh'lomo began to build the Bais HASHEM at Yerushalayim in Mt Moriyah, where

HASHEM appeared unto Dovid Avihu, in the makom (place) which Dovid had prepared in
the goren (threshing floor) of Ornan the Yevusi.

2And he began to build in the second day of the secondmonth, in the fourth year of his*
reign.

3Now these are the foundations which Sh'lomo laid for the building of the Bais HaElo-
him. The length by cubits using the middah harishonah (old standard) was threescore
cubits, and the width twenty cubits.

4 And the Ulam that was in the front of the Bais (porch or vestibule in front of the Holy
Place), the length of it was according to thewidth of the Bais, twenty cubits, and the height
was twenty, and he overlaid it within with zahav tahor.

5And the Bais HaGadol he paneled with cypress, which he overlaid with zahav tov, and
carved thereon timorim (palm trees) and sharsherot (chainwork).

6And he decorated the Bais with precious stones for tiferet (beauty), and the zahav was
zahav from Parvayim.

7He overlaid also the Bais, the ceiling beams, the thresholds, and the walls thereof, and
the daletot (doors) thereof, with zahav; and carved keruvim on the walls.

8And he made the Bais Kodesh HaKadashim, the length whereof was according to the
width of the bais, twenty cubits long, and thewidth thereof twenty cubits, and he overlaid
it with zahav tov of six hundred talents.

9And the weight of the masmerot (nails)was fifty shekels of zahav. And he overlaid the
upper rooms with zahav.

10 And in the Bais Kodesh HaKadashim he made two keruvim of ma'aseh tza'atzu'im
(sculpture work), and overlaid themwith zahav.

* 2:17 T.N. See 1Kgs 6:1. 966 B.C.E. the construction began on the Beis HaMikdash. * 3:2 Sh'lomoʼs 970-930 B.C.E.
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11And thewings of the keruvimwere twenty cubits long; onewing of the one keruvwas
five cubits, reaching to the wall of the Bais; and the other wing was likewise five cubits,
reaching to the wing of the other keruv.

12And one wing of the other keruv was five cubits, reaching to the wall of the Bais; and
the other wing was five cubits also, joining to the wing of the other keruv.

13Thewings of these keruvim spread themselves forth twenty cubits; and they stood on
their feet, and their faces turned inward.

14And hemade the Parochet of blue wool, and purple, and crimson, and fine linen, and
wrought keruvim thereon.

15Also hemade before the Bais two [freestanding] Ammudim (pillars) of thirty and five
cubits high,† and the capital that was on the top of each of themwas five cubits.

16And hemade sharsherot in the Devir, and put them on the rosh of the Ammudim; and
made a hundred pomegranates, and put them on the sharsherot.

17And he erected the Ammudim before the Heikhal, one on the right, and the other on
the left; and called the shem of that on the right Yachin, and the shem of that on the left
Boaz.

4
1MoreoverhemadeaMizbe'achnechoshet, twenty cubits the length thereof, and twenty

cubits the width thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof.
2AlsohemadeaYamMutzak (Molten “Sea”)of tencubits frombrimtobrim. Itwasround,

and five cubits the height thereof, and a line of thirty cubits did completely encircle it.
3And under it was the demut (likeness) of bulls, all around, ten per cubit, surrounding

the Yam. Two rows of bulls were cast, when it was cast.
4 It stood upon shneym asar bakar (twelve bulls), three looking toward the north, and

three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking
toward the east; and the Yam was set above upon them, and all their hindquarters were
toward the inside.

5And the thickness of it was a handbreadth, and the brim of it like the work of the brim
of a kos, like the flower of a lily; and it received and held the capacity of shloshet alafim
baths.

6He made also ten kiyyorim (lavers, basins for washing), and put five on the right and
five on the left, to wash in them; such things as they offered for the olah (burnt offering)
they washed in them; but the Yamwas for the Kohanim to wash in.

7And hemade tenMenorot HaZahav as prescribed, and set them in the Heikhal, five on
the right, and five on the left.

8Hemade also ten Shulchanot, andplaced them in theHeikhal, five on the right, andfive
on the left. And hemade a hundredmizrekei zahav (golden basins).

9 Furthermore he made the Khatzer HaKohanim, and the Azarah HaGedolal (the Great
Temple Courtyard area), and delatot laAzarah, and overlaid the daletot of them with
nechoshet (bronze).

10And he set the Yam on the right, eastward, opposite the south.
11And Churammade the sirot, and the shovels, and themizrakot. And Churam finished

themelachah that he was to make for Melech Sh'lomo for the Beis HaElohim,
12 The two Ammudim, and the bases, and the capitals which were on the top of the two

Ammudim, and the two nettings to cover the two bases of the capitals which were on the
top of the Ammudim;

13And four hundred pomegranates on the two nettings; two rows of pomegranates on
each netting, to cover the two bases of the capitals which were upon the Ammudim.

14Hemade also stands, and kiyyorot made he upon the stands,
15One Yam, and twelve bakar under it.
16 The sirot also, and the shovels, and the mizlagot, and all their instruments, did

Churam-Avi make for Melech Sh'lomo for the Bais HASHEM of nechoshet maruk.
17 In the plain of Yarden did HaMelech cast them, in the avi ha'adamah between Sukkot

and Tzeredah.
18 Thus Sh'lomo made all these vessels in great abundance, for the weight of the

nechoshet could not be found out.
19 And Sh'lomo made all the vessels that were for the Beis HaElohim, the Mizbe'ach

HaZahav also, and the Shulchanot whereon the LechemHaPanimwas set;
20Moreover the Menorot with their nerot (lamps), that they should burn as prescribed

before the Devir, of zahav sagur;
† 3:15 53 feet



DIVREY HAYAMIM BAIS 4:21 450 DIVREY HAYAMIM BAIS 6:8

21 And the flowers,* and the nerot (lamps), and the tongs, he made of zahav, and that
perfect zahav;

22 And the snuffers, and the basins, and the ladles, and the firepans, of zahav sagur;
and the Petach (Doorway) the Beis, the Daltot HaPenimiyyot (Inner Doors) thereof for the
Kodesh HaKadashim, and the Daltot HaBeis laHeikhal, were of zahav.

5
1 Thus all the melachah (work) that Sh'lomo made for the Beis HASHEM was completed;

and Sh'lomo brought in all the things that Dovid Aviv had dedicated as kodesh; and the
kesef, and the zahav, and all the articles, he put among the otzerot of the Bais HaElohim.

2Then Sh'lomo gathered unto Yerushalayim the Ziknei Yisroel, and kol Rashei HaMattot
(all the Heads of the Tribes), the Nesi'ei HaAvot (Family Chiefs) of the Bnei Yisroel, to bring
up the Aron Brit HASHEM out of Ir Dovid, which is Tziyon.

3Kol Ish Yisroel assembled themselves unto the Melech in the Chag (Feast),* which was
in the seventhmonth.†

4And all the Ziknei Yisroel came; and the Levi'im took up the Aron.
5And they brought up the Aron, and the Ohel Mo'ed and kol Klei HaKodesh (all the Holy

Articles) that were in the Ohel, these did the Kohanim and the Levi'im bring up.
6Also HaMelech Sh'lomo, and Kol Adat Yisroel that were assembled unto him before the

Aron, sacrificed tzon and bakar, which could not be told nor numbered for multitude.
7And the Kohanimbrought in the Aron Brit HASHEMunto itsmakom (place), to the Devir

HaBeis, into the Kodesh HaKadoshim, even under the wings of the Keruvim;
8For the Keruvim spread forth their wings over the place of the Aron, and the Keruvim

covered over the Aron and the carrying poles thereof.
9And they drew out the poles of the Aron, that the ends of the poles were seen from the

Aron before the Devir; but they were not seen from the outside. And there it is unto this
day.

10 There was nothing in the Aron except the two Luchot which Moshe put therein at
Chorev,whenHASHEMmadeaBritwith theBnei Yisroel,when they cameout ofMitzrayim.

11 And it came to pass, when the Kohanim were come out of the Kodesh (for all the
Kohanimthatwerepresentwere set apart askodesh, and thedivisionswerenotobserved);

12Also theLevi'imwhichwere themeshorarim (singers), all of themofAsaph, ofHeman,
of Yedutun, with their banim and their achim, being arrayed in white linen, having
cymbals and lyres and kinnorot (harps), stood at the east of the Mizbe'ach, and with them
a hundred and twenty Kohanim sounding trumpets:

13 It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and meshorarim were as one, making kol
echad (one voice, one sound) to be heard in praising and thanking HASHEM; andwhen they
lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals andmusical instruments, and praised
HASHEM, saying, Ki tovki l'olamchasdo (ForHe isgood; forHismercyendureth forever), that
then the Beis was filled with an anan, even the Beis HASHEM,

14 So that the Kohanim could not stand to minister by reason of the anan; for the Kavod
HASHEM had filled the Beis HaElohim‡.§

6
1Then said Sh'lomo, HASHEM hath said that He would dwell in a dark cloud.
2But I have built Thee a lofty Beis, even a place for Thee to dwell olamim.
3AndHaMelech turnedhis face, v'yevarech at kol Kehal Yisroel, and all theKehal Yisroel

stood.
4 And he said, Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Who hath with His hands fulfilled that

which He spoke with His mouth to Dovid Avi, saying,
5 Since HaYom when I brought forth Ami out of Eretz Mitzrayim I chose no city among

all the Shivtei Yisroel to build a Bais in, that Shmimight be there; neither chose I any ish to
be a Nagid over Ami Yisroel,

6 But I chose Yerushalayim, that Shmi might be there; and chose Dovid to be over Ami
Yisroel.

7Now itwas in the levavDovid Avi to build a Bais for the ShemofHASHEMElohei Yisroel.
8But HASHEM said to Dovid Avi, Because it was in levavcha to build a Bais for Shmi, thou

didst well in that it was in levavcha.

* 4:21 SeeEx25:31 * 5:3 i.e., Sukkot † 5:3Tishri ‡ 5:14 SeeActs chps 1-2 § 5:14T.N. See 1C3:16-17 regarding
theMessianic fulfillment of 1Chr 6:9
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9Nevertheless thou shalt not buildHaBeis; but bincha (your Son)which shall come forth
out of thy loins, he shall build HaBeis for Shmi.

10HASHEM therefore hath performed His Devar that He hath spoken; for I am risen up
after Dovid Avi, and I sit on the kisse Yisroel, just as HASHEM promised, and I built HaBeis
for the Shem of HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

11 And in it have I put the Aron, wherein is the Brit HASHEM that He cut with the Bnei
Yisroel.

12Andhe stoodbefore theMizbe'achHASHEM in front kol Kehal Yisroel, and spread forth
his hands;

13 For Sh'lomo had made a kiyyor nechoshet (bronze platform) five cubits long, and five
cubitswide, and three cubits high, andhad set it in themidst of theAzarah,* andupon it he
stood, and knelt down upon his knees before kol Kehal Yisroel, and spread forth his hands
toward Shomayim.

14 And said, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, ein kmocha Elohim (there is no G-d like Thee) in
Shomayim, nor in Ha'aretz; shomer HaBrit, who showest chesed unto Thy avadim, that
walk before Thee with all their hearts.

15 Thou which has been shomer over Thy eved Dovid Avi over that which Thou hast
promised him; and spoke with Thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with Thine hand, as it is
this day.

16Now therefore, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, be shomer over Dovid Avi to keep that which
Thou hast promised him, saying, There shall not fail thee an ish inMy sight to sit upon the
Kisse Yisroel; if only Banecha are shomer over their way to walk inMy torah, as thou hast
walked before Me.

17Now then, HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, let Thy Davar come true, which Thou hast spoken
unto Thy eved Dovid.

18 But will Elohim really dwell with HaAdam on ha'aretz? Hinei, Shomayim and the
Shmei HaShomayim cannot contain Thee; howmuch less this Beis which I built!

19 Yet give attention to the tefillah of Thy eved, and to his techinnah (supplication), O
HASHEM Elohai, to pay heed unto the cry and the tefillah which Thy eved prayeth before
Thee;

20 That Thine eyes may be open toward this Beis yomam valailah, toward the makom
(place) whereof Thou hast said that Thou wouldest put Shimcha there; to pay heed unto
the tefillah which Thy eved prayeth toward this makom.

21Payheed thereforeunto the tachanuneiAvdecha (suppplicationsofThyservant), andof
ThypeopleYisroel,which they shall daven toward this place; hearThou fromThydwelling
place, even from Shomayim; and when Thou hearest, salachta (forgive).

22 If an ish sin against his neighbor, and he is made to swear under oath and he swears
an oath before ThineMizbe'ach in this Beis,

23 Then hear Thou from Shomayim, and act, and judge Thy avadim, by requiting the
guilty, by recompensinghiswayuponhis ownrosh; andby justifying the tzaddik, by giving
him according to his tzedakah.

24 And if thy people Yisroel be defeated before the oyev (enemy), because they have
sinned against Thee; and shall return and confess Shmecha, and pray andmake techinnah
before Thee in this Beis,

25Then hear Thou from Shomayim, and forgive the sin of Thy people Yisroel, and bring
them back to HaAdamahwhich Thou gave to them and to Avoteichem.

26When Shomayim is shut up, and there is no matar (rain), because they have sinned
against Thee; yet if they pray toward this place, and confess Shmecha, and turn from their
sin, when Thou dost afflict them;

27Thenhear Thou fromShomayim, and forgive the sin of Thy avadim, and of Thy people
Yisroel, when Thou hast taught them the DerechHaTovah, wherein they shouldwalk; and
sendmatar upon Thy land, which Thou hast given unto Thy people for a nachalah.

28 If there be ra'av (hunger, famine) in the land, if there be dever, if there be blight, or
mildew, locust, or grass-hopper; if their enemies besiege them in the land of their cities;
whatsoever nega or machalah there be,

29 Then what tefillah or what techinnah soever shall be made of kol ha'adam, or of all
Thy people Yisroel, when every one shall know his own nega and his own pain, and shall
spread forth his hands in this Beis,

* 6:13 see 2Chr 4:9



DIVREY HAYAMIM BAIS 6:30 452 DIVREY HAYAMIM BAIS 7:8

30 Then hear Thou from Shomayim Thy dwelling place, and forgive, and render unto
every man according unto all his ways, whose lev Thou knowest; (for Thou only knowest
the hearts of the Bnei HaAdam),

31That theymay fear Thee, towalk in Thyways, so long as they live inHaAdamahwhich
Thou gavest unto Avoteinu.

32Also concerning the nokhri, who is not of Thy people Yisroel, but is come from a far
country for the sake of Shimcha Hagadol, Thy yad hachazakeh, and Thy zero'a stretched
out; if they come and pray toward this Beis,

33 Then hear Thou from Shomayim, even from Thy dwelling place, and do according to
all that the nokhri calleth for to Thee, that kol Amei Ha'aretzmay know Shmecha, and fear
Thee, as doth Thy people Yisroel, and may know that this Beis which I have built is called
by Shimcha.

34 If Thy people go out tomilchamah against their enemies by the derech that Thou shalt
send them, and they pray unto Thee toward this city which Thou hast chosen, and the Beis
which I have built for Shmecha,

35 Then hear Thou from Shomayim their tefillah and their techinnah, and uphold their
mishpat.

36 If they sin against Thee, (for there is no adamwhich sinneth not), and Thou be angry
with them, and deliver themover before their enemies, and they carry them away captive
unto an Eretz rechokah or kerovah,

37Yet if they change in their heart in the landwhere they are carried captive, and repent
and supplicate unto Thee in the land of their captivity, saying, Chatanu (we have sinned),
he'evnu (we have donewrong), and rashanu (we actedwickedly);

38 If they return to Thee with all their lev and with all their nefesh in the land of their
captivity, where they have carried them captive, and pray toward their land, which Thou
gavest unto Avotam, and towardHaIrwhich Thou hast chosen, and toward the Beiswhich
I have built for Thy Shem,

39ThenhearThou fromShomayim, even fromThydwellingplace, their tefillahand their
techinnah, and uphold their mishpat, and forgive Thy people which have sinned against
Thee.

40Now, Elohai, may Thine eyes be open, and let Thine ears be attentive unto the tefillah
that is davened in this place.

41Nowthereforearise,HASHEMElohim, intoThy restingplace, Thou, and theAronofThy
might; let Thy Kohanim, HASHEM Elohim, be clothed with Teshu'ah, and let Thy Chasidim
rejoice in goodness.

42HASHEM Elohim, turn not away the face of Thine Moshiach. Remember the Chasdei
Dovid Avdecha.

7
1NowwhenSh'lomohadmadeanendof davening, the eish camedown fromShomayim,

and consumed the olah and the zevakhim; and the kavod HASHEM filled HaBeis.
2And theKohanimcouldnot enter into theBeisHASHEM, because the kavodHASHEMhad

filled the Beis HASHEM.
3 And when all the Bnei Yisroel saw how the eish came down, and the kavod HASHEM

uponHaBeis, they bowed themselveswith their faces to the groundupon the ritzpah (floor,
pavement) andworshiped, and gave thanks toHASHEM, saying, Ki tov ki l'olam chasdo (For
He is good; for Hismercy endureth forever).

4Then HaMelech and kol HaAm offered zevach before HASHEM.
5And HaMelech Sh'lomo offered zevach of 22,000 bakar, and 120,000 tzon; so HaMelech

and kol HaAm dedicated the Beis HaElohim.
6And the Kohanim stood at their mishmerot (watches); the Levi'im also with kelei shir

HASHEM, (musical instruments ofHASHEM)whichDovidHaMelechhadmade to give thanks
to HASHEM— ki l'oham chasdo (for His mercy endureth forever)—whenever Dovid praised
by their means; and the Kohanim sounded khatzotzrot (trumpets) opposite them, and kol
Yisroel stood.

7Moreover Sh'lomo set apart as kodesh the toch hekhatzer (center of the courtyard) that
was in front of the Beis HASHEM; for there he offered HaOlot and the chelvei hashelamim
(fat of peace offerings), because the Mizbe'ach hanechoshet which Sh'lomo had made was
not able to receive the Olot, and theMincha, and HaChalavim (the fats).

8Also at the same time Sh'lomo kept the Chag* shivat yamim, and kol Yisroel with him,
a Kahal Gadol Me'od, from the Levo (Approach) Chamat unto theWadi Mitzrayim.

* 7:8 See v. 9
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9 And on the Yom HaShemini they held an Atzeret (solemn assembly); for they kept
the chanukat HaMizbe'ach (dedication of the altar),† shivat yamim, and the Chag‡ shivat
yamim.

10 And on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he sent HaAm away into
their ohalim joyful and tovei lev for the goodness that HASHEM had showed unto Dovid,
and to Sh'lomo, and to Yisroel His Am.

11Thus Sh'lomofinished the Beis HASHEM, and the Beis HaMelech; and all that came into
the lev Sh'lomo to do in the Beis HASHEM, and in his own palace, he prosperously effected.

12AndHASHEMappeared toSh'lomobalailah, andsaiduntohim, Ihaveheard thy tefillah,
and have chosen this makom for Myself for a Beis Zevach.

13When I shut up Shomayim that there be no matar, or when I command the locusts to
devour HaAretz, or when I send dever among Ami (My People);

14 If Ami, which are called by Shmi, shall humble themselves, and daven, and seek my
face, and turn fromtheirderakhimhara'im (wickedways), thenwill I hear fromShomayim,
and will forgive their chattat, and will heal their land.

15NowMine eyes shall be open, andMine ears attentive unto the tefillah that is made in
MakomHaZeh.

16For now have I chosen and set apart as kodesh HaBeis HaZeh, that Shmimay be there
ad olam, andMine eyes andMine lev shall be there kol hayamim.

17And as for thee, if thouwiltwalk beforeMe, as DovidAvichawalked, and do according
to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt observeMy chukkot andMymishpatim;

18 Then will I establish the kisse of thy Malchut, just as I have covenanted with Dovid
Avicha, saying, Lo yikaret lecha ishmoshel b'Yisroel.

19But if ye turn away, and forsake My chukkot and Mymitzvot, which I have set before
you, and shall go and serve elohim acherim, and worship them,

20 Then will I uproot them out of My Adamah which I have given them; and HaBeis
HaZeh, which I have set apart as kodesh for Shmi, will I cast out ofMy sight, andwill make
it to be aMashal (byword) and an object of ridicule among Kol haAmim.

21AndHaBeis HaZeh, which is elyon, shall be an astonishment to every one that passeth
by it; so that he shall say, Why hath HASHEM done thus unto HaAretz HaZot, and unto
HaBeis Hazeh?

22 And it shall be answered, Because they forsook HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem, Who
brought them forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim, and they laid hold on elohim acherim, and
worshiped them, and served them; therefore hath He brought all this ra'ah upon them.

8
1 And it came to pass at the end of esrim shanah, wherein Sh'lomo had built the Beis

HASHEM, and his own bais (palace),
2 That the cities which Churam had restored to Sh'lomo, Sh'lomo rebuilt them, and

caused the Bnei Yisroel to dwell there.
3And Sh'lomowent to Chamat Tzovah, and captured it.
4Andhebuilt Tadmor in themidbar, and all the storage towns,whichhebuilt in Chamat.
5Also he rebuilt Upper Beit-Choron, and Lower Beit-Choron, fortified cities, with walls,

gates, and bars,
6 And Ba'alat, and all the storage towns that Sh'lomo had, and all the towns for the

chariots, and the towns for the parashim (horsemen, cavalry) all the cheshek Sh'lomo
(desire of Solomon) that he desired to build in Yerushalayim, and in the Levanon, and
throughout all the eretz of his Memshalet.

7As for kol haAm thatwere left of the Chitti, andHaEmori, and the Perizzi, and the Chivi,
and the Yevusi, who were not of Yisroel,

8 From their banim, who were left after them in HaAretz, whom the Bnei Yisroel
consumed not, them did Sh'lomo conscript for forced labor until yom hazeh.

9 But of the Bnei Yisroel did Sh'lomo make no avadim for his melachah; for they were
anshei milchamah, and commanders of his officers, and commanders of his chariots and
parash.

10And these were the chief of the officials of Sh'lomo HaMelech, even two hundred and
fifty, that exercised authority over HaAm.

11And Sh'lomo brought up the Bat Pharaoh out of Ir Dovid unto the palace that he had
built forher, forhe said, Isha li (wife forme) shall not dwell in theBaisDovidMelechYisroel,
because the places whereunto the Aron HASHEM hath come are Kodesh.

† 7:9 i.e., the Beis Hamikdash ‡ 7:9 Sukkot
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12 Then Sh'lomo offered up Olot unto HASHEM on the Mizbe'ach HASHEM, which he had
built before the Ulam,

13 Even according to the requirement of each day on its day, offering according to the
mitzvatMoshe, on the Shabbatot, and onRosh Chodesh, and on theMo'adot, three times in
theyear, even in theChagHaMatzot, and in theChagHaShavuot, and in theChagHaSukkot.

14And he appointed, according to the mishpat Dovid Aviv, the machlekot (divisions) of
the Kohanim to their avodah service, and the Levi'im to their mishmerot (watches), to
praise and minister before the Kohanim, as the requirement of every yom required; the
Sho'arim (Gatekeepers) also by theirmachlekot (divisions) at every sha'ar; for thuswas the
mitzvot Dovid Ish HaElohim.

15 And they deviated not from the mitzvat HaMelech unto the Kohanim and Levi'im
concerning anymatter, or concerning the otzarot.

16 Now all the work of Sh'lomo was carried out from the yom musad (day of the
foundation) of the Beis HASHEM until its completion. So the Beis HASHEMwas perfected.

17Thenwent Sh'lomo to Etzyon-Gever, and to Eilot, on the seacoast of Eretz Edom.*
18 And Churam sent him by the hands of his avadim oniyot, and avadim that were

experienced seamen; and they went with the avadim of Sh'lomo to Ophir, and took from
there four hundred and fifty talents of zahav, and brought them to Sh'lomo HaMelech.

9
1And when the Malkat Sheva (Queen of Sheba) heard of the fame of Sh'lomo, she came

to test Sh'lomo with chidot (hard questions, riddles) at Yerushalayim, with a very great
caravan, and camels that carried spices, and zahav in abundance, and precious stones;
and when she was come to Sh'lomo, she communedwith him of all that was in her levav.

2And Sh'lomo gave answer to all her questions; and therewas nothing hid from Sh'lomo
which he explained not to her.

3And when the Malkat Sheva had seen the Chochmat Sh'lomo, and HaBais (the Palace)
that he had built,

4 And the ma'akhal (food) of his shulchan, and the moshav of his avadim, and the
attendance of hisministers, and their apparel; his cupbearers also, and their apparel; and
his aliyah (ascent) by which he went up to the Beis HASHEM; there was no more ruach in
her.

5 And she said to HaMelech, Emes was the davar (report) which I heard in mine own
country about thine acts, and of thy chochmah;

6Howbeit I believed not their words, until I came, andmine eyes had seen it; and, hinei,
theonehalf of thegreatnessof thychochmahwasnot toldme, for thouexceedest the report
that I heard.

7 Ashrei are thy anashim, and ashrei are these thy avadim, which stand continually
before thee, and hear thy chochmah.

8Baruch HASHEM EloheichaWho delighted in thee to set thee on His kisse, to be Melech
forHASHEMEloheicha, becauseEloheicha lovedYisroel, to establish them l'olam, therefore
Hemade theeMelech over them, to maintain Mishpat and Tzedakah.

9 And she gave HaMelech a hundred and twenty talents of zahav, and spices in great
abundance, andprecious stones; neitherwas thereeveranysuchspiceas theMalkat Sheva
gave Sh'lomo HaMelech.

10And theavadimalsoofChuram, and theavadimofSh'lomo,whichbrought zahav from
Ophir, brought atzei algummim (algum trees) and precious stones.

11 And HaMelech made of the atzei algummim steps for the Beis HASHEM, and for the
Beis HaMelech, and kinnorot and nevalim for the musicians; and there were none such
seen before in the Eretz Yehudah.

12 And Sh'lomo HaMelech gave to Malkat Sheva all her chefetz, whatsoever she asked,
beside such that she had brought unto HaMelech. So she turned, and went away to her
own land, she and her avadim.

13 Now the weight of zahav that came to Sh'lomo in one year was six hundred and
threescore and six talents of zahav;

14 Besides that which traders and merchants brought. And all the melachim of Arabia
and governors of the country brought zahav and kesef to Sh'lomo.

15 And Melech Sh'lomo made 200 shields of hammered zahav; 600 measures of ham-
mered zahav went to one shield.

* 8:17 T.N. See Ep 2:20 in connection with the musad (foundation in 2Chr 8:16) where the OJBC speaks about Shluchim
and Nevi'im andMoshiach as the Rosh Pinah
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16And 300moginnim hemade of hammered zahav; 300 measures of zahav went to one
mogen. AndHaMelech put them in Beis Ya'ar HaLevanon (House of the Forest of Levanon).

17Moreover HaMelechmade a kisse shen gadol (great ivory throne) and overlaid it with
zahav tahor.

18 And there were six steps to the kisse, with a kevesh (ramp) of zahav, which was
attached to the kisse, and arms on each side of the seat, and two aroyot (lions) standing
by the armrests;

19And 12 aroyot stood there on the one side and on the other upon 6 steps. There was
nothing like it made for any other mamlechah.

20And all the kelei mashkeh (drinking vessels) of Sh'lomo HaMelech were of zahav, and
all the kelei Beis Ya'ar HaLevanon were of pure zahav; none were of kesef; it* was not
accounted as anything in the days of Sh'lomo.

21 HaMelech had a fleet of oniyyot that went to Tarshish with the avadim of Churam.
Once every three years came the oniyyot Tarshish bringing zahav, and kesef, ivory, and
monkeys, and peacocks.

22And Sh'lomo HaMelech surpassed all the Malkhei HaAretz in riches and chochmah.
23And all the Malkhei Ha'Aretz sought the presence of Sh'lomo, to hear his chochmah,

that HaElohim had put in his lev.
24 And they brought every ish his minchah (present), kelei kesef, kelei zahav, and

clothing, weapons, and spices, susim, and peradim (mules), at a set rate.
25And Sh'lomo had four thousand stalls for susim and markovot (chariots), and twelve

thousand parashim whom he kept in the chariot cities, and with HaMelech at Yerusha-
layim.

26And he reigned over all the melachim from the River† even unto the Eretz Pelishtim,
and to the border of Mitzrayim.

27And HaMelech made kesef in Yerushalayim as common as stones, and cedar trees he
made like sycamore trees that are in the Shefelah in abundance.

28And they imported unto Sh'lomo susim out of Mitzrayim, and from all the lands.
29Nowthe rest of theDivrei Sh'lomo, harishonimandha'acharonim, are theynotwritten

in theDivreiNatanHaNavi, and in theNevu'at Achiyah the Shiloni, and in the chazot Yadai
HaChozer against Yarov'am ben Nevat?

30And Sh'lomo reigned in Yerushalayim over kol Yisroel arba'im shanah.
31 And Sh'lomo slept with Avotav, and he was buried in Ir Dovid Aviv. And Rechav'am

Bno reigned in his place.

10
1And Rechav'am went to Shechem, for to Shechem were kol Yisroel come to make him

melech.
2And it came to pass, when Yarov'am ben Nevat, who was in Mitzrayim, where he fled

from thepresence of Sh'lomoHaMelechheard it, that Yarov'amreturnedout ofMitzrayim.
3 And they sent and called him. So Yarov'am and kol Yisroel came and spoke to

Rechav'am, saying,
4Avichamade our ol (yoke) kasheh (difficult, harsh); now therefore ease thou somewhat

the grievous avodas Avicha, and his heavy ol (yoke)* that he put uponus, andwewill serve
thee.

5And he said unto them, Shuvu (come back, return) unto me after shloshet yamin. And
HaAm departed.

6AndHaMelechRechav'amtookcounselwith theZekenimthathadstoodbeforeSh'lomo
Avi while he yet lived, saying,What counsel give yeme to return answer to HaAmHaZeh?

7And they spoke unto him, saying, If thou be kind toHaAmHaZeh, and please them, and
speak devarim tovim to them, they will be thy avadim kol hayamim (all the days).

8But he forsook the Atzat HaZekenim they gave him, and took counsel with the yeladim
that were brought up with him, that stood before him.

9Andhesaidunto them,Whatadvicegiveye thatwemayreturnanswer toHaAmHaZeh,
which have spoken tome, saying, Ease somewhat haOl that Avicha did put upon us?

10And theyeladimthat grewupwithhimspokeuntohim, saying, Thus shalt thouanswer
HaAm that spoke unto thee, saying, Avicha made our ol (yoke) heavy, but make thou it
somewhat lighter for us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger is thicker than the
loins of Avi.

* 9:20 silver † 9:26 i.e., the Euphrates * 10:4 i.e., taxes, see verse 18
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11 For whereas Avi put an ol kaved (a heavy yoke) upon you, I will add more to your
ol (yoke). Avi chastised you with shotim (whips), but I will chastise you with akrabim
(scorpions).

12 So Yarov'am and kol HaAm came to Rechav'am on the Yom HaShelishi, as HaMelech
said, Shuva (return) to me on the YomHaShelishi.

13 And HaMelech answered them kashah (harshly); and HaMelech Rechav'am forsook
the Atzat HaZekenim,

14And answered them after the Atzat HaYeladim, saying, Avimade your ol (yoke) heavy,
but I will add thereto; Avi chastised you with shotim (whips), but I will chastise you with
akrabim (scorpions).

15 So HaMelech paid heed not unto HaAm, for the nesibah (turn of events, circumstance)
was of HaElohim, that HASHEM might perform His Devar, which He spoke by the yad
Achiyah HaShiloni to Yarov'am ben Nevat.†

16 And when kol Yisroel saw that HaMelech would not pay heed unto them, HaAm
answered HaMelech, saying,

What chelek have we in Dovid?
We have none nachalah in Ben Yishai.
Every ish to your ohalim, O Yisroel!
and now, Dovid, see to thine own Bais!

So kol Yisroel went to their ohalim.
17But as for theBnei Yisroel that dwelt in the towns of Yehudah, Rechav'am reigned over

them.
18ThenHaMelechRechav'amsentHadoram‡whowasover themas (tax, tribute); and the

Bnei Yisroel stoned him with stones, that he died. But HaMelech Rechav'am made speed
to get up into his merkavah, to escape to Yerushalayim.

19And Yisroel rebelled against the Bais Dovid unto HayomHazeh.

11
1 And when Rechav'am was come to Yerushalayim, he gathered of the Bais Yehudah

and Binyamin a hundred and fourscore thousand bachur oseh milchamah (chosen men,
which were warriors), to make war against Yisroel, that he might restore the mamlachah
to Rechav'am.

2But the Devar HASHEM came to Shema'yah the Ish HaElohim, saying,
3Speakunto Rechav'amben Sh'lomoMelech Yehudah, and to kol Yisroel in Yehudah and

Binyamin, saying,
4Thus saithHASHEM,Yeshallnot goup, normakewaragainst yourachim. Shuvu (return)

every ish to his bais, for this thing is done from Me. And they obeyed the divrei HASHEM,
and returned back from going against Yarov'am.

5And Rechav'am dwelt in Yerushalayim, and built arim lematzor (cities for defense) in
Yehudah.

6He built even Beit-Lechem, and Eitam, and Tekoa,
7Beit-Tzur, Sokhoh, Adullam,
8Gat, Mareshah, Ziph,
9And Adorayim, and Lakhish, and Azekah,
10 And Tzorah, and Ayalon, and Chevron, which are in Yehudah and in Binyamin arei

metzurot (fortified cities).
11 And he fortified the metzurot (fortifications), and put negidim (rulers) in them, and

otzerot ma'achal (storage places of food), and of shemen and yayin.
12And inall the citiesheput shields and spears, andmade themexceeding strong, having

Yehudah and Binyamin on his side.
13And the Kohanim and the Levi'im that were in kol Yisroel availed themselves to him

from all their territories.
14 For the Levi'im abandoned their common-lands and their achuzzah (possession,

estate) and came toYehudahandYerushalayim; for Yarov'amandhis banimhad cast them
off from executing the office of Kohen unto HASHEM.

15 And he ordained him kohanim for the high places, and for the se'irim (goat idols,
demons) and for the agalim (calf idols)which he hadmade.

16 And after them from all the Shivtei Yisroel such as set their hearts to seek HASHEM
Elohei Yisroel came to Yerushalayim, to sacrifice unto HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem.
† 10:15 1Kgs 11:29-39 ‡ 10:18 1Kgs 12:18 “Adoram”
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17So they strengthened theMalchut Yehudah, andmade Rechav'amben Sh'lomo strong,
shanim shalosh. For shanim shalosh they walked in the Derech Dovid u'Sh'lomo.

18 And Rechav'am took him Machalat bat Yerimot Ben Dovid as isha, and Avihayil bat
Eliav ben Yishai,

19Which bore him banim: Ye'ush, and Shemaryah, and Zaham.
20And after her he took Ma'achah bat Avshalom, who bore him Aviyah, and Attai, and

Ziza, and Shlomit.
21 And Rechav'am loved Ma'achah bat Avshalom more than any of his nashim and his

pilagshim; (for he took eighteen nashim, and threescore pilagshim, and fathered twenty
and eight banim, and threescore banot.)

22AndRechav'ammadeAviyah benMa'achah the rosh, to be nagid amonghis achim, for
he intended to make himmelech.

23 And he acted wisely, and dispersed kol banim of him throughout all the lands of
Yehudah and Binyamin, unto all of the arei hametzurot (fortified cities); and he gave them
mazon (provision, food) in abundance. And he took for themmanywives.

12
1And it came to pass, when Rechav'am had established the malchut, and had strength-

ened himself, he forsook the Torat HASHEM, and kol Yisroel with him.
2 And it came to pass, that in the shanah hachamishit of Melech Rechav'am Shishak

Melech Mitzrayim came up against Yerushalayim, because they were unfaithful to
HASHEM,

3With 1,200 chariots, and 60,000 parashim, and troops without number that came with
him out of Mitzrayim, the Luvim, the Sukiyim, and the Cushim.

4And he captured the arei hametzurot (fortified cities)which are of Yehudah, and came
as far as Yerushalayim.

5 Then came Shema'yah HaNavi to Rechav'am, and to the Sarim of Yehudah, that were
assembled in Yerushalayim because of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus saith HASHEM,
Ye have forsakenme, and therefore have I also abandoned you in the yad Shishak.

6Whereupon theSarim (princes)ofYisroel andHaMelechhumbled themselves; and they
said, Tzaddik HASHEM.

7 And when HASHEM saw that they humbled themselves, the Devar HASHEM came to
Shema'yah, saying, They have humbled themselves; therefore I will not destroy them, but
I will grant them some peleitah (deliverance, rescue); and My chamah (anger, wrath) shall
not be poured out upon Yerushalayim by the yad Shishak.

8Nevertheless they shall be his avadim; that theymay differentiate My avodah, and the
avodat mamlechut of the lands.

9 So Shishak Melech Mitzrayim came up against Yerushalayim, and carried away the
otzerot of the Beis HASHEM, and the otzerot Bais HaMelech. He took all; he carried away
also themoginei hazahav (shields of gold)which Sh'lomo hadmade.

10 InsteadofwhichHaMelechRechav'ammademogineinechoshet, andcommitted them
to the hands of the commanders of the guard, the Shomrim who kept the Petach Bais
Hamelech.

11And as often as HaMelech entered into the Beis HASHEM, the guard came and got the
shields, and afterward brought them again into the guardroom.

12 And when he humbled himself, the Af HASHEM turned from him, that He would not
destroy him altogether; and also in Yehudah things went well.

13 So HaMelech Rechav'am strengthened himself in Yerushalayim, and reigned; for
Rechav'amwas one and forty years oldwhen he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen
years in Yerushalayim, HaIr that HASHEM had chosen out of all the Shivtei Yisroel, to put
Shmo there. And the shem immowas Na'amah HaAmmonit.

14And he did rah, because he set not his lev to seek HASHEM.
15 Now the acts of Rechav'am, harishonim and ha'acharonim, are they not written in

the Divrei Shema'yah HaNavi, and of Iddo HaChozer with genealogies? And there were
milchamot between Rechav'am and Yarov'am continually.

16AndRechav'am sleptwithAvotav, andwas buried in Ir Dovid; andAviyahbno reigned
in his place.

13
1Now in the eighteenth year of Melech Yarov'am began Aviyah to reign over Yehudah.
2He reigned 3 shanim in Yerushalayim. And the shem immowas Michayah bat Uriel of

Giv'ah. And there wasmilchamah between Aviyah and Yarov'am.
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3And Aviyah led the milchamahwith an army of gibborei milchamah, even 400 elef ish
bachur. Yarov'amalso drewup formilchamahagainst himwith 800 elef ish bachur, gibbor
chayil.

4And Aviyah stood up upon Mt Tzemarayim, which is in the hill country of Ephrayim,
and said, Hear me, thou Yarov'am, and kol Yisroel.

5Ought ye not to know that HASHEM Elohei Yisroel gave the Mamlachah over Yisroel to
Dovid l'olam (forever), even to him and to his banim by a Brit Melach?*

6Yet Yarov'am ben Nevat eved Sh'lomo ben Dovid is risen up, and hath rebelled against
Adonav.

7And there are gathered unto him anashim rekim, the Bnei Beliyaal, and have strength-
ened themselves against Rechav'am ben Sh'lomo, when Rechav'am was na'ar and rakh
levav (faint-hearted), and could not withstand them.

8And now ye think to withstand the Mamlechet HASHEM in the yad Bnei Dovid; and ye
be a great multitude, and there are with you eglei zahav, which Yarov'am made you for
elohim.

9Have ye not cast out the Kohanim of HASHEM, the Bnei Aharon, and the Levi'im, and
have made you kohanim after the manner of the peoples of other lands? So whosoever
cometh to consecrate himself with a young bull and 7 rams, the same may be a kohen of
them that are no elohim.

10But as for us, HASHEM is Eloheinu, and we have not forsaken Him, and the Kohanim,
mesharetim unto HASHEM, are the Bnei Aharon, and the Levi'im do their work;

11 And they burn unto HASHEM baboker baboker and baerev baerev olot and ketoret
sammim; the array of lechem is also set in order upon the shulchan hatahor; and the
menorah hazahav with the nerot thereof is lit erev ba'erev, for we are the Shomrim of the
Mishmeret HASHEM Eloheinu; but ye have forsaken Him.

12 And, hinei, HaElohim Himself is with us as Rosh, and His Kohanim have their
chatzotzerot to sound the alarm against you. O Bnei Yisroel, fight ye not against HASHEM
Elohei Avoteichem; for ye shall not prosper.

13But Yarov'am caused a ma'arav to come about behind them so that they were before
Yehudah, and thema'arav was behind them.

14 And when Yehudah turned, hinei, the milchamah was before and behind, and they
cried unto HASHEM, and the Kohanim sounded the battle trumpets.

15 Then the Ish Yehudah gave a shout, and as the Ish Yehudah shouted, it came to pass,
that HaElohim routed Yarov'am and kol Yisroel before Aviyah and Yehudah.

16And the Bnei Yisroel fled before Yehudah, and Elohim delivered them into their yad.
17And Aviyah and his army slaughtered them with a makkah rabbah (great slaughter);

so there fell down slain of Yisroel five hundred thousand ish bachur.
18 Thus the Bnei Yisroel were subdued at that time, and the Bnei Yehudah prevailed,

because they relied upon HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem.
19And Aviyah pursued after Yarov'am, and took cities from him: Beit-El with the towns

thereof, and Yeshanahwith the villages thereof, and Ephrayimwith the villages thereof.
20Neither did Yarov'am recover ko'ach again in the days of Aviyah; and HASHEM struck

him, and he died.
21But Aviyah grew strong, and married fourteen nashim, and fathered twenty and two

banim, and sixteen banot.
22 And the rest of the acts of Aviyah, and his deeds, and his words, are written in the

Midrash HaNavi Iddo.
23 So Aviyah slept with Avotav, and they buried him in Ir Dovid, and Asa bno reigned in

his place. In his days HaAretz was at peace eser shanim.

14
1And Asa did that which was hatov and yashar in the eyes of HASHEM Elohav;
2 For he took away the mizbechot hanekhar (foreign altars), and the high places, and

smashed thematzevot, and cut down the Asherim;
3And commanded Yehudah to seekHASHEMElohei Avoteihem, and to observe the Torah

and theMitzvah.
4Also he took away out of all the towns of Yehudah the high places and the chammanim

(sun-pillar idols); and themamlachah was at peace under him.
5 And he built arei metzurah in Yehudah; for HaAretz was at peace, and he had no

milchamah in those years, because HASHEM had given him rest.

* 13:5 See Num 18:19
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6 Therefore he said unto Yehudah, Let us build up these cities, and make about them
chomah, andmigdalim, gates, and bars. HaAretz is yet before us, because we have sought
HASHEM Eloheinu, we have sought Him, and He hath given us rest on every side. So they
built and prospered.

7 And Asa had an army of men that bore shields and spears, out of Yehudah three
hundred thousand; and out of Binyamin, that bore mogen and drew keshet (bow), two
hundred and fourscore elef; all these were gibborei chayil.

8And there came out against them Zerach HaCushi with a host of elef alafim, and three
hundredmerkavot; and came as far as Mareshah.

9 Then Asa went out against him, and they took up position for the milchamah in the
valley of Tzephatah at Mareshah.

10And Asa cried unto HASHEM Elohav, and said, HASHEM, there is none besides Thee to
help, whether with rav, or with them that have no ko'ach. Help us, HASHEM Eloheinu, for
we rely on Thee; in Shimechawe go against thismultitude. HASHEM Thou art Eloheinu; let
no enosh prevail against Thee.

11 So HASHEM struck down HaCushim before Asa, and before Yehudah, and HaCushim
fled.

12And Asa and HaAm that were with him pursued them as far as Gerar, and HaCushim
fell, until they could not survive, for they were crushed before HASHEM, and before His
Machaneh. They carried off verymuch plunder.

13And theydestroyedall the townsaroundGerar; for thePachadHASHEMfell upon them,
and they plundered all the towns, for there was exceedingmuch booty in them.

14 They attacked also the ohalim of herdsmen, and carried off tzon and gemalim in
abundance, and returned to Yerushalayim.

15
1And the Ruach Elohim came upon Azaryahu ben Oded;
2And hewent out tomeet Asa, and said unto him, Hear yeme, Asa, and kol Yehudah and

Binyamin. HASHEM is with you, while ye be with Him; if ye seek Him, He will be found of
you; if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you.

3 Now for yamim rabbim Yisroel hath been without the Elohei Emes, and without a
KohenMoreh, and without Torah.

4Butwhen they in their tzoros did turn untoHASHEMElohei Yisroel, and sought Him, He
was found by them.

5And in those times there was no shalom to him that went out, nor to him that came in,
but mehumot rabbot (great turmoil)was upon all the inhabitants of the lands.

6And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city, for Elohim did trouble themwith
every tzuris.

7Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands beweak, for there is sachar (reward) for
your pe'ulah (work).

8And when Asa heard these words, and the nevu'ah of Oded HaNavi, he took courage,
and put away the shikkutzim (abominable idols) from kol Eretz Yehudah and Binyamin,
and from the citieswhich he had captured fromMt Ephrayim, and renewed theMizbe'ach
HASHEM, that was in front of the UlamHASHEM.

9And he gathered all Yehudah and Binyamin, and the gerim with them from Ephrayim
and Menasheh, and from Shim'on, for they fell to him from Yisroel in abundance, when
they saw that HASHEM Elohav was with him.

10 So they gathered themselves together at Yerushalayim in the chodesh hashelishi, in
the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

11 And they offered unto HASHEM on that day, of the plunder which they had brought
back, 700 bakar and 7,000 tzon.

12And they entered into the Brit to seek HASHEM Elohei Avoteihemwith all their lev and
with all their nefesh;

13Thatwhosoeverwouldnot seekHASHEMEloheiYisroel shouldbeput todeath,whether
katan or gadol, whether ish or isha.

14And they swore unto HASHEM with a kol gadol, and with teruah, and with trumpets,
and with shoferot.

15 And all Yehudah rejoiced at the shevu'ah, for they had sworn with all their lev, and
sought Him with their whole ratzon; and He was found by them; and HASHEM gave them
rest all around.
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16And also concerningMa'achah emAsaHaMelech, he deposed her frombeing gevirah,
because she hadmade to Asherah amifletzet, and Asa cut down hermifletzet, and ground
it up, and burned it at theWadi Kidron.

17 But the high places were not removed from Yisroel; nevertheless the levav Asa was
shalem all his days.

18And he brought into the Beis HaElohim the things that Aviv had dedicated as kodesh,
and that he himself had dedicated as kodesh, kesef, and zahav, and kelim.

19And therewas nomoremilchamah unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.

16
1 In the six and thirtieth year Malchut Asa (of the reign of Asa) Ba'asha Melech Yisroel

went up against Yehudah, and fortified Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out
or come in to the territory of AsaMelech Yehudah.

2Then Asa brought out kesef and zahav out of the otzarot of the Beis HASHEM and of the
Bais HaMelech, and sent to Ben-Hadad Melech Aram (Syria), the one ruling in Damascus,
saying,

3There is a brit betweenmeand thee, as therewasbetweenAvi andAvicha. Hinei, I have
sent thee kesef and zahav; come, break thy brit with Ba'asha Melech Yisroel, that he may
withdraw fromme.

4AndBen-HadadpaidheeduntoHaMelechAsa, and sent theofficers ofhis forces against
the cities of Yisroel, and they struck down Iyon, and Dan, and Abel-Mayim, and all the
storage cities of Naphtali.

5And it came to pass, when Ba'asha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let
his work cease.

6Then Asa HaMelech took all Yehudah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and
the timber thereof, wherewith Ba'asha was building; and he built therewith Geva and
Mitzpah.

7 And at that time Chanani HaRo'eh came to Asa Melech Yehudah, and said unto him,
Because thou hast relied onMelech Aram, and not relied on HASHEM Eloheicha, therefore
is the army of Melech Aram escaped out of thine yad.

8 Were not the Cushim and the Luvim a huge army, with very many chariots and
parashim? Yet, because thou didst rely on HASHEM, He delivered them into thine yad.

9 For the eyes of HASHEM run to and fro kol HaAretz, to strengthen them whose lev
is shalem (wholehearted) toward Him. Herein thou hast done foolishly; therefore from
henceforth thou shalt havemilchamot.

10ThenAsawaswrothwith the ro'eh, put him in aprisonhouse; for hewas in a ragewith
him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of HaAm at the same time.

11And, hinei, the acts of Asa, harishonim and ha'acharonim, see, they are written in the
Sefer HaMelachim Yehudah and Yisroel.

12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his malchut (reign) became diseased in his
raglayim, until his disease was exceedingly great. Yet even in his disease he sought not
HASHEM, but only the rofe'im.

13And Asa slept with his Avotav, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign.
14 And they buried him in his own kever (sepulchre, burial cave), which he had cut for

himself in IrDovid, and laid himonamishkav (bed)whichwasfilledwith sweet spices and
perfumes prepared by the apothecaries art; and they burned for him a very large serefah
gedolah (great fire, pyre).

17
1And Yehoshaphat bno reigned in his place, and strengthened himself against Yisroel.
2And he placed troops in all the fortified cities of Yehudah, and set netzivim (garrisons)

in Eretz Yehudah, and in the towns of Ephrayim, which Asa Aviv had captured.
3 And HASHEM was with Yehoshaphat, because he walked in the darkhei Dovid Aviv

harishonim, and sought not unto Ba'alim;
4 But sought HASHEM Elohei Aviv, and walked in His mitzvot, and not after the ma'asei

Yisroel.
5Therefore HASHEM established the Mamlachah in his yad; and all Yehudah brought to

Yehoshaphat minchah; and he had osher and kavod in abundance.
6Andhis levwas elevated in the darkhei HASHEM;moreover he removed the high places

and Asherim from Yehudah.
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7Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his sarim (officials), even to Ben-Chayil, and
to Ovadyah, and to Zecharyah, and to Netanel, and to Michayah, to teach in the cities of
Yehudah.

8 And with them he sent Levi'im, even Shema'yahu, and Netanyahu, and Zevadyahu,
and Asahel, and Shemiramot, and Yehonatan, and Adoniyahu, and Toviyahu, and Tov
Adoniyah, Levi'im; and with them Elishama and Yehoram, Kohanim.

9 And they taught in Yehudah, and had with them the Sefer Torat HASHEM, and went
about throughout all the cities of Yehudah, and taught HaAm.

10And the PachadHASHEM fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands thatwere surrounding
Yehudah, so that theymade no war against Yehoshaphat.

11 Also some of the Pelishtim (Philistines) brought Yehoshaphat minchah, and kesef
massa (tribute); and the Arabs brought him tzon, seven thousand seven hundred rams,
and seven thousand seven hundred goats.

12 And Yehoshaphat grew great exceedingly; and he built in Yehudah fortresses and
storage cities.

13 And he had melachah rabbah in the cities of Yehudah; and the anshei milchamah,
gibborei chayil were in Yerushalayim.

14 And these are the pekuddah (enrollment numbers) of them according to the Bais
Avoteihem: of Yehudah, the sarei alafim; AdnahHaSar, andwith him gibborei chayil three
hundred elef.

15 And next to him was Yehochanan HaSar, and with him two hundred and fourscore
elef.

16 And next to him was Amasyah ben Zichri, who volunteered unto HASHEM, and with
him two hundred elef gibbor chayil.

17And fromBinyamin, Elyada a gibbor chayil, andwith himarmedmenwith keshet and
mogen two hundred elef.

18 And next to him was Yehozavad, and with him a hundred and fourscore elef battle-
ready.

19 These waited on HaMelech, beside those whom HaMelech put in the fortified cities
throughout all Yehudah.

18
1Now Yehoshaphat had osher and kavod in abundance, and allied himself with Ach'av.
2 And l'ketz shanim he went down to Ach'av in Shomron. And Ach'av killed tzon and

bakar for him in abundance, and for HaAm that he had with him, and persuaded him to
go up with him to Ramot Gil'ad.

3And Ach'av Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah, Wilt thou go with
me to Ramot Gil'ad? And he answered him, I am as thou art, andmy people as thy people;
and wewill be with thee in themilchamah.

4 And Yehoshaphat said unto the Melech Yisroel, Inquire, now at the Devar HASHEM
today.

5Therefore theMelech Yisroel gathered together of nevi'im four hundredmen, and said
unto them, Shall we go to war against Ramot Gil'ad, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go
up; for HaElohimwill deliver it into the yad HaMelech.

6But Yehoshaphat said, Is therenot here anavi ofHASHEM, thatwemight inquire of him?
7 And the Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat, There is yet ish echad (one man), by

whom we may inquire of HASHEM, but I hate him because he never prophesied for tov
about me, but always ra'ah; the same is Mikhay'hu ben Yimlach. And Yehoshaphat said,
HaMelech should not say that.

8And theMelech Yisroel called for one of his officials, and said, Bring at onceMikhay'hu
ben Yimlach.

9 And the Melech Yisroel and Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah sat either of them on his
kisse, clothed in their begadim, and they sat in the goren (threshing floor) at the petach
(entrance) Sha'ar Shomron; and all the nevi'im prophesied before them.

10AndTzidkiyahubenKena'anahhadmadehimkarnayimofbarzel, and said, Thus saith
HASHEM,With these thou shalt gore Aram (Syria) until they be consumed.

11And all the nevi'im prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramot Gil'ad, and be victorious, for
HASHEM shall deliver it into the yad HaMelech.

12 And the malach that went to call Mikhay'hu spoke to him, saying, Hinei, the divrei
hanevi'im declare tov to HaMelech with peh echad (one mouth); let thy word therefore,
now, be like one of theirs, and speak thou tov.

13AndMikhay'hu said, As HASHEM liveth, only what Elohai saith, that will I speak.
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14Andwhen hewas come to HaMelech, HaMelech said unto him,Michah, shall we go to
war against Ramot Gil'ad, or shall I forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and be victorious, and
they shall be delivered into your yad.

15And HaMelech said to him, Howmany times shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing
but the emes to me in the Shem of HASHEM?

16 Then he said, I saw kol Yisroel scattered upon the mountains, like tzon that have no
ro'eh, and HASHEM said, These have no adonim; let them return therefore every ish to his
bais in shalom.

17 And the Melech Yisroel said to Yehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would not
prophesy tov untome, but rah?

18Again he said, Therefore hear theDevarHASHEM: I sawHASHEM sitting uponHis Kisse,
and all Tzva HaShomayim standing on his right and on his left.

19And HASHEM said, Who shall entice Ach'av Melech Yisroel, that he may go up and fall
at Ramot Gil'ad? And one spoke saying after this manner, and another saying after that
manner.

20 Then there came out a ruach, and stood before HASHEM, and said, I will entice him.
And HASHEM said unto him, How?

21 And he said, I will go out, and be a ruach sheker (lying spirit) in the mouth of all his
nevi'im. And HASHEM said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also succeed; go out, and
do even so.

22 Now therefore, hinei, HASHEM hath put a ruach sheker in the mouth of these thy
nevi'im, and HASHEM hath decreed ra'ah against thee.

23 Then Tzidkiyahu ben Kena'anah came near, and struck Mikhay'hu upon the lechi
(cheek), and said, Which way went the Ruach HASHEM fromme to speak unto thee?

24And Mikhay'hu said, Thou shalt find out on that yom when thou shalt go into cheder
b'cheder (inner chamber) to hide thyself.

25 Then the Melech Yisroel said, Take ye Mikhay'hu, and carry him back to Amon Sar
HaIr, and to Yoash ben HaMelech,

26And say, Thus saith HaMelech, Put this in the bais hakeleh, and feed him with only a
scanty prison diet of lechem and only mayim, until I return b'shalom.

27AndMikhay'hu said, If thou certainly return in shalom, then hath not HASHEM spoken
byme. And he said, Mark words, all ye people.

28 So theMelech Yisroel and Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudahwent up to Ramot Gil'ad.
29And the Melech Yisroel said unto Yehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and I will go to

the milchamah; but put thou on thy robes. So the Melech Yisroel disguised himself; and
they went to themilchamah.

30Now Melech Aram had commanded the commanders of the chariots that were with
him, saying, Fight ye not with katon or gadol, only with theMelech Yisroel.

31And it came to pass, when the commanders of the chariots sawYehoshaphat, that they
said, It is the Melech Yisroel. Therefore they surrounded him to fight, but Yehoshaphat
cried out, and HASHEM helped him; and Elohimmoved them away from him.

32 For it came to pass, that, when the commanders of the chariots perceived that it was
not Melech Yisroel, they turned back from pursuing him.

33And an ish drew a keshet at random, and struckMelech Yisroel between the devakim
(joints) of the shiryon (armor); therefore he said to his chariot driver, Turn thine yad, that
thoumayest takeme out of themachaneh, for I amwounded.

34And the milchamah increased that day. Howbeit the Melech Yisroel propped himself
up in his merkavah facing Aram (the Syrians) until the erev; and about the time of the
shemesh going down he died.*

19
1And Yehoshaphat Melech Yehudah returned to his Bais (Palace) in shalom in Yerusha-

layim.
2AndYehubenChananiHaChozer (the Seer)went out tomeet him, and said toHaMelech

Yehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the rasha, and love them that hate HASHEM? Therefore
ketzef (wrath) is upon thee from before HASHEM.

3 Nevertheless there are devarim tovim (good things) found in thee, in that thou hast
removed HaAsherot fromHaAretz, and hast prepared thine lev to seek HaElohim.

* 18:34 T.N. This story illustrates the great difficulty in being a preacher that people will listen to: they want to hear
what theywant to hear, and, being set in their ways, have decided tomold theHouse of G-d to their stubbornness, rather
than change or grow in the L-rd
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4 And Yehoshaphat dwelt in Yerushalayim; and he went out again among HaAm from
Be'er-Sheva to Mt Ephrayim, and he turned them back unto HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem.

5And he appointed Shofetim in HaAretz throughout all the fortified cities of Yehudah,
city by city,

6 And said to the Shofetim, Take heed what ye do, for ye judge not for adam, but for
HASHEM,Who is with you in the devar mishpat (verdict).

7Wherefore now let the Pachad HASHEM be upon you; be shomer and do it, for there
is no avlah (injustice) with HASHEM Eloheinu, nor massa panim (respect of persons), nor
mikkach shochad (taking of bribes).

8Moreover in Yerushalayim did Yehoshaphat station Levi'im, and Kohanim, and Rashei
HaAvot Yisroel, for the Mishpat HASHEM, and for riv (disputes), and they returned to
Yerushalayim.

9Andhecharged them, saying, Thus shall yedo in theyiratHASHEM, be'emunahandwith
a levav shalem.

10 And what riv soever shall come before you of your achim that dwell in your cities,
between dahm and dahm, between torah and mitzvah, chukkot and mishpatim, ye shall
even warn them that they trespass not against HASHEM, and so ketzef (wrath) come upon
you, and upon your achim; this do, and ye shall not trespass.

11 And, hinei, Amaryahu Kohen HaRosh is over you in all matters of HASHEM; and
Zevadyahu ben Yishmael, the Nagid of the Bais Yehudah, for all the matters of HaMelech;
also the Levi'im shall be shoterim (officers) before you. Deal courageously, andHASHEM be
with hatov.

20
1 It came to pass after this also, that the BneiMoav, and the Bnei Ammon, andwith them

some Ammonim, came against Yehoshaphat to makemilchamah.
2Then there came some that told Yehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude

against thee from beyond the Yam (Dead Sea), from Aram; and, hinei, they are in
Chatzetzon-Tamar, which is Ein-Gedi.

3And Yehoshaphat feared, and set his face to inquire of HASHEM, and proclaimed a tzom
throughout all Yehudah.

4And Yehudah gathered themselves together, to ask help of HASHEM, even from all the
towns of Yehudah they came to seek help of HASHEM.

5And Yehoshaphat stood in the Kehal Yehudah and Yerushalayim, in the Beis HASHEM,
before the khatzer hachadashah,

6And he said, HASHEM Elohei Avoteinu, art not Thou Elohim in Shomayim? Andmoshel
(rulest) not Thou over kol mamlechot haGoyim? And in Thine yad is there not ko'ach and
gevurah, so that none is able to withstand thee?

7 Art not Thou Eloheinu, Who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy
people Yisroel, and gavest it to the Zera Avraham ohav'cha l'olam (Thy friend forever)?

8And they dwelt therein, and have built Thee aMikdash therein for Thy Shem, saying,
9 If, when ra'ah cometh upon us, as the cherev, shefot, or dever, or ra'av (famine), we

stand before HaBeis HaZeh, and in Thy presence, (for Thy Shem is in HaBeis HaZeh,) and
cry unto Thee in tzarateinu (our affliction), then Thouwilt hear and save.

10And now, hinei, the Bnei Ammon andMoav andMt Se'ir, whom Thouwouldest not let
Yisroel invade, when they came out of Eretz Mitzrayim, but they turned from them, and
destroyed them not,

11 Hinei, what gomelim (ones repaying) they are to us, to come to drive us out of Thy
yerushah (inheritance), which Thou hast given us.

12 O Eloheinu, wilt Thou not judge them? For we have no ko'ach against this great
multitude that cometh against us; neither knowwewhat to do, but our eyes areuponThee.

13And all Yehudah stood before HASHEM, with their little ones, their nashim, and their
banim.

14Then upon Yachaziel ben Zecharyahu ben Benayah ben Ye'iel benMatanyah, a Levi of
the Bnei Asaph, came the Ruach HASHEM in themidst of the Kahal,

15And he said, Pay heed ye, all Yehudah, and ye inhabitants of Yerushalayim, and thou
Melech Yehoshaphat. Thus saith HASHEM unto you: Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason
of this great multitude; for themilchamah is not yours, but that of Elohim.

16Makhar (tomorrow) go ye down against them; hinei, they come up by the Ascent of
Tzitz; and ye shall find them at the end of the wadi, before themidbar of Yeruel.
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17 Ye shall not need to fight in this; take up your battle positions, stand ye firm, and see
the Yeshu'at HASHEM with you, O Yehudah and Yerushalayim. Fear not, nor be dismayed;
makhar (tomorrow) go out against them, for HASHEMwill be with you.

18AndYehoshaphat bowedhis headwith his face to the ground; and all Yehudah and the
inhabitants of Yerushalayim fell down before HASHEM, worshiping HASHEM.

19And theLevi'im, of theBneiHaKehatim, andof theBneiHaKorchim, stoodup to praise
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel with an exceeding kol gadol.

20 And they rose early in the boker, and went forth into the Midbar Tekoa; and as
they went forth, Yehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Yehudah, and ye inhabitants of
Yerushalayim. Ha'aminu BaHASHEM Eloheichem (Believe in HASHEM Eloheichem), so shall
ye be established; have faith in His Nevi'im, so shall ye be victorious.

21 And when he had consulted with HaAm, he appointed meshorarim (singers) unto
HASHEM, and that should praise the hadrat kodesh, as they went out before the army, and
to say, Hodu L'Adonoi ki l'olam chasdo (Give thanks to HASHEM, for His mercy endureth
forever).

22And when they began with rinnah and tehillah, HASHEM set me'arevim (ambushers)
against the Bnei Ammon, Moav, andMt Se'ir, which were come against Yehudah, and they
were struck down.

23 For the Bnei Ammon and Moav stood up against the inhabitants of Mt Se'ir, utterly to
slay and destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Se'ir, every
one helped to destroy another.

24AndwhenYehudah came toward themitzpeh (guard tower) in themidbar, they looked
toward the multitude, and, hinei, they were pegarim (corpses) fallen on the ground, and
there was no escapee.

25 And when Yehoshaphat and his people came to carry off the plunder of them, they
found among them in abundance both property with the pegarim, and articles of value,
which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away, and they were
yamim shelosha in gathering of the plunder, it was somuch.

26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the Berakhah Valley, for there
they blessed HASHEM; therefore the shem of that place was called, the Berakhah Valley
unto this day.

27 Then they returned, kol ish Yehudah and Yerushalayim, and Yehoshaphat in the
forefront of them, to go again to Yerushalayimwith simcha; forHASHEMhadmade them to
rejoice over their enemies.

28And they came to Yerushalayimwith nevalim and kinnorot and khatzotzerot unto the
Beis HASHEM.

29And the Pachad Elohimwas on all the kingdoms of those lands, when they had heard
that HASHEM fought against the oyevei Yisroel.

30 So theMalchut Yehoshaphat was at peace, for Elohav gave him rest on every side.
31 And Yehoshaphat reigned over Yehudah. He was thirty and five years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years in Yerushalayim. And shem immo
was Azuvah bat Shilchi.

32And hewalked in the derech Aviv Asa, and departed not from it, doing that whichwas
yashar in the sight of HASHEM.

33Howbeit the high places were not removed; for HaAm as yet had not set their hearts
unto Elohei Avoteihem.

34Now the rest of the acts of Yehoshaphat, harishonimandha'acharonim, hinei, they are
written in the Annals of Yehu ben Chanani, who is recorded in the Sefer of the Melachim
of Yisroel.

35Andafter thisdidYehoshaphatMelechYehudah joinhimself inalliancewithAchazyah
Melech Yisroel, who did very wickedly;

36Andhe joinedhimselfwithhim tomakeoniyot (ships) to go to Tarshish, and theymade
the oniyot in Etzyon-Gever.

37 Then Eli'ezer ben Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Yehoshaphat, saying,
Because thou hast joined thyself in alliance with Achazyahu, HASHEM hath wrecked thy
ma'asim. And the oniyot were wrecked, that they were not able to sail to Tarshish.*

21
1Now Yehoshaphat slept with his avot, and was buried with his avot in Ir Dovid. And

Yehoram bno reigned in his place.

* 20:37 T.N. Yehoshaphat had a weakness for entangling himself with non-believers and suffering the consequences.
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2And he had achim, the Bnei Yehoshaphat, Azaryah, and Yechiel, and Zecharyahu, and
Azaryahu, and Micha'el, and Shephatyahu. All these were the Bnei Yehoshaphat Melech
Yisroel.

3And their av have given themmattanot rabbot of kesef, and of zahav, and of precious
things, with fortified cities in Yehudah, but theMamlachah (Kingdom)he gave to Yehoram;
because he was the bechor.

4Nowwhen Yehoramwas risen up to theMamlachah of his av, he strengthened himself,
and slaughtered all his achim with the cherev, and also a number of the sarim (leading
political figures) of Yisroel.

5 Yehoram was thirty and two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
shemoneh shanim in Yerushalayim.

6And he walked in the derech of the melachim of Yisroel, as did the Bais Ach'av, for he
had the Bat Ach'av to wife, and he wrought that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM.

7However, HASHEMwas not willing to destroy the Bais Dovid, for the sake of HaBrit that
He had cutwith Dovid, and since He promised to give a ner (lamp) to him and to his banim
kol hayamim.

8 In the days of Yehoram, Edom rebelled from under the yad Yehudah, and made
themselves amelech.

9ThenYehoramwent forthwith his sarim (princes), and all his chariotswith him, andhe
roseupby lailah, and struckdownEdomwhichhadsurroundedhim, and the commanders
of the chariots.

10So the Edomites rebelled from under the yad Yehudah unto this day. At the same time
also did Livnah rebel fromunder his yad, because he had forsakenHASHEM Elohei Avotav.

11Moreover he built high places* in the mountains of Yehudah and caused the inhabi-
tants of Yerushalayim to commit fornication, and led Yehudah astray.

12 And there came a miktav (letter) to him from Eliyahu HaNavi, saying, Thus saith
HASHEM Elohei Dovid Avicha, Because thou hast not walked in the darkhei Yehoshaphat
Avicha, nor in the darkhei AsaMelech Yehudah,

13But hast walked in the derech of themelachim of Yisroel, and hastmade Yehudah and
the inhabitants of Yerushalayim to go a-whoring, like the whoredoms of the Bais Ach'av,
and also hast murdered thy achim of Bais Avicha, which were better than thee;

14Hinei, with a maggefah gedolah (great plague)will HASHEM strike thy people, and thy
banim, and thy nashim, and all thy possessions;

15And thou shalt have cholayim rabbim with machla (disease) of thy bowels, until thy
bowels come out by reason of the choli yamim al yamim.

16 Moreover HASHEM stirred up against Yehoram the ruach HaPelishtim, and of the
Arabs, who lived near the Cushim;

17And they cameup against Yehudah, and invaded, and carried away all the possessions
that were found in the Bais HaMelech, and also his banim, and his nashim; so that there
was left him not a ben except Yehoachaz (Achazyahu, Ahaziah), the youngest of his banim.

18And after all this HASHEM struck him in his bowelswith a choli forwhich therewas no
marpeh.

19 And it came to pass that in process of time, after the end of two years, his bowels
protruded out by reason of his choli; so he died in great pain. And his people kindled no
pyre in his honor, as they had done for his avot.

20 Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned in Yerusha-
layim shemoneh shanim, and departed without chemdah (desire [for him]). Howbeit they
buried him in the Ir Dovid, but not in the kevarot hamelachim.

22
1And the inhabitants ofYerushalayimmadeAchazyahu (Ahaziahof Judah)his* youngest

son melech in his place; for the troops that came with the Arabs into the machaneh had
slain all the eldest. So Achazyahu (Ahaziah) ben YehoramMelech Yehudah reigned.

2 Twenty and two years old was Achazyahu (Ahaziah) when he began to reign, and he
reigned one year in Yerushalayim And shem immowas Atalyah bat Omri.†

3 He also walked in the darkhei Bais Ach'av (Ahab); for immo (his mother) was his
counselor to do rah.

4Thereforehedid rah in the eyes ofHASHEM like theBaisAch'av (HouseofAhab); for they
were his yo'atzim (counselors) after themot (death) of his av to his‡ ruin.

* 21:11 unlawful altars * 22:1 i.e., Yehoramʼs † 22:2 i.e., granddaughter of Omri the father of Ahab ‡ 22:4 i.e.,
Achazyahuʼs, Ahaziahʼs
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5He walked also after their etza (advice, counsel), and went with Yehoram ben Ach'av
MelechYisroel towaragainstChazaelMelechAram (Syria)atRamotGil'ad; and theSyrians
wounded Yoram.

6And he (Yehoram) returned to Yizre'el (Jezreel) to recover fromhiswoundswhichwere
inflicted upon him at Ramah, when he fought with ChazaelMelech Aram. And Achazyahu
(Ahaziah) ben YehoramMelech Yehudahwent down to see Yehoramben Ach'av at Yizre'el
(Jezreel), because he was wounded.

7 And the tevusat Achazyahu (downfall of Ahaziah) was of Elohim in coming to Yoram,
for when he arrived, he went out with Yehoram against Yehu ben Nimshi, whomHASHEM
had anointed to cut off the Bais Ach'av (the House of Ahab).

8 And it came to pass, that, when Yehu was executing mishpat upon the Bais Ach'av,
and found the sarei Yehudah, and the bnei achei Achazyahu that were in attendance with
Achazyahu, he slaughtered them.

9 And he searched for Achazyahu, and they captured him while he was hiding in
Shomron (Samaria), and brought him to Yehu; and when they had slain him, they buried
him. Because, they said, he is a ben Yehoshaphat, who sought HASHEM with all his levav.
So the Bais Achazyahu had no koach to retain themamlachah (kingdom).

10 But when Atalyah em Achazyahu saw that her son was dead, she arose and began
destroying kol zera hamamlachah (all the royal seed) of the Bais Yehudah.

11 But Yehoshavat Bat HaMelech, took Yoash ben Achazyahu, and stole him away from
among the Bnei HaMelech that were being murdered, and put him and his nurse in a
cheder hamittot (bedroom). So Yehoshavat Bat HaMelech Yehoram, the isha of Yehoyada
HaKohen, (for she was the achot of Achazyahu), hid him from Atalyah, so that she
slaughtered him not.

12Andhewaswith themhid in the Bais Elohim shesh shanim. AndAtalyah reigned over
HaAretz.

23
1 And in the seventh year Yehoyada strengthened himself, and took the commanders

of hundreds, Azaryah ben Yerocham, and Yishmael ben Yehochanan, and Azaryahu ben
Oved, andMa'aseiyahu ben Adayahu, and Elishaphat ben Zichri, into brit with him.

2 And they went about in Yehudah, and gathered the Levi'im out of all the towns of
Yehudah, and the Rashei HaAvot of Yisroel, and they came to Yerushalayim.

3 And Kol HaKahal made a brit with HaMelech in the Beis Elohim. And he* said unto
them, Hinei, the Ben HaMelech shall reign, just as HASHEM hath said of the Bnei Dovid.

4This is the thing that ye shall do: A third part of you coming on duty on Shabbos, of the
Kohanim and of the Levi'im, shall keep watch at the doors;

5And a third part shall be at the Bais HaMelech; and a third part at the Sha'ar HaYesod;
and Kol HaAm shall be in the Khatzerot of the Beis HASHEM.

6 But let none enter into the Beis HASHEM, except the Kohanim, and the ministering
Levi'im; they shall go in, for they are kodesh; but Kol HaAm shall be shomer over the
mishmeret HASHEM(the instructions ofHASHEM).

7And the Levi'im shall surround HaMelech, every ish with his weapon in his yad; and
whosoever else cometh into the Beis, he shall be put to death, but be ye with HaMelech
when he cometh in, and when he goeth out.

8So the Levi'im and all Yehudah did according to all things that Yehoyada HaKohen had
commanded, and took every ish his men that were to go on duty on Shabbos, with them
that were to go off duty on Shabbos; for Yehoyada HaKohen dismissed not themachlekot.

9Moreover Yehoyada HaKohen delivered to the commanders of hundreds spears, and
large shields, and small shields, that had belonged to Dovid HaMelech, which were in the
Beis Elohim.

10Andhe stationedkolhaAmforaguardaroundHaMelech, every ishhavinghisweapon
in his yad, from the right side of the Beis to the left side of the Beis, near theMizbe'ach and
Beis.

11Then they brought out the Ben HaMelech, and put upon him the nezer, and gave him
the Edut, and proclaimed him Melech. And Yehoyada and his banim anointed him, and
shouted, Yechi HaMelech!

12 Now when Atalyah heard the noise of HaAm running and cheering HaMelech, she
came to HaAm into the Beis HASHEM,

13 And she looked, and, hinei, HaMelech stood at his ammud at the entrance, and
the sarim and the khatzotzerot (trumpeters) beside HaMelech; and Kol HaAm HaAretz

* 23:3 i.e., Kohen Gadol Yehoyada
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same'ach (rejoiced), and sounded the khatzotzerot, also themeshorarimwith instruments
of music, and the praise leaders. Then Atalyah tore her robe, shouted, Kesher, Kesher!

14ThenYehoyadaHaKohenbrought out the commanders of hundreds thatwere set over
the army, and said unto them, Bring her out between the sederot (ranks); and whosoever
followeth her, let him be put to death with the cherev. For the Kohen said, Do not put her
to death in the Beis HASHEM.

15 So they laid hands on her; and when she was come to the entrance of the Sha'ar
HaSusim by the Beis HaMelech, they put her to death there.

16 And Yehoyada made a brit between him, and between Kol HaAm, and between
HaMelech, that they should be Am LaHASHEM.

17 Then kol HaAm went to the Beis HaBa'al, and tore it down, and broke in pieces its
mizbechot and its tzelem, and slaughteredMattanKohenHaBaal in front of themizbechot.

18Also Yehoyada assigned the Pekudot of the Beis HASHEMby the yad of the Kohanim the
Levi'im,whomDovidhadassigned in theBeisHASHEM, to offer olotHASHEM, as it iswritten
in the Torat Moshe, with simcha andwith shir, as it was ordained by Dovid.

19 And he set the Sho'arim at the Sha'arei Beis HASHEM, that none tamei in any thing
should enter in.

20Andhe took the commanders ofhundreds, and thenobles, and themoshelimofHaAm,
and Kol HaAm HaAretz, and brought down HaMelech from the Beis HASHEM; and they
came through the Sha'ar HaElyon into the Beis HaMelech, and seated HaMelech upon the
Kisse HaMamlachah.

21 And kol Am HaAretz rejoiced; and the Ir was quiet after that they had put to death
Atalyah with the cherev.

24
1Yoash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned arba'im shanah in

Yerushalayim. Shem immo also was Tzivyah of Be'er-Sheva.
2 And Yoash did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM kol yemei Yehoyada

HaKohen.
3And Yehoyada took for him nashim shtayim; and he fathered banim and banot.
4And it came to pass after this, that Yoash wasminded to renovate the Bais HASHEM.
5 And he called together the Kohanim and the Levi'im, and said to them, Go out unto

the towns of Yehudah, and collect from Kol Yisroel kesef to repair the Bais Eloheichem
annually, and see that ye hasten thematter. Howbeit the Levi'im hastened it not.

6 And HaMelech called for Yehoyada HaRosh, and said unto him, Why hast thou not
required of the Levi'im to bring in from Yehudah and from Yerushalayim the mas'at (the
tax of)Moshe Eved HASHEM and the Kahal L'Yisroel L'Ohel HaEdut?

7 For the sons of that wicked woman Atalyah had broken in the Beis HaElohim; all the
Kadshei Beis HASHEM did they bestow upon Ba'alim.

8And at the commandment of HaMelech they made aron echad and set it outside at the
Sha'ar Beis HASHEM.

9And theymade a proclamation in Yehudah and in Yerushalayim, to bring in to HASHEM
themas'at Moshe Eved HaElohim laid upon Yisroel in themidbar.

10And all the sarim and kol HaAm rejoiced, and brought in, and dropped into the aron,
until it was full.

11 Now it came to pass, that at what time the aron was brought unto the Pekuddat
HaMelech by the yad of the Levi'im, and when they saw that there was much kesef, the
Sofer HaMelech and the official, the Pakid KohenHaRosh came and emptied the aron, and
took it, and carried it to its place again. Thus they did yom b'yom, and collected kesef in
abundance.

12 And HaMelech and Yehoyada gave it to such as did the work of the Avodas Beis
HASHEM, and hired masons and carpenters to renovate the Beis HASHEM, and also such
as wrought barzel and nechoshet to repair the Beis HASHEM.

13 So the workmen wrought, and the work in the yad of them was furthered, and they
restored the Beis HaElohim to its original form and reinforced it.

14Andwhen they hadfinished it, they brought the rest of the kesef beforeHaMelech and
Yehoyada, whereof were made vessels for the Beis HASHEM, even keli sharet, and for the
olot, and ladles, and vessels of zahav and kesef. And they offered olot in the Beis HASHEM
continually all the days of Yehoyada.

15But Yehoyada was old, and was full of yamim when he died: 130 years old was he in
his mot.
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16And they buried him in Ir Dovid among the Melachim, because he had done tovah in
Yisroel, both toward HaElohim, and His Beis.

17 Now after the mot Yehoyada came the sarim of Yehudah, and paid homage to
HaMelech. Then HaMelech paid heed unto them.

18 And they forsook the Beis HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem, and served HaAsherim and
the atzabim; and ketzef (wrath) came upon Yehudah and Yerushalayim because of their
trespass.

19 Yet He sent Nevi'im to them, to bring them back unto HASHEM; and they testified
against them; but they would not give ear.

20 And the Ruach Elohim came upon Zecharyah ben Yehoyada HaKohen, which stood
before HaAm and he said unto them, Thus saith HaElohim,Why transgress ye themitzvot
HASHEM, that ye cannot prosper? Because ye have forsook HASHEM, He hath also forsaken
you.

21And they conspired against him, and stoned himwith stones at the order of HaMelech
in the khatzer of the Beis HASHEM.

22Thus Yoash HaMelech remembered not the chesed which Yehoyada Aviv had done to
him, but slaughtered bno. And when he died, he said, May HASHEM look upon it, and may
He call to account.

23 And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the army of Aram came up against
him, they invaded Yehudah and Yerushalayim, destroyed all the sarim of the people from
among HaAm, sent all their plunder unto Melech Darmesek (Damascus).

24 For the army of Aram came with a small company of men, and HASHEM delivered a
very great army into their yad, because they had forsaken HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem. So
they executed shefatim against Yoash.

25Andwhen theywithdrew fromhim, (for they left himwithmachaluyim rabbim ),* his
ownavadimconspiredagainsthimonaccountof thedahmof theBneiYehoyadaHaKohen,
and slaughtered him on his bed, and he died; and they buried him in Ir Dovid, but they
buried him not in the Kivrot HaMelachim.

26And these are they that conspired against him: Zavad ben Shim'at an Ammonit, and
Yehozavad ben Shimrit the Moavit.

27Now concerning his banim, and the rav hamassa concerning him, and the repairing
of the Beis HaElohim, hinei, they are written in the Midrash Sefer HaMelachim. And
Amatzyah bno reigned in his place.

25
1Amatzyah was 25 old when he began to reign, and he reigned 29 shanah in Yerusha-

layim. And shem immowas Yeho'addin of Yerushalayim.
2And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, but not with a levav shalem.
3 Now it came to pass, when the mamlachah was established under him, that he

slaughtered his avadim that hadmurdered HaMelech Aviv.
4 But he slaughtered not their banim, but did as it is written in the Torah in the Sefer

Moshe, where HASHEM commanded, saying, The avot shall not die for the banim, neither
shall the banim die for the avot, but every ish shall die for his own chet.

5Moreover Amatzyahu gathered Yehudah together, and set them in order in Bais Avot
by officers of thousands and officers of hundreds, throughout all Yehudah and Binyamin;
and hemustered them from esrim shanah and above, and found them three hundred elef
bachur, battle-ready choice men, that could handle spear and shield.

6He hired also a hundred elef gibbor chayil out of Yisroel for a hundred talents of kesef.
7But there came an Ish HaElohim to him, saying, O HaMelech, let not the Tzeva Yisroel

go with thee; for HASHEM is not with Yisroel, not with kol Bnei Ephrayim.
8 But if thou wilt go, do it; chazak (be strong) for the milchamah; HaElohim shall make

thee fall before the enemy, for Elohim hath ko'ach to help, and to cast down.
9AndAmatzyahu said to the IshHaElohim, Butwhat shall we do for the hundred talents

which I havepaid for the armyof Yisroel? And the IshHaElohimanswered,HASHEM is able
to give theemuchmore than this.

10ThenAmatzyahu separated them, thearmy thathadcome tohimfromEphrayim, to go
homeagain; therefore their angerwas greatly kindledagainst Yehudah, and they returned
home in chari af (great anger).

11And Amatzyahu strengthened himself, led forth his army, went to the Gey HaMelach,
struck down 10,000 of the Bnei Se'ir.

* 24:25manywounds
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12And another 10,000 left chayyim (alive) did the Bnei Yehudah carry away captive, and
brought them unto the top of the cliff, and cast them down from the top of the cliff, that
they all were dashed to pieces.

13But the soldiers of the armywhich Amatzyahu sent back, that they should not gowith
him to milchamah, fell upon the cities of Yehudah, from Shomron even unto Beit-Choron,
and struck down three thousand of them, and tookmuch plunder.

14Now it came to pass, after that Amatzyahu returned from the slaughter of the people
of Edom, that he brought the elohei Bnei Se'ir, and set them up for him to be elohim, and
bowed down himself before them, and burned ketoret unto them.

15Therefore theAfHASHEMwaskindledagainstAmatzyahu, andhe sentuntohimanavi,
which said unto him,Whyhast thou sought after the elohei haAm,which could not deliver
their own people out of thine yad?

16 And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that HaMelech said unto him, Art thou
appointed the adviser to HaMelech? Forbear. Why shouldest thou be struck down? Then
the navi forbore, and said, I know that Elohim hath determined to destroy thee, because
thou hast done this, and hast not paid heed untomy etza (counsel).

17 Then Amatzyahu Melech Yehudah consulted, and sent to Yoash ben Yehoachaz ben
Yehu, Melech Yisroel, saying, Come, let us meet face to face.

18And YoashMelech Yisroel sent to AmatzyahuMelech Yehudah, saying, The thistle that
was in the Levanon sent to the cedar that was in the Levanon, saying, Give thy bat to
beni (my son) as isha; then there passed by a chayyat hasadeh (wild beast) that was in the
Levanon, and trode down the thistle.

19 Thou sayest, Hinei, thou hast struck down the people of Edom; and thine lev lifteth
thee up to be proud. Abide now at home. Why shouldest thou meddle to thine hurt, that
thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Yehudahwith thee?

20But Amatzyahwould not hear, for it came fromHaElohim, that Hemight deliver them
into the yad of their enemies, because they sought after the elohei Edom.

21 So Yoash Melech Yisroel went up and they met face to face, both he and Amatzyahu
Melech Yehudah, at Beit-Shemesh, which belongeth to Yehudah.

22And Yehudahwas routed before Yisroel, and they fled every ish to his ohel.
23 And Yoash Melech Yisroel captured Amatzyahu Melech Yehudah ben Yoash ben

Yehoachaz, at Beit-Shemesh, and brought him to Yerushalayim, and broke down the
Chomat Yerushalayim from the Sha'ar Ephrayim to the Sha'ar HaPinnah, a section the
length of which was four hundred cubits.

24 And he took all the zahav and the kesef, and all the vessels that were found in the
Beis HaElohim with Oved-Edom, and the otzerot Bais HaMelech, the hostages also, and
returned to Shomron.

25And Amatzyahu ben YoashMelech Yehudah lived after the mot Yoash ben Yehoachaz
Melech Yisroel fifteen years.

26Now the rest of the acts of Amatzyahu, harishonim and ha'acharonim, hinei, are they
not written in the Sefer of the Melachim of Yehudah and Yisroel?

27Now after the time that Amatzyah did turn away from following HASHEM theymade a
kesher against him in Yerushalayim; and he fled to Lakhish, but they sent to Lakhish after
him, and slaughtered him there.

28And they brought him upon susim, and buried himwith Avotav in Ir Yehudah.

26
1 Then kol HaAm Yehudah took Uziyahu, who was sixteen years old, and made him

Melech in the place of Aviv Amatzyahu.
2He built up Eilot, and restored it to Yehudah, after that HaMelech* slept with Avotav.
3 Sixteen years old was Uziyahu when he began to reign, and he reigned fifty and two

shanah in Yerushalayim. Shem immo also was Yecholyah of Yerushalayim.
4 And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that Aviv

Amatzyahu did.
5Andhe sought Elohim in the days of Zecharyahu,whohadunderstanding in the visions

of HaElohim; and as long as he sought HASHEM, HaElohimmade him to have success.
6And he went forth and warred against the Pelishtim (Philistines), and broke down the

chomatGat, and thechomatYavneh, and thechomatAshdod, andbuilt townsnearAshdod,
and among the Pelishtim (Philistines).

* 26:2 Amatzyahu
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7AndHaElohimhelpedhimagainst thePelishtim (Philistines), andagainst theArabs that
dwelt in Gur-Ba'al, and theMe'unim.

8 And the Ammonim gave minchah to Uziyahu, and shmo spread abroad even to the
approach to Mitzrayim; for he strengthened himself exceedingly.

9Moreover Uziyahu built migdalim (towers) in Yerushalayim at the Sha'ar HaPinnah,
and at the Sha'ar of the Gey, and at the Miktzo'a, and he fortified them.

10Also he built migdalim in the midbar, and dug borot rabbim (many wells), for he had
much livestock, both in the Shefelah (Lowlands), and in theMishor (Plains, Level Country);
ikkarim (field workers, farmers) also, and koremim (vineyardworkers, vine-keepers) in the
hills, and in the Carmel, for he loved adamah (the soil).

11 Moreover Uziyahu had an army of fighting men that went out to tzava (battle)
in troops, according to the number of their mustering by the yad Ye'iel the Sofer and
Ma'aseiyahu the Shoter (Officer), under the yad Chananyahu, one of the officials of
HaMelech.

12The whole mispar (number) of the Rashei HaAvot over the mighty warriors were two
thousand and six hundred.

13And under their yadwas a battle group, three hundred thousand and seven thousand
andfive hundred, thatmademilchamahwithmighty ko'ach, to helpHaMelech against the
enemy.

14 And Uziyahu prepared for them throughout all the army moginim (shields), and
spears, and helmets, and armor, and bows, and slingstones.

15And he made in Yerushalayim machines designed by inventive engineers, for use on
themigdalim and upon the corners of the city wall, to shoot khitzim (arrows) and avanim
gedolot. And shmo spread far abroad, for he wasmarvellously helped, until when chazak
(he became powerful).

16 But when he became powerful, his lev was lifted up to his downfall, for he was
unfaithful againstHASHEMElohav, andheentered into theHeikhalHASHEMtoburnketoret
upon theMizbe'ach HaKetoret.

17 And Azaryahu HaKohen went in after him, and with him shemonim Kohanim of
HASHEM, that weremen of courage.

18 And they stood up against Uziyahu HaMelech, and said unto him, It is not for you,
Uziyahu, to burn ketoret unto HASHEM, but to the Kohanim the Bnei Aharon, that are
hamekudashim (consecrated and ritually pure) to burn ketoret. Go out from the Mikdash,
for thou hast been treacherous; neither shall it be for thine kavod (honor) from HASHEM
Elohim.

19 Then Uziyahu became angry, and had a mikteret (censer) in his yad to burn ketoret,
and while he was raging with the Kohanim, the tzara'at even broke out on his metzach
(forehead) before the Kohanim in the Beis HASHEM, near theMizbe'ach HaKetoret.

20And Azaryahu the Kohen HaRosh, and all the Kohanim, looked upon him, and, hinei,
hewas leprous on hismetzach, and they thrust him out from there; yea, he himself hasted
also to go out, because HASHEM nun-gimmel-ayin-vav.†

21AndUziyahuHaMelechwasmetzorah (a leper) unto his yommot, and dwelt in a leper
asylumhouse, because of his leprosy; for hewas nigzar‡ from the BeisHASHEM; andYotam
bnowas over the Bais HaMelech, governing the AmHaAretz.

22Now the rest of the acts of Uziyah, harishonim and ha'acharonim, did Yeshayahu ben
Amotz, HaNavi, record.

23SoUziyahusleptwithAvotav, and theyburiedhimwithAvotav in the sadehhakevurah
which belonged to the Melachim; for they said, He is a metzorah. And Yotam bno reigned
in his place. Yotam was twenty and five shanah when he began to reign, and he was king
sixteen shanah in Yerushalayim.

27
1The shem immo also was Yerusha bat Tzadok.
2And he did that which was yashar (right) in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that

his av Uziyah did; howbeit he entered not into the Heikhal HASHEM. And the people did
corruptly still.

3He built the upper sha'ar Beis HASHEM, and on the chomat Ophel he built much.

† 26:20 had smitten him, afflicted him, see Isa 53:8,10 where HASHEM has the “nega” fall on not on this Ben Dovid
Uziyahu, but on Moshiach Ben Dovid ‡ 26:21 See Isa 53:8 which uses same word nigzar, “excluded,” of Moshiach
whowas nigzar from the land of the living, meaningMoshiach died
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4Moreover he built towns in the har Yehudah, and in the forests he built fortresses and
migdalim.

5He fought also with Melech Bnei Ammon, and prevailed against them. And the Bnei
Ammon gave him the same year a hundred talents of kesef, and ten thousand measures
of chittim (wheat), and ten thousand of se'orim (barley). The Bnei Ammon did pay this
amount unto him, both the second year, and the third.

6SoYotambecamemighty, becausehemade thedarkhei Yotamsteadfast beforeHASHEM
Elohav.

7 Now the rest of the divrei Yotam, and all his milchamot, and his ways, lo, they are
written in the sefer of themelachim of Yisroel and Yehudah.

8Hewas five and twenty shanahwhen he began to reign, and reigned sixteen shanah in
Yerushalayim.

9And Yotam slept with his avot, and they buried him in Ir Dovid; and Achaz bno reigned
in his place.

28
1Achazwas 20when he began to reign, and he reigned 16 years in Yerushalayim; but he

did not that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, like Dovid Aviv,
2 For he walked in the ways of the melachim of Yisroel, and made also massekhot for

Ba'alim.
3Moreover he burned ketoret in the Gey BenHinnom, and burned his banim in the eish,

after the to'avot of the GoyimwhomHASHEM had driven out before the Bnei Yisroel.
4Healso sacrificed andburned ketoret on the high places, and on the hilltops, andunder

every green tree.
5Therefore HASHEM Elohav delivered him into the yadMelech Aram; and they defeated

him, and carried off a great multitude of prisoners, and brought them to Damascus. And
he was also delivered into the yadMelech Yisroel, who inflicted on himmakkah gedolah.

6For Pekach ben Remalyahu slaughtered in Yehudah 120 elef in yom echad, whichwere
all valiant men; because they had forsaken HASHEM Elohei Avotam.

7 And Zichri, a gibbor of Ephrayim, slaughtered Ma'aseiyahu ben HaMelech, and
Azrikam the Nagid HaBais, and ElkanahMishneh HaMelech.

8And the Bnei Yisroel carried away captive of their achim 200 elef nashim, banim, and
banot, and took also away much plunder from them, and carried back the plunder to
Shomron.

9 But a navi of HASHEM was there shmo Oded, and he went out before the faces of
the tzava returning to Shomron, and said unto them, Hinei, because HASHEM Elohei
Avoteichemwas angry with Yehudah, He hath delivered them into your yad, and ye have
slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto Shomayim.

10 And now ye intend to keep under the Bnei Yehudah and Yerushalayim for avadim
and shefachot unto you, but are there not with you, even with you, sins against HASHEM
Eloheichem?

11Now hear me therefore, and send back the prisoners, which ye have taken captive of
your achim, for the Charon Af HASHEM is upon you.

12 Then certain anashim of the Rashei Bnei Ephrayim, Azaryahu ben Yehochanan,
Berechyahu ben Meshillemot, Yechizkiyahu ben Shallum, and Amasa ben Chadlai, stood
up against them that came from the tzava,

13 And said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the prisoners here; for whereas we have
offended against HASHEM already, ye intend to addmore to chattotenu and to ashmatenu,
for our guilt is great, and there is Charon Af against Yisroel.

14 So the soldiers released the prisoners and the plunder before the sarim and kol
HaKahal.

15And the men which were designated by shemot rose up, and took the prisoners, and
with the plunder clothed all that were naked among them, and arrayed them, and shod
them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and put balm on them, and carried all the weak
of them upon donkeys, and brought them to Yericho, the Ir Temarim, to their achim. Then
they returned to Shomron.

16At that time did HaMelech Achaz send unto themelachim of Assyria to help him.
17 For again the people of Edom had come and attacked Yehudah, and carried away

prisoners.
18ThePelishtimalsohad invaded the townsof theShefelah, andof theNegevofYehudah,

and had taken Beit-Shemesh, Ayalon, Gederot, and Sokhoh with the villages thereof, and
Timnahwith thevillages thereof, Gimzoalsoand thevillages thereof, and theydwelt there.
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19 For HASHEM brought Yehudah low because of Achaz Melech Yisroel, for he brought
disgrace to Yehudah, and acted treacherously against HASHEM.

20And Tilgat PilneserMelech Ashur came unto him, and oppressed him, but helped him
not.

21For Achaz took away a portion out of the Beis HASHEM, and out of the Bais HaMelech,
and of the sarim, and gave it unto Melech Ashur, but he helped him not.

22And in the time of his distress he did act evenmore unfaithfully against HASHEM. This
is that Melech Achaz.

23For he sacrificed unto the elohei Damascus, which defeated him, and he said, Because
the elohim of themelachim of Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to them, that they
may helpme. But they were the ruin of him, and of kol Yisroel.

24And Achaz gathered together the vessels of the Beis HaElohim, and cut up the vessels
of theBeisHaElohimand shut up thedaletot BeisHASHEM, andhe set up for himmizbechot
in every corner of Yerushalayim.

25 And in every town in Yehudah he made high places to burn ketoret unto elohim
acherim, and provoked to anger HASHEM Elohei Avotav.

26Now the rest of his acts and of all his ways, the rishonim and the acharonim, hinei,
they are written in the Sefer of the Melachim of Yehudah and Yisroel.

27And Achaz slept with Avotav, and they buried him in the city, even in Yerushalayim,
but they brought him not into the keverim of the Melachim of Yisroel. And Chizkiyahu
(Yechizkiyahu) bno reigned in his place.

29
1Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) began to reignwhen hewas 25 years old, and he reigned 29

years in Yerushalayim. And the shem immowas Aviyah bat Zecharyahu.
2 And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that Dovid

Aviv had done.
3 He in the first year of his reign, in the chodesh harishon, opened the daletot Beis

HASHEM, and repaired them.
4And he brought in the Kohanim and the Levi'im, and gathered them together into the

rechov hamizrach (eastern plaza),
5 And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levi'im, set yourselves apart as kodesh now and

consecrate the Beis HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem, and remove the niddah (contamination)
fromHaKodesh.

6 For Avoteinu have been unfaithful, and have done that which is rah in the eyes of
HASHEM Eloheinu, have forsaken Him, have turned away their faces from the Mishkan
HASHEM, and to it they have turned their backs.

7Also they have shut the daletot of the Ulam, and put out the nerot, and have not burned
ketoret nor offered olah in HaKodesh unto Elohei Yisroel.

8 Therefore the wrath of HASHEM was upon Yehudah and Yerushalayim, and he hath
caused them to be a horror and an object of scorn and hissing, as ye see with your eyes.

9For, hinei, Avoteinu have fallen by the cherev, our banim, our banot, our nashim are in
captivity for this.

10Now it is in mine lev to make a Brit with HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, that His fierce wrath
may turn away from us.

11My banim, be not now negligent, for HASHEM hath chosen you to stand before Him, to
serve Him, and that ye shouldminister unto Him, and burn ketoret.

12 Then the Levi'im arose: Machat ben Amasai, and Yoel ben Azaryahu, of the Bnei
HaKehati; and of the Bnei Merari, Kish ben Avdi, Azaryahu ben Yehallelel; and, of the
Gershoni, Yoach ben Zimmah, and Eden ben Yoach;

13Andof theBnei Elitzaphan, Shimri, andYe'iel; and of theBnei Asaph; Zecharyahu, and
Matanyahu;

14Andof the BneiHeman, Yechiel, and Shime'i; and of the Bnei Yedutun, Shema'yah, and
Uzziel.

15 And they gathered their achim, and set themselves apart as kodesh, and went in,
according to the mitzvat HaMelech, by the words of HASHEM, to make tahor the Beis
HASHEM.

16And the Kohanim went into the penimah (inner part) Beis HASHEM, to make it tahor,
and brought out all tumah that they found in the Heikhal HASHEM into the khatzer
(courtyard) of the Beis HASHEM. And the Levi'im took it, to carry it outside into the Wadi
Kidron.
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17Now they began on the first day of the chodesh harishon to set apart as kodesh, and
on the eighth day of themonth they came to the UlamHASHEM; so they set apart as kodesh
the Beis HASHEM in eight days; and in the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.

18Then they went penimah to Chizkiyahu HaMelech, and said, We have made tahor all
the Beis HASHEM, and theMizbe'achHaOlah, with all the vessels thereof, and the Shulchan
HaMa'arechet (Table of the Stacks of Showbread), with all the vessels thereof.

19Moreover all the kelim (vessels), whichHaMelech Achaz in his reign did remove in his
unfaithfulness, have we prepared and set apart as kodesh, and, hinei, they are before the
Mizbe'ach HASHEM.

20ThenChizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu)HaMelechgot up, andgathered the sarimofHaIr, and
went up to the Beis HASHEM.

21And theybrought sevenbulls, and seven rams, and seven lambs, and sevenmale goats,
for a chattat (sin offering) for the Mamlachah (Kingdom), and for the Mikdash, and for
Yehudah. Andhe commanded theBneiAharonHaKohanim tooffer themon theMizbe'ach
HASHEM.

22 So they slaughtered the bulls, and the kohanim received the dahm, and sprinkled it
on theMizbe'ach; likewise, when they had slaughtered the rams, they sprinkled the dahm
upon the Mizbe'ach; they slaughtered also the lambs, and they sprinkled the dahm upon
theMizbe'ach.

23And they brought forth the male goats for the chattat before HaMelech and HaKahal;
and they laid their hands upon them,

24 And the Kohanim slaughtered them, and they made a sin offering with their dahm
upon theMizbe'ach, to make kapporah for kol Yisroel; for HaMelech commanded that the
olah (burnt offering) and the (chattat) should bemade for kol Yisroel.

25 And he stationed the Levi'im in the Beis HASHEM with cymbals, with nevalim, and
withkinnorot, according to themitzvatDovid, andofGad theChozehHaMelechandNatan
HaNavi; for so was the commandment of HASHEM by His Nevi'im.

26 And the Levi'im stood with the instruments of Dovid, and the Kohanim with the
trumpets.

27AndChizkiyahucommanded tooffer theolah (burntoffering)upon theMizbe'ach. And
when the olah (burnt offering) began, the Shir HASHEM began also with the trumpets, and
with the instruments ordained by DovidMelech Yisroel.

28And Kol HaKahal worshiped, and the Shir was being sung, and sounded, and all this
continued until the olah was completed.

29Andwhen it hadmade an end of being offered up, HaMelech and all thatwere present
with him bowed themselves, and worshiped.

30 Moreover Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) HaMelech and the sarim commanded the
Levi'im to praise HASHEM with the words of Dovid, and of Asaph the Chozeh (seer). And
they sang praises with simchah, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.

31 Then Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) answered and said, Now ye have consecrated your-
selves unto HASHEM, come near and bring zevakhim and todot into the Beis HASHEM. And
the Kahal brought in zevakhim and todot; and, as many as were of a willing heart, olot
(burnt offerings).

32And the number of the olah, which the Kahal brought, was threescore and ten bulls,
a hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for an olah (burnt offering) to
HASHEM.

33And the kadashimwere six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep.
34 But the Kohanim were too few, so that they could not skin all the olot; therefore

their achim the Levi'im did help them, until the work was completed, and until the other
Kohanim had set them apart as kodesh for the Levi'im were more yashar in lev to set
themselves apart as kodesh than the Kohanim.

35And also the olahwere in abundance, with the fat of the shelamim, and the nesakhim
for every olah. So the Avodas Beis HASHEMwas set in order.

36And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) rejoiced, and kol HaAm, that HaElohim had prepared
the people, for thematter was done suddenly.

30
1And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) sent to kol Yisroel and Yehudah, andwrote iggerot also

to Ephrayim andMenasheh, that they should come to the Beis HASHEM at Yerushalayim, to
keep the Pesach HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

2 For HaMelech had conferred and agreed with his sarim, and kol HaKahal in Yerusha-
layim, to keep the Pesach in the secondmonth.
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3 For they could not keep it at its time, because the Kohanim had not set themselves
apart as kodesh in sufficient numbers, neither had HaAm gathered themselves together
to Yerushalayim.

4And the thing pleased HaMelech and kol HaKahal.
5 So they established a decree to make proclamation throughout kol Yisroel, from Be'er-

Sheva even to Dan, that they should come to keep Pesach unto HASHEM Elohei Yisroel in
Yerushalayim, for not many had kept Pesach as prescribed.

6 So the runners went with the iggerot from HaMelech and his sarim throughout kol
Yisroel and Yehudah, and according to the commandment of HaMelech, saying, Ye Bnei
Yisroel, shuvu (turn, return) unto HASHEM Elohei Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yisroel, and He
will return to the remnant of you, that are escaped out of the yad of the Kings of Assyria.

7 And be not ye like Avoteichem, and like your achim, which were unfaithful against
HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem,Who therefore gave them up to a desolation, as ye see.

8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as Avoteichem were, but yield yourselves unto HASHEM,
and come to His Mikdash, which He hath set apart as kodesh l'olam; and serve HASHEM
Eloheichem, that the fierceness of His wrathmay turn away from you.

9 For if ye turn again unto HASHEM, your achim and your banim shall find rachamim
before them that lead them captive, so that they shall come back into HaAretz HaZot, for
HASHEMEloheichem is channun (gracious) and rachum (compassionate), andwill not turn
away His face from you, if ye return unto Him.

10So the runnerspassed fromtown to town throughEretzEphrayimandMenasheheven
unto Zevulun, but they laughed them to scorn, andmocked them.

11Nevertheless anashim of Asher and Menasheh and of Zevulun humbled themselves,
and went to Yerushalayim.

12Also in Yehudah the YadHaElohimwas to give them lev echad to carry out themitzvat
HaMelech and of the sarim, by the word of HASHEM.

13And there assembled at Yerushalayim Am Rav (Much People) to keep Chag HaMatzot
in the secondmonth, a kahal larovme'od (a very great congregation).

14 And they arose and removed the mizbechot that were in Yerushalayim, and all the
incense altars they took away, and threw them into theWadi Kidron.

15Then they slaughtered the Pesach on the fourteenth day of the secondmonth; and the
Kohanim and the Levi'im were ashamed, and they set themselves apart as kodesh, and
brought olot to the Beis HASHEM.

16 And they stood in their place after their prescribed manner, according to the Torat
Moshe Ish HaElohim; the Kohanim sprinkled the dahm, which they received of the yad of
the Levi'im.

17 For there were rabbim in HaKahal that were not set apart as kodesh; therefore the
Levi'im had the charge of the shechitah (ritual slaughter) of the Pesachim for every one
that was not tahor and therefore could not set them apart as kodesh unto HASHEM.

18 For most of HaAm, even many of Ephrayim, and Menasheh, Yissakhar, and Zevulun,
had not made themselves tahor, yet did they eat the Pesach contrary to what was written.
But Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) davened for them, saying, May HASHEM Hatov grant
kapporah to

19Everyone that prepareth his lev to seek HaElohim, HASHEM Elohei Avotav, though he
be not tahor according to the taharat HaKodesh.

20And HASHEM paid heed to Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu), and healed HaAm.
21And theBnei Yisroel thatwere present at Yerushalayimkept the ChagHaMatzot shivat

yamim with simchah gedolah; and the Levi'im and the Kohanim praised HASHEM yom
b'yom, singing with loud instruments unto HASHEM.

22 And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) spoke words of comfort unto all the Levi'im who
taught the seichel tov of HASHEM, and they did eat the mo'ed seven days, offering zivkhei
shelamim, andmaking confession to HASHEM Elohei Avoteihem.

23 And the kol HaKahal conferred and agreed to celebrate still another shivat yamim;
and they kept another shivat yamimwith simcha.

24For Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu)Melech Yehudah did give to the Kahal a thousand bulls
and seven thousand sheep; and the sarim gave to the Kahal a thousand bulls and ten
thousand sheep; and a great number of Kohanim set themselves apart as kodesh.

25Andkol Kehal Yehudah,with theKohanimand theLevi'im, andkolHaKahal that came
out of Yisroel, and the gerim that came out of Eretz Yisroel, and that dwelt in Yehudah,
rejoiced.

26 So there was simchah gedolah in Yerushalayim; for since the days of Sh'lomo Ben
DovidMelech Yisroel there was not the like in Yerushalayim.
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27Then theKohanimand theLevi'imaroseandblessedHaAm,and theirvoicewasheard,
and their tefillah came up to His Ma'on Kodesh, even unto Shomayim.

31
1Nowwhenall thiswas completed, kol Yisroel thatwerepresentwent out to the townsof

Yehudah, and smashed thematzevot, and cut down theAsherim, and threwdown thehigh
places and the mizbechot throughout kol Yehudah and Binyamin, in Ephrayim also and
Menasheh, until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the Bnei Yisroel returned,
every ish to his achuzzah, into their own towns.

2 And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) appointed the machlekot of the Kohanim and the
Levi'im after their divisions, every ish according to his avodas service, the Kohanim and
Levi'im for olah and for shelamim, to minister, to give thanks, to praise in the Sh'arei
Machanot HASHEM.

3 A gift from HaMelech, from his own possessions, was for the olot, for the boker and
erev olot, and the olot for the Shabbatot, and for Rosh Chodesh, and for the Mo'adim, as it
is written in the Torat HASHEM.

4Moreover he commanded HaAm that dwelt in Yerushalayim to give the menat HaKo-
hanim v'HaLevi'im (support of the Kohanim and the Levi'im), that they might strengthen
themselves in the Torat HASHEM.

5And as soon as the devar went out, the Bnei Yisroel brought in abundance the reshit of
dagan, tirosh, and yitzhar (pure olive oil), and devash, and of all the increase of the sadeh;
and thema'aser (tithe) of all things they brought in abundantly.

6And concerning theBnei Yisroel andYehudah, that dwelt in the towns of Yehudah, they
also brought in the ma'aser of bakar and tzon, and the ma'aser of kadashim which were
hamekudashim (consecrated, setapartaskodesh)untoHASHEMEloheihem, andpiled them
in heaps.

7 In the chodesh hashelishi they began to lay foundations for the heaps, and completed
them in the chodesh hashevi'i.

8 And when Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) and the sarim came and saw the heaps, they
blessed HASHEM, and His Am Yisroel.

9Then Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) questioned the Kohanim and the Levi'im concerning
the heaps.

10AndAzaryahuHaKohenHaRosh of the Bais Tzadok answered him, and said, Since the
people began to bring the terumah into the Beis HASHEM, we have had enough to eat, and
haveplenty to spare, forHASHEMhathblessedHispeople; and thatwhich isnotar (left over)
is this great amount.

11ThenChizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) commanded toprepare leshakhot (storerooms) in the
Beis HASHEM; and they prepared them,

12Andbrought in the terumahand thema'aser and the kadashimbe'emunah (faithfully),
over which Konanyah the Levi was Nagid, and Shime'i his brother wasmishneh (second).

13And Yechiel, and Azazyahu, and Nachat, and Asahel, and Yerimot, and Yozavad, and
Eliel, and Yismachyahu, and Machat, and Benayahu, were pekidim (overseers) under the
yad Konanyah and Shime'i his brother, by the command of Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu)
HaMelech, and Azaryahu the nagid of the Beis HaElohim.

14And Kore ben Yimnah the Levi, the sho'er (gatekeeper) at the east, was over the nidvot
HaElohim (freewill offerings of G-d), to distribute the terumat HASHEM, and the kadshei
hakadashim.

15And next to him be'emunahwere Eden, andMinyamin, and Yeshua, and Shema'yahu,
Amaryahu, and Shekanyahu, in the towns of the Kohanim, to give to their achim by
machlekot, to the gadol as well as the katan.

16 This was besides those males who were recorded in the genealogical records, from
three years old and upward, even unto every one that entereth into the Beis HASHEM for
itsdailyduty for their avodas service in theirmishmerot (watches, shifts)according to their
machlekot,

17 Both to the genealogy of the Kohanim by the Bais Avoteihem, and the Levi'im from
twenty years old and upward, in their mishmerot by their machlekot (divisions);

18And to the genealogy of all their little ones, their nashim, and their banim, and their
banot, throughout kol Kahal, for be'emunah (in faithfulness) they set themselves apart as
kodesh in kodesh (holiness);

19Also of the Bnei Aharon the Kohanim, whichwere in the pasture lands of their towns,
in each town, themen thatweredesignatedbyname togivemanot* to every zacharamong

* 31:19 See 2Chr 31:4
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the Kohanim, and to all that were reckoned by genealogies among the Levi'im.
20 And thus did Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) throughout kol Yehudah, and wrought that

which was tov and yashar and emes before HASHEM Elohav.
21 And in every ma'aseh that he began in the Avodas Beis HaElohim, and in the Torah,

and in theMitzvah, to seek Elohav, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.

32
1After these things, and haemes thereof, Sancheriv (Sennacherib)Melech Assyria came,

and invaded Yehudah, and laid siege against the fortified cities, and thought to conquer
them for himself.

2And when Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) saw that Sancheriv was come, and that he was
purposed to makemilchamah against Yerushalayim,

3He tookcounselwithhis sarimandhis gibborim to coverover thewatersof the springs*
which were outside the Ir; and they did support him.

4 So there was gathered Am Rav together, who covered the springs, and the wadi that
flowed through the midst of HaAretz, saying, Why should the melachim of Assyria come,
and findmayim rabbim?

5Also he strengthened himself, and repaired all the chomah that was broken down, and
raised it on themigdalot, andanother chomahoutside of it, and repairedMillo† in IrDovid,
andmade weapons and shields in abundance.

6 And he appointed sarim milchamot over HaAm, and gathered them together before
him in the rechov of the Sha'ar HaIr, and spoke encouragingly to them, saying,

7 Chizku (be strong) and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed because of the melech
Assyria, nor because of all the vast army that is with him, for there be more with us than
with him.

8 With him is zero'a basar, but with us is HASHEM Eloheinu to help us, and to fight
milchamoteinu (our battles). And HaAm took heart upon the words of Chizkiyahu
(Yechizkiyahu) Melech Yehudah.

9 After this did Sancheriv melech Assyria send his avadim to Yerushalayim, (but
he himself laid siege against Lakhish, with all his forces with him,) unto Chizkiyahu
(Yechizkiyahu)Melech Yehudah, and unto kol Yehudah thatwere in Yerushalayim, saying,

10 Thus saith Sancheriv melech Assyria, Whereon do ye base confidence, that ye abide
in the siege in Yerushalayim?

11Dothnot Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu)misleadyou to give over yourselves to die by ra'av
and by tzama, saying, HASHEM Eloheinu shall deliver us out of the yadMelech Assyria?

12 Is not this the sameChizkiyah (Yechizkiyahu) thathas removedHishighplaces andHis
mizbechot, and commanded Yehudah and Yerushalayim, saying, Ye shall worship before
Mizbe'ach echad, and burn ketoret upon it?

13Know ye not what I and avotai have done unto all the people of other lands? Were the
elohei goyei ha'aratzot able to deliver their land out of mine yad?

14Who was there among kol elohei haGoyim that avotai utterly destroyed, that could
save his people out of mine yad, that Eloheichem should be able to save you out of mine
yad?

15Now therefore let not Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) deceive you, normislead you on this
manner, neither yet believe him, for no g-d of any goy or mamlachah was able to deliver
his people out of mine yad, and out of the yad of avotai. Howmuch less shall Eloheichem
deliver you out of mine yad?

16 And his avadim spoke yet more against HASHEM HaElohim, and against His eved
Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu).

17Hewrote also sefarim to blasphemeHASHEM Elohei Yisroel, and to speak against Him,
saying, As the elohei goyei ha'aratzot have not saved their people out of mine yad, so shall
not the Elohei Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) save his people out of mine yad.

18 Then they cried with a kol gadol in the language of the Yehudim unto the Am
Yerushalayim that were on the chomah, to frighten them, and to terrorize them, that they
might capture the Ir.

19And they spoke against the Elohei Yerushalayim, as against the g-ds of the peoples of
the land, which were the work of the hands of ha'adam.

20And for this cause Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) HaMelech, and Yeshayahu ben Amotz,
HaNavi, davened and cried out to Shomayim.

* 32:3 Spring of Gihon † 32:5 terraces
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21 And HASHEM sent a malach, which destroyed all the fighting gibborim, and the
nagid and sar in the machaneh of the melech Assyria. So he withdrew in boshet panim
(shamefaced disgrace) to his own land. And when he was entered the bais elohav, they
that came forth of his own loins‡ cut him down there with the cherev.

22 Thus HASHEM saved Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim
from the yad Sancheriv Melech Ashur, and from the yad of all other, and guided them on
every side.

23Andmany brought minchah unto HASHEM to Yerushalayim, andmigdanot (expensive
gifts) to Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) Melech Yehudah, so that he wasmagnified in the sight
of Kol HaGoyim from thenceforth.

24 In those yamimChizkiyah (Yechizkiyahu) became ill, to the point ofmot, and davened
unto HASHEM, and He answered him, and He gave him amofet.§

25But Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) did not render back according to the benefit done unto
him; for his lev was lifted up in pride; therefore there was ketzef (wrath) upon him, and
upon Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

26Notwithstanding Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) humbled himself for the pride of his lev,
both he and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, so that the ketzef HASHEM came not upon
them in the days of Chizkiyah.

27And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) had exceeding much osher and kavod, and he made
himself otzarot for kesef, and for zahav, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for
moginim, and for all manner of valuable things;

28 Silos also for the increase of dagan, and tirosh and yitzhar (pure olive oil); and stalls
for the livestock, and pens for all the sheep.

29Moreover he built him towns, and possessions of tzon and bakar in abundance, for
Elohim had given himwealth verymuch.

30 This same Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) also covered over the upper source of the
Gichon Spring and tunneled it straight down to the west side of Ir Dovid. Chizkiyahu
(Yechizkiyahu) prospered in all his works.

31Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the sarim of Babylon, who sent unto
him to inquire of the mofet that was done in HaAretz, HaElohim left him, to test him, that
Hemight know all that was in his lev.

32Now the rest of the acts of Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu), and his acts of chesed, hinei,
they are written in the Chazon Yeshayahu ben Amotz HaNavi, and in the Sefer Melachim
of Yehudah and Yisroel.

33And Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) slept with Avotav, and they buried him on the ascent
in kivrei Bnei Dovid; and all Yehudah and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim did him kavod
at his mot. AndMenasheh bno reigned in his place.

33
1 Menasheh was 12 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 55 years in

Yerushalayim,
2But did thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEM, like unto the to'avotHaGoyim,whom

HASHEM had driven out before the Bnei Yisroel.
3 For he rebuilt the high places which Chizkiyahu (Yechizkiyahu) Aviv had demol-

ished, erected mizbechot for Ba'alim, and made Asherot, and worshiped all the tzva
HaShomayim, and served them.

4Alsohebuiltmizbechot in theBeisHASHEM,whereofHASHEMhad said, InYerushalayim
shall Shmi be forever.

5And he built mizbechot for all the tzva HaShomayim in the two khatzerot (courtyards)
of the Beis HASHEM.

6 And he caused his banot to pass through the eish in the Gey Ben Hinnom; also
he practiced astrology, fortune-telling, and witchcraft, and necromancy and consulted
mediums and spiritists; he wrought rah in the eyes of HASHEM, to provoke Him to anger.

7And he set a pesel hasemel which he hadmade in the Beis HaElohim, of which Elohim
had said to Dovid and to Sh'lomo bno, In this Beis, and in Yerushalayim, which I have
chosen before all the Shivtei Yisroel, will I put Shmi forever;

8Neither will I anymore remove the regel Yisroel fromHaAretz which I have appointed
for Avoteichem; so that they will take heed to do all that I have commanded them,
according to kol HaTorah and the Chukkim and theMishpatim by the yadMoshe.

‡ 32:21 i.e., his sons § 32:24 See 2Kgs 20:1-11
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9SoMenashehmade Yehudah and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim to be led astray, and
to do rahmore than the Goyim, whomHASHEM had destroyed before the Bnei Yisroel.

10And HASHEM spoke to Menasheh, and to his people, but they would not pay heed.
11Therefore HASHEM brought upon them the sarei hatzavah of Melech Ashur (Assyria),

which captured Menasheh with a hunterʼs hooks, and bound him with bronze shackles,
and hauled him off to Babylon.

12 And when he was in distress, he besought HASHEM Elohav, and humbled himself
greatly before Elohei Avotav,

13And davened unto Him, and He was entreated of him, and heard his techinnah, and
brought him back again to Yerushalayim into his malchut. Then Menasheh knew that
HASHEM hu HaElohim.

14Now after this he rebuilt a chomah chitzonah of Ir Dovid, on the west side of Gichon,
in the valley, at the approach of Sha'ar HaDagim, and encompassed the Ophel, and raised
it up a very great height, and stationed military commanders in all the fortified cities of
Yehudah.

15 And he removed the elohei hanekhar, and the semel (image) from the Beis HASHEM,
and all themizbechot that he had built in the har of the BeisHASHEM, and in Yerushalayim,
and cast them outside the Ir.

16And he rebuilt the Mizbe'ach HASHEM, and sacrificed thereon zivkhei shelamim and
todah, and commanded Yehudah to serve HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

17 Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places, albeit unto HASHEM
Eloheihem.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Menasheh, and his tefillah unto Elohav, and the divrei
HaChozim that spoke to him b'Shem HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, hinei, they are written in the
annals of the Melachim of Yisroel.

19 His tefillah also, and how He was entreated of him, and all his chattat, and his
unfaithfulness, and the mekomot (sites, places) wherein he built high places, and set up
Asherim and pesilim, before he was humbled; hinei, they are written among the records
of Chozai.

20 So Menasheh slept with Avotav, and they buried him in his own bais; and Amon bno
reigned in his place.

21 Amon was 22 shanah when he began to reign, and reigned two shanim in Yerusha-
layim.

22But he did that whichwas rah in the eyes of HASHEM, as didMenasheh Aviv, for Amon
sacrificed unto all the pesilim (idols)whichMenasheh Aviv hadmade, and served them;

23 And humbled not himself before HASHEM, as Menasheh Aviv had humbled himself;
but Amon increasedmore andmore in ashmah.

24And his avadimmade a kesher against him, assassinated him in his own bais.
25But the am ha'aretz slaughtered all them that hadmade the kesher against HaMelech

Amon; and the am ha'aretz made Yoshiyahu (Josiah) bnoMelech in his place.

34
1Yoshiyahuwas 8 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Yerushalayim 31

shanah.
2 And he did that which was yashar in the eyes of HASHEM, and walked in the ways of

Dovid Aviv, and veered off neither right nor left.
3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet na'ar (young), he began to seek

after Elohei Dovid Aviv; and in the twelfth year he began to make tahor Yehudah and
Yerushalayim from the high places, and the Asherim, and the pesilim, and the massekhot
(molten images).

4And they demolished themizbechot of Ba'alim in his presence; and the incense stands
erected above them he smashed; and the Asherim, and the pesilim, and the massekhot he
demolished andmade dust of them, and scattered upon the keverim (graves) of them that
had sacrificed unto them.

5 And he burned the atzmot of the Kohanim upon their mizbechot, and made tahor
Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

6 And so did he in the towns of Menasheh, and Ephrayim, and Shim'on, even as far as
Naphtali, and in their ruins all around.

7 And when he had broken down the mizbechot and the Asherim, and had beaten the
pesilim into powder, and cut down all the incense stands throughout all Eretz Yisroel, he
returned to Yerushalayim.
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8Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he hadmade tahorHaAretz, andHaBeis,
he sent ShaphanbenAtzalyahu, andMa'aseiyahu the SarHaIr, andYoachbenYo'achaz the
recorder, to repair the Beis HASHEM Elohav.

9And when they came to Chilkiyahu the Kohen HaGadol, they delivered the kesef that
was brought into the Beis Elohim,which the Levi'im, the ShomreiHaSaf (theDoorkeepers),
had collected from the people of Menasheh and Ephrayim, and from kol She'erit Yisroel,
and kol Yehudah and Binyamin, and they returned to Yerushalayim.

10And they entrusted it into the yad oseh hamelachah (handof themasterworkmen) that
had hamufkadim (oversight) of the Beis HASHEM, and they paid it to the workmen that
wrought in the Beis HASHEM, to repair and restore HaBeis;*

11Even to the charashim (craftsmen, artisans) and builders gave they it, to buy quarried
stones, and timber for rafters andbeams, for thebuildingswhich theMelachimofYehudah
had destroyed.

12 And the men did the melachah (work) be'emunah (faithfully, with integrity); and the
mufkadim (overseers) of themwere Yachat andOvadyahu, the Levi'im, of the BneiMerari;
and Zecharyah and Meshullam, of the Bnei Kehati, to give oversight; and other of the
Levi'im, all that weremeiven (expert) in musical instruments.

13 Also they were over the sabalim (bearers of burdens) and the overseers of all that
wrought thework in every kind of avodah; and of the Levi'im therewere soferim (scribes),
shoterim (officers) and sho'arim (doorkeepers).

14 And when they brought out the kesef that was brought into the Beis HASHEM,
Chilkiyahu HaKohen found a Sefer Torat HASHEM given throughMoshe.

15 And Chilkiyahu answered and said to Shaphan the Sofer, I have found the Sefer
HaTorah in the Beis HASHEM. And Chilkiyahu delivered the Sefer to Shaphan.

16And Shaphan carried the Sefer to HaMelech, and brought HaMelechword back again,
saying, All that was committed into the yad of avadim, they are doing.

17 And they have emptied out the kesef that was found in the Beis HASHEM, and have
entrusted it into the yad hamufkadim and to the yad osei hamelachah.

18Then Shaphan the Sofer told HaMelech, saying, Chilkiyahu HaKohen hath givenme a
Sefer. And Shaphan read it in the presence of HaMelech.

19And it came to pass, when HaMelech had heard the divrei HaTorah, that he tore his
garments.

20 And HaMelech commanded Chilkiyahu, and Achikam ben Shaphan, and Avdon ben
Michah, and Shaphan HaSofer, and Asayah eved HaMelech, saying,

21 Go, inquire of HASHEM for me, and for them that are nishar (left, remaining, the
remnant) in Yisroel and in Yehudah, concerning the divrei hasefer that is found; for
gadolah chamat HASHEM is poured out upon us, because Avoteinu have not been shomer
over the Devar HASHEM, to do after all that is written in HaSefer Hazeh.

22 And Chilkiyahu, and they that HaMelech had sent, went to Chuldah the neviah, the
wife of Shallum ben Tokehat ben Chasrah, Shomer HaBegadim (Keeper of the Wardrobe),
(now she dwelt in Yerushalayim in theMishneh), and they spoke to her to this effect.

23And she answered them, Thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel, Tell ye the ish that sent you
tome,

24Thus saith HASHEM, Hinei, I will bring ra'ah upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereof, even all the alot (curses) that are written in the Sefer which they have read in the
presence of Melech Yehudah,

25Because they have forsaken Me, and have burned ketoret unto elohim acherim, that
theymight provokeMe to angerwith all theworks of their hands; thereforeMywrath shall
be poured out upon this place, and shall not be quenched.

26And as for Melech Yehudah, who sent you to inquire of HASHEM, so shall ye say unto
him, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel concerning the words which thou hast heard;

27Because thine levwas tender, and thoudidst humble thyself before Elohim,when thou
heardest His words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst
thyselfbeforeMe, anddidst tear thygarments, andweep inMyPresence, Ihaveevenheard
thee also, saith HASHEM.

28Hinei, I will gather thee to Avoteicha, thou shalt be gathered to thy kever in shalom,
neither shall thine eyes see all ra'ah I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
of it. So they brought back HaMelech word.

29ThenHaMelech sent and gathered together all the Ziknei Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

* 34:10HaMikdash
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30And HaMelech went up to the Beis HASHEM, and kol Ish Yehudah, and the inhabitants
of Yerushalayim, and the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, and kol haAm, gadol and katan; and
he read in their ears kol divrei Sefer HaBrit that was found in the Beis HASHEM.

31And HaMelech stood at his place, and cut HaBrit in the presence of HASHEM, to walk
after HASHEM, and to be shomer over His mitzvot, and His testimonies, and His chukkot,
with all his lev, and with all his nefesh, to perform the divrei HaBrit which are written in
Sefer HaZeh.

32And he caused all that being found in Yerushalayim and Binyamin tomake a pledge to
it. And the inhabitantsofYerushalayimdidaccording to theBrit Elohim, EloheiAvoteihem.

33 And Yoshiyah removed kol hato'evot out of all the territories that pertained to the
Bnei Yisroel, and made all that were present in Yisroel to do avodas† service to HASHEM
Eloheihem. And all his days they veered not from following HASHEM, Elohei Avoteihem.

35
1Moreover Yoshiyahu kept Pesach unto HASHEM in Yerushalayim, and they slaughtered

the Pesach on the fourteenth day of the first month.
2 And he set up the Kohanim in their mishmerot, and encouraged them to the Avodas

Beis HASHEM,
3 And said unto the Levi'im that taught kol Yisroel, which were hakedoshim unto

HASHEM, Put the Aron HaKodesh in the Beis which Sh'lomo Ben Dovid Melech Yisroel did
build; it shall not be amassa (burden, something carried) upon your ketefayim (shoulders);
serve nowHASHEM Eloheichem and His people Yisroel,

4 And prepare yourselves by Bais Avoteichem, after your machlekot, according to the
writing of DovidMelech Yisroel, and according to themikhtav of Sh'lomo bno.

5 And stand in HaKodesh according to the pelugot Bais HaAvot (groupings of families)
of your achim the Bnei HaAm, and after the chalukat Bais Av (family subdivisions) of the
Levi'im.

6 So slaughter the Pesach, and set yourselves apart as kodesh, and prepare your achim,
that theymay do according to the Devar HASHEM by the yadMoshe.

7 And Yoshiyahu gave to HaAm, of the tzon, kevasim and goats, all for the Pesachim,
for all that were present, to the number of 30,000 plus 3,000 bakar; these were from the
property of HaMelech.

8And his sarim gave linedavah (voluntarily) unto HaAm, to the Kohanim, to the Levi'im.
Chilkiyah, Zecharyahu, Yechiel, negidei Beis HaElohim, gave unto the Kohanim for the
Pesachim 2,600 and 300 bakar.

9Konanyah also, and Shema'yahu and Netanel, his achim, and Chashavyahu and Ye'iel
and Yozavad, Sarei HaLevi'im, gave unto the Levi'im for Pesachim 5,000 and 500 bakar.

10 So the Avodah (Service)was prepared, and the Kohanim stood in their place, and the
Levi'im in their machlekot, according to themitzvat HaMelech.

11 And they slaughtered the Pesach, and the Kohanim sprinkled the dahm from their
hands, and the Levi'im skinned them.

12And they removed the olah, that they might give according to the pelugot l'Bais Avot
l'BneiHaAm, to offer untoHASHEM, as it iswritten in the SeferMoshe. And so did theywith
the bakar.

13 And they roasted the Pesach with eish according to the mishpat; but the other
kadashim they boiled in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans, and distributed them in haste
among kol Bnei HaAm.

14 And afterward they made ready for themselves, and for the Kohanim; because the
Kohanim theBnei Aharonwere busied in offering olah and the chalavim (fats)until lailah;
therefore the Levi'im prepared for themselves, and for the Kohanim, the Bnei Aharon.

15 And the meshorarim (singers), the Bnei Asaph, were in their place, according to the
mitzvat Dovid, and Asaph, and Heman, and Yedutun, Chozeh HaMelech; and the sho'arim
(gatekeepers)were at every sha'ar; neither did they need to depart from their Avodah, for
their achim the Levi'im prepared for them.

16So all the AvodasHASHEMwas prepared that same day, to keep the Pesach, and to offer
olot upon theMizbe'ach HASHEM, according to themitzvat HaMelech Yoshiyahu.

17 And the Bnei Yisroel that were present kept the Pesach at that time, and the Chag
HaMatzot seven days.

18 And there was no Pesach like it in Yisroel from the days of Shmuel HaNavi; neither
did all the Melachim of Yisroel keep such a Pesach as Yoshiyahu kept, and the Kohanim,

† 34:33 kodesh
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and the Levi'im, and kol Yehudah and Yisroel that were present, and the inhabitants of
Yerushalayim.

19 In the eighteenth shanah of the reign of Yoshiyahuwas this Pesach kept.
20 After all this, when Yoshiyahu had set in order the Beis,* Nekho Melech Mitzrayim

went up to fight at Karkemish on the Euphrates, and Yoshiyahuwent up against him.
21But he sent malachim to him, saying, Mah li valach (What have I to dowith thee), thou

Melech Yehudah? I come not against thee this day, but against the Bais wherewith I have
war,† for Elohim commandedme tomake haste; forbear thee frommeddlingwith Elohim,
Who is withme, that He destroy thee not.

22Nevertheless Yoshiyahuwould not turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that
he might fight with him, and paid heed not unto the words of Nekho from the mouth of
Elohim, and went to fight in the Valley of Megiddo.

23And the archers shot atMelech Yoshiyahu; andHaMelech said to his avadim, Takeme
away; for I am badly wounded.

24 His avadim therefore took him out of that merkavah, and put him in the mishneh
merkavah thathehad; and theybroughthim toYerushalayim, andhedied, andwasburied
in the kivrot Avotav. And all Yehudah and Yerushalayimmourned for Yoshiyahu.

25 And Yirmeyahu lamented for Yoshiyahu; and all the sharim (singing men) and the
sharot (singing women) commemorate Yoshiyahu in their laments to this day, and made
them as chok‡ in Yisroel; and, hinei, they are written in HaKinot (the Laments).

26 Now the rest of the acts of Yoshiyahu, and his acts of chesed, according to what is
written in the Torat HASHEM,

27And his deeds, harishonim and ha'acharonim, hinei, they are written in the Sefer of
the Melachim of Yisroel and Yehudah.

36
1 Then the Am Ha'Aretz took Yehoachaz ben Yoshiyahu, and made him melech in the

place of Aviv in Yerushalayim.
2 Yehoachaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned

threemonths in Yerushalayim.
3AndMelech Mitzrayim deposed him at Yerushalayim, and laid on HaAretz a tribute of

a hundred talents of kesef and a talent of zahav.
4And Melech Mitzrayimmade Elyakim his brother melech over Yehudah and Yerusha-

layim, and changed shmo to Y'hoyakim. And Nekho took Yehoachaz his brother, and
carried him off toMitzrayim.

5Y'hoyakimwas twentyandfiveyearsoldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reignedeleven
years in Yerushalayim; and he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM Elohav.

6 Against him came up Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel, and bound him in bronze
shackles, to carry him off to Babylon.

7 Nevukhadnetzar also carried off the vessels of the Beis HASHEM to Babylon, and put
them in his heikhal (temple) at Babylon.

8Now the rest of the acts of Y'hoyakim, and his to'avot which he did, and that whichwas
found in him, hinei, they are written in the Sefer of theMelachim of Yisroel and Yehudah;
and Y'hoyakhin bno became king in his place.

9Y'hoyakhin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months
and ten days in Yerushalayim; and he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM.

10Andwhen the yearwas expired, HaMelech Nevukhadnetzar sent, and brought him to
Babylon, with the kelei chemdat Beis HASHEM, and made Tzidkiyahu his brother Melech
over Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

11Tzidkiyah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven
years in Yerushalayim.

12Andhedid thatwhichwas rah in the eyes ofHASHEMElohav, andhumblednot himself
before Yirmeyahu HaNavi speaking from themouth of HASHEM.

13Andhe also rebelled againstMelechNevukhadnetzar,whohadmadehim take anoath
by Elohim, but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his lev against making teshuva unto
HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.

14 Moreover all the Sarei HaKohanim, and HaAm became more unfaithful, following
all the to'avot HaGoyim, and they made the Beis HASHEM tameh which HASHEM had
consecrated and set apart as kodesh in Yerushalayim.

* 35:20HaMikdash † 35:21 i.e., Babylon ‡ 35:25 set custom
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15AndHASHEMEloheiAvoteihemsent to thembyHismalachim, timeandagain; because
He took pity on His people and on His Ma'on (Dwelling Place);

16 But they mocked the malachim of Elohim, and despised His words, and derided His
nevi'im, until the Chamat HASHEM was aroused against His people, until there was no
marpeh (remedy, healing).

17 Therefore He brought upon them Melech Kasdim, who slaughtered their bochurim
with the cherev in their Beis Mikdash, and had no pity upon bochur or betulah, zaken or
the agedman. He gave them all into his yad.

18And all the kelei Beis HaElohim, hagedolim and haketanim, and the otzerot of the Beis
HASHEM, and the otzerot HaMelech, and of his sarim; all these he brought to Babylon.

19And they burned the Beis HaElohim, and broke down the Chomat Yerushalayim, and
burned all the palaces thereof with eish, and destroyed all its precious vessels.*

20And them that had escaped from the cherev carried he off toBabylonwhere theywere
avadim to him and his banim until the kingdom of Paras (Persia) began to reign;

21 To fulfil the Devar HASHEM by the mouth of Yirmeyahu, until HaAretz had made up
for its Shabbatot, for as long as she lay desolate she was shomer Shabbos, to fulfil Shivim
Shanah (seventy years).†

22Now in the first year of Koresh (Cyrus)Melech Paras (Persia), that theword of HASHEM
spoken by themouth of Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah)might be accomplished, HASHEM stirred up
the ruach of KoreshMelech Paras (Persia), that hemade a proclamation throughout all his
Malchut, and put it also in writing, saying,

23Thus saith Koresh Melech Paras (Persia), Kol Mamlechot HaAretz (all the kingdoms of
the earth) hath HASHEM Elohei HaShomayim given me; and He hath charged me to build
Him a Beis in Yerushalayim, which is in Yehudah. Who is there among you of all His
people? HASHEM Elohav be with him and let him go up!‡

* 36:19 Tisha B'Av † 36:21 See Jer 25:11 ‡ 36:23 The glory cloud that appears at the dedication of both the
wilderness Mishkan and the Beis HaMikdash of Sh'lomo HaMelech is a prophetic type and foreshadow of the Moshiach
and the coming sod hitgashmut— see 2Chr 5:7-14; Ex 40:34-35; Yn 1:1,14
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Ezra
Introduction

Next we have Ezraʼs description of the Return from the Golus and the rebuilding of
the Beis Hamikdash. Note who is standing up alive from the death of the Babylonian
Exile… Yeshua (Ezra 3:2) who was the grandson of Serayah, that Chief Kohen before the
destruction of Jerusalem (2Kgs 25:18) and also descendant of Tzadok or Zadok.

1Now in the first year* of Koresh Melech Paras (Persia), that the Devar HASHEM by the
mouthof Yirmeyahmight be fulfilled,HASHEMstirredup the ruachofKoreshMelechParas
(Persia), so that he made a proclamation throughout all his Malchut, and put it also in
writing, saying,

2 Thus saith Koresh Melech Paras (Persia), HASHEM Elohei HaShomayim hath given me
all the kingdoms of ha'aretz; and he hath charged me to build him Beis† at Yerushalayim,
which is in Yehudah.

3 Who is there among you of all His people, Elohav be with him, let him go up to
Yerushalayim, which is in Yehudah, and build the Beis HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, (He is
HaElohim) which is in Yerushalayim.

4And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place
help him with kesef, and with zahav, and with goods, and with livestock, beside the
nedavah (freewill offering) for the Beis HaElohim that is in Yerushalayim.

5 Then rose up the chief of the avot of Yehudah and Binyamin, and the kohanim, and
the Levi'im, with all themwhose ruach HaElohim had stirred up, to go up to build the Beis
HASHEMwhich is in Yerushalayim.

6 And all they that were about them did strengthen their hands with vessels of kesef,
with zahav,with goods, andwith livestock, andwithprecious things, in addition to all their
nedavot (freewill offerings).

7Also HaMelech Koresh brought forth the vessels of the Beis HASHEM, which Nevukhad-
netzar had carried off out of Yerushalayim, and had put them in the bais (temple) of his
g-ds;

8 Even those did Koresh Melech Paras (Persia) bring forth by the hand of Mitredat the
treasurer, and counted them unto Sheshbatzar, the Nasi of Yehudah.

9And this is the number of them; thirty basins of zahav, a thousand basins of kesef, nine
and twenty knives,

10Thirty bowls of zahav, kesef basins of a second kind four hundred and ten, and other
vessels one thousand.

11All the vessels of zahav and of kesef were five thousand and four hundred. All these
did Sheshbatzar bring up with them of the Golus that were brought up from Bavel unto
Yerushalayim.

2
1Nowtheseare thepeople of theprovince thatwentupout of the captivity, of thoseof the

Golus,whomNevukhadnetzarMelechBavelhadcarriedawayuntoBabylon, andreturned
unto Yerushalayim and Yehudah, every one unto his town;

2 Which came with Zerubavel; Yeshua, Nechemyah, Serayah, Re'elyah, Mordechai,
Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rechum, Ba'anah.
The number of themen of the Am Yisroel;
3The Bnei Parosh, 2,172.
4The Bnei Shephatyah, 372.
5The Bnei Arach, 775.
6The Bnei Pachat-Moav, of the Bnei Yeshua and Yoav, 2,812.
7The Bnei Eilam, 1,254.
8The Bnei Zattu, 945.
9The Bnei Zakai, 760.
10The Bnei Bani, 642.
11The Bnei Bevai, 623.
12The Bnei Azgad, 1,222.
13The Bnei Adonikam, 666.
14The Bnei Bigvai, 2,056.

* 1:1 539 B.C.E. † 1:2Hamikdash
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15The Bnei Adin, 454.
16The Bnei Ater of Yechizkiyah, 98.
17The Bnei Betzai, 323.
18The Bnei Yorah, 112.
19The Bnei Chashum, 223.
20The Bnei Gibbar, 95.
21The Bnei Beit-Lechem, 123.
22Themen of Netophah, 56.
23Themen of Anatot, 128.
24The Bnei Azmavet, 42.
25The Bnei Kiryat-Arim, Kephirah, and Be'erot, 743.
26The Bnei Ramah and Geva, 621.
27Themen of Michmas, 122.
28Themen of Beit-El and Ai, 223.
29The Bnei Nevo, 52.
30The Bnei Magbish, 156.
31The children of the other Eilam, 1,254.
32The Bnei Charim, 320.
33The Bnei Lod, Chadid and Ono, 725.
34The Bnei Yericho, 345.
35The Bnei Senaah, 3,630.
36The kohanim; the Bnei Yedayah, of the Bais Yeshua, 973.
37The Bnei Immer, 1,052.
38The Bnei Pashchur, 1,247.
39The Bnei Charim, 1,017.
40The Levi'im; the Bnei Yeshua and Kadmiel, of the Bnei Hodavyah, 74.
41The singers; the Bnei Asaph, 128.
42The children of the gatekeepers; the Bnei Shallum, the Bnei Ater, the Bnei Talmon, the

Bnei Akkuv, the Bnei Chatita, the Bnei Shovai; in all 139.
43The Netinim; the Bnei Tzicha, the Bnei Chasupha, the Bnei Taba'ot,
44The Bnei Keros, the Bnei Si'aha, the Bnei Padon,
45The Bnei Levanah, the Bnei Chagavah, the children of Akkuv,
46The Bnei Chagav, the Bnei Shalmai, the Bnei Chanan,
47The Bnei Giddel, the Bnei Gachar, the Bnei Reayah,
48The Bnei Retzin, the Bnei Nekoda, the Bnei Gazzam,
49The Bnei Uzza, the Bnei Paseach, the Bnei Besai,
50The Bnei Asnah, the Bnei Me'unim, the Bnei Nephusim,
51The Bnei Bakbuk, the Bnei Chakupha, the Bnei Charchur,
52The Bnei Batzlut, the Bnei Mechida, the Bnei Charsha,
53The Bnei Barkos, the Bnei Sisra, the Bnei Temach,
54The Bnei Netziyach, the Bnei Chatipha.
55The Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo; the Bnei Sotai, the Bnei Hasopheret, the Bnei Peruda,
56The Bnei Ya'lah, the Bnei Darkon, the Bnei Giddel,
57The Bnei Shephatyah, the Bnei Chattil, the Bnei Pokheret-Hatzvayim, the Bnei Ami.
58All the Netinim, and the Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo, were three hundred ninety and two.
59And thesewere theywhichwent up from Tel-Melach, Tel-Charsha, Keruv, Addan, and

Immer; but they could not show their Bais Avot, and their zera, whether they were of
Yisroel;

60The Bnei Delayah, the Bnei Toviyah, the Bnei Nekoda, six hundred fifty and two.
61And of the Bnei HaKohanim; the Bnei Chavayah, the Bnei Hakotz, the Bnei Barzillai;

which took a wife of the banot of Barzillai the Gil'adi, and was named after their shem.
62 These sought their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but they

were not found; therefore were they, as polluted, put from the kehunah.
63 And the Tirshata (Governor) said unto them, that they should not eat of kodesh

hakodashim, until there stood up a kohenwith Urim andwith Tummim.
64The Kol HaKahal togetherwas forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore.
65Thiswas inaddition to their avadim (manservants)and their amahot (female servants)

of whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven; and there were
among them two hundred singingmen and singing women.

66 Their susim were seven hundred thirty and six; their mules, two hundred forty and
five;
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67Their camels, fourhundred thirtyandfive; theirdonkeys, six thousandsevenhundred
and twenty.

68 And some of the chief of the avot, when they came to the Beis HASHEM which is at
Yerushalayim, offered nedavot for the Beis HaElohim to rebuild it in its place.

69 They gave according to their ability unto the Otzar for the work threescore and one
thousand drachmas of zahav, and five thousandminas of kesef, and one hundred ketanot
for the kohanim.

70 So the kohanim, and the Levi'im, and some of the people, and the singers, and the
gatekeepers, and the Netinim (servants of the Beis Hamikdash), dwelt in their towns, and
kol Yisroel in their towns.

3
1 And when the seventh month was come, and the Bnei Yisroel were in the towns, the

people gathered themselves together as oneman to Yerushalayim.
2 Then stood up Yeshua ben Yotzadak,* and his brethren the kohanim, and Zerubavel

ben Sh'altiel, and his brethren, and built the Mizbe'ach Elohei Yisroel, to offer olot (burnt
offerings) thereon, as it is written in the Torat Moshe Ish HaElohim.

3And they set theMizbe'ach upon its bases; despite their fear upon them because of the
people of those lands, they offered olot (burnt offerings) thereon unto HASHEM, even olot
boker and erev.

4They kept also the ChagHaSukkot, as it iswritten, andoffered the daily olahbynumber,
according to themishpat, as the duty of every yom required;

5And afterward offered the olat tamid, both of the chodeshim, and of all theMo'adim of
HASHEM that were set apart as kodesh, and of every one that willingly offered a nedavah
(freewill offering) unto HASHEM.

6 From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer olot (burnt offerings) unto
HASHEM. But the Yesod (Foundation) of the Heikhal HASHEMwas not yet laid.

7 They gave kesef also unto the chotzvim (masons, stone-cutters), and to the charashim
(craftsmen, carpenters); and food, and mishteh (drink), and shemen (oil), unto them of
Tzidon, and to them of Tzor, to bring cedar trees from Levanon to the sea and on to
Yafo, according to the rishyon (authorization, grant) that they had of KoreshMelech Paras
(Persia).

8Now in the second year of their coming unto the Beis HaElohim at Yerushalayim, in the
second month, began Zerubavel ben Sh'altiel, and Yeshua ben Yotzadak, and the she'ar
(remnant) of their brethren the kohanim and the Levi'im, and all they that were come
out of the captivity unto Yerushalayim; and appointed the Levi'im, from twenty years old
and upward, to set forward the melechet Beis HASHEM(work of the construction of the Beis
Hamikdash).

9Then stood Yeshua with his banim and his brethren, Kadmiel and his banim, the Bnei
Yehudah, together, to set forward the workmen in the Beis HaElohim; the Bnei Chenadad,
with their banim and their brethren the Levi'im.

10 And when the Bonim (Builders) laid the foundation of the Heikhal HASHEM, they set
the kohanim in their robes with trumpets, and the Levi'im the Bnei Asaph with cymbals,
to praise HASHEM according to the instructions of DovidMelech Yisroel.

11And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto HASHEM because
He is good, for His chesed endureth forever toward Yisroel. And kol haAm shouted with a
great shout, when they praised HASHEM, because the foundation of the Beis HASHEM was
laid.

12Butmanyof thekohanimandLevi'imandchief of theavot,whowerezekenim (ancient
men), that had seen the Beis HaRishon,†when the foundation of this Beis‡was laid before
their eyes, wept with a loud voice, andmany shouted aloud for simchah;

13 So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of simchah from the noise
of the weeping of the people; for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was
heard afar off.

4
1 Now when the adversaries* of Yehudah and Binyamin heard that the Banim of the

Golus were the Bonim (Builders) of the Heikhal for HASHEM Elohei Yisroel,

* 3:2 T.N. This man is the prophetic namesake of the comingMoshiach— see Zech 6:11-12 † 3:12 Beis HaMikdash of

Sh'lomo ‡ 3:12Hamikdash * 4:1 i.e., the enemies, the Samaritans
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2 Then they came to Zerubavel, and to the chief of the avot, and said unto them, Let us
build with you, for we seek Eloheichem, as ye do, and we do sacrifice unto Him since the
days Esar-ChaddonMelech Ashur (Assyria), which brought us here.†

3 But Zerubavel, and Yeshua, and the rest of the chief of the avot of Yisroel, said unto
them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build a Beis‡ unto Eloheinu; but we alone will
build unto HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, as HaMelech Koresh (Cyrus)Melech Paras (Persia) hath
commanded us.

4Then theAmHaAretzweakened thehands of theAmYehudah, and troubled them from
building,

5And hired counselors against them, to frustrate their etza (plan), all the days of Koresh
(Cyrus) Melech Paras (Persia), even until the reign of Daryavesh (Darius) Melech Paras
(Persia).

6And in the reign of Achashverosh,§ in the beginning of his reign, they wrote unto him
a sitnah (accusation),* against the inhabitants of Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

7Then, in the days of Artachshasta,† it was Bishlam,Mitredat, Tavel, and the rest of their
companions, who wrote unto Artachshasta Melech Paras (Persia); and the writing of the
letter was written in Aramaic script, and set forth in Aramaic.

8Rechum thehigh commissioner andShimshai the scribewrote a letter against Yerusha-
layim toMelech Artachshasta as follows;

9 Then wrote Rechum the high commissioner, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of
their companions; the judges, the officials, the Tarplim, the Apharsim, the Arkvim, the
Babylonians, and those of Shushan, that is, the Elma'im,

10And the rest of the nations whom the great and noble Osnapar deported, and settled
in the city of Shomron,‡ and elsewhere in Beyond-the-River§ wrote; and now

11This is the copyof the letter that they sentuntohim, evenuntoArtachshastaHaMelech;
From thy avadim, themen Beyond-the-River;* and now

12may it be known unto the Melech, that the Yehudim which came up from thee to us
are come unto Yerushalayim, building the rebellious and the wicked city, and finishing its
walls, and repairing the foundations.

13Be it known now unto the Melech, that, if this city be built, and the walls set up again,
then they will not pay tax, tribute, or duty, and so thou shalt damage the royal revenues.

14Nowbecausewe have covenantmaintenance (“share theKingʼs salt”) from the palace,
and it was not proper for us to see the dishonor of theMelech, therefore we have sent and
informed theMelech,

15 That search may be made in the sefer of the archives of thy avot; so shalt thou find
in the sefer of the archives, and know that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto
melachim and provinces, a place of sedition from ancient times, for which cause was this
city destroyed.

16We inform the Melech that, if this city be built again, and the walls thereof set up, by
this means thou shalt have no possession in the province Beyond-the-River.†

17 Then the Melech sent an answer: Unto Rechum the high commissioner, and to
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their companions that dwell in Shomron (Samaria),
and unto the rest Beyond-the-River,‡ Shalom, and now

18 The nish'tevan (official document) which ye sent unto us hath been fully read before
me;

19And I commanded, and search hath beenmade, and it is found that this city for a long
time hathmade insurrection againstmelachim, and that rebellion and sedition have been
made therein.

20There have beenmightymelachim also over Yerushalayim, which have ruled over all
territory Beyond-the-River,§ to whom tax, tribute, and duty were paid.

21 Give ye now ta'am (command) to cause these men to cease, and that this city be not
built, until another ta'am shall be given fromme.

22Take heed now that ye fail not to do this; lamah (why) should damage grow to the hurt
of the Melech?

23 Now when the copy of letter of Melech Artachshasta was read before Rechum, and
Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to Yerushalayim unto
the Yehudim, andmade them to cease by force and compulsion.

† 4:2 See 2Kgs 19:37; also 17:33 ‡ 4:3 Hamikdash § 4:6 Xerxes I 486—465 B.C.E., the husband of Queen Esther
* 4:6 related to the word Satan, Accuser † 4:7 Artaxerxes I 465-424 B.C.E. ‡ 4:10 Samaria § 4:10 Euphrates
* 4:11 Euphrates † 4:16 Euphrates ‡ 4:17 Euphrates § 4:20 Euphrates
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24Then ceased theworkof theBeisHaElohimwhich is at Yerushalayim. So it ceasedunto
the second year* of the reign of Daryavesh (Darius)Melech Paras (Persia).

5
1 Then the nevi'im, Chaggai HaNavi, and Zecharyah ben Iddo, prophesied unto the

Yehudim that were in Yehudah and Yerushalayim in the shem Elohei Yisroel, Who was
[in authority] over them.

2ThenroseupZerubavelbenShe'alti'el, andYeshuabenYotzadak, andbegan tobuild the
Beis Elohim which is at Yerushalayim; and with themwere the nevi'im of Elohim helping
them.

3At the same time came to themTatnai, governor of theprovinceBeyond-the-River,* and
Shetar-Boznai and their companions, and said thus unto them, Who hath authorized you
to build this Beis,† and to finish this structure?

4Then said we unto them according to this manner, What are the shmot of themen that
are constructing this building?

5 But the Ayn Eloheihem (Eye of their G-d) was upon the leaders of the Yehudim, that
they could not cause them to cease, until thematter came to Daryavesh (Darius); and then
answer was returned by letter concerning this matter.

6 The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor of the province Beyond-the-River,‡ and
Shetar-Boznai and his companions the envoys which were in the province Beyond-the-
River,§ sent unto Daryavesh (Darius) the Melech;*

7They sent a letter unto him, wherein was written thus: Unto Daryavesh HaMelech, all
Shalom.

8Be it known unto theMelech, that we went into the province of Yehudah, to the Beis of
the great Elohim,which is being built with great stones, and timber is laid in thewalls, and
this work goeth fast on, and prospereth in their hands.

9Then asked we those leaders, and said unto them thus, Who commanded you to build
this Beis,† and to restore this structure?

10We asked their shmot also, to inform thee, that wemight write down the shmot of the
men that were their heads for thy information.

11And thus they returned us answer, saying,We are the avadim of the Elohei Shomayim
va'Aretz, and build the Beis that was built these many years ago, which a great Melech
Yisroel built and set up.

12 But because Avoteinu had provoked the Elohei Shomayim unto them into the hand
of Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel, the Kasdai (Chaldean), who destroyed this Beis, and
carried the people away into the Golus of Bavel (Babylon).

13 But in the first year of Koresh (Cyrus)Melech Bavel the same Melech Koresh made a
decree to build this Beis Elohim.

14 And the vessels also of zahav and kesef of the Beis Elohim, which Nevukhadnetzar
took out of theHeikhal thatwas in Yerushalayim, andbrought into theHeikhal of Babylon,
those did Koresh the Melech take out of the Heikhal of Babylon, and they were delivered
unto one, whose shemwas Sheshbatzar, whom he hadmade governor;

15 And said unto him, Take these vessels, go, deposit them into the Heikhal that is in
Yerushalayim, and let the Beis Elohim be built in its place.

16Then came the same Sheshbatzar, and laid the foundation of the Beis Elohimwhich is
in Yerushalayim; and since that time even until now hath it been under construction, and
yet it is not finished.

17 Now therefore, if it seem good to the Melech, let there be search made in the bais
of royal archives, which is there at Babylon, whether it be so, that a decree was made of
Koresh (Cyrus) the Melech to build this Beis Elohim at Yerushalayim, and let the Melech
send his pleasure to us concerning this matter.

6
1 Then Daryavesh (Darius) the Melech made a decree, and search was made in the bais

of the archives, where the treasures were stored in Babylon.
2And there was found at Achmeta, in the palace that is in the province of the Medes, a

megillah, and therein was a record thus written;
3 In the first year of Koresh theMelech, Koresh theMelechmade a decree concerning the

Beis Elohimat Yerushalayim, Let the Beis* be built, the placewhere they offered sacrifices,

* 4:24 i.e., 520 B.C.E. * 5:3 Euphrates † 5:3Hamikdash ‡ 5:6 Euphrates § 5:6 Euphrates * 5:6 see 6:6
† 5:9Hamikdash * 6:3Hamikdash
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and let the foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and
the breadth thereof threescore cubits;

4With three courses of great stones, and a course of new timber; and let the expenses be
given out of the Melechʼs treasury;

5And also let the vessels of zahav and kesef of the Beis Elohim, which Nevukhadnetzar
took forth out of the Heikhal which is at Yerushalayim, and brought unto Babylon, be
returned, and brought again unto the Heikhal which is at Yerushalayim, every one to its
place, and deposit them in the Beis Elohim.

6Now therefore, Tatnai, governor Beyond-the-River,† Shetar-Boznai, and your compan-
ions the envoys, which were in the province Beyond-the-River, you stay far from there!

7Let thework of this Beis Elohim alone; let the governor of the Yehudim and the leaders
of the Yehudim build this Beis Elohim in its place.

8 Moreover I make a decree what ye shall do to the leaders of these Yehudim for the
building of this Beis Elohim; that of the royal treasuries, even of the revenue of the
province Beyond-the-River, forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that they be not
hindered.

9And thatwhich they have need of, both young bulls, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt
offerings of the Elohei Shomayim,wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the request of the
kohanimwhich are at Yerushalayim, let it be given them day by day without fail;

10 That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours unto the Elohei Shomayim, and pray
for the chayyei Melech, and of his banim.

11Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled
down fromhis bais, and being set up, let himbe impaled hanging dead thereon; and let his
bais bemade a dunghill for this.

12And the Elohim that hath caused Shmo to dwell there destroy all Melech or Am that
shall lift up their hand to alter and to destroy this Beis Elohimwhich is at Yerushalayim. I
Daryavesh have issued a decree; let it be done with speed.

13 Then Tatnai, governor of Beyond-the-River, Shetar-Boznai, and their companions,
according to that which Daryavesh theMelech had sent, so they did speedily.

14 And the leaders of the Yehudim built, and they prospered through the prophesying
and preaching of Chaggai HaNavi and Zecharyah ben Iddo. And they built, and finished it,
according to the commandment of the Elohei Yisroel, and according to the commandment
of Koresh (Cyrus), and Daryavesh (Darius), and Artachshasta (Artaxerxes) Melech Paras
(Persia).

15And this Beis‡was finished on the third day of themonth Adar, which was in the sixth
year of the reign of Daryavesh theMelech.§

16And the Bnei Yisroel, the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, and the rest of the Banim of the
Golus, kept the dedication of this Beis Elohimwith joy.

17 And offered at the dedication of this Beis Elohim one hundred bulls, two hundred
rams, fourhundred lambs; and for a sin offering for kol Yisroel, twelvehe-goats, according
to the number of the tribes of Yisroel.

18And they installed the kohanim in their divisions, and the Levi'im in their courses, for
the Avodas Elohim, which is at Yerushalayim, as it is written in the Sefer Moshe.

19And the Banim of the Golus kept the Pesach upon the 14th day of the first month.
20 For the Kohanim and the Levi'im made themselves tahor, all of them were tehorim,

and slaughtered the Pesach for all the Banim of the Golus, and for their brethren the
Kohanim, and for themselves.

21 And the Bnei Yisroel, which were come again out of Golus, and all such as had
separated themselves unto them from the tum'a of the Goyim of ha'aretz, to seek HASHEM
Elohei Yisroel, did eat,

22Andkept theChagMatzot sevendayswith simchah; forHASHEMhadmade them joyful,
and turned the levMelech Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in thework of the
Beis Elohim, Elohei Yisroel.

7
1 Now after these things, in the reign of Artachshasta Melech Paras (Persia), Ezra ben

Serayah ben Azaryah ben Chilkiyah,
2Ben Shallum, ben Tzadok, ben Achituv,
3Ben Amaryah, ben Azaryah, benMerayot,

† 6:6 Beyond-the-River in verses 6, 8, and 13, this refers to the river Euphrates ‡ 6:15 Hamikdash § 6:15 i.e.,
March 12, 515 B.C.E.
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4Ben Zerachyah, ben Uzzi, ben Bukki,
5Ben Avishua, ben Pinchas, ben El'azar, ben Aharon HaKohen HaRosh;
6This Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was a sofer mahir expert in the Torat Moshe,

whichHASHEMElohei Yisroel had given, andHaMelech granted himall his request, for the
yad HASHEM Elohav was upon him.

7And there went up some of the Bnei Yisroel, and of the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, and
the singers, and the gatekeepers, and the Netinim, unto Yerushalayim, in the seventh year
of Artachshasta* HaMelech.†

8And he came to Yerushalayim in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the
Melech.

9Forupon thefirst day of thefirstmonthhebegan to goup fromBabylon, andon thefirst
day of the fifthmonth he came to Yerushalayim, for the good yad Elohav was upon him.

10 For Ezra had prepared his lev to study the Torat HASHEM, and to do it, and to teach in
Yisroel chok andmishpat.

11Now this is the copyof the letter thatHaMelechArtachshasta gaveuntoEzraHaKohen,
HaSofer, even a Sofer of the divrei mitzvot HASHEM, and of his chukkot for Yisroel:

12 Artachshasta, Melech Melachim, unto Ezra Kohen, Sofer of the law of Elohei
Shomayim, Greetings! And now

13 I issued a decree, that all they of the Am Yisroel, and of Kohanim and Levi'im, in my
kingdom, which areminded of their own freewill to go up to Yerushalayim, go with thee.

14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of the Melech, and of his seven counselors, to inquire
concerning Yehudah and Yerushalayim, according to the law of thy G-d which is in thine
hand;

15 And to carry the kesef and zahav, which the Melech and his counselors have freely
offered unto the Elohei Yisroel, Whose habitation is in Yerushalayim,

16And all the kesef and zahav that thou canst find in all the province of Babylon, with
the freewill offering of the people, and of the Kohanim, offering willingly for the Beis
Eloheihemwhich is in Yerushalayim;

17 That thou mayest buy speedily with this kesef bulls, rams, lambs, with their minchot
and their nesakhim, and offer themupon theMizbe'ach of the Beis Eloheichemwhich is in
Yerushalayim.

18Andwhatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to dowith the rest of the
kesef and the zahav, that do according to the will of Eloheichem.

19The vessels also that are given thee for the service of the Beis of thy G-d, those deliver
thou before the Elohei Yerushalayim.

20And whatsoever more shall be needful for the Beis of thy G-d, which thou shalt have
occasion to bestow, bestow it out of the bais of treasuries of the Melech.

21 And I, even I Artachshasta the Melech, do issue a decree to all the treasurers which
are in Beyond-the-River,‡ thatwhatsoever EzraHaKohen, the Sofer of the law of the Elohei
Shomayim, shall require of you, it be done speedily,

22 Unto one hundred talents of kesef, and to one hundred cors of wheat, and to one
hundred baths of wine, and to one hundred baths of oil, and unlimitedmelach (salt).

23Whatsoever is commanded by Elohei Shomayim, let it be diligently done for the Beis
of Elohei Shomayim; for why should there be ketzaf (wrath) against the malchut of the
Melech and his banim?

24Also we make known to you, that touching any of the Kohanim and Levi'im, singers,
gatekeepers, Netinim, orministers of this Beis Elohim, it shall not be lawful to impose tax,
tribute, or duty, upon them.

25 And thou, Ezra, after the chochmah of thy G-d, that is in thine hand, set magistrates
and judges, whichmay judge all the people that are in Beyond-the-River,§ all such as know
the laws of thy G-d; and teach ye them that know them not.

26 And whosoever will not do the law of thy G-d, and the law of the Melech, let
punishment be executed speedily upon him, whether it be unto death, or to banishment,
or to confiscation of goods, or to imprisonment.

27 Baruch HASHEM Elohei Avoteinu, Who hath put such a thing as this in the lev
HaMelech, to honor the Beis HASHEMwhich is in Yerushalayim;

28And hath extended chesed unto me before HaMelech, and his counselors, and before
all the mighty officials of the Melech. And I was strengthened because the Yad HASHEM
Elohai was uponme, and I gathered together out of Yisroel chief men to go up withme.

* 7:7 Artaxerxes † 7:7 i.e., 458 B.C.E. ‡ 7:21 Euphrates § 7:25 Euphrates
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8
1These are now the Rashei Avoteihem, and this is the register of them that went upwith

me from Babylon, in the reign of Artachshasta theMelech:
2Of the Bnei Pinchas, Gershom; of the Bnei Itamar, Daniel; of the Bnei Dovid, Chattush;
3Of the Bnei Shechanyah, of the Bnei Parosh, Zecharyah; and with him were reckoned

by register of the zachar 150.
4Of the Bnei Pachat-Moav, Elyeho'einai ben Zerachyah, and with him 200 zachar.
5Of the Bnei Shechanyah, ben Yachaziel, and with him 300 zachar.
6Of the banim also of Adin, Eved ben Yonatan, and with him 50 zachar.
7And of the Bnei Eilam, Yeshayah ben Atalyah, and with him 70 zachar.
8And of the Bnei Shephatyah, Zevadyah benMicha'el, and with him 80 zachar.
9Of the Bnei Yoav, Ovadyah ben Yechiel, and with him 218 zachar.
10And of the Bnei Shelomit, ben Yosiphyah, and with him 160 zachar.
11And of the Bnei Bevai, Zecharyah ben Bevai, and with him 28 zachar.
12And of the Bnei Azgad, Yochanan ben Hakkatan, and with him 110 zachar.
13 And of the younger Bnei Adonikam, whose shmot are these, Eliphelet, Ye'iel, and

Shema'yah, and with them 60 zachar.
14Of the banim also of Bigvai, Utai, and Zakkur, and with them 70 zachar.
15And I gathered them together by the river that runneth to Ahava, and there abode we

in tents three days; and I reviewed the people, and the Kohanim, and found there none of
the Bnei Levi.

16Then sent I for Eli'ezer, for Ariel, for Shema'yah, and for Elnatan, and for Yariv, and for
Elnatan, and forNatan, and for Zecharyah, and forMeshullam, chiefmen; also for Yoyariv,
and for Elnatan, men of discernment.

17And I sent themwith commandment unto Iddo the chief at the place called Kasiphya,
and I told them what they should say unto Iddo, and to his brethren the Netinim, at the
place Kasiphya, that they should bring unto us ministers for the Beis Eloheinu.

18And by the good Yad of Eloheinu upon us they brought us an Ish Seichel, of the Bnei
Machli, ben Levi, ben Yisroel; and Sherevyah, with his banim and his brethren, eighteen;

19And Chashavyah, and with him Yeshayah of the Bnei Merari, his brethren and their
banim, twenty;

20Also of theNetinim,whomDovid and the sarim (princes)hadappointed for theAvodas
HaLevi'im, two hundred and twenty Netinim; all of themwere registered by shemot.

21 Then I proclaimed a tzom there, at the Ahava River, that we might afflict ourselves
before Eloheinu, to seek of Him a derech yesharah for us, and for our little ones, and for
all our possessions.

22For Iwas ashamed to require of theMelech a band of soldiers and parashim to protect
us against the enemyon the road; becausewehad spokenunto theMelech, saying, TheYad
Eloheinu is upon all them for tovah that seek Him, but His power and His wrath is against
all them that forsake Him.

23 So we did a tzom and besought Eloheinu for this, and Hewas entreated of us.
24Then I separated twelve of the chief of the Kohanim, Sherevyah, Chashavyah, and ten

of their brethren with them,
25Andweighedout unto them thekesef, and the zahav, and the vessels, even the terumat

Beis Eloheinu,which theMelech, andhis counselors, andhis officials, andkol Yisroel there
present, had given as an offering.

26 I even weighed out unto their hand six hundred and fifty talents of kesef, and vessels
of kesef one hundred talents, and of zahav one hundred talents;

27 Also twenty bowls of zahav, of a thousand darics; and two vessels of nechoshet,
precious as zahav.

28And I said unto them, Ye are kodesh untoHASHEM; the vessels are kodesh also; and the
kesef and the zahav are a nedavah unto HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem.

29Watch ye, and guard them, until ye weigh them before the chief of the Kohanim and
the Levi'im, and chief of the avot of Yisroel, at Yerushalayim, in the chambers of the Beis
HASHEM.

30 So took the kohanim and the Levi'im the weight of the kesef, and the zahav, and the
vessels, to bring them to Yerushalayim unto the Beis Eloheinu.

31 Then we departed from the Ahava River on the twelfth day of the first month, to go
unto Yerushalayim; and the Yad Eloheinuwas upon us, and delivered us from the hand of
the enemy, and the bandit laying in wait along the Derech (road).

32Andwe came to Yerushalayim, and abode there three days.
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33 Now on the fourth day was the kesef and the zahav and the vessels weighed in the
Beis Eloheinu by the yad of Meremot ben Uriyah HaKohen; and with himwas El'azar ben
Pinchas; and with themwas Yozavad ben Yeshua, and Noadyah ben Binnui, the Levi'im;

34Bymispar (number) and byweight of every one; and all theweight waswritten at that
time.

35Also the children of those that had been carried away, the Bnei HaGolus, offered olot
unto Elohei Yisroel, twelve bulls for kol Yisroel, ninety and six rams, seventy and seven
lambs, twelve he-goats for a sin offering; all this was an olah unto HASHEM.

36And they delivered the orders of theMelech unto the Satraps of theMelech, and to the
governors of Beyond-the-River* and they gave support to HaAm, and the Beis HaElohim.

9
1Nowwhen these things were completed, the sarim came to me, saying, HaAm Yisroel,

and the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, have not separated themselves from the Am HaAretz,
doing according to their abominations, even of the Kena'ani, the Chitti, the Perizzi, the
Yevusi, the Ammoni, the Moavi, the Egyptians, and the Emori.

2 For they have taken of their banot for themselves, and for their banim, so that the
zera hakodesh have mingled themselves with the Am HaAretz; yea, the yad of the sarim
(princes) and officials hath been chief in this trespass.

3Andwhen I heard this thing, Imade keriah ofmy garment andmymantle, and plucked
off the hair of my head and of my beard, and sat down appalled.

4Then were assembled aroundme every one that trembled at the Divrei Elohei Yisroel,
because of the transgression of those of the Golus; and I sat appalled until the minchat
haerev.

5And at theminchat haerev I arose up frommy abasement, and havingmade the keriah
ofmygarmentandmymantle, I fell uponmyknees, andspreadoutmyhandsuntoHASHEM
Elohai,

6Anddavened,OElohai, I amashamedandamdisgraced to liftupmyface to thee, Elohai,
for avonoteinu are increased over our head, and ashmateinu (our guilt) is reachedupunto
Shomayim.

7 Since the days of Avoteinu have we been in a great trespass unto this day; and for
avonoteinu have we, our melachim, and our Kohanim, been delivered into the hand of
the melachim of the lands, to the cherev, to captivity, and to spoil, and to humiliation of
face, as it is this day.

8And now for a little space grace hath been shown from HASHEM Eloheinu, to leave us
to escape a she'ar (remnant), and to give us a peg in hisMakomKodesh, that Eloheinumay
lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage.

9 For we were avadim; yet Eloheinu hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath
extended cheseduntous in the sight of theMelachimofParas (Persia), to giveus a reviving,
to set up the Beis Eloheinu, and to repair the ruins thereof, and to give us awall in Yehudah
and in Yerushalayim.

10And now, O Eloheinu, what shall we say after this? For we have forsaken Thymitzvot,
11WhichThouhast commandedbyThyavadim thenevi'im, saying,HaAretz, untowhich

ye go to possess it, is an eretz niddah (unclean land)with the filthiness of the AmHaAretz,
with their abominations, which have filled it from one end to another with their tum'a.

12 Now therefore give not your banot unto their banim, neither take their banot unto
your banim, nor further their shalom or their prosperity ad olam, that ye may be strong,
and eat the good of the land and leave it for your banim ad olam.

13 And after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and for our great guilt, seeing
that Thou Eloheinu hast punished us less than avoneinu deserve, and hast given us such
deliverance as this,

14Shouldwe again break Thymitzvot, and join in affinitywith the people of these to'evot
(abominations)? Wouldest not Thou be angry with us till Thou hadst consumed us, so that
there should be no she'erit (remnant) nor escaping?

15HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, Thou art tzaddik; for we remain yet escaped, as it is this day;
hineni, we are before Thee in our guilt, thoughwe cannot stand before Thee because of it.

10
1Now while Ezra was davening and making vidduy, weeping and prostrating himself

before the Beis HaElohim, a Kahal rav me'od, anashim, nashim, and yeladim, gathered to
him from Yisroel, for the people wept bitterly.

* 8:36 Euphrates
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2And Shechanyah ben Yechiel, of the Bnei Eilam, answered and said to Ezra, We have
been unfaithful to Eloheinu, have married foreign am ha'aretz women; yet now there is
mikveh for Yisroel in spite of this.

3 So now let us make a Brit with Eloheinu to put away all nashim and that born of them,
according to the counsel of Adonoi and the charedim at the mitzvot of Eloheinu; and let it
be done according to the Torah.

4Arise! For this matter is your responsibility; but we will be with you; chazak and act.
5ThenEzra rose andmade the leadingKohanim, theLevi'im, andkol Yisroel takeanoath

that they would do according to this proposal; so they took the oath.
6 Then Ezra arose from before the Beis HaElohim and went into the chamber of

Yehochanan ben Elyashiv. Although hewent there, he did not eat lechem, nor drinkwater,
for he wasmourning over the unfaithfulness of those of the Golus.

7 And they issued a proclamation throughout Yehudah and Yerushalayim to all the
Banim of the Golus, that they should assemble at Yerushalayim,

8And that whoever would not come within three days, according to the counsel of the
sarim and the zekenim, all his possessions should be forfeited and he himself excluded
from the Kahal of those of the Golus.

9 So all the men of Yehudah and Binyamin assembled at Yerushalayim within the three
days. Itwas theninthmonthon the twentiethof themonth, andkolHaAmsat in the rechov
before the Beis HaElohim, distressed by the occasion and the heavy rain.

10 Then Ezra HaKohen stood up and said to them, You have been unfaithful and have
married foreign women adding to Ashmat Yisroel.

11 Now, therefore, make confession to HASHEM Elohei Avoteichem and do His will;
separate yourselves from the am ha'aretz and from the foreign women.

12Then Kol HaKahal answered and said with a kol gadol, Ken! As you have said, so it is
our duty to do.

13 But there are Am rav, it is the rainy season, and we are not able to stand bachotz
(outside). Nor can thematter be done in one or two days, for we have transgressed greatly
in this matter.

14 Let our leaders represent the Kol HaKahal and let all those in our towns who have
married foreignwomen come at appointed times, togetherwith the ziknei ir and shofetim
of each town until the charon af Eloheinu on account of this matter is turned away from
us.

15 Only Yonatan ben Asahel and Yachzeyah ben Tikvah supported by Meshullam and
Shabetai the Levi stood opposed.

16 But the Banim of the Golus did so. And Ezra HaKohen selected anashim who were
Rashei HaAvot for each of their fatherʼs households, all of them by shemot. So they
convened on the first day of the tenthmonth to investigate thematter.

17And they finished investigating all men who had married foreign women by the 1st
day of the 1stmonth.

18And among the Bnei HaKohanimwho hadmarried foreign womenwere found of the
Bnei Yeshua ben Yotzadak, and his brothers; Ma'aseiyah, Eli'ezer, Yariv, and Gedalyah.

19And they pledged to put away theirwomen, and being guilty, they offered a ramof the
flock for their asham.

20And of the Bnei Immer there were Chanani and Zevadyah;
21and of the Bnei of Charim; Ma'aseiyah, Eliyah, Shema'yah, Yechiel, and Uziyah;
22 and of the Bnei of Pashchur; Elyo'einai, Ma'aseiyah, Yishmael, Netanel, Yozavad, and

El'asah.
23 And of Levi'im there were Yozavad, Shime'i, Kelayah (that is, Kelita), Petachyah,

Yehudah, and Eli'ezer.
24 And of the singers there was Elyashiv; and of the gatekeepers; Shallum, Telem, and

Uri.
25 And of Yisroel, of the Bnei of Parosh there were Remiyah, Yizziyah, Malchiyah,

Miyamin, El'azar, Malkiyah, and Benayah;
26And of the Bnei Eilam; Matanyah, Zecharyah, Yechiel, Avdi, Yeremot, and Eliyah;
27And of the Bnei Zattu; Elyo'einai, Elyashiv, Matanyah, Yeremot, Zavad, and Aziza;
28And of the Bnei Bevai; Yehochanan, Chananyah, Zabbai, and Atlai;
29And of the Bnei Bani; Meshullam, Malluch, and Adayah, Yashuv, Sheal, and Ramot;
30And of the Bnei Pachat-Moav; Adna, Kelal, Benayah, Ma'aseiyah, Matanyah, Betzalel,

Binnui, andMenasheh;
31And of the Bnei Charim; Eli'ezer; Yishiyah, Malkiyah, Shema'yah, Shim'on,
32Binyamin, Malluch, and Shemaryah;
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33Of the Bnei of Chashum;Matnai, Mattattah, Zavad, Eliphelet, Yeremai, Menasheh, and
Shime'i;

34Of the Bnei Bani; Ma'adai, Amram, U'el,
35Benayah, Bedyah, Keluhi,
36Vanyah, Meremot, Elyashiv,
37Matanyah, Matnai, Ya'asai,
38Bani, Binnui, Shime'i,
39 Shelemyah, Natan, Adayah,
40Machnavdai, Shashai, Sharai,
41Azare'el, Shelemyah, Shemaryah,
42 Shallum, Amaryah, and Yosef.
43 Of the Bnei Nevo there were Ye'iel, Mattityah, Zavad, Zevina, Yaddai, Yoel, and

Benayah.
44All thesehad taken foreignwomen, and someof themwives bywhomtheyhadbanim.
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Nechemyah
1The Divrei Nechemyah ben Chakhalyah.
And it came to pass in the month Kislev, in the twentieth year,* as I was in Shushan the

capital,†
2That Chanani, one ofmy achim,‡ came, he and certainmen, fromYehudah; and I asked

themconcerning the remnantof theYehudimthathadsurvived theExile,§ andconcerning
Yerushalayim.

3And they saiduntome, The remnant that have survived theExile* there in theprovince
are in ra'ah gedolah and reproach; the Chomat Yerushalayim also is broken down, and the
gates thereof are burned with eish.

4And it came to pass, when I heard thesewords, that I sat down andwept, andmourned
for several yamim, and did a tzom, and davened before Elohei HaShomayim,

5 And said, O HASHEM Elohei HaShomayim, HaEl HaGadol v'HaNora, that is shomer
habrit vachesed for them that loveHimand are shomermitzvot overHis commandments,

6Let Thine ear nowbe attentive, and Thine eyes open, that Thoumayest hear the tefillah
of Thy eved, which I am davening before Thee now, yomam valailah, for the Bnei Yisroel
Thy avadim, andmitvaddeh al chattot (confess the sins) of the Bnei Yisroel, whichwe have
sinned against Thee. Both I and the Bais Avi have sinned.

7Wehave dealt very corruptly against Thee, and have not been shomermitzvot, neither
over the chukkim, nor themishpatim, which Thou commandedst Moshe Thy eved.

8Remember, theword that Thou commandedstMoshe Thy eved, saying, If ye transgress,
I will scatter you abroad among the nations,

9 But if ye make teshuvah and turn unto Me, and are shomer over My mitzvot, and do
them; though there were of you those exiled unto the uttermost part of HaShomayim, yet
will I gather them from there, and will bring them unto the place† that I have chosen to
make dwell Shmi (MyName) there.

10 Now these are Thy Avadim and Thy Am, whom Thou hast redeemed by Thy ko'ach
hagadol, and by Thy Yad HaChazakah.

11O Adonoi, let now Thine ear be attentive to the tefillah of Thy eved, and to the tefillah
of ThyAvadim,who desire to fear Thy Shem; and give success to Thy eved today, and grant
him rachamim in the sight of this man.
For I was theMashkeh l'Melech.

2
1And it came topass in themonthNisan, in the twentiethyearofArtachshastaHaMelech,

that yayin was before him; and I took up the yayin, and gave it unto HaMelech.Now I had
not been previously sad in his presence.

2Wherefore HaMelech said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not
choleh (sick)? This is nothing else but ro'ah lev. Then I was verymuch afraid,

3And said unto HaMelech, HaMelech l'olam yicheyeh. Why should notmy countenance
look sad, when HaIr, the Bais Kivrot Avotai, lieth in ruins, and the gates thereof are
consumedwith eish?

4ThenHaMelech saiduntome, Forwhat dost Thoumake request? So I davened to Elohei
HaShomayim.

5And I said unto HaMelech, If it please HaMelech, and if thy eved have found favor in
thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Yehudah, unto the Ir Kivrot Avotai, that I may
rebuild her.

6 And HaMelech said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy
journey be, and when wilt thou return? So it pleased HaMelech to send me; and I set for
him a zman.

7Moreover I said unto HaMelech, If it please HaMelech, let iggrot be given me to the
governors Beyond the River, that they may provide me safe conduct till I come into
Yehudah;

8And an iggeret unto Asaph the Shomer of the forest of HaMelech, that he may give me
timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress by the Beis, and for the Chomat HaIr,
and for the bais that I shall occupy. AndHaMelech grantedme, according to the Yad Elohai
Hatovah uponme.

* 1:1 i.e., 445 B.C.E. † 1:1 of Persia ‡ 1:2 See 7:2 § 1:2 the Golus * 1:3 the Golus † 1:9 i.e., Yerushalayim
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9 Then I came to the governors Beyond the River,* and gave them the Iggrot HaMelech.
NowHaMelech had sent captains of the armyandparashim (a troopof horsemen)withme.

10When Sanvalat the Choroni, and Toviyah the eved (official), the Ammoni, heard of it, it
grieved themwith a ra'ah gedolah that there was come an adam to seek the welfare of the
Bnei Yisroel.

11 So I came to Yerushalayim; was there 3 yamim.
12And I arose in the lailah, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what

Elohai had put in my lev to do for Yerushalayim; neither was there any mount with me,
save themount that I rode upon.

13And Iwent out by lailah by the Valley Gate, even before theDragonʼs Spring, and to the
Dung Gate,† and made inspection of the Chomat Yerushalayim, which had been broken
down, and the gates thereof that were consumedwith eish.

14Then Iwent on to the Fountain Gate, and to the Kingʼs Pool,‡ but therewas no place for
themount that was under me to pass.

15Then went I up in the lailah by way of the valley, and viewed the Chomah (Wall), and
turned back, and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned.

16And the officials knew not where I went, or what I did; neither as yet to the Yehudim,
nor to the Kohanim, nor to the Nobles, nor to the Rulers, nor to the rest that were to do the
melachah (work) had I said anything.

17 Then said I unto them, Ye see hara'ah (the trouble) that we are in, how Yerushalayim
lieth in ruins, and the gates thereof are burned with eish; come, and let us rebuild the
Chomat Yerushalayim, that we suffer derision nomore.

18 Then I told them of the Yad Elohai Hatovah which was upon me; as also the Divrei
HaMelech that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and rebuild. So they
strengthened their hands in tovah (in the good).

19 But when Sanvalat the Choroni, and Toviyah the eved (official), the Ammoni, and
Geshem the Arab, heard it, they laughed at us inmockery, and despised us, and said,What
is this thing that ye do? Against HaMelech will you bemoredim (ones rebelling)?

20 Then answered I them, and said unto them, Elohei HaShomayim, He will give us
success; therefore we His avadim will arise and rebuild; but ye have no chelek (allotted
portion), nor tzadakah (right), nor zikaron b'Yerushalayim (history to commemorate in
Jerusalem).

3
1ThenElyashiv theKohenHaGadol roseupwithhis achimtheKohanim, and they rebuilt

the SheepGate; they set it apart as kodesh, and set up the daletot of it; evenunto theMigdal
HaMe'ah they set it apart as kodesh, unto theMigdal Chanan'el.

2And next unto him the Anshei Yericho built. And next to them built Zakkur ben Imri.
3But the Fish Gate did the Bnei Hasnaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and set

up the daletot thereof, the locks, and the bars thereof.
4 And next unto them Meremot ben Uriyah ben Hakotz made repairs. And next unto

them Meshullam ben Berekhyah ben Meshezav'el made repairs. And next unto them
Tzadok ben Ba'ana did so.

5Andnext unto them the Tekoimbuilt; but their Nobles put not their necks to theAvodas
adoneihem.

6 Moreover Yoyada ben Paseach and Meshullam ben Besodyah made repairs on the
Sha'ar HaYeshanah; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the daletot, and the locks, and
the bars thereof.

7And next unto them repaired Melatyah the Giv'oni, and Yadon the Meronoti, the men
of Giv'on, and of Mitzpah, upto the seat of the governor of Beyond the River.*

8Next unto him repaired Uzziel ben Charhayah, one of the goldsmiths. Next unto him
also repaired Chananyah son of the perfumers, and they fortified Yerushalayim upto the
BroadWall.

9 And next unto them repaired Refayah ben Chur, the ruler of half the district of
Yerushalayim.

10 And next unto them repaired Yedayah ben Charumaph, opposite his bais. And next
unto him repaired Chattush ben Chashavneyah.

11Malkiyah ben Charim, and Chashuv ben Pachat-Moav, repaired the other section, and
theMigdal HaTannurim.

* 2:9 Euphrates † 2:13 3:13 ‡ 2:14 Pool of Shiloah * 3:7 Euphrates
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12 And next unto him repaired Shallum ben Halochesh, the ruler of half the district of
Yerushalayim, he and his banot.

13 The Valley Gate repaired Chanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoach; they rebuilt it,
and set up the daletot thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and 1,000 cubits of
Chomah unto the Dung Gate.

14But the Dung Gate did Malkiyah ben Rechav, the ruler of the district of Beit-Hakerem
repair; he rebuilt it, and set up the daletot thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof.

15But the Fountain Gate did Shallun ben Kol-Chozeh, ruler ofMitzpah district repair; he
rebuilt it, covered it, set up the daletot thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and
the chomah of the Pool of Shelach† by the GanHaMelech, and upto the stairs that go down
from the Ir Dovid.

16After him repaired Nechemyah ben Azbuk, the ruler of half the district of Beit-Tzur,
unto the place opposite the Kivrei Dovid, and to the artificial pool, and unto the Bais
HaGiborim.

17 After him repaired the Levi'im, Rechum ben Bani. Next unto him repaired
Chashavyah, the ruler of half the district of Ke'ilah, in his district.

18After him repaired their achim, Bavai ben Chenadad, ruler half the Ke'ilah district.
19 And next to him repaired Ezer ben Yeshua, the ruler of Mitzpah, another section

fronting the ascent to the armory at the Corner.
20AfterhimBaruchbenZakai zealously repaired theother section, from theCornerunto

the petach Bais Elyashiv the Kohen HaGadol.
21 After him repaired Meremot ben Uriyah ben Hakotz another section, from the

entrance of the Bais Elyashiv even to the end of the Bais Elyashiv.
22And after him repaired the Kohanim, whowere themen of the surrounding area.
23 After him repaired Binyamin and Chashuv opposite their bais. After him repaired

Azaryah benMa'aseiyah ben Ananyah etzel (beside)‡ his bais.
24After him repaired Binnui ben Chenadad another section, from the bais Azaryah unto

the Corner, even unto the Pinnah.
25Palal ben Uzai, opposite the Corner, and theMigdal which projects from upper part of

the Bais HaMelech, that was by the khatzer (court) of the Guard. After him Pedayah ben
Parosh,

26And the Netenim (servants of the Bais Hamikdash) dwelt on Ophel, made repairs unto
the place opposite theWater Gate on the east, and themigdal that projects out.

27 After them the Tekoim repaired another section, opposite the great migdal that
projects out, even unto the Chomat Ophel.

28From above the Horse Gate repaired the Kohanim, every one opposite his bais.
29 After them repaired Tzadok ben Immer opposite his bais. After him repaired also

Shema'yah ben Shechanyah, the Shomer of the East Gate.
30After him repaired Chananyah ben Shelemyah, and Chanun the sixth son of Tzalaph,

another section. After him repaired Meshullam ben Berekhyah opposite his living
quarters.

31After him repairedMalkiyah one of the goldsmiths unto the place of the Netenim, and
of themerchants, opposite the Sha'ar HaMifkad, and to the aliyyat hapinnah.

32And between the aliyyat hapinnah unto the Sheep Gate repaired the goldsmiths and
themerchants.

33But it came to pass, thatwhen Sanvalat heard thatwewere rebuilding the Chomah, he
was angered, took great indignation, mocked the Yehudim.

34And he spoke before his brethren and the army of Shomron, and said, What do these
feeble Yehudim? Will they fortify themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish in a
day? Will they revive the avanim out of the heaps of the burned rubble?

35NowToviyah theAmmoniwas by him, andhe said, Even thatwhich they build, if a fox
climb up on it, even he shall break down their chomat avanim.

36Shema, Eloheinu, forwearedespised; turn their insults upon their ownhead, andgive
them as plunder in a land of captivity;

37And cover not their avon, and let not their chattat be blotted out from before thee, for
they threw insults in the face of HaBonim.

38Sowe rebuilt HaChomah, and kol HaChomahwas joined together unto half the height
thereof, for HaAm had amind to work.

† 3:15 Shiloah ‡ 3:23 Prov 8:30
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4
1But it came topass, thatwhenSanvalat, andToviyah, and theArabs, and theAmmonim,

and theAshdodim, heard about the Chomat Yerushalayim, that its repairs had gone ahead,
and that the gaps began to be closed up, then they were very angry,

2And they plotted all of them together to come and to fight against Yerushalayim, and to
hinder it.

3NeverthelesswedaveneduntoEloheinu, andset awatchagainst themyomamvalailah,
because of them.

4And Yehudah said, The koach of the bearers of burdens is giving out, and there ismuch
rubble, so that we are not able to rebuild the Chomah (Wall).

5Andouradversaries said, They shall havenoda'as, neither see, tillwe come in themidst
among them, and slay them, and cause themelachah (work) to cease.

6 And it came to pass, that when the Yehudim which dwelt near them came, they said
unto us eser pe'amim,Wherever ye turn, they will be upon us.

7 Therefore set I behind the lower places of the Chomah, and on the exposed places, I
even set HaAm by their mishpekhot with their swords, their spears, and their bows.

8And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the Nobles, and to the Officials, and to the rest
of HaAm, Be not ye afraid of them. Remember Adonoi HaGadol vHaNorah, and fight for
your achim, your banim, and your banot, your nashim, and your batim.

9 And it came to pass, when our enemies were aware that it was known unto us,
and HaElohim had brought their etzah (plan) to nought, that we returned all of us to
HaChomah, every one unto his melachah (work).

10And it came to pass from that day forth, that half ofmymen did themelachah, and the
other half of them held the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the body armor; and the
officials posted themselves behind Kol Bais Yehudah

11Whowere HaBonim BaChomah. And they that bore burdens, carried their loads such
that each one with one of his hands did the melachah, and with the other hand held a
weapon.

12 For the Bonim, every one had his cherev girded by his side, and so built. And he that
sounded the shofar was byme.

13And I said unto the Nobles, and to the Officials, and to the rest of haAm, Themelachah
is great and spread out, and we are separated along the Chomah, one far from another.

14 In what place therefore ye hear the kol haShofar, rally ye thither unto us; Eloheinu
shall fight for us.

15 So we labored in the melachah, and half of them held the spears from the break of
dawn till the kokhavim appeared.

16 Likewise at the same time said I unto HaAm, Let every one with his servant lodge
within Yerushalayim, that in halailah they may be a mishmar (guard) to us, and at hayom
amelachah (workman).

17 So neither I, nor my brethren, nor mymen, nor the anshei hamishmar (themen of the
guard) which followed me, none of us put off our clothes; every one carried his weapon,
even when he went for water.

5
1 And there was a great outcry of HaAm and of their nashim against their achim the

Yehudim.
2 For there were that said, We, our banim, and our banot, are rabbim (many); therefore

wemust get dagan (grain) for them, that wemay eat, and live.
3 Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our sadot (fields), kramim

(vineyards), and batim (houses), that wemight buy dagan, because of the ra'av (famine).
4 There were also that said, We have borrowed kesef for the tax of HaMelech, and that

upon our sadot and kramim.
5Yet now our basar is the same as the basar of acheinu (our brethren, countrymen), our

banot as their banot; and, hinei, we bring into the bondage of slavery our banim and our
banot, and some of our banot are brought unto bondage already, neither is it in our power
to redeem them, for other men have our sadot and kramim.

6And I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these devarim.
7 Then I consulted my own thoughts, and I rebuked the Nobles,* and the officials, and

said unto them, Ye exactmassa (usury),† every one fromhis brother. And I called a kehillah
gedolah against them.

* 5:7 See 3:5 † 5:7 i.e., seizing what is pledged against debts, whether people, land, or property
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8 And I said unto them, We as far as we have ability have redeemed acheinu (bought
back our brethren) the Yehudim, which were sold unto the Goyim; and will ye even sell
your brethren? Or shall they be sold back unto us? Then they were speechless, and found
nothing to answer.

9 Also I said, It is not tov this thing ye are doing. Ought ye not to walk in the fear of
Eloheinu and end the derision of the Goyim oyveinu (our enemies)?

10 I likewise, and my brethren, and my men, have allowed them to borrow kesef and
dagan; let us stop now this massa (burden of debt).

11 Restore, now, to them, even today, their sadot, their kramim, their zayit groves, and
their batim (houses), also the usury of the hundredth part of the kesef, and of the dagan,
the tirosh (newwine), and the yitzhar (olive oil), that ye exact of them.

12Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we do
as thou sayest. Then I summoned the Kohanim, and took an oath of them, that they should
do according to this promise.

13Also I shook out the fold of my robe, and said, So may HaElohim shake out every man
fromhis bais, and from thatwhichbelongs tohim, that keepethnot this promise, even thus
be he shaken out, and emptied. And Kol HaKahal said, Omein, and praised HASHEM. And
HaAm did according to this promise.

14Moreover, from the yom that I was appointed to be their governor in Eretz Yehudah,
from the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artachshasta HaMelech,
that is, twelve shanim, I andmybrethrenhavenot eaten theLechemHaPechah (Allowance
of the Governor).

15But the former governors that had been before me placed a heavy burden on HaAm,
andhad takenof them lechemandyayin, in addition to the forty shekels of kesef; yea, even
their assistants domineered HaAm; but so did not I, because of yirat Elohim.

16 But instead I continued in the melekhet HaChomah (work of this Wall), neither
acquired we any sadeh; and all mymenwere gathered there unto themelachah (work).

17Moreover therewere atmy shulchan a hundred andfifty of the Yehudimand officials,
besides those that came unto us from among the Goyim around us.

18 Now that which was prepared daily was one shor (ox) and six choice sheep; also
poultry were prepared at my expense, and every ten days skins of yayin in quantity of all
kinds; yet for all this required not I the LechemHaPechah, because the avodahwas heavy
upon this people.

19Rememberme, Elohai, for tovah, according to all that I have done for this people.

6
1Now it came to pass when Sanvalat, and Toviyah, and Geshem the Arab, and the rest of

oyveinu (our enemies), heard that I had rebuilt HaChomah, and that there was no peretz
(gap) left therein (though at that time I had not set up the dalatot in the she'arim),

2 That Sanvalat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in one of
thevillages in theplainofOno. But theywere choshevim (theones scheming) todomera'ah
(harm).

3And I sentmalachimunto them, saying, I amdoing amelachahgedolah, so that I cannot
come down. Why should themelachah cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?

4Yet they sent untome thismessage arbahpe'amim; and I answered themafter the same
manner.

5 Then sent Sanvalat his aid unto me in like manner the fifth time with an unsealed
iggeret in his hand;

6Wherein was written, It is reported among the Goyim, and Gashmu saith it, that thou
and the Yehudim are choshevim (the ones scheming) revolt, for which cause thou buildest
the Chomah, that thoumayest be their Melech, according to these reports.

7And thouhast also appointed nevi'im tomake this proclamation about thee at Yerusha-
layim, saying, There is a Melech in Yehudah! Now this report will get back to HaMelech.
Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together.

8 Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such devarim (things) done as thou sayest,
but thou inventest them out of thine own lev.

9 For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, Their hands shall get too weakened
for themelachah, that it be not completed. Now therefore, strengthenmy hands!

10 Afterward I came unto the bais Shema'yah ben Delayah ben Mehetave'el, who was
confined; and he said, Let us meet together in the Bais HaElohim, within the Heikhal, and
let us close thedalatot of theHeikhal, for theywill come to slay thee; yea, tonight they come
to slay thee.
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11And I said, Should such aman as I flee? Andwho is there, that, being as I am,would go
into the Heikhal to save his life? I will not go in.

12 And, hinei, I perceived that Elohim had not sent him; but that he pronounced this
nevu'ah (prophecy) against me, for Toviyah and Sanvalat had hired him.

13Thereforewas he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that theymight
have givenme a shem rah (bad name), that theymight discredit me.

14 Remember, Elohai, Toviyah and Sanvalat according to these their ma'asim, and also
the neviah (prophetess)Noadyah, and the rest of the nevi'im, that would have intimidated
me.

15 So the Chomahwas finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and
two days.

16 And it came to pass, that when all oyveinu (our enemies) heard thereof, and all the
Goyim around us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes, for they
perceived that this melachah was accomplished by Eloheinu.

17Moreover in those days the nobles of Yehudah sent many iggerot unto Toviyah, and
the iggrot of Toviyah weremaking reply unto them.

18 For there were many ba'alei shevuah in Yehudah unto him, because he was the
choson (son-in-law) of Shechanyah ben Arach, and his son Yehochanan had taken the bat
Meshullam ben Berekhyah.

19Also they reported his* merits before me, and uttered mywords to him. And Toviyah
sent letters with the intent of intimidatingme.†

7
1Now it came to pass, when the chomahwas rebuilt, and I had set up the dalatot, and the

gatekeepers and the singers and the Levi'imwere appointed,
2That I gavemy brother Chanani, alongwith Chananyah (the commander of the citadel),

charge over Yerushalayim, for hewas an ish emes, and fearedHaElohimmore thanmany.
3And I said unto them, Let not the gates of Yerushalayimbe openeduntil the shemesh be

hot; andwhile they stand by, let them shut the dalatot, and bar them, and appoint watches
of the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, every one in his watch, and every one to be near his
bais.

4Now the Ir was large and gedolah, but HaAmwere few therein, and the batim (houses)
were not rebuilt.

5 And Elohai put into mine lev to gather together the nobles, and the officials, and the
people, that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a Sefer HaYachash (record
of the genealogy) of themwhich came up at the first, and foundwritten therein:

6 These are the people of the province, that went up out of the Golus captivity, of those
that had been carried away, whom Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel had carried away, and
came again to Yerushalayim and to Yehudah, everyone unto his town;

7 Who came with Zerubavel, Yeshua, Nechemyah, Azaryah, Ra'amyah, Nachamani,
Mordechai, Bilshan, Misperet, Bigvai, Nechum, and Ba'anah.
The number of themen of the people of Yisroel was this:
8The Bnei Parosh, 2,172.
9The Bnei Shephatyah, 372.
10The Bnei Arach, 652.
11The Bnei Pachat-Moav, of the Bnei Yeshua and Yoav, 2,818.
12The Bnei Eilam, 1,254.
13The Bnei Zattu, 845.
14The Bnei Zakai, 760.
15The Bnei Binnui, 648.
16The Bnei Bevai, 628.
17The Bnei Azgad, 2,322.
18The Bnei Adonikam, 667.
19The Bnei Bigvai, 2,067.
20The Bnei Adin, 655.
21The Bnei Ater of Chizkiyah, 98.
22The Bnei Chashum, 328.
23The Bnei Betzai, 324.

* 6:19 Toviyahʼs supposed † 6:19 T.N.We see that the work of G-d had to be accomplished, not in a vacuum of peace
and tranquility, but against the backdrop ofmanipulation and intimidation. Nehemiah gives G-d the credit and the glory
for his escaping every snare.
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24The Bnei Chariph, 112.
25The Bnei Giv'on, 95.
26Themen of Beit-Lechem and Netophah, 188.
27Themen of Anatot, 128.
28Themen of Beit-Azmavet, 42.
29Themen of Kiryat-Ye'arim, Kephirah, and Be'erot, 743.
30Themen of Ramah and Geva, 621.
31Themen of Michmas, 122.
32Themen of Beit-El and Ai, 123.
33Themen of the other Nevo, 52.
34The people of the other Eilam, 1,254.
35The Bnei Charim, 320.
36The Bnei Yericho, 345.
37The Bnei Lod, Chadid, and Ono, 721.
38The Bnei Senaah, 3,930.
39The kohanim; the Bnei Yedayah, of the Bais Yeshua, 973.
40The Bnei Immer, 1,052.
41The Bnei Pashchur, 1,247.
42The Bnei Charim, 1,017.
43The Levi'im; the Bnei Yeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the Bnei Hodvah, 74.
44The singers; the Bnei Asaph, 148.
45The gatekeepers; theBnei Shallum, theBnei Ater, the Bnei Talmon, theBnei Akkuv, the

Bnei Chatita, the Bnei Shovai, 138.
46The Netinim;* the Bnei Tzicha, the Bnei Chasupha, the Bnei Taba'ot,
47The Bnei Keros, the Bnei Sia, the Bnei Padon,
48The Bnei Levanah, the Bnei Chagavah, the Bnei Shalmai,
49The Bnei Chanan, the Bnei Giddel, the Bnei Gachar,
50The Bnei Reayah, the Bnei Retzin, the Bnei Nekoda,
51The Bnei Gazzam, the Bnei Uzza, the Bnei Paseach,
52The Bnei Besai, the Bnei Me'unim, the Bnei Nephushesim,
53The Bnei Bakbuk, the Bnei Chakupha, the Bnei Charchur,
54The Bnei Batzlit, the Bnei Mechida, the Bnei Charsha,
55The Bnei Barkos, the Bnei Sisra, the Bnei Temach,
56The Bnei Netziyach, the Bnei Chatipha.
57The Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo; the Bnei Sotai, the Bnei Sopheret, the Bnei Perida,†
58The Bnei Ya'la, the Bnei Darkon, the Bnei Giddel,
59The Bnei Shephatyah, the Bnei Chattil, the Bnei Pokheret-Hatzvayim, the Bnei Amon.
60All the Netinim, and the Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo, were three hundred ninety and two.
61And thesewere theywhichwent up also fromTel-Melach, Tel-Charsha, Keruv, Addon,

and Immer, but they could not show their bais avot, nor their zera, whether they were of
Yisroel.

62The Bnei Delayah, the Bnei Toviyah, the Bnei Nekoda, 642.
63 And of the kohanim; the Bnei Chavayah, the Bnei Hakotz, the Bnei Barzillai, which

took one of the banot of Barzillai the Gil'adi to wife, and was named after their shem.
64 These sought their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it was

not found; therefore were they, as polluted, put from the Kehunah (Priesthood).
65And the Tirshata said unto them that they should not eat of the kodesh hakodashim

until there stood up a kohenwith Urim and Tummim.
66The kol hakahal together was 42,360,
67 not counting their manservants and their maidservants, of whom there were 7,337;

and they had 245meshorarim (singingmen) andmeshorarot (singingwomen).
68Their susim, seven hundred thirty and six; their mules, two hundred forty and five;
69 Their camels, four hundred thirty and five; six thousand seven hundred and twenty

donkeys.

* 7:46 servants of the Beis Hamikdash † 7:57 T.N. This book teaches that the work of G-d is so difficult, that no one
person can do it alone. People working together is a picture of what is involved in being in a Messianic kehillah or any
ministry for G-d. We are inspired as we see how the wall came together in only 52 days (see Neh 6:15) when Nehemiah
arrived in 445. However, everything was not accomplished quite so fast. The Mizbe'ach and the Beis Hamikdash were
restored and thework took place from 538—515 B.C.E. andwas finally completed after Darius I (522—486 B.C.E.) gave his
official permission, though the foundation of theBeisHamikdashwas laid as early as 536B.C.E. Then came the reforming
work of Ezra in 458 B.C.E. during the reign of Artaxerxes I (465—424).
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70And some of the chief of the avot gave unto the work. The Tirshata (governor) gave to
the treasury a thousand drachmas of zahav, fifty basins, five hundred and thirty kasenos
(garments) for the Kohanim.

71 And some of the chief of the avot gave to the treasury of the work twenty thousand
drachmas of zahav, and two thousand and two hundredmanim of kesef.

72And that which the rest of the people gave was twenty thousand drachmas of zahav,
and two thousandmanim of kesef, and threescore and seven kasenos for the Kohanim.

73So theKohanim, and theLevi'im, and the gatekeepers, and the singers, and someof the
people, and the Netinim, and kol Yisroel, dwelt in their towns; [8:1] and when the seventh
month‡ came, the Bnei Yisroel were in their towns.

8
1 And kol HaAm gathered themselves together as one man into the rechov that was

before the Water Gate; and they spoke unto Ezra HaSofer to bring the Sefer Torat Moshe,
which HASHEM had commanded to Yisroel.

2And Ezra HaKohen brought the Torah before the Kahal both of men and women, and
all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventhmonth.*

3Andheread thereinbefore the rechov thatwasbefore theWaterGate fromthemorning
until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the
ears of kol HaAmwere attentive unto the Sefer HaTorah.

4AndEzraHaSofer stooduponaplatformofwood,which theyhadmade for thepurpose;
and beside him stoodMattityah, and Shema, and Anayah, and Uriyah, and Chilkiyah, and
Ma'aseiyah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedayah, and Mishael, and Malkiyah,
and Chashum, and Chashbadanah, Zecharyah, andMeshullam.

5And Ezra opened the Sefer before the eyes of kol HaAm (for he was above kol HaAm);
and when he opened it, all the people stood up.

6 And Ezra blessed HASHEM, HaElohim HaGadol. And kol HaAm answered, Omein,
Omein, with lifting up their hands; and they bowed, and worshiped HASHEM with their
faces to the ground.

7Also Yeshua, and Bani, and Sherevyah, Yamin, Akkuv, Shabetai, Hodiyah, Ma'aseiyah,
Kelita, Azaryah, Yozavad, Chanan, Pelayah, and the Levi'im caused the people to under-
stand the Torah; and the people stood in their place.

8 So they read from the Sefer Torat HaElohim distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the reading.

9And Nechemyah the Tirshata, and Ezra HaKohen HaSofer, and the Levi'im that taught
the people, said unto all the people, This day is kadosh unto HASHEM Eloheichem; mourn
not, nor weep. For kol HaAmwept, when they heard the words of the Torah.

10Then he said unto them, Go yourway, eat the choice foods, and drink the sweet things,
and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is kadosh unto
Adoneinu; neither be ye grieving; for the chedvah (joy) of HASHEM is your strength.

11 So the Levi'im calmed kol HaAm, saying, Be still, for the day is kadosh; neither be ye
grieved.

12And kol HaAmwent their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make
simchah gedolah, because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.

13And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the avot of kol HaAm, the
Kohanim, and the Levi'im, unto Ezra HaSofer, to understand the words of the Torah.

14And they found written in the Torah which HASHEM had commanded by Moshe, that
the Bnei Yisroel should dwell in sukkot in the Chag of the seventhmonth,

15 And that they should publish and proclaim in all their towns, and in Yerushalayim,
saying, Go forth unto the hill country, and bring back olive branches, and wild olive
branches, and myrtle, and palm branches, and branches of leafy trees, to make sukkot,
as it is written.

16 So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves sukkot, every one
upon the roof of his bais, and in their courtyards, and in the khatzerot Bais HaElohim, and
in the rechov of theWater Gate, and in the rechov of the Ephrayim Gate.

17And kol HaKahal of them that were come again out of the captivity made sukkot, and
sat under the sukkot; for since the days of Yeshua ben Nun unto that day had not the Bnei
Yisroel done so. And there was simchah gedolah.

‡ 7:73 Tishri * 8:2 Rosh Hashanah
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18Alsodaybyday, from thefirst dayunto the last, he read from theSefer ToratHaElohim.
And they kept the Chag seven days; and then came Shmini Atzeret, according unto the
mishpat.

9
1Now in the 24th day of this month the Bnei Yisroel were assembled with a tzom, with

sack-cloth, and adamah upon them.
2And theZeraYisroel separated themselves fromall foreigners, and stoodandconfessed

their chattot, and the avonot of their avot.
3 And they stood up in their place, and read in the Sefer Torat HASHEM Eloheihem one

fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and worshiped HASHEM
Eloheihem.

4 Then stood up upon the platform, of the Levi'im, Yeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, She-
vanyah, Bunni, Sherevyah, Bani, and Kenani, and cried with a kol gadol unto HASHEM
Eloheihem.

5 Then the Levi'im, Yeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Chashavneyah, Sherevyah, Hodiyah,
Shevanyah, and Petachyah, said, Stand up and bless HASHEM Eloheichem for ever and
ever; and blessed be Shem Kevodecha, which is exalted above all brocha and tehillah.

6 Thou, even Thou, art HASHEM alone; Thou hast made HaShomayim, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, ha'aretz, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that
is therein, and Thou preservest them all; and the Tz'va HaShomayimworshipeth Thee.

7Thou art HASHEMHaElohim,Who didst choose Avram, and broughtest him forth out of
Ur Kasdim, and gavest shmo Avraham;

8And foundest his lev ne'eman before Thee, and madest habrit (the covenant)with him
to give the eretz HaKena'ani, the Chitti, the Emori, and the Perizzi, and the Yevusi, and the
Girgashi, to give it to his zera, and hast performed Thy words; for Thou art tzaddik;

9And didst see the affliction of Avoteinu inMitzrayim, and heardest their cry by the Yam
Suf;

10 And showedst otot and mofetim upon Pharaoh, and on all his avadim, and on kol
HaAm of his land; for Thou knewest that they dealt proudly against them. So didst Thou
get Thee a Shem, as it is this day.

11 And Thou didst divide the yam before them, so that they went through the midst of
the yam on the yabashah; and their persecutors Thou threwest into the depths, as an even
(stone) into themighty waters.

12Moreover Thou leddest them in the day by an Ammud Anan; and in the night by an
Ammud Eish, to give them ohr in the way wherein they should go.

13 Thou camest down also upon Mt Sinai, and spoke with them from Shomayim, and
gavest themmishpatim yesharim, and torot emes, chukkim andmitzvot tovim;

14Andmadest knownunto themThy Shabbos Kadosh, and commandedst themmitzvot,
chukkim, and torah, by the yad of Moshe Thy eved;

15 And gavest them lechem from Shomayim for their hunger, and broughtest forth
mayim for them out of the rock for their thirst, and promisedst them that they should go
in to possess Ha'Aretz which Thou hadst sworn to give them.

16But they and Avoteinu dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and paid heed not to
Thymitzvot,

17 And refused to obey, neither were mindful of Thy wonders that Thou didst among
them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a rosh to return to their
bondage; but Thou art Eloah Selichot, channun and rachum, slow to anger, and of great
chesed, and forsookest them not.

18 Yea, when they had made them an egel massekhah, and said, This is Eloheicha
that brought thee up out of Mitzrayim, or when they committed ne'atzot gedolot (great
blasphemies);

19 Yet Thou in Thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the midbar; the Ammud
heAnan departed not from them by day, to lead them in HaDerech; neither the Ammud
HaEish by night, to show them light, and HaDerech wherein they should walk.

20Thougavest alsoThyRuachHaTovah to instruct them, andwithheldest not Thymanna
from their mouth, and gavest themmayim for their thirst.

21 Yea, arba'im shanah didst Thou sustain them in the midbar, so that they lacked
nothing; their clothes did not wear out, and their feet swelled not.

22Moreover Thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, allotting them as a boundary; so
they possessed Eretz Sichon, and EretzMelech Cheshbon, and Eretz OgMelechHaBashan.
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23 Their children also multipliedst Thou as the kokhavim of Shomayim, and broughtest
them into Ha'Aretz, concerningwhich Thou hadst promised to their avot, that they should
go in to possess it.

24 So the children went in and possessed Ha'Aretz, and Thou subduedst before them
the inhabitants of the land, the Kena'anim, and gavest them into their hands, with their
melachim, and the people of the land, that theymight do with them as they would.

25And they took fortified cities, and an adamah shemenah, and possessed batim full of
all goods, wells dug, kramim, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance; so they did eat,
and were filled, and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great goodness.

26 Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against Thee, and cast Thy torah
behind their backs, and slaughtered Thynevi'imwhich testified against them to turn them
to Thee, and they wrought ne'atzot gedolot.

27 Therefore Thou deliveredst them into the yad of their enemies, who oppressed
them; and in the time of their tzoros, when they cried unto Thee, Thou heardest them
from Shomayim; and according to Thy manifold mercies Thou gavest them moshi'im
(deliverers), who saved them out of the yad of their enemies.

28 But after they had rest, they did rah again before Thee; therefore Thou abandoned
them unto the hand of their enemies, so that they had the dominion over them; yet when
they returned, cried unto Thee, Thou heardest them from Shomayim; and many times
didst Thou deliver them according to Thymercies;

29And testifiedst against them, that Thoumightest bring them again unto Thy torah; yet
they dealt proudly, andpaidheednot unto Thymitzvot, but sinned against Thymishpatim,
which if a man do, he shall live in them; and they stubbornly turned their backs, and
hardened their neck, and would not hear.

30Yetmany shanimdidst Thou forbear them, and testifiedst against themby ThyRuach*
by Thy nevi'im; yetwould they not give ear; therefore gavest Thou them into the yad of the
peoples of the lands.

31 Nevertheless for Thy great merciesʼ sake Thou didst not utterly consume them, nor
forsake them; for Thou art El Channun v'Rachum.

32Now therefore, Eloheinu, the great, themighty, and the terrible G-d, Who keepest brit
and chesed, let not all the hardships seem little before Thee, that hath come upon us, on
melacheinu, on sareinu, and on Kohaneinu, and on nevi'einu, and on Avoteinu, and on all
Thy people, since the time of themelachim of Assyria unto this day.

33Howbeit Thou art tzaddik in all that is brought upon us; for Thou hast done emes, but
we have done wrong;

34Neither havemelacheinu, sareinu, Kohaneinu, nor Avoteinu, kept Thy torah, nor paid
heed unto Thymitzvot and Thy testimonies, wherewith Thou didst testify against them.

35 For they have not served Thee in their malchut, and in Thy great goodness that Thou
gavest them, and in the large and fertile land which Thou gavest before them, neither
turned they from their wicked works.

36Hinei, we are avadim this day, and for the land that Thou gavest unto Avoteinu to eat
the fruit thereof and the good thereof, hinei, we are avadim in it;

37And it yieldethmuch increase unto themelachimwhomThouhast set over us because
of chattoteinu; also they have dominion over geviyyoteinu, and over our cattle, at their
pleasure, and we are in tzarah gedolah.

10
1And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our sarim, Levi'im,

and Kohanim, seal unto it.
2Now those that sealed were, Nechemyah the tirshata ben Chakhalyah, and Tzidkiyah,
3 Serayah, Azaryah, Yirmeyah,
4Pashchur, Amaryah, Malkiyah,
5Chattush, Shevanyah, Maluch,
6Charim, Meremot, Ovadyah,
7Daniel, Ginton, Baruch,
8Meshullam, Aviyah, Miyamin,
9Ma'azyah, Bilgai, Shema'yah; these were the kohanim.
10And the Levi'im; both Yeshua ben Azanyah, Binnui of the Bnei Chenadad, Kadmiel;
11And their brethren, Shevanyah, Hodiyah, Kelita, Pelayah, Chanan,
12Micha, Rechov, Chashavyah,

* 9:30Hakodesh
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13Zakkur, Sherevyah, Shevanyah,
14Hodiyah, Bani, and Beninu.
15The chiefs of the people: Parosh, Pachat-Moav, Eilam, Zattu, Bani,
16Bunni, Azgad, Bevai,
17Adoniyah, Bigvai, Adin,
18Ater, Chizkiyah, Azzur,
19Hodiyah, Chashum, Betzai,
20Chariph, Anatot, Neivai,
21Magpiash, Meshullam, Chezir,
22Meshezav'el, Tzadok, Yaddua,
23Pelatyah, Chanan, Anayah,
24Hoshea, Chananyah, Chashuv,
25Halochesh, Pilcha, Shovek,
26Rechum, Chashavnah, Ma'aseiyah,
27And Achiyah, Chanan, Anan,
28Maluch, Charim, Ba'anah.
29And the rest of the people, the Kohanim, the Levi'im, the gatekeepers, the singers, the

Netinim, and all they that had separated themselves from the peoples of the lands unto the
Torat HaElohim, their wives, their banim, and their banot, every one having knowledge,
and having understanding;

30 They were the machazikim (the ones joining) with their brethren, their nobles, and
bound themselves with a curse, and into an oath, to walk in Torat HaElohim, which
was given by Moshe Eved HaElohim, and to be shomer to do all the mitzvot of HASHEM
Adoneinu, and His mishpatim and His chukkot;

31And thatwewouldnot give our banot unto thepeoples of the land, not take their banot
for our banim;

32And if the people of the land bring merchandise or any grain on Shabbos or on Yom
Kodesh to sell, that we would not buy it of them on Shabbos, or on Yom Kodesh; and that
we would every Shanah HaShevi'it* forgo working the land andwill cancel all debts.

33Also we will assume on us mitzvot, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a
shekel for the Avodat Beis Eloheinu;†

34 For the Lechem HaMa'arekhet, and for the Minchat HaTamid, and for the Olat
HaTamid, of the Shabbatot, of the Chodashim, for theMo'adim, and for the Kodashim, and
for the Chatta'ot to make kapporah for Yisroel, and for all the work of the Beis Eloheinu.

35 And we cast the goralot among the Kohanim, the Levi'im, and the people, for the
korban of thewood, to bring it into the Beis Eloheinu, after the batim of Avoteinu, at times
appointed year by year, to burn upon theMizbe'ach of HASHEM Eloheinu, as it is written in
the Torah;‡

36 And to bring the bikkurei admateinu, and the bikkurei kol pri kol etz, year by year,
unto Beis HASHEM;

37 Also the bechorot baneinu, and of our cattle, as it is written in the Torah, and the
firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the Beis Eloheinu, unto the Kohanim
that minister in the Beis Eloheinu;

38 And that we should bring the reshit arisoteinu, and our offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, of tirosh and of oil, unto the Kohanim, to the storerooms of the Beis
Eloheinu; and thema'aser of our land unto the Levi'im, that the sameLevi'immight collect
me'a'serim in all the cities of avodateinu.

39And the Kohen Ben Aharon shall be with the Levi'im, when the Levi'im receive tithes;
and the Levi'im shall bring up the ma'aser hama'aser unto the Beis Eloheinu, to the
storerooms, into the Beis HaOtzar.

40 For the Bnei Yisroel and the Bnei Levi shall bring the terumah of the grain, of the
tirosh, and the oil, unto the storerooms, where are Keli HaMikdash, and the Kohanim that
minister, and the gatekeepers, and the singers; and wewill not forsake the Beis Eloheinu.

11
1 And the rulers of the people dwelt at Yerushalayim; the rest of the people also cast

goralot, to bring one of ten to dwell in Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh, and nine parts to dwell
in other cities.

2 And the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell at
Yerushalayim.

* 10:32 Ex 23:11 † 10:33Mt 17:24 ‡ 10:35 Lv 6:12-13



NECHEMYAH 11:3 505 NECHEMYAH 11:36

3Now these are the chiefs of the province that dwelt in Yerushalayim, but in the towns
of Yehudah dwelt every one in his possession in their towns — Yisroel, the Kohanim, and
the Levi'im, and the Netinim, and the Bnei Avdei Sh'lomo.

4And at Yerushalayim dwelt certain of the Bnei Yehudah, and of the Bnei Binyamin.
Of the Bnei Yehudah; Atayah ben Uziyah, ben Zecharyah, ben Amaryah, ben Shep-

hatyah, benMahalal'el, of the children of Peretz;
5AndMa'aseiyah ben Baruch, ben Col-Chozeh, ben Chazayah, ben Adayah, ben Yoyariv,

ben Zecharyah, ben Shelah.
6All the Bnei Peretz that dwelt at Yerushalayimwere four hundred threescore and eight

anshei chayil.
7And these are the Bnei Binyamin: Sallu ben Meshullam, ben Yoed, ben Pedayah, ben

Kolayah, benMa'aseiyah, ben Itiel, ben Yeshayah.
8And after him Gabai, Sallai, 928.
9And Yoel ben Zichri was their pakid (overseer), and Yehudah ben Hasnuahwas second

over the Ir.
10Of the Kohanim; Yedayah ben Yoyariv, Yachin,
11SerayahbenChilkiyahbenMeshullambenTzadokbenMerayotbenAchituv theNagid

Bais HaElohim.
12And their brethren that did thework of the Beis*were eight hundred twenty and two;

and Adayah ben Yerocham, ben Pelalyah, ben Amtzi, ben Zecharyah, ben Pashchur, ben
Malkiyah.

13 And his brethren, chief of the avot, two hundred forty and two; and Amashsai ben
Azare'el ben Achzai benMeshillemot ben Immer,

14And their brethren, gibborei chayil, one hundred twenty and eight; and their overseer
was Zavdiel ben HaGedolim.

15Also of the Levi'im; Shema'yahbenChashuvbenAzrikambenChashavyahbenBunni;
16And Shabetai and Yozavad, of the chief of the Levi'im, had the oversight of the outside

work of the Beis HaElohim.
17 And Matanyah ben Micha ben Zavdi ben Asaph was the Rosh who began yehodeh†

l'tefilah, and Bakbukyah the second among his brethren, and Avda ben Shammua ben
Galal ben Yedutun.

18All the Levi'im in the Ir HaKodesh were two hundred fourscore and four.
19 Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkuv, Talmon, and their brethren that kept the gates,

were one hundred seventy and two.
20 And the rest of Yisroel, of the Kohanim, and the Levi'im, were in all the cities of

Yehudah, every one in his nachalah.
21But the Netinim dwelt in Ophel, and Tzicha and Gishpa were over the Netinim.
22The overseer also of the Levi'im at Yerushalayimwas Uzzi ben Bani, ben Chashavyah

ben Matanyah ben Micha. Of the Bnei Asaph, the singers; over the work of the Beis
HaElohim.

23 For it was the kingʼs commandment concerning them, that a regulation be for the
singers, over their daily actities.

24 And Petachyah ben Meshezav'el, of the Bnei Zerach ben Yehudah, was the kingʼs
deputy in all matters concerning the people.

25 And for the villages, with their fields, some of the children of Yehudah dwelt at
Kiryat-Arba, and in the villages thereof, and at Divon, and in the villages thereof, and at
Yekabze'el, and in the villages thereof,

26And at Yeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beit-Pelet,
27And at Chatzar Shual, and at Be'er-Sheva, and in the villages thereof,
28And at Tziklag, and at Mechonah, and in the villages thereof,
29And at Ein Rimmon, and at Tzorah, and at Yarmut,
30Zanoach, Adullam, and in their villages, at Lakhish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah,

and in the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Be'er-Sheva unto the valley of Hinnom.
31The childrenalso ofBinyamin fromGevadwelt atMichmas, andAyah, andBeit-El, and

in their villages.
32And at Anatot, Nov, Ananyah,
33Chatzor, Ramah, Gittayim,
34Chadid, Tzevo'im, Nevalat,
35Lod, and Ono, the Gey-HaCharashim.
36And of the Levi'imwere divisions of Yehudah in Binyamin.

* 11:12HaMikdash † 11:17 Ro 2:29
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12
1Now these are the Kohanim and the Levi'im that went upwith Zerubavel ben Sh'altiel,

and Yeshua; Serayah, Yirmeyah, Ezra,
2Amaryah, Maluch, Chattush,
3 Shechanyah, Rechum, Meremot,
4 Iddo, Gintoi, Aviyah,
5Miyamin, Ma'adiyah, Bilgah,
6 Shema'yah, and Yoyariv, Yedayah,
7 Sallu, Amok, Chilkiyah, Yedayah. These were the chief of the Kohanim and of their

brethren in the days of Yeshua.
8Moreover the Levi'im; Yeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherevyah, Yehudah, and Matanyah,

which was over the huyedot, he and his brethren.
9 Also Bakbukyah and Unni, their brethren, were opposite them in the mishmarot

(services).
10And Yeshua fathered Yoyakim, Yoyakim also fathered Elyashiv, and Elyashiv fathered

Yoyada,
11And Yoyada fathered Yonatan, and Yonatan fathered Yaddua.
12And in the days of Yoyakim these were Kohanim rashei haAvot; of Serayah, Merayah;

of Yirmeyah, Chananyah;
13Of Ezra, Meshullam; of Amaryah, Yehochanan;
14OfMalikhi, Yonatan; of Shevanyah, Yosef;
15Of Charim, Adna; of Merayot, Chelkai;
16Of Iddo, Zecharyah; of Ginton, Meshullam;
17Of Aviyah, Zichri; of Minyamin, of Moadyah, Piltai;
18Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shema'yah, Yehonatan;
19And of Yoyariv, Matnai; of Yedayah, Uzzi;
20Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Ever;
21Of Chilkiyah, Chashavyah; of Yedayah, Netanel.
22TheLevi'im in thedaysofElyashiv, Yoyada, andYochanan, andYaddua,were recorded

rashei haAvot; also the kohanim, to the reign of Daryavesh the Persian.
23TheBnei Levi, the rashei haAvot,werewritten in the SeferDivreiHayamim, evenuntil

the days of Yochanan ben Elyashiv.
24And the chiefs of the Levi'im: Chashavyah, Sherevyah, and Yeshua ben Kadmiel, with

their brethren over against them, to praise and to give thanks, according to the mitzvat
Dovid Ish HaElohim, choir opposite choir.

25Matanyah, and Bakbukyah, Ovadyah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkuv, were gatekeepers
keeping the storerooms of the gates.

26 These were in the days of Yoyakim ben Yeshua ben Yotzadak, and in the days of
Nechemyah the governor, and of Ezra HaKohen HaSofer.

27 And at the dedication of the Chomat Yerushalayim they sought the Levi'im from all
theirplaces, tobring themtoYerushalayim, tokeep thededicationwith simchah, bothwith
todot, and with singing, with cymbals, nevalim, and with kinorot.

28And Bnei HaMishorerim gathered themselves together, both out of the region around
Yerushalayim, and from the villages of Netophati;

29 Also from the Bais Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geva and Azmavet; for the singers
had built villages around Yerushalayim.

30 Kohanim and Levi'im made themselves tahor, and made the people tahor, the gates,
and the chomah.

31 Then I brought up the sarim of Yehudah upon the chomah, and appointed two great
choirs to give thanks, whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall toward the Dung
Gate;

32And after themwent Hoshayah, and half of the sarim of Yehudah,
33And Azaryah, Ezra, andMeshullam,
34Yehudah, Binyamin, Shema'yah, and Yirmeyah,
35And certain of the banim of kohanimwith trumpets; namely Zecharyah ben Yonatan

ben Shema'yah benMatanyah benMichayah ben Zakkur ben Asaph;
36 And his brethren, Shema'yah, and Azare'el, Milalai, Gilalai, Ma'ai, Netanel, and

Yehudah, Chanani, with the musical instruments of Dovid the Ish HaElohim, and Ezra the
Sofer before them.

37And at the Fountain Gate they went up by the steps of Ir Dovid, at the going up of the
wall, above the Bais Dovid, even theWater Gate eastward.
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38 The other company of them that gave thanks went opposite them, I after them, and
half the people upon the wall, from beyond the Migdal of the Ovens even unto the Broad
Wall;

39And from above the Ephrayim Gate, and above the Old Gate, and above the Fish Gate,
and the Migdal of Chanan'el, and the Migdal of the Hundred, even unto the Sheep Gate;
and they stood still in the Prison Gate.

40So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the Beis HaElohim, and I, and
the half of the officials withme;

41And the Kohanim: Elyakim, Ma'aseiyah, Minyamin, Michayah, Elyo'einai, Zecharyah,
and Chananyah, with trumpets;

42 And Ma'aseiyah, Shema'yah, El'azar, Uzzi, Yehochanan, Malkiyah, Eilam, and Ezer.
And the singers sang loud, with Yizrachyah their overseer.

43 Also that day they offered zevakhim gedolim, and rejoiced, for HaElohim had made
them rejoice with great joy; the wives also and the children rejoiced, so that the joy of
Yerushalayimwas heard even afar off.

44 And at that time were some appointed over the storerooms for the Otzarot, for
terumot, for the reshit, and for ma'aserot (tithes), to gather into them out of the fields of
the cities the portions required by the Torah for the Kohanim and Levi'im: for Yehudah
rejoiced for the Kohanim and for the Levi'im stationed [in Beis HASHEM].

45They performed the Mishmeret Eloheihem and the Mishmeret HaTahorah according
to the commandment of Dovid, and of Sh'lomo bno.

46 For in the days of Dovid and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and shir
tehillah and hodot unto Elohim.

47 And kol Yisroel in the days of Zerubavel, and in the days of Nechemyah, gave the
portions for the singers and the gatekeepers, every day its portion; and they set aside as
kodesh the portion for the Levi'im; and the Levi'im set aside as kodesh the portion for the
Bnei Aharon.*

13
1On that day they read from the SeferMoshe in the ears ofHaAm; and thereinwas found

written, that theAmmoni and theMoavi shouldnot come into theKehalHaElohim forever,
2Because they met not the Bnei Yisroel with lechem and with mayim, but hired Balaam

against them, that he should curse them; howbeit Eloheinu turned the kelalah into a
brocha.

3Now it came to pass, when they had heard the Torah, that they separated from Yisroel
all the foreign descent.

4And before this, Elyashiv the Kohen, having the oversight of the storeroom of the Beis
Eloheinu, was allied unto Toviyah;

5And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid theminchah,
the levonah, and the vessels, and the ma'aser of the grain, the tirosh, and the oil, which
was commanded to be given to the Levi'im, and the singers, and the gatekeepers; and the
terumat hakohanim.

6 But in all this time was not I at Yerushalayim; for in the two and thirtieth year of
ArtachshastaMelech Bavel came I unto HaMelech, and after certain days obtained I leave
of HaMelech;

7And I came to Yerushalayim, and understood of the evil that Elyashiv did for Toviyah,
in preparing him a chamber in the courts of the Beis HaElohim.

8And it grievedmemuch; therefore I cast forth all the household stuff of Toviyah out of
the chamber.

9Then I commanded, and theymade tahor the chambers, and there brought I again the
vessels of the Beis HaElohim, with theminchah and the levonah.

10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levi'im had not been given them, for the
Levi'im and the singers, that did the work, had gone back every one to his sadeh.

11Then contended Iwith the officials, and said,Why is the BeisHaElohim forsaken? And
I gathered them together, and set them in their place.

12Then brought all Yehudah the ma'asar of the grain and the tirosh and the oil unto the
Otzarot.

* 12:47 T.N. See “days of Yeshua”Neh 12:7, Kohen Gadol ca. 560-490 B.C.E. resurrected from the national death in Golus
and namesake of Moshiach Zech 6:11-12
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13And I made over the Otzarot Shelemyah the Kohen, and Tzadok the Sofer, and of the
Levi'im, Pedayah; and next to themwas Chanan ben Zakkur, benMatanyah; for theywere
considered ne'emanim, and their office was to distribute unto their brethren.

14 Remember me, O Elohai, concerning this, and wipe not out my faithful deeds that I
have done for the Beis Elohai, and for the offices thereof.

15 In those days saw I in Yehudah some treading winepresses on Shabbos, and bringing
in sheaves, and loading donkeys; as also yayin, grapes, and figs, and all manner of massa
(burdens), which they brought into Yerushalayim on Shabbos; and I warned them against
selling food on Shabbos.

16 There dwelt men of Tzor also therein, which brought dag (fish), and all manner of
merchandise, and sold on Shabbos unto the Bnei Yehudah, and in Yerushalayim.

17 Then I contended with the nobles of Yehudah, and said unto them, What evil thing is
this that ye do, beingMechallel Shabbos (desecrator of Shabbos)?

18Did not your avot thus, and did not Eloheinu bring all this evil upon us, and upon this
city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Yisroel by committing Chillul Shabbos (desecration of
Shabbos).

19 And it came to pass, that when the gates of Yerushalayim began to be dark before
Shabbos, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not
be opened till after Shabbos, and some of my ownmen set I at the gates, that there should
nomassa (burden) be brought in on Shabbos.

20Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kinds of merchandise lodged outside
Yerushalayim.

21 Then I warned them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? If ye do so
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they nomore on Shabbos.

22And I commanded the Levi'im that they should make themselves tahor, and that they
should come andbe shomer over the gates, to set apart as kodesh Shabbos. Rememberme,
O Elohai, concerning this also, and spareme according to the greatness of Thymercy.

23 In those days also saw I Yehudim that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and
of Moav,

24 And their children spoke half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the
language of the Yehudim, but according to the language of one people or another.

25And I contendedwith them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked
off their hair, and made them swear by Elohim, saying, Ye shall not give your banot unto
their banim, nor take their banot unto your banim, or for yourselves.

26Did not Sh'lomoMelech Yisroel sin by these things? Yet amongmanyGoyimwas there
no melech like him, who was beloved of Elohav, and Elohim made him melech over kol
Yisroel. Nevertheless even him did foreign women cause to sin.

27Shall we then pay heed unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress against Eloheinu
inmarrying strange wives?

28 And one of the Bnei Yoyada ben Elyashiv, the Kohen HaGadol, was son-in-law to
Sanvalat the Choroni; therefore I drove him away fromme.

29 Remember them, O Elohai, because they have defiled the kehunah, and the brit
(covenant) of the kehunah, and of the Levi'im.

30Thus I cleansed them from all that is foreign, and had them attend again to the duties
of the Kohanim and the Levi'im, every one in his appointed work;

31And for the korban of wood, at times appointed, and for the bikkurim.
Rememberme, O Elohai, for good.
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Esther
Introduction

A note on the Book of Esther. Five books of the Hebrew Bible are known as the Five
Scrolls (Chamesh Megillot). Song of Songs is read on the Shabbos of Passover week
(Sepherdim read it on Seder night and Friday afternoons). Ruth is read on Shavuos
(Pentecost). Kohelet is read on the Shabbos of theweek of Sukkot. Ekhah (Lamentations) is
read of theNinth of Av, a fast commemorating the destruction of the BeisHamikdash. And,
finally, the book we are studying, the Scroll of Esther, is read on Purim. Both Esther and
Job could certainly be produced as plays or musicals with a high professional production
level. In writing a musical, the scenario has to be laid out for the story by identifying the
points in the play, visualized as a series of scenes, where the conflicts in each scene rise to
a crescendo requiring song and/or choreography. Here are a few ideas on how to organize
the telling of Estherʼs story in this way. A few possible lyric lines for songs have been put
in quotation marks. Why not think of how you could write an original play or musical to
be presented every Purim? Try your own creative hand — you can polish the ideas below
or come up with better ones: Scene: Persian city of Susa (modern Iran). Time: 483 B.C.E.
Possible ideas for a scenario with a few song lyric ideas: King Ahasuerus and company
(tipsy): “QueenVashti, you're not acting very pretty.” QueenVashti could sing a song to her
maidens to go tell the King she is now a “liberated” woman. The chorus made up of King
Ahasuerusʼs counselors (“wisemen [chachamim]”—Esth 1:13) could lament the rebellious
female population of the country and howQueenVashti will start an insurrection in every
home. A national domestic revolt is imminent, right in homes of the nation! These wise
men could sing, “Itʼs a scandal! Things are getting out of hand… Queen Vashti refuses
to come at the kingʼs command!” (see Esth 1:12). Purim is to be a time of joy (simcha)
and feasting and gladness and yontef (holiday) and a time to send gifts of food to one
another and presents to the poor (Esth 9:22). Saddam Hussein, dictator of Iraq, boasted
that his scudmissiles would burn half of Israel, but then he should have studied thewhole
megilah of Esther because thenhewould have understoodwhyhis elite RepublicanGuard
tank divisions would suffer a “turkey shoot” from the air and be defeated on Thursday,
February 28, 1991 (5751), Adar 14, the very day of Purim (Esth 9:19), proving that any
Hamanwho threatens to destroy Israel can still be brought down by the G-d of Esther. G-d,
Whose Name is never mentioned in the text of Esther, is nevertheless a presence felt in
every chapter of the story, just as He was a presence felt by that disciple of Amalek, Stalin,
Hitler, and Haman — SaddamHussein — on Purim Day, 1991 — but ironically not on many
so-called American believers who are not at all grieved over the ruin of Joseph (Am 6:6),
not at all gladdened over the reading of this whole Hebrew megilah, not at all aware of
what the G-d of Israel is doing, even nowunder our own noses, even, in the case of the U.S.
military and Purim, 1991.

ESTER
1 Now it came to pass in the yamim of Achashverosh, (this is Achashverosh which

reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces;)
2 That in those yamim, when HaMelech Achashverosh sat on his kisse malkhut (royal

throne), which was in the* capital, Shushan,
3 In the shnat shalosh (third year) of his reign, he gave amishteh (feast, banquet) unto all

his sarim (princes) andhis avadim (officials); themight of Persia andMedia, the nobles and
sarim (princes) of the provinces, being before him;

4When he displayed the osher kavodmalkhut (riches of the glorious kingdom) of his and
the yekar (honor)† of his tiferet gedulah (gloriousmajesty) yamim rabbim, even a hundred
and eighty days.

5 And when these yamim were expired, HaMelech gave a mishteh (feast) unto all the
people that were present in the capital of Shushan, both gadol (great) and katan (small),
shivat yamim (seven days), in the khatzer (courtyard) of the garden of the palace of
HaMelech,

6Wherewerewhite andblue linen curtains, fastenedwith cords of fine linen andpurple
to rings of silver and pillars of marble; themittot (couches)were of zahav and kesef, upon
an inlaid floor of purplish-red exquisite stone andmother-of-pearl andmarble.

* 1:2 Persian † 1:4 See 1:20
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7 And they gave them drink in vessels of zahav, the vessels being different one from
another, and yayin malkhut (royal wine) in abundance, according to the [bountiful] yad
HaMelech.

8And the drinking was according to the dat ein ones (rule [which was] not compulsory,
restricting); for soHaMelechhadorderedall thewine stewards inhis bais, that they should
serve kirtzon ish va'ish (according to the good pleasure of eachman).

9Also Vashti HaMalkah gave amishteh (feast, banquet) for the nashim (women,wives) in
the Beit HaMalkhut (the royal palace)which belonged to HaMelech Achashverosh.

10On the yom hashevi'i, when the lev of HaMelech was tov with yayin, he commanded
Mehuman, Bizta, Charvona, Bigta, andAvagta, Zetar, andKarkas, the shivat hasarisim (the
seven eunuchs) that served in the presence of HaMelech Achashverosh,

11 To bring Vashti HaMalkah before HaMelech with the keter malkhut (royal crown), to
show the people and the sarim (princes) her beauty, for she was lovely to behold.

12 But HaMalkah Vashti refused to come at the devar HaMelech at the agency of his
sarisim (eunuchs); therefore HaMelech became furious, and his wrath burned in him.

13 Then HaMelech said to the chachamim, which had da'as of the times; for so was the
custom of HaMelech toward all the meyvinim (experts) in dat (law) and din (judgment),

14And the next unto himwas Karshena, Shetar, Admata, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and
Memukhan, the shivat sarim (princes) of Persia andMedia, which had access to HaMelech
andwhich ranked rishonah (highest) in theMalkhut (kingdom);

15 What shall we do unto the Malkah Vashti according to dat (law), because she hath
not performed the commandment of HaMelech Achashverosh at the agency of the sarisim
(eunuchs)?

16AndMemukhanansweredbeforeHaMelechand the sarim (princes), VashtiHaMalkah
hathnotdonewrong toHaMelechonly, but also toall the sarim (nobles), and tokolhaAmim
that are in all the provinces of HaMelech Achashverosh.

17For this deed of HaMalkah shall spread abroad unto all the nashim (women, wives), so
that they shall despise their be'alim (husbands) in their eyes, when it shall be reported that
HaMelech Achashverosh commanded Vashti HaMalkah to be brought in before him, but
she came not.

18 Likewise, when they will have heard of the conduct of HaMalkah, the sarot (ladies of
the nobility) of Persia andMedia shall similarly respond this day unto all the sarim (nobles)
of HaMelech. Thus shall there arise toomuch bizzayon (contempt) and ketzef (wrath).

19 If it please HaMelech, let there go forth a royal decree from him, and let it be written
in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, laws that shall not pass away, that Vashti come
nomore before HaMelech Achashverosh; and let HaMelech give her royalty unto another
that is better than she.

20And when the edict of HaMelech which he shall make shall be published throughout
all his Malkhut (realm) — for it is great — all the nashim (women, wives) shall give to their
be'alim (husbands) yekar (honor, respect), both to gadol and katan.

21 And the proposal was good in the eyes of HaMelech and the sarim (nobles); and
HaMelech did according to the devar Memukhan;

22For he sent sefarim into all the provinces of HaMelech, into every province according
to the script thereof, and to every people after their leshon, that every ish should bear rule
in his own bais, and speak in the leshon of his own people.

2
1 After these things, when the wrath of HaMelech Achashverosh was appeased, he

remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her.
2Then said the attendants of HaMelech that ministered unto him, Let there be beautiful

ne'arot betulot (young virgins) sought for HaMelech;
3 And let HaMelech appoint pekidim (overseers) in all the provinces of his malkhut

(kingdom, realm), that they may gather together all the beautiful na'arah betulah (young
virgins)untoShushan the capital, to theBaisHaNashim (Houseof theWomen,Harem), unto
the custody of Hegai the Saris HaMelech (the Eunuch of the King), the Shomer HaNashim
(Custodian of theWomen); and let their (bodily) rubbings be given them.

4And let the na'arahwhich pleasethHaMelech beMalkah (Queen) instead of Vashti. And
the thing pleased HaMelech; and he did so.

5 Now in Shushan the capital there was an ish Yehudi, shmo Mordechai ben Yair ben
Shime'i ben Kish, a Binyamini,
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6 which (ones) had been carried away from Yerushalayim in the Golus among those
taken captivewith YechanyahMelechYehudah,whomNevukhadnetzarMelechBavel had
carried away.

7 And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Ester, the bat of his dod (uncle); for she had
neither av nor em, and the na'arahwas lovely in form and beautiful in appearance, whom
Mordechai, when her av and emwere dead, took for the bat of his own.

8 So it came to pass, when the commandment of HaMelech and his dat (decree, law)was
heard, andwhenne'arot rabbot (manymaidens)were gathered together unto Shushan the
capital, to the custody of Hegai, that Ester was brought also unto the Beis HaMelech, to the
custody of Hegai, Shomer HaNashim.

9And the na'arah pleased him, and she took up chesed before him; and he speedily had
her be given her (bodily) rubbings, with her portion of special food; and also he selected
sheva hane'arot (sevenmaids) for her from the Beis HaMelech; and he transferred her and
her ne'arot to the preferred quarters in the Bais HaNashim.

10Ester hadnot revealedherAm (People),* norhermoledet,† forMordechai had charged
her she should not show it.

11AndMordechai walked kol yom vayom before the khatzer Bais HaNashim (courtyard
of the House of theWomen, Harem) to have da'as of the shalom Ester (welfare of Ester), and
what would become of her.

12Now before the turn of every na'arah came to go in to HaMelech Achashverosh, she
had to complete the yemei merukeihen (the days of her [bodily] rubbings) which were
prescribed for the nashim and which involved shneym asar chodesh (twelve months),
shisha chodashim (sixmonths)of shemen (oil)ofmyrrhandshisha chodashim (sixmonths)
of perfumes and beauty treatments for nashim.

13Then thus came every na'arah unto HaMelech; whatsoever she desiredwas given her
to go with her out of the Bais HaNashim unto the Beis HaMelech.

14 Ba'erev (in the evening) she went, and ba'boker (in the morning) she returned to a
Bais HaNashim Sheni (a second House of theWomen, Harem) to the custody of Sha'ashgaz,
Saris HaMelech, Shomer HaPilagshim (Eunuch of the King, Custodian of the Concubines).
She came in unto HaMelech no more, except HaMelech delighted in her, and she were
summoned b'shem (by name).

15Now when the turn of Ester bat Avichayil, dod Mordechai, who had adopted her as
his bat, was come to go in unto HaMelech, she required nothing but what Hegai, Saris
HaMelech, the Shomer HaNashim, suggested. And Ester took up chen (favor, grace) in the
sight of all them that looked upon her.

16 So Ester was taken unto HaMelech Achashverosh into his Bais Malkhut (royal resi-
dence) in the chodesh ha'asiri (tenth month), which is the month Tevet, in the shnat sheva
(seventh year) of his reign.

17 And HaMelech loved Ester mikol hanashim (more than all the women), and she took
up chen vachesed (favor and grace) in his sight more than kol habetulot (all the virgins), so
that he set the keter malkhut (royal crown) upon her head, and made her Malkah instead
of Vashti.

18 Then HaMelech gave a mishteh gadol (great feast) unto all his sarim (nobles) and his
avadim (servants, officials), even Mishteh Ester; and he decreed a holiday throughout the
provinces and distributed gifts according to the [bountiful] yad HaMelech.

19Andwhen the betulot (virgins)were gathered together again, thenMordechai yoshev
b'Sha'ar HaMelech (sat in the Kingʼs Gate).

20 Ester had not yet revealed her moledet (kindred) nor her Am (people),‡ as Mordechai
had charged her; for Ester did the commandment of Mordechai, like as when she was
brought up with him.

21 In those yamim, while Mordechai yoshev b'Sha'ar HaMelech, two of the Sarisim of
HaMelech, Bigtan and Teresh, of the Mishomrei HaSaf (Keepers of the Door, Doorkeepers),
were angry, and conspired to assassinate HaMelech Achashverosh.

22And Mordechai came to da'as of the plot, and told it unto Ester HaMalkah; and Ester
informed HaMelech thereof b'shemMordechai.

23 And when inquiry was made of the matter, it was found true; therefore the two of
themweremade talui al etz (hanged on a tree), and it was written in the sefer of the divrei
hayamim before HaMelech.

* 2:10 i.e., the Jewish people † 2:10 kindred, i.e., her Jewishness ‡ 2:20 i.e., the Jewish people
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3
1 After these things did HaMelech Achashverosh promote Haman ben Hamdata the

Agagi,* and advanced him, and set his rank above all the other sarim (nobles).
2And all the avadim of HaMelech, that were in the Sha'ar HaMelech, bowed, and paid

homage to Haman, for HaMelech had so commanded concerning him. But Mordechai
bowed not, nor did him reverence.

3 Then avadim of HaMelech, which were in the Sha'ar HaMelech, said unto Mordechai,
Why transgressest thou themitzvat HaMelech?

4Now it came to pass, when they spoke yom vayom unto him, and his was a lo shema
(not listen) unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordechaiʼs behavior would
be tolerated; for he had told them that hu Yehudi (he was a Jew).

5AndwhenHamansawthatMordechai einkorei'a (bowednot), nor tohimmishtachaveh
(would prostrate, worship ),† then was Haman full of chemah (wrath).

6 And he scorned to lay hands on Mordechai alone; since they had told him the
Am Mordechai; therefore Haman sought to make shmad of kol haYehudim that were
throughout the kol Malkhut Achashverosh, even the AmMordechai.

7 In the chodesh harishon (first month), that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of
HaMelech Achashverosh, they cast Pur, that is, the goral (lot), before Hamanmiyom l'yom
(fromday to day, every day), andme'chodesh l'chodesh (frommonth tomonth, everymonth)
until the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar.

8And Haman said unto HaMelech Achashverosh, There is Am Echad scattered abroad
and dispersed among the amim in all the provinces of thy malkhut (kingdom, realm); and
their dat (law) is different from kol am; neither obey they the datei HaMelech; therefore it
is not suitable for HaMelech to tolerate them.

9 If it please HaMelech, let it be written that they may be killed, and I will weigh ten
thousand talents of kesef into the hands of those that are the osei hamelachah (doers of
the work),‡ to bring it into genazim (treasuries)§ of HaMelech.

10 And HaMelech took his taba'at (signet ring) from his hand, and gave it unto Haman
ben Hamdata the Agagi, the tzorer (vexer, harasser) of the Yehudim.

11AndHaMelech saiduntoHaman, Thekesef is given to thee,HaAmalso, todowith them
as it seemeth good in thine eyes.

12Thenwere the soferim of HaMelech summoned on the shloshah asar yom of chodesh
harishon, and there was written according to all that Haman had commanded, unto the
satraps ofHaMelech, and to the governors thatwere over every province, and to the sarim
of every people of every province according to the script thereof, and to every people after
their leshon; b'shem HaMelech Achashverosh was it written, and sealed with the taba'at
HaMelech (the signet ring of HaMelech).

13 And the sefarim were sent by couriers into all the provinces of HaMelech, to make
shmad, to kill, and to annihilate kolHaYehudim, bothna'ar andzaken (youngandold), little
children and nashim, on yom echad (one day), even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is themonth Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

14 The copy of the edict to be issued as dat (law) in every province was published unto
kol ha'amim, that they should be atidim (ready, prepared) for yom hazeh (that day).

15The couriers went out, being hastened by the devar HaMelech, and the dat was issued
in Shushan the capital. AndHaMelech andHaman sat down to drink, but the city Shushan
was in confusion.

4
1When Mordechai perceived all that was done, Mordechai rent his garments, and put

on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a zeakah
gedolah umarah (loud and a bitter wailing);

2 And came even before the Sha'ar HaMelech; for none might enter into the Sha'ar
HaMelech clothed with sackcloth.

3And in every province, whithersoever the Devar HaMelech and his dat (decree) came,
there was evel gadol (greatmourning) among the Yehudim, and a tzom, and weeping, and
wailing; andmany lay on sackcloth and ashes.

4SoEsterʼsna'arot andher sarisimcameand told it her. ThenwasHaMalkahexceedingly
distressed; and she sent begadim (raiment) to clothe Mordechai, and to take away his
sackcloth from him, but he received it not.*

* 3:1 Num 24:7 † 3:5 Dt 5:9 ‡ 3:9 i.e., the S.S. § 3:9 T.N. see the word genizah here, which is a temporary

repository of worn-out Hebrew books considered treasure to be buried * 4:4 See Am 6:6
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5Then called Ester for Hatach, one of the sarisim of HaMelech, whom he had appointed
to attend upon her, and gave him a commandment about Mordechai, to have da'as of mah
zeh (what is this?), and al mah zeh (why is this?)

6SoHatachwent forth toMordechai unto the rechov haIr (open square of the city), which
was before the Sha'ar HaMelech.

7AndMordechai toldhimof all that hadhappeneduntohim, andof theparashat hakesef
(exact amount of themoney) that Haman had promised to pay to the genazim of HaMelech
for the Yehudim, to destroy them.

8 Also he gave him the copy of the edict of the dat (decree, Final Solution) that was
published at Shushan to make them shmad, to show it unto Ester, and to declare it unto
her, and to chargeher that she should go inuntoHaMelech, tomake supplicationuntohim,
and tomake bakash (request, pleading) before him for her Am (People, the Jewish People).

9And Hatach came and told Ester the divrei Mordechai.
10Again Ester spoke unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordechai:
11All the avadim of HaMelech, and the people of the provinces of HaMelech have da'as

that whosoever, whether ish or isha, shall come unto HaMelech into the pnimiyus khatzer
(innermost courtyard), who is not called, there is echat dat (one law) of his to put him to
death, except such to whomHaMelech shall hold out the sharvit hazahav (golden sceptre),
that hemay live. But I have not been called to come in untoHaMelech these shloshimyom.

12And they told to Mordechai Esterʼs words.
13 Then Mordechai commanded to answer Ester, Think not with thyself that thou shalt

escape in the Beis HaMelech, more than kol HaYehudim.
14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there revach (relief)

and hatzalah (deliverance) arise to the Yehudim from another place; but thou and thy bais
Avicha (house of thy father) shall be destroyed; and who knoweth whether thou art come
to theMalkhut for such a time as this?†

15Then Ester bade them returnMordechai this answer,
16Go, gather together kol HaYehudim that are found in Shushan, and declare ye a tzom

forme, and neither eat nor drink shloshet yamim, lailah vayom. I also andmy na'arot will
undergo a tzom likewise; and so will I go in unto HaMelech, though it is not according to
the dat; and if I perish, I perish.

17 SoMordechai went his way, and did according to all that Ester had commanded him.

5
1 Now it came to pass on the yom hashelishi, that Ester put on her royal apparel, and

stood in the pnimiyus* of the Beis HaMelech in front of the Beis HaMelech; and HaMelech
sat upon his kisse malkhut (royal throne) in the Beis Hamalkhut, facing the Petach HaBeis
(Entrance of HaBeis).

2 And it was so, when HaMelech saw Ester HaMalkah standing in the Khatzer (Court),
that she took up chen (favor, grace) in his sight, and HaMelech held out to Ester the sharvit
hazahav (golden sceptre) that was in his hand. So Ester drew near, and touched the top of
the sharvit (sceptre).

3Then saidHaMelechuntoher,Whatwilt thou, EsterHaMalkah? Andwhat is thybakash
(request)? It shall be given thee even to the chatzi HaMalchut (half of the kingdom).

4 And Ester answered, If it seem tov unto HaMelech, let HaMelech and Haman come
today unto themishteh that I have prepared for him.

5Then HaMelech said, Cause Haman tomake haste, that hemay do as Ester hath said.
So HaMelech and Haman came to themishteh that Ester had prepared.
6 And HaMelech said unto Ester at the mishteh hayayin (feast), What is thy she'elah

(petition)? And it shall be granted thee. And what is thy bakash (request)? Even to chatzi
HaMalchut it shall be granted.

7Then answered Ester, and said, My she'elah andmy bakash is:
8 If I have found chen (favor, grace) in the sight of HaMelech, and if it is tov to HaMelech

to grant my she'elah, and to perform my bakash, let HaMelech and Haman come to the
mishteh that I shall prepare for them, and I will domakhar (tomorrow) as HaMelech hath
said.

9Thenwent Haman forth that day sameiach (joyful, happy) andwith a tov lev; but when
Haman sawMordechai in the Sha'arHaMelech, that he stoodnot up, nor trembledbecause
of him, he was full of chemah (indignation, rage) against Mordechai.

† 4:14 1C 9:16; Ro 1:16 * 5:1 khatzer
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10Nevertheless Haman restrained himself, and when he came home, he sent and called
for his ohavim (friends), and Zeresh his isha.

11AndHaman told them of the kavod of his osher, and themultitude of his children, and
all the thingswhereinHaMelech had promoted him, and howhe had advanced himabove
the sarim (princes) and avadim of HaMelech.

12Haman said moreover, Yea, Ester HaMalkah did let no man come in with HaMelech
unto the mishteh that she had prepared but myself; and makhar (tomorrow) am I invited
unto her also with HaMelech.

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordechai HaYehudi sitting at the
Sha'ar HaMelech.

14 Then said Zeresh his isha and all his ohavim (friends) unto him, Let an etz (hanging
tree) bemade of fifty cubits high, and baboker (in themorning) speak thou unto HaMelech
that Mordechai may be hanged thereon;† then go thou samei'ach (joyfully)with HaMelech
unto themishteh. And the thing was tov to Haman; and he caused HaEtz to be built.

6
1 On that night HaMelechʼs sleep fled away, and he commanded to bring the sefer of

records of the chronicles; and they were read before HaMelech.
2 And it was found written, that Mordechai had told of Bigtan and Teresh, two of the

sarisim of HaMelech, the Mishomrei HaSaf (Keepers of the Door, the Doorkeepers) who
conspired to assassinate HaMelech Achashverosh.

3 And HaMelech said, What yekar (honor)* and what recognition hath been done to
Mordechai for this? Then said the servants ofHaMelech thatministereduntohim,Nothing
has been done for him.

4 And HaMelech said, Who is in the khatzer (court)? Now Haman was come into the
Khatzer HaKhitzonah (Outer Court) of the Beis HaMelech, to speak unto HaMelech lit'lot
(to hang)†Mordechai on HaEtz that he had erected for him.‡

5 And the servants of HaMelech said unto him, Hinei, Haman standeth in the khatzer.
And HaMelech said, Let him come in.

6 So Haman came in. And HaMelech said unto him, What shall be done unto the ish
whom HaMelech delighteth to show yekar?§ Now Haman thought in his lev, To whom
would HaMelech delight to do yekar more than tomyself?

7 And Haman answered HaMelech, For the ish HaMelech delighteth to show yekar
(honor),

8 Let the levush malkhut (royal robe, clothing) be brought which HaMelech has worn,
and the sus (horse) that HaMelech rideth upon, and the keter malkhut (royal crown, crest)
which is set upon its head,

9 And let this levush and sus be delivered to the hand of one of the most noble sarim
(princes) of HaMelech, that they may array the ish therewith whom HaMelech delighteth
to show yekar,* and bring him on horseback through the rechov of the ir, and proclaim
before him, Thus shall it be done to the ish whomHaMelech delighteth to show yekar.

10 Then HaMelech said to Haman, Make haste, and take the levush and the sus, as thou
hast said, anddo even so toMordechaiHaYehudi, that sitteth at the Sha'arHaMelech; leave
nothing undone of all that thou hast spoken.

11Then tookHaman the levush and the sus, and arrayedMordechai, andbrought himon
horseback through the rechov of the ir, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done
unto the ish whomHaMelech delighteth to show yekar.

12 And Mordechai came again to the Sha'ar HaMelech. But Haman hasted to his bais,
having his head covered in evel (mourning).†

13And Haman told Zeresh his isha and all his ohavim everything that had befallen him.
Then said his chachamim and Zeresh his isha unto him, If Mordechai be of the zera of the
Yehudim, before whom thy downfall hast begun, thou shalt not prevail against him, but
shalt nafol tipol (surely fall) before him.‡

14And while they were yet talking with him, came the sarisim of HaMelech, and hasted
to bring Haman unto themishteh (banquet) that Ester had prepared.

7
1 So HaMelech and Haman came to banquet with Ester HaMalkah.

† 5:14 See Lk 23:21 * 6:3 See 1:4,20 † 6:4 See Esth 2:23 ‡ 6:4 T.N. See Moshiach Ben Dovid hanging on a tree

2Sm 18:10 aswell as the specter of the same fate for this descendant of the first royal family of Israel § 6:6 See 1:4,20;

6:3 * 6:9 See 1:4,20; 6:3,6 † 6:12 See 4:3 ‡ 6:13 SeeMt 27:19
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2And HaMelech said again unto Ester on the yom hasheni (second day) at the mishteh
hayayin (feast), What is thy she'elah (petition), Ester HaMalkah? And it shall be granted
thee; and what is thy bakash (request)? And it shall be performed, even to chatzi
HaMalchut.

3 Then Ester HaMalkah answered and said, If I have found chen (favor) in thy sight,
O HaMelech, and if it is tov to HaMelech, let nafshi (my life) be given me at my she'elah
(petition), andmy Am at my bakash (request);

4 For we are sold, Ani (I) and Ami (my People), to be made shmad, to be slain, and to
be annihilated. But if we had been sold for avadim and shfakhot, I would have held
my tongue, since then the tzoros would not have been such as to injure the interests of
HaMelech.

5ThenHaMelechAchashveroshansweredand saiduntoEsterHaMalkah,Who ishe, and
where is he, who dares to presume in his lev to do such?

6 And Ester said, HaTzar (the foe) and the oyev (enemy) is this Haman HaRah (Vile
Haman). Then Hamanwas terrified before HaMelech and HaMalkah.

7 And HaMelech, arising in his wrath from the mishteh hayayin, went into the palace
garden; and Haman stood up to make bakash (request) for his nefesh (life) to Ester
HaMalkah; for he saw that harmwas determined against him by HaMelech.

8Then HaMelech returned out of the palace garden into the Bais Mishteh HaYayin, and
Hamanwas fallenupon themittah (couch),*whereonEsterwas. Then saidHaMelech,Will
he ravishHaMalkah also beforeme in the bais? As the davar (word)went out of themouth
of HaMelech, they covered Hamanʼs face.

9And Charvona, one of the sarisim, said before HaMelech, Hinei, also, HaEtz fifty cubits
high, which Haman hadmade forMordechai, who has spoken tov for HaMelech, standeth
in the Bais Haman. Then HaMelech said, Hang him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on HaEtz that he had prepared for Mordechai. Then was the
wrath of HaMelech pacified.†

8
1 On that day did HaMelech Achashverosh give the Bais Haman Tzorer HaYehudim

(the estate of Haman the Vexer, Harasser, Enemy of the Jews) unto Ester HaMalkah. And
Mordechai came before HaMelech; for Ester had told what he was unto her.

2And HaMelech took off his taba'at (signet ring), which he had reclaimed from Haman,
and gave it unto Mordechai. And Ester set Mordechai over the Bais Haman.

3AndEster spoke yet again beforeHaMelech, and fell down at his feet, and shewept and
made supplication to him to avert the rah of Haman HaAgagi and the machshevet of him
(his scheme),* that he had devised against the Yehudim.

4 Then HaMelech held out the sharvit hazahav (golden sceptre) toward Ester. So Ester
arose, and stood before HaMelech,

5 And said, If it is tov to HaMelech, and if I have found chen (favor, grace) in his sight,
and the thing seem kosher (fit, right, proper) before HaMelech, and I be tovah (pleasing)
in his eyes, let it be written to revoke the seferim machashevet Haman (letters devised by
Haman) ben Hamdata the Agagi, which he wrote to destroy the Yehudim which are in all
the provinces of HaMelech;

6For how can I endure to see the ra'ah that shall comeunto Ami (mypeople)? Or how can
I endure to see the destruction of mymoledet (kindred, Jewish kinsmen)?

7Then HaMelech Achashverosh said unto Ester HaMalkah and toMordechai HaYehudi,
Hinei, I have given Ester the Bais Haman, and him they have hanged upon the etz, because
he laid his hand against HaYehudim.

8Write ye also in behalf of HaYehudim, as you please, b'shemHaMelech, and seal it with
the taba'at (signet ring) of HaMelech; for the writing which is written b'shem HaMelech,
and sealed with the taba'at (signet ring) of HaMelechmay noman reverse.

9Thenwere the soferim of HaMelech summoned at that time in the chodesh hashelishi,
that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof; and according to all that
Mordechai ordered it was written unto HaYehudim, and to the satraps, and the governors
and nobles of the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and
seven provinces, unto every province according to the script thereof, and unto every
people after their leshon, and to the Yehudim according to their script, and according to
their leshon.

* 7:8 See 1:6 mittot, couches † 7:10 Ps 24:10; Isa 53:11 * 8:3 i.e., final solution plan



ESTHER 8:10 516 ESTHER 9:16

10 And he wrote b'shem HaMelech Achashverosh, and sealed it with the taba'at of
HaMelech, and sent seferim by couriers on horseback riding thoroughbred royal steeds;

11Wherein HaMelech granted the Yehudimwhich were in every city to assemble them-
selves together, and to engage in self-defense, to make shmad, to slay and to annihilate,
any chayil (armed force) of any people or province that would attack them, both little ones
and nashim, and to plunder their property,

12 On yom echad in all the provinces of HaMelech Achashverosh, namely, upon the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is themonth Adar.

13A copy of the edict was to be issued as dat (law) in every province andwas galui (made
known) unto kol ha'amim (all nationalities), and that the Yehudim should be atidim (ready,
prepared),† for yom hazeh to avenge themselves on their oyvim (enemies).

14 So the couriers that rode upon royal steeds went out, being hastened and pressed on
by the devar HaMelech. And the dat (decree)was given at Shushan the capital.

15 And Mordechai went out from the presence of HaMelech in levush malkhut (royal
robe, clothing) of blue andwhite, andwith an ateret zahav gedolah (a great crown of gold),
and with a tachrich (garment, robe),‡ of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan
celebrated and rejoiced.

16The Yehudim had orah (light), and simcha, and sasson, and yekar (honor).
17And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the devar HaMelech and his

dat came, the Yehudim had simcha and sasson, a mishteh (feast) and a yontef. And many
of the people of the land mityahadim (became Yehudim); for the pachad HaYehudim fell
upon them.

9
1Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same,

when the devar HaMelech and his dat drewnear to be put in execution, in the day that the
oyvei HaYehudim hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary,
that the Yehudim had rule over them that hated them);

2 The Yehudim assembled themselves together in their cities throughout all the
provinces of HaMelech Achashverosh, to lay hands on such as sought their hurt, and no
man could withstand them, for the pachad of them fell upon all people.

3And all the nobles of the provinces, and the satraps, and the governors, and officials of
HaMelech helped the Yehudim; because the pachad of Mordechai fell upon them.

4 For Mordechai was gadol in the Bais HaMelech, and his fame went out throughout all
the provinces; for haishMordechai grewmore andmore powerful.

5 Thus the Yehudim struck all their oyvim with makkat cherev, slaughter, destruction,
and did what they would unto those that hated them.

6And in Shushan the capital the Yehudim slew and destroyed 500men.
7And Parshandata, Dalphon, Aspata,
8Porata, Adalya, Aridata,
9Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vaizata,
10 The aseret bnei Haman ben Hamdata, tzorer (enemy of) HaYehudim; but on the

plunder laid they not their hand.
11On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan the capital was brought

before HaMelech.
12And HaMelech said unto Ester HaMalkah, The Yehudim have slain and destroyed 500

men in Shushan the capital, and the ten bnei Haman. What have they done in the rest of
the provinces of HaMelech? Now what is thy she'elah (petition)? And it shall be granted
thee. Or what is thy bakash further? And it shall be done.

13 Then said Ester, If it be tov to HaMelech, let it be granted to the Yehudim which are
in Shushan to do tomorrow also according unto the dat of this day, and let the aseret bnei
Haman be hanged upon haetz.*

14AndHaMelech commanded it so to bedone; and thedat (decree)was givenat Shushan;
and they hanged aseret bnei Haman.

15For theYehudim thatwere in Shushanassembled themselves together on the 14thday
also of themonthAdar, and slew300menat Shushan; but on theplunder they laidnot their
hand.

16 But the she'ar (remainder, remnant) of the Yehudim that were in the provinces of
HaMelech assembled themselves together, engaged in self-defense, got relief from their
oyvim, slew of those hating them 75,000, but they laid not their hands on the plunder.

† 8:13 See 3:14 ‡ 8:15 SeeMt 27:59 * 9:13 See Esth 6:4
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17 This was on the 13th day of the month Adar, and on the 14th day of the same rested
they, andmade it a yommishteh and simcha.

18 But the Yehudim that were at Shushan assembled together on the 13th day thereof,
and on the 14th thereof, and on the 15th day of the same they rested, and made it a yom
mishteh and simcha.

19 Therefore the Yehudim of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the
14th day of the month Adar a simcha and mishteh, and a yontef, and of sending presents
each one to his neighbor.

20And Mordechai wrote these things, and sent seferim unto all the Yehudim that were
in all the provinces of HaMelech Achashverosh, both near and far,

21 To establish this among them, that they should keep the 14th day of the month Adar,
and the fifteenth day of the same, shanah v'shanah,

22As the yamimwherein the Yehudim got relief from their oyvim, and themonthwhich
was turned unto them from yagon (sorrow) to simcha (joy), and from evel (mourning) into
yontef; that they shouldmake them yemei mishteh v'simcha, and of sending presents one
to another, andmattanot (gifts) to the evyon (needy, poor).

23And the Yehudim undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordechai had written
unto them;

24 Because Haman ben Hamdata, the Agagi, the tzorer kol HaYehudim, had devised
against the Yehudim to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the goral (lot), to utterly
defeat them, and to destroy them;

25 But when Ester came before HaMelech, he commanded by hasefer that his wicked
machashevah, which he devised against the Yehudim, should return upon his own head,
and that he and his banim should be hanged on the etz.

26Wherefore they called these yamim Purim after the shem of the Pur. Therefore for all
the words of this iggeret (letter), and of that which they had seen concerning this matter,
and which had happened unto them,

27The Yehudim established, and took upon them, and upon their zera, and upon all such
as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they would keep these two
days according to their writing, and according to their appointed time shanah v'shanah;

28 And that these yamim should be remembered and kept dor v'dor (throughout every
generation), in every mishpachah, every province, and every city; and that these yemei
HaPurim should never cease from among the Yehudim, nor the memorial of them perish
from their zera.

29 Then Ester HaMalkah, the bat Avichayil, and Mordechai HaYehudi, wrote with kol
tokef (all authority),† to confirm this second iggeret (letter of) Purim.

30And he sent seferimunto all the Yehudim, to the hundred twenty and seven provinces
of themalchut of Achashverosh, with words of shalom and emes,

31 To confirm these yemei HaPurim in their times appointed, according as Mordechai
HaYehudi andEsterHaMalkahhadenjoined them, andas theyhaddecreed for themselves
and for their zera, the matters of the tzomot (fasts) and their ze'akah (lamentation).

32And the decree of Ester confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was written in the
sefer.

10
1And HaMelech Achashverosh laid a tribute upon the land, even to its distant shores.
2And all the acts of his authority and of his might, and the parashat gedulat Mordechai

(full account of the greatness of Mordechai), whereunto HaMelech advanced him, are they
not written in the sefer of the divrei hayamim of the kings of Media and Persia?

3ForMordechaiHaYehudiwasnext untoHaMelechAchashverosh, and gadol among the
Yehudim, and esteemed of the multitude of his achim, seeking the tov of his people, and
speaking shalom to all their zera.

† 9:29 See Yn 1:12-13
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Iyov
Introduction

TheBook of Job raises a question. The question for the sages of Israel that the book of Job
(a non-Jewish sage from Edom — see Job 1:1; Lam 4:21) grapples with is: in the face of the
riddle of lifeʼs sufferings,what answer can chochmah (wisdom)bring to vindicate bothG-d
and sufferingMan as nevertheless righteous andworthy? The divine answer comes in the
form of a dramawhose diction is a long dialogue poem sandwiching its dialogical wisdom
between a prose prologue and a prose epilogue. Ifwewere thinking of staging it, wemight
have Job himself be the narrator who goes in and out of the story. At the beginning of
the drama, a demonic wager puts both G-d (G-dʼs worth in Himself) and Man (the worth
of Manʼs love for G-d) to the test. See 1:8-11; 2:3-5. Is G-d really worth everything (do His
people really believe so?), or is religionmerely a convenient opiate of the people, as inKarl
Marxʼs demonic challenge? Remember, now, Job is a type of Moshiach, as we will show.
Since Jobʼs life, as seen in these Scriptures, is exposed to Satanic attack, this very attack
also points forward prophetically to the attacks of Satan againstMoshiach Adoneinu, both
at the beginning of his ministry, at the turning point after he shares with his Shluchim his
coming histalkus, and at Moshiachʼs Tish (see Mk 1:13; 8:27-33; Yn 13:2). We see that Job
1:21 offers the instinct of faith to answer lifeʼs biggest riddle: why dowe suffer? Or rather,
how can G-d be good if He allows us to suffer? The answer of 1:21 must be elaborated as
the protagonist (hero) is tested in depth, and the probe that followsnecessitates a dramatic
dialogical interrogation of both G-d and Man, utilizing wise men or sages. Chapter 3:1—
31:40 offers the solution to the riddle given by Jobʼs three friends: you are suffering for sin;
therefore, repent and your sufferings will vanish! In chapter 32:1—37:24, Elihu presents
his solution to Jobʼs riddle: you are undergoing a divine discipline of love to deter you
from further sin; therefore, stop claiming innocence like the wicked do before G-d, and
stop calling G-dʼs justice into question. G-dʼs solution finally appears in chps 38—41. In
brief, G-d replies that to encounter G-d, whether in abasement or abundance, is enough
and is worth everything. Then, in the epilogue, G-d “restores what has been taken” (Yoel
2:25; Job 42:10f) and “all thingswork together (co-operate) for good for thosewho love G-d
and are called according to his purpose” (Ro 8:28). Have you ever had a Job experience?
Our Moshiach did. Shliach Sha'ul did. Shliach Sha'ul seems to be talking about all true
witnessing Kedoshim in 2C 4. Can you give your edus (testimony) of faith in the form of a
before-and-after Job experience so that G-d gets the glory and is presented as worth it all
in the end? Wewill overcome the devil by theword of our testimony (Rv 12:11). Therewas
once aminister who had a “Job” experience. He was called on the carpet by his overseers,
who accused him of heresy. Then his family deserted him and he lost his home. Then
his friends came around and lectured him on not being a good family man. Then all the
religiouspeople avoidedhim. Heeven lost hisministry appointment andwas left all alone.
In all this he had done nothing wrong, but he held on to his integrity and cried out to G-d
for vindication. This minister waited for G-d to vindicate his innocence and to stop the
mouths of his detractors. Satan was behind the whole plot, because it was the ministry
of the man of G-d that was being unjustly discredited. After a long period of being put
to the test, the L-rd restored everything that He had allowed to be taken from the man of
G-d. In fact, the man of G-d received back from the L-rd his ministry appointment, etc.
He even received back more than he lost! Then he learned by experience what he had
believed already by faith: that G-d is worth everything and is worth losing everything
for. Have you ever had a Job experience of dying to self for Moshiach and coming back
to life with “all these things added unto you as well”? Could you tell your story and let
it minister in kiruv outreach for the Moshiach, using the theme of Job to show how G-
d proved Himself real to you at the end of your struggle of faith? What is a theodicy?
See chapter 36:2. What is the two-tier structure of reality presented in Job? How is it
like the structure of reality presented in Revelation and the rest of Scripture? What is a
theophany? See 38:1—42:6. Do you see how religious functionaries who earn outlandish
salaries might bring HaSatanʼs accusation against themselves (1:9)? Look at chapter 5.
Eliphaz infers that Job is a fool (5:2) whom G-d is correcting (5:17). He tries to comfort Job
but wounds him with false accusations. Job is pictured more and more as a kicked-down
sage, who is a type of Moshiach, and Jobʼs wisdom is that which comes from suffering in
the flesh (1K 4:1). Like our Moshiach, Job prays for his enemies in 42:8. Shliach Sha'ul
says, “All men forsook me.” Jobʼs question in 9:2 is answered in Hab 2:4. Look at Job 9:33
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and 16:18-21. Is not our Moshiach our defender, our paraclete [a friend of the accused
person called to speak in his favor] against Satanʼs accusations? See Job 31:35; 1Y 2:1; Job
33:23-26. Job 14:14 is answered by Job 19:25-26. Remember the Go'el from the book of
Ruth? This word is found in Job 19:25. Job 38:33 is a good point for Besuras Hageulah
rejecters or for proud scientists who accept the g-dless cosmogony of evolution instead of
the book of Genesis properly interpreted in the light of other Scripture. Thewhole section
starting from chapter 38 reveals the weakness, ignorance, unworthiness and stupidity of
punyman so prone to arrogance. To sumup, in the book of Job the hero is presented as the
ideal man of wisdom literature, a sage, prosperous, blessed of G-d and honored of men,
one who is upright in character and on no account can be tempted to curse G-d, so great
is his wise fear of the Almighty. A crisis occurs in Jobʼs life that leads him to seek G-d in
a deeper way. So extreme is Jobʼs situation that nothing less than a personal encounter
with G-d will suffice. Jobʼs despair brings him to the point of discovering that philosophy
and religion are amal m'nachamim “miserable comforters” (16:2). He needs to know G-
d personally, nothing less will satisfy the gnawing yearning within his soul. This is the
promise of Jer.31:31 New Covenant, knowing HASHEM. However, to seek an encounter
with a Holy G-d requires an answer to the question raised by Bildad who asks Job, “How
can a man be yitz'dak (righteous, justified) before G-d?” This question is answered in
ChabakukandRomans, andGalatians andhas todowithourMelitz Yosher alsomentioned
in Job. He is our intercessor in Heaven, Moshiach Tzidkeinu (MJ 4:14-16) without whom
noman can stand vindicated and redeemed as righteous before a righteousG-d. While Job
stands rejected and forsaken with mockers around him (17:2), he reminds the reader of
the picturewe have of the suffering Servant of the L-rd in Isaiah 53 or themocked Dovidic
King in Psalm 22 (compare Job 27:4 to Isa 53:9). In the midst of the satanic accusations
Job “holds fast to his integrity” (27:6) and waits on the L-rd to confirm his innocence and
accept him and his cause as just (Job 42:7-8). So the mocked sage who becomes a fool that
the world curses and makes sport of is depicted here. This points the reader to Moshiach
Tzidkeinu (Jer 23:6) whom we embrace by faith and who enfolds us in his righteousness.
This is HASHEMʼs imputation of the righteousness of G-d, the righteousness throughwhich
we aremade righteous. For in the Besuras HaGeulah is the righteousness of G-d revealed,
as it is written, the tzaddik (righteous one) shall live by his emunah (Hab 2:4; Gn 15:6).
HASHEMʼs “MyRighteousServant” (Isa53:11)makesothers tobedeclared righteous in right
standing with HASHEM. The person of faith can be justified in the sight of HASHEM only
through trust in the righteousness of Moshiach and not through his own righteousness.
Ask the Ruach Hakodesh to help you see the perfect and yashar ish, Moshiach Tzidkeinu
and Moshieinu. Though we were created for mitzvos (Ep 2:10), it is Moshiach Tzidkeinu
(our Righteousness, Jer 23:6) and not mitzvos which is our justification, and this is not
our own doing but an act of HASHEM whereby we are mercifully accounted free from the
penalty of averos, even free of guilt, and graciously bestowed the status divine acquittal
restores.

1 There was an ish in Eretz Utz, shmo Iyov; and that ish was blameless and yashar, and
yire Elohim, and shunned evil.

2And there were born unto him seven banim and shalosh banot.
3His possessions also were seven thousand tzon and three thousand gemalim, and five

hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-donkeys, and verymany avadim; so that this
ish was the greatest of kol bnei kedem.

4And his banimwent and held a mishteh in their bais, every one in his turn in his bais;
and sent and called for their three achayot to eat and to drink with them.

5And it was so, when the yamim of theirmishtehwere gone, that Iyov sent and set them
apart as kodesh, and rose up early in the boker, and offered olot (burnt offerings) according
to themispar (number) of themall: for Iyov said, Itmaybe thatmybanimhave sinned, and
cursed Elohim in their hearts. Thus did Iyov kol hayamim.

6 Now there was a yom when the Bnei HaElohim came to present themselves before
HASHEM, and HaSatan came also among them.

7 And HASHEM said unto HaSatan, From where comest thou? Then HaSatan answered
HASHEM, and said, From roaming to and fro in ha'aretz, and fromwalking up and down in
it.

8AndHASHEM said untoHaSatan, Hast thou considered in thy heart avdi Iyov, that there
is none like him in ha'aretz, a perfect and a yashar ish, yire Elohim, and shunneth evil?

9 Then HaSatan answered HASHEM, and said, Is Iyov a yire Elohim (G-d fearer) for
nothing?
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10Hast not Thoumade a hedge* about him, and about his bais, and about all that he hath
on every side? Thou hast blessed thema'aseh (work) of his hands, and his possessions are
increased in ha'aretz.

11But put forth Thine yad now, and strike all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy
face.

12AndHASHEM said untoHaSatan, Hinei, all that he hath is in thy yad; only upon himself
put not forth thine yad.
So HaSatan went out from the presence of HASHEM.
13And there was a yom when his banim and his banot were eating and drinking yayin

in the bais achihem habechor (the house of their firstborn brother):
14And there cameamalach (messenger)unto Iyov, and said, Theoxenwereplowing, and

the donkeys feeding beside them:
15And the Sabeans attacked, and took them away; yea, they have slain the na'arimwith

the edge of the cherev; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
16While hewas yet speaking, there camealso another, and said, The eish Elohim is fallen

from Shomayim, and hath burned up the tzon, and the na'arim, and consumed them; and
I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

17While hewas yet speaking, there came also another, and said, TheKasdim (Chaldeans)
formed shloshah rashim, and fell upon the gemalim and have carried them away, yea and
slain the na'arimwith the edge of the cherev; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.

18Whilehewasyet speaking, there camealsoanother, andsaid, Thybanimand thybanot
were eating and drinking yayin in the bais achihem habechor;

19And, hinei, there came a ruach gedolah from the midbar, and struck the arbah pinot
(four corners) of the bais, and it fell upon the na'arim, and they are dead; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee.

20 Then Iyov arose, and made the keri'ah on his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell
down upon the ground, and worshiped,

21And said, Arom came I out of beten immi, and arom shall I return there; HASHEM gave,
and HASHEM hath taken away; yehi ShemHASHEMmevorach.

22 In all this Iyov sinned not, nor natan tiflah l'Elohim (charged G-dwith folly).

2
1 Again there was a day when the Bnei HaElohim came to present themselves before

HASHEM, and HaSatan came also among them to present himself before HASHEM.
2 And HASHEM said unto HaSatan, From where comest thou? And HaSatan answered

HASHEM, and said, Fromgoing to and fro through ha'aretz, and fromwalking up and down
in it.

3 And HASHEM said unto HaSatan, Hast thou considered in your meditation Avdi (My
Servant) Iyov, that there is none like him in ha'aretz, ish tam and yashar, yire Elohim, and
shunning rah? And still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou inciteth Me against
him, to ruin him for no reason.

4AndHaSatan answeredHASHEM, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that an ish hathwill he
give for his nefesh.

5But stretch forth Thine yad now, and touch his etzem and his basar, and he will curse
Thee to Thy face.

6And HASHEM said unto HaSatan, Hinei, he is in thine yad; but spare his nefesh.
7Sowent HaSatan out from the presence of HASHEM, and afflicted Iyovwith shekhin rah

(foul boils) from the sole of his regel unto the top of his head.
8And he took him a cheres (potsherd, piece of broken pottery) to scrape himself withal;

and he sat down among the ashes.
9 Then said his isha unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? Curse Elohim, and

die.
10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the nevalot (foolish women) speaketh.

What? Shall we receive hatov from Elohim, and shall we not accept harah? In all this did
not Iyov sin in what he said.

11Now when the three friends of Iyov heard of all this ra'ah that had come upon him,
they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temani, and Bildad the Shuchi, and
Tzophar the Na'amati; for they hadmade an appointment together to come to sympathize
with him and to comfort him.

* 1:10 of protection
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12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and recognized him not, they lifted up
their voice, and wept; and they made the keri'ah every one on his mantle, and sprinkled
dust upon their heads toward Shomayim.

13So they sat [shiva]withhimupon the ground shivat yamimand shivat lailah, andnone
spoke a word unto him; for they saw that his suffering was very great.

14After this opened Iyov his mouth, and cursed his yom.

3
1And Iyov spoke, and said,

2Let the yom perish
wherein I was born,
and halailah in which it was said,
There is a gever born.
3Let that yom be choshech;
let not Elohim regard it from above,
neither let the light shine upon it.
4Let choshech and the tzalmavet (shadow of death) claim it;
let an anan dwell upon it;
let the blackness of the yom terrify it.
5As for that lailah,
let darkness seize upon it; let it not be joined unto the yamim of the shanah,
let it not come into the number of themonths.
6Hinei, let that lailah be barren;
let no joyful shout come therein.
7Let them curse it that curse the yom,
who are ready to rouse Leviathan.
8Let the kokhavim of the dawn thereof be dark;
let it look for ohr, but have none;
neither let it see the dawning of the shachar,
9Because it shut not up the dalatot of mymotherʼs womb,
nor hid amal (tzoros) frommine eyes.

10Why did I not come tomot at birth?
Why did I not perish when I came out of the beten (belly, womb)?
11Madua (why)were there birkayim to receive me?
Or why the shadayim that from them I should nurse?
12For atah (now) I would be lying still and quiet,
have slept and been at rest,
13Withmelachim and yo'atzim of ha'aretz,
which build ruins for themselves;
14Orwith sarim (princes) that had zahav,
who filled their batim (houses)with kesef;
15Or as a hidden stillborn— I had not been!
— as olelimwhich never saw ohr.
16There the resha'im cease from troubling;
and there the weary are at rest.
17There the asirim (prisoners, captives) rest together;
they hear not the voice of the oppressor.
18The katon and gadol are there;
and the eved is free from his adon.

19Why is ohr given to him that is in misery,
and chayyim unto the bitter in nefesh;
20Which long for mavet, but it cometh not;
and dig for it more than for hidden treasures;
21Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad,
when they can find the kever?
22Why is ohr given to a gever whose derech is hidden,
and whom Elohim hath hedged in?
23Formy sighing cometh instead of lechem,
andmy groanings are poured out like themayim.
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24For the pachad (terror)which I greatly feared is come uponme,
and that which I dreaded is come untome.
25 I was not in safety, neither had I rest,
neither was I quiet;
and rogez (tzoros, turmoil) came.

4
1Then Eliphaz the Temani answered and said,

2 If we attempt a davar with thee, wilt thou be offended?
But who can withhold himself from speaking?
3Hinei, thou hast instructed rabbim (many),
and thou hast strengthened the weak hands.
4Thy words have upheld him that was falling,
and thou hast strengthened the feeble birkayim (knees).
5But atah (now) it is come upon thee, and thou art impatient;
it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled.
6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence,
thy tikveh, and the blamelessness of thy ways?
7Consider now, who ever perished, being naki (innocent)?
Or where were the yesharim (upright ones) cut off?
8Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity,
and sow amal (trouble), reap the same.
9By the neshamah (breath) of Eloah they perish,
and by the ruach of His nostrils are they consumed.
10The roaring of the aryeh, and the voice of the fierce lion,
and the teeth of the young lions, are broken.
11The old lion perisheth for lack of teref (prey),
and the stout lionʼs cubs are scattered.
12Now a davar was secretly brought to me,
andmine ear received a whisper thereof.
13 In thoughts from the chezyonot lailah,
when tardemah (deep sleep) falleth on anashim,
14Pachad came uponme, and trembling,
whichmade all my atzmot to shake.
15Then a ruach passed before my face;
the hair of my basar stood up;
16 It stood still, but I could not discern the appearance thereof;
a temunah (form)was before mine eyes,
there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying,
17 Shall enosh (mortal man) be seen as righteous by Eloah?
Shall a man be tahor before his Maker?*
18Behold, He puts no trust in His avadim,
and His malachim (angels)He charged with toholah (error).
19Howmuchmore them that dwell in batim (houses) of clay,
whose yesod (foundation, origin) is in the dust,
which are crushed like themoth?
20They are destroyed from boker to erev;
they perish forever without any regarding it.
21 Is not the cord of their tent which is in them pulled up?
They die, even without chochmah (wisdom).

5
1Call now, if there be any that will answer thee,
and to which of the Kedoshim (holy ones)wilt thou turn?
2For ka'as (anger) killeth the foolishman,
and kinah (envy) slayeth the simple one.
3 I have seen the fool taking shoresh (root),
but suddenly I cursed his habitation.
4His banim are far from yesha (safety, salvation),
and they are crushed in the sha'ar (gate, before the public),

* 4:17 See Gn 15:6
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neither is there any to deliver them.
5Whose katzir (harvest) the hungry eateth up,
and taketh it even from among of the tzinnim (thorns),
and the intriguer pants after their wealth.
6Although affliction springeth not forth of the aphar (dust),
neither doth amal (trouble, tzoros) sprout out of the adamah;
7Yet adam is born unto amal (trouble, tzoros),
even as sparks fly upward.
8 I would seek El (G-d),
and before Elohimwould I laymy cause;
9Who doeth gedolot unsearchable,
marvellous things without mispar;
10Who givethmatar upon eretz,
and sendethmayim upon the fields;
11To set up on high those that be the shefalim (the lowly ones);
that those whichmournmay be exalted to safety,
12Thwarting themachshevot of the arumim (crafty ones),
so that their hands cannot accomplish tushiyyah (success).
13He taketh the chachamim in their own arum (craftiness),
and the etzah of the wily is swiftly swept away.
14Theymeet with choshech in the daytime,
and grope in the noonday as in the lailah,
15But He saveth the needy from the cherev of their mouth,
and from the yad chazak.
16 So the poor hath tikveh,
and olatah (perversity, wickedness) stoppeth her mouth.
17Hinei, ashrei is the enosh whom Eloah correcteth;
therefore despise not thou themusar (chastening) of Shaddai;
18For He woundeth, and bindeth up;
He injureth, and His yadayim (hands) heal.
19He shall deliver thee in shesh tzoros;
yea, in shivah there shall no rah touch thee.
20 In ra'av (famine)He shall redeem thee frommavet;
and inmilchamah from the power of the cherev.
21Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the leshon,
neither shalt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh.
22At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh;
neither shalt thou be afraid of the chayyat ha'aretz.
23For thou shalt be in league with the avanim of the sadeh,
and the chayyat sadeh shall be hashelemah (at peace)with thee.
24And thou shalt know that shalom shall be thy ohel;
and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and find nothing wanting.
25Thou shalt know also that thy zera shall be rav,
and thine offspring as the esev ha'aretz.
26Thou shalt come to thy kever in a ripe age,
like a shock of grain cometh in its season.
27Hinei zot, this we have searched out, so it is;
hear it, and apply thou it for thy good.

6
1But Iyov answered and said,
2Oh that my ka'as (vexation)were throughly weighed,
andmy calamity laid in the scales together!
3For now it would be heavier than the chol of the seas;
therefore mywords are impetuous.
4For the khitzim (arrows) of Shaddai are inme,
the poison whereof drinkethmy ruach;
the terrors of Eloah do set themselves in array against me.
5Doth the pereh (wild donkey) bray when he hath desheh?
Or loweth the ox over his fodder?
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6Can that which is tasteless be eaten without melach?
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?
7The things that my nefesh refused to touch
are like my loathsome lechem.
8Whowill grant that I might havemy she'elah (request);
oh that Eloah would grant memy tikveh!
9Even that it would please Eloah to crushme;
that He would let loose His yad, and cut me off!
10Then should I yet have nechamah (consolation);
yea, I would exult in chilah (pain);
let him not spare;
for I have not concealed
the imrei Kadosh (words of the Holy One).
11What is my koach, that I should wait?
Andwhat is mine end, that I shouldmake patient my nefesh?
12 Is my koach the koach of avanim?
Or is my basar bronze?
13 Is it that my help is not withinme?
And is tushiyyah (success) driven fromme?
14To him that is afflicted, chesed should be shown from his friend;
otherwise, he forsaketh the fear of Shaddai.
15Achai (my brethren) have dealt deceitfully as a wadi,
and as the torrents of wadis they vanish away;
16Which are blackishmuddy by reason of the kerakh (ice),
and wherein the sheleg (snow) is melted.
17What season they becomewarm, they vanish;
when it is hot, they disappear from their makom.
18The paths of their derech wind about;
they go up to tohu,* and perish.
19The caravans of Tema looked for them;
the halichot (traveling companies) of Sheva hoped for them.
20They were disappointed because of their bitachon;
they come there and are confounded.
21For now ye are become such;
ye see my chatat (casting down), and are afraid.
22Did I say, Bring untome?
Or, Give a present for me of your ko'ach (power, wealth)?
23Or, Deliver me from the yad tzar (hand of the enemy, oppressor)?
Or, Redeemmewith a ransom from the yad of the tyrants?
24Teachme, and I will hold my tongue,
and causeme to have binah wherein I have erred.
25How forcible are the imrei yosher (words of rectitude)!
But what doth your hokhiach (reproof) reprove?
26Do ye think to reprove words?
The words of one in despair, which are as ruach?
27Yea, ye cast lots for the yatom,
and over your friend ye barter.
28Now therefore be pleased to look uponme;
for it is evident unto you if in me there is kazav (falsity).
29Turn, now, let there be no iniquity;
yea, turn again; at issue is my tzedek (righteousness).
30 Is there iniquity onmy leshon?
Cannot my palate discern havvot (perverse things)?

7
1 Is there not a tzava (forced hard service in the army) to enosh (man) upon earth?
Are not his days also like the yamim of a sachir (hired laborer)?
2As an eved earnestly longeth for tzel (shade),

* 6:18 Gn 1:2
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and as a sachir waiteth for the wage of his work,
3 So am Imade to possess months of shav (vanity, futility),
and lailot amal (nights of weariness) are appointed to me.
4When I lie down, I say, Mosai (how long) till I arise?
But the erev drags on, and I am full of tossings to and fro unto dawn.
5My basar is clothed with worm and clod of aphar;
my ohr (skin) is broken, and become loathsome.
6My yamim are swifter than a weaverʼs shuttle,
and are spent without tikveh.
7O remember that my life is ruach (wind);
mine eye shall nomore see tov.
8The ayin (eye) of him that hath seenme shall see me no longer;
thine eyes are uponme, and I am nomore.
9Like the anan that fades and vanisheth away,
so he that goeth down to Sheol shall come up nomore.
10He shall return nomore to his bais,
neither shall his makom know him anymore.

11Therefore I will not curbmymouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my ruach;
I will complain in themar (bitterness) of my nefesh.
12Am I a yam, or a tannin (monster of the yam [sea]),
that Thou settest a mishmar (guardwatch) over me?
13When I say, My bed shall give me nachamah (comfort),
my couch shall ease my complaint,
14Then Thou frightenest mewith chalomot (dreams),
and terrifiest me through chezyonot (visions),
15 So that my nefesh choosethmachanak (strangling)
andmavet (death) rather than this skeleton.
16 I loathe it; I would not live l'olam,
let me alone; for my yamim are hevel (vanity, meaningless).
17What is enosh (man), that Thou shouldest makemuch of him?
And that Thou shouldest set Thine lev upon him?
18And that Thou shouldest visit him every boker,
and try him everymoment?
19How long dost Thou not look away fromme?
Nor let me alone till I swallow downmy rok (spittle)?
20Chatati (I have sinned);
what shall I do unto Thee, O Thou Notzer HaAdam (Observer of men)?
Why hast Thou set me as amifgah (mark, target, something to be hit) to Thee,
so that I am amassa (burden) to Thee?
21Andwhy dost Thou not pardonmy peysha (transgression),
and take awaymy avon (iniquity)?
For now shall I sleep in the aphar;
and Thou shalt search for me, but I shall be nomore.

8
1Then answered Bildad the Shuchi, and said,

2How long wilt thou speak these things?
And how long shall the words of thymouth be like a raging ruach (wind)?
3Doth El pervert mishpat (justice)?
Or doth Shaddai pervert tzedek?
4 If thy banim have sinned against Him,
and He have cast them away for their peysha (transgression);
5 If thou wouldest seek El (G-d) earnestly,
andmake thy techinnah (supplication) to Shaddai;
6 If thou wert pure and yashar;
surely nowHewould rouse Himself for thee,
and restore the habitation of thy tzedek.
7Though thy reshit (beginning)was small,
yet thy acharit (end) shall be exceedingly great.
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8For inquire, now, of the dor rishon (former age),
and consider the research of their avot;
9— For we are but of temol (yesterday, etmol) and know nothing,
because yameinu (our days) upon earth are a tzel (shadow)—
10 Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee,
and bring forth words out of their lev?
11Can the papyrus grow upwithout marsh?
Can the reed growwithout mayim?
12Whilst it is yet in its greenness, and not cut down,
it withereth before kol khatzir (all grass).
13 So are the paths of all that forget El (G-d),
and the tikvat chanef (hope of the hypocrite, the irreligious, the secretly wicked profane

person) shall perish,
14Whose hope shall be cut off,
and whose reliance shall be a bais akavish (spiderʼs web).
15He shall lean upon his bais,
but it shall not stand,
he shall cling to it,
but it shall not hold.
16He is like a green plant before the shemesh,
and its branch shooteth forth in its gan (garden).
17 Its shorashim (roots) are wrapped about the rock heap,
and it looks on the bais avanim (place of stones).
18But when cast away from its makom,
then its place shall deny it, saying, Loh re'iticha (I never saw thee).
19Behold, thus was the joy of its derech,
and others spring forth from the aphar (dust).
20 Surely El (G-d)will not cast away a blameless man,
neither will He help the resha'im (evil-doers);
21Till He fill thymouth with sechok (laughter),
and thy lips with teruah (shouts of joy).
22They that hate thee shall be clothed with bushah (shame),
and the ohel resha'im shall be nomore.

9
1Then Iyov answered and said,

2 I know it is indeed thus,
but how should yitzdak Enosh im El (Man be in the right, justified, before G-d)?
3 If he will contend with Him,
once of a thousand canMan not answer G-d back.
4G-d is chochom in lev, andmighty in ko'ach;
who hath hardened himself to defy Him and remained unhurt?
5Which removeth the harim (mountains), and they know not;
which overturneth them in His anger;
6Which shaketh eretz out of its place,
and the ammudim thereof tremble;
7Which commandeth the cheres (sun), and it riseth not;
and sealeth up the kokhavim;
8Which spreadeth out Shomayim by Himself alone,
and treadeth upon the waves of the yam;
9Whichmaketh the Bear,
Orion, and the Pleiades,
and the chambers of the constellations on the south side of the heavens;
10Which doeth gedolot past finding out;
yea, and nifla'ot (wonders)without number.
11Hen (lo), He passeth byme, and I see Him not;
He goeth on also, but I perceive Him not.
12Hinei, He taketh away, who can stop Him?
Whowill say unto Him, Mah ta'aseh (what are You doing)?
13 If Eloah restraineth not His anger,
the helpers of Rahabmust bow themselves under Him.
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14Howmuch less shall I dispute with Him,
and choosemy devarimwith Him?
15Whom, though I were tzaddik (righteous, innocent, in the right), yet would I not answer,
but I wouldmake techinnah (supplication, plea formercy) for mymishpat (right).
16 If I had summoned, and He had responded tome,
yet would I not believe that He had paid heed untomy kol (voice);
17For He breakethme in a sa'arah (tempest, storm),
andmultiplieth mywounds without cause.
18Hewill not allowme to takemy ruach (breath),
but filleth mewith bitterness.
19 If I speak of ko'ach, hinei, He is mighty,
and if of mishpat, who can give Him a court summons?
20 If etzdak (I am justified, in the right), mine ownmouth would condemnme;
if I say, I am blameless, He would proveme perverse.
21Though I were blameless,
yet would I not knowmy nefesh;
I would despise my life.
22This is one thing; therefore I said it,
He destroyeth the tam (blameless) and the rasha (wicked).
23 If the shot (scourge) slay suddenly,
He laugheth at the melting away [in anguish] of the nekiyim (innocent ones, the guiltless

ones).
24Eretz is given into the yad of the resha;
He blindfoldeth the faces of the shofetim (judges) thereof;
if not, then, who doeth it?
25Nowmy yamim are swifter than a runner;
they flee away, they see no tovah.
26They slip by like oniyyot (boats) of reed;
as the nesher that swoopeth down on the prey.
27 If I say, I will forget my si'akh (complaint),
I will leave offmy heaviness, and comfort myself,
28 I am afraid of all my sorrows;
I have da'as that Thouwilt not holdme innocent.
29 If I be wicked,
why then labor I in hevel (vain)?
30 If I washmyself with sheleg (snow),
andmakemy hands clean with lye,
31Yet shalt Thou plungeme in the shachat (slime pit),
andmine own clothes shall abhorme.
32For He is not an ish, as I am, that I should answer Him,
and we should come together inmishpat (in the court).
33Neither is there anymochiach (arbitrator) between us,
that might lay his yad upon us both.
34Let Him take His shevet (rod) away fromme,
and let not His fear terrify me.
35Thenwould I speak, and not fear Him;
but it is not ken (so)withme.

10
1My nefesh is sick of my life;
I will give free rein to my si'akh (complaint);
I will speak in themar (bitterness) of my nefesh.
2 I will say unto Eloah, Do not condemnme;
showmewhat charge Thou dost contend withme.
3 Is it hatov (pleasing) unto Thee that Thou shouldest oppress,
that Thou shouldest reject the work of Thine hands,
and shine [favor] upon the etzah (scheme) of the resha'im?
4Hast Thou eyes of basar?
Or seest Thou as enosh seeth?
5Are Thy yamim like the yamim of enosh?
Are Thy years like the days of gever (man),
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6That Thou seekest after mine avon,
and searchest after my chattat?
7Though Thou has da'as that I am not a resha,
and there is none that can deliver out of Thine yad,
8Thine yadayim have formedme and altogether round about have fashionedme;
yet Thou hast now swallowedme.
9Remember, now, that Thou hast moldedme like the chomer (clay),
and wilt Thou turnme into aphar again?
10Hast Thou not pouredme out like cholov,
and curdledme like gvinah (cheese)?
11Thou hast clothedmewith ohr and basar,
and hast knittedme together with atzmot and sinews.
12Thou hast grantedme chayyim and chesed,
and Thy visitation hath been shomer over my ruach.
13And these things hast Thou hid in Thine lev;
I have da'as that this was in Thymind.
14 If I sin, then Thou art shomer over me,
and Thouwilt not let my avon go unpunished.
15 If I am guilty, woe untome;
even if I be tzaddik (innocent), yet will I not lift upmy head,
being full of kalon (shame) and conscious of my oni (misery),
16For if my head is held high, Thou stalkest me like a fierce lion,
and ever Thou displayest Thy awesome power against me.
17Thou bringest Thy fresh edim (witnesses) against me,
and increasest Thine hot indignation towardme;
in waves Thy tzava troop against me.
18Why then hast Thou brought me forth out of the rechem (womb)?
Oh that I had expired, and no eye had seenme!
19 I should have been as though I had never been;
I should have been carried from the beten straight to the kever.
20Are not my yamim few?
Then cease, and let me alone, that I may take a little cheer
21Before I go fromwhere I shall not return,
even to the Eretz Choshech V'Tzalmavet,
22An eretz of darkness, like darkness itself;
and of tzalmavet, no sedarim (order),
where the light is like darkness.

11
1Then answered Tzophar the Na'amati, and said,
2 Should not themultitude of devarim be answered?
And should an ish full of talk yitzdak (be justified)?
3 Should thy vain talk silencemen,
so that thoumockest, v'ein machlim (without anyone putting thee to shame)?
4For thou hast said, My lekach (doctrine, teaching, belief) is pure,
and I am clean in Thine eyes.
5But oh that Eloah would speak,
and open His lips against thee,
6And that He would show thee the secrets of chochmah,
that tushiyyah (true wisdom) has two sides!
Have da'as therefore that Eloah forgetteth
much of thy avon.
7Canst thou search out the cheker Eloah (depths of G-d)?
Canst thou probe to the tachlis Shaddai (the end, completeness of Almighty)?
8 It is like the heights of Shomayim; what canst thou do?
Deeper than Sheol; of what canst thou have da'as?
9Themeasure thereof is longer than ha'aretz,
and broader than the yam (sea).
10When Eloah passes by and arrests and convenes for judgment,
who then can constrain Him?
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11For He has da'as of deceitful men;
He seeth wickedness also; will He not then take note of it?
12But before a witless ish can becomewise,
a colt of a pereh (wild donkey)would be born an adam!
13 If thou direct thine lev,
and stretch out thine hands to Him,
14 If iniquity be in thine yad, put it far away,
and let not wickedness dwell in thy ohalim.
15For then shalt thou lift up thy face without mum;
yea, thou shalt be firm, and shalt not fear,
16Because thou shalt forget thy amal (grief),
and remember it as waters that flow by,
17And thine cheled (duration of life) shall be brighter than the tzohorayim (noonday);
thou shalt shine forth; thou shalt be as the boker.
18And thou shalt be secure, because now there is tikveh;
yea, thou shalt search, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety.
19Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid;
yea, rabbim (many) shall court thy favor.
20But the eyes of the resha'im faileth,
and they shall not escape,
and their tikveh shall be as the last gasp of the nefesh.

12
1And Iyov answered and said,
2Doubtless then ye are the people,
and chochmah shall die with you!
3But I have levav (understanding) as well as you;
I am not inferior to you;
yea, who knoweth not such things as these?
4 I am as a laughingstock to his neighbor:
Themanwho calleth upon Eloah [they say of me], and He answereth him!
[To them I am] a laughingstock, the tzaddik, the tamim (blameless one)!
5Those at ease have buz (contempt)
for a downfall which awaits
the one whose regel is slipping.
6The ohalim of shodedim (robbers) remain in peace;
they that defy El are secure,
who Eloah brought forth by His yad.
7But ask now the behemot, and they shall teach thee,
and the oph haShomayim (birds of the air), and they shall tell thee;
8Or speak to ha'aretz, and it shall teach thee;
and the dagim of the yam shall declare unto thee.
9Of all of these,
who lacketh da'as that the yad HASHEM hath wrought this?
10 In whose yad is the nefesh of every living thing,
and the ruach of kol basar ish.
11Doth not the ozen (ear) test words?
And themouth tastes its ochel?
12With the ancient ones is chochmah;
and in orech yamim (length of days) is binah (understanding).
13With Him is chochmah and gevurah;
He hath etzah and understanding.
14 See, what He tears down cannot be reconstructed;
He shutteth up an ish, and there can be no prison release.
15 See, He withholdeth the waters, and they dry up;
also He sendeth them out, and they overturn eretz.
16With Him is oz (strength) and tushiyyah (true wisdom);
the deceived and the deceiver are His.
17He leadeth yoatzim (counsellors) away stripped,
andmaketh the shofetim (judges) fools.
18He looseth the shackle of melachim (kings),
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and girdeth their loins with loincloth.
19He leadeth kohanim away stripped,
and overthroweth themighty.
20He removeth the speech of the ne'emanim (trusted ones),
and taketh away the understanding of the zekenim.
21He poureth buz (contempt) upon nobles,
and loosens the belt of themighty.
22He uncovers the depths of choshech,
and bringeth tzalmavet to light.
23He giveth prosperity to the Goyim, and then destroyeth them;
He enlargeth them, and then carrieth the Goyim away.
24He taketh away the lev (understanding) of the Rashei AmHaAretz,
and sendeth them to tohu lo derech (trackless wilderness).
25They grope in the choshech without ohr,
and Hemaketh them to stagger like a shikkor (drunkenman).

13
1 See, mine eye hath seen all this,
mine ozen hath heard and understood it.
2What ye know, of the same I have da'as also;
I am not inferior unto you.
3 Surely I would speak to Shaddai,
and I desire to reason with El (G-d).
4But ye are forgers of sheker,
ye are all rofim (physicians) of no value.
5O that ye would altogether hold your peace!
And it should be your chochmah.
6Hear nowmy tokhachat (protest, public argumentation),
and pay heed to the pleadings of my lips.
7Will ye talk wickedly on behalf of El (G-d)
and speak deceitfully for Him?
8Will ye be partial to Him?
Will ye play the part of the defense attorney for El?
9 Is it hatov that He should search you out?
Or do you play the jester with Him, as one plays the jester with enosh?
10Hewill surely reprove you,
if ye do act with partiality beseter (secretly).
11 Shall not His majesty make you afraid?
And the pachad of Him fall upon you?
12Your zichronmeshalim (memorable sayings) are like unto ashes,
your defenses are strongholds of chomer (clay).
13Hold your peace, let me alone, that Ani (I)may speak,
and let come onmewhat will.
14Why do I takemy basar inmy teeth,
and takemy nefesh inmine yad?
15Though He slayme, yet will I wait for and trust in Him;
but I will maintainmy derech before Him.*
16He also shall be my Yeshu'ah (salvation);
for a chanef (irreligiousman, hypocrite) shall not come before Him.
17Hear diligently my confession,
andmy declaration with your oznayim.
18Hinei now, I have preparedmymishpat (cause, case);
I know that I shall be acquitted.
19Who is he that can contend against me?
For atah (now), if I hold my tongue, I shall expire.
20Only do not shtayim (two things) untome;
then will I not hidemyself from Thee.
21Withdraw Thine hand far fromme,
and let not Thy eimah (dread, terror)makeme afraid.

* 13:15 Isa 53:8,10
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22Then kerah (summon), and I will answer;
or let me speak, and answerme.
23Howmany aremine avonot and chatta'ot?
Makeme to knowmy peysha andmy chattat.
24Lammah (why) hidest Thou Thy face,
and holdest me for Thine enemy?
25Wilt Thou frighten away a leaf driven to and fro?
Andwilt Thou pursue the dry kash (straw, chaff)?
26For Thouwritest downmerorot (bitter things) against me,
andmakest me to inherit the avonot of my neurim (youth).
27Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks,
and observest kol orkhot (paths, ways) of me;
Thou settest a mark upon the soles of my raglayim,
28Around one whowastes away as a rotten thing,
as a beged (garment) that is moth eaten.

14
1Adam that is born of isha
is of few yamim and full of rogez (unrest).
2He cometh forth like a tzitz (flower), and is cut down;
he fleeth also as a tzel, and continueth not.
3And doth Thou open Thine eyes upon such a one,
and bringest me into mishpat with Thee?
4Who can bring a tahor (clean thing) out of a tameh (an unclean)?*
Loh echad (No one).
5 Seeing his yamim are determined,
the number of his chodashim (months) are with Thee,
Thou hast appointed his limits that he cannot exceed.
6Turn from him, that hemay rest,
till he shall accomplish, as a sachir (a hiredman), his day.
7For there is tikveh of an etz,
if it be cut down, that it will sprout again,
and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.
8Though the shoresh (root) thereof grow old in ha'aretz,
and the stump thereof die in the aphar (dust),
9Yet through the scent of mayim it will bud,
and bring forth branches like a young plant.
10But gever dieth, and wasteth away;
yea, adam breathes his last, and where is he?
11As themayim flow away from the yam,
and the nahar (stream) becomes parched and drieth up,
12 So ish lieth down, and riseth not,
till Shomayim be nomore, they shall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep.
13O that Thouwouldest hideme in Sheol,
that Thouwouldest conceal me until Thy wrath has passed,
that Thouwouldest appoint me a chok (set time), and rememberme!
14 If a gever die, shall he live again?
All the days of my tzava (hard army service)will I wait,
till my chalifah (changing, renewal) come.
15Thou shalt call, and I will answer Thee;
Thou wilt have a desire for thema'aseh (work) of Thine hands.
16For now Thou countest my steps.
Dost Thou not watch over my chattat?
17My peysha is sealed up in a bag,
and Thouwould cover over mine avon.
18And surely the har (mountain) falling crumbles,
and the tzur (rock) is moved out of its place.
19Themayimwear away the avanim;
Thouwashest away the things which grow out of the aphar aretz;

* 14:4 cf. Ro 5:12
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and Thou destroyest the tikvat enosh.
20Thou prevailest lanetzach (forever) against him, and he passeth away;
Thou changest his countenance, and sendest him away.
21His banim come to honor, and he knoweth it not;
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.
22Only his basar shall have pain upon him,
and his nefesh within him shall mourn.

15
1Then answered Eliphaz the Temani, and said,
2 Should a chacham (wiseman) utter vain knowledge,
and fill his inner being with the east wind?
3 Should he reason with unprofitable davar (talk)?
Or with speeches wherewith no good is done?
4Yea, thoumakest void yireh [Elohim],
and doth diminish si'akh (meditation) before El.
5For thymouth uttereth thine avon,
and thou choosest the leshon arumim (tongue of the crafty).
6Thine ownmouth condemneth thee, and loh Ani (not I);
yea, thine own lips testify against thee.
7Art thou harishon adam (the first man) that was born?
Or wast thoumade before the hills?
8Hast thou attended to the sod Eloah (counsel of G-d)?
And dost thou limit chochmah to thyself?
9Of what dost thou have da'as, that we know not?
What understandest thou, which is not in us?
10Both the grayheaded and very agedmen are among us,
much elder than avicha.
11Are the tanechumot El (consolations of G-d) not enough for thee?
Or the davar that deals gently with thee?
12Why doth thine lev carry thee away?
Andwhy do thy eyes flash,
13That thou ventest thy ruach against El (G-d),
and lettest such words pour out of thymouth?
14What is enosh, that he should be pure [in the sight of HASHEM]?
And he which is born of an isha, that yitzdak (he should be in the right)?
15 If He trusteth not His Kedoshim;
yea, Shomayim is not pure in His eyes.
16Howmuchmore vile and corrupt is ish,
which drinketh iniquity like mayim?
17 I will show thee, shema tome;
and that which I have seen I will declare;
18Things which chachamim declare
from their avot without concealment;
19Unto whom alone ha'aretz was given,
and no zar passed among them.
20The reshah travaileth with pain all his yamim,
and numbered shanim are reserved for the oppressor.
21A dreadful sound is in his oznayim;
during shalom the shoded (destroyer) shall come upon him.
22He believeth not in a return from choshech,
and he is marked for the cherev.
23Hewandereth about after lechem, saying, Where is it?
He has da'as the Yom Choshech is near at hand for him.
24Distress and anguish shall make him afraid;
they shall seize him as amelech poised for battle.
25For he stretcheth out his yad against El (G-d),
and with insolence vaunts himself against Shaddai.
26He charges against Him, with a stiff neck,
with the thick bosses of his mogen (shield);
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27Though he covereth his panimwith his fatness,
and addeth fat on his flanks;
28And he dwelleth in desolate towns,
and in batim (houses)which noman inhabiteth,
which are ready to crumble to rubble.
29He shall not be osher, neither shall his substance continue;
neither shall their possessions spread over ha'aretz.
30He shall not escape from choshech;
the flame shall wither his branches,
and in the ruach of his mouth shall he perish.
31Let not him that is deceived trust in shav (vanity);
for shav shall be his recompense.
32His Yom is not yet;
then it is accomplished, and his branch shall not flourish.
33He shall shake off his unripe grape like the gefen,
and shall cast off his blossom like the zayit (olive tree).
34For the Adat Chanef (congregation of hypocrites) shall be barren,
and eish shall consume the ohalim of bribery.
35They conceive amal (trouble), and give birth to evil,
and their belly workethmirmar (deceit).

16
1Then Iyov answered and said,
2 I have heardmany such things;
menachamei amal (miserable comforters) are ye all.
3 Shall divrei ruach (vain words) have an end?
Or what provoketh thee that thou answerest?
4 I also could speak as ye do;
if your nefesh were in place of my nefesh,
I could heap upwords against you,
and shakemine head at you.
5But I would strengthen youwithmymouth,
and themoving of my shfatayim (lips) should relieve your grief.
6Though I speak, my grief is not relieved,
and though I forbear, mah (what) alleviation is it for me?
7But nowHe hath wornme out;
Thou hast made desolate kol adat (whole household) of me.
8And Thou hast filledmewith wrinkles,
which is an ed (witness) against me;
andmy leanness rising up inme
beareth witness to my face.
9He tearethme in his wrath, who warreth against me;
He gnasheth uponmewith His shinayim (teeth);
mine adversary sharpeneth His eyes against me.
10They have struck at mewith their mouth;
they have struckme upon the lekhi (cheek) reproachfully;*
they have conspired themselves together against me.
11El hath deliveredme to evil men,
and turnedme over into the hands of the resha'im.
12 I was at ease, but He hath shatteredme;
He hath also takenme bymy neck, and shakenme to pieces,
and set me up for His mattarah (object of attack, target).
13His archers surroundme,
He pierces my klayot (kidneys),
and doth not showmercy; He poureth out my gall upon the ground.
14He bursteth uponme again and again;
He runneth uponme like a gibbor (warrior).
15 I have sewed sackcloth uponmy skin,
and laid my keren (horn, strength) in the aphar (dust).

* 16:10 Isa 50:6; Lam 3:30
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16My face is red with weeping,
and onmy eyelids is the tzalmavet;
17Not for any chamas inmine hands;
also my tefillah is pure.
18O earth, cover not thoumy dahm,
and let my outcry have nomakom (place of rest).
19Also now, hinei, my Ed is in Shomayim,
andmy Sahed (witness, one who vouches forme) is on high.†
20My friends scornme;
but mine eye poureth out tears unto Eloah.
21O that onemight plead for amanwith Eloah,
as a man pleadeth for his neighbor!
22When a few shanot are come,
then I shall go the way whence I shall not return.

17
1My ruach is broken,
my yamim are extinct,
the kevarim are ready for me.
2Does not hatulim (mockery) surroundme?
And doth not mine eye continue in their provocation?
3Lay down an eravon (pledge)with Thee;
who is he that will put up security for me?
4For Thou hast hid their lev from seichel;
therefore shalt Thou not exalt them.
5He that informs on re'im for chelek,
even the eyes of his banim shall fail.
6He hathmademe also amashal (byword) of the peoples;
and I am one in whose face they spit.
7Mine eye also is dim by reason of ka'as,
and all mymembers are like a tzel (shadow).
8Yesharim shall be appalled at this
and the naki (pure, innocent) shall stir up himself against the chanef (profane, irreligious).
9The tzaddik also shall hold to his derech,
and he whose yadayim are tahor shall grow stronger and stronger.
10But as for all you, do ye return, and come back now;
for I cannot find one chacham among you.
11My yamim are past,
my plans are broken,
even themorashot (possessions, desires) of my lev.
12They change the lailah into yom;
the ohr is near to choshech, say they.
13 If I wait, Sheol is mine bais;
I havemademy bed in the choshech.
14 I have said to Shachat, thou art avi;
to the worm, thou art immi, and achoti.
15Andwhere is nowmy tikveh?
As for my tikveh, who regards it?
16Will it go down to the gates of Sheol?
Shall we go down together into the dust?

18
1Then answered Bildad the Shuchi, and said,
2Ad anah (Until when, how long)will it be ere yemake an end of words?
Gain binah, and afterwards wewill speak.
3Why are we counted as behemah (cattle),
and reputed stupid in your sight?
4Thou art he who teareth his nefesh in his anger;
shall eretz (earth) be forsaken for thee?
† 16:19MJ 4:15
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And shall the tzur be removed out of its place?
5Yea, the ohr of the resha'im shall be put out,
and the flame of his eish shall not burn.
6The ohr shall be choshech in his ohel,
and his ner (lamp) above him is extinguished.
7The steps of his vigor shall be shortened,
and his own etzah (counsel, scheme) shall cast him down.
8For he is cast into a reshet by his own raglayim,
and he walketh into a pitfall.
9The pach (trap) shall take him by the akev (heel),
and the snare shall prevail against him.
10The noose is laid for him ba'aretz (on the ground),
and a trap for him in the path.
11Ballahot (terrors, terrible thoughts) shall make him afraid on every side,
and shall dog him behind his feet.
12Calamity is ra'ev (hungry) for him,
and destruction shall be ready for his fall.
13 It shall devour the limbs of his ohr (skin);
even the bechormavet (plague) shall devour his members.
14That in which he trusted is rooted out of his ohel,
and it shall march him toMelech Ballahot (King of Terrors).
15 In his ohel nothing dwells;
gofrit (brimstone) is scattered upon his habitation.
16His shorashim shall be dried up beneath,
and above his branch shall wither.
17His memory shall perish from the earth,
and he shall have no shem in the land.
18He shall be driven from ohr into choshech,
and chased out of the tevel.
19He shall neither have offspring nor descendant among his am (people),
nor is there a sarid in his dwellings.
20The acharonim shall be astonished at his yom,
as the kadmonimwere affrighted.
21 Surely such are themishkenot (dwellings) of the resha'im,
and this is the place of him that has no da'as of El.

19
1Then Iyov answered and said,
2How long will ye torment my nefesh,
and crushmewith words?
3These ten times have ye reproachedme;
ye have no bushah that ye causeme astonishment.
4And be it indeed that I have erred,
minemeshugah (error) remaineth withmyself.
5 If indeed ye will magnify yourselves aboveme,
and use against memy cherpah (reproach, humiliation),
6Have da'as now that Eloah hath put me in the wrong,
and hath encompassedmewith his matzud (net).
7Behold, when I cry chamas, I am not heard;
I cry for help, but there is nomishpat.
8He hath fenced aroundmyway that I cannot pass,
and set choshech inmy paths.
9He hath strippedme of my kavod,
and taken the ateret frommy rosh.
10He breaks me down on every side till I am gone,
andmine tikveh hath He uprooted like an etz.
11He hath also kindled His wrath against me,
and He countethme unto Him as His tzar (enemy).
12His forces come together,
and raise up their siege ramp against me,
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and encamp aroundmy ohel.
13He hath put achai (my brethren) far fromme,
andmine acquaintances are verily estranged fromme.
14My kerov (near and dear) have failed,
andmy familiar friends have forgottenme.
15They that dwell in mine bais, andmymaidservants, count me for a zar;
I am a nokhri in their sight.
16 I summoned avdi, and he gaveme no answer;
I entreated himwithmymouth.
17My ruach is repulsive to my isha,
loathsome to bnei beten of mine.
18Even avilim (little children) treat mewith contempt;
I appear, and they ridicule me.
19All mymetei sod (confidants) detest me,
and they whom I loved are turned against me.
20My etzem cleaveth to my ohr (skin)
and tomy basar,
and I am escaped only by the skin of my teeth.
21Channuni, channuni,
O yemy friends;
for the yad Eloah hath touchedme.
22Why do ye persecute me like El,
not satisfied withmy basar?
23Oh that mywords were but written!
O that they were recorded in a sefer!
24That they were engraved with a pen of barzel
and with oferet (lead) in the tzur forever!
25For Ani yadati Goeli chai (I know thatmy Redeemer liveth),
and that he shall stand up at Acharon (at the Last) upon aphar (dust, the earth);
26And though after my ohr (skin) has been thus destroyed,
yet frommy basar I shall see Eloah;
27Whom I shall see for myself,
andmine eyes shall behold and no other;
my heart faints withinme.
28But ye think, Howwewill persecute him,
seeing the shoresh (root) of thematter is found inme?
29Be ye afraid of the cherev;
for wrath bringeth the avonot (punishments) of the cherev,
that ye may know there is a judgment.

20
1Then answered Tzophar the Na'amati, and said,

2Therefore domy thoughts causeme to answer,
and ba'avur (because of [this]) I make haste.
3 I hear themusar that insults me,
and the ruach of my understanding causethme to answer.
4Knowest thou not this of old,
since adamwas placed upon earth,
5That the triumphing of the resha'im is short,
and the simchat chanef (joy of the hypocrite) but for amoment?
6Though his excellencymount up to Shomayim,
and his rosh reach unto the clouds;
7Yet he shall perish lanetzach (forever) like his own dung;
they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?
8He shall fly away as a chalom, and shall not be found;
yea, he shall be chased away as a chezyon lailah.
9The ayin also which saw him shall see him nomore;
neither shall his makom anymore behold him.
10His banim shall seek the favor of the poor,
and his hands shall restore their goods.
11His atzmot are full of youthful vigor,
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which shall lie downwith him in the aphar.
12Thoughwickedness be sweet in his mouth,
though he hide it under his leshon;
13Though he savor it, and forsake it not,
but keep it still betoch (within) his mouth;
14Yet his lechem in his stomach is turned sour;
it is the venom of vipers within him.
15He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again;
El shall drive them out of his beten.
16He shall suck the venom of asps;
the viperʼs leshon shall slay him.
17He shall not see the rivers,
the floods, the brooks of devash and khemah (butter, curds).
18That which he labored for shall he give back, and shall not swallow it down;
he shall not rejoice according to his chayil temurah (business profit).
19Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the destitute;
because he hath violently seized a bais which he built not;
20 Surely he knew no quiet in his beten;
he shall not save anything which he desired.
21There shall none of his ochel be left;
therefore his posterity will not endure.
22 In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in distress;
kol yad of misery shall come upon him.
23When he is about to fill his beten,
He shall cast the charon af (fury of His wrath) upon him,
and shall rain it upon himwhile he is eating.
24He shall flee from the weapon of barzel (iron),
and the keshet of bronze shall strike him through.
25 It is drawn, and cometh out of their body;
yea, the glittering point cometh out of his gall;
emim (terrors [of death]) are upon them.
26Kol choshech is reserved for his treasures;
an eish not fanned shall consume him;
it shall go ill with him that is left in his ohel.
27 Shomayim shall reveal his iniquity;
and eretz shall rise up against him.
28The increase of his bais shall depart,
and his goods shall flow away in [G-dʼs] Yom Af.
29This is the chelek of an adam rasha from Elohim,
and the nachalah decreed unto him by El (G-d).

21
1But Iyov answered and said,

2Hear diligently my speech,
and let this be your tanechumot (consolations).
3Bear withme that I may speak;
and achar (after) that I have spoken, mock on.
4As for me, is my complaint to adam (mortals)?
Or why shouldmy ruach not become impatient?
5Look at me, and be astonished,
and lay your yad upon your peh (mouth).
6Evenwhen I remember I am afraid,
and trembling taketh hold onmy basar.
7Madu'a (why) do the resha'im live,
become old, yea, are mighty in power?
8Their zera is established in their sight with them,
and their offspring before their eyes.
9Their batim (houses) are shalom from pachad;
neither is the shevet Eloah upon them.
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10Their shor (bull) breeds, and faileth not;
their cow calveth, and doth not miscarry her calf.
11They send forth their little ones like a tzon,
and their yeladim jump about.
12They sing to the tambourine and kinnor,
and rejoice at the sound of the flute.
13They spend their yamim in tov,
and in amoment go down to Sheol.
14Therefore they say unto El, Depart from us;
for we desire not the da'as of Thy ways.
15What is Shaddai, that we should serve Him?
Andwhat profit should we have, if we importune Him?
16Lo, their tov is not in their yad;
the etzah (counsel, scheme) of the resha'im is far fromme.
17How oft is the ner (light) of the resha'im put out!
And how oft cometh their destruction upon them
and He distributeth pains in His anger.
18They are as straw before the ruach,
and as chaff that the storm carrieth away.
19Eloah layeth up his iniquity for his banim;
He payeth him back, and he shall know it.
20His eyes shall see his destruction,
and he shall drink of the wrath of Shaddai.
21For what pleasure hath he in his bais after him,
when themispar (number) of his months is cut off?
22 Shall any teach El da'as,
seeing He judgeth those that are on high?
23Zeh (this one) dieth in his full prosperity,
being wholly at ease and secure.
24His troughs are full of cholov,
and his atzmot are moistened withmarrow.
25And another dieth in themarah (bitterness) of his nefesh,
and never eateth with pleasure.
26They shall lie down alike in the aphar,
and the worms shall cover them.
27Behold, I know yourmachshevot,
and the stratagems which ye wrongfully imagine against me.
28For ye say, Where is the bais of the tyrant?
Andwhere are the ohel mishkenot of the resha'im?
29Have ye not asked them that travel the derech?
And do ye not accept their testimony,
30That the rah is spared in the yom eid (day of calamity)?
They shall be rescued in the yom avarot (day of wrath).
31Who shall declare his derech to his face?
Andwho shall repay himwhat he hath done?
32Yet shall he be brought to the grave,
and shall remain in the gadish (gravemound).
33The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him,
and kol adam shall draw after him,
as there are innumerable before him.
34How then comfort ye mewith hevel (empty nothings),
seeing in your answers there is nothing left but falsehood?

22
1Then Eliphaz of Teman answered and said,

2Can a gever be profitable unto El,
as he that has seichel may be profitable unto himself?
3 Is it any pleasure to Shaddai, that thou art tzaddik?
Or is it gain to Him, that thoumakest thy ways blameless?
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4 Is it for thy yireh [Elohim] that He reproves thee?
Will He enter with thee into mishpat?
5 Is not thy rah great?
And thine avonot infinite?
6For thou hast exacted a pledge from thy brother for naught,
and stripped the arummim (naked ones) of their clothing.
7Thou hast not givenmayim to the weary to drink,
and thou hast withheld lechem from the hungry.
8But as for the ish zeroa (mightyman), his is ha'aretz;
and the honorable man dwelt therein.
9Thou hast sent almanot away empty,
and the arms of the yetomim have been broken.
10Therefore pachim (snares) are around thee,
and sudden pachad troubleth thee;
11Or choshech, that thou canst not see;
and overflow of mayim cover thee.
12 Is not Eloah in the height of Shomayim?
And hinei the rosh kokhavim, how high they are!
13And thou sayest, How doth El know?
Can He judge through the thick cloud?
14Thick clouds veil Him, that He seeth not;
and Hewalketh in the vault of Shomayim.
15Wilt thou note the orach olam
which wickedmen have trodden?
16Whowere cut down before their time,
whose yesod was overflownwith a flood;
17Who said unto El, Depart from us;
and what can Shaddai do to them?
18Yet He filled their batim (houses)with tov;
but the etza (counsel) of the resha'im is far fromme.
19The tzaddikim see it, and are glad,
and the naki (innocent) laugh them to scorn.
20Verily our foe is destroyed,
and the abundance of them the eish consumeth.
21Acquaint now thyself with Him, and so hast thou shalom;
thereby tovah shall come unto thee.
22Receive, now, torah fromHis mouth,
and lay up His words in thine lev.
23 If thou return to Shaddai,
thou shalt be restored;
if thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy ohalim;
24Then shalt thou lay up gold as aphar,
and that of Ophir as the tzur of the brooks.
25Yea, Shaddai shall be thy gold,
and thy precious kesef.
26For then shalt thou have thy delight in Shaddai,
and shalt lift up thy face unto Eloah.
27Thou shalt make thy prayer unto Him, and He shall hear thee,
and thou shalt fulfill thy nederim.
28Thou shalt also decide amatter, and it shall be established unto thee,
and the ohr shall shine upon thy ways.
29When they are cast down, thou shalt say: Arise,
and He shall save the one with low eynayim.*
30He shall deliver even the guilty;
and he is delivered by the bar (cleanness) of thine hands.

23
1Then Iyov answered and said,

* 22:29 i.e., humility
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2Even hayom (today) is my complaint bitter;
my stroke is heavier thanmy groaning.
3Oh that I knewwhere I might find Him!
That I might come even to His techunah (abode)!
4 I would order mymishpat (cause) before Him,
and fill mymouth with arguments.
5 I would know the words which Hewould answerme,
and have binah of what He would say untome.
6Will He contend against mewith His great koach?
No, but He would pay heed to me.
7There the yashar might dispute with Him;
so should I be delivered forever frommy Shofet (Judge).

8Hen (behold), I go forward, but He is not there;
and backward, but I cannot perceive him;
9On the left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him;
He hideth himself yamin (on the right hand), that I cannot see Him.

10But He knoweth the derech that I take;
when He hath triedme, I shall come forth as zahav.
11My regel hath held to His steps,
over His way have I been shomer, and not turned aside.
12Neither have I gone back from themitzvah of His lips;
I have treasured the words of His mouthmore thanmy appointed portion.
13But He stands alone, and who can turn Him?
Andwhat His nefesh desireth, even that He doeth.
14For He accomplisheth the thing that is appointed for me;
and rabbot (many) such things are with Him.
15Al-ken (therefore) am I troubled at His presence;
when I consider, I am afraid of Him.
16For El makethmy lev dejected,
and Shaddai troublethme,
17Because I was not cut off from before the choshech,
neither hath He hidden deep darkness frommy face.

24
1Why are times [for judgment]
from Shaddai not kept,
and why do those who have da'as of him not see his yamim (days [of assize])?
2 Somemove the boundary stones;
they steal edar, and pasture them.
3They drive away the chamor of the yetomim,
they take the ox of the almanah for a pledge.
4They thrust the needy out of the derech;
the poor of the eretz needs hide themselves together.
5Look, as wild donkeys in themidbar go they forth to their work;
foraging for teref (nourishment);
the wilderness yieldeth lechem for them and for their na'arim.
6They reap every one his fodder in the sadeh,
and they glean the kerem of the resha'im.
7They spend the night arom (naked)without levush (clothing),
they have no covering in the cold.
8They are wet with the rain of the harim,
and embrace the tzur for want of a shelter.

9They pluck the yatom from the breast,
and seize the oni for debt.
10They cause him to go aromwithout levush,
and they take away the omer (sheaf) from the hungry;
11Which crush olives within their walls,
and tread their winepresses, yet suffer thirst.
12Men groan from out of the Ir,
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and the nefesh of the chalalim (wounded ones) crieth out,
yet Eloah chargeth not tiflah (folly) to them.
13They are of those that are moredei ohr (rebelling ones against the light);
they know not the ways thereof,
nor abide in the paths thereof.
14The rotzeach rising with the daylight
killeth the oni and needy,
and in the lailah is like a ganav.
15The eye also of the no'ef is shomer, watching for the duskʼs twilight,
saying, No eye shall see me,
and puts something to hide his face.
16 In the choshech they dig through batim (houses);
in the daytime they shut themselves in;
they have no da'as of the ohr.
17For the boker is to them even as the tzalmavet;
they are friends with the terrors of tzalmavet.
18 Swiftly vanishing is he on the surface of themayim;
their chelek is cursed in ha'aretz;
he turneth nomore in the derech of the kramim (vineyards).
19Drought and heat consume the snowwaters;
so doth Sheol those which have sinned.
20The rechem (womb) shall forget him;
the worm shall feast on him;
he shall be nomore remembered;
and wickedness shall be broken like an etz.
21He plundereth the barren that beareth not;
and doeth not good to the almanah.
22He drags away also themighty with his ko'ach;
he riseth up, and noman is sure of life.
23Though it be given him to be in safety, and he be sustained,
yet His eynayim are upon their ways.
24They are exaltedme'at (for a little while),
then they are nomore and are withered and snatched away like all others,
and cut off like the tops of the ears of grain.
25And if it be not so, who will chargemewith lying,
andmakemymilah (word)worth nothing?*

25
1Then answered Bildad the Shuchi, and said,

2Dominion and pachad are with Him,
oseh shalom bimromav.
3 Is there any number of His armies?
And uponwhom doth not His ohr arise?
4Mah yitzdak Enosh im El (how then canman be justified, set right, with G-d?)
Or how can he be clean that is born of isha?
5 If even the yarei'ach shineth not,
yea, the kokhavim are not pure in His sight,
6Howmuch less enosh, that is a maggot?
And the ben adam, which is a tola'at (worm)?

26
1But Iyov answered and said,

2How hast thou helped him that is without ko'ach?

* 24:25 T.N. Notice the question answered by Romans, Galatians, and Gn 15:6 as well as Hab 2:4 is stated in Job 25:4
below; see Ep 2:8-9 and Ro 3:24,26,28; 4:2; 5:1,9; Ga 2:16,17; 3:11,24; 5:4; Ti 3:7; this the most important question raised
in the Bible: it is for eternity.
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How savest thou the zero'a that hath no oz (strength)?
3How hast thou counseled him that hath no chochmah?
And how hast thou plentifully declared the tushiyyah (efficient wisdom)?
4To whom hast thou uttered words?
Andwhose neshamah came from thee?
5Dead things tremble from under themayim,
and the inhabitants thereof.
6 Sheol is naked before Him,
and Avaddon hath no cover.
7He stretcheth out the Tzafon over the tohu,
and hangeth eretz upon nothing.
8He bindeth up themayim in His thick clouds;
and the anan doeth not burst under them.
9He covers the face of [His] kisse,
and spreadeth His anan upon it.
10He hath circled the horizon on the face of themayim
for a boundary between ohr and choshech.
11The ammudim of Shomayim tremble
and are aghast at His rebuke.
12He divideth the yamwith His ko'ach,
and by His understanding He struck down Rahav.
13By His Ruach He hathmade fair Shomayim;
His yad hath pierced the fleeing nachash.
14Lo, these are but the ketzot of His ways,
but how faint the davar we hear of Him.
And the thunder of His gevurah who can understand?

27
1Moreover Iyov continued his mashal, and said:

2As El liveth, Who hath taken awaymymishpat,
and Shaddai, Who hath saddenedmy nefesh;
3All the while my neshamah is in me,
and the ruach of Eloah is in my nostrils,
4My lips shall not speak falsehood,
nor my leshon utter deceit.
5Far be it fromme I should justify you;
till I die I will not remove
mine tom (integrity) fromme.
6My tzedakah I hold fast, and will not let it go;
my lev shall not reproach for any of my days.
7Let mine enemy be as the rasha (evildoer),
and he that riseth up against me as unrighteous.
8For what is the tikveh of the chanef, when He cutteth off,
when Eloah taketh away, his nefesh?
9Will El hear his cry
when tzarah cometh upon him?
10Will he delight himself in Shaddai?
Will he always call upon Eloah?
11 I will teach you concerning the yad El;
that which is with Shaddai will I not conceal.
12Hen (behold), all ye yourselves have seen it;
why then are ye thus altogether vain?
13This is the chelek (lot) of the adam rasha with El and the nachalah of oppressors,
which they shall receive from Shaddai.
14 If his banim bemultiplied, it is for the cherev,
and his offspring shall not have lechem enough.
15Those that survive him shall be buried inmavet,
and his almanot shall not weep.
16Though he heap up kesef as the aphar,
and pile up raiment as the clay,
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17Hemay prepare it, but the tzaddik shall put it on,
and the innocent shall divide the kesef.
18He buildeth his bais as a moth,
and as a sukkah that the watchmanmaketh.
19The oisher (richman) shall lie down, but he shall do so nomore;
he openeth his eyes, and he is not.
20Terrors take hold on him as a flood,
a tempest stealeth him away in the lailah.
21The east wind carrieth him away,
and he departeth as a storm hurleth him forth from his makom.
22For it will hurl against him, without sparing;
he desperately flees from its yad.
23Men shall clap their hands at him,
and shall hiss him away from his makom.

28
1 Surely there is a mine for the kesef,
and amakom for zahav where they refine it.
2Barzel (iron) is taken out of aphar,
and nechoshet is smelted out of the even (stone, ore).
3He setteth a ketz to choshech,
and searcheth out all extremities,
the even (ore) of darkness and tzalmavet.
4He cuts out a shaft down far from the inhabitant;
forgotten of the regel,
they dangle, suspended, away from enosh.
5As for eretz, out of it cometh lechem,
and under it is transformed as by eish.
6The stones of it are themakom of the sapphire,
and it hath ore of zahav.
7There is a hidden path of which no bird of prey has da'as,
and which the falconʼs eye hath not seen.
8The proud beasts have not trodden it,
nor the shachal (lionʼs cub) passed over it.
9He [theminer] putteth forth his yad upon the rock;
he upturneth themountains by the shoresh.
10He cutteth out channels through the tzurot (rocks),
and his eye seeth every precious thing.
11He dams up the streams from flowing,
and the thing that is hidden bringeth he forth to ohr.
12But where shall chochmah be found?
Andwhere is themakom binah?
13Enosh knoweth not the price thereof;
neither is it found in the Eretz HaChayyim.
14The tehom (abyss) saith, It is not in me;
and the yam saith, It is not withme.
15 It cannot be gotten in exchange for fine gold,
neither shall kesef be weighed for the price thereof.
16 It cannot be valued with the fine gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.
17The zahav and the crystal cannot equal it,
and the exchange of it shall not be for the jewel of gold.
18Nor shall mention bemade of coral or crystal,
for the price of chochmah is above pearls.
19The chrysolite of Ethiopia shall not equal it,
neither shall it be valued with tahor gold.
20Fromwhere then cometh chochmah?
Andwhere is themakom binah?
21 Seeing it is hidden from the eyes of kol chai,
and concealed from the oph HaShomayim.
22Abaddon andMavet say,
We have heard a rumor thereof with our ears.
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23Elohim understandeth the way to it,
and He knoweth themakom thereof.
24For He looketh to the ketzot ha'aretz,
and seeth all under Shomayim.
25The weight He appointed for the ruach,
and Heweigheth themayim bymeasure.
26When Hemade a decree for thematar,
and a derech for the lightning of the thunder,
27Az (then) did He see it, and declare it;
He prepared it, yea, and searched it out.
28And unto adamHe said,
See, the Yirat Adonoi, that is chochmah,
and to depart from rah is binah.

29
1Moreover Iyov continued his mashal,
and said,
2Oh that I were as inmonths past,
as in the days when Eloah was shomer over me;
3When His ner (lamp) shined uponmy rosh,
and when by His ohr I walked through choshech;
4As I was in the days of my prime,
when the Sod Eloah (friendship, counsel of G-d)was over my ohel;
5When Shaddai was yet withme,
whenmy children were aroundme;
6When I washedmy steps with khemah,
and the tzur pouredme out streams of shemen;
7When I went out to the sha'ar through the city,
when I tookmymoshav in the rekhov!
8The ne'arim sawme, and stepped aside,
and the aged arose, and stood up.
9The sarim (nobles) refrained from talking,
and laid their hand on their mouth.
10The nobles held their peace,
and their leshon cleaved to the roof of their mouth.
11When the ozen heardme, then it commendedme;
and when the ayin sawme, it did bear witness of me,
12Because I delivered the oni that cried out,
and the yatom that had no ozer (helper) for him.
13The birkat oved (blessing of the oppressed) came uponme,
and I caused the lev almanah to sing for joy.
14 I put on tzedek, and it clothedme;
mymishpat was as a robe and a tzanif (turban).
15 I was eyes to the ivver,
and feet was I to the pisei'ach.
16 I was an av to the evyonim (needy);
and the cause which I knew not
I investigated.
17And I broke the fangs of the wicked,
and plucked the prey out of his shinayim.
18Then I said, I shall die in my ken (nest, house),
and I shall multiply my yamim like the chol (sand).
19My shoresh was spread out to themayim,
and the tal lay all night uponmy branch.
20My kavod was fresh withme,
andmy keshet was ever new inmy yad.
21Untomemen gave ear, and waited,
and kept silence at my etzah (counsel).
22Acharei (after)mywords they spoke not again;
andmy speech fell upon them.
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23And they waited for me as for thematar;
and they opened their mouth wide as for themalkosh (spring, late rain).
24 I smiled on themwhen they did not believe;
and the ohr of my countenance they did not cast down.
25 I chose out their derech,
and sat as Rosh,
and dwelt as a melech with his army,
as one that comforteth the avelim (mourners).

30
1But now they that are younger than I haveme in derision,
whose avot I would have disdained to have set
with the dogs of my tzon.
2Yea, what use was the koach of their hands to me,
since their vigor hath perished?
3For choser (want, lack) and hunger
they gnawed the parched ground desolate and waste.
4They cut upmallow plants by the bushes,
and juniper roots for their lechem.
5They were banished from amongmen,
(they shouted after them as after a ganav);
6To dwell in the clefts of the wadis,
in holes of aphar, and in the rocks.
7Among the bushes they brayed;
tachat (under) the underbrush they were huddled together.
8They were bnei naval, yea, sons of base men;
they were driven forth out of ha'aretz.
9And atah (now) am I their mocking song,
yea, I am their byword.
10They abhorme, they flee far fromme,
and spare not rok (spit) in my face.*
11Because He hath loosedmy bowstring, and afflictedme,
they have also let loose the resen (bridle) before me.
12Uponmy yamin (right hand) rise up the rabble;
they push awaymy feet,
and they raise up against me the ways of their destruction.
13They break upmy road,
they set forwardmy overthrow, they have no ozer (helper).
14They approachme as through a wide breach;
in the shoah (desolation, Holocaust), they rolled themselves uponme.
15Ballahot (terrors) are turned uponme;
they pursuemy dignity like the ruach,
andmy safety passeth away like a cloud.
16And nowmy nefesh ebbs away fromme;
the yemei oni have taken hold uponme.
17My atzmot are pierced inme in the night,
andmy gnawing pains take no rest.
18By great koach is my garment disfigured;
it bindethme about like the collar of my kuttonet (chiton, robe).
19He hath cast me into the chomer,
and I am become like aphar and ashes.
20 I cry unto Thee, and Thou dost answerme lo (not);
I stand up, and Thou regardest me not.
21Thou art become cruel to me;
with Thy strong yad Thou opposest Thyself against me.
22Thou liftest me up to the ruach;
Thou causest me to drive along, and vanish in the roaring of the storm.
23For I know that Thouwilt bringme down tomavet,
to the bais mo'ed l'khol chai.
24Yet will not one stretch out his yad in a heap of ruin,

* 30:10Mt 26:67



IYOV 30:25 546 IYOV 31:19

or cry out for help in his disaster.
25Did not I weep for him that was in trouble?
Was not my nefesh grieved for the evyon (needy)?
26When I looked for tov,
then rah came untome;
and when I waited for ohr,
there came ofel (darkness).
27My bowels boiled, and rested not;
yemei oni met me.
28 I went mourning without the sun;
I stood up, and I cried out in the kahal.
29 I am an ach to jackals,
and a re'a to owls.
30My ohr (skin) grows black uponme,
andmy atzmot are burned with fever.
31My kinnor (harp) also is turned to evel (mourning),
andmy flute into the voice of them that weep.

31
1 I made a brit (covenant)withmine eyes;
how then look I upon a betulah?
2For what chelek of Eloah is there from above?
Andwhat nachalah of Shaddai from on high?
3 Is not destruction to the wicked?
And a disaster to the poalei aven (workers of wrong)?
4Doth not He seemy derech,
and count all my steps?
5 If I have walked with shav (vanity, falsehood),
or if my regel hath hasted to mirmah (deceit),
6Let me be weighed in scales of tzedek
that Eloahmay knowmine tom (integrity).
7 If my step hath turned out of the derech,
andmine lev walked after mine eyes,
and if anymum hath cleaved to mine hands,
8Then let me sow, and let acher (another) eat;
yea, let my harvest be uprooted.

9 If mine lev have been deceived by an isha,
or if I have lurked at petach (doorway) of my re'a;
10Then let my isha grind for another,
and let another kneel over her.
11For this is a heinous crime;
yea, it is an avon to be brought before judges.
12For it is an eish that consumeth to Abaddon,
and would root out all mine increase.

13 If I did despise themishpat (cause) of my eved or of my amah,
when they contended withme,
14What then shall I do when El riseth up?
Andwhen He visiteth, what shall I answer Him?
15Did not He that mademe in the betenmake them?
And did not Echad fashion us in the rechem?

16 If I have withheld the poor from their chefetz (desire),
or have caused the eyes of the almanah to growweary,
17Or have eatenmymorsel myself alone,
and the yatom hath not eaten thereof;
18 (For frommy youth he was brought up withme,
as with an av,
and I have guided her from beten immi;)
19 If I have seen any oved (one perishing) for want of clothing,
or any evyon (needy)without covering,



IYOV 31:20 547 IYOV 32:6

20 If his heart did not bless me for warming him
with the giz (fleece) of my sheep,
21 If I have lifted upmy yad against the yatom,
when I sawmy influence in the sha'ar (gate, court);
22Then let mine arm fall frommy shoulder,
andmine zero'a be broken from its socket.
23For destruction from El was a pachad tome,
and by reason of His majesty I could not endure.
24 If I havemade zahavmy hope,
or have said to the fine gold, Thou art my security,
25 If I rejoice becausemywealth was rav (great),
and becausemine yad had gottenmuch,
26 If I beheld the ohr when it shined,
or the yarei'achmoving in splendor,
27Andmy lev hath been secretly enticed,
or mymouth hath kissedmy yad [in heathen worship];
28This also were an avon to be punished by the judge;
for then I would have been unfaithful, denying El that is on high.
29 If I rejoice at themisfortune of him that hatedme,
or gloated when rah found him,
30Neither have I allowedmymouth to sin
by invoking a curse to his nefesh.
31Have themen of my ohel not said,
Where can we find one who has not been sated with his basar (meat)?
32The stranger did not spend the night in the street,
but I openedmy delet to the ger.
33 If I concealedmy peysha like Adam,
by hidingmine avon inmy heart,
34Did I fear a great multitude,
or did the contempt of mishpekhot terrify me,
that I kept silence, and went not out of doors?
35Oh that one would hear me!
See, my tav [signature], that Shaddai would answerme,
and that mine adversary had written a sefer [of indictment];
36 Surely I would carry it uponmy shoulder,
and bind it to me like atarot (crowns).
37 I would declare unto Him the number of my steps;
like a nagid (prince)would I go near unto Him.
38 If my adamah cry against me,
or if the furrows had wept together,
39 If I have eaten the yield thereof without kesef (payment),
or have broken the nefesh of the tenants thereof,
40Let thistles grow instead of chittim (wheat), and weed instead of barley.

The divrei Iyov are ended.

32
1So these shloshet ha'anashimceased to answer Iyov, becausehewas tzaddik inhis eyes.
2 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu ben Barakhel the Buzi, of the mishpochah Ram;

against Iyov was his wrath kindled, because Iyov justified his nefesh rather than Elohim.
3 Also against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because they had found no

ma'aneh (refutation, answer), and yet had condemned Iyov.
4Now Elihu had waited till Iyov had spoken, because they were elder than he.
5When Elihu saw that therewas noma'aneh in themouth of these shloshet ha'anashim,

then his wrath was kindled.
6And Elihu ben Barakhel the Buzi answered and said,

I am young,
and ye are very old;
wherefore I was afraid, and dared not tell you
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of what I have da'as.
7 I said, Yamim should speak,
andmultitude of shanim should teach chochmah.
8But there is a ruach in enosh,
and the neshamat Shaddai giveth them binah.
9Great men are not always wise,
neither do the zekenim understandmishpat.
10Therefore I said, Pay heed to me;
I also will tell of what I have da'as.
11Hen (behold), I waited for your devarim;
I gave ear to your reasons,
whilst ye searched out what to say.
12Yea, I attended unto you,
and, hinei, there was none of you that proved Iyov wrong,
or that answered his words.
13Yet do not say, We have found chochmah;
El may vanquish him, lo ish (notman).
14Now he hath not directed his millin (words) against me;
neither will I answer himwith your speeches.
15They were amazed;
they answered no od (more); they left off speaking.
16When I had waited, (for they spoke not,
but stood still, and answered no od [more]);
17 I said, I will answer also my chelek (portion);
I also will show of mine da'as.
18For I am full of millim (words),
the ruach withinme compelleth me.
19Hinei, my beten is like yayin which hath no vent;
it is ready to burst like ovot chadashim (newwineskins).
20 I will speak that I may be relieved;
I will openmy sfatayim and answer.
21Let me not, now, show anyman partiality,
neither let me flatter adam.
22For I am not skilled in flattery;
in so doing Oseini (myMaker)would soon takeme away.

33
1Wherefore, Iyov, now, hear my speeches,
and pay heed to all mywords.
2Hinei, now I have openedmymouth,
my leshon hath spoken inmymouth.
3Mywords shall be of my yosher lev (the uprightness of my heart),
andmy lips shall utter da'as that is pure.
4The Ruach El [Ruach Hakodesh] hathmademe,
and the Neshamah of Shaddai hath givenme life.
5 Im (If) thou canst, answerme;
set thy words in order inmy presence; take thy stand.
6 See, I am like thee, of El,
from chomer (clay)was I taken also.
7Hinei, my terror shall not make thee afraid,
neither shall my pressure be heavy upon thee.
8 Surely thou hast spoken inmy ozen,
and I have heard the voice of thy words, saying,
9 I am pure without peysha;
I am clean; neither is there avon inme.*
10Yet He findeth tenuot (occasions) against me,
He countethme for his oyev,
11He puttethmy raglayim in the stocks,
He watcheth all my orkhot.

* 33:9 Yn 8:46
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12But in this thou art not right;
I will answer thee, that Eloah is greater than enosh.
13Why dost thou contend against Him?
For He giveth not account of any of His matters.
14For El speaketh once,
yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.
15 In a chalom, in a chezyon lailah,
when deep sleep falleth upon anashim,
in slumberings upon themishkav (bed),
16Then He openeth the ozen anashim,
and sealeth their admonition
17That Hemay turn them aside from their deeds,
and hide pride from gever (man).
18He keepeth back his nefesh from the shachat,
and his life from the overthrow of the sword.
19He is chastened also with pain upon his mishkav,
and the continual strife in his atzmot;
20 So that his life abhorreth lechem,
and his nefesh dainty food.
21His basar is consumed away, that it cannot be seen;
and his atzmot that were not seen stick out.
22Yea, his nefesh draweth near unto the shachat,
and his life to the ones bringing death.
23 If there be amalach (messenger, i.e., MalachHaBrit, HaAdon)†
as melitz (mediator) for him, one of a thousand,
who declares a person yashar (upright),‡
24Then he is gracious unto him, and saith,
Deliver him from going down to the shachat (pit);
I have found a kofer (ransom).§
25His basar shall be restored like a na'ar;
he shall return to the yamim of his youthful vigor;
26He shall pray unto Eloah, and be accepted by Him,
and he shall see His face with teruah (shouts of joy);
thus He recompenseth unto enosh his tzedek.
27He looketh upon anashim, and if any say,
I have sinned, and perverted that which was yashar,
and it was not recompensed to me,
28Hewill redeem his nefesh from going into the shachat,
and his life shall see the ohr.
29Lo, all these things worketh El,
twice, shalosh with gever (man),
30To bring back his nefesh from the shachat (pit),
to be enlightened with the Ohr HaChayyim (light of the living).
31Mark well, O Iyov, pay heed untome;
hold thy peace, and I will speak.
32 If thou hast anything to say, answerme;
dabbir (speak), for I desire to justify thee.
33 If not, pay heed untome;
hold thy peace, and I shall teach thee chochmah.

34
1Furthermore Elihu answered and said,
2Hearmywords, O ye chachamim;
and give ear untome, ye that have da'as.
3For the ozen trieth words,
as themouth tasteth food.
4Let us choose for ourselves what is mishpat (right);
let us know among ourselves what is tov.

† 33:23 SeeMal 3:1 ‡ 33:23 Isa 53:11 § 33:24Mk 10:45
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5For Iyov hath said, I am innocent;
and El hath taken awaymymishpat (right).
6 I declare themishpat (case) against me a lie;
though without peysha, my arrowwound is incurable.
7What gever is like Iyov,
who drinketh up the scorn [of his friends] like mayim?
8Who goeth in chaverah with the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity, evildoers),
and walketh with anshei resha.
9For he hath said,
It profiteth a gever nothing that he should please Elohim.
10Therefore pay heed untome ye anashei levav (men of understanding);
far be it from El, that He should do evil,
and from Shaddai, that He should do wrong.
11For the po'al adam (work of aman) shall He repay unto him,
andmake everyman to find according to themanʼs ways.
12Yea, surely El will not do wickedly,
neither will Shaddai pervert mishpat (justice).
13Who hath given Him right to rule the earth?
Or who hath appointed Him over the tevel?
14 If He should so determine,
if He gather unto Himself His Ruach and His Neshamah,
15All basar would perish together,
and adamwould return unto aphar.
16 If now thou hast binah, hear this:
pay heed to the kol (voice) of mywords.
17 Shall even one that hatethmishpat (right) govern?
Andwilt thou condemnHim that is Tzaddik and Kabir (theMighty One)?
18 Is it fit to say to amelech, Thou art beli'ya'al?
And to nobles, Ye are rasha.
19Who shows no partiality to sarim (princes),
nor regardeth the richmore than the poor?
For they all are thema'aseh (work) of His hands.
20 In amoment shall they die,
and at chatzot lailah the people shall be shaken, and pass away,
and themighty shall be taken away without human hand.
21For His eyes are upon the darkhei ish
and He seeth all his goings.
22There is no choshech, nor tzalmavet,
where the po'alei aven (evildoers)may hide themselves.
23For He does not need to consider an ish further
for anyone to go before El in mishpat (judgment).
24He shall break in pieces kabirim (mightymen)without investigation,
and sets acherim (others) in their place.
25Therefore He knoweth their works,
and He overthroweth them in the lailah,
so that they are crushed.
26He striketh them as resha'im
in the open sight of others;
27Because they turned back from following Him,
and would not regard any of His drakhim;
28 So that they caused the cry of the poor to come unto Him,
and He heareth the cry of the aniyim.
29When He giveth quietness, who then can condemn?
When He hideth His panim, who then can behold Him?
Whether it be a nation, or an individual only?
30That the chanef (hypocrite) reign not,
nor those who ensnare the people.
31For has anyone said unto El,
I have borne chastisement, I will not offend anymore;
32Teach Thoumewhat I see not;
im (if) I have done iniquity, I will do nomore?
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33Will He then recompense to suit you, just because you disavow it?
Thoumust choose, not I;
therefore speak that of which thou hast da'as.
34Let anshei levav (men of understanding) say to me,
and let a gever chachamwho pays heed untome say,
35 Iyov hath spokenwithout da'as,
and his words were without seichel.
36 Iyov ought to be tried unto the limit,
because his answers are those of anshei aven.
37For he addeth peysha unto his chattat,
he clappeth his hands (shaking fist at G-d) among us,
andmultiplieth his words against El.

35
1Elihu spokemoreover, and said:

2Thinkest thou this to bemishpat (right, just), that thou saidst:
Tzidki meEl (I am cleared, in the right, justified before G-d)?
3Ki (yet) thou saidst, What advantage will it be unto thee?
and,What profit shall I have, more than if I had sinned?*
4 I will answer thee,
and thy companions with thee.
5Look unto Shomayim, and see;
and behold the clouds which are higher than thou.
6 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against Him?
Or if thy peysha'im bemultiplied, what doest thou unto Him?
7 If thou be tzaddik (righteous), what givest thou Him?
Or what receiveth He of thine yad?
8Thy resha (wickedness)may hurt an ish as thou art;
and thy tzedekmay profit the ben adam.
9They cry out under a load of oppression;
they plead for relief from the zero'a of the rabbim.
10But none saith, Where is Eloah Osai (G-dmyMaker),
Who giveth zemirot balailah (songs in the night);
11Who teacheth us more than the behamot eretz,
andmaketh us wiser than the oph HaShomayim?
12There they cry out, but none giveth answer,
because of the ga'on (pride, arrogance) of ra'im (wickedmen).
13 Surely El will not hear shav (vanity),
neither will Shaddai regard it.
14Although thou sayest thou cannot see Him,
yet Din (the court case) is before Him;
therefore trust thou, waiting for Him,
15 though ye say His anger does not pakad (visit, punish) anything
and that He does not regard wickedness much;
16Therefore doth Iyov open his mouth hevel (in vain);
he multiplieth words without da'as.

36
1Elihu also proceeded, and said,
2Bear withme a little,
and I will show thee that I have yet to speak on behalf of Eloah.
3 I will get my da'as from afar,
and will ascribe tzedek to myMaker.
4For truly mywords shall not be sheker;
one that is tamim (complete) in da'as is among thee.
5 See, El is kabir (mighty), and despiseth not any;
He is kabir in ko'ach lev (strength of understanding).
6He preserveth not the life of the rasha,
but givethmishpat to the aniyim.

* 35:3 see 9:22
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7Hewithdraweth not His eyes from the tzaddik,
but withmelachim are they on the kisse;
yea, He doth establish them lanetzach (forever), and they are exalted.
8And if they be bound in chains,
and be held fast in chevlei oni (cords of affliction),
9Then He showeth them their work,
and their peysha'im that they have done arrogantly.
10He openeth also their ozen to musar (discipline),
and commandeth that theymake teshuvah and turn from evil.
11 If they obey and serve Him,
they shall spend their yamim in tov (prosperity),
and their shanim in contentment.
12But if they obey not, they shall perish by the sword,
and they shall die without da'as.
13But the chanefei lev (irreligious in heart, hypocrites) incur wrath;
they do not cry for help when He bindeth them.
14They die in youth,
their nefesh among the kedeshim (cult male prostitutes, youthful lusts).
15He delivereth the oni in his affliction,
and openeth their ears in oppression.
16Even so would He have removed thee out of the tzar (distress)
into a rachav (broad place), free from restriction,
to the comfort of thy shulchan, full of choice food.
17But thou hast been fixated on the din of the rasha;
din andmishpat take hold on thee.
18Because there is chemah, beware lest He take thee away with His stroke;
then a rav kopher (great ransom) cannot deliver thee.
19Will He esteem thy riches?
No, not zahav, nor all the forces of ko'ach.
20Desire not halailah (the night),
when people are cut off in their place.
21Take heed, regard not iniquity;
for this hast thou chosen rather than oni.
22 See, El exalted by His ko'ach.
Who is a moreh (teacher) like Him?
23Who hath enjoined HimHis derech?
Or who can say, Thou hast done wrong?
24Remember that thoumust extol His work,
of which anashim have sung praises.
25Kol adam has seen it;
enosh beholds it afar off.
26 See, El is great, and we knowHim not,
neither can themispar of His shanim be searched out.
27For He draws up the drops of mayim;
He distills His mist as matar;
28Which the clouds do drop
and distill upon adam abundantly.
29Also can any understand the spreadings of the clouds,
or the thunderings of His sukkah?
30 See, He spreadeth His ohr upon it,
and covereth the depths of the yam.
31For by them governeth He the amim (nations);
He giveth okhel in abundance.
32His hands He covers with the ohr (lightning),
and commandeth it to strike themark.
33His noise announceth Him,
the cattle even that He is approaching.

37
1At this also my lev trembleth,
and is moved out of its place.
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2Hear attentively the rogez of His voice,
and the sound that goeth out of His mouth.
3He directeth it under kol HaShomayim,
and His ohr (lightning) unto the ends of ha'aretz.
4After it His kol (voice) roareth;
He thundereth with the kol of His majesty;
one cannot hold them back when His kol is heard.
5El thunderethmarvellously with His kol;
gedolot doeth He, beyond our understanding.
6For He saith to the snow,
Fall thou to the eretz; likewise to the geshemmatar,
the heavy downpour of rain.
7He sealeth up kol adam;
that all menmay knowHis work.
8Then the chayyah (beasts) go into their lair,
and remain in their places.
9Out of its cheder (chamber) cometh the whirlwind;
and cold out of the driving winds.
10By the neshamah of El frost is given,
and the broadmayim are frozen.
11Also by watering He loadeth the thick cloud;
He scattereth the anan of His ohr (lightning),
12And it is turned round about by His guidance;
that theymay do whatsoever He commandeth them
upon the face of the tevel (habitable world).
13He causeth it to happen, whether for correction,
or for His land, or for chesed.

14Pay heed unto this, O Iyov;
stand still, and consider the nifle'ot El (wondrousworks of G-d).
15Dost thou know how Eloah controls them,
and caused the ohr (lightning) of His cloud to flash?
16Dost thou know the spreading out of the clouds,
the wondrous works of Himwhich is tamim in da'as?
17Youwhose garments are hot,
when the eretz is still because of the south wind,
18Hast thou with Him spread out the shekhakim (clouds),
hard as amoltenmirror?
19Teach us what we shall say unto Him,
for we cannot order our case by reason of choshech.
20 Should it be told Him that I wish to speak?
Or should an ish say that he would be swallowed up?

21And nowmen cannot look at the bright ohr which is in the clouds,
when the ruach passeth, and cleareth them.
22 Splendor of zahav cometh out of the north;
with Elo'ah is awesome hod (majesty).
23Touching Shaddai, we cannot reach Him;
He is exalted in ko'ach,
and inmishpat, and rov tzedakah;
He does not oppress.
24Anashim do therefore fear Him;
He regardeth not any that are wise of heart.

38
1Then HASHEM answered Iyov out of the whirlwind,
and said,

2Who is this that darkeneth etzah (counsel)
with words without da'as?
3Gird up now thy loins like a gever;
for I will ask of thee, and thou wilt answerMe.
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4Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of eretz?
Tell, if thou hast binah.
5Who hath drafted the dimensions thereof, if thou hast da'as?
Or who hath stretched ameasuring line across it?
6Whereupon are the foundations thereof set?
Or who laid the even-pinnah (cornerstone) thereof,
7When the kokhvei boker sang together,
and all the Bnei Elohim shouted for joy?
8Orwho shut up the yam behind doors?
Who brought it forth, issuing out of the rekhem (womb),
9When I made the anan the garment thereof,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10And fixed bounds for it,
and set bars and dlatot (doors),
11And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further;
and poh (here) shall thy proud waves be stopped?
12Hast thou commanded the boker since thy yamim began;
or caused the shachar (dawn) to know its place;
13That it might seize the ends of ha'aretz,
that the resha'im be shaken out of it?
14 It is changed like chomer (clay) under the khotam (seal);
and they stand out like a garment.
15And from the resha'im their ohr is denied,
and the upraised zero'a shall be broken.
16Hast thou entered into the springs of the yam?
Or hast thou walked in the recesses of the tehom?
17Have the sha'arei mavet been disclosed unto thee?
Or hast thou seen the sha'arei tzalmavet?
18Hast thou perceived the expanse of eretz?
Tell Me if thou hast da'as of it all.
19Where is the derech where ohr dwelleth?
And as for choshech, where is the place thereof,
20That thou shouldest take it to its border,
and that thou shouldest have da'as of the paths to its bais?
21Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born?
Or because themispar of thy yamim is so great?
22Hast thou entered into the otzrot (storehouses) of the snow?
Or hast thou seen the otzrot of barad (hail),
23Which I have reserved for the time of tzar,
for the yom kerav (battle) andmilchamah (war)?
24Which is the derech where the ohr is distributed,
where is scattered the east wind upon eretz?
25Who hath cut a channel for the overflowing of waters,
or a derech for the lightning of thunder,
26To cause it to rain on eretz, where lo ish is;
onmidbar, wherein there is lo adam;
27To saturate a desolate and waste ground;
and to cause the bud of the desheh to spring forth?
28Hath the rain an av?
Or who hath begotten the drops of tal (dew)?
29Out of whose beten cometh the ice?
And the frost of Shomayim, who giveth birth to it?
30Themayim harden like even (stone),
and the face of tehom is frozen.
31Canst thou bind the chains of the Pleiades,
or loose the bonds of Orion?
32Canst thou bring forth Mazzarot in their times?
Or canst thou guide the Bear with its banim?
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33Knowest thou the chukkot of Shomayim?
Canst thou set the rule over ha'aretz?
34Canst thou lift up thy kol (voice) to the clouds,
that abundance of mayimmay cover thee?
35Canst thou send lightning bolts, that theymay go
and say unto thee, Hineinu (here we are)?
36Who hath put chochmah in the inward parts,
or who hath given binah to themind?
37Who can number the clouds in chochmah,
or who can tip the waterskins of Shomayim,
38When the dust hardens into a clump,
and the clods cleave fast together?
39Wilt thou hunt the teref for the lioness,
or fill the appetite of her whelps,
40When they crouch in their me'onot (dens),
and abide in the lair to lie in ambush?
41Who provideth for the raven his food?
When his young ones cry unto El,
they wander about for lack of okhel.

39
1Dost thou have da'as of the et (time)when themountain goats give birth,
or art thou shomer to watch when the doe bears her fawn?
2Canst thou number themonths that they fulfil,
or dost thou have da'as of the et (time)when they give birth?
3They crouch down, they bring forth their yeledim,
their chavalim (birth pains) are cast off in riddance.
4Their banim gain strength, they grow up in the bar (open, wild);
they go forth, and return not unto them.
5Who hath sent out the pere (wild donkey) free,
or who hath untied the ropes of the arod (wild donkey, onager),
6Whose bais I havemade the aravah,
and the barren land his mishkenot (dwellings)?
7He laughs at the tumult of the kiryah (city),
neither regardeth he the shouts of the driver.
8The range of the harim is his pasture,
and he searcheth after every green thing.
9Will the wild ox be willing to be thy eved,
or stay the night by thy evus (animal feeding trough)?
10Canst thou bind the wild ox to the furrowwith a rope,
or will it behind thee till the amakim (valleys)?
11Wilt thou depend on him, because his ko'ach is great,
or wilt thou hand over thy heavy work to him?
12Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring in thy zera (grain),
and gather it into thy goren (threshing floor)?
13 Joyfully flapping are the wings of the ostrich,
but are her wings and feathers like the khasidah (stork)?
14For the ostrich layeth her betzim (eggs) la'aretz (on the ground),
and warmeth them in the sand,
15And forgetteth that the regel may crush them,
or that the wild beast may break them.
16 She treats harshly her banim, as though they were not hers;
though her labor should be in vain, yet she is without pachad (fear, care),
17Because Elo'ah hath deprived her of chochmah,
neither hath he imparted to her binah.
18Yet at the et (time) she flaps her wings [to run],
she laughs at the sus and his rider.
19Hast thou given the sus gevurah?
Hast thou clothed his neck with a flowingmane?
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20Canst thoumake him leap like an arbeh (locust)?
The hod (glory) of his snorting strikes terror.
21He paweth in the emek (valley), and rejoiceth in his koach;
he chargeth into the fray.
22He laugheth at pachad, and nothing fears;
neither turneth he back from the cherev.
23The quiver rattleth at his side,
the glittering spear and the kidon (scimitar, curved sword).
24He eats up the eretz with fierceness and rogez (rage);
neither standeth he still at the sound of the shofar.
25As often as the shofar, he snorts Aha!
and he smelleth themilchamah afar off,
the shout of the sarim, and the teru'ah (battle cry).
26Doth the hawk fly by thy binah,
and stretch her wings toward the south?
27Doth the nesher (eagle)mount up at thy command,
andmake her ken (nest) on high?
28 She dwelleth and abideth on the cliff,
upon the crag of the rock, its metzudah (stronghold).
29From there she seeketh the okhel (food, prey),
and her eyes behold it from afar off.
30Her young ones feast on dahm;
and where the chalalim (slain ones) are, there it is.

40
1Moreover HASHEM answered Iyov, and said,
2 Shall he that contendeth with Shaddai correct him?
Themokhiach Eloah (rebuker of G-d), let him answer it.
3Then Iyov answered HASHEM, and said,
4 See, I am vile; what shall I answer Thee?
I will lay mine yad uponmymouth.
5Once have I spoken, but I will not answer;
yea, shtayim (twice), but I will proceed no further.
6Then answered HASHEM unto Iyov out of the whirlwind, and said,
7Gird up thy loins now like a gever.
I will question thee, and thou shall answerMe.
8Wilt thou also annul Mymishpat (justice)?
Wilt thou condemnMe, that thoumayest be justified?
9Hast thou a zero'a like El?
Or canst thou thunder with a kol (voice) like Him?
10Adorn thyself nowwithmajesty and excellency;
and array thyself with hod (glory) and hadar (splendor).
11Unleash thy evrot af (furious wrath);
and behold every one that is proud, and bring him low.
12Look on every one that is proud, and humble him,
and tread down the resha'im in their place.
13Bury them in the aphar together;
shroud their faces in the crypt.
14Then odecha (will I confess, admit unto thee)
that thine own right hand can save thee.
15Hinei now behemot (hippopotamus), which I made along with thee;
he eateth grass like an ox.
16Hinei now, his koach is in his loins,
and his force is in the sinews of his beten (belly).
17Hemoveth his zanav (tail) like a cedar branch;
the sinews of his thighs are firmly interwoven.
18His atzmot are like tubes of nechoshet;
his limbs are like rods of barzel (iron).
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19He is the reshit (firstling) of the ways of El;
He, his Maker, can approach it with His cherev.
20 Surely the harim bring forth food for him,
where all the wild beasts play.
21He lieth under the shade of lotus plants,
beseter (in the covert) of the reed andmarsh.
22The lotus plants cover himwith their shadow;
the willows by the nakhal (brook, stream) surround him.
23 See, when the nahar (river) rages, he is not alarmed;
he is confident, though Yarden breaketh forth upon his mouth.
24While he is looking can one capture him?
Withmokeshim (hooks) can one pierce his nose?
25Canst thou draw out Leviathan with a khakah (fishhook)?
Or tie down his leshon with a cord?
26Canst thou put a hook into his af (nose)?
Or bore his jaw through with a barb?
27Will hemakemany tachanunim unto thee?
Will he speak soft words unto thee?
28Will hemake a brit (covenant)with thee?
Wilt thou take him for an eved olam?
29Wilt thou play with him as with a pet bird?
Or wilt thou leash him for thy na'arot (maidens)?
30 Shall traders barter for him?
Shall they divide him among the Kena'anim (Canaanites, merchants)?
31Canst thou fill his ohr (skin)with harpoons?
Or his head with fishing spears?
32Lay thine hand upon him; remember themilchamah.
Thouwilt not do it more.

41
1 See, every tokhelet (expectation) is false;
shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him?
2None is so foolhardy that dare stir him up.
Mi (who) then is able to stand before Me?
3Mi (who) hath givenMe, that I must repay him?
Whatsoever is under the kol HaShomayim is Mine.
4 I will not keep silent about his members,
nor his gevurah, nor the grace of his form.
5Mi (who) can remove his outer garment?
Ormi (who) can come near himwith a double bridle?
6Mi (who) can open the doors of his face?
Terror is round about his teeth.
7His scales are his ga'avah (pride),
shut up together as with a rigid chotam (seal).
8One is so near to another,
that no ruach (air) can pass between them.
9They are joined one to another;
they stick together, inseparably.
10By his sneezings ohr flares out,
and his eyes are like the eyelids of the shachar.
11Out of his mouth goeth flame,
and sparks of eish leap out.
12Out of his nostrils goeth forth smoke,
like a seething pot or caldron.
13His breath kindleth coals,
and a flame goeth out of his mouth.
14 In his neck resideth oz (strength),
and terror dances before him.
15The flanks of his basar are joined together;
they are firm in themselves, immoveable.
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16His lev (chest) is as firm as an even (stone);
yea, as hard as the lowermillstone.
17When he raiseth up himself, the mighty are afraid;
shuddering they retreat.
18The cherev of him that reacheth at him cannot hold
— the spear, the dart, nor the harpoon.
19He esteemeth barzel (iron) like straw,
and nechoshet as rotten wood.
20The arrow cannot make him flee;
sling stones are turned with him into stubble.
21Clubs are counted as straw;
he laugheth at the shaking of a spear.
22 Sharp shards are his under parts;
he leaveth a trail in themud like a threshing sledge.
23Hemaketh the deep to boil like a pot;
he stirreth the yam like a pot of ointment.
24Hemaketh a wake to shine after him;
one would think the deep to be white hair.
25Upon earth there is not his equal,
who is created without fear.
26He beholdeth all things lofty;
he is a melech over every proud beast.

42
1Then Iyov answered HASHEM, and said,

2 I have da'as that Thou canst do all things,
and that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.
3Who is this that hideth etzah (counsel)without da'as?
Therefore have I judged without understanding things too wonderful for me,
which I knew not.
4 Shema, I beseech Thee, and I will speak;
I will ask of Thee, and declare Thou untome.
5 I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ozen,
but nowmine eye hath seen Thee.
6Therefore I abhormyself,
and nichamti (I am sorry, I make teshuvah) in dust and ashes.

7 And it was so, that after HASHEM had spoken these words unto Iyov, HASHEM said to
Eliphaz the Temani, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends; for ye
havenot spoken in reference toMe the thing that is nekhonah (correct), likeAvdi Iyovhath.

8 Therefore take unto you now seven bulls and seven rams, and go to Avdi Iyov, and
offer up for yourselves olah (burnt offering); andAvdi Iyov shall pray for you; for himwill I
accept; lest Idealwithyouafteryournevalah (folly), in thatyehavenot spoken inreference
to Me the thing which is nekhonah (correct), like Avdi Iyov.

9 So Eliphaz the Temani and Bildad the Shuchi and Tzophar the Na'amati went, and did
according as HASHEM commanded them. HASHEM also accepted Iyov.

10 And HASHEM restored the fortunes of Iyov, when he prayed for his friends; also
HASHEM gave Iyov twice as much as he possessed before.

11Thencamethereuntohimallhisbrethren, andallhis sisters, andall they thathadbeen
of his acquaintance before, and did eat lechem with him in his bais; and they expressed
sympathy with him, and comforted him over all the ra'ah that HASHEM had brought upon
him; every ish also gave him a kesitah, and every ish a ring of zahav.

12 So HASHEM blessed the acharit (latter end) of Iyov more than his reshit; for he had
fourteen thousand tzon, and six thousand gemalim, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a
thousand she-donkeys.

13He had also seven banim and shalosh banot.
14Andhe called the shemof the first, Yemimah, and the shemof the second, Ketziah, and

the shem of the third, Keren-Hapukh.
15And in kol ha'aretz were no nashim found so fair as the banot Iyov; and their av gave

them nachalah with their achim.
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16After this lived Iyov an hundred and forty shanah, and saw his banim, and his banei
banim, even arba'ah dorot.

17 So Iyov died, being zaken and full of yamim.
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Tehillim
1

TEHILLIM
1Blessed is the ish that walketh not
in the Etzah (counsel, scheme) of the Resha'im,
nor standeth in the Derech Chatta'im,
nor sitteth in theMoshav (seat) of the Leitzim (scornful, onesmocking and reviling).
2But his delight is in the Torat HASHEM;
and in His torah doth hemeditate yomam v'lailah.
3And he shall be like an etz planted by the streams of mayim,
that bringeth forth its p'ri in its season;
the leaf thereof also shall not wither;
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
4The Resha'im are not so,
but are like the chaffwhich the ruach driveth away.
5Therefore the Resha'im shall not stand in theMishpat,
nor Chatta'im (sinners) in the Adat Tzaddikim.

6For HASHEM knoweth the Derech Tzaddikim, but the Derech Resha'im shall perish.*

2
1Why do the Goyim rage,
and the Amim (peoples) imagine a vain thing?
2TheMalchei Eretz rise up in rebellion,
and the rulers take counsel together
against HASHEM and against His Moshiach, saying,
3Let us break their chains asunder,
and cast away their fetters from us.
4He that sitteth enthroned in Shomayim laughs;
Adonoi hath them in derision.
5Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath,
and distress them in His hot displeasure.
6 I have set Malki (My King)
upon Tziyon, My Har Kodesh.
7 I will declare the chok (decree):
HASHEM hath said untome,
Thou art Beni (My Son);*
HaYom (today) I have begotten thee.
8Ask of Me, and I shall give thee the Goyim for thine nachalah,
and the uttermost parts of ha'aretz for thy possession.
9Thou shalt rule themwith a shevet barzel;
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potterʼs vessel.
10Have seichel now therefore, O yeMelachim;
be warned, ye Shoftei Aretz.
11 Serve HASHEMwith fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12Kiss the Bar (Ben, Son),† lest he be angry,
and ye perish from the Derech,
for his wrath can flare up in amoment.

Ashrei are all they that take refuge in him.‡

* 1:6 The next Psalm says that thewholeworld, all the earth, is, orwill be, the possession ofMoshiach, and that HASHEM
assures Moshiach of this; therefore, the Great Commission (Mt 28:19-20) was given to preach Moshiach to the ends of
the earth that the whole world may hear. * 2:7 i.e. Ben HaElohim Moshiach † 2:12 See Hebrew Prov 31:2; Ben
HaElohimMoshiach; see 2:2,7, above ‡ 2:12Moshiach



TEHILLIM 3:1 561 TEHILLIM 5:5

3
1 (A psalm of Dovid, when he fled from Avshalom bno)
2HASHEM, how are they increased that are my foes!
Many are they that rise up against me.
3Many there be which say of my nefesh,
There is no yeshu'ah for him in Elohim.

Selah
4But Thou, HASHEM, art a mogen aroundme;
my kavod, and the One who lifts upmine head.
5 I cried unto HASHEMwithmy voice,
and He heardme out of His Har Kodesh.

Selah
6 I laid me down and slept;
I awaked, for HASHEM sustains me.
7 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of am (people),
that have set themselves against me round about.

8Arise, HASHEM; hoshieini (saveme), O Elohai;
for Thou hast struck all mine enemies upon the cheekbone;
Thou hast broken the teeth of the resha'im.

9HaYeshuah (salvation) belongeth unto HASHEM;
the Birkhat (blessing) of Thee is upon Thy people.

Selah

4
1 (For the one directing. With stringed instruments. Mizmor Dovid)
2Hearmewhen I call, Elohei tzidki (O G-d of my righteousness);
Thou hast relievedmewhen I was in distress;
channeini, and hear my tefillah.

3O ye Bnei Ish,
how long will ye turnmy kavod into shame?
How long will ye love delusion,
and seek kazav (lie, falsehood)? Selah
4But know that HASHEM hath set apart the chasid for Himself;
HASHEMwill hear when I call unto Him.
5Be angry, yet sin not;
communewith your own levav upon yourmishkav,
and be still.

Selah
6Offer the zivkhei-tzedek,
and put your trust in HASHEM.

7There bemany that say, Whowill show us any tov?
HASHEM, lift Thou up the ohr of Thy countenance upon us.
8Thou hast put simcha inmy lev,
more than in the time that their dagan and their tirosh increased.
9 In shalom I will both layme down, and sleep,
for Thou alone, HASHEM, makest me dwell in safety.

5
1 (For the one directing. For the flutes. Mizmor Dovid)
2Give ear to mywords, HASHEM,
consider mymeditation.
3Pay heed unto the voice of my cry, Malki v'Elohai;
for unto Thee will I daven.

4My voice shalt Thou hear in the boker, HASHEM;
in the boker will I bring my prayer before Thee as a spiritual sacrifice and wait for an

answer.
5For Thou art not El that hath pleasure in resha;
neither shall rah dwell with Thee.
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6The holelim (arrogant) shall not stand in Thy sight;
Thou hatest all workers of iniquity.
7Thou shalt destroy them that speak kazav (falsehood);
HASHEMwill abhor the ish damim u'mirmah (bloody and deceitful man).
8But as for me, I will come
into Thy Bais in themultitude of Thy chesed;
and in Thy fear will I bow down
toward Thy Heikhal Kodesh.
9Leadme, HASHEM, in Thy tzedakah
because of mine enemies;
make Thy Derech straight before my face.
10For there is nothing trustworthy in their mouth;
their inwardness is a corruptible abyss;
their throat is an open kever;
they speak smooth deceit with their leshon.
11Punish them, Elohim;
let them fall by their own intrigues;
in themultitude of their peysha'im cast them out;
for they have rebelled against Thee.
12But let all those that take refuge in Thee rejoice;
let them shout for joy l'olam,
and spread Thou protection over them that they be joyful in Thee,
who love Shemecha (Thy Name).
13For Thou, HASHEM, wilt bless the Tzaddik;
with ratzon (favor)wilt Thou encompass him as with a tzinnah (large rectangular shield).

6
1 (For the one directing. With stringed instruments. Al HaSheminit. Mizmor Dovid)
2HASHEM, rebukeme not in Thine anger,
neither chastenme in Thy hot displeasure.
3Havemercy uponme, HASHEM;
for I amweak:
HASHEM, heal me;
for my atzmot are shaking.
4My nefesh is also much shaken;
but Thou, HASHEM, admosai (howmuch longer)?
5Turn, HASHEM, deliver my nefesh;
hoshieini (saveme) for the sake of Thy chesed.
6For inmavet there is no remembrance of Thee;
in Sheol who shall give Thee thanks?
7 I amweary withmy groaning;
all the lailah flood I mymittah with weeping;
I water my couch withmy tears.
8Mine eye is consumed because of ka'as (grief);
it groweth old because of all mine enemies.
9Depart fromme, all ye workers of iniquity;
for HASHEM hath heard the voice of myweeping.
10HASHEM hath heardmy techinnah (supplication);
HASHEMwill receive my tefillah (prayer).
11Let all mine oyevim be ashamed andmuch troubled;
let them turn back and suddenly be ashamed.

7
1 (Shiggayon of Dovid, which he sang unto HASHEM, regarding Kush of Binyamin)
2HASHEM Elohai, in Thee do I seek refuge;
hoshieini (saveme) from all them that persecute me, and deliver me;
3Lest he tear my nefesh like a lion, rending it in pieces,
while there is none to rescue.
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4HASHEM Elohai, if I have done this;
if there be guilt in my hands;
5 If I have recompensed with evil him that held out shalom untome;
or, without cause plunderedmy opposers,
6Then let the enemy persecute my nefesh, and take it;
yea, let him tread downmy life to the earth,
and laymine kavod to sleep in the dust.

Selah
7Arise, HASHEM, in Thine anger,
lift up Thyself because of the rage of mine enemies;
awake, o my El, to themishpat Thou hast decreed.
8 So let the Adat l'Umim surround Thee;
and over it return Thou on high.*

9HASHEM shall judge the people;
judgeme, HASHEM, according to my tzedek,
and according to mine integrity that is in me.
10Oh let the wickedness of the resha'im come to an end;
but make the tzaddik secure;
for the Elohim Tzaddik trieth theminds and hearts.
11Mymogen (shield) is Elohim,
Moshi'a of the upright in heart.
12Elohim is a Shofet Tzaddik,
and El expresses wrath kol yom.
13 If He relent not, He will sharpen His cherev;
He hath bent His keshet (bow) andmade it ready.
14He hath also prepared for Him the instruments of mavet;
He ordaineth His flaming khitzim (arrows).
15Hinei, he† travaileth with iniquity,
and hath conceived trouble, and brought forth falsehood.
16Hemakes a pit, and digs it,
and is fallen into the shachat (pit)which hemade.
17His trouble shall return upon his own rosh,
and his chamas shall come down upon his own kodkod (crown of the head).
18 I will give thanks to HASHEM according to His tzedek;
and will sing praise to the Shem of HASHEM Elyon.

8
1 (For the one directing. According to the gittit. Mizmor of Dovid)
2HASHEM Adoneinu,
how excellent is Shimecha in kol ha'aretz,
Who hast set Thy glory above HaShomayim.
3Out of themouth of olelim and infants
hast Thou established strength
because of Thine enemies,
that Thoumightest still the enemy and the avenger.
4When I consider Thy heavens, the ma'asim of Thy fingers,
the yarei'ach and the kokhavim, which Thou hast ordained;
5What is enosh (mankind), that Thou art mindful of him?
And the ben adam, that Thou visitest him?
6For Thou hast made him a little lower than elohim,*
and hast crowned himwith kavod and hadar.
7Thoumadest him to have dominion over thema'asim of Thy hands;
Thou hast put all things under his feet:
8All sheep and oxen,
yea, and the behemot sadeh;
9The fowl of the air, and the dag (fish) of the yam,

* 7:8 to judge † 7:15 an evil person * 8:6 or Elohim, Gn 1:27
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andwhatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
10HASHEM Adoneinu,
how excellent is Shimecha in kol ha'aretz!

9
1 (For the one directing. To The Death of the Son. Mizmor of Dovid)
2 I will give thanks to Thee, HASHEM, with kol lev of me;
I will show forth all Thymarvellous works.
3 I will be glad and rejoice in Thee;
I will sing praise to Thy Shem, O Thou Elyon.
4Whenmine oyevim are turned back,
they shall fall and perish at Thy presence.
5For Thou hast maintainedmymishpat andmy cause;
Thou as Shofet Tzedek dost sit on the kisse.
6Thou hast rebuked the Goyim,
Thou hast destroyed the wicked,
Thou hast blotted out their shem l'olam va'ed.
7Choravot lanetzach (endless ruins) have come to the enemy:
and Thou hast rooted out cities;
their memory is perished with them.
8But HASHEM shall reign l'olam;
He hath established His kisse (throne) for mishpat.
9And He shall judge the tevel (world) in tzedek,
He shall govern the nations with justice.
10HASHEM also will be a refuge for the oppressed,
a stronghold in times of tzoros.
11And they that know Shemecha will put their trust in Thee;
for Thou, HASHEM, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee.
12 Sing praises to HASHEM, enthroned in Tziyon;
declare among the nations His deeds.
13When He avenges* dahm, He remembereth them;
He forgetteth not the cry of the aniyim (humble, afflicted, the helpless ones).
14Havemercy uponme,
HASHEM; consider my sufferings which I suffer of them that hate me,
Thou that liftest me up from the sha'arei mavet (gates of death);
15That I may show forth all Thy praise in the Sha'arei Bat Tziyon.
I will rejoice in Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
16The Goyim are sunk down
in the shachat (pit) that they dug;
in the reshet (net)which they hid
is their own foot caught.
17HASHEM is known by themishpat which He executeth;
the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.
Higgayon.

Selah
18The resha'im shall be turned into Sheol,
and all the Goyim that forget Elohim.
19For the needy shall not always be forgotten;
the tikveh of the poor shall not perish forever.
20Arise, HASHEM;
let not enosh (mankind) prevail; let the Goyim be judged in Thy sight.
21Put them in terror, HASHEM; that the Goyimmay know themselves to be but enosh.

Selah

* 9:13 shefach
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10
1Why standest Thou afar off, HASHEM?
Why hidest Thou Thyself in times of tzoros?

2The reshah in his ga'avah (haughtiness) doth persecute the ani (poor);*
let them be caught in the devices that they have schemed.
3For the reshah boasteth of his ta'avat nefesh (soulʼs lust),
and blesseth the covetous, whomHASHEM abhorreth.
4The reshah, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after Him;
Elohim is not in all his thoughts.
5His ways are always prosperous;
Thymishpatim are on high, out of his sight;
as for all his enemies, he sneers at them.
6He hath said in his lev, I shall not be shaken;
throughout all generations I shall never be in trouble.
7His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud;
under his leshon (tongue) is trouble and iniquity.
8He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages;
in the places for ambush doth hemurder the naki (innocent);
his eyes are secretly set against the poor.
9He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den;
he lieth in wait to catch the poor;
he doth catch the poor when he draweth him into his reshet.
10He crouches, and stoops,
that the poor may fall by his atzum (might).
11He hath said in his lev, El hath forgotten;
He hideth his face; He will never see it.
12Arise, HASHEM;
O El, lift up Thine yad; forget not the aniyim.
13For why doth the reshah renounce Elohim?
He hath said in his lev, Thou wilt not call me to account.
14Thou hast seen it; for Thou beholdest trouble and ka'as (grief),
to requite it with Thy yad;
the helpless committeth himself unto Thee;
Thou art the Ozer (helper) of the yatom (orphan).
15Break Thou the zero'a of the reshah and the evil man;
call to account his wickedness
that would not be found out.
16HASHEM is Melech olam va'ed;
the Goyim are perished out of His land.
17HASHEM, Thou hast heard the desire of the aniyim;
Thouwilt strengthen their lev, Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear;
18To judge the yatom (orphan) and the oppressed,
that enosh of the earthmay nomore strike terror.

11
1 (For the one directing. Of Dovid)
[1] In HASHEM do I take refuge;
how say ye to my nefesh,
Flee as a bird to yourmountain?
2For, hinei, the resha'im bend their bow,
theymake ready their arrow upon the string,
that theymay secretly shoot at the yishrei lev (upright in heart).
3 If the foundations be destroyed,
what can the tzaddik do?
4HASHEM is in His Heikhal Kodesh,
HASHEMʼs kisse is in Shomayim;
His eyes examine,

* 10:2 See Zech 9:9 where ani is Moshiach
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His eyelids try, Bnei Adam.
5HASHEM trieth the tzaddik,
but the resha'im and him that loveth chamas (violence)
His Nefesh hateth.
6Upon the resha'im He shall rain snares,
eish and gofrit,
and a burning wind;
this shall be the portion of their kos (cup).
7For HASHEM is tzaddik (righteous), HASHEM loveth tzedakot;
His countenance doth behold the yashar (upright).

12
1 (For the one directing. According to the Sheminit. Mizmor Dovid)
2Help, HASHEM; for the chasid is nomore;
for the emunim (faithful ones) vanish from among Bnei Adam.
3They speak vanity every one with his re'a (neighbor);
with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak.
4HASHEM shall cut off all flattering lips,
and the leshon that speaketh gedolot;
5Who have said, With leshoneinu (our tongue)will we prevail;
our lips are our own: who is Adon over us?
6For the oppression of the aniyim,
for the groaning of the needy,
nowwill I arise, saith HASHEM;
I will set him in safety from him that sneers at him.
7The words of HASHEM are amarot tehorot (pure words);
as kesef refined in the furnace on the earth,
purified seven times.
8Thou shalt be shomer over them, HASHEM,
Thou shalt preserve him* from this generation forever.
9The resha'im strut on every side,
when the vilest among the Bnei Adam are exalted.

13
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid)
2How long wilt Thou forget me, HASHEM? Netzach (forever)?
How long wilt Thou hide Thy face fromme?
3How long shall I take counsel in my nefesh,
having sorrow inmy lev daily?
How long shall mine oyev be exalted over me?
4Consider and hear me, HASHEM Elohai;
enlightenmine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of mavet;
5Lest mine oyev say,
I have prevailed against him;
and those that trouble me rejoice
when I am defeated.
6But I have trusted in Thy chesed;
my lev shall rejoice in Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
[6] I will sing unto HASHEM,
because He hath dealt bountifully withme.

14
1 (For the one directing. Of Dovid)
[1] The naval (fool) hath said in his lev, There is no Elohim.
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works,
ein oseh tov (there is none that doeth good).
2HASHEM looked down from Shomayim upon Bnei Adam,

* 12:8 See Ps 12:5 [6]
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to see if there is any with seichel, that seeketh Elohim.
3They are all turned aside, they are all together become corrupt;
there is none that doeth tov, no, not one.
4Have all the workers of iniquity no da'as?
Who eat upmy people as they eat lechem,
and call not upon HASHEM.
5There they shall be in great dread,
for Elohim is with the dor tzaddik.
6Would ye confound the etzah (counsel, plan) of the oni (poor),
for HASHEM is indeed his refuge!
7Oh that the Yeshu'ah (salvation) of Yisroel were come out of Tziyon!
When HASHEM turns misfortune and brings back the captives of His people,
Ya'akov shall rejoice, and Yisroel shall be glad.

15
1 (Mizmor Dovid)
[1]HASHEM, who shall abide in Thy Ohel?
Who shall dwell in Thy Har Kodesh?
2He that walketh blamelessly, and worketh tzedek,
and speaketh emes from his lev.
3He that backbiteth not with his leshon,
nor doeth ra'ah to his re'a,
nor taketh up a slur to discredit his neighbor.
4 In whose eyes a vile person is despicable;
but he honoreth them that fear HASHEM.
He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
5He that putteth not out his kesef to neshekh (usury),
nor taketh bribes against the naki (innocent).

He that doeth these things shall never be shaken.

16
1 (Amikhtam of Dovid)
[1] Be shomer over me, O El:
for in Thee do I hidemyself.
2 I said unto HASHEM, Thou art Adonoi of me;
besides Thee I have no good.
3But to the Kedoshim that are in ha'aretz,
they are the glorious ones, in whom is all my delight.
4Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after other g-ds;
their nesakhim (drink offerings) of dahmwill I not offer,
nor take up their shmot (names)* onmy lips.
5HASHEM is the chelek (allotted share) of mine inheritance and of my kos (cup);†
Thoumaintainest my goral (lot, allotment by the divine will).
6The boundary lines are fallen untome in pleasant places;
yea, I have a goodly nachalah (inheritance).
7 I will bless HASHEM,Who hath givenme counsel;
mymind also instructs me in the night seasons.
8 I have set HASHEM always before me;
because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9Therefore my lev is glad, andmy kavod rejoiceth;
my basar also shall dwell securely.‡
10For Thouwilt not abandonmy nefesh in Sheol;
neither wilt Thou allow Thine Chasid to see shachat
(corruption, the pit, the grave, the abyss of corruption).§

* 16:4 of idols † 16:5 of blessing ‡ 16:9 See 1Th 5:23 § 16:10 See Ac 2:24
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11Thouwilt showme the Orach Chayyim (the path of life);
in Thy presence is fulness of joy,
at Thy right hand there are pleasures netzach (for evermore).

17
1 (Tefillah of Dovid)
[1] Hear the tzedek (righteous plea of a just cause), HASHEM,
attend untomy cry,
give ear untomy tefillah, that goeth not out of lips of mirmah (deceit).
2Let mymishpat (right) come forth from Thy presence;
let Thine eyes behold the things that are right.
3Thou hast probedmine lev;
Thou hast visitedme in the lailah;
Thou hast testedme and shalt find nothing;
I am purposed that mymouth shall not transgress.
4Concerning the works of men,
by the Devar of Thy lips
I have kept myself from the paths of the cruel.
5Upholdmy goings in Thy paths,
that my footsteps stumble not.
6 I have called upon Thee, for Thouwilt hear me, O El;
incline Thine ear untome, and hear my prayer.
7 Show Thymarvellous chesed,
O ThouMoshi'aWho saves by Thy right hand
themwhich put their trust in Thee from those that rise up against them.
8Be shomer over me as the apple of Thy eye;
hideme in the shadow of Thy wings,
9From the resha'im that oppress me,
frommy deadly enemies threateningmy nefesh, who surroundme.
10They have closed up callously andmercilessly against me;
with their mouth they speak with ge'ut (pride).
11At every step they have surroundedme;
their purpose is to strike down to ha'aretz;
12Like aryeh eager to tear his prey,
and like a young lion lurking in ambush.
13Arise, HASHEM, confront him, cast him down;
deliver my nefesh from the resha with Thy cherev;
14Frommenwith Thy yad, HASHEM,
frommen of the world, whose portion is in this life,
and with Thy treasures Thou fillest their belly;
they are satisfied with children,
and leave their abundance to their babes.
15As for me, in tzedek I will behold Thy face;
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy temunah (form).*

18
1 (For theonedirecting. OfDovidEvedHASHEMwhosang toHASHEM the lyrics of this shirah
on the day HASHEM delivered him from the hand of all his oyevim and from the hand of
Sha'ul;
2and he said)
[1] I will love Thee, HASHEM, my strength.
3HASHEM is my rock, andmy fortress,
andmy deliverer;
Eli my Tzur (rock), in whom I take refuge;
mymogen, and the keren of my salvation, andmymisgav (high place as a refuge).
4 I will call upon HASHEM,Who is worthy to be praised;

* 17:15 See Num 12:8
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so shall I be saved frommine oyevim.
5The chevlei mavet entangledme,
and the floods of Beliya'al terrorizedme.
6The chevlei Sheol snaked aroundme;
the snares of mavet confrontedme.
7 In my distress I called upon HASHEM,
and cried unto Elohai;
He heardmy voice out of His Heikhal,
andmy cry came before Him, even into His ears.
8Ha'aretz shook and trembled;
the foundations also of themountains quaked
andwere shaken, because He was angry.
9 Smoke went up fromHis nostrils,
and eish out of His mouth devoured;
coals were kindled by it.
10He parted Shomayim, and descended,
and dark clouds were under His feet.
11And He rode upon a keruv (cherub), and did fly;
yea, He soared upon the wings of the ruach.
12Hemade choshech His secret place;
His sukkah round about Him
was dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.
13Out of the brightness that was before Him there broke through
barad (hailstones) and coals of eish out of His clouds.
14HASHEM also thundered in Shomayim,
and Elyon gave His voice
amid barad and coals of eish.
15Yea, He sent out His khitzim (arrows), and scattered them;
and He shot out great lightning bolts, and did put them to rout.
16Then the channels of waters were exposed,
and the foundations of the tevel (world)were laid bare
at Thy rebuke, HASHEM,
at the blast of the ruach of Thy nostrils.
17He sent from on high, He took hold of me,
He drewme out of mayim rabbim (manywaters).
18He deliveredme frommy strong oyev,
and from themwhich hatedme;
for they were too strong for me.
19They confrontedme in the day of my calamity;
but HASHEMwasmy stay.
20He brought me forth also into a place merkhav (spacious);
He deliveredme, because He delighted inme.
21HASHEM dealt withme according to my tzedek;
according to the cleanness of my hands hath He recompensedme.
22For I have been shomer regarding the Darkhei HASHEM,
and have not wickedly departed from Elohai.
23For all His mishpatimwere before me,
and I did not put away His chukkot fromme.
24 I was also tamim (blameless) before Him,
and I kept myself frommine avon.
25Therefore hath HASHEM recompensedme according to my tzedek,
according to the cleanness of my hands before His eyes.
26With the chasid Thouwilt show Thyself chesed;
with a perfect man Thouwilt show Thyself perfect;
27With the pure Thouwilt show Thyself pure;
and with the ikesh (crooked, perverted, false) Thouwilt show Thyself shrewd.
28For Thouwilt save the ani (poor);
but wilt bring down low haughty looks.
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29For Thouwilt light my ner;
HASHEM Elohai will enlightenmy choshech.
30For by Thee have I scattered a troop;
and by Elohai have I leaped over a wall.
31As for El, His derech is tamim (perfect);
the word of HASHEM is tzerufah (tested and proved flawless, inerrant);
He is a mogen to all those that take refuge in Him.

32For who is Elohim besides HASHEM?
Or who is Tzur but Eloheinu?
33 It is El that armethmewith chayil,
andmakethmy derech tamim (perfect).
34Hemakethmy raglayim like deer feet,
and setteth me uponmy high places.
35He trainethmy hands for milchamah,
so that a keshet-nechushahmine arms can bend.
36Thou hast also givenme themogen of Thy salvation;
and Thy right hand hath heldme up,
and Thy lowliness hathmademe great.
37Thou hast made rakhav (broad) the place for my footsteps under me,
that my ankles did not turn.
38 I have pursuedmine oyevim, and overtaken them;
neither did I turn back till they were consumed.
39 I have crushed them that they were not able to rise;
they are fallen under my raglayim.
40For Thou hast armedmewith chayil unto themilchamah;
Thou hast made bow down underme those that rose up against me.
41Thou hast also givenme the necks of mine oyevim;
that I might destroy them that hate me.
42They cried for help, but there was noMoshi'a to save them,
even unto HASHEM, but He answered them not.
43Then did I beat them small as the dust before the ruach;
I did empty them out as the dirt in the chutzot (streets).

44Thou hast deliveredme from the strivings of the people;
and Thou hast mademe the Rosh (head) of the Goyim (nations);
an Am (people)whom I have not known shall serveme.
45As soon as they hear of me, they shall obeyme;
the Bnei Nekhar (foreigners) shall submit themselves untome.
46The Bnei Nekhar shall fade away,
and come forth trembling out of their misgerot (stongholds, fastnesses, secure places).

47HASHEM chai; and baruch bemy Tzur;
and let the Elohei of my salvation be exalted.
48 It is El that avengethme,
and subdueth the nations under me.
49He savethme frommine oyevim;
yea, Thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me;
Thou hast deliveredme from the ish chamas.
50Therefore will I give thanks unto Thee, HASHEM, among the Goyim,
and sing praises unto Shimecha.
51Great deliverance giveth He to His Melech;
and showeth chesed to His Moshiach,
to Dovid, and to his Zera ad olam.

19
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid)
2HaShomayim declare the kavod of G-d;
and the raki'a (firmament) showeth His handiwork.
3Yom unto yom uttereth speech,
and lailah unto lailah showeth da'as.
4There is no speech nor devarim (language),
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where their voice is not heard.
5Their measuring line is gone out through kol ha'aretz,
and their words to the end of the tevel (world).
In them hath He set an ohel for the shemesh,
6Which is like a choson coming out of his chuppah,
and rejoiceth as a gibbor to run a race.
7 Its going forth is from the end of HaShomayim,
and its circuit unto the ends of it;
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

8The torah of HASHEM is temimah,
converting the nefesh,*
the edut of HASHEM is ne'emanah,
making wise the simple.
9The precepts of HASHEM are yasharim (right),
rejoicing the lev;
the mitzvat HASHEM is bara (clear, pure),
enlightening the eyes.
10The yirat HASHEM(fear of the L-rd) is tehorah (clean),
enduring forever;
the mishpatim of HASHEM are emes
and righteous altogether.
11More to be desired are they than zahav,
yea, thanmuch fine gold;
sweeter also than devash and the honeycomb.
12Moreover by them is Thy eved warned;
and in being shomer over them there is great reward.
13Who can discern his errors?
Cleanse Thoume from nistarot (secret ones).
14Keep back Thy eved also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me;
then shall I be upright,
and I shall be innocent from the peysha rav (great transgression).

15Let the words of mymouth, and themeditation of my lev,
be acceptable in Thy sight,
O HASHEM, my Tzur (rock), and Go'ali (my Redeemer).

20
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid)
2HASHEM hear thee in the Yom Tzarah (day of trouble);
the Shem Elohei Ya'akov set thee up on high;*
3 Send thee help from the Kodesh (Holy Sanctuary),
and strengthen thee out of Tziyon;
4Remember all thyminchot,
and accept thy olat;

Selah
.

5Grant thee according to thine own levav,
and fulfil kol etzah (plan, counsel) of thine.
6Wewill shout for joy at thy Yeshu'ah (salvation),
and in the Shem of Eloheinu wewill lift up our banners;
HASHEM grant all thy requests.

7Now I have da'as that HASHEM hoshi'a (He saves)His Moshiach;
He will answer him fromHis Sh'mei Kodesh (Holy Heaven)
with the saving strength of His right hand.
8 Some trust in chariots, and some susim:
but we will trust in the ShemHASHEM Eloheinu.

* 19:8 T.N. hithapekh Ps 66:6; 2C 5:17 * 20:2 i.e., out of reach of your enemies
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9They are brought down and fallen,
but we are risen up, and stand firm.
10Hoshi'ah, HASHEM, HaMelech!
May He hear us on the day whenwe call.

21
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid)
2Melech shall have simcha in Thy strength, HASHEM;
and in Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation) how greatly shall he rejoice!
3Thou hast given him the desire of his lev,
and hast not withheld the request of his lips.

Selah
4For Thoumeeteth himwith the birkhot tov;
Thou settest an ateret of pure gold on his head.
5He asked Chayyim of Thee, and Thou gavest it him,
even length of yamim olam va'ed;*
6Gadol is his kavod in Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation);
hod v'hadar hast Thou bestowed upon him.
7For Thou hast made him birkhot forever;
Thou hast made him exceeding glad with simcha in Thy presence.
8For HaMelech trusteth in HASHEM,
and through the chesed of Elyon he shall not bemoved.
9Thine yad shall find out all thine enemies;
thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee.
10Thou shalt make them like an oven of eish in the time of thine presence;
HASHEM shall swallow them up in His wrath,
and the eish shall devour them.
11Their fruit shalt Thou destroy from ha'aretz,
and their zera from among Bnei Adam.
12For they intended ra'ah against Thee;
they devised a plot, which they are not able to perform.
13Ki (therefore) shalt Thoumake them turn their backs,
when Thou shalt aim Thine bowstrings at their faces.
14Be Thou exalted, HASHEM, in Thine Own Strength;
so will we sing and praise Thy gevurah (power).

22
1 (For the one directing. To the Deer of the Dawn. Mizmor Dovid)
2Eli, Eli, lamah azavtani?*
Why art Thou so far frommy yeshu'ah, and from the words of my groaning?
3Elohai, I cry yomam, but Thou hearest not;
and v'lailah, and am not silent.
4But Atah Kadosh,
O Thou enthroned on the tehillot Yisroel.
5Avoteinu trusted in Thee;
they had bitachon, and Thou didst deliver them.
6They cried unto Thee, and were delivered;
they had bitachon in Thee, and were not disappointed.
7But I am a tola'at, and no ish;
a reproach of men, and despised of the people.†
8All they that see memockme;
they shoot out the lip, they shake the rosh, saying,
9He trusted in HASHEM;
let HASHEM rescue him; let Him deliver him, since He delights in him.
10But Thou art He that tookme out of the womb;

* 21:5 See 1C 15:4; Ps 16:10 * 22:2 SeeMt 27:46 † 22:7 See Isa 53:3 on the despisedMoshiach
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Thou didst makeme trust when I was upon the breasts of immi.
11 I was cast upon Thee from the womb;
Thou art Eli from the womb of immi.
12Be not far fromme;
for tzoros is near; and there is none to help.
13Parim rabbim (many bulls) have encompassedme;
strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round about.
14They opened wide their mouths uponme,
like an aryeh roaring and tearing prey.
15 I am poured out like mayim,
and all my atzmot are out of joint;
my lev is like wax;
it is melted awaywithinme.
16My ko'ach is dried up like baked clay;
andmy leshon cleaveth to my jaws;
and Thou layest me in the apharmavet (dust of death).
17For kelavim have surroundedme;
the Adat Mere'im (congregation of evil men) have enclosedme;
KA'ARU YADAI V'RAGELAI (they piercedmy hands andmy feet).‡
18 I can count all my atzmot;
the people stare and gloat at me.
19They divide upmy garments among them,
and for my clothing they cast goral (lots).§

20But be not Thou far fromme, HASHEM;
Omy strength, hasten Thee to help me.
21Deliver my nefesh from the cherev,
my yechid (only one, only) [nefesh] from the power of the kelev (dog).
22Hoshieini from themouth of the aryeh;
for Thou hast heardme from the karnayim of the wild bulls.
23 I will declare Thy Shem untomy Achim;
in themidst of the Kahal will I praise Thee.
24Ye that fear HASHEM, praise Him;
all ye Zera Ya'akov, give Him kavod;
and fear Him, all ye Zera Yisroel.
25For He hath not despised
nor disdained the enut ani (affliction of the afflicted);
neither hath He hid His face from him;
but when he cried unto Him, He heard.
26My tehillah shall be from Thee in the Kahal Rav;
I will fulfill my nedar before them that fear Him.
27The anavim (meek) shall eat and be satisfied;
they that seek Him shall praise HASHEM.
Let your levav live forever!
28All the ends of HaAretz shall remember
and turn unto HASHEM;
and all the mishpechot of the Goyim
shall bow down in worship before Thee.
29For theMeluchah is HASHEMʼs:
and He is the Moshel over the Goyim.
30All they that thrive upon HaAretz
shall eat and worship;
all they that go down to the aphar (dust) shall bow before Him;
even he who cannot keep alive his own nefesh.
31Zera shall serve Him;

‡ 22:17See Isa 53:5; Zech12:10 andmedievalHebrewScripturemanuscripts aswell as theTargumHaShivim § 22:19
Mt 27:35; Lk 23:34; Yn 19:24
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it shall be told to the generation [to come] concerning Adonoi.
32They shall come, and shall declare His tzedek
unto an AmNolad (a [future] people that shall be born),
that He hath done this.

23
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1]HASHEM is my Ro'eh (Shepherd);
I shall not lack.
2Hemakethme to lie down in green pastures;
He leadethme beside themei menuchot (tranquil waters).
3He restorethmy nefesh;
He guidethme in the paths of tzedek l'ma'an Shmo
(righteousness for the sake of His Name).
4Yea, though I walk through the Gey Tzalmavet (Valley of the Shadow of Death),
I will fear no rah (evil);
for Thou art withme;
Thy shevet (rod) and Thy staff they comfort me.
5Thou preparest a shulchan before me
in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with shemen (olive oil);
my kos runneth over.
6 Surely tov and chesed shall followme
kol y'mei chaiyyai (all the days of my life):
and I will dwell in the Bais HASHEM
l'orech yamim (for length of days, whole life long, forever).

24
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1] Ha'aretz is HASHEMʼs, and the fullness thereof;
the tevel (world), and they that dwell therein.
2For He hath founded it upon the yamim (seas),
and established it upon the waters.
3Who shall ascend the Har HASHEM?
Or who shall stand in His MakomKodesh?
4He that hath clean hands, and a bar levav (pure heart);
who hath not lifted up his nefesh unto shahv (vanity),
nor sworn l'mirmah (deceitfully).
5He shall receive the brocha (blessing) fromHASHEM,
and tzedakah from Elohei Yisho (the G-d of his Salvation).
6This is the generation of them that seek Him,
that seek Thy face, O Ya'akov.

Selah
7Lift up your heads, O ye she'arim;
and be ye lifted up, ye Pitchei Olam (everlasting doorways);
andMelech HaKavod shall come in.
8Who is this Melech HaKavod?
HASHEM strong andmighty,
HASHEM Gibbor Milchamah.
9Lift up your heads, O ye she'arim;
even lift them up, ye Pitchei Olam;
andMelech HaKavod shall come in.
10Who is this Melech HaKavod?
HASHEM Tzva'os, He is Melech HaKavod.

Selah

25
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] [Aleph] Unto Thee, HASHEM, do I lift upmy nefesh.
2 [Bais]O Elohai, I trust in Thee:
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let me not be ashamed,
let not mine oyevim triumph over me.
3 [Gimel] Yea, let none that wait [hoping in] Thee be ashamed;
let them be ashamedwhich transgress without cause.

4 [Dalet] Showme Thy ways, HASHEM;
teachme Thy paths.
5 [Heh Vav] Leadme in Thy emes, and teachme;
for Thou art the Elohei of my Salvation;
on Thee do I wait kol hayom.

6 [Zayin] Remember, HASHEM, Thy rachamim and Thy lovingkindnesses;
for they have ever been of old.
7 [Chet] Remember not the chattot of my youth,
nor my peysha'im;
according to Thy chesed remember Thoume
for the sake of Thy goodness, HASHEM.

8 [Tet] Tov and yashar is HASHEM;
therefore will He teach chatta'im in the Derech.
9 [Yod] Themeek will He guide inmishpat;
and the aniyimwill He teach His way.
10 [Kaph] All the paths of HASHEM are chesed and emes
unto such as keep His Brit (covenant) and His Edot
(covenant demands, urgings, reminders, testimonies).
11 [Lamed] For the sake of Thy Shem, HASHEM,
pardonmine iniquity; for it is great.
12 [Mem]Whatman is he that feareth HASHEM?
Him shall He teach in the Derech that he shall choose.
13 [Nun]His nefesh (soul) shall dwell in prosperity;
and his zera shall inherit the earth.
14 [Samech] The secret of HASHEM is with them that fear Him;
and Hewill show themHis Brit (covenant).
15 [Ayin]Mine eyes are ever toward HASHEM;
for He shall pluckmy feet out of the reshet (net).

16 [Peh] Turn Thee untome, and be gracious untome;
for I am yachid (alone, lonely) and afflicted.
17 [Tzade] The tzoros of my lev aremultiplied;
O bring Thoume forth out of my distresses.
18 [Resh] Look uponmine affliction andmy pain;
and take away all my chattot.

19 [Resh] Look uponmine enemies;
for they are increased; and they hate mewith sinas chamas.
20 [Shin] Be shomer over my nefesh, and deliver me;
let me not be ashamed; for I take refuge in Thee.
21 [Tav] Let tohm (integrity, guilelessness) and uprightness preserveme;
for I wait on Thee.

22Redeem Yisroel, O Elohim,
out of all his tzoros.

26
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] Vindicate me, HASHEM;
for I have walked inmine tohm (guilelessness);
I have trusted also in HASHEMwithout wavering.
2Examineme, HASHEM, and proveme;
try my heart andmymind.
3For Thy chesed is before mine eyes;
and I have walked in Thy emes.
4 I do not sit with metei-shav (men of vanity),
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neither will I go in with dissemblers.
5 I have hated the kehal mere'im (congregation of evil doers);
and will not sit with the resha'im.
6 I will washmine hands in nikkayon (innocency, cleanness, freedom from punishment);
so will I encompass ThineMizbe'ach, HASHEM;
7That I may publish with the voice of todah,
and tell of all Thy wondrous works.

8HASHEM, I have loved thema'on of Thy Bais,*
and theMishkanwhere Thine kavod dwelleth.
9Take not awaymy nefesh with chatta'im (sinners),
nor my Chai (life)with anshei damim;
10 In whose hands is zimmah (wicked plans),
and their right hand is full of shochad (bribery).
11But as for me, I will walk inmine integrity;
redeemme, v'chaneini (and bemerciful and gracious untome).
12My regel standeth on level ground;
in the great assemblies unto HASHEMwill I render brocha.

27
1 (Of Dovid)
[1]HASHEM is my ohr and Yishi (my Salvation);
whom shall I fear?
HASHEM is thema'oz (stronghold) of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
2When the resha'im,
evenmine enemies andmy foes,
came uponme to devourmy basar,
they stumbled and fell.
3Though an army should encamp against me,
my lev shall not fear;
thoughmilchamah should break out against me,
in this will I be confident.
4One thing have I asked of HASHEM,
that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the Bais HASHEM
all the days of my life,
to behold the gracefulness of HASHEM,
and to inquire in His Heikhal.
5For in the Yom Ra'ah (day of evil)
He shall keepme safe in His Sukkah;
in the shelter of His Ohel shall He conceal me;
He shall set me up upon a Tzur (rock).
6And now shall mine head be lifted up
abovemine enemies around about me;
therefore will I offer in His Ohel sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing, yea, I will makemusic unto HASHEM.
7 Shema, HASHEM, when I call with my voice;
chaneini also uponme, and answerme.
8Whenmy lev said of Thee, Seek yeMy face,
my lev said unto Thee, Thy face, HASHEM, will I seek.
9Hide not Thy face far fromme;
turn not Thy eved away in anger;
Thou hast beenmy ezer; leaveme not,
neither forsakeme, Elohei Yishi (G-d of my Salvation).
10When avi and immi forsakeme,
* 26:8HaMikdash
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then HASHEMwill takeme up.

11Teachme Thy Derech, HASHEM,
and leadme in a plain path,
because of mine enemies.
12Deliver me not over unto the desire of mine enemies;
for edei sheker are risen up against me,
and such as breathe out chamas.

13Did I not believe to see HASHEMʼs goodness
in the Eretz Chayyim!
14Wait for HASHEM: Chazak!
And strengthen thine lev.
Wait, I say, for HASHEM.

28
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] Unto Thee will I cry, HASHEMmy Tzur;
do not turn a deaf ear to me:
lest, if Thou be silent to me,
I become like them that go down into the pit.
2 Shema (hear) kol (voice) of my supplications, when I cry unto Thee,
when I lift upmy hands toward Thy Devir Kodesh
(Innermost Sanctuary, KodeshHaKodashim).

3Drawme not away with the resha'im,
and with the workers of iniquity,
which speak shalom to their neighbors,
but malice is in their hearts.
4Give to them according to their deeds,
and according to the wickedness of their endeavors;
give them after the work of their hands;
render to them their gemul (deserts).
5Because they regard not the Pe'ulot HASHEM,
nor theMa'aseh of His hands,
He shall tear them down, and not build them up.

6Baruch HASHEM,
because He hath heard the kol (voice) of my supplications.
7HASHEM is my strength andmymogen;
my lev trusts in Him,
and I am helped;
therefore my lev greatly rejoiceth;
and withmy song will I thank Him.

8HASHEM is their oz (strength),
and He is the Ma'oz Yeshu'ot (saving refuge) of His Moshiach.
9 Save Thy people, and bless Thine nachalah;
shepherd them also, and carry them ad olam.

29
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1] Ascribe unto HASHEM, O ye bnei elim (sons of themighty),
ascribe unto HASHEM kavod and oz (strength).
2Ascribe unto HASHEM the Kavod Shmo;
worship HASHEM in the Hadrat Kodesh (beauty of holiness).

3The voice of HASHEM is upon the waters;
El HaKavod thundereth;
HASHEM is over themayim rabbim.
4The voice of HASHEM is in Ko'ach;
the voice of HASHEM is in hadar (majesty).
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5The voice of HASHEM breaketh the cedars;
HASHEM breaketh the cedars of the Levanon.
6Hemaketh them also to skip like an egel (calf);
Levanon and Siryon, like a young reimim (wild ox).

7The voice of HASHEM hews out with flashes of eish.
8The voice of HASHEM shaketh themidbar;
HASHEM shaketh theMidbar Kadesh.

9The voice of HASHEM causes the deer to calve,
and strips bare the ye'arot (forests);
and in His Heikhal doth everyone say, Kavod!

10HASHEM sitteth upon themabbul (flood);
yea, HASHEM sitteth enthroned as Melech l'olam.
11HASHEMwill give oz (strength) unto His people;
HASHEMwill bless His people with shalom.

30
1 (Mizmor. Shir Chanukat HaBeis. Of Dovid)
2 I will exalt Thee, HASHEM, for Thou hast liftedme up,
and hast not mademy foes to gloat over me.
3HASHEM Elohai, I cried unto Thee,
and Thou hast healedme.
4HASHEM, Thou hast brought upmy nefesh from Sheol;
Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit.

5 Sing unto HASHEM, O ye chasidim of His,
and give thanks to His Zekher Kodesh.
6For His anger endureth but a rega;
in His favor is Chayyim;
weepingmay endure for an erev,
but joy cometh in the boker.

7And inmy shalvah (security) I said,
I shall never bemoved.
8HASHEM, by Thy favor
Thou hast mademymountain to stand firm;
Thou didst hide Thy face,
and I was troubled.

9 I cried to Thee, HASHEM;
and unto Adonoi I made supplication.
10What profit is there inmy dahm,
inmy going down into the pit?
Shall the aphar (dust) praise Thee?
Shall it declare Thy emes?
11 Shema, HASHEM, and channeini;
HASHEM, be Thoumy helper.

12Thou hast turned for memymourning into dancing;
Thou hast put offmy sackcloth,
and girdedmewith simcha;
13That kavod (my glory, my soul)may sing praise to Thee, and not be silent.
HASHEM Elohai, I will give thanks unto Thee l'olam.

31
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid)
2 In Thee, HASHEM, do I take refuge;
let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in Thy tzedakah.
3 Incline Thine ear to me;
deliver me speedily;
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be Thou for me a TzurMa'oz,
a Bais Metzudot (fortress) to saveme.
4For Thou art my Sela (rock) andmyMetzudah (fortress);
therefore for the sake of Thy Name, leadme, and guideme.
5Pull me out of the reshet (trap, net)
that they have laid for me;
for Thou art myma'oz (stronghold).
6 Into Thine yad I commit my ruach;
Thou hast redeemedme, HASHEM El Emes.*

7 I hate them that are the shomrim of lying vanities;†
but I trust in HASHEM.
8 I will be glad and rejoice in Thy chesed;
for Thou hast seenmy affliction;
Thou hast known the tzoros (troubles) of my nefesh;
9And hast not shut me up into the yad of the oyev (enemy);
Thou hast set my feet in amerkhav
(large place, spacious or broad place).
10Channeni, HASHEM, for I am in tzoros;
mine eye is consumedwith ka'as (grief),
my nefesh andmy beten.
11Formy life is spent with grief,
andmy years with groaning;
my ko'ach faileth because of mine avon (iniquity),
andmy atzmot waste away.
12 I was a cherpah (reproach, scorn, disgrace) among all mine enemies,
but especially amongmy shchenim (neighbors),
and a dread to mine acquaintance;
they that did see me outside fled fromme.
13 I am forgotten like a deadman out of mind;
I am like a keli oved (broken vessel).
14For I have heard the dibbah (evil report, slander) of many;
terror was on every side;
while they conspire against me,
they plot to takemy nefesh.
15But I trust in Thee, HASHEM;
I said, Thou art Elohai.
16My times are in Thy yad;
deliver me from the yad of mine oyevim (enemies),
and from them that persecute me.
17Make Thy face to shine upon Thy eved;
hoshi'eini (saveme) for the sake of Thy chesed.
18Let me not be put to shame, HASHEM;
for I have called upon Thee;
let the resha'im be put to shame,
and let them keep silent in Sheol.
19Let the siftei sheker (lying lips) be put to silence;
which speak insolent things with ga'avah (pride)
and contemptuously against the tzaddik.
20Oh how great is Thy goodness,
which Thou hast stored up for them that fear Thee;
which Thou hast wrought for them that take refuge in Thee
before the Bnei Adam!
21Thou shalt hide them b'seter (in the shelter) of Thy presence
from the intrigues of ish;
Thou shalt keep them safe in a sukkah

* 31:6 Lk 23:46; Ac 7:59 † 31:7 i.e., idols
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from the riv l'shonot (the strife of tongues, contentious lashon hora, backbiting, slander).
22Baruch HASHEM! For He hath showedme
His wondrous chesed in an Ir Matzor (besieged city).
23For I said inmy haste,
I am cut off from before Thine eyes;
nevertheless Thou heardest the voice of my tachanun (supplications)
when unto Thee I cried for help.
24O love HASHEM, all ye His Chasidim;
for HASHEM preserveth the emunim (the faithful ones),
but He pays back in full the oseh ga'avah (the one acting in pride, haughtily).
25Chazak! Be strong, let your levav take courage,
all ye that hope in HASHEM.

32
1 (Of Dovid. Amaskil)
[1] Ashrei is he whose peysha (rebellion) is forgiven,
whose chata'ah (sin) is covered.
2Ashrei is the adam unto whomHASHEM imputeth not avon (iniquity),
and in whose ruach there is no remiyyah (guile, deceit).

3When I kept silent,* my atzmot wasted away
throughmy groaning kol hayom (all the day).
4For yomam valailah Thy yad was heavy uponme;
my strength was sapped as by the droughts of kayitz (summer).

Selah
5 I acknowledgemy chattat unto Thee,
andmine avon (iniquity) have I not covered up.
I said, I will confess my peysha'im (rebellions) unto HASHEM;
and Thou forgavest the avon (iniquity) of my chattat.

Selah
6Therefore shall every Chasid pray unto Thee
in a time when Thoumayest be found;
surely in the floods of mayim rabbim
they shall not overtake him.
7Thou art my seter (hiding place, shelter);
Thou shalt preserveme from tzoros;
Thou shalt envelopmewith songs of deliverance.

Selah
8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the Derech which thou shalt go;
I will counsel thee withMine eye.
9Be ye not like the sus, or like the pered (mule), which have no binah;
whosemouthmust be harnessed with bit and bridle,
else they come not near thee.
10Many sorrows shall be to the resha'im,
but he that trusteth in HASHEM,
chesed shall envelop and cover him.
11Be glad in HASHEM, and rejoice, ye tzaddikim;
and shout for joy, all ye yishrei lev (upright in heart).

33
1 Sing with joy in HASHEM, O ye tzaddikim;
for tehillah is fitting for the yesharim (upright ones).
2Hodu l'HASHEMwith kinnor (harp);
makemusic unto Himwith the ten stringed nevel (lyre).
3 Sing unto Him a shir chadash (new song);

* 32:3 i.e., refused to confess my sin, whichwas still naked and uncovered (see 32:1) and had no kapporah covering for
my guilt before G-d
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play skillfully with a teru'ah (shout of joy).
4For the Devar HASHEM is yashar;
and kol ma'aseihu (all His deeds) are done in emunah (faithfulness).
5He loveth Tzedakah andMishpat;
ha'aretz is full of the chesed HASHEM.
6By the Devar HASHEMwere Shomayimmade;
and all the tz'va (host) of them by the ruach (breath) of His mouth.*
7He gathereth themey hayam (waters of the sea) like amound;
He layeth up the tehomot (ocean depths) in otzarot (storehouses, vaults).
8Let kol ha'aretz fear HASHEM;
let kol yoshvei tevel (all the inhabitants of the world) stand in awe of Him.
9For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood firm.
10HASHEM annuls the atzat Goyim (plan of the Goyim);
He foils the machsh'vot Amim (schemes of the peoples).
11The atzat HASHEM standeth firm l'olam,
themachsh'vot of His lev l'dor va'dor (from generation to generation).
12Ashrei is the Goy whose Elohav is HASHEM;
and HaAmwhomHe hath chosen for His own nachalah.
13HASHEM looketh down from Shomayim:
He beholdeth kol Bnei HaAdam.
14From the place of His habitation,
He looketh upon kol yoshvei ha'aretz.
15He formeth their hearts yachad;
He considereth all their ma'asim (deeds).
16There is nomelech saved by themultitude of an army;
a gibbor is not delivered by rav ko'ach.
17A sus is a sheker (vain, false thing) for teshu'ah (deliverance, salvation, safety);
neither shall it save any by its great strength.
18Hinei, the eye of HASHEM is upon them that fear Him,
upon them that hope in His chesed;
19To deliver their nefesh frommavet (death),
and to keep them alive in ra'av (famine).
20Our nefesh waiteth for HASHEM;
He is ezreinu (our help) andmoginneinu (our shield).
21For libeinu (our heart) shall rejoice in Him,
because we have trusted b'Shem Kadsho (in His holy Name).
22Let Thy chesed, HASHEM, be upon us,
even as we have hoped in Thee.

34
1 (OfDovid,whenhe feigned insanity beforeAvimelech,whodrovehimaway, andhewent
out)
2 I will make a bracha of praise unto HASHEM at all times;
His praise shall continually be inmymouth.
3My nefesh shall make its boast in HASHEM;
the anavim (humble) shall hear thereof, and be glad.
4Omagnify HASHEMwithme,
and let us exalt Shmo together.
5 I sought HASHEM, and He heardme,
and deliveredme from all my fears.
6They looked unto Him, and were radiant;
and their panimwere not ashamed.
7The oni (poorman) cried, and HASHEM heard him,

* 33:6MJ 11:3; Yn 1:1; Ps 56:5
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and saved him out of all his tzoros.
8TheMalach HASHEM encampeth round about them that fear Him,
and delivereth them.
9O taste and see that HASHEM is tov;
ashrei is the man that taketh refuge in Him.
10O fear HASHEM, ye His Kedoshim;
for there is no lack to them that fear Him.
11The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger;
but they that seek HASHEM shall not lack any good thing.
12Come, ye banim, pay heed untome;
I will teach you the fear of HASHEM.
13What ish is he that desireth chayyim,
and lovethmany days, that hemay see tov?
14Keep thy tongue from rah,
and thy lips from speakingmirmah.*
15Depart from rah, and do tov;
seek shalom, and pursue it.
16The eyes of HASHEM are upon the tzaddikim,
and His ears open to their cry.
17The face of HASHEM is against them that do rah,
to cut off the zekher (remembrance) of them from ha'aretz.
18The tzaddikim cry, and HASHEM heareth,
and delivereth them out of all their tzoros.
19HASHEM is near unto themwhose lev is broken;
and saveth such whose ruach is contrite.
20Many are the afflictions of the tzaddik;
but HASHEM delivereth him out of them all.
21He keepeth shomer over all his bones;
not one of them is broken.†
22Evil shall slay the resha'im;
and they that hate the tzaddik shall be desolate.
23HASHEM redeemeth the nefesh of His avadim;
and none of them that take refuge in Him shall be condemned.‡

35
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] Contend, HASHEM, with them that contend withme;
fight against them that fight against me.
2Take hold of mogen and tzinnah (large shield)
and arise to my aid.
3Draw out also the khanit (spear),
and block the way against them that persecute me;
say untomy nefesh,
I am Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
4Let them be put to shame and disgraced
that seek after my nefesh;
let a rout in retreat be theirs
and let them be brought to dismay that plot my ruin.
5Let them be like motz (chaff) before the ruach;
and let the Malach HASHEM drive them away.
6Let their derech be choshech and slippery;
and let the Malach HASHEM pursue them.
7For without cause have they hid for me
their reshet (net) in a shachat (pit),
which without cause they dug for my nefesh.

* 34:14 guile, see Isa 53:9 where it says Moshiach will lackmirmah † 34:21 Yn 19:36 ‡ 34:23 See Ro 5:1; 8:1
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8Let sho'ah (disaster) come upon him unawares;
and let his own reshet (net) that he hath hid ensnare him;
into that very sho'ah let him fall.
9Andmy nefesh shall rejoice in HASHEM;
it shall be joyful in His Yeshu'ah (salvation).
10All my atzmot shall say,
HASHEM, mi khamocha (who is like Thee),
Who deliverest the oni (poor) from him that is too strong for him,
yes, the oni and the evyon (needy) from him that despoileth him?
11Edei chamas (witnesses of violence, false witnesses) rise up;
they lay to my charge things, questioningme of that which I have no da'as.
12They repayme ra'ah for tovah
to the forlornness of my nefesh.
13But as for me, when they were choleh (ill),
my clothing was sackcloth;
I humbledmy nefesh with tzom (fasting);
andmy tefillah (prayer) turned back onmine own kheyk (bosom).
14 I went about as though
he had beenmy re'a or ach;
I bowed in sadness,
as one that mourneth for his em.
15But at mine stumbling they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together;
yes, the attackers gathered themselves together against me, and I had no da'as;
they did tear at me,* and ceased not:
16Like chanef (hypocritical)mockers at cake,
they gnashed uponmewith their teeth.
17Adonoi, how long wilt Thou look on?
Rescuemy nefesh from their destructions,
my yechidah (only one, my life) from the lions.
18 I will give Thee thanks in the kahal rav (great congregation);
I will praise Thee among themighty throng.
19Let not them that are mine oyevim
gloat over me;
neither let themwink with the eye
that have sinas chinom (baseless hatred) towardme.
20For they speak not shalom,
but they scheme divrei mirmot (deceitful matters)
against the rigei eretz (them that are quiet in the land).
21Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me,
and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it.
22This Thou hast seen, HASHEM;
keep not silent; Adonoi, be not far fromme.
23 Stir up Thyself, and awake to mymishpat,
even to my cause, Elohai and Adonoi.
24Vindicate me, HASHEM Elohai, according to Thy tzedakah;
and let them not gloat over me.
25Let them not say in their lev,
Ah, so would we have it;
let them not say,
We have swallowed him up.
26Let them be put to shame and brought to confusion together
that gloat at mine ra'ah (disaster, distress);
let them be clothed with boshet (shame) and kelimah (dishonor, disgrace)
that exalt themselves against me.
27Let them sing for joy, and be glad,

* 35:15with slander
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that favor my tzedek (righteousness, vindication);
yes, let them say tamid (continually), Let HASHEM bemagnified,
which hath pleasure in the shalom (welfare) of His eved.
28Andmy leshon (tongue) shall speak of Thy tzedek (righteousness)
and of Thy tehillah (praise) kol hayom (all the day).

36
1 (For the one directing. Of Dovid, the eved HASHEM)
2Peysha speaketh to the rashah withinmy lev,
that there is no pachad Elohim (fear of G-d) before his eyes.
3For he flattereth himself in his own eyes,
until his avon (iniquity) be found to be hateful.
4The words of his mouth are iniquity andmirmah (deceit);
he hath ceased to be wise, and to do tov (good).
5He deviseth evil upon his mishkav (bed);
he setteth himself in a derech that is not tov;
he abhorreth not rah.
6Thy chesed, HASHEM, is in HaShomayim;
and Thy emunah (faithfulness) reacheth unto the clouds.
7Thy tzedakah is like the great mountains;
Thymishpatim are tehom rabbah (a great deep);
HASHEM, Thou preservest adam (man) and behemah (beast).
8How precious is Thy chesed, O Elohim!
Therefore the Bnei Adam find refuge
under the shadow of Thy wings.
9They shall be abundantly satisfied with the abundance of Thy Beis;*
and Thou shalt give them to drink of Thy river of delight.
10For with Thee is the Makor Chayyim (fountain of life);
in Thy Ohr shall we see ohr.
11O continue Thy chesed unto them that know Thee;
and Thy tzedakah to the yishrei lev (the ones upright of heart).
12Let not the regel ga'avah (foot of pride) come against me,
and let not the yad of the resha'im drive me away.
13There are the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity) fallen;
they are thrown down, and shall not be able to rise.

37
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] Fret not thyself because of re'im (evildoers);
neither have thou kina (jealousy, envy) of the workers of iniquity.
2For they shall soon be cut down like the khatzir (grass),
and wither as the green desheh (herb, plant).
3Trust in HASHEM, and do tov;
so shalt thou dwell in the Eretz (land), ure'eh emunah (and thou be pastured securely).
4Delight thyself also in HASHEM,
and He shall give thee the desires of thine lev.
5Commit thy derech (road, way) unto HASHEM;
trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.
6And He shall bring forth thy tzedakah (righteousness) as the ohr (light),
and thymishpat (justice) as the tzohorayim (noonday).
7Rest in HASHEM, and wait patiently for Him;
fret not thyself because of himwho prospereth in his derech,
because of the ish who bringeth wicked schemes to pass.
8Cease from anger, and forsake chemah (wrath);
fret not thyself in any wise to do rah.
9For evildoers shall be cut off;
* 36:9Hamikdash
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but those that wait upon HASHEM, they shall inherit the Eretz (land).
10For yet a little while, and the rasha shall not be;
yes, thou shalt watch his place, and he will not be.
11But the anavim (meek ones) shall inherit Eretz;
and shall delight themselves in rov shalom (great peace).*

12The rasha plotteth against the tzaddik,
and gnasheth upon himwith his teeth.
13Adonoi shall laugh at him,
for He seeth that his yom is coming.
14The resha'im have drawn out the cherev,
and have bent their keshet,
to cast down the oni (poor) and evyon (needy),
and to slay such as be yishrei derech
(upright ones on the road, that walk uprightly).
15Their cherev shall enter into their own lev,
and their keshatot (bows) shall be broken.
16A little that a tzaddik hath
is better than the riches of resha'im rabbim.
17For the zero'ot (arms, powers) of the resha'im shall be broken;
but HASHEM upholdeth the tzaddikim.
18HASHEM knoweth the yamim of the temimim (blameless ones);
and their nachalah (inheritance) shall be l'olam (forever).
19They shall not be put to shame in time of evil;
and in the days of famine yisba'u (they shall be satisfied, enjoy plenty).
20But the resha'im shall perish,
and the oyvei HASHEM(enemies of HASHEM)
shall be like the glory of themeadows;
they shall disappear like ashan (smoke), they shall vanish.
21The rasha borroweth, and repayeth not;
but the tzaddik showeth chonen (generosity), and giveth.
22For such as be blessed of Him shall inherit Eretz;
and they that be cursed of Him shall be cut off.
23The steps of a gever (man) konanu (are ordered, made firm) by HASHEM
and He delighteth in his derech.
24Though he stumble, he shall not utterly fall;
for HASHEM upholdeth himwith His yad (hand, power).
25 I have been na'ar (young),
and now am old; yet I have not seen the tzaddik forsaken,
nor his zera begging lechem.
26He is ever chonen (generous, merciful),† and lendeth;
and his zera is blessed.
27Depart from rah, and do tov;
and dwell l'olam (for evermore).
28For HASHEM lovethmishpat,
and forsaketh not His chasidim;
they are preserved l'olam;
but the zera resha'im shall be cut off.
29The tzaddikim shall inherit Eretz,
and dwell therein forever.
30Themouth of the tzaddik speaketh chochmah,
and his leshon utterethmishpat.

* 37:11 See Ps 119:165 † 37:26 See verse 21
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31The torat Elohav is in his lev;
no steps of his shall slip.
32The rashah lieth in wait to ambush the tzaddik,
and seeketh to slay him.
33HASHEMwill not leave him in his yad (hand, power),
nor condemn him b'hishshafto (when he is judged, brought to trial).
34Wait on HASHEM, and be shomer over His Derech,
and He shall exalt thee to inherit Eretz;
when the resha'im are cut off, thou shalt see it.
35 I have seen the violently powerful rashah,
spreading himself like an indigenous green tree.
36Yet he passed away,
and, hinei, he was nomore;
yes, I sought him,
but he could not be found.
37Mark the blameless man, and observe the yashar (upright);
for the end of that ish is shalom.
38But the poshe'im (rebels, transgressors) shall be made shmad together;
the latter end‡ of the resha'im shall be cut off.
39But the Teshu'at Tzaddikim is of HASHEM;
He is their ma'oz (stronghold, refuge) in the time of tzoros.
40And HASHEM helps them, and delivers them;
He shall deliver them from the resha'im, and save them,
because they take refuge in Him.

38
1 (Mizmor Dovid. For thememorial portion of themincha)
2HASHEM, rebukeme not in Thy wrath;
neither chastenme in Thy hot displeasure.
3For Thine khitzim (arrows) pierce me,
and Thy Yad presseth uponme.
4There is no health inmy basar
because of Thine anger;
neither is there any shalom inmy atzmot
because of my chattat.
5Formine avonot (iniquities) are gone over mine head;
as a weighty massa (burden) they are too heavy for me.
6My chaburot (wounds) are foul and festering
because of mywicked folly.
7 I am bent down;
I am brought low adme'od; I go about mourning all day long.
8Formy loins are filled with burning;
and there is no health inmy basar.
9 I am feeble and broken adme'od;
I have groaned by reason of the disquietness of my lev.
10Adonoi, all my ta'avah (desire, longing) is before Thee;
andmy groaning is not hid from Thee.
11My lev panteth,
my ko'ach faileth me;
as for the ohr of mine eyes,
it also is gone fromme.
12My loved ones andmy re'a
stand aloof frommy nega;*
andmy neighbors stand afar off.

‡ 37:38 i.e., future * 38:12 See Isa 53:8 onMoshiachʼs nega



TEHILLIM 38:13 587 TEHILLIM 39:12

13They also that seek after my nefesh lay snares for me;
and they that seekmy hurt speak of ruin,
and plot mirmot (deceptions, deceits) all the day long.
14But I, like a cheresh (deaf man), heard not;
and I was like amute that openeth not his mouth.
15Thus I was like an ish that heareth not,
and in whosemouth are no tokhachot (reproofs).
16For I wait for Thee, HASHEM;
Thouwilt hear, Adonoi Elohai.
17For I said,
Hear me, lest otherwise they should gloat over me;
whenmy regel slippeth,
theymagnify themselves against me.
18For I am ready to fall,
andmy sorrow is before me tamid.
19For I will declare mine avon;
I will be in anguish over my chattat.
20But mine oveyim are chayyim (vigorous), and they are strong;
and they that hate me sheker (wrongfully) aremultiplied.
21They also that repay ra'ah for tovah aremine adversaries;
because I pursue the thing that is tov.
22Forsakeme not, HASHEM Elohai;
be not far fromme.
23Make haste to help me,
Adonoi Teshuati (L-rd of my salvation).

39
1 (For the one directing, even to Yedutun. Mizmor Dovid)
2 I said, I will be shomer over myways,
that I sin not withmy leshon;
I will be shomer over mymouth with amuzzle,
while the rashah is before me.
3 I was dumbwith silence,
I held my peace for the sake of tov;
andmy distress grew severe.
4My lev became hot withinme;
while I wasmusing the eish burned;
then I spoke withmy leshon:
5HASHEM, makeme to knowmine end,
and themeasure of my yamim, what it is;
that I may have da'as of how chadel (fleeting, frail) I am.
6Hinei, Thou hast mademy yamim as a handbreadth,
andmine lifespan is as nothing before Thee;
verily kol adam stand as kol hevel (altogether vanity).

Selah
7 Surely every ish walketh in a tzel (shadow);
surely they are in turmoil in vain;
he heapeth up riches, and hath no da'as of who shall gather them.
8And now, Adonoi, what do I wait for?
My hope is in Thee.
9 Saveme from all my peysha'im;
makeme not the reproach of the foolish.
10 I was silent, I opened not mymouth;
because Atah (Thou) did it.
11Remove Thy nega (stroke, scourge) away fromme;
I am consumed by the blow of Thine yad.
12When Thouwith rebukes dost correct man for avon (iniquity),
Thoumakest his beauty to consume away like amoth:
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surely kol adam are hevel (vanity).
Selah

13Hearmy tefillah, HASHEM, and give ear untomy cry;
hold not Thy peace at myweeping;
for I am a ger with Thee,
and a sojourner, as were all my Avot.
14O spareme from Thy frown, that I may recover strength,
before I depart, v'eineni (and I be nomore).*

40
1 (For the one directing, Of Dovid. Mizmor)
2 I waited patiently for HASHEM;
and He inclined untome,
and heardmy cry.
3HASHEM brought me up also out of a horrible pit,
out of themiry clay,
and set my feet upon a rock,
and establishedmy goings.
4And He hath put a shir chadash inmymouth,
even tehillah (hymn of praise) unto Eloheinu;
many shall see it, and fear,
and shall trust in HASHEM.
5Ashrei is that man that maketh HASHEM his trust,
and looketh not to the proud ones,
nor such as turn aside to lies (false g-ds).
6Many, O HASHEM Elohai,
are Thy wonderful works which Thou hast done,
and Thy thoughts which are to us-ward;
they cannot be recounted unto Thee;
if I would declare and speak of them,
they aremore than can be numbered.
7Zevach andminchah Thou didst not desire;
mine ears hast Thou pierced;*
olah (burnt offering) and chata'ah (sin offering) hast Thou not required.
8Then said I, Hinei, I come;
in themegillat sefer it is written of me,†
9 I delight to do Thy will, O Elohai;
yea, Thy torah is withinmy heart.
10 I have preached tzedek in the kahal rav (great congregation);
hinei, I have not restrainedmy lips,
O HASHEM, Thou knowest.
11 I have not hid thy tzedek withinmy lev;
I have declared Thy emunah (faithfulness) and Thy teshuah (salvation);
I have not concealed Thy chesed
and Thy emes from the kahal rav.
12Withhold not Thou thy rachamim fromme, O HASHEM;
let Thy chesed and Thy emes continually preserveme.
13For innumerable evils have compassedme about;
mine avonot (iniquities) have overtakenme,
so that I am not able to look up;
they aremore than the hairs of mine head;
therefore my lev faileth me.
14Be pleased, O HASHEM, to deliver me;
O HASHEM, make haste to help me.

* 39:14 T.N. Animal sacrifices cannot take away sin; they are only a shadowof the korban nefesh ofMoshiach. See Ps 40
andMJ chp 10; Isa 53:10. * 40:7 cf Ps 22:17 † 40:8 cf MJ 10:5-7
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15Let them be ashamed andmutually confounded
that seek after my nefesh to destroy it;
let them be driven backward and put to shame
that wishme evil.
16Let them be appalled because of their boshet (shame)
that say untome, Aha, aha.
17Let all those that seek Thee
rejoice and be glad in Thee;
let such as love Thy teshuah say continually:
HASHEM bemagnified!
18But I am poor and needy;
yet Adonoi thinketh uponme;
Thou art my ezer andmy deliverer;
make no tarrying, O Elohai.

41
1 (For the one directing, Mizmor of Dovid)
2Blessed is he that considereth the helpless;
HASHEMwill deliver him in time of ra'ah (evil, trouble).
3HASHEMwill be shomer over him, and keep him alive;
and he shall be blessed in ha'aretz;
and Thouwilt not surrender him
unto the desire of his enemies.
4HASHEMwill support him upon the sickbed;
in his illness, all his bedridden languishing Thouwilt change.*

5 I said, HASHEM, channeni (be gracious untome);
heal my nefesh; for I have sinned against Thee.
6Mine enemies speak rah (evil) of me:
Whenwill he die, and shmo (his name) perish?
7And if one cometh to see me, he speaketh falsely;
his lev gathereth wickedness to itself;
when he goeth lachutz (outside, around) he telleth it.
8All that hate mewhisper together against me;
against me do they devise my hurt.
9A thing of beliya'al (a wicked fate),† say they, cleaveth fast unto him,
that when he lieth he shall rise up nomore.
10Yea, mine own ish shalom (familiar friend, close friend), in whom I trusted,
which did eat of my lechem, hath lifted up his heel‡ against me.§
11But Thou, O HASHEM, channeni (be gracious, merciful untome),
and raise me up, that I may repay them.
12By this I know that Thou favorest me,
becausemine enemy doth not triumph over me.
13And as for me, Thou upholdest me inmine integrity,
and settest me before Thy face l'olam (forever).
14Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel
m'haolam v'ad haolam.
Omein and Omein.

42
1 (For the one directing, Maskil, for the Bnei Korach)
2As the deer panteth after the water brooks,
so pantethmy nefesh after Thee, O Elohim.
3My nefesh thirsteth for Elohim,
for El Chai.
When shall I come and appear before Elohim?*

* 41:4 i.e., toward recovery † 41:9 i.e., a terminal illness ‡ 41:10 i.e., deceitfully showed enmity § 41:10 See

Yn 13:18 * 42:3 in the Beis Hamikdash
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4My tears have beenmy lechem yomam valailah,
while they continually say untome,
Where is Eloheicha?
5When I remember these things,
I pour out my nefesh withinme;
for I had gone with themultitude,
I went with them to the Beis Elohim
with the voice of rinnah and todah,
with themultitude keeping Chag (holy day, pilgrim feast).
6Why art thou cast down, Omy nefesh?
Andwhy groanest thou†withinme?
Hope thou in‡ Elohim; for I shall yet give Him thanks,
for He is the yeshu'ah (salvation) of my countenance and Elohai.
7My nefesh is cast downwithinme;
therefore will I remember Thee
from Eretz Yarden, and from Chermonʼs peaks,
fromHarMitzar.§
8Tehom el Tehom ([oceanic] deep unto [oceanic] deep) calleth
at the noise of Thy waterfalls;
all Thy breakers and Thy billows
are passed over me.
9Yet HASHEMwill command His chesed by day,
and in the night His shir (song) shall be withme,
my tefillah (prayer) unto the El Chayyai (G-d of my life).
10 I will say unto El Sali (G-dmy Rock),
Why hast Thou forgottenme?
Why go I mourning
because of the oppression of the oyev (enemy)?*
11As with the crushing of my atzamot (bones),
mine tzorer (vexers, harassers) reproachme;
while they say all day long untome,
Where is Eloheicha?
12Why art thou cast down, Omy nefesh?
Andwhy art thou disquieted withinme?
Hope thou in (wait for) Elohim;
for I shall yet give Him thanks,
for He is the yeshu'ah (salvation) of my countenance and Elohai.

43
1Vindicate me, O Elohim,
and pleadmy cause against a nation lo chasid;
O deliver me from the ishmirmah v'avlah
(deceitful and unjust man).
2For Thou art the Elohei Ma'oz of me.
Why dost Thou cast me off?
Whymust I gomourning
because of the oppression of the oyev?
3O send out Thy Ohr and Thy Emes;
let them guideme;
let them bringme unto Thy Har Kodesh,
and to ThyMishkan.
4Thenwill I go unto theMizbe'ach of Elohim,
unto El my exceeding joy;
yea, upon the kinnor will I praise Thee,

† 42:6 i.e., murmuring in discouragement ‡ 42:6 i.e., wait for § 42:7mountain nearMt Chermon * 42:10Mt
27:46
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O Elohim Elohai.
5Why art thou cast down, Omy nefesh?
Andwhy art thou disquieted withinme?
Hope in Elohim; for I shall yet praise Him,
Who is the Yeshu'ot of my countenance, and Elohai.

44
1 (For the one directing. Of the Bnei Korach. Amaskil)
2We have heard with our oznayim, O Elohim,
Avoteinu have told us,
what po'al (work) Thou hast wrought in their days,
in the times of old.
3How Thou didst drive out the Goyimwith Thy Yad,
but plantedst them;
how Thou didst afflict the peoples,
but for them Thoumadest room.
4For they got not eretz in possession by their own cherev,
neither did their own zero'a save them,
but Thy Yamin (Right Hand), and Thine Zero'a,
and the ohr (light) of Thy countenance,
because Thou favored them.
5Thou art myMelech, O Elohim;
command yeshu'ot (deliverances) for Ya'akov.
6Through Thee will we push down our enemies;
through Thy Shemwill we trample them under that rise up against us.
7For I will not trust in my keshet (bow),
neither shall my cherev saveme.
8But Thou hast saved us from tzareinu (our enemies),
and hast put them to shame that hated us.
9 In Elohimwe boast kol hayom,
and praise Thy Shem l'olam (forever).

Selah
10But Thou hast cast off, and disgraced us;
and goest not forth with tzivoteinu (our armies).
11Thoumakest us to turn back from before the tzar (enemy);
and they which hate us have taken plunder for themselves.
12Thou hast given us up like tzon appointed for food;
and hast scattered us among the Goyim.
13Thou sellest Amecha (Thy People) for a mere nothing,
and art not enriched by their price.
14Thoumakest us a cherpah (reproach) to our shchenim (neighbors),
a scorn and a derision to them that are all around us.
15Thoumakest us amashal (byword) among the Goyim,
a shaking of the rosh among the peoples.
16Kol hayommy dishonor is continually before me,
and the shame of my face hath coveredme,
17At the voice of him that reproacheth and revileth;
by reason of the oyev (enemy) and avenger.
18All this is come upon us;
yet have we not forgotten Thee,
neither have we dealt falsely in Thy Brit.
19Libenu (our heart) is not turned back,
neither have our steps departed from Thyway;
20Though Thou hast crushed us in themakom (place, home, haunt) of jackals,
and covered us with the tzalmavet (shadow of death).
21 If we have forgotten the Shem of Eloheinu,
or stretched out our palms* to an el zar (foreign g-d);

* 44:21 in worship
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22 Shall not Elohim search this out?
For He knoweth the secrets of the lev.
23Yes, for Thy sake are we killed kol hayom;
we are counted as tzon (sheep) for the tivchah (slaughter).
24Awake. Why sleepest Thou, Adonoi?
Arise, cast us not off lanetzach (forever).
25Why hidest Thou Thy face,
and forgettest our oni (misery, affliction) and our oppression?
26For our nefesh is bowed down to the aphar (dust);
our beten (belly, body) has deveykus with the dirt.
27Arise for our help,
and redeem us for the sake of Thy chesed.

45
1 (For the one directing upon Shoshannim, for the Bnei Korach. A Maskil. Shir yedidot [a
love song])
2My lev is stirred with davar tov;
I speakmy verses to HaMelech;
my leshon (tongue) is the et (pen, stylus)
of a sofer mahir (ready scribe, skillful writer).
3Thou art fairer than Bnei Adam;
chen (grace, favor) is poured upon Thy sfatayim (lips);
therefore Elohim hath blessed Thee l'olam.*
4Gird Thy cherev upon Thy side, O Gibbor,†
with Thy hod (glory, splendor) and Thy hadar (majesty).
5And in Thy hadar (majesty) ride forth victoriously
for the sake of emes and anavah and tzedek;
and Thy Yamin (Right Hand) shall guide Thee to nora'ot (things of awe).
6Thine khitzim (arrows) are sharp
in the lev oyvei HaMelech (in the heart of the Kingʼs enemies);
the Amim (nations) fall under Thee.
7Thy kisse (throne), O Elohim,
is olam va'ed;
the shevet (sceptre) of ThyMalchut
is a shevet of uprightness.
8Thou lovest tzedek, and hatest resha;
therefore Elohim, Eloheicha, hath anointed Thee
with shemen sasson (the oil of gladness) above Thy chaverim.
9All Thy robes smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia;
out of ivory heikhalim, stringed instruments havemade Thee glad.
10Banot Melachimwere among Thy ladies of honor;
upon Thy Yamin (Right Hand)
is stationed the Shegal (Queen consort, spouse of the reigningmonarch)
in golden jewelry of Ophir.
11Pay heed, O Bat (daughter), and consider, and incline thine ear;
forget also thine own people, and thy Bais Avi;
12Then shall HaMelech be enthralled with thy beauty;
since He is thy Adon, hishtachavi lo (bow toHim).
13And the Bat Tzor (Tyre) shall be there with aminchah (gift);
even the ashirim (rich ones) among the people shall entreat thy favor.
14The Bat Melech is all glorious within;
her clothing is zahav embroidered.
15 She shall be brought unto HaMelech in woven apparel;
the betulot (virgins), her companions that follow her, shall be brought unto Thee.
16With simchah and gladness shall they be led forth;

* 45:3 T.N. The coming Messianic King is called Elohim Ps 45:6 [7] just as this coming personage is called El Gibbor in
Isa 9:5; see MJ 1:8; The Targumist renders Ps 45:2 [3] as a reference to Moshiach. † 45:4 See Isa 9:6 [5]
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they shall enter into the Heikhal Melech.
17 Instead of thy avot shall be thy sons,
whom thoumayest make sarim (princes) in kol ha'aretz.
18 I will make Thy Shem to be remembered kol dor vador;
therefore shall the Amim (nations) praise Thee l'olam va'ed.

46
1 (For the one directing. Of the Bnei Korach. Al-alamot.* Shir)
2Elohim is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in tzoros.
3Therefore wewill not fear,
though eretz be shaken,
and though the harim (mountains) fall
into the lev yamim (heart of the seas);
4Though themayim thereof roar and be troubled,
though the harim shake with the surging thereof.

Selah
5There is a nahar (river), the streams whereof shall make glad the Ir Elohim,
the KedoshMishkenei Elyon (the holy dwelling of theMost High).
6Elohim is in themidst of it;† it shall not bemoved;
Elohim shall help it at early boker.
7The Goyim raged, the kingdoms totter;
He uttered His voice, eretz melted.
8HASHEM Tzva'os is with us;
Elohei Ya'akov is our stronghold.

Selah
9Come, behold the works of HASHEM,
what desolations He hathmade in ha'aretz.
10Hemakethmilchamot to cease unto the end of ha'aretz;
He breaketh the keshet (bow), and cutteth the khanit (spear);
He burneth the chariots in the eish.
11Be still, and know that I am Elohim:
I will be exalted among the Goyim,
I will be exalted in ha'aretz.
12HASHEM Tzva'os is with us;
Elohei Ya'akov is our stronghold.

Selah

47
1 (For the one directing. Of the Bnei Korach. AMizmor)
2O clap your hands, all ye nations;
shout unto Elohimwith the voice of joy.
3For HASHEM Elyon is awesome;
He is Melech Gadol over kol ha'aretz.
4He shall subdue the peoples under us,
and the nations under our raglayim.
5He shall choose nachalateinu for us,
the ga'on Ya'akov (pride, glory of Jacob)whomHe loves.

Selah
6Elohim is ascended with a shout of joy,
HASHEMwith the sound of a shofar.
7 Sing praises to Elohim, sing praises;
sing praises unto Malkeinu, sing praises.
8ForMelech kol ha'aretz is He;
sing ye praises with understanding.
9Elohim reigneth over the Goyim;

* 46:1 after themanner of virgins, i.e., in the treble † 46:6 i.e., the Ir Elohim
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Elohim sitteth upon the Kisse Kadsho.
10The princes of the nations are gathered together,
even the Am Elohei Avraham;
for themoginei Eretz (shields of the Earth) belong unto Elohim;
He is greatly exalted.

48
1 (Shir. Mizmor. Of the Bnei Korach)
2Gadol is HASHEM,
and greatly to be praised in the Ir Eloheinu,
in His Har Kodesh.
3Yafeh in its loftiness, the joy of kol ha'aretz,
is Mount Tziyon, on the sides of the north,
the City of Melech Rav.
4Elohim is in her citadels,
known as her fortress.
5For, hinei, the melachimwere assembled,
they advanced together.
6They saw, and ken (thus) theymarvelled;
they were troubled, and fled.
7Trembling took hold upon them sham (there),
and pain, as of a woman in labor.
8Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish
with an east wind.
9As we have heard, so have we seen
in the Ir HASHEM Tzva'os,
in the Ir Eloheinu;
Elohimwill establish it ad olam.

Selah
10Wemeditate on Thy chesed, O Elohim,
in themidst of Thy Heikhal.
11According to Thy Shem, O Elohim,
so is Thy tehillah unto the ends of ha'aretz;
Thy right hand is full of tzedek.
12Let Mount Tziyon rejoice,
let the Banot Yehudah (Daughters of Judah) be glad,
because of Thymishpatim.
13Walk about Tziyon, and go around her;
count the towers thereof.
14Mark ye well her ramparts,
consider her citadels;
that ye may tell it to the dor acharon.
15For this Elohim is Eloheinu olam vaed;
He will be our guide even unto death.*

49
1 (For the one directing. AMizmor for the Bnei Korach)
2Hear this, kol HaAmim;
give ear, all ye inhabitants of the cheled (world, duration):
3Bnei Adam and bnei ish,
ashir (rich) and evyon (poor) alike,
4Mymouth shall speak chochmot;
and themeditation of my lev tevunot (understanding).
5 I will incline mine ear to amashal;
I will disclose my dark saying upon the kinnor (harp).
6Why should I fear in the days of rah,

* 48:15T.N. Notice Ps 49:8-9 [9-10], which tellswhyMoshiach cannot be amereman, inwhich case he could not redeem
another, or be HASHEMʼs Isa 53 redemption lamb or the Isa 53 sa'ir l'azazel kapporah.
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when the avon (iniquity) of my akev (supplanters, deceivers) surroundsme?
7They that trust in their chayil (wealth),
and boast themselves in the rov of their oshir (riches);
8A brother cannot by anymeans redeem ish (man),
nor give to Elohim a kofer (ransom) for him—
9For the pidyon* of their nefesh is costly,
and is forever beyond their power to pay—
10That he should live on lanetzach,
and not see shachat (corruption, decay, the pit).†

11For he seeth that chachamim die,
likewise the kesil (foolish) and the ba'ar (brutish, senseless person, dolt) perish,
and leave their chayil (wealth) to others.
12Their inward thought is
that their batim (houses) shall continue l'olam,
and their mishkenot (dwelling places) l'odor vador;
they call their lands by their shmot (names).
13Nevertheless adam in his pomp endureth not;
he is like the behemot (beasts) that perish.

14This is their derech, kesel (folly, imprudent confidence) is theirs;
and the fate after them of those who approve their words.

Selah
15Like tzon they are destined for She'ol;
mavet shall pasture them;
and the yesharim (upright ones) shall have dominion over them in the boker;
and their tzir (form) shall waste away to Sheol,
so there is no dwelling place for it.
16But Elohimwill redeemmy nefesh from the yad (hand, power) of Sheol;
for He shall receive me.

Selah

17Be not thou afraid when one is made an ish oishir,
when the kavod of his bais is increased;
18For in his mot (death), he shall carry nothing away;
his kavod (glory, wealth) shall not descend after him.
19Though his nefesh during his life yevarech (he blessed)—
for they praise thee when thou doest well for thyself—
20He shall go to the dor (generation) of his avot;
they shall never see ohr (light).
21Adam that is in his pomp, and understandeth not,
is like the behemot (beasts) that perish.

50
1 (Mizmor of Asaph)
[1] El Elohim, even HASHEM, hath spoken, and called Eretz
from themizrach shemesh (rising of sun) unto the going down thereof.
2Out of Tziyon, the perfection of yofi,
Elohim shineth forth.

3Eloheinu shall come, and shall not keep silent;
an eish shall devour before Him,
and it shall be tempestuous me'od round about Him.
4He shall summon Shomayim from above,
and ha'aretz, that Hemay judge His people.
5Gather My chasidim together unto Me;
those that have cut a Brit (covenant)withMe by zevach (blood sacrifice).*
6And Shomayim shall declare His tzedek;
for Elohim Shofet hu.

Selah

* 49:9 ransom † 49:10 cf Psa16:10 * 50:5 cf Gn 4:5 on the true Jewish religion
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7Hear, OMy people, and I will speak;
O Yisroel, and I will testify against thee;
I am Elohim, even Eloheicha.
8 I will not reprove thee for thy zevakhim.
And thy olot are before Me tamid.
9 I will accept no par (bull) from thy bais,
nor he-goats out of thy folds.
10For every beast of the ya'ar (forest) is Mine,
and the behemot upon a thousand hills.
11 I know kol oph (every bird) of the harim;
and the animals of the wild are Mine.
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee;
for the tevel is Mine, and the fulness thereof.
13Will I eat the basar of bulls,
or drink the dahm of goats?
14 Sacrifice unto Elohim todah;
and pay thy nedarim (vows, pledges) unto Elyon;
15And call uponMe in the Yom Tzarah;
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me.
16But unto the rasha, Elohim saith,
What right hast thou to declare My chukkot,
or that thou shouldest takeMy Brit in thymouth?
17 Seeing thou hatest musar (correction),
and casteth My devarim behind thee.
18When thou sawest a ganav (thief),
then thou consentedst with him,
and hast taken thy chelek (lot)withmena'afim (adulterers).
19Thou lettest loose thymouth to ra'ah,
and thy leshon framethmirmah (deceit).
20Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother;
thou slanderest thine own ben immecha.
21These things hast thou done, and I kept silent;
thou thoughtest that I was altogether like thee;
but I will reprove thee, and set the charge before thine eyes.
22Now consider this, ye that forget Elo'ah (G-d),
lest I tear you to pieces, and there be none to rescue.
23Whoso offereth todah glorifiethMe;
and to him that ordereth his derech aright
will I show the Salvation of Elohim.

51
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid.
2When Natan HaNavi confronted him after he went into Bat-Sheva)*
3Havemercy uponme, O Elohim, according to Thy chesed;
according unto the multitude of Thy rachamim blot out my peysha'im (transgressions,

rebellions).
4Washme thoroughly frommine avon (iniquity),
and cleanseme frommy chattat (sin).
5For I acknowledgemy peysha'im (transgressions, rebellions);
andmy chattat (sin) is ever before me.
6Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned,
and done the rah in Thy sight;
that Thoumightest be found just when Thou speakest,
and be blameless when Thou judgest.
7 Surely, I was brought forth in avon;
and in chet did immi conceive me.†

* 51:2 2Sm 11:2 † 51:7 i.e., I was a sinner from conception
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8 Surely Thou desirest emes in the inward parts;
and in the inmost place Thou shalt makeme to know chochmah.
9Purgemewith ezov (hyssop),
and I shall be tahor;
washme,
and I shall be whiter than sheleg (snow).
10Makeme to hear sasson and simchah;
that the atzmot which Thou hast brokenmay rejoice.
11Hide Thy face frommy chatta'im,
and blot out all mine avonot.
12Bara‡ in me a lev tahor, O Elohim;
and renew a ruach nekhon (steadfast spirit)§ withinme.
13Cast me not away from Thy presence;
and take not Thy Ruach Hakodesh fromme.
14Restore untome the sasson of Thy salvation;
and upholdmewith a ruach nedivah (a willing spirit).*

15Thenwill I teach poshe'im (transgressors) Thy drakhim;
and chatta'im (sinners) shall be converted† unto Thee.
16 Saveme from damim (bloodguiltiness),
O Elohim, Thou Elohei Teshuati;
andmy leshon shall sing aloud of Thy tzedakah.
17Adonoi, open Thoumy lips;
andmymouth shall show forth Thy tehillah (praise).
18For Thou desirest not zevach (sacrifice);
else would I give it; Thou delightest not in olah (burnt offering).
19The zivkhei Elohim are a ruach nishbarah (broken spirit);
a broken and contrite lev, O Elohim, Thouwilt not despise.
20Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Tziyon;
build Thou the chomot Yerushalayim.
21 Then shalt Thou be pleased with zivkhei tzedek (true sacrifices, sacrifices of righteous-

ness),
with olah (burnt offering) andwhole burnt offering;
then shall they offer parim (bulls) upon ThineMizbe'ach.‡

52
1 (For the one directing. Amaskil of Dovid.
2WhenDo'egHaAdomi [theEdomite]went to Sha'ul and said to him, Dovidhas gone toBais
Achimelech)
3Why boastest thou thyself in ra'ah, O gibbor?
The chesed El is kol hayom.
4The leshon (tongue) deviseth treachery;
like a sharp ta'ar (razor), working remiyyah (deceit).
5Thou lovest rahmore than tov;
and sheker rather than to speak tzedek.

Selah
6Thou lovest all devouring words,
O thou leshonmirmah (deceitful tongue).
7El shall likewise demolish thee for netzach (eternity),
He shall break thee, and pluck thee out of thy ohel,
and uproot thee out of the Eretz Chayyim.

Selah
8The tzaddikim also shall see, and fear,
and shall laugh at him:
9Hinei, this is the gever (man) that made not Elohim his ma'oz;

‡ 51:12Gn 1:1 § 51:12 i.e., regeneration Ezek 36:26; Yn 3:3,6 * 51:14 See Jer 31:31-34 † 51:15 have a spiritual
turnaround; see Isa 6:10 ‡ 51:21 T.N. This Psalm, Ps 51, teaches the doctrine of Chet Kadmon from which comes the
seminal corrupting human condition necessitating hitkhadshut for all fallen Bnei Adam
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but trusted in the abundance of his osher (riches),
and strengthened himself in his treachery.
10But I am like a green zayit (olive tree)
in the Beis Elohim;
I trust in the chesed Elohim olam va'ed.
11 I will give Thee thanks l'olam, because Thou hast done it;
and I will wait on Shimecha;
for it is tov before Thy chasidim.

53
1 (For the one directing. According to ma'alot. Maskil of Dovid)
2The naval (fool) hath said in his lev, Ein Elohim (There is no G-d).
Corrupt are they, and they do abominable iniquity;
there is none that doeth tov.
3Elohim looked down from Shomayim upon Bnei Adam,
to see if there were any of seichel, that did seek Elohim.
4Every one of them has fallen away; they are altogether perverse;
there is none that doeth tov, no, not echad (one).
5Have the workers of iniquity no da'as?
Who eat upMy people as they eat lechem;
they have not called upon Elohim.
6There were they in great pachad (fear), pachad such as never was;
for Elohim hath scattered the atzmot of him that encampeth against thee;
thou* hast put them to shame, because Elohim hath rejected them.
7Oh that the Yeshu'at Yisroel would come out of Tziyon!
When Elohim bringeth back the captivity of Amo (His people),
Ya'akov shall rejoice,
and Yisroel shall be glad.

54
1 (For the director. With stringed instruments. Amaskil. For Dovid,
2when the Ziphim came and said to Sha'ul, Dovid is in hiding among us)
3Hoshieini (saveme), O Elohim, by Shimecha,
and vindicate me by Thy gevurah (might, power).
4Hearmy tefillah, O Elohim;
give ear to the words of mymouth.
5For zarim (strangers) are risen up against me,
and oppressors seek after my nefesh;
they have not set Elohim before them.

Selah
6Hinei, Elohim is mine Ozer (helper);
Adonoi is with them that upholdmy nefesh.
7He shall recompense the rah (evil) untomine enemies;
in Thy emes cut them off.
8 I will sacrifice a nedavah (freewill offering) unto Thee;
I will praise Shimecha, HASHEM; for it is tov (good).
9For He hath deliveredme out of all my tzoros;
andmine eye hath looked in triumph uponmine oyevim (enemies.)

55
1 (For the one directing. With Neginos. Maskil of Dovid)
2Give ear to my tefillah, O Elohim;
and veil not Thyself frommy techinnah (supplication).
3Attend untome, and hear me;
I wander restlessly in my si'ach (anxiety), and aloud I groan;
4Because of the voice of the oyev (enemy),

* 53:6 Yisroel
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because of the oppression of the rasha (evildoer);
for they cast aven (iniquity) uponme,
and in af (wrath, anger) cherish their malice against me.
5My lev writhes withinme;
and the terrors of mavet are fallen uponme.
6Yirah va'ra'ad (fear and trembling) are come uponme,
and pallatzut (horror, shuddering) overwhelmedme.
7And I said, Oh that I had wings like a yonah!
For then would I fly away and be at rest.
8Hinei, then would I flee far off
and lodge in themidbar.

Selah
9 I would hasten to my place of shelter
from the ruach so'ah (wind of the tempest) and storm.
10Destroy, Adonoi, and confuse their leshon;
for I see chamas (violence) and riv (strife) in the Ir (city).*
11Yomam and lailah they go about her† upon the chomot thereof;
aven also and amal are in themidst of her.‡
12Ruin is in themidst thereof;
oppression andmirmah (guile, fraud, deceit) depart not from her rechov.
13For it was not an oyev (enemy) that reproachedme;
then I could bear it;
neither was it he that had sinah (hatred) for me that did exalt himself against me;
then I could have hidmyself from him;
14But it was thou, an enosh (aman) equally,§
my aluf (intimate, friend), andme'yuda'i (deep acquaintance, familiar friend).*
15Together we took sweet sod (intimate conversation, fellowship, counsel),
and walked unto the Beis Elohimwith the throng.
16Let mavet seize upon them,
and let them go down chayyim into Sheol;
for ra'ot (evils) are in their dwellings, and among them.
17As for me, I will call upon Elohim;
and HASHEM shall saveme.
18Erev, and boker, and at tzohorayim (noon),
will I pray, and cry aloud;
and He shall hear my kol (voice).
19He hath redeemedmy nefesh in shalom
from the battle that was against me;
for there were rabbim against me.
20El (G-d) shall hear, and afflict them,
even He that abideth kedem (of old, forever).

Selah
Because they do not change,
therefore they fear not Elohim.
21He† hath laid his hands on such
as are at shalomwith him;
he hath broken his Brit.
22The words of his mouth were smoother than butter,
but war was in his lev;
his devarimwere softer than shemen,
yet they were drawn swords.
23Cast thy burden upon HASHEM,
and He shall sustain thee;
He shall never suffer the tzaddik to bemoved.

* 55:10 i.e., Jerusalem † 55:11 Yerushalayim ‡ 55:11 Yerushalayim § 55:14 valued with myself * 55:14
See Ps 41:9 † 55:21 the faithless friend of verse 13-14
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24But Thou, O Elohim, shalt bring them down into the pit of shachat;
anshei damim umirmah (bloody and deceitful men)
shall not live out half their yamim;
but I will trust in Thee.

56
1 (For the director. Set to The Silent, Distant Yonah. Of Dovid. A mikhtam — when the
Pelishtim seized him in Gat)
2Channeni (bemerciful) untome, O Elohim:
for enosh (man) tramples uponme;
kol hayom they press their attack against me.
3Mine adversaries kol hayom trample me;
for they be rabbim that fight against me, Marom (Most High).
4What time I am afraid,
I will trust in Thee.
5 In Elohim I will praise HisWord.*
In Elohim I have put my trust;
I will not fear
what basar can do untome.
6Kol hayom they twist mywords;
all their machsh'vot (thoughts) are against me for rah (evil).
7They gather themselves together, they hide themselves,
they are shomer over my steps,
when they wait for my nefesh.
8 Shall they escape by iniquity?
In Thine anger cast down the amim (peoples), O Elohim.
9Thou hast acted as a sofer, recordingmywanderings;
put Thoumy tears into Thy wineskin;
are they not in Thy Sefer (Book)?
10On the day when I cry unto Thee,
then shall mine oyevim turn back;
of this I have da'as; for Elohim is for me.†
11 In Elohimwill I praise HisWord;
in HASHEMwill I praise HisWord.‡
12 In Elohim have I put my trust;
I will not be afraid.
What can adam do untome?
13Thy nederim are uponme, O Elohim;
I will render todot (thank offerings) unto Thee.
14For Thou hast deliveredmy nefesh frommavet (death).
Wilt not Thou deliver my feet from stumblimg,
that I may walk before Elohim
in the Ohr HaChayyim (the light of the living)?

57
1 (For the one directing. Set to Do Not Destroy. Mikhtam of Dovid, when he had fled from
Sha'ul into theme'arah [cave])
2Channeni, O Elohim, channeni;
for my nefesh taketh refuge in Thee;
yes, in the tzel (shadow) of Thy wings will I makemy refuge,
until these devastations pass by.
3 I will cry out unto Elohim Elyon;
unto El that fulfilleth all things for me.
4He shall send from Shomayim,
and saveme from the disgrace of him that would swallowme up.

Selah
Elohim shall send forth His chesed (lovingkindness) and His emes (truth).
5My nefesh is among lions,

* 56:5 See Yn 1:1,14 † 56:10 Ro 8:31 ‡ 56:11 Yn 1:1; Prov 30:4; Ps 33:6; Prov 8:30
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and I lie even among them that devour Bnei Adam,
whose shinayim (teeth) are spears and khitzim (arrows),
and their leshon a sharp cherev.
6Be Thou exalted, O Elohim, above Shomayim;
let Thy kavod be above kol ha'aretz.
7They have prepared a reshet (net) for my steps;
my nefesh is bowed down;
they have dug a pit before me,
into themidst whereof they are fallen themselves.

Selah
8My lev is nachon (steadfast), O Elohim, my lev is nachon;
I will sing andmakemusic.
9Awake, my kavod (glory, soul, life);
awake, nevel and kinnor;
I myself will awake the shachar (dawn).
10 I will give thanks unto Thee, Adonoi, among the peoples;
I will sing of Thee among the peoples.
11For Thy chesed is gadol unto Shomayim,
and Thy emes unto the heights.
12Be Thou exalted, O Elohim, above Shomayim;
let Thy kavod be above kol ha'aretz (all the earth).

58
1 (For the one directing. Set to Do Not Destroy. Mikhtam Dovid)
2Do ye indeed decree tzedek, O elim (g-ds, g-dlike judges)?*
Do ye judge uprightly the Bnei Adam?
3No, in lev (heart) ye work wickedness;
ye weigh out the chamas (violence) of your hands in Ha'Aretz.
4The resha'im are perverted from the rekhem (womb);
gone astray from birth are they, speaking kazav (lie, falsehood).
5Their venom is like the venom of a nachash;
they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth its ear;
6That it may not pay heed to the voice of charmers,
casting spells ever so cunningly.
7Break their teeth, O Elohim, in their mouth;
tear out the fangs of the young lions, HASHEM.
8Let themmelt away like drainingmayim;
when he bendeth his bow to shoot his khitzim (arrows), let them be crumbled to pieces.
9As a snail whichmelteth, let every one of them pass away;
like the stillborn child of an isha, that theymay not see the shemesh.
10Before your sirot (pots) can feel the burning thorns,
may Hewith a whirlwind blow them away, both green and dry alike.
11The tzaddik shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance;
he shall wash feet in the dahm harasha.
12 So that adam shall say, Verily there is a reward for the tzaddik;
verily yesh Elohim Shofetim ba'aretz (there is a G-d that judgeth in the earth).

59
1 (For the one directing. Set to Do Not Destroy. MikhtamDovid. When Sha'ul sent and they
watched [Dovid's] bais to kill him)
2 Saveme frommine enemies, O Elohai;
protect me from them that rise up against me.
3Deliver me from the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity),
and saveme from anshei damim (bloodymen).
4For, hinei, they lie in wait for my nefesh;

* 58:2 Ex 22:28 [27]
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the fierce stir up strife against me;
not for my peysha, nor for my chattat, HASHEM.
5They run and prepare themselves without my avon (wrong, fault);
awake to help me, and see.
6Thou therefore, HASHEM Elohim Tzva'os,
Elohei Yisroel,
rouse Thyself to visit* kol HaGoyim;
be not merciful to any bogedei aven (wicked boged).†

Selah
7They return at erev;
they growl like a kelev (dog),
and prowl around the Ir.
8Hinei, they belch out with their mouth;
charavot (swords) are in their sfatot (lips);
for who, say they, doth hear?
9But Thou, HASHEM, shalt laugh at them;
Thou shalt have all the Goyim in derision.
10Omy Strength, I will be shomer to watch for Thee;
for Elohim is my stronghold.
11The G-d of my chesed shall come tomeet me;
Elohim shall let me see [the end] of my shorer (watchers).‡

12 Slay them not, lest my people forget;
scatter them by Thy power;
and bring them down, Adonoi mogineinu (our Shield).
13For the chattat of their mouth and the davar of their sfatayim,
let them even be caught in their ga'on (pride);
and for the cursing and lying which they speak.
14Consume them in chemah (wrath),
consume them, till they are nomore;
and let them know that Elohim ruleth in Ya'akov
unto the ends of ha'aretz.

Selah
15And at erev let them return;
and let them growl like a kelev,
and prowl around the Ir.
16Let themwander up and down for okhel (food),
and howl if they be not satisfied.
17But I will sing of Thy oz;
yes, I will sing aloud of Thy chesed in the boker;
for Thou hast beenmy stronghold
and refuge in the day of my tzoros.
18Unto Thee, Omy Strength, will I sing;
for Elohim is my strongold, and the Elohim of my chesed.

60
1 (For the one directing. Set to The Shushan of the Edut. Mikhtam Dovid to instruct.
2Whenhe fought AramNaharayim andAramTzovah andwhen Yoav returned and struck
down 12,000 of Edom in the GeyMelach)
3O Elohim, Thou hath rejected us, scattered us;
Thou hast been angry; O restore us!
4Thou hast made eretz to tremble; Thou hast torn it asunder,
heal the fractures thereof; for it tottereth.
5Thou hast showed Thy people kashah (hard times);
Thou hast made us to drink the yayin of tarelah (bewilderment, reeling).
6Thou hast set up a nes (banner) to them that fear Thee,
that it may be unfurled on account of the truth.

* 59:6 in punishment † 59:6 traitor ‡ 59:11 i.e., slandering foes insidiously fixated onme and lying in wait
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Selah
7That Thy Yedidot (beloved ones)may be saved;
save with Thy Yamin (Right Hand) and hear me.
8Elohim hath spoken in His Kodesh (Holiness);
I will exult,
I will parcel Shechem as chelek,
andmeasure out the Valley of Sukkot.
9Gil'ad is Mine, andMenasheh is Mine;
Ephrayim also is thema'oz of Mine Rosh;
Yehudah is MyMekhokek (prescriber of laws, lawgiver).*
10Moav is Mywashpot;
over Edomwill I cast My sandal;
over Philistia I shout in triumph.
11Whowill bringme to the Ir Matzon (city of fortification)?
Whowill bringme to Edom?
12Wilt not Thou, O Elohim, which hadst cast us off?
And Thou, O Elohim, which didst not go out with tzivoteinu (our armies)?
13Give us help against the enemy;
for vain is the teshuat adam (help, salvation of or fromMan).
14 In Elohim shall we obtain the victory;
for He it is that shall tread down tzareinu (our enemies, oppressors).

61
1 (For the one directing. With stringed instruments. Of Dovid)
2Hearmy cry, Elohim;
attend untomy tefillah.
3From the end of ha'aretz will I call unto Thee,
whenmy lev is overwhelmed;
leadme to the Tzur
that is higher than I.
4For Thou hast been a refuge for me,
and amigdal oz (tower of strength) from the enemy.
5 I will abide in Thy ohel forever;
I will take refuge in the covert of Thy wings.

Selah
6For Thou, Elohim, hast heardmy nederim;
Thou hast givenme the yerushat yirei Shemecha
(inheritance of those that fear Thy Name).
7Thouwilt prolong days of the Melech,
and his shanot dor vador.
8He shall abide before Elohim forever;
O appoint chesed and emes, to preserve him.
9 So will I sing praise unto Shimecha forever,
that I may yom yom (daily) performmy nederim.

62
1 (For the one directing. According to Yedutun. Mizmor of Dovid)
2Truly my nefesh waiteth silently* upon Elohim;
fromHim comethmy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
3Truly He is my Tzur andmy Yeshu'ah (salvation);
He is my stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.
4How long will ye rush to attack an ish?
To thrust at, all of you,
as at a leaning kir (wall),
and as at a tottering gader (fence).

* 60:9 See Gn 49:10; Isa 42:4 onMoshiachʼs torah * 62:2 in submission
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5Truly they consult to bring down a person of prominence;
they delight in kazav (lie, falsehood, deceptive thing);
theymake a brocha with their mouth,
but they curse inwardly.

Selah
6Truly in Elohimwait silently,†my nefesh,
for my tikvah (hope) is fromHim.
7Truly He is my Tzur andmy Yeshu'ah (salvation);
He is my stronghold; I shall not be shaken.
8 In Elohim is my salvation andmy Kavod:
the Tzur of my strength, andmy refuge, is in Elohim.
9Trust in Him at all time ye people,
pour out your lev before Him;
Elohim is a refuge for us.

Selah
10Truly Bnei Adam (those of low estate) are hevel (vanity),
and Bnei Ish (those who are highborn) are kazav (a lie);
they go up in the balances;
they are altogether lighter than hevel (vanity).
11Trust not in oshek (oppression, extortion)
and become not vain in gazel (the thing taken as plunder);
if riches increase,
set not your lev upon them.
12Elohim hath spoken once;
twice have I heard this;
that oz (strength) belongeth unto Elohim.
13Also unto Thee, Adonoi, belongeth chesed;
for Thou renderest to ish (everyman) according to his ma'asim (deeds).

63
1 (Mizmor Dovid. When he was in themidbar Yehudah)
2O Elohim,
Thou art Eli;
early will I seek Thee;
my nefesh thirsteth for Thee;
my basar longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land,
where nomayim is,
3To see Thy oz (might, power) and Thy kavod,
as I have beheld Thee in the Kodesh (holy place, sanctuary, Mikdash).
4Because Thy chesed is better than chayyim,
my lips shall praise Thee.
5Thus will I bless Thee while I live;
I will lift upmy hands b'Shimcha (in Thy Name.)
6My nefesh shall be satisfied as with chelev (fat) and deshen (abundance);
andmymouth shall praise Thee with lips of joyful singing;
7When I remember Thee uponmy bed,
andmeditate on Thee in the ashmurot (night watches).
8Because Thou hast beenmy help,
therefore in the tzel (shadow) of Thy wings will I sing with joy.
9My nefesh followeth hard after Thee;
Thy Yamin (Right Hand) upholdethme.
10But those that seekmy nefesh, to destroy it,
shall go into the abysses of ha'aretz.
11They deliver him into the power of the cherev;
they shall be a portion for jackals.
12But HaMelech shall rejoice in Elohim;
every one that sweareth by Him shall glory;
† 62:6 in submission
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but themouth of them that speak sheker shall be stopped.

64
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor of Dovid)
2Hearmy voice, O Elohim, in my si'akh (complaint);
preservemy life from the pachad (terror) of the oyev (enemy).
3Hideme from the sod (secret counsel, conspiracy) of the re'im;
from the rigshah (insurrection, noisy crowd, assembly) of the workers of iniquity;
4Whowhet their tongue like a cherev,
and aim their khitzim (arrows), even davar mar (bitter words);
5That theymay shoot in secret at the tam (innocent);
pitom (suddenly) do they shoot at him, and fear not.
6They encourage themselves in a davar rah (an evil plan);
they speak in order to set mokshim (snares, hidden traps);
they say, Who shall see them?
7Or search out their iniquities?
They have accomplished a cunningly devised plot;
for themind of ish (man) and the lev (heart) are deep.

8But Elohim shall shoot at themwith a khetz (arrow);
pitom (suddenly) shall their wounds be.
9 So the leshon of themwill bring ruin upon them;
all that see them shall shake their head.
10And kol adam shall fear,
and shall declare the po'al Elohim (work of G-d);
for they shall ponder His ma'aseh.
11The tzaddik shall be glad in HASHEM, and shall take refuge in Him;
and all the yishrei lev (upright of heart) shall glory.

65
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor Dovid. Shir)
2Tehillah (praise) is due Thee, O Elohim, in Tziyon;
And unto Thee shall the neder (vow) be performed.
3O Thou that hearest tefillah (prayer),
unto Thee shall kol basar come.
4Divrei avonot (instances of iniquity) overwhelmme;
as for peysha'einu (our transgressions), Thou hast made kapporah for them.
5Ashrei is the one whom Thou choosest,
and causest to come near unto Thee,
that hemay dwell in Thy khatzerot;
we shall be satisfied with the tov of Thy Beis,
even of Thy Heikhal Kodesh.

6By nora'ot (awesome deeds, awe-inspiring things) of tzedek (justice)wilt Thou answer us,
O Elohei Yish'einu (G-d of our salvation);
Who art the hope of all the ends of eretz,
and of them that are on the farthest seas;
7Which by His ko'ach established the harim (mountains),
being girded with gevurah;
8Which stilleth the roar of the seas,
the roar of their waves, and the tumult of the Amim (peoples, nations).
9They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid at Thy otot (signs);
Thoumakest the outgoing exits of boker and erev to resoundwith joy.

10Thou visitest ha'aretz, and waterest it;
Thou greatly enrichest it with the peleg Elohim (fountain of G-d),
which is full of mayim;
Thou preparest them dagan (grain), for so Thou didst prepare it.
11Thouwaterest the furrows thereof abundantly;
Thou settlest the ridges thereof;
Thoumakest it soft with showers;
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Thou blessest the tzemach (sprout, branch),* thereof.
12Thou crownest shnat tovatecha (the year with Thy goodness, bounty);
and Thy paths drip with plenty.
13They drip upon the pastures of themidbar;
and the hills are enrobed with gladness.
14Themeadows are clothed with tzon;
the amakim (valleys) also are covered over with grain;
they shout for joy, they also sing.

66
1 (For the one directing. Shir. Mizmor)
[1] Make a joyful shout unto Elohim, kol HaAretz;
2 Sing forth the kavod Shmo;
make kavod (glorious)His tehillah (praise).
3 Say unto Elohim, How norah (awesome) art Thou in Thyma'asim (works)!
Through the greatness of Thy oz (might) shall Thine oyevim cower before Thee.
4Kol ha'aretz shall prostrate before Thee,
and shall sing unto Thee;
they shall sing praise to Shimecha.

Selah

5Come and see the works of Elohim;
He is norah (awesome) in deed toward Bnei Adam.
6He turned* the yam into yabashah (dry land);†
they passed through the nahar on regel;
there did we rejoice in Him.
7He ruleth by His gevurah (power) olam (forever);
His eyes are a watchmanʼs eyes over the Goyim;
let not the sorerim (rebellious ones) exalt themselves.

Selah

8Barchu Eloheinu, Amim,
andmake the kol (sound) of His tehillah (praise) to be heard.
9He is the One who set nafsheinu in chayyim
and does not permit ragleinu (our foot) to slip.
10For Thou, Elohim, hath tested us and hast proved us;
Thou hast put us in the crucibleʼs refining and refined us as kesef.
11Thou broughtest us into themetzudah (prison);
Thou laidst a mu'akah (burden) upon our loins.
12Thou hast caused enosh (mankind) to ride over rosheinu (our head);
we went through eish and throughmayim;
but Thou broughtest us out into plenty.

13 I will come into Thy Beis‡with olot;
I will fulfill for Theemy nedarim,
14Whichmy sfatayim have uttered,
andmymouth hath spoken, when I was in tzoros.
15 I will offer unto Thee olot mekhim (burnt offerings of fat animals),
with the ketoret (incense, offering) of rams;
I will offer bakar with goats.

Selah

16Come and hear, Kol Yirei Elohim,
and I will declare what He hath done for my nefesh.
17 I cried unto Himwithmymouth,
and Hewas extolled withmy leshon.
18 If I regard avon (iniquity, sin) in my lev,
Adonoi will not hear me;
19But surely Elohim hath heardme;
He hath attended to the kol tefillati (voice of my prayer).

* 65:11 See Zech 6:12 * 66:6 haphakh † 66:6 See Gn 1:10 ‡ 66:13HaMikdash
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20Baruch Elohim,Who hath not turned awaymy tefillah,
nor His chesed fromme.

67
1 (For the one directing. On Neginot. With stringed instruments. Mizmor. Shir)
2Elohim be channun (gracious) unto us, and put a brocha upon us;
andmay Hemake His face to shine upon us.

Selah
3That Thy Derechmay be known upon HaAretz,
Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation) among kol Goyim.
4Let the Amim praise Thee, O Elohim;
let kol Amim praise Thee.
5O let the peoples be glad and sing for joy,
for Thou shalt judge the people righteously,
and govern the peoples upon HaAretz.

Selah
6Let the people praise Thee, O Elohim;
let kol Amim praise Thee.
7Then shall eretz yield her yevul (increase, produce, harvest);
and Elohim, even Eloheinu, shall put a brocha upon us.
8Elohim shall bless us;
and kol afsei aretz (all the ends of the earth) shall fear Him.

68
1 (For the one directing. Of Dovid. Mizmor. Shir)
2Let Elohim arise, let His oyevim be scattered;
let them also that hate Him flee before Him.
3As ashan (smoke) is blown away,
so drive them away; as waxmelteth before the eish,
so let the resha'im perish at the presence of Elohim.
4But let the tzaddikim have simchah;
let them rejoice before Elohim;
and, let them rejoice with simchah.
5 Sing unto Elohim,
sing praises to Shmo;
extol Him that rideth on the clouds by Shmo HASHEM,
and rejoice before Him.
6Avi yetomim (father of orphans), and a dayan (judge) of almanot (widows),
is Elohim in His Ma'on Kodesh.
7Elohim setteth the yechidim (alone ones) in a family;
He bringeth out those which are asirim (prisoners, those boundwith chains);
but the sorerim (rebels) dwell in a dry land.
8O Elohim, when Thouwentest forth before Thy people,
when Thou didst march through the wilderness;

Selah
;

9Eretz shook, Shomayim also poured rain at the presence of Elohim;
even Sinai itself was moved at the presence of Elohim, Elohei Yisroel.
10Thou, O Elohim, didst send a plentiful geshem (rain),
whereby Thou didst restore Thine nachalah, when it was parched.
11Thy congregation hath dwelt therein;
Thou, O Elohim, hast prepared of Thy bounty for the oni.
12Adonoi gave the word;
rav (great)was the tzava (company, army)
of themevaserot (heralds, those that published it, the lady evangelists).
13Melachim of tzeva'ot (armies) shall flee, they flee;
and she that tarried at home shall divide the plunder.
14Though ye have lain among the cooking pots,
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yet shall ye be as the wings of a yonah covered with kesef,
and her feathers with glistening gold.
15When Shaddai scatteredmelachim therein,
it was white as snow in Tzalmon.
16The Har Elohim is the Har Bashan;
a mountain of peaks is the Har Bashan.
17Why gaze ye in envy, ye many-peaked harim?
This is the har which Elohim hath chosen to dwell in;
indeed, HASHEMwill dwell in it lanetzach (forever).
18Themerkavot of Elohim aremyriads,
a thousand thousands;
Adonoi is among them, as in Sinai, in kodesh (holiness).
19Thou hast ascended onmarom (high),
Thou hast led captivity captive;
Thou hast receivedmattanot among adam;
yes, even from the sorerim (the rebellious) also, that HASHEM Elohimmight dwell.*

20Baruch Adonoi,
Who yom yom bears us up,
even HaEl Yeshu'ateinu (the G-d of our salvation).

Selah
21Our G-d is a G-d who saves;
and fromHASHEM Adonoi come escapes frommavet (death).
22But Elohim shall shatter the rosh of His oyevim,
and the hairy kodkod (crown of the head, scalp) of such a one as continueth on in his

trespasses.
23Adonoi said, I will bring back from Bashan,
I will bring back from the depths of the sea;
24That thy regel may be bathed in dahm,
that the leshon of thy klavim (dogs)may partake of the oyevim.
25They have seen Thy processions, O Elohim;
even the goings of my G-d, myMelech, in the Kodesh.
26The sharim (singers)went before, the nogenim (players on instruments) followed after;
among themwere the alamot (young unmarried virgins) playing timbrels.
27Barchu Elohim in the congregations,
even HASHEM, out of the Makor Yisroel (Fountain of Israel).
28There is Binyamin, the youngest at the head;
the sarim (princes) of Yehudah and the throng of them,
the sarim (princes) of Zevulun, and the sarim (princes) of Naphtali.
29Eloheicha hath commanded thy oz;
strengthen, O Elohim, that which Thou hast wrought for us.
30Because of Thy Heikhal at Yerushalayim
shall melachim bring offerings unto Thee.
31Rebuke the chayat kaneh,
the adat (herd) of bulls,
with the agalim (calves) of the nations,
till every one prostrate himself with ingots of kesef; He scatters the people that delight in

wars.
32Magnates shall come out of Mitzrayim;
Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto Elohim.
33 Sing unto Elohim, yemamlechot of ha'aretz;
O sing praises unto Adonoi.

Selah
34To Him that rideth upon the skies of Shomayim of old;
lo, He doth send out His voice, and that a kol oz (mighty voice).
35Ascribe ye oz (power) unto Elohim;
His majesty is over Yisroel,
and His oz is in the skies.
* 68:19 there
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36O Elohim, Thou art norah (awesome, terrible) out of ThyMikdashim;
the El (G-d) of Yisroel is He that giveth oz and strength unto His people.
Baruch Elohim.

69
1 (For the one directing. Al Shoshanim. Of Dovid)
2Hoshi'eini, O Elohim;
for themayim are come untomy nefesh.*
3 I sink in deepmire,
where there is no standing;
I am come into the depths of themayim,
where the floods overflowme.
4 I amweary of my crying out;
my garon (throat) is dry;
mine eyes fail while I wait for Elohai.
5They that have sinas chinom (baseless hatred) towardme
aremore than the hairs of mine rosh;
they that would destroyme,
beingmine oyevim (enemies) sheker (baselessly) aremighty;
then I restored that which I did not steal.
6O Elohim, Thou knowest my folly;
andmy ashmot (guiltinesses) are not hid from Thee.
7Let not them that wait on Thee,
Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os, be ashamed because of me;
let not those that seek Thee be disgraced because of me,
O Elohei Yisroel.
8Because for Thy sake I have borne cherpah;
shame hath coveredmy face.
9 I am become a stranger untomy achim,
and a nochri (foreigner) unto the bnei immi (sons of mymother).
10For kinas Beitcha (zeal for ThyHouse) hath consumedme;
and the cherpot of them that scorned Thee are fallen uponme.†
11When I wept, and chastenedmy nefesh in the tzom (fast),
that becamemy cherpot (reproaches).
12 I made sackcloth also my garment;
and I became amashal (byword) to them.
13They that sit‡ in the sha'ar (gate) speak against me;
and I was the neginot (drinking songs) of the drunkards.
14But as for me, maymy tefillah be unto Thee, HASHEM,
in an et ratzon (acceptable time, time of favor);
O Elohim, in themultitude of Thy chesed hear me,
in the emes of Thy salvation.
15 Saveme out of the teet (mire, clay, soil)
and let me not sink;
let me be saved from them that hate me,
and out of the depths of themayim.
16Let not the floodwaters overflowme,
neither let the deep swallowme up,
and let not the be'er (pit) shut her mouth uponme.
17Hearme, HASHEM, for Thy chesed is tov;
turn untome according to themultitude of Thy rachamim;
18And hide not Thy face from Thy eved;
for I am in tzoros. Hear me speedily.
19Draw near untomy nefesh, andmake the go'el redemption of it;
deliver me because of mine oyevim (enemies).
20Thou hast known the cherpah (scorn) I bear, andmy shame, andmy dishonor;

* 69:2 i.e., neck † 69:10 Yn 2:17 ‡ 69:13 as judges
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mine adversaries are all before Thee.
21Reproach hath brokenmy lev; and I have sickness as unto death;
and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none;
and for menachamim (comforters), but I found none.
22They gaveme also gall in my food;
and inmy tzamah (thirst) they gaveme chometz (vinegar) to drink.§

23Let their shulchan become a pach (snare, trap) before them;
and that which should have been for their shlomim (peacefulnesses), let it become a

mokesh (trap).
24Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not;
andmake their loins shake tamid.
25Pour out Thine indignation upon them,
and let Thy charon af (burningwrath) overtake them.
26Let their habitation be desolate;
and let none dwell in their ohalim.*
27For they persecute himwhom Thou hast struck;
and they tell of the makh'ov (pain, grief) of those whom Thou hast wounded.
28Add avon (iniquity) unto their avon;
and let them not come into Thy tzedakah.
29Let them be blotted out of the Sefer Chayyim,
and not be recorded with the tzaddikim.

30But I am ani (poor) and in pain;
let Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation), O Elohim, set me up on high.

31 I will praise Shem Elohim b'shir (in song),
and will magnify Himwith todah (thanksgiving).
32This also shall please HASHEM better than shor (ox)
or bull that hath keren (horn) and parsah (hoof).
33Those that have anavah (meekness, humility) shall see this, and have simchah;
and your† lev shall live that seek Elohim.
34For HASHEM heareth the evyonim (needy ones, poor),
and despiseth not His prisoners.

35Let the Shomayim va'Aretz praise Him,
the seas, and every thing that moveth therein.
36For Elohim yoshi'a (will save) Tziyon,
and will build the cities of Yehudah;
that theymay dwell there, and have it in possession.
37The zera also of His avadim shall inherit it;
and they that love Shmo shall dwell therein.

70
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor of Dovid. For thememorial portion of theminchah)
2Make haste, Elohim, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, HASHEM.
3Let them have bushah and be confounded
that seekmy nefesh;
let them be turned back, and be put to confusion,
that desire my hurt.
4Let them be turned back for a reward of their bushah
that say, Aha, aha.

5Let all those that seek Thee
rejoice and have simcha in Thee;
and let such as love Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation) say continually:
Let Elohim bemagnified.
6But I am poor and needy;
make haste untome, Elohim;

§ 69:22 SeeMt 27:34,48; Mk 15:23,36; Lk 23:36; Yn 19:28-30 * 69:26 See Ac 1:20 † 69:33 pl.
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Thou art my help andmy deliverer.
HASHEM, make no delay.

71
1 In Thee, HASHEM, do I put my trust;
let me not be put to shame l'olam.
2Deliver me in Thy tzedakah,
and causeme to escape; incline Thine ear untome,
and hoshi'eini (saveme).
3Be Thou TzurMa'on (a rock of habitation),
whereunto I may resort tamid (continually);
Thou hast given commandment to saveme;
for Thou art my rock andmy fortress.
4Deliver me, O Elohai, out of the yad of the rasha,
out of the palm of the unrighteous and cruel man.
5For Thou art my tikveh (hope), Adonoi HASHEM;
Thou art my trust frommy youth.
6By Thee have I been upheld from the beten (womb);
Thou art He that tookme out of the womb of immi;
my tehillah (praise) shall be of Thee tamid (continually).
7 I am as amofet (portent) unto rabbim (many);
but Thou art my strong refuge.
8Let mymouth be filled with Thy tehillah (praise)
andwith Thy tiferet (glory) kol hayom.
9Cast me not off in the time of ziknah (old age);
forsakeme not whenmy ko'ach faileth.
10Formine oyevim speak against me;
and they that lay in wait for my nefesh conspire together,
11 Saying, Elohim hath forsaken him;
persecute and lay hold of him;
for there is none to rescue him.
12O Elohim, be not far fromme;
O Elohai, make haste for my help.
13Let them be ashamed and consumed
that are* adversaries to my nefesh;
let them be covered with cherpah (reproach) and dishonor
that seekmy hurt.
14But I will hope tamid (continually),
and will yet give tehillah to Theemore andmore.
15Mymouth shall proclaim Thy tzedakah
and Thy Teshuah (salvation) kol hayom;
for I know not the limits thereof.
16 I will come in the gevurot (mighty acts) of Adonoi HASHEM;
I will makemention of Thy tzedakah, even of Thine only.
17O Elohim, Thou hast taught me frommy youth;
and hitherto have I declared Thy nifle'ot (wondrousworks).
18Now also when I am in ziknah (old age)
and grayheaded, O Elohim, forsakeme not;
until I have declared Thy zero'a† unto this generation,
and Thy gevurah to everyone that is to come.
19Thy tzedakah also, O Elohim, is admarom (to the heights).
ThouWho hast done gedolot (great things);
O Elohim, mi khamocha (who is like unto Thee)?
20Thou, which hast showedme great and severe tzoros,
shalt revive me again,
and shalt bringme up again
from the tehomot (abysses) of ha'aretz.

* 71:13 satanic † 71:18Moshiach; see Isa 53:1
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21Thou shalt increase my gedolah,
and comfort me on every side.

22 I will also praise Thee with the nevel (lyre),
even Thy emes, O Elohai;
unto Thee will I sing with the kinnor (harp),
O Thou Kadosh Yisroel.
23My lips shall shout for joy
when I sing unto Thee;
andmy nefesh, which Thou hast purchased for redemption.
24My leshon also shall tell of Thy tzedakah kol hayom;
for they are brought unto shame,
they are humiliated that seekmy hurt.

72
1 (Of Sh'lomo)
[1] Give HaMelech Thymishpatim, O Elohim,
and Thy tzedakah unto the BenMelech.
2He shall judge Thy people with tzedek,
and Thy poor withmishpat.
3The harim (mountains) shall bear shalom to the people,
and geva'ot (hills) in tzedakah.
4He shall judge the poor of the people;
yoshia (He shall save) the bnei evyon (children of the needy),
and shall break in pieces the oppressor.

5They shall fear Thee as long as the shemesh and yarei'ach endure,
dor dorim (throughout all generations).
6He shall come down likematar (rain) upon themown field,
as showers watering eretz.
7 In his yamim shall the tzaddik flourish;
and abundance of shalom so long as the yarei'ach endureth.
8He* shall have dominion also from yam to yam,
and from nahar (Euphrates river) unto the afsei eretz (the ends of the earth).
9They that dwell in the desert shall bow before him;
and his oyevim (enemies) shall lick the aphar (dust).
10Themelachim of Tarshish and of the iyim (islands) shall bringminchah (tribute);
the melachim of Sheva and Seva shall offer gifts.
11Kol melachim shall fall down before him;†
kol Goyim shall serve him.

12For he shall deliver the evyon (needy)when he crieth;
the oni (poor, afflicted) also, and him that hath no ozer (helper).
13He shall pity the weak and evyon (needy),
and yoshi'a (he shall save) the nefashot of the evyonim (needy).
14He shall be the Go'el Redeemer of their nefesh from deceit and chamas;
and precious shall their dahm be in his sight.

15And he shall live,
and to him shall be given of the zahav of Sheva;
and prayer shall be for him continually;
and daily shall a brocha bemade on him.
16There shall be an abundance of grain on ha'aretz
upon the top of the harim (mountains);
the fruit thereof shall shake‡ Levanon;
and they of the city shall flourish like esev ha'aretz.
17 Shmo (His Name) shall endure l'olam;
Shmo shall be continued as long as the shemesh;
andmen shall be blessed in him;
kol Goyim shall call him blessed.

* 72:8Moshiach Ben Dovid † 72:11Moshiach ‡ 72:16 in the trees like in
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18Baruch HASHEM Elohim, Elohei Yisroel,
who only doeth nifla'ot (wondrous things).
19And baruch Shem kevodo l'olam (and blessed be His Glorious Name forever);
and let the whole earth be filled with His glory.
Omein, and Omein.
20The tefillot Dovid Ben Yishai are ended.§

73
1 (Mizmor of Asaph)
[1] Truly Elohim is tov to Yisroel,
even to the barei levav (pure of heart).
2But as for me, my raglayim had almost stumbled;
my steps had well near slipped.
3For I had kina (envy) of the holelim (arrogant ones),
when I saw the shalom of the resha'im.
4For there are no chartzubot (fetters, bonds, pains) in their mot;
healthy is their belly.
5They are not in amal (trouble) as enosh;
neither are they plagued like adam.
6Therefore ga'avah encircleth them like a chain necklace;
chamas enwraps them like a garment.
7Their eyes bulge with chelev;
they havemore than levav could imagine.
8Theymock, and speak wickedly concerning oshek (oppression);
they speak frommarom (on high).
9They set their mouth against Shomayim,
and their leshon stalketh in ha'aretz.
10Therefore their people return here;
andmayim to the full are swallowed down by them.
11And they say, How doth El (G-d) know?
And is there knowledge in Elyon?
12Hinei, these are the resha'im;
at ease olam, they increase in riches.
13 Surely in vain have I cleansedmy lev,
and washedmy hands in innocency.
14For kol hayom have I been plagued,
and chastened in the bekarim (mornings).
15 If I say, I will speak thus;
hinei, I would have dealt faithlessly with the dor banecha (the generation of Thy children).
16When I thought to comprehend this,
it was amal (difficulty) in my eyes;
17Until I went into theMikdeshei El;
then I had binah (understanding) of their (the wickedʼs) destiny.
18 Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places;
Thou castedst them down into mashu'ot (ruins, destruction).
19How are they brought into desolation, as in a rega (moment)!
They are utterly consumedwith balahot (terrors).
20As a chalomwhen one awaketh;
so, Adonoi, when Thou art aroused,* Thou shalt despise their tzelem (shadowy form).
21Thusmy levav was grieved,
and I was pricked inmymind.
22 So senseless was I, and ignorant;
I was like behemot before Thee.
23Nevertheless I amwith Thee tamid (always);
Thou hast taken hold of me bymy yamin.

§ 72:20 T.N. The next Psalm concerns a revelation received in the Holy Place, namely the fate of the wicked whose
prosperity is delusional since the riches of G-dʼs house is wealth they can never attain to, revealing their true eternal
poverty. See Ps 73:24 on afterlife in G-dʼs presence. * 73:20 in judgment
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24Thou shalt guidemewith Thy etzah (counsel),
and afterward takeme to kavod (glory).
25Whom have I in Shomayim but Thee?
And there is none upon HaAretz that I desire beside Thee.
26My flesh andmy levavmay fail;
but Elohim is the Tzur of my levav, andmy chelek l'olam.

27For, hinei, they that are far from Thee shall perish;
Thou hast destroyed all them that go zoneh (a-whoring) from Thee.
28But kiravat Elohim (drawing near to Elohim) is tov for me;
I make in Adonoi HASHEMmy refuge,
that I may declare all Thy deeds.

74
1 (A Maskil of Asaph)
[1] O Elohim, why hast Thou cast us off lanetzach?
Why doth Thine anger smoke against the tzon (sheep) of Thymireh (pasture)?
2Remember Thy Edah (congregation), which Thou hast purchased of old;
the shevet (tribe) of Thine nachalah, which Thou hast redeemed:
this Har Tziyon, wherein Thou hast dwelt.
3Lift up Thy footsteps unto themashu'ot netzach (perpetual ruins);
even all that the oyev hath done wickedly in the Kodesh.*

4Thine enemies roar in themidst of ThyMo'ed (place of meeting);
they set up their banners for otot (signs).†
5 It had been as though one lifted up
kardumim (axes) upon the thicket of etz.
6But now they break down the carved panels‡
at once with hammers and chisels.
7They have set ablaze ThyMikdash, burning it to the ground;
they have brought chillul to the Mishkan Shemecha (the dwelling place of Thy Name).
8They said in their hearts,
Let us crush them altogether;
they have burned up all the Mo'adei El in HaAretz.

9We see not our otot (signs);
there is no longer any navi;
neither is there among us any that knoweth admah (until when).
10O Elohim admosai, (how long) shall the adversary revile?
Shall the oyev (enemy) blaspheme Thy Shem lanetzach (forever)?
11Whywithdrawest Thou Thy Yad, even Thy Yamin (Right Hand)?
Take it out of Thy Kheyk (bosom) and destroy.§

12For Elohim is myMelechmikedem (from of old),
working Yeshu'ah (salvation) in themidst of Ha'Aretz.
13Thou didst divide the yam by Thy oz (power);
Thou didst break the heads of the sea serpents in the waters.
14Thou didst break the head of Leviathan in pieces,
and gavest him to bema'akhal (food) to the people inhabiting the wilderness.
15Thou didst break open the fountain and the flood;
Thou driedst upmighty naharot (rivers).
16The yom is Thine, the lailah also is Thine;
Thou hast prepared thema'ohr (luminary, moon) and the shemesh.
17Thou hast set all the boundaries of Eretz;
Thou hast made kayitz (summer) and choref (winter).

18Remember this, that the oyev (enemy) hath reproached HASHEM,
and that the am naval (foolish people) have blasphemed Shimcha.
19O deliver not the nefesh of Thy turtledove unto the wild beast;
forget not the life of Thy aniyim (poor) lanetzach (forever).

* 74:3 the Beis HaMikdash † 74:4 i.e., their heathen insignia ‡ 74:6 of the Beis HaMikdash § 74:11 them
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20Have regard unto the Brit (covenant);
for the dark places of the earth
are full of the habitations of chamas.
21O let not the oppressed return in shame;
let the oni and evyon praise Thy Shem.
22Arise, O Elohim, fight for Thine Own cause;
remember how the naval (foolishman) revileth Thee kol hayom.
23Forget not the kol (voice) of Thine enemies,
the tumult of those against Thee that rises up tamid (continually).*

75
1 (For the one directing. Set to Do Not Destroy. Mizmor Asaph. Shir)
2Hodinu l'cha Elohim (Unto thee, Elohim, dowe give thanks).
Hodinu; that Thy Shem is near
Thy wondrous works declare.

3 I shall seize themo'ed (appointed time),*
I will judge uprightly.
4Eretz and all the inhabitants thereof are dissolving;
I, even I, hold up the ammudim (pillars) of it.

Selah
5 I said unto the hollelim (arrogant), Deal not boastfully;
and to the resha'im, Lift not up the keren;
6Lift not up your keren on high;
speak not with a stiff neck.
7For promotion cometh lo (not) from the east,
nor from the west, nor from the desert.
8But Elohim is the Shofet;
He bringeth down one, and setteth up another.
9For in the yad HASHEM there is a kos,
and the yayin is foaming; full of mixture;
and He poureth out of the same;
but the dregs thereof, all rishei aretz (wicked of the earth)
shall drain them down, and drink them.†

10But I will proclaim l'olam;
I will sing zemirot to Elohei Ya'akov.
11All the karnayim of the resha'im also will I cut off;
but the karnayim of the tzaddik shall be exalted.‡

76
1 (For the one directing. On stringed instruments. Mizmor of Asaph. Shir)
2 In Yehudah is Elohim known;
Shmo is gadol in Yisroel.
3 In Shalem* also is His Sukkah,
and His Ma'on (dwelling place) in Tziyon.†
4There He broke the flashing arrows,
the mogen, and the cherev, and themilchamah.

Selah
5Thou art more glorious and adir (majestic)
than themountains of prey.
6The stouthearted are plundered;
now their last sleep they sleep;
and none of the anshei chayil can find their hands.

* 74:23 T.N. Cf Lk 2:23-24 and Ps 74:19 remembering that the turtledove was the sacrifice of the poor, which Moshiach
would be, not a rich man but ani, according to Zech 9:9. * 75:3 Hab 2:3 † 75:9 Lk 22:42 ‡ 75:11 T.N. In this
Psalmwe see that G-d is Judge. The Bible speaks of a great Assize where there will be a verdict regarding the sheep and
the goats, the redeemed and the reprobate. See Rv 19:1 and 20:4-5. * 76:3 i.e., Yerushalayim † 76:3 See Yochanan
chp 14
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7At Thy rebuke, O Elohei Ya'akov,
both themerkavah and sus are cast into a dead sleep.
8Thou, even Thou, art to be feared;
and whomay stand in Thy sight
when once Thou art angry?
9Thou didst pronounce din (sentence, judgment) from Shomayim;
Eretz feared, and was still,
10When Elohim arose to mishpat,
to save all the meek of Eretz.

Selah
11 Surely the chamat adam (the wrath of man) shall praise Thee;
the she'erit (remnant, survivor) of wrath shalt Thou restrain.‡
12Make neder (vow), and pay unto HASHEM Eloheichem;
let all that be around Him bring gifts unto Him that ought to be feared.
13He shall cut short the ruach of negidim (nobles);
He is fearsome to theMalkhei-Aretz (Kings of the Earth).

77
1 (For the one directing. Set to Yedutun. Mizmor of Asaph)
2 I cried unto Elohimwithmy voice,
even unto Elohimwithmy voice; and He gave ear untome.
3 In my yom tzoros (day of trouble) I sought Adonoi;
my handwas stretched up in the lailah, and ceased not;
my nefesh refused to be comforted.
4 I remembered Elohim, and groaned;
I pondered, andmy ruach was overwhelmed.

Selah
5Thou holdest mine eyelids awake;
I am so troubled that lo adaber (I cannot speak).
6 I have considered the yamimmikedem (days of old),
the shnot olamim (years long past).
7 I called to remembrancemy neginah balailah (song in the night);
I communedwithmine own lev;
andmy ruach pondered with diligent search.
8Will Adonoi cast off forever?
Andwill He show favor nomore?
9 Is His chesed passed away forever?
Is His promise at an end l'dor vador?
10Hath El (G-d) forgotten to be channot (gracious)?
Hath He in anger shut up His rachamim (mercy)?

Selah
11And I said, This is my affliction;
but I will remember the shanot of the Yemin Elyon (Right Hand of theMost High).
12 I will remember the deeds of HASHEM;
surely I will remember Thy wonders mikedem (of old, of long ago).
13 I will meditate also on kol po'al (all work) of Thine,
and consider Thymighty deeds.
14Thy Derech, O Elohim, is bakodesh (in holiness).
Who is so gadol El as Elohim?
15Thou art HaEl oseh peleh (the G-d that doest wonders);
Thou hast declared Thy oz (strength) among the amim (peoples, nations).
16Thou hast with Thine zero'a (strong arm) redeemed Thy people,
the Bnei Ya'akov and Yosef.

Selah
17Themayim saw Thee, O Elohim,
themayim saw Thee; they were afraid;
the tehomot (ocean depths) also writhed.
‡ 76:11 from doing evil
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18The clouds poured downmayim;
the skies resounded in thunder;
Thine khitzim (arrows)* also went forth.
19The voice of Thy thunder was in the galgal (whirlwind);
the lightning lit up the tevel (world);
ha'aretz trembled and quaked.
20Thy derech is in the yam (sea),
and Thy path is through themayim rabbim (great waters),
and Thy footsteps are not to be discerned.
21Thou didst lead Thy people like a tzon (flock)
by the yadMoshe and Aharon.

78
1 (Maskil of Asaph)
[1] Give ear, Omy people, to my torah;
incline your ears to the words of mymouth.
2 I will openmymouth in amashal;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
3Which we have heard and known,
and Avoteinu have told us.
4Wewill not hide them from their banim,
recounting to the dor acharon
the tehillot HASHEM, and His power,
and His nifla'ot (wonderful works) that He hath done.
5For He established edut in Ya'akov,
set torah in Yisroel,
which He commanded Avoteinu,
that they shouldmake them known to their banim;
6 So that the dor acharonmight know them,
even the banimwhich should be born;
who should arise and recount them to their banim;
7That theymight put their confidence in Elohim,
and not forget thema'allei El (works of G-d),
but keep His mitzvot;
8Andmight not be as their Avot,
a dor sorer u'moreh (stubborn and rebellious generation);
a generation that set not its lev aright,
and whose ruach was not faithful to G-d.
9The Bnei Ephrayim, being armed, and shooting keshet (the bows),
turned back in the day of battle.
10They kept not the Brit Elohim,
and refused to walk in His torah;
11And forgot His works,
and His nifla'ot (wonders) that He had shown them.
12Peleh (marvellous things) did He in the sight of their avot,
in Eretz Mitzrayim, in the sadeh (area) of Tzoan.
13He divided the yam, and caused them to pass through;
and Hemade themayim to stand like a heap.
14 In the daytime also He led themwith an anan,
and all the lailah with an ohr of eish.
15He split the rocks in themidbar,
and gave them drink as out of the great tehomot.
16He brought streams also out of the rock,
and causedmayim to run down like rivers.
17And they sinned yet more against Him
by provoking Elyon in the wilderness.
18And they tested G-d by their lev
by demanding ochel for their lust.

* 77:18 i.e., lightning bolts
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19And they spoke against Elohim;
they said, Can G-d spread a shulchan in themidbar?
20Behold, He struck the Tzur, that themayim gushed out,
and the streams overflowed;
can He give lechem also?
Can He providemeat for His people?
21Therefore HASHEM heard this, and was in wrath;
so an eish was kindled against Ya'akov,
and anger also came up against Yisroel;
22Because they believed not in Elohim,
and trusted not in His Yeshu'ah (salvation);
23Though He had commanded the clouds from above,
and opened the daletei Shomayim (doors of heaven),
24And had rained downmanna upon them to eat,
and had given them of the bread of Shomayim.*
25 Ish did eat the bread of angels;
He sent them lechem to the full.
26He caused an east wind to blow from Shomayim;
and by His oz He brought in the south wind.
27He rainedmeat also upon them like aphar,
and winged fowls like the chol (sand) of the sea;
28And He let it fall in themidst of their machaneh,
all around their mishkenot (habitations).
29 So they did eat, and were well filled;
for He gave them their own ta'avah (evil desire).
30They were not estranged from their ta'avah.
But while their food was yet in their mouths,
31The Af Elohim (wrath of G-d) came upon them,
and slaughtered the stoutest of them,
and cut down the bochurim of Yisroel.
32For all this they sinned still,
and believed not in His nifla'ot (wondrousworks).
33Therefore their yamim did He consume in hevel (futility, vanity)
and their shanim in terror.
34When He slaughtered them, then they sought Him;
and they returned and inquired diligently after G-d.
35And they remembered that Elohimwas their Tzur,
and the El Elyon their Go'el (Redeemer).
36Nevertheless they did flatter Himwith their mouth,
and they lied unto Himwith their leshon.
37For their lev was not right with Him,
neither were they faithful in His Brit.
38But He, being full of compassion,
made kapporah for their avon and destroyed them not;
and Hemany times turned His anger away,
and did not stir up all His wrath.
39For He remembered that they were but basar;
a ruach (wind) that passeth away, and cometh not again.
40How oft did they provoke Him in themidbar,
and grieve Him in the desert!
41Again and again they turned back and tested G-d,
and imposed limits on Kadosh Yisroel.
42They remembered not His Yad (Hand, Power),
nor the yom (day)when He redeemed them from the enemy.
43HowHe hadwrought His otot in Mitzrayim,
and His mofetim in the area of Tzoan.
44And had turned their rivers into dahm;
and their streams, that they could not drink.
45He sent swarms of flies among them,

* 78:24 See Yn 6:31
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which devoured them;
and tzfarde'a (frogs), which destroyed them.
46He gave also their crop unto the grasshopper,
and their produce unto the arbeh (locust).
47He destroyed their gefen with barad (hail),
and their fig trees with frost.
48He gave up their cattle also to the barad (hail),
and their livestock herds to hot thunderbolts.
49He cast upon themHis charon af,
evrah (wrath), and za'am (indignation), and tzarah,
by sendingmalachim ra'im among them.
50Hemade a way for His anger;
He spared not their nefesh frommavet (death),
but gave their beasts over to the dever (plague);
51And struck all the bechor inMitzrayim;
the reshit (first fruit) of their strength in the ohalim of Cham;
52But made His own people to go forth like tzon,
and guided them in themidbar like an eder (flock).
53And He led them in safety, so that they had no terror;
but the yam overwhelmed their oyevim.
54And He brought them to His gevul kadosh (His holy border),
even to this Har, which His Yamin had purchased.
55He cast out the Goyim also before them,
and divided bymeasure a nachalah for them,
andmade the Shivtei Yisroel
to dwell in their ohalim.
56Yet they tested and provoked Elohim Elyon,
and were not shomer over His edot;
57But turned back, and dealt unfaithfully like their avot;
they turned like a treacherous keshet.
58For they provoked Him to anger with their high places,
andmoved Him to jealousy with their pesilim.
59When Elohim heard this, He was in wrath,
and greatly abhorred Yisroel;
60 So that He forsook theMishkan of Shiloh,
the Ohel which He placed among adam (men);
61And delivered His oz (strength) into captivity,
and His tiferet into the hand of the enemy.
62He gave His people over also unto the cherev;
and was in wrath with His nachalah.
63The eish consumed their bochurim;
and their betulot had no wedding celebration.
64Their kohanim fell by the cherev;
and their almanot made no lamentation.
65Then Adonoi awaked as one from sleep,
and like a gibbor that shouteth from yayin.
66And He struck downHis enemies behind;
He put them to cherpat olam (perpetual reproach).
67Moreover He rejected the Ohel Yosef,
and chose not the Shevet Ephrayim;
68But chose the Shevet Yehudah,
Har Tziyon which He loved.
69And He built His Mikdash like heavenly heights,
like Eretz which He hath established l'olam.
70He chose Dovid also His Eved,
and took him from themikhle'ot tzon (sheepfolds);
71From following the nursing ewes He brought him
to shepherd Ya'akov His people,
and Yisroel His nachalah.
72 So he shepherded them according to the tohm (integrity, guilelessness) of his lev;
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and led them by the skillfulness of his hands.

79
1 (A Mizmor.Of Asaph)
[1] O Elohim, the Goyim are come into Thine Nachalah;
Thy Heikhal Kodesh have they defiled;
they have reduced Yerushalayim to rubble.
2The dead bodies of Thy avadim have they given
to be food unto the oph HaShomayim,
the basar of Thy Chasidim, unto the beasts of the earth.
3Their shefach dahm (shedding of blood) is like mayim all around Yerushalayim;
and there is none to bury them.
4We are become a reproach to our shekhenim (neighbors),
a scorn and derision to them that are around us.
5How long, HASHEM? Wilt Thou be angry lanetzach (forever)?
Shall Thy kina (jealousy) burn like eish?
6Pour out Thy wrath upon the Goyim
that have no da'as of Thee,
and upon themamlachot
that have not called upon Thy Shem.
7For they have devoured Ya'akov,
and laid waste his naveh (home).
8O remember not against us avonot rishonim (former iniquities);
let Thy rachamim speedily come to us;
for we are brought very low.
9Help us, O Elohei Yisheinu, (G-d of our salvation),
for the kavod of Thy Shem;
and deliver us, andmake kapporah for our sins,
for Thy Nameʼs sake.
10Why should the Goyim say, Where is Eloheihem?
Let there be known among the Goyim in our sight,
vengeance for the shefach dahm of Thy avadim.
11Let the groaning of the asir (prisoner) come before Thee;
according to the greatness of Thy Zero'a
preserve Thou those that are Bnei Temutah (sons of death);*
12And repay unto our shekhenim (neighbors) sevenfold into their kheyk
their reproach, wherewith they have reproached Thee, Adonoi.
13 So we Thy people and tzon of Thy pasture
will give Thee thanks l'olam (forever);
we will show forth Thy praise l'dor vador.

80
1 (For the one directing. Set to The Lilies of the Edut. Of Asaph. Mizmor.)
2Give ear, O Ro'eh Yisroel,
Thou that leadest Yosef like a tzon;
Thou that art enthroned between the Keruvim, shine forth.
3Before Ephrayim and Binyamin andMenasheh,
Stir up Thy gevurah (might), and come and save us.
4Turn us again, O Elohim,
and cause Thy face to shine that wemay be saved.
5HASHEM Elohim Tzva'os,
admosai (how long)wilt Thou be angry against the tefillat amecha (prayer of Thy people)?
6Thou feedest themwith the lechem dimah (bread of tears);
and givest them dima'ot (tears) to drink in great measure.
7Thoumakest us amadon (strife, contention) unto shcheneinu (our neighbors),
and oyveinu (our enemies)mock us.

* 79:11 i.e., appointed to die, doomed to die
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8Turn us again, O Elohim Tzva'os,
and cause Thy face to shine that wemay be saved.
9Thou hast brought a gefen (vine) out of Mitzrayim;
Thou hast drove out Goyim, and planted it.
10Thou preparedst room before it,
and didst cause it to take deep root,
and it filled the eretz.
11The harimwere covered with the tzel (shadow) of it,
and the branches thereof were like themighty cedars.
12 It sent out its branches unto the yam (sea),*
and its shoots unto the Nahar (river).†
13Lammah (why) hast Thou then broken down her walls,
so that all they which pass by the derech do pluck her?
14The chazir (wild boar) out of the forest doth lay it waste,
and the beasts of the sadeh doth devour it.
15 Shuv nah (return now), we beseech Thee, O Elohim Tzva'os;
look down from Shomayim, and behold, and visit gefen zot (this vine);
16And the stock which Thy Yamin (Right Hand) hath planted,
and the Ben that Thoumadest strong for Thyself.
17 It is burned with eish, it is cut down;
they perish at the ge'arah (rebuke) of Thy countenance.
18Let Thy Yad be upon the Ish Yeminecha (theMan of your Right Hand),
upon the Ben Adamwhom Thoumadest strong for Thyself.‡
19 So will we never turn back from Thee;
revive us, and wewill call upon Thy Shem.
20Turn us again, HASHEM Elohim Tzva'os;
cause Thy face to shine that wemay be saved.

81
1 (For the one directing. On the gittis. Of Asaph)
2 Sing with joy unto Elohim uzeinu (our strength);
make a joyful noise unto Elohei Ya'akov.
3Begin a song, and bring hither the tambourine,
the pleasant kinnor (harp)with the nevel (lyre).
4Blow the shofar at Rosh Chodesh,
at the full moon, on Yom Chageinu.
5For this was a chok for Yisroel,
and amishpat of the Elohei Ya'akov.
6This He ordained in Yosef for an edut,
when Hewent out over Eretz Mitzrayim;
where a language of one not known did I hear.
7 I removed his shekhem (shoulder) from the burden;
his hands were delivered from the basket.
8 In tzoros thou calledst, and I delivered thee;
I answered thee in the seter ra'am (secret place of thunder);
I tested thee at the waters of Merivah. Selah
9 Shema, OMy people, and I will admonish thee;
O Yisroel, if thou wilt pay heed untoMe;
10There shall no el zar (strange, foreign g-d) be among thee;
neither shalt thou worship any el nechar (foreign g-d).
11 I amHASHEM Eloheicha
Who brought thee out of Eretz Mitzrayim;
open thymouth wide, I will fill it.
12But My people would not pay heed to My voice;
and Yisroel would have none of Me.
13 So I gave them up

* 80:12 i.e., Mediterranean Sea † 80:12 i.e., the Euphrates ‡ 80:18 cf Ps 110:1; Dan 7:13
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unto their own heartsʼ sherirut (stubbornness);
and they walked in their ownmo'atzot (counsels).
14Oh that My people had paid heed untoMe,
and Yisroel had walked inMyways!
15 I should soon have subdued their oyevim
and turnedMy Yad (hand, power) against their adversaries.
16The haters of HASHEM should have cringed before Him;
their et (time, fate, punishment) endures l'olam.
17Hewould have fed them also with the finest of the chittah (wheat);
and with devash (honey) from the Tzur would I have satisfied thee.

82
1 (Mizmor of Asaph)
[1] Elohim standeth in the Adat El;
He judgeth among the elohim.*
2Admosai (How long)will ye judge unjustly,
and show partiality to the resha'im?

Selah
3Defend the poor and yatom (fatherless);
do justice to the oni (afflicted) and needy.
4Deliver the poor and needy;
rid them out of the yad resha'im.
5They know not, neither will they understand;
they walk on in choshech;
all the foundations of ha'aretz are shaken.
6 I have said, elohim ye are;
and all of you are Bnei HaElyon.
7But ye shall die like adam,
and fall like one of the sarim (princes).
8Arise, Elohim, judge ha'aretz;
for Thou shalt inherit kol HaGoyim.

83
1 (Shir. Mizmor of Asaph)
2Keep not Thou silent, O Elohim;
hold not Thy peace, and be not still, O El (G-d).
3For, hinei, Thine oyevim are in tumult;
and they that hate Thee have lifted up the rosh.
4They lay out a crafty conspiracy against Amecha (Thy people),
and plot against Tzefunecha (Thy sheltered, protected, hidden ones).
5They have said: Come,
and let us cut them off from being a goy (nation);
that the shem Yisroel may be nomore remembered.
6For they have plotted together with one lev;
they cut a brit against Thee;
7The ohalim Edom, and the Yishm'elim;
of Moav, and the Hagerim;
8Geval, and Ammon, and Amalek;
Peleshet (Philistia)with the inhabitants of Tzor;
9Assyria also is joined with them;
they are the zero'a (strong arm) of the Bnei Lot.

Selah
10Do unto them as untoMidyan;
as to Sisra, as to Yavin, at theWadi Kishon;*
11Which became shmad at Ein-Dor;
they became like domen (dung, fertilizer) for ha'adamah.
12Make their nobles like Orev, and like Ze'ev;
yes, all their princes like Zevach, and like Tzalmunna;

* 82:1 See Ps 82:6 and Yn 10:34 * 83:10 See Judg 4—8



TEHILLIM 83:13 623 TEHILLIM 85:1

13Who said, Let us take possession for ourselves
of the pasturelands of Elohim.
14O Elohai, make them like galgal (tumbleweed);
like chaff before the ruach (wind).
15As the eish consumeth the forest,
and as the flame setteth ablaze harim;
16 So pursue themwith Thy sa'ar (tempest, storm),
andmake them afraid with Thy storm.
17Fill their faces with shame;
that theymay seek Shimcha, HASHEM.
18Let them be put to shame and dismayed adei ad (forever);
yes, let them perish in disgrace;
19Let them have da'as that Thou alone, Shimcha HASHEM,
art Elyon al kol HaAretz.

84
1 (For the one directing. On the gittit. Mizmor for the Bnei Korach)
2How yedidot (lovely) are thymishkanot,
O HASHEM Tzva'os!
3My nefesh longeth, yea, even fainteth
for the khatzrot HASHEM(courts of HASHEM);
my lev andmy basar
crieth out for El Chai.
4Yea, the sparrow hath found a bais,
and the swallow a ken (nest) for herself,
where shemay lay her young,
even Thinemizbechot,
O HASHEM Tzva'os Malki v'Elohai.
5Ashrei are they that dwell in Thy Beis;*
they are ever praising Thee.

Selah
6Ashrei is the adamwhose oz (strength) is in Thee;
in whose lev are their highways [to Tziyon].†
7Who passing through the valley of Baca (weeping)
make it a ma'ayon (spring, fountain);
the moreh (early rain) also covereth it with berakhot (blessings).
8They go from strength to strength,
every one of themwho appeareth before Elohim in Tziyon.
9OHASHEM Elohim Tzva'os, hear my tefillah;
give ear, O Elohei Ya'akov.

Selah
10Beholdmogineinu (our shield), O Elohim,
and look upon the face of ThineMoshiach.
11For a yom in Thy khatzrot is better
than a thousand.
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the Beis Elohai,
than to dwell in the ohalim resha (tents of wickedness).
12For HASHEM Elohim is a shemesh and amogen;
HASHEMwill give chen and kavod;
no good thing will He withhold
from the holekhim b'tamim (them that walk uprightly).
13OHASHEM Tzva'os, ashrei is the adam
bote'ach (man that trusteth, hath confident faith) in Thee.

85
1 (For the one directing. Of the Bnei Korach. Mizmor)

* 84:5Hamikdash † 84:6 see Ps 84:7 [8]
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2HASHEM, Thou hast been favorable unto Thy land;
Thou hast brought back the captivity of Ya'akov.
3Thou hast forgiven the avon (iniquity) of Amecha (Thy people);
Thou hast covered all their chattat (sin).

Selah
4Thou hast withdrawn all Thy wrath;
Thou hast turned from Thine charon af.

5Turn us, O Elohei Yisheinu (G-d of our salvation),
and put away Thine ka'as (anger) toward us.
6Wilt Thou be angry with us l'olam?
Wilt Thou draw out Thine anger l'dor vador?
7Wilt Thou not revive us again;
that Amecha (Thy people)may rejoice in Thee?
8 Show us chasdecha (Thy chesed, kindness, steadfast love), HASHEM,
and grant us Thy salvation.

9 I will hear what HaEl HASHEMwill say;
for He will speak shalom unto His people, and to His Chasidim;
but let them not turn again to folly.
10 Surely His salvation is karov (near) them that fear Him;
that kavodmay dwell in Artzeinu (our land).

11Chesed and emes will meet together;
tzedek and shalomwill kiss each other.
12Emes shall titzmach (sprout forth)* out of ha'aretz;
and tzedek shall look down from Shomayim.
13Yes, HASHEM shall give that which is tov;
and Artzeinu (our land) shall yield her yevul (increase, produce).
14Tzedek shall go before Him;
and shall set us in the Derech of His steps.

86
1 (A tefillah of Dovid)
[1] Incline Thine ear, HASHEM; hear me;
for I am ani (poor) and evyon (needy).
2Be shomer over my nefesh;
for I am chasid; O Thou Elohai, save Thy eved that trusteth in Thee.
3Channeni (bemerciful) untome, Adonoi;
for I cry unto Thee kol hayom.
4 Samei'ach (rejoice) the nefesh of Thy eved;
for unto Thee, Adonoi, do I lift upmy nefesh.
5For Thou, Adonoi, art tov, and ready to forgive;
and plenteous in chesed unto all them that call upon Thee.
6Give ear, HASHEM, untomy tefillah (prayer);
and attend to the voice of my techinnot (supplications).
7 In my yom tzoros I will call upon Thee;
for Thouwilt answerme.

8Ein kamocha vaelohim (there is none like Thee among the g-ds), Adonoi;
nor are there anyma'asim like Thine.
9Kol Goyimwhom Thou hast made
shall come andworship before Thee, Adonoi;
and shall glorify Shimcha.
10For Thou art gadol, and doest nifla'ot (wondrous things);

* 85:12 T.N. Tzemach — Branch, Sprout — is the code name for Moshiach and the coming Tzemachʼs Namesake in Zech
6:11-12 isYehoshua, Yeshua— seeEzra3:8; Zech3:8; 6:11-12. Go to Jer 23:5 and lookat all the references. Theseareamong
themost important Scriptures in theBible because it is here that the savingNameofMoshiachTzidkeinu is prophetically
communicated for salvation; the word Tzemachmeans “Moshiach” and it is the code word par excellence for Moshiach
in the post-Exilic references in the minor prophets; this veiled reference to Moshiach was necessary in the situation of
the Return under Persian rule when talk of a coming king was a delicate matter.
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Thou alone art Elohim.
11Teachme Thy Derech, HASHEM;
I will walk in Thy emes;
Yachad (make undivided) levavi (my heart) to fear Thy Shem.
12 I will praise Thee, Adonoi Elohai, with all my lev;
and I will glorify Shimecha l'olam.
13For gadol is Thy chesed towardme;
and Thou hast savedmy nefesh from the lowermost Sheol.
14O Elohim, the zedim (arrogant ones, proud, insolent ones) are risen up against me,
and the adat aritzim (band of violentmen) seekmy nefesh;
and have not set Thee before them.
15But Thou, Adonoi, art El Rachum and Channun,
slow to anger, and plenteous in chesed and emes.
16O turn untome, and be gracious uponme;
give Thy oz (strength) unto Thy eved,
and save the ben amatecha (the son of Thy handmaid).
17 Showme an ot (sign) for tovah;
that they which hate memay see it, and be put to shame;
because Thou, HASHEM, hast helpedme, and comfortedme.

87
1 (Of the Bnei Korach. Amizmor. A shir)
[1] On the Harei Kodesh (HolyMountain) stands His foundation.
2HASHEM loveth the sha'arei Tziyon
more than all the mishkenot Ya'akov.
3Glorious things are spoken of thee,
O Ir HaElohim.

Selah
4To them that knowme, I will makemention of Rachav and Babylon;
hinei, Philistia, and Tzor, with Ethiopia:
this manwas born there.
5But of Tziyon it shall be said,
This one and that one were born in her;
and Elyon Himself shall establish it.
6HASHEM shall register, when Hewriteth up the people,
that this one was born there.

Selah
7The sharim (ones singing) as well as the cholelim (players on instruments) shall be there;
all my fountains are in thee.

88
1 (Shir. Mizmor of the Bnei Korach. For the one directing. According to Machalat le'annot.
Maskil of Heman the Ezrachi)
2HASHEM Elohei Yeshu'ati (G-d of my salvation),
I have cried out yom valailah before Thee.
3Let my tefillah come before Thee;
incline Thine ear untomy cry.
4Formy nefesh is full of troubles;
andmy life draweth near unto Sheol.
5 I am counted with them that go down into the bor (pit);
I am like a gever (man) that hath no strength;
6Free among themesim,
like the slain that lie in the kever,
whom Thou rememberest nomore;
and nigzaru (they are cut off, excluded)* from Thy Yad (hand, power, care).
7Thou hast laid me in the lowest bor (pit),
in darkness, in the deeps.

* 88:6 See Isa 53:8
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8Thy wrath lieth hard uponme,
and Thou hast overwhelmedmewith kol mishbarecha (all Thywaves, breakers).

Selah
9Thou hast estrangedmine acquaintances far fromme;
Thou hast mademe to'evot unto them;
I am shut up, and I cannot escape.
10Mine eye groweth dim by reason of oni (affliction);
HASHEM, I have called daily upon Thee,
I have stretched upmy hands unto Thee.
11Wilt Thou showwonders to themesim?
Shall the lifeless arise and praise Thee?

Selah
12 Shall Thy chesed be declared in the kever?
Or Thy emunah in Avaddon?
13 Shall Thy wonders be known in the choshech?
And Thy tzedakah in the Eretz Neshiyyah (land of forgetfulness, oblivion)?
14But unto Thee have I cried, HASHEM;
and in the boker shall my tefillah come before Thee.
15HASHEM, why castest Thou offmy nefesh?
Why hidest Thou Thy face fromme?
16 I am afflicted and govei'a (one being close to death) frommy youth up;
while I suffer Thy terrors I am distraught.
17Thy charon (fierce wrath) goeth over me;
Thy terrors have flayedme.
18They came round about me daily like mayim;
they close in, engulfingme.
19Ohev (lover) and re'a (companion) hast Thou estranged fromme,
andmine acquaintances have become darkness.†

89
1 (Amaskil of Eitan the Ezrachi)
2 I will sing of themercies of HASHEM olam;
withmymouth will I make known
Thy emunah (faithfulness) to dor vador.
3For I have said: Chesed shall be built up olam;
Thy emunah (faithfulness) shalt Thou establish in Shomayim itself.
4 I havemade a Brit with My Bechir (Chosen one),
I have sworn unto Dovid Avdi,
5Thy Zera will I establish ad olam,
and build up thy kisse to dor vador.

Selah
6And Shomayim shall praise Thy wonders, O HASHEM;
Thy emunah (faithfulness) also in the Kahal Kedoshim.
7For who in the heavens can be compared unto HASHEM?
Who among the bnei elim can be likened unto HASHEM?
8G-d is greatly to be feared in the sod Kedoshim (council of the holy ones),
and is awesome over all them that are around Him.
9HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os,
who is like Thee, OMighty One, HASHEM?
Thy emunah also surrounds Thee!
10Thou rulest the raging of the yam;
when the waves thereof arise, Thou stillest them.*
11Thou hast broken Rachav in pieces, as one that is slain;
Thou hast scattered Thine oyevimwith Thy strong Zero'a.
12 Shomayim are Thine, Eretz also is Thine;
as for the tevel (world) and the fulness thereof, Thou hast founded them.
13The tzafon (north) and the yamin (south) Thou hast created them;
Tavor and Chermon shall sing for joy in Thy Shem.

† 88:19 T.N. Ps 89 is a messianic Ps. * 89:10 SeeMk 4:41
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14Thou hast a mighty Zero'a;
strong is Thy Yad, and exalted is Thy Yamin.
15Tzedek andmishpat are the foundation of Thy kisse;
chesed and emes shall go before Thy face.
16Ashrei is the people that know the joyful sound;
they shall walk, HASHEM, in the ohr (light) of Thy countenance.
17 In Thy Shem shall they rejoice kol hayom;
and in Thy tzedakah shall they be exalted.
18For Thou art the tiferet (splendor, glory) of their strength;
and in Thy favor our keren shall be exalted.
19For HASHEM is ourmogen;
and the Kadosh Yisroel is Malkeinu (our king).
20Then Thou spoke in chazon (vision) to Thy chasidim,
and saidst, I have laid ezer (help) upon one that is mighty;
I have exalted one chosen out of the people.
21 I have found Dovid Avdi;
with My shemen kadosh (holy oil)meshachtiv (I anointed him);
22With whomMy yad shall be established;
Mine zero'a also shall strengthen him.
23The oyev (enemy) shall not ensnare him;
nor the ben avlah (son of wickedness) afflict him.
24And I will beat down his tzar before his face,
and strike down them that hate him.
25But My emunah (faithfulness) andMy chesed shall be with him;
and inMy Shem shall his keren be exalted.
26 I will set his yad also upon the yam,
and his yamin upon the neharot (rivers).
27He shall cry out unto Me, Thou art Avi, Eli,
and the Tzur of my Yeshu'ah (salvation).†
28Also I will make himMy Bechor,
elyon (most exalted) of the Malkhei Aretz.
29My chesed will I be shomer over for him forevermore,
andMy Brit shall stand unfailing with him.
30His zera also will I make to endure forever,
and his kisse as the days of Shomayim.
31 If his banim forsakeMy torah,
walk not in Mymishpatim,
32 If they violate My chukkot,
and are not shomer over Mymitzvot;
33Thenwill I visit their peysha with shevet (rod),
and their avon (iniquity)with stripes.
34Nevertheless My chesed will I not utterly take from him,
nor suffer My emunah (faithfulness) to fail.
35My Brit will I not violate,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips.
36Once have I sworn byMy Kodesh;
I will not lie unto Dovid.
37His zera shall endure l'olam,
and his kisse as the shemesh before Me.
38 It shall be established olam as the yarei'ach,
and as an ed ne'eman (a faithful witness) in the heavens.

Selah
39But Thou hast cast off‡ and abhorred,
Thou hast been in wrath with ThineMoshiach.
40Thou hast made void the Brit of Thy eved;
Thou hast profaned his nezer (diadem) to the ground.
41Thou hast broken down all his gederot (hedges);
Thou hast brought his strongholds to ruin.

† 89:27Mt 16:16 ‡ 89:39mem-alef-samech, see sameword Ps 118:22
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42All that pass by the derech plunder him;
he is a cherpah (reproach) to his shchenim.§
43Thou hast exalted the yamin of his adversaries;
Thou hast made all his oyevim to rejoice.
44Thou hast also turned back the edge of his cherev,
and hast not made him to stand in themilchamah.
45Thou hast made his glory to cease,
and cast his kisse down to the ground.
46The days of his youth hast thou shortened;
Thou hast covered himwith bushah (shame).

Selah
47How long, HASHEM? Wilt Thou hide Thyself lanetzach (forever)?
Shall Thy wrath burn like eish?
48Remember how short my time is.
For what vanity hast Thou created kol bnei adam?
49What gever is he that liveth, and shall not see mavet?
Shall he deliver his nefesh from the yad Sheol (power of Sheol)?

Selah
50Adonoi, where are Thy former lovingkindnesses,
which Thou didst swear unto Dovid in Thy emunah?
51Remember, Adonoi, the reproach of Thy avadim;
how I do bear inmy kheyk (bosom) the reproach of all rabbim amim (many peoples);
52Wherewith Thine oyevim have reproached, HASHEM;
wherewith they have reproached the ikkevot (footsteps) of ThineMoshiach.
53Baruch HASHEM l'olam.
Omein and Omein.

90
1 (Tefillah of Moshe, ish HaElohim)
[1] Adonoi, Thou hast been ourma'on (dwelling place) b'dor vador.
2Before the harimwere brought forth,
or ever Thou hadst formed eretz and the tevel (inhabited world),
even from olam ad olam,
Thou art El (G-d).
3Thou turnest enosh to dakka (dust);
and sayest, Shuvu, ye Bnei Adam.
4For an elef shanim in Thy sight
are but as yom etmol (yesterday)when it is past,
and as an ashmurah (watch, division of time) in the lailah.
5Thou carriest them away as with a flood;
they are as a sheinah (sleep);
in the boker they are like khatzir (grass)which withereth.
6 In the boker it flourisheth, and groweth up;
in the erev it is cut down, and drieth up.
7For we are consumed by Thine anger,
and by Thy chemah are we troubled.
8Thou hast set avonoteinu before Thee,
our secret sins in the ohr of Thy countenance.
9For kol yameinu are passed away in Thy evrah (fury);
we spend shaneinu (our years) like a sigh.
10The yamim of shnoteinu (our years, life) are threescore shanah and ten;
and if by reason of gevurot they are fourscore shanah,
yet is their boast amal (trouble, toil) and sorrow;
for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
11Who has da'as of the oz (power) of Thine anger?
Thy evrah is as great as Thy yirah (fear of, reverence owed G-d).

§ 89:42Mt 27:39
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12 So teach us to number yameinu,
that wemay apply levav unto chochmah.
13 Shuvah, HASHEM. Admosai?
Have compassion on Thy avadim.
14O satisfy us baboker with Thy chesed;
that wemay sing for joy and be glad kol yameinu (all our days).
15Make us glad according to the days wherein Thou hast afflicted us,
and the years wherein we have seen ra'ah.
16Let Thy work appear unto Thy avadim,
and Thy glory unto their banim.
17And let the no'am (favor, delightfulness) of Adonoi Eloheinu be upon us;
and establish Thou thema'aseh yadeinu upon us;
yes, the ma'aseh yadeinu establish Thou it.

91
1He that dwelleth in the seter Elyon (covering, hiding place of theMost High)
shall abide under the tzel Shaddai (shadow of the Almighty).
2 I will say of HASHEM, He is my refuge andmy fortress;
Elohai (my G-d); in Himwill I trust.
3 Surely He shall save thee from the pach yakosh ([deadly] snare of the fowler),
and from the devastating dever (plague).
4He shall cover thee with His evrah (pinion, flight feathers),
and under His kenafayim (wings) shalt thou find defense;
His Emes shall be thy shield and buckler.
5Thou shalt not be afraid of the pachad (terror) by lailah;
nor of the khetz (arrow) that flieth yomam (by day);
6Nor for the dever (plague) that walketh in darkness;
nor for the ketev (pestilence, destruction) that destroyeth at tzohorayim (noon).
7An elef (thousand)may fall at thy side,
and ten thousand at thy yamin (right hand);
but it shall not come near thee.
8Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold
and see the shillumah (recompense, retribution) of the resha'im.
9Because thou hast made HASHEM, which is my refuge,
even Elyon, thyma'on (habitation, dwelling),*
10There shall no ra'ah (evil, disaster) befall thee,
neither shall any nega come near thy ohel.
11For He shall give charge to His malachim (angels) concerning thee,
to be shomer over thee in kol drakhim of thee.
12They† shall bear thee up on their palms,
lest thou dash thy regel against an even (stone).
13Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder;
the young lion and the tannin (serpent) shalt thou trample under foot.
14Because he hath set his longing uponMe, therefore will I rescue him;
I will set him on high, because he hath da'as of Shmi (MyName).
15He shall call uponMe, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in tzoros;
I will deliver him, and honor him.
16With orech yamim (length of days, long life)will I satisfy him,
and show himMy Yeshu'ah (salvation).

92
1 (Mizmor. Shir. For Shabbos)
2 It is tov to give thanks unto HASHEM,
and tomakemusic unto Thy Shem, O Elyon;
3To proclaim Thy chesed in the boker,
and Thy emunah baleilot,

* 91:9 See Yn 14:2 † 91:12 the malachim of HASHEM
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4Upon a ten-stringed instrument, and upon the nevel (lyre);
to themelody of the kinnor (harp).
5For Thou, HASHEM, hast mademe glad through Thy work;
I will joy in the works of Thy hands.
6HASHEM, how great are Thy works!
And Thymachshe'vot (thoughts) are very deep.
7An ish ba'ar (brutish, senselessman, dolt) knoweth not;
neither doth a kesil (fool) understand this.
8When the resha'im spring up like the esev (grass),
and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish,
it is that they shall be destroyed adei-ad (forever).
9But Thou, HASHEM, art exalted l'olam.
10For, hinei, Thine enemies, HASHEM,
for, hinei, Thine enemies shall perish;
all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
11But my keren shalt Thou exalt like the keren of a re'eim (wild ox);
I shall be anointed with fresh shemen.
12Mine eye also shall look onmine foes,
andmine ears shall hear of the resha'im
that rise up against me.
13The tzaddik shall flourish like the palm tree;
he shall grow like a cedar in Levanon.
14Those that are planted in the Beis HASHEM
shall flourish in the khatzerot Eloheinu (courts of our G-d).
15They shall still bear forth fruit in old age;
they shall be deshenim (stalwart, vigorous) and ra'ananim (luxuriant, fresh);
16To proclaim that HASHEM is yashar;
He is my Tzur, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.

93
1HASHEM reigneth,
He is robed withmajesty;
HASHEM is clothed with strength,
wherewith He hath girded Himself;
the tevel (world) also is established,
that it cannot bemoved.
2Thy kisse is established of old;
Thou art me'olam (from everlasting).
3The floods have lifted up, HASHEM,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their waves.
4HASHEM on high is mightier
than the noise of mayim rabbim,
yea, than themighty waves of the yam.
5Thy testimonies are very sure;
Kodesh becometh Thine Beis, HASHEM,
forever.

94
1HASHEM G-d, to whom vengeance belongeth;
O G-d, to whom vengeance belongeth, show Thyself.
2Rise up, Thou Shofet HaAretz;
render gemul (recompense, desert) to the ge'im (proud ones).
3Admosai, HASHEM, shall the resha'im,
how long shall the resha'im triumph?
4How long shall they utter and speakmalicious lies?
And all the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity) glorify themselves?
5They crush Thy people, HASHEM,
and afflict Thine nachalah.
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6They slay the almanah and the ger,
andmurder the yetomim (fatherless, orphans).
7Yet they say, HASHEM shall not see,
neither shall the Elohei Ya'akov regard it.
8Understand, ye brutish among the people;
and ye kesilim (fools), when will ye get seichel?
9He that planted the ozen (ear), shall He not hear?
He that formed the ayin (eye), shall He not see?
10He that chastiseth the Goyim, shall not He reprove?
He that is the melamed (teacher) of da'as to adam?
11HASHEM knoweth themachshevot (thoughts) of adam,
that they are hevel (vanity, futile).
12Ashrei (blessed) is the gever whom Thou chastenest, HASHEM,
and teachest him out of Thy torah;
13That Thoumayest grant him relief from the days of rah,
until a shachat (pit) is dug for the rasha.
14For HASHEMwill not cast off His people,
neither will He forsake His nachalah.
15But mishpat shall revert unto tzedek;
and all the yishrei lev (upright in heart) shall follow after it.
16Whowill rise up for Me against the evildoers?
Or whowill take a stand for Me against the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity)?
17Unless HASHEM had beenmy help,
my nefesh had almost dwelt in dumah (silence).
18When I said, My regel (foot) slippeth,
Thy chesed, HASHEM, held me up.
19 In themultitude of my anxieties withinme
Thy comforts delight my nefesh.
20 Shall the kisse of corruption have chavurah (fellowship)with Thee,
those, which deviseth evil by a chok (statute)?
21They band together against the nefesh of the tzaddik,
and condemn dahm naki (innocent blood).
22But HASHEM is my stronghold;
and Elohai is the Tzur of my refuge.
23And He shall turn back upon them their own iniquity,
and shall destroy them for their ownwickedness;
HASHEM Eloheinu shall destroy them.

95
1O come, let us sing unto HASHEM;
let us make a joyful noise to the Tzur of our salvation.
2Let us come before His presence with todah,
and extol Himwith zemirot (joyful songs).
3For HASHEM is El Gadol,
andMelech Gadol above kol elohim (g-ds).
4 In His yad are the deep places of ha'aretz;
the peaks of the harim are His also.
5The yam is His, and Hemade it;
and His hands formed the yabashah (dry land).
6O come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before HASHEM Oseinu (ourMaker).
7For He is Eloheinu;
and we are the people of His pasture,
and the tzon of His yad.
Today if ye will hear His voice,
8Harden not your lev, as in Merivah,
and as in the YomMassah in themidbar;
9When your avot testedMe,
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triedMe, and sawMywork.
10Arba'im shanahwas I grieved with this generation,
and said, It is a people that do stray in their lev,
and they have no da'as of Myways;
11Unto whom I swore an oath inMywrath
that they should not enter into Mymenuchah.

96
1O sing unto HASHEM a shir chadash;
sing unto HASHEM, kol ha'aretz.
2 Sing unto HASHEM, barakhu Shmo,
show forth His Yeshu'ah (salvation) from day to day.
3Declare His kavod among the Goyim,
His nifle'ot (marvelous deeds) among all peoples.
4For HASHEM is gadol, andme'od to be praised;
He is to be feared above all elohim.
5For kol elohei HaAmim are elilim (idols);
but HASHEMmade Shomayim.
6Hod and hadar are before Him;
oz and tiferet are in His Mikdash.
7Render unto HASHEM, O yemishpekhot of the nations,
render unto HASHEM kavod and oz.
8Render unto HASHEM the kavod due unto Shmo;
bring aminchah, and come into His khatzerot (courtyards).
9Oworship HASHEM in the hadrat Kodesh;
fear before Him, kol ha'aretz.
10 Say among the Goyim that HASHEM reigneth;
the tevel also is established that it shall not bemoved;
He shall judge the Amim bemeysharim (in equity, in uprightness).
11Let Shomayim rejoice, and let ha'aretz be glad;
let the yam roar, and the fullness thereof.
12Let the sadeh be jubilant, and all that is therein;
then shall kol atzei ya'ar (all the trees of the forest) sing for joy
13Before HASHEM; for He cometh,
for He cometh to judge ha'aretz;
He shall judge tevel betzedek (world in righteousness),
and Amimwith His emunah (truth).

97
1HASHEM reigneth; let ha'aretz rejoice;
let the multitude of isles thereof be glad.
2Anan and darkness are round about Him;
tzedek andmishpat are the foundation of His kisse.
3Eish goeth before Him,
and burneth up His enemies on every side.
4His lightnings light up the tevel;
ha'aretz saw, and trembled.
5The harimmelted like wax at the presence of HASHEM,
at the presence of Adon kol HaAretz.
6HaShomayim declare His tzedek,
and kol ha'amim see His kavod.
7 Shamed be all they that serve pesel,
that boast themselves of elilim;
worship Him, kol elohim.
8Tziyon heard, and was glad;
and the banot Yehudah rejoiced
because of Thymishpatim, HASHEM.
9For Thou, HASHEM, art Elyon above kol ha'aretz;
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Thou art exalted far above kol elohim.
10Ye that love HASHEM, hate rah;
He preserveth the nefashot of His chasidim;
He delivereth them out of the yad resha'im.
11Ohr dawns for the tzaddik,
and simchah for the yishrei lev (upright in heart).
12Rejoice in HASHEM, ye tzaddikim;
and give thanks at the remembrance of His kodesh (holiness).

98
1 (A Mizmor)
[1] O sing unto HASHEM a shir chadash;
for He hath donemarvellous things;
His right hand, and His zero'a kodesh,
hath gotten Him victory.
2HASHEM hathmade knownHis Yeshu'ah (salvation);
His tzedek hath He openly showed
in the sight of the Goyim.
3He hath remembered His chesed
and His emes toward the Bais Yisroel;
all the ends of ha'aretz
have seen the Yeshu'at Eloheinu (salvation of our G-d).
4Make a joyful noise unto HASHEM, kol ha'aretz;
make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.
5 Sing unto HASHEMwith the kinnor;
with the kinnor, and the voice of singing.
6With trumpets and sound of the shofar
make a joyful noise before HaMelech HASHEM.
7Let the yam roar, and the fullness thereof;
the tevel, and they that dwell therein.
8Let the floods clap their hands;
let the harim be joyful together
9Before HASHEM; for He cometh to judge ha'aretz;
with tzedek shall He judge the tevel,
and the people withmeisharim (uprightness).

99
1HASHEM reigneth;
let the nations tremble;
He sitteth between the keruvim;
let ha'aretz be shaken.
2HASHEM is great in Tziyon;
and He is high above all the nations.
3Let them praise Thy Shem gadol v'nora;
for it is kadosh.
4TheMighty King also lovethmishpat;
Thou dost establish equity,
Thou executest mishpat and tzedakah in Ya'akov.
5Exalt ye HASHEM Eloheinu,
and worship at His footstool; for He is kadosh.
6Moshe and Aharon among His kohanim,
and Shmuel among them that call upon Shmo;
they called upon HASHEM,
and He answered them.
7He spoke unto them in the ammud anan (pillar of cloud);
they were shomer over His statutes,
and the chok (ordinance) that He gave them.
8Thou answeredst them, HASHEM Eloheinu;
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Thouwast El (G-d) that forgavest them,
though Thou tookest vengeance of their misdeeds.
9Exalt HASHEM Eloheinu,
and worship at His Har Kodesh;
for HASHEM Eloheinu is kadosh.

100
1 (Mizmor l'todah)
[1] Make a joyful shout unto HASHEM, all ye lands.
2 Serve HASHEMwith simchah;
come before His presence with joyful singing.
3Know ye that HASHEMHe is Elohim;
it is He that hathmade us, and not we ourselves,
His people, the tzon of His pasture.
4Enter into His she'arim (gates)with todah,
and into His khatzerot (courts)with tehillah;
be thankful unto Him, and bless Shmo.
5For HASHEM is good;
His chesed is l'olam;
and His emunah (faithfulness) endureth dor vador.

101
1 (Of Dovid. Mizmor)
[1] I will sing of chesed andmishpat;
unto Thee, HASHEM, will I sing.
2 I will study the derech tamim.
Owhenwilt Thou come untome?
I will walk withinmy bais
with tam levav.
3 I will set no devar beliyya'al
before mine eyes;
I hate the work of them that fall away;
it shall not cleave to me.
4A lev ikkesh (perverse heart) shall be far fromme;
I will not tolerate rah.
5The one who slandereth ba'seter (in secret) his neighbor,
himwill I destroy;
him that hath haughty einayim (eyes) and a proud levav
will I not endure.
6Mine eyes shall be upon the ne'emenei eretz (faithful of the land),
that theymay dwell withme;
he that walketh in a derech tamim,
he shall minister to me.
7He that worketh remiyyah (deceit)
shall not dwell withinmy bais;
he that speaketh shekarim (falsehoods, lies)
shall not continue inmy presence.
8 In the bokerim I will destroy
all rishei eretz (wicked ones of the land);
that I may cut off all doers of evil
from the Ir HASHEM.

102
1 (A tefillah of one afflicted; when he is faint, he pours out his si'akh [complaint] before
HASHEM)
2Hearmy tefillah, HASHEM,
and let my cry for help come unto Thee.
3Hide not Thy face fromme in the yom tzar (day of distress);
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incline Thine ear untome;
in the yomwhen I call, answerme speedily.
4Formy yamim are consumed like ashan (smoke),
andmy atzmot burn like a furnace.
5My lev is struck, and withered like esev;
so that I forget to eat my lechem.
6By reason of the voice of my groaning
my atzmot have deveykus to my basar.
7 I am like a bird of themidbar;
I am like an owl of the desert.
8 I keep watch, and am like a tzippor (bird)
alone upon the gag (housetop, roof).
9Mine oyevim (enemies) reproachme kol hayom;
and they that revile me curse byme.
10For I have eaten ashes like lechem,
andmingledmy drink with tears.
11Because of Thine za'am (indignation) and Thy ketsef (wrath, anger);
for Thou hast liftedme up, and cast me down.
12My days are like a tzel (shadow) that lengtheneth;
and I amwithered like esev (grass).
13But Thou, HASHEM, shall endure l'olam;
and Thymemory unto dor vador.
14Thou shalt arise, and havemercy upon Tziyon;
for the time to favor her,
the mo'ed (set time, appointed time) has come.
15For Thy avadim cherish her avanim (stones),
and pity her aphar.
16 So the Goyim shall fear the ShemHASHEM,
and all the melachim of ha'aretz will revere Thy glory.
17When HASHEM shall build up Tziyon,
He shall appear in His Kavod.
18Hewill regard the tefillah of the destitute,
and not despise their tefillah.
19This shall be written for a dor acharon (future generation);
and the people which shall be created shall praise HASHEM.
20For He hath looked down from the height of His Kodesh;
from Shomayim did HASHEM behold Eretz;
21To hear the groaning of the asir (prisoner);
to release those that are bnei temutah (men* death);
22To declare the ShemHASHEM in Tziyon,
and His tehillah (praise) in Yerushalayim;
23When the peoples are gathered together in assembly,
and themamlachot (kingdoms), to serve HASHEM.
24He bowed downmy ko'ach in the derech;
He cut short my yamim.
25 I said, Omy G-d,
takeme not away in themidst of my yamim;
Thy years are dor dorim (throughout all generations).
26Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of ha'aretz;
and Shomayim is thema'aseh (work) of Thy hands.
27They shall perish, but Thou shalt remain;
and all of them shall wear out like a beged (garment);
like a vesture shalt Thou change them, and they shall be changed;
28But Thou art the same,
and Thy shanot (years) shall have no end.
29The children of Thy avadim shall dwell,

* 102:21 appointed to
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and their zera shall be established before Thee.

103
1 (Of Dovid)
[1]Barachi (Bless)HASHEM, Omy nefesh;
and all that is withinme, bless His Shem kodesh.
2Barachi HASHEM, Omy nefesh,
and forget not all His gmulim (benefits);
3Who forgiveth all thine avonim (iniquities);
Who healeth all thy diseases;
4Who is the Go'el (Redeemer) of thy life from shachat (corruption, pit, grave);
Who crowneth thee with chesed and rachamim;
5Who satisfieth thymouth with tov;
so that thy ne'urim is made chadash like the nesher.
6HASHEM executeth tzedakot
andmishpatim for all that are oppressed.
7Hemade knownHis drakhim untoMoshe,
His deeds unto the Bnei Yisroel.
8HASHEM is rachum and channun,
slow to anger, and plenteous in chesed.
9Hewill not strive l'netzach;
neither will He keep His anger l'olam.
10He hath not dealt with us according to chata'einu (our sins);
nor repaid us according to avonoteinu (our iniquities).
11For as Shomayim is high above ha'aretz,
so great is His chesed toward them that fear Him.
12As far as themizrach (east) is from thema'arav (west),
so far hath He removed peysha'einu (our transgressions) from us.
13As an av has compassion on banim
so HASHEM has compassion on them that fear Him.
14For He has da'as of yitzreinu (our nature);
He remembereth that aphar anachnu (dust we are).
15As for enosh (mankind), his yamim are like khatzir (green grass, herbage);
like tzitz hasadeh (a flower of the field), so he flourisheth.
16For the ruach (wind) passeth over it, and it is gone;
and the place thereof shall remember it nomore.
17But the chesed HASHEM is me'olam v'ad olam (from everlasting to everlasting)
upon them that fear Him,
and His tzedakah unto bnei banim;
18To such as are shomer over His Brit,
and to those that remember His precepts to do them.
19HASHEM hath established His kisse (throne) in Shomayim;
and His malchut ruleth over all.
20Barachu HASHEM, ye His malachim,
gibborei ko'ach (mighty ones of power), that do His bidding,
paying heed unto the voice of His Davar.
21Barachu HASHEM, all ye His Tzivos;
ye mesharetim (ministers) of His, that do His ratzon (will).
22Barachu HASHEM, all His ma'asim
in all places of His memshalet (dominion);
Barachi HASHEM, Omy nefesh.

104
1Barachi (bless)HASHEM, Omy nefesh.
HASHEM Elohai, Thou art gadol me'od;
Thou art clothed with hod (honor) and hadar (majesty).
2Who coverest Thyself with ohr (light) as with a garment;
Who stretchest out Shomayim like a tent (curtain);
3Who layeth the beams of His aliyyot (upper rooms) on themayim;
Whomaketh the clouds His merkavah;
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Whowalketh upon the wings of the ruach (wind);
4Whomaketh ruchot (spirits, winds)His malachim;
His mesharetim (ministers), flaming eish.
5Who laid themekhonim (foundations) of ha'aretz,
that it should not move out of place olam va'ed.
6Thou coveredst it with the tehom (deep) as with a garment;
the mayim stood above the harim (mountains).
7At Thy ga'arah (rebuke) they fled;
at the voice of Thy thunder they hasted away.
8They go up by the harim (mountains);
they go down by the beka'ot (valleys)
unto themakom (place)which Thou hast assigned for them.
9Thou hast set a boundary that they*may not pass over;
that they return not to cover ha'aretz.
10He sendeth thema'ayanim (springs) into the ravines,
which run among the harim.
11They give drink to every beast of the sadeh;
the pera'im (donkeys) quench their thirst.
12By them shall the oph HaShomayim have their habitation,
which sing among the branches.
13Hewatereth the harim fromHis aliyyot (upper rooms);
ha'aretz is satisfied with the p'ri (fruit) of Thyma'asim.
14He causeth the khatzir (grass) to grow for the behemah,
and esev for the avodas ha'adam;
that hemay bring forth lechem out of ha'aretz;
15And yayin that maketh glad levav enosh,
and shemen tomake panim (faces) to shine,
and lechemwhich strengtheneth levav enosh.
16The trees of HASHEM are full of sap,
the arazim (cedars) of Levanon, which He hath planted;
17Where the tzipporim (birds)make their nests;
as for the khasidah (stork), the beroshim (cypresses) are her bais.
18The high hills are amakhseh (refuge, shelter) for the wild goats;
and the rocks for the gophers.
19He appointed the yarei'ach for mo'adim;
the shemesh knoweth the place of its going down.
20Thoumakest choshech, and it is lailah;
wherein all the beasts of the ya'ar (forest) do creep forth.
21The young lions roar after their teref (prey),
and seek their okhel from G-d.
22The shemesh ariseth, they retreat,
and lay themselves down in their me'onot (dwelling places, dens, homes).†
23Adam goeth forth unto his work
and to his avodah (labor, service) until erev.
24HASHEM, howmanifold are Thyma'asim!
In chochmah (wisdom)‡ hast Thoumade them all;
ha'aretz is full of Thy riches.
25 So is this gadol (great) and rekhav (wide, spacious) yam (sea),
wherein are remes (creeping things),
innumerable swarming chayyot (creatures), ketanot and gedolot.
26There go the oniyyot (ships);
there is that Leviathan, whomThou hastmade lesakhek (to play, to sport, to frolic) therein.
27These wait all upon Thee;
that Thoumayest give them their ochel (food) in due season.

* 104:9 the waters † 104:22 Yn 14:2 ‡ 104:24 cf Ps 33:6; Yn 1:1
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28That Thou givest them they gather;
Thou openest Thine yad, they are satisfied with tov.
29Thou hidest Thy face, they are troubled;
Thou takest away their ruach, they expire,
and return to their aphar.
30Thou sendest forth Thy Ruach,§ they are created;
and Thou renewest the face of adamah (earth).
31The Kavod HASHEM shall endure l'olam;
HASHEM shall rejoice in His ma'asim (works).
32He looketh on ha'aretz, and it trembleth;
He toucheth the harim, and they smoke.
33 I will sing unto HASHEM as long as I live;
I will sing praise to Elohai while I havemy being.
34Maymy si'akh (musing, meditation) be acceptable to Him;
I will have simchah in HASHEM.
35Let the chatta'im (sinners) be consumed from ha'aretz,
and let the resha'im (wicked) be nomore.
Baruch HASHEM, Omy nefesh.
Praise HASHEM!

105
1O give thanks unto HASHEM; call upon Shmo;
make knownHis deeds among the amim.
2 Sing unto Him, sing praise unto Him;
talk ye of all His nifle'ot (wondrousworks).
3Glory ye in the Shem Kadosh of Him;
let the lev of them that seek HASHEM be glad.
4 Seek HASHEM, and His oz (strength);
seek His face tamid.
5Remember His nifla'ot (marvellous works) that He hath done;
His mofetim (wonders), and themishpatim of His mouth;
6O ye zera AvrahamHis eved,
ye Bnei Ya'akov His Bechirim (chosen ones).
7He is HASHEM Eloheinu;
His mishpatim are in kol ha'aretz.
8He hath remembered His Brit l'olam,
the Dvar which He commanded to an elef dor (a thousand generations),
9Which Brit Hemade with Avraham,
and His shevu'ah (oath) unto Yitzchak;
10And confirmed the same unto Ya'akov for a chok (decree),
and to Yisroel as Brit Olam;
11 Saying, Unto thee will I give Eretz Kena'an,
the chevel (lot, portion) of your nachalah.
12When they were but few inmispar (number),
very few, and gerim (strangers) in it.
13When they went from one goy (nation) to another,
from onemamlachah (kingdom) to am acher (another people);
14He permitted no adam to oppress them;
and He reprovedmelachim for their sakes;
15 Saying, Touch not Minemeshichim (anointed ones, MyMessianics),
and doMy nevi'im no harm.
16Moreover He called for a ra'av (famine) upon ha'aretz;
He broke the kol matteh (whole staff of, all supply of) lechem.
17He sent an ish before them, even Yosef,
who was sold as an eved (slave);
18Whose regel they hurt with the kevel (shackle);
his nefesh was laid in barzel;

§ 104:30Hakodesh
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19Until the time that his dvar (prophecy, word) came to pass;
the Imrat HASHEM(revelation, word of G-d),* had tested him.
20TheMelech sent and released him,
the Moshel Amim, and set him free.
21Hemade him adon of his bais,
andmoshel of all his possessions;
22To bind† his sarim (princes) at his pleasure;
and teach his zekenim chochmah.

23Yisroel also came into Mitzrayim;
thus Ya'akov sojourned in Eretz Cham.
24And He increased Amo (His people) greatly;
andmade them stronger than their enemies.
25He turned their lev to hate Amo,
to deal cunningly with His avadim.
26He sent Moshe His Eved;
and Aharon whomHe had chosen.
27They showed His Otot (signs) among them,
andmofetim (wonders) in Eretz Cham.
28He sent choshech, andmade it dark;
and they rebelled not against His Devar.
29He turned their mayim into dahm,
andmade their dag (fish) die.
30Their land brought forth tzfarde'im (frogs) in abundance,
even in the chadarim (rooms) of their melachim.
31He spoke, and there came arov (flies),
and kinim (lice) in all their territory.
32He gave them barad (hail) for geshem (rain),
and eish of lightning in their land.
33He struck down their gefen also and their te'enah (fig tree);
and broke the trees of their territory.
34He spoke, and the arbeh (locusts) came,
and grasshoppers, and that without number,
35And did eat up all the esev (herbs) in their land,
and devoured their p'ri adamah (fruit of the ground).
36He struck down also kol bechor in their land,
the reshit (firstfruit) of all their strength.

37He brought them forth also with kesef and zahav;
and there was not one stumbling among His Shvatim (tribes).
38Mitzrayimwas glad when they departed;
for the pachad (terror, dread) of them had fallen upon them.

39He spread an anan for a curtain;
and eish to give light in the lailah.
40The people asked, and He brought slav (quails),
and satisfied themwith the lechem Shomayim.
41He opened the Tzur, and themayim gushed out;
it ran in the dry places like a nahar.
42For He remembered His Davar Kadosh,
and AvrahamHis eved.

43And He brought forth His people with sasson,
and His chosen with joyful shouts;
44And gave them the lands of the Goyim;
and they inherited the amal (labor, toil) of the amim;
45That theymight be shomer over His chukkot,
and observe His torot (laws).
Praise HASHEM.

* 105:19 i.e., revelation of that which set forth saving promises † 105:22 in prison
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106
1Praise HASHEM!
O give thanks unto HASHEM; for He is tov;
for His chesed endureth l'olam.
2Who can speak of the gevurot (mighty acts) of HASHEM?
Who can show forth all His tehillah (praise)?
3Ashrei (happy, blessed) are they who are shomrei mishpat,
and he that doeth tzedakah at all times.

4Rememberme, HASHEM, with the favor that Thou bearest unto Thy people;
O visit me with Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation);
5That I may see the good of Bechireicha (Thy chosen ones),
that I may rejoice in the simchah of Thy nation,
that I may glory with Thine nachalah (the people of Thy inheritance).

6We have sinned with Avoteinu,
we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly.
7Avoteinu had no seichal concerning Thy nifla'ot (wonders) in Mitzrayim;
they remembered not themultitude of Thymercies
but provoked Him at the yam, even at the Yam Suf.
8Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of Shmo,
that Hemight make His gevu'rot (mighty power) to be known.
9He rebuked the Yam Suf also, and it dried up;
so He led them through the tehomot, as through themidbar.
10And He saved them from the yad of him that hated them,
and He acted to make the go'el redemption from the yad of the oyev (enemy).
11And themayim covered their enemies;
there was not echad (one) of them left surviving.
12Then believed they in His Devarim;
they sang His tehillah.

13Then they hurried, they forgot His ma'asim;
they waited not for His etzah (counsel, advice, wisdom);
14But lusted exceedingly in themidbar,
and tempted G-d in the desert.
15And He gave them their she'elah (request);
but sent leanness into their nefesh.

16They enviedMoshe also in themachaneh,
and Aharon the kadosh HASHEM(Aharon the holy one ofHASHEM).
17Eretz opened and swallowed up Datan
and covered over the Adat Aviram (the company of Aviram).
18And an eish was kindled in their edah (assembly);
the flame burned up the resha'im.

19Theymade an egel (a calf) in Chorev,
and worshiped amassekhah (molden image).
20Thus they exchanged their kavod
for a tavnit shor (likeness of an ox) that eateth esev (grass).
21They forgot G-d their Moshi'a,
Who had done gedolot in Mitzrayim;
22Nifla'ot (wondrousworks) in Eretz Cham,
and nora'ot (awesome things) by the Yam Suf.
23Therefore He said that He would destroy them,
had not Moshe His bechir (chosen one)
stood before Him in the peretz (breach),
to turn away His wrath, lest He should destroy them.

24Then they despised the eretz chemdah (desirable land);
they believed not His Devar;
25But murmured in their ohalim,
and paid heed not unto the kol (voice) of HASHEM.
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26Therefore* He lifted up His yad against them,
that He would overthrow them in themidbar;
27Tomake their zera fall also among the Goyim,
and to scatter them among the aratzot (lands).
28They joined themselves also unto Ba'al-Pe'or,
and ate the zivkhei mesim (sacrifices offered to the dead).
29Thus they provoked Him to anger with their inventions;
and themagefah (plague) broke out among them.
30Then stood up Pinchas, and interposed;
and so themagefah (plague)was halted.
31And that was counted unto him for tzedakah
l'dor vador ad olam.
32They angered Him also at the waters of Merivah,
so that it went ill with Moshe on their account;
33Because they provoked his ruach
and he† spoke unadvisedly with his sfatayim (lips).
34They did not destroy the amim (peoples),
as HASHEM commanded them;
35But theymingled with the Goyim,
and learned their ma'asim (works, customs).
36And they served their atzabim (idols);
which were amokesh (snare) unto them.
37And they sacrificed their banim
and their banot unto shedim (demons),
38And they shed dahm naki (innocent blood),
even the dahm of their banim and of their banot,
whom they sacrificed unto the atzabei Kena'an (idols of Canaan);
and HaAretz was polluted with blood-guilt.
39Thus theymade themselves tamehwith their ownma'asim,
and went a-whoring with their own inventions.
40Therefore was the wrath of HASHEM kindled against His people,
insomuch that He abhorred His own nachalah.
41And He gave them into the yad Goyim;
and they that hated them ruled over them.
42Their oyevim also oppressed them,
and they were brought into subjection under their yad.
43Many times did He deliver them;
but they provoked Himwith their etzah (counsel),
and so perished in their avon (iniquity).
44Nevertheless He regarded their affliction,
when He heard their rinnah (cry of grief);
45And He remembered for their sake His Brit,
and relented according to themultitude of His chasadim (lovingkindnesses).
46Hemade them also to be pitied with rachamim
by all those that carried them away as captives.
47Hoshieini (save us), HASHEM Eloheinu,
and gather us from among the Goyim,
to give thanks unto Thy Shem Kadosh,
and to glory in Thy tehillah (praise).
48Baruch HASHEM Elohei Yisroel
min haOlam v'ad haOlam;
and let kol HaAm say, Omein.
Praise HASHEM!

107
1O give thanks unto HASHEM, for He is tov;

* 106:26 in oath † 106:33Moshe
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ki l'olam chasdo (for Hismercy endureth forever).
2Let the Geulei HASHEM(the redeemed ofHASHEM) say so,
whomHe hath redeemed from the yad tzar;
3And gathered them out of the lands,
from themizrach (east), and from thema'arav (west),
from the tzafon (north), and from the yam (sea).
4They wandered in themidbar in a desolate region;
they found no derech to an ir moshav (inhabited city).
5Re'evim (hungry) and tzeme'im (thirsty),
their nefesh fainted within them.
6Then they cried unto HASHEM in their tzoros,
and He delivered them out of their distresses.
7And He led them forth by the derech yesharah
that theymight go to an ir moshav.
8Oh that menwould praise HASHEM for His chesed,
and for His nifla'ot (wonderful works) to the Bnei Adam!
9For He satisfieth the longing nefesh,
and filleth the hungry nefesh with the tov.
10 Such as sit in choshech and in tzalmavet,
being bound in oni and barzel (iron);
11Because they rebelled against the words of G-d,
and despised the atzat Elyon (counsel of theMost High);
12Therefore He brought down their lev with amal (toil);
they stumbled, and there was no ozer (helper).
13Then they cried out unto HASHEM in their tzoros,
and He saved them out of their distresses.
14He brought them out of choshech and tzalmavet,
and broke apart their chains.
15Oh that menwould praise HASHEM for His chesed,
and for His nifla'ot (wonderful works) to the Bnei Adam!
16For He hath broken down the dlatot nechoshet,
and cut asunder the bars of barzel (iron).
17Fools because of their derech peysha,
and because of their avonot (iniquities), were afflicted.
18Their nefesh abhorreth all manner of ochel (food);
and they drew near unto the sha'arei mavet (gates of death).
19Then they cried unto HASHEM in their tzoros,
and He saveth them out of their distresses.
20He sent His Davar, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions.*

21Oh that menwould praise HASHEM for His chesed,
and for His nifla'ot (wonderful works) to the Bnei Adam!
22And let them sacrifice the zivkhei todah (sacrifices of thanksgiving),
and recount His works with joyful singing.
23They that go down to the yam in oniyot (ships),
that do business onmayim rabbim (great waters);
24These have seen thema'asei HASHEM,
and His nifla'ot (wonders) in the deep.
25For He commandeth,
and raiseth up a ruach sa'arah (stormywind),
which lifteth up the galim (waves) thereof.
26They†mount up to Shomayim,
they went down again to the tehomot (depths);
their nefeshmelted in ra'ah (peril, trouble).
27They reeled and staggered like a shikkor,
and were at their witʼs end.
* 107:20 See Yn 1:1, 14; Mt 4:23 † 107:26 the galim
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28Then they cried unto HASHEM in their tzoros,
and He brought them out of their distresses.
29Hemade the sa'arah (storm) a calm,
so that the galim (waves) thereof were still.‡
30Thenwere they glad because they were quiet;
so He brought them unto their makhoz chefetz (desired haven, city, district, boundary).
31Oh that menwould praise HASHEM for His chesed,
and for His nifla'ot (wonderful works) to the Bnei Adam!
32Let them exalt Him also in the Kehal Am,
and praise Him in themoshav zekenim (council of the elders).
33He turneth neharot (rivers) into amidbar,
and the springs of water into dry ground;
34An eretz p'ri (fruitful land) into salt wasteland,
because of the wickedness of them that dwell therein.
35He turneth themidbar into an agam (pool, lake) of mayim,
and dry ground into springs of water.
36And there Hemaketh the hungry to dwell,
that theymay found an ir moshav (an inhabited city);
37And sow the sadot, and plant kramim,
and acquire p'ri tevu'ah (fruits of increase).
38Hemade a brocha on them also, so that they aremultiplied greatly;
and He doth not permit their behemah to decrease.
39Again, they are diminished and brought low through otzer (oppression),
ra'ah (calamity, peril, trouble) and yagon (sorrow, grief).
40He poureth contempt upon nedivim (nobles),
and causeth them to wander in the wilderness, where there is no derech.
41Yet setteth He the evyon (needy) up above oni (affliction),
andmaketh himmishpekhot like a tzon (flock).
42The yesharim (upright ones) shall see it, and rejoice with simchah;
and all iniquity shall shut its mouth.
43Whosoever is chacham, and will be shomer over these things,
even they shall understand the chasdei HASHEM(lovingkindnesses ofHASHEM).

108
1 (Shir. Mizmor of Dovid)
2O Elohim, my lev is nachon;
I will sing andmakemusic,
even withmy kavod (glory, soul).
3Awake, nevel and kinnor;
I will awaken the shachar (dawn).
4 I will praise Thee, HASHEM, among the peoples;
and I will sing praises unto Thee among the nations.
5For Thy chesed is gadol above Shomayim;
and Thy emes reacheth unto the clouds.
6Be Thou exalted, Elohim, above Shomayim;
and Thy kavod above kol ha'aretz;
7That Thy belovedmay be delivered;
hoshiah (save)with Thy Yamin, and answerme.
8Elohim hath spoken in His Kodesh;
I will rejoice,
I will divide Shechem,
andmeasure out the Valley of Sukkot.
9Gil'ad is Mine; Menasheh is Mine;
Ephrayim also is themaoz of Mine rosh;
Yehudah is Mymechokek (lawgiver);
10Moav is Mywashbasin;
over Edomwill I toss My na'al (sandal);
‡ 107:29Mk 4:41
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over Philistia will I shout in triumph.
11Whowill bringme into the fortified city?
Whowill leadme into Edom?
12Wilt not Thou, Elohim,Who hast cast us off?
Andwilt not Thou, Elohim, go forth with our Tzivos?
13Give us help against the enemy;
for vain is the teshuat adam (help of man).
14Through Elohimwe shall do valiantly;
for He it is that shall tread down our enemies.

109
1 (For the one directing. Of Dovid. Mizmor)
[1] Hold not Thy peace, O Elohei tehillati;
2For themouth of the rasha and themouth of themirmah
are opened against me;
they have spoken against mewith a leshon sheker (a lying tongue).
3They surroundedme also with divrei sinah (words of hatred);
and attackedmewithout cause.
4 In return for my ahavah they aremy adversaries;
but I give myself unto tefillah (prayer).
5Thus they have laid uponme ra'ah for tovah,
and sinah for my ahavah.
6 Set Thou a rasha (wickedman) over him;
and let Satan (the Accuser) stand at his yamin (right hand).
7When he shall be tried, let him be in the judgment condemned;
and let his tefillah (prayer) become sin.
8Let his yamim be few;
and let another take his pekuddah.*
9Let his banim be yetomim,
and his isha an almanah.
10Let his banim be continually vagabonds, and beg;
let them seek from their ruins.
11Let the nosheh (creditor) seize all that he hath;
and let the zarim (strangers) plunder his labor.
12Let there be none to extend chesed unto him;
neither let there be any to favor his yetomim.
13Let his posterity be cut off;
and in the dor acher (generation following) let their shem be blotted out.
14Let the avon of his avot be remembered before HASHEM;
and let not the chattat immo be blotted out.
15Let them be before HASHEM tamid,
that Hemay cut off thememory of them from ha'aretz.
16Because he remembered not to show chesed,
but persecuted the ish oni and the evyon,
that hemight even slay the nikheh levav (broken-hearted person).
17As he loved kelalah (cursing),
so it came on him; as he delighted not in brocha (blessing),
so it was far from him.
18As he clothed himself with kelalah as with his garment,
so let it come into his inward parts like mayim,
and like shemen into his atzmot.
19Let it be unto him like a beged which covereth him,
and for a belt wherewith he is girded tamid (continually).
20This is the reward of mine adversaries fromHASHEM,
and of them that speak rah against my nefesh.
21But Thou OHASHEM Adonoi, do withme for the sake of Thy Name;
because Thy chesed is tov, deliver Thoume.

* 109:8 See Ac 1:20
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22For I am oni and evyon,
andmy lev is wounded withinme.
23 I am gone like a lengthening tzel (shadow);
I am shaken off like the arbeh.
24My knees are weak from a tzom;
andmy basar faileth of fatness.
25 I became also a cherpah (reproach) unto them;
when they looked uponme, they shaked their heads.
26Helpme, O HASHEM Elohai;
O hoshi'eini (saveme) according to Thy chesed;
27That theymay know that this is Thy Yad;
that Thou, HASHEM, hast done it.
28Let themmake kelalah (curse), but do Thoumake brocha;
when they arise, let them be ashamed;
but let Thy eved rejoice.
29Let mine adversaries be clothed with shame,
and let them cover themselves with their own shame, as with ame'il (cloak).
30 I will greatly praise HASHEMwithmymouth;
and, I will praise Him among themultitude.
31For He shall stand at the yamin (right hand) of the evyon (needy),
to save him from those that judge with condemnation his nefesh.†

110
1 (Of Dovid. Mizmor)
[1]HASHEM said unto Adoni,*
Sit thou at My right hand,
until I make thine enemies
a footstool for thy feet.
2HASHEM shall stretch forth
the rod of thymight out of Tziyon;
rule thou in themidst of thine† enemies.‡
3Thy§ people, willing in the Day of thy* Army,
will be arrayed in the splendor of kodesh (holiness);
from the womb of the dawn,
cometh to thee† thy youngmen‡ as the tal (dew).§
4HASHEM hath sworn, and will not relent,
Thou* art a kohen l'olam al divrati Malki-Tzedek
(kohen forever in respect to the order ofMalki-Tzedek).†

5Adonoi at thy right hand shall dashmelachim (kings)
in pieces in the Yom Afo (Day of HisWrath).
6He‡ shall judge among the Goyim,
He shall heap up geviyyot (corpses);
He shall dash in pieces Rosh (Head);§ al Eretz Rabbah (over Great,Whole Earth).*
7Of the brook in the Derech shall he† drink;
therefore shall he lift up [as victor] the Rosh.‡

111
1Praise HASHEM.
I will praise HASHEMwith kol levav,
in the Sod (company, council) of the Yesharim (upright ones), and in the Edah (assembly).
2Thema'asei HASHEM are gedolim,
derushim (sought out, pondered) of all them that have delight therein.
3His po'al (deed, work) is glorious andmajestic;
and His tzedakah (righteousness) endureth forever.

† 109:31 cfMt 9:10-11 * 110:1 i.e., MoshiachAdoneinu;Mal 3:1 † 110:2Moshiachʼs ‡ 110:2 i.e., anti-Moshiachs
§ 110:3MoshiachʼsMessianic * 110:3Moshiachʼs called up † 110:3Moshiach ‡ 110:3 cf Isa 53:10 § 110:3

Rv 19:14 * 110:4Moshiach † 110:4 see Gn 14:18; note it is the kohen who makes kapporah for sin — see Lv 4:20;

Isa 53:8 ‡ 110:6 Adonoi acting through Moshiach § 110:6 Gn 3:15 * 110:6 cf 2Th 2:8 † 110:7Moshiach
‡ 110:7Moshiachʼs head; Pp 2:8-10; Ep 4:15
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4He hath caused His nifla'ot (wonderful works) to be remembered;
HASHEM is channun (gracious) and rachum (compassionate).
5He hath given food unto them that fear Him;
He will be mindful of His Brit (covenant) l'olam.
6He hath showed His people the ko'ach of His works,
that Hemay give them the nachalat Goyim.
7The works of His hands are emes andmishpat;
all His pikkudim (precepts, commands) are ne'emanim (sure, trustworthy ones).
8They stand fast la'ad l'olam (forever and ever),
and are done in emes and yashar (uprightness).
9He sent redemption unto His people;
He hath ordained His Brit (covenant) l'olam (forever);
Kadosh (holy) and Nora (awesome, reverend) is Shmo.
10The fear of HASHEM is the reshit chochmah;
seichel tov have all they that live by it;
His tehillah (praise) endureth forever.

112
1Praise HASHEM.
Ashrei is the ish that feareth HASHEM,
that delighteth greatly in His mitzvot.
2His zera shall be gibbor ba'aretz;
the dor (generation) of the Yesharim (upright ones) shall be blessed.
3Wealth and osher (riches) shall be in his bais;
and his tzedakah endureth forever.
4Unto the Yesharim (upright ones) there ariseth ohr in the choshech;
he is channun, and rachum, and tzaddik.
5A tov ish is generous, and lendeth;
he will guide his affairs withmishpat.
6 Surely he shall never falter;
the tzaddik shall be in remembrance olam (forever).
7He shall not be afraid of mishmu'ah ra'ah (news ofmisfortune, evil tidings);
his lev is nachon (steadfast), trusting in HASHEM.
8His lev is samuch (sustained), he shall not be afraid,
until he look in triumph upon his foes.
9He hath contributed freely, he hath given to the evyonim (needy);
his tzedakah endureth forever;
his keren shall be lifted up in kavod.
10The rasha shall see it, and be incensed;
he shall gnash his teeth, and waste away;
the ta'avot resha'im (desire of the wicked ones) shall come to nothing.

113
1Praise ye HASHEM.
Praise O ye avadim of HASHEM,
praise the Shem of HASHEM.
2Blessed be the Shem of HASHEM
from this time forth and forevermore.
3From the rising of the shemesh unto the going down of the same
the Shem of HASHEM is to be praised.
4HASHEM is high above kol Goyim,
and His kavod above HaShomayim.
5Who is like unto HASHEM Eloheinu,
Who dwelleth on high,
6Who stoopeth down to behold the things
that are in Shomayim, and in ha'aretz!
7He raiseth up the poor out of the aphar (dust),
and lifteth the needy out of the ash heap;
8That hemay seat himwith princes,
even with the princes of amo (His people).
9He settleth the akeret (barrenwoman) in her bais
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to be a happy em of banim.
Praise ye HASHEM.

114
1When Yisroel went out of Mitzrayim,
Bais Ya'akov from a people of foreign tongue,
2Yehudahwas His kodesh (sanctuary),
and Yisroel His dominion.

3The yam saw it, and fled;
Yarden was driven back.
4The harim skipped like rams,
and the little hills like lambs.
5What ailed thee, O thou yam, that thou didst flee?
Thou Yarden, that thou wast driven back?
6Ye harim, that ye skipped like rams;
and ye little hills, like lambs?

7Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of HASHEM,
at the presence of Elohei Ya'akov;
8Which turned the rock into a pool of mayim,
the flint into a spring of mayim.

115
1Not unto us, HASHEM, not unto us,
but unto Thy Shem give kavod,
for the sake of Thy chesed,
and for Thy emes.

2Why should the Goyim say,
Where is now their Elohim?
3But Eloheinu is in Shomayim;
He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased.

4Their atzabim (idols) are kesef and zahav,
the ma'aseh (work) of the hands of adam.
5Peh (mouth) they have, but they speak not;
einayim (eyes) have they, but they see not;
6Oznayim (ears) they have, but they hear not;
af (nose) have they, but they smell not;
7They have hands, but they handle not;
raglayim (feet) have they, but they walk not;
neither speak they through their garon (throat).
8They that make themwill be like them;
so is kol asher bote'ach (every one that trusteth) in them.

9O Yisroel, trust thou in HASHEM.
He is their ezrah (help) and their mogen.
10O Bais Aharon, trust thou in HASHEM;
He is their ezrah (help) and their mogen.
11The ones fearing HASHEM, trust in HASHEM;
He is their ezrah (help) and their mogen (shield).
12HASHEM hath beenmindful of us; Yevarech.
Yevarech es Bais Yisroel;
Yevarech es Bais Aharon.
13Yevarech Yirei HASHEM(Hewill bless those who fearHASHEM),
the ketanimwith the gedolim.

14May HASHEM give you increase,
upon you and your banim.
15May a barukhah be upon you by HASHEM,
Oseh Shomayim va'Aretz (Maker of Heaven and Earth).
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16The heavens, even Shomayim, is HASHEMʼs,
but HaAretz He gave to the Bnei Adam.
17Themesim (dead ones) praise not HASHEM,
neither do any that descend into Dumah (the silent).*
18But wewill bless HASHEM
from this time forth v'ad olam (and to forevermore).
Praise HASHEM.

116
1 I love HASHEM, because He hath heard
my kol (voice), evenmy techinnah.
2Because He hath inclined His ozen (ear) untome,
therefore will I call upon Himwhile I have days.
3Chevlei mavet (pangs of death) encompassedme,
and themetzarei She'ol (confines, straitnesses of She'ol) have caught upwithme and found

me;
tzoros and yagon (sorrow) I found.
4Then called I b'ShemHASHEM:
O HASHEM, savemy nefesh!
5Channun (gracious) is HASHEM, and tzaddik;
yes, Eloheinu is merciful.
6HASHEM is shomer over the petayim (simple-hearted, helpless);
I was in need and li yehoshia (meHe saved).
7Return, my nefesh, to thymenuchah (rest, resting place);
for HASHEM hath dealt bountifully with thee.
8For Thou hast savedmy nefesh frommavet (death),
mine eye from dimah (tears),
andmine regel (foot) from stumbling.
9 I will walk before HASHEM
in the Artzot HaChayim (the Land of the Living).*
10He'emaneti (I believed);
therefore have I spoken; I was greatly afflicted.
11 I said inmy chafaz (haste, alarm, consternation),
Kol HaAdamKozev (all men are liars).
12How shall I repay HASHEM
for all His benefits to me?
13 I will raise the Kos Yeshu'ot (the Cup of Salvation),
and call upon HASHEM b'Shem (by Name).
14 I will fulfill my nederim (vows) unto HASHEM now
in the presence of all His people.
15Precious in the eyes of HASHEM
is themavet of His Chasidim.
16OHASHEM, truly I am Thy eved;
I am Thy eved, ben amatecha (the son of Thymaid servant);
Thou hast removedmy chains.
17 I will sacrifice to Thee the zevach todah (the thanksgiving offering)
andwill call on the ShemHASHEM.
18 I will fulfill my nederim to HASHEM now
in the presence of all His people.
19 In the khatzerot Beis HASHEM,
in themidst of thee, O Yerushalayim.
Praise ye HASHEM.

117
1O praise HASHEM, all ye Goyim;
praise Him, all ye peoples.

* 115:17 place of Sheol * 116:9 T.N. Note that I can do that becauseMoshiachwas cut off from there inmy place and
for my sins— Isa 53:8
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2For His chesed is mighty toward us;
and the Emes HASHEM endureth l'olam (forever).
Praise ye HASHEM.

118
1O give thanks unto HASHEM; for He is tov;
Ki l'olam chasdo (for Hismercy endureth forever).
2Let Yisroel now say,
Ki l'olam chasdo.
3Let the Bais Aharon now say,
Ki l'olam chasdo.
4Let them now that fear HASHEM say,
Ki l'olam chasdo.
5 I called upon HASHEM in distress;
HASHEM answeredme, and set me in a broad place.
6HASHEM is onmy side;
I will not fear; what can adam do untome?
7HASHEM takethmy part through them that help me;
therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me.
8 It is better to trust in HASHEM
than to put confidence in adam.
9 It is better to trust in HASHEM
than to put confidence in nedivim (nobles).
10All Goyim surroundedme;
but in the ShemHASHEMwill I cut them off.
11They surroundedme; yes, they compassedme about;
but in the ShemHASHEM I will cut them off.
12They compassedme about like devorim (bees);
they are extinguished like the eish of kotzim (thorns);
for in the ShemHASHEM I will cut them off.
13Thou hast hard pushed at me that I fell;
but HASHEM helpedme.
14HASHEM is my oz (strength) and zimrah (song),
and He is becomemy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
15The voice of rejoicing and Yeshu'ah (salvation)
is in the ohalim of the tzaddikim;
the Yamin HASHEM doeth valiantly.
16The Yamin HASHEM is exalted;
the Yamin HASHEM doeth valiantly.
17 I shall not die, but live,
and declare thema'asim (works) of HASHEM.
18HASHEM hath hard chastenedme severely;
but He hath not givenme over untomavet (death).
19Open tome the sha'arei tzedek;
I will go through them, and I will praise HASHEM;
20This is the sha'ar of HASHEM,
into which the tzaddikim shall enter.
21 I will praise Thee;
for Thou hast heardme, and art becomemy Yeshu'ah (salvation).
22The Even (Stone)which the Bonim (Builders) rejected*
has become the Rosh Pinnah (Cornerstone).
23This is HASHEMʼs doing;
it is marvellous in our eyes.
24This is the yomwhich HASHEM hathmade;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

* 118:22mem-alef-samech, see sameword Ps 89:38 [39]
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25 Save now, we beseech Thee, HASHEM;
HASHEM, we beseech thee, send now prosperity.
26Baruch habah b'ShemHASHEM;
we have blessed you from the Beis HASHEM.
27HASHEM is G-d, Who hath showed us light;
bind the chag (festival offering)with cords,
even until† the karnot of the Mizbe'ach.
28Thou art my G-d, and I will praise Thee;
Thou art Elohai, I will exalt Thee.
29O give thanks unto HASHEM; for He is tov;
ki l'olam chasdo (for Hismercy endureth forever).‡

119
ALEFא

1Ashrei are the blameless ones in the derech,
whowalk in the torat HASHEM.
2Ashrei are they that keep His edot (testimonies),
and that seek Himwith kol lev.
3They also do no iniquity;
they walk in His drakhim.
4Thou hast commanded us to be diligently shomer
over Thy pikkudim (precepts).
5O that my drakhimwere directed
to be shomer over Thy chukkim (statutes)!
6Then shall I not be ashamed,
when I have respect unto all Thymitzvot.
7 I will praise Thee with yosher levav (uprightness of heart)
when I shall have learned Thy righteous mishpatim (ordinances).
8 I will keep Thy chukkim;
O forsakeme not utterly.

ב BEIS
9How shall a na'ar cleanse his way?
By being shomer thereto according to Thy Davar (Word).
10Withmy kol lev have I sought Thee;
O let me not wander from Thymitzvot.
11Thy word have I hid inmy lev,
lema'an (so that) I might not sin against Thee.
12Baruch atah, Adonoi (HASHEM);
teachme Thy chukkim.
13Withmy sfatayim (lips) have I declared
all the mishpatim of Thymouth.
14 I have rejoiced in the derech of Thy edot (testimonies),
as much as in all riches.
15 I will meditate in Thy pikkudim,
and consider Thy orkhot (paths).
16 I will delight myself in Thy chukkim;
I will not forget Thy Davar.

GIMELג
17Deal bountifully with Thy eved, that I may live,
and be shomer over Thy Davar.
18Open Thoumine eyes,
that I may behold nifla'ot out of Thy torah.
19 I am a ger on ha'aretz;
hide not Thymitzvot fromme.
20My nefesh is shattered with ta'avah
for Thymishpatim at all times.
21Thou hast rebuked the zedim (arrogant ones) that are arurim (cursed ones),
which do wander from Thymitzvot.
22Remove fromme cherpah (reproach) and contempt;
† 118:27 you come to ‡ 118:29 T.N. Ama'amin b'Moshiachwill carry Scripturewith him at all times, as the following
Psalm teaches.
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for I have kept Thy edot (testimonies).
23Though sarim (princes) also sit and speak slander against me,
yet Thy evedmeditates on Thy chukkim.
24Thy edot (testimonies) also are my delight
and anshei atzati (my counsellors).

DALETד
25My nefesh has deveykus unto the aphar;
revive Thoume according to Thy Davar.
26 I have recountedmy drakhim, and Thou heardest me;
teachme Thy chukkim.
27Makeme to understand the derech of Thy pikkudim;
so shall I meditate on Thy nifla'ot.
28My nefesh drops with heavy sorrow;
strengthen Thoume according unto Thy Davar.
29Remove fromme the derech sheker;
and graciously grant me Thy torah.
30 I have chosen the derech emunah;
thymishpatim have I accounted worthy.
31 I have deveykus with Thy edot (testimonies);
HASHEM, let me not be ashamed.
32 I will run the derech of Thymitzvot,
for Thou shalt set my lev free.

HEHה
33Teachme, HASHEM, the derech of Thy chukkim;
and I shall keep it unto the end.
34Giveme understanding, and I shall keep Thy torah;
yes, I shall be shomer over it withmy kol lev.
35Makeme to go in the path of Thymitzvot;
for therein do I delight.
36 Incline my lev unto Thy edot,
and not to betza (covetousness, selfish gain).
37Turn awaymine eyes from beholding shav (vanity);
and revive Thoume in Thy derech.
38Establish Thy word unto Thy eved,
which is for the fear of Thee.
39Turn awaymy cherpah (reproach)which I fear;
for Thymishpatim are tovim.
40Hinei, I have longed after Thy precepts;
revive me in Thy tzedakah.

VAVו
41Let Thy chasadim come also untome, HASHEM,
even Thy Teshu'ah (salvation), according to Thy word.
42 So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproachethme;
for I trust in Thy Davar.
43And take not the devar emes
utterly out of mymouth;
for I have hoped in Thymishpatim.
44 So shall I be shomer over Thy torah
tamid l'olam va'ed.
45And I will walk freely in a wide place;
for I seek Thy pikkudim.
46 I will speak of Thy edot (testimonies) also before melachim,
and will not be ashamed.
47And I will delight myself in Thymitzvot,
which I love.
48My palms also will I lift up unto Thymitzvot,
which I love;
and I will meditate on Thy chukkim.

ז ZAYIN
49Remember the davar to Thy eved,
on which Thou hast mademe hope.
50This is my comfort in my oni (affliction);
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for Thy word hath revivedme.
51The zedim (arrogant ones) have hadme greatly in derision;
yet have I not turned aside from Thy torah.
52 I remembered Thymishpatim from of old, HASHEM;
and have comfortedmyself.
53Zalafah (indignation) hath taken hold uponme
because of the resha'im that forsake Thy torah.
54Thy chukkim have beenmy zemirot (songs)
in the bais of my pilgrimage.
55 I have remembered Thy Shem, HASHEM, in the lailah,
and have been shomer over Thy torah.
56Zot hayetah li,
because I kept Thy pikkudim.

ח CHET
57Thou art my chelek, HASHEM;
I have said I would be shomer over Thy words.
58 I sought Thy Face withmy kol lev;
be gracious untome according to Thy word.
59 I thought onmy drakhim,
and turnedmy feet unto Thy edot (testimonies).
60 I made haste,
and delayed not to be shomer over Thymitzvot.
61The ropes of the resha'im have boundme;
but I have not forgotten Thy torah.
62Atmidnight I will rise to give thanks unto Thee
because of Thy righteous mishpatim.
63 I am a chaver of all them that fear Thee,
and of them that are shomer over Thy pikkudim.
64Ha'aretz, HASHEM, is full of Thy chesed;
teachme Thy chukkim.

ט TET
65Thou hast dealt well with Thy eved, HASHEM,
according unto Thy word.
66Teachme good judgment and da'as;
for I have believed in Thymitzvot.
67Before I was afflicted I went astray;
but now have I been shomer over Thy word.
68Thou art tov, and doest tov;
teachme Thy chukkim.
69The zedim (arrogant ones) have forged a sheker against me;
but I will keep Thy pikkudimwithmy kol lev.
70Their lev is callous like chelev;
I delight in Thy torah.
71 It is tov for me that I have been afflicted
l'ma'an (in order that) I might learn Thy chukkim.
72The torah of Thymouth is better untome
than thousands of zahav and kesef.

י YOD
73Thy hands havemademe and establishedme:
give me understanding, that I may learn Thymitzvot.
74They that fear Thee will be glad when they seeme;
for I have hoped in Thy Davar.
75 I know, HASHEM, Thymishpatim are tzedek,
and Thou in emunah (faithfulness) hast afflictedme.
76Let now Thy chesed be for my comfort,
according to Thy word unto Thy eved.
77Let Thy rachamim come untome, that I may live:
for Thy torah is my delight.
78Let the zedim (arrogant ones) be ashamed;
for they dealt perversely withmewithout a cause:
but I will meditate on Thy pikkudim (percepts).
79Let those that fear Thee turn untome,
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and those that have known Thy edot.
80Let my lev be tamim (blameless, complete) in Thy chukkim;
that I be not ashamed.

Kafכ
81My nefesh fainteth for Thy salvation:
but I hope in Thy davar.
82Mine eyes fail for Thy word saying,
Mosai (when)wilt Thou comfort me?
83For I am become like a wineskin in the smoke;
yet do I not forget Thy chukkim.
84Howmany are the days of Thy eved?
Mosai (when)wilt Thou execute mishpat on them that persecute me?
85The zedim (arrogant ones) have dug pits for me,
which are not in accordance with Thy torah.
86All Thymitzvot are faithful:
they persecute mewrongfully; help Thoume.
87They had almost consumedme ba'aretz;
but I forsook not Thy pikkudim.
88Reviveme after Thy chesed;
so shall I be shomer over the edut of Thymouth.

ל Lamed
89Forever, HASHEM, Thy Davar is settled
and stands firm in Shomayim.
90Thy emunah (faithfulness) is to all generations:
Thou hast established eretz, and it stands enduring.
91They continue enduring to this day according to Thinemishpatim:
for all things are Thy avadim.
92Unless Thy torah had beenmy delight,
I should then have perished inmine oni.
93 I will never forget Thy pikkudim:
for with them Thou hast revivedme.
94 I am Thine, saveme:
for I have sought out Thy pikkudim.
95The resha'im have waited for me to destroyme:
but I will think on Thy edot.
96 I have seen an end of all perfection:
but Thymitzvah is boundless.

Memמ
97O how I love Thy torah!
It is mymeditation kol hayom.
98Thou through Thymitzvot hast mademewiser thanmine enemies:
for they are ever withme.
99 I havemore understanding than everymelamed of mine:
for Thy edot are mymeditation.
100 I understandmore than the zekenim,
for I keep Thy pikkudim.
101 I have refrainedmy feet from every orakh rah,
in order that I might be shomer over Thy Devar.
102 I have not departed from Thymishpatim:
for Thou hast taught me.
103How sweet are Thy words untomy palate!
Sweeter than devash to mymouth!
104Through Thy pikkudim I get understanding:
therefore I hate every orakh sheker.

Nunנ
105Thy word is a ner untomy feet,
ohr untomy path.
106 I have sworn a shevuah, and I will perform it,
that I will keep Thy righteous mishpatim.
107 I am afflicted verymuch:
revive me, HASHEM, according unto Thy word.
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108Accept the nidvot of mymouth, O HASHEM,
and teachme Thymishpatim.
109My nefesh is continually in my yad:
yet do I not forget Thy torah.
110The resha'im have laid a pach for me:
yet I erred not from Thy pikkudim.
111Thy edot have I taken as a heritage forever:
for they are the sasson lev of me.
112 I have inclinedmine lev to perform Thy chukkim forever,
even unto the end.

ס Samech
113 I hate the double-minded:
but Thy torah do I love.
114Thou art my seter (hiding place) andmymogen:
I hope in Thy Devar.
115Depart fromme, ye evildoers:
for I will keep themitzvot of Elohai.
116Upholdme according unto Thy imrah, that I may live:
and let me not be ashamed frommy hope.
117Hold Thoume up, and I shall be safe:
and I will have respect unto Thy chukkim continually.
118Thou hast rejected all them that err from Thy chukkim:
for their deceitfulness is sheker (falsehood).
119Thou puttest away all resha'im of eretz like dross;
therefore I love Thy edot.
120My basar trembleth for fear of Thee;
and I am afraid of Thymishpatim.

AYINע
121 I have donemishpat and tzedek;
leaveme not to mine oppressors.
122Be surety for Thy eved for good;
let not the zedim (arrogant ones) oppress me.
123Mine eyes fail for Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation),
and for the word of Thy tzedakah.
124Deal with Thy eved according unto Thy chesed,
and teachme Thy chukkim.
125 I am Thy eved;
give me understanding, that I may know Thy edot (testimonies).
126 It is time for Thee, HASHEM, to work;
for they havemade void Thy torah.
127Therefore I love Thymitzvot above zahav;
yes, above fine gold.
128Therefore I esteem right all Thy pikkudim concerning all things;
and I hate every orakh sheker.

פ PEH
129Thy edot (testimonies) are wonderful;
therefore dothmy nefesh keep them.
130The petach (entrance, doorway) of Thy words giveth light;
it giveth understanding unto the simple.
131 I openedmymouth, and panted;
for I longed for Thymitzvot.
132Look Thou uponme, and bemerciful unto me,
as Thymanner is unto those that love Shimcha.
133Order my footsteps in Thy imrah;
and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.
134Redeemme from the oppression of adam;
so will I keep Thy pikkudim.
135Make Thy face to shine upon Thy eved;
and teachme Thy chukkim.
136Rivers of waters run downmine eyes,
for they are not shomer over Thy torah.

צ TZADDI
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137Righteous art Thou, HASHEM,
and yashar are Thymishpatim.
138Thy edot (testimonies) that Thou hast commanded are tzedek
and emunahme'od (very faithful).
139My zeal hath consumedme,
becausemine enemies have forgotten Thy devarim.
140Thy word is very tested;
therefore Thy eved loveth it.
141 I am small and despised;
yet do not I forget Thy pikkudim.
142Thy tzedakah is tzedek l'olam,
and Thy torah emes.
143Tzoros and anguish have taken hold onme;
yet Thymitzvot are my delight.
144The tzedek of Thy edot is l'olam;
give me understanding, and I shall live.

KOPHק
145 I cried withmy kol lev;
hear me, HASHEM; I will keep Thy chukkim.
146 I cried unto Thee;
saveme, and I shall be shomer over Thy edot (testimonies).
147 I rose before the dawn, and cried out for help;
I hoped in Thy Davar.
148Mine eyes are awake through the ashmurot (night watches),
that I might meditate on Thy word.
149Hearmy voice according unto Thy chesed;
HASHEM, revive me according to Thymishpat.
150They draw near that follow after wicked schemes;
they are far from Thy torah.
151Thou art karov (near), HASHEM;
and all Thymitzvot are emes.
152Concerning Thy edot (testimonies),
I have known of old that Thou hast founded them forever.

ר RESH
153Consider mine oni (affliction), and deliver me;
for I do not forget Thy torah.
154Pleadmy cause;
for memake go'el redemption; revive me according to Thy word.
155Yeshu'ah (salvation) is far from the resha'im,
for they seek not Thy chukkim.
156Great are Thy rachamim, HASHEM;
revive me according to Thymishpatim.
157Many aremy persecutors andmine enemies;
yet do I not turn aside from Thy edot.
158 I beheld the bogedim,
and was grieved because they were not shomer over Thy word.
159Consider how I love Thy pikkudim;
revive me, HASHEM, according to Thy chesed.
160Thy word is emes from the beginning;
and every one of Thy righteous mishpatim endureth forever.

ש SHIN
161 Sarim (princes) have persecutedmewithout a cause;
but my lev standeth in awe of Thy Davar.
162 I rejoice at Thy imrah (word),
as one that findeth great plunder.
163 I hate and abhor sheker;
but Thy torah do I love.
164 Shevah times a day do I praise Thee
because of Thy righteous mishpatim.
165Great shalom have they which love Thy torah;
nothing shall cause them to stumble.
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166HASHEM, I have hoped for Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation),
and do Thymitzvot.
167My nefesh is shomer over Thy edot (testimonies);
and I love them exceedingly.
168 I have kept Thy pikkudim and Thy edot;
for all myways are before Thee.

ת TAV
169Let my cry come near before Thee, HASHEM;
give me understanding according to Thy Davar.
170Let my techinnah come before Thee;
deliver me according to Thy word.
171My lips shall utter tehillah,
when Thou hast taught me Thy chukkot.
172My leshon shall speak of Thy word;
for all Thymitzvot are tzedek.
173Let Thine Yad helpme;
for I have chosen Thy pikkudim.
174 I have longed for Thy Yeshu'ah (salvation), HASHEM;
and Thy torah is my delight.
175Let my nefesh live, and it shall praise Thee;
and let Thymishpatim sustainme.
176 I have gone astray like a seh oved (lost sheep);
seek Thy eved; for I do not forget Thymitzvot.

120
1 (Shir HaMa'alot— Song of Ascents)
[1] In my tzoros I cried unto HASHEM,
and He heardme.
2 Savemy nefesh, HASHEM, from sefat sheker (lying lips),
and from lashon remiyyah (a tongue of deceit).
3What shall be given unto thee?
Or what shall be done unto thee, thou lashon remiyyah?
4 Sharp khitzim (arrows) of the gibbor,
with burning (charcoal) coals of the broom plant.
5Woe is me, that I sojourn inMeshech,
that I dwell in the ohalim of Kedar!
6My nefesh hath long dwelt
with him that hateth shalom.
7 I am for shalom;
but when I speak, they are for milchamah (war).

121
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1] I will lift upmine eyes unto the harim (hills),
fromwhence cometh ezri (my help).
2Ezri (my help) cometh fromHASHEM,
Oseh Shomayim va'Aretz.
3Hewill not allow thy regel to slip;
He that is shomer over thee will not slumber.
4Hinei, He that is shomer over Yisroel
shall neither slumber nor sleep.
5HASHEM is the One shomer over thee;
HASHEM is thy shade upon thy right hand.
6The shemesh shall not strike thee by day,
nor the yarei'ach by night.
7HASHEM shall preserve thee from kol rah;
He shall preserve thy nefesh.
8HASHEM shall be shomer over thy going out and thy coming in
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from this time forth, and even v'ad olam.

122
1 (Shir HaMa'alot [Song of Ascents], of Dovid)
[1] I was glad when they said untome,
Let us go into the Bais HASHEM.
2Our feet shall stand within thy she'arim,
O Yerushalayim.
3Yerushalayim is built as an Ir
bound firmly together;
4That is where the Shevatim (tribes) go up,
the Shivtei HASHEM,
according to the edut l'Yisroel (the statute to Yisroel),
to give thanks unto the Shem of HASHEM.
5For there are set kise'ot l'mishpat (thrones of judgment),
the kise'ot of the Bais Dovid.
6 Sha'alu shalom Yerushalayim (pray for the peace of Jerusalem);
they shall prosper that love thee.
7 Shalom be within thy wall,
and security within thy citadels.
8L'ma'an (for the sake of)my achim and companions,
I will now say, Shalom be within thee.
9L'ma'an the Bais HASHEM Eloheinu
I will seek thy tov.

123
1 (Shir HaMa'alot [Song of Ascents])
[1] Unto Thee lift I upmine eyes,
O Thou that dwellest in Shomayim.
2Hinei, as the eyes of avadim look unto the yad adoneihem,
and as the eyes of a shifchah (maiden) unto the yad of her gevirah;
so our eyes wait upon HASHEM Eloheinu,
until He have channun (favor, grace) upon us.
3Channenu HASHEM, channenu;
for we aremore than sated with buz (contempt).
4Nafsheinu (our nefesh) is more than sated with the scorn of those that are at ease,
and with the buz (contempt) of the g'eiyonim (proud ones, arrogant ones).

124
1 (Shir HaMa'alot [Song of Ascents], of Dovid)
[1] If it had not been HASHEMWhowas lanu (for us, on our side),
nowmay Yisroel say;
2 If it had not been HASHEMWhowas lanu,
when adam (man) rose up against us;
3Then they had swallowed us up chayyim (alive);
when their wrath was kindled against us;
4Then themayimwould have overwhelmed us,
the torrent would have swept over nafsheinu (our nefesh);
5Then themayim hazedonim (treacherous waters)
would have swept over nafsheinu (our nefesh).
6Baruch HASHEM,
Who hath not given us up
as a prey to their shinayim (teeth).
7Nafsheinu (our nefesh) is escaped as a tzippor (bird)
out of the pach (snare of the fowlers);
the pach is broken,
and we are escaped.
8Ezreinu (our help) B'ShemHASHEM
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Oseh Shomayim vaAretz.

125
1 (Shir HaMa'alot [Song of Ascents])
[1]They that trust in HASHEM
shall be as Mount Tziyon, which is immoveable,
and abideth l'olam.
2As harim (themountains) surround Yerushalayim,
so HASHEM surrounds His people
from henceforth v'ad olam (and to forever).
3For the shevet (scepter) of the resha shall not rest
upon the goral (allotment, property) of the tzaddikim;
lest the tzaddikim put forth
their hands unto iniquity.

4Do good, HASHEM, unto the tovim,
and to them that are upright in their hearts.
5As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways,
HASHEM shall turn them awaywith the workers of iniquity;
but shalom shall be upon Yisroel.

126
1 (Shir HaMa'alot [Song of Ascents])
[1] When HASHEM brought the return of the captivity of Tziyon,
we were like the cholemim (them that dream).
2Thenwas ourmouth filled with laughter,
and leshoneinu (our tongue)with rinnah (joyful song);
then said they among the Goyim,
HASHEM hath done great things for them.
3HASHEM hath done great things for us;
whereof we are glad.

4Return our captivity and restore our fortunes, HASHEM,
like torrents in the Negev.
5They that sow in dimah (tears)
shall reap in rinnah (joyful song).
6He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearingmeshek hazara (seed to be sown)
shall doubtless come again with rinnah,
bearing his alummot (sheaves).*

127
1 (Shir HaMa'alot, of Sh'lomo)
[1] ExceptHASHEM build the bais,
they that build it labor in vain;
except HASHEM is shomer over the city,
the shomair (watchman) stands guard in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early,
to sit up late,
to eat the lechem ha'atzavim (bread of toils);
for so He giveth his beloved sleep.

3Hinei, banim are nachalat HASHEM;
and the p'ri habeten is a zachar (reward).
4As khitzim (arrows) are in the yad of a gibbor;
so are bnei haneurim (children born in oneʼs youth).
5Ashrei hagever that hath his quiver full of them;
they shall not be ashamed,
but they shall speak with the oyevim basha'ar (enemy at the gate).

* 126:6 of harvest
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128
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1] Ashrei kol yerei (fearers of)HASHEM;
that walketh in His drakhim.
2For thou shalt eat the labor of thine hands;
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be tov with thee.
3Thy isha shall be as a fruitful gefen
inside thine bais;
thy banim like olive shoots
around thy shulchan.
4Hinei, thus shall the gever be blessed
that feareth HASHEM.
5HASHEM shall bless thee out of Tziyon;
and thou shalt see the tov of Yerushalayim
all the days of thy life.
6Yea, thou shalt see thy bnei banim,
and shalom upon Yisroel.

129
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1] Many a time have they afflictedme frommy ne'ur,
may Yisroel now say;
2Many a time have they afflictedme frommy ne'ur (youth);
yet they have not prevailed against me.
3The choreshim (plowers) plowed uponmy back;
theymade long their furrows.
4HASHEM is tzaddik;
He hath cut asunder the cords of the resha'im.
5Let them all be confounded
and turned back that hate Tziyon.*
6Let them be as the khatzir (grass) upon the housetops,
which withereth before it groweth up;
7With it the kotzer (reaper) filleth not his yad;
nor he that gathereth sheaves, his bosom.
8Neither do they which go by say,
Birkat HASHEM be upon you;
we bless you b'ShemHASHEM.

130
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1] Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, HASHEM.
2Adonoi, hear my voice;
let Thine ears be attentive
to the voice of my techinnot (supplications).
3 If Thou, HASHEM, shouldest record iniquities,
Adonoi, who could stand?
4But there is selichah (forgiveness)with Thee;
therefore, Thou art feared.
5 I wait for HASHEM,
my nefesh doth wait,
and in His Devar do I hope.
6My nefesh waiteth for Adonoi
more than the shomrim that watch for the boker;
I say, more than the shomrim that watch for the boker.
7Let Yisroel hope in HASHEM;
for with HASHEM there is chesed,
and with Him is plenteous pedut (redemption).

* 129:5 i.e, all anti-Semites



TEHILLIM 130:8 660 TEHILLIM 133:1

8And He shall redeem Yisroel from all his iniquities.

131
1 (Shir HaMa'alot, of Dovid)
[1]HASHEM, my lev is not haughty,
nor mine eyes lofty;
neither do I exercise myself in gedolot,
or in things too high for me.
2 Surely I have stilled and quietedmy nefesh,
as a child that is weaned of immo;
my nefesh is even as a weaned child.
3Let Yisroel hope in HASHEM
from henceforth and ad olam.

132
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1]HASHEM, remember Dovid, and all his afflictions;
2How he swore unto HASHEM,
and vowed unto Avir Ya'akov (theMighty One of Ya'akov);
3 Surely I will not come into the ohel of my bais,
nor go up into my bed;
4 I will not give sleep to mine eyes,
nor tenumah (slumber) to mine eyelids,
5Until I find amakom (place) for HASHEM,
evenmishkanot for the Avir Ya'akov.
6Hinei, we heard of it at Ephratah;
we found it in the sedei Ya'ar (fields of Ya'ar).
7Wewill go into His mishkanot;
we will worship at the hadom (footstool) of His raglayim.
8Arise, HASHEM, into Thymenuchah (resting place);
Thou, and the Aron of Thy oz (might).
9Let Thy Kohanim be clothed with tzedek;
and let Thy chasidim sing for joy.
10For the sake of Dovid Thy Eved,
do not turn away the face of ThineMoshiach.*

11HASHEM hath sworn in emes unto Dovid;
He will not turn fromHis oath:
Of the p'ri (fruit) of thy beten (body)
will I set upon thy kisse (throne).
12 If thy Banim are shomer over My Brit
andMy Edot that I shall teach them,
their Banim shall also sit upon thy kisse adei-ad (forevermore).
13For HASHEM hath chosen Tziyon;
He hath desired her for His moshav.
14This is Mymenuchah (resting place) adei-ad (forever);
here will I dwell; for I have desired her.
15 I will place a bountiful brocha on her provision;
I will satisfy her poor with lechem.
16 I will also clothe her Kohanimwith Yesha (salvation);
and her chasidim shall sing aloud for joy.
17There atzmi'ach (I will make sprout)† the Keren of Dovid;
I have ordained a ner (lamp) for MyMoshiach.
18His oyevimwill I clothe with boshet (shame);
but upon him‡ shall his nezer (crown) be resplendent.

133
1 (Shir HaMa'alot, of Dovid)

* 132:10 See Isa 52:13; 53:11 † 132:17 i.e., Tzemach ‡ 132:18Moshiach
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[1]Hinei, mah tov umah na'im shevet achim gahm yachad!
(how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity)!
2 It is like the precious shemen upon the rosh,
that ran down upon the beard,
even Aharonʼs beard;
that went down to the collar of his robes;
3As the tal of Chermon,
and as the dew that descended upon themountains of Tziyon;
for there HASHEM commanded the brocha,
even Chayyim Ad Olam.

134
1 (Shir HaMa'alot)
[1] Hinei, barakhu HASHEM, kol avedei HASHEM,
which balailah stand* in the Bais HASHEM.
2Lift up your hands in the Kodesh,†
and barakhu HASHEM.
3Yevarekhecha HASHEM from Tziyon,
Oseh Shomayim va'Aretz (theMaker of Heaven and Earth).

135
1Praise HASHEM.
[1] Halelu ShemHASHEM;
Halelu, O ye avadim of HASHEM.
2Ye that standministering in the Beis HASHEM,
in the khatzerot Beis Eloheinu.
3Praise HASHEM;
for HASHEM is tov; sing praise unto Shmo; for it is na'im (lovely, pleasing).
4For HASHEM hath chosen Ya'akov unto Himself,
and Yisroel for His segullah (peculiar treasure).
5For I know that HASHEM is gadol,
and that Adoneinu is above kol elohim.
6Whatsoever HASHEM pleases, that He does
in Shomayim, and in HaAretz,
in HaYam, and kol tehomot.
7He causeth the clouds to ascend at the end of HaAretz;
Hemaketh lightning for thematar (rain);
He bringeth the ruach out of His otzarot.
8Who struck down the Bechorei Mitzrayim,
both of adam and behemah.
9Who sent otot andmofetim into themidst of thee, OMitzrayim,
upon Pharaoh, and upon all his avadim.
10Who struck down Goyim rabbim,
and slaughteredmelachim atzumim (powerful kings);
11 SichonMelech HaEmori,
and OgMelech HaBashan,
and all the mamlechot Kena'an;
12And gave their land for a nachalah,
an inheritance unto Yisroel Amo (His people).
13Thy Shem, HASHEM, endureth l'olam;
and Thy remembrance, HASHEM, l'dor vador.
14For HASHEMwill vindicate His people;
He will have compassion on His avadim.
15The idols of the Goyim are kesef and zahav,
the ma'aseh yedei adam.
16They havemouths, but they speak not;
einayim have they, but they see not;

* 134:1ministering † 134:2 Beis Hamikdash
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17They have oznayim, but they hear not;
neither is there any ruach in their mouths.
18They that oseihem (make them)will be like them;
so is every one that trusteth in them.
19Barakhu HASHEM, O Bais Yisroel;
barakhu HASHEM, O Bais Aharon;
20Barakhu HASHEM, O Bais HaLevi;
ye that fear HASHEM, barakhu HASHEM.
21Baruch HASHEM out of Tziyon,
which dwelleth at Yerushalayim.
Praise HASHEM.

136
1O give thanks unto HASHEM; for He is tov;
ki l'olam chasdo (His chesed indures forever).
2O give thanks unto Elohei HaElohim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
3O give thanks to Adonei HaAdonim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
4To HimWho alone doeth nifla'ot gedolot;
ki l'olam chasdo.
5To Him that by tevunah (understanding)made HaShomayim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
6To Him that stretched out ha'aretz above themayim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
7To Him that made ohrim gedolim (great lights);
ki l'olam chasdo.
8The shemesh to rule by yom;
ki l'olam chasdo.
9The yarei'ach and kokhavim to rule by lailah;
ki l'olam chasdo.
10To Him that struck downMitzrayim in their bechorot (firstborn);
ki l'olam chasdo.
11And brought out Yisroel from among them;
ki l'olam chasdo.
12With a yad chazakah, and with a stretched out zero'a;
ki l'olam chasdo.
13To HimWho divided asunder Yam Suf;
ki l'olam chasdo.
14Andmade Yisroel to pass through themidst of it;
ki l'olam chasdo.
15But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Yam Suf;
ki l'olam chasdo.
16To HimWho led His people through themidbar;
ki l'olam chasdo.
17To HimWho struck downmelachim gedolim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
18And slaughteredmighty melachim;
ki l'olam chasdo.
19 SichonMelech HaEmori;
ki l'olam chasdo.
20And OgMelech HaBashan;
ki l'olam chasdo.
21And gave their land for a nachalah;
ki l'olam chasdo.
22Even a nachalah unto Yisroel His eved;
ki l'olam chasdo.
23Who remembered us in our low estate;
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ki l'olam chasdo.
24And hath released us from our enemies;
ki l'olam chasdo.
25Who giveth lechem to kol basar;
ki l'olam chasdo.
26O give thanks unto the G-d of Shomayim;
ki l'olam chasdo.

137
1By the rivers of Babylon,
there we sat down, yes, we wept,
whenwe remembered Tziyon.
2We hung up our kinnorot (lyres)
upon the willows in themidst thereof.
3For there they that carried us away captive
required of us a shir (song);
and they that tormented us required of us simchah,
saying, Sing us one of the Shir Tziyon.
4How shall we sing Shir HASHEM
in an admat nekhar (foreign land).
5 If I forget thee, O Yerushalayim,
let my yamin (right hand) forget.*
6 If I do not remember thee,
let my leshon cleave to the roof of mymouth;
if I prefer not Yerushalayim
abovemy rosh simchah (chief joy).
7Remember, HASHEM, the Bnei Edom
in the Yom Yerushalayim;
who said, Raze it, raze it,
even to the yesod (foundation) thereof.
8O Bat Bavel, who art to be destroyed,
ashrei shall he be, that repayeth thee
the gemul thou hast done to us.
9Ashrei shall he be,
that taketh and dasheth thy olalim against the sela.

138
1 (Of Dovid)
[1] I will thank Thee withmywhole lev;
before the elohimwill I sing praise unto Thee.
2 I will worship toward Thy Heikhal Kodesh,
and praise Shmecha (Thy Name)
for Thy chesed and for Thy emes;
for Thou hast magnified ThyWord
above Kol Shimcha (all Thy Name).*
3 In the day when I called out, Thou answeredst me,
andmadest me bold with oz (strength) in my nefesh.
4Kol Malchei Aretz shall praise Thee, HASHEM,
when they hear the words of Thymouth.
5Yes, they shall sing of the Darkhei HASHEM;
for gadol is the Kavod HASHEM.
6Though HASHEM be on high,
yet He looks upon the lowly;
but the proud He knoweth from afar.
7Though I walk in themidst of tzoros,
Thou wilt preserveme alive;

* 137:5 i.e., have paralysis * 138:2 Yn 1:1, 14



TEHILLIM 138:8 664 TEHILLIM 139:23

Thou shalt stretch forth Thine yad against the wrath of mine enemies,
and Thy Yamin (Right Hand) shall saveme.
8HASHEMwill fulfill that which concernethme;
Thy chesed, O HASHEM, endureth l'olam;
forsake not the works of Thine own yadayim.

139
1 (For the one directing, Mizmor of Dovid)
[1]HASHEM, Thou hast searchedme, and knownme.
2Thou knowest my downsitting andmine uprising,
Thou hast binah of my thought from afar off.
3Thou comprehendethmy path andmy lying down,
and art acquainted with all my drakhim.
4For there is not a milah (word) in my leshon,
but, lo, HASHEM, Thou knowest it altogether.
5Thou hast enclosedme achor (behind) and kedem (before),
and laid Thine hand uponme.
6 Such da'as is too wonderful for me;
it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

7To where can I go from Thy Ruach?*
Or to where shall I flee from Thy presence?
8 If I ascend up into Shomayim, Thou art there;
if I makemy bed in Sheol, hinei, Thou art there.
9 If I take the wings of the shachar (dawn),
and dwell in the uttermost acharit yam (the extreme end of the sea);
10Even there shall Thy yad leadme,
and Thy yamin shall hold me.
11 If I say, Surely the choshech shall cover me,
even the lailah shall be ohr about me.
12Even the choshech is not dark to Thee;
but the lailah shineth as the yom;
the choshech and the ohr are both alike to Thee.
13For Thou hast possessedmy inmost being;
Thou didst interweaveme in the beten immi.
14 I will praise Thee;
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvellous are Thyma'asim; and that my nefesh knoweth very well.
15My atzamim (bones, frame)were not hid from Thee,
when I wasmade beseter (in secret),
and skillfully wrought in the depths of the Eretz.
16Thine eyes did see my golem (embryo),
yet being unformed;
and in Thy Sefer (Book) all the yamim (days) ordained for mewere written down,
when as yet there were none of them.
17How precious also are Thy thoughts untome, O El!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I should count them, they aremore in number than the chol (sand);
when I awake, I am still with Thee.
19 Surely Thouwilt slay the rasha, O Eloah;
depart fromme therefore, ye anshei damim (bloodthirstymen).
20For they speak of Thee craftily,
and it is taken lashav† by Thy enemies.
21 Should not I hate them, HASHEM, that hate Thee?
And am not I to be at odds with those that rise up against Thee?
22 I abhor themwith complete sinah;
I count themmine enemies.
23 Searchme, O El, and knowmy levav;
test me, and knowmy thoughts;

* 139:7Hakodesh † 139:20 Ex 20:7
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24And see if there be any derech otzev (torturous crooked road) in me,
and leadme in the Derech Olam.

140
1 (For the one directing. Mizmor of Dovid)
2Deliver me, HASHEM, from adam rah;
preserveme from ish chamasim (violentmen);
3Which plan ra'ot (evils) in their lev;
kol yom they incite milchamot (wars).
4They have sharpened their leshonot like a nachash;
the venom of a spider is under their sfatayim (lips).

Selah
5Be shomer over me, HASHEM, and keepme from the hands of the rashah;
protect me from ish chamasim,
whose scheme is to causemy steps to trip.
6The ge'im (proud, arrogant ones)* have hid a pach for me, and chavalim (cords, ropes);
they have spread a reshet (net) close by the path;
they have set mokshim (traps) for me.

Selah
7 I said unto HASHEM, Thou art Eli;
hear the kol tachanunai (voice of my supplications), HASHEM.
8HASHEM Adonoi, Oz Yeshu'ati (strength of my salvation),
Thou hast coveredmy rosh in the YomNeshek (Day of Arms, Day of Battle).
9Grant not, HASHEM, the desires of the rashah;
let not his plot succeed;
lest they exalt themselves.

Selah
10As for the rosh of those that surroundme,
let the amal (trouble) of their own sfatayim (lips) cover them.
11Let burning coals fall upon them;
let them be cast into the eish;
into mahamorot (watery pits), that they rise not up again.
12Let not an ish lashon (idle talker, slanderer) be established in ha'aretz;
rah shall hunt down the ish chamas to overthrow him.
13 I know that HASHEMwill maintain the din oni (cause of the poor),
and themishpat evyonim (the right of the needy).
14 Surely the tzaddikim shall give thanks unto Thy Shem;
the upright shall dwell in Thy presence.

141
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1]HASHEM, I cry unto Thee; make haste untome;
give ear untomy voice, when I cry unto Thee.
2Let my tefillah be set forth before Thee like ketoret;
and the lifting up of my hands as theminchat erev.
3Be shomer, HASHEM, over mymouth;
guard the door of my lips.
4Let not my lev incline to any evil thing,
to practice wicked works
withmen that work iniquity;
and let me not eat of their dainties.
5Let the tzaddik strike me; it shall be chesed;
and let him reproveme; it shall be shemen,
whichmy rosh shall not refuse;
for still shall my tefillah be against their evil deeds.
6Their shofetim are overthrown in stony places;

* 140:6 of inordinate ambition
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they hear mywords; for they are pleasant.
7Atzameinu (our bones) are scattered at themouth of Sheol,
as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon ha'aretz.
8But mine eyes are unto Thee, HASHEM Adonoi;
in Thee do I take refuge; leave not my nefesh defenseless.
9Keepme from the pach (snare, trap)which they have laid for me,
and the traps of the workers of iniquity.
10Let the resha'im fall into their own nets,
while I escape safely.

142
1 (Maskil of Dovid; A tefillah when he was in theme'arah)
2 I cried out unto HASHEMwithmy voice;
withmy voice unto HASHEM did I makemy techinnah (supplication).
3 I poured out my complaint before Him;
I showed before Himmy tzoros.
4Whenmy ruach became faint withinme,
then Thou had da'as of my path.
In the way wherein I walked
have they laid a pach (snare, hidden trap) for me.
5 I looked onmy right, and behold,
there was noman that would knowme;
refuge failedme;
noman cared for my nefesh.
6 I cried unto Thee,
HASHEM; I said,
Thou art my refuge andmy chelek (portion) in the Eretz HaChayyim.
7Attend untomy cry;
for I am brought very low;
saveme frommy persecutors;
for they are stronger than I.
8Release my nefesh from prison, to praise Shemecha (Thy Name);
the tzaddikim shall gather about me;
for Thou shalt deal bountifully withme.

143
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1] Hearmy tefillah, HASHEM, give ear to my techinot (supplications);
in Thy emunah answerme, and in Thy tzedakah.
2And enter not into mishpat with Thy eved;
for in Thy sight shall noman living be yitzadak (justified).
3For the oyev (enemy) hath persecutedmy nefesh;
he hath struck downmy life to the ground;
he hathmademe to dwell in places of choshech (darkness),
like metei olam (those long dead).
4Therefore is my ruach become faint withinme;
my lev withinme is desolate.
5 I remember yamimmikedem (days of old),
I meditate on all Thy works;
I muse on thema'aseh (work) of Thy hands.
6 I stretch forthmy hands unto Thee;
my nefesh thirsteth after Thee, like an eretz ayefah (a parched, thirsty land).

Selah
7Hearme speedily, HASHEM; my ruach faileth;
hide not Thy face fromme,
lest I be like those that go down into the bor (pit).
8Causeme to hear Thy chesed in the boker;
for in Thee do I trust;
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causeme to know the Derech wherein I should walk;
for I lift upmy nefesh unto Thee.

9 Saveme, HASHEM, frommine oyevim (enemies);
I flee unto Thee to hideme.
10Teachme to do Retzonecha (Thywill);
for Thou art Elohai;
may Thy Ruach Tov leadme on level ground.

11Reviveme, HASHEM, l'ma'an (for the sake of) Thy Shem (Name);
in Thy tzedakah bringmy nefesh out of tzoros.
12And in Thy chesed silencemine enemies,
and destroy all them that oppress my nefesh;
for I am Thy eved.

144
1 (Mizmor of Dovid)
[1] Baruch HASHEMmy Tzur (rock)
which teachethmy hands for war,
andmy fingers for milchamah (battle);
2My Chesed, andmyMetzudah (Fortress);
my Stronghold, andmy Deliverer;
myMogen, and He inWhom I take refuge;
Who subduethmy people under me.

3HASHEM, what is adam, that Thou takest knowledge of him!
Or the ben enosh, that Thou takest account of him!
4Adam is like hevel;
his days are as a tzel that passeth away.

5Part Thy heavens, HASHEM, and come down;
touch the harim, and they shall smoke.
6Cast forth lightning, and scatter them;
shoot Thine khitzim (arrows), and destroy them.
7 Send Thine Yad from above; rescueme,
and deliver me out of mayim rabbim,
from the yad Bnei Nekhar;
8Whosemouth speaketh shav (lies),
and their right hand is a right hand of sheker.

9 I will sing a shir chadash unto Thee, O Elohim;
upon a nevel of ten strings will I makemusic unto Thee.
10 It is He that giveth Teshu'ah (deliverance, salvation) untomelachim;
Who delivereth Dovid His eved from the cherev ra'ah.
11Rescueme, and saveme
from the yad Bnei Nekhar,
whosemouth speaketh shav (lies)
and their right hand is a right yad of sheker.

12 In their youth, may baneinu (our sons) be like plants full grown;
may benoteinu (our daughters) be like cornerstones,
columns wrought for the Heikhal;
13That our barns may be full,
affording all manner of provision;
that our tzonmay bring forth thousands
and ten thousands in ourmeadows;
14That our oxenmay be strong to labor;
that there be no peretz (breach) nor golus;
that there be no cry of anquish in our streets.
15Ashrei are such people;
Ashrei is the people that HASHEM is Elohav.
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145
1 (Tehillah of Dovid)
[1] [Alef] I will extol Thee, Elohai HaMelech;
and I will bless Thy Shem l'olam va'ed.
2 [Beis] Kol yomwill I bless Thee;
and I will praise Thy Shem l'olam va'ed.
3 [Gimel] Gadol is HASHEM, andme'od to be praised;
and His greatness is not cheker (searchable).
4 [Dalet] Dor l'dor (generation to generation) shall praise Thyma'asim,
and shall declare Thy gevurot (mighty acts).
5 [Heh] I will speak of the hadar kavod of Thy hod,
and of Thy nifle'ot (wonderful works).
6 [Vav] Andmen shall speak of the power of Thy norot;
and I will declare Thy greatness.
7 [Zayin] They shall utter the zekher (memory, recollection) of Thy rav tov
and shall sing of Thy tzedakah.
8 [Chet] Channun (gracious) is HASHEM, and full of compassion;
erech apayim (slow to anger), and of great chesed.
9 [Tet] Tov is HASHEM to all;
and His rachamim is over all His ma'asim.
10 [Yod] All Thyma'asim shall praise Thee, HASHEM;
and Thy chasidim shall bless Thee.
11 [Khaf] They shall speak of the kavod of ThyMalchus,
and tell of Thy gevurah;
12 [Lamed] Tomake known to the Bnei HaAdamHis gevurah,
and the kavod hadar of His Malchus.
13 [Mem] ThyMalchus is a Malchus kol olamim,
and ThyMemshelet for kol dor vador.
14 [Samekh]HASHEM upholdeth all that fall,
and raiseth up all those that are bowed down.
15 [Ayin] The eyes of all look to Thee;
and Thou givest them their okhel (food) in its season.
16 [Peh] Thou openest Thine Yad,
and satisfiest the ratzon of kol chai.
17 [Tzadi] Tzaddik is HASHEM in all His drakhim,
and chasid in all His ma'asim,
18 [Koph] Karov (near) is HASHEM unto all them that call upon Him,
to all that call upon Him in emes.
19 [Resh]Hewill fulfil the ratzon of them that fear Him;
He also will hear their cry, and will save them.
20 [Shin] Shomer is HASHEM over all them that love Him;
but kol haresha'imwill He destroy.
21 [Tav]Mymouth shall speak the tehillat HASHEM;
and let kol basar bless His Shem Kodesh
l'olam va'ed.* Praise HASHEM.

146
1Praise HASHEM.
Praise HASHEM, Omy nefesh.
2While I live will I praise HASHEM:
I will sing praise unto Elohai while I have any being.
3Put not your trust in princes,
nor in the ben adam, in whom there is no teshuah (salvation).
4His ruach departs, he returneth to his adamah;
in yom hahu his plans come to nothing.

* 145:21 T.N. See Messianic Psalms which include Ps 2, 22, 45, 72, 110, 47, 93, 96-99, 89 and which indicate Moshiachʼs
righteous character, experience, ideals, call, and reign.



TEHILLIM 146:5 669 TEHILLIM 147:19

5Ashrei is he that hath El Ya'akov for his ezer,
whose hope is in HASHEM Elohav:
6Oseh Shomayim vaAretz,
the yam,
and all that therein is: HaShomer Emes l'olam (Who keepeth Truth forever):
7Osehmishpat for the oppressed;
Who giveth lechem to the hungry.
HASHEMmattir asurim (sets free the prisoners):
8HASHEM openeth the eyes of the ivrim:
HASHEM raiseth them that are bowed down:
HASHEM loveth the tzaddikim:
9HASHEM shomer over the gerim;
He relieveth the yatom (fatherless, orphan) and almanah;
but the Derech Resha'im He frustrates.
10HASHEM shall reign l'olam,
even thy G-d, O Tziyon, l'dor vador.
Praise HASHEM.

147
1Praise ye HASHEM:
for it is tov to sing praises unto Eloheinu;
for it is na'im (pleasant);
and tehillah is fitting.
2HASHEM is the Boneh Yerushalayim (builder of Jerusalem):
He gathereth together the nidkhei Yisroel (the outcasts Of Israel, those of the Golus).
3He is the Rofeh (healer) of the Shevurei-lev (broken in heart),
binds up their wounds.
4He determines themispar of the kokhavim;
He calleth them all by their shemot.
5Gadol is Adoneinu, and of rav ko'ach;
to His tevunah (understanding, intelligence) there is nomispar (number, limit).
6HASHEM lifteth up the anavim (meek ones, humble ones);
He casteth the resha'im down to the ground.
7 Sing unto HASHEMwith todah;
makemusic upon the kinnor (harp) unto Eloheinu:
8Who covereth Shomayimwith clouds,
Who preparethmatar (rainfall) for ha'aretz,
HaMatzemi'ach (Who maketh to spring up) the khatzir (grass) upon the harim (hills,

mountains).
9He giveth to the behemah her lechem,
and to the bnei orev (young ravens)when they cry out.
10He delighteth not in the gevurat hasus:
He taketh not pleasure in the shokayim of an ish (legs of aman).
11HASHEM taketh pleasure in them that fear Him,
in those that hope in His chesed.
12Praise HASHEM, O Yerushalayim;
praise thy G-d, O Tziyon.
13For He hath strengthened the bars of thy she'arim (gates);
He hath blessed thy banimwithin thee.
14He granteth shalomwithin thy borders,
and filleth thee with the chelev chittim (the finest of wheat).
15He sendeth forth His imrah (command) upon eretz:
His Devar runneth swiftly.
16He giveth sheleg (snow) like tzemer (wool);
He scattereth the kfor (frost) like ashes.
17He casteth downHis kerach (ice) like crumbs:
who can stand before His cold?
18He sendeth out His Devar, andmelteth them:
He causeth His ruach to blow, and themayim to flow.
19He declareth His Devar unto Ya'akov,
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His chukkot and His mishpatim unto Yisroel.
20 He hath not dealt so with any Goy (nation): and as for His mishpatim, they have not

known them.
Praise ye HASHEM.
Praise HASHEM.

148
1Hallelu HASHEM.
Praise HASHEM fromHaShomayim:
praise Him in the heights above.
2Praise ye Him, all His malachim:
praise ye Him, all Tzivos HASHEM.
3Praise ye Him, shemesh and yarei'ach:
praise Him, all ye kokhavim of ohr.
4Praise Him, ye heavens of heavens,
and ye waters that be above HaShomayim.
5Let them praise the Shem of HASHEM:
for He commanded, and they were created.
6He hath also established them forever and ever:
He hathmade a Chok (decree)which shall not pass away.
7Hallelu HASHEM from ha'aretz,
ye sea creatures, and all tehomot:
8Eish, and barad; snow, and cloud;
stormywind fulfilling His Devar:
9Mountains, and all hills;
etz pri (fruitful trees), and all cedars:
10Beasts, and all cattle;
remesh (creeping things), and flying fowl:
11Malchei eretz, and all people;
sarim (princes), and all shoftei aretz:
12Both bochurim, and betulot;
zekenim, and ne'arim:
13Let them praise the Shem of HASHEM:
for Shmo alone is excellent;
His hod is above Eretz and Shomayim.
14He also exalteth the keren of His people,
tehillah (the praise) of all His Chasidim;
even of the Bnei Yisroel,
an Am (people) close unto Him.
Hallelu HASHEM.

149
1Praise HASHEM.
Shiru l'Adonoi shir chadash (Sing unto HASHEM a new song),
and His praise in the Kahal Chasidim.
2Let Yisroel rejoice in Him that made him;
let the Bnei Tziyon be glad in their Melech.
3Let them praise Shmo in the dance;
let them sing zemirot unto Himwith the tambourine and kinnor.
4For HASHEM taketh pleasure in His people;
He will crown themeek with Yeshu'ah (salvation).
5Let the Chasidim be joyful in kavod;
let them sing for joy upon their beds.
6Let the high praises of G-d be in their mouth,
and a two-edged sword in their hand;
7To execute vengeance upon the Goyim,
and punishments upon the people;
8To bind their melachimwith chains,
and their nobles with shackles of barzel (iron);
9To execute upon them themishpat katuv (written judgment);
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this honor have all His Chasidim.
Hallelu HASHEM.

150
1Hallelu El (Praise G-d),
Hallelu El in His Kodesh;*
Hallelu Him in the raki'a† of His might.
2Hallelu Him for His gevurot (mighty acts);
hallelu Him according to His surpassing greatness.
3Hallelu Himwith the sound of the shofar;
hallelu Himwith the nevel (harp) and kinnor (lyre).
4Hallelu Himwith the tambourine and dance;
hallelu Himwith stringed instruments and flute.
5Hallelu Him upon the clashing cymbals;
hallelu Him upon the resounding cymbals.
6Let every thing that hath neshamah praise HASHEM.
Praise HASHEM!

* 150:1 Beis Hamikdash † 150:1 See Gn 1:6
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Mishle
Introduction

The Book of Mishle (Proverbs) says that the fear of HASHEM is the beginning of Wisdom
(1:7,29; 9:10; 15:33) and “life indeed” (19:23). Moreover,whether to fearHASHEM is a choice
(1:29) with ethical implications (14:2; 16:6) that are a matter of life and death (21:16).
The aim of acquiring wisdom is acquiring more trust in HASHEM (22:19) as we seek Him
(28:5). The waywardly complacent fool makes the wrong choice (14:16,33; 15:17; 17:16),
and the Book of Proverbs strongly exhorts the pursuit of Biblical wisdom as something of
incomparable value (16:16; 23:23), asserting that whoever does not tremble at the wise
words of Scripture is a doomed fool (19:16), even if he is outwardly religious (15:8; 21:27;
28:9) and generally presumed righteous (20:9; 21:2; 30:12). TheBookof Proverbs also deals
with practical wisdom, with matters like marrying well and finding a good spouse (see
18:22; 31:10-31). In fact, Wisdom (chochmah) is presented metaphorically as a lady street
preacher (1:20-33; 8:1—9:12) and is contrasted with the lethal allure of Dame Folly (Aishet
Kesilut “awoman of folly”), presented, in contrast, as an adulterous streetwalker (2:16-19;
6:24—7:27; 9:13-18; 23:27-28; 30:20). Both women make strong appeals to the passersby
in front of their respective houses. The house of one is blessed and the other is cursed
(see also 14:1), and all who enter the house of one or the other will share in either the
houseʼs blessing or its curse. This poetic teaching against sexual immorality falls within
the larger themeof “badcompanydestroysgoodmorals” (1C15:33)which includes1:10-19;
2:12-22; 3:31-35; 4:14-19; 14:7; 22:5,14,24-25; 28:7; 29:3; 31:3 and passages which deal with
ethical qualities like envy, greed, covetousness, violence, mercy, generosity, and kindness
(11:24-26; 15:27; 21:13,26,31; 22:9,16,22-23; 23:4-6,17; 24:1; 27:4; 28:20,22,25; 28:27; 29:7;
30:14-15). Seen in a feminine image, Wisdom is the most desirable of women and the
tree of life (3:13-18; 4:22; 8:35-36 — see also 11:30). Seen in a masculine image, he is the
Fatherʼs Son (Prov 30:4), working as themaster worker Chochmah, a carpenterʼs assistant
used instrumentally to create the world (3:19; 8:22-34). Prov 8:30 “Then I was by Him (at
His side), as an artisan (artistic craftsman); and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always
before Him.” When theWord became flesh, he became the craftsman at Yosef Ben Dovidʼs
side, having already been from all eternity HASHEMʼs Amon (Builder) Oman (Artist). The
feminine metaphor with which chapter 8 began has changed to a masculine one. Amon
is a masculine noun meaning artisan or craftsman. Another possible meaning is foster-
child. In any case, as Keil and Delitzsch have shown, at this point in the chapter the
feminine determination disappears. See how the word is used in Jer 52:15. To be filled
with the Spirit of G-d like Betzalel meant to be filled with wisdom to build creatively as a
craftsman — see Ex 31:3. Thus Wisdom is pictured as an artisan with G-d, even as Yn 1:1
says, “In the beginning was theWord and theWordwas with G-d.” In Prov 30:4more light
is thrown on this passage: Wisdom is like a Son, a Son working creatively at his Fatherʼs
side. However, Hos 11:1-4 shows that the divine fatherhood is moral and spiritual, in
contrast to the sexual or physical ideas of the Ba'al cults, or in contrast to the ignorant
scoffers at the Biblical doctrine of G-d and His Messianic saving Chochmah. HASHEM has
a “Son” according to Prov 30:4 and this text reflects back to Proverbs 8 and especially
8:30. This “Son” is not Israel, which is scarcely mentioned in Proverbs. The figure of a
son toiling by the side of his father was a familiar one, and is an arresting metaphor for
G-dʼs primordial Wisdom toiling creatively in the beginning with G-d and being sent on
a healing redemptive mission (Ps 107:20). Likewise, Ps 2:7; Ps 89:27-28, and Isa 9:6 [5]
are passages where the Moshiach is pictured as G-dʼs Son, His firstborn in the sense of
His agent and heir coming in divine glory (see Dan 7:13-14 on the Son who comes in the
clouds with G-d) to “divide the spoil with the strong” (Isa 53:12) and to rule eternally at
His side — see Psa 110; Isa 9:7 [6]. The folly of the Fall (Gn 3:1-24) itself is alluded to in
Prov.3:5-7, “Do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
will make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the L-rd, and turn
away from evil.” See also 11:2; 12:9; 14:12; 15:25,33; 16:5,18-19; 18:12; 19:3; 21:4,24; 25:6-
7,27; 26:12; 27:1-2; 28:26; 29:23, which touch on the sin of pride and presumption. The
book advocates honoring G-d with the tithe (3:9-10) and remaining docile before Him to
hear and obey His Scriptural commands (3:11-12; 10:8,17; 12:1,15; 13:1,13; 15:5,10,12,31-
32; 19:20,25; 20:18,30; 21:11; 24:6; 25:12; 27:5-6,17; 28:23; 29:1) lest one backslide (26:11;
28:4). Obeying G-d requires zeal, diligence, and shrewd planning for future needs (6:6-
11; 10:4-5,26; 12:11,24,27; 13:4; 14:4,23; 15:19; 16:26; 18:9; 19:15,24; 20:4,13; 21:5,17,25;
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22:7,13; 24:27,30-34; 26:13-16; 27:18,25-27; 28:19), aswell as self-control (16:32; 19:19; 20:1;
23:19-21,29-35; 25:28; 29:11,22; 31:4-5), straightforwardness and honesty of speech (4:24;
6:12; 10:10-11; 12:17,19,22; 14:5,25; 19:9,28; 21:6,28; 26:23-28; 30:8) and foreswearing all
treachery, dishonesty, and injustice (3:29; 10:2; 11:1,9,20; 13:5; 16:11; 17:23; 18:5; 20:17,23;
22:28; 24:10-12,24-25; 28:13), remembering that G-d hates the slanderer (10:18), the gossip
(11:13; 16:28; 18:8; 20:19; 26:20,22), the sower of discord (6:12-19; 13:10; 26:21), and the
onewho gloats (24:17) or belittles people (11:12) or is bitterly vengeful (24:29; 25:21-22) or
is a mocker (30:17). Part of the task of teaching shrewdness to the simple (1:4) is warning
him not to offer property as collateral for his neighborʼs debts or to similarly go into debt
himself (6:1-5; 11:15; 17:18; 20:16; 22:26-27; 27:13). Alsohemust be taught to be sensitive to
the reactions of others and how they are perceiving him (25:17; 27:14,23). “Hatred stirs up
strife, but love covers all offenses” (10:12). “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise”
(13:20), meaning that we should stay in fellowship with fellow believers and maintain a
loving relationship with them (see 17:9). But “the one who is a loner is self-indulgent”
(18:1a). “What is desirable in a person is loyalty” (19:22a; 20:6; 25:19; 27:10). Notice that
the sage no less than the prophet preaches the Torah andwarns about its curses (See 2:22;
10:30; Dt 28:63-68). This book was written “for the wise” (1:5) but it was also written for
young people (1:8,10; 19:27; 22:6), who will perish without discipline (13:24; 19:18; 22:15;
23:13-14; 29:15,17). This book reminds us, and we always need reminding, that “a good
name is rather to be desired than great riches” (22:1).

1Mishlei Sh'lomo Ben Dovid, Melech Yisroel;
2To have da'as of chochmah andmusar (discipline);
to understand the words of binah;
3To receive themusar of those with seichel,
tzedek andmishpat, andmeisharim (equity, uprightness);
4To give subtlety to the simple,
to the na'ar, da'as and discretion.
5A chacham (wise person)will hear, and will increase learning,
and aman of understanding shall acquire wise counsel:
6To understand amashal (proverb), and themelitzah (enigma);
the divrei chachamim, and their chidot (riddles).
7The Yirat HASHEM is the reshit da'as,
but fools despise chochmah andmusar.
8Beni (my son), hear themusar Avicha,
and forsake not the Torat Immecha.
9For they shall be a garland of chen unto thy rosh,
and a chain about thy neck.
10Beni (my son), if chatt'aim (sinners) entice thee,
consent thou not.
11 If they say, Comewith us,
let us lie in wait for dahm,
let us lurk secretly for the naki (innocent, harmless) chinnom (without cause);
12Let us swallow them up chayyim (alive) like She'ol;
and whole, as those that go down into the bor (pit);
13We shall find all precious substance,
we shall fill bateinu (our houses)with plunder;
14Throw in thy goral (lot) among us;
let all of us have kis echad (one pouch, purse).
15Beni (my son), walk not thou in the derech with them;
refrain thy regel from their path;
16For their raglayim run to rah,
andmake haste for shefach dahm (shedding of blood).
17 Surely in vain the reshet (net) is spread
in the eyes of kol ba'al kanaf (all the birds);*
18And they lie in wait for their own dahm;
they lurk secretly for their own nafshot.
19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy for betza (ill-gotten gain);

* 1:17 i.e., lit. master of [the] wing
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which taketh away the nefesh of the be'alim (owners) thereof.
20Chochmot crieth out in the street;
she lifts up her voice in the rechovot (city squares);
21 She crieth out in the chief place of concourse,
in the openings of the she'arim (gates);
in the Ir (city) she uttereth her words, saying,
22Admosai, ye simple ones, will ye love being simpletons?
And the scoffers delight in their mockery,
and kesilim (fools) hate da'as?
23Turn you at my tokhechah (reproof); hinei,
I will pour out my ruach unto you,
I will make knownmy devarim unto you.
24Because I have called, and ye refused,
I have stretched out my yad, and noman regarded;
25But ye have disdained all my etza (counsel),
and would have none of my tokhechah (reproof);
26 I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when your pachad (terror) cometh;
27When your pachad (terror) cometh like a storm,
and your calamity cometh like a whirlwind;
when tzarah (distress) and oppression cometh upon you.
28Then shall they call uponme, but I will not answer;
they shall look for me diligently, but they shall not findme;
29For that they hated da'as,
and did not choose the Yirat HASHEM;
30They would have none of my etza (counsel);
they despised all my tokhechah (reproof).
31Therefore shall they eat of the p'ri (fruit) of their own derech,
and be filled with their ownmo'atzot (schemes, devices).
32For the waywardness of the simple shall slay them,
and the complacent contentment of kesilim (fools) shall destroy them.
33But the one who payeth heed untome† shall dwell safely,
and shall be secure from pachad ra'ah (terror of evil).

2
1Beni (my son), if thou wilt receive mywords,
and treasuremymitzvot with thee;
2 So that thou incline thine ear unto chochmah,
and apply thine lev to tevunah (understanding);
3Yea, if thou criest out after binah,
and liftest up thy voice for tevunah (understanding),
4 If thou seekest her as kesef,
and searchest for her as for matmonim (hidden treasures);
5Then shalt thou understand the Yirat HASHEM,
and find the Da'as Elohim.
6For HASHEM giveth chochmah;
out of His Peh (mouth) cometh da'as (knowledge) and tevunah (understanding).
7He layeth up tushiyyah (wise Torah counsel) for the yesharim (upright ones);
He is a mogen (shield) to them that walk in blamelessness.
8He keepeth the orkhot mishpat,
and is shomer over the derech of His Chasidim.
9Then shalt thou understand tzedek, andmishpat,
andmesharim (equity, fairness)— everyma'agal tov (good path).
10When chochmah entereth into thine lev,
and da'as (knowledge) is pleasant unto thy nefesh;
11Mezimah (discretion) shall be shomer over thee,
tevunah (understanding) shall safeguard thee;

† 1:33 Chochmat HASHEM, i.e., the RedemptiveWord, not only HASHEMʼs creative agent (Ps 33:6; Prov 8:30; 30:4) but the
one who comes with a healing mission according to Ps 107:20, though Moshiach has to die in the midst of his healing
Mission to accomplish our healing from guilt and punitive dread— Isa 53:5
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12To save thee from the derech rah,
from the ishmedaber tahpukhot (man speaking perverse things);
13Who leaving the orkhot yosher (paths of uprightness),
walk in the drakhei choshech (ways of darkness);
14Who rejoice to do rah,
and delight in the tahpukhot (perverse things) of rah (evil);
15Whose orkhot (paths) are crooked ones,
and they are devious in their ma'agalot (paths).
16To save thee from the isha zarah (strangewoman),
even from the nokhriyah (strange [immoral] woman) which useth smooth words;
17Which forsaketh the alluf (companion, husband) of her youth,
and forgetteth the brit (covenant) of her G-d.
18For her bais inclineth towardmavet,
and her ma'agalot (paths) to the refa'im (spirits of the dead).
19None that go unto her return again,
neither attain they to the orkhot chayyim (paths of life).
20That thoumayest walk in the derech tovim,
and be shomer over the orkhot tzaddikim (paths of the righteous).
21For the yesharim (upright ones) shall dwell in the land,
and the tamimim (blameless, faultless ones) shall remain in it.
22But the resha'im shall be cut off from ha'aretz,
and the bogedim (treacherous ones) shall be rooted out of it.

3
1Beni (my son), forget not my torah;
but let thine lev keepmymitzvot;
2For orekh yamim (length of days), and shnot chayyim,
and shalom, shall they add to thee.
3Let not chesed and emes forsake thee;
bind them about thy neck;
write them upon the luach (tablet) of thine lev;
4 So shalt thou find chen and seichel tov
in the eyes of Elohim and adam.
5Trust in HASHEMwith all thine lev,
and lean not unto thine own binah (understanding).
6 In all thy drakhim acknowledge Him,
and He shall make yosher thy orkhot (paths).
7Be not chacham in thine own eyes;
fear HASHEM, and depart from rah.
8 It shall be rife'ut (health) to thy navel,
andmarrow to thy atzmot.
9Honor HASHEMwith thy substance,
and with the reshit (firstfruit) of all thine increase;
10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy vats shall burst out with tirosh.
11Beni (my son), despise not themusar HASHEM;
neither be weary of His tokhakhah (reproof);
12For whomHASHEM loveth, He correcteth;
even as an av the ben in whom he delighteth.
13Ashrei (happy) is the man that findeth chochmah,
and theman that getteth tevunah (understanding).
14For the gain of it is better than the gain of kesef,
and the increase thereof than fine gold.
15 She is more precious than peninim (pearls);
and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.
16Orekh yamim is in her right hand;
and in her left hand osher and kavod.
17Her drakhim are drakhim of pleasantness,
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and all her netivot (trodden paths) are shalom.
18 She is an Etz Chayyim (Tree of Life) to them that lay hold upon her;
andme'usher (blessed) is every one that holdeth her fast.

19HASHEM by chochmah hath founded Eretz (Earth);
by tevunah (understanding) hath He established Shomayim.
20By His da'as (knowledge) the tehomot (oceanic depths)were divided,
and the clouds drop down the tal (dew).

21Beni (my son), let not them depart from thine eyes;
keep sound judgment andmezimah (discretion);
22 So shall they be chayyim unto thy nefesh,
and chen to thy neck.
23Then shalt thou walk in thy derech safely,
and thy regel shall not stumble.
24When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid;
when thou liest down, thy sheynah (sleep) shall be sweet.
25Be not afraid of sudden pachad (terror),
neither of the desolation of the resha'im (wicked ones), when it cometh.
26For HASHEM shall be thy confidence,
and shall be shomer over thy regel from the snare.
27Withhold not tov from them to whom it is due,
when it is in the power of thine yad to do it.

28 Say not unto thy neighbor:
Go, and come again,
andmakhar (tomorrow) I will give;
when thou hast it by thee.
29Devise not ra'ah against thy re'a,
seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.
30 Strive not with adamwithout cause,
if he have done thee no ra'ah.
31Envy thou not the ish chamas,
and choose none of his drakhim.
32For the perverse person is to'avat (detestable) to HASHEM;
but His sod (secret, intimate counsel) is with the yesharim (upright ones).
33The curse of HASHEM is in the bais of the rasha;
but He puts a bracha on the dwelling of the tzaddikim.
34 Surely He scorneth the scorners;
but He giveth chen (grace, favor) unto the anayim (lowly, humble ones).
35The chachamim shall inherit kavod,
but shame shall be the promotion of kesilim (fools).

4
1Hear, ye banim, themusar (instruction, discipline) of an av,
and attend to know binah (understanding).
2For I give you lekach tov (good doctrine, good instruction),
forsake ye not my torah.
3For I was ben to avi,
tender and yachid (an only child) before immi.
4He taught me also, and said untome,
Let thine lev retainmywords;
be shomer over mymitzvot, and live.
5Acquire chochmah, acquire binah (understanding); forget it not;
neither turn from the words of my peh (mouth).
6Forsake her not, and she shall be shomer over thee;
love her, and she shall protect thee.
7Chochmah is the principal thing;
therefore get chochmah, and with all thy getting get binah (understanding).
8Exalt her, and she shall promote thee;
she shall honor thee with kavod, when thou dost embrace her.
9 She shall give to thine head a garland of chen;
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an ateret (crown) of tiferet (glory) shall she present to thee.
10Hear, O beni (my son), and receive my sayings;
and thy shnot chayyim shall be many.
11 I have taught thee in the derech chochmah;
I have led thee inma'aglei yosher (right paths).
12When thou goest, thy steps shall not be hindered;
and when thou runnest, lo tikashel (thou shalt not stumble).
13Take firm hold of musar;
let her not go; guard her; for she is thy chayyim.
14Enter not into the orach resha'im,
and go not on the derech ra'im (road of the wicked).
15Avoid it, travel al (not) on it,
turn from it, and pass on.
16For they sleep not, unless they have done evil;
and their sheynah (sleep) is robbed, unless they cause some to fall.
17For they eat the lechem of resha,
and drink the yayin of chamasim (violences).
18But the orach tzaddikim (path of the righteous) is as the bright light,
that shineth brighter and brighter unto the full day.
19The derech resha'im is as deep darkness;
they know not at what they stumble.
20Beni (my son), attend to mywords;
incline thine ozen untomy sayings.
21Let them not depart from thine eyes;
be shomer over themwithin thine lev.
22For they are chayyim unto those that find them,
and health to all their basar.
23 Set watch over and guard thy lev with all diligence;
for out of it are the totze'ot chayyim (issues, wellsprings of life).*
24Put away from thee a deceitful peh (mouth),
and perverse sfatayim (lips) put far from thee.
25Let thine eynayim look straight forward,
and let thine eyelids look straight before thee.
26Ponder thema'agal (path) of thy raglayim,
and let all thy drakhim be firm.
27Turn not to the right hand nor to the left;
remove thy regel from rah.†

5
1Beni (my son), attend untomy chochmah,
and bow thine ozen tomy tevunah (understanding);
2That thoumayest regardmezimah (discretion),
and that thy sfatayim (lips)may keep da'as (knowledge).
3For the sfatayim (lips) of a zarah (strangewoman) drip as a honeycomb,
and hermouth is smoother than shemen (olive oil);
4But her end is marah (bitter) as wormwood,
sharp as a two-edged cherev.
5Her raglayim go down tomavet;
her steps lead to Sheol.
6Lest thou shouldest compare [hers] to the orach chayyim,
her ma'agalot (paths) are crooked, that thou canst not know them.
7Hearme now therefore, O ye banim,
and turn not from the words of my peh (mouth).
8Remove thy derech far from her,
and come not near the petach (doorway) of her bais;
9Lest thou give thine hod (strength) unto others,

* 4:23 cf Mk 7:20-23 † 4:27 T.N. Everyone in life has two paths to choose from just as Moshiach Tzidkeinu spoke of
two gates, a wide one crowded with traffic and leading to destruction, and another one found by few but leading to life
and redemption—Mt 7:13-14
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and thy shanim unto the cruel one;
10Lest zarim (strangers) be filled with thy koach;
and thy toilings be in the bais nochri;
11And thoumourn at the acharit (last, latter end, future),
when thy basar and thy body are consumed,
12And say, How have I hatedmusar,
andmy lev spurned tokhakhat (reproof);
13And have not obeyed the voice of mymorim (teachers),
nor inclinedmine ear to the ones whoweremymelamed!
14 I was at the brink of all rah (evil, ruin)
in themidst of the kahal (congregation) and edah (assembly).
15Drinkmayim out of thine own bor (cistern),
and running waters out of thine ownwell.
16 Should thy fountains be dispersed abroad,
and channels of mayim in the rekhovot (town squares)?
17Let them be only thine own,
and never zarim (strangers)with thee.
18Let thymakor (fountain) be blessed;
and rejoice with the isha of thy youth.
19Let her be as the loving deer and graceful doe;
let her breasts satisfy thee at all times;
and be thou enraptured tamid (ever)with ahavat (love of) her.
20Andwhywilt thou, beni (my son), be intoxicated with a zarah (strangewoman),
and embrace the kheyk (bosom) of a nochriyah (foreign [heathen] woman)?
21For the drakhim ish are before the eyes of HASHEM,
and He pondereth all his ma'agalot (paths).
22His own avonot shall entrap the rashah himself,
and he shall be held fast by the cords of his chattat.
23He shall die without musar;
and in the greatness of his folly he shall be led astray.

6
1Beni (my son), if thou put up collateral for thy re'a,
if thou hast shaken hands in pledge with a zar (stranger),
2Thou art snared with the words of thy peh (mouth),
thou art trapped with the words of thy peh (mouth).
3Do this now, beni (my son), and deliver thyself,
since thou art come into the palm of thy re'a;
go, humble thyself, and plead with thy re'a.
4Give not sheynah to thine eyes,
nor slumber to thine eyelids.
5Deliver thyself as a gazelle from the yad,*
and as a tzippor (bird) from the yad of the fowler.
6Go to the nemalah (ant), thou atzel (sluggard, lazy one);
consider her drakhim (ways), and be chacham (wise);
7Which having no katzin (officer, leader)
or shoter (policeman) ormoshel,
8Prepareth her lechem in the kayitz (summer),
and gathereth her food in the katzir (harvest).
9Admosai wilt thou lie down, O atzel (sluggard, lazy one)?
Whenwilt thou arise out of thy sheynah (sleep)?
10Yet a little sheynot (sleep ),† a little slumber,
a little folding of the yadayim to sleep;
11 So shall thy poverty come as a prowler,
and thy need as an ishmogen (man of armor).
12Aworthless person, a wickedman,
walketh with a perverse peh (mouth).
13Hewinketh with his eyes, he shuffleth with his regel,

* 6:5 of the hunter † 6:10 pl.
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he pointeth with his fingers;
14Tahpukhot (perversity) is in his lev,
he deviseth rah continually;
he stirs upmidanim (contention, strife, discord).‡
15Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly;
suddenly shall he be destroyed without marpeh (remedy).
16These shesh (six) things doth HASHEM hate;
indeed, shevah (seven) are an abomination unto His Nefesh;
17Haughty eyes, a lashon sheker,
and hands guilty of shefach dahm naki,
18A lev that deviseth wickedmachshevot (plans),
raglayim that are swift in running to ra'ah,
19An ed sheker that speaketh lies,
and he that sowethmidanim (contention, strife, discords) among achim.
20Beni (my son), keep themitzvat Avicha,
and forsake not the torat Immecha;
21Bind them tamid (continually) upon thine lev,
and tie them about thy neck.
22When thou goest, it shall guide thee;
when thou sleepest, it shall be shomer over thee;
and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.
23For themitzvah is a ner (lamp); and torah an ohr;
and tokhakhot musar (reproofs of discipline) are the Derech Chayyim (Life Lane);
24To be shomer over thee, keeping thee from the eshet rah,
from the smooth lashon of the nokhriyah (strangewoman).
25Lust not after her beauty in thine lev;
neither let her allure thee with her eyelids.
26For bymeans of an isha zonah aman is reduced to a kikar lechem;
and [another] manʼs wife will prey on the nefesh yekara (precious soul).
27Can aman take eish in his kheyk,
and his clothes not be burned?
28Can one walk upon hot coals,
and his regel not be burned?
29 So is he that goeth into his eshet re'a;
whosoever toucheth her shall not go unpunished.
30Men do not despise a ganav if he steal
to satisfy his nefesh when he is starving;
31But if he be found out, he shall restore sevenfold;
he shall give hon (substance, wealth) of his bais;
32But the no'ef (one who committeth adultery)with an isha lacketh lev;§
he that doeth it destroyeth his own nefesh.
33A nega* and dishonor shall he get;
and his cherpah (reproach) shall not be wiped away.
34For kina (jealousy) is the chamat gever (husbandʼs rage);
therefore he will not spare in the yom nakam (day of vengeance).
35Hewill not regard kofer (compensation);
neither will he be the appeased, though shochad (bribe) be great.

7
1Beni (my son), be shomer over mywords,
and treasure upmymitzvot with thee.
2Be shomer over mymitzvot, and live,
and over my torah as the apple of thine eye.
3Bind them upon thy fingers,
write them upon the luach (tablet) of thine lev.
4 Say unto chochmah, Thou art my achot;
and call binah (understanding) thy kinsman;
5That theymay be shomer over thee and keep thee from the zarah,

‡ 6:14 pl. § 6:32 of understanding * 6:33 See Isa 53:8 for Moshiachʼs nega taken for unfaithful Israel
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from the nokhriyah with her smooth words.
6For at the chalon (window) of my bais
I looked throughmy lattice,
7And beheld among the simple ones,
I discerned among the banim,
a na'ar (youngman) devoid of lev,*
8Passing through the street near her corner;
and he went on the derech to her bais,
9 In the twilight, at erev,
in the black and dark lailah;
10And, hinei, there met him an isha
with the attire of a zonah,
and crafty of lev
11— She is loud and soreret (rebellious, defiant);
her raglayim abide not in her bais;
12Now is she without, now in the rechovot,
and lurketh in wait at every pinnah (corner)—
13 So she caught hold of him, and kissed him,
and with a brazen ponem said unto him,
14 I have zivkhei shelamim vowed;
this yom have I payedmy neder.
15Al ken (therefore) came I forth to meet thee,
diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.
16 I have deckedmy bed with coverings of tapestry,
with a bedspread of fine linen of Mitzrayim.
17 I have perfumedmymishkav (bed)
withmyrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.
18Come, let us take our fill of dodim (loves) until boker;
let us delight ourselves with ahavim (loves).†
19For the ish (man),‡ is not b'bais,
he is gone a derechmerachok (distant journey);
20He hath taken a bag of kesef with him,
and will come back to his bais at the appointed time.
21By her enticing speech she caused him to yield,
with the smoothness of her sfatayim she seduced him.
22He goeth after her and followeth immediately,
as a shor (ox) goeth to tavach (stock yard, slaughter-house),
or as if boundwith fetters to themusar (punishment) of the fool;
23Till a khetz (arrow) strike through his liver;
as a tzippor hasteth to the pach (snare),
and knoweth not that it is for his nefesh (life).
24Pay heed untome now therefore, O ye banim,
and attend to the words of my peh (mouth).
25Let not thine lev turn aside to her drakhim;
go not astray in her netivot (trodden paths).
26For she hath cast downmany chalalim (wounded);
indeed, many strongmen have been slain by her.
27Her bais is the drakhei Sheol,
going down to the chadarim (chambers, rooms) of mavet (death).§

8
1Doth not Chochmah cry out?
And Tevunah (understanding) put forth her voice?
2 In the top of high hills, beside the derech (road),
in the bais netivot (meeting place of trodden paths, crossroads) nitzavah (she* stands).
3 She crieth out at the she'arim (gates), at the entry of the city,

* 7:7 of understanding, sense † 7:18 pl. of intensity ‡ 7:19 i.e., husband § 7:27 T.N. The off-stage character
here in chapter 7 has been the cuckold. Because of her Ba'al affair, HASHEM became the cuckold of Israel even as Hosea
became the cuckold of Gomer. * 8:2 LadyWisdom, the lady street preacher
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at the entrance at the petachim (doorways):
4Unto you, O ishim, I call out;
andmy voice is to the Bnei Adam.
5O ye simple ones, understand armah (prudence);
and, ye kesilim, understand in your lev.
6Hear; for I will speak negidim (noble things, worthy [words]);
and the opening of my sfatayim (lips) shall be meisharim (upright, fair things).
7Formymouth shall speak emes;
and resha is an abomination to my sfatayim (lips).
8All the words of my peh (mouth) are in tzedek;
there is nothing crooked or perverse in them.
9They are all correct to him that discerneth,
and yesharim (straight ones) to them that find da'as (knowledge).
10Receive mymusar, and not kesef;
and da'as (knowledge) rather than choice gold.
11For chochmah is tovah (better, more precious) than pearls;
and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.
12 I, Chochmah, dwell with armah (prudence),
and find out da'as (knowledge) of mezimot (discretions).
13The Yirat HASHEM is to hate rah;
pride, and ga'on (arrogance), and the derech rah,
and the perverse peh (mouth), do I hate.
14Etzah (counsel, advice) is mine, and sound judgment;
I am binah; I have gevurah.
15Bymemelachim reign,
and nobles decree tzedek.
16Byme sarim (princes) rule, and nobles,
even all the shofetim of tzedek.
17 I love them that have ahavah for me;
and those that seekme shall findme.
18Osher and kavod are withme;
indeed, enduring hon (wealth) and tzedakah.
19My p'ri is better than gold, indeed, than fine gold;
andmy revenue than choice kesef.
20 I walk in the orach tzedakah (way of righteousness),
in themidst of the netivot (paths) of mishpat,
21That I may cause those that loveme to inherit substance;
and I will fill their otzarot.
22HASHEM possessed†me in the reshit of His derech,
before His works of old.
23 I was set up [to reign] me'olam (from eternity),
from the beginning, or ever eretz was.
24When there were no tehomot,
I was brought forth;
when there were no springs abounding withmayim.
25Before the harimwere settled,
before the geva'ot (hills)was I brought forth;
26While as yet He had not made eretz, nor the outer places,
nor the beginning of the dust of the tevel.
27When He set in place Shomayim, I was there;
when He drew a khoog (circle, horizon) upon the face of the tehom,
28When He established the clouds above,
when He strengthened the fountains of the tehom,

† 8:22 “Byexamining the total rangeof attestationof theverbKufNunHeh inWest Semiticwehavebeenable todiscover
that the correct translation of the epithet ‘KufNunHehARETZ’ is ‘Owner/Possessor of the land,’not ‘Creator’ or ‘Begetter.’
The common assumption that Kuf NunHeh inWest Semitic means ‘to create’ is actually a scholarly heritage of interpre-
tation related to a few select biblical passages going all the way back to the Septuagint translation, which has colored
and shaped the way that Northwest Semitic inscriptions in our time have been read and understood” (from the article
אל קנה :ארץ Creator, Begetter, or Owner of the Earth?) See https://www.religionofancientpalestine.com/?page_id=544
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29When He gave to the yamHis chok (decree, limits),
that themayim should not pass its limits,
when He appointed the foundations of the Eretz;
30Then I was etzel (at the side of, beside)‡Him,
as an Amon (master craftsman, builder, architect, artist);
and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him;§
31Rejoicing in the tevel of His Eretz;
andmy delights were with the Bnei Adam.
32Now therefore pay heed untome, O ye banim;
for ashrei (blessed, happy) are they that are shomer over my drakhim.
33Hearmusar, and be chacham,
and disdain it not.
34Ashrei is adam that hearethme,
watching daily at my dalatot,
waiting at themezuzot of my doors.
35For whosoever findethme findeth Chayyim,
and shall obtain ratzon HASHEM.
36But he that sinneth against me doth chamas against his own nefesh;
all they that hate me lovemavet.

9
1Chochmah hath built her bais,
she hath hewn out her seven ammudim;
2 She hath prepared her meat;
she hathmixed her yayin; she hath also set her shulchan.
3 She hath sent forth her na'arot;
she calleth from the highest points of the city;
4Whosoever is simple, let him turn in here;
as for him that lacketh lev (a heart of understanding), she saith to him,
5Come, eat of my lechem,
and drink of the yayin which I havemixed.*
6Forsake the simple ways, and live;
and go in the derech binah.
7He that reproveth a letz (mocker) getteth to himself shame,
and he that is a mochiach (reprover) of a wickedman getteth himself a blot stain.
8Reprove not a letz, lest he hate thee;
rebuke a chacham, and he will love thee.
9Give instruction to a chacham, and he will be yet wiser;
teach a tzaddik, and he will increase in learning.
10The Yirat HASHEM is the beginning of chochmah,
and the da'as Kedoshim (knowledge of the Holy One) is binah (understanding).
11For byme thy yamim shall be multiplied,
and shanot chayyim shall be increased to thee.
12 If thou be chacham, thou shalt be wise for thyself,
but if thoumockest, thou alone shalt suffer.
13Aishes Kesilut (Dame Folly) is clamorous;
she is simple, and knoweth nothing.
14For she sitteth at the petach (doorway) of her bais,
on a seat in the high places of the city,
15To call those passing on the derech (road)
who go straight on their way:
16Whoso is simple, let him turn in here,
and as for him that lacketh lev (heart of understanding), she saith to him:
17 Stolen waters are sweet,
and lechem eaten in secret is pleasant.
18But he has no da'as that the dead ones are there;

‡ 8:30 See Yn 1:1 § 8:30 Prov 30:4 * 9:5 Yn 6:53-54
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and that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.

10
1Themishle (proverbs) of Sh'lomo.

A ben chachammaketh glad an av,
but a ben kesil is the grief of his em.
2Otzarot resha profit nothing,
but tzedakah (righteousness) saveth frommavet.
3HASHEMwill not suffer the nefesh of the tzaddik to famish,
but He thwarteth the craving of the resha'im.
4He becometh poor that dealeth with a negligent palm,
but the yad of the diligent maketh wealth.
5He that gathereth in kayitz is a benmaskil (son of wisdom),
but he that sleepeth in katzir (harvest) is a ben that causeth shame.
6Brakhot are upon the head of the tzaddik,
but chamas covereth the peh (mouth) of the resha'im.
7Thememory of the tzaddik is as bracha,
but the shem resha'im shall rot.
8The chacham lev will receive mitzvot,
but one with foolish sfatayim (lips) shall be thrust down.
9He that walketh uprightly walketh securely,
but he that perverteth his drakhim shall be known.
10He that winketh with the ayin causeth trouble,
but one with foolish sfatayim shall come to ruin.
11The peh (mouth) of a tzaddik is a Makor Chayyim,
but chamas covereth the peh (mouth) of the resha'im.
12 Sin'ah (hatred) stirreth upmedanim (dissensions),
but ahavah covereth all peysha'im.
13 In the sfatayim (lips) of him that hath understanding
chochmah is found,
but a shevet (rod) is for the back of him
that is devoid of lev.*
14Chachamim treasure up da'as (knowledge);
but the peh (mouth) of the foolish is near destruction.
15The oisherʼs wealth is his strong city;
the destruction of the poor ones is their poverty.
16The wage of the tzaddik leadeth to Chayyim;
the wage of the rashah is for chattat.†
17He is in the orach (path) of Chayyim that is shomer over musar,
but he that abandoneth tokhakhat (reproof) goes astray.
18He that hideth sin'ah with sfatayim sheker,
and he that uttereth a slander, is a kesil (fool).
19 In themultitude of devarim there wanteth not sin,
but he that restraineth his sfatayim (lips) is maskil (wise).
20The lashon of the tzaddik is as choice kesef;
the lev of the resha'im is of little worth.
21The sfatayim (lips) of the tzaddik feed rabbim (many),
but fools die for lack of lev.‡
22The Birkat HASHEM, it maketh wealthy,
and He addeth no sorrowwith it.
23 It is as sport to a kesil to do zimmah (evil design),
but an ish tevunah (man of understanding) hath chochmah.
24What the rashah dreads, it shall come upon him,
but the ta'avat tzaddikim shall be granted.
25As the whirlwind passeth, so is the rashah nomore,
but the tzaddik is a yesod olam (an everlasting foundation).
26As chometz to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes,
so is the atzel (sluggard, lazy one) to them that send him.
27The Yirat HASHEM prolongeth yamim;

* 10:13 understanding † 10:16 Ro 6:23 ‡ 10:21 of chochmah
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but the shanot of the resha'im shall be cut short.
28The prospect of the tzaddikim shall be simchah,
but the tikveh of the resha'im shall perish.
29The Derech HASHEM is maoz to the blameless,
but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.
30The tzaddik shall never be removed,
but the resha'im shall not inhabit Eretz.
31The peh (mouth) of the tzaddik bringeth forth chochmah,
but the lashon tahpukhot (tongue of perversion, distortion) shall be cut off.
32The sfatayim (lips) of the tzaddik knowwhat is ratzon (acceptable),
but the peh (mouth) of the resha'im speaketh tahpukhot (perversity).

11
1A balance of mirmah (dishonesty, deception) is abomination to HASHEM,
but an even shelemah (perfect stone, just weight) is His ratzon.
2When zadon (pride) cometh, then cometh kalon (shame, disgrace),
but with the humble is chochmah.
3The integrity of the yesharim (upright ones) shall guide them,
but the deceit of the bogedim (treacherous ones) shall destroy them.
4Hon (riches) profit not in the yom evrah (day of wrath),
but tzedakah (righteousness) delivereth frommavet.
5The tzidkat tamim (righteousness of the blameless) shall make his derech straight,
but the rasha shall fall by his own evil.
6The tzidkat yesharim shall deliver them,
but bogedim (treacherous ones) shall be caught in their own evil desire.
7At themot adam rasha, his tikveh shall perish,
and the expectation of his* strong ones perisheth.
8The tzaddik is delivered out of tzoros,
but the rashah cometh on to take his place.
9A chanef (hypocrite, manwithout G-d)with his peh (mouth) destroyeth his re'a,
but through da'as (knowledge) shall the tzaddikim be delivered.
10When it goeth well with the tzaddikim, the city rejoiceth,
and when the resha'im perish, there is rinnah (joyful shouting).
11By the birkat yesharim the city is exalted,
but it is overthrown by the peh (mouth) of the resha'im.
12He that is devoid of lev† despiseth his re'a,
but an ish tevunot holdeth his peace.
13A bringer of rekhil (gossip),‡ revealeth sod (secrets, confidences),
but he that is of a ne'eman ruach concealeth thematter.
14Where no strategic policy is, the nation falls,
but in themultitude of yoetz (counsellors, advisors) there is teshu'ah (victory, safety).
15He that is guaranty for a zar shall suffer for it,
and he that hateth pledging collateral is secure.
16An eshet chen retaineth kavod (honor, respect),
but ruthless men retain osher.
17The ish chesed (merciful man) doeth good to his own nefesh,
but he that is cruel harmeth his own self.
18The reshah worketh a wage of sheker,
but to him that soweth tzedakah (righteousness) shall be a sachar emes (sure reward).
19As tzedakah (righteousness) leadeth to Chayyim,
so he that pursueth ra'ah pursueth it to his ownmot (death).
20They that are of a perverse lev are an abomination to HASHEM,
but such as are upright in their derech are His delight.
21Though yad join in yad,
rah shall not go unpunished,
but the zera of the tzaddikim shall be delivered.
22As a ring of zahav in the snout of a chazir,
so is an isha yafah which is without ta'am (judgment, discretion).
23The ta'avat tzaddikim is only tov,
but the tikveh of the resha'im is wrath.

* 11:7 surviving † 11:12 of understanding ‡ 11:13 rekhilut
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24There is that which scattereth, and yet increasethmore;
and there is that which withholdeth more than is yosher, but it leadeth to machsor (want,

need, poverty).
25The nefesh berakhah (generous person) shall be made to prosper,
and he that watereth shall be refreshed also himself.
26He that withholdeth grain, the people shall curse him,
but brocha shall be upon the head of him that selleth it.
27He that diligently seeketh tov procureth ratzon,
but he that seeketh ra'ah, it shall come unto him.
28He that trusteth in his riches shall fall;
but the tzaddik shall flourish like the green leaf.
29He that troubleth his own bais shall inherit the ruach (wind),
and the fool shall be eved to the chacham lev.
30The p'ri tzedek is Etz Chayyim,
and he that winneth nefashot is chacham (wise).
31 If the tzaddik are recompensed on ha'aretz (the earth),
muchmore the rashah and the choteh (sinner).

12
1Hewho lovethmusar loveth da'as,
but he that hateth tokhakhat (reproof, correction) is ba'ar (a boorish, ignorant person).
2A tov (goodman) obtaineth ratzon (favor) fromHASHEM,
but an ishmezimor (aman of crafty devices)will He condemn.
3An adam shall not bemade secure by resha,
but the shoresh tzaddikim (root of the righteous ones) shall not bemoved.*
4An aishes chayil (a woman of valor, an excellent wife) is an ateret to her ba'al,
but she that bringeth shame is like rottenness in his atzmot.
5The thoughts of the tzaddikim are right,
but the tachbulot (guidance) of the resha'im aremirmah (deceitful).
6The devarim of the resha'im are to lie in wait for dahm,
but the peh (mouth) of the yesharim (upright ones) shall deliver them.
7The resha'im are overthrown, and are nomore,
but the bais tzaddikim shall stand.
8An ish shall be commended according to his seichel,
but he that is of a perverse mind shall be despised.
9He that is lightly esteemed, and hath an eved,
is better than he that honoreth himself, and lacketh lechem.
10A tzaddik regardeth the nefesh (life) of his behemah (beast),
but the compassion of the resha'im is cruel.
11He that worketh his adamah shall be satisfied with lechem,
but he that chaseth after worthless persons is devoid of lev.†
12The resha coveteth the catch of ra'im (evil men),
but the shoresh (root) of the tzaddikim yieldeth fruit.
13The rah is ensnared by the peysha (transgression) of his sfatayim (lips),
but the tzaddik shall escape from tzoros.
14An ish shall be filled with tov by the fruit of his peh (mouth),
and the recompence of the hands of adam shall be rendered unto him.
15The derech of a fool is yashar (right) in his own eynayim,
but he that payeth heed unto etzah is chacham (wise).
16A foolʼs wrath is known immediately,
but a prudent man covereth kalon (shame, disgrace, shameful nakedness).
17He that speaketh emunah declareth tzedek,
but an ed shekarim, mirmah.
18There is one who speaketh rash words like the wounding of a cherev,
but the lashon of the chachamim promotes marpeh (healing).
19The lip of emes shall be established forever,
but a lashon sheker is but for amoment.
20Mirmah (deceit) is in the lev of them that plot rah,
but to the counsellors of shalom is simchah.
21There shall no harm befall the tzaddik,

* 12:3 T.N. Cf 12:4 and 31:10. † 12:11 of understanding
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but the resha'im shall be filled with rah.
22 Sfatayim (lips) of sheker are to'evah to HASHEM,
but they that deal emunah (faithfully, truthfully) are His delight.
23A prudent man concealeth da'as,
but the lev kesilim (mind of fools) preaches folly.
24The yad of the kharutzim (diligent ones) shall rule,
but the remiyyah (deceitfully lazyman) shall be put to forced labor.
25Anxiety in the lev ish causeth depression,
but a davar tov cheers it up.
26The tzaddik prevaileth advantageously over his neighbor,
but the derech resha'im leads them astray.
27The remiyyah (deceitfully lazyman) roasteth not that which he took in hunting,
but diligence is the precious possession of man.
28 In the orach tzedakah (way of righteousness) is chayyim,
and in the derech netivot (pathway) thereof there is nomavet.

13
1A ben chacham heareth his musar av,
but a scoffer heareth not ge'arah (scolding, rebuke).
2An ish shall eat tov by the fruit of his peh (mouth),
but the nefesh of the bogedim (unfaithful ones, traitors) shall eat chamas.
3He that is shomer over his peh (mouth) guards his nefesh,
but he that openeth wide his sfatayim (lips) shall have ruin.
4The nefesh of the atzel (sluggard, lazy one) desireth, and hath nothing,
but the nefesh of the kharutzim (diligent ones) shall have ample provision.
5A tzaddik hateth sheker,
but a wickedman is shamefully loathsome, and bringeth disgrace.
6Tzedakah is guard over himwhose derech is blameless,
but wickedness overthroweth the chattat (sinner).
7There is one whomaketh himself out to be rich, yet hath nothing;
there is one that maketh himself out to be poor, yet hath hon rav (great wealth).
8The riches of an ish is kofer (ransom) for his nefesh (life),
but the poor heareth no threat.
9The ohr (light) of the tzaddik rejoiceth,
but the ner (lamp) of the resha'im (wicked) shall be put out.
10By zadon (pride) cometh only contention,
but with the teachable is chochmah.
11Hon (wealth) gotten by dishonesty shall be diminished,
but he that gathereth incrementally shall have an increment.
12Hope deferredmaketh the lev sick,
but when the ta'avah (desire) cometh, it is an Etz Chayyim (Tree of Life).
13Hewho despiseth the davar shall be destroyed,
but he that feareth themitzvah shall be rewarded.
14The torat chacham (teaching of the wise) is a makor chayyim (fountain of life),
to turn one away from the snares of mavet.
15 Seichel tov giveth favor,
but the derech bogedim (way of traitors) is hard.
16Every prudent man acts with da'as,
but a kesil (fool) displays his folly.
17Amalach rasha falleth into rah (trouble),
but a tzir emunim (trustworthy envoy) is marpeh (healing).
18Poverty and shame shall be to him that disdains musar,
but he that is shomer over tokhakhat (reproof) shall be honored.
19The ta'avah (desire, longing) fulfilled is sweet to the nefesh,
but it is to'evat kesilim (the abomination of fools) to depart from rah.
20He that walketh with chachamim shall be wise,
but a companion of kesilim (fools) shall come to harm.
21Ra'ah (disaster) pursueth chatta'im (sinners),
but tov is the reward of the tzaddikim.
22A tov (goodman) leaveth an inheritance to his bnei banim,
and the wealth of the choteh (sinner) is laid up for the tzaddik.
23Rav ochel (much food) is in the untilled ground of the poor,
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but for want of mishpat (justice) it is swept away.
24He that spareth his shevet (rod) hateth bno (his son),
but he that loveth him is diligent in his musar (discipline).
25The tzaddik (righteous) eateth to the satisfying of his nefesh (soul),
but the beten (stomach) of the resha'im shall want.

14
1Chachmot nashim buildeth her bais,
but the foolish pulleth it downwith her hands.
2He that walketh in his yashar feareth HASHEM,
but he that is devious in his drakhim despiseth Him.
3 In the peh (mouth) of the fool is a rod of ga'avah (pride),
but the sfatayim (lips) of the chachamim shall be shomer over them and preserve them.
4Where no oxen are, the evus (feeding trough) is clean,
but much increase is by the ko'ach of the shor (ox).
5An ed emunimwill not lie,
but an ed sheker will utter lies.
6A scoffer seeketh chochmah, and findeth it not,
but da'as cometh easily unto him that is discerning.
7Go from the presence of an ish kesil,
when thou perceivest not in him the sfatayim (lips) of da'as (knowledge).
8The chochmah of the prudent is to understand his derech,
but the folly of kesilim is mirmah (deceit).
9Fools mock at guilt,
but among the yesharim (upright ones) there is ratzon (favor).
10The lev knoweth its own bitterness,
and a zar (stranger) doth not share its simchah.
11The bais of the resha'im shall be shmad,
but the ohel of the yesharim shall flourish.
12There is a derech (road)which seemeth yashar (right) unto an ish,
but the acharit (latter end, future) thereof are the drakhim of mavet.
13Even in sekhok (laughter) the lev is sad,
and the acharit (latter end) of that simchah is grief.
14The sug (backslider, faithless one) in lev is filled with his own drakhim (roads),
but an ish tov shall be satisfied from above himself.
15The naive believeth every davar,
but the prudent looketh with care to his steps.
16A chacham feareth, and departeth from rah,
but the kesil throweth off restraint and is arrogantly reckless.
17He that is quick-tempered dealeth folly,
and an ishmezimot (aman of crafty schemes) is hated.
18The naive inherit folly,
but the prudent are crownedwith da'as.
19The ra'imwill bow before the tov'im,
and the resha'im at the she'arim of the tzaddik.
20The poor is hated even by his own re'a (neighbor),
but the oisher hathmany friends.
21He that despiseth his re'a sinneth,
but he that is kind to the anayim (needy ones), happy is he.
22Do they not go astray that plot rah?
But chesed and emes shall be to them that plan tov.
23 In all hard work there is profit,
but idle chatter of the sfatayim (lips) tendeth only to makhsor (poverty, want).
24The ateret chachamim is their riches,
but the foolishness of kesilim is folly.
25An ed emes (true witness) saveth nefashot (souls, lives),
but a lying witness is a betrayer.
26 In the Yirat HASHEM is strong confidence,
and his banim shall have a place of refuge.
27The Yirat HASHEM is a makor chayyim (fountain of life)
to turn one away from the snares of mavet.
28 In themultitude of people is the glory of a melech,
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but in the lack of subjects is the ruin of the prince.
29He that is slow to wrath
is of rav tevunah (great understanding),
but he that is angrily impulsive
exalteth folly.
30A levmarpeh (soundmind) is life to the basar,
but kinah (envy) is the rottenness of the atzmot (bones).
31He that oppresseth the dal (poor) showeth contempt for his Oseh (Maker),
but he that honoreth Him is kind to the evyon (needy).
32The reshah is banished in his ra'ah,
but the tzaddik hath refuge in his mot (death).
33 In the lev of the discerning reposes chochmah,
but that which is in kesilim is made known.
34Tzedakah exalteth a nation,
but chattat (sin) is a reproach to any people.
35The ratzonmelech (kingʼs favor) is toward an evedmaskil (a wise servant),
but his wrath is against him that bringeth shame.

15
1A soft answer turneth away chemah (wrath);
but harsh devarim stir up anger.
2The lashon of chachamim useth da'as aright,
but the peh (mouth) of kesilim (fools) poureth out folly.
3The eynayim of HASHEM are in kol makom (every place),
watching the ra'im and the tovim.
4Amarpeh lashon (a tongue of healing) is an Etz Chayyim,
but selef (perversity) therein is crushing to the ruach (spirit).
5A fool spurns his musar av,
but he that is shomer over tokhakhat (reproof) is prudent.
6 In the bais of the tzaddik is much treasure,
but in the revenues of the rashah is trouble.
7The sfatayim (lips) of chachamim disperse da'as,
but the lev of kesilim doeth not so.
8The zevach of the resha'im is a to'evah to HASHEM,
but the tefillah (prayer) of the yesharim is His delight.
9The derech rashah is a to'evah unto HASHEM,
but He loveth him that pursueth tzedakah.
10Musar is grievous unto him that forsaketh the orach (way),
and he that hateth tokhakhat (reproof) shall die.
11 Sheol and Avaddon are before HASHEM,
howmuchmore then the hearts of Bnei Adam?
12A scoffer loveth not one that correcteth him,
neither will he go unto chachamim.
13A lev same'achmaketh a cheerful countenance,
but by sorrow of the lev the ruach is broken.
14The lev of him that hath understanding seeketh da'as,
but the peh (mouth) of kesilim feedeth on folly.
15All the days of the oni are ra'im,
but he that is of a tov lev hath amishteh tamid (a continual feast).
16Better is little with the Yirat HASHEM
than otzar rav (great treasure) and trouble therewith.
17Better is a meal of yarak (vegetables)where love is,
than a fatted calf and sinah (hatred) therewith.
18An ish chemah (angryman) stirreth upmadon (strife),
but he that is slow to anger pacifies a quarrel.
19The derech (road) of the atzel (sluggard, lazy one) is a thorny hedge,
but the orach yesharim (way of the upright) is a highway.
20A ben chachammaketh glad an av,
but a kesil adam despiseth immo.
21Folly is simchah to him that is destitute of lev,*

* 15:21 of discernment
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but an ish tevunahwalketh uprightly.
22Without counsel, plans go amiss,
but in themultitude of yo'atzim (counsellors) they are established.
23An ish hath simchah in the apt reply of his peh (mouth),
and a timely davar, mah tov (how good!)
24The Orach Chayyim leads upward to the wise,
in order that hemay depart from Sheol beneath.
25HASHEMwill destroy the bais of the proud,
but he will maintain the boundary of the almanah.
26The thoughts of the rah are a to'evah to HASHEM,
but the words of the tehorim (pure ones) are pleasant.
27He that is greedy of unjust gain troubleth his own bais,
but he that hatethmattanot (bribes) shall live.
28The lev tzaddik studieth how to answer,
but the peh (mouth) of the resha'im poureth out evil things.
29HASHEM is far from the resha'im,
but He heareth the tefillah of the tzaddikim.
30The ohr (light) of the eynayim rejoiceth the lev,
and a good report giveth health to the etzem.
31The ozen that heareth the tokhakhat chayyim (reproof of life)
lodgeth among chachamim.
32He that refusethmusar despiseth his own nefesh,
but he that heareth tokhakhat (reproof) getteth lev.†
33The Yirat HASHEM is themusar of chochmah;
and before kavod (honor) is anavah (humility).

16
1The plans of the lev belong to adam,
and the answer of the lashon is fromHASHEM.
2All the drakhei ish are pure in his own eynayim,
but HASHEMweigheth the ruchot.
3Commit thyma'asim (works) unto HASHEM,
and thy plans shall be established.
4HASHEMworks out all things for Himself,
indeed, even the rasha (wicked) for the Yom Ra'ah (day of evil).
5Every one that is proud in lev
is to'evat HASHEM;
though yad join in yad, he shall not go unpunished.
6By chesed and emes avon is purged,
and by the Yirat HASHEMmen depart from rah.
7When drakhei ish please HASHEM,
Hemaketh even his oyevim to be in shalomwith him.
8Better is a little with tzedakah
than great revenues without mishpat (justice).
9The lev adam plans his derech,
but HASHEM directeth his steps.
10A kesem (oracle) is on the sfatayim (lips) of Melech,
his peh (mouth)must not betraymishpat.
11A just weight and balance are HASHEMʼs,
all the weights of the bag are His concern.
12 It is to'evat melachim to commit resha (wickedness),
for the kisse is established through tzedakah.
13 Sfatayim (lips) of tzedek are the delight of melachim;
and they love him that speaketh yesharim (upright things).
14The wrath of a melech is as malachim of mavet,
but an ish chachamwill appease it.
15 In the light of the countenance of melech is chayyim,
and his favor is like the cloud of a spring rain.
16Howmuch better is it to acquire chochmah than gold,
and acquiring binah (understanding) a better choice than kesef!
17Themesilat yesharim (highway of the upright)
† 15:32 of understanding
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is to depart from rah;
he that guards his derech is shomer over his nefesh (soul).
18Ga'on (pride) goeth before shever (destruction),
and a ruach of haughtiness before a fall.
19Better it is to be of a humble ruach among the anayim,
than to divide the plunder with the proud.
20He that wisely heeds the Davar shall find tov (good),
and he who trusteth in HASHEM, happy is he.
21The chacham lev shall be called prudent,
and the sweetness of the sfatayim (lips) adds to learning.
22 Seichel is a Makor Chayyim unto him that hath it,
but themusar (instruction, discipline) of fools is folly.
23The lev chacham guides his peh (mouth),
and addeth learning to his sfatayim (lips).
24Pleasant words are as a honeycomb,
sweet to the nefesh, andmarpeh (healing) to the atzmot (bones).
25There is a derech that seemeth yashar (right) before an ish,
but its acharit (future, latter end) is the drakhei mavet.
26The nefesh (appetite) of the laborer works for him,
for his peh (mouth) of hunger driveth him on.
27An ish Beliya'al diggeth up ra'ah,
and in his sfatayim (lips) there is as a scorching eish.
28A perverse ish sowethmadon (strife, dissension),
and a whisperer separateth close friends.
29An ish chamas enticeth his re'a,
and leadeth him into the derech that is not good.
30Hewinking his eynayim to plot perverse things,
compressing his sfatayim (lips),
bringeth ra'ah to pass.
31The silvery hair is an ateret tiferet;
it is found in the derech tzedakah.
32He that is slow to anger
is better than the gibbor;
and he that ruleth his ruach
than he that captures a city.
33The goral is cast into the kheyk (lap),
but the whole decision thereof is fromHASHEM.

17
1Better is a dry crust, and quietness therewith,
than a bais full of zevakhim (sacrificial religiousmeals)with strife.
2An evedmaskil (wise servant) shall have rule over a ben that causeth shame,
and shall have a share of the nachalah among the achim.
3The crucible is for kesef, and the furnace for zahav,
but HASHEM is the testor of hearts.
4An evildoer giveth heed to false sfatayim (lips),
and a sheker (liar) giveth ear to a spiteful lashon.
5Hewhomocketh the poor showeth contempt for his Oseh (Maker),
and he that gloats at calamities shall not go unpunished.
6Bnei banim are the ateret of zekenim;
and the tiferet of banim are their avot.
7Eloquent speech becometh not a naval (fool),
much less do lying sfatayim (lips) a ruler.
8A shochad (gift, bribe) is like a charm in the eynayim of him that hath it:
wherever he turneth, he prospereth.
9He that covereth a peysha (transgression) seeketh love;
but he that repeateth amatter separateth the best of friends.
10Ge'arah (scolding) goeth deeper into ameiven
than a hundred blows into a kesil (fool).
11A rah seeketh only rebellion;
therefore amerciless malach shall be sent to him.
12Let an ishmeet a dov robbed of her cubs
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rather than a kesil in his folly.
13Hewho rewardeth ra'ah for tovah,
ra'ah shall not depart from his bais.
14The beginning of madon (strife) is like releasingmayim,
therefore stop contention before a quarrel begins.
15He that justifieth the rashah,
and he that condemneth the tzaddik,
even they both are to'evah to HASHEM.
16Why is there the purchase price in the yad of a kesil (fool) to acquire chochmah,
seeing he hath no lev for it?
17The re'a (friend) loveth at all times,
and a brother is born for tzarah (adversity).
18Adam devoid of lev* shaketh hands in pledge,
and becometh the security deposit for his neighbor.
19He loveth peysha (transgression, sin) that loveth strife,
and he that maketh his threshold high seeketh shever (fracture).
20He that hath a crookedmind findeth no tov,
and he that hath a deceitful lashon falleth into ra'ah.
21He that begetteth a kesil doeth it to his sorrow,
and the avi naval hath no simchah.
22A lev same'ach doeth tov like amedicine,
but a downcast ruach drieth up the bones.
23A rasha accepts a shochad (bribe) out of the kheyk (bosom),†
to pervert the orkhot mishpat (paths of justice).
24Chochmah is before themeiven (discerning one);
but the eynayim of a kesil are on the ends of ha'aretz.
25A ben kesil is a ka'as (grief) to aviv (his father),
and bitterness to her that bore him.
26Also to punish the tzaddik is not tov,
nor to flog officials for their yashar (uprightness, integrity).
27He that hath da'as spareth his words,
and an ish tevunah (man of understanding) is of a calm ruach.
28Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted chacham,
and he that shutteth his sfatayim (lips) is esteemed aman of understanding.

18
1Amanwho separates himself seeks his own ta'avah (desire);
he defies all tushiyyah (wisdom, sound judgment).
2A kesil (fool) hath no delight in tevunah (understanding),
but only in airing out his lev (mind, opinions).
3When the rashah cometh, then cometh also contempt,
and with dishonor, cherpah (reproach, disgrace).
4The devarim of amanʼs mouth are deepmayim;
themakor chochmah is a flowing stream.
5 It is not tov to show partiality to the rashah,
to subvert the tzaddik inmishpat.
6The sfatayim (lips) of a kesil enter into contention,
and his peh (mouth) inviteth blows.
7The peh (mouth) of a kesil is his undoing,
and his sfatayim (lips) are themokesh (snare) of his nefesh.
8 The devarim of a nirgan (gossip, talebearer, slanderer) are like mitlachamim (delicious

tidbits),
and they go down into the innermost parts of the beten (belly).
9He also that is slack in his work
is brother to him that is ba'al mashchit (master of destruction).
10The Shem of HASHEM is a strongmigdal (tower),
the tzaddik runneth into it, and is safe.
11The oisherʼs wealth is his strong city,
and is a high chomah in his own conceit.
12Before shever (destruction) the lev ish is haughty,

* 17:18 of understanding † 17:23 i.e., secretly
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and before kavod is anavah (humility).
13He that answereth amatter before he heareth it,
it is folly and kelimmah (reproach, shame) unto him.
14The ruach ish will sustain him in sickness,
but a crushed ruach who can bear?
15The lev of the prudent acquireth da'as,
and the ozen of the chachamim seeketh da'as.
16Themattan adam (gift of aman) openeth the way for him,
and bringeth him before gedolim.
17He that is harishon (the first) to make his case seemeth tzaddik,
but his re'a cometh and doth cross-examine him.
18The goral (lot) causeth contentions to cease,
and keepeth themighty apart.
19A brother offended is harder to be won
than a strong city,
and their contentious quarrelings are like the bars of an armon (citadel).
20An ishʼs beten shall be filled with the fruit of his peh (mouth),
and with the produce of his sfatayim (lips) shall he be satisfied.
21Mavet and chayyim are in the power of the lashon,
and they that love it shall eat the p'ri (fruit) thereof.
22Hewho findeth an isha (wife) findeth tov,
and obtaineth ratzon (favor) fromHASHEM.
23The poor useth entreaties,
but the oisher answereth roughly.
24An ish of many companions may come to ruin,
but there is an ohev (friend) that sticketh closer than a brother.

19
1Better is the poor that walketh in his tohm (integrity, guilelessness),
than he that is perverse in his sfatayim (lips), and is a kesil (fool).
2Also, that the nefesh (desire) be without da'as, it is not tov,
and he that hasteth with his raglayim (feet) sinneth.
3The folly of adammaketh his derech crooked,
yet his lev rages against HASHEM.
4Wealthmakethmany friends,
but the dal (poor) is separated from his re'a (neighbor).
5An ed shekarim (false witness) shall not go unpunished,
and he that speaketh kezavim (lies) shall not escape.
6Rabbim (many)will entreat the favor of the ruler,
and every ish is the re'a (friend) to him that givethmattan (gifts).
7All the kin of the rahsh (pauper) do hate him;
howmuchmore does his friend avoid him?
He pursueth themwith words,
yet they are not there.
8He that getteth lev* loveth his own nefesh;
he that is shomer over tevunah (understanding) shall find tov.
9An ed shekarim (false witness) shall not go unpunished,
and he that speaketh kezavim (lies) shall perish.
10Luxury is not fitting for a kesil (fool);
much less for an eved to have rule over sarim.
11The seichel adam deferreth his anger,
and it is his tiferet (glory) to pass over a peysha (transgression).
12The wrath of a melech is like the roaring of a lion,
but his ratzon (favor) is as tal (dew) upon the esev (grass).
13A ben kesil is the calamity of aviv (his father),
and the contentions of an isha are a constant dripping.†
14Bais and hon (wealth) are the nachalah avot,
and a prudent isha (wife) is fromHASHEM.
15Atzlah (slothfulness, laziness) casteth into a tardemah (deep sleep),
and a nefesh remiyyah (a deceitfully lazy soul) shall suffer hunger.

* 19:8 of understanding † 19:13 i.e., an irritant
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16He that is shomer over themitzvah is shomer over his own nefesh,
but he that is reckless in his drakhim shall die.
17He that hath compassion on the dal (poor) lendeth unto HASHEM;
and for his benefits He will repay him.
18Chasten binecha (thy son)while there is yet tikvah,
and give not in to thy nefesh (desire) to kill him.
19One of gadol chemah (great temper) shall bear onesh (punishment),
for if thou deliver him, yet thoumust do it again.
20Hear etzah, and accept musar,
that thoumayest be wise in thy acharit (latter end, future).
21There are many plans in a lev ish;
nevertheless it is the etzah of HASHEM that shall stand.
22The ta'avah (what is desirable) in an adam is his chesed,
and a rahsh (pauper) is better than an ish kazav (liar).
23The Yirat HASHEM tendeth to chayyim,
and he that hath it shall rest secure;
he shall not be visited by rah.
24An atzel (sluggard, lazy one) thrusteth his yad into his dish,
and will not so much as bring it back to his peh (mouth) again.
25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple will learn what is prudent,
and reprove one that hath understanding, and he will understand da'as.
26He that mistreateth his av, and driveth out his em,
is a ben that causeth shame, and bringeth cherpah.
27Cease, beni (my son), to hear musar
and thou shalt go astray from the words of da'as.
28An ed beliya'al (corrupt witness) scornethmishpat (justice),
and the peh (mouth) of the resha'im devoureth iniquity.
29 Shefatim (penalties, judgments) are prepared for scoffers,
and for kesilim, beatings for the back.

20
1The yayin is a mocker, strong drink a brawler;
and whosoever is seduced to be led astray thereby is not wise.
2The wrath of a melech is as the roaring of a lion;
he who provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own nefesh.
3 It is kavod for an ish to cease from strife,
but any fool can start a quarrel.
4The atzel (sluggard, lazy one)will not plow by reason of choref (winter, cold);
therefore shall he beg at katzir (harvest), and have nothing.
5Etzah (purpose)* in the lev ish is like deepmayim,
but an ish tevunahwill draw it out.
6Rav adamwill proclaim every one his own chesed,
but an ish emunim (faithful man, loyal man)who can find one?
7The tzaddik walketh in his tohm (integrity, guilelessness);
his banim after him are blessed.
8Amelech that sitteth in the kisse din (throne of judgment)
winnows out all rah with his eynayim.
9Who can say, I havemademy lev pure,
I am tahor frommy chattat?
10Differing weights, and differingmeasures,
both of them are alike to'evah to HASHEM.
11Even a na'ar (child) is known by his ways,
whether his conduct be pure, and whether it be yashar (right).
12The hearing ozen, and the seeing ayin,
HASHEM hathmade even both of them.
13Love not sheynah (sleep), lest thou come to poverty;
open thine eynayim, and thou shalt have enough lechem.
14 It is good for nothing, it is naught, saith the koneh (buyer),
but when he is gone his way, then he boasteth.
15There is zahav, and amultitude of rubies,

* 20:5 See Yn 2:24-25
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but the sfatayim (lips) of da'as are a precious jewel.
16Take his garment that is guaranty for a zar (stranger),
and hold it as his pledge for a nokhriyah (foreignwoman, strangewoman, seductress).
17Lechem from sheker (deceit) is sweet to an ish,
but afterwards his peh (mouth) shall be filled with gravel.
18Every plan is established by etzah,
and with tachbulot (guidance)wagemilchamah.
19He that goeth about as a rakhil (gossip, slanderer, talebearer) revealeth secrets;
therefore associate not with the babbler.
20Hewho curseth aviv or immo,
his ner (lamp) shall be put out in deep choshech.
21A nachalah (inheritance)may be gotten hastily at the rishonah (beginning);
but the acharit (latter end) thereof shall not have a bracha.
22 Say not thou, I will pay back rah;
but wait on HASHEM, and He shall save thee.
23Differing weights are a to'evah unto HASHEM,
and scales of mirmah (deceit) are not tov.
24The steps of a gever are fromHASHEM;
how can an adam then understand his own derech (way, lifeʼs course)?
25 It is a mokesh adam to devote rashly as kodesh,
and after nedarim (vows) to reconsider his consecration.
26Amelech chachamwinnows out the resha'im
and bringeth the ofan (threshingwheel) over them.
27The neshamah of adam is the ner (light) of HASHEM,
searching all the innermost beten.
28Chesed and emes guard theMelech,
and his kisse is upheld by chesed.
29The tiferet (glory) of bochurim is their ko'ach (strength),
and the hadar (splendor) of zekenim is the silvery head.
30Blows that wound cleanseth away rah;
so do beatings the innermost beten.

21
1The levmelech is in the yad HASHEM, as the channels of mayim;
He directeth it wherever He will.
2Every derech ish is yashar (right) in his own eynayim,
but HASHEMweigheth the hearts.
3To do tzedakah andmishpat
is more acceptable to HASHEM than zevach.
4A high and haughty eye,
and a proud levner resha'im (the lamp of the wicked ones)— are chattat (sin).
5The plans of the kharutz (diligent) lead surely to profit;
but of every one that is hasty surely to machsor (poverty, want).
6The getting of otzarot by a lashon sheker
is hevel (vain, empty, meaningless) and fleeting
for them that seekmavet.
7The violence of the resha'im shall drag them away;
because they refuse to domishpat (justice).
8The derech of the guilty ish is hafachpach (crooked, tortuous),
but as for the pure, his conduct is yashar (right).
9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the gag (roof),
than with a quarrelsome isha in a shared bais.
10The nefesh of the rashah desireth rah;
his re'a findeth nomercy in his eynayim.
11When the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise,
and when insight is disclosed to the chacham, he receiveth da'as.
12The tzaddik (righteous one)wisely considereth the bais of the rashah,
and hurleth the resha'im to rah.
13Hewho stoppeth his ozen at the cry of the dal (poor),
he also shall cry out himself, but shall not be heard.
14Amattan (gift) in secret pacifieth af (anger),
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and a shochad (bribe) in the kheyk (bosom),* strong wrath.
15 It is simchah to the tzaddik to domishpat,
but terror for the po'alei aven (workers of iniquity).
16The adam that wandereth astray from the derech haseichel (road of understanding)
shall rest in the kahal of the refa'im (congregation of the dead).
17 The ohev simchah (lover of pleasure) shall be an ish machsor (man of poverty, want,

shortage);
he that loveth yayin and shemen shall not be rich.
18The reshah shall be a kofer (ransom) for the tzaddik,
and the boged (the unfaithful) for the yesharim.
19 It is better to dwell in eretz midbar,
than with a quarrelsome and an angry isha.
20There is otzar to be desired and shemen in the naveh (dwelling) of the chacham;
but a kesil adam squanders it.
21He that pursueth tzedakah and chesed
findeth chayyim, tzedakah, and kavod.
22A chacham scaleth the city of the gibborim (mighty ones),
and casteth down the trusted stronghold thereof.
23Hewho is shomer over his peh (mouth) and his lashon (tongue)
is shomer over his nefesh from tzoros.
24Proud and haughty scoffer is shmo,
who acteth in superfluity of zadon (pride).
25The ta'avah (desire, craving) of the atzel (sluggard, lazy one) killeth him,
for his yadayim refuse to work.
26He craveth greedily kol hayom,
but the tzaddik giveth and spareth not.
27The zevach of the resha'im is to'evah (detestable, abomination);
howmuchmore, when he bringeth it with zimmah (evil intent).
28An ed kezavim (lyingwitness) shall perish,
but the ish that heareth [emes] speaketh lanetzach (unto eternity).
29An ish rasha defiantly hardeneth his face,
but as for the yashar (upright) hemaketh his derech (road) sure.
30There is no chochmah nor tevunah (understanding)
nor etzah against HASHEM.
31The sus is prepared against the yommilchamah,
but teshuah (victory, deliverance) is fromHASHEM.

22
1A shem tov is rather to be desired than osher rav,
and chen (grace) rather than kesef and zahav.
2The oisher (richman) and the rahsh (pauper) have this in common:
HASHEM is the Oseh (Maker) of them all.
3A prudent man foreseeth the ra'ah, and hideth himself,
but the naïve trudge on, and are punished.
4By anavah (humility) and the Yirat HASHEM
are osher, and kavod, and chayyim.
5Thorns and pachim (snares) are in the derech of the crooked;
he that is shomer over his nefesh shall be far from them.
6Train up a na'ar in the derech (road) he should go,
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
7The oisher ruleth over the rahshim (paupers),
and the loveh (borrower, debtor) is eved (slave) to the ishmalveh (lender).
8He that soweth iniquity shall reap aven (iniquity),
and the shevet (rod) of his wrath shall disappear.
9He that hath a tov ayin (generous eye) shall have a bracha;
for he giveth of his lechem to the dal (poor).
10Cast out the scoffer, and contention shall leave;
indeed, strife and kalon (shame) shall cease.
11He that loveth tahor lev (a pure heart),
for the chen (grace) on his sfatayim (lips) the Melech shall be his re'a (friend).

* 21:14 i.e., a concealed bribe



MISHLE 22:12 696 MISHLE 23:10

12The eynayim of HASHEM preserve da'as,
and He overthroweth the devarim of the boged (unfaithful, treacherous, traitor).
13The atzel (sluggard, lazy one) saith, There is an ari (lion) outside;
I shall be murdered in the streets.
14The peh (mouth) of zarot (strangewomen) is a deep pit;
he that is under the wrath of HASHEM shall fall therein.
15Folly is bound in the lev na'ar,
but the shevet musar (rod of correction) shall drive it far from him.
16He that oppresseth the dal (poor) in order to increase,
and he that giveth to the oisher, shall surely come tomachsor (poverty, want).
17Bow down thine ozen, and hear the devarim of chachamim,
and apply thine lev (mind, heart) untomy da'as.
18For it is a pleasant thing if thou be shomer over themwithin thee;
they shall therewith abide ready upon thy sfatayim (lips).
19That thy trust may be in HASHEM,
I havemade thee know this yom, even thee!
20Have not I written to thee shloshim (thirty sayings)
in mo'etzot (counsels) and da'as,
21That I might make thee know the certain truth of the words of emes;
that thoumightest bring back words of emes to them that send thee?
22Exploit not the dal (poor), because he is dal (poor);
neither oppress the oni (afflicted) in the sha'ar,
23For HASHEMwill plead their cause,
and plunder the nefesh of those that plundered them.
24Make no friendship with a ba'al af (angryman),
and with an ish chemot (man of wrath) thou shalt not go,
25Lest thou learn his orkhot (ways),
and take amokesh (snare) for thy nefesh.
26Be not thou one of them that shake hands in a pledge,
or of them that are collateral for masha'ot (debts, loans).
27 If thou hast nothing with which to pay,
why should he take away thymishkav (bed) from under thee?
28Remove not the gevul olam (ancient landmark),
which avoteicha have set.
29 Seest thou an ishmahir (diligent, one who excells) in his work?
He shall stand before melachim;
he shall not stand before obscuremen.

23
1When thou sittest to dine with amoshel (ruler),
consider diligently what is before thee,
2And put a sakin (knife) to thy throat,
if thou be a ba'al nefesh (man given to gluttony).
3Be not desirous of his delicacies,
for they are lechem kezavim (deceitful food).
4Overwork not to get rich;
cease from thine own binah (understanding).
5Wilt thou let thine eynayim fly after that which is not?
For such [wealth] certainly sprouts kenafayim (wings);
they fly away as a nesher (eagle) toward Shomayim.
6Eat thou not the lechem of him that hath a rah ayin (evil eye),*
neither desire thou his delicacies;
7For as he reckoneth in his nefesh, so is he.
Eat and drink! saith he to thee,
but his lev is not with thee.
8Themorsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up,
and lose thy pleasant devarim.
9 Speak not in the oznayim of a kesil (fool),
for he will despise the seichel of thy words.
10Remove not the gevul olam (ancient landmark);
and enter not into the sadot of the yetomim (fatherless ones, orphans),

* 23:6 i.e., a miser
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11For their Go'el is chazak (strong);
He shall plead their cause against thee.
12Apply thine lev untomusar,
and thine oznayim to the words of da'as.
13Withhold not musar (correction) from the na'ar (child),
for if thou spank himwith the shevet, he shall not die.
14Thou shalt spank himwith the shevet,
and shalt save his nefesh from Sheol.

15Beni (my son), if thine lev be chacham,
my own lev shall have simchah.
16 Indeed, my inmost being shall rejoice,
when thy sfatayim (lips) speakmeisharim (upright things).
17Let not thine lev envy chatta'im,
but be thou in the Yirat HASHEM kol hayom.
18For surely there is an acharit (latter end, future),
and thine tikvah shall not be cut off.

19Hear thou, beni (my son), and be chacham,
and guide thine lev straight on the derech.
20Be not among yayin gluttons;
among gluttonous eaters of basar,
21For the drunkard and the zolel (glutton) shall come to poverty,
and drowsiness shall clothe with rags.

22Pay heed unto avicha that fathered thee,
and despise not immecha when she is old.
23Buy emes, and sell it not;
also chochmah, andmusar, and binah (understanding).
24Avi tzaddik (the father of a righteous one) shall greatly rejoice,
and he that fathereth a chacham shall have simchah in him.
25Avicha and immecha shall be glad,
and she that bore thee shall rejoice.

26Beni (my son), give me thine lev,
and let thine eynayim delight in my drakhim.
27For a zonah is a deep pit,
and a nokhriyah (strange woman, foreign woman, seductress, unfaithful wife) is a narrow

well.
28 She also lieth in wait like a road bandit,
and increaseth the bogedim (unfaithful) among adam (mankind).

29Who hath oy (woe)? Who hath sorrow?
Who hath strifes? Who hath complaint?
Who hath needless wounds?
Who hath bloodshot eynayim?
30They that tarry long at the yayin,
they that turn in to sample mixed wine.
31 Stare not thou into the yayin when it is red,
when it sparkles in the kos (cup),
when it goeth down smoothly.
32At the acharit (latter end, future) it biteth like a nachash,
and stingeth with venomous poisons like a viper.
33Thine eynayim shall behold zarot (strangewomen),
and thine lev shall utter perverse things.
34 Indeed, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the lev yam (heart of the sea),
or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.
35They have strickenme, shalt thou say, and I was not hurt;
they have beatenme, and I felt it not.
Mosai (when) shall I awake?
I will seek yet another drink.
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24
1Be not thou envious of anshei ra'ah,
neither desire to be with them.
2For their lev plotteth violence,
and their sfatayim (lips) talk of amal (trouble).
3Through chochmah is a bais built,
and by tevunah (understanding) it is established.
4And by da'as shall the chadarim (chambers, rooms) be filled
with all precious and pleasant hon (riches, wealth).
5A gever chacham is strong;
indeed, an ish da'as (man of knowledge) increaseth ko'ach.
6For by tachbulot (guidance) thou shalt wage thymilchamah (war),
and in amultitude of yo'etz (counselors) there is teshu'ah (victory, safety).
7Chochmah is too lofty for a fool;
he openeth not his peh (mouth) at the sha'ar.
8He that plotteth to do evil shall be called
a ba'al mezimmot (master of schemes).
9The scheme of folly is chattat (sin),
and the scoffer is a to'evah to adam (man).
10 If thou faint in the yom tzarah,
thy strength is small.
11 Save those who are drawn away towardmavet,
and hold back those stumbling toward slaughter.
12 If thou sayest, See, we knew it not,
doth not He that weigheth the levavot consider it?
And He that is guard over thy nefesh, doth not He know it?
And shall not He render to every adam according to his works?
13Beni (my son), eat thou devash, because it is tov;
and the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste;
14 So shall the knowledge of chochmah be unto thy nefesh;
when thou hast found it, then there shall be an acharit (latter end, future),
and thy tikvah (hope) shall not be cut off.
15Lay not in wait, O rasha, against the naveh (dwelling) of the tzaddik;
assault not his resting place;
16For a tzaddik falleth sheva (seven times), and riseth up again,
but the resha'im are overthrown in ra'ah.
17Gloat not when thine oyev falleth,
and let not thine lev rejoice when he stumbleth,
18Lest HASHEM see it, and it is rah in His eyes,
and He turn away His wrath from him.
19Fret not thyself because of ra'im,
neither be thou envious of the resha'im,
20For there shall be no acharit (latter end, future) to the rah;
the ner (light) of the resha'im shall be put out.
21Beni (my son), fear thou HASHEM and theMelech,
and do not associate with them that are otherwise disposed.
22For their calamity shall arise suddenly;
and who hath da'as of ruin those two* can bring?
23These things also belong to chachamim:

it is not tov to show partiality in mishpat.
24He that saith unto the rashah, Thou are tzaddik,
him shall the people curse, nations shall detest him;

* 24:22 i.e., HASHEM and theMelech
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25But to them that rebuke the wicked, it is well,
and birkat tov shall come upon them.
26He that giveth an answer that is nakhon (right, correct),
giveth a kiss on the sfatayim.
27 Set in order thy outside work,
andmake ready for thyself in the sadeh;
then afterwards build thine bais.
28Be not an ed (witness) against thy re'a without cause,
and deceive not with thy sfatayim (lips).
29 Say not,
I will do so to him as he hath done to me,
I will render to the ish according to his work.
30 I went by the sadeh of the ish atzel (sluggard, lazy one),
and went past the kerem (vineyard) of the adam chasar lev (theman void of lev ),†
31And, hinei, it was all grown over with thorns,
and charullim (nettles) had covered the surface thereof,
and the stone wall thereof was broken down.
32Then I saw, and considered it well in my lev;
I looked upon it, and receivedmusar.
33Yet a little shenot (slumber), a little sleep,
a little folding of the yadayim to rest;
34 So shall thy poverty come like a prowler;
and thy want like an ishmogen (armedwarrior).

25
1These are also mishlei Sh'lomo,
which the anashim of ChizkiyahMelech Yehudah
copied out:
2 It is the Kavod Elohim to conceal a thing,
but the kavodmelachim is to search out a matter.
3The Shomayim for height, and Eretz for depth,
so the levmelachim is unsearchable.
4Take away the dross from the kesef,
and there shall come forth a vessel for the tzoref (silversmith);
5Take away the rasha from before Melech,
and his kisse shall be established in tzedek.
6Do not exalt thyself in the presence of Melech,
and stand not in themakom (place) of gedolim;
7For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come up here,
than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the noble
whom thine eynayim have seen.
8Go not forth hastily to bring a lawsuit,
lest thou know not what to do in the acharit thereof,
when thy re'a hath put thee to shame.
9Plead thy cause with thy re'a himself;
and betray not a sod (confidence) to another,
10Lest he that heareth it put thee to shame,
and the evil report of thee never depart.
11Aword aptly spoken is like
tapukhim (apples) of zahav in settings of kesef.
12As a nezem (earring) of zahav, and an ornament of fine gold,
so is a mochi'ach chacham (a wise reprover) upon an obedient ozen.
13As the cold of sheleg (snow) in the yom katzir (day of harvest),
so is a tzir ne'eman (faithful envoy) to them that send him;
† 24:30 of understanding
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for he refresheth the nefesh of his adonim.
14Hewho boasteth falsely of giving
is like clouds and ruach (wind)without geshem (rain).
15By forbearance is a katzin (ruler) persuaded,
and a gentle lashon breaketh the bone.
16Hast thou found devash? Eat only as much as is sufficient for thee,
lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it out.
17Let thy regel (foot) seldom be in thy neighborʼs bais;
lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.
18An ish that beareth ed sheker (false witness) against his re'a
is a club, and a cherev, and a sharp khetz (arrow).
19Confidence in a boged in the yom tzarah
is like a shen ra'ah (bad tooth), and a regel out of joint.
20As he that taketh away a beged (garment) on a cold day,
and as chometz (vinegar) upon lye,
so is he that singeth shirim (songs)
to a lev rah (heavy heart).*
21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him lechem to eat,
and if he be thirsty, give himmayim to drink;
22For so shalt thou heap hot coals upon his rosh,
and HASHEM shall reward thee.
23The ruach tzafon (north wind) brings forth geshem;
so doth a lashon seter (backbiting tongue) bring an angry countenance.
24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the gag (roof),
than in a bais shared with a quarrelsome isha.
25As coldmayim to a weary nefesh,
so is good news from a far country.
26A tzaddik who falters before the rasha is like amuddy spring,
and a pollutedmakor (fountain).
27 It is not tov to eat much devash;
so for men to seek their own kavod is not glory.
28He that hath no rule over his own ruach
is like an ir that is broken down, and without a chomah (wall).

26
1As sheleg (snow) in kayitz (summer), and as matar (rain) at katzir (harvest),
so kavod is not fitting for a kesil (fool).
2As the tzippor in its fluttering, as the swallow in its flying,
so the kelelah (curse)without cause shall not alight.
3A shot (whip) for the sus, a bridle for the chamor,
and a shevet for the back of kesilim.
4Answer not a kesil (fool) according to his folly,
lest thou also be like unto him.
5Answer a kesil (fool) according to his folly,
lest he be chacham in his own eyes.
6He that sendeth amessage by the yad of a kesil (fool)
cutteth off the raglayim, and drinketh chamas.
7The legs of the pisei'ach (lameman) hang limp;
so is a mashal in the peh (mouth) of kesilim.
8As he that bindeth an even (stone) in a sling,
so is he that giveth kavod to a kesil (fool).
9As a thornbush goeth up into the yad of a shikkor,
so is a mashal in the peh (mouth) of kesilim.
10Like an archer wounding all,
so is he that hireth the kesil (fool), or hireth the passerby.
11As a kelev returneth to his vomit,
so a kesil (fool) returneth to his folly.
12 Seest thou an ish chacham in his own eyes?
There is more tikvah (hope) for a kesil (fool) than for him.
13The atzel (sluggard, lazy one) saith, There is a lion in the derech;

* 25:20 i.e., depressed person
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an ari is in the rechovot.
14As the delet (door) turneth upon its hinges,
so doth the atzel (sluggard, lazy one) upon his mittah (bed).
15The atzel (sluggard, lazy one) hideth his yad in his dish;
itʼs too tiring to bring it back to his peh (mouth) again.
16The atzel (sluggard, lazy one) is chacham in his own eyes,
more than seven that give an excellent answer.
17He that passeth by, andmeddleth in a quarrel that doth not belong to him,
is like one that taketh a kelev by the oznayim.
18As amadmanwho shooteth
firebrands, khitzim (arrows), andmavet,
19 So is the ish that deceiveth his re'a,
and saith, Am I not just having a laugh?
20Where no wood is, there the eish goeth out;
so where there is no nirgan (gossip, slanderer, talebearer), the strife dieth down.
21As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to eish;
so is a contentious ish to kindle strife.
22The devarim of a nirgan (gossip, slanderer, talebearer) are like tasty morsels,
and they go down into the innermost chambers of the beten.
23Fervent sfatayim (lips) and a lev rah
are like earthenware covered with silver dross.
24He that hateth disguises it with his sfatayim (lips),
and within harborethmirmah (deceit);
25When he speaketh fair, believe him not;
for there are sheva to'avot in his lev.
26Whose hatred is covered by guile,
yet his wickedness shall be exposed before the whole kahal.
27Hewho diggeth a shachat (pit) shall fall therein,
and he that rolleth an even (stone),
it will roll back upon him.
28A lashon sheker hateth those that are crushed by it;
and a flattering peh (mouth)worketh ruin.

27
1Boast not thyself of yommakhar (tomorrow),
for thou hast no da'as of what a yommay bring forth.
2Let another praise thee, and not thine own peh (mouth);
a nokhri (stranger), and not thine own sfatayim (lips).
3An even (stone) is heavy, and the chol (sand)weighty;
but a foolʼs wrath is heavier than them both.
4Chemah (anger) is cruel, and fury is a torrent,
but who is able to stand before kinah (jealousy, envy)?
5Open tovah tokhakhat (good, constructive reproof)
is better than secret ahavah.
6Ne'emanim (faithful) are the wounds of an ohev (friend);
but deceitful the neshikot (kisses) of an enemy.
7The full nefesh trampleth a honeycomb,
but to the hungry nefesh everymar (bitter thing) is sweet.
8As a tzippor that wandereth from her ken (nest),
so is an ish that wandereth from his makom (place, home).
9 Shemen and ketoret rejoice the lev;
so doth the sweet discourse of a re'a (friend) froman atzat nefesh (a counselling of the soul).
10Thine own re'a (friend),
and the re'a avicha, forsake not;
neither go into thy brotherʼs bais in the yom of thy calamity;
for better is a shakhen (neighbor) that is near than a brother far off.
11Beni (my son), be chacham, andmakemy lev glad,
that I may answermy accusers.
12A prudent man foreseeth ra'ah, and hideth himself;
but the naïve ones trudge on, and are punished.
13Take his beged (garment) that is collateral for a zar;
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seize the pledge given for surety for a nokhriyah (strange woman, foreign woman, seduc-
tress).

14He that maketh a bracha on his re'a (friend)
with a kol gadol (loud voice), rising early in the boker,
it shall be counted a kelalah to him.
15A continual dripping in a very rainy day
and a quarrelsome isha are alike;
16To restrain her is like restraining the ruach (wind),
and like grasping shemen in the right hand.
17Barzel (iron) sharpeneth barzel (iron);
so one ish sharpeneth another.
18Hewho is guard over the te'enah (fig tree) shall eat the p'ri (fruit) thereof,
so he that is shomer over his adon shall be honored.
19Asmayim reflecteth the face,
so one lev ha'adam reflects another.
20 Sheol and Avaddon are never full;
so the eynayim of adam are never satisfied.
21As the crucible is for kesef, and the furnace for zahav;
so is an ish tested by the praise he receives.
22Though thou shouldest grind a fool
in themakhtesh (mortar) among grain with the pestle,
yet will not his folly be removed from him.
23Be thou diligent to know the condition of thy tzon,
and look well to thy adarim (flocks).
24For riches are not l'olam (forever);
and doth the nezer (crown) endure dor vador?
25The hay is removed, and the deshe (tender grass) showeth itself,
and herbs of the harim are gathered,
26The kevasim (lambs) are for thy clothing,
and the goats are the purchase price of the sadeh.
27And thou shalt have cholov of izzim (goats) enough for thy lechem,
for the lechem of thy bais,
and for the nourishment of thy na'arot (servant girls).

28
1The rasha flee when none pursueth;
but the tzaddikim are bold as a lion.
2For the peysha eretz (land in rebellion)many are the sarim (rulers) thereof,
but by an adammeiven yodei'a (aman of wisdom and knowledge)
shall be lasting order.
3A gever rahsh (poorman) that oppresseth the dalim (poor ones)
is like a sweepingmatar (rain)which leaveth no lechem (food, crop).
4They that forsake the torah praise the rasha,
but such as be shomer over the torah contend against them.
5Anshei rah understand not mishpat,
but they that seek HASHEM understand all things.
6Better is the rahsh (poor) that walketh in his integrity,
than he that is perverse in his drakhim (ways), though he be rich.
7Hewho keepeth torah is a benmeiven,
but he that is a companion of zolelim (gluttons) shameth aviv.
8He that by neshekh (interest) and increase increaseth his substance,
he shall gather it for him that will pity the dalim (poor ones).
9He that turneth away his ozen frommishmo'a torah (heeding torah),
even his tefillah (prayer) shall be to'evah (abomination).
10Hewho causeth the yesharim (upright ones) to go astray in a derech rah,
he shall fall himself into his own trap,
but the blameless ones shall inherit tov.
11The ish oisher is chacham in his own eyes,
but the dal meiven (poormanwith understanding) searcheth him out.
12When tzaddikim do triumph, there is rabbah tiferet (great glory),
but when the resha'im rise, the people go into hiding.
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13He that covereth his peysha'im (sins) shall not prosper,
but he who confesseth and forsaketh them
shall findmercy.
14Ashrei adam that is reverent always,
but he that hardeneth his lev shall fall into ra'ah.
15As a roaring ari, and a charging dov (bear),
so is a wickedmoshel (ruler) over the am dal (poor people).
16The nagid (ruler) lacking tevunot (understanding) is also a great oppressor,
but he that hateth betza (ill-gotten gain) shall prolong his yamim (days).
17 If an adam is burdened with dahm (blood, murder) of any nefesh,
let him be a fugitive ad bor (till the pit, death);
let no ish help him.
18Hewhowalketh tamim (blamelessly) shall be saved,
but he that is perverse in his drakhim shall fall suddenly.
19He that tilleth his adamah shall have plenty of lechem,
but he that chaseth after empty things shall have poverty enough.
20An ish emunot (faithful man, loyal man) shall aboundwith birkhot,
but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not go unpunished.
21To show partiality is not tov;
for a piece of lechem that gever will transgress.
22He that hasteth to be rich hath a rah ayin,
and considereth not that want shall come upon him.
23He that rebuketh an adam afterwards shall findmore chen
(favor) than he that flattereth with the lashon.
24Hewho robbeth aviv or immo,
and saith, It is no peysha (transgression),
the same is the chaver (fellow, companion) of an ishmashchit (man of destruction).
25The covetous stirreth up strife,
but he that putteth his trust in HASHEM shall be prospered.
26He that trusteth in his own lev is a kesil (fool),
but he whowalketh in chochmah, he shall be delivered.
27He that giveth unto the rahsh (poor) shall not lack,
but he that hideth his eynayimmeetethmany curses.
28When the resha'im rise, adam hide themselves,
but when they perish, the tzaddikim increase.

29
1He, that being often reproved, stiffeneth his neck,
shall suddenly be destroyed,
and that without marpeh (remedy).
2When the tzaddikim are increased, the people rejoice,
but when the rasha beareth rule, the people groan.
3Hewho loveth chochmah rejoiceth aviv,
but he that keepeth company with zonot squanders his hon (substance, wealth).
4Melech bymishpat establisheth eretz,
but an ish terumot (aman of bribes) bringeth it down.
5A gever that flattereth his neighbor
spreadeth a reshet (net) for his feet.
6By peysha (transgression) an ish rah is snared,
but the tzaddik doth sing and have simchah.
7The tzaddik considereth the cause of the dalim,
but the rasha (wicked) doeth not understand such da'as (knowledge).
8 Scornful men enflame a city,
but chachamim turn away af (wrath).
9 If an ish chacham has to contend with a fool,
he* rageth or laugheth, and hath no rest.
10The anshei damim hate the blameless,
but the yesharim seek his nefesh (soul, i.e., well-being).†
11A kesil (fool) uttereth all his wrath,
but a chacham keepeth it back quietly.

* 29:9 the fool † 29:10 i.e., his soulʼs well-being
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12 If a moshel pays heed to davar sheker,
all his mesharetim (officials, ministers) are resha'im.
13The rahsh (pauper) and the oppressor have this in common:
HASHEM enlighteneth both their eynayim.
14 If Melech shofet be'emes (judges in truth) the dalim,
his kisse shall be established forever.
15The shevet (rod) and tokhakhat (reproof) give chochmah,
but a na'ar (child) left to himself bringeth immo to shame.
16When the resha'im aremultiplied, peysha (transgression) increaseth,
but the tzaddikim shall see their downfall.
17Correct binecha, and he shall give thee rest;
indeed, he shall give delight unto thy nefesh.
18Where there is no chazon (prophetic vision), the people cast off restaint,‡
but he that is shomer over the torah, happy is he.
19An eved will not be corrected by devarim,
for though he understand he will not answer.
20 Seest thou an ish that is hasty in his devarim?
There is more tikvah for a kesil (fool) than for him.
21He that pampers his eved from youth up
shall have him as his ben at the acharit (end).
22An ish af (angryman) stirreth up strife,
and a ba'al chemah (ill-temperedman) aboundeth in peysha (transgression).
23Ga'avat adam (pride of man) shall bring him low,
but the humble in ruach shall attain kavod.
24Hewho is partner with a ganav hateth his own nefesh;
he heareth the curse of the victim but discloses nothing.
25The fear of adam bringeth amokesh (snare),
but he who putteth his trust in HASHEM shall be secure.
26Many seek themoshelʼs favor,
but mishpat ish cometh fromHASHEM.
27An unjust man is a to'evah to the tzaddikim,
and he that is yeshar derech (upright in the way) is to'evah to the rasha.

30
1The devarim of Agur Ben Yakeh, even themassa; the gever (man) spoke unto Itiel, even

unto Itiel and Ukhal:
2 Surely I ammore stupid than any ish,
and have not the binat adam.
3 I neither learned chochmah,
nor have the da'as of the Kedoshim.
4Who hath ascended into Shomayim, or descended?
Who hath gathered ruach in the hollows of His hands?
Who hath bound themayim in a cloak?
Who hath established all the afsei aretz (ends of the earth)?
What is Shmo (His Name),
and what is Shem Bno (the Name of His Son ),*
if thou canst tell?
5Every word of G-d is flawless;
He is a mogen unto them that take refuge in Him.
6Add thou not unto His devarim,
lest He rebuke thee, and thou be found a kazav (liar).
7Two things have I required of thee;
denyme them not before mymot;
8Remove far fromme shav (vanity, falsehood) and davar kazav (word of a liar);
give me neither poverty nor osher;
feedme lechem chukki (my daily bread);
9Lest I be full, and deny Thee,

‡ 29:18 i.e., perish ungovernable * 30:4 SeeMemra, creativeWord of G-d in Targumim
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and say, Who is HASHEM?
Or lest I be poor, and become a ganav,
and profane the Shem of Elohai.
10Do not slander an eved unto his adon,
lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty.
11There is a dor (generation) that curseth its av,
and doth not make a bracha on its em.
12There is a dor (generation) that is tahor (pure) in its own eynayim,
and yet is not washed from its filthiness.
13There is a dor (generation), O how haughty in loftiness are their eynayim!
And their eyelids are proudly lifted up.
14There is a dor (generation), whose teeth are as charavot (swords),
and their jaw teeth are as knives,
to devour the aniyim (oppressed poor ones) from off ha'aretz,
and the evyonim (needy ones) from among adam.
15The leech hath two banot: Give! Give!
There are shalosh (three) that are never satisfied,
indeed, four things never say, Enough!
16 Sheol, and the barren womb;
eretz that is never satisfied withmayim;
and eish that saith not, Enough!
17The ayin (eye) that mocketh at av,
and scorneth to obey em,
the ravens of the valley shall peck it out,
and the bnei nesher shall eat it.
18There are shalosh which are too wonderful for me,
indeed, four which I understand not;
19The derech hanesher (way of the eagle) in the sky;
the derech nachash upon a tzur (rock);
the derech oniyah (way of a sailing vessel) in themidst of the yam (sea);
and the derech gever (way of aman)with an almah (unmarried young virgin).†

20 Such is the derech ishamena'efet (way of an adulterouswoman):
she eateth, and wipeth her peh (mouth),
and saith, I have done no wrong.
21For shalosh the eretz is disquieted,
and for four which it cannot bear:
22For an eved (slave)when he reigneth;
and a naval (fool)when he is full with lechem;
23For an unloved womanwhen she is married;
and a shifchah that displaces her gevirah (lady, mistress).
24There are four things which are little upon eretz,
but they are exceeding chachamim:
25The nemalim (ants) are an am (people) not strong,
yet they store up their lechem in the kayitz (summer);
26The badgers are but a feeble folk,
yet theymake their bais in the rocks;
27The arbeh (locusts) have nomelech,
yet they go forth all of them in ranks;
28The lizard can be held in the hands,
yet is in heikhelot (palaces) of a melech.
29There are shloshah which aremajestic in stride,
indeed, four are stately in walk:
30A lion which is gibbor among behemah (beasts),

† 30:19 See Gn 24:16,43,63-65



MISHLE 30:31 706 MISHLE 31:23

and retreateth not from any;
31The strutting rooster; the he-goat also;
and amelech, when his army is with him.
32 If thou hast done foolishly in exalting thyself,
or if thou hast devised rah, lay thine yad upon thy peh.
33 Surely the churning of cholov (milk) bringeth forth khemah (butter),
and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth dahm;
so the stirring up of anger bringeth forth strife.

31
1The devarim of Lemuel Melech,
the massa (burden, oracle) that immo taught him.

2What, my bar (son)?* Andwhat, the bar of mywomb?
Andwhat, the bar of my nedarim (vows)?
3Give not thy strength unto nashim,
nor thy drakhim to that which destroyethmelachim.
4 It is not for melachim, O Lemuel,
it is not for melachim to drink yayin;
nor for rulers to crave strong drink;
5Lest they drink, and forget the decree,
and pervert the justice of the bnei oni (all the oppressed afflicted people).
6Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish,
and yayin unto those that be of bitter nefesh.
7Let him drink, and forget his poverty,
and remember his amal (misery) nomore.
8Open thy peh (mouth) for the illem (mute)
in the cause of all such as are bnei chalof (sons of destitution).
9Open thy peh (mouth), judge tzedek,
and plead the cause of the oni and the evyon.
10Who can find an aishes chayil (a woman of valor, an excellent wife)?†
For her worth is far above rubies.
11The lev of her ba'al (husband) doth securely trust in her,
so that he shall have no lack of gain.
12 She will do him tov and not rah
all the days of her life.
13 She seeketh tzemer (wool), and flax,
and worketh willingly with her palms.
14 She is like the oniyyot socher (shipmerchant);
she bringeth her lechem from afar.
15 She riseth also while it is yet lailah,
and provideth food to her bais,
and a chok (portion) to her na'arot (servant girls).
16 She considereth a sadeh, and buyeth it;
with the fruit of her palms she planteth a kerem (vineyard).
17 She girdeth her loins with strength,
and strengtheneth her zero'ot (arms).
18 She perceiveth that her merchandise is tov;
her ner (light) goeth not out balailah.
19 She layeth her yadayim to the distaff,
and her fingers lay hold of the spindle.
20 She extends her palms to the oni;
indeed, she reacheth forth her yadayim to the evyon (needy).
21 She is not afraid of the sheleg (snow) for her bais;
for all her bais are clothed with scarlet.
22 Shemaketh herself coverings of tapestry;
her levush (clothing) is fine linen and purple.
23Her ba'al (husband) is known in the she'arim,
when he sitteth among the ziknei eretz.

* 31:2 See Ps 2:12 † 31:10 Prov 12:4
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24 Shemaketh fine garments, and selleth them;
and delivereth sashes unto the kena'ani (merchant).
25Oz (strength) and hadar (dignity) are her clothing;
and her smile is toward the yom acharon (coming day, future).
26 She openeth her peh (mouth)with chochmah;
and on her lashon is the torat chesed (teaching of kindness).
27 She watcheth well over the halichot (goings, ways) of her bais (household),
and eateth not the lechem atzlut (bread of idleness).
28Her banim rise up, and call her blessed;
her ba'al (husband) also, and he praiseth her.
29Rabbot banot have done virtuously,
but thou excellest them all.
30Chen (charm) is sheker (deceitful), and yofi (beauty) is fleeting;
but an isha Yirat HASHEM(a G-d fearingwife), she shall be praised.
31Give her of the p'ri (fruit) of her yadayim;
and let her ownma'asim praise her in the she'arim.
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Kohelet
Introduction

The Book of Kohelet shows us that in the gruesome shadow of death, the whole life of
Man is made to seem as so much empty and lonely loitering at the gates of an infinite
abyss. There is a word for this emptiness in Hebrew, the word hevel which means empty,
unsubstantial, a passing elusive vapor. This is what life is without a personal knowledge
of G-d. The author, who calls himself Kohelet “leader of the Assembly,” “Ben DovidMelech
b'Yerushalayim”finds that death has throwna shroud of gloomandmeaninglessness over
every kind of work that man does “under the sun.” G-dʼs work endures (3:14; 7:13), but
manʼs does not. Death sees to that. And therein is the riddle of life. What can dying
man gain from all his work (1:3)? What can mortal man achieve from all his labor, in
view of his rapidly approaching demise (2:22)? There is a time to die (3:2), but death is
lifeʼs biggest riddle. What possible gain can workers have from all their life-long toil (3:9),
since death causes them in the end to toil “for the wind (5:16)?” A generation comes and
goes and expires in death and is forgotten (1:4; 2:16). Death makes all toil “wearisome”
and predictably futile. Also, since everything dies, everything is déja vu (disagreeably
the same). People of long ago and people yet to come will both alike be forgotten and
all their labors will be forgotten because of that great leveler called Death. Death is what
makes life at heart such an unhappy business, and there is nothingman can do about this
crooked state of dying affairs (1:15). So this life in itself is found wanting, and death is
the reason. Many who claim to be Jewish claim that life is wonderful as it is, but these
people are not Biblical Jews, any more than that Jewish man Karl Marx was a Biblical
Jew with all his philosophizing about the workerʼs existence “under the sun.” The French
philosopher Pascal noticed how we habitually block out the thought of our own coming
demise. We do this in order to maintain a fragile sense of mental happiness. Death is
an end too incomprehensibly ominous to contemplate. Yet our thoughts keep returning
to glower at its reality. And though we try to divert ourselves with continuous activity
and company and “unhappy business,”we know that each of usmust ultimately die alone
and see everything we have done unraveled into nothingness. Where can we then find
pleasure in anything we do? What in the world, what under the sun, are dying men to do
with their meaningless lives? The author makes a test of various activities and pursuits:
wisdom, madness, folly, pleasure, laughter, wine, women, song, great building projects,
great “life works,” great acquisitions, possessions, treasure-collecting; and in the end he
finds only emptiness and meaninglessness in all these. Whatever pleasures these things
brought him were fleeting indeed. The more wisdom he acquired, the more sorrow he
became aware of. The more money he acquired, the more vexation came with it. Death
robs all men, because everyone goes to the grave naked and penniless. So what use is
money, in the face of death? And since the sage and the fool must both go to the same all-
consuming grave, what use is wisdom, in the face of death? The author acquired much
wisdom and his wisdom remained with him (2:9), although wisdom can be ephemeral
even in this life, in view of senility and the effects of aging, so grimly portrayed in chapter
12. But sinceman cannot really extend his life or control what happens after his death, all
that his wisdom attains for him may fall into the hands of some foolish oblivion as soon
as he dies, so, in the final analysis, what good is wisdom? The same fate (death) befalls
everyone. Noman has an heir he can really trust, since even oneʼs posterity is also subject
to death, which can, and eventually will, given sufficient time, play havoc with anyoneʼs
legacy. So death destroys lifeʼs meaning. Death makes one hate life (2:17). Death makes
one hate oneʼs work (2:18). Wise men, for all the work of their minds, are no better than
mad men or fools because all alike die. Indeed, man is no better than the beasts who are
also subject to the same fate. Andman is ignorant! Mandoesn't knowwhatG-dhas doneor
will do (3:11). Man doesn't knowwhat will take place after his death. Man doesn't know if
his human spirit awaits a fate different than animal extinction (3:20-22). Man needs G-d to
give him some answers, because if death completely swallows and obliterates man, then
Mankind that G-d created towork and till the ground andhave dominion over the animals
(Gn 1:26; 2:15) is himself no better than an animal. This is the problem. Death. What is
the answer? Is there anything that death cannot obliterate? Yes, the author of Kohelet
says. The work of G-d. It endures and death has no dominion over it (3:14). But what is
the work of G-d? What does G-d do, in the final analysis? G-d judges everyone, and he has
appointed a time to judge the world (3:17). G-d judges the sinner by bringing all things he
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does into judgment (11:9). The sinnerʼs life is dispensed with not as the sinner pleases but
as G-d pleases, and the wages of sin that G-d pleases to dispense is a meaningless death
(2:26). But death cannot obliterate this judgment that G-d metes out. Therein is where
lies the hope of the resurrection from the dead, which this book questions but does not
negate. The author does not merely say, “Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”
In fact he says just theopposite. He says, “I've tried that, and I don't recommend it.” G-dwill
bring everything into judgment (11:9); therefore, fear G-d (5:7). Do not live for this world
because this world in itself is meaningless and empty and fallen and dying. Live for G-d
and enjoy everything that He gives you as a gift fromHim. Otherwise, there is no pleasure
in this life. Death is manʼs lot. To be able to accept this as a fact of life is itself a gift from
G-d. G-d is a mystery and creation was created good but it is now fallen (7:29). Man has
limits to his wisdom. There is no power in man that will save him from the day of death.
All he can say is that death cannot take away the good that the G-d-fearer has. “It will be
well with those who fear G-d, because they stand in fear before Him.” The author seems
to be questioning and looking for something new under the sun (1:9-10), which was what
theMoshiach is when he comes walking out of the tomb in his glorious resurrection body.
Otherwise, “there is noworkor thought or knowledge orwisdom in Sheol (the abode of the
dead), to which you are going” (9:10). The righteous and the wise and their deeds are “in
the hand of G-d”Who endures andWhose judgment not even death can thwart. This is the
assuranceofwisdomthatmakes the resurrectionof thedead thevibranthopeand theonly
answer to the riddle that death poses to the author of this book. Philosophers like David
Humemay say that they are not afraid to die, but put a pistol to their breasts, then threaten
to kill them, and see (with Boswell and Johnson) how the wisest philosopher will behave.
The illusions of genteel philosophywill not help us face the rude indignities of deathwhen
they brutally rap at the door. The problem of evil as it churns bitterly around in ourminds
often tempts us to doubt the existence of G-d, especially a G-d who is safely removed from
both suffering and death and waits austerely in heaven to judge us [but this is not the G-d
of the Bible, the G-d inMoshiach, the G-d who as Immanu-El suffers with us in this world].
But if we think of deathʼs inescapableness, where do we have to go with the guilt of our
moral failures as our years quickly arraign us into the courts of the inevitable graveyard?
Facing the universal evil of the human condition and the absurd, meaningless, sniper fire
of death picking off everyone around us, we begin to feel a deep inner unhappiness and
anxiety. We ask ourselves, what is lurking at the bottom of our fears — is it not the fear of
death? Yet the English philosopher Hobbes once wrote, “G-d, that could give life to a piece
of clay, hath the same power to give life again to a dead man, and renew his inanimate
and rotten carcass into a glorious, spiritual and immortal body.” This very point is what
separates the religion of the Jews from that of Homer, for the Greek g-ds could not revive
the dead. They were not truly omnipotent. But omnipotence is precisely the claim of the
G-d of the Bible, Whose Hebrew prophets even predicted the Moshiachʼs coming victory
over death. The prophets said that the coming Moshiach would be an eternal kohen and
his death would be a momentous “ah-sham” guilt offering for sin (see Ps 110:4; Isa 53:10).
Further, these Hebrew prophets predicted that after the Moshiach offered himself as an
offering for sin he would see the light of resurrection life (see Isa 52:13—53:12 in the Dead
Sea Scrolls).

1Divrei Kohelet, Ben Dovid, Melech in Yerushalayim.

2Hevel havalim, saith Kohelet,
hevel havalim, all is hevel.
3What profit hath aman from all his amal (toil)
which he hath toiled under the shemesh?
4Dor v'dor, generations come and go, passing away;
but ha'aretz remaineth l'olam.
5The shemesh also ariseth, and the shemesh goeth down,
and hasteth to its place, there to arise again.
6The ruach (wind) goeth toward the darom (south),
and turneth about unto the tzafon (north);
it whirleth about continually,
and the ruach returneth again according to its circuits.
7All the nechalim (rivers) run into the yam;
yet the yam is not full;
unto the place fromwhence the nechalim come,
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thither they return to go again.
8All things are wearisome;
no ish can express it;
the ayin is not satisfied with seeing,
nor the ozen full with hearing.
9The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be;
and that which is done is that which shall be done;
and there is nothing chadash under the shemesh.
10 Is there anything whereof it may be said:
See, this is chadash?
L'olamim (ages ago), which were before us,
it hath been already.
11There is no zichron (remembrance) of former things;
neither shall there be
with those who come after any zikaron (recollection)
of things that are to come.

12 I, Kohelet, was Melech over Yisroel in Yerushalayim.
13 And I set my lev to seek and search out by chochmah concerning all things that are

done under Shomayim; what grievous task hath Elohim given to the bnei haAdam to be
afflicted therewith.

14 I have seen all the ma'asim that are done under the shemesh; and, hinei, all is hevel
and chasing after ruach (wind).
15That which is crooked cannot bemade straight;
and chesron (that which is lacking) cannot be numbered.

16 I communed with mine own lev, saying: Hinei, I am come to greatness, even greater
chochmah thanall they thathavebeenbeforemeoverYerushalayim; yea,my levhadgreat
experience of chochmah and da'as.

17And I appliedmy lev to have da'as of chochmah, and to have da'as of holelot (madness)
and sichlut (folly); I perceived that this also is striving after ruach (wind).
18For inmuch chochmah (wisdom) is much ka'as (grief, vexation);
and he that increaseth da'as increasethmach'ov (sorrow).

2
1 I said in mine lev, Come now, I will test thee with simchah, therefore enjoy tov; and,

hinei, this also is hevel.
2 I said of laughter, It is mad; and of simchah,What doeth it accomplish?
3 I searched in mine lev to draw my basar on with yayin, my mind guiding me with

chochmah; and to lay hold on sichlut (folly), till I might seewhat was tov for bnei haAdam,
which they should do under Shomayim all the few days of their life.

4 Iundertookmegreatworks; Ibuiltmebatim (houses); I plantedmekramim (vineyards);
5 I mademe ganot (gardens) and parks, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them;
6 I made me reservoirs of mayim, to water therewith the forest of trees tzomeiach

(sprouting up);
7 I bought me avadim and shfakhot, and had bnei bayit (avadim born in my bais); also I

had great possessions of herds and tzon more than all that were in Yerushalayim before
me;

8 I amassed for me also kesef and zahav, and the treasure of melachim and of the
provinces; I acquired for me men singers and women singers, and the delights of bnei
haAdam, musical instruments of all kinds.

9 So I was great, and excelled more than all that were before me in Yerushalayim; also
my chochmah remained withme.

10And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my lev from
any simchah; for my lev rejoiced in all my amal (labor); and this was my chelek (portion)
for all my amal.

11Then I looked on kol ma'asim that my hands had wrought, and on the amal that I had
labored to do; and, hinei, all was hevel and chasing after ruach, and there was no profit
under the shemesh.

12And I turned myself to consider chochmah, and holelot, and sichlut; for what can the
adam dowho cometh after HaMelech? Even that which hath been done already.
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13Then I saw that chochmah excelleth sichlut, as far as ohr excelleth choshech.
14The chacham (wiseman)hath eyes in his rosh; but the kesil (fool)walketh in choshech;

but I myself perceived also that the samemikreh (fortune) happeneth to them all.
15Then said I inmy lev, As themikrehbefalls the kesil, so alsowill the samemikrehbefall

me; and wherein have I then been of more chochmah? Then I said in my lev, This also is
hevel.

16 For no zichron (remembrance) of the chacham — no less the kesil — remains l'olam;
seeing that in hayamim haba'im (the days to come) all shall be forgotten. How can the
chacham die just like the kesil?

17 Therefore I hated HaChayyim (Life); because the ma'aseh that is wrought under the
shemesh is grievous untome; for all is hevel and chasing after ruach.

18Yea, I hatedallmyamal forwhich Ihad toiledunder the shemesh; because Imust leave
it unto the adam that shall occupymy place after me.

19And who hath da'as whether he shall be a chacham or a kesil? Nevertheless shall he
have shlitah (control, authority) over all my amal forwhich I have toiled, and have poured
out my chochmah under the shemesh. This also is hevel.

20Therefore I turned aside to give upmy lev to despair over all thewearisome amalwith
which I toiled under the shemesh.

21For there is an adamwhose amal is with chochmah, and da'as, and kishron (skill); yet
to an adam that hath notworked for it hemust leave it for his chelek. This also is hevel and
a ra'ah rabbah.

22Forwhat hath adam for all his amal, and for all the striving of his lev, wherein he hath
labored under the shemesh?

23 For all his yamim are machovim (sorrows), and his travail ka'as (grief, vexation); yea,
his lev taketh not rest balailah. This also is hevel.

24There is nothing better for adam, than that he should eat anddrink, and that he should
make his nefesh find satisfaction in his amal. Also this I saw; even this was from the Yad
HaElohim.

25For who can eat, or who can find enjoyment without HASHEM?
26 For to the adam that is pleasing in His sight, HASHEM gives chochmah, and da'as,

and simchah; but to the choteh (sinner)HASHEM giveth travail; HASHEM giveth the work
of gathering and storing up, thatHASHEMmay give to him that pleasesHaElohim. This also
is hevel and chasing after ruach.

3
1 To every thing there is a zeman (time), and an et (season) for every matter under

Shomayim:

2An et (season) to be born,
and an et (season) to die;
an et (season) to plant,
and an et (season) to uproot that which is planted;
3An et (season) to kill,
and an et (season) to heal;
an et (season) to tear down,
and an et (season) to build up;
4An et (season) to weep,
and an et (season) to laugh;
an et (season) to mourn,
and an et (season) to dance;
5An et (season) to throw stones away,
and an et (season) to gather stones together;
an et (season) to embrace,
and an et (season) to refrain from embracing;
6An et (season) to look for,
and an et (season) to lose;
an et (season) to keep,
and an et (season) to throw away;
7An et (season) to tear,
and an et (season) to mend;
an et (season) to keep silent,
and an et (season) to speak;
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8An et (season) to love,
and an et (season) to hate;
an et (season) of milchamah,
and an et (season) of shalom.

9What profit hath the worker from his amal (labor)?
10 I have seen the occupation,whichElohimhath given to the bneiHaAdam to keep them

occupied.
11HASHEM hath made every thing yafeh in its et (season); also He hath set HaOlam in

their lev, yet so that no adam can find out the ma'aseh that HaElohim hath done from the
beginning to the end.

12 I have da'as that there is nothing better for adam, than that they have simchah and do
tov while they live.

13Andalso that kol haAdamshould eat anddrink, and enjoy the goodof all his amal. This
is a gift of Elohim.

14 I have da'as that, all that HaElohim doeth will endure l'olam; nothing can be added to
it, nor any thing taken from it; HaElohim doeth it, that men should fear before Him.

15 That which is hath been already; and that which is to be hath already been; and
HaElohimwill call that which is past to account.

16Andmoreover I sawunder the shemesh that in theMekomMishpat (placeof judgment)
resha (wickedness)was there; and in theMekom Tzedek, resha (wickedness)was there.

17 I said in mine lev, HaElohim shall judge the tzaddik and the resha (wicked); for an et
(season) for everymatter and for everyma'aseh is there.

18 I said in mine lev, As for bnei haAdam, HaElohim tests them, that they might see that
they themselves are like beheimah.

19ForbneihaAdamandbeheimahshareoneandsamemikreh (fortune); as theonedieth,
so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that the adamhathno advantage above
the beheimah; for all is hevel.

20All go untomekom echad; all are of the afahr (dust), and all return to the afahr again.
21 Who hath da'as of the ruach bnei haAdam that goeth upward, and the ruach

habeheimah that goeth downward to ha'aretz?*
22Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better than that the adam find simchah in

his ma'asim; for that is his chelek; for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?

4
1 So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the shemesh,

and, hinei, the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no menachem (comforter);
and on the side of their oppressors there was ko'ach (power); but they had no menachem
(comforter).

2Wherefore Ipraised themesimwhicharealreadydeadmore than the livingoneswhich
are yet alive.

3Yea, better is he thanboth they,whichhathnot yet been,whohathnot seen thema'aseh
harah that is done under the shemesh.

4Again, I considered all amal, and every kishron hama'aseh (skillful achievement), that
such is a simple derivative of kinat ish meirei'eihu (the envy of man of his neighbor). This
also is hevel, a chasing after ruach.

5The kesil foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own basar.
6Better is ahandfulwith tranquility thanboth thehands fullwithamal andchasingafter

ruach.
7Then I returned, and I saw under the shemesh this hevel:
8 There was a man all alone, and there was with him neither ben nor ach (brother); yet

there was no ketz (end) to all his amal; neither was his ayin satisfied with osher (riches);
neither saith he, For whom do I toil, and deprive my nefesh of tovah? This also is hevel,
yea, it is an evil matter.

9Two are better than one because they have a sachar tov for their amal.
10For if they fall, the echad will lift up his partner, but woe to him that is alone when he

falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.
11Also, if two lie down, then they have chom (heat), but how can one be warm alone?
12 Though echad may be overpowered, shnayim shall withstand him; and a khoot

hameshulash (threefold cord) is not quickly broken.

* 3:21 see 12:7
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13Better is a poor and a wise yeled than an old and foolish melech, who will nomore be
admonished.

14 For out of the bais hasohar he cometh to reign, although he was born a poor man in
his malchut (kingdom).

15 I considered all the living ones which walk under the shemesh in the throng of the
yeled, that is, the second one that shall enter into the place of the former.*

16There is no ketz of kol haAm, all those atwhose headhe stands; and yet theywho come
after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is hevel and striving for ruach.

17Keep thy footing when thou goest to the Bais HaElohim, and be more ready to listen
than to give the zevach of kesilim, for they have no da'as that they do rah.

5
1 Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine lev be hasty to utter any thing before

HaElohim; for HaElohim is in Shomayim, and thou upon ha'aretz; therefore let thy
devarim be few.

2As by a multitude of cares cometh a chalom, so by a multitude of devarim cometh the
kol kesil (the voice of the fool).

3 When thou vowest a neder unto Elohim, defer not to pay it; for HASHEM hath no
pleasure in kesilim; pay that which thou hast vowed.

4Better it is that thou shouldest not make a neder, than that thou shouldest vow and not
fulfill the neder.

5Suffernot thymouth to lead thybasar into chet (sin); neither say thoubefore theMalach
[of G-d], that it was a mistake. Wherefore should HaElohim be angry at thy voice, and
destroy the work of thine hands?

6For in themultitude of chalomot andmanydevarim there are also divers havalim;* but
fear thou HaElohim.

7 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of mishpat and tzedek
in a province, marvel not at thematter; for he that is higherwatches over him that is high;
and there be higher than they.

8Moreover the profit of eretz is for all; Melech himself is served by the sadeh.
9He that loveth kesef shall never have enough kesef; nor shall he that loveth abundance

have enough increase; this also is hevel.
10 When hatovah (good things) increase, they are increased that consume them; and

what kishron (useful result) is there to the ba'al (owner) thereof, except as an onlooker?
11 The sleep of the oved (working man) is sweet, whether he eat little or much; but the

abundance of the oisher (richman)will not permit him to sleep.
12There is a grievous ra'ahwhich I have seenunder the shemesh; osher (riches)hoarded

by the ba'al thereof to his hurt;
13 The same osher (riches) perish by an evil event and he begetteth a ben; thus this one

hath nothing in his hand.
14As he came forth of thewombof his Em (mother), arom (naked) shall he return to go as

he came, and shall take nothing of his amal (labor), which hemay carry away in his hand.
15And this also is a grievous evil, that in every respect as he came, just so shall he go; and

what profit hath he that hath toiled for the ruach (wind)?
16All his yamim also he eateth in choshech, and he hathmuch ka'as (grief, vexation) and

sickness and anger.
17Hinei I have seen it is tov and yafeh for one to eat and to drink, and to find tovah in all

his amal (labor) that he toils under the shemeshall the fewdays of his life,whichHaElohim
giveth him; for it is his chelek.

18Alsokolha'adamtowhomHaElohimhathgivenosherandpossessions, andhathgiven
him power to eat thereof, and to take his chelek, and to rejoice in his amal; this is the gift
of Elohim.

19 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because HaElohim keeps him
occupied with simchat libbo (gladness of his heart).

6
1There is a ra'ahwhich I have seen under the shemesh, and it is a great weight upon the

adam;
2An ish towhomHaElohimhathgivenosher (riches), nekhasim (possessions), andkavod

(honor), so that he wanteth nothing for his nefesh of all that he desireth, yet HaElohim

* 4:15melech * 5:6 see 1:2
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giveth him not shlitah (empowerment) to have enjoyment thereof, but an ish nochri
(stranger) hath the enjoyment thereof; this is hevel, and it is a grievous ill.

3 If an ish beget a hundredfold, and live shanim rabbot, so that rav be the yamim of his
shanim, andhisnefeshbenotfilledwithhatovah, andalso thathehavenokevurah (grave);
I say, that a nefel (stillborn) is better than he.

4 For he cometh in with hevel, and departeth in choshech, and shmo shall be shrouded
with choshech.

5Moreover though he hath not seen the shemesh, nor known any thing, this hath more
nakhat (rest, quietness) than the other.

6Yea, though he live an elef shanim twice over, yet hath he seen no tovah. Do not all go
to mekom echad?

7All the amal (labor) of haAdam is for his mouth, and yet the nefesh is not satisfied.
8 For what hath the chacham more than the kesil? What hath the poor man, who has

da'as of how to conduct himself before the living?
9Betterwhat the eynayimsee than the roving of thenefesh; this also is hevel and chasing

after ruach.
10Thatwhich is, its shemhath already been named, and it is knownwhat adam shall be;

neither may he contend with what is stronger than he.
11 Seeing there bemany things that increase hevel, what profit is there for adam?
12Forwho has da'aswhat is tov for adam in this life, all the few days of his chayyei hevel

which he spendeth as a shadow? For who can tell adamwhat shall be after him under the
shemesh?

7
1A shem tov is better than precious ointment;
and the yom hamavet than the day of oneʼs birth.
2 It is better to go to the bais evel (house of mourning),
than to go to the bais mishteh (house of feasting);
for that is the sof (end, conclusion)* of kol haAdam;
and the living will take it to heart.
3Ka'as (sorrow) is better than laughter;
for sadness of the countenance is good for the lev.
4The lev of chachamim is in the bais evel (house of mourning);
but the lev of kesilim is in the bais simchah.
5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the chacham,
than for an ish to hear the shir kesilim.
6For as is the crackling of thorns under a pot,
so is the laughter of the kesil;
this also is hevel.
7 Surely oppressionmaketh a chachammad;
and a bribe corrupts the heart.
8Better is the acharit (end) of a thing than the reshit (beginning) thereof;
and erech ruach (patience) is better than gavoah ruach (haughtiness).
9Be not hasty in thy ruach to be angry;
for ka'as (anger) resteth in the kheyk (bosom) of kesilim.

10 Say thou not, What is the cause that the yamim harishonim were better than these?
For it is not because of chochmah that thou dost inquire concerning this.

11 Chochmah is good with a nachalah (inheritance); and by it there is an advantage to
them that see the shemesh.

12 For chochmah is a protective tzel (shade), and kesef is as well; but the advantage of
da'as is, that chochmah giveth chayyim (life) to them that possess it.

13Consider the ma'aseh HaElohim; for who canmake straight what HASHEM hath made
crooked?

14 In the yom tovah be joyful, but in the yom ra'ah consider: HaElohim also hath set the
one over against the other in such a way that adam may not find out anything that will
come after him.

15All things have I seen in the yamimofmy hevel; there is a tzaddik that perisheth in his
tzedakah, and there is a rasha that prolongeth his life in his ra'ah.

16 Do not be over much the tzaddik nor over much the chacham; why cause thyself
desolation?
* 7:2 See 12:13
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17 Be not over much resha, neither be thou foolish; why shouldest thou die before thy
time?

18 It is good that thou holdest fast to the one and withdrawest not thine hand from the
other; for he is a yire Elohim (G-d fearer)who shall fulfill both.

19 Chochmah makes one chacham stronger than asarah shalitim (ten rulers) which are
in the city.

20 Surely indeed there is not a tzaddik upon earth, that doeth tov, and sinneth not.†
21Also takenoheedunto kol devarim that are spoken; lest thouhear thy eved curse thee;
22 For oftentimes also thine own lev hath da'as that thou thyself likewise hast cursed

others.
23 I tested all this with chochmah; I said, I will be wise; but it was far fromme.
24That which is far off, and exceeding deep, whose chochmah can find it out?
25 I applied mine lev to have da'as, and to search, and to seek out chochmah, and

the cheshbon (scheme, plan) of things, and to have da'as of resha (wickedness) of kesel
(stupidity), even of sichlut (folly) and holelot (madness).

26And I find more mar (bitter) than mavet the isha, whose lev is snares and traps, and
her hands are as chains; whoso pleaseth HaElohim shall escape from her; but the choteh
(sinner) shall be ensnared by her.

27Look, this have I discovered, saith Kohelet, adding one point to another to find out the
cheshbon (the scheme, plan of things);

28Which yet my nefesh seeketh, but I have not found; one man among a thousand have
I found, but a woman among all those have I not found.

29Lo, this only have I found, that HaElohim hath made man yashar (upright);‡ but they
have sought out chishvonot rabbim (many schemes).§

8
1Who is the chacham?
Andwho knoweth the pesher (interpretation, explanation) of a thing?
Amanʼs chochmahmaketh his face bright,
and the rudeness of his face is changed.

2 I counsel thee tokeep thekingʼs commandment, and thatbecauseof the shevuatElohim
(the oath of G-d).

3Be not hasty to go out of his sight; stand not in a rah (an evil matter); for he executeth
whatsoever pleaseth him.

4For thedevarmelech is shilton (supreme), andwhomay sayuntohim,Whatdoest thou?
5Whoso is shomermitzvah shall meet no harm; and a lev of a chacham discerneth both

et (time) andmishpat (judgment).
6Because everymatter has its et (time) andmishpat (judgment), though the ra'at haAdam

be great upon him.
7For he has no da'as of that which shall be; for who can tell him how it will be?
8 There is no adam that hath power over the ruach to restrain ruach; neither hath he

shilton (power)over theyomhamavet; and there isnodischarge inwar; neither shall resha
deliver its possessor.

9All this have I seen, and applied my lev unto every ma'aseh (labor, work) that has been
done under the shemeshwherein one adam ruleth over another adam to the otherʼs hurt.

10And so I saw the resha'im buried, who had come and gone out of the mekom kadosh
(the holy place), and they were forgotten in the city where they had done such things; this
is also hevel.

11 Because pitgam (sentence) against a ma'aseh hara'ah (an evil work) is not executed
speedily, therefore the lev of the bnei haAdam is fully set in them to do rah.

12 Though a choteh do rah an hundred times, and his yamim be prolonged, yet surely I
know that it shall be well with them that fear HaElohim, which fear before HASHEM;

13But it shall not be well with the rasha, neither shall he lengthen his yamim like a tzel
(shadow); because he feareth not before Elohim.

14 There is a hevel which is done upon ha'aretz; that there be tzaddikim, unto whom
it happeneth according to the ma'aseh haresha'im; again, there be resha'im, to whom it
happeneth according to thema'aseh hatzaddikim; I say that this also is hevel.

† 7:20 Ro 3:23 ‡ 7:29 Gn 1:27 § 7:29 Gn 3:6-7; Ps 51; Ro 5:12; 3:23
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15Then I commended simchah, because aman hath no better thing under the shemesh,
than to eat, and to drink, and to have simchah; for that shall accompany him in his amal
the yamim of his life, which HaElohim giveth him under the shemesh.

16When I applied mine lev to have da'as of chochmah, and to see the business that is
done upon ha'aretz, though oneʼs eynayim see sleep neither yom nor lailah,

17 then I beheld kol ma'aseh HaElohim, that haAdam cannot comprehend the ma'aseh
that is done under the shemesh; because though haAdam labor to seek it out, yet he shall
not comprehend it; moreover, though a chacham claim to have da'as of it, yet shall he not
be able to comprehend it.

9
1All this I took to my lev, explaining it all, that the tzaddikim, and the chachamim, and

their works, are in the yad HaElohim; adam does not have da'as of whether it will be
ahavah or sinah; all lies before him.

2 All things come alike to all; there is one mikreh (fortune) to the tzaddik, and to the
rasha; to the tov and to the tahor, and to the tameh; to him that sacrificeth, and to him
that sacrificeth not; as is the tov, so is the choteh; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth
a shevuah (an oath).

3This is a rahamongall things that are doneunder the shemesh, that there is onemikreh
(fortune) unto all; yea, also the lev of the bnei haAdam is full of rah, and holelot (madness)
is in their lev while they live, and after that they go to themesim.

4For to him that is joined to all the living there is bitachon; for a kelev chai (living dog) is
better than an aryeh hamet (dead lion).

5For the livinghaveda'as that they shall die; but themesimdonothaveda'as of anything,
neither have they anymore a sachar, for thememory of them is forgotten.

6Also their ahavah, and their sinah, and their kina, is now perished; neither have they
anymore a chelek l'olam in any thing that is done under the shemesh.

7 Go thy way, eat thy lechem with simchah, and drink thy yayin with a lev tov; for
HaElohim now accepteth thyma'asim.

8Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no shemen (ointment).
9Live joyfullywith the ishawhom thou lovest all the days of thy chayyei hevel, which he

hath given thee under the shemesh, all the days of thy hevel; for that is thy chelek in this
life, and in thy amal (toil)which thou laborest under the shemesh.

10Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy koach; for there is no ma'aseh, nor
cheshbon, nor da'as, nor chochmah in Sheol, whither thou goest.

11 I returned, and saw under the shemesh, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the gibborim, neither yet lechem to the chachamim, nor yet osher to the intelligent, nor
yet chen (favor) to the experts; but et (time) and pega (chance) happeneth to them all.

12 For haAdam also hath no da'as of his et (time, hour);* as the dagim that are caught in
a metzodah rah (evil net), and as the birds that are trapped in the pach (snare), so are the
Bnei HaAdam snared in an et ra'ah (evil time), when it falleth suddenly upon them.

13This chochmahhave I seenalsounder the shemesh, and it seemedgedolah (great)unto
me:

14 There was an ir ketanah (little city), and few men within it; and there came a melech
gadol against it, and besieged it, and built metzorim gedolim (huge siegeworks) against it.

15Now therewas found in it a poor chacham, and he by his chochmahdelivered the city;
yet noman remembered that same poorman.

16Then said I, Chochmah is better than gevurah (strength); nevertheless the poor manʼs
chochmah is despised, and his devarim are not heard.

17Divrei chachamim inquiet aremore to beheeded than the shouting of themoshel (one
ruling) among kesilim.

18Chochmah is better than weapons of war, but one choteh destroyethmuch good.

10
1Dead flies cause the perfumerʼs shemen to send forth a foul odor;
so doth a little sichlut outweigh chochmah and kavod.
2A chachamʼs lev is at his yamin (right hand);
but a kesilʼs lev is at his semol (left hand).
3Yea also, when he that is a kesil
even walketh along the derech, his sense faileth him,

* 9:12 but see Yn 13:1; 8:20; 7:30; 2:4 regarding theMoshiachʼs knowledge of his hour
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and he saith to every one that he is a kesil.
4 If the ruach of themoshel rise up against thee,
leave not thymekom;
for calmness pacifieth chatta'im gedolim.

5 There is a ra'ah which I have seen under the shemesh, the sort of error which
proceedeth from a shalit (ruler);

6 Sekhel (folly) is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.
7 I have seen avadim (servants)upon susim, and sarim (princes)walking as avadimupon

ha'aretz.

8He that diggeth a gumatz (pit) shall fall into it;
and whoso breaketh through a wall, a nachash shall bite him.
9Whoso pulleth out avanim (stones)may be hurt therewith;
and he that cleaveth woodmay be endangered thereby.
10 If the barzel (iron)* be blunt,
and he do not whet the edge,
thenmust more strength bemarshalled;
but chochmah brings success.
11 If the nachash will bite before it is charmed,
there is no use in a charmer.

12The words of a chachamʼs mouth are chen (gracious);
but the lips of a kesil will swallow up himself.
13The beginning of the words of his mouth is sichlut;
and the end of his talk is holelot ra'ah.
14A kesil also is full of devarim;
haAdam has no da'as of what shall be,
and what shall be after him,
who can tell him?
15The amal of the kesilimwearieth him,
because he has no da'as of how to go to town.

16Woe to thee, O eretz, when thymelech is a na'ar,
and thy sarim (princes) feast in the boker!
17Blessed art thou, O eretz, when thymelech is a nobleman,
and thy sarim (princes) eat in due season,
for strength, and not for drunkenness!
18Bymuch atzlut (slothfulness) the rafters falleth;
and through idleness of the hands the bais leaketh.
19Lechem is made for laughter,
and yayinmakethmerry;
but kesef answereth everything.
20Curse not the Melech, no not in thy thought;
and curse not the oisher in thy bedchamber;
for an Oph haShomayimmay carry the voice,
and that which hath wings may report what you say.

11
1Cast thy lechem upon the waters,
for thou shalt find it after many yamim.
2Give chelek (portions) to shivah, and also to shmonah;
for thou knowest not what ra'ah shall be upon ha'aretz.
3 If the clouds be full of geshem,
they empty themselves upon ha'aretz;
and if the etz fall toward the darom (south), or toward the tzafon (north),
in themakom (place)where the etz falleth, there it lieth.
4He that observeth the ruach (wind) shall not sow;
and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.

* 10:10 of the axe
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5As thou knowest not what is the derech haruach,* nor how the bones do grow in the
womb of her that is with child; even so thou knowest not the ma'asei HaElohim who
maketh all.

6 In theboker sow thy zera, and in the erevdonot let thinehandbe idle; for thouknowest
not which shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike tovim.

7Truly the ohr is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eynayim to behold the shemesh;
8 But if haAdam live many shanim, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the

yamim of choshech; for they shall be many. All that cometh is hevel.
9Rejoice, O bochur, in thy yaldut (youth); and let thy lev cheer thee in the yamim of thy

bechurim (youth), andwalk in the ways of thine lev, and in the sight of thine eynayim; but
have da'as of this; that for all these things HaElohimwill bring thee into mishpat.

10 Therefore banish ka'as (sorrow) from thy lev, and put away ra'ah from thy basar; for
yaldut and shacharut (prime of life) are hevel.

12
1 Remember now thy Bo're (Creator) in the yamim of thy bechurot, while the yamei

hara'ah come not, nor the shanim draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no chefetz
(pleasure) in them;

2While the shemesh, or the ohr, or the yarei'ach, or the kokhavim, be not darkened, nor
the clouds return after the rain;

3 In the yom when the shomrei habayit shall tremble, and the strong men shall stoop,
and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows grow
dim,

4And the delatayim (doors) shall be shut in the street, when the sound of the grinding
fades, andhe shall arise at the soundof a tzipor (bird), andall their banot hashir (daughters
of song) are brought low;

5 Also when they shall be afraid of height, and fears shall be in the derech, and the
almond tree shall blossom, and the grasshopper drags himself along, and desire shall fail;
because haAdam goeth to his bais olam (eternal home), and the mourners go about the
streets;

6Orever the silver cordbe loosed, or the goldenbowlbebroken, or thepitcherbebroken
at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the bor (cistern).

7 Then shall the aphar return to ha'aretz as it was; and the ruach shall return unto
HaElohimwho gave it.

8Hevel havalim, saith Kohelet; all is hevel.
9 And moreover, because Kohelet was chacham, he taught the people da'as; yea, he

applied, and searched out, and set in order manymeshalim (proverbs).
10 Kohelet searched to find out divrei chefetz; and that which was written was yosher,

even divrei emes.
11Divrei chachamim are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings

that are given by Ro'eh Echad (One Shepherd).
12And further, by these, beni, be admonished; of making many sefarim there is no ketz;

andmuch study is a weariness of the basar.
13 Let us hear the sof (conclusion) of the whole matter; Fear HaElohim, and of His

commandments be shomermitzvot; for this is the whole duty of haAdam.
14ForHaElohimshall bringkolma'aseh (everywork) intomishpat (judgment), with every

ne'lam (secret thing, concealed thing), whether it be tov (good), or whether it be rah (evil).

* 11:5 See Yn 3:3-8
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Shir Hashirim
Introduction

A book that is traditionally read at Pesach is Shir HaShirim, “The Song of Songs”
(meaning “the best of all possible songs”). There are several reasons why Shliach Sha'ul is
correctwhenhe interprets the book asmaking reference to theMoshiach andhiswedding
banquet with his people. In Ep 5:25-27, Shliach Sha'ul says, “Husbands, love your wives.”
The Song of Songs contains love poems and refers to Ben Dovidʼs Chasunoh (wedding
ceremony and celebration) in Song of Song 3:11. Sh'lomo HaMelech here, the son of Dovid,
is not the ultimate Prince who brings peace. One greater than Sh'lomo is here, the Sar
Shalom, the rose of Sharon, the lily of the Valley, the fairest of ten thousand. And He does
have aKehillah Bridewho is faithful to his Brit Chadasha covenantwith her. He is her king
(1:2-4,12) and her shepherd (1:7-8). She is tahm-mah-tee “my perfect one” (5:2; 6:9).
Here is a “Banqueting Table” Prayer:
“I BELIEVED; THEREFORE HAVE I SPOKEN (Ps 116:10a).
O HASHEM, SAVEMYNEFESH (Ps 116:4).
I ADMIT I HAVE SINNED, NOTONLY INWHAT I HAVEDONE, BUT INWHAT I AM, (Ps 51)
I ABHOR MYSELF (Job 42:6) AND MY IDOLS WITH G-DLY SORROW FOR MY SIN, TURN-

ING IN TESHUVAH (Isa 44:22) TOMYMELITZ YOSHER INHEAVEN (Job 33:23), MOSHIACH
ADONEINU (Mal 3:1).
YOUR BANNER, OVERME, HOLYMOSHIACH, IS LOVE (Song 2:4); YOU CARRIEDMY SIN

AWAY ON THE TREE AS THE SA'IR L'AZAZEL YOM KIPPUR SCAPEGOAT KAPPORAH TO
SATISFY THE TORAH (Isa 53:11-12). YOU REMOVED MY FILTHY ROBES (Zech 4:3-5; 3:8;
6:11-12), AND SEATED ME AT YOUR BANQUETING TABLE (Song 2:4). I TRUST YOU AS
HASHEM'S PESACH KORBAN FOR MY REDEMPTION (Isa 53:7; Ruth 3:12). I OPEN THE
LATCHAND INVITEYOUTOCOMETHROUGHTHEDOOROFMYHEARTASMYGO'ELAND
MOSHI'A (2Sm22:3; Dan3:25), ANDKOHEN(Ps110:4)ANDKAPPORAH(Isa53:8) FOREVER.
IN THE NAME OF HA'AV (Jer 3:19), HABEN (Prov 30:4; 8:30), AND HARUACH HAKODESH
(Ps 51:11). OMEIN.”

1 Shir HaShirim, which is Sh'lomoʼs.
2Let him kiss mewith the neshikot (kisses) of his mouth;
for better is dodecha (thy love) than yayin (wine).
3Tovim is the fragrance of thy shmanim (ointments);
thy shem (name) is like shemen (ointment) poured forth;
therefore do the alamot love thee.*
4Drawme; so will we run after thee;
the Melech hath brought me into his chadarim (chambers).

We will be glad and rejoice in thee;
we will extol dodecha (thy love)more than yayin;
uprightly have they loved thee.

5 Shechorah (black, dark, sun-blackened) am I, yet lovely,
O ye banot Yerushalayim,
like the oholim (tents) of Kedar,
like the curtains of Sh'lomo.
6Let your eyes burn not into me because I am black,
because the shemesh hath burned its eyes into me;
bnei immi (my step-brothers)were angry withme;
theymademe the keeper of the kramim (vineyards);
but mine own kerem (vineyard) have I not kept.
7O tell me, thou whommy nefesh loveth,
where feedest thou? Wheremakest thou thy flock to lie down at noon?
For why should I be as one who veils herself
among the edrei chaverecha (the flocks of thy chaverim, fellow companions)?

* 1:3alamot, youngunmarriedvirgins; pl of almahvirgin; see Shir Song6:8; Isa 7:14; Gn24:43; Ex 2:8; Prov 30:19,where
the word has this explicit or implicit meaning throughout the Tanakh; see The Translator to the Reader
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8 If thou know not, O thou fairest among nashim,
go thy way forth by the footprints of the tzon,
and feed thy young goats
beside themishkenot haro'im (the tents of the shepherds).

9Omy love, to a susah (mare)
among the chariots of Pharaoh do I compare thee.
10Thy cheeks are lovely with ornaments,
thy tzavar (neck)with necklaces.

11Ornaments of zahav will wemake for thee,
studded with kesef.

12While theMelech is at his table,
my spikenard perfume has yielded its fragrance.
13Dodi (my beloved) is to me
a sachet of myrrh that lieth inmy bosom.
14Dodi (my beloved) is to me as a cluster of henna blooms
in the kramim (vineyards) of Ein-Gedi.

15 See, thou art yafeh (fair), my love; see, thou art fair;
thine eynayim are yonim (doves).

16 See, thou art yafeh (handsome), dodi (my beloved), yea, na'im (pleasing);
also our couch is verdant.
17The beams of our bais are cedar,
and our rafters are cypress.

2
1 I am the rose of Sharon,
and the shoshan (lily) of the valleys.

2As the shoshan (lily) among thorns,
so is my love among the banot.

3As the tapuach (apple tree) among the trees of the wood,
so is dodi (my beloved) among the banim.
Betzilloh (in his shade, shadow) chimmadti (I desire ),*
and his p'ri (fruit) is sweet to my taste.
4He brought me to the Bais HaYayin,
and his degel (standard, banner, flag) over me is ahavah.
5 Sustainmewith cakes of raisins,
comfort mewith apples:
ki cholat ahavah ani (for I am faint with ahavah, lovesick).
6His left hand is under my rosh,
and his right hand doth embraceme.
7 I charge you, O ye banot Yerushalayim,
by the gazelles, and by the deer of the sadeh,
that ye arouse nor awake HaAhavah
till it pleases.†

8Kol dodi (the voice of my beloved)!
Hinei, he cometh leaping upon the harim,
bounding over the hills.
9Dodi (my beloved) is like a gazelle
or a young deer;
hinei, he standeth behind our Kotel (Wall);
he looketh forth at the chalonot (windows),
peering through the lattices.‡
10Dodi (my beloved) spoke,
and said untome:

* 2:3 See Song 5:16 † 2:7 i.e., until its own time— see 3:5; 8:4 ‡ 2:9 Rv 3:20
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Rise up, my love, my fair one,
and come away.
11For, hinei, the winter is past,
the geshem (rain) is over and gone;
12The flowers appear on ha'aretz;
the time of zemer (song, singing of birds) has come;
and the voice of the turtledove is heard in Artzeinu (our Land);
13The te'enah (fig tree) putteth forth her early figs,
and the vines with the tender grape give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.
14Omy yonah (dove), that art in the clefts of the rock,
in the seter (secret place) of the cliff,
let me see thy countenance,
let me hear thy voice;
for sweet is thy voice,
and thy countenance is lovely.
15Catch the shu'alim (foxes),
the shu'alim ketanim (little foxes),
that spoil the kramim (vines);
for krameinu (our [blooming] vines) have tender grapes.
16Dodi (my beloved) is mine,
and I am his;
he feedeth among the lilies.
17Until HaYom (the day) break,
and the shadows flee away,
turn, dodi (my beloved),
and be thou like a gazelle
or a young deer
upon the hills of Beter.

3
1 In the nights onmy bed
I sought himwhommy nefesh loveth;
I sought him, but I found him not.
2 So I will rise then, and go about the city
in the streets, and in the rechovot (open squares, places);
I will seek himwhommy nefesh loveth;
I sought him, but found him not.
3The shomrim (watchmen) that go about the city foundme;
to whom I said, Saw ye himwhommy nefesh loveth?
4 Scarcely had I passed from them,
when I found himwhommy nefesh loveth;
I held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into the bais immi (the house of mymother),
and into the cheder of her that conceivedme.
5 I charge you, O ye banot Yerushalayim,
by the gazelles, and by the deer of the sadeh,
that ye arouse nor awake HaAhavah
till it pleases.*

6Who is this that cometh out of themidbar
like pillars of smoke,
perfumedwithmyrrh and frankincense
from all the fragrant powders of the rokhel (merchant)?
7Hinei, his conveyance,†which is Sh'lomoʼs;
threescore gibborim (valiantmen) are around it,
the Gibborei Yisroel.
8They all hold swords,

* 3:5 i.e., until its own time, see 2:7; 8:4 † 3:7 See palanquin, 3:9
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being expert in milchamah (war);
everyman hath his cherev (sword) at his side
against the pachad (terror, dread) of the nights.
9HaMelech Sh'lomomade himself an appiryon (palanquin),‡
of the wood of the Levanon.
10Hemade the pillars thereof of kesef,
the support thereof of zahav,
the cushion of it of purple,
the interior thereof being inlaid with Ahavah,
by the banot Yerushalayim.
11Come out, O ye banot Tziyon,
and behold Sh'lomo HaMelech
with the atarah (crown)wherewith his em crowned him
in the Yom Chasunoh (day of his wedding),
and in the Yom Simchat Libo (day of the gladness of his heart).§

4
1Behold, thou art yafeh, my love; behold, thou art yafeh;
thine eyes are yonim (doves) behind your veil;
thy hair is like an eder (flock) of goats descending fromMount Gil'ad.
2Thy teeth are like an eder of sheep that are just shorn,
coming up fromwashing;
whereof every one is matched,
and none is missing among them.
3Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet,
and thymouth is naveh (lovely);
thy temple is like a half-pomegranate
within thy veil.
4Thy tzavar (neck) is like themigdal Dovid
girt with battlements,
whereon there hang a thousandmogen,*
all the shields of Gibborim.
5Thy two breasts are like two ofarim (fawns, young deer)
that are twins, which graze among the lilies.
6Until HaYom (the day) break, and the shadows flee away,
I will get me to the har hamor (mountain of myrrh),
and to the hill of frankincense.
7Thou art all yafeh, my love;
there is nomum (blemish, spot, defect, flaw) in thee.
8Comewithme from the Levanon,
my kallah (bride), with me from the Levanon;
come down from the heights of Amanah,
from the top of Senir and Chermon,
from the dens of the arayot (lions),
from the hills of the nemerim (leopards).
9Thou hast ravishedmy lev, my sister, my kallah;
thou hast ravishedmy lev with one of thy glances,
with one link of thy necklace.
10How fair is thy love, my sister, my kallah!
Howmuch better is thy love than yayin!
And the scent of thine perfumes than any spice!
11Thy lips, Omy kallah, drip like the honeycomb;
devash and cholov are under thy tongue;
and the scent of thy garments is like the scent of the Levanon.
12A gan (garden) locked is my sister, my kallah;

‡ 3:9mobile throne carriedona litter on the shoulders ofmen § 3:11 SeeRv19:6-10; Ep5:22-33; Yn3:29; 2C11:1-2; Isa
54:5-6; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16:8-14,20-21,32,38; Hos 2:16,18-20, and here see the Shulamite as a type of the Kehillah ofMoshiach
and Sh'lomoBenDovid a type ofMoshiach BenDovid the Ro'ehHaTov, the Good Shepherd * 4:4 Since this is the Song
of Solomon, Son of David, and since the verse refers to the migdal Dovid, it should be noted that Mogen Dovid in Jewish
liturgy signifies Hashem as the protector (shield) of Dovid
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a spring enclosed, a ma'ayan (fountain) sealed.
13Thy plants are a pardeis (park, paradise) of pomegranates, with pleasant p'ri;
henna with spikenard,
14 Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon,
with kol atzei levonah (all kinds of incense trees);
myrrh and aloes, with all the finest spices:
15A na'yan (fountain) of gardens, a be'er (well) of mayim chayyim (well of livingwaters),
and streams from the Levanon.
16Awake, O north wind;
and come, thou south wind;
blow uponmy gan (garden),
that the fragrances thereof may flow out.

Let dodi (my beloved) come into his gan (garden),
and let him taste its choice pri (fruits).

5
1 I am come into my gan (garden), my sister, my kallah;
I have gatheredmymyrrh withmy spice;
I have eatenmy honeycombwithmy devash (honey);
I have drunkmy yayin withmy cholov (milk).

Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, dodim.
2 I sleep, but my lev waketh:
it is the voice of dodi (my beloved) that knocketh, saying:
Open tome, my sister, my love,
my yonah (dove) tammati (my undefiled, my perfect one);
for my head is filled with tal (dew),
andmy hair with the drops of the lailah.
3 I have put offmy kuttonet (kesones, chiton, robe);
how shall I put it on?
I have washedmy feet;
how shall I defile them?
4Dodi (my beloved) thrust his hand through the latch-opening,
my heart began pounding for him.
5 I arose to open to dodi (my beloved);
andmy hands dripped withmyrrh,
andmy fingers with sweet smelling myrrh,
upon the handles of theman'ul (lock, door bolt).
6 I opened to dodi (my beloved);
but dodi had withdrawn and gone;
my nefesh departed when he spoke;
I sought him, but I could not find him;
I called him, but he gaveme no answer.
7The shomrim (watchmen) that went about the city foundme,
they beat me, they woundedme;
the shomrei hachomat* took awaymy cloak fromme.
8 I charge you, O banot Yerushalayim,
if ye find dodi (my beloved),
what will ye tell him?
Tell him shecholat ahavah ani (I am faint with ahavah, lovesick).†

9How is thy belovedmore than another beloved,
O thou fairest among nashim?
How is thy belovedmore than another beloved,
that thou dost so charge us?
10Dodi (my beloved) is radiant and ruddy,
unrivaled by ten thousand.

* 5:7 i.e., the shomrim, the guardians [of the city on the wall] † 5:8 see 2:5
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11His head is like the purest gold,
his hair is wavy and shachor (black) as the raven.
12His eyes are like yonim (doves) by the streams of mayim,
washed with cholov, jewels fitly set.
13His cheeks are like beds of spices,
like sweet flowers;
his lips like shoshanim (lilies),
dripping sweet scentedmyrrh.
14His hands are like rods of zahav set with chrysolites;
his body is like a polished work of ivory decorated with sapphires.
15His legs are like pillars of marble,
set upon sockets of fine zahav;
his countenance is like the Levanon,
bachor (one being choice) like the cedars.
16His mouth is most sweet;
yea, he is machamaddim (altogether desirable).‡
This is dodi (my beloved), and this is my friend,
O banot Yerushalayim.§

6
1Where is thy beloved gone,
O thou fairest among nashim?
Where is thy beloved turned aside,
that wemay seek himwith thee?

2Dodi (my beloved) is gone down into his gan (garden),
to the beds of spices,
to feed in the ganim (gardens),
and to gather shoshanim (lilies).
3 I ammy belovedʼs,
andmy beloved is mine;
he feedeth among the shoshanim.

4Thou art yafeh, Omy love, as Tirtzah,
lovely as Yerushalayim,
awe-inspiring as bannered troops on themarch.
5Turn away thine eyes fromme,
for they overwhelmme;
thy hair is as an eder of goats
that descend from Gil'ad.
6Thy teeth are as an eder harechalim (flock of ewes)
which go up from the washing,
whereof every one is matched,
and there is not onemissing among them.
7As a half pomegranate is thy temple
within thy veil.
8There are threescore melakhot (queens),
and fourscore pilagshim (concubines),
and alamot (young unmarried virgins)without number.*
9My yonah (dove), tammati (my perfect one, my undefiled) is unique;
she is the only one of her em (mother),
she is the barah (choice one) of her that bore her.
The banot saw her, they called her blessed;

‡ 5:16 See Song 2:3; Hag 2:7 saysMoshiach is theDesired of all Nations § 5:16 T.N. The next chapter is commented on
extensively in the Orthodox Jewish Bible Introduction. This section is one of the most important Scriptures in the Bible
because it buttresses Isa 7:14 and its foundational meaning. * 6:8 T.N. Alamot is plural of almah, “virgin,” alamot,
“virgins;” see Shir Song 1:3; Isa 7:14; Gn 24:43; Ex 2:8; Prov 30:19 where the wordmeans explicitly or implicitly “virgin”
andwhere “youngwoman” is not an adequate rendering, in this case, since theKingwas hardly interested in only young
women in his harem, but demanded “virgins”; the older Jewish translations like Harkavyʼs so translated the word as
“virgin” in this verse until it became politically incorrect to do so in later, more liberal Jewish translations into English
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yea, the melakhot and the pilagshim† praise her.
10Who is she that looks forth like the shachar (dawn),
yafeh as the levanah (moon), clear as the sun,
and awe-inspiring as bannered troops on themarch?
11 I went down into the grove of nut trees
to see the blossoms of the valley,
and to see whether hagefen (the vine) flourished
and the pomegranates bloomed.
12Before I was aware, my nefesh liftedme up
to themerkevot of ammi (my people) of one, a royal one.

7
1Return, return, O Shulamite;
return, return, that wemay gaze upon thee.

What will ye see in the Shulamite?
As it were themecholat Machanayim (dance of theMachanayim).*

2How beautiful are thy feet in sandals,
O princeʼs daughter!
Thy graceful legs are like jewels,
ma'aseh yedei amon (the work of the hands of an artist).†
3Thy navel is like a round goblet,
which wanteth not wine:
thy waist is like amound of chittim (wheat)
encircled by shoshanim (lilies).
4Thy two breasts are like two fawns
that are twins of a gazelle.
5Thy tzavar (neck) is like amigdal of ivory;
thine eyes like the pools of Cheshbon,
by the sha'ar (gate) of Bat-Rabbim;
thy nose is like themigdal of the Levanon
which looketh toward Damascus.
6Thine head upon thee is like Carmel,
and the hair of thine head like royal tapestry;
Melech is held captive in its tresses.
7How fair and how pleasant art thou,
O Ahavah, for delights!
8This thy stature is like a tamar (palm tree),
and thy breasts eshkolot (clusters [of fruit]).
9 I said: I will climb up to the tamar,
I will take hold of the branches thereof;
now also thy breasts shall be as eshkelot hagefen (clusters of the vine),
and the scent of thy breath like apples;
10And the roof of thymouth like the best yayin of dodi (my beloved),
that goeth down sweetly,
causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.
11 I ammy belovedʼs,
and to me goeth forth his teshukah (desire).
12Come, dodi (my beloved),
let us go forth into the sadeh;
let us lodge in the villages.
13Let us get up early to the kramim (vineyards);
let us see if the gefen budded,
whether the tender grape appears,
and the pomegranates bloom;

† 6:9 see 6:8 * 7:1 See Gn 32:3 † 7:2 See Prov 8:30
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there will I give theemy love.
14Themandrakes send out their fragrance,
and at our doors are all manner of pleasant fruits,
chadashim (new ones) and yeshanim (old ones),
which I have stored up and kept for thee, O dodi (my beloved).‡

8
1O that thou were like my brother,
that nursed the breasts of immi (mymother)!
Then, if I should find thee outside, I would kiss thee;
yea, and no one would look down onme.
2 I would lead thee,
and bring thee into bais immi.* Thouwouldest instruct me;
I would cause thee to drink of spiced yayin
and the nectar of my pomegranate.
3His left hand should be undermy rosh,
and his right hand embraceme.
4 I charge you, O banot Yerushalayim,
that ye arouse nor awake HaAhavah (the Love)
till it pleases.†

5Who is this that cometh up from themidbar,
leaning upon her beloved?

Under the tapuach (apple tree) I awakened thee;
it was there thy em conceived thee;
there she who brought thee forth conceived thee.
6 Set me as a chotam (seal) upon thine lev,
as a chotam upon thine zero'a (arm);
for ahavah is strong as mavet (death);
kinah (jealousy) as unyielding as Sheol;
the flames thereof are flames of eish,
the flame of HASHEM.
7Mayim rabbim (manywaters) cannot quench HaAhavah,
neither can the floods drown it;
if a manwould give
all the wealth of his bais for ahavah,
it would be utterly scorned.
8We have an achot ketannah (little sister),
and she hath as yet no breasts.
What shall we do for achoteinu (our sister)
in the day when she shall be spoken for?
9 If she be a chomah (wall),
we will build upon her a pinnacle of kesef;
and if she be a delet (door),
we will enclose her with panels of cedar.
10 I am a chomah (wall), andmy breasts, like migdalot;
then was I in his eyes
like one that findeth shalom.
11 Sh'lomo had a kerem (vineyard) at Ba'al-Hamon;
he gave over the kerem (vineyard) unto caretakers;
each had to pay a thousand pieces of kesef for the p'ri (fruit) thereof.
12My kerem (vineyard), which is mine, is at my own disposal;‡
thou, O Sh'lomo, the thousand are for thee,
and two hundred for those that tend the p'ri thereof!

‡ 7:14 T.N. Just as there are different classes of women in the harem — so there are different residences in the book of
Esther, for themalkah, for thepilegeshand for thealmahorbetulah; cf Song6:8 andEsther chp2. * 8:2 see 3:4 † 8:4
i.e., until its own time, see 2:7; 3:5 ‡ 8:12 see 7:13 [14]
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13Thou that dwellest in the ganim (gardens),
the chaverim are listening for thy voice;
cause me to hear it.
14Make haste, dodi (my beloved),
and be thou like to a gazelle
or a young deer upon themountains where spices grow.
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Yeshayah
Introduction

According to Yeshayah, all those who reject the Word of G-d will find judgment (5:24).
Invasion by foreign armies (5:26-30), fiery destruction, and exile (5:13-29) will cause a
reversal of fortune for these people, and the Day of the L-rd will cause the haughty to be
brought low (2:17) and the poor in spirit to become holy and purged in the fire (1:25; 4:3).
Along with the survivors will come in the aftermath the Moshiach, the Tzemach (Branch)
of the L-rd (4:2) who is identified (in the book of Isaiah itself, notmerely in Jer 23:5-6; 33:15
or Zech 3:8) with the Tzemach T'zadik (Righteous Branch) of the L-rd (53:11) and of Dovid
(37:35).
This Moshiach-Servant is associated with the L-rd inmanyways:
He too is “raised high and lifted up” (compare 52:13; 6:1);
He too is glorious, Jesseʼs glorious root (compare 4:2 and 11:10 with 6:3, noticing also

the word Shoresh [root], linking 11:10 and 53:2);
He too is the rallying focal-point of the nations (compare 11:10 to 2:2-4 and see the one

“to whom the obedience of the nations belongs” — Gn 49:10; see Ezek 21:27 [21:32 in the
Hebrew Bible]; Ps 18:43; Isa 42:1,4; 49:6);
He too bears a divine name and governing function (9:5-6);
He too is Immanuel, (G-d-with-us), the rightful owner of Israelʼs land (compare 8:8 and

7:14 to 5:5);
He too, this anointedMoshiach-Servant (11:2; 42:1), is righteous (see 11:4-5 and 42:21;

51:5).
TheMoshiach-Servant, through theDovidic covenant,witnesses as a light to theGentiles

(9:6) to those outside the covenant (Isa 55:3). Job standing rejected and forsaken with
mockers around him (Job 17:2) reminds the reader of the picture we have of the suffering
Servant of the L-rd in Isaiah 53 or themocked Dovidic King in Psalm 22 (compare Job 27:4
to Isa 53:9). In the midst of the false accusations, Job “holds fast to his righteousness” (Job
27:6) andwaits on the L-rd to vindicate him (Job 42:7-8). So themocked sagewho becomes
a fool that the world curses andmakes sport of is depicted in Isaiah 53. We have seen this
picture before in that other image, the judge of Israel, Samson, being made sport of by
the Philistines (Judg 16:25) or in the King of Israel, Dovid the sage, pretending to be mad
before a similar scoffing Philistine audience (1Sm 21:13-15). When sages like Moshe or
Dovid are nearly stoned by the people (Ex 17:4; 1Sm 30:6) we see this reemerging picture
of the rejected-yet-vindicated-as-righteous Sage of Israel.
Significantly, the Son of Dovid is depicted as the sage par excellence in the life of Sh'lomo

in I Kings. Then II Chronicles intensifies this portrait and gives Messianic prophetic
significance to Dovidʼs Son as the Moshiach Sage of Israel. Finally, Isaiah combines the
two portraits of the sage found in Job and Sh'lomo and depicts the Dovidic Servant of the
L-rd as the mocked and rejected sage-counsellor (9:5-6) filled “with the spirit of wisdom”
(Isa 11:2) who seems to labor “in vain” but trusts his cause to the L-rd (Isa 49:4) and, after
mockery and rejection (Isa 53:2-4), is finally vindicated by G-d as righteous (see Isa 53:11-
12). The Moshiach is the eternal Kohen who sprinkles the nations with a Cosmic Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur) sacrifice (Ps 110:4; Zech 6:11-13; Isa 52:15; Lv 16:14-17), just as
the End He brings is depicted in Scripture as an End beginning with a Rosh Hashana-like
Shofar (1Th 4:16).
The Moshiach is the Seh HaElohim (the Lamb of G-d) provided from heaven as the

redemption sacrifice in order that G-dʼs people might be passed over and purchased for
freedom from divine judgment, as Isaac was and as the nation of Israel was. G-d sent His
Word and healed His people from the plagues of judgment He poured out on the heathen.
G-d saved His people in order that they might make an exodus to new abundant life in
accordance with His gracious covenant promise in the Moshiach (Gn 32:8; Ps 107:30; Isa
53:5-6,10; Dt 7:15; Isa 42:1,6-7; 40:3; 42:16; 43:19; 49:5-26).
The words “son” and “child” are very important to Isaiahʼs message. His own two sons

are given portentous names (7:3; 8:1-3) and the conception of the second son in the womb
of his prophetess-wife is divinely timed. In chapters 7-9, Isaiah refers to his own son
but also to Dovidʼs son, a son he calls “G-d with us” and “Mighty G-d.” Isaiah shows us a
Deliverer who can rule the world (9:5-6), and yet he marvels at this personage being born
as a humble child, just as a little child leads the rest of creation in the future kingdom— Isa
11:6.
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The future kingdom is described in passages which include 2:1-4; 4:2-6; 11:6-9; 25:6-
8; 35:1-10; 60:1-22. The future king of this glorious kingdom is described in passages
which include 7:1—12:6; 32:1-20; 49:1—57:21; 61:1-11. The Moshiach is the Descendant of
the Woman who will battle that Ancient Serpent, Satan (Gn 3:15), called “Leviathan the
twisting serpent” in Isa 27:1. On the Messianic Davidic dynasty — see MJ 7:14; Ro 1:3; Mt
1:1,16; Lk 3:23,31. The legal right to the throne came through the father — see Babylonian
TalmudBabaBathra 130a onDt 21:16. Also, see IgnatiusʼEpistle to theEphesians, “Miryam
of the seed of David.” The Branch of the L-rd and of Dovid is called “the L-rd” in Mal.3:1
and Ps 110:1, since Adon refers to HASHEM in Zech 4:14 and 6:5. Therefore, we shouldn't
be surprised if the Name of G-d is given to the Moshiach in Isa 9:5-6. The Hebrew words
Moshi'a and Go'el found in the books of Judges and Ruth point to this Savior-Redeemer
figure, the Moshiach. See Isa 49:26.
Three kings serve as foils in Isaiahʼs depiction of the Moshiach: Ahaz son of David,

Hezekiah son of David (compare Hezekiah's illness and recovery in 38:1-22 to Isaiah 53),
and the Persian King Cyrus, called Moshiach (45:1), because he saves the Jewish people
from the Babylonian Exile and sends them home to rebuild their land and HASHEMʼs Beis
Hamikdash. About 734 B.C.E. Rezin King of Damascus (Syria) and Pekah King of Israel
organized a coalition to rebel against Assyria. When Ahaz refused to join them and they
invaded Judah (7:1), Ahaz appealed directly to Assyria for help, beginning the process of
foreign invading armies and exile that would swallow his throne in 586 B.C.E. Assyria
captured Damascus (732 B.C.E.) and Samaria (722); and Babylon (defeating Assyria)
captured Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E. Isaiah warned Ahazʼs son and successor, Hezekiah about
the coming Babylonian captivity (see 39:5-7 and 6:11-12). Isaiah also prophesied about the
release from Exile and the return to the land (48:20f).
For prophesies by Isaiah against the nations, see 13:1—14:23; 21:1-10; 43:14-15; chp.

46—47 (Babylon): 14:28-32 (Philistia see ch. 20 on Ashdod); ch. 15—16 (Moab); 17:1-11
(Damascus); chp. 19—20 (Egypt); 21:11-12 (Edom); 21:13-17 (Arabia); ch. 23 (Tyre); 23:4,12
(Sidon); 10:5-19; 14:24-27; 37:33-35 (Assyria); 18:1-7 (Cush, Nubia south of Egypt). Isaiah
was well aware of Dt 4:26-27 which says that sin will cause the people to be “utterly
destroyed…and…only a small number of you will remain.” Isaiah was also aware of the
covenant reprisals in Dt 28:32-33,36-37,41,45-62. Therefore, when he begins to prophesy,
he sees only a few survivors left after G-dʼs scourge of judgment is finished (see 1:9; 10:22).
Isaiah foresees that Assyriawill be G-dʼs rod of judgment (10:5) against Israel, though later
G-dwould destroy the Assyrian hordes as He did the oppressiveMidianites in Judg 7:22-25
(see Isaiah 9:4; 10:24-27). The fulfillment of these veryprophecies, aswell as 30:31 and31:8
about the destruction of Assyria came in 701 B.C.E. (see 37:36-38) when the Assyrian army
was supernaturally defeated. Later, the capital of Assyria, Nineveh, would be destroyed
in 612 B.C.E., as Isaiah (31:8-9), Nahum, and Jonah had predicted. Isaiah also predicts the
Babylonian captivity (See Isa 39:5-7; 14:3-4).
It is important to keep the historical facts inmind, but, most importantly, that Moshiach

provides first spiritual peace (Isa.53:5; Ro 5:1) before He provides world peace (Isa 9:5-7).
1 The chazon (vision) of Yeshayah ben Amotz, which he saw concerning Yehudah and

Yerushalayim in the yamim of Uziyahu, Yotam, Achaz, and Yechizkiyahu, melachim of
Yehudah.

2Hear, O Shomayim, and give ear, O Eretz,
for HASHEM hath spoken;
I have nourished and brought up banim,
and they have rebelled against Me.*
3The ox knoweth his owner,
and the donkey his masterʼs evus;
but Yisroel doth not know,
My people doth not consider.

4Ah, goy choteh (sinful nation),
a people weighed downwith avon (guilt, iniquity),
zera of evildoers, banim of corruption;
they forsook HASHEM,
they have spurned the Kadosh Yisroel (the Holy One of Yisroel),

* 1:2 i.e., willfully floutedMy authority. See Isa 53:5,8
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they have turned their back on Him.†
5Why, seeing that ye will be stricken again,
will ye rebel stubbornly again?
The kol rosh is sick,
and the kol levav faint.
6From the sole of the regel even unto the rosh
there is no soundness in it;
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores;
they have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither soothed with shemen.

7Your country is desolate,
your cities are burned with eish;
your land, zarim devour it in your presence,
and it is desolate, as overthrown by zarim.
8And the Bat Tziyon (i.e., Yerushalayim) is left
as a sukkah in a kerem (vineyard),
as a shack in a cucumber field,
as an ir (city) under siege.
9Except HASHEM Tzva'os
had left unto us a very small remnant,
we should have been as Sodom,
and we should have been like unto Amora (Gomorrah).

10Hear the Devar HASHEM,
ye rulers of Sodom;
give ear unto the Torat Eloheinu,
ye people of Amora (Gomorrah).
11To what purpose is themultitude
of your zevakhim untoMe? saith HASHEM;
I am fed up of the olot (burnt offerings) of rams,
and the fat of fed beasts;
and I delight not in the dahm of bulls,
or of lambs, or of goats.

12When ye come to appear before Me,
who hath required this at your hand, to trample khatzerai (My courts)?
13Bring nomore futile minchot;
ketoret is an abomination untoMe;
Rosh Chodesh (NewMoon) and Shabbos, the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure aven (wickedness) and atzarah (solemn convocation).
14Your Rosh Chodesh and yourMo'adim
My Nefesh hateth;
they are a burden untoMe;
I amweary to bear them.
15Andwhen ye spread forth your hands,
I will hide Mine eyes from you;
yea, when yemakemany tefillah,
I will not hear;
your hands are full of damim.
16Wash you, make you clean;
put away the evil of your doings
from before Mine eyes;
cease to do evil;
17Learn to do good;
seekmishpat,
relieve the oppressed,
judge the fatherless,
plead for the almanah.

† 1:4 T.N. Here we see it is “My people” (Ex 6:6-7) who are stricken, whereas in Isa 53:8 it is Moshiach Ben Dovid who is
stricken for My people.
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18Come now, and let us reason together,
saith HASHEM;
though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.
19 If ye be willing and obedient,
ye shall eat the good of ha'aretz;
20But if ye refuse and rebel,
ye shall be devoured with the cherev;
for themouth of HASHEM hath spoken.

21How is the Kiryah Ne'emanah (Faithful City, i.e., Yerushalayim) become a zonah (harlot)!
It was full of mishpat;
tzedek lodged in it;
but nowmurderers.
22Thy kesef is become dross,
thy winemixed withmayim:
23Thy sarim (princes) are rebellious,
and companions of ganavim:
every one loveth bribes,
and followeth after rewards:
they give no justice to the fatherless,
neither doth the cause of the almanah come unto them.

24Therefore saith HaAdon,
HASHEM Tzva'os, Avir Yisroel (theMighty One of Yisroel),
Ah, I will relieve Myself of Mine adversaries,
and avengeMe of Mine enemies:
25And I will turnMy hand upon thee,
and refine away thy impurities,
and take away all thy alloy:
26And I will restore thy shofetim as at the first,
and thy counselors as at the beginning:
afterward thou shalt be called,
The Ir HaTzedek, the Kiryah Ne'emanah.

27Tziyon shall be redeemedwithmishpat,
and those in her whomake teshuvah with tzedakah.
28And the destruction of the poshe'im and of the chote'im shall be together,
and they that forsake HASHEM shall be consumed.
29For they shall be ashamed
of the sacred oaks which ye have delighted in,
and ye shall blush
for the gannot (gardens) that ye have chosen.
30For ye shall be as an oak
whose leaf fadeth,
and as a garden
that hath nomayim.‡
31And the strong shall be as tinder,
and themaker of it§ as a spark,
and they shall both burn together,
and none shall quench them.

2
1The Davar that Yeshayah ben Amotz saw concerning Yehudah and Yerushalayim.

2And it shall come to pass in the acharit hayamim,
that the Har Beis HASHEM shall be established
‡ 1:30 T.N. The unquenchable fire of the apostate in the first chapter points to the unquenchable fire of Gehinnom in the
last verse of the last chapter (66:24) and the loathesomeness of those there— Dan 12:2 § 1:31 the idol
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as the rosh of themountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all the Goyim shall flow unto it.
3And amim rabbim (many peoples) shall come and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to Har HASHEM,
to the Beis Elohei Ya'akov;
and Hewill teach us of His Derakhim,
and wewill walk in His Orakhot;
for out of Tziyon shall go forth the torah,
and the Devar HASHEM from Yerushalayim.
4And He shall judge among the Goyim,
and shall arbitrate for amim rabbim;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
Goy shall not lift up cherev against Goy,
neither shall they train for milchamah anymore.
5O Bais Ya'akov, come ye, and let us walk
in the Ohr HASHEM.
6Therefore Thou hast abandoned Thy people Bais Ya'akov,
because they have found their fullness from Kedem (the East),
and practice divination like the Pelishtim,
and they clasp hands contentedly with yaldei nochrim (children of foreigners).
7Their land also is full of kesef and zahav,
neither is there any end of their otzarot;
their land is also full of susim,
neither is there any end of their merkevot:
8Their land also is full of elilim;
they worship the work of their own hands,
that which their own etzbe'ot havemade;
9And adam are humbled
and ish are brought low;
therefore forgive them not.
10Enter into the Tzur,
and hide thee in the aphar,
for pachad HASHEM,
and for the hadar of His majesty.
11The lofty looks of adam shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of anashim shall be brought low,
and HASHEM alone shall be exalted in YomHahu.
12For the Yom L'HASHEM Tzva'os shall be
upon every one that is proud and lofty,
and upon every one that is lifted up;
and he shall be brought low:
13And upon all the cedars of Levanon,
that are high and lofty,
and upon all the oaks of Bashan,
14And upon kol heharim,
and upon all the hills that are lifted up,
15And upon every lofty migdal,
and upon every fortified chomah (wall),
16And upon all the oniyyot of Tarshish,
and upon all the beautiful ships.
17And the haughtiness of adam shall be humbled,
and the pride of anashim shall be brought low;
and HASHEM alone shall be exalted in YomHahu.
18And the elilim shall utterly pass away.
19And they shall go into the holes of the rocks,
and into the caves of aphar,
for pachad (terror of)HASHEM,
and for the hadar of His majesty,
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when He ariseth to shake ha'aretz.
20 In YomHahu aman shall cast
his elilei kesef, and his elilei zahav,
which theymade each one for himself to worship,
to themoles and to the bats;
21To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the crags
before pachad (terror) of HASHEM,
and for the hadar of His majesty,
when He ariseth to shake ha'aretz.
22Cease ye fromHaAdam, whose neshamah is in his nostrils:
for of what account is he?

3
1For, hinei, HaAdon, HASHEM Tzva'os,
doth take away from Yerushalayim and from Yehudah
supply and support,
the whole supply of lechem,
and the whole supply of mayim.
2The Gibbor, and the IshMilchamah,
the Shofet, and the Navi,
the Diviner, and the Zaken,
3The sar chamishim,
themen of rank and yo'etz (counselor),
andmasters in art,
and the expert enchanter.
4And I will make ne'arim (lads) to be their sarim,
and babes shall rule over them.
5And HaAm shall be oppressed,
every one by another,
and every one by his re'a;
the na'ar shall behave himself proudly against the zaken,
and the base against the honorable.
6When an ish shall take hold
of his brother of his bais avi, saying,
Thou hast clothing, be thou our katzin,
and let this ruin be under thy yad;
7 In YomHahu shall he protest, saying,
I am no curer of your ills;
for in my bais is neither lechem nor simlah (clothing);
makeme not a Katzin Am.
8For Yerushalayim is ruined,
and Yehudah fallen;
because their leshon and their deeds are against HASHEM,
to provoke the eyes of His kavod.
9The show of their countenance doth testify against them;
and theymake known their chet like S'dom;
they conceal it not.
Oy to their nefesh! For they do ra'ah unto themselves.
10 Say ye to the tzaddik, that it shall be tov with him;
for they shall eat the p'ri of their deeds.
11Oy to the rasha! It shall be rah with him;
for what his hands have wrought will be done to him.
12As for My people, children are their nogesim (taskmasters),
and nashim rule over them.
OMy people, they which lead thee cause thee to go astray,
misleading and swallowing up the Derech Orkhot (way of paths) of thee.
13HASHEM hath stood to accuse,
and standeth for Din (judging) the Amim (Nations).
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14HASHEMwill enter into mishpat
with the Ziknei Amo (Elders of His People), and the sarim thereof;
for ye have eaten up the kerem (vineyard);
the plunder of the oni is in your batim (houses).
15Whatmean ye that ye crush Ami,
and grind the faces of the aniyim?
saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os.

16Moreover HASHEM saith,
Because the Banot Tziyon are haughty,
and walk with stretched forth necks
and winking* eyes,
walking and tripping along as they go,
andmaking a tinkling with their feet;†
17Therefore Adonoi will strike with a scab
the kodkod (top of the head) Banot Tziyon,
and HASHEMwill lay bare their nakedness.

18 In Yom Hahu, Adonoi will take away the fine show of their tinkling ornaments about
their feet, and their headbands, and their crescent necklaces,

19 the earrings, and the bracelets, and the veils,
20 the diadems, and the ankle chains, and the girdles, and the perfume bottles, and the

lechashim (amulets),
21 the taba'ot (rings), and nose rings,
22 the machalatzot (festal robes), and the mantles, and the cloaks, and the charitim

(money purses),
23 the handmirrors, and the sedinim (linen coverings), and the tzenifot (turbans), and the

veils.

24And it shall come to pass,
that instead of fragrance there shall be stench;
and instead of a sash, a rope;
and instead of well-set hair, baldness;
and instead of a rich cloak, a wrapping of sak (sackcloth);
and branding instead of yofi (beauty).
25Thymen shall fall by the cherev,
and thy gevurah inmilchamah.
26And her gates shall lament andmourn;
and she being desolate shall sit upon ha'aretz.

4
1And in Yom Hahu (that day) sheva nashim (seven women) shall take hold of one man,

saying,Wewill eat our own lechem, andwear our own clothes; only let us be called by thy
shem, to take away our disgrace.

2 In Yom Hahu shall the Tzemach HASHEM* be beautiful and glorious,† and the p'ri
ha'aretz shall be the ga'on (pride) and glory for them that are escaped‡ of Yisroel.

3 And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Tziyon, and he that remaineth in
Yerushalayim, shall be called kadosh, even every one that is hakatuv lachayyim§(recorded
for life…RoshHashana theme) in Yerushalayim:

4 When Adonoi shall have washed away the filth of the Banot Tziyon, and shall have
purged the dahm of Yerushalayim from the midst thereof by the Ruach Mishpat, and by
the Ruach Ba'er (Spirit of Burning).

5 And HASHEM will create upon the whole place of Mount Tziyon, and upon her
assemblies, an anan and smoke by yom, and the shining of a flaming eish by lailah; for
upon all the kavod shall be a Chuppah.

6And there shall be a Sukkah for a shade in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of
refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain.

* 3:16 flirtatious † 3:16 ankle rings * 4:2Offshoot, Son; reference to the divine nature of the Tzemach or Son of

Hashem † 4:2 See the Tzemach Dovid/HASHEM1Y 1:7 ‡ 4:2 See the word she'ar (remnant), Isa 11:10-11 § 4:3
see Ex 32:32; Ps 69:28; Dan 12:1; Mal 3:16
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5
1Nowwill I sing of my beloved
a shirat dodi touching His kerem (vineyard).
My beloved had a kerem (vineyard)
in a very fruitful hill;
2And He dug it up, and gathered out the stones thereof,
and planted it with the choicest vine,
and built a migdal in themidst of it,
and also made a yekev (winepress) therein;
and He looked that it should bring forth anavim (grapes),
and it brought forth b'ushim (wild grapes).
3And now, O inhabitants of Yerushalayim,
and Ish Yehudah,
judge, now, betweenMe andMy kerem (vineyard).
4What could have been donemore to My kerem (vineyard),
that I have not done in it? Why,
when I looked that it should bring forth anavim,
brought it forth b'ushim?
5And now then;
I will tell you nowwhat I will do to my kerem (vineyard):
I will take away the hedge thereof,
and it shall be grazed upon;
and break down the wall thereof,
and it shall be trampled down;
6And I will lay it waste;
it shall not be pruned,
nor cultivated;
but there shall come up briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds that they rain nomatar (rain) upon it.
7For the KeremHASHEM Tzva'os
is Bais Yisroel,
and the Ish Yehudah
are the planting of His delight;
and He looked for mishpat (justice),
but, hinei, mishpach (bloodshed, rapaciousness);
for tzedakah, but, hinei, tze'akah (cry of distress).
8Hoy unto them that add bais to bais,
that join sadeh to sadeh, till there be nomakom (place, home),
that ye alone are dwelling in themidst of ha'aretz!
9HASHEM Tzva'os said inmy ozen,
Batim rabbim shall be in ruins,
gedolim and tovim, with no one to live in them.
10Yea, ten yokes of kerem (vineyard) shall yield 10 gallons,
and the homer (six bushels) of zera (seed) shall yield an ephah (three-fifths bushel).
11Hoy unto them that rise up early in the boker,
that theymay chase after shechar (strong drink); that continue until night,
till yayin inflame them!
12And the kinnor, and the nevel, the tambourine, and flute,
and yayin, are in their mishtehim;
but they regard not the Po'al HASHEM(the work ofHASHEM),
neither consider thema'aseh of His hands.
13Therefore my people* are gone into the Golus,
because they have no da'as;
and their men of rank are starved,
and their multitude parched with thirst.
14Therefore Sheol hath enlarged herself,
and opened her mouth without chok (limit);

* 5:13 See Isa 53:8
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and their nobility, and their masses,
and their throngs, and the reveler,
shall descend into it.
15And adam shall be abased,
and the ish shall be brought low,
and the eyes of the haughty shall be humbled;
16But HASHEM Tzva'os shall be exalted inmishpat,
and HaEl HaKadosh shall showHimself Kadosh in tzedakah.
17Then shall the kevasim feed as upon their pasture,
and the gerim (sojourners)will eat in the ruins of the rich.
18Hoy unto them that draw avon (guilt)with cords of deceit,
and tug at chatta'ah (sin) as with a cart rope;
19That say, Let Himmake speed, and hasten His Ma'aseh,
that wemay see it;
and let the Atzat Kadosh Yisroel (purpose of the Holy One of Israel) draw near and come,
that wemay know it!
20Hoy unto them that call rah tov,
and tov rah;
that put choshech for ohr,
and ohr for choshech;
that put mar for matok,
andmatok for mar!
21Hoy unto them that are chachamim in their own eyes,
and clever in their own sight!
22Hoy unto them that are Gibborim to drink yayin,
and anshei chayil to mix shechar;
23Which justify the rasha for shochad (bribe),
and take away the tzidkat tzaddikim from him!
24Therefore as the eish licketh up the stubble,
and the flame consumeth the dry grass,
so their shoresh shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust;
because they have cast away the Torat HASHEM Tzva'os,
and spurned the word of the Kadosh Yisroel.
25Therefore is the Af HASHEM kindled against His people,
and He hath stretched forth His yad against them,
and hath struck them down; and themountains did tremble,
and their nevilah were like refuse in the streets.
For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His yad is stretched out still.

26And Hewill lift up a banner to the distant Goyim,
and will whistle for him at the ketzeh ha'aretz; hinei,
they shall comewith speed swiftly;
27None shall be weary nor stumble among them;
none shall slumber nor sleep;
neither shall the ezor of their loins be loosed,
nor the thong of their sandals be broken;
28Whose khitzim (arrows) are sharp,
and all their bows bent,
the hoofs of their susim shall seem like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind:
29Their roaring shall be like a lion,
they shall roar like young lions;
yea, they shall roar, and lay hold of the teref,
and shall carry it away safe, and none shall deliver it.
30And in YomHahu they shall roar against them
like the roaring of the sea;
and if one look unto ha'aretz,
hinei, choshech and tzar (distress),
and the ohr groweth dark with clouds.
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6
1 In the year that the Melech Uziyah died, I saw Adonoi sitting upon a kisse, high and

lifted up, and His robe filled the Heikhal.
2 Above Him stood ministering the* seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he

covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he did fly.
3And one cried unto another, and said,

Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, is HASHEM Tzva'os;
kol ha'aretz is full of His kavod.

4 And the doorposts shook at the voice of him that cried, and the Beis† was filled with
smoke.

5Then said I, Oy (Woe) isme! For I amundone; because I am aman of unclean lips, and I
dwell in themidst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen HaMelech, HASHEM
Tzva'os.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his yad, which he had
taken with the tongs from off theMizbe'ach:

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Hinei, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
avon (iniquity) is taken away, and kapporah is made for the purging of thy chattat (sin).

8Also I heard the voice of Adonoi, saying, Whom shall I send, and whowill go for Us?
Then said I, Hineini; sendme.
9And He said, Go, and tell this people:

Hear ye indeed, but understand not;
and see indeed, but perceive not.
10Make the lev HaAm hazeh stubborn,
andmake their ears stopped up,
their eyes heavy; lest they see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears,
and understand with their lev.
And have a spiritual turnaround conversion,
and be healed.
11Then cried I, Adonoi, admosai (howmuch longer [will this go on])?
And He answered,
Until the towns be wasted without inhabitant,
and the batim (houses) are without man,
and the ground be utterly desolate, a wilderness,
12And HASHEM have removedmen far away,
and there bemany forsaken places within the land.
13But yet in it shall be a tenth,
and it shall be given up to destruction,
like the terebinth and like the oak,
when they are felled, leave‡ a root-stump:
so the root-stump shall be the zera kodesh.§

7
1And it came to pass in the yamim of Achaz ben Yotam ben Uziyahu, Melech Yehudah,

that Retzin Melech Aram (Syria), and Pekach ben Remalyahu Melech Yisroel, went up
toward Yerushalayim to war against her, but could not prevail over her.

2And itwas told the Bais Dovid, saying, Aram (Syria) is alliedwith Ephrayim. Andhis lev
was shaken, and the lev of his people, like the trees of the forest are shakenwith thewind.

3Then saidHASHEMunto Yeshayah, Go forthnow tomeetAchaz, thou, and Shear-Yashuv
(A RemnantWill Return) thy ben, at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool on the road
to the Fullerʼs Field;

4Andsayuntohim, Takeheed, andstaycalm; fearnot, neitherbe faintheartedbecauseof
the two stubs of these smoking firebrands, because of the fierce anger of Retzin and Aram
(Syria), and of the ben Remalyahu;

5 Or because Aram (Syria), Ephrayim, and ben Remalyahu, have plotted your ruin,
saying,

6Let us go up against Yehudah, and trouble it, and let us divide it for ourselves, and set a
melech in themidst of it, even ben Tav'el;

* 6:2flaming † 6:4Hamikdash ‡ 6:13as a remnant § 6:13T.N. This next chapter is possibly themost important
in the Bible and is dealt with in The Translator to the Reader.
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7Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.
8For the rosh of Aram (Syria) is Damascus,
and the rosh of Damascus is Retzin;
and within threescore and five shanah
shall Ephrayim be broken, that it be not a people.
9And the rosh of Ephrayim is Shomron,
and the rosh of Shomron is ben Remalyahu.
If ye will not stand in emunah,
then you shall not stand at all.

10Moreover, HASHEM spoke again unto Achaz, saying,
11Ask thee an ot (sign) of HASHEM Eloheicha; ask it either in the deepest depths or in the

highest heights.
12But Achaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt HASHEM.
13And he (Yeshayah) said, Hear ye now, O Bais Dovid; Is it a small thing for you to weary

anashim, but will ye wearymy G-d also?
14Therefore Adonoi Himself shall give you an ot (sign); Hinei, HaAlmah (the unmarried

youngvirgin) shall conceive, andbear Ben, and shall call Shmo ImmanuEl (G-d iswithus).*
15 Curds and honey shall he eat at the time that he knows to refuse the rah, and choose

the tov.
16 For before the na'ar (boy) shall understand to refuse the rah, and choose the tov, the

adamah (land)will be desolate, of whose twomelachim thou art afraid.
17HASHEM shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon the Bais of thy father,

yamim such as have not come since the yom when Ephrayim departed from Yehudah:†
evenMelech Ashur (Assyria).

18And it shall come to pass in that yom, thatHASHEM shall whistle for the fly that is in the
uttermost part of the Nile of Mitzrayim, and for the bee that is in Eretz Ashur.

19 And they shall come, and shall settle all of them on the steep ravines, and in the
crevices of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all water holes.

20 In the sameyomshall Adonoi shavewith a razor that is hired, namely, by thembeyond
the river, byMelech Ashur, the head, and the hair of the legs; and it shall also consume the
beard.

21And it shall come to pass in that yom, that aman shall keep alive a young cow, and two
sheep;

22And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of cholov that they shall give, he shall eat
cream; for thickenedmilk and devash shall every one eat that is left in the land.

23 And it shall come to pass in that yom, that every place shall be, where there were a
thousand gefen worth a thousand kesef, it shall even be for briers and thorns.

24With arrows and with bows shall men come there; because kol ha'aretz shall become
briers and thorns.

25And on all hills that were hoed with a hoe, thou shall not come there for fear of briers
and thorns; but it shall be for pasturing of cattle, and for the treading place of seh.

8
1Moreover HASHEM said untome, Take thee a gillayon gadol (great slab), andwrite on it

with cheret enosh concerningMaher Shalal ChashBaz (The Spoil Speeds, theBootyHastens
[i.e., the comingAssyriandefeatof Syriaand Israel is imminentand the lifeof this sonof Isaiah
is a prophetic time line. See verse 4 below]).

2And I took unto me edim ne'emanim (faithful witnesses) to record, Uriyah the kohen,
and Zecharyah ben Yeverekhyahu.

3And Iwent unto the neviah; and she conceived, andbore ben. Then saidHASHEM tome,
Call shmoMaher Shalal Chash Baz.

4 For before the na'ar shall have da'as to cry, Avi, or Immi, the chayil Damascus and the
spoil of Shomron shall be carried off before Melech Ashur.

5HASHEM spoke also untome again, saying,

6Forasmuch as HaAmHaZeh refuseth
the waters of Shiloach that flow softly,

* 7:14 See extensive commentary in The Translator To The Reader † 7:17 2Kgs 15:29; 16:9
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and delight in* Retzin and Ben Remalyahu;
7Now therefore, hinei, Adonoi bringeth up upon them
the waters of the river, strong andmany,
evenMelech Ashur, and all his kavod;
and he shall come up over all his channels,
and go over all his banks;
8And he shall swirl into Yehudah;
he shall overflow and go over,
he shall reach even to the neck;
and the stretching out of his wings
shall fill the breadth of Thy eretz, O Immanu El.
9Exasperate yourselves, O ye Amim (Nations), and ye shall be broken in pieces;
and give ear, all ye of far countries;
gird yourselves for battle, and ye shall be broken in pieces;
gird yourselves for battle, and ye shall be broken in pieces.
10Consult etzah (counsel, plan), and it shall come to naught;
speak the davar, and it shall not stand;
for Immanu El (G-d is with us).

11 For HASHEM hath spoken thus to me with chezkat haYad, and instructed me that I
should not walk in the Derech HaAmHaZeh, saying,

12 Call ye not Kesher (Conspiracy) all that this people calls kesher; neither fear ye their
fear, nor be in dread.

13RegardHASHEMTzva'os as kodesh; and letHimbeyour fear, and letHimbeyourdread.
14 And He shall be for a Mikdash; but for an Even Negef (Stone of Stumbling) and for a

Tzur Michshol to both the Batei Yisroel, for a pach (snare) and for a mokesh (trap) to the
inhabitants of Yerushalayim.

15And rabbim (many) among themshall stumble, and fall, andbebroken, andbe snared,
and be taken.

16 Bind up† the te'udah (testimony), chatom (seal up) the torah (teaching) among my
disciples.

17And I will wait for HASHEM, that hideth His face from the Bais Ya'akov, and I will look‡
for Him.

18Hinei, I and the yeladim whom HASHEM hath given me are for otot and for mofetim§
in Yisroel fromHASHEM Tzva'os, which dwelleth inMount Tziyon.

19And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto mediums that have familiar spirits, and
unto spiritists thatwhisper, and thatmutter: shouldnotAmseekuntoElohav? Should they
consult the mesim (dead ones) for the benefit of the chayyim (living)?

20To the torah (teaching ofG-d) and to the te'udah*(recorded testimony); if they speak not
according to Davar HaZeh, it is because there is no shachar (dawn, light) in them.

21 And they† shall roam about therein, hard-pressed and hungry; and it shall come to
pass, that when they shall be hungry, they shall fret themselves, and curse by theirmelech
and Elohav, and look upward.

22And they shall look unto eretz; and, hinei, tzarah and darkness, gloomof anguish; and
they shall be driven to darkness.

23Nevertheless therewill benogloom inher in anguish. InEtHaRishon (the former time)
Hebrought into contemptArtzah Zevulun andArtzahNaphtali, but acharon (afterward, in
the future)didbring tohonorDerechHaYam (Way to theSea, landbetweenSeaofGalileeand
theMediterranean), beyond Yarden, in the Galil HaGoyim.

9
1The people that walked in choshech
have seen an Ohr gadol;
they that dwell in the eretz tzalmavet,
upon them hath the Ohr dawned.
2Thou shalt multiply the Goy (Nation),
and increase its simchah;
they joy before Thee according to the simchat baKatzir,

* 8:6 alliancewith † 8:16 to preserve for the future ‡ 8:17 in hope § 8:18 See Zech 3:8 * 8:20 te'udah i.e.
prophetic record such as chapter 6 (see also in verse 16) † 8:21 i.e., the unbelievers, contrasted with those in v.13



YESHAYAH 9:3 740 YESHAYAH 9:17

and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
3For Thou hast broken the ol (yoke) of his burden,
and themateh (staff) of his shoulder,
the shevet hanogesh (rod of the taskmaster) of him,
as in the yom of Midyan.*
4For every boot of the tramping warrior in the battleʼs tumult,
and simlah (garments)megolalah (rolled) in damim (blood)
shall be for burning and
ma'acholet eish (food for fire).
5For unto us a yeled is born,
unto us ben is given;
and themisrah (dominion) shall be upon his shoulder;
and Shmo shall be called
Peleh (Wonderful), Yoetz (Counsellor), El Gibbor (Mighty G-d),
Avi Ad (Possessor of Eternity), Sar Shalom (Prince of Peace).
6Of the increase of his misrah
and shalom there shall be no ketz (end),
upon the Kisse Dovid,
and upon his kingdom,
to strengthen it, and to support it with mishpat
and with tzedakah from henceforth
even ad olam (forever).
The Kinat HASHEM Tzva'os will fulfill this.
7Adonoi sent davar against Ya'akov,
and it hath fallen upon Yisroel.
8And all HaAm shall know it,
even Ephrayim and the inhabitant of Shomron,
that say in the ga'avah (pride) and haughtiness levav (of heart),
9The levenim (bricks) are fallen down,
but we will rebuild with cut stones;
the sycamores are cut down,
but we will replace themwith cedars.
10Therefore HASHEM shall strengthen the adversaries of Retzin against him,
and spur on his enemies;
11The Syrians from the east, and the Pelishtim from the west;
and they shall devour Yisroel with openmouth.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His yad is upraised still.
12For HaAm turneth not unto Him that struck them,
neither do they seek HASHEM Tzva'os.
13Therefore HASHEMwill root out of Yisroel head and tail,
palm branch and reed, in yom echad.
14The zaken and prominent man is the head;
and the navi that is the moreh sheker (teacher of lies, false teacher) is the tail.
15For theme'ashrei HaAmHaZeh (leaders of this people) cause them to err;
and they that are led of them are destroyed.
16Therefore Adonoi shall have no joy in their bocherim,
neither shall havemercy on their yetomim and almanot;
for every one is a chanef (g-dless, hypocritical) and an evildoer,
and everymouth speaketh nevalah (folly).

For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His yad is upraised still.
17For wickedness burneth like eish;
it shall devour the briers and thorns,
and shall kindle in the thickets of the forest,
and they shall smoke upward like the lifting up of ashan (smoke).

* 9:3 See Judg 7:25
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18Through the Evrat HASHEM Tzva'os (Wrath ofHASHEMof Hosts)
is the land darkened,
and HaAm shall be ma'acholet eish (food for fire);
no ish shall spare his brother.
19And they grab on the yamin (right hand), and are still hungry;
and shall eat on the smol (left hand), and they shall not be satisfied;
they shall eat every ish the basar of his own zero'a;
20Menasheh against Ephrayim; and Ephrayim, Menasheh;
they together shall be against Yehudah.

For all this His anger is not turned away;
His yad is upraised still.

10
1Woe unto them that decree unrighteous chukim,
and that write decrees of oppression;
2To turn aside the needy from their rights,
and to withholdmishpat from the aniyyei Ami,
that almanot may be their prey,
and that theymay rob the yetomim!
3Andwhat will ye do in the Yom Pekuddah (Day Of Visitation, Reckoning)
and in the desolation which shall come from afar?
To whomwill ye flee for ezrah (help)?
Andwhere will ye leave your kavod (glory, riches)?
4Without Me they shall bow down under the prisoners,
and they shall fall under the slain.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
but His yad is upraised still.
5O Ashur, the rod of Mine anger,
in whose yad is themateh of Mywrath.
6 I will send him against a Goy Chanef,
and against the people of Mywrath will I give him a charge,
to take the spoil, and to take the plunder,
and to tread them down like the chomer chutzot (mire of the streets).
7But he intendeth not so,
neither doth his mind so consider;
but it is in his lev
to make an end of Goyim not a few.
8For he saith,
Are not my sarim altogether melachim?
9 Is not Kalno like Karkemish?
Is not Chamat like Arpad?
Is not Shomron like Damascus?
10 Just as my yad hath found
themamlechot haelil,
whose pesilim (molten images) did excel
them of Yerushalayim and of Shomron;
11 Shall I not, as I have done
unto Shomron and her elilim,
so do to Yerushalayim
and her atzabim (images)?

12Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when Adonoi hath performed His whole work
uponMount Tziyon and on Yerushalayim, Iwill punish the fruit of the proud lev ofMelech
Ashur, and the tiferet of his haughty eyes.
13For he saith,
By the ko'ach of my yad I have done it,
and bymy chochmah; for I have binah;
and I have removed the boundaries of the nations,
and have plundered their treasures,
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and like themighty I have subdued those on thrones;
14Andmy yad hath found like a ken (nest)
the riches of the nations;
and like one gathereth beitzim (eggs) that are left,
have I gathered kol ha'aretz;
and there was none that moved the wing,
or opened the beak, or peeped.

15 Shall the garzen (axe) boast itself against Him that cuts therewith?
Or shall the masor (saw)magnify itself against Him that useth it?
As if the shevet (rod) should shake itself against them that lift it up,
or as if the matteh (staff) should lift up itself,
as if it were not etz.
16Therefore shall HaAdon HASHEM Tzva'os
send among his fat ones leanness;
and instead of his kavod there will be kindled a burning
like the blazing of eish.
17And the Ohr Yisroel shall become an eish,
and His Kadosh a flame;
and shall burn and consume its thistles
and its thorns in Yom Echad;
18And shall consume the kavod of his forest and his fertile land,
even to nefesh and basar;
and shall be as a sick manwasting away.
19And the remnant of the etz of his forest shall be few,
that a na'ar could record them.

20 And it shall come to pass in Yom Hahu, that the remnant of Yisroel, and such as are
escapedofBaisYa'akov, shall no longer leanuponhimthat smote them; but shall leanupon
HASHEM Kadosh Yisroel be'emes.

21The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Ya'akov, unto El Gibbor.*
22 For though thy people Yisroel be like the chol hayam, only a remnant of them shall

return; destruction is decreed, overwhelming tzedakah.
23For Adonoi HASHEMTzva'os shall carry out kalah (destruction) decreed, even upon the

kol ha'aretz.
24Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os, O My people that dwellest in Tziyon, be

not afraid of Ashur; if he strike theewith the shevet, and lift hismatteh against thee, in the
manner of Mitzrayim.

25For yet a very littlewhile, and the za'am (anger, indignation) shall pass, andMinewrath
turn for their destruction.

26AndHASHEMTzva'os shall stirupashot (whip) forhimaswhenHestruckdownMidyan
at the Tzur Orev; and as Hismattehwas over the yam, so shall He raise it after themanner
of Mitzrayim.

27And it shall come to pass in Yom Hahu, that his burden shall be taken away from off
thy shoulder, and his ol from off thy neck, and the ol shall be broken from fatness.

28He comes to Ayat,
passes throughMigron;
at Michmas he hath left his supplies;
29They are crossing the pass;
they have taken up their lodging at Geva;
Ramah is afraid;
Givat Sha'ul has fled.
30Lift up thy voice, O Bat-Gallim;
Listen O Layshah, O poor Anatot.
31Madmenah hurries away;
the inhabitants of Gevim gather themselves to flee.
32As yet shall he remain at Nov this very day;
he shall shake his fist against the Har Bat Tziyon,
the Givat Yerushalayim.

* 10:21 See Isa 9:6 [5]
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33Hinei, HaAdon HASHEM Tzva'os,
shall chop the bough with great power;
and the high ones of stature shall be hewn down;
the haughty shall be humbled.
34And He shall cut down the thickets of the forest with barzel (iron),
and Levanon shall fall by Adir (theMajesticMighty One, i.e.,HASHEM).

11
1Andthere shall comeforthaKhoter (Branch)outof theGeza (Stem,Stump, Stock)ofYishai,
and a Netzer*(Branch) shall bear fruit of his roots:
2And the Ruach† of HASHEM shall rest upon Him,
the Ruach of Chochmah and Binah,
the Ruach of Etzah (Counsel)‡ and Gevurah,
the Ruach of Da'as and of the Yir'at HASHEM;
3And His delight shall be in the Yir'at HASHEM:
and He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes,
neither reprove after the hearing of His ears:
4But with tzedek shall He judge the needy,
and reprove withmishor (equity, justice) for the anvei eretz:
and He shall strike the earth with the shevet of His mouth,
and with the Ruach of His lips shall he slay the reshah.
5And tzedek shall be the ezor (belt) of His loins,
and emunah (faithfulness) the ezor of His waist.
6The ze'ev (wolf) also shall dwell with the keves,
and the namer (leopard) shall lie downwith the gedi (young goat);
and the egel and the lion whelp and the fatling together;
and a na'ar shall lead them.
7And the parah (cow) and the dov (bear) shall feed together;
their yeladim shall lie down together;
and the aryeh shall eat teven (straw) like the ox.
8And the yonek (sucking infant)
shall play on the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his yad
in the viperʼs me'urah (hole).
9They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My Har Kodesh;
for ha'aretz shall be full of the da'as HASHEM,
as themayim cover the sea.

10And in YomHaHu there shall be a Shoresh Yishai, which shall stand for a nes (banner)
for the peoples; to Him§ will the Goyim seek; and His menucha (resting place) shall be
kavod.

11And it shall come to pass in YomHaHu, that Adonoi shall set His yad again the second
time to recover the She'ar (Remnant) of His people, which shall be left,* from Assyria, and
from Mitzrayim, and from Patros, and from Kush, and from Eilam, and from Shinar, and
from Chamat, and from the islands of the sea.
12And He shall raise up a nes (banner)† for the Goyim,
and shall assemble the outcasts of Yisroel,
and gather together the dispersed of Yehudah
from the four corners of ha'aretz.
13The kinah (envy, jealousy) also of Ephrayim shall depart,
and the adversaries of Yehudah shall be cut off;
Ephrayim shall not envy Yehudah,
and Yehudah shall not harass Ephrayim.
14But they shall swoop down upon the shoulders of the Pelishtim toward the west;
they shall plunder them of the east together;

* 11:1 Netzer— see Tzemach, Moshiach Jer 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; 6:12; Ezra 3:8; which give as Moshiachʼs Namesake
Yehoshua/Yeshua; compareMt2:23 † 11:2Hakodesh ‡ 11:2 see Isa 9:5 § 11:10Moshiach * 11:11as survivors
† 11:12 banner i.e., send a signal
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they shall lay their yad upon Edom andMoav;
and the Bnei Ammon shall obey them.
15And HASHEM shall utterly destroy the leshon YamMitzrayim (tongue of the Red Sea);
and with His scorchimg Ruach shall He shake His Yad over the Nahar,‡
and shall break it into seven streams,
andmakemen go over dryshod.
16And there shall be amesillah (highway) for the she'ar (remnant) of His people,
which shall be left, from Assyria;
just as it was for Yisroel
in the Yom that he came up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

12
1And in YomHahu thou shalt say,
HASHEM, I will praise Thee;
though Thouwast angry withme,
Thine anger is turned away,
and Thou comfortedst me.
2Hinei, El is my Yeshu'ah (Salvation);
I will trust, and not be afraid;
for HASHEM G-d is my strength andmy zemirah;
He also has becomemy Yeshu'ah (Salvation).

3Therefore with sasson shall ye drawmayim out of the wells of Yeshu'ah (Salvation).
4And in YomHahu shall ye say:

Hodu LaHASHEM, call upon Shmo,
declare His deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that Shmo is exalted.
5 Sing unto HASHEM; for He hath done glorious things;
let this be known b'chol ha'aretz.
6Cry out and shout for joy, thou inhabitant of Tziyon;
for gadol is Kadosh Yisroel in themidst of thee.

13
1Themassa (burden) of Bavel (Babylon), which Yeshayah Ben Amotz did see.

2Lift ye up a nes upon the highmountain,
exalt the voice unto them,
shake the yad,
that theymay go into the gates of the nobles.
3 I have commandedMyMekuddash,
I have also summonedMy Gibbor for Mine anger,
even them that rejoice in My highness.
4The noise of a hamon (multitude) in the harim (mountains),
like as of an Am Rav;
a tumultuous noise of themamlechot (kingdoms) of Goyim gathered together;
HASHEM Tzva'os mustereth the Tzava (army) of themilchamah (battle, war).
5They come from an eretz merchak (a far country),
from the end of Shomayim,
HASHEM, and the weapons of His indignation,
to destroy Kol HaAretz.
6Wail ye; for the YomHASHEM is karov (near);
it shall come like shod (sudden destruction) from Shaddai.
7Therefore shall kol yadayim (all hands) fall weak,
and kol levav enosh shall melt;
8And they shall be afraid;
pangs and chavalim (pains) shall take hold of them;
they shall be in pain like a woman that travaileth in childbirth;
one shall be aghast at his re'a;
their faces shall be like flaming visages.
‡ 11:15 i.e., Euphrates River
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9Hinei, the YomHASHEM cometh,
cruel both with wrath and charon af (fierce anger),
to lay the land desolate;
and He shall destroy the chatta'im (sinners) thereof out of it.
10For the kokhavim of Shomayim and the constellations thereof
shall not give their ohr (light);
the shemesh shall be darkened in its rising
and the yarei'ach shall not cause its ohr to shine.
11And I will punish the tevel (world) for ra'ah,
and the resha'im for their avon (iniquity);
and I will cause the ga'on (arrogance) of the proud to cease,
and will lay low the ga'avah (pride) of the tyrant.
12 I will make enoshmore rare than rare gold;
even adam than the gold of Ophir.
13Therefore I will shake Shomayim,
and Ha'Aretz (the Earth) shall move out of her makom (place),
in the evrat HASHEM Tzva'os,
and in His Yom Charon Af.
14And it shall be like deer chased,
and like tzon not gathered;
each ish turning to his people,
and each fleeing to his own land.
15Every one that is found
yidaker (shall be pierced through, see Zech 12:10 for this sameword andMoshiach);
and every one that is caught
shall fall by the cherev.
16Their olelim (infants) also shall be dashed to pieces
before their eyes;
their batim (houses) shall be looted,
and their nashim ravished.
17Hineni, I will stir up theMedes against them,
which shall not regard kesef;
and as for zahav, they shall not delight in it.
18Their keshatot (bows) also shall tear ne'arim (youngmen) to pieces;
and they shall have no rachamim on the pri beten (fruit of the womb);
their eyes shall not pity banim.
19And Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms,
the tiferet ga'on Kasdim,
shall be as when Elohim overthrew
S'dom and Amora (Gomorrah).
20Lo lanetzach (not ever) shall it be inhabited,
neither shall it be dwelt in ad dor vador;
neither shall the Arab pitch ohel there;
neither shall the ro'im rest their flock there.
21But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there;
and their batim (houses) shall be full of owls;
and ostriches shall dwell there,
and demons shall dance there.
22And the wild beasts shall howl in their strongholds,
and jackals in their heichalot (palaces) of oneg (delight);
and her (Babylonʼs) time is karov (near, at hand) to come,
and her days shall not be prolonged.

14
1ForHASHEMwill have compassion on Ya'akov, andwill yet choose Yisroel, and set them

in their own adamah (land); and the ger (alien) shall be joined with them, and they shall
unite themselves to the Bais Ya'akov.

2 And the nations shall take them, and bring them to their makom (place, home); and
Bais Yisroel shall possess them as an inheritance in the Admat HASHEM(Land of HASHEM)
for avadim and shifchot; and they shall take their captors captive; and they shall rule over
their oppressors.
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3 And it shall come to pass in the day that HASHEM shall give thee rest from thy etzev
(sorrow), and from thy rogez (turmoil), and from the avodah hakashah (hard bondage)
wherein thou wast made to serve,

4That thou shalt take up this mashal against Melech Bavel, and say:

How hath the nogesh (oppressor) ceased!
How hast fury ceased!
5HASHEM hath broken thematteh (rod) of the resha'im (wicked),
and the shevet (sceptre) of themoshlim (rulers).
6Which struck the peoples in wrath
withmakkat bilti sarah (a continual stroke),
which ruled the Goyim in anger,
with unrestrained aggression.
7Kol ha'aretz is at rest, and is quiet;
they break forth into rinnah (joyful shouts).
8 Indeed, the cypress trees rejoice over thee,
and the cedars of Levanon, saying,
Since thou art laid down,
no hakoret ([forest] cutter) is come up against us.
9 Sheol from beneath is astir for thee
to meet thee at thy coming;
it stirreth up the refa'im for thee,
even all the attudei aretz (he-goat world leaders);
it hath raised up from their kise'ot (thrones)
all the melachim of the Goyim.
10Kullam (all of them) shall speak and say unto thee,
Art thou also becomeweak as we?
Art thou become like unto us?
11Thy ga'on (pomp, pride) is brought down to Sheol,
and the noise of thy nevalim (harps);
the rimmah (grave-worm) is spread out under thee,
and the tola'at (worm) covers thee.
12How art thou fallen from Shomayim,
O Heilel Ben Shachar (Bright One of the Dawn, Day Star, Lucifer)!
How art thou cast down to the earth,
thou, which hast laid low the Goyim!
13For thou hast said in thine lev,
I will ascend into Shomayim,
I will exalt my kisse
above the kokhavim (stars) of El (G-d);
I will sit also upon the harmo'ed (mount of assembly),
on yarketei Tzafon (on the heights of Tzafon);
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will makemyself like Elyon (theMost High).
15Yet thou shalt be brought down to Sheol,
to the lowest depths of the bor (pit).
16They that see thee shall gaze at thee,
and consider thee, saying,
Is this the ish (man) that made ha'aretz to tremble,
that did shakemamlechot (kingdoms);
17That made the tevel (world) like amidbar (desert),
and overthrew the towns thereof;
that would not release his prisoners to go home?
18Kol melachim (all kings) of the Goyim, even all of them, lie in kavod,
every one in his own bais (house, i.e., tomb).
19But thou art cast out of thy kever
like a rejected netzer*(branch);
and your raiment is those that are slain, thrust through with a cherev,

* 14:19 see Mt 2:23
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that go down to the stones of the bor (pit);
as a peger (corpse) trodden under feet.
20Thou shalt not be joined with them in kevurah (burial),
because thou hast destroyed thy land,
and slain thy people;
the zera of ra'im (evildoers)
shall never be renowned.
21Prepare thematbe'ach (slaughterhouse) for his banim
for the avon (iniquity) of their avot;
that they do not rise, nor inherit eretz,
nor cover the surface of the tevel (earth)with towns.
22For I will rise up against them,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
and I will cut off from Bavel the shem, and she'ar (remainder),
and offspring, and posterity, saith HASHEM.
23 I will also make it a possession for the hedgehog,
and swamps of mayim;
and I will sweep it with themat'ate (broom) of shmad (destruction),
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
24HASHEM Tzva'os hath sworn, saying,
Surely as I have intended, so shall it come to pass;
and as I have purposed, so shall it stand;
25That I will break Ashur (the Assyrian) in My land,
and uponMy harim (mountains) trample him under foot;
then shall his yoke depart from off them,
and his burden be removed from off their shekhem (shoulder).
26This is the etzah (plan)
that is purposed upon kol ha'aretz;
and this is the Yad (hand)
that is stretched out over kol HaGoyim (all the nations).
27For HASHEM Tzva'os hath purposed,
and who shall annul it?
And His Yad is stretched out,
and who shall turn it back?

28 In the year of themot HaMelech Achaz came this massa (burden, oracle):
29Rejoice not thou, all ye of Peleshet (Philistia),
because the shevet (rod) of him that struck thee is broken;
for out of the shoresh nachash (snakeʼs root) shall spring up a viper,
and its pri (fruit) shall be a fiery flying serpent.
30And the bechorei dalim (the firstborn of the poor ones) shall eat,
and the evyonim (needy ones) shall lie down in safety;
and I will kill thy shoresh (root)with ra'av (famine),
and it shall slay thy she'erit (remnant, survivors).
31Wail, O sha'ar (gate);
howl, O ir;
all ye of Peleshet, melt away;
for there shall come from the tzafon (north)anashan (smoke), andnone shall be a straggler

in his ranks.
32What shall one then answer themalachim (messengers) of the nation?
That HASHEM hath established Tziyon,
and the afflicted of His people shall take refuge in her.

15
1Themassa (burden) of Moav:

Because in the lailah (night) Ar of Moav is destroyed,
and brought to silence;
because in the lailah Kir of Moav is destroyed,
and brought to silence;
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2He is gone up to the [idol] temple, and to Divon,
the* high places, to weep:
Moav shall howl over Nevo, and over Medeva;
on all their rosh shall be shaved heads,
and every zakan (beard) cut off.
3 In their chutzot (streets) they shall gird themselves with sackcloth;
on their rooftops, and in their rechovot (open areas),
every one shall wail, falling downwith weeping.
4And Cheshbon shall cry, and Elealeh;
their voice shall be heard even unto Yahatz;
therefore the loins of Moav shall shake;
his nefesh shall be faint within him.
5My lev shall cry out for Moav;
his fugitives shall flee unto Tzoar,
and Eglat-Shelishiyah;
for by the Ascent of Luchit
with bekhi (weeping) shall they go up;
for on the Derech Choronayim
they shall raise up a lament because of destruction.
6For the waters of Nimrim shall be dried up;
for the khatzir (grass) is withered away,
the desheh (vegetation) faileth,
yerek (green) there is none,
7Therefore the possessions they have gotten,
and that which they have laid up,
shall they carry away to the Nakhal HaAravim (Ravine ofWillows).
8For the cry is gone
all around the borders of Moav;
the outcry thereof unto Eglayim,
and the wailing thereof unto Be'er Elim.
9For the waters of Dimon shall be full of dahm;
for I will bringmore upon Dimon,
aryeh (lion) upon him that escapeth of Moav,
and upon she'erit adamah (the remnant of the land).

16
1 Send ye the lamb to theMoshel-Eretz,
from Sela by way of themidbar,
unto Har Bat Tziyon.
2For it shall be, that,
as an oph noded (wandering bird) cast out of the ken (nest),
so the Banot Moav shall be
at the fords of the Arnon.
3Give us etzah (counsel, advice); make pelilah (decision, justice);
cast thy tzel as the lailah in themidst of tzahorayim;
hide the fugitives;
betray not him that is refugee.
4Let fugitives of Moav dwell with thee;
be thou a seter (shelter, hiding place) to them from before the shoded (destroyer);
for the oppressor is at an end,
shod (destruction) ceaseth,
the aggressors are consumed out of HaAretz.
5And in chesed shall the kisse be established;
and sitting upon it in emes in the Ohel Dovid,
a Shofet seekingmishpat,
and hastening tzedek.
6We have heard of the ga'onMoav;
he is very proud;
even of his ga'avah (haughtiness), and his ga'on, and his insolence;

* 15:2 idolatrous
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but his boasts shall not be so.
7Therefore shall Moav wail for Moav,
everyone shall wail;
for the raisin cakes of Kir Chareset shall ye mourn;
surely as they who grieve.

8For the fields of Cheshbon languish,
and the gefen of Sivmah;
Ba'alei Goyim have broken down the choicest vines thereof,
they reached even unto Yazer,
they wandered to themidbar;
her shoots are stretched out,
they are gone over the yam.
9Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Yazer
the gefen of Sivmah;
I will water thee withmy tears,
O Cheshbon, and Elealeh;
for the shouting for thy summer fruits
and for thy katzir has fallen away.
10And simchah is taken away,
and gladness out of the carmel (fruitful field),
and in the kramim (vineyards) there shall be no singing,
neither shall there be shouting;
the treaders shall tread out no yayin in their presses;
I havemade their vintage shouting to cease.
11Therefore my heart shall lament like a kinnor (harp) for Moav,
andmine inmost being for Kir-Charesh.

12And it shall come to pass, when it is seen that Moav is weary on the high place, that he
shall come to his mikdash (sanctuary) to pray; but he shall not prevail.

13This is the Davar that HASHEM hath spoken earlier concerningMoav.
14 But now HASHEM hath spoken, saying, Within shalosh shanim, as the shenei sachir

(years of a hired man), and the kavod Moav shall be degraded, with all that hamon harav
(greatmultitude); and the remnant shall be very small and feeble.

17
1Themassa (burden) of Damascus:

Hinei, Damascus is taken away from being a city,
and it shall be a heap of ruins.
2The cities of Aro'er are deserted;
they shall be for adarim (flocks),
which shall lie down,
and none shall make them afraid.
3The fortified city also shall cease from Ephrayim,
and themamlechah from Damascus,
and the remnant of Aram (Syria);
they shall be like the kavod Bnei Yisroel,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

4And in that day it shall come to pass,
that the kavod Ya'akov shall fade,
and the fatness of his basar shall waste away.
5And it shall be as when the katzir (reaper, harvester) gathereth the standing grain,
and reapeth the heads of grain with his zero'a;
and it shall be as when one gleans heads of grain
in the Emek Repha'im.
6Yet a remnant of gleanings shall be left in it,
as the beating of a zayit (olive tree),
two or three olives in the rosh of the uppermost olive branch,
four or five in the poriyyah (fruitful) olive branches thereof,
saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel.
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7At that day shall ha'adam look to Oseihu (hisMaker), and his eyes shall have respect to
Kadosh Yisroel.

8And he shall not look to the mizbechot, the ma'aseh of his hands, neither shall respect
that which his etzbe'ot (fingers) havemade, either the Asherim or the incense altars.

9 In that day shall their strong cities be like abandoned places in the choresh (thicket), or
like branches they abandoned before the Bnei Yisroel; and there shall be desolation.
10Because thou hast forgotten the G-d of thy salvation,
and hast not beenmindful of the Tzur of thyMa'oz;
therefore shalt thou plant delightful plants,
and shalt set themwith zemorat zar (foreign vines).
11 In the day thou shalt set out thy plants to make them grow,
and in the boker shalt thou bring thy zera to blossom;
but the katzir (harvest) shall be a heap
in the day of sickness and of incurable pain.
12Oy to themultitude of amim rabbim,
whichmake an uproar like the roaring of the seas;
and to the uproar of nations,
that make a roar like the roar of mighty waters.
13The nations shall roar like the roaring of mayim rabbim;
but He shall rebuke them,
and they shall flee far off,
and shall be chased as themotz (chaff) of the harim before the ruach,
and like whirling dust before the storm.
14And hinei at erev, terror;
and before boker, he [that terrorizes] is nomore.
This is the chelek of them that loot us,
and the goral (lot) of them that plunder us.

18
1Oy to the Eretz Tziltzal Kenafayim (Land ofWhirringWings, i.e., Ethiopia),
which is beyond the rivers of Kush;
2That sendeth envoys by the yam,
even in vessels of gomeh (papyrus) upon themayim, saying,
Go, ye swift malachim, to a Goy (nation) tall and smooth of skin,
to an AmNorah far away on the other side;
a Goy powerful and treading down,
whose land the neharim (rivers) divide!
3All ye inhabitants of the Tevel,
and dwellers of Eretz,
when a nes (battle flag) is lifted up on the harim, look;
and when a shofar is blown, listen!
4For so HASHEM said untome,
I will remain quiet in My rest,
and I will consider fromMy dwelling place like shimmering chom (heat) in the ohr,
and like a cloud of tal (dew) in the chom katzir (heat of harvest).
5For before katzir (harvest), when the bud is perfect,
and the boser (sour grape, ripening grape) is ripening in the flower,
He shall both cut off the zalzallim (shoots)with pruning hooks,
and take away and cut down the netishot (tendrils, branches).
6They shall be left together
unto the birds of prey of the harim,
and to the behemat ha'aretz;
and the birds of prey shall summer upon them,
and all the behemat ha'aretz shall winter upon them.
7 In that time shall there be offered
in homage to HASHEM Tzva'os
an Am (people) tall and smooth of skin,
an AmNorah far away on the other side;
a Goy powerful and treading down under foot,
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whose land the neharim (rivers) divide,
even at themakom (place) of the ShemHASHEM Tzva'os,
Har Tziyon.

19
1Themassa (burden) of Mitzrayim:

Hinei, HASHEM rideth upon a swift cloud,
and shall come into Mitzrayim;
and the elilim (idols) of Mitzrayim shall tremble at His presence,
and the levavMitzrayim shall melt within him.
2And I will set the Mitzrayim against the Mitzrayim;
and they shall fight every ish against his brother, and every ish against his neighbor;
ir against ir, andmamlachah against mamlachah.
3And the ruachMitzrayim shall be disheartened within him;
and I will frustrate the etzah thereof;
and they shall consult the elilim (idols, false g-ds), and to the ittim (sorcerers, necro-

mancers),
and to the ovot (mediumswith familiar spirits), and to the wizards.
4And theMitzrayimwill I give over
into the yad adonim kasheh (power of hard taskmasters);
and a fierce melech shall rule over them,
saith HaAdon HASHEM Tzva'os.

5And themayim shall roll back from the yam,
and the Nile shall be parched and dried up.
6And the neharot (streams, canals) shall turn foul;
and themoats shall be emptied and dried up;
the reeds and rushes shall wither.
7The bare places by the Nile, by themouth of the Nile,
and everything sown by the Nile,
shall wither, be blown away, v'einenu (and be nomore).
8The dayagim (fishermen) also shall mourn,
and all they that cast hooks into the Nile shall lament,
and they that spread nets upon themayim shall languish.
9Moreover they that work in pishtan (flax),
and they that weave fine linen,
shall be in despair.
10And its foundations shall be broken in the purposes thereof,
all that make sachir (wages) shall be agmei nefesh (grieved).

11 Surely the sarim of Tzoan are fools,
the etzah (advice) of the wise counselors of Pharaoh is become senseless;
how say ye unto Pharaoh,
I am the Ben Chachamim,
the BenMalchei Kedem?
12Where are they? Where are thy chachamim?
And let them tell thee now,
and let them knowwhat HASHEM Tzva'os
hath planned against Mitzrayim.
13The sarim of Tzoan are become fools,
the sarim of Noph are deceived;
they have also ledMitzrayim astray,
even they that are themainstay of the tribes thereof.
14HASHEM hath poured a ruach iv'im (spirit of dizziness)
in themidst thereof,
causingMitzrayim to go astray in everyma'aseh thereof,
as a shikkor staggereth in his vomit.
15Neither shall there be anyma'aseh for Mitzrayim,
which the head or tail,
branch or stalk, may do.
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16 In that day shall Mitzrayim be like nashim; and it shall be afraid and fear because of
the shaking of the yad HASHEM Tzva'os, which He shaketh against it.

17AndAdmat Yehudah shall be a terror untoMitzrayim, every one thatmakethmention
of Yehudah shall be afraid in himself, because of the etzah (plan) ofHASHEMTzva'os, which
He hath determined against it.

18 In that day shall five cities in Eretz Mitzrayim speak the sefat (language) of Kena'an,
and swear allegiance to HASHEM Tzva'os; one shall be called, Ir HaHeres (The City of the
Sun).

19 In that day shall there be a mizbe'ach to HASHEM in the midst of Eretz Mitzrayim, and
amatzevah at the border thereof to HASHEM.

20 And it shall be for an ot (sign) and for an ed (witness) unto HASHEM Tzva'os in Eretz
Mitzrayim; for they shall cry out unto HASHEM because of the oppressors, and He shall
send them aMoshi'a, and a Rav (leader), and he shall save them.

21 And HASHEM shall make Himself known to Mitzrayim, and Mitzrayim shall know
HASHEM in that day, and shall worship and make zevach and minchah; indeed, they shall
vow a neder unto HASHEM, and perform it.

22 And HASHEM shall strike Mitzrayim; He shall strike and heal it; and they shall make
teshuvah even to HASHEM, and He shall be entreated of them and shall heal them.

23 In that day shall there be a mesillah (highway) out of Mitzrayim to Assyria, and the
Assyrian shall come into Mitzrayim, and the Mitzrayim into Assyria, and the Mitzrayim
shall worship with the Assyrians.

24 In that day shall Yisroel be the third with Mitzrayim and with Assyria, even a brocha
in themidst of ha'aretz;

25 Whom HASHEM Tzva'os shall bless, saying, Baruch Ami Mitzrayim, Ma'aseh Yadai
Assyria, and Yisroel Mine nachalah.

20
1 In the year* that Tartan cameuntoAshdod, (when SargonMelechAshur sent him,) and

fought against Ashdod, and took it;
2 At the same time spoke HASHEM by Yeshayah Ben Amotz, saying, Go and remove the

sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy sandal from thy regel. And he did so, going
arom (naked, stripped) and barefoot.

3 And HASHEM said, Just as Avdi Yeshayah hath walked arom (naked) and barefoot
shalosh shanim for an ot andmofet against Mitzrayim and Kush;

4 So shall Melech Ashur (Assyria) lead away captive Mitzrayim and Golus-exiled Kush,
ne'arim and zekenim, aron (naked) and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to
the shame of Mitzrayim.

5And they shall be afraid and ashamedofKush their expectation, and ofMitzrayim their
tiferet (glory, boast).

6 And the inhabitants of this coast shall say in that day, Hinei, such is our expectation,
where we fled for ezrah (help) to be delivered from Melech Ashur; and how shall we
escape?

21
1Themassa (burden) concerning theMidbar Yam (desert by the sea):

As sufot (whirlwinds) in the Negev sweep through;
so it cometh from themidbar, from eretz nora'ah.
2A chazut kashah (harsh vision) is declared untome;
the boged (traitor) dealeth treacherously, and the shoded (destroyer) destroyeth.
Go up, O Eilam; besiege, OMedia;
all the groaning she* caused have I made to cease.
3Therefore are my loins filled with pain;
tzirim (pangs) have taken hold uponme,
as the tzirim (pangs) of a woman in labor;
I was bowed down at the hearing of it;
I was dismayed at the seeing of it.
4My lev panted,
fearfulness seized uponme;
the neshef (twilight) of my longing

* 20:1 711 B.C.E. * 21:2 Babylon
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hath become untome as kharadah (shuddering horror).
5 [They are] setting the shulchan, spreading the tzafit (dining carpet),
to eat, to drink;
arise, ye sarim (princes), and anoint themogen.
6For thus hath Adonoi said untome,
Go, post the metzapeh (watchman),
let him report what he seeth.
7When he sees riders with a pair of parashim,
donkey riders and camel riders,
then he pays heed diligently with great care;
8And the one seeing cried out,
Adonoi, I stand continually on themitzpeh (watchtower) in the daytime,
and I am set in mymishmeret (guard duty) kol halailot (every night),
9And, hinei, here cometh amerkavah with aman,
a pair of parashim. And he answered and said,
Bavel (Babylon) is fallen, is fallen;
and all the pesilim (images) of her elohim (g-ds)
hath been shattered on the ground.
10Omy threshed,† and the grain of my goren (threshing floor);
that which I have heard of HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel,
have I declared unto you.

11Themassa (burden) of Dumah:‡

One calleth to me out of Se'ir,§
Shomer (watchman), what of the lailah?
Shomer, what of the lailah?
12The shomer said, The boker cometh, and also the lailah;
if ye will inquire, inquire ye;
shuvu (return), come.

13Themassa (burden) concerning Arabia:

In the ya'ar (forest) of Arabia shall ye encamp
O ye caravans of Dedanim.
14The inhabitants of Eretz Tema brought mayim
to him that was tzameh (thirsty),
theymet with their lechem him that fled.
15For they fled from the charavot (swords),
from the drawn cherev,
and from the bent keshet (bow),
and from the grievousness of milchamah (war).

16For thushathAdonoi saiduntome,Within a shanah (year), according to thewayayear
is counted by a sakhir (hireling, hired servant), all the kavod of Kedar shall end;

17And the remainder of the mispar (number) of archers, the gibborim (mighty men) of
the Bnei Kedar, shall be few; for HASHEM Elohei Yisroel hath spoken.

22
1Themassa (burden) of the Gey Chizayon (Valley of Vision):

What is it to thee now,
that thou art all gone up to the rooftops?
2Thou that art full of noise,
a tumultuous city, exultant city;
thy slain men are not slain with the cherev,
nor dead inmilchamah.
3All thy rulers are fled together,
they are captured by the keshet (bow);
all that are found in thee are captured together,
which have fled far away.

† 21:10 people ‡ 21:11 Edom § 21:11 Edom
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4Therefore said I,
Look away fromme; I will weep bitterly,
labor not to comfort me,
because of the shod (catastrophe) of Bat Ami.

5For it is a day of tumult, and of treading down,
and of confusion by Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os in the Gey Chizayon (valley of vision),
battering down the walls, and of crying to the har.
6And Eilam bore the ashpah (quiver)
with chariots of adam and parashim,
and Kir uncovered themogen (shield).
7And it shall come to pass,
that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots,
and the parashim shall set themselves in array at the sha'ar.
8And He removed themasakh Yehudah (covering of Yehudah, defense, protection).

Thou didst look in that day to the armor of the bais of the forest.*
9Ye have seen also the damage of Ir Dovid, that they aremany; and ye gathered together

the waters of the Lower Pool.
10And ye have numbered the batim (buildings) of Yerushalayim, and the batim (houses)

have ye torn down to fortify the chomah (wall).
11Yemadealso amikveh (reservoir)between the twowalls for themayimof theOldPool;

but ye have not looked unto the Maker thereof, neither had respect unto her Yotzer from
long ago.

12And in that day did Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os
call to weeping, and to wailing,
and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth;
13And hinei sasson and simchah,
slaughter of bakar and ritual slaughter of tzon,
eating basar, and drinking yayin;
let us eat and drink; for makhar we shall die.
14And it was revealed inmine oznayim by HASHEM Tzva'os,
Till ye die for this avon
there will be no kapporah,
saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os.

15Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os, Go, get thee unto this sochen (steward) even unto
Shevna, which is over the Bais (palace), and say,

16Whathast thouhere? Andwhomhast thouhere, that thouhast hewed thee out a kever
here, as he that heweth him out a kever on high, and that carveth amishkan for himself in
the rock?

17Hinei, HASHEMwill throw thee out, gever, and will surely seize thee.
18Hewill surelyviolently turnand toss thee likeakadoor (ball) intoawidecountry; there

shalt thou die, and there the merkevot (chariots) of thy kavod shall be the disgrace of the
Bais Adoneicha.

19 And I will drive thee from thy matzav (position) and from thy position shall He pull
thee down.

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will summon My eved Elyakim Ben
Chilkiyah;

21And Iwill clothe himwith thy kesones, and strengthen himwith thy avnet (sash) and I
will commit thymemshelet (authority) intohis yad; andhe shall be anav to the inhabitants
of Yerushalayim, and to the Bais Yehudah.

22And the mafte'ach Bais Dovid (key of the House of Dovid) will I lay upon his shekhem
(shoulder); so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.

23And Iwill fasten him as a yated (peg) in amakomne'eman (firmplace); and he shall be
for a kisse kavod to the Bais Aviv.

24 And they shall hang upon him kol kavod Bais Aviv, the offspring and the issue, all
vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of bowls, even to all that of large vessels.

* 22:8 the Kingʼs armory
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25 In that day, saith HASHEM Tzva'os, shall the yated (peg) that is fastened in the makom
ne'eman give away, and be cut down, and fall; and the massa (burden) that was upon it
shall be [violently] cut off; for HASHEM hath spoken.

23
1Themassa (burden) of Tzor:

Howl, ye oniyyot (ships) of Tarshish;
for it is destroyed, so that there is no bais, no entering in;
from the Eretz Kittim (Land of Cyprus)
niglah (it is revealed) to them.
2Be still, ye inhabitants of the ee (isle, island);
thou whom the sokher (merchant) of Tzidon,
that pass over the yam, have enriched.
3And bymayim rabbim, the zera (grain) of Shikhor,*
the katzir (harvest) of the Shikhor,† is her tevuah (produce, income);
and she is a Sakhar Goyim (market bazaar of nations).
4Be thou ashamed, O Tzidon; for the yam hath spoken,
even thema'oz (fortress) of the yam, saying,
I travail not, nor give birth,
neither do I rear bochurim,
nor bring up betulot.
5As at the report concerningMitzrayim,
so shall they be sorely pained at the report of Tzor.
6Cross ye over to Tarshish;
howl, ye inhabitants of the ee (isle, island).
7 Is this your joyous city,
whose antiquity is of ancient days?
Her own raglayim shall carry her afar off to sojourn.
8Who hath devised this against Tzor, the crowning city,
whose sokharim (merchants) are sarim (princes),
whose traders are the nikhbadei Eretz (honored of the Earth).
9HASHEM Tzva'os hath devised it,
to demean the ga'on (pride) of every beauty,
and to humble all the nikhbadei Eretz.
10Pass through thy land like the Nile, O Bat Tarshish;
there is nomore restraint.
11He stretched out His Yad over the yam,
He shook themamlakhot (kingdoms);
HASHEM hath given a commandment against Kena'an,
to destroy her ma'a'uzim (fortresses).
12And He said, Thou shalt nomore exult,
O thou oppressed Betulah, Bat Tzidon;
arise, pass over to Kittim (Cyprus);
there also shalt thou have no rest.

13Behold, Eretz Kasdim (land of Chaldeans); this people was not, till the Assyrian made
it for wild creatures; they raise up the siege towers thereof, they destroyed the palaces
thereof; and turned her to ruin.
14Howl, ye oniyyot Tarshish;
for your stronghold is destroyed.

15 And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tzor shall be forgotten shiv'im shanah,
according to the yamimofmelech echad; after the end of shiv'im shanah shall Tzor sing as
a zonah.
16Take a kinnor,
go about the Ir,
thou zonah that hast been forgotten;
make sweet melody,

* 23:3Nile † 23:3Nile
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singmany shir,
that thoumayest be remembered.

17And it shall come to pass at the end of shiv'im shanah, that HASHEMwill visit Tzor, and
she shall return to her hire, and shall commit fornicationwith all themamlakhot HaAretz
upon the face of ha'adamah.

18And her gain and her hire shall be kodesh toHASHEM; it shall not be treasured nor laid
up; for her‡ earnings shall be for them that live before HASHEM, to eat sufficiently, and for
choice clothing.

24
1Hinei, HASHEMmaketh Ha'Aretz empty, andmaketh it waste,
and ruineth her face,
and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.
2And it shall be,
as with HaAm, so with the kohen;
as with the eved, so with his adonim;
as with the shifcha (maid), so with her gevirah (mistress);
as with the koneh (buyer), so with themokher (seller);
as with themalveh (lender), so with the loveh (borrower);
as with the nosheh (creditor), so with the one owing him.
3HaAretz shall be utterly emptied,
and utterly plundered;
for HASHEM hath spoken this davar (word).
4Ha'aretz mourneth and fadeth away,
the tevel (world) languisheth and fadeth away,
the haughty AmHaAretz do languish.
5Ha'aretz also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof;
because they have transgressed torot,
changed chok (ordinance),
broken the Brit Olam.
6Therefore hath the curse devoured Eretz,
and they that dwell therein are guilty; therefore,
the inhabitants of her* are diminished,
and few enosh (humankind) left.
7The tirosh (newwine) faileth, the gefen languisheth,
all the simchei-lev (merryhearted) do sigh.
8Themirth of tambourines ceaseth,
the noise of them that rejoice endeth,
the joy of the kinnor (harp) ceaseth.
9They shall not drink yayin with a shir (song);
shechar (liquor, strong drink) shall be bitter to them that drink it.
10The city of tohu is broken;
every bais is shut up, that nomanmay come in.
11There is a crying for yayin in the streets;
all simchah is darkened,
the mirth of HaAretz is banished.
12 In the Ir is left desolation,
and the sha'ar is stricken with ruination.
13When thus it shall be in themidst of HaAretz
among the nations, there shall be as the shaking of a zayit (olive tree),
and as the olelot (gleanings)when the grape harvest is done.
14They shall lift up their kol (voice), they shall sing,
for the Ga'on (Glory) of HASHEM, they shall shout from the yam.
15Therefore glorify ye HASHEM in the Urim (east),
even the ShemHASHEM Elohei Yisroel in the iyyim (islands)† of the yam.
16From the uttermost part of Ha'Aretz have we heard zemirot (songs),
even glory to the Tzaddik (Righteous One).
But I said, Mywasting away,

‡ 23:18 Tzorʼs * 24:6 the earth † 24:15 See Isa 42:4
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mywasting away, Oy li (woe untome)!
The bogedim (traitors) have dealt treacherously;
the bogedim have dealt very treacherously.
17Pachad (fear), and the pachat (pit), and the pach (pitfall, snare),
are upon thee, O inhabitant of Ha'Aretz.
18And it shall come to pass,
that he who fleeth from the noise of the pachad
shall fall into the pachat;
and he that cometh up out of themidst of the pachat
shall be caught in the pach;
for the arubot (windows [see Gn 7:11]) from on high are opened,
and theMosedei Eretz (foundations of the Earth) do shake.
19Ha'aretz is violently broken down,
Ha'Aretz is completely split open,
Eretz is shaken exceedingly.
20Ha'aretz shall stagger to and fro like a shikkor (drunkard),
and shall shake like amelunah (watchmanʼs hut);
and the peysha (transgression) thereof shall be heavy upon it;
and it shall fall, and not rise again.
21And it shall come to pass in yom hahu (that day),
that HASHEM shall visit [in punishment]
the Tzeva HaMarom (Host onHigh, Pagan deities),
and themelachim of ha'adamah (kings of the earth)
upon ha'adamah (the earth).
22And they shall be gathered together,
as asir (prisoners) are gathered in the bor (dungeon, pit),
and shall be shut up in themasger (prison, dungeon),
and after many yamim shall they be visited [in punishment].
23Then the levanah (moon) shall be disgraced,
and the chammah (sun) ashamed,
when HASHEM Tzva'os shall reign
in Har Tziyon, and in Yerushalayim,
and before His Zekenim gloriously.

25
1HASHEM, Thou art Elohai;
I will exalt Thee,
I will praise Shimecha;
for Thou hast done peleh;*
Thy etzot (plans) of old
are emunah omen (perfect faithfulness).
2For Thou hast made an Ir a heap;
a fortified city,
a ruin;
the stronghold of the zarim (foreigners) to be rebuilt never more.
3Therefore even the am oz (strong people) shall glorify Thee,
the city of the ruthless Goyim shall fear Thee.
4For Thou hast been ama'oz (refuge) to the poor,
a ma'oz to the evyon in his tzoros,
a makheseh (shelter, cover) from the zerem (shower, storm, downpour),
a tzel (shade) from the chorev (heat),
when the ruach of the ruthless ones
is like a zerem (shower, storm, downpour) against a wall.
5Thou shalt silence the tumult of zarim,
as the chorev (heat) in a dry place;
even the chorev by the tzel (shadow) of a cloud;
the zemir (battle song) of the ruthless ones shall be brought low.
6And in Har Hazeh† shall HASHEM Tzva'os make
* 25:1 See Isa 9:6 [5] † 25:6 i.e., Mount Tziyon
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unto kol HaAmim
a fat mishteh (feast),
a mishteh (feast) of finest, aged wines,
of finest meats,
of the best wines of finest vintage.
7And Hewill destroy in Har Hazeh
the pnei hallot (the face of the covering, the [death] shroud) cast over all people,
and themasseikhah (overspreading veil) over Kol HaGoyim.
8Hewill swallow up HaMavet (death) lanetzach (forever);
and Adonoi HASHEMwill wipe away
tears from off kol panim;
and the kherpah (shame, disgrace) of His people
shall He take away from off kol ha'aretz;
for HASHEM hath spoken it.
9And it shall be said in YomHaHu,
Hinei, this is Eloheinu;
we have waited for Him, and Hewill save us;
this is HASHEM; we have waited for Him,
we will be glad and have simcha in His Yeshu'ah (Salvation).
10For in Har Hazeh‡ shall the Yad HASHEM rest,
andMoav shall be trodden down under Him,
even as straw is trodden down in dung.
11And He shall spread forth His hands in themidst of them,
just as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim;
and He shall bring down their ga'avah (pride)
together with the arvot (cleverness) of their hands.
12And the fortification of thy high chomot (walls)
shall He bring down, lay low,
and bring to the ground, even to the aphar (dust).

26
1 In that day shall this shir (song)
be sung in Eretz Yehudah:

We have an Ir Oz (a city of strength);
Yeshu'ah (salvation) is that which Hemakes [its] chomot (walls) and outer wall.
2Open ye the She'arim,
that the Goy Tzaddik (right-with-G-d people)
which is shomer emunim (keeping faith)may enter in.
3Thouwilt keep him in shalom shalom,
whose yetzer (mind-set) is stayed on Thee;
because he trusteth in Thee.
4Trust ye in HASHEM forever;
for in G-d HASHEM is Tzur Olamin;
5For He bringeth down them that dwell onmarom (high);
the lofty city, He layeth it low;
He layeth it low, even ad eretz;
He bringeth it even to aphar (dust).
6The regel (foot) shall trample it down,
even the feet of the oni (oppressed),
and the footsteps of the dalim (poor, downtrodden, needy).
7TheOrakhLatzaddik (wayof the just) ismeiysharim (altogether level, upright, direct ones);
Thou, O Yashar (Upright One, Straight One), straighten thema'agal (circuit) of the tzaddik.
8 Indeed, in the orakh of Thymishpatim, HASHEM,
have wewaited for Thee;
our ta'avat nefesh (yearning of soul)
is for Thy Shem, and for the zekher (memory, remembrance) of Thee.
9Withmy nefesh have I desired thee in the lailah;
yes, with my ruach withinmewill I seek Thee;
‡ 25:10 i.e., Mount Tziyon
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for when Thymishpatim are upon ha'aretz,
the inhabitants of the tevel will learn tzedek.
10Let grace be shown to the rasha,
yet he will not learn tzedek;
in the Eretz Nekhochot (Land of Straightforwardness) he will deal unjustly,
and will not regard the ge'ut HASHEM(majesty, exaltedness ofHASHEM).
11HASHEM, when Thy Yad (hand, power) is lifted up,
they will not see;
but let them see and be ashamed
of their kinat Am (envy of [G-dʼs] people);
indeed, the eish of Thine enemies shall devour them.
12HASHEM, Thouwilt ordain shalom for us;
for Thou also hast wrought
all our ma'asim (works, deeds) in us.
13HASHEM Eloheinu,
other adonim besides Thee have had dominion over us;
but by Thee only do we keep Thy Shem in remembrance.
14They aremesim (dead ones), they shall not live;
they are refa'im (dead ones),* they shall not rise;
therefore Thou hast visited and destroyed them,
andmade all their zekher (memory) to perish.
15Thou hast increased the Goy (nation, people), HASHEM,
Thou hast increased the Goy; Thou hast gained glory;
Thou hadst extended all the borders of the Eretz.
16HASHEM, in tzoros have they visited Thee,
they davened a lachash (whisper)
when Thymusar (chastening)was upon them.
17Like a womanwith child, that draweth near the time of her delivery,
in travail, and crieth out in her pangs;
so have we been in Thy sight, HASHEM.
18We have been with child, we have been in pain,
we have as it were brought forth ruach (wind);
we have not wrought yeshu'ot (salvation of any kind) in Eretz;
neither have inhabitants of the tevel (world) been born.
19Thymesim†(deadmen) shall live,
together withmy nevelah (dead bodies, corpses) shall they arise.
Awake and sing for joy, ye that dwell in aphar (dust);
for Thy tal (dew) is like the orot tal (morning dew),
and Eretz shall give birth to repha'im (dead ones).
20Come, My people, enter thou into thy chederim,
and shut thy delatot behind thee;
hide thyself for a little rega (moment, while),
until the za'am (wrath, indignation [of G-d]) has passed.
21For, hinei, HASHEM goeth forth fromHis Makom (place, home)
to punish the avon (iniquity) of inhabitants of ha'aretz;
ha'aretz also shall disclose her dahm,
and shall nomore cover over her slain.

27
1 In YomHahu HASHEM
withHis cherev hakashah v'hagedolah v'hachazakah (terrible and great and strong sword)
shall punish Leviathan the Nachash bari'ach (fleeing serpent),
even Leviathan that Nachash akallaton (crooked serpent);
and He shall slay the Tanin (serpent, devouring seamonster) that is in the sea.
2 In YomHahu sing ye about her,
A kerem (vineyard) of fruitfulness.
3 I HASHEM dowatch over it;
I will water it continually;

* 26:14 See Job 26:5 † 26:19 see also Dan 12:2
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lest any harm it,
I will guard it lailah va'yom.
4Chemah (wrath, fury) is not in Me;
but if there were briers and thorns set against Me inmilchamah,
I wouldmarch through it,
I would burn it together.
5Or let him* take hold of Myma'oz (stronghold, protection)
that hemaymake shalomwithMe;
yes, he shall make shalomwithMe.
6He shall cause them that come of Ya'akov to take root;
Yisroel shall blossom and bud,
and fill with fruit the face of the tevel.
7Hath He struck it,† as He struck down those that struck it?
Or is it‡ slain like the slaying of them that are slain by Him?
8 In measure, in the sending§ away,* Thou dost contend with her.
By His hard wind He removes her
in the Yom Kadim (day of the east wind).
9By this therefore shall kapporah bemade for the avon Ya'akov;
and this is full fruitage to take away† chattat;
when Hemaketh all the stones of the [heathen] mizbe'ach
like chalk stones crushed to pieces,
the Asherim poles and pagan incense altars
shall arise nomore.
10Yet the Ir Betzurah (fortified city) shall be desolate,
and the habitation forsaken, and left like amidbar;
there shall the egel graze, and there shall it lie down,
and strip bare the branches thereof.
11When the boughs thereof are dry,
they shall be broken off;
the nashim come, and set them on fire;
for it is a people of no understanding;
therefore He that made themwill not have compassion on them,
and He that formed themwill show them no favor.

12 And it shall come to pass in Yom Hahu, that HASHEM shall thresh from the flowing
Nahar (i.e. [Euphrates] River) unto the Wadi Mitzrayim, and ye shall be gathered one by
one, O ye Bnei Yisroel.

13And it shall come to pass in YomHahu, that the shofar gadol shall be blown, and they
shall come which were ready to perish in Eretz Ashur (Assyria), and those of the Golus of
Eretz Mitzrayim, and shall worship HASHEM in the Har HaKodesh in Yerushalayim.

28
1Hoy (woe, doom) to the ateret ge'ut (crown of pride),
to the shikkorei Ephrayim (drunkards of Ephrayim),
whose glorious beauty
is a fading tzitz (flower),
which are on the rosh of the verdant gey (valley)
of them that are overcomewith yayin!
2Hinei, Adonoi hath one, chazak and strong,
which as a tempest of barad (hail) and a destroying storm,
as a flood of mighty mayim overflowing,
shall cast them down to ha'aretz with the yad.
3The ateret ge'ut (crown of pride), the shikkorei Ephrayim,
shall be trodden under foot;
4And the glorious beauty,
which is at the rosh of the verdant gey,
shall be a fading tzitz,

* 27:5 the enemyofMyvineyard, the “brier” or “thorn” † 27:7 Israel ‡ 27:7 Israel § 27:8 of Yehudah * 27:8
in the Golus † 27:9 Yehudahʼs
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and as the bikkurah (first ripe fruit) before kayitz (summer); which when he that looketh
upon it seeth,

while it is yet in his palm he eateth it up.

5 In that day shall HASHEM Tzva'os be
for an ateret of glory,
and for a wreath tiferet,
unto the remnant of His people,
6And for a ruachmishpat
to him that sitteth inmishpat,
and for gevurah to them
that turn back themilchamah at the gate.

7But they also have gone astray through yayin,
and through strong drink are out of the way;
the kohen and the navi have erred through strong drink,
they are swallowed upwith yayin,
they are out of the way through strong drink;
they go astray from the vision,
they stumble in rendering decisions.
8For all shulchanot are full of vomit and filthiness,
so that there is nomakom (place) clean.

9Whom shall He teach da'as?
Andwhom shall Hemake to understand doctrine?
Them that are just weaned from cholov,
and just drawn from the breasts.
10For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line;
sham (here) a little, and sham (there) a little;
11 For with stammering safah (lips) and with lashon acheret (another tongue, different

tongue)
will He speak to HaAmHazeh.
12To whomHe said,
This is the menuchah (rest)wherewith yemay cause the weary to rest;
and this is the refreshing;
yet they would not hear.
13But the Devar HASHEMwas unto them
precept upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line;
sham a little, and sham a little;
that theymight go, and fall backward,
and be broken, and snared, and taken [captive].

14Therefore hear the Devar HASHEM, ye scoffing anashim,
that rule HaAmHazeh which is in Yerushalayim.
15Because ye have said,
We have cut a brit withmavet,
and with Sheol are we in agreement;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through,
it shall not come unto us;
for we havemade kazav our refuge,
and under sheker have we hid ourselves;
16Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
Hineni, I lay in Tziyon for a foundation an even (stone),
an even bochan (a tried stone), a pinnat yikrat (precious cornerstone), a sure foundation;
thema'amin (believer) shall not panic.
17Mishpat also will I make as themeasuring line,
and tzedakah to be the plumbline;
and the barad shall sweep away the refuge of kazav,
and themayim shall overflow the hiding place.
18And your brit (covenant)withmavet shall be annulled,
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and your agreement with Sheol shall not stand;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through,
then ye shall be trodden down by it.
19As often as it goeth forth it shall seize you;
for boker by boker shall it pass over,
by day and by night;
and it shall be a terror just to understand themessage.
20For thematztza (bed, mattress) is shorter than one can stretch himself on it;
and the blanket narrower than that he can wrap himself in.
21For HASHEM shall rise up as in Har Peratzim,
He shall be in wrath as in the valley of Giv'on,
that Hemay do His ma'aseh, His zar ma'aseh (strangework, foreignwork);
and bring to pass His avodah, His nochriyah avodah.
22Now therefore be ye not mockers,
lest your chains bemade chazak;
for I have heard from Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os
a destruction,
even determined upon kol ha'aretz (the whole earth).
23Give ye ozen, and hear my voice;
pay heed, and hear my speech.
24Doth the plowman plow kol hayom to sow?
Doth he keep turning and breaking the clods of his adamah?
25When he hathmade level the surface thereof,
doth he not sow the dill,
and scatter the cumin,
and plant in rows the chittah (wheat) and the se'orah (barley) in the appointed place,
and the spelt in their place?
26For Elohav doth instruct him,
and doth teach him properly.
27For the dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge,
neither is an ofan agalah (cart wheel) rolled about upon the cumin;
but the dill is beaten out with a rod,
and the cumin with a club.
28Grain for lechemmust be ground;
because he will not ever be threshing it,
nor break it with the gilgal (wheel) of his agalah (cart, wagon),
nor grind it with his parash.
29This also cometh forth fromHASHEM Tzva'os,
Who is wonderful in etzah, and excellent in wisdom.

29
1Hoy (woe, doom) to Ariel,* to Ariel, the city where Dovid dwelt!
Add ye shanah to shanah;
let chaggim (feasts) cycle around.
2Yet I will distress Ariel,
and there shall be heaviness and sorrow;
and it shall be untome as ariel (altar hearth).†
3And I will besiege thee all around,
and will lay siege against thee with towers,
and I will raise metzurot (siegeworks) against thee.
4And thou shalt be brought low, and shalt speakme'eretz (out of the ground),
and thy speech shall whisper out of the aphar,
and thy voice shall be, like an ov (mediumʼs that has a familiar spirit), out of the ground,
and thy speech shall whisper out of the aphar.
5Moreover themultitude of thy foes shall be like fine dust,
and themultitudeof the terrible ones shall be asmotz (chaff) that inpassingblowethaway;

indeed,
it shall be at an instant suddenly.
6Thou shalt be visited [in punishment] by HASHEM Tzva'os

* 29:1 i.e., Yerushalayim † 29:2 See Ezek 43:15



YESHAYAH 29:7 763 YESHAYAH 29:19

with ra'am (thunder), and with earthquake, and a kol gadol,
with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring eish.
7And themultitude of kol HaGoyim
that fight against Ariel,
even all that fight against her
and hermetzadah, and that besiege her,
shall be as a chalom (dream)
of a chazon lailah (night vision).
8 It shall even be
as when a hungryman hath a chalom, and, hinei, he eateth;
but he awaketh, and his nefesh is empty;
or as when a thirsty man hath a chalom, and, hinei, he drinketh;
but he awaketh, and, hinei, he is faint,
and his nefesh still thirsts;
so shall the multitude of kol HaGoyim be,
that fight against Har Tziyon.
9Pause, and wonder?
Blind yourselves and be blind!
They are drunken, but not with yayin;
they stagger, but not with strong drink.
10For HASHEM hath poured out upon you
the ruach tardemah (spirit of deep sleep),
and hath closed your eynayim; namely, that of the nevi'im
and your heads, you seers, hath He covered.

11And thewhole vision is becomeunto you as the devarimof a sefer that is sealed,which
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, now; and he saith, I am not able; for
it is sealed;

12 And the sefer is delivered to him that with the sefer has no da'as, saying, Read this,
now; and he saith, I cannot read this. With sefer I have no da'as.
13Therefore Adonoi says,
Forasmuch as this people draw near Mewith their peh,
and with their sfatayim do honorMe,
but have removed their lev far fromMe,
and their fear towardMe
is mitzvat anashimmelummadah (human commandments taught by rote);
14Therefore, hineni, I will again do an astonishing work among this people,
even amarvellous work and a peleh (wonder);
for the chochmah of their chachamim shall perish,
and the binah (understanding) of their sages shall vanish.
15 Hoy (woe, doom) unto them that go to great depths to hide their etzah (plan) from

HASHEM,
and their ma'asim are in the dark,
and they say, Who seeth us?
Andwho knoweth us?
16 Surely you have things turned around.
Shall the Yotzer be esteemed as equal with the khomer (clay);
for shall the ma'aseh say of him that made it,
Hemademe not?
Or shall the thing formed say of Him that formed it,
He had no understanding?
17 Is it not yet a very little while,
and Levanon shall be turned into a carmel,
and the carmel shall be esteemed as a ya'ar (forest)?
18And in that day shall the chereshim (deaf persons)
hear the devarim of the sefer,
and the eynayim of the ivrim
shall see out of obscurity, and out of choshech.
19The anaviyim also shall increase their simchah in HASHEM,



YESHAYAH 29:20 764 YESHAYAH 30:10

and the evyonei adam (needy of humankind) s
hall rejoice in the Kadosh Yisroel.
20For the terrifying one is brought to naught,
and the scoffer is consumed,
and all that strive for avon are cut off;
21That make an adam an offender with a devar,
and lay a snare for themokhiach (reprover, defender) in the sha'ar (gate, court),
and turn aside the tzaddik from justice.

22Therefore thus saith HASHEM, who redeemed Avraham, concerning Bais Ya'akov:

Ya'akov shall not now be ashamed,
neither shall his face now grow fearfully pale.
23But when he seeth his banim,
thema'aseh of Mine hands, in his midst,
they shall set apart as kodesh Shmi (MyName),
and set apart as kodesh the Kadosh Ya'akov,
and shall fear the Elohei Yisroel.
24They also that erred in ruach shall know binah (understanding),
and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.

30
1Hoy (woe, doom) to the banim sorerim (obstinately rebellious children), saith HASHEM,
that take etzah, but not fromMe;
and in their plans weave a web, but not of My Ruach,
that theymay heap up chattat upon chattat;
2That walk to go down into Mitzrayim,
and have not inquired at Mymouth;
to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh,
and to take refuge in the tzel (shadow) of Mitzrayim!
3Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame,
and the refuge in the tzel of Mitzrayim your humiliation.
4For his sarimwere at Tzoan,
and his malachim (envoys) came to Chanes.
5They were all ashamed
of a people that could not profit them,
nor be an ezer (help) nor profit,
but a shame, and also a cherpah.

6Themassa (burden) of the beasts of the Negev:

Into the eretz tzarah and anguish,
fromwhich come the lion and lioness,
the viper and fiery flying serpent,
they will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young donkeys,
and their otzarot (treasures) upon the humps of gemalim (camels),
to a people that shall not profit them.
7For theMitzrayim shall be hevel (vain) in help, and to no purpose;
therefore have I called her concerning this, Rahab Sits Idle.
8Now go,
write it before them on a luach (tablet),
and inscribe it on a sefer,
that it may be for a yom acharon l'ad ad olam;
9That this is a rebellious people,
deceitful banim,
banim that will not hear
the torah of HASHEM;
10Which say to the seers, See not;
and to the prophets,
Prophesy not unto us nekhochot (right things),
speak unto us chalakot (smooth things),
prophesymachatallot (deceits, illusions);
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11Get you off the derech,
turn aside out of the orach (path),
cause Kadosh Yisroel to cease from before us.
12Therefore thus saith Kadosh Yisroel,
Because ye despise this davar,
and trust in oshek (oppression) andwaywardness,
and rely thereon;
13Therefore this avon shall be to you
as a cracking breach ready to fall,
a bulge in a high chomah (wall),
whose breaking cometh suddenly in an instant.
14Andwhose collapse is as the breaking of the clay jar of yotzerim (potterymakers)
that is broken in pieces; it shall not be spared;
so that there shall not be found among its fragments a shard
to take eish from the fire,
or to takemayim therewith out of the cistern.

15For thus saith
Adonoi HASHEM Kadosh Yisroel;
In shuvah (returning) and rest shall ye be saved;
in quietness and in confidence shall be your gevurah (strength);
but ye would not.
16But ye said, No;
for we will flee upon sus;
therefore shall ye flee;
and, Wewill ride off upon the swift;
therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.
17Elef echad shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five shall ye flee;
until ye be left as a pole upon the top of the har,
and as a nes (banner, flag) on a hill.

18And therefore will HASHEMwait,
that Hemay be gracious unto you,
and therefore will He be exalted,
that Hemay have rachamim upon you;
for HASHEM is Elohei Mishpat;
Ashrei are all they that wait for Him.

19 For a people shall dwell in Tziyon at Yerushalayim; thou shalt weep no more; He will
be very gracious unto thee at the sound of thy cry; when He shall hear it, He will answer
thee.

20And though Adonoi give you the lechem tzar (bread of trouble), and themayim lachatz
(watersofaffliction), yet shallnot thymorim (teachers)hide themselvesanymore, but thine
eynayim shall see thymorim;

21And thine oznayim shall hear a davar behind thee, saying, This is the derech (road),
walk ye on it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.

22 Ye shall defile also the covering of thy peselim of kesef, and the clothing of thy
massekhot (cast idols) of zahav; thou shalt throw them away like amenstruous cloth; thou
shalt say unto it, Get thee from here.

23 Then shall He send the matar of thy zera (seed), that thou shalt sow the adamah
therewith; and lechemof the increase of the adamah, and it shall be rich and plenteous; in
that day shall thymikneh feed in broad pastures.

24Theoxen likewise and the youngdonkeys thatwork the adamah shall eatmash fodder,
which hath been spread with the winnowing fork andwith the winnowing fan.

25 And there shall be upon every high har, and upon every soaring hill, springs and
streams of mayim in the day of the great slaughter, when themigdalim (towers) fall.

26Moreover the ohr of the levanah (moon) shall be as the ohr of the chamah (sun), and
the ohr of the chamah shall be sevenfold, as the ohr of shivat hayamim (seven days), in the
day that HASHEM bindeth up the hurt of His people, and healeth the stroke of His wound.

27Hinei, the Shem of HASHEM cometh from afar,
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burning is His anger, and heavy is His cloud;
His safatayim (lips) are full of indignation,
and His lashon is like a devouring eish;
28And His Ruach, like an overflowing stream,
shall reach half-way to the tzavar (neck),
to sift the Goyimwith the sieve of shav (vanity, futility);
and there shall be amisleading bridle bit in the jaws of the people.

29Ye shall have the shir (song), as in the night when the chag is set apart as kodesh; and
simchat levav, as when one goeth with a chalil (flute) to come to the Har HASHEM, to the
Tzur Yisroel.

30AndHASHEM shall causeHis glorious voice to be heard, and shall cause the lowering of
His zero'a to be seen, with the indignation of His anger, and with the flame of a devouring
eish, with smashing, and tempest, and even barad (stones of hail, hailstones).

31 For through the voice of HASHEM shall the Assyrian be crushed, which struck with a
shevet (rod).

32And in every place where the matteh (rod) of punishment shall pass, which HASHEM
shall lay upon him,* it shall bewith tambourines and kinnorot; and inmilchamot (battles)
of brandishing will He fight against them.

33 For Tophet† is ordained of old; indeed, for Melech‡ it is prepared. He hath made it
deep and wide; the fire pit thereof is eish and much wood; the nishmat HASHEM(breath of
HASHEM), like a stream of gofrit (brimstone, burning sulfur), doth kindle it.§

31
1Woe to them that go down toMitzrayim for ezrah (help);
and rely on susim,
and trust in merkavot, because they aremany;
and in parashim, because they are very strong;
but they look not unto the Kadosh Yisroel,
neither seek HASHEM!
2Yet He also is chacham (wise),
and will bring rah (disaster),
and will not call back His devarim; but will arise against the Bais Mere'im (house of

evildoers),
and against the ezrat po'alei aven (the help of them that work iniquity).
3Now theMitzrayim are adam,
and not El (G-d); and their susim basar,
and not ruach. When HASHEM shall stretch out His yad,
both he that helpeth shall fall,
and he that is helped shall stumble,
and they all shall come to an end together.
4For thus saith HASHEM untome,
Just as the aryeh (lion) and the young lion roars over his prey,
when amultitude of ro'im (shepherds) is called forth against him,
he will not be afraid of their clamor,
nor disturb himself because of the noise of them;
so shall HASHEM Tzva'os come down
to fight for Mount Tziyon,
and for the givah (hill) thereof.
5As tzipporim (birds) flying,
so will HASHEM Tzva'os defend Yerushalayim;
defending also He will deliver it;
and paso'ach (passing over)Hewill preserve it.

6 Shuvu (turn ye, return) unto Him fromWhom the Bnei Yisroel have deeply revolted.
7For in thatdayevery ish shall cast awayhis elilimofkesef, andhis elilimof zahav,which

your own hands havemade unto you as a chet.
8Then shall the Assyrian fall by a cherev, not of an ish (man);

* 30:32 Ashur † 30:33 i.e., the place where humans are sacrificed to Molech in Gey Hinnom ‡ 30:33 Molech
§ 30:33 See Isa 66:24
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and a cherev not of adam (of mortals) shall devour him;
so he shall flee from before the cherev,
and his bochrim shall become forced laborers.
9And his rock shall pass away inmagor (terror),
and his sarim shall desert the nes (battle flag) in panic,
saith HASHEM,Whose fire is in Tziyon,
and His furnace in Yerushalayim.

32
1 See, a Melech shall reign in tzedek,
and sarim shall rule in mishpat (justice).
2And an ish shall be
as a sheltering hiding place from the ruach (wind),
and a seter (refuge) from the tempest;
as streams of mayim in a dry place,
as the tzel (shadow) of a great rock
in a weary land.
3And the eynayim of them that see shall no longer be closed,
and the oznayim of them that hear shall pay heed.
4The levav also of the rash shall understand da'as,
and the lashon of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly.
5The naval (foolish person) shall be nomore called noble,
nor the scoundrel said to be honorable.
6For the naval will speak foolishness,
and his lev will work evil, to practise khonef (hypocrisy),
and to utter to'ah (error, perversity) against HASHEM,
to leave unsatisfied the nefesh of the ra'av (hungry),
and he will cause the drink of the tzameh (thirsty) to fail.
7The schemes also of the schemer are ra'im (evil ones);
he deviseth zimmot (wicked schemes)
to destroy the poor with words of sheker,
even when the evyon (needy) speakethmishpat (justly).
8But the noble maketh plans that are noble;
and by noble things shall he stand.
9Rise up, ye nashim that are complacently at ease;
hear my voice, ye banot at ease;
give ozen untomy speech.
10Days and a shanah, then shall ye tremble,
ye careless nashim;
for the grape harvest shall fail,
the harvest of fruit shall not come.
11Tremble, ye nashim that are complacently at ease;
shake, ye complacent ones;
strip you, andmake you bare,
and gird sackcloth upon your loins.
12They shall mournfully beat upon their breasts,
for the pleasant fields,
for the fruitful gefen (vine).
13Upon the admat Ami (land ofMy People)
shall come up kotz (thorns) and briers;
indeed, upon all the batim (houses) of joy
in the city of merriment;
14Because the palaces shall be forsaken;
themultitude of the Ir shall be abandoned;
the citadel and stronghold shall be ruins ad olam,
a delight of wild donkeys,
a pasture of adarim (flocks);
15Until the Ruach* be poured
upon us from on high,
and themidbar become a carmel (fruitful field),

* 32:15Hakodesh
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and the carmel become a ya'ar (forest).
16Thenmishpat shall dwell in themidbar,
and tzedakah live in the carmel.
17And thema'aseh (work) of tzedakah (righteousness) shall be shalom;
and the effect of tzedakah
quietness and assurance ad olam (forever).
18Andmy people shall dwell in a naveh shalom (a habitation of peace)
and in securemishkenot (dwellings),
and in quiet menuchot (resting places);
19When it shall hail,
coming down on the ya'ar (forest);
and the Ir shall be utterly brought down in a low place.†
20Blessed are ye that sow beside all mayim,
that send forth there the regel of the shor (ox) and the chamor (donkey).

33
1Hoy (woe, doom) to thee that destroyest, and thou wast not destroyed;
anddealest treacherously, and theydealt not treacherously as a boged (traitor, treacherous

person)with thee!
When thou shalt cease to destroy, thou shalt be destroyed;
andwhen thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously as a

boged with thee.
2HASHEM, be gracious unto us;
we have waited for Thee;
be Thou their zero'a in the bekarim (mornings),
our Yeshu'ah (salvation) also in the time of tzoros.
3At the noise of the tumult the peoples fled;
at the lifting up of Thyself the Goyimwere scattered.
4And your shalal (booty, plunder, gain) shall be gathered
like the gathering of the locusts;
as the swarm of grasshoppers
shall men pounce upon them.
5HASHEM is exalted; for He dwelleth on high;
He hath filled Tziyon withmishpat and tzedakah.
6And He shall be the emunah (faithfulness, stability) of thy times,
a rich store of Yeshu'ah (salvation), chochmah, and da'as;
the yirat HASHEM is his otzar (treasure).
7Behold, their valiant ones shall cry in the street;
the malachei shalom shall weep bitterly.
8Themesillot (highways) lie in ruins,
the wayfaringman ceaseth;
he hath annulled the brit (covenant),
he hath despised the towns,
he regardeth no enosh (humankind).
9Ha'aretz mourneth and languisheth;
Levanon is ashamed and shriveled;
Sharon is like an aravah;
and Bashan and Carmel shake off their foliage.
10Nowwill I arise, saith HASHEM;
nowwill I be exalted;
nowwill I lift upMyself.
11Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth straw;
your ruach (breath), as eish, shall devour you.
12And the peoples shall be as the burnings of lime;
as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the eish.
13Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done;
and, ye that are near, acknowledgeMy gevurah (might).
† 32:19 of humiliation
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14The chatta'im (sinners) in Tziyon are terrified;
trembling hath seized the khanafim (hypocrites).
Who among us can dwell with the devouring eish?
Who among us can dwell withmokedei olam*(everlasting burnings)?
15He that walketh in tzedakot, and speakethmeisharim (right things),
he that despiseth the gain of extortions,
that guards his palms from accepting shochad (bribe[s]),
that stoppeth his ozen from hearing of dahm,
and shutteth his eynayim from seeing rah;
16He shall dwell on high;
his metzadot shall be the rocky fortress;
his lechem shall be given him; his mayim shall be unfailing.
17Thine eynayim shall see Melech in His yafeh (beauty);
they shall behold eretz that is very far off.
18Thine lev shall ponder terror.
Where is the sofer (scribe)?
Where is he whoweighs?†
Where is he that counts themigdalim (towers)?
19Thou shalt no longer see a fierce people,
a people of unfathomable language that is incomprehensible,
of a stammering lashon, that thou canst not understand.
20Look upon Tziyon, the city of mo'adenu (our appointed times, festivals);
thine eynayim shall see Yerushalayim
a quiet naveh,
an ohel that shall not be taken down;
not one stake thereof shall ever be pulled up,
neither shall any of the ropes thereof be broken.
21But there Adir HASHEMwill be unto us
amakom (place) of broad rivers and streams;
wherein shall go no galley with oars,
neither shall a mighty ship pass thereby.
22For HASHEM is our Shofet,
HASHEM is Mechokkeinu (our Lawgiver),
HASHEM is Malkeinu;
Hu yoshieinu (Hewill save us).
23Thy riggings are loosed;
they could not well strengthen their mast,
they could not spread the nes (sail);
then is the shalal (spoil, plunder) of a great plunder divided;
the pisechim (lame ones) take the plunder.
24And the inhabitant [of Yerushalayim] shall not say, I am ill;
the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their avon.

34
1Come near, ye Goyim, to hear;
and pay heed, ye peoples;
let ha'aretz hear, and all that is therein;
the tevel (world), and all things that come forth of it.
2For the ketzef HASHEM(wrath ofHASHEM) is upon kol HaGoyim,
and His chemah (fury, wrath) upon all their tz'va;
He hath utterly destroyed them,
He hath delivered them to the tevach (slaughter).
3Their slain also shall be cast out,
and their stench shall go up out of their pegarim (corpses),
and the harim shall be drenched with their dahm.
4And kol Tz'va HaShomayim (all the host of heaven) shall be dissolved,
and the Shomayim shall be rolled up like a sefer;
and all their tz'va shall fall,

* 33:14 see Dan 12:2 † 33:18 for Assyrian tax collection
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like the aleh (leaf) falleth from the gefen,
like that falling from the te'enah (fig tree).
5For My cherev shall be satiated in Shomayim; hinei,
it shall come down upon Edom,
and shall descend on the Am (people) of My Cherem (ban of destruction) in mishpat.
6The Cherev HASHEM(Sword ofHASHEM) is filled with dahm,
it is gorged with chelev,
and with the dahm of lambs and goats,
with the chelev of the kidneys of rams;
for HASHEM hath a zevach in Botzrah,
and a tevach gadol in Eretz Edom.
7And the re'emim (wild oxen) shall fall with them,
and the bull calves with the bulls;
and their land shall be soaked with dahm,
and their aphar (dust) enriched with chelev.
8For it is the YomNakam L'HASHEM(Day of Vengeance untoHASHEM),
and the Shnat Shillumim (Year of Retributions) for the cause of Tziyon.
9And the streams thereof* shall be turned into zefet (pitch, tar),
and the aphar (dust) thereof into gofrit (burning sulfur),
and the land thereof shall become burning zefet (pitch, tar).
10 It shall not be quenched lailah v'yomam;
the ashan (smoke) thereof shall go up l'olam (forever);
from dor to dor it shall lie desolate;
none shall pass through it l'netzach netzachim.
11But the desert owl and the screech owl shall possess it;
even the yanshuf (great owl) and the orev (raven) shall dwell in it;
and He shall stretch out upon it the measuring line of tohu,
and the plumbline of vohu.†
12For the nobles thereof
there shall be nothing to call a maluchah (kingdom)
and all her sarim shall come to naught.
13And sirim (thorns) shall come up in her citadels,
nettles and brambles in the strongholds thereof;
and it shall become the habitation of jackals,
and the abode for banot ya'anah (ostriches).
14The tziyyim (martens) shall also encounter iyyim (wild cats),
and a sa'ir (wild goat) calls to its companion,
and lilit (night creature) dwells there
and finds for itself a mano'ach (place of rest).
15There shall the kipoz (bittern) nest, and lay eggs,
and hatch and care for young under her tzel;
there shall the dayyot (kites, vultures) also be gathered,
every one with its mate.
16 Search ye out in the Sefer HASHEM, and read;
no one of these creatures shall fail,
none shall lack her mate;
for Mymouth hath commanded,
and His Ruach hath gathered them.
17And He hath cast the goral (lot) for them,
and His Yad hathmade the land assignment unto them bymeasuring line;
they shall possess it ad olam,
from dor to dor shall they dwell therein.

35
1TheMidbar (desert) and the Tziyyah (dry land) shall be glad over them;*
and the Aravah shall rejoice,
and blossom like the khavatzelet (lily).

* 34:9 i.e., of Edom † 34:11 See Gn 1:2 * 35:1 the redeemed of HASHEM, see 35:9



YESHAYAH 35:2 771 YESHAYAH 36:6

2 It shall bloom abundantly,
and rejoice even with gilat (rejoicing) and rannein (joyous singing);
the kavod haLevanon (glory of Lebanon) shall be given unto her (the Aravah),
the hadar (majesty) of Carmel and Sharon;
they† shall see the Kavod HASHEM(glory ofHASHEM),
and the Hadar Eloheinu (majesty of our G-d).

3Make ye the weak hands chazak (strong),
and steady the birkayim (knees) koshlot (feeble ones [knees] that giveway, i.e., of those of the

Golus returning to G-d in Tziyon).
4 Say to them that are of a fearful lev,
Be strong, fear not;
hinei, Eloheichem (your G-d)will comewith nakam (vengeance),
with Elohim gemul (divine retribution)
Hewill come and save you.

5Then the eyes of the ivvrim (blind people) shall be opened,
and the ears of the chereshim (deaf ones) shall be unstopped.
6Then shall the pisei'ach (lame) leap like the deer,
and the leshon (tongue) of the illem (themute, the people unable toutter speech) sing for joy;
for in themidbar shall mayim break forth,
and streams in the Aravah.
7And the sharav (burning sand) shall become an agam (pool, lake, pond)
and the thirsty land, springs of mayim;
in the habitation of jackals, where each [jackal] lay, shall be khatzir (grassland)
as well as reeds and gomeh (papyrus, bulrushes).

8And amaslul (highway) shall be there, and a derech (road),
and it shall be called The Derech HaKodesh (The Holy Road);
the tameh (unclean, impure person [see Isa 26:7]) shall not pass along it,
inasmuch as it shall be for them,
that is, the Holech Derech (Walker of the Road, i.e., whoever is the [Redeemed]Wayfarer on

the DerechHaKodesh),
even evilim (morally bad foolish people) shall not go astray thereon.
9No aryeh (lion) shall be there,
nor anyperitz chayyot (ravenous, dangerous, ferociousof [wild] beasts) shall go up thereon,
it shall not be found there;
but the Ge'ulim (redeemed people) shall walk there;
10And the Peduyei HASHEM(ransomed ones ofHASHEM) shall return,
and come to Tziyon with songs
and simchat olam (everlasting joy) upon their heads;
they shall obtain sasson (joy) and simchah (gladness),
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

36
1 Now it came to pass in the fourteenth shanah of Melech Chizkiyah, that Sancheriv

Melech Ashur came up against all the fortified cities of Yehudah, and captured them.
2 And Melech Ashur sent Rav Shakeh from Lakhish to Yerushalayim unto Melech

Chizkiyahwith a large army. And he stood by the te'alat haberekhah haelyonah (aqueduct
of the Upper Pool) on the highway of the sadeh of the launderer.

3Then came forth unto him Elyakim Ben Chilkiyah, whowas over the Bais (palace), and
Shevna the Sofer, and Yoach Ben Asaph, the Mazkir (secretary).

4 And Rav Shakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Chizkiyah, Thus saith the HaMelech
Hagadol, Melech Ashur, What bitachon (confidence) is this wherein thou trustest?

5 I say, Your etzah (counsel) and gevurah (strength) for milchamah (war) are only devar
sefatayim (words of the lips);* now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against
me?

6Hinei, thou trustest in themishenet (staff) of this broken reed, onMitzrayim; whereon
if an ish lean, it will go into his palm, and pierce it; so is Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim to all
that trust in him.

† 35:2 i.e., the desert and dry land in v.1 * 36:5words of the lips empty words
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7But if thou say tome,We trust in HASHEM Eloheinu; is it not He, whose high places and
whose mizbechot Chizkiyah hath taken away, and said to Yehudah and to Yerushalayim,
Ye shall worship before this Mizbe'ach?

8 Therefore give pledges, now, to adoni HaMelech Ashur, and I will give thee two
thousand susim, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

9How thenwilt thou turn away the face of one officer of the least of the avadim of adoni,
and put thy trust onMitzrayim for chariots and for parashim?

10And am I now come up without HASHEM against this land to destroy it? HASHEM said
untome, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

11Then said Elyakim and Shevna and Yoach unto Rav Shakeh, Speak now, thee, unto thy
avadim inAramit (Aramaic); forweunderstand it; and speaknot tous inYehudit (Hebrew),
in the ears of the people that are on the chomah.

12ButRav Shakeh said, Is it to adoneicha and to you that adoni has sentme to speak these
words? Hath he not sent me to the anashim that sit upon the chomah, that they may eat
their own dung, and drink their own urine with you?

13 Then Rav Shakeh stood, and cried with a kol gadol in Yehudit, and said, Hear ye the
words of HaMelech Hagadol, the Melech Ashur.

14 Thus saith HaMelech, Let not Chizkiyah deceive you; for he shall not be able to save
you.

15Neither let Chizkiyah make you trust in HASHEM, saying, HASHEM will surely save us;
this city shall not be given into theMelech Ashur.

16Payheednot to Chizkiyah; for thus saithHaMelechAshur,Make abrochawithme, and
come out to me; and eat ye every one of his gefen, and every one of his te'enah and drink
ye every one the waters of his own bor;

17 Until I come and take you away to an eretz like your own eretz, an eretz dagan and
tirosh, an eretz lechem and kramim (vineyards).

18Beware lest Chizkiyahmisleadyou, saying,HASHEMwill saveus. Hathanyof theelohei
HaGoyim delivered his land out of the yadMelech Ashur?

19Where are the elohei Chamat and Arpad? Where are the elohei Sepharvayim? And
have they saved Shomron out of my yad?

20Who are they among all elohim of these lands, that have saved their land out of my
yad, that HASHEM should save Yerushalayim out of my yad?

21 But they held their peace, and answered him not a davar; for the mitzvat HaMelech
was saying, Answer him not.

22 Then came Elyakim Ben Chilkiyah, that was over the Bais, and Shevna the Sofer, and
YoachBenAsaph, theMazkir, toChizkiyahwith their begadim torn, and toldhim thewords
of Rav Shakeh.

37
1And it came to pass, when HaMelech Chizkiyah heard it, that he tore his begadim, and

covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the Beis HASHEM.
2 And he sent Elyakim, who was over the Bais, and Shevna the Sofer, and the Ziknei

HaKohanim covered with sackcloth, unto HaNavi Yeshayah Ben Amotz.
3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Chizkiyah, This yom is a yom tzarah, and of

tokhechah, and of ne'atzah; for the banimare come to themashber, and there is not ko'ach
to bring forth.

4 It may be HASHEM Eloheicha will hear the words of Rav Shakeh, whomMelech Ashur
adonav hath sent to ridicule the Elohim Chai, andwill rebuke the devarimwhich HASHEM
Eloheicha hath heard; therefore lift up thy tefillah for the she'erit that are left surviving.

5 So the avadim of HaMelech Chizkiyah came to Yeshayah.
6And Yeshayah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto adoneichem, Thus saith HASHEM,

Be not afraid before the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the na'arei Melech Ashur
havemade gidduf (blasphemy) against Me.

7Hineni, I will put a ruach in him, when he shall hear a shemuah (report), and return to
his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the cherev in his own land.

8 So Rav Shakeh left [Yerushalayim], and found Melech Ashur warring against Livnah;
for he had heard that he* was departed from Lakhish.

9And he heard concerning Tirhakah Melech Kush, He is come forth to make war with
thee. And when he heard it, he sent malachim to Chizkiyah, saying,

* 37:8Melech Ashur
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10Thus shall ye speak to ChizkiyahMelech Yehudah, saying, Let not Eloheicha, inWhom
thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Yerushalayim shall not be given into the yad Melech
Ashur.

11 Hinei, thou hast heard what the melachim of Ashur have done to all lands by
destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be saved?

12Have the elohei HaGoyim delivered them which my avot have destroyed, as Gozan,
and Charan, and Retzeph, and the Bnei Eden which were in Telassar?

13Where isMelech Chamat, andMelechArpad, and theMelech of the Ir of Sepharvayim,
Hena, and Ivah?

14 And Chizkiyah received the sefarim (letters) from the yad hamalachim, and read it;
and Chizkiyah went up unto the Beis HASHEM, and spread it before HASHEM.

15And Chizkiyah davened unto HASHEM, saying,
16HASHEM Tzva'os, Elohei Yisroel, that dwellest between the keruvim, Thou art HaElo-

him, evenThoualone, of kolmamlechotha'aretz; ThouhastmadeShomayimandHaAretz.
17 Incline Thine ear, HASHEM, and hear; open Thine eyes, HASHEM, and see; and hear all

the words of Sancheriv, which he sent to insult the Elohim Chai.
18 Truly, HASHEM, the melachim of Ashur have laid waste all the countries and their

lands,
19And have cast eloheihem into the eish; for theywere no elohim, but thema'aseh yedei

adam, etz and even (stone); therefore they have destroyed them.
20Now therefore, HASHEM Eloheinu, save us from his yad, that kol mamlechot ha'aretz

may know that Thou art HASHEM, even Thou only.
21 Then Yeshayah Ben Amotz sent unto Chizkiyah, saying, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei

Yisroel, Whereas thou hast davened to Me against Sancheriv Melech Ashur;
22This is the davar which HASHEM hath spoken concerning him;

The Betulat Bat Tziyon, hath despised thee,
and laughed thee to scorn;
the Bat Yerushalayim hath shaken
her head at thee.
23Whom hast thou insulted andmade gidduf against?
And against whom hast thou raised thy voice,
and lifted up thine eyes marom?
Even against Kadosh Yisroel.
24By thy avadim hast thou insulted Adonoi,
and hast said,
By themultitude of my chariots am I come upmarom harim,
to the heights of Levanon;
and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof,
and the choice pine trees thereof;
and I will enter into its most remote height,
and the ya'ar (forest) of its fruitful land.
25 I have dug,
and drunkmayim;
and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the streams of the besieged places.

26Hast thou not heard long ago,
how I have done it;
and of yemei kedem (days of old),
that I have formed it?
Now have I brought it to pass,
that thou shouldest be to lay waste fortified cities into ruinous heaps.
27Therefore their inhabitants were of small power,
they were dismayed and put to shame;
they were as the esev of the sadeh,
and as the green herb,
as the khatzir (grass) on the gagot (rooftops)
is sun-scorched before it is grown up.

28But I know thy sitting,
and thy going out, and thy coming in,
and thy rage against Me.
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29Because thy rage against Me,
and thy insolence, is come up into Mine ears,
therefore will I put My hook in thy nose,
andMy bit in thy sfatayim (lips),
and I will turn thee back
by the derech by which thou camest.

30And this shall beHaOtunto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the
second year that which springeth from the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap,
and plant kramim (vineyards), and eat the fruit thereof.

31And the remnant that is escaped of the Bais Yehudah shall again take shoresh (root)
downward, and bear pri upward;

32 For out of Yerushalayim shall go forth She'erit (remnant) and they that escape out of
Mount Tziyon; the zeal of HASHEM Tzva'os shall accomplish this.

33 Therefore thus saith HASHEM concerning Melech Ashur, He shall not come into this
city, nor shoot khetz (anarrow) there, nor comebefore itwithmogen, nor cast a siege ramp
against it.

34By the derech that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this
city, saith HASHEM.

35For I will defend this city to save it for Mine Own sake, and for the sake of Dovid Avdi.
36 Then the Malach HASHEM went forth, and struck down in the Machaneh Ashur a

hundred and fourscore and five elef; and when they arose early in the boker, hinei, they
were all pegarimmesim (dead corpses).

37 So Sancheriv Melech Ashur departed, and went and returned, and dwelt in Nineveh.
38And it came to pass, as hewasworshiping in the Bais Nisroch elohav, that Adramelech

and Saretzer, his banim, cut him down with the cherev; they escaped into Eretz Ararat;
Esar-Chaddon bno reigned in his place.

38
1 In those days was Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) sick unto death. And HaNavi Yeshayah Ben

Amotz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith HASHEM, Set thine bais in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.

2 Then Chizkiyahu (Hezekiah) turned his face toward the kir (wall), and davened unto
HASHEM,

3And said, Remember now, HASHEM, I beseech thee, how I have walked before Thee in
emes and with lev shalem, and have done that which is tov in Thy sight. And Chizkiyahu
(Hezekiah)wept with bekhi gadol (great weeping).

4Then came the Devar HASHEM to Yeshayah, saying,
5 Go, and say to Chizkiyahu, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Dovid Avicha, I have heard thy

tefillah, I have seen thy tears; hineni, Iwill addunto thydays chameshesreh shanah (fifteen
years).

6And I will deliver thee and this Ir out of the hand of Melech Ashur (Assyria); and I will
defend HaIr Hazot.

7And this shall beHaOt (the Sign)unto thee fromHASHEM, that HASHEMwill do this thing
that He hath spoken;

8Hineni, I will bring again the tzel (shadow) of the hama'alot (the steps), which has gone
downwith the shemesh on theMa'alot Achaz (sundial of Ahaz), so that it goes eser ma'alot
(ten steps) backward. So the shemesh went back eser maalot (ten steps) on the ma'alot on
which it had gone down.

9 The writing of Chizkiyahu Melech Yehudah, when he had been ill, and was recovered
from his illness:
10 I said: In the cutting short of my yamim,
I shall go to the Sha'arei Sheol;*
I am deprived of the remainder of my shanot.
11 I said, I shall not see HASHEM,
even HASHEM, in the Eretz HaChayyim;
I shall behold adam nomore
with the inhabitants of the world.
12Mine dwelling is pulled up,

* 38:10 SeeMt 16:18
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and is sent into the Golus fromme like ohel ro'i;
As an oreg (weaver) I rolled upmy life;
He would have cut me loose from the roll;
from yom even to lailah wilt Thoumake an end of me.
13 I waited until boker, that, like an ari (lion),
so will He break all my atzmot;
from yom even to lailah wilt Thoumake an end of me.
14Like a swallow or a crane, so did I chirp;
I did moan like a yonah;
mine eyes grewweak from looking heavenward;
Adonoi, I am oppressed; go surety for me.
15What shall I say?
He hath both promisedme, and Himself hath done it;
I shall walk quietly all my shanot
in themar (bitterness) of my nefesh.
16Adonoi, by these things men live,
and in all these things is the life of my ruach;
so Thou recoveredme to health, andmademe to live.
17Hinei, for shalom (benefit) did I have great bitterness;
for Thou hast in love to my nefesh
delivered it from the shachat (pit) of destruction;
for Thou hast cast
all my chatta'im behind Thy back.
18For Sheol cannot thank Thee,
mavet can not praise Thee;
they that go down into the bor (pit)
cannot hope for Thy emes.
19The living, the living,
he shall thank Thee, as I do today;
av to banim shall make known Thy emes.
20HASHEMwill saveme;
therefore wewill sing with stringed instruments
kol yemei chayyeinu (all the days of our life) in the Beis HASHEM.

21For Yeshayah had said, Let them take a cake of te'enim, and apply it upon the shechin
(boil, inflamed spot), and he shall recover.

22Chizkiyahu also had said, What is the Ot (Sign) that I shall go up to the Beis HASHEM?†

39
1At that time Merodach Baladan Ben Baladan Melech Bavel sent sefarim (letters) and a

minchah (gift) to Chizkiyah; for he had heard that he had been sick, and had recovered.
2 And Chizkiyah was glad about them, and showed them the Bais Nekhotoh (Treasure

House), the kesef, and the zahav, and the spices, and the shemen hatov, and all the Bais
Keli of his, and all that was found in his otzerot; therewas nothing in his Bais, nor in all his
memshalet, that Chizkiyah did not show them.

3Then Yeshayah HaNavi came unto HaMelech Chizkiyah, and said unto him,What said
these anashim? And fromwhere came they unto thee? And Chizkiyah said, They are come
from eretz rechokah (a far country) untome, even from Babylon.

4 Then he said, What have they seen in thine Bais? And Chizkiyah answered, All that is
inmine Bais have they seen; there is nothing amongmy otzerot (treasures) that I have not
showed them.

5Then said Yeshayah to Chizkiyah, Hear the Devar HASHEM Tzivos;
6 Hinei, the days are coming, that all that is in thine Bais, and that which Avoteicha

have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith
HASHEM.

7 And of thy Banim that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt father, shall they take
away; and they shall be sarisim (eunuchs) in the Heikhal Melech Bavel.

† 38:22 See 2Kgs 20:8 which speaks about Yom HaShlishi and on Moshiach c.f. Isa 53:8 and Isa 38:10-11 and Ps 16 and
Isa 38:17.
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8Then Chizkiyah said to Yeshayah, Tov is the DevarHASHEMwhich thou hast spoken. He
said moreover, For there shall be shalom and emes inmy days.

40
1Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith Eloheichem.
2 Speak ye to the lev Yerushalayim,
and preach unto her,
that her tzeva'a (time of hard service, warfare) is ended,
that her avon (iniquity) is nirtzah (punitively paid for, pardoned);
for she hath received of the Yad HASHEM kiflayim (double)
in payment for all her chattot.
3The voice of him that preacheth in themidbar:
Prepare ye the Derech HASHEM,
make straight in the Aravah
a highway for Eloheinu.
4Every gey (valley) shall be raised up,
and every har and givah (hill) shall be made low;
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough places bikah (plain, valley);
5And the kavod HASHEM shall be revealed,
and all basar shall see it together;
for themouth of HASHEM hath spoken.
6The voice said, Preach.
And he said, What shall I preach?
All basar is khatzir (grass),
and all the chesed (constancy) thereof is as the tzitz (flower, blossom) of the sadeh;
7The khatzir (grass)withereth,
the tzitz (flower, blossom) falleth;
because the Ruach of HASHEM bloweth upon it;
surely the people is khatzir (grass).
8The khatzir withereth,
the tzitz falleth;
but the Devar Eloheinu shall stand forever.
9O Mevaseret Tziyon (O Herald, Preacher of Besorah [Good News, Gospel] Tziyon, O Lady

Evangelist Tziyon),
get thee up into the har gavo'ah (highmountain);
O Mevaseret Yerushalayim (O Herald, Preacher of Besorah [Good News, Gospel] Yerusha-

layim, O Lady Evangelist Yerushalayim),
lift up thy voice with ko'ach;
lift it up, be not afraid;
say unto the towns of Yehudah, Hinei Eloheichem!
10Hinei, Adonoi HASHEMwill comewith chazak,
and His zero'a* shall rule for Him;
hinei, His sachar (reward) is with Him,
and His pe'ullah (work, recompense, retribution, penal reward [for His enemies]) before

Him.
11He shall feed His Eder like a Ro'eh;
He shall gather the tela'im (lambs)with His zero'a,
and carry them in His kheyk,
and shall gently lead those that are with young.
12Who hathmeasured themayim in the hollow of His Hand,
andmeted out Shomayimwith a handbreadth,
and enclosed the aphar ha'aretz in ameasure,
and weighed the harim (mountains) in scales,
and the geva'ot (hills) in a balance?†
13Who hath directed the Ruach of HASHEM,
or being His ish etzah (counselor) hath taught Him?

* 40:10Moshiach, see Isa 53:1 † 40:12 See Prov 30:4.
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14With whom did He take counsel,
and who gave Him binah,
and taught Him in the orakhmishpat,
and taught Him da'as,
and showed Him the derech tevunot (way of understanding, intelligence)?
15 Surely the Goyim are like a drop in a bucket,
and are accounted as dust of the scales;
surely He taketh up the iyim (islands) like fine dust.
16Levanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts thereof sufficient for an olah.
17Kol HaGoyim before Him are as nothing;
and they are counted to Him less than nothing, and tohu.
18To whom thenwill ye liken El?
Or what demut (likeness)will ye compare unto Him?
19The charash (workman, craftsman)melteth a pesel (idol, image),
and the goldsmith overlayeth it with zahav,
and casteth for it chains of kesef.
20He that is so impoverished that He hath no terumah
chooseth an etz that will not rot;
he seeketh unto him a charash chacham (skilled craftsman)
to prepare a pesel, that shall not topple.
21Have ye not known?
Have ye not heard?
Hath it not been told you from the beginning?
Have ye not understood from themosedot ha'aretz (foundations of the earth)?
22 It is He that sitteth above the circle of the earth,
and the inhabitants thereof are like chagavim (grasshoppers);
that stretcheth out Shomayim like a curtain,
and spreadeth them out like an ohel to dwell in;
23That bringeth the roznim (rulers) to nothing;
Hemaketh the Shoftei Eretz like tohu.
24 Indeed, they shall not be planted;
indeed, they shall not be sown;
indeed, their stem shall not take root ba'aretz (in the ground);
and He shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither,
and the se'arah (stormwind) shall take them away like the kash (straw, stubble, chaff).
25To whom thenwill ye likenMe, or shall I be equal?
saith the Kadosh.
26Lift up your eyes marom (on high, i.e. into the heavens), and behold:
Who hath created‡ these things,
that bringeth out their tzeva'a (host, legions) bymispar (number);
He calleth them all b'shem (by name);
because of the abundance of His power and themight of His ko'ach,
not one [star] is missing.
27Why sayest thou, O Ya'akov,
and speakest, O Yisroel:
My derech is hid fromHASHEM,
andmymishpat is passed over and disregarded by Elohai?
28Hast thou not known?
Hast thou not heard,
that the Elohei Olam, HASHEM,
Boreh Ketzot HaAretz (Creator of the ends of the earth),
fainteth not, neither is weary?
There is no searching of His tevunah (understanding, intelligence).
29He giveth ko'ach to the faint;

‡ 40:26 T.N. This chapter needs to be seen also in light of Acts chapter 2, and Jerusalemʼs BesurahHaGeulah proclaimed
there.
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and to them that have nomight He increaseth power.
30Even the ne'arim (youths) shall faint and growweary,
and the bochurim shall utterly fall;
31But they that wait upon HASHEM shall renew their ko'ach;
they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not growweary;
and they shall walk, and not faint.

41
1Keep silence before Me, O iyim (islands);
and let the people renew their ko'ach (strength);
let them come near;
then let them speak; let us come near together for mishpat (judgment, i.e., G-dʼs tribunal).
2Who awakened the just one* from themizrach (east),
called him to His raglayim,
gave the Goyim before him,
andmade him rule over melachim?
He gave them as the aphar to his† cherev,
and as windblown kash (chaff, stubble) to his‡ keshet (bow).
3He§ pursues them,
and passes on in shalom, even by the orach (path)
that his feet do not even come.
4Who hath wrought and done it,
calling forth the dorot from the beginning?
I HASHEM, the Rishon (First),
and with the Acharonim (Last ones); I amHe.
5The iyim (islands) saw it, and feared;
the ketzot ha'aretz (ends of the earth) trembled;
they approached and came near.
6They helped everyone his re'a;
and everyone said to his brother, chazak!
7 So the charash (craftsman) encouraged the tzoref (goldsmith),
and he that smootheth with the patish (hammer)
encouraged him that strikes the anvil,
saying of the soldering, tov hu;
and he fastened it with nails,
so that it should not topple.
8But thou, Yisroel, art Avdi,
Ya'akov whom I have chosen,
the zera AvrahamOhavi (My friend).
9Thouwhom I have taken hold of from the ketzot ha'aretz,
and called thee from the farthest borders thereof,
and said unto thee, Thou art Avdi;
I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away.
10Fear thou not; for I amwith thee;
be not dismayed; for I am Eloheicha;
I will strengthen thee; indeed, I will help thee;
indeed, I will uphold thee withMy yamin tzedek.
11 Surely, all they that were raging against thee
shall be ashamed and disgraced;
they shall be as nothing;
and the anshei rivecha (they that strive with thee) shall perish.
12Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them,
even the anshei matzutecha (them that contendedwith thee):
the anshei milchamtecha (they that war against thee) shall be as nothing,
and as a thing of naught.

* 41:2 Koresh, Cyrus 44:28 † 41:2 the conquerorʼs ‡ 41:2 the conquerorʼs § 41:3 the conqueror
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13For I HASHEM Eloheicha
will take hold of thy yamin (right hand),
saying unto thee:
Fear not; I will help thee.
14Fear not, thou tola'at (worm) Ya'akov, and yemen of Yisroel;
I will help thee, saith HASHEM,
and thy Go'el (Redeemer), the Kadosh Yisroel.
15Hinei, I will make thee a new sharp threshing iron
having pifiyyot (blades);
thou shalt thresh the harim, and beat them small,
and shalt make the geva'ot (hills) as motz (chaff).
16Thou shalt winnow them,
and the ruach shall carry them away,
and the se'arah shall scatter them;
and thou shalt rejoice in HASHEM,
and shalt glory in Kadosh Yisroel.
17When the aniyim and evyonim seekmayim, and there is none,
and their leshon faileth for tzama (thirst),
I HASHEMwill hear them,
I the Elohei Yisroel will not forsake them.
18 I will open neharot on the hilltops,
and springs in themidst of the valleys;
I will make themidbar a pool of mayim,
and the dry land sources of mayim.
19 I will plant in themidbar the cedar,
the acacia, and themyrtle, and the etz shemen;
I will set in the Aravah the cypress,
and the fir, and the box tree together;
20 So that theymay see, and know,
and consider, and understand together,
that the Yad HASHEM hath done this,
and the Kadosh Yisroel hath created it.
21Present your case, saith HASHEM;
bring forth your strong arguments for proof, saith Melech Ya'akov.
22Let them bring them forth,
and tell us what shall happen;
let them tell the rishonot (former things), what they are,
that wemay consider them,
and know the acharit (latter end, final outcome) of them;
or declare us things to come.
23Tell the things that are to come hereafter,
that wemay know that ye are elohim;
indeed, do tov, or do rah,
that wemay be afraid, and terrified.
24 See, ye are of nothing,
and your work of nought;
a toevah (abomination) is he that chooseth you.

25 I have awakened one* from the tzafon (north), and he shall come;
from the rising of the shemesh shall he call uponMy Shem;
and he shall come upon rulers as uponmortar,
and as the yotzer (potter) treadeth clay.
26Who hath declared from the beginning, that wemay know?
And from beforehand, that wemay say, He was in the right?
Indeed, there is none that telleth,
indeed, there is none that preacheth,
indeed, there is none that heareth your words.
27The rishon shall say to Tziyon, Hinei, behold them;

* 41:25 Koresh, Cyrus
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and I will give to Yerushalayimmevaser (one that bringeth good news).
28For I beheld, and there was no ish;
even among them, and there was no Yo'etz (counselor),
that, when I asked of them,
could answer a word.
29 See, they† are all aven (wickedness);
their ma'asim are nothing;
their molten images are ruach and tohu.

42
1Here is Avdi,* whom I uphold;
Mine Bechir (Elect One, Chosen One), in whomMy nefesh delighteth;
I have put My Ruach† upon Him;
He‡ shall bring forthmishpat to the Goyim.
2He§ shall not cry out, nor lift up His kol (voice),
nor cause it to be heard in the street.
3A bruised reed shall He* not break,
and a smoking wick shall He not quench;
He shall bring forthmishpat according to emes.
4He† shall not fail nor be discouraged,
till He establishmishpat ba'aretz;
and the iyim shall wait for His (Moshiachʼs) torah.‡
5Thus saith HaEl HASHEM,
Boreh HaShomayim, and the One stretching them out;
He that spread out ha'aretz, and that which cometh out of it as produce;
He that giveth neshamah (soul) unto HaAm upon it,
and ruach to them that walk thereon:§
6 I HASHEM have called Thee in tzedek,
and will take hold of Thine yad, and will keep Thee,
and give Thee* for a Brit†(Covenant) of the Am (People),
for an Ohr Goyim;
7To open the einayim ivrot (blind eyes),
to bring out the captives from confinement,
and them that sit in choshech out of the bais keleh (dungeon, prison).
8 I amHASHEM, that is Shmi;
andMy kavod will I not give to another,
neither My tehillah (praise) to pesilim.
9Hinei, the rishonot (former things) are come to pass,
and chadashot (new things) do I declare;
before titzmachnah (they spring forth; Tzemach)
I tell you of them.

10 Sing unto HASHEM a shir chadesh (new song),
and His tehillah from the ketzeh ha'aretz,
ye that go down to the yam, and all that is therein.
You iyim (islands), and the inhabitants thereof.
11Let themidbar and the towns thereof lift up their voice,
the villages that Kedar doth inhabit;
let the inhabitants of Sela sing for joy,
let them shout from the rosh harim.
12Let them give kavod unto HASHEM,
and declare His tehillah in the iyim.
13HASHEM shall go forth like a Gibbor,
He shall arouse kina (zeal) like an ishmilchamah;
He shall shout, indeed, raise a war cry;
He shall prevail against His oyevim.

† 41:29 the idols * 42:1Moshiach, see Zech 3:8; Isa 52:13 † 42:1Hakodesh ‡ 42:1Moshiach § 42:2Moshiach
* 42:3Moshiach † 42:4Moshiach ‡ 42:4 1C 9:21 § 42:5 See 1Th 5:23 * 42:6Moshiach † 42:6Mt 26:28
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14 I haveme'olam heldMy peace;
I have been quiet, and refrainedMyself;
nowwill I cry out like a travailing woman;
I will lay waste and devour at once.
15 I will lay waste harim and geva'ot (hills),
and dry up all their esev (vegetation);
and I will make the neharot into iyim,
and I will dry up agamim (pools, lakes).
16And I will bring the ivrim (blind)
by a derech that they knew not;
I will lead them in paths
that they have not known;
I will make choshech into ohr before them,
and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them,
and not forsake them.
17They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed,
that trust in pesel,
that say to themasekhah (molten images):
You (plural) are eloheinu (our g-ds).
18Hear, ye chereshim (deaf people);
and look, ye ivrim (blind people) that ye may see.
19Who is ivver (blind), but Avdi?‡
Or cheresh (deaf), like malachi that I sent?
Who is ivver (blind) like meshullam (the one committed),§
and ivver like the Eved HASHEM.*
20 Seeing rabbot, but thou observest not;
opening the oznayim, but he heareth not.
21HASHEM is well pleased lema'an (for the sake of)His tzedek;
He will magnify the torah, andmake it glorious.
22But this is Am (People) robbed and looted;
they are all of them snared in holes,
or hidden in batei kela'im (dungeons):
they are for plunder,
and none delivereth;
for loot, and none saith, Give it back!
23Who among youwill give ozen (ear) to this?
Whowill pay heed and hear for the time to come?
24Who gave Ya'akov as loot,
and Yisroel to ones plundering?
Did not HASHEM, He againstWhomwe have sinned?
For they would not walk in the darkhei HaShem,
neither were they obedient unto His torah.
25Therefore He hath poured upon it
the chemah (burning heat) of His anger,
and the strength of the fury of milchamah;
and it hath set him on fire round about,
yet it knew not;
and it consumed it,
yet it laid it not to lev.

43
1But now thus saith HASHEM that created thee, O Ya'akov,
And He that formed thee, O Yisroel:
Fear not, for I have redeemed thee,
I have called thee by thy shem; thou art Mine.
2When thou passest through themayim, I will be with thee;
and through the neharot, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the eish, thou shalt not be burned;

‡ 42:19 Yisroel § 42:19 to Me * 42:19 i.e., Yisroel
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neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
3For I amHASHEM Eloheicha,
the Kadosh Yisroel, thyMoshi'a:
I gaveMitzrayim for thy kofer (ransom),
Kush and Seva in thy place.
4 Since thou wast precious in My sight,
thou hast been honored, and I have loved thee:
therefore will I give adam* in exchange for thee,
and people in exchange for thy nefesh.
5Fear not;
for I amwith thee:
I will bring thy zera from themizrach (east),
and gather thee from thema'arav (west);
6 I will say to the tzafon (north),
Give them up; and to the teiman (south),
hold not back; bringMy banim from afar,
andMy banot from the ketzeh ha'aretz;
7Even every one that is called byMy Shem,
whom I have created for My kavod,
whom I have formed and I havemade.
8Bring forth the Am Ivver that have eyes,
and the chereshim that have oznayim.
9Let kol HaGoyim be gathered together,
and let the peoples be assembled;
who among them can declare this,
and show us rishonot (former things)?
Let them bring forth their edim (witnesses), that theymay be vindicated:
or let them hear, and say, It is emes.
10Ye are My edim (witnesses), saith HASHEM.
And Avdi whom I have chosen,
so that ye may know and believe Me,
and understand that Ani Hu (I amHe);
before Me there was no El formed,
neither shall there be after Me.
11 I, even I, amHASHEM;
and apart fromMe there is noMoshi'a.
12 I have declared, and have saved,
and I have proclaimed,
when there was no zar (foreign) [g-d] among you;
therefore you† are My edim (witnesses), saith HASHEM,
that I am El.
13Yes, before the yomwas, Ani Hu (I amHe);
and there is none that can deliver out of My Yad;
I work, and who shall reverse it?
14Thus saith HASHEM, your Go'el,
the Kadosh Yisroel;
For your sake‡ I have sent to Babylon,
and I shall bring down the fugitives, all of them,
even the Kasdim (Chaldeans), whose shout of joy is in the ships.
15 I amHASHEM, your Kadosh, t
the Boreh Yisroel, your Melech.
16Thus saith HASHEM,
whichmaketh a derech in the yam,
and a path in themayim azzim (mighty waters);
17Which drew out themerkavah and sus,
the army andwarrior;
they shall lie down together, they shall not rise;
they are extinct, they are quenched like a wick.

* 43:4 See Isa 53:8 † 43:12 plural ‡ 43:14 See Isa 45:4
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18Remember ye not the rishonot (former things)
neither consider kadmoniyyot (the things of old).
19Hineni, I am doing a chadashah (new thing);
now titzmach (it shall spring forth; Tzemach); shall ye not perceive it?
I will evenmake a derech in themidbar,
and neharot in the desert.
20The animal of the wild shall honor Me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
because I give mayim in themidbar,
and neharot in the desert,
to give drink to My People, My Bachir.
21This people have I formed for Myself;
they shall show forthMy tehillah (praise).
22But thou hast not called uponMe, O Ya'akov;
but thou hast been weary of Me, O Yisroel.
23Thou hast not brought Me the seh (lamb) of thy olot;
neither hast thou honoredMewith thy zevakhim.
I have not caused thee to serve with aminchah,
nor wearied thee with levonah (incense, frankincense).
24Thou hast bought Me no fragrant calamus with kesef,
neither hast thou filledMewith the chelev of thy zevakhim;
but thou hast weariedMewith thy chattot,
thou hast weariedMewith thine avonot.
25 I, even I, amHe that blotteth out
thy peysha'im for Mine own sake,
and will not remember thy chattot.
26Put Me in remembrance; let us plead together at law;
declare thou, lema'an (for the sake of) thou being declared righteous.
27Avicha HaRishon hath sinned,
and thymelitzim (mediators) have rebelled against Me.
28Therefore I have profaned the Sarei Kodesh, (Holy Princes)
and have given Ya'akov to cherem,
and Yisroel to giddufim (revilings).

44
1Yet now hear, O Ya'akov Avdi;
and Yisroel, whom I have chosen;
2Thus saith HASHEM that made thee,
and formed thee from the beten (womb), Whowill help thee;
Fear not, O Ya'akov, Avdi;
and thou, Yeshurun, whom I have chosen.
3For I will pourmayim upon him that is thirsty,
and flowing streams upon the yabashah;*
I will pour out My Ruach† upon thy zera,
andMy brocha upon thine offspring;
4V'tzamechu (and they shall spring up; Tzemach) as among khatzir,
as willows by the streams of mayim.
5One shall say, I belong to HASHEM;
and another shall call himself by the shem of Ya'akov;
and another shall write‡with his yad, HASHEMʼs,
and surname himself by the shem Yisroel.
6Thus saith HASHEMMelech Yisroel,
and His Go'el, HASHEM Tzva'os;
I am the Rishon, and I am the Acharon;
and apart fromMe there is no Elohim.
7Andwho is like Me, who can preach as I do?
Let himmake it known and set it out in order before Me,
since I appointed the AmOlam

* 44:3 Gn 1:9 † 44:3Hakodesh ‡ 44:5 in witness
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and the otiyyot (things to come, future things) andwhat is approaching,
let them expound andmake known in support of themselves.
8Fear ye not, neither be afraid;
have not I proclaimed to thee long ago,
and havemade it known?
Ye are evenMy edim.
Is there Eloah apart fromMe?
And there is no Tzur, I know of none.

9 They that make a pesel are all of them tohu; and their chamudim (favorite [idols]) are
worthless; and they§ are their own edim; they* see not, nor know; so that they† are put to
shame.

10Who hath formed el (g-d), or molded a pesel to no profit?
11 Behold, all its chaverim shall be ashamed; and the charashim (craftsmen), they are

only adam; let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and
they shall be ashamed together.

12The charash barzel (ironsmith)with his ma'atzad (chizel) both worketh in the red-hot
coals, and formeth it with hammers, and forgeth it with his zero'a ko'ach and also, he is
hungry, and his ko'ach faileth; he drinketh nomayim, and grows faint.

13 The charash etzim (carpenter) stretcheth out his [measuring line]; he marketh it out
with sered (red chalk); he worketh it with planes, and he marketh it out with a compass,
and maketh it after the tavnit ish (pattern of a man), according to the tiferet adam; that it
may stay inside the bais (idolatrous cult shrine).

14He heweth down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he secureth for
himself among the atzei ya'ar (trees of the forest); he planteth a pine, and geshem doth
nourish it.

15Then shall it be for an adam to burn; for he will take thereof, and warm himself; and
also, he kindleth it, and baketh lechem; and also he maketh el (g-d), and boweth down in
worship to it; he maketh it a pesel, and falleth down unto it.

16He burneth half thereof in the eish; with the other half thereof he eateth basar; he
roasteth roast meat, and is satisfied; and also, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am
warm, I perceive ur (flame)!

17 And the shererit thereof he maketh el, even his pesel; he falleth down unto it, and
boweth down in worship to it, and davens unto it, and saith, Saveme; for thou art Eli!

18 They have no da'as nor binah; for their eyes‡ are smeared over, that they cannot see;
and their levavot, that they cannot understand.

19 And none considereth in his lev, neither is there da'as nor tevunah (understanding,
intelligence) to say, I have burned half of it in the eish; and, also I have baked lechem upon
the hot coals thereof; I have roasted basar, and eaten it; and shall I make the rest thereof
to'evah? Shall I bow down to the bul etz (product of a tree, i.e., a block of wood)?

20He feedeth on efer (ash); a lev hutal (a heart deceived, a deluded mind) hath led him
astray, that he cannot save his nefesh, nor say: Is there not sheker (a lie, a fraud) in my
yamin (right hand)?

21Remember these things, O Ya'akov and Yisroel;
for thou art avdi;
I have formed thee; thou art an eved to Me;
O Yisroel, do not forget Me!
22 I have swept away thy peysha'im like a cloud,
and like an anan, thy chattot;
Shuva elai ki gealticha (return, turn back toMe, for I have redeemed thee).

23 Sing for joy, O ye Shomayim; for HASHEM hath done it;
shout, ye depths of the earth;
break forth into singing, ye harim,
O ya'ar (forest), and kol etz therein;
for HASHEM hath redeemed Ya'akov,
and Hewill glorify Himself in Yisroel.

24Thus saith HASHEM, thy Go'el,

§ 44:9 the idols * 44:9 the idols † 44:9 the idol people ‡ 44:18 the eyes of the idol people
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and He that formed thee from the beten (womb),
I amHASHEM Oseh kol (theMaker of All);
that stretcheth out Shomayim alone;
that spreadeth out ha'aretz (the earth) byMyself;
25That annuls the otot of the baddim (liars, false prophets),
andmaketh kosemim (diviners, soothsayers) into madmen;
that turneth back chachamim,
andmaketh their da'as (knowledge, science) foolishness;
26That confirmeth the davar of His eved,
and fulfilleth the etza (prediction) of His malachim; that saith to Yerushalayim,
Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the towns of Yehudah,
Ye shall be rebuilt,
and I will raise up the ruins thereof:
27That saith to the deep, Be dry,
and I will dry up thy naharot;
28That saith of Koresh (Cyrus), He is Ro'i (My Shepherd),
and shall accomplish all My pleasure;
even saying to Yerushalayim: Thou shalt be rebuilt;
and to the Heikhal: Thy foundation shall be laid.

45
1Thus saith HASHEM to His Moshiach,
to Koresh (Cyrus), whose yamin (right hand) I have taken hold of,
to subdue Goyim before him;
and the loins of melachim I ungird,
to open before him the double doors and the she'arim (gates),
that theymay not continue shut;
2 I will go before thee,
andmake straight the crooked paths;
I will break down the delatot nechoshet,
and cut through their barzel (iron) bars;
3And I will give thee the otzarot choshech,
and hidden riches of mistarim (secret places)
that thoumayest know that I, HASHEM,
Who call thee by thy shem (name), am Elohei Yisroel.
4For the sake of avdi Ya'akov,
and Yisroel My Bachir,
I have even called thee by thy shem (name);
I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not knownMe.
5 I amHASHEM, and there is none other,
there is no Elohim besides Me;
I equipped thee, though thou hast not knownMe;
6That theymay know from the rising of the shemesh,
even to thema'arav (west, setting place of the sun),
that there is none apart fromMe.
I amHASHEM, and there is no other.*
7 I form ohr, and create choshech;
I make shalom, and create rah;
I HASHEMworketh all these things.
8Cause [the rain] to trickle down, ye Shomayim, from above,
and let the blue sky pour down tzedek;
let eretz open,
and let Yesha (salvation) blossom,
and let tzedakah (righteousness) tatzmiach (spring up; Tzemach) together;
I HASHEM have created it.
9 Woe unto him that quarreleth with his Yotzer — a potsherd among the potsherds of

adamah.
Shall the chomer (clay) say to the Yotzer of it,
What art Thoumaking?

* 45:6 Elohim
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Or Thy po'al (work) hath no handles?
10Woe unto him that saith unto his Av:
What begettest thou?
Or to the isha:
What hast thou given birth to?
11Thus saith HASHEM,
Kadosh Yisroel, and its Yotzer:
Will ye askMe of otiyyot (things to come, future things)
concerningMy banim,
and will ye commandMe regarding the po'al of My hands?
12 I made Eretz,
and I created adam upon it;
I, evenMy hands, have stretched out Shomayim,
and all their tzeva have I commanded.
13 I have aroused him† in tzedek,
and I will make straight all the darkhei of him;
he shall rebuild my city,
and he shall release of the Golus of Mine,
not for price nor reward,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
14Thus saith HASHEM:
The toil of Mitzrayim, andmerchandise of Kush
and of the Seva'im (Sabeans, those from Seba in Arabia), men of tall stature,
shall come over unto thee, and they shall be thine:
they shall come after thee;
in chains they shall come over,
and they shall cast themselves down unto thee,
they shall make supplication unto thee, saying:
Surely El (G-d) is with thee;
and there is none other, no other Elohim.
15Verily Thou art El (G-d) that hidest Thyself,
O Elohei Yisroel, Moshi'a.
16They shall be put to shame, and also confounded, all of them;
they shall go to confusion together
that are charashei tzirim (crafters of images, idols).
17But Yisroel shall be saved in HASHEM
with a Teshuat Olamim (an everlasting salvation);
ye shall not be ashamed
nor confounded ad olemei ad (for all eternity).
18For thus saith HASHEM Borei HaShomayim
hu HaElohim Yotzer ha'aretz and its Maker;
He hath established it,
He created it not tohu (chaos),
He formed it to be inhabited;
I amHASHEM; and there is no other.‡
19 I have not spoken baseter (in secret),
in a makom eretz choshech;
I said not unto the zera Ya'akov:
Seek yeMe tohu (in chaos);
I amHASHEM, the One speaking tzedek,
proclaimingmeisharim (upright things).
20Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together,
ye that are fugitives escaped of the Goyim;
they have no da'as (knowledge, rationality) that burden themselves with their etz pesel

(wooden idol),
the ones davening to an el lo yoshia (g-d who cannot save).

† 45:13 Cyrus ‡ 45:18 G-d
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21Declare ye, and approach;
yes, let them take counsel together.
Who hathmade this known frommikedem (from olden time)?
Who hath preached it from long ago?
Have not I, HASHEM?
And there is no other Elohim besides Me:
El Tzaddik andMoshi'a;
there is none besides Me.
22Turn untoMe, and be ye saved,
kol afsei Eretz (all the ends of the Earth);
I am El (G-d),
and there is no other.§
23 I have sworn byMyself,
theWord has gone out of Mymouth of tzedakah (righteousness),
and shall not yashuv (return, be revoked),
that unto Me kol berekh (every knee) shall bow,
kol lashon (every tongue) shall swear.
24Only in HASHEM, it shall be said of Me,
is tzedakot and oz;
even to Him shall men come;
and all that are incensed against Him shall be ashamed.
25Kol zera Yisroel shall yitzdeku (be justified, become righteous)
and shall glory in HASHEM.

46
1Bel boweth down, Nevo stoopeth low,
their atzabim (idols)were upon the beasts, and upon the behemah;
your litters were heavy laden;
they are amassa (burden) to the weary beast.
2They stoop, they bow down together;
they* could not save themassa (burden),
but their own selves are gone into shevi (captivity, Golus).
3Pay heed untoMe, O Bais Ya'akov,
and kol She'erit Bais Yisroel,
who are borne byMe from birth,
who are carried from the rechem (womb);
4And even to your ziknah (old age) I amHe;
and even to† gray hair will I carry you;
I havemade, and I will carry;
even I will carry, and will deliver you.
5Lemi (to whom)will ye compareMe, andmakeMe equal,
and likenMe, that wemay be comparable?
6They lavish zahav out of the bag,
and weigh kesef on the scale, and hire a tzoref (goldsmith);
and hemaketh it El (G-d);
they fall down, yes, they bow down in worship.
7They bear him upon the katef (shoulder), they carry him,
and set him up in his place,
and he standeth, from his makom shall he not move;
yes, though one shall cry out unto him, yet can he not answer,
nor save him out of his tzoros.
8Remember this, and stand firm;
bring it again to lev (heart, mind), O ye poshe'im (rebelling, transgressing ones).
9Remember the rishonot (former things)me'olam (of old);
for I am El (G-d), and there is not another;‡
Elohim, and there is none like Me.

§ 45:22 G-d * 46:2 Bel and Nevo, g-ds of Babylon † 46:4 your ‡ 46:9 G-d
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10Making known acharim (end-times things) from reshit (the beginning),
andmikedem (from ancient times) the things that have not yet happened,
saying: My etza (counsel, purpose, plan) shall stand,
and I will do all My pleasure;
11Calling a bird of prey from themizrach (east),
the ish that executethMy etza (counsel, purpose, plan) from a far country;
yes, I have spoken it, I will indeed bring it to pass;
I have purposed it, I will also do it.
12Pay heed untoMe, ye abirei lev (stubborn of heart),
that are far from tzedakah;
13 I bring near My tzedakah;
it shall not be far off,
andMy Teshuah (Salvation) shall not tarry;
and I will place Teshuah in Tziyon
for Yisroel Tife'arti (My Glory).

47
1Go down, and sit in the aphar,
O Betulat Bat Bavel,
sit on the ground; there is no kisse,
O Bat Kasdim (Chaldeans);
for thou shalt nomore be called
tender and delicate.
2Take themillstones, and grindmeal;
uncover thy tzammah (hair, tresses), lift up thy shohvel (train, skirt),
bare the thigh, pass over the neharot.
3Thy ervat (nakedness) shall be exposed,
yes, thy cherpah (shame, reproach) shall be seen;
I will take nakam (vengeance)
and I will not be as adamwhen I meet thee.
4Go'aleinu, HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo,
Kadosh Yisroel.
5 Sit thou silent, and get thee into choshech,
O Bat Kasdim (Chaldeans);
for thou shalt nomore be called,
Geveret Mamlachot (The Lady of Kingdoms).
6 I was angry withMy people,
I have profanedMine nachalah,
and given them into thine yad;
thou didst show them no rachamim (mercy);
upon the zaken (ancient, old) hast thou very heavily laid thy ol (yoke).
7And thou saidst:
I shall be a Geveret ad l'olam (Lady forever):
so that thou didst not lay these things to thy lev,
neither didst remember her* acharit (latter end, i.e. future destruction).
8Therefore hear now this, O adinah (voluptuous, wanton one)
that dwellest lavetach (carelessly, in security),
that sayest in her lev:
I am, and none else besides me;
I shall not live as an almanah,
neither shall I know shechol (the loss of children, bereavement);
9But these two things shall overtake thee
in a rega (moment), in yom echad,
shechol (the loss of children), and almon (widowhood);
they shall come upon thee in their perfection
for themultitude of thy kashefanut (sorceries, witchcraft)
and for the otzmah (great abundance) of thine khavarim (spells, magic, enchantments).

* 47:7 Babylonʼs
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10For thou hast trusted in thy ra'ah (wickedness);
thou hast said: None seethme.
Thy chochmah and thy da'as,
it hath perverted thee;
and thou hast said in thine lev:
I am, and none else besideme.
11Therefore shall ra'ah come upon thee;
thou shalt not know its shachar (dawn, fromwhence it riseth);
and tragedy will befall thee;
thou shalt not be able to make kofer (ransom) to ward it off;
and sho'ah (catastrophe) shall come upon thee pitom (suddenly),
which thou shalt not foresee or know.
12 Stand nowwith thine khavarim (spells, magic, enchantments),
and with themultitude of thy kashefanut (sorceries, witchcraft)
wherein thou hast toiled from thy neurim;
perhaps thou shalt be able to succeed,
perhaps thoumayest cause terror.
13Thou art wearied in themultitude of thy etzot (counsels).
Let now stand up the hovrev Shomayim (the dissectors of the heavens, astrologers),
the chozim bakochavim (stargazers),
the ones that predict the future by Rosh Chodesh,
and save thee from these things
that shall come upon thee.
14Hinei, they shall be as kash (stubble, straw);
the eish shall burn them;
they shall not save their nefesh
from the power of the flame;
there shall not be a hot coal to warm them,
nor eish to sit before.
15Thus unto thee are they with whom thou hast toiled,
who have been thy socharim (traffickers, i.e., religious practitioners) from thy neurim

(youth);
they shall wander about in their random exits;
none shall act as Moshi'a to thee.

48
1Hear ye this, O Bais Ya'akov,
which are called b'shem Yisroel,
and are come forth out of the waters of Yehudah,
which take oaths b'ShemHASHEM,
and invoke Elohei Yisroel,
but not in emes, nor in tzedakah.
2For they call themselves of the Ir HaKodesh,
and lean themselves upon Elohei Yisroel;
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.
3 I have declared the rishonot (former things) from long ago;
and they went forth out of Mymouth,
and I made them known;
I acted pitom (suddenly), and they came to pass.
4Because I knew that thou art kesheh (obstinate, stubborn)
and thy oref (neck) is sinew of barzel (iron),
and thymetzach (brow, forehead) bronze;
5 I have even from long ago preached it to thee;
before it came to pass I caused thee to hear it;
lest thou shouldest say: Mine atzav (idol) hath done them,
andmy pesel, andmy nesech (molten idol, metal image) hath commanded them.
6Thou hast heard,
look at all this; and will not ye preach it?
I have caused thee to hear chadashot (new things) from this time,
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even netzurot (hidden things) and thou didst not know them.
7Now they are created, and not from long ago;
before today thou heardest them not;
lest thou shouldest say, Hinei, I knew them.
8Thou heardest not; thou had no da'as;
from of old, thine ozen (ear)was not opened;
for I knew that thou wouldest deal as a boged (treacherous betrayer),
and thou wast called a poshei'a (rebel, transgressor) from the beten*(womb).
9Lema'an Shmi (for the sake ofMyName)will I defer Mine anger,
and for My tehillah (praise)will I refrain for thee,
that I cut thee not off.
10Hinei, I have refined thee, but not as kesef;
I have chosen thee in the furnace of oni (affliction).
11ForMine own sake, even for Mine own sake will I do it;
for how can I allow Chillul HASHEM?
And I will not give My kavod unto another.
12Pay heed untoMe,
O Ya'akov and Yisroel, My called;
I amHe; I am Rishon,
I also am Acharon.
13Mine Yad also hath laid the foundation of Eretz,
andMy yamin hathmeasured Shomayim;
when I call them,
they stand up together.
14All ye, assemble yourselves, and listen.
Which among them† hath declared these things?
HASHEM hath loved him,‡ he will do His chafetz (pleasure, will) on Babylon,
and His zero'a shall be on the Kasdim (Chaldeans).
15 I, even I, have spoken; indeed, I have called him;§
I have brought him, and He shall make his derech successful.
16Come ye near unto Me, hear ye this;
I have not spoken baseter (in secret)merosh (from the first);
from the time that it takes place, there am I;
and now Adonoi HASHEM, and His Ruach,* hath sent Me.†

17Thus saith HASHEM thy Go'el,
the Kadosh Yisroel;
I amHASHEM Eloheicha thyMelamed (Teacher) of doing that which profiteth,
thyMadrikh (Guide, Instructor) in the Derech that thou shouldest go.
18O if only thou hadst paid heed to Mymitzvot!
Then had thy shalom been like a nahar,
and thy tzedakah as the waves of the yam;
19Thy zera also had been like the chol (sand),
and those that come out of thy loins like me'otav (sands of the sea thereof);
his shem should not have been cut off
nor destroyed from before Me.
20Go ye forth of Babylon,
flee ye from the Kasdim (Chaldeans),
with a voice of joyful singing
declare ye, preach this,
send it forth even to the ketzeh ha'aretz;
say ye: HASHEM hath redeemed His Eved Ya'akov.
21And they thirsted not
when He led them through the deserts;
He caused themayim to flow out of the Tzur for them;

* 48:8 i.e., birth; see Ps 51:5 † 48:14 the pesilim, idols ‡ 48:14 i.e., Cyrus § 48:15 i.e., Cyrus * 48:16Hakodesh
† 48:16Moshiach, the Eved HASHEM; see Isa 42:1; see HASHEMʼs Kedushah HaMeshulleshet here
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He split the Tzur,
and themayim gushed out.
22There is no shalom, saith HASHEM,
unto the resha'im.

49
1Listen, O iyim (islands), unto Me;*
and pay heed, ye nations afar off;
HASHEM hath calledMe from the beten (belly, womb),†
from the inward parts of immi hath He rememberedMy Shem.
2And He hathmadeMymouth like a sharpened cherev;
in the tzel (shadow) of His Yad hath He concealedMe,
andmadeMe a polished arrow;
in His quiver hath He hidMe;
3And said unto Me:‡ Thou art Avdi, O Yisroel,
Thou inWhom I glorify Myself.
4Then I§ said, I have toiled in vain,
I have spent My ko'ach for tohu, and hevel;
yet surely Mymishpat is with HASHEM,
andMy peulah with Elohai.
5And now, saith HASHEM:
My Yotzer from the beten
to be Eved of Him,
to bring back Ya'akov to Him,
so that Yisroel would be gathered to Him;
so shall I* be honored in the eyes of HASHEM,
and Elohai shall be My oz (strength).
6And He said:
It is too small a thing that Thou shouldest be Eved to Me
to raise up the Shivtei Ya'akov,
and to bring back the Netzurei Yisroel (Preserved of Israel, the She'erit);
I will also give Thee for Ohr Goyim,
that Thoumayest be My Yeshu'ah (Salvation) unto the ketzeh ha'aretz.
7Thus saith HASHEM,
the Go'el Yisroel, and His Kadosh,
to Him of despised nefesh,†
to Himwhom the Goy‡(Nation) abhorreth,
to the EvedMoshelim:
Melachim shall see and arise,
Sarim also shall worship,§
because of HASHEMWho is Ne'eman
and the Kadosh Yisroel, that hath chosen Thee.
8Thus saith HASHEM:
In a time of [My] ratzon (favor) have I answered Thee,*
and in a Yom Yeshu'ah have I helped Thee;
and I will preserve Thee,
and give Thee for a Brit Am†

to raise up Eretz,
to reapportion desolate nechalot‡(inheritances).§
9That thoumayest say to the asurim (the prisoners, those of the Golus): Go forth;
to them that are in choshech: Reveal yourselves.
They shall feed in the derakhim
and their pastures shall be in kol shefayim (high hills).

* 49:1Moshiach † 49:1 See Isa 7:14; Gn3:15; Ps 22:9f;Mic 5:1-2 ‡ 49:3Moshiach, i.e., the She'erit of the She'erit, the

true andworthy Israel and also the Kingwho personifies the People § 49:4Moshiach * 49:5Moshiach † 49:7

See 53:3,11 ‡ 49:7 i.e., Israel; see Isa 53:3,8 § 49:7 52:15 * 49:8Moshiach † 49:8 See Jer 31:31-34; Mk 14:24
‡ 49:8 see Yehoshua chapters 13-21 § 49:8 T.N. Notice that in the previous verse the Moshiach is depicted as a new
Yehoshua, which is also his namesake, Yehoshua Tzemach Shmo, Zech 6:11-12.
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10They shall not hunger nor thirst;
neither shall the sharav* nor shemesh beat on them;
for He that hath rachamim on them shall guide them,
even by the springs of mayim shall He lead them.
11And I will make all My harim into derech,
andMy highways shall be exalted.
12Hinei, these shall come from afar;
and, hinei, these from the tzafon and from the yam;
and these from Eretz Sinim.†

13 Sing joyfully, O Shomayim; and rejoice, O Eretz;
and break forth into singing, O Harim;
for HASHEM hath comforted His people,
and will have rachamim upon his afflicted ones.
14But Tziyon said: HASHEM hath forsakenme,
and Adonoi hath forgottenme.
15Can an isha forget her nursing baby,
that she should not have rachamim on her ben beten?
Indeed, theymay forget,
yet I will not forget thee.
16Behold, I have engraved thee upon the palms of My hands;
thy chomot are continually before Me.
17Thy banim shall make haste;‡
thy destroyers and they that laid thee waste
shall depart from thee.
18Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold;
all these gather themselves together, and come to thee.
As I live, saith HASHEM,
thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all,
as with jewelry and put them on like a kallah.
19For thy ruins and thy desolate places,
and the eretz of thy devastation,
shall even now be too narrow for the inhabitants,§
and they that devoured thee shall be far away.
20 Furthermore, the Bnei Shikkulayich (the Children of thy Bereavement, i.e., the sons born

while theMother was bereaved of other children lost)
shall say again in thine oznayim:
Themakom is too cramped for me;
geshah (fall back, make room, give place) to me that I may dwell.
21Then shalt thou say in thine lev:
Who hath begottenme these,
seeing I am shekhulah (bereaved) of my children, and am galmudah (barren, incapable of

having children),
a captive of the Golus, and thrust away as rejected?
So who has reared these?
Behold I was left a lone survivor;
these, where were they? Where did they come from?
22Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
Hinei, I will lift upMine Yad to the Goyim,
and set upMy nes (banner, rallying flag)* to the Nations;
and they shall bring thy banim in their arms,
and thy banot shall be carried upon their shoulders.
23Andmelachim shall be thy omenim (foster fathers, supporters, nurturers),
and their sarot thy wet nurses;
they shall bow down before thee with their face toward eretz,
and lick the aphar of thy raglayim;

* 49:10 35:7 † 49:12 Sinites ‡ 49:17 to return from the Golus § 49:19 of Tziyon returned from the Golus
* 49:22 i.e., Moshiach; see Isa 11:10
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and thou shalt know that I amHASHEM;
for they shall not be put to shame that wait for Me.
24 Shall the malko'ach (plunder, prey, booty) be taken from the gibbor;
shall the shevi tzaddik be delivered?
25But thus saith HASHEM:
Even the Shevi gibbor shall be taken,
and themalko'ach of the aritz (the fierce, the tyrant) shall escape;
for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee,
and I will save thy banim.
26And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own basar;
and they shall be shikkor (drunk)with their own dahm, as with asis (newwine);
and kol basar shall know that I HASHEM am thyMoshi'a
and thy Go'el, the Avir Ya'akov (Mighty One of Jacob).

50
1Thus saith HASHEM:
Where is the Sefer Keritut (Bill of Divorce)
by which I sent your Em (Mother) away?
Or which Nosheh (Creditor) of Mine is it
to whom I have sold you [into slavery]?
Behold, for your avonot (iniquities) have ye been sold,
and for your peysha'im (rebellions)was your Em sent away.
2Why, when I came, was there no ish (man [at all] to respond)?
When I called, was there none to answer?
Is My Yad too short, that it cannot redeem?
Or have I no ko'ach (power) to save?
Behold, at My rebuke I dry up the yam (sea),
I make the neharot (rivers) amidbar (desert);
their dag (fish) stink, because there is nomayim,
and die of tzama (thirst).
3 I clothe Shomayimwith blackness,
and I make sackcloth their covering.

4Adonoi HASHEM hath givenMe*
the leshon limmudim†(learned tongue of disciples),
that I should know how to speak a devar (word, i.e., word of consolation) in season to him

that is weary;
He wakeneth baboker baboker (morning bymorning),
He wakenethMine ozen (ear)
to hear as the limmudim (disciples, those being taught).
5Adonoi HASHEM hath openedMine ozen (ear),
and I was not rebellious,
neither did I turn back.‡
6 I§ offeredMy gev (back) to them that deliver blows,
andMy lekhi (cheeks) to them that pulled out:*
I hid not My face from kelimot (humiliations, shame)
and rok (spitting, saliva).
7For Adonoi HASHEMwill help Me;†
therefore shall I not be disgraced;
therefore have I set My face‡ as khalamish (flint [See Lk 9:51]),
and I know that I shall not be ashamed.
8He that vindicateth§ is karov (near),
who will contend withMe?
Let us stand together.
Who is Mine Ba'al Mishpat (Adversary in court, the one bringing charges)?
Let him draw near to* Me [in court].
9 See, Adonoi HASHEMwill help Me.†

* 50:4Moshiach; see 2Sm.7:5; Zech.3:8 and Isa 52:13 † 50:4 see 8:16 ‡ 50:5 cf. Gn3:8 § 50:6Moshiach * 50:6

the beard † 50:7Moshiach ‡ 50:7 as hard § 50:8 i.e., maintainsMyRighteousness * 50:8 confront † 50:9
Moshiach
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Who is he that shall condemnMe?
See, they all shall wear out like a beged (garment);
the ahsh (moth) shall eat them.
10Who among you that feareth HASHEM,
that obeyeth the voice of His Eved,‡
though hemay have walked in chashekhim (darknesses),
with no gleam of light for himself,
let him trust B'ShemHASHEM,
and lean upon Elohav.
11 See, all ye that kindle an eish (fire),
ye that prepare for battle with zikot (flashing firebrands),
walk in the light of the fire of your [ownmaking]
and among the zikot (flashing firebrands) that ye have set burning,
and this shall ye have fromMy Yad;
ye shall lie down inma'atze'vah (torment, pain, grieving).§

51
1Pay heed to Me, ye that pursue tzedek,
ye that seek HASHEM;
look unto the Tzur fromwhere ye are cut,
and to the quarry fromwhere ye were hewn.
2Look unto AvrahamAvichem,
and unto Sarah that gave birth to you;
for I called him as one alone,
and put a brocha on him, andmade himmany.
3For HASHEM shall comfort Tziyon;
He will comfort all her ruins;
and Hewill make her midbar like Eden,
and her ruins like the Gan (Garden) of HASHEM;
sasson and simchah shall be found therein,
todah, and the kol zimrah (the sound of singing).
4Pay heed untoMe, OMy people;
and give ear unto Me, OMy Nation;
for torah* shall go forth fromMe,
and I will set at rest†Mymishpat as Ohr Amim (Light for the Nations).
5My tzedek is near;
My Salvation is gone forth,
andMine zero'a shall judge the Ammim;
the iyim shall wait uponMe,
and onMine zero'a‡ shall they trust.
6Lift up your eyes to Shomayim,
and look upon ha'aretz beneath;
for Shomayim shall vanish like ashan (smoke),
and ha'aretz shall wear out like a beged,
and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner;
but My Yeshu'ah (Salvation) shall be l'olam,
andMy tzedakah shall not be dismayed.
7Pay heed untoMe, ye that know tzedek,
Am torati velibam (the People withMy torah in their heart);
fear ye not the cherpat enosh (the reproach, reviling of man)
neither be ye afraid of their giddufot (insults, scorn).
8For the ahsh (moth) shall eat them up like a beged,
and the worm shall eat them like wool;
but My tzedakah shall be l'olam,
andMy Yeshu'ah (Salvation) l'odor dorim (from generation to generation).
9Awake, awake,
clothe thyself with oz, O zero'a HASHEM;§

‡ 50:10Moshiach § 50:11 See Isa 66:24; Dan 12:2; Ps 75:8 * 51:4 42:4 † 51:4 establish ‡ 51:5Moshiach;

See 53:1 § 51:9Moshiach; see Isa 53:1
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awake, as in the yemei kedem,
in the dorot olamim.
Art thou not it that hath cut Rachav to pieces,
and pierced Tannin.*
10Art thou not the OneWho hath dried the yam,
the waters of the tehom rabbah;
that hathmade the depths of the yam a derech
for the ge'ulim (redeemed ones) to cross over?
11Therefore the Redeemed of HASHEM shall return,
and comewith singing unto Tziyon;
and simchat olam shall be upon their rosh;
they shall obtain sasson and simchah;
and sorrow andmourning shall flee away.
12 I, even I, amHe that comforteth you.
Who art thou, that thou shouldest fear enosh that shall die,
and ben adamwhich shall be made as khatzir (grass);
13And forgettest HASHEM Osehcha (thyMaker),
that hath stretched out Shomayim,
and laid the foundations of Eretz;
and thou art terrified tamid (constantly), kol hayom,
because of the fury of the oppressor
when he is ready to destroy?
Andwhere is the fury of the oppressor?
14The tzo'eh (the one stooped [in the Golus]) hasteneth that hemay be set free,
and that he should not die in shachat,
nor that his lechem should fail.
15But I amHASHEM Eloheicha
Who stirs up the yam, whose waves roar;
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.
16And I put Mywords in thymouth,
and I have covered thee in the tzel (shadow) of Mine yad,
that I may set Shomayim in place, and lay the foundations of Eretz,
and say unto Tziyon: Thou art My people.
17Awake, awake, rise up, O Yerushalayim,
which hast drunk at the Yad HASHEM
the kos of His fury; thou hast drunk to the dregs
and drained dry the Kos HaTarelah (Cup of Reeling).
18Among kol banimwhom she hath given birth to,
there is none to guide her;
neither is there any that taketh her by the yad
of kol banim that she hath reared.
19These two are come upon thee.
Who shall grieve for thee?
Shod and shever and ra'av (famine) and cherev;
with whom shall I console thee?
20Thy banim have fainted, they lie at the rosh of all the streets,
like a wild bull in a net;
they are full of the chamat HASHEM,
the rebuke of thy G-d.
21Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted one,
thou drunken one, but not with yayin;
22Thus saith thy L-rd HASHEM,
and thy G-d that pleadeth the cause of His people:
Hinei, I have taken out of thine yad
the Kos HaTarelah (Cup of Reeling, the Cup that causes reeling),
even the dregs of the cup of My fury;
thou shalt nomore drink it again;
23But I will put it into the yad of them that torment thee;

* 51:9 See 27:1
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which have said to thy nefesh,
Bow down, that wemaywalk over;
and thou hast laid thy gev (back) like the ground
and like the street, to them that walked over.

52
1Awake, awake;
clothe thyself with thy strength, O Tziyon;
put on thy garments of splendor,
O Yerushalayim, Ir HaKodesh;
for henceforth there shall nomore come into thee
the arel (uncircumcised) and the tameh (unclean).
2 Shake thyself from the dust;
arise, O captive Yerushalayim;
free thyself from the chains around thy neck,
O captive Bat Tziyon.

3For thus saith HASHEM, Ye have sold yourselves for nothing; and your geulah (redemp-
tion) shall be without kesef.

4For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: My peoplewent down at first intoMitzrayim to sojourn
there; and lately the Assyrian oppressed them.

5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith HASHEM, that My people is taken away for
nothing? They that rule over themmock them, saith HASHEM; and all day long Shemi (My
Name) is continually blasphemed.

6Therefore My people shall know Shemi; therefore they shall know in Yom Hahu that I
amHe that doth speak; hineni, (behold, it is I).

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the Mevaser (bringer of Good Tidings,
the Evangelist),

that publisheth shalom; that bringeth good tidings of tov,
that publisheth Yeshu'ah (Salvation);
that saith unto Tziyon: Thy G-d reigneth!
8Thy tzofim (watchmen) shall lift up the kol (voice);
with the kol together shall they shout for joy;
for they shall see it with their own eyes,
when HASHEM returns to Tziyon.
9Break forth into joy, sing together,
ye ruins of Yerushalayim;
for HASHEM hath comforted His people,
He hath redeemed Yerushalayim.
10HASHEM hathmade bare His zero'a kedoshah*
in the eyes of Kol HaGoyim;
and all the ends of ha'aretz
shall see the Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

11Depart ye, depart ye; come ye out from there;
touch not tameh (unclean thing);
come ye out of themidst of her;
be ye clean, that carry the k'lei HASHEM.
12For ye shall not go out with haste,
nor go by flight;
for HASHEMwill go before you;
and Elohei Yisroel will be your rearguard.†

13Hinei, Avdi‡ shall act wisely,
he shall be raised and be lifted up, and be highly exalted.

* 52:10 See Isa 53:1 † 52:12 Avdi Tzemach Moshiach Zech 3:8 will be exalted; but He must do the work of a kohen
Ps 110:4 regarding the nations, sprinkling them (see Lv 4:16-17; 16:14); so yazzeh (“He [Moshiach] will sprinkle” many
goyim; note: hiphil of naza, “splatter,”meaning “sprinkle”); see Zech 9:9-11 where Moshiach comes with the dahm and
the Brit (Covenant)! Here in Isa 52:15, the covenant dahm (blood) is sprinkled upon the nations of the world; the King of
Kings shall shut themouths of the kings of all the earth. ‡ 52:13Moshiach, see Zech 3:8
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14As rabbim (many)were appalled at thee;§
his appearance was so disfiguredmore than anyman,
and his formmore than the bnei adam;
15 So yazzeh Goyim rabbim (he [Moshiach] will sprinklemany nations);
the melachim (kings) shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them
shall they see;
and of that which they had not heard
shall they have binah (understanding).

53
1Who hath believed our report?
And to whom is the Zero'a HASHEM* revealed?
2For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
and as a Shoresh (Root, Shoresh Yishai, Moshiach Ben Dovid)† out of a dry ground;
he hath no form nor comeliness;
and whenwe shall see him,
there is no beauty that we should desire‡ him.
3He is despised and chadal ishim (rejected bymen);
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with suffering;
and we hid as it were our faces from him;
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 Surely he hath borne our sufferings,
and nasah (carried)§ our sorrows;
yet we did esteem him stricken,*
smitten of G-d,† and afflicted.
5But he was pierced‡ for our transgressions,
he was bruisedmei'avonoteinu (for our iniquities);
the musar (chastisement) that brought us shalom§was upon him [Moshiach];
and at the cost of his [Moshiachʼs] chaburah (stripes, lacerations)we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own derech*(way);
and HASHEM hath laid on him†

the avon (iniquity, the guilt that separates fromG-d) of us all.
7Hewas oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;
he is brought as a seh‡(lamb) to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he openeth not his mouth.
8Hewas taken from prison and from judgment;
and who of his generation declared?
For he was cut off§ out of Eretz Chayyim*
mipesha ami (for the transgression of my people [Yisroel]),
nega†(plague) lamo ([fell] on him).‡
9And hemade his kever (grave)with the resha'im,
and with the oisher§(rich man) bemotayv (in his deaths, intensive plural should be trans-

lated singular, death);
because he had done no chamas (violence),
neither was anymirmah (deceit) in his mouth.*

§ 52:14Moshiach * 53:1 Isa 52:10 † 53:2 Isa 11:1,10, Sanhedrin93b ‡ 53:2 Hag 2:7 § 53:4 Lv 16:22; Isa

53:12 * 53:4 i.e., like a leper is stricken † 53:4 See Dt 21:23 ‡ 53:5 Isa 51:9; Zech 12:10 Sukkah 52a, Ps 22:17

Targum Hashivim § 53:5 Isa 54:10 * 53:6 see Prov 16:25 † 53:6Moshiach ‡ 53:7 see Ex 12:3 § 53:8

Dan 9:26; Lv 17:10 * 53:8 this refers to the mot of Moshiach Ben Dovid, see v.12 † 53:8 cf. Ps 91:10 ‡ 53:8 i.e.,
Moshiach; in light of Ps 11:7 and Job 22:2 we are warranted in saying the suffix is a singular, “him,” not “them”. Cf Gn
9:26-27; Dt 33:2; Isa 44:15; also compare 1Chr 21:17 § 53:9 see Mt 27:57-60 * 53:9We stray as sheep; we return
inMoshiach as children (zera); the Techiyas HaMoshiach (Resurrection of Moshiach) predicted in v. 10 Dead Sea Scrolls
Isaiah Scroll says Moshiach “will see the light [of life];” see also the TargumHaShivim
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10Yet it pleased HASHEM to bruise him;
He hath put him to suffering;
when Thou shalt make his nefesh an asham offering for sin,
he (Moshiach) shall see zera,†
He shall prolong his yamim (days)
and the chefetz HASHEM(pleasure, will ofHASHEM) shall prosper in his‡ hand.
11He§ shall see of the travail of his* nefesh, and shall be satisfied;
by knowledge of him†

shall Tzadik Avdi (My Righteous Servant)‡ justify many;§
for he* shall bear their avon (iniquities).
12Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his nefesh untomavet (death);
and he was numbered with the transgressors;
and he nasah†(bore) [like the YomKippur scapegoat] the sin of many,
andmade intercession‡ for the transgressors.§

54
1 Sing, O akarah (barrenwoman),* thou that didst not bear;
break forth into singing, and shout for joy,
thou that didst not travail with child;
for rabbim bnei shome'mah (more are the children of the desolate woman)†
than the bnei be'ulah (children of themarried woman),‡ saith HASHEM.§
2Enlarge themakom (place, living area) of thy ohel,
and let them stretch forth the curtains of thinemishkenot (tents);
spare not, lengthen thy cords,
and thy stakes make chizzuk (stronger);
3For thou shalt spread out on the yamin (right hand) and on the smol (left);
and thy zera shall inherit the Goyim,
andmake the desolate cities to be inhabited.
4Fear not;
for thou shalt not be ashamed;
neither be thou discouraged;
for thou shalt not suffer disgrace;
for thou shalt forget the boshet alumayich (the shame of thy youth),
and shalt not remember anymore thy cherpat almenut (reproach of widowhood).
5For thy Oseh (Maker) is thine ba'al (husband);
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo;
and thy Go'el is Kadosh Yisroel;
The Elohei Kol HaAretz He is called.
6For HASHEM hath called thee back,
thou who art like an isha forsaken and atzuvat ruach (grieved in spirit)
as a cast off eshet ne'urim (wife of oneʼs youth),
saith thy G-d.
7For a rega katon (small moment) have I abandoned thee;
but with rachamim gedolimwill I gather thee back.
8With a little wrath
I hid My face from thee for a rega (moment);
but with chesed olam
will I have rachamim on thee,
saith thy Go'el, HASHEM.
9For this is as the waters of Noach untoMe;
† 53:10 See Psalm16 andYn1:12 ‡ 53:10Moshiachʼs § 53:11HASHEM * 53:11Moshiachʼs † 53:11Moshiach
‡ 53:11 Moshiach, Zech 3:8, Jer 23:5; Zech 6:11-12, Ezra 3:8 Yehoshua, Yeshua shmo § 53:11 Ro 5:1 * 53:11

Moshiach † 53:12 Lv 16:22 ‡ 53:12 did the work of a mafgi'a, intercessor § 53:12 See Lk 23:34 * 54:1 i.e.,
Yerushalayim emptied out by the Golus that Isaiah sees coming † 54:1 i.e. referring to those of Jerusalem making
aliyah from the Golus so that Moshiachʼs Kehillah can come forth at Jerusalem— Ac 2:41 ‡ 54:1 i.e., Jerusalem as the

Sarah at first barren then greatly fruitful; see Gn 17:16 § 54:1 See Ga 4:27
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for as I have sworn that the waters of Noach
should nomore cover ha'aretz;
so have I sworn that with thee
I would not be in wrath nor rebuke thee.
10For the harim (mountains) shall depart,
and the geva'ot (hills) be removed;
but My chesed shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the Brit of My Shalom be removed,
saith Merachamech HASHEM(HASHEMthe One having rachamim on thee).
11O thou afflicted one, tempest-tossed and unconsoled,
hinei, I will lay thy stones of glistening colors,
and lay thy yesod (foundation, i.e., figuratively of post-Exilic Jerusalemʼs foundation) with

sapphires.
12And I will make thy battlements of rubies,
and thy she'arim (gates) of carbuncles,
and all thy walls of avnei chefetz (precious stones).
13And all thy banim shall be taught of HASHEM;
and the shalom of thy banim shall be rav (great).
14 In tzedakah (righteousness) shalt thou be established;
thou shalt be far from oshek (oppression, tyranny); f
or thou shalt not fear;
and thou shalt be far frommechitah (terror);
for it shall not come near thee.
15 Indeed, if attacking they stir up strife, it is not fromMe;
whosoever shall gather together against thee, yipol (he shall fall) for thy sake.
16 See, I have created the charash (ironsmith, blacksmith)
that fanneth the red-hot coals in the eish (fire),
the one forging a keli (an instrument) for his ma'aseh (work);
and I have created themashchit (destroyer, waster, spoiler) to destroy.
17No keli (weapon, instrument) that is formed
against thee shall prosper;
and every leshon (tongue) that shall rise against thee inmishpat (judgment, accusation)
tarshi'i (thou shalt condemn, prove false, refute, prove wrong).
This is the nachalat avdei HASHEM(the heritage of the servants ofHASHEM),
and their tzedakah (righteousness, vindication) is fromMe, saith HASHEM.

55
1Come, kol tzameh (all ye who are thirsty), come ye to themayim
and he that hath no kesef;
come ye, buy, and eat;
yes, come, buy yayin and cholov
without kesef and without mekhir (price, cost).
2Why do ye spend kesef for that which is not lechem?
And your labor for that which satisfieth not?
Pay heed diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is tov,
and let your nefesh delight itself in deshen (the best food, the fat of the land).
3 Incline your ozen, and come untoMe;
hear, and your nefesh shall live;
and I will make with you a Brit Olam,
even the chasdei Dovid hane'emanim.*
4 See, I have given him† for an ed l'ummim (witness to the Nations),
a Nagid andMetzavveh (commander) for the Nations.
5Behold, thou shalt summon a Goy (People) that thou knowest not,
and Goy that knew not thee shall run unto thee
l'ma'an (for the sake of)HASHEM Eloheicha
and for Kadosh Yisroel;
for He hath glorified thee.
6 Seek ye HASHEMwhile Hemay be found,

* 55:3 See Ac 13:34 † 55:4Moshiach, Ac 13:34 OJAC
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call ye upon Himwhile He is karov (near);
7Let the rasha forsake his derech,
and the ish aven his machshevot;
and let him return unto HASHEM,
and Hewill have rachamim upon him;
and to Eloheinu, for He will abundantly pardon.
8For Mymachshevot are not yourmachshevot,
neither are the darkhei (ways) of you the darkhei of Me, saith HASHEM.
9For as Shomayim is higher than ha'aretz,
so are the darkhei of Me higher than the darkhei of you,
andMymachshevot than yourmachshevot.
10For as the geshem cometh down,
and the sheleg (snow) from Shomayim,
and returneth not to there,
but watereth ha'aretz,
andmaketh it yield forth v'hitzmicha (and sprout, spring up; Tzemach),
that it may give zera to the zore'a (sower),
and lechem to the eater;
11 So shall My Davar (theWord ofHASHEM) be that goeth forth out of Mymouth;
He shall not return untoMe reikam (empty, void)
but He‡ shall do that which I please,
and He§ shall accomplish the purpose whereto I sent Him.
12For ye shall go out with simcha,
and be led back with shalom;
the harim and the geva'ot (hills)
shall break forth into singing before you,
and kol atzei hasadeh shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thornbush shall come up the cypress,
and instead of the sirpad (nettle, prickly herb) shall come up themyrtle;
and it shall be to HASHEM for a Shem,
for an ot olam lo yikaret (everlasting sign that shall not be cut off).*

56
1Thus saith HASHEM:
Be shomer over mishpat, and do tzedakah (righteousness);
for My Yeshu'ah (salvation) is near to come,
andMy tzedakah to be revealed.
2Ashrei enosh that doeth this,
and the ben adam that layeth hold on it;
that is shomer Shabbos avoiding chillul Shabbos,
and is shomer to keep his yad from doing kol rah.
3Neither let the ben hanekhar,
that hath joined himself to HASHEM, speak, saying:
HASHEM hath utterly separatedme fromHis people;
neither let the saris say:
See, I am an etz yavesh (dry tree).
4For thus saith HASHEM
unto the sarisim that are shomer Shabbos over My Shabbatot,
and choose the things that please Me,
and hold fast to My Brit:
5Even unto themwill I give in Mine Bais*
withinMy chomot a yad vashem tov
better than of banim and of banot;
I will give them a ShemOlam,
that shall not be yikaret (cut off).
6Also the bnei hanekhar, that join themselves to HASHEM

‡ 55:11 the Davar HASHEM, see Yn 1:1,14 § 55:11 the Davar HASHEM * 55:13 See Dan 9:26 * 56:5HaMikdash
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to minister unto Him,
and l'ahavah es ShemHASHEM,
to be His avadim,
every one that is shomer Shabbos avoiding chillul Shabbos,
and holds fast My Brit;
7Even themwill I bring to My Har Kodesh,
andmake them have simcha inMy Bais Tefillah;
their olot and their zevakhim
shall be accepted uponMineMizbe'ach;
for Mine Bais shall be called
Bais Tefillah l'khol HaAmim (House of Prayer for All Nations).
8Thus says Adonoi HASHEM,
Who gathereth the Nidchei Yisroel (the outcasts of Israel, i.e., those being divinely gathered

back from the Golus):
Yet will I gather others,
besides those that are already gathered.†

9All ye animals of the wild, come to devour,
yes, all ye animals in the ya'ar (forest).
10His tzof (watchmen, sentinels, nevi'im) are ivrim (blind);
they all lack da'as,
they are all kelavim illemim (mute watchdogs) that cannot bark;
lying around dreaming, they love to slumber.‡
11Yes, they are kelavim azei nefesh (hungry dogs) never satisfied,
and they are ro'im (shepherds)with no da'as;
they all look to their ownway,§
every one having his end fixated on his own gain.
12Come ye, say they, I will get yayin,
and wewill fill ourselves with shechar (strong drink);
andmakhar (tomorrow) shall be like this day,
and gadol yeter me'od (and evenmuch better).

57
1The tzaddik perisheth,
and no ish layeth it to lev;
and anshei chesed are taken away,
none considering that the tzaddik is taken away
from the ra'ah (evil, calamity) to come.
2He shall enter into shalom;
they shall rest in their mishkevot (couches, i.e., tombs),
each one walking in his nekhochah (uprightness, integrity, honesty).
3But draw near to here,
ye bnei onenah (you children of a sorceress),
zera mena'ef (offspring of an adulterer) and she who plays the zonah.
4At whom are you sneering?
Against whommake ye a widemouth,
and draw out the leshon?
Are ye not yeledim of peysha (rebellion),
zera sheker?
5Enflaming yourselves among* elim (oaks, big trees)
under every spreading tree,
slaughtering the yeladim in the valleys
under the clefts of the rocks?
6Among the smooth stones of the wadi is thy chelek;
they are thy goral;
even to them† hast thou poured nesekh,
thou hast offeredminchah.
For these [provocations], should I relent?
7Upon a lofty and high har

† 56:8 See Yn 10:16 ‡ 56:10 See Jer 6:17; Ezek 3:17 by contrast § 56:11 See Isa 53:6 * 57:5 cult prostitution and
Ba'al sympathetic magic in worshipping fertility † 57:6 the stone idols; see Jer 3:9
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hast thou set up thymishkav (bed i.e., fertility rites);
there wentest thou up to offer zevach.
8Behind the delet also and themezuzah (doorpost)
hast thou set up thy zikron ([pornographic and idolatrous]memorial);
deserting Me, thou hast uncovered thyself, and art gone up;
thou hast enlarged thymishkav (bed)
and cut‡ for thee with them [a Brit];
thou lovedst their mishkav (bed)
where thou hast looked on their yad.§
9And thou wentest to Melech;*
with shemen thou didst increase thy perfumes,
and didst send thy† envoys far,
even down unto Sheol.
10Thou art wearied in the length of thy derech;
yet saidst thou not: It is hopeless;
thou hast found the chayyat yad (life of hand, power) of thine;
therefore thou wast not faint.
11And of whom hast thou dreaded or feared,
that thou hast lived a lie,
and hast not rememberedMe,
nor laid it to thy lev (i.e., pondered it)?
Have not I held My peaceme'olam (even from of old),
and thou fearest Me not?
12 I will preach thy tzedakah,
and thyma'asim, that they shall not profit thee.
13When thou criest for help, let thy‡ kibutzim (heaps, collections) save thee;
but the ruach shall carry them all away;
hevel shall take them;
but he that putteth his trust in Me shall inherit eretz,
and shall inherit My Har Kodesh;
14And shall say:
Build ye [a road], build ye [a road], prepare the Derech,
remove themichshol (stumblingblock, obstacle)
from the Derech Ami (theWay, Road ofMy People).
15For thus saith the High and Exalted,
Shokhen Ad (the OneWho abideth forever, i.e., Who inhabits eternity), Kadosh Shmo:
I dwell in marom v'kadosh (the high and holy place),
with him also that is of a contrite and lowly ruach,
to revive the ruach of the shefalim (humble, lowly ones)
and to revive the lev nidka'im (contrite of heart).
16For I will not contend l'olam (forever),
neither will I lanetzach (always) be in wrath;
for the ruach (spirit)would grow faint before Me,
even the neshamot (souls)which I havemade.
17For the avon (iniquity) of his covetousness
was I in wrath, and struck him;§
I hid, and was in wrath,
and he* went on shovav (backsliding)
in the derech of his lev (heart).
18 I have seen the drakhim of him,†
andwill heal him; I will lead him also,
and restore nichumim (comforts)
unto him and to his avelim (mourners).
19 I create the [repentant] fruit of the lips;
Shalom, shalom to him that is far off,
and to him that is near, saith HASHEM;

‡ 57:8 a Brit § 57:8 i.e., phallus * 57:9 i.e., the pagan g-d Molech, the deity of sacrificed offspring and abortions
† 57:9 political ‡ 57:13 idol § 57:17 the wicked * 57:17 the wicked † 57:18 the wicked
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and I will heal him.
20But the resha'im are like the troubled yam (sea),
when it cannot sheket (be quiet),
whosemayim cast upmire andmud.
21There is no shalom, saith Elohai,
for the resha'im.‡

58
1Cry aloud, restrain not,
lift up thy kol (voice) like the shofar,
and preach to My people their peysha (transgression, rebellion)
and Bais Ya'akov their chattot.
2Yet they seekMe yom yom (daily),
and for the da'as of My Drakhim they seem eager,
like a Goy (Nation) that doeth tzedakah,
like one that did not forsakemishpat Elohav;
they ask of Me themishpetei-tzedek;
they seem eager for kirvat Elohim (getting close to G-d, revival).
3Why have we done a tzom, say they, and Thou seest not?
Why have we afflicted nafsheinu, and Thou takest no notice?
See, in your yom tzom ye find chefetz (pleasure, personal advantage)
and exploit all your toilers.
4 See, ye undergo a tzom for grievance and strife,
and to strike with the fist of resha;
ye shall not do a tzom as ye do today,
to make your voice to be heard onmarom.
5 Is such as this a tzom that I have chosen?
Merely for adam to afflict his nefesh?
To bow down his rosh like a bulrush,
and to spread sackcloth and efer (ashes) under him?
Wilt thou call this a tzom,
and a yom ratzon (a day of acceptance, an acceptable day) unto HASHEM?
6 Is not this the tzom that I have chosen?
To loose the chartzubbot resha (chains of wickedness, injustice),
to undo the aguddot motah (bindings of the yoke bar),
and to let the retzutzim (oppressed ones) go as chafeshim (free ones),
and that ye break kol motah (every yoke of oppression)?
7 Is it not paras lechem (breaking bread of thine, i.e., serving food) to the hungry,
and that thou bring the homeless aniyyim (poor) to thy bais?
When thou seest the arom (naked), that thou cover himwith clothing;
and that thou hide not thyself from thine own basar (flesh and blood, kinspeople)?
8Then shall thy light break forth like the shachar (dawn),
and thine healing titzmach (shall spring forth; Tzemach) speedily;
and thy tzedek shall go before thee;
the kavod HASHEM shall be thy rearguard.
9Then shalt thou call, and HASHEM shall answer;
thou shalt cry for help, and He shall say: Hineni!
If thou remove from themidst of thee themotah (yoke),
the pointing of the etzba (finger [of contempt]) and speaking aven (evil, lashon hora);
10And if thou draw out thy nefesh to the hungry,
and satisfy the nefesh of the afflicted,
then shall thy ohr rise in choshech,
and thy darkness shall be as the noon;
11And HASHEM shall guide thee tamid,
and satisfy thy nefesh in drought,
and strengthen thy atzmot;
and thou shalt be like a gan raveh (well-watered garden),
and like amotzahmayim (spring of water),
whosemayim fail not.
‡ 57:21 T.N. For deliverance ministry fasting is a key weapon, one that is needed in spiritual warfare in the last days as
we see people getting demonized and needing deliverance.
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12And they that shall be of thee shall rebuild the charevot olam (ancient ruins);
thou shalt raise up themosedei dor vador (the foundations of many generations);
and thou shalt be called, Goder Peretz (Repairer of the Breach);
Meshovev Netivot Lashevet (Restorer of the Streets For Habitation).
13 If thou turn away thy regel on account of Shabbos,
from doing thy chefetz onMy YomKodesh;
and call Shabbos an Oneg (Delight),
the Kedosh HASHEM(Holy Day ofHASHEM), “honored”;
and if thou shalt honor it, not doing thine darkhim
nor finding thine own chefetz, nor speaking [worldly] words:
14Then shalt thou delight in HASHEM;
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of eretz,
and feed thee with the nachalat Ya'akov Avicha;
for themouth of HASHEM hath spoken.

59
1Behold, the Yad HASHEM is not too short, that it cannot save;
neither His ozen (ear) too kaved (hard, insensitive, heavy, dull) that it cannot hear;
2But your avonot (iniquities) have separated you and Eloheichem,
and your chattot (sins) have concealed His face from you,
that He will not hear.
3For your hands are defiled and polluted with dahm,
and your fingers with avon (iniquity);
your lips have spoken sheker,
your leshon (tongue)hathmuttered avlah (perverseness,wickedness, iniquity, lashonhora).
4None calleth* b'tzedek (in righteousness),
nor any pleadeth b'emunah (in faithfulness, in truth);
they trust in tohu (nothingness),† and speak shav (vanity);
they conceive amal (trouble), and give birth to aven (wickedness).
5They hatch the beytzim (eggs) of the tzifoni (viper, poisonous snake),
and weave the webs of the akavish (spider);
he that eateth of their beytzim (eggs) dieth,
and of that which is cracked open, an efeh (kind of poisonous snake) is hatched.
6Their webs shall not become beged (garments),
neither shall they cover themselves with their ma'asim;
their ma'asim arema'asei aven (works of wickedness),
and the po'al chamas (act of violence) is in their hands.
7Their raglayim (feet) run to rah,
and theymake haste for shefach dahm naki (blood shed of the innocent);
their machsh'vot (thoughts) aremachsh'vot of aven (wickedness);
shod (desolation) and shever (destruction) are on their highways.
8Of the Derech Shalom they have no da'as;
and there is nomishpat (justice) in their circuits;
they havemade themselves crooked roads;
whosoever walketh thereon shall not know shalom.
9Therefore is mishpat (justice) far from us,
neither doth tzedakah overtake us;
we wait for ohr, but, hinei, choshech;
for negohot (brightness), but we walk in gloom.
10We grope by the wall like the ivrim (blind),
and we grope as if we had no einayim (eyes);
we stumble at tzohorayim (noon) as in twilight;
we are in full vigor and stout, yet we are as mesim (dead ones).
11We all growl like dubim (bears),
andmoan continually like yonim (doves);
we look for mishpat, but there is none;
for Yeshu'ah (Salvation), but it is far off from us.
12Because peysha'einu (our rebellions) havemultiplied before Thee,
and chattoteinu (our sins) testify against us;

* 59:4 unto HASHEM † 59:4 nothingness, see Gn 1:2
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for peysha'einu are still with us;
and as for avonoteinu (our iniquities), we acknowledge them:
13 In rebelling against and kachash (denying)HASHEM,
and nasog (turning away) from Eloheinu,
speaking oshek (oppression) and sarah (revolt),
conceiving and uttering from the lev (heart) divrei sheker (words of falsehood).
14Andmishpat (justice) is turned back,
and tzedakah (righteousness) standeth afar off;
for emes (truth) is fallen in the rechov (street),
and nacho'ach (honesty) cannot enter.
15 Indeed, emes (truth) faileth;
and he that departeth from rah (evil)
maketh himself a prey;

And HASHEM saw it,
and it was displeasing in His sight
that there was nomishpat (justice).
16And He saw that there was no ish (man),
and was appalled that there was noMafgi'a (Intercessor);
therefore His own Zero'a (Arm)wrought Salvation unto Him;
and His own tzedakah (righteousness)He relied on.‡
17For He put on tzedakah as breastplate armor,
and a helmet of Yeshu'ah (Salvation, Saving Power) upon His rosh;
and He put on the bigdei nakam (garments of vengeance) for a uniform,
and was clad with kinah (zeal) as ame'il (mantle, cloak).
18According to their gemulot (deeds, dealings), so He will repay,
chemah (fury, wrath) to His adversaries, gemul (recompence) to His oyevim (enemies);
to the iyim (islands)Hewill repay gemul (recompence, due).
19 So shall they fear the ShemHASHEM from thema'arav (west),
and His kavod from the rising of the shemesh.
When the enemy shall come in like a nahar (flood, river),
the Ruach§ of HASHEM shall lift up a standard against him.
20And the Go'el (Redeemer,Moshiach) shall come to Tziyon,
and unto them that make teshuva and turn from peysha (rebellion) in Ya'akov,
saith HASHEM.*

21As for Me, this is My Brit†(Covenant)with them,‡ saith HASHEM; My Ruach§ that is upon
thee,* andMywordswhich I have put in thymouth, shall not depart out of thymouth, nor
out of the mouth of thy zera,† nor out of the mouth of the zera of thy zera,‡ saith HASHEM,
from henceforth and ad olam (forever).

60
1Arise, shine; for thy* ohr is come,
and the kavod HASHEM is risen upon thee.
2For, hinei, the choshech shall cover Eretz,
and gross darkness the nations;
but HASHEM shall arise upon thee,
and His kavod shall be seen upon thee.
3And the Goyim shall walk by thy ohr,
andmelachim by the brightness of thy shining.
4Lift up thine eyes round about, and see;
they all gather themselves together, they come to thee;
thy banim shall come from afar,
and thy banot shall be carried at thy side.
5Then thou shalt see, and be radiant,
and thine lev shall fear, and swell;

‡ 59:16 Isa 53:1; Jer 23:6 § 59:19Hakodesh * 59:20 SeeRo11:26 † 59:21 see Isa 42:6; 49:8; 54:10; 55:3 ‡ 59:21

i.e.,withMoshiachʼs zera, see Isa53:10 § 59:21Hakodesh * 59:21Moshiach, see Isa11:2; 42:1; 48:16; 61:1 † 59:21

Isa 53:10 ‡ 59:21 i.e. Moshiachʼs zera generationally * 60:1 Tziyonʼs
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because the hamon yam shall be converted unto thee,
the chayil Goyim (wealth of the Nations) shall come unto thee.
6A swarm of gemalim (camels) shall cover thee,
foals of Midyan and Ephah;
all they from Sheva shall come;
they shall bring zahav and levonah (frankincense);
and they shall bear glad tidings of tehillot (the praises of)HASHEM.
7Kol tzon Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee,
the rams of Nevayot shall minister unto thee;
they shall come up al ratzon (with acceptance) uponMineMizbe'ach,
and I will glorify the Beis of My Tiferet (The Beis [HaMikdash] ofMy Glory).
8Who are these that fly like a cloud,
and like the yonim to their roosts?
9 Surely the iyim shall wait for Me,
and the oniyot (ships) of Tarshish will come first,
to bring thy banim from afar,
their kesef and their zahav with them,
unto the Shem of HASHEM thy G-d,
and to the Kadosh Yisroel,
because He hath glorified thee.
10And the Bnei Nekhar shall build up thy chomot,
and their melachim shall minister unto thee;
for in My ketzef I struck thee,
but in My ratzon have I had rachamim on thee.
11Therefore thy She'arim shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut yomam valailah;
that menmay bring unto thee the chayil Goyim (wealth of the Nations),
and that their melachimmay be led in procession.
12For the Goy andMamlachah
that will not serve thee shall perish;
yes, those Goyim shall be utterly ruined.†
13The kavod HaLevanon shall come unto thee,
the juniper tree, the box tree, and the cypress together,
to beautify themakom (place) of MyMikdash;
and I will make themakom of My raglayim glorious.
14The banim also of them that oppress thee
shall come unto thee in submission;
and all they that despised thee
shall prostrate themselves down at the soles of thy raglayim;
and they shall call thee, The Ir of HASHEM,
Tziyon of Kadosh Yisroel.
15Whereas thou has been forsaken and hated,
so that none passed through thee,
I will make thee a Ga'on Olam (Everlasting Pride),
a joy dor vador.
16Thou shalt also drink the cholov Goyim,
and shalt nurse at the breast of melachim;
and thou shalt know that I HASHEM am thyMoshia
and thy Go'el, the Avir Ya'akov (Mighty One of Jacob).
17 Instead of nechoshet I will bring zahav,
and for barzel (iron) I will bring kesef,
and for etzim (wood) nechoshet,
and for avanim (stones) barzel (iron);
I will also make thy pekudim shalom,
and thine nogesim tzedakah.
18Chamas shall nomore be heard in thy land,
shod nor shever within thy borders;
but thou shalt call thy chomot Yeshu'ah (Salvation),
† 60:12T.N.Notice that an anti-Jerusalem, anti-Jewish sentiment amongbelievers is a contradiction in termshere in this
verse
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and thy she'arim Tehillah (Praise).
19The shemesh shall be nomore thy ohr yomam;
neither for brightness shall the yarei'ach give light unto thee;
but HASHEM shall be unto thee an Ohr Olam,
and thy G-d thy tiferet.
20Thy shemesh shall nomore go down;
neither shall thy yarei'ach wane;
for HASHEM shall be for thee an Ohr Olam,
and the yamim of thy avelut shall be ended.
21Thy people also shall be all of them tzaddikim;
they shall inherit the Eretz l'olam,
the Netzer‡ of My planting,
the ma'aseh of My hands, that I may be glorified.
22The katon shall become an elef,
and the smallest a mighty nation;
I HASHEMwill hasten it in its time.

61
1The Ruach* of Adonoi HASHEM is uponme,†
because HASHEMmashach (hath anointed)me‡
to preach besurah (good news, glad tidings) unto the anavim (meek, poor, oppressed);
He hath sent me to bind up the nishberei lev (the brokenhearted),
to proclaim deror (freedom, liberty) for the shevuyim ([Golus] captives),
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;
2To proclaim the Shnat Ratzon L'HASHEM(the year of the L-rdʼs favor and grace),
and the YomNakam L'Eloheinu (our G-dʼs Day of Vengeance);
to comfort all the avelim (mourners);
3To grant unto Avelei Tziyon (Mourners of Zion),
giving unto them a flower wreath instead of ashes,
the shemen sasson (oil of joy) instead of avel (mourning),
the garment of tehillah (praise) for the ruach of keheh (fainting, a heavy spirit);
that theymight be called Eilei HaTzedek (Oaks of Righteousness),
the planting of HASHEM, that Hemight be glorified.
4And they shall rebuild charvot olam (the old ruins),
they shall raise up the shomemot rishonim (former desolations),
and they shall make new the cities of chorev (ruin),
the shomemot (desolations) dor vador.
5And zarim shall stand and shepherd your tzon,
and bnei nekhar shall be
your plowmen and your vinedressers.
6But ye shall be named the Kohanim of HASHEM;
men shall call you theMesharetim (Ministers) of Eloheinu;
ye shall eat the chayil Goyim,
(wealth of Nations) and in their kavod shall ye boast.
7 Instead of your bushah (shame) ye shall have amishneh (double [portion]);
and for dishonor they shall rejoice in their chelek (portion):
therefore in their land they shall possess themishneh;
simchat olam (everlasting joy) shall be unto them.
8For I HASHEM lovemishpat,
I hate gazel (robbery) in [obtaining] the olah (burnt offering);
and I will direct their work in emes,
and I will make a Brit Olam§with them.
9And their zera shall be known among the Goyim
and their offspring among the Nations:
all that see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are the Zera Berach HASHEM.
10 I will greatly rejoice in HASHEM,

‡ 60:21 SeeMt 2:23 * 61:1Hakodesh † 61:1Moshiach ‡ 61:1Moshiach § 61:8 Gn 12:1-3; Isa 55:3
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my nefesh shall be joyful in Elohai;
for He hath clothedmewith the Bigdei Yesha (Garments of Salvation),
He hath coveredmewithMe'il Tzedakah (the Robe of Righteousness)
like a Choson arrays himself with splendor,
and like a Kallah adorneth herself with her jewels.
11For as Eretz bringeth forth her tzemach,
and as the gan (garden) the things that are sown in it tatzmiach (causes [them] to spring

forth);
so Adonoi HASHEMwill tzedakah (righteousness) and tehillah (praise)
yatzmiach (cause [them] to spring forth) before kol HaGoyim.

62
1For the sake of Tziyon will I not holdmy peace
and for the sake of Yerushalayim I will not remain quiet,
until her tzedek go forth like nogah (brightness),
and her Yeshu'ah (Salvation) like a blazing lapid (torch),
2And the Goyim shall see thy tzedek,
and kol melachim thy kavod;
and thou shalt be called by a shem chadash,
which themouth of HASHEM shall designate.
3Thou shalt also be an ateret tiferet
in the Yad HASHEM,
and a tzanif melukhah (royal turban, diadem)
in the palm of thy G-d.
4Of thee it shalt nomore be said, Azuvah (Forsaken);
neither of thy land shall it anymore be said, Shemameh (Desolate);
but thou shalt be called Cheftzi-Vah, (My Delight is in her)
and thy land Beulah (Married):
for HASHEM delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married.
5For as a bochurmarrieth a betulah,
so shall thy banimmarry thee;
and as the choson rejoiceth over the kallah,
so shall thy G-d rejoice over thee.
6 I have set shomrim upon thy chomot, O Yerushalayim,
which shall never hold their peace yom nor lailah;
ye that remind HASHEM, keep not silence,
7And give Him no rest,
until He establish, and until Hemake
Yerushalayim a tehillah (praise) in Ha'Aretz.
8HASHEM hath sworn by His yamin,
and by the zero'a of His oz (might),
Surely I will nomore give thy dagan
(grain) to be food for thine oyevim;
and the bnei nekhar shall not drink thy tirosh,
for the which thou hast toiled;
9But they that have harvested it shall eat it,
and praise HASHEM;
and they that have gathered it in shall drink it
in the khatzerot (courtyards) of My Kodesh (Holy Place).
10Pass through, pass through the She'arim;
prepare ye the Derech HaAm;
Build up, build up themesilah (highway);
gather out the even (stones);
lift up a nes (banner) [visible] over HaAmim (the Nations).
11Hinei, HASHEM hath proclaimed
unto the ketzeh HaAretz (end of the Earth):
Say ye to Bat Tziyon, Hinei, thy Salvation cometh;
hinei, His sachar (reward) is with Him,
and His recompense before Him.
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12And they shall call them, The AmHaKodesh,
the Geulei HASHEM;
and thou shalt be called, Derushah (one being sought),
Ir Lo Ne'ezavah (City Not Deserted).

63
1Who is this that cometh from Edom,
with crimson begadim (garments) from Botzrah?
This that is glorious in His apparel,
striding in the greatness of His ko'ach?
It is I, speaking in tzedakah,
mighty to save.
2Why art Thou adom (red) in Thine apparel,
and Thy garments like him that treadeth in the winepress?
3 I have trodden the winepress alone;
and of the amim (peoples, nations) there was none withMe;
for I will trample them inMine wrath,*
and trod them down inMy fury;
and the juice of their life blood splattered uponMy garments,
and I stained all My raiment.
4For YomNekam (Day of Vengeance) is in Mine lev,
andMy Shanat Geulah (Year of Redemption) is come.
5And I looked,
and there was no ozer (helper);
and I was appalled
that there was no supporter;
therefore Mine own zero'a wrought Salvation for Me;
andMywrath, it upheld Me.
6And I will trample down the amim (nations) in Mine wrath,
andmake them drunk inMy fury,
and I will pour out the juice of their life blood down on the earth.
7 I will rehearse the chasadim (lovingkindnesses) of HASHEM,
and the tehillot HASHEM,
according to all that HASHEM hath bestowed on us,
and the great goodness toward the Bais Yisroel,
which He hath bestowed on them according to His rachamim,
and according to themultitude of His chasadim.
8For He said: Surely they are My people,
banim that will not be sheker (false);
so He became their Moshi'a (Savior).
9 In all their tzoros He was afflicted,
and themalach of His presence saved them;
in His ahavah and in His mercy
He redeemed them;
and He lifted them up,
and carried them kol y'mei olam.
10But they rebelled,
and grieved His Ruach Hakodesh;
therefore He turned against them as oyev (enemy),
and He fought against them.
11Then His people remembered
the y'mei olam (days of old), of Moshe.
Where is He that brought them up out of the yam (sea)
with the ro'im of His tzon?
Where is He that put His Ruach Hakodesh
in themidst of them?
12Who led them at the right hand of Moshe

* 63:3 i.e., Moshiachʼs work of wrath
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with His zero'a tiferet,
dividing themayim before them,
to make Himself a ShemOlam?
13Who led them through the tehomot,
like the sus (horse) in themidbar,
that they should not stumble?
14As behemah goeth down into the valley,
the Ruach HASHEM caused them to rest;
thus didst Thou lead Thy people,
to make for Thee a Shem Tiferet.

15Look down from Shomayim, and behold
from the habitation of Thy kodesh and of Thy Tiferet.
Where is Thy kina (zeal) and Thy gevurah (might)?
The yearning of Thy heart and of Thy rachamim
are withheld towardme.
16Doubtless Thou art Avinu,
though Avraham not have da'as of us,
and Yisroel not acknowledge us;
Thou, HASHEM, art Avinu, Go'aleinu;
Shemecha is from everlasting.
17HASHEM, why hast Thoumade us to go astray from Thy drakhim,
and hardened libenu (our hearts) from fearing Thee?
Shuv (return) l'ma'an (for the sake of) Avadeicha (Thy servants),
Shivtei Nachalatecha (the Tribes of Thine Inheritance).
18 Am Kadshecha (People of Thy holiness, Thy Holy People) have possessed it but a little

while;
our adversaries have trampled down ThyMikdash.
19We have become such as them
over whom Thou hast never ruled,
those whowere not called by Shimecha (Thy Name).

[64:1] O, that Thouwouldest rend Shomayim, that Thouwouldest come down,
so that the harimmight shake at Thy presence,

64
1As eish burneth brushwood,
eish causeth themayim to boil,
[O, that Thouwouldst come down] to make Thy Shem known to Thine adversaries,
that the Goyimmight tremble at Thy presence!
2When Thou didst terrible things
which we looked not for,
Thou camest down,
the harim shook at Thy presence.
3Forme'olam (since ancient times) no one hath heard,
nor perceived by the ozen,
neither hath the ayin seen any Elohim besides Thee,
Who acts on behalf of him that waiteth for Him.
4Thoumeetest with him that rejoiceth to work tzedek,
those that remember Thee in Thy drakhim;
see, Thou art in wrath; for we have been in sins;
in them a long time, and shall we be saved?
5But we are all as the tameh (unclean thing),
and kol tzidkoteinu (all our righteousness, our righteous deeds,works) are like beged iddim

(filthy rags, a garment of menstruation);
and we all do fade like the aleh (leaf);
and avoneinu (our iniquities), like the ruach, have taken us away.
6And there is none that calleth upon Thy Shem,
that stirreth up himself to take hold of Thee;
for Thou hast hid Thy face from us,
and hast consumed us, because of avoneinu.
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7But now, HASHEM, Thou art Avinu (Our Father);
we are the chomer (clay), and Thou, Yotzreinu (our Potter, Maker, Creator);
and we all are thema'aseh (work) of Thy yad.
8Be not in wrath adme'od, HASHEM,
neither remember avon forever;
behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all Thy people.
9Arei Kadsheicha (Thy holy cities) are amidbar,
Tziyon is a midbar,
Yerushalayim, a desolation.
10Beis Kadsheinu v'Tifarteinu,
where Avoteinu praised Thee,
is burned upwith eish;
and kol machamadeinu (all our desiring) is in ruins.
11Wilt Thou refrain Thyself after these things, HASHEM?
Wilt Thou hold Thy peace, and afflict us adme'od?

65
1 I let Myself be sought of them
that asked not for Me;
I let Myself be found of them
that sought me not;
I said: Hineni, behold Me,
unto a Goy (Nation, People) that was not called byMy Shem.
2 I have spread out My yad kol hayom
unto an Am Sorer (stubbornly rebellious people),
which walketh in a derech lo tov,
after their ownmachshevot (thoughts);
3HaAm that provokethMe to anger
continually to My face;
that sacrificeth in ganot (gardens),
and burneth sacrifices upon brick;
4Which remain among the kevarim,
and spend the night in closed places,
which eat basar hachazir,
and broth of piggulim*(uncleanmeat) in their vessels;
5Which say: Stand by thyself, come not near to me;
for I am kadosh to thee (holier than thou).
These are a smoke inMy nose,
an eish that burneth kol hayom.
6Hinei, it is written before Me:
I will not keep silent, but will recompense fully,
even recompense into their kheyk,
7Your avonot, and the iniquities
of your avot together, saith HASHEM,
because they burned sacrifices upon themountains,
and insultedMe upon the hills;
therefore will I measure
their former peulot into their kheyk.
8Thus saith HASHEM:
As the tirosh is found in the cluster,
and one saith: Destroy it not;
for a brocha is in it;
so will I do in behalf of My Servants,
that I may not destroy them all.
9And I will bring forth a zera out of Ya'akov,
and out of Yehudah a yoresh (inheritor) of Mymountains;
andMine Bechir (Chosen ones) shall inherit it,
andMy Servants shall dwell there.
10And Sharon shall be ameadow for tzon,
and the valley of Achor a place for the flock to lie down,

* 65:4 Lv 7:18
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for Ami (My People)who seekMe.
11But ye are they that forsake HASHEM,
that forget My Har Kadosh,
that prepare a shulchan for Fortune,
and that furnish the drink offering for Destiny.
12Therefore will I destine you for the cherev,
and ye shall all bow down to the slaughtering place;
because when I called, ye did not answer;
when I spoke, ye did not hear;
but did the rah before Mine eyes,
and did choose that wherein I delighted not.
13Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
Hinei, My Servants shall eat,
but ye shall be hungry;
hinei, My Servants shall drink,
but ye shall be thirsty;
hinei, My Servants shall rejoice,
but ye shall be ashamed;
14Hinei, My Servants shall sing for joy of lev,
but ye shall cry out from anguish of lev,
and shall wail from brokenness of ruach.
15And ye shall leave your shem
for a curse unto My Bechir;
for Adonoi HASHEM shall put thee to death,
and call His Avadim by another shem;
16That he who blesseth himself in ha'aretz
shall bless himself by Elohei Omein (the G-d of [the] Amen, the G-d of Truth);
and he that taketh an oath in ha'aretz
shall take the oath by Elohei Omein;
because the former tzoros are forgotten,
and because they are hid fromMine eyes.
17For, hinei, I create Shomayim Chadashim
and eretz Chadashah;
and the rishonot shall not be remembered,
nor come into mind.
18But be ye glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;
for, hinei, I create Yerushalayim a rejoicing,
and her people a joy.
19And I will rejoice in Yerushalayim,
and joy in Ami;
and the voice of weeping shall be nomore heard in her,
nor the voice of crying out.
20There shall be nomore in there
an infant of days, nor a zaken (oldman)
that hath not filled his days;
for he that shall die a hundred years old will be regarded a na'ar;
but the choteh (sinner), a hundred years old, will be accursed.
21And they shall build batim (houses), and inhabit them;
and they shall plant kramim (vineyards), and eat the fruit of them.
22They shall not build,
and another inhabit;
they shall not plant,
and another eat;
for as the days of HaEtz
are the days of Ami,
andMine Bechir shall long enjoy
thema'aseh of their hands.
23They shall not labor in vain,
nor bring forth for misfortune;
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for they are the Zera Beruchei HASHEM(Seed of the Blessed ones ofHASHEM),
and their offspring with them.
24And it shall come to pass,
that before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet medaberim (speaking), I will hear.
25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
and aphar shall be the lechem of the nachash.
They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My Har Kadosh,
saith HASHEM.†

66
1Thus saith HASHEM:
HaShomayim is My kisse,
and ha'aretz is My footstool;
where is the Beis that ye build for Me?
Andwhere is the Makom of MyMenuchah?
2For all those things hathMine handmade,
and so came they all into being,
saith HASHEM;
but to this manwill I look,
even to him that is oni and of a contrite ruach,
and trembleth at My Devar.
3He that slaughtereth the bull
is the slayer of a man;
he that sacrificeth a seh,
is a strangler of dogs;
he that offereth aminchah,
it is dahm chazir;
he that burneth incense,
blesseth idols.
As they have chosen their ownways,
and their nefesh delighteth in their shikkutzim (abominations),
4 I also will choose their ill-treatments,
and will bring their terrors upon them;
because when I called, no one did answer;
when I spoke, they did not hear;
but they did the rah before Mine eyes,
and chose that in which I took no pleasure.
5Hear the Devar HASHEM,
ye that tremble at His word;
Your achim that hated you,
that cast you out from them l'ma'an Shemi, said:
Let HASHEM get honor,
that wemay see your simcha.
But they shall be ashamed.
6 Sound of tumult from the Ir,
a sound from the Heikhal,
a sound of HASHEM
that rendereth gemul (retribution) to His enemies.
7Before she travailed,
she brought forth;
before her chevel (pain) came,
she was delivered of a zachar (man child).
8Who hath heard such a thing?
Who hath seen such things?
Shall Eretz be born in yom echad?

† 65:25 T.N. This last chapter makes a reference to Gehinnom and the just retribution coming
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Or shall a nation be born in amoment?
For as soon as Tziyon travailed in labor,
she gave birth to her banim.
9 Shall I bring to themoment of birth,
and not cause to bring delivery? saith HASHEM.
Shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb?
saith thy G-d.
10Rejoice ye with Yerushalayim,
and be glad with her, all ye that love her;
rejoice for joy with her,
all ye that mourn for her;
11That yemay nurse, and be satisfied
with the breasts of her consolations;
that ye may drink in, and be delighted
with the abundance of her kavod.
12For thus saith HASHEM:
Hineni, I will extend shalom to her like a river,
and the kavod of the Goyim like an overflowing stream;
then shall ye nurse,
ye shall be borne upon arms,
and be fondled upon her knees.
13As one whom his em comforteth,
so will I comfort you;
and ye shall be comforted in Yerushalayim.
14Andwhen ye see this, your lev shall rejoice,
and your atzmot shall flourish like herbage;
and the yad HASHEM shall be made known to His avadim,
and His indignation toward His enemies.
15For, hinei, HASHEMwill comewith eish,
with His merkavot like the whirlwind,
to render His anger in fury,
His rebuke in flames of eish.
16For by eish and by His cherev
will HASHEM execute judgment on kol basar;
and the slain of HASHEM shall be many.

17They that set themselves apart as kodesh, and purify themselves to go into the ganot,
following the one in the midst, eating basar hachazir, and the sheketz, and the akhbar
(mouse), shall be consumed together, saith HASHEM.

18For I know theirma'asim and theirmachshevot; it shall come to pass, that Iwill gather
kol Goyim and leshonot; they shall come, and seeMy kavod.

19And I will set an ot (sign) among them, and I will send away those that escape of them
unto the Goyim, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud (that draw the bow), to Tuval, and Yavan,* to the
isles afar off, that have not heard My fame, neither have seen My kavod; and they shall
declare My kavod among the Goyim.

20 And they shall bring all your achim out of all heathen nations for a minchah unto
HASHEMupon susim, and in chariots, and inwagons, and uponmules, and upon camels, to
My Har Kodesh, to Yerushalayim, saith HASHEM, as the Bnei Yisroel bring the minchah in
a keli tahor into the Beis HASHEM.

21And I will also take of them for kohanim and for Levi'im, saith HASHEM.
22For as the ShomayimHaChadashim
and HaAretz HaChadashah, which I will make,
shall continue before Me, saith HASHEM,
so shall your zera and your shem remain.
23And it shall come to pass,
that from one Rosh Chodesh to another,
and from one Shabbos to another,

* 66:19 Greece
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kol basar shall come
to bow down before Me, saith HASHEM.

24And they shall go forth, and lookupon thepigrei ha'anashim thathave rebelledagainst
Me; for their tola'at (worm) shall not die, neither shall their eish be quenched; and they
shall be dera'on (loathsome, an abomination) to kol basar.†

† 66:24 See also on GehinnomDan 12:2
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Yirmeyah
1Divrei Yirmeyah ben Chilkiyah, of the kohanim that were in Anatot in Eretz Binyamin;
2Towhom the Devar HASHEM came in the days of Yoshiyah ben AmonMelech Yehudah,

in the thirteenth year of his reign.*
3 And in the days of Y'hoyakim ben Yoshiyah Melech Yehudah, unto the end of the

eleventh year of Tzidkiyah ben YoshiyahMelech Yehudah, that is, until the Golus Yerusha-
layim captive in the fifthmonth.†

4Then the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
5Before I formed thee in the beten
I knew thee;
and before thou camest forth out of the rechem
I set thee apart as kodesh,
and I ordained thee a navi unto the Goyim.

6Then said I: Ah, Adonoi HASHEM! hinei, I have no da'as to speak; for I am a na'ar.
7But HASHEM said untome:

Say not, Na'ar anochi;
for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee,
and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.
8Be not afraid of them;
for I amwith thee to deliver thee,

saith HASHEM.
9Then HASHEM put forth His yad, and touchedmymouth. And HASHEM said untome:

Hinei, I put Mywords in thymouth.
10 See, I have this yom set thee
over the Goyim and over themamlachot (kingdoms),
to uproot, and to tear down,
and to destroy, and to demolish,
to build, and to plant.

11Moreover the Devar HASHEM came unto me, saying, Yirmeyah, what seest thou? And
I said, I see amakel SHAQED(a branch of an almond tree).

12 Then said HASHEM unto me, Thou hast well seen: for SHOQED(WATCHING) I am over
My Devar to carry it out.

13And the Devar HASHEM came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And
I said, I see a SIYR NAFUACH(A BOILING CAULDRON) tipping over from the north.

14 Then HASHEM said unto me, From the north hara'ah (the evil, disaster) TIPATACH
(SHALL BE POUREDOUT) upon all the inhabitants of HaAretz.

15 For, hineni, I am now summoning all the mishpekhot mamlechot of the north,
saith HASHEM; they shall come, they shall set every one his kisse at the petach Sha'arei
Yerushalayim, and against all the surrounding chomot thereof, against all the towns of
Yehudah.

16And I will pronounceMymishpatim against them touching all their wickedness, who
have forsaken Me, and have burned ketoret unto elohim acherim, and worshiped the
works of their own hands.

17Thou therefore tighten thy gartel of readiness, and arise, and speak unto them all that
I command thee; be not fearful before them, lest I make thee fearful before them.

18For, hinei, I havemade thee today an irmivtzar (a fortified city), and an ammudbarzel,
and a chomat nechoshet against kol HaAretz, against the melachim of Yehudah, against
the sarim thereof, against the kohanim thereof, and against the am ha'aretz.

19And they shall makewar against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am
with thee, saith HASHEM, to deliver thee.

2
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came tome, saying,

* 1:2 i.e., 627 B.C.E. † 1:3 i.e., 587 B.C.E.
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2Go and cry, shouting in the ears of Yerushalayim, saying, Thus saith HASHEM;

I remember thee, the chesed of thy ne'urim,
the ahavas of thy days as a kallah,
when thou wentest after Me inmidbar,
in an eretz that was not sown.
3Yisroel was Kodesh unto HASHEM,
and the reshit (firstfruit) of his tevu'ah (crop):
all that devour him are held guilty;
ra'ah shall overtake them,

saith HASHEM.
4Hear ye the Devar HASHEM, O Beis Ya'akov, and all the mishpekhot of Bais Yisroel:
5Thus saith HASHEM:

What avel (wrong, fault) have avoteichem found inMe,
that they are strayed far fromMe,
and have walked after hevel (vain, empty delusion), and are become deluded?
6Neither did they ask: Where is HASHEM
that brought us up out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
that led us through themidbar,
through an eretz of deserts and pits,
through an eretz tziyyah (land of drought) and tzalmavet,
through eretz that no ish passed through,
where no adam dwelt?
7And I brought you into an eretz hacarmel,
to eat the pri thereof and the tovah thereof;
but when ye entered, ye madeMy land tameh,
andmadeMy nachalah a to'evah.
8The Kohanim asked not: Where is HASHEM?
And they that handle the Torah had no da'as of Me;
the ro'im also rebelled against Me,
and the nevi'im prophesied by Ba'al,
and walked after worthless things.
9Therefore I will yet bring lawsuit against you,

saith HASHEM,
and against bnei beneichemwill I bring lawsuit.
10For pass over to the isles of Kittim, and look;
and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently,
and see if there has ever been anything like this.
11Hath ever a nation changed elohim,
and these no elohim at all?
But My people have exchanged their kavod
for that which is worthless.
12Be appalled, O ye Shomayim, at this,
and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate,

saith HASHEM.
13For Ami have committed shtayim ra'ot (two evils):
they have forsakenMe, the fountain of Mayim Chayim,
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,
that can hold nomayim.
14 Is Yisroel an eved?
Is he a homeborn slave?
Why has he become plunder?
15The young lions roared upon him, and growled,
and theymade his* Eretz waste;
his towns are burned without inhabitant.
16Also the Bnei Noph and Tachpanches
have broken the crown of thy head.

* 2:15 Israelʼs
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17Hast thou not procured this unto thyself,
in that thou hast forsaken HASHEM Eloheicha,
when He led thee by the derech?
18And nowwhat hast thou to do in the derechMitzrayim,
to drink the waters of the Shichor ([Nile] River)?
Or what hast thou to do in the derech Ashur (Assyria),
to drink the waters of the Euphrates [River]?
19Thine own ra'ah shall correct thee,
and thymeshuvot (backslidings) shall reprove thee:
know therefore and see that it is an evil thing andmar (bitter),
that thou hast forsaken HASHEM Eloheicha,
and that My pachad is not in thee,

saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os.

20For long ago I have broken thy ol (yoke),
and tore off thy bonds;
and thou saidst: I will not serve;
when upon every high hill
and under every green tree
thou hast sprawled, playing the zonah.
21Yet I had planted thee a choice vine,
wholly a zera emes.
How then art thou turned into the degenerate plant
of a gefen nochriyah untoMe?
22For though thou wash thee with lye,
and take theemuch soap,
yet thine avon (iniquity) is marked before Me,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.
23How canst thou say: I am not tameh,
I have not gone after Ba'alim?
See thy derech in the valley,
knowwhat thou hast done:
thou art a swift camel traversing her ways;
24A pereh used to themidbar,
that sniffs up the ruach in the craving of her nefesh;
in her occasion [of heat] who can turn her away?
All they that seek her will not weary themselves;
in her month they shall find her.
25Withhold thy regel from being unshod,
and thy throat from thirst;
but thou saidst, There is no hope:
no; for I have loved zarim,
and after themwill I go.

26As the ganav is ashamedwhen he is caught,
so is the Bais Yisroel ashamed;
they, their melachim, their sarim,
and their kohanim, and their nevi'im.
27 Saying to Etz (wood): Thou art Avi;
and to Even (stone): Thou hast brought me forth;
for they have turned their back untoMe,
and not their face;
but in the time of their trouble they will say:
Arise, and hoshi'einu (save us).
28But where are thy elohim
that thou hast made for thee?
Let them arise, if they can save thee
in the time of thy trouble;
for as many as are themispar (number)
of thy towns are thy elohim, O Yehudah.

29Whywill ye bring lawsuit against Me?
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Ye all have rebelled against Me,
saith HASHEM.

30 In vain have I struck your banim;
they received nomusar;†
your own cherev hath devoured your nevi'im,
like a destroying lion.
31OHaDor (Generation), heed ye the Devar HASHEM.
Have I been amidbar unto Yisroel?
An eretz of great darkness?
Madu'a (why) say Ami: We are free;
we will come nomore unto Thee?
32Can a betulah forget her jewelry,
or a kallah her adornments?
Yet My people have forgottenMe
yamim einmispar (days without number).
33Howwell thou direct thy derech to seek ahavah?
Therefore hast thou also taught hara'ot (the worst women)
the darkhei (ways) of thee.
34Also in thy skirts is found the dahm
of the nefashot of the innocent poor;
although you never caught them breaking in.
Yet concerning all these
35Thou sayest: Because I am innocent,
surely His anger shall turn fromme.
Hineni, I will pleadMy case with thee,
because thou sayest: Loh chatati (I have not sinned).
36Why doest thou gad about so much
to change the course of thy derech?
Thou also shalt be ashamed of Mitzrayim,
as thou wast ashamed of Assyria.
37Yea, thou shalt go forth from this,‡
and thine hands upon thine head;
for HASHEM hath rejected thy confidences,
and thou shalt not prosper in them.

3
1They say:
If an ish put away [in divorce] his isha,
and she go from him,
and become another manʼs,
shall he return unto her again?
Shall not that eretz be defiled and greatly polluted?
But thou hast played the zonahwith re'im rabbim (many lovers);
yet shuv (turn) to Me,

saith HASHEM.
2Lift up thine eyes unto the hilltops, and see!
Where hast thou not been lain with?
In the drakhim (ways, roads) hast thou sat [waiting] for them,
as the nomad in themidbar;
and thou hast defiled the eretz
with thy zenut (whoredom, prostitution) andwith thy ra'ah (wickedness).
3Therefore the revivim (showers) have been withheld,
and there hath been nomalkosh (latter rain, spring rain);
and thou hadst a metzach isha zonah (whoreʼs forehead),
and thou refusedst to blush with shame.
4Wilt thou not from this time cry untoMe:
Avi, Thou art the Alluf (Guide, Friend) of my neurim (youth)?
5Will He reserve His anger l'olam?
Will He keep it lanetzach?

† 2:30 cf Isa 53:5 ‡ 2:37 dependence on religiously entangling and compromising foreign allies
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Hinei, this is what you preach,
but you practice all hara'ot (the evils) you can.

6HASHEM said also untome in the days of YoshiyahHaMelech, Hast thou seen thatwhich
meshuvah Yisroel (backsliding Yisroel) hath done? She is gone up upon every high hill and
under every green tree, and there hath played the zonah.

7And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou untoMe. But she returned not.
And her treacherous achot Yehudah saw it.*

8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby meshuvah Yisroel (backsliding Yisroel)
committed adultery, I had put her away, and given her a sefer keritut (bill of divorce); yet
her treacherous achot Yehudah feared not, but went and played the zonah also.

9And it came to pass through the lightness with which she† took her zenut (whoredom),
that shedefiledHaAretz, and committed adulterywithHaEven (theStone)‡andwithHaEtz
(theWood).§

10Andyet for all this her treacherous achot Yehudahhathnot returneduntoMewithher
kol lev, but in sheker (falsity, pretense, an insincere religious spirit), saith HASHEM.

11And HASHEM said unto me, Meshuvah Yisroel hath come nearer to justifying herself
than treacherous Yehudah.

12Go and proclaim these devarim toward the north, and say:

Return, thoumeshuvah Yisroel,
saith HASHEM;

and I will not cast downMine anger to fall upon you;
for I am chasid (displaying chesed, mercy),

saith HASHEM,
and I will not keep anger l'olam.
13Only acknowledge thine avon (iniquity, guilt of wrongdoing),
that thou hast rebelled against HASHEM your G-d,
and hast scattered thy favors to the zarim
under every green tree,
and ye have not obeyedMy voice,

saith HASHEM.
14 Shuvu (Turn), O banim shovaviv (backsliding children),

saith HASHEM;
for I ammarried unto you:
and I will take you one from a town,
and two from amishpakhah,
and I will bring you to Tziyon:

15And I will give you ro'im according to Mine lev, which shall feed you with da'as and
seichel.

16And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in HaAretz, in those
days, saith HASHEM, they shall say no more, The Aron Brit HASHEM: neither shall it come
tomind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they ask for it; neither shall another
be fashioned.

17At that time they shall call Yerushalayim the Kisse HASHEM; and all the Goyim shall be
gathered unto it, to the ShemHASHEM, to Yerushalayim; neither shall they walk any more
after the sherirut libam harah (the stubbornness of their evil heart).

18 In those days Bais Yehudah shall walk with Bais Yisroel, and they shall come together
out of the eretz tzafon to HaAretz that I have given for a nachalah unto Avoteichem.
19But I said:
How can I set thee among the banim,
and give thee an eretz chemdah (a land of desire),
the most beautiful nachalah of the Goyim?
And I said: Thou shalt call Me, Avi;
and shalt not turn back from followingMe.
20 Surely as an isha treacherously departeth from her husband,
so have ye dealt treacherously withMe, O Bais Yisroel,

* 3:7 i.e., saw Israelʼs refusal to renounce fertility cult idolatry † 3:9 Yisroel ‡ 3:9 of the fertility cult of Ba'al

worship § 3:9 of the fertility cult of Ba'al worship



YIRMEYAH 3:21 821 YIRMEYAH 4:8

saith HASHEM.
21A voice was heard upon the high places,
weeping and tachanunei Bnei Yisroel (supplications of the Children of Israel);
for they have perverted their derech,
and they have forgotten HASHEM Eloheihem.
22 Shuvu (return), ye banim shovavim (backsliding children),
and I will heal yourmeshuvot (backslidings).
Behold, we come unto Thee;
for Thou art HASHEM Eloheinu.
23Truly in sheker is Salvation hoped for from the hills,
and from themultitude of mountains;
truly in HASHEM Eloheinu
is the Teshu'at Yisroel (Salvation of Israel).

24For HaBoshet (the Shame),* hath devoured the labor of Avoteinu from ne'ureinu (our
youth): their tzon and their bakar, their banim and their banot.

25We lie down in our Boshet (Shame), and kelimateinu (our humiliation) covereth us; for
wehave sinned againstHASHEMEloheinu,we andAvoteinu, fromour youth evenunto this
day, and have not obeyed the voice of HASHEM Eloheinu.

4
1 If thou wilt make teshuvah, O Yisroel,

saith HASHEM,
return untoMe;
and if thou wilt put away thine shikkutzim (abominations) out of My sight,
and shalt not waver.*
2And thou shalt swear, Chai HASHEM(as surely as HASHEM lives),
in emes, in mishpat, and in tzedakah;
and the Goyim shall bless themselves in Him,
and in Him shall they glory.

3For thus saith HASHEM
to Ish Yehudah and Yerushalayim:
Break up your unplowed ground,
and sow not among kotzim (thorns).
4Circumcise yourselves to HASHEM,
and take themohel knife to the arelot of your levav,
ye Ish Yehudah and inhabitants of Yerushalayim:
lest My fury break out like eish,
and burn that none can quench it,
because of the evil of your deeds.

5Declare ye in Yehudah, and publish in Yerushalayim, and say:

Blow ye the shofar in HaAretz.
Cry out, gather together, and say:
Assemble yourselves, and let us go into the fortified cities.
6Raise up a nes (a banner, a flag pointing to the place of refuge) over Tziyon;
take refuge, delay not;
for I will bring ra'ah (evil, disaster) from the tzafon (north),
and shever gadol (great destruction).
7The aryeh (lion) is come up from his thicket,
and theMashkhit Goyim (Destroyer of the Nations),† is on his way,
he is gone forth from his place to make thy eretz desolate;
and thy cities shall be made to lie in ruins, without an inhabitant.
8For this gird you with sackcloth,
lament and wail;
for the charon af HASHEM
is not turned away from us.

* 3:24 i.e. the Ba'al fertility cult false religion * 4:1 to wander † 4:7 i.e., Babylon
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9 And it shall come to pass at that day, saith HASHEM, that the lev HaMelech shall be
disheartened, and the lev hasarim; and the kohanim shall be horror-struck, and the
nevi'im dumbfounded.

10 Then said I, Adonoi HASHEM! Surely Thou hast greatly misled HaAm HaZeh and
Yerushalayim, saying, Shalom yeheyeh lachem (Ye shall have shalom); whereas the cherev
is near unto the nefesh.

11At that time shall it be told HaAmHaZeh and Yerushalayim, A ruach tzach (a drywind,
sirocco) from the high places in the midbar toward the Bat Ami,‡ not to winnow, nor to
cleanse,

12 Even a ruach maleh (strong wind) from those places shall come from Me; now also I
will pronouncemishpatim against them.

13Hinei, he§ shall come up like ananim (clouds),
and his merkavot shall be like the whirlwind;
his susim are swifter than nesharim (eagles).
Oy lanu! (Woe unto us!) For we are ruined.
14O Yerushalayim, wash thine lev from rah,
that thoumayest be saved.
Admosai (how long, howmuch longer)
shall thy sinful machsh'vot lodge within thee?
15For a kol (voice) declareth from Dan,
and publisheth evil tidings fromMt Ephrayim.
16Tell the Goyim; hinei,
spread the news to Yerushalayim,
that notzrim (besiegers) come from a far country,
and raise their voice against the cities of Yehudah.
17As shomrim of a sadeh, they are against her all around;
because she hath been rebellious against Me,

saith HASHEM.
18Thy derech and thy deeds
have brought these things upon thee;
this is thy wickedness,
howmar (bitter) it is,
for it hath touched upon thine lev.

19My innards, my innards!
I am pained at my very lev;
my lev is pounding inme;
I cannot keep silent,
because thou hast heard, Omy nefesh, the kol shofar (sound of the shofar),
the teru'at milchamah (battle alarm of war).
20 Shever (destruction) follows after shever;
for the whole land lies in ruins;
suddenly are my ohalim destroyed,
andmy canopies rega.
21Admosai (how long) shall I see the nes (banner),
and hear the kol shofar?

22For Ami is foolish,
they have not knownMe;
they are stupid banim,
and they have no understanding;
they are chachamim to do evil,
but to do good they have no da'as.

23 I beheld ha'aretz, and,
hinei, it was tohu vavohu;*
and HaShomayim— there was no ohr.
24 I beheld themountains, and, hinei, they quaked,
and all the hills had crumbled.

‡ 4:11 i.e., Yisroel § 4:13 the approaching foe * 4:23 Gn 1:2
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25 I beheld, and, hinei, there was no adam,
and kol oph HaShomayim fled away.
26 I beheld, and, hinei, the carmel was amidbar,
and all the cities thereof lay in ruins
before HASHEM,
before the charon af HASHEM.

27 For thus hath HASHEM said, A wasteland shall be kol HaAretz; yet I will not make a
complete end of it.
28For this reason HaAretz shall mourn,
and HaShomayim above turn black;
because I have spoken it, I have purposed it,
and will not relent,
neither will I turn back from it.
29Kol HaIr shall flee at the noise of the parash
and the romeh keshet (the archer);
they shall run into thickets,
and climb up among the kefim (rocks);
every city shall be deserted,
and not an ish dwell therein.
30And thou, O plundered one,†
what wilt thou do? Though thou clothest thyself with scarlet,
though thou deckest thee with jewelry of zahav,
though thou paintest thy eyes with cosmetics,
in vain thou adornest thyself;
thy lovers will despise thee, they will seek thy nefesh.
31For I have heard a kol (outcry) like that of a woman in travail,
and in labor pain like that of her that bringeth forth her first child,
the voice of Bat Tziyon, that waileth,
that stretcheth out her hands, saying:
Oy nah li (Woe isme now)! For my nefesh
is weary because of murderers.

5
1Run ye to and fro through the chutzot Yerushalayim (streets of Jerusalem),
and see now, and know,
and seek in the rechovot thereof,
if ye can find an ish,
if there be any that dispensethmishpat (justice),
that seeketh the emunah (faith);
and I will forgive her.*
2And though they say, Chai HASHEM;
surely they swear lasheker (falsely).
3HASHEM, are not Thine eyes upon emunah?
Thou hast struck them, but they felt no anguish;
Thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to accept musar;†
they havemade their faces harder than stone;
they have refused to make teshuvah.
4Therefore I said: Surely these are poor;
they are foolish;
for they know not the Derech HASHEM,
nor theMishpat Eloheihem.
5 I will get me unto the Gedolim,
and will speak unto them;
for they have known the Derech HASHEM,
and theMishpat Eloheihem;
but these have altogether broken off the ol (yoke),
and burst the bonds.
† 4:30 Jerusalem * 5:1 Jerusalem † 5:3 cf Isa 53:5
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6Therefore an aryeh (lion) out of the forest shall slay them,
and a ze'ev (wolf) of the deserts shall destroy them,
a namer (leopard) shall prowl near their towns;
every one that ventureth out from there shall be torn to pieces;
because their peysha'im (rebellions) aremany,
and their meshuvot (backslidings) are increased.
7How shall I forgive thee for this?
Thy banim have forsakenMe,
and sworn by them that are no elohim;
when I had fed them to the full,
they then committed adultery,
and trooped to the bais zonah.
8They were like well-fed, lusty susim:
every one neighed after the isha of his neighbor.
9 Shall I not visit [to punish] for these things?

saith HASHEM;
and shall not My Nefesh be avenged
on such a Goy as this?
10Go ye up through her rows of vines, and cut down;
but make not a full end;
take away her branches;
for they are not HASHEMʼs.
11For Bais Yisroel and Bais Yehudah
have dealt very treacherously against Me,

saith HASHEM.
12They have spoken lies about HASHEM,
and said: Lo hu (not He);
neither shall ra'ah come upon us;
neither shall we see cherev nor ra'av (famine);
13And the nevi'im shall become ruach,
and the Devar is not in them;
thus shall it be done unto them.
14Therefore thus saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os:
Because ye speak this devar,
hinei, I will makeMy Devarim in thymouth an eish,
and HaAmHaZeh etzim (wood),
and it shall consume them.
15Hineni, I will bring a Goy (Nation) upon you from afar,
O Bais Yisroel,

saith HASHEM;
it is a powerful nation,
a goyme'olam (an ancient nation),
a nation whose leshon thou knowest not,
neither understandest what they say.
16Their quiver is as an open kever (grave),
they are all gibborim.
17And they shall devour thine katzir (harvest), and thy lechem,
which thy banim and thy banot should eat;
they shall devour thy tzon and thine bakar;
they shall eat up thy gefen and thy te'enah (fig tree);
they shall impoverish thy fortified cities,
wherein thou trustedst, with the cherev.

18Nevertheless in those days, saith HASHEM, I will not make a full end with you.
19 And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Why doeth HASHEM Eloheinu all these

things unto us? Then shalt thou answer them, As ye have forsaken Me, and served elohei
nechar (foreign g-ds, strange g-ds) in your land, so shall ye serve zarim in an eretz not your
own.
20Declare this in Bais Ya'akov,
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and publish it in Yehudah, saying:
21Hear now this, O Am Sakhal (foolish people)without understanding;
which have eynayim (eyes), and see not;
which have oznayim (ears), and hear not;
22Fear ye not Me?

saith HASHEM;
will ye not tremble at My Presence
Who hath placed the chol (sand) as the boundary of the yam
by a chok olam, that it cannot transgress;
and though the waves thereof toss,
yet they cannot prevail;
though they roar, yet can they not pass over it.
23But HaAmHazeh hath
a lev sorer (stubborn heart) andmoreh (rebellious);
they have revolted and departed.
24Neither say they in their lev:
Let us now fear HASHEM Eloheinu,
that giveth geshem, both the yoreh (former rain, autumn rain)
and themalkosh (latter rain, spring rain) in season;
He secureth unto us shavu'ot chukkot katzir (the appointedweeks of the harvest).
25Your avonot (iniquities) have turned away these things,
and your chatta'ot (sins) have deprived hatov from you.
26For among Ami are found resha'im;
they lay wait, as he that setteth snares;
they set a mashkhit (trap), they catch anashim.
27As a cage is full of oph,
so are their batim (houses) full of mirmah;
therefore they are become powerful and oshir (rich, wealthy).
28They have grown fat and sleek;
yea, their wicked deeds are without limit;
the cause of the yatom they do not plead, yet they prosper;
and themishpat evyonim (right of the poor people)
they do not defend.
29 Shall I not visit [to punish] for these things?

saith HASHEM;
shall not My nefesh be avenged
on such a Goy (Nation) as this?
30An astonishing and horrible thing is committed in HaAretz;
31The nevi'im prophesy falsely,
and the kohanim rule at their direction;
andMy people love to have it this way;
but what will ye do in the end?

6
1O ye Bnei Binyamin,
gather yourselves to flee out of themidst of Yerushalayim,
and blow the shofar in Tekoa,
and kindle the fire signal on Beit-HaKerem;
for ra'ah (evil, disaster) appeareth out of the tzafon (north),
and shever gadol (great destruction).
2Bat Tziyon, so beautiful and delicate,
I will destroy.
3The ro'im (shepherds)with their flocks shall come unto her;
they shall pitch their ohalim against her all around;
they shall pasture each his portion.
4Prepare yemilchamah against her;
arise, and let us go up to attack at noon.
Oy unto us! For the yom fadeth away,
for the shadows of erev are lengthening.
5Arise, and let us attack ba'lailah,
and let us destroy her fortresses.
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6For thus hath HASHEM Tzva'os said:
Cut ye down trees,
and throw up a solelah (siege ramp) against Yerushalayim;
this is the Ir that must be visited [for punishment];
oshek (oppression) is rampant within her.
7As a well casteth afresh her waters,
so she* casteth afresh her rah (wickedness);
chamas and shod (destruction) is heard in her;
before Me tamid (continually)
is sickness and wounds.
8Be thou warned, O Yerushalayim,
lest My nefesh depart from thee;
lest I make thee desolate, an eretz not inhabited.
9Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
They shall thoroughly glean
the She'erit Yisroel (the Remnant of Israel) as a gefen (vine);
turn back thine yad once again
like a grape gatherer over the vine tendrils.
10To whom can I speak, and give warning,
that theymay hear?
Hinei, their ear is arelah (uncircumcised),
and to pay heed is beyond them;
hinei, the Devar HASHEM is unto them a reproach;
they find no pleasure in it.
11Therefore I am full of the chamat HASHEM;
I amweary with holding in;
I will pour it out upon the olal in the street,
and upon the assembly of bocherim together;
for even the ish with the isha shall be caught,
the zaken, those weighed downwith yamim (days).
12And their batim (houses) shall be turned over unto others,
with their sadot and nashim together;
for I will stretch out My yad
upon the Yoshvei HaAretz (Inhabitants of the Land),

saith HASHEM.
13For from the katan of them even unto the gadol of them,
every one is given to greediness for unjust gain;
and from the navi even unto the kohen,
every one doeth sheker (deceit, falsehood).
14They have provided superficial treatment for Ami,
saying: Shalom, shalom; v'ein shalom.
15Were they ashamed
when they had committed to'evah (abomination)?
They were not at all ashamed,
neither could they blush;
therefore they shall fall among them that fall;
at the time that I visit them [in punishment]
they shall be brought down,

saith HASHEM.
16Thus saith HASHEM:
Stand ye in the derakhim (crossroads), and look,
and ask for the netivot olam (old paths),
where is the derech hatov (good road, way), and walk therein,
and ye shall findmargo'a (rest) for your nefashot.
But they said, Wewill not walk therein.
17Also I set tzofim (watchmen) over you,
saying: Pay heed to the kol shofar (sound of the shofar).
But they said:
Wewill not pay heed.

* 6:7 Jerusalem
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18Therefore hear, ye Goyim,
and know, O Edah (Congregation),
what will happen to them.
19Hear, HaAretz (O Earth);
hinei, I will bring ra'ah (evil, disaster) upon HaAmHazeh,
even the p'ri (fruit) of their machsh'vot (schemes),
because they have not paid heed untoMy devarim,
nor to My torah, but rejected it.
20To what purpose cometh there to Me frankincense from Sheva,†
and the sweet cane from a far country?
Your olot (burnt offerings) are not acceptable,
nor your zevakhim pleasing untoMe.
21Therefore thus saith HASHEM:
Hineni, I will lay michsholim (stumblingblocks) before HaAmHaZeh,
and the Avot and the Banim together
shall stumble upon them;
the shakhen (neighbor)
and his re'a (neighbor, friend) shall perish.
22Thus saith HASHEM:
Hinei, Am (an Army, a people) cometh from the eretz tzafon,
and a Goy Gadol is aroused from the ends of the earth.
23They shall lay hold of keshet (bow) and kidon (spear);
they are cruel, and have nomercy;
their kol (voice) roareth like the yam;
and they ride upon susim,
set in array as ish for milchamah
against thee, O Bat Tziyon.
24We have heard the fame thereof;
our hands hang limp;
tzarah (anguish) hath taken hold of us,
and pain, as of a woman in labor.
25Go not forth into the sadeh,
nor walk by the derech;
for the cherev of the oyev (enemy)
andmagur (fear, terror) is on every side.
26O Bat Ami, gird thee with sackcloth,
and roll thyself in ashes;
make thee evel (mourning), as for a yachid (only son),
most bitter lamentation;
for the shoded (destroyer) shall suddenly come upon us.
27 I have set thee for a bachon (tester, assayer)
of Ami (My People);
that thoumayest know and test their derech (way, conduct).
28They are all maximum rebels,
going about as rachil (talebearers, slanderers);
they are nechoshet and barzel;
they are all corrupt.
29The bellows blow,
the oferet (lead) is consumed by the eish;
the smelterʼs refining is in vain;
for the ra'im are not drawn off.
30Nimas kesef (reprobate silver, rejected silver) shall men call them,
because HASHEM hath rejected them.

7
1The Devar that came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying,
2 Stand at the Sha'ar Beis HASHEM, and preach there this word, and say, Hear the Devar

HASHEM, all ye of Yehudah, that enter in at these She'arim (Gates) l'hishta'chavot (to
worship, to prostrate before)HASHEM.
† 6:20 i.e., southwest Arabia
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3Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os, Elohei Yisroel, Amendyourways and your deeds, and Iwill
cause you to dwell in makom hazeh (this place).

4 Trust ye not in divrei hasheker (lying words, words of falsehood), saying, This is the
Heikhal HASHEM, the Heikhal HASHEM, the Heikhal HASHEM.

5For if ye throughly amend yourways and your deeds; if ye throughly dispensemishpat
between an ish and his re'a (neighbor);

6 If ye oppressnot the ger, the yatom, and the almanah, and shednot dahmnaki (innocent
blood) in this place, neither walk after elohim acherim to your hurt;

7Thenwill I cause you to dwell in this place, in HaAretz that I gave to Avoteichem, l'min
olam v'ad olam (from forever to forever).

8Hinei, ye trust in divrei sheker (lyingwords), that are worthless.
9 Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear l'sheker (falsely), and burn

ketoret unto Ba'al, and walk after elohim acherimwhom ye know not;
10And come and stand beforeMe in HaBeis Hazeh, which is called by Shmi, and say,We

are delivered l'ma'an (in order to) do all these to'evot (abominations)?
11 Is HaBeis Hazeh, which is called by Shmi, become ame'arah paritzim (a cave, a den of

robbers, criminals) in your eyes? Hinei, even I have been watching, saith HASHEM.
12 But go ye now unto My Makom (Place) which was in Shiloh, where I made dwell

Shmi barishonah (at the first), and see what I did to it because of the ra'at Ami Yisroel (the
wickedness ofMy people Israel).

13Andnow, because ye have done all thesema'asim, saithHASHEM, and I spokeunto you,
rising up early and speaking, but ye paid not heed; and I called you, but ye answered not;

14Therefore will I do unto this Beis, which is called by Shmi, wherein ye trust, and unto
the place which I gave to you and to Avoteichem, as I have done to Shiloh.

15And I will cast you out of My sight, as I have cast out all your achim, even the whole
zera Ephrayim.

16Therefore pray not thou on behalf of HaAmHazeh, neither lift up plea nor tefillah for
them, neither make intercession to Me; for I will not hear thee.

17 Seest thou not what they do in the towns of Yehudah and in the chutzot (streets of)
Yerushalayim?

18 The banim gather wood, and the avot kindle the eish, and the nashim knead their
batzek (dough), to make cakes to the Malkat HaShomayim (Queen of Heaven), and to pour
out nesakhim (drink offerings) unto elohim acherim, that theymay provokeMe to anger.

19Do they provokeMe to anger? saithHASHEM; are they not provoking themselves, even
to boshet (shame) on their own faces?

20Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Hinei, Mine anger and My fury shall be poured
out upon Hamakom Hazeh (this place), upon haadam, and upon behemah, and upon the
etz hasadeh, and upon the pri ha'adamah; and it shall burn, and shall not be quenched.

21Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, Elohei Yisroel; Add your olot unto your zevakhim, and eat
basar.

22For I spoke not unto Avoteichem, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them
out of Eretz Mitzrayim, concerning olah or zevach;

23But this thing I commanded them, saying, ObeyMy voice, and I will be for you Elohim
(yourG-d), and ye shall beMypeople; andwalk ye in kolHaDerech that I have commanded
you, l'ma'an (in order that) it may go well with you.

24 But they paid heed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the inclinations of the
stubbornness of their lev harah (evil heart), and went backward, and not forward.

25 Since the day that Avoteichem came forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim unto this day I have
even sent unto you all My servants the Nevi'im, daily rising up early and sending them;

26 Yet they paid heed not unto Me, nor inclined their ear, but stiffened stubbornly their
neck; they didmore evil than their Avot.

27Therefore thou shalt speak all these devarim unto them; but they will not pay heed to
thee; thou shalt also call unto them; but they will not answer thee.

28 But thou shalt say unto them: This is a Goy (Nation) that obeyeth not the voice of
HASHEM Elohav, nor respondeth to musar; haemunah (the faith) is lost, and is cut off from
their mouth.

29Cut off thine hair, O Yerushalayim, and throw it away,
and take up a kinah (lamentation) on barren heights;
for HASHEM hath rejected and abandoned
the dor evrato (the generation of His wrath).
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30 For the Bnei Yehudah have done rah in My sight, saith HASHEM; they have set their
shikkutzim (abominations) in the Beis which is called by Shmi, to make it tameh.

31And theyhave built the high places of Tophet, which is in theGeyBenHinnom, to burn
their banim and their banot in the eish; which I commanded them not, neither entered it
into Mymind.

32Therefore, hinei, the yamim are coming, saith HASHEM, that it shall nomore be called
Tophet, nor the Gey Ben Hinnom, but the Gey Haharegah (Valley of Slaughter); for they
shall bury in Tophet, till there be no room.

33 And the nivlat HaAm Hazeh (carcass of this people) shall be food for the oph
HaShomayim, and for the behemat ha'aretz; and none shall frighten them away.

34Then will I cause to cease from the towns of Yehudah, and from the chutzot Yerusha-
layim, the sound of joy, and the sound of simchah, the sound of the Choson (Bridegroom)
and the sound of the Kallah (Bride); for HaAretz shall be desolate.

8
1At that time, saith HASHEM, they* shall remove the atzmot of themelachim of Yehudah,

and the atzmot of his sarim, and the atzmot of the kohanim, and the atzmot of the nevi'im,
and the atzmot of the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, out of their keverim;

2And they shall spread them out before the shemesh, and the yarei'ach, and all the tz'va
haShomayim, whom they have loved, and whom they have served, and after whom they
have walked, and whom they have consulted, and whom they have worshiped; they shall
not be gathered up, nor be buried in a kever; they shall be like domen upon the surface of
ha'adamah.

3Andmavet shall be chosen rather than chayyim by all the She'erit of them that remain
of this mishpakhah hara'ah, which remain in all the places where I have banished them,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

4Moreover thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith HASHEM:
Shall they fall, and not get up?
Shall one turn away, and not turn back?
5Why then does HaAmHazeh turn away
in perpetual meshuvah (backsliding)?
They hold fast to deceit,
refusing to make teshuvah.
6 I paid heed and heard,
but they spoke not aright;
no ishmade teshuvah from his wickedness,
saying: What have I done?
Every one pursues his own course,
like the sus (horse) charging into milchamah.
7Yea, the stork in the Shomayim knoweth her mo'adim (appointed times);
and the turtledove and the swift and the crane
are shomer over their time for migration;
but Ami (My People) have no da'as (knowledge)
of the Mishpat HASHEM(rule, ordinance, regulation, law ofHASHEM).

8How can ye say, We are chachamim (wise ones),
and the torat HASHEM is with us,
when, hinei, the et sheker (deceiving pen) of the sofrim (scribes)
hasmade it† into sheker (a falsehood).‡
9The chachamim (wisemen) are ashamed,
they are dismayed and trapped;
they have rejected the Devar HASHEM;
so what chochmah (wisdom) is in them?
10Therefore will I give their nashim unto others,
and their sadot to them that shall inherit them;
for every one from the katan even unto the gadol

* 8:1 i.e., the invaders † 8:8 the torat HASHEM ‡ 8:8 i.e., falsely authoritative scribal interpretation has twisted
Scripture, perverting its truth; see also Jer 2:8; 2K 3:16; here is a warning against false teachers, and it is important
because the scribal group in Israelwouldbecome the rabbinic group in time to come, andhere theirdoctrines are coming
into direct opposition to the Torah and the inerrant prophecies of Jeremiah.
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is greedy for unjust gain,
from the navi even unto the kohen every one doeth sheker.
11For they give superficial treatment to the hurt of Bat Ami,
saying: Shalom, shalom; v'ein shalom.
12Were they ashamed
when they did to'evah (abomination)?
No, they were not at all ashamed,
neither could they know to blush;
therefore shall they fall among them that fall;
in the time of their pekuddah (visitation [for punishment], time of reckoning)
they shall be brought down,

saith HASHEM.
13 I would surely have harvested them,

saith HASHEM,
but no grapes are on the gefen,
nor te'enim (figs) on the te'enah (fig tree),
even the leaf shall wither;
and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them.

14Why dowe sit still?
Assemble yourselves, and let us enter into the fortified cities,
and let us perish there;
for HASHEM Eloheinu hathmade us to perish,
and given usmey rosh (poisonouswater) to drink,
because we have sinned against HASHEM.
15We looked for shalom, but no tov came;
and for et marpeh (a time of healing), and, hinei, terror!

16The snorting of his§ susim (horses)was heard from Dan;
kol ha'aretz trembled at the sound
of the neighing of his stallions;
for they are come, and have devoured eretz, and all that is in it;
the Ir (city),* and those that dwell therein.
17For, hinei, I will send nachashim,
tzifonim (vipers), among you, which will not be charmed,
and they shall bite you,

saith HASHEM.

18When I would comfort myself against sorrow,
my lev is faint withinme.
19Hinei, the sound of the cry of the Bat Ami
from eretz markhakim (a land of places far away):
is HASHEM not in Tziyon? Is her Melech not in her?
Why have they provokedMe to anger with their pesilim (idols),
and with alien vanities (futile foreign g-ds)?
20The katzir (harvest) is past, kayitz (summer) is ended,
and loh noshanu (we are not saved).†
21For the hurt of the Bat Ami am I hurt;
I mourn; desolation hath taken hold onme.

22 Is there no tzori (medicinal balsam or balm) in Gil'ad;
is there no rofeh (physician) there?
Why then is the health
of the Bat Ami not recovered?
23Oh that my rosh (head)weremayim,
andmine eyes amakor dimah (a fountain of tears),
that I might weep yomam valailah
for the slain of the Bat Ami!

§ 8:16 the foe from the north * 8:16 i.e., the city of Dan in the north of Israel † 8:20 from coming judgment and
punishment
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9
1Oh that I had in themidbar
amalon orkhim (travelersʼ lodge);
that I might leavemy people,
and go from them!
For they are all no'afim (adulterers),
an atzeret bogedim (band of treacherous traitors).
2And they bend to the ready their leshon like their keshet (bow) for sheker;
but not for emunah have they prevailed in ha'aretz;
for they proceed from ra'ah to ra'ah,
and they know not Me,

saith HASHEM.
3Be ye shomer every one over his re'a (neighbor, friend)
and trust ye not in kol ach (any brother);
for kol ach will ya'akov (utterly supplant, deceive),
and every re'a (neighbor)will holech rakhil (walk as the slanderer, gossiper).
4And they will deceive every one his re'a,
and will not speak emes;
they have taught their leshon to speak sheker,
and weary themselves to commit iniquity.
5Thine habitation is in themidst of mirmah;
throughmirmah they refuse to knowMe,

saith HASHEM.
6Therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Hineni, I will refine them, and test them;
for what but this
shall I do for the Bat Ami?
7Their leshon is as an arrow shot out;
it speakethmirmah;
one speaketh shalom to his re'a with his mouth,
but inwardly he lieth in ambush.
8 Shall I not visit them [in punishment] for these things?

saith HASHEM.
Shall not My Nefesh be avenged
on such a Goy (nation) as this?
9 I take up a weeping and nehi (lamentation) for the harim,
and for the pastures of themidbar a kinah (lamentation),
because they are scorched,
so that none can pass through them;
neither canmen hear the voice of themikneh (cattle);
both the oph haShomayim and the behemah
are fled; they are gone.
10And I will make Yerushalayim a heap of ruins,
and ama'on of jackals;
and I will make the towns of Yehudah desolate,
without an inhabitant.

11 Who is the ish hechacham (wise man), that may understand this? And who is he
to whom the mouth of HASHEM hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what HaAretz
perisheth and is scorched like amidbar, that none passeth through?

12AndHASHEM saith, Because they have forsakenMy torahwhich I set before them, and
have not obeyedMy voice, neither walked therein;

13But have walked after the sherirut (stubbornness) of their own lev, and after Ba'alim,
which their avot taught them;

14Therefore thus saithHASHEMTzva'os, theEloheiYisroel; Hineni, Iwillmake thispeople
eat la'anah (wormwood), and give them poisoned water to drink.

15 I will scatter them also among the Goyim, whom neither they nor their avot have
known; and I will send a cherev after them, till I have consumed them.
16Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
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Consider ye, and call for the wailing women, that theymay come;
and send for the chachamot (wise women), that theymay come;
17And let themmake haste,
and take up a nehi (lamentation) for us,
that our eyes may run downwith dimah (tears),
and our eyelids gush out withmayim.
18For a sound of nehi (lamentation) is heard from Tziyon:
How are we plundered!
We are greatly ashamed,
because we have forsaken eretz,
becausemishkenoteinu have expelled us.
19Yet hear the Devar HASHEM, O ye nashim,
and let your ear receive the word of His mouth,
and teach your banot nehi (lamentation),
and everyone her re'a (neighbor) kinah (dirge).
20Formavet (death) is come up into our windows,
and is entered into our fortresses,
to cut off the olal (children) from the street,
and the bochurim from the rechovot.
21 Speak: Thus saith HASHEM,
Even the nevilah of adam shall fall
like domen (dung) upon the sadeh,
and the omer (sheaf) after the kotzer (harvester),
and none shall gather them.

22Thus saith HASHEM, Let not the chacham (wiseman) glory in his chochmah, neither let
the gibbor (mightyman) glory in his gevurah (might), let not the oisher (richman) glory in
his riches;

23 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I
amHASHEMWho exercises chesed, mishpat, and tzedakah, on ha'aretz; for in these things
I delight, saith HASHEM.

24Hinei, the yamim come, saith HASHEM, that I will punish kol mul b'arlah (all circum-
cized in arlah [only]);

25 Mitzrayim, and Yehudah, and Edom, and the Bnei Ammon, and Moav, and kol
ketzutzei pe'ah (all in the farthest corners), that dwell in the midbar; for all these Goyim
are uncircumcised, and kol Bais Yisroel are arlei lev (uncircumcised in heart).*

10
1Hear ye the Davar which HASHEM speaketh unto you, O Bais Yisroel.
2Thus saith HASHEM:

Learn not the Derech HaGoyim,
and be not in awe of the otot HaShomayim;
though the Goyim are in awe of them.
3For the [religious] chukkot (customs, statutes) of the nations are vain delusions;
for one cutteth etz out of the ya'ar (forest),
the ma'aseh (handiwork) of the hands of the charash (workman, artisan), with the axe.
4They deck it with kesef and with zahav;
they fasten it with nails and with hammers,
that it topple not.
5They* are upright as the tomer (palm tree),
but speak not;
theymust needs be carried,
because they cannot go.
Be not afraid of them;
for they cannot do rah,
neither also is it in them to do tov.
6Forasmuch as there is none like unto Thee, HASHEM;
* 9:25 i.e., in need of regeneration, see Yn 3:3; Dt 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4; 31:31-34; Ro 9:6; 2:28-29; Isa 52:1; Ezek 36:25-27;
44:7,9; Co 2:11-12; 2C 5:17; Ti 3:4-7 * 10:5 the idols
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Thou art gadol, and Thy Shem is gadol in gevurah.
7Whowould not fear thee, OMelech HaGoyim?
For this is Thy due;
forasmuch as among all the chachamim of the Goyim,
and in kol malchut of them,
there is none like unto Thee.
8But they are altogether stupid and foolish;
the etz is a musar havalim (discipline of delusions).
9Hammered kesef is brought from Tarshish,
and zahav from Uphaz,
the ma'aseh (work, handiwork) of the charash (workman, artisan),
and of the hands of the goldsmith;
blue and purple is their† clothing;
they are all the ma'aseh (work) of skillful men.
10But HASHEM is the Elohim Emes,
He is the Elohim Chayyim, and theMelech Olam;
at His wrath ha'aretz shall tremble,
and the Goyim shall not be able to endure His indignation.

11Thus shall ye say unto them: The g-ds that have not made the heavens and the earth,
even they shall perish from the earth, andmin techot (from under) these heavens.

12He hathmade eretz by His ko'ach,
He hath established the tevel (world) by His chochmah,
and hath stretched out Shomayim by His understanding.
13When He uttereth His voice,
there is a multitude of mayim in Shomayim,
and He causeth the clouds to ascend from the ends of ha'aretz;
Hemaketh lightnings withmatar (rain),
and bringeth forth the ruach (wind) out of His Otzerot.
14Kol Adam is stupid in his da'as;
every goldsmith is shamed by the pesel (idol);
for his nesekh (molten image) is sheker,
and there is no ruach in them.
15They are hevel (vanity, delusion), and thema'aseh (work) of delusion;
in the time of their pekudat (visitation, punishment) they shall perish.
16The chelek of Ya'akov is not like them;
for the Yotzer HaKol (Maker of All, Creator of All) is He;
and Yisroel is the shevet (rod) of His nachalah;
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.

17Gather up thy gear [for Exile] meEretz (from the Land),
O besieged inhabitant.
18For thus saith HASHEM:
Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of HaAretz at this time,
and will bring distress upon them, so that find theymay.‡

19Oy li (woe isme) for my disaster!
Mywound is grievous;
but I said: Truly this is a sickness,
and I must bear it.
20My ohel is destroyed,
and all my tent cords are broken;
my banim are gone forth of me, and are nomore;
there is none to pitch anymoremy ohel,
and to hang upmy tent curtains.
21For the ro'im (shepherds, pastors) are become stupid,
and inquire not of HASHEM;
therefore they have not prospered,
and all their flock has been scattered.
† 10:9 the idolsʼ ‡ 10:18 i.e., what they deserve
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22Hinei, the noise! The report is come,
and a great commotion out of Eretz Tzafon,
to make the towns of Yehudah desolate,
and a haunt of jackals.

23HASHEM, I know that the derech of adam (man) is not in himself;
it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.
24HASHEM, correct me, but withmishpat;
not in Thine anger, lest Thou bringme to nothing.

25Pour out Thy fury upon the Goyim that know Thee not,
and upon themishpekhot that call not on Shimecha (Thy Name);§
for they have eaten up Ya'akov,
and devoured him, and consumed him,
and havemade his habitation desolate.

11
1The Davar that came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM saying:
2Hearye theDivreiHaBritHazot, and speakunto the IshYehudah, and to the inhabitants

of Yerushalayim;
3And say thouunto them, Thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel; Arur (cursed)be the ish that

obeyeth not the Divrei HaBrit Hazot,
4Which I commanded Avoteichem in the day that I brought them forth out from Eretz

Mitzrayim, from the kur habarzel (the furnace of iron), saying, Obey My voice, and do all
which I command you; so shall ye beMy people, and I will be your Elohim;

5 That I may perform the shevuah (oath) which I have sworn unto Avoteichem to give
them an Eretz zavat cholov udevash as it is this day. Then answered I, and said, Omein,
HASHEM.

6 Then HASHEM said unto me, Proclaim all these Devarim in the towns of Yehudah, and
in the streets of Yerushalayim, saying, Hear ye the Divrei HaBrit Hazot, and do them.

7 For I earnestly warned Avoteichem in the day that I brought them up out of Eretz
Mitzrayim, even unto this day, rising early and warning, saying, ObeyMy voice.

8Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ozen (ear), but walked every one in the sherirut
(stubbornness) of their lev harah; therefore I brought upon them all the Divrei HaBrit
Hazot, which I commanded them to do; but they did them not.

9AndHASHEM said untome: A kesher (conspiracy) is found among the Ish Yehudah, and
among the inhabitants of Yerushalayim.

10 They are turned back to the avonot Avotam HaRishonim, which refused to hear My
words; and they went after elohim acherim to serve them; Bais Yisroel and Bais Yehudah
have brokenMy Brit which I cut with Avotam.

11Therefore thus saithHASHEM, Look! Iwill bring ra'ah (evil, disaster)upon them,which
they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall cry out untoMe, I will not pay heed
unto them.

12Then shall the towns of Yehudah and inhabitants of Yerushalayimgo, and cry out unto
the elohim unto whom they offer ketoret; but they shall not save them at all in the time of
their ra'ah (disaster).

13 For as many as the mispar (number) of thy towns were thy elohim, O Yehudah; and
according to themispar (number) of the streets of Yerushalayim have ye set upmizbechot
to that boshet (shameful ),* evenmizbechot to burn ketoret unto Ba'al.

14Therefore pray not thou for HaAmHazot, neither lift up a rinnah (entreaty) or tefillah
on their behalf; for I will not hear them in the time that they cry unto Me for their ra'ah
(disaster).

15WhathathMyyadid (beloved)† to do inMineBais,‡ seeing shehathwith rabbim (many)
wrought clever [ritual] schemes— can basar kodesh turn away from thee thy disaster, that
thou can rejoice?

16HASHEM called thy shem, A green zayit (olive tree), yafeh, and of goodly pri (fruit); with
the noise of a great tumult He hath kindled eish upon it, and the branches of it are broken.

17ForHASHEMTzva'os, that planted thee, hathpronounced ra'ah against thee, for the evil
of Bais Yisroel and of Bais Yehudah, which they have done against themselves to provoke
Me to anger in offering ketoret (incense) unto Ba'al.

§ 10:25 See Yoel 3:5; Ac 2:21; Ro 10:13 * 11:13 idol † 11:15 See 12:7 ‡ 11:15HaMikdash
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18And HASHEM hath givenme da'as (knowledge) of it, and I know it;
then Thou openedmy eyes to their deeds.
19But I was like an innocent keves (lamb)
that is brought to the slaughter;
and I knew not that
they had devisedmachashavot (plots) against me,
saying: Let us destroy the etz (tree)with the fruit thereof,
and let us cut him off from Eretz Chayyim,
that shmomay be nomore remembered.
20But, HASHEM Tzva'os, Shofet Tzedek,
that testeth the kelayot (kidneys) and the lev,
let me see Thy vengeance on them;
for unto Thee have I committedmy cause.

21Therefore thus saith HASHEM of the anshei Anatot, that seek thy life, saying, Prophesy
not B'ShemHASHEM, that thou die not by our yad;

22Therefore thus saithHASHEMTzva'os, Look! Iwill punish them; the bochurim shall die
by the cherev; their banim and their banot shall die by ra'av (famine);

23And there shall be no she'erit (remnant) of them; for I will bring ra'ah (evil) upon the
Anshei Anatot, even the year of their visitation.§

12
1Tzaddik art Thou, HASHEM,
when I make legal pleading of my case before Thee;
yet mishpatim (justice) I would speak with Thee:
Why doth the Derech Resha'im prosper?
Why live they all at ease whose dealings are that of the boged (traitor, treacherous)?
2Thou hast planted them, and they take root;
they grow, and they bring forth pri;
Thou art karov (near) in their mouth,
and rachok (far) from their heart.
3But Thou, HASHEM, knowest me;
Thou hast seenme, and testedmine lev toward Thee;
pull them out like tzon for the tevakh (slaughter),
and prepare them for the YomHaregah (Day of Slaughter, Killing).
4Admosai (until when) shall HaAretz mourn,
and the esev kol hasadeh (grass of every field)wither,
because of the wickedness of them that dwell therein?
The behemot are consumed, and the oph;
because they said: He* is blind to our future.
5 If thou hast run with the ragelim (footmen),
and they have wearied thee,
then how canst thou contend with susim?
And if in the eretz shalom thou art complacent,
then howwilt thou do in the thickets of the Yarden?
6For even acheicha (thy brethren), and the bais avicha,
even they have dealt treacherously with thee;
even they are in full cry behind thee;
trust them not, though they speak unto thee tovot.
7 I have forsakenMine Bais,
I have abandonedMine nachalah;
I have given the yedidut nafshi (the beloved ofMy soul)
into the palm of her enemies.
8Mine nachalah is unto Me as an aryeh in the ya'ar (forest);
it roareth out against Me;
therefore have I hated it.
9Mine nachalah is unto Me as a speckled bird of prey,
the birds of prey round about are against her;

§ 11:23 i.e., divine visitation for punishment * 12:4 G-d
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come ye, assemble all the chayyat hasadeh (beasts of the field),
come to devour.
10Ro'im rabbim (many shepherds) have destroyedMy kerem (vineyard),
they have troddenMy chelek under foot,
they havemadeMy chelet chemdat (portion desired)
a desolate midbar.
11They havemade it desolate,
and being desolate it mourneth untoMe;
kol HaAretz is made desolate,
but no ish taketh it to heart.
12The plunderers are come upon
all barren heights in themidbar;
for the Cherev HASHEM shall devour from the one end of the Eretz even to the other end of

HaAretz;
no basar shall have shalom.
13They have sown chittim (wheat), but shall reap kotzim (thorns);
they have tired themselves out, but shall not profit;
and they shall be ashamed of your harvests
because of the Charon Af HASHEM(burning furious wrath ofHASHEM).

14 Thus saith HASHEM concerning all Mine evil shchenim (neighbors), that touch the
nachalah which I have caused My people Yisroel to inherit: See, I will uproot them out
of their adamah, and uproot the Bais Yehudah from among them.

15And it shall come to pass, after that I uproot them I will return, and have rachamim
(compassion)on them, andwill bring thembackagain, every ish tohisnachalah, andevery
ish to his eretz.

16 And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the darkhei Ami (ways of My
people ),† to swear in My Shem, As HASHEM liveth; even as they taught My people to make
avowal in Ba'al; then shall they be built up in themidst of My People.

17 But if they will not obey, I will utterly uproot and destroy that Goy (Nation), saith
HASHEM.

13
1Thus saith HASHEM unto me, Go and buy thee a linen* ezor (belt) and put it around thy

waist, and put it not in mayim.
2 So I bought the ezor (belt) according to the Devar HASHEM, and put it aroundmywaist.
3And the Devar HASHEM came untome the second time, saying,
4Take the ezor that thou hast bought, which is around thywaist, and arise, go to Parah,†

and hide it there in a cleft of the rock.
5 So I went, and hid it in Parah, as HASHEM commandedme.
6And it came to pass at the end of yamim rabbim, that HASHEM said untome, Arise, go to

Parah, and take the ezor from there, which I commanded thee to hide there.
7 Then I went to Parah, and dug, and took the ezor from the makom where I had hid it;

and, hinei, the ezor wasmarred, it was profitable for nothing.
8Then the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
9Thus saithHASHEM, After thismannerwill Imar the ga'onYehudah (prideof Judah), and

the great ga'on of Yerushalayim.
10 This evil people, which refuse to listen to My words, which walk in the sherirut

(stubbornness) of their lev, and walk after elohim acharim, to serve them, and to worship
them, shall even be as this ezor, which is good for nothing.

11Foras theezorhasdeveykuswith thewaist of an ish, sohave I caused tohavedeveykus
unto Me kol Bais Yisroel and kol Bais Yehudah, saith HASHEM; that they might be unto Me
for a People, and for Shem, and for Tehillah, and for Teferet: but they would not hear.

12 Therefore thou shalt speak unto them this Davar: Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel,
Every wine jar shall be filled with yayin; and they shall say unto thee, Do we not certainly
know that every wine jar shall be filled with yayin?

13Then shalt thou sayunto them, Thus saithHASHEM, Behold, Iwill fill all the inhabitants
of HaAretz Hazot, even themelachim that sit upon the kisse Dovid, and the Kohanim, and
the Nevi'im, and all the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, with shikkaron (drunkenness).

† 12:16 i.e., Israelʼs Biblical faith * 13:1 i.e., priestly † 13:4 Josh 18:23— Hebrew for Euphrates is Parah
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14And I will dash them one against another, even the avot and the banim together, saith
HASHEM; I will not pity, nor spare, nor have rachamim, but destroy them.

15Hear ye, and give ozen (ear);
be not proud:
for HASHEM hath spoken.
16Give kavod to HASHEM Eloheichem,
before He cause darkness,
and before your raglayim stumble
upon the darkmountains,
and, while ye look for ohr,
He turn it into the tzalmavet (shadow of death),
andmake it gross darkness.
17But if ye will not listen,
my nefesh shall weep in secret places
for your ga'avah (pride);
andmine eye shall weep profusely,
and run downwith tears,
because the Eder HASHEM(Flock ofHASHEM) is carried away captive.

18 Say unto HaMelech and to the Gevirah (Queenmother),
Humble yourselves, sit down;
for your rule shall come down,
even the ateret (crown) of your tiferet (glory).
19The cities of the Negev shall be shut up,
and none shall open them;
Yehudah shall be all carried away into the Golus,
it shall be wholly carried away into the Golus.

20Lift up your eyes, and behold
them that come from the tzafon (north).
Where is the eder (flock) that was given thee,
thy tzon tiferet?
21What wilt thou say when He appoints over thy leaders
those whom thou thyself has taught, to be thy rosh?
Shall not chavalim (pangs) seize thee,
as a woman in travail?
22And if thou say in thine lev:
Why come these things uponme?
For the greatness of thine avon (iniquity)
are thy skirts uncovered, and thy heels violated.
23Can the Cushi (Ethiopian) change his ohr (skin),
or the namer (leopard) his spots?
Thenmay ye also do tov,
that are accustomed to do rah.
24Therefore will I scatter them
as the chaff driven by the ruach of themidbar.
25This is thy goral (lot),
the portion of thymeasures fromMe,

saith HASHEM;
because thou hast forgottenMe,
and trusted in sheker (falsehood).
26Therefore will I uncover thy skirts over thy panim,
that thy shamemay appear.
27 I have seen thine adulteries, and thy neighings,
the lewdness of thy zenut (whoredom),
and thine abominations on the hills in the fields.
Woe unto thee, O Yerushalayim! Wilt thou not bemade tahor (clean)?
Until when?

14
1The Davar HASHEM that came to Yirmeyah concerning the batzorot (droughts).
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2Yehudahmourneth,
and the she'arim (gates),* thereof languish;
theymourn for the land;
and the cry of Yerushalayim is gone up.
3And their noble s have sent their servants for mayim;
they came to the cisterns, and found nomayim;
they returned with their vessels empty;
they were ashamed and dismayed,
and covered their rosh.
4Because the adamah is cracked,
for there was no geshem in the earth,
the ikkarim (plowmen)were ashamed,
they covered their rosh.
5 Indeed, the deer also calved in the sadeh, and forsook it,
because there was no desheh (grass).
6And the pera'im (wild donkeys) did stand on the bare heights,
they pant for ruach like jackals;
their eyes did fail,
because there was no esev (grass).
7HASHEM, though avoneinu (our iniquities) testify against us,
do Thou it l'ama'an (for the sake of) Shemecha (Thy Name);
for meshuvoteinu (our backslidings) are great;
we have sinned against Thee.
8OMikveh Yisroel,
the Moshi'a thereof in time of tzoros,
why shouldest Thou be as a ger (stranger) in HaAretz,
and as a wayfaringman that turneth aside to tarry for a night?
9Why shouldest Thou be as an ish astonished,
as a gibbor that cannot save?
Yet Thou, HASHEM, art in themidst of us,
and we are called by Thy Shem;
forsake us not.
10Thus saith HASHEM unto this people:
Thus have they loved to wander,
they have not restrained their raglayim,
therefore HASHEM doth not accept them;
He will now remember their avon (iniquity),
and visit their sins.

11Then said HASHEM untome, Pray not for HaAmHazeh for their tovah (well-being).
12When they undergo a tzom, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer olah (burnt

offering) and minchah (grain offering), I will not accept them; but I will consume them by
the cherev, and by the ra'av (famine), and by dever (pestilence).

13Then said I, Ah, Adonoi HASHEM! Hinei, the nevi'im say unto them, Ye shall not see the
cherev, neither shall ye have ra'av (famine); but Iwill give you shalomemes in thismakom.

14 Then HASHEM said unto me, The nevi'im prophesy sheker in My Shem; I sent them
not, neither have I commanded them, neither spoke unto them; they prophesy unto you a
chazon sheker (false vision) and kesem (divination, pagan fortunetelling), and a worthless
thing, and the delusion of their lev.

15 Therefore thus saith HASHEM concerning the nevi'im that prophesy in My Shem, and
I sent them not, yet they say, Cherev and ra'av (famine) shall not be in HaAretz Hazot; By
cherev and ra'av (famine) shall those nevi'im be consumed.

16 And HaAm to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Yerushalayim
becauseof thera'av (famine)and thecherev; and theyshallhavenone tobury them— them,
their nashim, nor their banim, nor their banot; for I will pour out their ra'ah (wickedness,
disaster) upon them.
17Therefore thou shalt say this davar unto them:
Let mine eyes run downwith tears

* 14:2 i.e., towns
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lailah and yomam, and let them not cease:
for the Betulat Bat Ami is broken
with a shever gadol (great calamity),
with a severe wound.
18 If I go forth into the sadeh,
then hinei! The slain with the cherev!
And if I enter into the Ir,
then hinei them that are ravaged with ra'av (famine)!
Indeed, both the navi and the kohen
go roaming to a land that they know not.
19Hast Thou utterly rejected Yehudah?
Hath Thy nefesh loathed Tziyon?
Why hast Thou afflicted us,
and there is no healing for us?
We hoped for shalom, and there is no tov;
and for the time of healing, and hinei terror!
20We acknowledge, HASHEM, our wickedness,
and the avon Avoteinu;
for we have sinned against Thee.
21Do not abhor us, for the sake of Shimecha,
do not disgrace the Kisse Kevodecha (throne of Thy glory);
remember, annul not Thy Brit with us.
22 Are there any among the havalim (vanities, false g-ds) of the Goyim that can cause

geshem?
Or can HaShomayim give showers?
Art not Thou He, HASHEM Eloheinu?
Therefore wewill hope in and wait upon Thee;
for Thou hast made all these things.

15
1Then saidHASHEMuntome, ThoughMoshe and Shmuel stoodbeforeMe, yetMyNefesh

could not be toward HaAmHazeh; cast them out of My sight, and let them go forth.
2 And it shall come to pass, if they say unto thee, Where shall we go forth? Then thou

shalt tell them, Thus saith HASHEM:

Such as are for mavet, to mavet;
and such as are for the cherev, to the cherev;
and such as are for the ra'av (famine), to the ra'av (famine);
and such as are for shevi (captivity, Golus), to the shevi.

3 And I will appoint over them four mishpechot (families, categories ),* saith HASHEM;
the cherev to slay, and the kelevim to drag off, and the ophHaShomayim, and the behemat
ha'aretz, to devour and destroy.

4 And I will cause them to be a horrific sight to kol mamlechot ha'aretz, because of
Menasheh Ben YechizkiyahuMelech Yehudah, for that which he did in Yerushalayim.
5For who shall have pity upon thee, O Yerushalayim?
Or who shall mourn thee?
Or who shall go aside to inquire regarding the shalom of thee?
6Thou hast forsakenMe,

saith HASHEM,
thou keepeth going backward;
therefore will I stretch out My yad against thee, and destroy thee;
I amweary with relenting.
7And I will winnow themwith amizreh (winnowing fork)
in the sha'arei ha'aretz;
I will bereave them, I will destroyMy people
since they turn not from their drakhim.
8Their almanot (widows) are increased before Me above the chol (sand) of the seas;
I have brought upon them, against the em bochur (mother of youth),

* 15:3 of covenant reprisal



YIRMEYAH 15:9 840 YIRMEYAH 16:1

a shoded (plunderer) at noonday;
I let fall upon her suddenly, yissurim and terrors.
9 She that bore shivah (seven) [sons] languisheth;
she hath gasped for her nefesh;
her shemesh is gone downwhile it was yet day;
she hath been humiliated and disgraced;
and the she'erit (remnant) of them
will I deliver to the cherev before their oyevim,

saith HASHEM.

10Oy li, immi, that thou bore me, an ish riv (a man of strife) and an ish madon (a man of
contention) to kol ha'aretz (the whole land)! I have neither lent, neither have any lent to
me; yet every one of them doth curse me.

11HASHEM said: Verily I will deliver thee for tov; verily I will cause the oyev (enemy) to
supplicate thee in the time of ra'ah and in the time of tzarah (distress).

12 Shall barzel (iron) break, barzel (iron) from tzafon (north)? Or nechoshet?
13 Thy wealth and thy otzerot (treasures) will I give as plunder without mekhir (price),

and that for all thy chataim (sins), even in all thy territories.
14 And I will make thee to pass over thine oyevim (enemies) into an eretz which thou

knowest not; for eish is kindled inMine anger, which shall burn against you.†

15HASHEM, Thou knowest;
rememberme, and visit me,
and take vengeance for me of my [pursuing] persecutors;
in Thy patient forbearance takeme not away;
know that for Thy sake I have suffered cherpah (reproach).
16Thy Devarimwere found,
and I did eat them;
and Thy Davar was untome
the sasson and simchat levavi;
for I am called by Thy Shem,
HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os.
17 I sat not in the sod (company) of merrymakers,
nor rejoiced;
I sat alone because of Thy yad;
for Thou hast filledmewith za'am (indignation).
18Why is my pain netzach (perpetual, never ending) andmywound incurable,
which refuseth to be healed?
Wilt Thou be altogether untome like achzav (deception)
andmayim lo ne'emanu (waters that have not proved reliable)?

19Therefore thus saith HASHEM:
If thoumake teshuva (repentance), then will I restore thee,
and thou shalt stand before Me;‡
and if thou bring forth [utterance] of the precious rather than the worthless,
thou shalt be as My Peh (Mouth):
let them turn unto thee;
but turn not thou unto them.
20And I will make thee unto HaAmHazeh (this people)
a fortified chomat nechoshet;
and they shall fight against thee,
but they shall not prevail against thee;
for I amwith thee to save thee
and to deliver thee,

saith HASHEM.
21And I will save thee out of the yad of the ra'im (wicked),
and I will redeem thee out of the clutches of the ruthless.

16
1The Davar HASHEM came also untome, saying:

† 15:14 plural ‡ 15:19 for service, ministry
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2 Thou shalt not take thee an isha, neither shalt thou have banim or banot in makom
hazeh (this place).

3For thus saithHASHEMconcerning the banimand concerning the banot that are born in
makom hazeh, and concerning their immahot (mothers) that bore them, and concerning
their avot that fathered them in ha'aretz hazot (this land);

4Themot (death) they die will be of deadly diseases; they shall not bemourned; neither
shall they be buried; but they shall be as refuse upon the face of ha'adamah; and they shall
be consumed by the cherev, and by ra'av (famine); and their nevelot (dead bodies) shall be
food for the oph haShomayim, and for the behemat ha'aretz.

5 For thus saith HASHEM, Enter not into the bais marzeach (house of mourning), neither
go to lament nor mourn them; for I have withdrawn awayMy shalom fromHaAmHazeh,
saith HASHEM, even chesed and rachamim.

6Both the gedolim and the ketanim shall die in ha'aretz hazot; they shall not be buried,
neither shall men mourn for them, nor make [pagan] cuttings on themselves, nor make
themselves [like paganmourners] bald for them:*

7Neither shall men break bread for them in mourning, to comfort them for the dead;
neither shall men give them the kos tanechumim (cup of consolation) to drink for their av
or for their em.

8Thou shalt not go into the baismishteh (house of feasting), to sit with them to eat and to
drink.

9 For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Behold, I will cause to cease out of
hamakom hazeh before your eyes, and in your days, the voice of sasson, and the voice of
simcha, the voice of the choson, and the voice of the kallah.

10And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt tell this people all these Devarim, and they
shall say unto thee,Why hath HASHEM pronounced all this ra'ah hagedolah against us? Or
what is avoneinu (our iniquity)? Or what is chattateinu (our sin) that we have committed
against HASHEM Eloheinu?

11Then shalt thou say unto them, Because avoteichem have forsakenMe, saith HASHEM,
and have walked after acharei elohim, and have served them, and have worshiped them,
and have forsakenMe, and have not been shomer over My torah;

12Andyehavedonemorewickedly thanavoteichem; for, behold, yewalk everyoneafter
the sherirut (stubbornness) of his lev harah, that theymay not pay heed untoMe:

13 Therefore will I cast you out of ha'aretz hazot into ha'aretz that ye know not, neither
ye nor avoteichem; and there shall ye serve elohim acherim yomamvalailah; for I will not
show you† chaninah (favor).

14 Therefore, hinei, the days come, saith HASHEM, that it shall no more be said, HASHEM
liveth, that brought up the Bnei Yisroel out of Eretz Mitzrayim;

15But, HASHEM liveth, that brought up the Bnei Yisroel from the eretz tzaphon, and from
kol ha'aratz where He had dispersed them; and I will bring them again into their adamah
that I gave unto their avot.

16 Behold, I will send for many dayagim (fisherman), saith HASHEM, and they shall fish
them out; and after that will I send for many tzayadim (hunters), and they shall hunt
them from every har (mountain), and from every givah (hill), and out of the crevices of
the sela'im (rocks).

17 For Mine eyes are upon all their drakhim; they are not hid from My face, neither is
their avon (iniquity) hid fromMine eyes.

18 And first I will recompense their avon (iniquity) and their sin mishneh (double);
because they have defiledMyEretz (land), they have filledMine nachalahwith the nevelot
(lifeless forms, carcasses) of their detestable and abominable idols.

19HASHEM, my strength, andmyma'oz (fortress),
andmy refuge in the yom tzarah,
the Goyim shall come unto Thee from the ends of the earth,
and shall say: Surely Avoteinu have inherited sheker,
hevel, and things wherein there is no profit.
20 Shall manmake elohim unto himself
and they are not Elohim?

21Therefore, behold, I will this time cause them to know, I will cause them to knowMine
yad andMy gevurah; and they shall know that My Shem is HASHEM.

* 16:6 See Dt 14:1 † 16:13 plural
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17
1 The chattat Yehudah is written with an et barzel (iron pen), and with the tzipporen

shamir (point of a diamond); it is engraved upon the luach (tablet) of their lev, and upon
the karenot (horns) of yourmizbechot (altars);

2 Whilst their banim remember their mizbechot and their asherim by the leafy trees
upon the high hills.

3OMymountain in the sadeh, I will give over thy wealth and all thy otzerot (treasures)
as plunder, and thy high places for sin, throughout all thy territories.

4And thou, even thyself, shalt let go of thine nachalah that I gave thee; and I will cause
thee to serve thine oyevim in ha'aretzwhich thou knowest not; for ye have kindled an eish
inMine anger, which shall burn ad-olam (forever).
5Thus saith HASHEM:
Arur (cursed) be the gever that trusteth in adam,
andmaketh basar his zero'a,
and whose lev turneth away fromHASHEM.
6For he shall be like the shrub in the aravah (desert),
and shall not see when tov cometh;
but shall inhabit the parched places in themidbar,
in an eretz melechah (salt land) and not inhabited.
7Baruch hagever asher yivtach baHASHEM(Blessed is theman that trusteth inHASHEM),
and whosemivtach (confidence)HASHEM is.
8For he shall be as an etz planted by themayim,
and that spreadeth out her shorashim (roots) by the brook,
and shall not fear when chom (heat) cometh,
but its leaf shall be green;
and shall not be anxious in the shenat batzoret (year of drought),
neither shall cease from yielding p'ri (fruit).
9The lev (heart, mind) akov (is deceitful) above all things,
and anush (incurable);* who can know it?
10 I, HASHEM, search the lev,
I test the kelayot (kidneys),†
requiting to every ish according to his drakhim,
and according to the p'ri of his deeds.
11As the partridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not;
so he that getteth osher (riches), and not bymishpat,
shall leave them in themidst of his days,
and at his end shall be a naval (fool).
12A glorious high kisse from the beginning
is the place of Mikdasheinu (our Beis HaMikdash).
13HASHEM, the Mikveh Yisroel,
all that forsake Thee shall be put to shame,
and they that turn away fromMe
shall be written down in ha'aretz,
because they have forsaken HASHEM,
the MakorMayim Chayyim (Fountain of LivingWaters).
14Heal me, HASHEM, and I shall be healed;
hoshi'eini (saveme), and I shall be saved;
for Thou art my tehillah (praise).
15Hinei, they say untome:
Where is the Devar HASHEM?
Let it come now.
16As for me, I have not hastened away
from being a ro'eh (shepherd) to follow Thee;
neither did I lust for the woeful day;
Thou knowest;
that which came out of my lips was before Thee.

* 17:9 in wickedness † 17:10 i.e., most inward parts
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17Be not a mechittah (terror) untome;
Thou art my refuge in the Yom Ra'ah (Day of Evil, Day of Disaster, Day of Doom).
18Let them be ashamed that persecute me,
but let not me be put to shame;
let them be dismayed,
but let not me be dismayed;
bring upon them the Yom Ra'ah,
and destroy themwithmishneh (double) destruction.

19 Thus said HASHEM unto me; Go and stand in the Sha'ar Bnei HaAm, whereby the
melachim of Yehudah come in, and by the which they go out, and in all the Sha'arei
Yerushalayim;

20 And say unto them, Hear ye the Devar HASHEM, ye melachim of Yehudah, and all
Yehudah, and all the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, that enter in by these she'arim (gates);

21 Thus saith HASHEM: Be shomer over your nefashot, and bear no massa (burden) on
Shabbos, nor bring through the Sha'arei Yerushalayim;

22Neither carry forth a massa (burden) out of your batim (houses) on Shabbos, neither
do ye any melachah (work), but keep Shabbos set apart as kodesh, just as I commanded
Avoteichem.

23But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ozen (ear), but made their stubborn neck
stiff, that theymight not hear, nor receive musar (discipline).

24And it shall come to pass, if ye diligently pay heed unto Me, saith HASHEM, to bring in
nomassa (burden) through the she'arim (gates) of this city on the day of Shabbos, but keep
the day of Shabbos holy, to do nomelachah (work) therein;

25Then shall there enter into the she'arim (gates) of this citymelachim and sarim sitting
upon the kisse Dovid, riding in chariots and on susim, they, and their sarim, the Ish
Yehudah, and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim; and this city shall be inhabited l'olam
(forever).

26 And they shall come from the towns of Yehudah, and from the places around
Yerushalayim, and from Eretz Binyamin, and from the Shephalah (Lowlands), and from
the har (hill country), and from the Negev bringing olah (burnt offering), and zevach
(sacrifice), and minchah (grain offering), and levonah (frankincense), and bringing todah
(thank offering), unto the Bais HASHEM.

27But if ye will not pay heed unto Me to keep the day of Shabbos holy, and not to bear a
massa (burden), when entering in at the She'arim of Yerushalayim on the day of Shabbos;
then will I kindle an eish in the she'arim thereof, and it shall devour the fortresses of
Yerushalayim, and it shall not be quenched.

18
1The Davar which came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying,
2Arise, and go down to the bais hayotzer (the house of the potter, Creator), and there Iwill

cause thee to hear My Devar.
3Then Iwent down to the bais hayotzer, and, behold, hewrought awork on the [potterʼs]

wheel.
4And the keli (vessel) that he wasmaking of khomer (clay)wasmarred in the yad of the

yotzer; so hemade it again keli acher (another vessel, a different vessel), as seemed good to
the eyes of the yotzer to make it.

5Then the Devar HASHEM came tome, saying,
6O Bais Yisroel, cannot I do with you as this yotzer? saith HASHEM. Hinei, as the khomer

(clay) is in the yotzerʼs yad, so are ye inMine yad, O Bais Yisroel.
7At what instant I shall speak concerning a Goy (nation), and concerning a mamlachah

(kingdom), to uproot, and to pull down, and to destroy it;
8 If that Goy, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their ra'ah, I will relent of the

ra'ah that I planned to do unto them.
9And at what instant I shall speak concerning a Goy, and concerning a mamlachah, to

build and to plant it;
10 If it do ra'ah in My sight, that it obey not My voice, then I will relent of the tov,

wherewith I said I would benefit them.
11Now therefore go to, speak to the Ish Yehudah, and to the inhabitants of Yerushalayim,

saying, Thus saithHASHEM; Hinei, I yotzer (moldas apotter) ra'ah against you, anddevise a
plan against you; return ye now every ish from his derech ra'ah, andmake your ways and
your doings good.
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12And they said, It is useless; but we will walk according to our own plans, and we will
every ish do the sherirut (stubbornness) of his lev ra'ah.

13Therefore thus saith HASHEM:
Ask ye now among the Goyim,
Who hath heard such things?
The Betulat Yisroel hath done amost horrible thing.
14Does the sheleg (snow) of Levanon vanish
from the tzur of the slope?
Or shall the cold flowingmayim
that come from distant sources cease?
15But My people hath forgottenMe,
they have burned ketoret to worthless idols,
and they have caused themselves to stumble in their drakhim
from the ancient paths,
to walk in bypaths,
and not on the derech built up;
16Tomake their eretz desolate,
and a perpetual hissing;
every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished,
and shall shake his rosh.
17 I will scatter them
as with an east ruach (wind) before the oyev;
I will show themMy oref (back),
and not My panim (face),
in the day of their calamity.

18Then said they, Come and let us devise plans against Yirmeyah; for the torah shall not
perish from the kohen, nor etzah from the chacham, nor the davar from the navi. Come,
and let us attack himwith the lashon, and let us not give heed to any of his devarim.

19Give heed to me, HASHEM,
and take notice of the voice of them that contend withme.
20 Shall ra'ah be repaid for tovah?
For they have dug a pit for my nefesh.
Remember that I stood before Thee to speak tovah concerning them,
and to turn away Thy wrath from them.
21Therefore deliver up their banim to the ra'av (famine)
and pour out their dahm by the force of the cherev;
and let their nashim be bereaved as childless, and be almanot (widows);
and let their anashim be put to death;
let their bochurim be slain by the cherev inmilchamah.
22Let a cry be heard from their batim (houses),
when Thou shalt bring a gedud (troop) suddenly upon them;
for they have dug a pit to takeme,
and hid pachim (snares) for my raglayim.
23Yet, HASHEM, Thou knowest
all their etzah against me to slayme;
do not make kapporah for their avon,
neither blot out their chattat from Thy sight,
but let them be overthrown before Thee;
deal thus with them in the time of Thine anger.

19
1Thus saith HASHEM, Go and acquire a yotzerʼs earthen jar, and take some of the Ziknei

HaAm, and of the Ziknei HaKohanim;
2 And go forth unto the Gey Ben-Hinnom, which is by the petach (entrance) of the

Potsherd Gate, and proclaim there the Devarim that I shall tell thee,
3 And say, Hear ye the Devar HASHEM, O melachim of Yehudah, and inhabitants of

Yerushalayim; Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, the Elohei Yisroel; Behold, I will bring ra'ah
upon this makom, the which whosoever heareth, his oznayim shall tingle.
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4 Because they have forsaken Me, and have made this an alien place, and have burned
[offerings] in it unto elohim acherim, whomneither they nor avoteihem have known, nor
themelachim of Yehudah, and have filled this makomwith the dahm of innocents;

5They have built also the high places of Ba'al, to burn their banimwith eish for olot unto
Ba'al, which I commanded not, nor spoke it, neither came it into My lev;

6Therefore, hinei, the days come, saithHASHEM, that thismakomshall nomore be called
Tophet, nor Gey Ben-Hinnom, but The Valley of Slaughter.

7And I will make void the etzah of Yehudah and Yerushalayim in this makom; and I will
cause them to fall by the cherev before their oyevim, and by the hands of them that seek
their nefesh; and their nevelah (carcasses)will I give to be food for the oph HaShomayim,
and for the behemat ha'aretz.

8 And I will make this city desolate, and an object of hissing; every one that passeth
thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the makkot (plagues) thereof.

9And I will cause them to eat the basar of their banim and the basar of their banot, and
they shall eat every one the basar of his re'a in the siege and desperation, wherewith their
oyevim, and they that seek their nefesh, shall drive them to despair.

10Then shalt thou break the earthen jar in the sight of the anashim that go with thee,
11And shalt say unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os; Even so will I break this people

and this city, as one breaketh a yotzerʼs vessel, that cannot bemadewhole again; and they
shall bury them in Tophet, until there be nomakom (place, room) to bury.

12Thuswill I dounto thismakom, saithHASHEM, and to the inhabitants thereof, andeven
make this city as Tophet;

13 And the batim (houses) of Yerushalayim, and the batim (houses) of the melachim of
Yehudah, shall be tameh as the makom of Tophet, because of all the batim (houses) upon
whose roofs they have burned ketoret unto all the Tzeva HaShomayim, and have poured
out nesakhim (drink offerings) unto elohim acherim.

14ThencameYirmeyah fromTophet, fromwhereHASHEMhadsenthim toprophesy; and
he stood in the khatzer (courtyard) of the Beis HASHEM; and said to kol HaAm,

15Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel; Hineni, I will bring upon this city and upon
all her towns kol hara'ah that I have pronounced against it, because they have stiffened
their necks, that theymight not hear My Devarim.

20
1Now Pashchur Ben Immer the kohen, who was also Pakid Nagid in the Beis HASHEM,

heard that Yirmeyah prophesied these things.
2 Then Pashchur struck Yirmeyah HaNavi, and put him in the stocks that were in the

Upper Gate of Binyamin, which was at the Beis HASHEM.
3And it came to pass on the next day, that Pashchur brought forth Yirmeyah out of the

stocks. Then said Yirmeyah unto him, HASHEM hath not called thy shem Pashchur, but
Magor Missaviv (Terror on Every Side).

4For thus saithHASHEM,Hineni, Iwillmake thee amagor (terror) to thyself, and to all thy
friends; and they shall fall by the cherev of their oyevim, and thine eynayim shall behold
it; and I will give kol Yehudah into the yad Melech Bavel, and he shall carry them captive
into Bavel, and shall slay themwith the cherev.

5Moreover, Iwill deliver all thewealth of this city, andall theproduce thereof, andall the
precious things thereof, and all the otzarot of themelachim of Yehudahwill I give into the
yad of their oyevim, which shall plunder them, and seize them, and carry them to Bavel.

6And thou, Pashchur, and all that dwell in thine bais shall go into the [Golus] captivity:
and thou shalt come to Bavel, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and
all thy friends, to whom thou hast prophesied sheker.

7HASHEM, Thou hast inducedme,
and I was induced;
Thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed;
I am a laughingstock all day long,
every onemockethme.
8For since I spoke, I cried out,
I cried chamas and destruction;
because the Devar HASHEMwasmade a cherpah (reproach) untome,
and a derision, all day long.
9Then I said: I will not makemention of Him,
nor speak anymore in Shmo.
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But His word was inMine lev as a burning eish
shut up inmy atzmot,
and I was weary of holding back,
and I could not.
10For I heard the slander of many,
Magor (terror) on every side.
Report, say they, letʼs report him.
Kol enosh shelomi watched for my stumbling, saying:
Perhaps he will be enticed,
and we shall prevail against him,
and we shall take our revenge on him.
11But HASHEM is withme as a Gibbor Aritz (MightyWarrior):
therefore my persecutors shall stumble,
and they shall not prevail;
they shall be greatly ashamed, for they shall not succeed;
their kelimat olam (everlasting dishonor) shall never be forgotten.
12But, HASHEM Tzva'os, that tests the tzaddik,
and seest the kelayot and the lev,
let me see Thy vengeance on them;
for unto Thee have I pledmy cause.

13 Sing unto HASHEM, hallelu HASHEM;
for He hath saved the nefesh of the evyon (poor)
from the yad of evildoers.

14Arur (cursed) be the day
wherein I was born;
let not the day wherein immi boreme
yehi baruch (be blessed).
15Arur (cursed) be the ish
who brought news to avi, saying:
A ben zachar (male child) is born unto thee;
making him very glad.
16And let that ish be as the towns
which HASHEM overthrew, and relented not;
and let him hear the wailing in the boker,
and the teru'ah (battle cry) at noontide;
17Because he slaughteredme not from the womb;
or that immimight have beenmy kever,
and olam (forever) her womb enlarged.
18Why came I forth out of the womb
to see amal (trouble, toil) and sorrow,
that my days should be consumedwith shame?

21
1 The Davar which came unto Yirmeyah from HASHEM, when HaMelech Tzidkiyah sent

unto him Pashchur BenMalkiyah, and Tzephanyah BenMa'aseiyah the kohen, saying,
2 Inquire, now, of HASHEM for us; for NevukhadretzarMelech Bavel makethwar against

us; if it be so that HASHEM will deal with us according to all His nifle'ot (wondrous deeds),
that hemaywithdraw from us.

3Then said Yirmeyah unto them, Thus shall ye say to Tzidkiyah;
4Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel; Hineni, I will turn back against you the weapons of

milchamah (war) that are in your hands, wherewith ye fight against Melech Bavel, and
against the Kasdim (Chaldeans), which besiege you outside the chomah (wall), and I will
assemble them inside this city.

5And I Myself will fight against you with an outstretched yad (hand) and with a zero'a
chazakah (strong arm), even in anger, and in chemah, and in ketzef gadol (great wrath).

6And I will strike down the inhabitants of this city, both ha'adam and habehemah; they
shall die of dever gadol (great plague).

7Andafterward, saithHASHEM, Iwill deliverTzidkiyahMelechYehudah, andhisavadim,
andHaAm, and such as are survivors in this city fromdever, from the cherev, and from the
ra'av (famine), into the yadNevukhadretzarMelechBavel, and into the yad of their oyevim
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(enemies), and into the yad of those that seek their nefesh; and he shall strike them down
with the edge of the cherev; he shall not spare them, neitherhavepity, norhave rachamim.

8 And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith HASHEM; Hineni, I set before you the
Derech HaChayyim and the Derech HaMavet.

9 He that abideth in this city shall die by cherev, and by ra'av (famine), and by dever
(plague); but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Kasdim (Chaldeans) that besiege you, he
shall live, and his nefesh shall be unto him as plunder.

10 For I have set my face against this city for ra'ah, and not for tovah, saith HASHEM; it
shall be given into the yadMelech Bavel, and he shall set eish to it to burn it down.

11And touching the Bais Melech Yehudah, say, Hear ye the Devar HASHEM.
12O Bais Dovid, thus saith HASHEM:

Execute mishpat in the boker,
and save him that is robbed
out of the yad oshek (hand of the oppressor),
lest My chemah (fury) go out like eish,
and burn that none can quench it,
because of the wickedness of your deeds.
13Hineni, I am against thee, O inhabitant of the emek (valley),
and tzur (rock) of the plain,

saith HASHEM;
which say, Who shall come down against us?
Or who shall enter into ourme'onot (dwelling places, homes)?
14But I will visit you in punishment according to the p'ri (fruit) of your deeds,

saith HASHEM;
and I will kindle an eish in the ya'ar (forest) thereof,
and it shall devour all things round about it.

22
1Thus saith HASHEM: Go down to the Bais Melech Yehudah, and speak there this Davar,
2Andsay,Hear theDevarHASHEM,OMelechYehudah, that sittestupon thekisseofDovid,

thou, and thy avadim, and thy people that enter in by these she'arim (gates);
3Thus saithHASHEM; Executeyemishpat (justice)and tzedakah (righteousness), and save

the plundered out of the yad of the oshek (oppressor); and do no wrong, do no violence
to the ger (alien), the yatom (orphan), nor the almanah (widow), neither shed dahm naki
(innocent blood) in this makom (place).

4For if ye carry out this davar indeed, then, shall there enter in by the she'arim (gates) of
this Bais, melachim sitting upon the kisse Dovid, riding in chariots and on susim, he, and
his avadim, and his people.

5But if ye will not hear these devarim, I swear a shevuah by Myself, saith HASHEM, that
this Bais shall become a desolation.

6For thus saith HASHEM unto the Bais Melech Yehudah:

Thou art [in grandeur] Gil'ad unto Me,
and the summit of the Levanon;
yet surely I will make thee amidbar,
and towns which are not inhabited.
7And I will preparemashchitim (destroyers) against thee,
every ish with his weapons;
and they shall cut down thy choice arazim (cedars),
and cast them into the eish.

8 And Goyim rabbim shall pass by this city, and they shall say every ish to his re'a
(neighbor), Why hath HASHEM done thus unto this ir hagedolah (great city)?

9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the Brit HASHEM Eloheihem, and
worshiped elohim acherim, and served them.
10Weep ye not for the one dead,
neither mourn him;
but weep bitterly for him that goeth away [into the Golus];
for he shall return nomore,
nor see his eretz moledet (native land).
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11 For thus saith HASHEM touching Shallum Ben Yoshiyah Melech Yehudah, which
reigned in place of Yoshiyah aviv, whichwent forth out of this makom; he shall not return
there anymore;

12 But he shall die in the makom where they have led him captive [into the Golus], and
he shall see HaAretz Hazot nomore.
13Woe unto him that buildeth his bais but not by tzedek (righteousness),
and his aliyyot (upper chambers) but not bymishpat;
that useth his neighborʼs service without wages,
and giveth him no pay for his work;
14That saith: I will build me a large bais (mansion)
and spacious aliyyot (upper rooms),
and cutteth him out chalonot (windows);
and panel it with erez (cedar),
and paint with bright red.
15 Shalt thou reign, because thou enclose thyself in erez (cedar)?
Did not Avicha eat and drink,
and domishpat and tzedakah,
and then it was tov (well)with him?
16He defended the cause of the oni (poor) and evyon (needy);
then it was tov (well)with him;
was not this to have da'as of Me?

saith HASHEM.
17But thine eynayim (eyes) and thine lev
are but for thy betza (covetousness, greed)
and for to shed dahm hanaki (innocent blood),
and for oshek (oppression), and for merutzah (extortion, persecution), to do it.

18Therefore thus saith HASHEM concerning Y'hoyakim Ben YoshiyahMelech Yehudah:

They shall not mourn for him, saying:
Ah achi! Or, Ah achot (sister)!
They shall not lament for him, saying:
Ah adon! Or: Ah his hod (glory)!
19He shall be buried with the kevurat chamor (burial of a donkey),
dragged and cast forth outside the Sha'arei Yerushalayim.
20Go up to the Levanon, and cry out;
and lift up thy voice in Bashan,
and cry out from Avarim;
for all thy lovers are crushed.
21 I spoke unto thee in thy security;
but thou saidst: I will not hear.
This hath been thy derech from thy youth,
that thou obeyedst not My kol (voice).
22The ruach shall eat up all thy ro'im (rulers),
and thy lovers shall go into captivity [in the Golus];
surely then shalt thou be ashamed and humiliated
because of all thy wickedness.
23O inhabitant of the Levanon,
that makest thy ken (nest) in the arazim (cedars),
how shalt thou groan when chavalim (birth pangs) come upon thee,
the pain as of a woman in travail!

24 As I live, saith HASHEM, though Konyahu* Ben Y'hoyakim Melech Yehudah were the
chotam (signet ring) upon Yad Yemini (My right Hand), yet would I pluck thee from there.†

25And I will give thee into the yad of them that seek thy nefesh, and into the yad of them
of whom thou art afraid, even into the yad of Nevukhadretzar Melech Babylon, and into
the yad of the Kasdim.

26 And I will cast thee out, and immecha that bore thee, into ha'aretz acheret (another
country), where ye were not born; and there shall ye die.

* 22:24 Yehoiakhin, Yechonyahu † 22:24 2Kgs 23:33-34
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27But to HaAretz whereunto they desire to return, to these shall they not return.
28 Is this man Konyahu
a despised broken etzev (image, statue)?
Is he a vessel wherein is no chefetz?
Why are they cast out, he and his zera,
and are cast into ha'aretz which they know not?
29O eretz, eretz, eretz,
hear the Devar HASHEM.
30Thus saith HASHEM:
Write ye this ish ariri (childless),‡
a gever (man)who shall not prosper in his days;
for none of his zera shall prosper,
sitting upon the kisse Dovid,
or moshel od (rule anymore) in Yehudah.

23
1Woe be unto the ro'im that destroy and scatter the tzon of My pasture! saith HASHEM.
2Therefore thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel against the ro'im that shepherdMy people;

Ye have scatteredMy tzon, and driven them away, and have not attended to them; hineni,
I will attend to you for the rah of your doings, saith HASHEM.

3 And I will gather the she'erit (remnant) of My tzon out of all countries where I have
driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and
increase.

4And Iwill set up ro'im (shepherds)over themwhich shall shepherd them; and they shall
fear nomore, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith HASHEM.

5Hinei, the days come, saithHASHEM, that Iwill raise upuntoDovid aTzemachTzaddik,*
and a Melech shall reign and act wisely, and shall execute mishpat and tzedakah in
ha'aretz.

6 In his days Yehudah shall be saved, and Yisroel shall dwell safely; and this is Shmo
whereby he shall be called— Adonoi (HASHEM) Tzidkeinu.

7 Therefore, hinei, the days are coming, saith HASHEM, that they shall no more say,
HASHEM liveth, which brought up the Bnei Yisroel out of Eretz Mitzrayim;

8 But, HASHEM liveth, which brought up and which led the zera Bais Yisroel out of the
eretz tzafonah, and from all countries to where I had driven them; and they shall dwell in
their own land.
9Mine lev withinme is broken
because of the nevi'im;
all my atzmot shake;
I am like an ish shikkor,
and like a gever (man)whom yayin hath overcome,
because of HASHEM,
and because of Divrei Kadsho (His Holy Devarim).
10For ha'aretz is full of mena'afim;
for because of a curse ha'aretz mourneth;
the pleasant places of themidbar are dried up,
and their course is ra'ah,
and their gevurah is not right.
11For both navi and kohen are profane; indeed,
in My Beis have I found their wickedness,
saith HASHEM.
12Therefore their derech shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness;
they shall be driven on,
and fall therein;
for I will bring ra'ah upon them,
even the year of their visitation [for punishment],

saith HASHEM.
13And I have seen a repulsive thing in the nevi'im of Shomron;

‡ 22:30 stripped of the honor that progeny bestows * 23:5 i.e., Moshiach Ben Dovid Yehoshua, see 30:9; 33:15; Zech
3:8; Ezra 3:8; Zech 6:11-12; Mt 2:23; Isa 4:2; 9:2-7; 11:1-12; 53:2,11; Moshiach the new “Joshua” Isa 49:8
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they prophesied by Ba'al,
and causedMy people Yisroel to err.
14 I have seen also in the nevi'im of Yerushalayim a horrible thing;
they commit ni'uf and walk in sheker;
they strengthen also the hands of evildoers,
that none doth turn back from his wickedness;
they are all of them untoMe as Sodom and the inhabitants thereof as Amora (Gomorrah).
15Therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os concerning the nevi'im;
Hineni, I will feed themwith wormwood,
andmake them drink the bitter water of gall;
for from the nevi'im of Yerushalayim is chanupah (profaneness) gone forth into kol

ha'aretz.
16Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
Pay no heed unto the devarim of the nevi'im that prophesy unto you;
they are deluding you;
they speak a chazon (vision) of their own lev,
and not out of themouth of HASHEM.
17They say continually unto them that despise Me,
HASHEM hath said,
Ye shall have shalom; and they say unto everyone that walketh after the sherirut (stub-

bornness) of his own lev,
No ra'ah shall come upon you.
18For who hath stood in the sod (council) of HASHEM,
and hath perceived and heard His Devar?
Who hathmarked His word, and heard it?
19Hinei, a whirlwind of HASHEM is gone forth in fury,
even a violent whirlwind;
it shall fall grievously upon the rosh of the resha'im.
20The anger of HASHEM shall not turn back,
until He have executed, and until He have performed,
themezimmot (designs) of His lev;
in the acharit hayamim ye shall understand it perfectly.

21 I have not sent these nevi'im,
yet they ran;
I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.
22But if they had stood inMy sod (council),
and had causedMy people to hear My Devarim,
then they should have turned them from their derech harah,
and from the ra'ah of their doings.

23Am I Elohei mikarov, saith HASHEM, and not Elohei merachok?
24Can any ish hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saithHASHEM. Donot

I fill Shomayim and Ha'Aretz? saith HASHEM.
25 I have heard what the nevi'im said, that prophesy sheker (lies) biShmi (in My Name),

saying, I have dreamed, I have dreamed.
26How long shall this be in the lev of the nevi'im that prophesy sheker? Indeed, they are

nevi'im of the delusion of their own lev;
27Which think to cause My people to forget My Shem by their chalomot (dreams)which

they tell every ish to his neighbor, as their avot have forgotten My Shem through Ba'al
[worship].

28The navi that hath a chalom, let him tell a chalom; and he that hath My Devar, let him
speakMy Devar emes (faithfully). What is the chaff to the wheat? saith HASHEM.

29 Is notMyDevar like an eish? saithHASHEM. And like a hammer that breaketh the rock
in pieces?

30Therefore, hineni, I amagainst thenevi'im, saithHASHEM, that stealMydevarimevery
ish from his neighbor.

31Hineni, I am against the nevi'im, saith HASHEM, that use their [own] lashon, and say,
He saith.
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32Hineni, I am against them that prophesy chalomot sheker, saith HASHEM, and do tell
them, and cause My people to err by their lies, and by their recklessness; yet I sent them
not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith HASHEM.

33Andwhen this people, or the navi, or a kohen, shall ask thee, saying,What is themassa
(burden, prophecy)ofHASHEM? Thou shalt then sayunto them,Whatmassa (burden)? Iwill
even forsake you, saith HASHEM.

34And as for the navi, and the kohen, and HaAm, that shall say, The massa (burden) of
HASHEM, I will even punish that ish and his bais.

35 Thus shall ye say every ish to his neighbor, and every ish to his brother, What hath
HASHEM answered? And,What hath HASHEM spoken?

36And the massa (burden) of HASHEM shall ye mention no more; for every manʼs word
shall be his massa (burden); for ye have perverted the Devarim of the Elohim Chayyim, of
HASHEM Tzva'os Eloheinu.

37 Thus shalt thou say to the navi, What hath HASHEM answered thee? And, What hath
HASHEM spoken?

38But since ye say, Themassa (burden) ofHASHEM; therefore thus saithHASHEM, Because
ye say this word, Themassa (burden) of HASHEM, and I have sent unto you, saying, Ye shall
not say, Themassa (burden) of HASHEM;

39 Therefore, hineni, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will forsake you, and the Ir
that I gave you and avoteichem, and cast you out of My presence;

40And I will bring a cherpat olam (everlasting disgrace) upon you, and a kelimut olam
(perpetual dishonor), which shall not be forgotten.

24
1 HASHEM showed me, and, hinei, two baskets of figs were set in front of the Heikhal

HASHEM; after that NevukhadretzarMelech Bavel had carried away into the GolusMelech
Yehudah Yechanyah ben Y'hoyakim, and the sarim (princes) of Yehudah, with the crafts-
men and artisans, from Yerushalayim, and had brought them to Babylon.

2One basket had figs tovotme'od, even like the figs that are early ripening; and the other
basket had figs ra'ot me'od, which could not be eaten, they were so bad.

3Then saidHASHEMuntome,What seest thou, Yirmeyah? And I answered, Figs; the good
figs, very good; and the bad, very bad, that cannot be eaten they are so bad.

4Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
5Thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel: Like these good figs, sowill I acknowledge them that

of Yehudah are carried away unto the Golus, whom I have sent out of this place into the
Eretz Kasdim (Chaldeans) for their good.

6 For I will set mine eyes over them for tovah, and I will bring them again to ha'aretz
hazot; and I will build them up, and not tear them down; and I will plant them, and not
uproot them.

7And I will give them a lev to have da'as of me, that I am HASHEM; and they shall be My
people, and I will be their Elohim; for they shall return untoMewith all their lev.

8 And as the bad figs, which cannot be eaten, they are so bad, surely thus saith
HASHEM: Sowill I give TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah, and his sarim (princes), and the she'erit
Yerushalayim, that remain in ha'aretz hazot, and them that dwell in Eretz Mitzrayim;

9And Iwill deliver them for abhorrence, for an offense to kolmamlechot ha'aretz to be a
reproach and a byword, a taunt and a kelalah (curse) in all placeswhere I shall drive them.

10And I will send the cherev, the ra'av (famine), and the dever (pestilence), among them,
until they are consumed from off ha'aretz that I gave unto them and to their avot.

25
1 The davar that came to Yirmeyah concerning kol HaAm Yehudah in the fourth year

of Y'hoyakim Ben Yoshiyah Melech Yehudah, that was the first year of Nevukhadretzar
Melech Bavel;

2Thewhich YirmeyahHaNavi spoke unto kol HaAmYehudah, and to all the inhabitants
of Yerushalayim, saying:

3 From the thirteenth year of Yoshiyah Ben Amon Melech Yehudah, even unto this day,
that is the three and twentieth year, the Devar HASHEM hath come unto me, and I have
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye have not paid heed.

4 And HASHEM hath sent unto you all His avadim the nevi'im, rising early and sending
them; but ye have not paid heed, nor inclined your ozen to hear.
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5They said, Shuvu,make teshuvahnowevery ish fromhisderech ra'ah, and fromthe rah
of your doings, and dwell in ha'aretz that HASHEM hath given unto you and to avoteichem
l'min olam v'ad olam;

6And go not after elohim acherim to serve them, and to worship them, and provokeMe
not to anger with the works of your hands; and I will do you no harm.

7 Yet ye have not paid heed unto Me, saith HASHEM; that ye might provoke Me to anger
with the works of your hands to your own hurt.

8Therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: Because ye have not paid heed to My Devarim,
9Hinei, I will send and take all the mishpekhot of the tzafon (north), saith HASHEM, and

Avdi NevukhadretzarMelech Bavel, andwill bring them against this land, and against the
inhabitants thereof, and against all these Goyim all around, andwill utterly destroy them,
andmake them an astonishment, and a hissing, and perpetual desolations.

10Moreover I will cause to perish from them the kol sasson (voice of gladness), and the
kol simchah (voice of joy), the voice of the Choson, and the voice of the Kallah, the sound of
themillstones, and the ohr of the ner.

11And thiswhole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and theseGoyim shall
serveMelech Bavel shiv'im shanah (seventy years).*

12And it shall come to pass, when shiv'im shanah are accomplished, that I will punish
Melech Bavel, and that nation, saith HASHEM, for their avon, and the Eretz Kasdim (Land
of Chaldeans), and will make it perpetual desolations.

13And I will bring upon that land all My Devarim which I have pronounced against it,
evenall that iswritten in this sefer,whichYirmeyahhathprophesied against kolHaGoyim.
0

14 For Goyim rabbim and melachim gedolim shall enslave them also; I will recompense
them according to their deeds, according to thema'aseh of their own hands.

15For thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel untome: Take this kos hayayin haChemah (wine
cup of wrath)† fromMy yad, and cause kol HaGoyim, to whom I send thee, to drink it.

16And they shall drink, and stagger, and go mad, because of the cherev that I will send
among them.

17Then took I theKos from theyadHASHEM, andmadeall theGoyim todrink, untowhom
HASHEM had sent me;

18Namely, Yerushalayim, and the towns of Yehudah, and themelachim thereof, and the
sarim thereof, tomake themadesolation, anastonishment, ahissing, andakelalah (curse);
as it is this day;

19PharaohMelechMitzrayim, and his avadim, and his sarim and all his people;
20And all themixedmultitude rabble, and kol melachim of Eretz Utz, and kol melachim

of Eretz Pelishtim, and Ashkelon, and Azah (Gaza), and Ekron, and the she'erit (remnant)
of Ashdod,

21Edom, andMoav, and the Bnei Ammon,
22 And kol melachim of Tzor, and kol melachim of Tzidon, and the melachim of the

coastlands which are beyond the yam,
23Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmost [desert] fringes,
24 And kol melachim of Arabia, and kol melachim of the mixed multitude rabble that

dwell in the desert,
25AndkolmelachimofZimri, andkolmelachimofEilam, andkolmelachimof theMedes,
26Andkolmelachimof the tzafon, far andnear, one after another, and all themamlechot

ha'aretz,whichareupon the faceof adamah; andMelechSheshach‡ shall drinkafter them.
27Therefore thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Drink

ye, andbecome shikkor, and vomit, and fall, and rise nomore, because of the cherevwhich
I will send among you.

28And it shall be, if they refuse to take the Kos at thine yad to drink, then shalt thou say
unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, Ye shall certainly drink.

29 For, hinei, I begin to bring ra'ah on the Ir which is called by My Shem, and should ye
be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished; for I will call for a cherev upon all the
inhabitants of ha'aretz, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

30Therefore prophesy thou against them all these Devarim, and say unto them:

HASHEM shall roar from on high,
and utter His voice fromHis Ma'on Kodesh;
He shall mightily roar upon His Naveh (Dwelling);

* 25:11 T.N. Note: length of Exile predicted here. † 25:15 See Lk 22:42 ‡ 25:26 Babylon
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He shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes,
against all the inhabitants of ha'aretz.
31A noise shall come even to the ends of ha'aretz;
for HASHEM hath a legal controversy with the Goyim,
He will plead His case with kol basar;
He will give them that are wicked to the cherev,

saith HASHEM.
32Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
Hinei, ra'ah shall go forth from Goy to Goy,
and a sa'ar gadol (great whirlwind) shall be raised up
from the farthest ends of Eretz.

33And the slain of HASHEM shall be at that day from one end of ha'aretz even unto the
other end of ha'aretz; they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall
be dung upon the adamah.

34Wail, ye ro'im (shepherds), and weep;
and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye leaders of the tzon;
for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished;
and ye shall fall like a precious pottery vessel.
35And the ro'im (shepherds) shall have no refuge for fleeing,
nor the leader of the tzon to escape.
36A voice of the cry of the ro'im
and a wailing of the leaders of the tzon, shall be heard:
for HASHEM hath destroyed their pasture.
37And the ne'ot hashalom (peaceful folds) are laidwaste because of the CharonAfHASHEM.
38He hath left His hiding place, as the lion;
for their land is desolate because of the charon (anger) of the oppressor,
and because of His charon af.

26
1 In the beginning of the reign of Y'hoyakim (Jehoiakim) Ben Yoshiyah Melech Yehudah

came this Davar fromHASHEM saying,
2 Thus saith HASHEM: Stand in the khatzer (courtyard) of the Bais HASHEM, and speak

unto all the towns of Yehudah, which come toworship in the Bais HASHEM, all the Devarim
that I command thee to speak unto them; diminish not a word;

3 If so be they will pay heed, turn every man from his derech hara'ah, that I may relent
of the ra'ah, which I purpose to do unto them for the evil of their doings.

4And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saithHASHEM: If yewill not pay heed toMe, towalk
inMy torah, which I have set before you,

5Topayheed to theDevarimofMyAvadimtheNevi'im,whomIsentuntoyou, bothrising
up early and sending them, but ye have not paid heed;

6Thenwill I make this Bais like Shiloh, andwill make this city a kelalah (curse) to all the
Goyim of Ha'Aretz.

7So thekohanimand thenevi'imandkolHaAmheardYirmeyahspeaking theseDevarim
in the Bais HASHEM.

8Now it came to pass, when Yirmeyah hadmade an end of speaking all that HASHEMhad
commandedhim to speak unto kolHaAm, that the kohanimand the nevi'im and kolHaAm
laid hold of him, saying, Thou shalt surely die.

9Why hast thou prophesied B'Shem HASHEM, saying, This Bais shall be like Shiloh, and
this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And kol HaAm were gathered against
Yirmeyah in the Bais HASHEM.

10 When the sarim of Yehudah heard these things, then they came up from the Bais
HaMelech to the Beis HASHEM, and sat down in the petach Sha'ar HeChadash (entrance of
the NewGate) of [the Beis] HASHEM.

11 Then spoke the kohanim and the nevi'im unto the sarim and to kol HaAm, saying,
Mishpatmavet for this ish! For he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heardwith
your oznayim.

12Then spoke Yirmeyah unto all the sarim and to kol HaAm, saying, HASHEM sent me to
prophesy against this Bais and against this city all the Devarim that ye have heard.

13Therefore now reform your drakhim and your doings, and obey the voice of HASHEM
Eloheichem; and HASHEMwill relent of the ra'ah that He hath pronounced against you.
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14As for me, see, I am in your yad; do withme as seemeth tov and yashar unto you.
15 But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring dahm naki

upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof; for b'emes HASHEM
hath sent me unto you to speak all these Devarim in your oznayim.

16Then said the sarim and kol HaAmunto the kohanimand to the nevi'im; This ish is not
mishpat mavet (worthy of death); for he hath spoken to us B'ShemHASHEM Eloheinu.

17Then rose up anashim zekenim ha'aretz, and spoke to kol kehal HaAm, saying,
18Michah theMorashti prophesied in the days of ChizkiyahMelech Yehudah, and spoke

to kol Am Yehudah, saying, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:

Tziyon shall be plowed like a sadeh,
and Yerushalayim shall become rubble heaps,
and the Har HaBais (TempleMount) like the bare heights of a ya'ar (forest).

19 Did Chizkiyah Melech Yehudah and kol Yehudah put him to death? Did he not
fear HASHEM, and besought HASHEM, and HASHEM relented of the ra'ah which He had
pronounced against them? Thusmight we procure ra'ah gedolah against nafshoteinu.

20And therewas also an ish that prophesied B'ShemHASHEM, UriyahBen Shema'yahu of
Kiryat-HaYe'arim, who prophesied against this city and against HaAretz Hazot according
to all the devarim of Yirmeyah.

21And when Y'hoyakim (Jehoiakim) HaMelech, with all his gibborim, and all the sarim,
heard his words, HaMelech sought to put him to death; but when Uriyah heard it, he was
afraid, and fled, and went into Mitzrayim;

22And Y'hoyakimHaMelech sent anashim intoMitzrayim, namely, Elnatan Ben Achbor,
and certain anashimwith him into Mitzrayim.

23 And they brought Uriyah out of Mitzrayim, and brought him unto Y'hoyakim HaM-
elech; who slaughtered him with the cherev, and cast his nevelah (dead body) into the
kevarim of the Bnei HaAm (common people).

24Nevertheless the yad (hand, influence) of Achikam Ben Shaphan was with Yirmeyah,
that they should not give him into the yad HaAm to put him to death.

27
1 In the beginning of the reign of Y'hoyakim Ben Yoshiyah Melech Yehudah came this

davar unto Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying,
2 Thus saith HASHEM to me: Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy tzavar

(neck),
3 And send them to Melech Edom, and to Melech Moav, and to Melech Bnei Ammon,

and to Melech Tzor, and to Melech Tzidon, by the yad of the malachim which come to
Yerushalayim unto TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah;

4 And command them to say unto their adonim, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei
Yisroel: Thus shall ye say unto your adonim;

5 I havemade ha'aretz (the earth), ha'adam and habehemah that are upon the face of the
earth, by My great ko'ach and by My outstretched zero'a, and have given it unto whom it
seemed yashar unto Me.

6And now have I given all these lands into the yad Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel, Avdi
(My servant); and the beasts of the sadeh have I given him also to serve him.

7 And all Goyim shall serve him, and bno, and ben bno, until the very time of his land
come; and then many Goyim and great melachim shall make him serve [in bondage to]
them.

8And it shall come to pass, that the goy (nation) and mamlachah (kingdom) which will
not serve the sameNevukhadnetzarMelech Bavel, and thatwill not put their tzavar (neck)
under theyokeofHaMelechBavel, thatnationwill I punish, saithHASHEM,with the cherev,
and with the ra'av (famine), and with the dever, until I have consumed them by his yad.

9Therefore do not pay heed to your nevi'im, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers,
nor to your soothsayers, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not
serveMelech Bavel;

10For theyprophesyshekeruntoyou, to removeyou far fromyour land; and that I should
drive you out, and ye should perish.

11But the Goyim that bring their tzavar (neck) under the yoke of the Melech Bavel, and
serve him, those will I let remain still in their own adamah, saith HASHEM; and they shall
till it, and dwell therein.
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12 I spokealso toTzidkiyahMelechYehudahaccording toall theseDevarim, saying, Bring
your tzavarot (necks) under the yoke of Melech Bavel, and serve Him and his people, and
live.

13Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the cherev, by the ra'av (famine), and by the
dever, as HASHEM hath spoken against the goy (nation) that will not serveMelech Bavel?

14Thereforedonot payheedunto thedevarimof thenevi'im that speakunto you, saying,
Ye shall not serveMelech Bavel; for they prophesy sheker unto you.

15 For I have not sent them, saith HASHEM, yet they prophesy sheker in My name; that I
might drive you out, and that yemight perish, ye, and the nevi'im that prophesy unto you.

16Also I spoke to the kohanim and to all this people, saying, Thus saith HASHEM: Do not
pay heed to the devarim of your nevi'im that prophesy unto you, saying, Hinei, the K'lei
Beis HASHEM shall now shortly be brought back fromBavel; for they prophesy sheker unto
you.

17Do not pay heed unto them; serve Melech Bavel, and live; why should this ir be laid
waste?

18 But if they are nevi'im, and if the Devar HASHEM be with them, let them now make
intercession to HASHEM Tzva'os, that the kelim (vessels)which are left in the Beis HASHEM,
and in the Bais HaMelech Yehudah, and at Yerushalayim, go not to Bavel.

19For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os concerning the Ammudim (Pillars) and concerning the
Yam (Sea), and concerning theMekhonot (Stands) [supporting the lavers], and concerning
the remainder of the kelim that remain in this ir.

20 Which Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel took not, when he carried away captive
YechanyahBenY'hoyakimMelechYehudah fromYerushalayim toBavel, andall thenobles
of Yehudah and Yerushalayim;

21Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, concerning the kelim (vessels) that remain
in the Beis HASHEM, and in the Bais HaMelech Yehudah and Yerushalayim;

22 They shall be carried to Bavel, and there shall they be until the day that I visit them,
saith HASHEM; then will I bring them up, and restore them to this makon.

28
1 And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of Tzidkiyah Melech

Yehudah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that Chananyah ben Azzur HaNavi,
who was from Giv'on, spoke unto me in the Beis HASHEM, before the eyes of the kohanim
and of kol haAm, saying,

2Thus says HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, saying, I have broken the ol (yoke) of Melech
Bavel.

3Within two yearswill I bring back intomakon hazeh all the vessels of the Beis HASHEM,
that Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel took away from makon hazeh, and carried them to
Babylon;

4And I will bring back to this place Yechanyah ben Y'hoyakimMelech Yehudah, with all
of Yehudahof theGolus, thatwent into Babylon, saithHASHEM; for Iwill break the ol (yoke)
of Melech Bavel.

5Then Yirmeyah HaNavi said unto Chananyah HaNavi before the eyes of the kohanim,
and before the eyes of kol HaAm that stood in the Beis HASHEM,

6 Even Yirmeyah HaNavi said, Omein; may HASHEM do so; HASHEM perform thy words
which thou hast prophesied, to bring back the vessels of the Beis HASHEM, and all that is
carried away into the Golus, from Babylon into makom hazeh.

7Nevertheless shema now hadavar hazeh that I speak in thine ears, and in the ears of
kol haAm;

8 The nevi'im that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied both against
many countries, and against mamlechot gedolot, of milchamah, of ra'ah, of dever.

9The navi which prophesieth of shalom, when the devar of the navi shall come to pass,
then shall the navi be recognized, that HASHEM hath truly sent him.

10 Then Chananyah HaNavi took the yoke from off the neck of Yirmeyah HaNavi and
broke it.

11And Chananyah spoke before the eyes of kol haAm, saying, Thus saith HASHEM; Even
so will I break the yoke of Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel from the neck of kol HaGoyim
within the space of two years. And Yirmeyah HaNavi went on his way.

12 Then the Devar HASHEM came unto Yirmeyah, after Chananyah HaNavi had broken
the yoke from off the neck of Yirmeyah HaNavi, saying,

13 Go and tell Chananyah, saying, Thus saith HASHEM; Thou hast broken the motot etz
(yokes, bars of wood); but thou shalt make for themmotot barzel (yokes of iron).
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14 For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: I have put an ol barzel (yoke of iron)
upon the neck of kol HaGoyim, that they may serve Nevukhadnetzar Melech Bavel; and
they shall serve him; and I have given him the wild animals also.

15 Then said Yirmeyah HaNavi unto Chananyah HaNavi, Shema nah, Chananyah;
HASHEM hath not sent thee; but thoumakest HaAmHaZeh to trust in sheker (a lie).

16 Therefore thus saith HASHEM; Hineni, I will remove thee from off the face of
ha'adamah; this year thou shalt die, because thouhast preached sarah (rebellion, apostasy,
revolt, disobedience) against HASHEM.

17 So Chananyah HaNavi died the same year in the seventhmonth.

29
1Now these are the Devarim of the sefer that YirmeyahHaNavi sent from Yerushalayim

unto the surviving Zekenimof theGolus and to theKohanim, and to theNevi'im, and to kol
HaAmwhomNevukhadnetzar had carried away captive from Yerushalayim to Bavel—

2This was after YechanyahHaMelech, and the Gevirah (QueenMother), and the sarisim,
the sarimofYehudahandYerushalayim, and thecarpenters, and theartisanshaddeparted
from Yerushalayim;

3 The sefer was sent by the yad of El'asah Ben Shaphan, and Gemaryah Ben Chilkiyah,
whomTzidkiyahMelech Yehudah sent unto Bavel toNevukhadnetzarMelech Bavel— and
it said,

4Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os Elohei Yisroel, unto all that are carried away into the Golus,
whom I have caused to be carried away from Yerushalayim unto Bavel;

5Build ye batim (houses), and dwell in them; and plant gannot (gardens), and eat the p'ri
(fruit) of them;

6 Take ye nashim, and father banim and banot; and take nashim for your banim, and
give yourbanot to anashim, that theymaybearbanimandbanot; that yemaybe increased
there, and not diminished.

7 And seek the shalom of the city where I have caused you to be carried away into the
Golus, and daven unto HASHEM for it; for in the shalom thereof shall ye have shalom.

8 For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Let not your nevi'im and your kesamim
that be in themidst of you, deceive you, neither pay heed to your chalomotwhich ye cause
to be dreamed.

9 For they prophesy b'sheker (falsely) unto you in My Name; I have not sent them, saith
HASHEM.

10For thus saith HASHEM: That after shiv'im shanah (seventy years) are accomplished at
Bavel I will visit you, and perform My Davar Hatov toward you, in causing you to return
to this makom.

11 For I know the machshavot (thoughts, plans) that I think toward you, saith HASHEM,
machshavot shalom, and not of ra'ah, to give you an acharit (future) and a tikvah (hope).

12Thenshall ye call uponMe, andye shall goandv'hitpalaltem (andyou [plural]will pray)
untoMe, and I will pay heed unto you.*

13And ye shall seekMe, and findMe, when ye shall search forMe b'chol lvavchem (with
all your heart).

14 And I will be found by you, saith HASHEM; and I will bring you back from captivity,
and I will gather you from all the Goyim, and from all the mekomot (places)where I have
driven you, saith HASHEM; and I will bring you back into the makom (place) from which I
caused you to be carried away into the Golus.

15Because ye have said, HASHEM hath raised up nevi'im for us in Bavel;
16Know that thus saithHASHEMofHaMelech that sitteth upon theKisseDovid, and of kol

HaAm that dwelleth in this city, and of your achim that are not gone forthwith you into the
Golus;

17 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: Hineni, I will send upon them the cherev, the ra'av, and
the dever, and will make them like rotten figs, that cannot be eaten, they are so bad.

18 And I will pursue them with the cherev, with the ra'av, and with the dever, and will
make themahorror to all themamlechot ha'aretz, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and
a hissing, and a cherpah, among all the Goyimwhere I have driven them;

19Because theyhavenot paid heed toMydevarim, saithHASHEM,which I sent unto them
byMy Avadim the nevi'im, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith
HASHEM.

* 29:12 plural
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20 Hear ye therefore the Devar HASHEM, all ye of the Golus, whom I have sent from
Yerushalayim to Bavel;

21Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os Elohei Yisroel, about Ach'av BenKolayah, and of Tzidkiyah
BenMa'aseiyah, which prophesy sheker unto you inMyName; Hineni, I will deliver them
into the yad Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel; and he shall slay them before your eynayim;

22And of them shall be taken up a kelalah (curse) by all the Golus of Yehudah which are
in Bavel, saying, HASHEM make thee like Tzidkiyah and like Ach'av, whom Melech Bavel
roasted in the eish;

23Because they have done nevalah (a foul deed, outrage) in Yisroel, and have committed
ni'uf with their neighborsʼ nashim, and have spoken davar sheker in My Name, which I
have not commanded them; I know, and am Ed (Witness), saith HASHEM.

24Thus shalt thou also speak to Shema'yahu the Nechelami, saying,
25Thus speaketh HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, saying, Because thou hast sent sefarim

in thy shem unto kol HaAm that are in Yerushalayim, and to Tzephanyah Ben Ma'aseiyah
the kohen, and to all the kohanim, saying,

26HASHEM hath made thee kohen in the place of Yehoyada the kohen, that there should
be pekidim (officers) in the Beis HASHEM, over every ish that is meshuggah (mad, insane),
andmaketh himself a navi, that thou shouldest put him in the stocks, and in the neck iron.

27Nowthereforewhyhast thounot reprovedYirmeyahofAnatot,whichmakethhimself
a navi to you?

28 For therefore he sent unto us in Bavel, saying, This captivity is long; build ye batim
(houses), and dwell in them; and plant gannot (gardens), and eat the fruit of them.

29And Tzephanyah the kohen read this sefer in the oznayim of Yirmeyah HaNavi.
30Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Yirmeyah, saying,
31 Send to all them of the Golus, saying, Thus saith HASHEM concerning Shema'yah the

Nechelami; Because that Shemaiyah hath prophesied unto you, and I sent him not, and he
caused you to trust in sheker;

32 Therefore thus saith HASHEM: Hinei, I will punish Shema'yah the Nechelami, and his
zera; he shall not have an ish to dwell among this people; neither shall he behold the tov
that Iwill do forMypeople, saithHASHEM; becausehehath spoken sarah (rebellion)against
HASHEM.

30
1The Davar that came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying,
2 Thus speaketh HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, saying, Write thee all the Devarim that I have

spoken unto thee in a sefer.
3 For, hinei, the days are coming, saith HASHEM, that I will bring back from captivity My

people Yisroel and Yehudah, saith HASHEM; and Iwill cause them to return to ha'aretz that
I gave to their avot, and they shall possess it.

4 And these are the Devarim that HASHEM spoke concerning Yisroel and concerning
Yehudah.
5For thus saith HASHEM:
We have heard a cry of fear,
of pachad (terror), and not of shalom.
6Ask ye now, and see
whether a zachar (male) doth travail with child?
Why do I see every gever
with his hands on his stomach,
like a woman in labor,
and all faces are turned deadly pale?
7Alas! For gadol hayom,
so that none is like it;
it is even the Et (Time) of Tzarah l'Ya'akov (Jacobʼs Trouble),
but he shall be saved out of it.

8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith HASHEM Tzva'os, that I will break his yoke
from off thy tzavar (neck), and will burst thy bonds, and zarim (foreigners) shall no more
make a slave of him;

9But they shall serveHASHEMEloheihem, andDovid theirMelech,* whom Iwill raise up
for them.
* 30:9 i.e. Moshiach
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10Therefore, fear thou not, O Avdi Ya'akov,
saith HASHEM;

neither be dismayed, O Yisroel;
for, hineni, I will save thee from afar,
and thy zera from the eretz of their captivity;
and Ya'akov shall return, and shall be at rest, and be secure,
and none shall make him afraid.
11For I amwith thee, saith HASHEM, to save thee;
though I make a full end of all Goyim
where I have scattered thee,
yet I will not make a full end of thee;
but I will correct thee inmishpat,
and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

12For thus saith HASHEM:
Thy bruise is incurable, and thymakkah (blow, wound) is grievous.
13There is none to uphold thy cause,
no refu'ot for your wound, no healing for you.
14All thy lovers have forgotten thee;
they seek thee not;
for I have wounded thee with themakkat oyev,
with themusar (chastisement) of a cruel one,
for themultitude of thine avon, because thy sins were increased.
15Why dost thou cry out over thine affliction?
Thy pain is incurable for themultitude of thine avon;
because thy chattot were increased,
I have done these things unto thee.
16Therefore all they that devour thee shall be devoured;
and all thine adversaries, every one of them, shall go into captivity;
and they that plunder thee shall become plunder,
and all that prey upon thee will I give for prey.
17For I will restore health unto thee,
and I will heal thee of thymakkot (wounds),

saith HASHEM;
because they called thee a Nidachah (Outcast), saying:
This is Tziyon, whom no one careth for.

18Thus saith HASHEM:
Hineni, I will bring back the captivity of Ya'akovʼs ohalim,
and have compassion on his dwelling places;
and the Ir shall be rebuilt upon her own ruins,
and the armon (citadel) shall stand on its rightful site.
19And out of them shall proceed todah (thanksgiving)
and the voice of them that rejoice;
and I will multiply them,
and they shall not be few;
I will also honor them,
and they shall not be disdained.
20Their banim also shall be as formerly,
and their Edah (Congregation) shall be established before Me,
and I will punish all that oppress them.
21And their Adir (Prince, Leader) shall be one of their own,
and their Moshel (ruler) shall proceed from themidst of them;
and I will cause him to draw near,
and he shall approach untoMe;
for who is this that devoted his lev to approach untoMe?

saith HASHEM.
22And ye shall be My people,
and I will be your Elohim.

23Hinei, the whirlwind of HASHEM
goeth forth with chemah (wrath, fury),
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a sweeping whirlwind;
it shall fall violently upon the rosh of the resha'im.
24The Charon Af HASHEM shall not return,
until He hath accomplished it,
and until He have performed
themezimmot (intents, purposes) of His lev;
in the acharit hayamim (latter days) ye shall understand this.
25At the same time,

saith HASHEM,
I will be Elohim l'khol mishpekhot Yisroel,
and they shall be My people.

31
1Thus saith HASHEM:
The Am seridei cherev (the People that survived the cherev)*
found chen (grace) in themidbar;
even Yisroel, when Yisroel journeyed to find [a place of] rest.
2HASHEM hath appeared of old untome, saying:
Yes, I have loved thee with an ahavat olam;
therefore with chesed have I drawn thee.
3Again I will build thee up,
and thou shalt be rebuilt, O Betulat Yisroel;
thou shalt again adorn thyself with thy timbrels,
and shalt go forth in the dance of merrymakers.
4Thou shalt yet plant keramim upon the hills of Shomron;
the planters shall plant, and shall put the fruit to ordinary use.†
5For there shall be a yom,
that the notzrim (watchmen) upon har Ephrayim shall cry:
Arise ye, and let us go up to Tziyon
unto HASHEM Eloheinu.
6For thus saith HASHEM:
Sing with simcha for Ya'akov,
and shout among the Rosh HaGoyim;
publish ye, hallelu (praise ye), and say:
HASHEM, save Thy people,
the She'erit Yisroel (the Remnant of Israel).
7Hineni, I will bring them from the eretz tzafon (land of the north),
and gather them from the ends of ha'aretz,
and with them the ivver (blind) and the pise'ach (lame),
the womanwith child and her that travaileth with child together;
a Kahal Gadol shall return here.
8They shall comewith weeping,
and with techinnunimwill I lead them back;
I will cause them to walk by the nachalei mayim (streams of water)
in a derech yashar (straight road),
wherein they shall not stumble;
for I am an Av to Yisroel,
and Ephrayim is My bechor.
9Hear the Devar HASHEM, O ye Goyim,
and preach it in the farthest shores, and say:
He that scattered Yisroel will gather Yisroel,
and He shall be shomer over Yisroel, like a Ro'eh over the Eder thereof.
10For HASHEM hath redeemed Ya'akov,
and made Geulah (Redemption) for Ya'akov out of the yad of him that was chazak more

than Ya'akov.
11Therefore they shall come and sing on the height of Tziyon,
and shall stream to the Tuv HASHEM(Bounty, Goodness ofHASHEM),
for dagan (grain), and for tirosh (newwine) and for yitzhar (pure olive oil)
and for the young of the tzon and of the herd;

* 31:1 as a Remnant † 31:4 See Lv 19:24-25
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and their nefesh shall be like a well-watered gan (garden);
and they shall not sorrow anymore at all.
12Then shall the betulah rejoice in themachol (dance),
both bocherim (youngmen) and zekenim together;
for I will turn their evel (mourning) into sasson (joy),
and will comfort them, andmake them have simcha from their sorrow.
13And I will satisfy the nefesh of the Kohanimwith deshen (fatness, abundance)
andMy people shall be sated withMy Tuv (Bounty, Goodness),

saith HASHEM.

14Thus saith HASHEM:
A voice was heard in Ramah,
lamentation, and bitter weeping;
Rachel, weeping for her banim,
refused to be comforted for her banim,
because they were nomore.‡

15Thus saith HASHEM:
Refrain thy voice fromweeping,
and thine eyes from tears;
for sachar (reward) there will be for thy labor,

saith HASHEM;
and they shall return from the eretz oyev (land of the enemy).
16And there is tikveh (hope) in thine acharit (future, latter end),

saith HASHEM,
that thy banim shall return to their own border.
17 I have surely heard Ephrayim bemoaning himself thus:
Thou hast chastisedme, and I was chastised,
like an unbroken egel;
turn Thoume, and I shall be turned;
for Thou art HASHEM Elohai.
18 Surely after I turned away, I made teshuva;
and after I was instructed, I beat uponmy yarech (thigh);
I was ashamed, yes, even humiliated,
because nasati cherpat neurai (I did bear, carry the reproach, disgrace of my youth).
19 Is EphrayimMy ben yakir (dear son)?
Is he a yeled in whom I delight?
For though I spoke rebuke of him,
I do earnestly remember him still;
therefore My heart yearns for him;
I will surely have rachamim (mercy) upon him,

saith HASHEM.

20 Set thee up tziyyunim (roadmarks, road signs),
make thee tamurim (guideposts);
set thine lev upon the highway,
even the derech thou art nowwalking;
turn back, O Betulat Yisroel,
turn back to these thy towns.
21How long wilt thou dillydally,
O Bat HaShovevah (backsliding daughter)?
For HASHEM barah chadashah (HASHEMhath created a new thing) on ha'aretz;
A nekevah (woman, female),§ shall encircle a gever (man, male).*

22Thus saithHASHEMTzva'osEloheiYisroel: Onceagain they shalluse this saying inEretz
Yehudah and in the towns thereof, when I shall turn them back from their captivity;

Yevarechecha Adonoi, neveh tzedek,
har hakodesh (mayHASHEM bless thee, O Righteous Abode, OHarHaKodesh)!

‡ 31:14 SeeMt 2:18 § 31:21 i.e., Israel * 31:21 i.e., G-d
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23There shall dwell in Yehudah itself, in all the towns thereof together, ikkarim (farmers);
they also that go forth with the eder.
24 For I will refresh the nefesh of the weary, and I will replenish even the stress-laden
nefesh.

25Upon this, I awoke, and beheld; andmy sheynah (sleep)was sweet untome.
26Hinei, the days are coming, saith HASHEM, that I will sow again Bais Yisroel and Bais

Yehudahwith the zeraadam (humanseed),† andalsowith the zerabehemah (animal seed).‡
27And it shall come to pass, that just as Iwatched over them, to uproot, and to tear down,

and to overthrow, and to destroy, and to bring catastrophe; so will I watch over them, to
build, and to plant, saith HASHEM.

28 In those days they shall say nomore:

The Avot have eaten the sour grape,
and the shinayim (teeth) of the Banim are set on edge.
29Buteveryone shall die forhis ownavon (iniquity); kolhaAdamthat eateth the sourgrape,
his shinayim shall be set on edge.

30Hinei, the days come, saith HASHEM, that I will cut a Brit Chadasha with Bais Yisroel,
and with Bais Yehudah;

31Not according to the Brit that I cut with their Avot in the day that I took hold of their
yad to take them out of Eretz Mitzrayim; which My Brit they broke, although I was Ba'al
(Husband) to them, saith HASHEM;

32 But this shall be the Brit that I will cut with Bais Yisroel;§ After those days, saith
HASHEM, I will set My Torah in them inwardly, and I will write ketuvim on their hearts;
and I will be their Elohim, and they shall be My People.

33And they shall teach no more every ish his re'a (neighbor), and every ish his brother,
saying, KnowHASHEM; for they shall all have da'as of Me, from the katon of them unto the
gadol of them, saithHASHEM; for Iwill forgive their avon, and Iwill remember their chattat
nomore.
34Thus saith HASHEM,
which giveth the shemesh for an ohr by day,
and the chukkot yarei'ach and chukkot kokhavim for an ohr by night,
which stirreth up the sea when the waves thereof roar;
HASHEM Tzva'os is Shmo:
35 If those chukkim depart from before Me,

saith HASHEM,
then the Zera Yisroel also shall cease
from being a Goy (Nation) before Me forever.
36Thus saith HASHEM:
If Shomayim above can bemeasured,
and, below, the foundations of ha'aretz can be searched out,
I will also cast off kol Zera Yisroel
for all that they have done,

saith HASHEM.
37Hinei, the days are coming, saith HASHEM, that the Ir shall be built unto HASHEM from

theMigdal Chanan'el unto the Sha'ar HaPinnah (Corner Gate).
38And the measuring line shall yet go forth straight ahead to Garev Hill, and around to

Goah.
39And the whole valley [of Hinnom] of the pegarim (corpses), and of the deshen (ashes),

and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the Sha'ar HaSusim (Horse
Gate) to the east, shall be kodesh unto HASHEM; it shall not be uprooted, nor destroyed any
more l'olam.

32
1The Davar that came to Yirmeyah from HASHEM in the tenth year of Tzidkiyah Melech

Yehudah, which was the eighteenth year of Nevukhadretzar.
2For then the army of Melech Bavel besieged Yerushalayim; and Yirmeyah HaNavi was

imprisoned in the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard, which was in Bais Melech Yehudah.

† 31:26 i.e., repopulation ‡ 31:26 i.e., replenishing livestock § 31:32 T.N. Orthodox Jewish Brit Chadasha (OJBC)
is Jewish, according to Jeremiah
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3 For Tzidkiyah Melech Yehudah had imprisoned him, saying, Why dost thou prophesy,
and say, Thus saith HASHEM, Hineni, I will give this city into the yad Melech Bavel, and he
shall capture it;

4 And Tzidkiyah Melech Yehudah shall not escape out of the yad of the Kasdim
(Chaldeans), but shall surely be delivered into the yad Melech Bavel, and shall speak with
himmouth to mouth, and his eynayim shall behold his eynayim;

5 And he shall lead Tzidkiyah to Bavel, and there shall he be until I visit him, saith
HASHEM; though ye fight against the Kasdim (Chaldeans), ye shall not succeed.

6And Yirmeyah said, The Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
7Hinei, Chanam'el Ben Shallum thine dod (uncle) shall come unto thee saying, Buy thee

my sadeh that is in Anatot: for the mishpat haGeulah (right of Redemption) is thine to buy
it.

8 So Chanam'el ben dodi came to me in the Khatzer (court) of the Guard according to
the Devar HASHEM, and said unto me, Buy my sadeh, now, that is in Anatot, which is in
Eretz Binyamin; for the mishpat hayerushah (right of possession) is thine, and the geulah
(redemption) is thine; buy it for thyself. Then I knew that this was the Devar HASHEM.

9And I bought the sadeh of Chanam'el bendodi, thatwas inAnatot, andweighedhimout
the kesef, even seventeen shekels of kesef.

10 And I signed the sefer (deed), and sealed it, and took edim (witnesses), and weighed
him out the kesef on the scales.

11So I took the sefer hamikneh (deed of purchase), both that whichwas sealed according
to themitzvah and chukkim, and that which was the unsealed copy:

12And I gave the sefer hamikneh unto Baruch BenNeriyah BenMachseiyah, in the sight
of Chanam'el my cousin, and in the presence of the edim that signed the sefer hamikneh,
before all the Yehudim that sat in the khatzer (courtyard) of the prison.

13And I charged Baruch before their eyes, saying,
14 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Take these sefarim, this sefer hamikneh,

both which is sealed, and this sefer which is unsealed; and put them in an earthen vessel,
that theymay last yamim rabbim.

15 For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Batim (houses) and sadot (fields) and
kramim (vineyards) shall be bought again in this land.

16Now when I had delivered the sefer hamikneh unto Baruch Ben Neriyah, I davened
unto HASHEM, saying,

17AhAdonoi HASHEM! Hinei, Thou hastmade the Shomayim and the Eretz by Thy koach
hagadol and Thy outstretched zero'a, and there is nothing too difficult for Thee;

18Thou showest chesed unto alafim, and recompensest avon avot into the kheyk of their
banim after them; HaEl HaGadol HaGibbor HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo,

19Gadol in etzah (counsel), andmighty in deed; for Thine eynayim are open upon all the
drakhim of Bnei Adam; to give everyone according to his drakhim, and according to the
fruit of his doings;

20Whichhast set otot andmofetim in EretzMitzrayim, evenunto this day, and in Yisroel,
and among adam (mankind); and hast made Thee a Shem, as at this day;

21And hast brought forth Thy people Yisroel out of Eretz Mitzrayim with otot, and with
mofetim, andwith a yad chazakah, andwith an outstretched zero'a, andwith great terror;

22Andhast given them this land,which Thoudidst swear to their avot to give them, eretz
zavat cholov udevash;

23And they came in, and possessed it; but they obeyed not Thy voice, neither walked in
Thy torah; they have done nothing of all that Thou commandedst them to do; therefore
Thou hast caused all this ra'ah to come upon them.

24Hinei, the siege ramps, they are come unto the Ir to take it; and the Ir is given into the
yad of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), that fight against it, because of the cherev, and of the ra'av,
and of the dever; and what Thou hast spoken is come to pass; and, behold, Thou seest it.

25And Thou hast said untome, O Adonoi HASHEM, Buy thee the sadeh for kesef, and take
edim (witnesses); for the Ir is given into the yad of the Kasdim (Chaldeans).

26Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Yirmeyah, saying,
27Hinei, I amHASHEM Elohei Kol Basar; is there any thing too difficult for Me?
28 Therefore thus saith HASHEM: Hineni, I will give this city into the yad of the Kasdim

(Chaldeans), and into the yad of Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel, and he shall capture it;
29And the Kasdim (Chaldeans), that fight against this city, shall come and set eish to this

city, andburn itwith thebatim (houses), uponwhosegagot (roofs) theyhaveofferedketoret
unto Ba'al, and poured out nesakhim (drink offerings)unto elohimacherim, to provokeMe
to anger.
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30 For the Bnei Yisroel and the Bnei Yehudah have only done rah (evil) before Me from
their youth; for the Bnei Yisroel have only provoked Me to anger with the work of their
hands, saith HASHEM.

31 For this city hath been to Me as a provocation of Mine anger and of My fury from the
day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before My face,

32Because of all the ra'ah of the Bnei Yisroel and of the Bnei Yehudah, which they have
done to provoke Me to anger, they, their melachim, their sarim, their kohanim, and their
nevi'im, and the Ish Yehudah, and the inhabitants of Yerushalayim.

33 And they have turned unto Me the oref (back), and not the panim; though I taught
them, rising up early and teaching them, yet they have not paid heed to receive musar.

34But they set their shikkutzim (abominations) in the Beis,* which is called by Shmi, to
make it tameh (unclean).

35 And they built the high places of Ba'al, which are in the Gey Ben Hinnom, to cause
their banim and their banot to pass through the eish unto Molech; which I commanded
them not, neither came it into My lev, that they should do this toe'vah (abomination) to
cause Yehudah to sin.

36And now therefore thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, concerning this city, whereof ye
say, It shall be delivered into the yad Melech Bavel by the cherev, and by the ra'av and by
the dever;

37Hineni, Iwill gather themout of all countries,where I havedriven them inMine anger,
and inMy fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them back unto this makom, and I will
cause them to dwell securely;

38And they shall be My people, and I will be their Elohim;
39And I will give them lev echad (one heart), and derech echad (one way), that they may

fear Me kol hayamim, for the tov of them, and of their banim after them;
40And Iwillmake aBrit Olamwith them, that Iwill not turn away fromdoing themgood;

but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart fromMe.
41 Indeed, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land

b'emes with all My lev and with all My nefesh.
42For thus saithHASHEM; Just as I havebrought all this ra'ahhagedolahupon this people,

so will I bring upon them kol hatovah that I have promised them.
43And sadeh shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, It is desolate without adam or

behemah; it is given into the yad of the Kasdim (Chaldeans).
44Sadot (fields)will bebought for kesef, and the sefer (deed)will be signedand sealedand

witnessed in Eretz Binyamin, and in the places around Yerushalayim, and in the towns of
Yehudah, and the towns of the hill country, and in the towns of the Shephelah, and in the
towns of the Negev; for I will cause their captivity to return, saith HASHEM.

33
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came unto Yirmeyah the second time, while he was yet

imprisoned in the Khatzer of the Guard, saying,
2 Thus saith HASHEM the Oseh (Maker) thereof,*HASHEM the Yotzer who formed it to

establish it: HASHEM Shmo;
3 Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, and show thee gedolot (great things) and

unsearchable things, which thou knowest not.
4 For thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, concerning the batim (houses) of this city, and

concerning the batim (houses) of the melachim of Yehudah, which are torn down for
defense against siege ramps and against the cherev;

5They come to fight against the Kasdim (Chaldeans), but it is to fill these places with the
pegarim (dead bodies) of adam, whom I have slain inMine anger and inMywrath, and all
for whose wickedness I have hidMy face from this city.

6Hineni, I will bring it health andmarpeh (healing), and Iwill heal them, andwill reveal
unto them the abundance of shalom and emes.

7And I will cause the captives of Yehudah and the captives of Yisroel to return, and will
rebuild those places, as at the first.

8And Iwill cleanse them fromall their avon (iniquity), whereby theyhave sinnedagainst
Me; and I will pardon all their avonot, whereby they have sinned, andwhereby they have
committed peysha'im against Me.

* 32:34Hamikdash * 33:2 of the Earth
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9 And it shall be to Me a Shem Sasson, a Tehillah and a Teferet before kol HaGoyim of
Ha'Aretz,which shall hear all the tovah that I dounto them; and they shall fear and tremble
for all the tovah and for all the shalom that I procure unto it.

10 Thus saith HASHEM; Again there shall be heard in this makom, which ye say shall
be desolate without adam and without behemah, even in the towns of Yehudah, and in
the streets of Yerushalayim, that are desolate, without adam, and without inhabitant, and
without behemah,

11The kol (sound, voice) of sasson, and the voice of simchah, the voice of the Choson, and
the voice of the Kallah, the voice of them that shall say,

Hodu HASHEM Tzva'os;
for HASHEM is tov;
for His chesed endureth l'olam;

and of them that shall bring the todah (thank offerings, sacrifice of praise) into the Beis
HASHEM. For I will cause the captives of the land to return, as at the first, saith HASHEM.

12 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os; Again in this makom, which is desolate without adam
and without behemah, and in all the towns thereof, shall be a naveh (dwelling) of ro'im
(shepherds) resting their tzon.

13 In the towns of the hill country, in the towns of the Shephelah, and in the towns of the
Negev, and in Eretz Binyamin, and in the places around Yerushalayim, and in the towns
of Yehudah, shall the tzon pass again under the hands of him that counteth them, saith
HASHEM.

14Hinei, the days are coming, saith HASHEM, that I will perform that davar hatov which
I have promised unto Bais Yisroel and unto Bais Yehudah.

15 In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Tzemach Tzedakah† to sprout up unto
Dovid; He shall execute mishpat and tzedakah in ha'aretz.

16 In those days shall Yehudah be saved, and Yerushalayim shall dwell securely; and this
is what she shall be called, HASHEM Tzidkeinu.

17For thus saith HASHEM; Dovid shall never lack an ish to sit upon Kisse Bais Yisroel;
18Neither shall the kohanim the Levi'im lack an ish beforeMe to offer olah, and to burn

minchah, and to do zevakh continually.
19And the Devar HASHEM came unto Yirmeyah, saying:
20Thus saith HASHEM: If ye can break My Brit HaYom, and My Brit HaLailah, that there

should not be yomam v'lailah (day and night) in their appointed times;
21Thenmay alsoMy Brit (covenant) be brokenwith Dovid Avdi, that he should not have

Ben to reign upon his kisse; andwith the Levi'im the kohanim,Mymesharetim (ministers,
servants).

22 As the Tzeva HaShomayim cannot be numbered, neither the chol (sand) of the yam
(sea)measured, so will I multiply the zera Dovid Avdi, and the Levi'im that minister unto
Me.

23Moreover the Devar HASHEM came to Yirmeyah, saying,
24Considerest thounotwhat this peoplehave spoken, saying, The twomishpekhotwhich

HASHEMhath chosen, Hehath even cast themoff? Thus theyhave despisedMypeople, that
they should be nomore a nation before them.

25Thus saithHASHEM; IfMyBrit be notwith yomamvalailah, and if I have not appointed
the chukkot of Shomayim vaAretz;

26Thenwill I cast away the zera Ya'akov and Dovid Avdi, so that I will not take any of his
zera to be moshelim (rulers) over the zera Avraham, Yischak, and Ya'akov; for I will cause
their captives to return, and havemercy on them.

34
1 The Davar which came unto Yirmeyah from HASHEM, when Nevukhadretzar Melech

Bavel, andallhis army, andall themamlechot eretz (kingdomsof theearth)ofhisdominion,
and all the peoples fought against Yerushalayim, and against all the towns thereof, saying,

2Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel; Go and speak to TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah, and tell
him, Thus saithHASHEM: Hineni, Iwill give this city into the yadMelechBavel, andhe shall
burn it with eish,

† 33:15 Righteous Branch, i.e., Moshiach Ben Dovid Yehoshua, see 30:9; 23:5; Zech 3:8; Ezra 3:8; 6:11-12; Mt 2:23; Isa 4:2;
9:2-7; 11:1-12; 53:2; Moshiach the new “Joshua” Isa 49:8
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3 And thou shalt not escape out of his yad, but shalt surely be captured, and delivered
into his yad; and thine eynayim shall behold the eynayim of Melech Bavel, and he shall
speak with theemouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Bavel.

4Yet hear the Devar HASHEM, O Tzidkiyah Melech Yehudah; Thus saith HASHEM of thee,
Thou shalt not die by the cherev;

5 But thou shalt die in shalom; and with the [royal funeral spice] burnings of thy avot,
the former melachim which were before thee, so shall they burn for thee; and they will
lament thee, saying, Hoy Adon! For I have pronounced the davar, saith HASHEM.

6 Then Yirmeyah HaNavi spoke all these devarim unto Tzidkiyah Melech Yehudah in
Yerushalayim,

7When the armyofMelechBavel fought against Yerushalayim, and against all the towns
of Yehudah that were left, against Lakhish, and against Azekah; for these fortified cities
remained of the cities of Yehudah.

8 This is the Davar that came unto Yirmeyah from HASHEM, after that Tzidkiyah
HaMelech had cut a Brit with kol HaAm which were at Yerushalayim, to proclaim deror
(liberty) unto them;

9 That every ish should set free his eved, and every ish his shifchah, being Ivri (Hebrew
man) or Ivriyah (Hebrew woman); that none should hold another brother Yehudi in
bondage.

10Now when all the sarim, and kol HaAm, which had entered into the brit (covenant),
heard that every one should set free his eved, and every one his shifchah, that none should
keep them in bondage, then they obeyed, and let them go.

11But afterward they changed theirminds, and caused avadim and the shfakhot, whom
they had set free, to return, and brought them into subjection for avadimand for shfakhot.

12Therefore the Devar HASHEM came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying:
13Thus saithHASHEMElohei Yisroel; I cut aBritwith avoteichem in theday that I brought

them forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim, out of the bais avadim, saying,
14At the end of sheva shanim let ye go free every ish his brotherHaIvri, which hath been

sold unto thee; and when he hath served thee shesh shanim, thou shalt let him go chofshi
(free) from thee; but avoteichem paid heed not unto Me, neither inclined their ozen.

15And recently ye turned, and did hayashar (the right) inMy sight, in proclaiming deror
(liberty) every ish to his neighbor; and ye cut a Brit (covenant) beforeMe in the Beis which
is called by Shmi;

16 But ye turned around and profaned Shmi, and caused every ish his eved, and every
ish his shifchah, whom he had set at liberty at their desire, to return, and brought them
into subjection, to be unto you for avadim and for shfakhot.

17 Therefore thus saith HASHEM: Ye have not paid heed unto Me, in proclaiming deror
(freedom), everyone to his brother, and every ish to his neighbor; hineni, I proclaim deror
(freedom) for you, saithHASHEM, to the cherev, to thedever, and to the ra'av; and Iwillmake
you to be a horror to all the mamlechot ha'aretz.

18And Iwill give the anashim that have transgressedMyBrit, whichhavenot performed
the Devarim of the Brit (covenant) which they had cut before Me, when they cut the egel
(calf) in two, and passed between the parts thereof,

19The sarim of Yehudah, and the sarim of Yerushalayim, the sarisim, and the kohanim,
and kol AmHaAretz, which passed between the parts of the egel (calf);

20 I will even give them into the yad of their oyevim, and into the yad of them that seek
their nefesh: and their nevilah (dead body) shall be for food unto the oph HaShomayim,
and to the behemat ha'aretz.

21And TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah and his sarimwill I give into the yad of their oyevim,
and into the yad of them that seek their nefesh, and into the yad of Melech Bavelʼs army,
which hast withdrawn from you.

22Hineni, I will command, saith HASHEM, and cause them to return to this city; and they
shall fight against it, and capture it, and burn it with eish; and I will make the towns of
Yehudah a desolation without an inhabitant.

35
1 The Davar which came unto Yirmeyah from HASHEM in the days of Y'hoyakim Ben

YoshiyahMelech Yehudah, saying,
2Go unto the Bais of the Rechavim, and speak unto them, and bring them into the Beis

HASHEM, into one of the leshakhot (side rooms), and give them yayin to drink.
3Then I took Ya'azanyah Ben Yirmeyah Ben Chavatzinyah, and his brethren, and all his

banim, and kol Bais Rechavim;
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4And I brought them into the Beis HASHEM, into the lishkah (room) of the Bnei Chanan
BenYigdalyahu, an IshHaElohim,whichwas by the lishkah of the sarim,whichwas above
the lishkah of Ma'aseiyah Ben Shallum, the Shomer HaSaf (Gatekeeper);

5And I set before the Bnei Bais Rechavim bowls full of yayin, and kosot (cups), and I said
unto them, Drink ye yayin.

6 But they said, We will drink no yayin; for Yehonadav Ben Rechav avinu commanded
us, saying, Ye shall drink no yayin, neither ye, nor your banim ad olam;

7Neither shall ye build bais, nor sow zera, nor plant kerem (vineyard), nor have any; but
all yourdaysye shall dwell inohalim; that yemay liveyamimrabbim in theadamahwhere
ye are sojourners.

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Yehonadav Ben Rechav avinu in all that he hath
charged us, to drink no yayin kol yameinu (all our days), we, our nashim, our banim, nor
our banot;

9Nor to build batim for us to dwell in; neither have we kerem, nor sadeh, nor zera;
10 But we have dwelt in ohalim, and have obeyed, and done according to all that

Yehonadav avinu commanded us.
11But it came topass,whenNevukhadretzarMelechBavel invadedha'aretz, thatwesaid,

Come, and let us go to Yerushalayim because of the army of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), and
because of the army of Aram (the Syrians); so we dwell in Yerushalayim.

12Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Yirmeyah, saying,
13 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Go and tell the Ish Yehudah and the

inhabitants of Yerushalayim, Will ye not learn musar to pay heed to My devarim? saith
HASHEM.

14 The devarim of Yehonadav Ben Rechav, that he commanded his banim not to drink
yayin, hasbeencarriedout; forunto thisday theydrinknone, butobey themitzvatavihem;
notwithstanding, I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye paid heed not
unto Me.

15 I have sent also unto you allMy avadim theNevi'im, rising up early and sending them,
saying, Turn yenowevery ish fromhis derechhara'ah, and amendyour doings, and gonot
after elohimacherim to serve them, and ye shall dwell in ha'adamahwhich I have given to
you and to avoteichem; but ye have not inclined your ozen (ear), nor paid heed untoMe.

16 Indeed the Bnei Yehonadav Ben Rechav have carried out the mitzvat avihem, which
he commanded them; but this people hath not paid heed untoMe:

17Therefore, thus saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Hineni, I will bring upon
Yehudahanduponall the inhabitants of Yerushalayimall the ra'ah that I havepronounced
against them; because I have spoken unto them, but they have not paid heed; and I have
called unto them, but they have not answered.

18AndYirmeyah said unto the Bais Rechavim, Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os Elohei Yisroel;
Because ye have obeyed the mitzvat Yehonadav avichem, and have been shomer over all
his mitzvot, and done according unto all that he hath commanded you,

19Therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Yehonadav Ben Rechav shall not
lack an ish to stand before Me kol hayamim.

36
1And it came to pass in the fourth year of Y'hoyakimBenYoshiyahMelech Yehudah, that

this Davar came unto Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, saying,
2 Take thee megilat sefer (scroll book), and write therein all the Devarim that I have

spoken unto thee against Yisroel, and against Yehudah, and against kol HaGoyim, from
the day I spoke unto thee, from the yamim of Yoshiyah, even unto this day.

3 It may be that Bais Yehudah will hear all the ra'ah (disaster, evil)which I purpose to do
unto them; that they may turn every ish from his derech hara'ah; that I may forgive their
avon and their chattat.

4 Then Yirmeyah called Baruch Ben Neriyah; and Baruch wrote from the mouth of
Yirmeyah all the Divrei HASHEM, which he spoke unto him, upon amegilat sefer.

5And Yirmeyah commanded Baruch, saying, I am atzur (restricted, barred); I cannot go
into Bais HASHEM;

6Therefore go thou, andread fromthemegilah,which thouhastwritten frommymouth,
the Divrei HASHEM in the oznayim (ears) of HaAm in the Bais HASHEM on the yom tzom;
and also thou shalt read them in the oznayimof all Yehudah thatwill be coming from their
towns.
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7 Itmay be theywill present their techinnah (supplication) beforeHASHEM, and theywill
turn every ish from his derech hara'ah; for gadol is the anger and the wrath that HASHEM
hath pronounced against HaAmHazeh.

8And Baruch Ben Neriyah did according to all that Yirmeyah HaNavi commanded him,
reading the Sefer Divrei HASHEM in the Bais HASHEM.

9And it came to pass in the fifth year of Y'hoyakimBen YoshiyahMelech Yehudah, in the
ninth month, that they proclaimed a tzom before HASHEM to kol HaAm in Yerushalayim,
and to kol HaAm that came from the towns of Yehudah unto Yerushalayim.

10 Then Baruch read from the Sefer the Divrei Yirmeyah in the Bais HASHEM, in the
lishkah (chamber) of Gemaryah Ben Shaphan the sofer, in the khatzer haelyon, at the
Petach Sha'ar HeChadash of Bais HASHEM, in oznayim kol HaAm.

11WhenMichayahBenGemaryah, BenShaphan, hadheardkolDivreiHASHEMout of the
Sefer,

12Thenhewent down into the Bais HaMelech, into the lishkah of the sofer, and, hinei, all
the sarim sat there, even Elishama the sofer, and Delayahu Ben Shema'yahu, and Elnatan
Ben Achbor, and Gemaryah Ben Shaphan, and Tzidkiyah Ben Chananyahu, and the sarim
(officials).

13Then Michayah declared unto them all the Devarim that he had heard, when Baruch
read the Sefer in the oznayim of HaAm.

14 Therefore all the sarim sent Yehudi Ben Netanyahu Ben Shelemyah Ben Cushi unto
Baruch, saying, Bring in thine yad the megilah wherein thou hast read in the oznayim of
HaAm, and come. SoBaruchBenNeriyah took themegilah inhis yad, and cameunto them.

15 And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in ozneinu (our ears). So Baruch
read it in their oznayim.

16Now it came to pass, when they had heard kol haDevarim, they were afraid [looking
fearfully] one to the other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell HaMelech of all these
Devarim.

17And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thouwrite all these Devarim at
his peh (mouth)?*

18Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these Devarim untomewith his peh
(mouth, dictation) and I wrote themwith dyo (ink) in the Sefer.

19Then said the sarimuntoBaruch, Go, hide thee, thouandYirmeyah; and letno ishhave
da'as of where ye be.

20And they went into the khatzer HaMelech, but they laid up the megilah in the lishka
of Elishama the Sofer, and told all the Devarim in the oznayim of HaMelech.

21 So HaMelech sent Yehudi to bring the megilah; and he brought it out the lishka of
Elishama the sofer. And Yehudi read it in the oznayim of HaMelech, and in the oznayim of
all the sarimwhich Tzidkiyah Ben Chananyahu, and all stood beside HaMelech.

22NowHaMelech sat in the BaisHakhoref (WinterHouse) in the ninthmonth;† and there
was an akh (fireplace) burning before him.

23 And it came to pass, that when Yehudi had read three or four delatot (columns), he
cut it with a ta'ar hasofer (razor of a scribe), and cast it into the eish that was in the akh
(fireplace), until all the megilah was consumed in the eish that was in the akh (fireplace).

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor tore their begadim, neither HaMelech, nor any of his
avadim that heard all these Devarim.

25 Nevertheless Elnatan and Delayahu and Gemaryah had made intercession to HaM-
elech that he would not burn themegilah; but he would not heed them.

26HaMelech ordered that Yerachme'el Ben Hammelech, Serayah Ben Azriel, and Shele-
myah Ben Avde'el, arrest Baruch HaSofer and Yirmeyah HaNavi; but HASHEM hid them.

27 Then the Devar HASHEM came to Yirmeyah, after that HaMelech had burned the
megilah, and the Devarimwhich Baruch wrote at the peh of Yirmeyah, saying,

28 Shuv (turn) and take thee again another megilah, and write on it all the Devarim
HaRishonim (former words) that were in the Megilah HaRishonah, which Y'hoyakim
Melech Yehudah hath burned.

29 And thou shalt say to Y'hoyakim Melech Yehudah, Thus saith HASHEM: Thou hast
burned this megilah, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, Melech Bavel shall
certainly come and destroy HaAretz Hazot, and shall cause to cease from it adam and
behemah?

* 36:17 Jeremiahʼs dictation † 36:22 Kislev
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30 Therefore thus saith HASHEM of Y'hoyakim Melech Yehudah: He shall have none to
sit upon the kisse Dovid; and his nevelah (dead body) shall be cast out in the chorev (heat,
drought) of the yom, and in the kerakh (ice, frost) of the lailah.

31 And I will visit him [for punishment] and his zera and his avadim for their avon;
and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, and upon the Ish
Yehudah, all the ra'ah (disaster, evil) that I have pronounced against them; yet they did not
pay heed.

32 Then took Yirmeyah another megilah, and gave it to Baruch Ben Neriyah, HaSofer,
who wrote therein from the peh of Yirmeyah all the Divrei HaSefer which Y'hoyakim
Melech Yehudah had burned in eish; and there were added besides unto them many
similar Devarim.

37
1 And Melech Tzidkiyah Ben Yoshiyah reigned instead of Konyahu* Ben Y'hoyakim,

whomNevukhadretzar Melech Bavel put on the throne in Eretz Yehudah.
2 But neither he, nor his avadim, nor the Am HaAretz, did pay heed unto the Divrei

HASHEM, which He spoke by Yirmeyah HaNavi.
3 And HaMelech Tzidkiyah sent Yehukhal Ben Shelemyah and Tzephanyah Ben

Ma'aseiyah the Kohen to Yirmeyah HaNavi, saying, Hitpalel na (pray now) unto HASHEM
Eloheinu for us.

4Now Yirmeyah came in andwent out among HaAm; for they had not put him into bais
hakeleh (prison).

5 Then the army of Pharaoh was come forth out of Mitzrayim; and when the Kasdim
(Chaldeans) thatbesiegedYerushalayimheardnewsof them, theywithdrewfromYerusha-
layim.

6Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Yirmeyah HaNavi saying,
7 Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel; Thus shall ye say to Melech Yehudah, that sent you

untoMe to enquire ofMe; Hinei, the army of Pharaoh, which is come forth l'ezrah (to help,
support) you, shall return to Mitzrayim into their own land.

8And the Kasdim (Chaldeans) shall return, and fight against HaIr hazot (this City),† and
capture it, and burn it downwith eish.

9 Thus saith HASHEM; Deceive not nafshoteichem, saying, The Kasdim (Chaldeans) shall
surely depart from us; for they shall not depart.

10 For though ye had struck down kol chayil Kasdim (the whole army of the Chaldeans)
thatfight against you, and there remainedbut anashimmedukarim (woundedmen)among
them, yet should they rise up every ish in his ohel, and with eish burn downHaIr hazot.

11 And it came to pass, that when the army of the Kasdim (Chaldeans) was withdrawn
from Yerushalayim because of the army of Pharaoh,

12 Then Yirmeyah went forth out of Yerushalayim to go into the Eretz Binyamin, to get
[his] chelek from there among HaAm.

13 And when he was in the Sha'ar Binyamin, a ba'al pekidut (captain of the guard) was
there, shmo Yiriyah Ben Shelemyah Ben Chananyah; and he arrested Yirmeyah HaNavi,
saying, Thou fallest away as a deserter to the Kasdim (Chaldeans).

14 Then said Yirmeyah, Sheker; I fall not away as a deserter to the Kasdim (Chaldeans).
But he paid heed not to him; so Yiriyah arrested Yirmeyah, and brought him to the sarim.

15 Therefore the sarim were enraged with Yirmeyah, and had him beaten, and put him
in house arrest in the Bais Yehonatan the Sofer; for they had made that the bais hakeleh
(prison).

16When Yirmeyah was entered into the bais habor (dungeon), and into the cells, and
Yirmeyah had remained there yamim rabbim;

17 Then HaMelech Tzidkiyah sent, and brought him out; and HaMelech asked him
baseter (secretly) inhisBais (Palace), andsaid, Is thereDevar fromHASHEM? AndYirmeyah
said, There is; for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the yadMelech Bavel.

18 Moreover Yirmeyah said unto HaMelech Tzidkiyah, What have I offended against
thee, or against thy avadim, or against AmHazeh, that ye have put me in bais hakeleh?

19Where are now your nevi'im which prophesied unto you, saying, Melech Bavel shall
not come against you, nor against HaAretz hazot?

20 Therefore hear now, O adoni HaMelech; let now my techinnah be accepted before
thee; that thou causeme not to return to the Bais Yehonatan HaSofer, lest I die there.

21 Then HaMelech Tzidkiyah commanded that they should commit Yirmeyah into the
Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard, and that they should give him daily kikar lechem (loaf of

* 37:1 Yehoyakin † 37:8 i.e., Jerusalem
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bread) out of the street of ha'ofim (the bakers), until all the lechem in the Ir was gone. Thus
Yirmeyah remained in the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard.

38
1 Then Shephatyah Ben Mattan, and Gedalyahu Ben Pashchur, and Yukhal Ben Shele-

myah, and Pashchur Ben Malkiyah, heard the Devarim that Yirmeyah had spoken unto
kol HaAm, saying,

2Thus saith HASHEM, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the cherev, by the ra'av,
and by the dever; but he that goeth forth to the Kasdim (Chaldeans) shall live; for he shall
have his nefesh for plunder, and shall live.

3 Thus saith HASHEM, This city shall surely be given into the yad of the army of Melech
Bavel, which shall capture it.

4 Therefore the sarim said unto HaMelech, Let now this ish be put to death; for thus he
weakeneth the hands of the anshei hamilchamah that are left in this city, and the hands of
all the people, in speaking such devarim unto them; for this ish seeketh not the shalom of
this people, but the hurt.

5Then Tzidkiyah HaMelech said, Hinei, he is in your yad (hand, power); for HaMelech is
not he that can do anything against you.

6Then took they Yirmeyah, and cast him into the bor (pit, dungeon, cistern) of Malkiyah
Ben Hammelech, that was in the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard; and they lowered
Yirmeyah with ropes. And in the bor (pit) there was no mayim, but mud; so Yirmeyah
sank in themud.

7 Now when Eved-melech HaCushi (the Ethiopian), an ish saris (official) in the Bais
HaMelech, heard that they had put Yirmeyah in the bor; HaMelech was then sitting in the
Sha'ar Binyamin;

8Eved-melech went forth out of the Bais HaMelech, and spoke to HaMelech saying,
9AdoniHaMelech, these anashimhavedone ra'ah in all that theyhavedone to Yirmeyah

HaNavi, whom they have cast into the bor; and he is likely to die from hunger in the place
where he is; for there is nomore lechem in the Ir.

10ThenHaMelech commanded Eved-melech HaCushi (the Ethiopian), saying, Take from
here shloshim anashim with thee, and lift up Yirmeyah HaNavi out of the bor (dungeon),
before he dies.

11 So Eved-melech took the anashim with him, and went into the Bais HaMelech under
the Otzar (Treasury), and took from there old rags and old worn out clothes, and let them
down by ropes into the bor to Yirmeyah.

12And Eved-melech HaCushi said unto Yirmeyah, Put now these old rags and worn out
clothes under thine armpits under the ropes. And Yirmeyah did so.

13So they drew up Yirmeyahwith ropes, and lifted him up out of the bor; and Yirmeyah
remained in the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard.

14 Then Tzidkiyah HaMelech sent, and took Yirmeyah HaNavi unto him into the third
entrance that is in the Bais HASHEM; and HaMelech said unto Yirmeyah, I will ask thee a
thing; hide nothing fromme.

15 Then Yirmeyah said unto Tzidkiyah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put
me to death? And if I give thee etzah, wilt thou not refuse to pay heed untome?

16 So Tzidkiyah HaMelech swore secretly unto Yirmeyah, saying, As HASHEM liveth, that
made our very nefesh, I will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the yad of
these anashim that seek thy nefesh.

17Then said Yirmeyah unto Tzidkiyah, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel:
If thouwilt assuredly surrender unto the sarim ofMelech Bavel, then thy nefesh shall live,
and this city shall not be burned downwith eish; and thou shalt live, and thine Bais;

18 But if thou wilt not surrender unto the sarim of Melech Bavel, then shall this city be
given into the yad of the Kasdim, and they shall burn it downwith eish, and thou shalt not
escape out of their yad.

19 And Tzidkiyah HaMelech said unto Yirmeyah, I am afraid of the Yehudim that are
fallen as defectors to the Kasdim (Chaldeans), lest they deliver me into their yad, and they
abuseme.

20But Yirmeyah said, They shall not deliver thee. Now obey the voice of HASHEM, which
I speak unto thee; so it shall be well unto thee, and thy nefesh shall live.

21But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the davar that HASHEM hath showedme:
22 And, hinei, all the nashim that are left in the Bais Melech Yehudah shall be brought

forth to the sarim of Melech Bavel, and those nashim shall say,
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Thy close friends misled thee,
and have prevailed against thee:
thy feet are sunk in themud,
and they desert thee.

23 So they shall surrender all thy nashim and thy banim to the Kasdim (Chaldeans); and
thou shalt not escape out of their yad, but shalt be captured by the yad Melech Bavel; and
thou shalt cause this city to be burned downwith eish.

24Then said Tzidkiyah unto Yirmeyah, Let no ish know of these devarim, and thou shalt
not die.

25 But if the sarim hear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say
unto thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto HaMelech, hide it not from us,
and wewill not put thee to death; also what HaMelech said unto thee;

26 Then thou shalt say unto them, I presented my techinnah (supplication) before
HaMelech, that he would not causeme to return to Bais Yehonatan, to die there.

27 Then came all the sarim unto Yirmeyah, and questioned him; and he told them
according to all these devarim that HaMelech had commanded. So they left off speaking
with him; for thematter had not been overheard.

28 So Yirmeyah abode in the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard until the day that
Yerushalayimwas captured; and he was there when Yerushalayimwas taken.

39
1 In theninthyearof TzidkiyahMelechYehudah, in the tenthmonth, cameNevukhadret-

zar Melech Bavel and all his army against Yerushalayim, and they besieged her.
2And in the eleventh year of Tzidkiyah, in the fourthmonth, theninth yomof themonth,

the wall was broken through.
3And all the sarim (princes) of Melech Bavel came in, and sat in the Middle Gate, even

Nergal Sar-Etzer, Samgar-Nevo, Sar-Sechim, Rav Saris, Nergal Sar-Etzer, Rav-Mag, with all
the remaining of the sarim of Melech Bavel.

4And it came to pass, thatwhen TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah saw them, and all the anshei
hamilchamah, then they fled, and went forth out of the Ir by lailah, by the derech of the
Gan HaMelech, by the sha'ar between the twowalls; and he headed toward the Aravah.

5But the armyof theKasdimpursued after them, andovertookTzidkiyah in the plains of
Yericho; andwhen theyhadcapturedhim, theybroughthimup toNevukhadretzarMelech
Bavel to Rivlah in Eretz Chamat, where he pronouncedmishpatim upon him.

6 Then Melech Bavel slaughtered the Bnei Tzidkiyah in Rivlah before his eyes; also
Melech Bavel slaughtered all the nobles of Yehudah.

7Moreover he put out Tzidkiyahʼs eyes, and boundhimwith bronze chains, to carry him
to Babylon.

8And the Kasdim burned the Bais HaMelech, and the bais haAm, with eish, and broke
down the chomot Yerushalayim.

9 Then Nevuzaradan the captain of the imperial guard carried away into the Golus of
Babylon the remnant of the people that remained in the city, and those that defected, that
went over to him, with the rest of the people that remained.

10ButNevuzaradan the captainof the imperial guard left of thepoorof thepeople,which
had nothing, in Eretz Yehudah, and gave them kramim (vineyards) and fields at the same
time.

11 Now Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel gave charge concerning Yirmeyah to Ne-
vuzaradan the captain of the imperial guard, saying,

12Take him, and lookwell to him, and do him no harm; but do unto him even as he shall
say unto thee.

13 So Nevuzaradan the captain of the imperial guard sent, and Nevushazban, Rav-Saris,
and Nergal Sar-Etzer, Rav-Mag, and all the officers of Melech Bavel;

14 Even they sent, and took Yirmeyah out of the Khatzer (courtyard) of the Guard, and
committed him unto Gedalyahu ben Achikam ben Shaphan, that he should carry him
home; so he remained and dwelt among the people.

15Now the Devar HASHEM came unto Yirmeyah, while he was confined in the Khatzer
(court) of the Guard, saying,

16Go and tell Eved-Melech the Ethiopian (the one fromCush), saying, Thus saith HASHEM
Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Hineni, I ambringingMywords upon this city for ra'ah, and not for
tovah; and they shall be accomplished in yom hahu before thee.



YIRMEYAH 39:17 871 YIRMEYAH 41:1

17But I will deliver thee in yomhahu, saith HASHEM; and thou shalt not be given into the
yad of the anashim of whom thou art afraid.

18For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the cherev, but thy nefesh shall
be unto thee for plunder; because thou hast put thy trust in Me, saith HASHEM.

40
1The Davar that came to Yirmeyah fromHASHEM, after Nevuzaradan the captain of the

imperial guard had released him from Ramah, when he had found him bound in chains
among all of Yerushalayim and Yehudah of the Golus, which were being carried away
captive unto Babylon.

2 And the captain of the imperial guard took Yirmeyah, and said unto him, HASHEM
Eloheicha hath pronounced this ra'ah upon this place.

3Now HASHEM hath brought it about, and done according as He hath said; because ye
have sinned against HASHEM, have not obeyed His voice, so Davar Hazeh is come upon
you.

4And now, hinei, I loose thee this yom from the chains which were upon thine yad. If
it seem good in thy eyes to come with me into Babylon, come; and I will look well unto
thee; but if it seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, forbear; hinei, kol ha'aretz
is before thee: where it seemeth tov and yashar there for thee to go, go there.

5Now if you remain, he said, Gobackalso toGedalyahbenAchikambenShaphan,whom
Melech Bavel hath made governor over the cities of Yehudah, and dwell with him among
the people; or go wheresoever it seemeth yashar unto thee to go. So the captain of the
imperial guard gave him provision [of food] and a present, and let him go.

6 Then went Yirmeyah unto Gedalyah ben Achikam to Mitzpah; and dwelt with him
among the people that were left in ha'aretz.

7Now when all the officers of the forces which were in the fields, even they and their
anashim,heard thatMelechBavelhadmadeGedalyahubenAchikamgovernor in the land,
and had committed unto him anashim, and nashim, and children, and of the poor of the
land, of them that were not carried away captive to the Golus of Babylon;

8 Then they came to Gedalyah to Mitzpah, even Yishmael ben Netanyah, and Yochanan
and Yonatan the Bnei Kareach, and Serayah ben Tanchumet, and the Bnei Ephai the
Netophati, and Yezanyah ben HaMa'akhati, they and their anashim.

9 And Gedalyahu ben Achikam ben Shaphan swore an oath unto them and to their
anashim, saying, Fear not to serve the Kasdim (Chaldeans); dwell in the land, and serve
Melech Bavel, and it shall be well with you.

10As for me, hineni, I will dwell at Mitzpah, to serve the Kasdim (Chaldeans), which will
comeuntous; but ye, gather yeyayin, andkayitz (summer fruit), and shemen, andput them
in your vessels, and dwell in your towns that ye took over.

11 Likewise when kol HaYehudim that were in Moav, and among the Bnei Ammon,
and in Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that Melech Bavel had left a
she'erit (remnant) of Yehudah, and that he had set over themGedalyahu ben Achikamben
Shaphan,

12Then kol HaYehudim returned out of all placeswhither theywere driven, and came to
Eretz Yehudah, to Gedalyahu, unto Mitzpah, and gathered yayin and kayitz verymuch.

13Moreover Yochanan ben Kareach, and all the officers of the forces that were in the
fields, came to Gedalyahu to Mitzpah,

14 And said unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Ba'alis Melech Bnei Ammon hath
sent Yishmael ben Netanyah to slay thee? But Gedalyahu ben Achikam believed them not.

15Then Yochanan ben Kareach spoke to Gedalyahu inMitzpah baseter (secretly) saying,
Let me go, and I will slay Yishmael ben Netanyah, and no man shall know it. Why should
he slay thee, that all the Yehudim which are gathered unto thee should be scattered, and
the she'erit in Yehudah perish?

16But Gedalyahu ben Achikam said unto Yochanan ben Kareach, Thou shalt not do this
thing; for thou speakest sheker of Yishmael.

41
1Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Yishmael ben Netanyah ben Elishama,

who was zera hameluchah, and the officers of HaMelech, even ten anashim with him,
came unto Gedalyahu ben Achikam to Mitzpah; and there they did eat lechem together
in Mitzpah.
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2 Then arose Yishmael ben Netanyah, and the ten anashim that were with him, and
struck downGedalyahubenAchikamben Shaphanwith the cherev, and killed him,whom
Melech Bavel hadmade governor over ha'aretz.

3 Yishmael also killed kol haYehudim that were with him, even with Gedalyahu, at
Mitzpah, and the Kasdim (Chaldeans) thatwere found there, and the anshei hamilchamah
(men of war).

4 It came to pass on the second day after he had slain Gedalyahu and noman knew it,
5That there came certain men from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Shomron, even 80

men, their beards shaven, their clothes torn, having cut themselves, with minchah and
incense in their hand, to bring them to the Beis HASHEM.

6And Yishmael ben Netanyahwent forth fromMitzpah tomeet them, weeping all along
as hewent; and it came to pass, as hemet them, he said unto them, Come toGedalyahu ben
Achikam.

7 And it was so, when they came into the midst of the Ir, that Yishmael ben Netanyah
slaughtered them, and cast them into the midst of the cistern, he, and the anashim that
were with him.

8But ten anashim were found among them that said unto Yishmael, Slay us not, for we
have hidden in the sadeh, chittim, se'orim, shemen, devash. So he forbore, killed themnot
among the others.

9Now the cisternwherein Yishmael had cast all the pigrei ha'anashim (deadbodies of the
men), whomhehad slainbecause ofGedalyahu,was the samecisternwhichAsaHaMelech
hadmade for defense against Ba'ashaMelech Yisroel: and Yishmael benNetanyah filled it
with them that were slain.

10ThenYishmael carried away captive all the she'erit of the people thatwere inMitzpah,
even the banot hamelech, and kol HaAm that remained in Mitzpah, whom Nevuzaradan
the captainof the imperial guardhadcommitted toGedalyahubenAchikam; andYishmael
ben Netanyah carried them away captive, and departed to go over to the Bnei Ammon.

11When Yochanan ben Kareach with all the officers of the forces that were with him,
heard of all the evil Yishmael ben Netanyah had done,

12 Then they took kol ha'anashim, and went to fight with Yishmael ben Netanyah, and
found him by themayim rabbim that are in Giv'on.

13Now it came to pass, that when kol haAm which were with Yishmael saw Yochanan
ben Kareach, and all the officers of the forces that were with him, then they were glad.

14 So kol haAm that Yishmael had carried away captive fromMitzpah turned and went
over to Yochanan ben Kareach.

15 But Yishmael ben Netanyah escaped from Yochanan with eight anashim, and went
over to the Bnei Ammon.

16Then took Yochanan benKareach, and all the officers of the forces thatwerewith him,
all the she'erit haAmwhomhehad recovered fromYishmael benNetanyah, fromMitzpah,
after that hehad slainGedalyahbenAchikam, evengevarimanshei hamilchamah, and the
nashim, and the children, and the sarisim, whom he had brought from Giv'on;

17 And they departed, and dwelt in the Gerut Kimham, which is near Beit-Lechem,
intending to go to Mitzrayim,

18 Because of the Kasdim (Chaldeans); for they were afraid of them, because Yishmael
ben Netanyah had slain Gedalyahu ben Achikam, whomMelech Bavel made governor in
ha'aretz.

42
1 Then all the army officers, and Yochanan Ben Kareach, and Yezanyah Ben Hoshayah,

and kol HaAm from the katon even unto the gadol, came near,
2And said unto YirmeyahHaNavi, Let, now, techinnatenu (our supplication) be accepted

before thee, and pray on our behalf unto HASHEM Eloheicha, even on behalf of all this
she'erit (remnant)— for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes canst see—

3ThatHASHEMEloheichamay showus thederechwhereinwe shouldwalk, and the thing
that we should do.

4 Then Yirmeyah HaNavi said unto them, I have heard you; hineni, I will pray unto
HASHEMEloheichemaccording to your devarim; and it shall come to pass, thatwhatsoever
thing HASHEM shall answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from
you.

5Then they said toYirmeyah,HASHEMbeanedemesv'ne'eman (trueand faithfulwitness)
against us, if we do not act even according to all things for the which HASHEM Eloheicha
shall send thee to us.
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6Whether it be tov, or whether it be rah, we will obey the voice of HASHEM Eloheinu,
to Whom we send thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of HASHEM
Eloheinu.

7 And it came to pass after aseret yamim (ten days), that the Devar HASHEM came unto
Yirmeyah.

8Then he called Yochanan Ben Kareach, and all the army officers which were with him,
and kol HaAm from the katon even to the gadol,

9 And said unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, unto Whom ye sent me to
present your techinnah before Him;

10 If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you up, and not pull you down, and
I will plant you, and not uproot you; for I relent Me of the ra'ah that I have brought upon
you.

11 Be not afraid of Melech Bavel, of whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, saith
HASHEM; for I amwith you to save you, and to deliver you from his yad.

12And Iwill showrachamimuntoyou, thathewill have compassionuponyou, andcause
you to return to your own land.

13But if ye say,Wewillnotdwell in this land, disobeying thevoiceofHASHEMEloheichem,
14Saying, No; butwewill go into EretzMitzrayim,wherewe shall see nomilchamah, nor

hear the sound of the shofar, nor have hunger for lechem; and there will we dwell;
15And now therefore hear the Devar HASHEM, ye She'erit Yehudah (Remnant of Judah).

Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: If ye wholly set your faces to go to Mitzrayim,
and go to sojourn there, 1

16 Then it shall come to pass, that the cherev, which ye feared, shall overtake you there
in Eretz Mitzrayim, and the ra'av (famine), whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after
you there inMitzrayim; and there ye shall die. 0

17 So shall it be with all the anashim that set their faces to go into Mitzrayim to sojourn
there; they shall die by the cherev, by the ra'av (famine), and by the dever; and none of
them shall remain or escape from the ra'ah (disaster) that I will bring upon them.

18For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: As Mine anger andMywrath hath been
poured forth upon the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, so shall My wrath be poured forth
upon you, when ye shall enter intoMitzrayim; and ye shall be an oath, and a horror, and a
kelalah (curse), and a cherpah; and ye shall see this makom nomore.

19HASHEM hath said concerning you, O ye she'erit Yehudah; Go ye not into Mitzrayim;
know certainly that I have warned you, this day.

20 For ye acted deceitfully, erring in your nafshot, when ye sent me unto HASHEM
Eloheichem, saying, Pray onourbehalf untoHASHEMEloheinu; andaccordingunto all that
HASHEM Eloheinu shall say, so declare unto us, and wewill do it.

21Andnow Ihave this daydeclared it to you; but ye havenot obeyed the voice ofHASHEM
Eloheichem, nor anything for the which He hath sent me unto you.

22Now therefore knowcertainly that ye shall die by the cherev, by the ra'av (famine), and
by the dever, in themakomwhere ye desire to go and to sojourn.

43
1And it came to pass, that when Yirmeyah hadmade an end of speaking unto kol haAm

all thedivreiHASHEMEloheihem, forwhichHASHEMEloheihemhad senthim to them, even
all these words,

2 Then spoke Azaryah ben Hoshayah, Yochanan ben Kareach, and all the anashim ha-
zedim, saying unto Yirmeyah, Thou speakest sheker; HASHEM Eloheinu hath not sent thee
to say, Go not into Mitzrayim to sojourn there;

3ButBaruchbenNeriyah inciteth theeagainstus, for todeliverus into theyadhaKasdim,
that theymight put us to death, and carry us away into the Golus of Babylon.

4 So Yochanan ben Kareach, and all the officers of the forces, and kol haAm, obeyed not
the voice of HASHEM, to dwell in Eretz Yehudah.

5 But Yochanan ben Kareach, and all the officers of the forces, took all the she'erit
Yehudah, that were returned from kol haGoyim, where they had been driven there, to
dwell in Eretz Yehudah;

6 Even men, and women, and children, and the banot hamelech, and every nefesh that
Nevuzaradan, the captainof the imperial guard, had leftwithGedalyahubenAchikamben
Shaphan, and Yirmeyah HaNavi, and Baruch ben Neriyah.

7So they came into EretzMitzrayim; for they obeyed not the voice of HASHEM; thus came
they even as far as Tachpanches.

8Then came the Devar HASHEM unto Yirmeyah in Tachpanches, saying,
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9 Take avanim gedolim in thine yad, and bury them in the clay in the brick pavement,
which is at the entrance of the bais Pharaoh in Tachpanches, before the eyes of the anshei
Yehudah;

10And say unto them, Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Hineni, I will send and
take Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel, avdi (my servant), and will set his throne upon these
avanim that I have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them.

11Andwhenhecometh, he shall smiteEretzMitzrayim, anddeliver suchasare formot to
mot; and such as are for captivity to captivity; and such as are for the cherev to the cherev.

12And I will kindle an eish in the batim (houses) of the g-ds of Mitzrayim; and he shall
burn them, and carry themaway captive; and he shall wrap himselfwith EretzMitzrayim,
as a ro'eh putteth on his garment; and he shall go forth from there in shalom.

13He shall demolish also thematzevot Beit-Shemesh, that is in Eretz Mitzrayim; and the
batim (houses) of the g-ds of the Egyptians shall he burn with eish.

44
1 The davar that came to Yirmeyah concerning all the Yehudim which dwell in Eretz

Mitzrayim, which dwell at Migdol, and at Tachpanches, and at Noph, and in the country
of Patros, saying,

2Thus saithHASHEMTzva'os Elohei Yisroel; Ye have seen all the ra'ah that I have brought
upon Yerushalayim, and upon all the towns of Yehudah; and, behold, this day they are a
ruin, and no one dwelleth therein,

3Because of their ra'ah (evil)which they have committed to provokeMe to anger, in that
theywent toburnketoret, and to serveelohimacherim,whomtheyknewnot, neither they,
ye, nor avoteichem.

4 Howbeit I sent unto you all My avadim the Nevi'im, rising early and sending them,
saying, Oh, do not this to'evah (abominable thing) that I hate.

5But they paid heed not, nor inclined their ozen to turn from their ra'ah (wickedness), to
burn no ketoret unto elohim acherim.

6Wherefore My wrath andMine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in the towns
of Yehudah and in the streets of Yerushalayim; and they are become a desolate ruin, as at
this day.

7 Therefore now thus saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Why commit ye this
ra'ah gedolah against your nefashot, to cut off fromyou ish and isha, olel (child) and yonek
(infant), out of Yehudah, to leave you no she'erit (remnant);

8 In that ye provoke Me unto wrath with the works of your hands, burning ketoret unto
elohimacherim inEretzMitzrayim,whereyebegone todwell, that yemight cutyourselves
off, and that yemight be a kelalah (curse) and a cherpah (reproach) among kol HaGoyim of
ha'aretz?

9Have ye forgotten the ra'ot (wickednesses) of avoteichem, and the ra'ot of themelachim
of Yehudah, and the ra'ot of their nashim, and your own ra'ot, and the ra'ot of your nashim,
which they have committed in Eretz Yehudah, and in the streets of Yerushalayim?

10 They are not contrite even unto this day, neither have they feared, nor walked in My
torah, nor inMy chukkot, that I set before you and before avoteichem.

11Therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel: Hineni, I will set My face against
you for ra'ah, and to cut off kol Yehudah.

12 And I will take the she'erit (remnant) of Yehudah, that have set their faces to go
into Eretz Mitzrayim to sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed, and fall in Eretz
Mitzrayim; they shall even be consumedby the cherev and by the ra'av (famine); they shall
die, from the katon even unto the gadol, by the cherev and by the ra'av; and they shall be
an object of cursing, and a horror, and a kelalah, and a cherpah.

13 For I will punish them that dwell in Eretz Mitzrayim, just as I have punished
Yerushalayim, by the cherev, by the ra'av, and by the dever;

14So that none of the she'erit (remnant) of Yehudah,which are gone into EretzMitzrayim
to sojourn there, shall escape or survive, that they should return into Eretz Yehudah, to the
which they lift up [in desire] their nefesh to return to dwell there; for none shall return but
such as shall escape.

15Then all the anashim which knew that their nashim had burned ketoret unto elohim
acherim, and all the nashim that stood by, a kahal gadol (great multitude), even kol HaAm
that dwelt in Eretz Mitzrayim, in Patros, answered Yirmeyah, saying,

16As for the davar that thou hast spoken unto us b'Shem HASHEM, we will not pay heed
unto thee.
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17But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth out of our ownmouth, to burn
ketoret unto the Malkat HaShomayim (the Queen of Heaven), and to pour out nesakhim
(drink offerings) unto her, as we have done, we, and Avoteinu, our Melachim, and our
Sarim, in the towns of Yehudah, and in the streets of Yerushalayim; for thenwe had plenty
of lechem, and were tovim (well off), and saw no ra'ah.

18 But since we left off burning ketoret to the Malkat HaShomayim, and to pour out
nesakhim unto her, we have lacked all things, and have been consumed by the cherev and
by the ra'av.

19And when we burned ketoret to the Malkat HaShomayim, and poured out nesakhim
untoher, didwemake for her inher image cakes, andpour out nesakhimuntoher,without
our anashim?

20 Then Yirmeyah said unto kol HaAm, to the gevarim, and to the nashim, and to kol
HaAmwhich had given him that answer, saying,

21Theketoret that yeburned in the townsofYehudah, and in the streets of Yerushalayim,
ye, and avoteichem, yourmelachim, and your sarim, and the amha'aretz, did not HASHEM
remember them, and came it not into His mind?

22 So that HASHEM could no longer bear, because of the wickedness of your doings, and
because of the to'evot (abominations) which ye have committed; therefore is your land a
desolation, and a ruin, and a kelalah, without an inhabitant, as at this day.

23 Because ye have burned ketoret, and because ye have sinned against HASHEM, and
have not obeyed the voice of HASHEM, nor walked in His torah, nor in His chukkot, nor in
His edot; therefore this ra'ah has happened unto you, as at this day.

24 Moreover Yirmeyah said unto kol HaAm, and to all the nashim, Hear the Devar
HASHEM, all Yehudah that are in the Eretz Mitzrayim,

25 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, saying: Ye and your nashim have both
spoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with your yad, saying, We will surely perform
nedareinu (our vows) that we have vowed, to burn ketoret to the Malkat HaShomayim,
and to pour out nesakhim unto her; ye will surely accomplish your nedarim (vows), and
surely perform your nedarim.

26 Therefore hear ye the Devar HASHEM, all Yehudah that dwell in Eretz Mitzrayim:
Hineni, I have sworn biShmi HaGadol (by My great Name), saith HASHEM, that Shmi shall
nomore be named in themouth of any Ish Yehudah in all EretzMitzrayim, saying, Adonoi
HASHEM liveth.

27Hineni, I will watch over them for ra'ah, and not for tovah; and Kol Ish Yehudah that
are in EretzMitzrayim shall be consumed by the cherev and by ra'av, until there be an end
of them. 1

28 Yet a small number that escape the cherev shall return out of Eretz Mitzrayim into
Eretz Yehudah, and all the she'erit (remnant) Yehudah, that are gone into Eretz Mitzrayim
to sojourn there, shall knowwhose davar shall stand, Mine, or theirs.

29 And this shall be the ot (sign) unto you, saith HASHEM, that I will punish you in this
makom, that ye may know that My Davar shall surely stand against you for ra'ah:

30 Thus saith HASHEM; Hineni, I will give Pharaoh Chophra Melech Mitzrayim into the
yad of his oyevim, and into the yad of them that seek his nefesh; just as I gave Tzidkiyah
Melech Yehudah into the yad of Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel, his oyev, and that sought
his nefesh (life).

45
1TheDavar that YirmeyahHaNavi spokeuntoBaruchbenNeriyah,whenhehadwritten

these words in a sefer at the mouth of Yirmeyah, in the fourth year of Y'hoyakim ben
YoshiyahMelech Yehudah, saying:

2Thus saith HASHEM, Elohei Yisroel, unto thee, O Baruch:
3 Thou didst say, Oy to me now! For HASHEM hath added sorrow to my machovim

(sorrows); I amworn out inmy groaning, and I find nomenuchah.
4 Thus shalt thou say unto him, HASHEM saith thus: Hinei, that which I have built will I

tear down, and that which I have planted I will uproot, even this kol haAretz.
5 And seekest thou gedolot (great things) for thyself? Seek them not; for, hineni, I will

bring ra'ah upon kol basar, saith HASHEM; but thy nefesh will I give unto thee for plunder
in kol mekomot (all places)whither thou goest.

46
1The Davar HASHEMwhich came to Yirmeyah HaNavi against the Goyim;
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2Against Mitzrayim, against the army of Pharaoh Nekho Melech Mitzrayim, which was
by the river Euphrates in Karkemish (Carchemish), which Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel
defeated in the fourth year of Y'hoyakim Ben YoshiyahMelech Yehudah:
3Order ye themogen and tzinnah (large shield),
and draw near to milchamah.
4Harness the susim;
and get up, ye parashim (horsemen),
and stand forth with your helmets;
polish the spears,
and put on the armor.
5What do I see? They are filled with terror and retreat!
And their gibborim are beaten down,
and are fled speedily, and look not back;
for fear was all around,

saith HASHEM.
6Let not the swift flee away,
nor the gibbor escape;
they shall stumble,
and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates.
7Who is this that riseth like the Nile,
whosemayim surge like the rivers?
8Mitzrayim riseth up like the Nile,
and his mayim surge like the rivers;
and he saith: I will go up,
and will cover eretz (earth);
I will destroy cities and the inhabitants thereof.
9Come up, ye susim;
and rage, ye chariots;
and let the Gibborim come forth;
Kush and Put, that handle themogen;
and the Ludim, that handle and bend the keshet.
10For this is the Yom Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os,
a day of vengeance,
that Hemay avenge Him on His adversaries;
and the cherev shall devour, and it shall be satiate
andmade drunk with their dahm;
for Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os hath a zevach
in eretz tzafon by the river Euphrates.
11Go up into Gil'ad, and take balm,
O Betulat Bat Mitzrayim;
in vain shalt thou usemany refu'ot (healing remedies, medicines);
for thou shalt not be healed.
12The Goyim have heard of thy shame,
and thy cry hath filled ha'aretz;
for the gibbor hath stumbled against the gibbor,
and they are fallen both together.

13 The Davar that HASHEM spoke to Yirmeyah HaNavi, how Nevukhadretzar Melech
Bavel would come and strike Eretz Mitzrayim:
14Declare ye inMitzrayim, and publish inMigdol,
and publish in Noph and in Tachpanches;
say ye: Stand fast, prepare thee;
for the cherev shall devour all around thee.
15Why are your valiant swept away?
They stood not,
because HASHEM did drive them away.
16Hemademany to stumble,
indeed, one fell upon another;
and they said: Arise,
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and let us go back to ammenu (our own people),
and to eretz moladteinu (land of our birth),
from the oppressing cherev.
17They did cry there:
PharaohMelechMitzrayim is but a noise;
he hath passed themo'ed (time appointed).

18As I live, saith HaMelech,
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo,
Surely as Tavor is among the harim,
and as Carmel by the yam, so shall he* come.
19O thou Bat dwelling inMitzrayim,
prepare thyself to go into Golus;
for Noph shall be waste
and desolate without an inhabitant.

20Mitzrayim is like a very fair eglah,
but a gadfly comes; it comes out of the tzafon.
21Also her mercenaries are in themidst of her
like young calves of the stall;
for they also are turned back,
and are fled away together;
they did not stand,
because the day of their calamity was come upon them,
and the time of their pekuddat.
22The noise thereof† shall go like a nachash;
for they [her enemies] shall march in force,
and come against her with axes,
as choppers of wood.
23They shall cut down her forest,

saith HASHEM,
though it cannot be searched out;
because they aremore in number than the arbeh (locust),
innumerable.
24The Bat Mitzrayim shall be ashamed;
she shall be delivered into the yad of the Am Tzafon (People of the North).

25HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel, saith; Hineni, I will punish Amon of No, and Pharaoh,
andMitzrayim,with their elohim, and theirmelachim; evenPharaoh, andall thebotechim
(ones trusting) in him;

26And I will deliver them into the yad of those that seek their nefesh, and into the yad
of NevukhadretzarMelech Bavel, and into the yad of his avadim; and afterward it shall be
inhabited, as in the yemei kedem (days of old), saith HASHEM.

27But fear not thou, O Avdi Ya'akov,
and be not dismayed, O Yisroel;
for, hineni, I will save thee from afar off,
and thy zera from the land of their captivity;
and Ya'akov shall return, and be in rest and securely at ease, and none shall make him

afraid.
28Fear thou not, O Ya'akov Avdi,

saith HASHEM;
for I amwith thee;
for I will make a full end of kol HaGoyim
where I have scattered thee;
but I will not make a full end of thee,
but correct thee withmishpat (justice);
yet will I not leave thee wholly unpunished.

* 46:18Nebuchadnezzar † 46:22 the sound of Egypt fleeing
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47
1 The Devar HASHEM that came to Yirmeyah HaNavi against the Pelishtim (Philistines),

before Pharaoh smote Azah (Gaza).
2Thus saith HASHEM: Hinei,
waters rise up out of the north,
and shall be an overflowing flood,
and shall overflow the land,
and all that is therein; the Ir,
and them that dwell therein; then the adam shall cry,
and all the inhabitants of the land shall wail.
3At the noise of the stamping of the hooves of his mighty steeds,
at the rushing of his chariots,
and at the rumbling of his wheels,
the avot shall not look back to their banim
for the limpness of their hands;
4Because of the YomHaBah
for destroying all the Pelishtim (Philistines),
and to cut off from Tzor and Tzidon
every helper that remaineth;
for HASHEMwill destroy the Pelishtim (Philistines),
the remnant of the coast of Caphtor.
5The shaved head has come upon Azah (Gaza);
Ashkelon is silenced.
Remnant of their valley,
how long wilt thou cut thyself?
6O thou cherev HASHEM,
how long will it be until thou be quiet?
Put up thyself into thy scabbard,
rest, and be still.
7How can it be quiet,
seeing HASHEM hath given it a charge
against Ashkelon, and against the sea coast?
There hath He appointed it.

48
1Against Moav thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel:

Hoy (woe, doom) unto Nevo! For it is made havoc;
Kiryatayim is shamed and captured;
Misgav is shamed and dismayed.
2There shall be nomore tehillah (praise) of Moav;
in Cheshbon they have plotted ra'ah against it;
come, and let us cut it off from being a nation.
Also thou shalt be silenced, OMadmein;
the cherev shall pursue thee.
3A voice of crying shall be from Choronayim,
havoc and shever gadol (great destruction).
4Moav is destroyed;
her little ones have caused a cry to be heard.
5For in the Ascent of Luchit
continual weeping shall go up;
for in the descent of Choronayim
the anguished ones have heard a cry of shever (destruction).
6Flee, save your nefesh,
and be like Aro'er in themidbar.
7For because thou hast trusted
in thyma'asim (works) and in thy otzarot,
thou shalt also be captured;
and Kemosh shall go forth into Golus
with his kohanim and his sarim together.
8And the destroyer shall come upon every city,
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and no city shall escape:
the emek (valley) also shall perish,
and the plain shall be shmad (destroyed),
as HASHEM hath spoken.

9Give wings unto Moav,
that it may flee and get away;
for the towns thereof shall be desolate,
without any to dwell therein.

10Cursed be he that doeth the work of HASHEM remiyyah (deceitfully), and cursed be he
that keepeth back his cherev from bloodshed.

11Moav hath been at ease from his youth,
and he hath settled on his wine dregs,
and hath not been emptied from keli (vessel) to keli,
neither hath he gone into Golus:
therefore his taste remained in him,
and his scent is not changed.

12But, hinei, the days come, saith HASHEM, that I will send unto him wine pourers, that
shall pour him out, and shall empty his kelim (vessels), and smash their jars.

13 And Moav shall be ashamed of Kemosh, just as Bais Yisroel was ashamed of Beit-El,
their confidence.

14How say ye: We are gibborim
and anshei chayil for themilchamah?
15Moav is destroyed,
and gone up out of her towns,
and his chosen bochurim are gone down to the slaughter,
saith HaMelech HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.
16The calamity of Moav is near at hand,
and his affliction hasteth fast.
17All ye that are around him, bemoan him;
and all ye that know shmo, say:
How is thematteh oz (strong staff) broken,
and the beautiful rod!

18Thou Bat that dost inhabit Divon,
come down from thy kavod, and sit on parched ground;
for the plunderer of Moav shall come upon thee,
and he shall destroy thy strongholds.
19O inhabitant of Aro'er,
stand by the derech, and watch;
ask him that fleeth, and her that escapeth,
and say: What has happened?
20Moav is shamed; for it is broken down:
wail and cry out; tell ye it in Arnon,
that Moav is destroyed.

21 And mishpat is come upon the plain; upon Cholon, and upon Yahtzah, and upon
Mepha'at,

22And upon Divon, and upon Nevo, and upon Beit-Divlatayim,
23And upon Kiryatayim, and upon Beit-Gamul, and upon Beit-Me'on,
24AnduponKeriyot, anduponBotzrah, anduponall the townsofEretzMoav, far ornear.
25The keren of Moav is cut off, and his zero'a is broken, saith HASHEM.
26 Make ye him drunken; for he magnified himself against HASHEM; Moav also shall

wallow in his vomit, and he also shall be in derision.
27Forwas not Yisroel a derision unto thee? Was he found among ganavim (thieves)? For

since thou spoke of him, thou dost scornful head wagging.

28O ye that dwell in Moav, leave the towns,
and dwell in the rock,
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and be like the yonah that maketh her nest
in the sides of the caveʼs mouth.
29We have heard the ga'onMoav,
(he is exceeding proud),
his highmindedness, and his conceit, and his ga'avah,
and the haughtiness of his lev.
30 I know his insolence,

saith HASHEM;
but it shall not be so;
his boasts havemade nothing right.
31Therefore will I wail for Moav,
and I will cry out for all Moav;
I shall moan for the anashim of Kir-Charesh.
32O gefen (vine) of Sivmah,
I will weep for thee with the weeping of Yazer;
thy branches are spread over the yam,
they reach even to the yam Yazer;
the plunderer is fallen upon
thy summer fruits and upon thy vintage.
33And simchah and gladness is taken
from the carmel, and from Eretz Moav,
and I have caused yayin to fail from the winepresses;
none shall tread with shouting;
their shouting shall not be [joyful] shouting.

34From the cry of Cheshbon even unto Elealeh, and even unto Yahatz, have they uttered
their voice, fromTzoar even unto Choronayim, as Eglat-Shelishiyah; for themayim also of
Nimrim shall be dried up.

35Moreover I will cause to cease in Moav, saith HASHEM, him that offereth in the high
places, and him that burneth ketoret to his elohim.

36 Therefore Mine lev shall wail for Moav like flutes, and Mine lev shall wail like flutes
for the anashim of Kir-Charesh; because the riches that he hath gotten are perished.

37 For every rosh shall be shaved, and every zakan (beard) cut: upon all the hands shall
be slashes, and upon the loins sackcloth.

38 There shall be lamentation generally upon all the gagot (roofs) of Moav, and in the
streets thereof; for I have brokenMoav like a keli (vessel)wherein is no chefets (pleasure)
saith HASHEM.

39 They shall wail, saying, How is it shattered! How hath Moav turned the back with
shame! So shall Moav be a laughingstock and a horror to all them about him.

40For thus saith HASHEM:
Hinei, one shall fly like the nesher,
and shall spread his wings over Moav.
41Keriyot is captured,
and the strongholds are taken,
and the lev gibborim inMoav at that day shall be as the lev isha in her birth pangs.
42AndMoav shall be destroyed from being a people,
because he hathmagnified himself against HASHEM.
43Pachad (fear), and the pakhat (pit), and the pach (snare),
shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moav,

saith HASHEM.
44He that fleeth from the pachad (terror)
shall fall into the pakhat (pit);
and he that getteth up out of the pakhat
shall be caught in the pach (snare);
for I will bring upon it, even uponMoav,
the shnat (year of) their pekuddah (visitation),

saith HASHEM.

45They that fled stood under the tzel (shadow)
of Cheshbonwithout ko'ach;
for an eish shall come forth out of Cheshbon,
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and a flame from themidst of Sichon,
and shall devour the forehead of Moav,
and the crown of the head of the bnei sha'on (sons of tumult).
46Oy be unto thee, OMoav!
The people of Kemosh perisheth;
for thy banim are taken captives,
and thy banot into captivity.
47Yet will I bring again the captives of Moav
in the acharit hayamim,

saith HASHEM.
Hinei, the mishpat Moav (judgment ofMoab).

49
1Concerning Bnei Ammon, thus saith HASHEM:

Hath Yisroel no banim?
Hath he no yoresh (heir)?
Why then dothMalcam (Molech) inherit Gad,
and his people dwell in his towns?
2Therefore, hinei, the days come,

saith HASHEM,
that I will cause an alarm of milchamah
to be heard in Rabbah of Bnei Ammon;
and it shall become a desolate tel (mound),
and her banot shall be burned with eish:
then shall Yisroel dispossess his dispossessors,

saith HASHEM.
3Wail, O Cheshbon, for Ai is plundered:
cry out, ye banot of Rabbah,
gird you with sackcloth;
lament, and rush to and fro inside the walls;
for Malcam (Molech) shall go into Golus,
and his kohanim and his sarim together.
4Why gloriest thou in the valleys,
thy flowing emek (valley), O Bat hashovevah (backsliding Daughter)?
That trusted in her otzarot, saying:
Who shall come untoMe?
5Hineni, I will bring a pachad (terror) upon thee,
saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os,
from all those that be around thee;
and ye shall be driven out, every ish before him;
and none shall gather up the fugitive.

6And afterward I will bring back the captivity of the Bnei Ammon, saith HASHEM.
7Concerning Edom, thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os;

Is chochmah nomore in Teman?
Is etzah perished from the prudent?
Is their chochmah vanished?
8Flee ye, turn back, dwell in the depths,
O inhabitants of Dedan;
for I will bring the calamity of Esav upon him,
the time that I will visit [to punish] him.
9 If grape gatherers come to thee,
would they not leave some grape gleanings?
If ganavim balailah (thieves by night),
they will destroy only till they have enough.
10But I have stripped Esav bare,
I have uncovered his hiding places,
and he shall not be able to hide himself;
his zera are plundered,
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and his brethren and his shchenim (neighbors),
and he is nomore.
11Leave thy yatomim (fatherless, orphans), I will preserve them alive;
and let thy almanot trust in Me.

12 For thus saith HASHEM: Hinei, they* whose mishpat was not to drink of the Kos have
assuredly drunken; and art thou he that shall altogether go unpunished? Thou shalt not
go unpunished, but thou shalt surely drink of it.

13 For I have sworn by Myself, saith HASHEM, that Botzrah shall become a desolation, a
cherpah, a reproach, and a kelalah; and all the towns thereof shall be perpetual ruins.
14 I have heard amessage fromHASHEM,
and an envoy is sent unto the Goyim, saying:
Gather ye together, and come against her,
and rise up to themilchamah.
15For, hinei, I will make thee katon among the Goyim,
and despised among adam.
16Thy fierceness hath deceived thee,
and the zadon (pride, malice) of thine lev,
O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock,
that holdest the height of the hill;
though thou shouldest make thy ken (nest) as high as the nesher,
I will bring thee down from there,

saith HASHEM.
17Also Edom shall be a horror; every one that goeth by it shall be appalled, and shall hiss

at all the makkot (wounds, blows) thereof.
18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Amora (Gomorrah) and the neighboring towns

thereof, saith HASHEM, no ish shall abide there, neither shall a ben adam dwell in it.
19Hinei, he shall come up like an aryeh from the thicket of the Yarden against the rich

pastureland; but I will suddenlymake him run away fromher; andwho is Bachur (Chosen
one), that I may appoint over her? Mi khamoni (who is likeMe)? Andwhowill arraignMe?
Andwho is that Ro'eh (shepherd) that will stand before Me?

20 Therefore hear the etzat HASHEM, that He hath planned against Edom; and His
purposes, that He hath purposed against the inhabitants of Teman; Surely the young ones
of the tzon shall drag them away; surely He shall make their habitation desolate because
of them.

21Ha'aretz shakes at the noise of their fall, at the cry the noise thereof was heard in Yam
Suf.

22Hinei, He shall come up and fly like the nesher, and spread His wings over Botzrah;
and in that day shall the lev of the Gibborim of Edom be as the lev of an isha in her birth
pangs.

23Concerning Damascus:

Chamat is shamed, and Arpad,
for they have heard bad news;
they are fainthearted;
there is anxiety on the yam (sea);
it cannot be quiet.
24Damascus has grown feeble, and turneth herself to flee,
and fear hath gripped her;
anguish and chavalim (pains) have taken her,
as a woman in travail.
25How is it that the Ir Tehillah is not deserted,
the town of My joy!
26Therefore her bochurim shall fall in her streets,
and all the anshei milchamah shall be destroyed in that day,

saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
27And I will kindle an eish in the chomat Damascus,
and it shall consume the fortresses of Ben-hadad.

* 49:12 i.e., the innocent
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28Concerning Kedar, and concerning themamlechot of Chatzor, which Nevukhadretzar
Melech Bavel shall strike:

Thus saith HASHEM:
Arise ye, go up to Kedar,
and plunder the Bnei Kedem.
29Their ohalim and their tzon shall they take away;
they shall carry off for themselves their tent curtains, and all their kelim (vessels),
their gemalim (camels);
and they shall cry unto them: Magor (terror, fear) is on every side.
30Flee, get you far off, dwell in the depths,
O ye inhabitants of Chatzor,

saith HASHEM;
for Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel hath plotted an etzah (plot, plan, counsel) against you,
and hath conceived a plan against you.

31Arise, get you up unto the nation which is at ease,
that dwelleth securely,

saith HASHEM,
which have neither gates nor bars,
which dwell alone.
32And their gemalim (camels) shall be for plunder,
and themultitude of their mikneh (herds) a plunder;
and I will scatter unto kol ruach (all winds)
them that cut off the [hair] corners;
and I will bring their calamity
from all sides thereof,

saith HASHEM.
33And Chatzor shall be ama'on (dwelling) for jackals,
and a desolation ad olam (forever);
there shall no ish abide there,
nor any ben adam dwell in it.

34 The Devar HASHEM that came to Yirmeyah HaNavi against Eilam in the beginning of
the reign of TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah, saying:

35Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os; Hineni: I will break the keshet (bow, power) of Eilam, the
mainstay of their might.

36 And upon Eilam will I bring the arba ruchot (four winds) from the four quarters of
Shomayim, and will scatter them toward all those ruchot; and there shall be no nation
where the outcasts of Eilam shall not go.

37 For I will cause Eilam to be dismayed before their oyevim, and before them that seek
their nefesh; and Iwill bring ra'ah upon them, evenMy charon af, saithHASHEM; and Iwill
send the cherev after them, till I have consumed them:

38 And I will set My Kisse in Eilam, and will destroy from there melech and the sarim,
saith HASHEM.

39Yet it shall come to pass in the acharit hayamim, that I will bring back the captives of
Eilam, saith HASHEM.

50
1 The Davar that HASHEM spoke against Bavel and against Eretz Kasdim (Chaldeans) by

Yirmeyah HaNavi:

2Declare ye among the Goyim, and publish,
and lift up a nes (banner);
publish, and conceal not;
say: Bavel is captured,
Bel is put to shame, Merodach is dismayed;
her atzabim (images) are shamed,
her gilulim (idols) are dismayed.

3 For out of the tzafon (north) there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make
her land a horror, and none shall dwell therein; they shall wander, they shall depart, both
adam and behemah.
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4 In those yamim, and in that time, saith HASHEM, the Bnei Yisroel shall go, they and the
Bnei Yehudah together, in tears weeping; they shall go, and seek HASHEM Eloheihem.

5They shall ask the derech to Tziyonwith their faces turned toward it, saying, Come, and
let us join ourselves to HASHEM in a Brit Olam that shall not be forgotten.

6Mypeople hath been tzon ovedot (lost sheep); their ro'im (shepherds)have caused them
to go astray, they have turned them away on the harim; they have wandered from har to
givah (hill), they have forgotten their resting place.

7 All that found them have devoured them; and their adversaries said, We offend not,
because they have sinned against HASHEM, the naveh tzedek, even HASHEM, the mikveh
Avoteihem.

8 Flee out of the midst of Bavel, and go forth out of the Eretz Kasdim (Chaldeans), and
leave as themale goats before the tzon.

9 For, hinei, I will stir up and cause to come up against Bavel a Kahal Goyim Gedolim
from eretz tzafon (land of the north); and they shall set themselves in array against her;
from there she shall be captured; their khitzim (arrows) shall be as of a gibbormaskil, one
that does not return empty-handed.

10AndKasdim (Chaldea) shall be aplunder: all that plunderher shall have their fill, saith
HASHEM.

11Because ye were glad, because ye rejoiced,
O ye pillagers of Mine nachalah,
because ye frisk about as the eglah (heifer) threshing grain,
and neigh like stallions;
12Your em shall be deeply ashamed;
she that bore you shall be disgraced;
hinei, the least of the Goyim shall be
amidbar, a dry land, and an aravah.
13Because of the wrath of HASHEM it shall not be inhabited,
but it shall be wholly desolate;
every one that passeth by Bavel shall be horrified,
and hiss at all her makkot.
14Put yourselves in array against Bavel all around;
all ye that bend the keshet,
shoot at her, spare no khetz (arrow);
for she hath sinned against HASHEM.
15 Shout against her all around;
she hath surrendered her yad;
her bulwarks are fallen,
her chomot (walls) are torn down;
for it is the vengeance of HASHEM;
take vengeance upon her;
just as she hath done, do unto her.
16Cut off the sower from Bavel,
and him that reapeth with themagal (sickle) in the time of katzir;
for fear of the oppressing cherev
they shall turn every ish to his people,
and they shall flee every ish to his own land.

17Yisroel is a seh pezurah (scattered sheep); the aryot (lions) have driven him away; first
Melech Ashur (King of Assyria) hath devoured him; and last this Nevukhadretzar Melech
Bavel hath broken his atzmot.

18Therefore thus saithHASHEMTzva'osEloheiYisroel: Hineni, Iwill punishMelechBavel
and his land, as I have punishedMelech Ashur.

19And Iwill bring Yisroel back to his naveh (habitation), and he shall feed onCarmel and
Bashan, and his nefesh shall be satisfied upon Har Ephrayim and Gil'ad.

20 In those yamim, and at that time, saith HASHEM, the avon Yisroel shall be searched for,
and there shall be none; and the chattot Yehudah, and they shall not be found; for I will
pardon themwhom I preserve as remnant.

21Go up against Eretz Meratayim, even against it,
and against the inhabitants of Pekod;
lay waste and utterly destroy after them,
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saith HASHEM,
and do according to all that I have commanded thee.
22A sound of milchamah is in ha'aretz,
and of shever gadol (great destruction).
23How is the patish (hammer)
of kol ha'aretz (the whole earth) shattered and broken!
How is Bavel become a desolation among the Goyim!
24 I have laid a trap for thee,
and thou art indeed caught, O Bavel,
and thou wast not aware;
thou art found, and also caught,
because thou hast striven against HASHEM.
25HASHEM hath opened His armory,
and hath brought forth the weapons of His indignation;
for this is the work of Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os
in Eretz Kasdim.
26Come against her from afar,
open her storehouses;
pile her up like heaps of grain, and destroy her utterly;
let nothing of her be she'erit (remnant).
27 Slay all her bulls;
let them go down latevach (to the slaughter);*
woe unto them! For their day is come,
the time of their visitation [for punishment].

28 The voice of them that flee and escape as fugitives out of Eretz Bavel, to declare in
Tziyon the vengeance of HASHEM Eloheinu, the vengeance of His Heikhal.

29Call together the archers against Bavel; all ye that bend the keshet, encamp against it
all around; let none thereof escape; repay her according to her work; according to all that
she hath done, do unto her; for she hath arrogantly defied HASHEM Kadosh Yisroel.

30Therefore shall her bochurim fall in the streets, and all her ansheimilchamah shall be
destroyed in that day, saith HASHEM.
31Hineni, I am against thee, O thou zadon (proud one),

saith Adonoi HASHEM Tzva'os;
for thy day is come,
the time that I will visit thee [for punishment].
32And the zadon shall stumble and fall,
and none shall raise him up;
and I will kindle an eish in his towns,
and it shall devour all around him.

33 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: The Bnei Yisroel and the Bnei Yehudah were oppressed
together; and all that took them captives held them fast; they refused to let them go.

34Their Go'el is chazak (strong), HASHEMTzva'os Shmo: He shall thoroughly defend their
cause, so that Hemay bring rest to ha'aretz, and disquiet the inhabitants of Bavel.
35A cherev is upon the Kasdim (Chaldeans),

saith HASHEM,
and upon the inhabitants of Bavel,
and upon her sarim, and upon her chachamim.
36A cherev is upon the diviners;†
and they shall become fools;
a cherev is upon her gibborim;
and they shall be dismayed.
37A cherev is upon their susim, and upon their chariots,
and upon all the mixed rabble that are in themidst of her;
and they shall become as nashim;
a cherev is upon her otzarot;
and they shall be plundered.
38A chorev (drought) is upon hermayim;

* 50:27 See Isa 53:7 † 50:36 false prophets who practice divination
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and they shall be dried up;
for it is the eretz pesalim (land of idols),
and they gomad over idols.

39 Therefore the wild animals of the desert with the hyenas shall dwell in her,‡ and the
ostriches shall dwell therein; and it shall be nomore inhabited lanetzach (forever); neither
shall it be dwelt in from dor vador.

40 As Elohim overthrew Sodom and Amora (Gomorrah) and the neighboring towns
thereof, saith HASHEM; so shall no ish abide there, neither shall any ben adam dwell
therein.
41Hinei, an am (people, army) shall come from the tzafon (north),
and a Goy Gadol, andmelachim rabbim
shall be stirred up from the ends of the earth.
42They shall wield keshet and spear;
they are cruel, and shall show no rachamim;
their voice shall roar like the yam,
and they shall ride upon susim,
every one put in array, like an ish for themilchamah,
against thee, O Bat Bavel.
43Melech Bavel hath heard the report of them,
and his hands fell feeble;
anguish took hold of him,
and labor pangs as of a woman in travail.

44Hinei, like an aryeh (lion) coming up from the thicket of the Yarden unto perennial
pastures, I will make them suddenly run away from her; and who is the Bachur (Chosen
One) that over her I will appoint? For who is like Me? And who can arraign Me? And who
is that Ro'eh that will stand before Me?

45 Therefore hear ye the etzah of HASHEM, that He hath planned against Bavel; and His
purposes, that He hath purposed against the Eretz Kasdim; Surely the little ones of the
tzon shall be dragged away; surely He shall make their naveh (pasture) desolate because
of them.

46 At the noise of the capture of Bavel ha'aretz (the earth) is shaken, and the outcry is
heard among the Goyim.

51
1Thus saith HASHEM:
Hineni, I will stir up against Bavel,
and against them that dwell in Lev Kamai*
a ruachmashchit (spirit of destruction);
2Andwill send unto Bavel winnowers,
that shall blow her chaff away,
and shall empty her land;
for in the Yom Ra'ah (Day of Disaster)
they shall be against her on every side.
3Against her let the archer bend his keshet,
and against her let him rise up in his armor;
and spare ye not her bochurim;
destroy ye utterly all her army.
4Thus the slain shall fall in the Eretz Kasdim,
and they that are thrust through in her streets.
5For Yisroel hath not been forsaken nor Yehudah by Elohav,
by HASHEM Tzva'os;
though their land be filled with asham (guilt) against Kadosh Yisroel.
6Flee out of themidst of Bavel, and deliver every ish his nefesh;
be not slain because of her avon;
for this is the time of HASHEMʼs vengeance;
He will render unto her a full recompence.

‡ 50:39 Babylon * 51:1 i.e., Babylon
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7Bavel hath been a Kos Zahav in the yad HASHEM,
that made kol ha'aretz drunken;
the Goyim drank of her yayin;
therefore the Goyim gomad.
8Bavel is suddenly fallen and broken;
wail for her;
take balm for her pain,
perhaps shemay be healed.
9Wewould have healed Bavel,
but she cannot be healed;
forsake her, and let us go every ish into his own country;
for her mishpat reacheth unto Shomayim,
and is lifted up even to the skies.
10HASHEM hath brought forth tzidkoteinu (our righteousness, vindication);
come and let us declare in Tziyon thema'aseh HASHEM Eloheinu.

11 Sharpen the khitzim (arrows);
take up the shields!

HASHEMhath stirred up the ruach of themelachim of theMedes: for Hismezimah (plan) is
against Bavel, to destroy it; because it is the vengeance of HASHEM, the vengeance for His
Heikhal.

12Lift up the nes (banner) upon the chomat Bavel,
reinforce themishmeret (guard),
station the shomrim (watchmen), prepare the ambushes;
for HASHEM hath both devised and done
that which He spoke against the inhabitants of Bavel.
13O thou that dwellest uponmayim rabbim,
abundant in otzarot,
thine end is come,
and the cubit of thy being cut off.
14HASHEM Tzva'os hath sworn by His Nefesh, saying:
Surely I will fill thee with adam, as with locusts;
and they shall lift up a shout against thee.
15He hathmade Eretz by His ko'ach,
He hath established the tevel by His chochmah,
and hath stretched out Shomayim by His tevunah.
16When He thundereth His voice,
there is a tumult of mayim in Shomayim;
and He bringeth up clouds from the ends of ha'aretz;
Hemaketh lightnings withmatar,
and bringeth forth the ruach out of his otzarot.
17Kol adam is dull-hearted andwithout da'as;
every goldsmith is shamed by the pesel;
for his nesekh (molten image) is sheker,
and there is no ruach in them.
18They are hevel (futile, vain), the work of delusion;
in the time of their pekudah they shall perish.
19The Chelek Ya'akov (Portion of Jacob) is not like them;
for the Yotzer (Maker) of all things is He;
and Yisroel is the Shevet of His nachalah:
HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.

20Thou art my battle ax and klei milchamah (weapons of war);
for with thee will I break in pieces the Goyim,
and with thee will I destroymamlechot (kingdoms);
21Andwith thee will I break in pieces the sus and his rider;
and with thee will I break in pieces themerkavah and his rider;
22With thee also will I break in pieces ish and isha;
and with thee will I break in pieces zaken and na'ar;
and with thee will I break in pieces the bochur and the betulah;
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23 I will also break in pieces with thee the ro'eh and his eder;
and with thee will I break in pieces the ikkar (farmer) and his yoke of oxen;
and with thee will I break in pieces pachot (rulers) and seganim (officials).
24And Iwill render unto Bavel and to all the inhabitants of Kasdim all their ra'ah that they

have done in Tziyon in your sight,
saith HASHEM.

25Hineni, I am against thee, O Har HaMashchit (DestroyingMountain),
saith HASHEM,

which destroyest kol ha'aretz;
and I will stretch out Mine Yad upon thee,
and roll thee down from the cliffs,
and will make thee a har serefah (burned outmountain).
26And they shall not take of thee an even (stone) for a pinnah (cornerstone),
nor an even (stone) for mosadot (foundations);
but thou shalt be desolate forever,

saith HASHEM.

27Lift ye up a nes (banner) in ha'aretz,
blow the shofar among the Goyim,
prepare the Goyim against her,
call together against her themamlechot
of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz;
appoint a commander against her;
cause the sus to come up like the swarming locusts.
28Prepare against her the Goyim
with themelachim (kings) of the Medes,
the pachot (rulers) thereof, and all the seganim (officials) thereof,
and all the countries ruled thereof.
29And ha'aretz shall shake and tremble;
for every purpose of HASHEM shall be performed against Bavel,
to make eretz Bavel a desolation without an inhabitant.
30The Gibborim of Bavel have ceased to fight,
they have remained in their metzadot (strongholds);
their gevurah (might) hath failed;
they became as nashim;
they have burned her mishkenot (dwelling places);
her gate bars are broken.
31One runner shall run tomeet another,
and onemaggid (messenger) to meet another maggid,
to showMelech Bavel that
his city is captured on all sides,
32And that thema'abarot (fords, river-crossings) have been seized,
and themarshes burned with eish,
and the anshei hamilchamah are terrified.
33For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os Elohei Yisroel:
Bat Bavel is like a goren (threshing floor),
when it is time to trample her;
yet a little while,
and the time of her katzir shall come.

34Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel hath devouredme,
he hath crushedme,
he hathmademe an empty vessel,
he hath swallowedme up like Tannin (Monster),
he hath filled his belly with delicacies of me,
he hath vomitedme out.
35The chamas done to me and tomy flesh be upon Bavel,
shall the inhabitant of Tziyon say;
my dahm upon the inhabitants of Kasdim,
shall Yerushalayim say.
36Therefore thus saith HASHEM;
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Hineni, I will defend thy cause,
and take vengeance for thee;
and I will dry up her yam,
andmake her makor (spring) dry.
37And Bavel shall become heaps of ruin,
a ma'on for jackals,
a horror to behold, astonishment, and a hissing,
without an inhabitant.
38They shall roar together like lions;
they shall growl as cubs of arayot (lions).
39 In their excitement I will prepare their mishtim (feasts),
and I will make them shikkor, that theymay rejoice,
and sleep shenat olam (a perpetual sleep),
and never awake,

saith HASHEM.
40 I will bring them down like lambs litvo'ach (to the slaughter),†
like rams withmale goats.
41How is Sheshach‡ taken!
And how is the tehillat kol ha'aretz seized!
How is Bavel become a horror to behold among the Goyim!
42The yam (sea)will arise over Bavel;
she is covered with the tumult of the waves thereof.
43Her towns are a horror to behold,
a dry land, and an aravah,
a land wherein no ish dwelleth,
neither doth any ben adam pass thereby.
44And I will punish Bel§ in Bavel,
and I will bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath gulped down;
and the Goyim shall not stream together anymore unto him;
indeed, the chomat Bavel shall fall.
45My people, come ye out of themidst of her,
and save ye every ish his nefesh
from the charon af HASHEM.
46And lest your lev faint,
and ye fear at the rumor
that shall be heard in ha'aretz;
a rumor shall come one year,
and after that in another year shall come a rumor,
rumors of chamas in ha'aretz,
moshel (ruler) against moshel.
47Therefore, hinei, the days are coming
when I will visit [in punishment] the pesalim of Bavel;
and her whole land shall be shamed,
and all her slain shall fall in themidst of her.
48Then the Shomayim and ha'aretz, and all that is therein,
shall sing joyously over Bavel;
for the plunderers shall come unto her from the tzafon (north),
saith HASHEM.
49Bavel must fall because of the slain of Yisroel
as the slain of kol ha'aretz have fallen because of Bavel.
50Ye that have escaped the cherev,
leave, stand not still;
remember HASHEM afar off,
and let Yerushalayim come into your heart.
51We are ashamed, because we have heard cherpah;
shame hath covered our faces;

† 51:40 See Isa 53:7 ‡ 51:41 Babylon § 51:44Marduk
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for zarim are come
into theMikdeshei Beis HASHEM.

52Wherefore, hinei, the days are coming,
saith HASHEM,

that I will visit [in punishment] her pesalim (graven images);
and through all her land the wounded shall groan.
53Though Bavel should ascend to Shomayim,
and though she should fortify the height of her stronghold,
yet fromMe shall plunderers come unto her,

saith HASHEM.

54A sound of a cry cometh from Bavel,
and shever gadol (great destruction) from Eretz Kasdim;
55Because HASHEM hath plundered Bavel,
and silenced her kol gadol (great voice);
when her waves do roar like mayim rabbim,
the sound of her roaring resounds;
56Because the plunderer is come upon her, even upon Bavel,
and her gibborim are taken,
every one of their keshatot (bows) is broken;
for HASHEM is El Gemulot (HASHEMthe G-d of Recompense).
He shall surely repay.
57And I will make shikkor (drunk) her sarim, and her chachamim,
her pachot (rulers), and her seganim (officials), and her gibborim;
and they shall sleep a shenat olam (perpetual sleep), and never awake,

saith HaMelech HASHEM Tzva'os Shmo.

58Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
The thick chomot Bavel shall be utterly broken,
and her high she'arim shall be burned with eish;
and the people shall labor in vain,
and the peoples wear themselves out
only for eish.

59 The Davar which Yirmeyah HaNavi commanded Serayah Ben Neriyah Ben Mach-
seiyah, when he went with TzidkiyahMelech Yehudah into Bavel in the fourth year of his
reign. And this Serayah was sar menuchah (quartermaster).

60So Yirmeyahwrote in a sefer all the ra'ah that should come upon Bavel, even all these
devarim that are written against Bavel.

61 And Yirmeyah said to Serayah, When thou comest to Bavel, and shalt see, and shalt
read all these Devarim;

62 Then shalt thou say, HASHEM, Thou hast spoken against this makom, to cut it off, that
none shall remain in it, neither adam nor behemah, but that it shall be desolate forever.

63And it shall be, when thou hast made an end of reading this sefer, that thou shalt bind
an even (stone) to it, and cast it into themidst of Euphrates;

64And thou shalt say, Thus shall Bavel sink, and shall rise no more because of the ra'ah
that I will bring upon her.
Thus far are the Devarim of Yirmeyah.

52
1Tzidkiyahwas one and twenty years oldwhenhebegan to reign, andhe reigned eleven

shanah in Yerushalayim. And shem immowas Chamutal bat Yirmeyah of Livnah.
2And he did that which was rah in the eyes of HASHEM, according to all that Y'hoyakim

had done.
3For because of the anger of HASHEM it came to pass in Yerushalayim and Yehudah, that

he finally cast them out from his presence.
Tzidkiyah rebelled against HaMelech Bavel.
4 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth

day of the month, that Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel came, he and all his army, against
Yerushalayim, and encamped against it, and built siegeworks against it round about.

5 So HaIr went under siege unto the eleventh year of Melech Tzidkiyah.
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6And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the ra'av (famine)was severe
in the Ir, so that there was no lechem for the AmHaAretz.

7Then the Ir was broken through, and all the anshei hamilchamah fled, and went forth
out of the Ir by lailah by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was near the
Gan HaMelech; (now the Kasdim* were surrounding the Ir); and they fled by the derech
HaAravah.

8 But the army of the Kasdim (Chaldeans) pursued after HaMelech, and overtook
Tzidkiyah in the plains of Yericho; and all his armywas separated fromhimand scattered.

9Then they capturedHaMelech, and carriedhimupuntoMelechBavel to Rivlah inEretz
Chamat; where he pronouncedmishpatim upon him.

10AndMelech Bavel slaughtered the Bnei Tzidkiyah before his eyes; he slaughtered also
all the sarim (princes) of Yehudah in Rivlah.

11 Then he put out the eyes of Tzidkiyah; and Melech Bavel bound him in chains, and
carried him to Babylon, and put him in the bais hapekudot (prisonhouse) till the yommoto
(day of his death).

12 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the month,† which was the nineteenth
year of NevukhadretzarMelech Bavel, came to YerushalayimNevuzaradan, captain of the
guard, which servedMelech Bavel,

13And set fire to the Beis HASHEM, and the Bais HaMelech (the palace); and all the batim
(houses) of Yerushalayim, and all the bais hagadol, he burned with eish:

14And all the army of the Kasdim (Chaldeans), that were with the captain of the guard,
broke down all the chomot (walls) around Yerushalayim.

15Then Nevuzaradan the captain of the guard sent into the Golus certain of the poor of
the people, and the remaining of the people that were left in the Ir, and the defectors to
Melech Bavel, and the rest of the craftsmen.

16 But Nevuzaradan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for
koremim and for farmers.

17 Also the Ammudei HaNechoshet that were in the Beis HASHEM, and the moveable
Stands, and the Yam Hanechoshet that was in the Beis HASHEM, the Kasdim (Chaldeans)
broke, and carried all the bronze of them to Babylon.

18The caldrons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the basins, and the pans, and
all the klei hanechoshet wherewith theyministered, they took away.

19And the cups, and the firepans [for incense], and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the
menorahs, and the pans, and the bowls; that which were made of zahav, and that which
made of kesef, the captain of the guard carried away.

20 The two Ammudim, one Yam, and twelve bronze bulls that were under the bases,
which HaMelech Sh'lomo had made in the Beis HASHEM: the bronze of all these vessels
was beyondweight.

21 And concerning the Ammudim, the height of one ammud was eighteen cubits; and
twelve cubits in circumference; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow.

22And a capital of nechoshet was upon it; and the height of one capital was five cubits,
with network and pomegranates upon the capitals round about, all of nechoshet. The
second pillar also and the pomegranates were similar unto these.

23And therewereninety and six pomegranates ona side; andall thepomegranates upon
the surrounding network were ame'ah (hundred).

24 And the captain of the guard took Serayah the Kohen HaRosh, and Tzephanyah the
second kohen, and the three keepers of the door:

25He took also out of the Ir the officer, which had the charge of the anshei hamilchamah;
and sevenmen of them that were royal advisers whichwere found in the Ir; and the Sofer
who was the chief officer in charge of conscripting the Am HaAretz; and threescore men
of the AmHaAretz, that were found in themidst of the Ir.

26SoNevuzaradan the captainof theguard took them, andbrought themtoMelechBavel
to Rivlah.

27AndMelech Bavel struck them, and put them to death in Rivlah in Eretz Chamat. Thus
Yehudahwas carried away captive out of his own land.

28 This is the people whom Nevukhadretzar carried away captive: in the seventh year
3,023 Yehudim:
* 52:7 Chaldeans † 52:12 T.N. With fire on the eve of the 9th, Tisha B'Av remembers with fasting and reading
the Book of Lamentations and prayer the Jewish people in light of all their tragic history, especially in Jeremiah 52:12
the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash; there is a reference in Lamentations Rabbati which juxtaposes the Moshiachʼs
ascendancy in reference to the Templeʼs destruction— see Mk 13:2; Lk 19:44
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29 In the eighteenth year ofNevukhadretzar he carried away captive fromYerushalayim
832 nefesh:

30 In the three and twentieth year of Nevukhadretzar Nevuzaradan the captain of the
guard carried away captive of the Yehudim 745 nefesh: the nefesh were 4,600 in all.

31And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the Golus of Y'hoyakhin Melech
Yehudah, in the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the month, that Eveel-
Merodach Melech Bavel in the first year of his reign‡ lifted up the head of Y'hoyakhin
Melech Yehudah, and brought him forth out of prison.§

32And spoke kindly unto him, and set his throne above the kisse of the melachim that
were with him in Babylon,

33And changed his prison garments: and he did continually eat lechem before him all
the days of his life.

34And for his allowance, there was a regular allowance given him of the Melech Bavel,
every day a portion until the yommoto all the days of his life.

‡ 52:31 562 B.C.E. § 52:31 561 B.C.E.
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Ekhah
Introduction

The Book of Lamentations, especially 1:21; 2:2f speak of two phases of the Day of the
L-rd, the first already past in the fall of Jerusalem and the dissolution of the people of
Judah, and a second in store for the gloating enemies of G-dʼs people. Therefore thosewho
speak of “Israelʼs Final Holocaust” had better be reminded that it will also be a holocaust
for all the nations of the world. Jeremiah is the traditional author of Lamentations in
the closing days of Judahʼs conflict with Babylon around 586, the date of Jerusalemʼs final
capitulation to Nebuchadnezzar. The ninth of Av (August) is the Jewish commemoration
of this disaster, and on that day, a full fast day, this scroll is read in the synagogue following
the evening services. The other days associated in somewaywith this event are the Tenth
of Tevet (marking the beginning of the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem), the Seventeenth of
Tammuz (which marks the first breach in the walls of Jerusalem during the Babylonian
siege), and the Fast of Gedaliah (the third day of Tishri, the day following Rosh HaShanah,
TzomGedaliah commemorating his assassination after hewas appointed Governor of the
Jewish people by Nebuchadnezzar). In this book of Ekhah (Lamentations), Jerusalem is
personifiedand sheweepsbitterly (1:2) because Judahhas gone into theGolus (Exile)— see
1:3-5. The prodigal city remembers the wonderful days of old when her festivals brought
rejoicing multitudes to her Beis Hamikdash. Now those days are gone, and she is mocked
and despised, and enemies have invaded her sanctuary (1:10). Like theMoshiach, hanged
on the etz, the city is naked and humiliated and left to be seen by passers-by. “Is it nothing
to you, all you who pass by? Consider, and see if there be any sorrow like my sorrow,
which is done unto me, wherewith HASHEM hath afflicted me in the Yom Charon Af (day
of His fierce anger)” (Lam 1:12). See Lam 2:22. Jerusalem remembers her false prophets
with their false andmisleading visions (2:14) and her prophets who obtain no vision from
the L-rd (2:9) and she remembers her own rebellion against G-dʼs word (1:18), and sees
that all this desolation of altar and sanctuary, all this abolition of festival and Shabbos, is
just punishment fromHASHEMHimself. The Gentile enemies gloat over herwhen they see
Jerusalemʼs destruction in the Babylonian Exile, but she calls on G-d to bring on the Day
of the L-rd when all the Gentile nations of the world will become as Jerusalem is (1:21).
Judgmentonlybeginsat thehouseholdofG-d. See3:64andZech1:15; 2:8. A terriblepicture
of Gehinnom is seen in 3:7-8, for herewe view a people (pre-Exilic Jerusalem)who refused
to knowG-d andwe see them frozen in Gehinnom-like divine judgment. We are reminded
againof thepiercedMoshiachsurroundedbymockerswhenweread3:14. Seealso3:30,52-
57. The burden of proof today is still on Judahʼs religious leaders as to whether or not
they rebel against G-dʼs word (1:18), since it was their sins which caused the destruction
of Jerusalem (4:13-16). They were as unreliable as that ally Egypt, a nation that could not
save (4:17). Jewish religious leaders must prove that they rightly interpret the word of
G-d, because that desolate Jerusalem is still a rebuke and a challenge against them. Note
for street ministry: homelessness is mentioned in 5:2. Jerusalemʼs survivors are homeless
after G-dʼs judgment falls on them. But see the song of hope in 3:22-23. We see that to be
thus humbled is good (3:27-29). There is hope in 3:31-32. Ifwedon't growbitter towardG-d
but instead test and examine ourways and return to the L-rd, then there is indeed good in
being humbled by HASHEM (3:39-40). The hope of Israelʼs ultimate return to G-d is stated
in 4:22 and 5:21. This is still the great hope of all Biblically defined believers. When one
reads this book one needs to revisit the material in Lv 26 and Dt 27—28. See. Lam 2:17.
This book is a vindication of Jeremiahʼs ministry andmany of the prophetic themes of his
preaching. Immediately in Jeremiahʼs ministry G-d shows him the coming crisis that we
see has played out in Lamentations, represented by a “boiling pot, tilted away from the
north” (Jer 1:13). This pot was going to boil over and pour its hot lava of destruction as
foreign soldiers came down on Jerusalem from the north. This threat from the north (Jer
1:14; 4:6; 6:1,22; 10:22; 13:20; 16:15; 25:9,26; 31:8) became concrete in the persons of King
Nebuchadnezzarʼs Babylonian soldiers. G-d is telling Jeremiah to preach that there is no
escape from these soldiers. The people have brokenG-dʼs LawandnowHASHEM is sending
His divinemarshalls to put the people under arrest and take themoff to Babylon to serve a
Seventy Year Exile prison sentence (Jer 25:11-12; 29:10). Go peaceably, Jeremiah preaches,
and youwill live. If the nation humbles itself andwaits onHASHEM, the nationwill return.
But whoever attempts to resist the divine arrest will be put to death. They will be like bad
figs (Jer 24:8), andbecauseof theirdisobedienceG-dwill not give themaheart toknowHim
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(Jer 24:7). This was Jeremiahʼs hard message, which cost him dearly, and brought great
persecution down on his head. But, ironically, weak, isolated Jeremiah, the maggid with
the dangerous and wrath-provoking message, is in much safer hands than the sonerous-
voiced false prophets and power-wielding political leaders, who stir up violence against
Jeremiah as a traitor. For HASHEM promises to protect Jeremiah but to put to death these
enemies of his, both Jews and Gentiles, with judgment beginning at the household of G-d
(see Jer 1:18-19; 25:8-9,29) and climaxing in the Day of the L-rd (Jer 25:33; 46:10). “Flight
shall fail the shepherds” (Jer 25:35), a prophecy that proved true for fleeing King Zedekiah,
the lastkingof Judah (Jer52:1-11). All thewickedmustdrink the lethal cupof judgment that
is coming (Jer 25:28), even ultimately that anti-Moshiach King of Babylon (Jer 25:26). The
reason for the coming Babylonian Exile is given in Jer 5:18-19, the land of Israel was full of
elilim (idols). See also Jer 9:12-16; 10:5,18,21; 16:11-13. The sin of Manasseh (Jer 15:4; 2Kgs
21:6), especially child sacrifice (Jer 7:30-34) brought great national disaster on Judah, just
as the abortion holocaust will bring great grief on any country. Consequently, G-dʼs wrath
burns against her, and G-d is going to turn Jerusalem into an abortion and it will be no
place to marry or to bear children (Jer 16:3-4). Jerusalem will be like a rejected prostitute
(Jer 3:2-3; 4:29-31) because shehas stubbornly rejectedHASHEM, her truehusband, andhas
given herself in spiritual adultery to false g-ds, the Baals and all theworthless foreign idols
that have taken over her land. Nothing short of the Babylonian exilewould cure her of this
sin of changing her g-ds (Jer 2:11). What is amazing is that the kingdom of Judah does not
learn her lesson by seeing the idolatrous northern kingdomof Israel go off (722 B.C.E.) into
captivity because of this very sin (Jer 3:6-10); Judah has to undergo a similar punishment
herself to get cured of idolatry. But, to put it simply, the main fault that brought all this
punishment on G-dʼs people was refusal to listen to the prophetic Word of the Scriptures
(Jer 25:4-7; 32:33-35; 35:15-17). Jeremiah did not have a popular message to preach (look
at it— Jer 13:19; also 15:10), andmany people opposed him. Whowanted to hear someone
prophesy massacre and national desolation (see, for example Jer 9:22)? But all Jeremiah
was preaching was Deuteronomy 28 and its covenant reprisals and curses (see Jer 11:2-4;
34:18). Nevertheless, somemen from Jeremiahʼs hometown (Anatot near Jerusalem)were
so embarrassed and infuriated by his preaching that they started a conspiracy to kill him
(Jer 11:8-23). The political leaderswere stupid, because they did not inquire of the L-rd (Jer
10:21) but had rejected theWord of G-d (Jer 8:9).

1
1How doth HaIr (the city, Yerushalayim) sit solitary,
that was full of people!
How is she become like an almanah (widow)!
She that was great among the Goyim,
and sarah (princess) among the provinces,
how is she become a forced laborer!
2 She weepeth bitterly in the lailah (night),
and her tears are on her cheeks;
among all her lovers she hath noMenachem (comforter);
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her;
they have become her enemies.
3Yehudah is gone into the Golus (Exile) under affliction,
and under great avodah (servitude);
she dwelleth among the Goyim;
she findeth nomanoach (rest);
all her rodefim (persecutors)
overtook her in dire straits.
4The darkhei Tziyon (approaches to Tziyon) domourn,
because none come tomo'ed (set feasts);
all her she'arim (gates) are desolate;
her kohanim sigh,
her betulot (virgins) are afflicted,
and she is in bitterness.
5Her adversaries are now the rosh (supreme, master);
her enemies prosper;
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for HASHEM hath afflicted her
because of themultitude of her peysha'im (transgressions);
her olalim (little children) are gone
into captivity before the enemy.
6And from Bat Tziyon
all her beauty has departed;
her sarim (princes) are become like deer
that find no pasture,
and they are gone without strength
before the rodef (persecutor, pursuer).
7 In the yamim (days) of her affliction
and of her persecutions,
Yerushalayim remembers all her pleasant things
that she hadmiymei kedem (in the days of old).
When her people fell into the hand of the enemy,
and there was no ozer (helper) for her,
the adversaries saw her,
and didmock at her downfall.
8Yerushalayim hath grievously sinned;
therefore she is niddah*(unclean, Jewishwomanʼs untouchability duringmenstruation);
all that honored her despise her,
because they have seen her erom (nakedness);
yea, she sigheth, and turneth away for shame.
9Her filthiness is in her skirts;
she remembereth not her latter end;
therefore she sank appallingly;
she had noMenachem (comforter).
O HASHEM, beholdmy affliction;
for the enemy hath triumphed.
10The adversary hath spread out his hand
upon all her precious things;
for she hath seen how the Goyim
entered into her [Beis] Hamikdash,
whom Thou didst command that
they should not enter into Thy Kahal (congregation, community).
11All her people sigh, they seek lechem;
they have given their precious things
for bread to revive the nefesh;
see, O HASHEM, and consider
that I am become despised.
12 Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
Consider, and see
if there be any sorrow like my sorrow,
which is done untome,
wherewith HASHEM hath afflictedme
in the Yom Charon Af (day of His fierce anger).
13From above hath He sent eish
into my atzamot (bones), and it prevaileth against them;
He hath spread a net for my feet,
He hath turnedme back;
He hathmademe desolate and kol hayom (ever) languishing.
14The yoke of my peysha'im hath been fastened by His hand;
they† intertwine themselves and set uponmy tzavar (neck);

* 1:8 Lv 15:19 † 1:14 i.e., my sins
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He hathmademy strength to fall;
Adonoi hath deliveredme into their hands,
fromwhom I am not able to rise up.
15Adonoi hath taken away
all my strong ones inmymidst;
He hath proclaimed amo'ed (set time) against me
to crushmy youngmen;
Adonoi hath trodden the winepress
for the Betulat Bat Yehudah.
16For these things I weep;
mine eye, mine eye runneth downwithmayim,
because theMenachem (comforter)
that should refreshmy nefesh is far fromme;
my children are desolate,
because the enemy hath prevailed.
17Tziyon stretcheth forth her hands,
yet there is noMenachem (comforter) for her;
HASHEM hath commanded concerning Ya'akov,
that his adversaries should be round about him;
Yerushalayim is as a niddah (menstruouswoman) among them.
18Tzaddik is HASHEM;
for I have rebelled against His mouth;
hear, I pray you, kol amim (all people),
and beholdmy sorrow;
my betulot andmy bochurim
are gone into captivity.
19 I called for my lovers,
but they have deceivedme;
my kohanim andmy zekenim
gave up the ghost‡ in HaIr (the City),
while they sought okhel (food)
to revive their nefashot.
20Consider, O HASHEM how I am in distress;
my bowels are troubled;
mine lev is turned withinme;
for I have grievously rebelled;
without,§ the cherev (sword) bereaveth,
within* it is like mavet (death).
21They have heard that I sigh;
there is noMenachem (comforter);
all mine enemies have heard of my trouble;
they are glad that Thou hast done it;
Thou bringest the Yom Karata (the day that Thou has proclaimed),
that they† [all the peoples] may be like me.
22Let all their wickedness come before Thee;
and do unto them,
as Thou hast done untome for all my peysha'im;
for my sighs are many,
andmy lev is faint.

2
1How hath Adonoi covered Bat Tziyon
with a cloud in His anger,
and hurled down from Shomayim

‡ 1:19 i.e., expired § 1:20 i.e., outside * 1:20 i.e., babayit, at home † 1:21 see 1:18
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unto Eretz the tiferet Yisroel,
and remembered not His hadom (footstool)
in the Day of HisWrath!

2Adonoi hath swallowed up
all the habitations of Ya'akov, and hath not pitied;
He hath torn down in HisWrath
the strongholds of Bat Yehudah;
He hath brought them down to the ground;
chillel (He hath defiled) the mamlachah and the sarim (princes) thereof.

3He hath cut off in His fierce anger
kol keren Yisroel;
He hath drawn back His right hand
from before the oyev,
and He burned against Ya'akov like a flaming eish,
which devoureth all around.

4He hath bent His keshet (bow) like an oyev;
He took His stand with His right hand as an adversary,
and slaughtered all that were pleasant
to the eye in the ohel Bat Tziyon;
He poured out His fury like eish.

5Adonoi was like an oyev;
He hath swallowed up Yisroel,
He hath swallowed up all her armonot (palaces);
He hath destroyed His strongholds,
and hath increased in Bat Yehudahmourning and lamentation.

6And He hath violently destroyed His sukkah,
as if it were of a gan (garden);
He hath laid waste His Mo'ed;
HASHEM hath causedMo'ed and Shabbos
to be forgotten in Tziyon,
and in the indignation of His anger
hath spurnedMelech and Kohen.

7Adonoi hath cast off His Mizbe'ach,
He hath disowned His Mikdash,
He hath given up into the yad oyev
the chomot armonot of hers;
they have raised shouts in the Beis HASHEM,
as in the YomMo'ed.

8HASHEM hath purposed to destroy
the Chomat Bat Tziyon;
He hath stretched out a measuring line,
He hath not withdrawn His hand from destroying;
therefore Hemade the rampart and the chomah to lament;
they languished together.

9Her she'arim are sunk into the ground;
He hath destroyed and broken her bars;
her melech and her sarim (princes) are among the Goyim;
the torah is nomore;
her nevi'im also find no chazon (vision) fromHASHEM.

10The Ziknei Bat Tziyon sit upon the ground,
and keep silence;
they have cast up aphar upon their heads;
they have girded themselves with sackcloth;
the Betulot Yerushalayim hang down
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their heads to the ground.
11Mine eyes do fail fromweepings,
my insides are troubled,
empty and poured upon ha'aretz,
for the destruction of Bat Ami;
because the olel and the infant
swoon in the rechovot of the city.
12They say to their imahot:
Where is grain and yayin?
Say they when they swooned like the wounded
in the rechovot Ir,
when their nefesh ebbed away
into the kheyk imahot of them.
13What thing shall I say to thee?
What thing shall I liken to thee, O Bat Yerushalayim?
What shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee,
O Betulat Bat Tziyon?
For thy shever (destruction) is as gadol as the yam.
Who can heal thee?
14Thy nevi'im have seen false
and worthless visions for thee;
and they have not exposed thine avon,
to ward off thy captivity;
but have seen for theemase'ot shav
andmadduchim (false andmisleading burdens, oracles).
15All that pass by clap their hands at thee;
they hiss and wag their head at Bat Yerushalayim,
saying: Is this the Ir that men call
Kelilat YofiMasos L'Khol HaAretz
(perfection in beauty, the joy of the whole earth)?
16All thine enemies have opened their mouth against thee;
they hiss and gnash their teeth;
they cry: We have swallowed her!
This is the Yom that we waited for;
we have found, we have seen it.
17HASHEM hath done that which He had devised;
He hath fulfilled His word
that He decreed in the yemai kedem;
He hath overthrown, and hath not pitied,
and He hath caused thine oyev to gloat over thee,
He hath exalted the keren of thine adversaries.
18Their lev cried unto Adonoi:
O Chomat Bat Tziyon,
let tears run down like a river yomam valailah;
give thyself no relief;
let not thine eye rest.
19Arise, cry out balailah;
in the beginning of the night watches
pour out thine lev like mayim
before the face of Adonoi;
lift up thy hands to Him
for the nefesh of thy ollelim,
that faint for hunger on every street corner.
20Look, HASHEM, and consider
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to whom Thou hast done this.
Shall the nashim eat their offspring,
the children they have cared for?
Shall the Kohen and the Navi
be slain in theMikdash Adonoi?
21The na'ar and the zaken lie
in the dust of the streets;
my betulot andmy bochurim
are fallen by the cherev;
Thou hast slain them in the Day of ThyWrath;
Thou hast slaughtered, and not pitied.
22Thou hast summoned as in a YomMo'ed
my terrors all around,
so that in the YomAf HASHEM
none escaped nor remained;
those that I have swaddled and reared
hathmine oyev consumed.

3
1 I am the gever that hath seen affliction
by the rod of His wrath.
2He hath drivenme away, and brought me
into choshech, but not into ohr.
3 Surely against me is He turned;
He turneth His yad against me kol hayom.
4My basar andmy ohr (skin) hath Hemade old;
He hath brokenmy atzmot.
5He hath set up siegeworks against me,
and surroundedmewith bitterness and hardship.
6He hath set me in dark places,
like themesei olam (long dead).
7He hath hedgedme about, that I cannot escape;
He hathmademy chain heavy.
8Also when I cry and call out,
He shutteth out my tefillah.
9He hath barredmyways with hewn stone,
He hathmademy paths crooked.
10Hewas untome like a dov (bear) lying in wait,
and like an aryeh inmistarim (hiding places).
11He hath turned aside the darkhei of mine, and pulledme in pieces;
He hathmademe desolate.
12He hath bent His keshet,
and set me as a target for the khetz (arrow).
13He hath caused the arrows of His quiver
to enter into my organs.
14 I was a derision to kol ami;
and their* song kol hayom.
15He hath filledmewithmerorim (bitter herbs);
He hathmademe drunk with suffering.
16He hath also brokenmy teeth with gravel,
He hath coveredmewith aphar.
17And Thou hast removedmy nefesh far off from shalom;
I forgot tovah (prosperity).
18And I said: My strength andmy hope
is perished fromHASHEM.

* 3:14mocking
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19Remembermine oni (affliction) andmymisery,
the sorrow and the trouble.
20My nefesh hath them still in remembrance,
and is downcast in me.
21This I recall to my lev,
therefore have I hope:

22Because of the chasdei HASHEMwe are not consumed,
for His rachamim fail not.
23They are chadashim every boker;
great is Thy faithfulness.
24HASHEM is my chelek, saith my nefesh;
therefore in hope will I wait for Him.

25HASHEM is tov unto them that wait for Him,
to the nefesh that seeketh Him.
26 It is good that a man should both hope
and quietly wait for the Teshu'at HASHEM.
27 It is tov for a gever that
he bear the ol (yoke) from his youth.

28He sitteth alone and keepeth silence,
because He hath laid it upon him.
29He putteth his mouth in the aphar;
there may yet be tikvah.
30He offereth his lekhi (cheek) to him that striketh him;
he is filled full with reproach.†

31For Adonoi will not cast off l'olam (forever);
32But though He cause grief,
yet will He have compassion according to the rov chasadav (themultitude of Hismercies).
33For He doth not afflict willingly
nor bring grief to Bnei Ish.

34To crush under His feet
kol asirei eretz (all the prisoners of the earth),
35To turn aside themishpat gever (the right of aman)
before the face of Elyon,
36To subvert a man in his cause,
Adonoi approveth not.

37Who is he that saith, and it cometh to pass,
when Adonoi commandeth it not?
38Out of themouth of Elyon proceedeth not
hara'ot (the woe) and hatov (the good)?
39Why doth an adam chai (anyman alive) complain,
a gever for the punishment of his sins?

40Let us search and test derakheinu (our ways),
and let us turn again to HASHEM.
41Let us lift up levavenu (our heart)with our hands
unto El baShomayim.
42We have transgressed and have rebelled;
Atah lo salachta (Thou hast not pardoned, forgiven).

43Thou hast covered with af (anger), and pursued us;
Thou hast slain, Thou hast not pitied.
44Thou hast covered Thyself with an anan,
that our tefillah not pass through.
45Thou hast made us as the offscouring
and refuse among the amim.

† 3:30 Isa 50:6
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46Kol oyveinu (all our enemies)
have opened their mouths against us.
47Pachad (terror) and a snare is come upon us,
ruin and destruction.
48Mine eye runneth downwith streams of mayim
for the destruction of Bat Ami.

49Mine eye will flow down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission
50Till HASHEM look down, and behold from Shomayim.
51Mine eye affectethmine nefesh
because of all the banot of my city.

52Mine enemies huntedme down,
like a tzippor (bird), without cause.
53They have cut offmy life in the bor (pit)
and cast an even (stone) uponme.
54Mayim flowed over mine rosh;
then I said: I am cut off.

55 I called upon Thy Shem, HASHEM,
out of the lowest pit.
56Thou hast heardmy voice;
close not thine ear at my sighing,
at my cry.
57Thou drewest near on the Yom that I called upon Thee;
Thou saidst: Fear not.

58Adonoi, Thou hast pleaded the causes of my nefesh;
Thou hast redeemedmy life.
59HASHEM, Thou hast seenmywrong;
upholdmy cause.
60Thou hast seen all their vengeance
and all their machsh'vot against me.

61Thou hast heard their reproach, HASHEM,
and all their machsh'vot against me;
62The whisperings of those that rose up against me,
and their muttering against me kol hayom.
63Behold their sitting down, and their rising up;
Ani (I) am their mocking song.

64Render unto them a gemul (recompence), HASHEM,
according to the work of their hands.
65Give them hardness of lev as thy curse unto them.
66Pursue in anger and destroy them
from under HaShomayim of HASHEM.

4
1How has the zahav lost its luster!
How is themost fine gold changed!
The avnei kodesh are poured out on every street corner.

2The precious Bnei Tziyon,
comparable to fine gold,
how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers,
the work of the hands of the yotzer (potter)!

3Even the jackals offer the breast;
they nurse their young ones;
the Bat Ami is become heartless,
like the ostriches in themidbar.

4The leshon of the nursing infant
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cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirst;
the olalim beg for lechem,
and noman giveth it unto them.

5They that did feed delicately
are destitute in the chutzot;
they that were brought up in purple
lie on dunghills.

6For the punishment of the iniquity of the Bat Ami
is greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom,
that was overthrown as in amoment,
and no hands helped her.

7Her nobles were purer than snow;
they were whiter than cholov,
they weremore ruddy in body than rubies,
their appearance was of sapphire;

8Their visage is blacker than soot;
they are not known in the streets;
their skin cleaveth to their atzmot;
it is dried up, it is become like a stick.

9They that are slain with the cherev
are better than they that are slain with hunger;
for these pine away,
being pierced for want of the increase of the sadeh.

10The hands of the pitiful nashim
have cooked their own yeladim;
they were their meat
in the destruction of the Bat Ami.

11HASHEM hath accomplished His fury;
He hath poured out His charon af,
and hath kindled an eish in Tziyon,
and it hath devoured the yesodot thereof.

12Themalkhei eretz,
and all the inhabitants of the tevel (world),
would not have believed that the adversary and the oyev
should have entered into the sha'arei Yerushalayim.

13For the sins of her Nevi'im,
and the iniquities of her Kohanim,
that have shed the dahm of the Tzaddikim
in themidst of her.

14They have groped about like ivrim (blindmen) in the streets;
they have defiled themselves with dahm,
so that men dare not touch their garments.

15They cried unto them: Go away;
tamei (unclean)!
Depart, depart, touch not;
so they fled away andwandered. They said among the Goyim:
They shall nomore sojourn there.

16The anger of HASHEM hath scattered them;
He will nomore regard them;
they respected not the persons of the Kohanim;
they showed no favor to the Zekenim.
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17As for us, our eyes failed
looking in vain for ezratenu (our help);
from our towers we have watched
for a nation that could not save us.
18They stalk our steps,
that we cannot go in our streets;
kitzeinu (our end) is near, our yamim are numbered;
for kitzeinu is come.
19Our pursuers are swifter
than the eagles of Shomayim;
they pursued us upon themountains,
they laid wait for us in themidbar.
20TheMoshiach of HASHEM, whowas our very life,
was taken in their traps,
of whomwe said: Under his shadow [of protection]
we shall live among the Goyim.
21Rejoice and be glad, O Bat Edom,
that dwellest in Eretz Utz;
the kos (cup) also shall pass unto thee;
thou shalt be drunk, and shalt be stripped naked.
22The punishment of thine iniquity is accomplished, O Bat Tziyon;
He will nomore prolong your Golus;
He will visit thine iniquity, O Bat Edom;
He will expose thy sins.

5
1Remember, HASHEM, what is come upon us;
consider, and behold our reproach.
2Our nachalah is turned over to zarim,
our batim (houses) to foreigners.
3We are yetomim and fatherless,
immoteinu are like almanot.
4Wemust pay kesef for our ownmayim;
our wood is sold unto us.
5Our necks are under persecution;
we are weary, and have no rest.
6We have submitted to theMitzrayim,
and to the Assyrians, to get enough lechem.
7Avoteinu have sinned, and are nomore;
and we have borne their iniquities.
8Avadim have ruled over us;
there is none that doth deliver us out of their yad.
9We get our lechemwith the peril of our lives
because of the cherev of themidbar.
10Our skin was hot like an oven
because we burn with ra'av (hunger, famine).
11They ravished the nashim in Tziyon,
and the betulot in the towns of Yehudah.
12 Sarim (princes) are hanged by their yad;
the faces of Zekenimwere not respected.
13They took the bochurim to grind,
and the ne'arim staggered under the wood.
14The zekenim have ceased from the sha'ar,
the bochurim from their music.
15The joy of our heart is gone;
mekholeinu (our dance) is turned into mourning.
16The ateret is fallen from our head;
woe unto us, for we have sinned!
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17For this our lev is faint;
because of these things our eyes are dim.
18Because of the Har Tziyon, which is desolate,
the jackals prowl upon it.
19Thou, HASHEM, remainest forever;
Thy throne from generation to generation.
20Why dost Thou forget us forever,
and forsake us for so long?
21Restore us, HASHEM, to Thyself
that wemay return;
renew yamenu (our days) as of old.
22Unless Thou hast utterly rejected us
and Thou art angry with us beyondmeasure.
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Yechezkel
1 Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the

month, while I was among those of the Golus by the Nahar Kevar, that Shomayim was
opened, and I sawmar'ot Elohim.

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of the Golus of HaMelech
Yoyakhin,*

3TheDevarHASHEMcameexpresslyuntoYechezkel thekohen, benBuzi, inEretzKasdim
(Chaldeans) by the Nahar Kevar; and the Yad HASHEMwas there upon him.

4 And I looked, and, hinei, a ruach se'arah came out of the tzafon, an anan gadol,
and flashing fire, with brilliant light all about it, and out of the midst thereof something
gleaming, shining out of themidst of the eish.

5Also out of the midst thereof came the demut (likeness) of four Chayos. And this was
their appearance: they had the demut adam.

6And every one had arba'ah panim, and every one had arba kenafayim.
7And their regalim were regel yesharah; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a

regel egel; and they gleamed like the shining of burnished nechoshet.
8And they had the hands of an adamunder their kenafayimon their four sides; and they

four had their panim and their kenafayim.
9 Their kenafayim were joined one to another; they turned not as they went; they went

every one face forward.
10As for the demut of their panim, they four had the face of an adam, and the face of an

aryeh, on the right side; and they four had the face of a shor on the left side; they four also
had the face of a nesher.

11 Thus were their panim; and their kenafayim were stretched upward; two wings of
every one were joined one to another, and two covered their geviyot.

12And they went every one face forward; whither the Ruach was to go, they went; and
they turned not when they went.

13As for the demut of the Chayos, their appearance was like coals of eish burning, and
like the appearance of lapidim (torches); it spread back and forth among the Chayos; and
the eish was brilliant, and out of the eish went forth barak (lightning).

14And the Chayos ran and returned as the appearance of bazak (a flash of lightning).
15Now as I beheld the Chayos, hinei there was one Ofan ba'aretz etzel the Chayos, with

its four panim.
16 The appearance of the Ofanim and their making was like unto the color of tarshish;

and they four had one demut; and their appearance and their making was as it were an
Ofan within an Ofan.

17Arba'at (four) sidedly they went; and they turned not as they went.
18 As for their rims, they were so high that they were dreadful; and their rims were

mele'ot einayim saviv (full of eyes round about) the four of them.
19Andwhen the Chayoswent, the Ofanimwent beside them; andwhen the Chayoswere

lifted up from ha'aretz, the Ofanimwere lifted up.
20Whithersoever the Ruach was to go, they went, thither was the Ruach to go; and the

Ofanimwere lifted facing them; for Ruach HaChayah was in the Ofanim.
21When those went, these went; and when those stood still, these stood still; and when

those were lifted up from ha'aretz, the Ofanim were lifted up facing them; for the Ruach
HaChayahwas in the Ofanim.

22And the demut of the raki'a upon the rashei HaChayah was as the color of terrible ice
crystal, spread out upward above their rashim.

23 And under the raki'a were their kenafayim stretched out, the one toward the other;
every one had two, which covered on this side, and every one had two, which covered on
that side, their geviyot.

24Andwhen theywent, I heard the kol of their kenafayim, like the kol ofmayim rabbim,
as theKol Shaddai, the voice of a tumult, as the soundof amachaneh;when they stood still,
they let down their kenafayim.

25And there was a kol (voice) from the raki'a that was over their rosh, when they stood
still, and had let down their kenafayim.

* 1:2 593 B.C.E.
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26And above the raki'a that was over their rosh was the demut kisse, as the appearance
of a precious stone, a sapphire; and upon the demut hakisse was the demut like the
appearance of adam above upon it.

27 And I saw something gleaming, shining out like the appearance of eish; inside it all
around, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his
loins even downward, I saw something like the appearance of eish, and it had radiance all
around.

28As the appearance of the keshet (rainbow) that is in the anan in yomhageshem, sowas
the appearance of the radiance all around.
This was the appearance of the demut Kavod HASHEM. Andwhen I saw it, I fell uponmy

face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

2
1And He said untome, Ben Adam, stand upon thy raglayim, and I will speak unto thee.
2 And the Ruach* entered into me just as He spoke unto me, and stood me upon my

raglayim, that I heard Him that spoke untome.
3And He said unto me, Ben Adam, I send thee to the Bnei Yisroel, to Goyim HaMoredim

(Rebellious Nations)† that hath rebelled against Me; they and their Avot have rebelled
against Me, even unto this very day.

4 For they are stubborn banim and chizkei lev (stiff-hearted). I do send thee unto them;
and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM.

5And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will refrain from heeding— for they
are a bais meri (house of rebellion), yet shall they know that there hath been a navi among
them.

6And thou, Ben Adam, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their devarim, though
briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among akrabim (scorpions); be not
afraid of their devarim, nor be afraid at their looks, for they are a bais meri.

7And thou shalt speak My devarim unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they
will refrain from heeding; for they aremeri (rebellious).

8But thou, Ben Adam, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou meri (rebellious) like that
bais hameri (rebellious house). Open thymouth and eat what I give thee.

9 And when I looked, hinei, a yad was sent unto me; and, hinei, a megillat sefer was
therein;

10And He unrolled the megillah before me; and it was written on front and back: and
there was written therein lamentations, andmourning, and woe.

3
1Moreover He said unto me, Ben Adam, eat that thou findest; eat this megillah, and go

speak unto Bais Yisroel.
2 So I openedmymouth, and He causedme to eat that megillah.
3 And He said unto me, Ben Adam, cause thy beten to eat, and fill thy bowels with this

megillah that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was inmymouth as devash for sweetness.
4AndHe said untome, BenAdam, go, get thee unto the Bais Yisroel, and speakMywords

unto them.
5For thou art not sent to an Am Imkei Safah (a people of indecipherable language) and of

obscure lashon, but to Bais Yisroel;
6Not to amimrabbimof indecipherable language andobscure lashonwhosewords thou

canstnotunderstand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, theywouldhavepaidheedunto thee.
7But Bais Yisroel will not pay heed unto thee; for theywill not pay heed untoMe; for kol

Bais Yisroel are khizkei metzach (hard-set of brow) and keshei-lev (hard-hearted).
8 Hinei, I have made thy face chazakim against their faces, and thy metzach chazak

(forehead strong) against their metzach.
9As a shamir (adamant, hardest stone)more chazak than flint have I made thy metzach

(forehead); fear them not, neither be terrified at their looks, though they be a bais meri
(house of rebellion).

10MoreoverHe saiduntome, BenAdam, allMywords that I shall speakunto thee receive
in thine lev, and hear with thine oznayim.

11And go, get thee to themof theGolus, unto the Bnei Amecha, and speakunto them, and
tell them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; whether theywill hear, orwhether theywill refrain.

* 2:2Hakodesh † 2:3 Tribes
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12 Then the Ruach* lifted me and took me up, and I heard behind me a kol ra'ash gadol
(a voice of a great rustling), saying, Baruch Kavod HASHEM fromHis makom (place, home).

13 I heard also the noise of the wings of the Chayos that touched one another, and the
noise of the Ofanim (wheels) opposite them, and a voice of ra'ash gadol.

14 So the Ruach† lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in mar (bitterness), in the
anger of my ruach; but the yad HASHEMwas chazah uponme.

15Then I came to them of the Golus at Tel-Aviv, that dwelt by the Nahar Kevar, and I sat
where they sat, and remained there speechlessly astounded among them shivat yamim.

16And it came to pass at the end of shivat yamim, that the Devar HASHEM came untome,
saying,

17BenAdam, I havemade thee a tzofeh (watchman)unto the Bais Yisroel; therefore hear
the word at Mymouth, and give themwarning fromMe.

18When I say unto the rasha, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning,
nor speakest towarn the rasha fromhis derech harasha'ah, to save his life; the same rasha
shall die in his avon; but I will hold accountable thine yad for his dahm.

19 Yet if thou warn the rasha, and he turn not from his resha, nor from his derech
harasha'ah, he shall die in his avon; but thou hast saved thy nefesh.

20Again,Whena tzaddikdoth turn fromhis tzedek, and commit evil, and I lay amichshol
(stumbling block of temptation) before him, he shall die; because thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in his chattat, and his tzidkot which he hath worked shall not be
remembered; but I will hold accountable thine yad for his dahm.

21Nevertheless if thouwarn the tzaddik, that the tzaddik sin not, and he doth not sin, he
shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast saved thy nefesh.

22And the Yad HASHEM(Hand, Power of HASHEM) was there upon me; and He said unto
me, Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will there speak with thee.

23Then I arose, andwent forth into the plain; and, hinei, the KavodHASHEM stood there,
as the Kavod which I saw by the Nahar Kevar; I fell onmy face.

24 Then the Ruach‡ entered into me, and set me upon my feet, and spoke with me, and
said untome, Go, shut thyself in the confines of thine bais.

25But thou, O Ben Adam, hinei, they tied on thee ropes, and have bound theewith them,
that thou canst not go out among them;

26And Iwillmake thy leshon cleave to the roof of thymouth, that thou shalt bemute, and
shalt not be to them an ishmokhi'ach (admonisher); for they are a bais meri.

27But when I speakwith thee, I will open thymouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus
saith Adonoi HASHEM; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that refuseth, let him refuse;
for they are a bais meri.

4
1Thoualso, BenAdam, take theea levenah (tile, brick), and lay it before thee, andengrave

upon it the Ir, even Yerushalayim;
2 And lay matzor (siege) against it, and erect against it siege works, and build a ramp

against it; set the machanot also against it, and set battering rams against it all around.
3Moreover take thouunto thee amachavat barzel (irongriddle), and set it for a kir barzel

(wall of iron) between thee and the Ir; and set thy face against it, and it shall be besieged,
and thou shalt lay siege against it. This shall be an ot (sign) to Bais Yisroel.

4Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the avon Bais Yisroel upon it; according to the
mispar of the yamim that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their avon.

5 For I have laid upon thee the shanim of their avon (iniquity), according to the mispar
(number) of the yamim, three hundred and ninety days; so shalt thou bear the avon Bais
Yisroel.

6Andwhen thouhast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear
the avon Bais Yehudah forty days; I have appointed thee a day for each year.

7Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward theMatzor Yerushalayim (Siege of Jerusalem),
and thine zero'a shall be bared, and thou shalt prophesy against it.

8 And, hinei, I will tie ropes upon thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side to
another, till thou hast ended the days of thymatzor (siege).

9 Take thou also unto thee chittin (wheat), and se'orim (barley), and fol (beans), and
adosim (lentils), and dochan (millet), and kussemim (spelt), and put them in keli echad,
and make thee lechem thereof, according to the mispar of the yamim that thou shalt lie
upon thy side, three hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.

* 3:12Hakodesh † 3:14Hakodesh ‡ 3:24Hakodesh



YECHEZKEL 4:10 908 YECHEZKEL 5:15

10 And thy okhel (food) which thou shalt eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels a day;
from time to time shalt thou eat it.

11 Thou shalt drink also mayim by measure, the sixth part of a hin: from time to time
shalt thou drink.

12And thou shalt eat it as cakes of se'orim, and thou shalt bake it with dung that cometh
out of ha'adam, in their sight.

13And HASHEM said, Even thus shall the Bnei Yisroel eat their lechem tameh among the
Goyim, whither I will drive them.

14 Then said I, Not so Adonoi HASHEM! Hinei, my nefesh hath not been made tuma'ah
for frommy youth up even till now have I not eaten nevelah or trefah; neither came there
basar piggul into mymouth.

15Then He said unto me, Behold, I have given thee cattle dung instead of dung of adam,
and thou shalt prepare thy lechem therewith.

16Moreover He said unto me, Ben Adam, hinei, I will break the mateh lechem (staff of
bread, food supply) in Yerushalayim: and they shall eat lechem weighted out in rations,
and with worry; and they shall drinkmayim bymeasure, and with amazed alarm:

17 Inorder that lechemandmayimbe scarce, and that every ishandachivbe confounded
with shock and rot away because of their avon.

5
1And thou, Ben Adam, take thee a sharp cherev, take thee a barberʼs ta'ar (razor), and

cause it to pass upon thine rosh and upon thy zakan (beard): then take thee scales for
weighing and divide the hair.

2Thou shalt burnwith flame a third part in themidst of the Ir, when the days of the siege
are fulfilled: and thou shalt take a third part, and strike it all around with the cherev: and
a third part thou shalt scatter in the ruach; and I will draw out the cherev after them.

3Thou shalt also take thereof a few inmispar, and bind them in the folds of thy robes.
4Then take of them again, and cast them into themidst of the eish, and burn them in the

eish; for thereof shall an eish spread unto kol Bais Yisroel.
5Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; This is Yerushalayim: I have set it in themidst of the Goyim

and countries that are all around her.
6And she hath rebelled against Mymishpatim with resha'ah more than the Goyim, and

My chukkot more than the countries that are all around her: for they have refused My
mishpatim andMy chukkot, they have not walked in them.

7Therefore thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: Becausemore than theGoyim that are all around
you, ye have been ungovernable, and have not walked in My chukkot, neither have done
My mishpatim, neither have done according to the mishpatim of the Goyim that are all
around you;

8Therefore thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: Hineni, I, even I, amagainst thee, andwill execute
mishpatim in themidst of thee in the sight of the Goyim.

9And I will do to thee that which I have not done, andwhereunto I will not do anymore
the like, because of kol to'avot of thee.

10 Therefore the avot shall eat banim in the midst of thee, and the banim shall eat their
avot; and I will execute shefatim (judgments, punishments) in thee, and kol she'erit of thee
will I scatter unto kol ruach.

11Therefore, as I live, saithAdonoiHASHEM; Surely, because thouhastmadeMyMikdash
tameh with all thy shikkutzim, and with all thine to'avot, therefore will I also withdraw;
neither shall Mine eye pity, neither will I spare.

12A third part of thee shall die by dever, and by ra'av shall they be consumed in themidst
of thee: and a third part shall fall by the cherev all around thee; and I will scatter a third
part into kol ruach, and I will draw out a cherev after them.

13 Thus shall Mine anger be accomplished, and I will cause My chemah to be satisfied
against them, and Iwill be avenged: and they shall know that I HASHEMhave spoken inMy
kinah, when I have accomplishedMy chemah against them.

14Moreover I will make thee a ruin, and a cherpah among the Goyim that are all around
thee, before the eyes of all that pass by.

15 So it shall be a cherpah (reproach) and a gedufah (taunt), a musar and ameshammah
(astonishment, object of horror) unto the Goyim that are all around thee, when I shall
execute shefatim (judgments) on thee in anger and in chemah and in tokhchot chemah
(furious rebukes). I HASHEM have spoken.



YECHEZKEL 5:16 909 YECHEZKEL 7:8

16When I shall sendupon themdisastrouskhitzim (arrows)of ra'av (famine), which shall
be for mashchit (destruction), and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the
ra'av (famine) upon you, and will break yourmateh lechem (staff of bread, food supply):

17 So will I send upon you ra'av (famine) and chayyah ra'ah (wild beasts), and they shall
leave thee bereaved as childless: and dever and dahm shall pass through thee; and I will
bring the cherev upon thee. I HASHEM have spoken.

6
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben Adam, set thy face toward themountains of Yisroel, and prophesy against them,
3 And say, Ye mountains of Yisroel, hear the Devar Adonoi HASHEM; Thus saith Adonoi

HASHEM to the harim (mountains), and to the geva'ot (hills), to the ravines, and to the
valleys: Hineni, I, even I,will bring a cherevuponyou, and Iwill destroy your*highplaces.

4And your [idolatrous] mizbechot shall be decimated, and your incense altars shall be
demolished; and I will cast down your slain before your gillulim (idols).

5And I will lay the pigrei Bnei Yisroel (dead bodies of the children of Israel) before their
gillulim; and I will scatter your atzmot all around yourmizbechot.

6 In all your moshevot (dwellings) the towns shall be laid waste, and the† high places
shall be desolate; that your mizbechot will be laid waste and made desolate, and your
gillulim (idols) will be broken and cease, and your incense altars will be cut down, and
yourma'asimwill be abolished.

7And the chalal (slain) shall fall in themidst of you, and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.
8 Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the cherev among

the Goyim, when ye shall be scattered among the countries.
9And they that escape of you shall rememberMe among the Goyimwhere they shall be

carried captive, how I have known‡ hurt by the lev hazoneh of them which turned away
from Me, and by their einayot hazonot which went a-whoring after their gillulim; they
shall lothe themselves for the ra'ot (evils)which they have committed in all their to'avot.

10And they shall know that I amHASHEM, and that I havenot servedwarning el-chinnom
(in vain) that I would bring hara'ah hazot upon them.

11Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; strike with thine hand, and stampwith thy regel, and say,
Alas for kol to'avot ra'ot Bais Yisroel! For they shall fall by cherev (sword), by ra'av (famine),
and by dever (plague).

12He that is far off shall die by dever; and he that is near shall fall by cherev; and he that
surviveth and is besieged shall die by ra'av (famine); thus will I accomplish My chemah
(fury) upon them.

13Then shall ye know that I am HASHEM, when their slain shall be among their gillulim
all around theirmizbechot, upon every givah ramah (high hill), in all the tops of the harim,
and under every spreading tree, and under every leafy elah (oak tree), the makom (place)
where they did offer rei'ach nicho'ach to all their gillulim.

14Sowill I stretch outMyyadupon them, andmakeHaAretz desolate, yes,more desolate
than themidbar towardDivlah, in all theirmoshevot (dwellings); then they shall know that
I amHASHEM.

7
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Also, thou ben adam, thus saith Adonoi HASHEM unto Eretz Yisroel: Ketz (End), the End

is come upon the four corners of ha'aretz.
3Now is the Ketz (End, Doom) come upon thee, and I will send Mine anger upon thee,

and will judge thee according to thy drakhim, and will repay thee for all thine to'avot
(abominations).

4AndMine eye shall not pity thee, neitherwill I spare; but Iwill repay thy drakhimupon
thee, and thine to'avot shall be in themidst of thee; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

5Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; A ra'ah, a singular ra'ah, hinei, has come.
6Ketz is come, the ketz is come; it is ripe for thee; hinei, it is come.
7 The Tzefirah (theWeb) is come upon thee, O thou that dwellest in ha'aretz; the time is

come, the YomMehumah (Day of Panic) is near, and not of rejoicing in the harim.
8Nowwill I shortly pour out My fury upon thee, and spendMine anger upon thee; and I

will judge thee according to thy drakhim, and will repay thee for all thine to'avot.

* 6:3 idolatrous † 6:6 idolatrous ‡ 6:9 a cuckoldʼs



YECHEZKEL 7:9 910 YECHEZKEL 8:5

9 And Mine eye shall not pity, neither will I spare; I will repay thee according to thy
drakhimand thine to'avot that are in themidst of thee; andye shall know that I amHASHEM
that striketh.

10Hinei, the Yom, hinei, it is come; The Tzefirah (Web) is gone forth; themateh (rod)hath
blossomed, zadon (pride) hath budded.

11Chamas is risen up intomateh resha (a rod of wickedness); none of them shall remain,
nor of their tumult, nor of any of theirʼs; none of their preeminence.

12 The time is come, the day draweth near; let not the koneh (buyer) rejoice, nor the
mokher (seller)mourn; for charon (wrath) is upon all the multitude thereof.

13For themokher (seller) shall not return to that which is sold, as long as his life is alive;
for the chazon (vision) concerns thewholemultitude thereof, which shall not be reversed;
neither shall any strengthen himself in the avon of his life.

14 They have blown the trumpet, even to make all ready; but none goeth to the
milchamah; for My charon (wrath) is upon all the multitude thereof.

15Thecherev isoutside, and thedeverand thera'av (famine) inside; he that is in the sadeh
shall diewith the cherev; and he that is in the Ir, ra'av (famine) and dever shall devour him.

16But they that survive of them shall escape, and shall be on the harim like doves of the
ge'ayot (valleys), all of themmoaning, every one for his avon.

17All hands shall go limp, and all birkayim (knees) shall be weak as mayim.
18 They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth, and terror shall cover them; and

bushah (shame) shall be upon all faces, and shaved scalps* upon all their heads.
19 They shall cast their kesef in the streets, and their zahav shall be like niddah; their

kesef and their zahav shall not be able to save them in the Yom Evrat HASHEM(Day of the
Wrath of HASHEM); they shall not satisfy their nefashot, neither fill their stomachs; for it
has become the stumbling block of their avon.

20As for the beauty of his jewelry, he set it in ga'on (pride); but they made the tzelem of
their to'avot and of their shikkutzim therein; therefore I will make it like niddah to them.

21And Iwill give it into thehandsof the zarim (strangers) for plunder, and to the resha'im
of ha'aretz for loot; and they shall defile it.

22 My face will I turn also from them, and they shall desecrate My treasure; for the
robbers shall enter into it,† and defile it.

23Make a chain; for ha'aretz is full of mishpat damim, and the ir is full of chamas.
24 Therefore I will bring the worst of the Goyim, and they shall possess their batim

(houses); I will also make the ga'on (pride) of the mighty to cease; and their mikdashim
(holy places) shall be defiled.

25Terror cometh; and they shall seek shalom, and there shall be none.
26 Disaster shall come upon disaster, and rumor shall be upon rumor; then shall they

seek a chazon (vision) from the navi; but the torah shall perish from the kohen, and etzah
from the zekenim (elders).

27HaMelech shall mourn, and the nasi shall be clothed with despair, and the hands of
the am ha'aretz shall fearfully tremble; I will do unto them according to their derech, and
according to their mishpatimwill I judge them; and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

8
1And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixthmonth, in the fifth day of themonth, as

I sat inmine bais, and the zekenim of Yehudah sat beforeme, that the yad Adonoi HASHEM
fell there uponme.

2 Then I beheld, and hinei a demut (likeness) as of the appearance of eish; from the
appearance of His waist and downward, eish; and from His waist and upward, as the
appearance of zohar (brightness), as of gleaming amber.

3And He put forth the form of a yad, and tookme by a lock of mine rosh; and the Ruach
liftedme up betweenHa'Aretz and Shomayim, and broughtme inmar'ot Elohim ([divinely
granted] visions) to Yerushalayim, to the Petach Sha'ar Hapenimit (entrance of the inner
gate), the one facing north; where was the moshav (seat) of the semel hakinah (statue of
jealousy), which provoketh [HASHEMʼs] jealousy.

4And, hinei, the Kavod Elohei Yisroel was there, according to the mareh (vision) that I
saw in the plain.

5Then saidHe untome, Ben adam, lift up thine eynayimnow the derech (toward) north.
So I lifted up mine eynayim the derech (toward) north, and hinei northward at the Sha'ar
HaMizbe'ach was this semel hakinah in the entrance.

* 7:18 the sign of mourning † 7:22 i.e., Yerushalayim
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6He said furthermore unto me, Ben adam, seest thou what they do? Even the to'evot
gedolot (great abominations) that Bais Yisroel committeth here, causing that I go far off
from My Mikdash? But turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see to'evot gedolot (greater
abominations).

7And He brought me to the petach (entrance) of the khatzer (court); and when I looked,
hinei, a hole in the kir (wall)!

8Then said He unto me, Ben adam, dig now in the kir (wall); and when I had dug in the
kir (wall), hinei, a petach (entrance).

9And He said unto me, Go in, and behold the to'evot hara'ot (wicked abominations) that
they do here.

10 So I went in and saw; and, hinei, every form of remes (creeping things), and behemah
sheketz (abominable beasts), and all the gillulim (idols) of the Bais Yisroel, portrayed upon
the kir (wall) all around.

11And there stood before them seventy ish of the zekenim of the Bais Yisroel, and in the
midst of them stood Ya'azanyahuBen Shaphan, with every ish hismikteret (censer, incense
burner) in his yad; and a thick anan (cloud) of ketoret (incense)went up.

12Then said He unto me, Ben adam, hast thou seen what the zekenim of Bais Yisroel do
in the choshech (dark), every ish in the cheder (room) of his maskit (image)? For they say,
HASHEM seeth us not; HASHEM hath forsaken ha'aretz.

13He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see to'evot gedolot (greater
abominations) that they do.

14 Then He brought me to the petach sha'ar Beis HASHEM toward the north; and, hinei,
there sat nashimweeping for Tammuz.

15Then saidHe untome, Hast thou seen this, O ben adam? Turn thee yet again, and thou
shalt see to'evot gedolot (greater abominations) than these.

16AndHebroughtme into the khatzer BeisHASHEMhapenimit,* and, hinei, at the petach
(entrance) of the Heikhal HASHEM, between the Ulam and the Mizbe'ach, were about five
and twenty ish, with their backs toward the Heikhal HASHEM, and their faces toward the
east; and they bowing down toward the east worshiping the sun.

17 Then He said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O ben adam? Is it a trivial thing to Bais
Yehudah that they commit the to'evot (abominations) which they commit here? For they
have filled ha'aretz with chamas, and yet have returned to provoke Me to anger; and,
behold, they put the branch to their nose.

18Thereforewill I also deal in chemah (fury); Mine eye shall not pity, neitherwill I spare;
and though they cry inMine oznayimwith a kol gadol, yet will I not hear them.

9
1 Then He cried also in mine oznayim with a kol gadol (loud voice), saying, Cause them

that have charge over the Ir to drawnear, even every ishwithhis kelimashchet (destroying
weapon) in his yad.

2 And, hinei, shishah anashim (six men) came from the derech of the Sha'ar HaElyon,
which lieth toward the north, and every ish a keli mapatz (slaughter weapon) of his in his
yad; and one ish among themwas clothedwith linen, with a keset hasofer (writing case) at
his side; and they went in, and stood beside theMizbe'ach HaNechoshet.

3And the Kavod Elohei Yisroel was gone up from the Keruv (Cherub), whereupon it was,
to the miftan HaBeis [HaMikdash] (the Threshold of the Beis [HaMikdash]). And He called
to the ish clothed with linen, which had the keset hasofer at his side;

4 And HASHEM said unto him, Go through the midst of the Ir, through the midst of
Yerushalayim, and put a TAV upon the mitzekhot (foreheads) of the anashim that grieve
and lament for kol hato'evot that are being done in themidst thereof.

5And to the others He said in mine hearing, Go ye through the Ir after him,* and strike
down; let not your eye have pity, and do not spare;

6 Slay utterly zaken (old man) and bochur (young man), betulah, little children, and
nashim; but come not near any ish uponwhom is the TAV; and begin atMyMikdash. Then
they began with the anashim hazekenimwhich were before the Beis.†

7And He said unto them, Make the Beis‡ tameh, and fill the khatzerot (coutyards) with
chalalim (slain ones); go ye forth. And they went forth, and slaughtered in the Ir.

* 8:16 i.e., the Court of the Kohanim * 9:5 i.e., the man with the scribal kit † 9:6 HaMikdash 1K 4:17 ‡ 9:7
HaMikdash
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8And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that I fell upon my
face, and cried out, and said, Ah, Adonoi HASHEM! Wilt Thou destroy kol She'erit Yisroel in
Thy pouring out of Thy chemah (wrath, fury) upon Yerushalayim?

9 Then He said unto me, The avon Bais Yisroel and Yehudah is exceeding great, and
HaAretz is full of damim, and the Ir full of injustice; for they say, HASHEM hath forsaken
Ha'Aretz, and HASHEM seeth not.

10And as for Me, Mine eye shall show no pity, neither will I spare, but I will recompense
their derech upon their rosh.

11And, hinei, the ish clothed with linen, which had the keset ([writing] case) at his side,
reported, saying, I have done as Thou hast commandedme.

10
1Then I looked, and, hinei, above the raki'a that was over the rosh of the Keruvim there

appeared over them something like a sapphire stone, as the appearance of the demut
(likeness) of a kisse (throne).

2 And He spoke unto the ish clothed with linen, and said, Come in between the galgal
(wheelwork), even under the Keruv, and fill thine yad with coals of eish from among the
Keruvim, and scatter them over the Ir.
And he went in inmy sight.
3Now the Keruvim stood on the right* side of the Beis,† when the ish went in; and the

anan (cloud) filled the khatzer hapenimit‡(innermost courtyard).
4 Then the Kavod HASHEM went up from the Keruv, and stood over the threshold of the

Beis; and the Beis was filled with the anan (cloud), and the khatzer (courtyard)was full of
the radiance of the Kavod HASHEM.

5 And the sound of the wings of the Keruvim was heard even as far as the khatzer
hakhitzonah (the outer court), like the voice of El Shaddai when He speaketh.

6And it came to pass, that when He had commanded the ish clothed with linen, saying,
Take eish frombetween theGalgal (Wheelwork), frombetween theKeruvim; then hewent
in, and stood beside the Ofan (Wheel).

7AndoneKeruvstretched forthhis yad frombetween theKeruvimunto theeish thatwas
between the Keruvim, and took thereof, and put it into the hands of him that was clothed
with linen: who took it, and went out.

8And Keruvim appeared to have the tavnit (form) of a yad adam under their kenafayim
(wings).

9And when I looked, hinei, the four Ofanim (wheels) by the Keruvim, one Ofan beside
one Keruv, and another Ofan beside another Keruv: and the appearance of the Ofanim
was like the color of tarshish even (stone).

10And as for their appearance, there was one demut (likeness) for the four of them, like
that it was the Ofan within the Ofan.

11When they went, they went toward their four sides; they did not turn aside as they
went, but to the makom (place) where the rosh looked they followed it; they did not turn
aside as they went.

12And their whole basar, and their backs, and their hands, and their kenafayim (wings),
and the Ofanim, were full of eynayim all around, even the Ofanim that they four had.

13As for the Ofanim, they were called inmy hearing, The Galgal!
14And every one had four panim (faces): the first face was the face of a Keruv, and the

second face was the face of an Adam, and the third face of an Aryeh, and the fourth the
face of a Nesher.

15And the Keruvimwere lifted up. This is the Chayah (Living Creature) that I saw by the
Kevar River.

16And when the Keruvim went, the Ofanim went beside them: and when the Keruvim
lifted up their kenafayim (wings) to mount up from ha'aretz, the Ofanim turned not away
from beside them.

17When they stood, these stood; andwhen theywere liftedup, these liftedup themselves
also: for the Ruach of the Chayah was in them.

18 Then the Kavod HASHEM departed from off the threshold of the Beis, and stood over
the Keruvim.

19 And the Keruvim lifted up their kenafayim (wings), and mounted up from ha'aretz
before my eyes: when they went out, the Ofanim also were beside them, and every one

* 10:3 south † 10:3Hamikdash ‡ 10:3 1Kgs 8:10
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stood at the petach sha'ar Beis HASHEM hakadmoni (eastern gate of the Beis HaMikdash of
HASHEM); and the Kavod Elohei Yisroel was over them from above.

20This is the Chayah that I saw under Elohei Yisroel by the Kevar River; and I knew that
they were the Keruvim.

21Every one had four panim (faces) each, and every one four kenafayim (wings); and the
demut (likeness) of the yedei adam (human hand)was under their kenafayim (wings).

22And the demut (likeness) of their panim (faces)was the samepanimwhich I sawby the
Kevar River, their appearances and themselves: they went every one straight forward.

11
1 Moreover the Ruach lifted me up, and brought me unto the Sha'ar Beis HASHEM

hakadmoni (eastern gate of the Beis HaMikdash ofHASHEM), and hinei at the petach of the
Sha'ar five and twenty ish; among whom I saw Ya'azanyah Ben Azur, and Pelatyahu Ben
Benayahu, sarim of HaAm.

2 Then said He unto me, Ben adam, these are the anashim that plot evil, and give atzat
rah (evil counsel) in this ir,

3Which say, The end is not near; let us build batim (houses): this ir is the caldron, andwe
are the basar.

4Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O ben adam.
5 And the Ruach HASHEM fell upon me, and said unto me, Speak: Thus saith HASHEM;

Thus have ye said, O Bais Yisroel: for I know the things that come into your ruach, every
one of them.

6 Ye have multiplied your slain in this ir, and ye have filled the streets thereof with the
slain.

7Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Your slain whom ye have placed in the midst of
it, they are the basar, and this ir is the caldron; but I will bring you forth out of themidst of
it.

8Ye have feared the cherev; and I will bring a cherev upon you, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
9And Iwill bring you out of themidst thereof, and deliver you into the yad of zarim, and

will execute shefatim (judgments) among you.
10Ye shall fall by the cherev; I will judge you at the border of Yisroel; and ye shall know

that I amHASHEM.
11This ir shall not be your caldron, neither shall ye be the basar in themidst thereof; but

I will judge you at the border of Yisroel;
12And ye shall know that I am HASHEM; for ye have not walked in My chukkot, neither

executed My mishpatim, but have done after the mishpatim of the Goyim that are all
around you.

13And it came to pass, when I prophesied, that Pelatyahu Ben Benayah died. Then I fell
down upon my face, and cried out with a kol gadol, and said, Ah, Adonoi HASHEM! Wilt
Thoumake a full end of the she'erit (remnant) Yisroel?

14Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
15 Ben adam, thy brethren, even thy relatives, the anashim of thy geulah, and kol Bais

Yisroel wholly, are those of whom the inhabitants of Yerushalayim have said, They* have
gone far fromHASHEM; unto us is this land given in possession.

16Therefore say, Thus saithAdonoiHASHEM; Although I have cast them far offamong the
Goyim, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a
mikdashme'at (little holy place) in the countries where they went.

17Therefore say, Thus saithAdonoiHASHEM; Iwill even gather you from thenations, and
assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you Eretz
Yisroel.

18 And they shall come there, and they shall remove all the shikkutzim thereof and all
the to'avot (abominations) thereof from her.†

19And I will give them a lev echad, and I will put a ruach chadashah (new regenerated
spirit)within you; and I will remove the lev haeven (heart of stone) out of their basar, and
will give them a lev basar;

20That theymaywalk inMychukkot, andbe shomeroverMinemishpatim, anddo them;
and they shall be My people, and I will be their Elohim.

21But as for themwhose lev walketh after the lev of their shikkutzim and their to'avot, I
will repay their derech upon their own rosh, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

* 11:15 the Exiles † 11:18 Eretz Yisroel
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22 Then did the Keruvim lift up their wings, and the Ofanim (wheels) beside them; and
the Kavod Elohei Yisroel was high above them.

23And theKavodHASHEMwent up from themidst of the Ir, and stoodupon the harwhich
is on the east side of the ir.

24Afterward theRuach liftedmeup, andbroughtme inamar'eh (vision) [inspired]by the
Ruach Elohim into Kasdim (Chaldea, Babylon), to them of the Golus. So the mareh (vision)
that I had seen went up fromme.

25Then I spoke unto them of the Golus all the things that HASHEM had showedme.

12
1The Davar HASHEM also came untome, saying,
2 Ben adam, thou dwellest in the midst of a bais hameri (rebellious house) which have

eynayim to see, and see not; they have oznayim to hear, and hear not; for they are a bais
meri (house of rebellion).

3 Therefore, thou ben adam, pack for the Golus thy belongings and go into captivity by
day before their eyes; and thou shalt remove from thy makom (place, home) to another
makom in their sight; it may be they will consider, though they be bais meri (a rebellious
house).

4Then shalt thoubring forth thy gear byday in their sight, as gear for theGolus; and thou
shalt go forth at erev in their sight, as they that go forth into the Golus.

5Dig thou through the kir (wall) in their sight, and carry out [everything] thereby.
6 In their sight shalt thou bear it upon thy katef (shoulder), and carry it forth in the

twilight; thou shalt cover thy face, that thou see not ha'aretz; for I have set thee for amofet
(sign, symbol, portent) unto Bais Yisroel.*

7And I did so as I was commanded. I brought forthmy gear by day, as gear for the Golus,
and at erev I dug through the kir (wall)withmine yad; I carried it forth in the twilight, and
I bore it uponmy katef (shoulder) in their sight.

8And in the boker came the Devar HASHEM untome, saying,
9Ben adam, hath not Bais Yisroel, the bais hameri (the rebellious house), said unto thee,

What doest thou?
10 Say thou unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; This massa (burden) concerneth the

nasi† in Yerushalayim, and kol Bais Yisroel that are among them.
11 Say, I am your mofet; just as I have done, so shall it be done unto them: they shall be

carried away into the Golus and go into captivity.
12And the nasi that is among them shall bear [his gear] upon his katef (shoulder) in the

twilight, and shall go forth; they shall dig through the kir (wall) to carry out thereby; he
shall cover his face, that he see not ha'aretz with the ayin (eye).‡

13Mynet alsowill I spread over him, and he shall be caught inMy snare; and Iwill bring
him to Bavel to Eretz Kasdim (Chaldeans); yet shall he not see it, though he shall die there.§

14And Iwill scatter toward every ruach (wind) all that are about him to help him, and all
his troops; and I will draw out the cherev after them.

15And they shall know that I am HASHEM, when I shall scatter them among the Goyim,
and disperse them throughout the countries.

16 But I will leave a few anashim of them from the cherev, from the ra'av (famine), and
from the dever; that they may declare all their to'avot among the Goyim to where they
come; and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

17Moreover the Devar HASHEM came tome, saying,
18Ben adam, eat thy lechem with fearful shaking, and drink thy mayim with trembling

and with anxiety;
19And say unto the am ha'aretz: Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM regarding the inhabitants

of Yerushalayim, and of Admat Yisroel (Land of Israel); they shall eat their lechem with
anxiety, and, as desolate, drink their mayim, because her land shall be desolate from all
that is therein, because of the chamas of all them that dwell therein.

20 And the towns that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and ha'aretz shall be desolate;
and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

21And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
22 Ben adam, what is that mashal that ye have in Admat Yisroel, saying, The days drag

on, and every chazon (vision) faileth [to come to anything].

* 12:6 See 2Kgs 25:7 † 12:10 i.e. Zedekiah ‡ 12:12 See 2Kgs 25:7 § 12:13 See 2Kgs 25:7
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23Tell them therefore, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: I will make this mashal to cease, and
they shall no more use it as a mashal in Yisroel; but say unto them, The days are at hand,
even the fulfillment of kol chazon.

24For there shall be nomore any chazon shav (vain vision)nor smooth divinationwithin
Bais Yisroel.

25 For I am HASHEM: I will speak, and the davar that I shall speak shall come to pass; it
shall be no more delayed; for in your days, O Bais Hameri (O Rebellious House), will I say
the Davar (Word), and will fulfill it, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

26Again the Devar HASHEM came tome, saying.
27Benadam, hinei, they of Bais Yisroel say, The chazon that he seeth is for yamimrabbim

to come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off.
28Therefore say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; There shall none ofMyDevarim

be delayed any more, but the Davar which I have spoken shall be done, saith Adonoi
HASHEM.

13
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2 Ben adam, prophesy against the nevi'im of Yisroel that prophesy, and say thou unto

them that prophesy out of their own levavot, Hear ye the Devar HASHEM;
3Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hoy (woe, doom) unto the foolish nevi'im, that follow their

own ruach, and have seen nothing!
4O Yisroel, thy nevi'im are like the jackals among ruins.
5 Ye have not gone up into the peratzot (breaches), neither repaired the wall for Bais

Yisroel to stand firm in themilchamah (battle) in the YomHASHEM.
6They have seen shav (vanity) and kesemkazav (lying divination), saying, HASHEM saith;

and HASHEM hath not sent them; yet they hope that their davar will be fulfilled.
7Have yenot seen a vain vision, andhave yenot spokenakesemkazav (lyingdivination),

whereas ye say, HASHEM saith it; albeit I have not spoken?
8Therefore thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: Because yehave spoken shav (vanity, futility) and

seen kazav (lie), therefore, hineni, I am against you, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
9AndMine yad shall be against the nevi'im that see shav (vanity, futility), and that divine

kazav (lie): they shall not be in the sod (council) ofMy people, neither shall they bewritten
in the Ketav (Register) of Bais Yisroel, neither shall they enter into Admat Yisroel; and ye
shall know that I am Adonoi HASHEM.

10 Because, even because they have seduced My people to lead them astray, saying,
Shalom; v'ein shalom; and one built up a chayitz (wall, partition, temporary wall), and,
hinei, others plastered it with [dissolving] mud-plaster.

11 Say unto them that plaster it with* mud-plaster that it shall fall: there shall be an
overflowing geshem; and great hailstones shall fall; and a ruach se'arot (stormwind) shall
burst forth.

12Hinei, when the kir (wall) is fallen, shall it not be said unto you, Where is the mud-
plaster wherewith ye have daubed it?

13Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; I will even cause a ruach se'arot (stormwind) in
My wrath; and there shall be an overflowing geshem in Mine anger, and great hailstones
in My fury to destroy.

14 So will I break down the kir (wall) that ye have plastered with mud-plaster, and bring
it down to the ground, so that the yesod (foundation) thereof shall be laid bare, and it shall
fall, and ye shall be destroyed in themidst thereof; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

15 Thus will I spend My chemah (wrath) upon the kir (wall), and upon them that have
plastered it withmud-plaster, andwill say unto you, The kir (wall) is nomore, neither they
that mud-plastered it;

16Namely, the nevi'im of Yisroel which prophesy concerning Yerushalayim, and which
see chazon shalom for her, v'ein shalom, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

17 Likewise, thou ben adam, set thy face against the banot amecha (daughters of your
people), which prophesy out of their own lev; and prophesy thou against them,

18 And say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hoy (woe, doom) to the seamstresses of magic
charms on wrists, who make mispachot (amulets) for the rosh of every size to hunt
nefashot! Will ye hunt the nefashot of My people, and yet save your own nefashot alive?

19 And will ye profane Me among My people for handfuls of se'orim and for pieces of
lechem, to slay the nefashot that should not die, and to save the nefashot alive that should
not live, by your kazav (lying) to My people that hear your kazav?

* 13:11 dissolving, useless
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20 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I am against your magic charms,
wherewith ye there hunt to ensnare the nefashot like birds, and Iwill tear them fromyour
arms, and will let the nefashot go, even the nefashot that ye hunt like birds.

21Yourmispachot (amulets) alsowill I tear off, and Iwill saveMy people out of your yad,
and they shall be no more in your yad (hand, power) to be hunted; and ye shall know that
I amHASHEM.

22Becausewith sheker (falsehood) ye havemade the lev tzaddik sad, towhom I have not
brought sadness; and strengthened the hands of the rasha, that he should not turn from
his derech harah to save his life;

23 Therefore ye shall see no longer shav (vanity, futility), nor practice divinations; for I
will saveMy people out of your yad; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

14
1Then came certain anashim of the zekenim of Yisroel unto me, and sat before me.
2And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
3 Ben adam, these anashim have set up their gillulim (idols) in their lev, and put the

michshol (stumbling block) of their avon before their face; should I be inquired of at all
by them?

4Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Every ish
of Bais Yisroel that setteth up his gillulim in his lev, and putteth the michshol (stumbling
block) of his avon before his face, and cometh to the navi; I HASHEM will answer him that
cometh according to themultitude of his gillulim;

5 That I may seize Bais Yisroel in their lev, who have become estranged from me, all of
them, for their gillulim (idols).

6Therefore say unto Bais Yisroel, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Make teshuvah, and turn
yourselves away fromyour gillulim (idols); and turn away your faces from all your to'avot
(abominations).

7For every one of Bais Yisroel, or of the ger that sojourneth in Yisroel, which separateth
himself from Me, and setteth up his gillulim (idols) in his lev (heart), and putteth the
michshol (stumbling block) of his avon (iniquity) before his face, and cometh to a navi
(prophet) to inquire of him concerningMe; I HASHEMwill answer him byMyself;

8And Iwill set My face against that ish, andwill make him an ot (sign) and formeshalim
(proverbs),* and Iwill cut him off from themidst ofMy people; and ye shall know that I am
HASHEM.

9And if thenavi be induced tomakeapronouncement, IHASHEMhave induced that navi,
and I will stretch out My yad against him, and will make him shmad from themidst of My
people Yisroel.

10And they shall bear the punishment of their avon; the punishment of the navi shall be
even as the punishment of him that inquireth of him;

11 That Bais Yisroel may go no more astray from Me, neither be made tameh any more
with all their peysha'im; but that they may be My people, and I may be to them Elohim,
saith Adonoi HASHEM.

12The Devar HASHEM came again to me, saying,
13Benadam,wheneretz sinnethagainstMebypersistentma'al (faithlessness, treachery),

thenwill I stretch outMine yad upon it, andwill break thematteh lechem thereof, andwill
send ra'av (famine) upon it, and will cut off adam and behemah from it;

14Though these threeanashim—Noach, Daniel, and Iyov—were in it, theywoulddeliver
but their own nefesh by their tzedakah, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

15 If I cause chayyah ra'ah (wild beasts) to pass through ha'aretz, and they bereave it of
children, so that it be desolate, that no onemay pass through because of the beasts;

16 Though these sheloshet ha'anashim were in the midst of it, as I live, saith Adonoi
HASHEM, they shall deliver neither banim nor banot; only they shall be delivered, but
ha'aretz shall be desolate.

17Or if I bring a cherev upon that land, and say, Cherev, pass through ha'aretz; so that I
cut off adam and behemah from it;

18 Though these sheloshet ha'anashim were in it, as I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, they
would deliver neither banim nor banot, but they only themselves would be delivered.

19Or if I send a dever (plague) into that land, and pour out My chemah (fury) upon it in
dahm, to cut off from it adam and behemah;

* 14:8 i.e., make him a byword and an object lesson
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20Though Noach, Daniel, and Iyov were in it, as I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, they would
deliver neither ben nor bat; they would but deliver their own nefashot by their tzedakah.

21For thus saith AdonoiHASHEM: Howmuchworsewill it bewhen I sendMy four severe
judgments upon Yerushalayim— the cherev, and the ra'av (famine), and the chayyah ra'ah
(wild beast), and the dever— to cut off from it adam and behemah?

22 Yet, hinei, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought out, both banim
and banot; behold, they shall come forth unto you, and ye shall see their derech and
their doings; and ye shall be consoled concerning the ra'ah that I have brought upon
Yerushalayim, even concerning all that I have brought upon it.

23And they shall console you, when ye see their drakhim and their doings; and ye shall
know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in it, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

15
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2Ben adam, how is the etz hagefen (wood of the grapevine) better than any tree, or than

a branch which is among the trees of the forest?
3Shall wood be taken thereof to do anywork? Orwillmen take a yated (peg) of it to hang

any vessel thereon?
4Hinei, it is cast into the eish for fuel; the eish devoureth both the ends of it, and the

middle of it is charred. Is it fit for anymelachah (work)?
5Hinei, when it was tamim (whole), it was fit for no work; how much less shall it be fit

yet for any work, when the eish hath devoured it, and it is charred?
6Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: As the etz hagefen among the trees of the forest,

which I have given to the eish for fuel, so will I give the inhabitants of Yerushalayim.
7And I will set My face against them; they shall go out from one eish, and another eish

shall devour them; and ye shall have da'as that I am HASHEM, when I set My face against
them.

8And I will make ha'aretz desolate, because they have committed ma'al (unfaithfulness,
betrayal of a trust), saith Adonoi HASHEM.

16
1Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2Ben adam, cause Yerushalayim to know her to'avot (abominations),
3And say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM unto Yerushalayim: Thy origin and thy birth are

from Eretz HaKena'ani; avicha was HaEmori (the Amorite) and your em Chittit (a Hittite).
4 And as for thy moledot (birth), in the day thou wast born thy navel cord was not

cut, neither wast thou washed in mayim to cleanse thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor
swaddled at all.

5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee;
but thou wast cast out into the open sadeh, when thou thyself were loathed, in your yom
huledet (day of birth).

6Andwhen I passed by thee, and saw thee flailing about in thine own dahm, I said unto
thee when thou wast in thy dahm, Chayi! (live!) Indeed, I said unto thee when thou wast
in thy dahm, Chayi!

7 I have caused thee tomultiply as the tzemach of the sadeh, and thouhast increased and
matured, and thou art come to excellent beauty; thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair
is grown, whereas thou wast erom (naked) and bare.

8Nowwhen Ipassedby thee, and lookedupon thee, hinei, thy timewas the timeofdodim
(love); and I spread My kanaf (wing, corner of garment) over thee, and covered thy ervah
(nakedness); indeed, I swore an oath unto thee, and entered into a brit with thee, saith
Adonoi HASHEM, and thou becamest Mine.

9 Then washed I thee with mayim; indeed, I thoroughly washed away thy dahm from
thee, and I anointed thee with shemen.

10 I clothed thee also with embroidered cloth, and shod thee with tachash leather, and I
girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk.

11 I decked thee also with jewelry, and I put tzemidim (bracelets) upon thy hands, and a
necklace chain on thy neck.

12 And I put a nezem (ring) in thy nose, and earrings in thine oznayim, and an ateret
tiferet upon thine rosh.

13 Thus wast thou decked with zahav and kesef; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and
silk, and embroidered cloth; thou didst eat fine flour, and devash, and shemen; and thou
wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst become fit for royalty.
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14And thy shem (name, renown)went forth among the Goyim on account of thy beauty;
for it was perfect, through My hadar (splendor) which I had set upon thee, saith Adonoi
HASHEM.

15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the zonah because of thy
renown, and pouredst out thy harlotry on every one that passed by; his it became.

16And of thy begadim thou didst take, and adorned thy bamot te'lu'ot (gaudy high places,
cult prostitution brilliantly colored harlot “beds”), and playedst the zonah thereupon; such
things should not come, neither should they be.

17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of My zahav and of My kesef, which I had given
thee, and madest to thyself tzelamim (images) of zachar (male),* and didst play the zonah
with them,

18And tookest thy embroidered garments, and coveredst them;† and thou hast set Mine
shemen andMine ketoret before them.‡

19 My lechem also which I gave thee, solet (fine flour), and shemen, and devash,
wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even set it before them§ for a re'ach hannichoach; and
it was thus, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

20Moreover thou hast taken thy banim and thy banot, whom thou hast borne unto Me,
and these hast thou sacrificed unto them* to be devoured. Was this thy zonah harlotry not
enough,

21That thouhast slaughteredMybanim, and offered them to cause them to pass through
the eish for them?†

22And in all thine to'avot and thy zonah harlotry thou hast not remembered the days of
thy youth, when thou wast erom (naked) and bare, and wast flailing about in thy dahm.

23 And it came to pass after all thy ra'ah (wickedness) — Oy, oy unto thee! saith Adonoi
HASHEM—

24 That thou hast also built unto thee a gev (eminent place, cult prostitution shrine), and
hast made thee a ramah (platform) in every rechov (public square).

25Thou hast built thy ramah at rosh derech (crossroad), and hast made thy beauty to be
abhorred, and hast spread open thy raglayim to every one that passed by, and multiplied
thy zonah harlotry.

26 Thou hast also played the zonah fornicator with the Mitzrayim, thy very fleshy
neighbors; and hast increased thy zonah harlotry, to provokeMe to anger.

27Hinei, therefore I have stretched out My yad against thee, and have diminished thine
food ration, and delivered thee unto the nefesh (passionate desire) of them that hate thee,
thebanotPelishtim (daughtersof thePhilistines),whichareashamedof thyderechzimmah
(lewd deportment).

28 Thou hast played the zonah also with Ashur, because thou wast insatiable; indeed,
thou hast played the zonahwith them, and yet couldest not be satisfied.

29Thou hast moreovermultiplied thy zenut to eretz Kena'an unto Chaldea; and yet thou
wast not satisfied therewith.

30How degenerate is thine lev, saith Adonoi HASHEM, seeing thou doest all these things,
the work of a brazen isha zonah;

31 In that thou buildest thine gev in rosh kol derech, and makest thine ramah in every
rechov; and hast not been as a zonah, in that thou scornest hire;

32But as the isha (wife) the mena'efet (one that commiteth adultery), which taketh zarim
instead of her ish!

33They givenedeh (gifts) to all zonot; but thou givest thynadan (gift) to all thy lovers, and
hirest them, that theymay come unto thee on every side for thy zenut.

34 And the opposite is in thee from other nashim in thy zonah harlotry, whereas none
doth solicit thee to commit zonah harlotry: and in that thou givest an etnan (payment),
and no etnan is given unto thee, therefore thou art opposite.

35Therefore, O zonah, hear the Devar HASHEM.
36 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because thy passion was poured out, and thy ervah

uncovered through thy zonah harlotry with thy lovers, and with all the gillulim (idols) of
thy to'avot, and by the dahm of thy banim, which thou didst give unto them;

37Hineni, therefore Iwill gather all thy lovers, withwhom thou hast taken pleasure, and
all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou hast hated; I will even gather them
around about against thee, and will uncover thy ervah (nakedness) unto them, that they
may see all thy ervah (nakedness, pudenda).

* 16:17 i.e., phallic symbols † 16:18 the idols ‡ 16:18 the idols § 16:19 the idols * 16:20 the idols † 16:21
the idols
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38And Iwill judge thee, as nashim that are guilty of no'afot (acts of adulteresses, breaking
wedlock)andshefachdahmare judged; and Iwill bringdahmupon thee in chemah (wrath)
and kina (jealousy).

39And I will also give thee into their yad, and they shall throw down thine gev, and shall
break down thy ramot (highplaces, cult prostitution sites of paganworship); they shall strip
theealsoof thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, and leave theeerom (naked)andbare.

40 They shall also bring up a kahal against thee, and they shall stone thee with stones,
and hack thee to bits with their charavot (swords).

41And they shall burn thine batim (houses)with eish, and execute shefatim (judgments)
upon thee in the sight of many nashim; and I will cause thee to cease from playing the
zonah, and thou also shalt give no etnan (payment) anymore.

42 So will I make My chemah (wrath) toward thee to rest, and My kina (jealousy) shall
depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be nomore angry.

43Because thou hast not remembered the days of thy youth, but hast provokedMe in all
these things; therefore surely I also will repay thy derech upon thine rosh, saith Adonoi
HASHEM; and thou shalt not commit this zimmah (lewdness) in addition to all thine to'avot.

44Hinei, every one that useth proverbs shall use this mashal against thee, saying, As is
the imma (mother), so is her bat (daughter).

45 Thou art bat of thy em, that despised her ish and her banim; and thou art the achot
(sister) of thy akhayot, which despised their anashim and their banim; your em was a
Chittit (Hittite), and your av an Emori (Amorite).

46And thine elder achot (sister) is Shomron, she and her banot that dwell to thy north;
and thy younger achot, that dwelleth to thy south, is Sodom and her banot.

47Yet hast thounotwalked after their drakhim, nor done after their to'avot; but, as if that
were too little a thing, thou wast corruptedmore than they in all thy drakhim.

48 As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, Sodom thy achot (sister) hath not done, she nor her
banot, as thou hast done, thou and thy banot.

49Hinei, this was the avon Sodom thy achot; ga'on (pride), over fullness of lechem, and
abundance of idleness was in her and in her banot, neither did she strengthen the yad of
the oni (poor) and evyon (needy).

50And theywerehaughty, and committed to'evahbeforeMe; therefore I took themaway
as I saw.

51Neither hath Shomron committed half of thy chattot (sins); but thou hast multiplied
thine to'avot more than they, and hast made thy akhayot (sisters) seem righteous in all
thine to'avot which thou hast done.

52 Thou also, which hast judged thy akhayot (sisters), bear thine own shame for thy
chattot (sins) that thou hast committed more abominable than theirs; they are more
righteous than thou; indeed, be thou disgraced also, and bear thy shame, in that thou hast
made thy akhayot (sisters) seem righteous.

53 When I shall restore their fortunes, the fortunes of Sodom and her banot, and the
fortunes of Shomron and her banot, then will I restore the fortunes of thy fortune among
them:

54That thoumayest bear thine own shame, andmayest be disgraced in all that thou hast
done, in that thou art a comfort unto them.

55When thy akhayot (sisters), Sodom and her banot, shall return to their former state,
and Shomron and her banot shall return to their former state, then thou and thy banot
shall return to your former state.

56 For thy achot (sister) Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in the day of thy ga'on
(pride),

57Before thy ra'ah (wickedness)wasuncovered, as at the timeof the cherpah (disgrace)of
the banot Aram (Syria), and all that are around her, the banot of the Pelishtim (Philistines),
which despise thee all around.

58 Thou hast borne [the penalty of] thy zimmah (lewdness) and thine to'avot, saith
HASHEM.

59For thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: Iwill even dealwith thee as thouhast done,which hast
despised the oath in breaking the brit (covenant).

60Nevertheless I will remember My Brit (covenant) with thee in the days of thy youth,
and I will establish unto thee a Brit Olam.
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61Then thou shalt remember thy drakhim, and be ashamed,when thou shalt receive thy
akhayot (sisters), thine elder and thy younger; and Iwill give themunto thee for banot, but
not because of thy brit (covenant).‡

62 And I will establish My Brit (covenant) with thee; and thou shalt know that I am
HASHEM;

63 That thou mayest remember, and be ashamed, and never open thy mouth any more
because of thy shame, when I have made kapporah (atonement)§ toward thee for all that
thou hast done, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

17
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2Ben adam, put forth an allegory, and speak amashal unto the Bais Yisroel;
3And say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: A nesher hagadol with great kenafayim (wings),

long pinions, full of plumage, which had various colors, came unto Levanon, and took the
highest branch of the cedar.

4He broke off its topmost young twig, and carried it into an eretz kena'an (land of trade);
he set it in a city of merchants.*

5He took also of the zera of ha'aretz, and planted it in a fertile sadeh; he placed it by
abundant mayim, and set it out like a willow tree.

6 And it yitzmach (sprouted), and became a spreading gefen of low stature, whose
branches turned toward him, and the roots thereof were under him; so it became a gefen
(vine), and brought forth branches, and shot forth sprigs.

7 There was also another nesher hagadol with great kenafayim (wings) and many
feathers; and, hinei, this gefen (vine) did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her
branches toward him, that hemight water it by the furrows where it had been planted.

8 It was planted in a sadeh tov bymayim rabbim, that it might bring forth branches, and
that it might bear p'ri, that it might be amajestic gefen.

9Say thou, Thus saith AdonoiHASHEM: Shall it thrive? Shall he not pull up the shorashim
(roots) thereof, andcutoff thep'ri (fruit) thereof, that itwither? All of its tzemach (sprouted)
leaves shall wither, even without great power or many peoples to pluck it up by the
shorashim (roots) thereof.

10 Indeed, hinei, being transplanted, shall it thrive? Shall it not utterly wither, when the
east wind toucheth it? It shall wither in the furrows where it tzemach (sprouted).

11Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
12 Say now to bais hameri (the rebellious house), Know ye not what these things mean?

Tell them: Hinei,MelechBavel is come toYerushalayim, andhath takenHaMelech thereof,
and the sarim thereof, and led themwith him to Bavel;

13And hath taken of the royal zera, and cut a Brit with him, and hath taken an oath of
him; he hath also taken away themighty of ha'aretz;

14That themamlachah (kingdom)might be abased, that it might not exalt itself, but that
by being shomer over his brit it might stand.

15But he rebelled against him in sending his malachim into Mitzrayim, that they might
givehimsusimandmuchpeople. Shall heprosper? Shall he escape that doeth such things?
Or shall he break the brit (covenant), and be delivered?

16As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, surely in the makom where the melech dwelleth that
madehimmelech,whoseoathhedespised,whosebrithebroke, evenwithhimin themidst
of Bavel he shall die.

17Neither shall Pharaohwithhismighty armyandgreat kahal doanything forhim in the
milchamah, by casting up siegemounds, and building siegework, to cut offmanynefashot.

18 Seeing he despised the oath by breaking the brit, when, hinei, he had given his yad,†
and still did all these things, he shall not escape.

19Therefore thus saith AdonoiHASHEM; As I live, surelyMine oath that he hath despised,
andMy Brit (covenant) that he hath broken, even it will I repay upon his own rosh.

20 And I will spread My net upon him, and he shall be caught in My snare, and I will
bring him to Bavel, andwill execute justice on him there for hisma'al (unfaithfulness) that
he hath been unfaithful against Me.

21And all his fugitives with all his troops shall fall by the cherev, and they that survive
and remain shall be scattered toward kol ruach (all winds); and ye shall know that I
HASHEM have spoken it.

‡ 16:61 i.e., Sodomand Shomron had no covenantwithHASHEM § 16:63 i.e., when I ampacified, appeased * 17:4
i.e., Babylon † 17:18 i.e., promised by oath
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22Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Iwill also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and
will plant it; I will break off from the top of its young twigs a tender one, and will plant it
upon a highmountain and prominent;

23On thehighmountain of Yisroelwill I plant it; and it shall bring forth boughs, andbear
p'ri (fruit), andbe amajestic cedar; andunder it shall dwell kol tzippor (everybird) of every
wing; in the tzel (shadow) of the branches thereof shall they dwell.

24And all the trees of the sadeh shall know that I HASHEM have brought down the high
etz (tree), have exalted the low etz (tree), have dried up the green etz (tree), and havemade
the etz yavesh (dry tree) to flourish. I HASHEM have spoken and have done it.

18
1The Devar HASHEM came untome again, saying:
2What mean ye, that ye use this mashal concerning Admat Yisroel, saying, Avot have

eaten sour grapes, and the teeth of the banim are set on edge?
3As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, ye shall not have occasion anymore to use this mashal

in Yisroel.
4 Behold, all nefashot are Mine; as the nefesh of the av, so also the nefesh of the ben is

Mine; the nefesh that sinneth, it shall die.
5But if an ish be tzaddik, and do that which is mishpat and tzedakah,
6And hath not eaten [sacrifices of gillulim, idols] upon the harim, neither hath lifted up

his eyes to the gillulim of Bais Yisroel, neither hath made tameh the isha of his neighbor,
neither hath come near to an isha niddah,

7And hath not oppressed any ish, but hath restored to the debtor his chavolah (pledge,
collateral), hath spoiled none by a robberʼs violence, hath given his lechem to the hungry,
and hath covered the eirom (naked)with a garment;

8He that hath not loaned gelt on neshekh, neither hath taken any tarbit (interest, usury),
that hath withdrawn his yad from iniquity, hath executed mishpat emes between ish and
ish,

9Hathwalked inMy chukkot, and hath been shomer overMymishpatim, to do emes; he
is tzaddik, he shall surely live, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

10 If he father a ben-paritz shofech dahm (a violent sonwho sheds blood), and that doeth
the like to his brother,

11 Though he* doeth none of these; he† hath eaten [sacrifices to idols] upon the harim,
andmade tameh the isha of his neighbor,

12 Hath oppressed the oni and evyon, hath spoiled by a robberʼs violence, hath not
restored the chavol (pledge), and hath lifted up his eyes to the gillulim, hath committed
to'evah (abomination),

13Hath loaned gelt upon neshekh (usury), and hath taken tarbit (interest); shall he then
live? He shall not live; he hath done all these to'evot; he shall surely die; his dahm shall be
upon him.

14Now, hinei, if he father a ben, that seeth all the chattot aviv which he hath done, and
considereth, and doeth not like such,

15That hath not eaten [sacrifices to idols] upon the harim, neither hath lifted up his eyes
to the gillulim of Bais Yisroel, hath not made tameh the isha of his neighbor,

16Neither hath oppressed any ish, hath not withheld the chavol (pledge), neither hath
spoiled by a robberʼs violence, but hath given his lechem to the hungry, and hath covered
the eirom (naked)with a garment,

17 That hath taken off his yad from the oni, that hath not received neshekh (usury) nor
tarbit (interest), hath executed My mishpat, hath walked in My chukkot; he shall not die
for the avon aviv, he shall surely live.

18 As for aviv, because he cruelly oppressed with extortion, spoiled his brother by a
robberʼs violence, and did that which is not tov among his people, hinei, even he shall die
in his avon.

19 Yet say ye, Why? Doth not the ben bear the avon (iniquity, guilt) of the av? When the
ben hath done that which is mishpat and tzedakah, and hath been shomer over all My
chukkot, and hath done them, he shall surely live.

20Thenefesh that sinneth, it shall die. The ben shall not nasah the avon of the av, neither
shall the av nasah the avon of the ben; the tzedakat hatzaddik shall be upon him, and the
rishat rashah shall be upon him.

* 18:11 the av † 18:11 the ben
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21But if the rashahwill turn from all his chattot that he hath committed, and be shomer
over all My chukkot, and do that which is mishpat and tzedakah, he shall surely live, he
shall not die.

22All his peysha'im that he hath committed, they shall not be remembered against him:
in his tzidkat that he hath done he shall live.

23Have I any pleasure at all in the mot rashah? saith Adonoi HASHEM. And not that he
shouldmake teshuvah from the darkhei of him, and live?

24 But when the tzaddik turneth away from his tzedek, and committeth iniquity, and
doeth according to all the to'evot that the rashah doeth, shall he live? All his tzedek that he
hath done shall not be remembered; in his ma'al (unfaithfulness) that he hath committed
treachery, and in his chattat that he hath sinned, in them shall he die.

25 Yet ye say, The Derech Adonoi is not proper. Hear now, O Bais Yisroel: Is My Derech
not proper? Is it not the drakhim of you that are not proper?

26When a tzaddik turneth away from his tzedek, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in
them, for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.

27Again, when a rashah turneth away fromhis wickedness that he hath committed, and
doeth that which is mishpat and tzedakah, he shall save his nefesh alive.

28 Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his peysha'im that he hath
committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.

29 Yet saith Bais Yisroel, The Derech Adonoi is not proper. O Bais Yisroel, is My Derech
not proper? Is it not the drakhim of you that are not proper?

30Therefore I will judge you, O Bais Yisroel, every one according to the drakhim of him,
saith Adonoi HASHEM. Make teshuvah, and turn yourselves from all your peysha'im, so
avon shall not be yourmichshol (stumbling block, downfall).

31Cast away from you all your peysha'im, whereby ye have committed peysha; and get
you a lev chadash and a ruach chadashah;‡ for whywill ye die, O Bais Yisroel?

32 For I have no pleasure in the mot of him that dieth, saith Adonoi HASHEM; therefore,
make teshuva and live!

19
1Moreover take thou up a kinah (lament) for the nasi'im of Yisroel,
2And say:

What is immecha, a lioness?
She lay down among arayot (lions),
rearing her cubs among young lions.
3And she brought up one of her cubs;
it became a strong lion,
and it learned to tear teref (prey);
it devoured adam.
4The Goyim also heard of him;
he was trapped in their shachat (pit),
and they brought himwith hooks
unto Eretz Mitzrayim.
5Nowwhen she saw that in vain she had waited,
and her tikvah (hope)was lost,
then she took another of her cubs,
andmade him a strong lion.
6And he went up and down among the arayot (lions),
he became a strong lion,
and learned to tear the teref,
and devoured adam.
7And he destroyed their strongholds,
and he laid waste their towns;
and eretz and the fulness thereof became desolate,
through the sound of his roaring.
8Then the Goyim set against him
on every side from themedinot (provinces),
and spread their reshet (net) over him;
he was trapped in their shachat (pit).*

‡ 18:31 i.e., regeneration, new birth see Yn 3:3 * 19:8 trap
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9And they put him in a neckstock with hooks,
and brought him toMelech Bavel;
they brought him into metzodot (fortresses),
that his voice should nomore be heard
upon the harim of Yisroel.

10 Immecha is like a gefen (vine) full of shoots,
planted by themayim;
she was fruitful and full of branches
by reason of mayim rabbim.
11And she had strong branches
that became the shivtei moshlim (scepters of rulers),
and her stature towered
above the thick branches,
and she was seen in her height
amid the dense branches.
12But she was uprooted in chemah (fury),
she was cast down to the ground,
and the east wind dried up her p'ri;
her strong branches were broken andwithered;
the eish consumed them.
13And now she is planted in themidbar,
in a dry and thirsty eretz.
14And eish is gone out of a rod of her branches,
which hath devoured her p'ri,
so that she hath no strong branch
to be a shevet (sceptre) to rule.

This is a kinah lament,
and shall be for a funeral dirge.

20
1And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the tenth day of the month,

that certain anashim of the zekenim of Yisroel came to inquire of HASHEM, and sat before
me.

2Then came the Devar HASHEM untome, saying,
3 Ben adam, speak unto the zekenim of Yisroel, and say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi

HASHEM: Are ye come to inquire of Me? As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, I will not be
inquired of by you.

4Wilt thou judge them, ben adam,wilt thou judge them? Cause them to know the to'avot
of their avot.

5And say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: In the day when I chose Yisroel, and
lifted upMine yad* unto the zera Bais Ya'akov, andmadeMyself knownunto them inEretz
Mitzrayim, when I lifted upMine yad unto them, saying, I amHASHEM Eloheichem;

6 In theday that I liftedupMine yadunto them, to bring them forth fromEretzMitzrayim
into a land that I had searched out for them, zavat cholov udevash, which is the most
beautiful of all lands;

7 Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every ish the shikkutzim before his eynayim,
and make not yourselves tameh with the gillulim (idols) of Mitzrayim; I am HASHEM
Eloheichem.

8But they rebelled against Me, and would not pay heed unto Me; they did not every ish
cast away the shikkutzim from before their eynayim, neither did they forsake the gillulim
(idols) of Mitzrayim.
Then I said, Iwill pouroutMychemah (wrath)upon them, to ventMyanger against them

in themidst of Eretz Mitzrayim.
9 But I acted for My Nameʼs sake, that it should not be profaned before the eyes of the

Goyim, among whom they were living. In bringing them forth out of Eretz Mitzrayim, in
their sight I madeMyself [publicly] known unto them.

10Therefore I caused them to go forth out of EretzMitzrayim, and brought them into the
midbar.

* 20:5 i.e., took a shevua
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11 And I gave them My chukkot, and made known to them My mishpatim, which if
ha'adam does, he shall even live in them.

12Moreover also I gave themMy Shabbatot, to be an Ot betweenMe and them, that they
might know that I amHASHEM that set them apart as kodesh.

13 But Bais Yisroel rebelled against Me in the midbar; they walked not in My chukkot,
and they despised My mishpatim, which if ha'adam does, he shall even live in them; and
My Shabbatot they greatly defiled.
Then I said, I would pour out My chemah (wrath) upon them in the midbar, to consume

them.
14 But I acted for My Nameʼs sake, that it should not be profaned before the eyes of the

Goyim, in whose sight I brought them out.
15 Yet also I lifted up My Yad unto them in the midbar, that I would not bring them into

ha'aretz which I had given them, zavat cholov udevash, the most beautiful of all lands;
16 Because they despised My mishpatim, and walked not in My chukkot, but profaned

My Shabbatot; for their lev went after their gillulim (idols).
17Nevertheless sinceMine eye spared them fromdestroying them, I didnotmake an end

of them in themidbar.
18But I said unto their banim in the midbar, Walk ye not in the chukkot of avoteichem,

neither be shomer over their mishpatim, nor make yourselves tameh with their gillulim
(idols).

19 I am HASHEM Eloheichem; walk in My chukkot, and be shomer over My mishpatim,
and do them;

20And be shomer shabbos over My Shabbatot, keeping them kodesh; and they shall be
an Ot betweenMe and you, that ye may know that I amHASHEM Eloheichem.

21 Notwithstanding, the banim rebelled against Me; they walked not in My chukkot,
neitherwere shomer overMymishpatim to do them,which if ha'adamdoes, he shall even
live in them; they profanedMy Shabbatot.
Then I said, I would pour out My chemah (wrath) upon them, to accomplish My anger

against them in themidbar.
22Nevertheless, I withdrew Mine yad, and acted for My Nameʼs sake, that it should not

be profaned before the eyes of the Goyim, in whose sight I brought them forth.
23 I lifted upMine yad unto themalso in themidbar, that I would scatter themamong the

Goyim, and disperse them through the countries;
24Because they had not executedMymishpatim, but had despisedMy chukkot, and had

profanedMy Shabbatot, and their eynayimwere after the gillulim of their fathers.
25Therefore I gave themalso chukkot thatwere not tovim, andmishpatimwhereby they

could not live;
26 And I pronounced them tameh (unclean) because of their own [ritual] gifts, in that

they caused to pass through the eish all that openeth the womb, that I might make them
desolate, to the end that theymight know that I amHASHEM.

27 Therefore, ben adam, speak unto Bais Yisroel, and say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi
HASHEM: Yet in this avoteichem have made gidduf (blasphemy) against Me, in that they
have beenma'al (unfaithful) to Me.

28Forwhen I had brought them into ha'aretz, for thewhich I lifted upMine yad to give it
to them, then they saw every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there their
zevakhim, and there theypresented the ka'as (provocation)of their korban; there also they
made their re'ach hannichoach, and poured out there their nesakhim.

29Then I said unto them,What is the bamahwhereunto ye go? And the shemwhereof is
called Bamah (High Place) unto this day.

30 Therefore say unto Bais Yisroel, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Are ye ones making
yourself tameh after the manner of avoteichem? And do ye commit zenut after their
shikkutzim?

31 For when ye offer your gifts, when ye make your banim to pass through the eish, ye
make yourselves tameh with all your gillulim (idols), even unto this day; and shall I be
inquired of by you, O Bais Yisroel? As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, I will not be inquired of
by you.

32And that which cometh into your mind shall not be at all — that ye say, We will be as
the Goyim, as themishpekhot of the countries, to serve wood and even (stone).

33As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, surely with a yad chazakah, and with an outstretched
zero'a, and with chemah (fury) poured out, will I rule over you;
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34 And I will bring you out from the peoples, and will gather you out of the countries
wherein ye are scattered, with a yad chazakah, and with an outstretched zero'a, and with
chemah (wrath) poured out.

35And I will bring you into themidbar of the peoples, and there will I execute judgment
with you face to face.

36 Just as I judged avoteichem in the midbar of the Eretz Mitzrayim, so will I enter into
judgment with you, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

37And I will cause you to pass under the shevet (rod), and I will bring you into the bond
of the brit (covenant);

38And Iwill purgeout fromamongyou the rebels and theposh'imagainstMe; Iwill bring
them forth out of the country where they sojourn as gerim, and they shall not enter into
Eretz Yisroel; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

39 As for you, O Bais Yisroel, thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Go ye, serve ye every one his
gillulim, andhereafter sinceyewill notpayheeduntoMe; anddonotprofaneShemKodshi
anymore with your gifts, and with your gillulim.

40For inHarKodshi, in themountain of theheight of Yisroel, saithAdonoiHASHEM, there
shall all Bais Yisroel, all of them in ha'aretz, serveMe; there will I accept them, there will I
require your terumot, the reshit of your offerings, with all your kodeshim.

41 I will accept you as a re'ach hannichoach, when I bring you out from the peoples, and
gather you out of the countries wherein ye have been scattered; and I will show Myself
Kadosh among you before the eyes of the Goyim.

42And ye shall know that I am HASHEM, when I shall bring you into Admat Yisroel, into
the country for which I lifted upMine yad to give it to avoteichem.

43 And there shall ye remember your drakhim, and all your doings, wherein ye have
made yourselves tameh; and ye shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils
that ye have committed.

44And ye shall know that I amHASHEMwhen I have dealt with you for the sake of Shmi,
not according to your wicked drakhim, nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye Bais
Yisroel, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

21
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, set thy face toward the south, and preach against the south, and prophesy

against the forest land of the Negev;
3And I say to the forest of theNegev,Hear theDevarHASHEM: Thus saithAdonoiHASHEM:

Hineni, I will kindle an eish in thee, and it shall devour every green etz (tree) in thee, and
every dry etz (tree); the blazing flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from the Negev
to the north shall be scorched by it.

4And all basar shall see that I HASHEM have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.
5 Then said I, Ah Adonoi HASHEM! They say of me, Doth he not speak meshalim

(parables)?
6And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
7Ben adam, set thy face toward Yerushalayim, and preach against the mikdashim, and

prophesy against Admat Yisroel,
8And say toAdmat Yisroel, Thus saithHASHEM: Hineni, I amagainst thee,will draw forth

My cherev out of its sheath, will cut off from thee the tzaddik and the rasha.
9 Seeing then that I will cut off from thee the tzaddik and the rasha, therefore shall My

cherev go forth out of its sheath against kol basar from the Negev to the tzafon (north);
10That kol basarmay know that I HASHEM have drawn forthMy cherev out of its sheath;

it shall not return anymore.
11 Sigh therefore, thou ben adam, with a breaking heart; and with bitterness groan

before their eynayim.
12And it shall be, when they say unto thee, Why sighest thou? That thou shalt answer,

For the news; because it cometh; and every lev shall melt, and all hands shall go limpwith
fear, and every ruach shall faint, and all birkayim (knees) shall beweak asmayim; hinei, it
cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

13Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
14Ben adam, prophesy, and say:

Thus saith Adonoi: Say, A cherev, a cherev is sharpened,
and also polished;
15 It is sharpened tomake a dreadful tevo'ach;
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it is polished and lightening-like it flashes.

Should we thenmakemirth? The Shevet of Beni* will despise kol etz (every tree).
16 And it is given to be polished, that it may be grasped with the palm; this cherev is

sharpened, and it is polished, to deliver it into the yad of the slayer.
17Cryandwail, benadam; for it shall beuponMypeople, it shall beuponall thenasi'imof

Yisroel; including terrors by reasonof the cherev shall beuponMypeople; strike therefore
upon thy thigh.

18Because it is a testing, andwhat? Even if the despising Scepter shall be nomore? saith
Adonoi HASHEM.

19 Thou therefore, ben adam, prophesy, and strike thine hands together, and let the
cherev do double damage the third time, the cherev of the slain; it is the cherev for great
slaughter— it surrounds them.

20 I have set the point of the cherev against all their she'arim, that their lev may faint,
andmanymay stumble. Ah! It is made for flashing, it is wrapped for slaughter.

21 Go thee one way or the other, either on right hand, or on left, wherever thy face is
appointed.

22 I will also strikeMine palm together, and I will appeaseMy chemah (wrath). I HASHEM
have said it.

23The Devar HASHEM came untome again, saying,
24Also, thou, ben adam, appoint thee two drakhim, that the cherev ofMelech Bavelmay

come; both two shall come forth out of one land; andmake a sign, put it at the rosh derech
(crossroads) to the Ir.

25Appoint a derech, that the cherevmay come to Rabbah Bnei Ammon, and to Yehudah
in fortified Yerushalayim.

26ForMelech Bavel stood at the fork in the derech, at the rosh of the two drakhim, to use
divination; he shook his khitzim (arrows), he consulted with teraphim, he looked in the
liver.

27Athis righthandwas thekesem (divination) forYerushalayim, to setupbattering rams,
to call for a slaughter, to lift up the voicewith teru'ah (shouting), to appoint battering rams
against the she'arim, to heap up a siege mound, and to build a siege work.

28And it shall be unto them as a kesem shav (false divination) in their sight, to them that
have sworn shevu'ot (oaths); but he will call to remembrance the avon, that they may be
seized.

29 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because ye have made your avon to be
remembered, in that your peysha'im are uncovered, so that in all your doings your sins
do appear; because, that ye are come to remembrance, ye shall be capturedwith the palm.

30And thou, profanewicked nasi of Yisroel, whose day is come,when avon shall have an
end,

31 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Remove the mitznefet (turban), and take off the ateret;
nothing shall be the same; exalt him that is low, and abase him that is exalted.

32 I will make it overthrown, overthrown, overthrown: and it shall be no longer, ad bo
asher lo hamishpat (until He come towhom the right it is); and I will give it him.†

33And thou, ben adam, prophesy and say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM concerning Bnei
Ammon, and concerning their cherpah; even say thou: The cherev, the cherev is drawn;
for the slaughter it is polished, to consume like lightning;

34While they see chazon shav (vain visions) for thee, while they divine a kazav (lie) unto
thee, to bring thee upon the tzavarot (necks) of them that are slain, of the resha'im, whose
day is come, when their avon shall have an end.

35 Shall I cause it to return into its sheath? I will judge thee in the makom where thou
wast created, in thine eretz moledet.

36And I will pour out Mine za'am (indignation) upon thee, I will blow against thee in the
eish of Mywrath, and deliver thee into the yad of brutal anashim, skillful in destruction.

37Thou shalt be for fuel to the eish; thy dahm shall be in themidst of ha'aretz; thou shalt
be nomore remembered; for I HASHEM have spoken it.

22
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2 Now, thou ben adam, wilt thou judge, wilt thou judge the ir hadamim (bloody city)?

V'hoda'tah (thou shalt show,make to know, arraign) her all her to'avot (abominations).

* 21:15Moshiach, Gn 49:10; 2Sm 7 † 21:32 Gn 49:10
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3 Then say thou, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM, The Ir has shefach dahm in the midst of it,
that her timemay come, andmaketh gillulim (idols) against herself tomake herself tameh
(unclean).

4 Thou art become guilty by thy shefach dahm; and hast made thyself tameh in thine
gillulim (idols)which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art
come even unto thy shanot (years); therefore have I made thee a cherpah unto the Goyim,
and a kallasa (mockery, laughingstock) to all countries.

5Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shallmock at thee, which art tameh
hashem (defiled, unclean of name, reputation) andmuch in turmoil.

6 Hinei, the nasi'im (rulers) of Yisroel, every one has used his zero'a (arm, power) for
shefach dahm in thee.

7 In thee have they treatedwith contempt av and em in themidst of thee; they have dealt
byoshek (oppression)with theger (alien, proselyte); in theehave theymistreated theyatom
and the almanah.

8Thou hast despisedMine kadoshim, and hast profanedMy Shabbatot.
9 In thee are anashim that slander to cause shefach dahm; and in thee are they who eat

upon the harim; in themidst of thee they commit zimmah (lewdness).
10 In thee have they uncovered the ervat av (nakedness of their father),* in thee have they

raped her that had the teme'at haniddah (the uncleanness of themenstruation period).
11 And ish hath committed to'evah with his neighborʼs isha; and another hath lewdly

made tameh his kallah (daughter-in-law); and another in thee hath raped his achot, his bat
aviv.

12 In thee have they taken shochad (bribe) for shefach dahm; thou hast taken neshekh
(usury) and tarbit (interest), and thou hast unjustly profited from thy neighbors by oshek
(oppression, extortion), and hast forgottenMe, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

13Hinei, therefore I have struckMine palm at thy betza (dishonest gain)which thou hast
made, and at thy bloodshed which hath been in themidst of thee.

14Can thine lev standfirm, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall dealwith
thee? I HASHEM have spoken it, and will do it.

15And I will scatter thee among the Goyim, and disperse thee throughout the countries,
and will remove thy tum'a (uncleanness) out of thee.

16And thou shalt defile thyself in the sight of the Goyim, and thou shalt know that I am
HASHEM.

17And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
18 Ben adam, Bais Yisroel is to Me become sig (dross, smelting waste product); all they

are nechoshet, and bedil (tin), and barzel (iron), and oferet (lead), in the midst of the kur
(furnace); they are even the siggim (drosses) of kesef.

19 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; because ye are all become siggim, hineni,
therefore I will gather you into themidst of Yerushalayim.

20As they gather kesef, andnechoshet, andbarzel (iron), andoferet (lead), andbedil (tin),
into the midst of the kur (furnace), to blow the eish upon the ore to melt it down; so will I
gather you inMine af (anger) and inMy chemah (wrath), and Iwill position you there, and
melt you down.

21 Indeed, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the eish of My evrah (wrath), and ye
shall be melted down in themidst therof.

22As kesef ismelted down in themidst of the kur (furnace), so shall ye bemelted down in
the midst thereof; and ye shall know that I HASHEM have poured out My chemah (wrath)
upon you.

23And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
24 Ben adam, say unto her, Thou art eretz that is not metoharah (cleansed), nor rained

upon in the Yom Za'am (Day of Indignation).
25 There is a kesher of her nevi'im in the midst thereof, like a roaring ari (lion) tearing

the prey; they have devoured nefesh; they have taken the khosen (treasure, wealth) and
precious things; they havemade her many almanot (widows) in themidst thereof.

26Herkohanimhavedoneviolence toMy torah, andhaveprofanedMinekadoshim; they
have put no difference between the kodesh and chol (common, profane), neither have they
made a distinction between the tameh and the tahor, and have hid their eynayim fromMy
Shabbatot, and I am profaned among them.

27Her sarim in themidst thereof are like ze'evim (wolves) tearing the prey, to do shefach
dahm, and to destroy nefashot, to get betza (dishonest gain).

* 22:10 i.e., had incest withmother or step-mother
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28 And her nevi'im have plastered them with [dissolving] mud plaster, seeing vain
visions, and divining kazav (lies) unto them, saying, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM, when
HASHEM hath not spoken.

29 The am ha'aretz have used oshek (oppression, extortion) and committed gazel (rob-
bery), and have mistreated the oni and evyon; indeed, they have treated the ger without
mishpat (justice).

30And I sought for an ish among them, that should repair the gader (fence), and stand in
the peretz (gap, breach) beforeMe on behalf of ha'aretz, that it might not be destroyed; but
I found none.

31 Therefore have I poured out Mine za'am (indignation, rage) upon them; I have
consumed themwith the eish of My evrah (wrath); their own derech have I brought back
upon their rosh, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

23
1The Davar HASHEM came again untome, saying,
2Ben adam, there were two nashim, the banot of one em;
3And they committed zonah harlotry in Mitzrayim; they committed zonah harlotry in

their youth; therewere their breasts pressed, and there their betulah bosomwas caressed.
4And the shmot of themwere Oholah the elder, and Oholivah her achot; and they were

Mine, and they bore banim and banot. Thus were their shmot: Shomron is Oholah, and
Yerushalayim Oholivah.

5AndOholah (unfaithful toMe) played the zonahwhen shewasMine; and she lusted for
her lovers, for Ashur* warriors,

6Which were clothed with royal blue, pachot (governors) and seganim (officials), all of
them desirable bochurim, parashim (charioteers) driving susim.

7Thus she committed her zonah harlotry with them, with all them that were the choice
BneiAshur, andwithall forwhomshe lusted;withall their gillulim (idols) shemadeherself
tameh.

8Neither did she give up her zonah harlotry brought from Mitzrayim; for in her youth
they lay with her, and they caressed her betulah bosom, and poured out their zenut
fornication upon her.

9Therefore I have delivered her into the yad of her lovers, into the yad of the Bnei Ashur,
uponwhom she lusted.

10 These uncovered her ervah (nakedness); they took her banim and her banot, and
slaughteredherwith the cherev; and shebecamea shem (byword) amongnashim; for they
had executed judgments upon her.

11And when her achot Oholivah saw this, she was more depraved in her craving than
she, her zonah harlotry becameworse than the zonah harlotry of her achot.

12 She lusted after the Bnei Ashur warriors, pachot and seganim, clothed most gor-
geously, parashim driving susim, all of them desirable bochurim.

13Then I saw that she hadmade herself tameh, that both of themhad gone derech echad
(the same road).

14And that she increasedher zonahharlotry; forwhen she sawanashimportrayedupon
thekir (wall), the tzelamim (idol images)of theKasdim (Chaldeans)portrayed inbright red,

15Girded with ezor (belts) upon their waists, with flowing tevulim (turbans) upon their
heads, all of them shalishim (ranking officers) to look to, after the demut (appearance) of
those of Bnei Bavel Kasdim, their eretz moledet;

16 And as soon as she saw them with her eynayim, she lusted upon them, and sent
malachim unto them into Chaldea.

17AndtheBneiBavel came toher into themishkavdodim (bedof love), and theymadeher
tameh with their zenut (whoredom), and she was defiled by them, and her nefesh turned
away from them in disgust.

18 So she uncovered her zonah harlotry, and uncovered her ervah: thenMy Nefesh was
alienated from her, just as My Nefesh was alienated from her achot.

19Yet shemultipliedher zonahharlotry, in calling to remembrance thedaysofheryouth,
wherein she had played the zonah in Eretz Mitzrayim.

20 For she lusted upon their pilagshim (illicit lovers), whose basar is as the basar of
chamorim, and whose issue is like the issue of susim.

21 Thus thou calledst to remembrance the zimmah (lewdness) of thy youth, when those
of Mitzrayim caressed thy bosom because of thy youthful bosom.

* 23:5 the Assyrian
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22 Therefore, O Oholivah, thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I will stir up thy lovers
against thee, fromwhom thouhast alienated thy nefesh, and Iwill bring themagainst thee
on every side;

23TheBneiBavel, andall theKasdim, Pekod, Shoa, Koa, andall theBneiAshurwith them;
all of themdesirable bochurim, pachot and seganim, shalishim and renowned, all of them
riding upon susim.

24And they shall come against thee with weapons, wheeled chariots, and with a kahal
amim, which shall set against thee shield and mogen and kova (helmet) all around; they
will array themselves against thee; and I will delegate mishpat to them, and they shall
judge thee according to their mishpatim.

25And I will set My kina (jealousy) against thee, and they shall deal in chemah (wrath)
with thee; they shall cut off thy nose and thine oznayim; and thy remnant shall fall by the
cherev; they shall take thy banimand thy banot; and thy remnant shall be devoured by the
eish.

26They shall also strip thee out of thy begadim, and take away thy beautiful jewels.
27 Thus will I make thy zimmah (lewdness) to cease from thee, and thy zenut brought

from Eretz Mitzrayim; so that thou shalt not lift up thine eynayim unto them, nor
rememberMitzrayim anymore.

28 For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Hineni, I will deliver thee into the yad of them whom
thou hatest, into the yad of them fromwhom thy nefesh is alienated;

29 And they shall deal with thee b'sinah (in hatred), and shall take away all thou hast
labored for, and shall leave thee erom (naked) and bare; and the ervah of thy zonah
harlotry shall be uncovered, both thy zimmah (lewdness) and thy zonah harlotry.

30 I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a-whoring after the Goyim,
and because thou art made tamehwith their gillulim.

31Thou hast walked in the derech of thy achot; so will I give her kos into thine yad.
32Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Thou shalt drink of thy achotʼs kos
deep andwide;
thou shalt be laughed to scorn and held in derision;
it containeth somuch, filled to the brim.
33Thou shalt be filled with shikkaron (drunkenness) and sorrow,
with the kos of horror and desolation,
with the kos of thy achot Shomron.
34Thou shalt even drink it and drain it dry,
and thou shalt break it into shards,
and tear at thine own breasts;

for I have spoken it, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
35 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because thou hast forgotten Me, and thrust Me
behind thy back, therefore bear thou also thy zimmah and thy zonah harlotry.

36HASHEM said moreover unto me: Ben adam, wilt thou judge Oholah and Oholivah?
Indeed, declare unto them their to'avot;

37 That they have committed ni'uf, and dahm is on their hands, and with their gillulim
(idols)have they committed ni'uf, and have also caused their banim,whom they bore unto
Me, to pass for them through the eish, offering them as [sacrificial] food.

38Moreover this theyhave doneuntoMe: theyhave defiledMyMikdash in the sameday,
and have profanedMy Shabbatot.

39Forwhen theyhad slaughtered their banim to their gillulim (idols), then they came the
same day, entering into My Mikdash to profane it; and, hinei, thus have they done in the
midst of Mine Bais.

40 And furthermore, they sent for anashim to come from afar, unto whom malach
(messenger) had been sent; and, hinei, they came; the men for whom thou didst wash
thyself, didst paint thy eynayim, and didst deck thyself with jewelry,

41Andsatest uponagloriousmittah (couch), anda shulchan spreadbefore it,whereupon
thou hast set Mine ketoret andMine shemen.

42Andavoiceof a carefreemultitudewaswithher; andwith theanashimof the common
rabble were brought drunkards from the midbar, which put bracelets upon their hands,
and ateret tiferet (beautiful crowns) upon their heads.

43Then said I unto her that was old in niufim (adulteries), Will they now commit zonah
harlotry with her, and she with them?
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44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto an isha that playeth the zonah; so went
they in unto Oholah and unto Oholivah, the women of zimmah (lewdness).

45 And the anashim tzaddikim, they shall judge them after the mishpat of no'afot
(adulteresses), and after the mishpat of those guilty of shefach dahm; because they are
no'afot (adulteresses), and dahm is on their hands.

46 For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: I will bring up a kahal upon them, and will give them
over to be terrorized and plundered.

47And the kahal shall stone them with stones, and cut them down with their charavot
(swords); they shall slay their banim and their banot, and burn up their batim (houses)
with eish.

48 Thus will I cause zimmah (lewdness) to cease out of ha'aretz, that all nashim may be
warned not to practice your zimmah (lewdness).

49And they shall bring your zimmah (lewdness) upon you, and ye shall bear sins of your
gillulim (idols); and ye shall know that I am Adonoi HASHEM.

24
1 Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, the Devar

HASHEM came untome, saying,*
2Ben adam, write thee the shem of the day, even of this very day; Melech Bavel laid his

siege against Yerushalayim this very day.
3Andutter amashal unto the bais hameri (the rebellioushouse), and sayunto them, Thus

saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Set on the siyr (cooking pot), set it on,
and also pourmayim into it;
4Gather the pieces of meat thereof into it,
even every good piece, the thigh, and the shoulder;
fill it with the choice atzmot (bones).
5Take the choice of the tzon,
and arrange also the atzmot at its bottom,
andmake it boil well,
and let them cook the atzmot of it therein.

6 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Oy to the ir hadamim (bloody city), to the siyr
(pot) whose scum is therein, and whose scum has not been removed from it! Remove it
piece by piece; no goral has fallen on it.

7 For her dahm is in the midst of her; she set it upon an exposed rock; she poured it not
upon the ground, to cover it with aphar;

8 That it might cause chemah (fury) to come up to take vengeance; I have set her dahm
upon the exposed rock, that it should not be covered.

9 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Oy to the ir hadamim (bloody city)! I will even
make the pyre great.

10Heap on wood, kindle the eish, cook the basar, and spice it well, and let the atzmot be
burned.

11Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the nechoshet of it may be hot, andmay
burn, and that the filthiness of it may bemelted in it, that the scum of it may be consumed.

12All efforts are wearied, [scum] is not removed, and her great scumwent not forth out
of her; in the eish shall be her scum.

13 In thy tum'a is zimmah; because I havemade thee tahor, and thouwast not tahor, thou
shalt not be made tahor from thy tum'a any more, until I have caused My chemah (fury,
wrath) to subside upon thee.

14 IHASHEMhave spoken it; it shall come topass, and Iwill do it; Iwill not goback, neither
will I spare, neither will I relent: according to thy drakhim, and according to thy doings,
shall they judge thee, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

15Also the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
16 Ben adam, hineni, I take away from thee the makhmad (darling delight) of thine

eynayim with a magefah (stroke); yet neither shalt thou wail nor weep, neither shall thy
dema'ot (tears) run down.

17 Forbear to cry, make no evel (mourning) for the mesim (dead ones); bind the turban
of thine rosh upon thee, and put thy sandals upon thy feet, and cover not thy safam
(mustache), and eat not lechem anashim (bread of sorrow).

* 24:1 i.e., note Fast of Tevet
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18 So I spoke unto HaAm (the people) in the boker (morning); and at erev (evening) my
isha (wife) died; and I did in the boker (morning),† just as I was commanded.

19And haam (the people) said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us,
that thou art so doing?

20Then I answered them. The Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
21 Speak unto Bais Yisroel, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I will desecrate My

Mikdash, the ga'on (pride) of your power, the makhmad of your‡ eynayim, and the very
passion of your nefesh; and your banim and your banot whom ye have left behind shall
fall by the cherev.

22And ye shall do just as I have done: ye shall not cover your safam (mustache), nor eat
lechem anashim.

23And your turbans shall be upon your heads, and your sandals upon your feet; ye shall
notwail norweep; but ye shallwaste away for your avonot, andgroanone towardanother.

24Thus Yechezkel is unto you as amofet;§ according to all that he hath done shall ye do;
and when this cometh, ye shall know that I am Adonoi HASHEM.

25 Also, thou ben adam, shall it not be in the day when I take from them their ma'oz
(stronghold), the joy of their tiferet (glory), the makhmad (desire) of their eynayim, and
that on which their nefesh is uplifted— even their banim and their banot,

26That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to hear the news*
with thine oznayim?

27 In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou shalt speak,
and be nomoremute; and thou shalt be amofet unto them; and they shall know that I am
HASHEM.

25
1The Devar HASHEM came again untome, saying:
2Ben adam, set thy face against the Bnei Ammon, and prophesy against them;
3 And say unto the Bnei Ammon, Hear the Devar Adonoi HASHEM: thus saith Adonoi

HASHEM: Because thou saidst, Aha, against my [Beis Ha]Mikdash, when it was desecrated;
and against Admat Yisroel, when it was laid waste; and against the Bais Yehudah, when
they went into Golus;

4 Hineni, therefore I will deliver thee to the Bnei Kedem for a morashah (possession,
inheritance), and they shall set up their camps in thee, andmake their mishkanim in thee;
they shall eat thy pri, and they shall drink thy cholov (milk).

5And Iwill make Rabbah a pasture for gemalim (camels), and the Bnei Ammon a resting
place for tzon; and ye shall have da'as that I amHASHEM.

6 For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because thou hast clapped thine hands, and stamped
with the regel, and rejoiced with all thymalice against Admat Yisroel;

7Hineni, therefore I will stretch out mine yad upon thee, and will hand thee over for
plunder to theGoyim; and Iwill cut theeoff from thenations, and Iwill cause thee toperish
from the countries; I will destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I amHASHEM.

8Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because Moav and Se'ir do say, Hinei, the Bais Yehudah is
like all the Goyim;

9Therefore, hineni, I will open the flank of Moav of its towns, of its towns which are on
its frontier, the glory of the Eretz Beit-HaYeshimot, Ba'al-Me'on, and Kiryatayim.

10Unto the Bnei Kedem along with the Bnei Ammon will I give them as a morashah, so
that the Bnei Ammonwill not be remembered among the Goyim.

11And I will execute shfatim (punishments) upon Moav; and they shall know that I am
HASHEM.

12 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because Edom hath dealt against the Bais Yehudah by
taking vengeance, and with great asham (guilt) offended, and revenged himself upon
them;

13Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: I will also stretch outMine yad upon Edom, and
will cut off adam and behemah from it; and I will make it desolate; from Teman even to
Dedan shall they fall by the cherev.

14And I will take My vengeance upon Edom by the yad of My people Yisroel; and they
shall do in Edom according to Mine anger and according to My fury; and they shall know
My vengeance, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

† 24:18 i.e., the next morning after her death the previous evening ‡ 24:21 plural § 24:24 See Zech 3:8; Isa 8:18
* 24:26 of the fall of Jerusalem
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15Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because the Pelishtim (Philistines) have dealt by revenge,
and have taken vengeance with malice in nefesh, to destroy it for the eyvat olam (ancient
enmity);

16 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I will stretch out Mine yad upon the
Pelishtim (Philistines), and I will cut off the Keretim, and destroy the she'erit (remnant) of
the seacoast.

17And I will execute great vengeance upon them with tokhechot chemah (punishments
of wrath); and they shall know that I am HASHEM, when I shall take my vengeance upon
them.

26
1And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first day of the month, that the Devar

HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, because that Tzor (Tyre) hath said against Yerushalayim, Aha, she is broken

that was the daletot (gates) of the nations; she is turned over to me; I shall be filled, now
that she is laid waste;

3Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I am against thee, O Tzor (Tyre), andwill
cause Goyim rabbim to come up against thee, like the yam (sea) causeth its waves to come
up.

4And they shall destroy the chomot (walls) of Tzor (Tyre), and break downhermigdalim
(towers); I will also scrape her aphar from her, andmake her into a barren rock.

5 It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in themidst of the yam; for I have spoken it,
saith Adonoi HASHEM; and it shall become a plunder to the Goyim.

6And her banot which are in the sadeh shall be slain by the cherev; and they shall know
that I amHASHEM.

7 For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Hineni, I will bring upon Tzor (Tyre) Nevukhadretzar
MelechBavel, amelechmelachim, from the tzafon (north), with sus, andwith chariots, and
with parashim, and a kahal withmuch people.

8Heshall slaywith the cherev thybanot in the sadeh; andhe shall heapupa siegemound
against thee, and build a ramp against thee, and lift up the shield against thee.

9 And he shall set battering rams against thy chomot (walls), and with his weapons he
shall break down thymigdalim (towers).

10By reason of the abundance of his susim their dust shall cover thee; thy chomot (walls)
shall shake at the noise of the parash (war-horse), and of the galgal (wheel), and of the
chariots, when he shall enter into thy she'arim, as invaders swarm into a breached ir.

11With the hooves of his susim shall he trample down all thy streets; he shall slay thy
people by the cherev, and thy strong pillars shall fall to the eretz.

12And they shall plunder thy riches, and pillage thy merchandise; and they shall break
down thy chomot, and destroy thy batim (houses) of chemdah (desire);* and they shall lay
thy stones and thy timber and thy aphar in themidst of themayim.

13And Iwill cause the sound of thy shirim (songs) to cease; and the sound of thy kinnorot
shall be nomore heard.

14 And I will make thee like the top of a barren rock; thou shalt be for spreading nets
upon; thou shalt be rebuilt nomore; for I HASHEM have spoken it, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

15 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM to Tzor (Tyre): Shall not the coastlands tremble fearfully
at the sound of thy fall, when the chalal (wounded) cry, when the slaughter is made in the
midst of thee?

16Then all the nasi'im of the yam shall come down from their kisse'ot (thrones), and lay
aside their robes, and put off their embroidered garments; they shall clothe themselves
with trembling; they shall sit upon ha'aretz, and shall tremble at every moment, and be
horrified at thee.

17And they shall take up a kinah (lament, funeral dirge) for thee, and say to thee:

How thou hast perished,
that wast inhabited of seafaringmen,
the renowned ir (city),
which wast chazakah on the yam,
she and her inhabitants, which spread their terror—
all who live there.†
18Now shall the coastlands tremble
in the day of thy fall;

* 26:12 i.e., thy finest dwellings † 26:17 in Tyre
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indeed, the coastlands that are in the yam
shall be traumatized at thy exile.

19For thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: When I shallmake thee adesolate ir, like the towns that
are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the tehom upon thee, and the mayim harabbim
(great waters) shall cover thee;

20When I shall bring theedownwith them that descend into thebor (pit), with thepeople
of old time, and shall set thee in the low parts of ha'aretz, in places desolate from of old,
with them that go down to the bor (pit), so that thou be not inhabited; but I shall bestow
splendor on Eretz Chayyim;

21 I will make thee a terror, and thou shalt be no more; though thou be sought for, yet
shalt thou never be found again, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

27
1The Davar HASHEM came again untome, saying:

2Now, thou ben adam, take up a kinah (lamentation) for Tzor (Tyre);
3And say unto Tzor (Tyre),
O thou that dwell at the entrance of the yam,
which art a merchant of the peoples for many coastlands,
Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM;
O Tzor (Tyre), thou hast said,
I am perfect in beauty.
4Thy borders are in themidst of the seas,
thy bonim (builders) have perfected thy beauty.
5They have built all thy ship plank boards
of beroshim (juniper) of Senir;
they have taken cedars from Levanon
tomakemasts for thee.
6Of the oaks of Bashan
have theymade thine oars;
thy hull of pines inlaid with ivory,
theymade from that brought out of the isles of Kittim (Cyprus).
7Fine linen with embroidered work fromMitzrayimwas that
which thou spreadest forth to be thy nes (sail);
blue and purple from the coasts of Elishah
was that which covered thee.
8The inhabitants of Tzidon and Arvad
were thy oarsmen;
thy chachamim, O Tzor (Tyre), that were in thee,
were thy helmsmen.
9The elders of Geval and the chachamim thereof
were in thee thy caulkers to caulk thy seams;
all the oniyyot of the yamwith their oarsmen
were in thee to market thymerchandise.

10 They of Paras (Persia) and of Lud (Lydia) and of Put (Libya) were in thine army, thy
anshei hamilchamah; they hanged themogen and kova (helmet) in thee; they set forth thy
splendor.

11 The Bnei Arvad with thine army were upon thy chomot (walls) all around, and the
men of Gammad were in thy migdalim (towers); they hung their shields upon thy chomot
(walls) all around; they havemade thy beauty perfect.

12Tarshishwas thymerchant by reason of themultitude of all kind of riches; with kesef,
barzel (iron), bedil (tin), and oferet (lead), they traded for thy goods.

13 Yavan, Tuval, and Meshech, they were thy merchants; they traded the nefesh adam
and kelim (vessels) of nechoshet for thymerchandise.

14They of the Bais Togarmah traded for thy wares with susim and parash and peradim
(mules).

15The Bnei Dedan were thy merchants; many coastlands were the market of thine yad;
they brought thee for a payment karnot (tusks) of shen (ivory) and ebony.

16Aram (Syria)was thymerchant by reason of themultitude of the goods of thymaking;
they gave thee for thywares emeralds, purple, and embroideredwork, and fine linen, and
coral, and rubies.
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17Yehudah, andEretzYisroel, theywere thymerchants; they traded for thymerchandise
chittim (wheat) of Minnit, and balsam oil, and devash, and shemen, and balm.

18 Damascus was thy merchant in the multitude of the wares of thy making, for the
multitude of all riches; in the yayin of Chelbon, and white wool.

19Vedan also and Yavan (Greece) provided for your wares with fine yarn; wrought iron,
cassia, and cane, were among thymerchandise.

20Dedanwas thymerchant in saddle blankets for riding.
21 Arabia, and all the nasi'im of Kedar, they traded with thee in lambs, and rams, and

goats; in these were they thymerchants.
22 The merchants of Sheva and Ra'amah, they were thy merchants; they traded as

peddlers with choicest spices, and with all kinds of even yekarah (precious stones), and
zahav.

23Charan, and Kanneh, and Eden, themerchants of Sheva, Ashur (Assyria), and Kilmad,
were thymerchants.

24Thesewere thymerchants in choice things, in purple clothes, and embroideredwork,
and in chests ofmulticolored apparel, boundwith chavalim (cords) and cedar boxed in thy
marketplace.

25 The oniyyot of Tarshish were carriers of thy merchandise; and thou wast filled, and
made very glorious in themidst of the yamim (seas).
26Thy oarsmen have brought thee
into mayim rabbim;
the east wind hath broken thee
in themidst of the yamim (seas).
27Thy riches, and thy wares,
thymerchandise, thymariners, and thy sailors,
thy caulkers,
and the dealers in thymerchandise,
and all thy anshei hamilchamah, that are in thee,
and in all thy kahal (company)which is in themidst of thee,
shall fall into themidst of the yamim (seas)
in the day of thy shipwreck.
28Themigroshot (open pasturelands) shall shake
at the sound of the cry of thy seamen.
29And all that handle the oar,
the mariners, and all the sailors of the yam,
shall come down from their oniyyot,
they shall stand upon the shore;
30And shall cause their kol (voice) to be heard because of thee,
and shall cry bitterly,
and shall cast up aphar (dust) upon their heads,
they shall roll themselves in the ashes;
31And they shall* make themselves utterly bald for thee,
and gird themselves with sackcloth
and shall weep for thee
mar nefesh and bitter mourning.
32And in their wailing they shall take up a kinah (lamentation) for thee,
and lament over thee, saying:
What city is like Tzor,
destroyed in themidst of the yam?
33When thy wares went forth by sea,
thou filledst many people;
thou didst enrich themelachim of ha'aretz
with themultitude of thy riches and of thymerchandise.
34 In the time when thou shalt be broken by the yamim (seas)
in the depths of themayim,
thymerchandise and all thy kahal (company)
in themidst of thee shall fall.
35All the inhabitants of the coastlands
shall be astonished at thee,

* 27:31 in mourning
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and their melachim shall be very afraid,
they shall be troubled in their countenance.
36The socharim (merchants) among the peoples shall hiss at thee;
thou shalt be a horror,
and ad olam (forever) thou shalt be nomore.

28
1The Davar HASHEM came again untome, saying,
2Ben adam, say unto the Nagid Tzor, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Because thine lev is lifted up [in pride],
and thou hast said, El ani (I am a g-d),
and I sit on amoshav elohim (seat of g-ds),
in themidst of the yamim (seas);
yet thou art adam, and not El,
though thou set thinemind as the lev elohim;
3Hinei, thou art more chacham than Daniel;
there is no secret that they can hide from thee;
4With thy chochmah andwith thine tevunah (understanding)
thou hast gotten thee riches,
and hast gotten zahav and kesef into thy otzarot;
5By thy great chochmah in thy trade
hast thou increased thy riches,
and thine lev is lifted up [in pride]
because of thy riches;
6Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
Because thou hast set thinemind as the lev elohim;
7Hineni, therefore I will bring zarim upon thee,
the most terrible of the Goyim;
and they shall draw their charavot (swords)
against the beauty of thy chochmah,
and they shall defile thy splendor.
8They shall bring thee down to the shachat (pit),
and thou shalt die the deaths* of them that are slain
in themidst of the yamim (seas).
9Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee,
Elohim ani?
But thou art adam, and no El,
in the yad of him that slayeth thee.
10Thou shalt die the deaths† of the arelim (uncircumcised)
by the yad of zarim;
for I have spoken it,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.
11Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
12 Ben adam, take up a kinah (lamentation) upon HaMelech Tzor (Tyre), and say unto

him, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Thouwast the chotam (seal) of perfection,
full of chochmah, and perfect in beauty.
13Thou hast been in Eden, Gan Elohim;
every even yekarah (precious stone)was thy covering,
the ruby, topaz, and the diamond,
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,
the sapphire, the turquoise, and the emerald, and zahav;
the workmanship of thy hand drums and of thy wind instruments
was prepared in thee
in the day that thou wast created.
14Thou art the keruvmimshach (anointed cherub) that guardeth;
and I have set thee so;

* 28:8 actually death; see intensive plural, Isa 53:9 † 28:10 actually death, see v.8
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thou wast upon the Har Kodesh Elohim;
thou hast walked up and down in themidst of the stones of eish.
15Thouwast tamim in thy drakhim
from the day that thou wast created,
until wickedness was found in thee.
16By themultitude of thy trading
they have filled themidst of thee with chamas,
and thou hast sinned;
therefore I will banish thee as profane out of the Har Elohim;
and I will destroy thee, O guardian keruv,
from themidst of the stones of eish.
17Thine lev was lifted up [in pride] because of thy beauty,
thou hast corrupted thy chochmah by reason of thy splendor;
I will cast thee to eretz (earth),
I will lay thee before melachim,
that theymay gaze upon thee.
18Thou hast defiled thymikdashim
by themultitude of thine avonot,
by the avon of thy trading;
therefore will I bring forth an eish from themidst of thee;
it shall devour thee,
and I will reduce thee to ashes upon ha'aretz
in the sight of all them that gaze upon thee.
19All they that know thee among the peoples
shall be appalled at thee;
thou shalt be a horror,
and thou shalt be nomore, ad olam.

20Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
21Ben adam, set thy face toward Tzidon (Sidon), and prophesy against it,
22And say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Hineni, I am against thee, O Tzidon;
and I will be glorified in themidst of thee;
and they shall know that I amHASHEM,
when I shall have executed shefatim (punishments, judgments) in her,
and I shall showMyself as set apart as kodesh in her.
23For I will send into her dever,
and dahm into her streets;
and the slain shall be judged in themidst of her
by the cherev upon her on every side;
and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

24 And there shall be no more a pricking brier unto the Bais Yisroel, nor any painful
kotz (thorn) of all that are around them, that despised them; and they shall know that I
am Adonoi HASHEM.

25 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: When I shall have gathered the Bais Yisroel from the
people among whom they are scattered, and I shall show Myself as set apart as kodesh
in them in the sight of the Goyim, then shall they dwell in their adamah (land) that I have
given to Avdi Ya'akov (My servant Jacob).

26 And they shall dwell securely therein, and shall build batim (houses), and plant
kramim (vineyards); indeed, they shall dwell securely, when I have executed shefatim
(judgments) upon all those that despise them all around them; and they shall know that
I amHASHEM Eloheihem.

29
1 In the tenth year, in the tenthmonth, in the twelfth day of themonth, theDevarHASHEM

came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, set thy face against Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim, and prophesy against him,

and against all Mitzrayim:
3 Speak, and say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Hineni, I am against thee,
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PharaohMelechMitzrayim,
the great monster that lieth in themidst of his channels,
which hath said: My Nile is mine own,
and I havemade it for myself.
4But I will put hooks in thy jaws,
and I will cause the dag (fish) of thy channels to stick unto thy scales,
and I will bring thee up out of themidst of thy river channels,
and all the dag (fish) of thy channels
shall stick unto thy scales.
5And I will throw thee out into themidbar,
thee and all the dag (fish) of thy river channels;
thou shalt fall upon the open sadeh;
thou shalt not be picked up together, nor gathered;
I have given thee for food
to the beasts of ha'aretz
and to the oph HaShomayim.
6And all the inhabitants of Mitzrayim shall know that I amHASHEM.
Because they have beenmishenet kaneh (a staff of reed) to Bais Yisroel,
7When they took hold of thee by thy palm, thou didst splinter, and tear all their katef

(shoulder); and when they leaned upon thee, thou broke, and madest all their loins
unsteady.

8 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I will bring a cherev upon thee, and cut
off adam and behemah from thee.

9 And Eretz Mitzrayim shall be desolate and in ruins; and they shall know that I am
HASHEM.
Because he hath said: The Nile is Mine, and I havemade it,
10Hineni, therefore I am against thee, and against thy river channels, and I will make

Eretz Mitzrayim utterly ruins and desolate, fromMigdol to Seveneh even unto the border
of Kush.

11 No regel of adam shall pass through it, nor regel of behemah shall pass through it,
neither shall it be inhabited arba'im shanah.

12 And I will make Eretz Mitzrayim desolate in the midst of the countries that are
desolate, and her towns among the towns that are laid waste shall be desolate arba'im
shanah; and Iwill scatter theMitzrayimamong theGoyim, andwill disperse them through
the countries.

13 Yet thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: At the end of arba'im shanah will I gather Mitzrayim
from the peoples where they were scattered;

14 And I will bring back the captives of Mitzrayim, and will cause them to return into
Eretz Patros, into the land of their ancestry; and they shall be there a lowlymamlachah.

15 It shall be the shefalah (lowliest)of themamlechot; neither shall it exalt itself anymore
above the Goyim; for I will diminish them, that they shall nomore rule over the Goyim.

16 And it shall be no more the confidence of Bais Yisroel, but shall bring their avon to
remembrance, when they turned toward them; but they shall know that I am Adonoi
HASHEM.

17And it came to pass in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first day
of themonth, the Davar HASHEM came untome, saying:

18 Ben adam, Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel caused his army to avodah gedolah (labor
strenuously) against Tzor (Tyre); every rosh was rubbed bare, and every katef (shoulder)
was rubbed raw; yet had he no sachar (pay), nor his army, fromTzor (Tyre), for the avodah
that he had served against it;

19 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I will give Eretz Mitzrayim unto
Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel; and he shall take her wealth, and take her plunder, and
pillage her booty; and it shall be the sachar (wages) for his army.

20 I havegivenhimEretzMitzrayimashispay forwhichheworked, because theyworked
for Me, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

21 In that day will I cause the keren (horn, strength) of Bais Yisroel to atzmiach (branch,
sprout), and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall
know that I amHASHEM.

30
1The Davar HASHEM came again untome, saying,
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2Ben adam, prophesy, say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Wail ye: Alas for the day!
3For the day is near,
even the YomHASHEM is near,
a Yom Anan (Day of Cloud);
it shall be the time of the Goyim.
4And the cherev shall come uponMitzrayim,
and great anguish shall be in Kush (Ethiopia),
when the slain shall fall in Mitzrayim,
and they shall take away her wealth,
and her yesodot (foundations) shall be broken down.
5 Kush, and Put, and Lud, and all the mixed horde, and Libya, and the Bnei Eretz HaBrit
with them, shall fall by the cherev.
6Thus saith HASHEM:
They also that support Mitzrayim shall fall;
and the ga'on (pride) of her strength shall come down;
fromMigdol to Seveneh shall they fall within her by the cherev,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.
7And they shall be desolate betoch (in themidst of) the countries that are desolate,
and her towns shall be in themidst of the towns that are laid waste.
8And they shall know that I amHASHEM,
when I have set an eish inMitzrayim,
and when all her allies shall be destroyed.

9 In that day shall malachim go forth fromMe in ships to make the complacently secure
Ethiopians afraid, and great anguish shall come upon them, as in the YomMitzrayim; for,
hinei, it cometh.

10Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

I will also cause themultitude of Mitzrayim to cease
by the yad of Nevukhadretzar Melech Bavel.
11He and his armywith him,
themost terrible of the Goyim,
shall be brought in to destroy ha'aretz;
and they shall draw their charavot (swords) against Mitzrayim,
and fill ha'aretz with the slain.
12And I will make the river channels dry,
and sell ha'aretz to the yad ra'im;
I will make eretz desolate, and all that is therein,
by the yad of zarim.
I HASHEM have spoken it.

13Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

I will also destroy the gillulim (idols),
and I will cause their elilim (images, false g-ds) to cease out of Noph;
and there shall be nomore a nasi of Eretz Mitzrayim;
and I will put fear in Eretz Mitzrayim.
14And I will make Patros desolate,
and will kindle eish, setting fire to Tzoan,
and will execute shefatim (judgments, punishments) in No.
15And I will pour My fury upon Siyn,
the ma'oz (stronghold) of Mitzrayim;
and I will cut off themultitude of No.
16And I will kindle eish, setting fire to Mitzrayim;
Siyn shall writhe in anguish,
and No shall be breached,
and Noph shall be taken by storm in broad daylight.
17The bochurim of On and of Pi-Veset shall fall by the cherev;
and these towns shall go into captivity.
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18At Tachpanches also the day shall be darkened,
when I shall break there the yokes of Mitzrayim;
and the ga'on (pride) of her strength shall cease in her;
as for her, an anan (a cloud) shall cover her,
and her banot shall go into captivity.
19Thus will I execute shefatim (judgments) in Mitzrayim;

20And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the
month, that the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,

21Ben adam, I have broken the zero'a of Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim; and, hinei, it shall
not be bound up to bring refu'ot (healing), nor a splint put on to bind it, tomake it strong to
hold the cherev.

22Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hinei, I am against PharaohMelechMitzrayim,
andwill break his zero'ot (arms), the chazakah (strong), and that whichwas broken; and I
will cause the cherev to fall out of his yad.

23 And I will scatter Mitzrayim among the Goyim, and will disperse them through the
countries.

24And Iwill strengthen the zero'ot (arms) ofMelech Bavel, and putMy cherev in his yad;
but I will break the zero'ot of Pharaoh, and he shall groan before him with the groanings
of themortally wounded.

25 But I will strengthen the zero'ot (arms) of Melech Bavel, and the zero'ot (arms) of
Pharaoh shall fall down; and they shall know that I amHASHEM,when I shall putMycherev
into the yad of Melech Bavel, and he shall stretch it out against Eretz Mitzrayim.

26 And I will scatter the Mitzrayim among the Goyim, and disperse them among the
countries; and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

31
1And it came topass in the eleventhyear, in the thirdmonth, in thefirst dayof themonth,

that the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, speak unto PharaohMelechMitzrayim, and to his multitude:

Whom art thou like in thy greatness?
3Hinei, Ashur (the Assyrian)was a cedar in Levanon
with yafeh branches, and with a forest shade,
and of a high stature;
and his top was above the thick boughs.
4Themayimmade it grow,
the tehom (undergroundwater) set him up in height
by her streams flowing
all around its planting,
and sent her rivulets
unto all the trees of the sadeh.
5Therefore his height was exalted
above kol atzei hasadeh (all the trees of the field),
and his boughs weremultiplied,
and his branches became long
because of themayim rabbim, as it sent them out.
6All the oph HaShomayim
made their nests in his boughs,
and under his branches did all the beasts of the sadeh
give birth to their young,
and under his tzel (shadow)
dwelt kol Goyim rabbim.
7Thus was he beautiful in his gadol (greatness),
in the length of his branches;
for his shoresh (root) reached
to mayim rabbim.
8The cedars in the Gan Elohim
could not compare with him;
the pine trees were not
like his boughs,
and the plane trees were not
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like his branches;
nor any etz (tree) in the Gan Elohim
was like unto him in his beauty.
9 I havemade him beautiful
by themultitude of his branches:
so that all the trees of Eden, that were in the Gan Elohim,
envied him.

10 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because thou hast increased thyself in height,
and he hath shot up his top above the thick boughs, and his lev is proudly lifted up in his
height,

11 I have therefore delivered him into the yad of the mighty one of the Goyim; he shall
surely deal with him; I have driven him out according to his wickedness.

12Andzarim, themost terrible of theGoyim, have cut himdown, andhave left him; upon
theharimand in all the ge'ayot (valleys)his branches are fallen, andhis boughs are broken
by all the ravines of the earth; and kol Amei HaAretz (all the nations of the earth) departed
from his tzel (shade), and forsook him.

13Upon his ruin shall all the oph Shomayim remain, and all the beasts of the sadeh shall
come to his branches;

14 To the end that none of all the trees by the mayim exalt themselves for their height,
neither shoot up their top above the thick boughs, and that no trees that drinkmayimmay
reach up to them in height; for they are all delivered untomavet, to the depths of ha'aretz,
in themidst of the bnei adam, with them that go down to the bor (pit).

15 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: In the day when he went down to Sheol I caused a
mourning; I covered the tehom (deep) for him, and I restrained the rivers thereof, and the
mayim rabbim were held back; and I caused Levanon to mourn for him, and all the trees
of the sadeh wilted and fainted for him.

16 I made the Goyim to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to Sheol
with them that descend into the bor (pit); and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best
of Levanon, all that drinkmayim, shall be consoled in the depths of ha'aretz.

17They alsowent down into Sheolwith himunto them that be slainwith the cherev; and
they that were his zero'a, that dwelt under his tzel (shade) in themidst of the Goyim.

18 To whom art thou thus like in kavod and in greatness among the trees of Eden? Yet
shalt thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the depths of ha'aretz; thou shalt
lie in themidst of the arelim (uncircumcised)with them that be slain by the cherev.
This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

32
1 And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth month, in the first day of the

month, that the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, take up a kinah (lamentation) for Pharaoh Melech Mitzrayim, and say unto

him:

Thou art like a lion of the Goyim,
and thou art as a seamonster in the yamim (seas);
and thou thrash about in thy rivers,
and troubledst themayimwith thy feet,
and fouledst their rivers.
3Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
I will therefore spread out My net over thee
with a kahal of amim rabbim;
and they shall draw thee up inMy net.
4Thenwill I throw thee upon ha'aretz,
I will cast thee forth upon the open sadeh,
and will cause all the oph HaShomayim to settle upon thee,
and I will fill the beasts of kol ha'aretz (the whole earth)with thee.
5And I will lay thy basar upon the harim,
and fill the ge'ayot (valleys)with thy height.
6 I will also water with thy flowing dahm
eretz even up to the harim;
and the ravines shall be full of thee.
7Andwhen I shall put out thy light,
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I will cover the Shomayim,
andmake the kokhavim thereof dark;
I will cover the shemesh with an anan (cloud),
and the yarei'ach (moon) shall not give her light.
8All the bright lights of Shomayim
will I make dark over thee,
and set choshech upon thy land,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.

9 I will also trouble the hearts of amim rabbim (many peoples), when I shall bring thy
destruction among the Goyim, into the countries which thou hast not known.

10 Indeed, Iwillmake amim rabbim (manypeoples) appalled at thee, and theirmelachim
shall be horribly afraid because of theewhen I brandishMy cherev before them; and they
shall tremble at everymoment, every ish for his own nefesh, in the day of thy downfall.

11For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Cherev of Melech Bavel shall come upon thee.
12By the charavot (swords) of the gibborim (mighty)will I cause thymultitude to fall, the

most terrible of the Goyim, all of them.

And they shall plunder the ga'on (pomp) of Mitzrayim,
and all the multitude thereof shall be made shmad.
13 I will destroy also all the behemah thereof from beside themayim rabbim;
neither shall the regel adammuddy them anymore,
nor the hooves of beasts muddy them.
14Thenwill I make their mayim clear,
and cause their rivers to run like shemen,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.
15When I shall make Eretz Mitzrayim desolate,
and the country shall be destitute of that whereof it was full,
when I shall strike all them that dwell therein,
then shall they know that I amHASHEM.

16 This is the kinah (lamentation) wherewith they shall lament her; the banot of the
Goyim shall lament her; they shall lament for her, even for Mitzrayim, and for all her
multitude, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

17 It came to pass also in the twelfth year, in the fifteenth day of themonth, that theDevar
HASHEM came untome, saying,

18 Ben adam, wail for the multitude of Mitzrayim, and send them down, even her, and
the banot of the mighty Goyim, unto the depths of ha'aretz, with them that go down into
the bor (pit):

19Whom dost thou surpass in beauty?
Go down, and be thou laid with the arelim (uncircumcised).

20They shall fall in themidst of them that are slain by the cherev; she is delivered to the
cherev; drag her off and all her multitudes.

21 The mightiest among the gibborim shall speak to him out of the midst of Sheol with
them[that as allies] helphim; theyare gonedown, they liewith thearelim (uncircumcised),
slain by the cherev.

22Ashur (Assyria) is there and all her kahal; his kevarim are about him; all of them slain,
fallen by the cherev;

23Whose kevarim are set in the recesses of the bor (pit), and her kahal (company) is all
around her kevurah; all of them slain, fallen by the cherev, which caused terror in Eretz
Chayyim.

24 There is Eilam and all her multitude around her kevurah, all of them slain, fallen by
the cherev, which are gone down arelim (uncircumcised) into the lower parts of ha'aretz,
which caused their terror in Eretz Chayyim; yet have they borne their shame with them
that go down to the bor (pit).

25They have set her a mishkav (bed) in the midst of the slain with all her multitude; her
kevarim are all around him; all of them arelim (uncircumcised), slain by the cherev; for
they spread terror in Eretz Chayyim, yet have they borne their shame with them that go
down to the bor (pit); he is put in themidst of them that are slain.
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26There is Meshech, Tuval, and all hermultitude; her kevarim are all around him; all of
them arelim (uncircumcised), slain by the cherev, though they caused their terror in Eretz
Chayyim.

27And they shall not lie with the gibborim that are fallen of the arelim (uncircumcised),
which are gone down to Sheol with their weapons of milchamah; and they have laid their
charavot (swords) under their heads, but their avonot shall be upon their atzmot, though
they were the terror of the gibborim in Eretz Chayyim.

28 Indeed, thou shalt be broken in the midst of the arelim (uncircumcised), and shalt lie
with them that are slain with the cherev.

29 There is Edom, her melachim, and all her nasi'im, which despite their gevurah
(might) are laid beside them that were slain by the cherev; they shall lie with the arelim
(uncircumcised), and with them that go down to the bor.

30There are the princes of the north, all of them, and all those of Tzidon, which are gone
down with the slain; in shame at the terror which they caused by their gevurah (might);
and they lie as arelim (uncircumcised)with them that be slain by the cherev, and bear their
shamewith them that go down to the bor.

31 Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be consoled over all his multitude, even Pharaoh
and all his army slain by the cherev, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

32 For I have caused My terror in Eretz Chayyim; and he shall be laid in the midst of the
arelim (uncircumcised)with them that are slain with the cherev, even Pharaoh and all his
multitude, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

33
1Again the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2BenAdam, speak to theBneiAmecha, and sayunto them,When I bring the cherevupon

eretz, if the AmHaAretz take ish echad (oneman)within their midst, and appoint him for
their tzofeh (watchman, sentinel),

3 If when he seeth the cherev come upon HaAretz, he blow the shofar, and warn HaAm;
4Thenwhosoever heareth the sound of the shofar, and taketh notwarning; if the cherev

come, and take him away, his dahm shall be upon his own rosh.
5He heard the sound of the shofar, and took not warning; his dahm shall be upon him.

But he that taketh warning shall save his nefesh.
6But if the tzofeh (watchman, sentinel) see the cherev coming, and blow not the shofar,

and HaAm be not warned; if the cherev come, and take any nefesh from among them, he
is taken away in his avon (iniquity); but for his dahm will I require [an accounting] at the
yad HaTzofeh.

7So thou, O BenAdam, I have set thee a tzofeh unto the Bais Yisroel; therefore thou shalt
hear the Davar at Mymouth, and give themwarning fromMe.

8When I say unto the rashah (wicked man), O rashah, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost
not speak to warn the rashah from his derech, that rashah shall die in his avon (iniquity);
but for his dahmwill I require [an accounting] at thine yad.

9Nevertheless, if thou warn the rashah of his derech to turn from it; if he does not turn
from his derech, he shall die in his avon (iniquity); but thou hast saved thy nefesh.

10 Therefore, O thou Ben Adam, speak unto Bais Yisroel: Thus ye have spoken, saying,
If peysha'einu (our transgressions, rebellions) and chattoteinu (our sins) be upon us, and
because of themwe are rotting away, how should we then live?

11 Say unto them, As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, I have no pleasure in the mot of the
rashah; but that the rashahmake teshuvah fromhisderechand live; shuvu (turnye), shuvu
(turn ye) from your drakhim hara'im; for whywill ye die, O Bais Yisroel?

12 Therefore, thou Ben Adam, say unto the Bnei Amecha, The tzidkat hatzaddik (righ-
teousness of a righteous man) shall not save him in his Yom Peysha (Day of Rebellion, Day
of his Transgession); as for the rishat harashah, he shall not fall thereby in his Yom Shuv
(Day of Turning, Repentance) from his resha; neither shall the tzaddik be able to live his
tzedakah in his Yom Chattot (daywhen he commits sin).

13When I shall say to the tzaddik, that he shall surely live, if he trust in his own tzedakah,
and commit evil, all his tzidkot (righteousnesses) shall not be remembered; but for his evil
that he hath committed, he shall die in it.

14Again, when I say unto the rashah, Thou shalt surely die and he turn from his chattat,
and do that which is mishpat and tzedakah;

15 If the rashah give back the chavol (borrowerʼs pledge), give back what he has stolen,
walk in the chukkot hachayyim, without committing evil; he shall surely live, he shall not
die.
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16None of his chattot that he hath committed shall be remembered against him; he hath
done that which is mishpat and tzedakah; he shall surely live.

17Yet theBneiAmechasay, TheDerechAdonoi isnotproper; butas for them, theirderech
is not proper.

18When the tzaddik turneth from his tzedakah, and committeth evil, he shall even die
thereby.

19But if the rashah turn from his resha, and do that which is mishpat and tzedakah, he
shall live thereby.

20 Yet ye say, The Derech Adonoi is not proper. O ye Bais Yisroel, I will judge you every
one according to his drakhim.

21And it came to pass in the twelfth shanah of our Golus, in the tenthmonth, on the fifth
day of the month, that one that had escaped out of Yerushalayim came unto me, saying,
The Ir (City, Jerusalem) has fallen.*

22Now theYadHASHEMwasuponme in the erevbeforehe thatwas escaped arrived; and
He had openedmymouth before he came to me in the boker; andmymouth was opened,
and I was nomore dumb.

23Then the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
24Ben Adam, they that inhabit those ruins of Admat Yisroel speak, saying, Avrahamwas

one, and he inherited HaAretz; but we are rabbim; HaAretz is given to us for an inherited
possession.

25 Therefore say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Ye eat al hadahm† and lift up
your eyes toward your gillulim, and do shefach dahm — even so shall you inherit the
possession of HaAretz?

26Ye rely upon your cherev, ye work toevah, and ye defile every one his neighborʼs isha;
and shall ye inherit as a possession HaAretz?

27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: As I live, surely they that are in
the ruins shall fall by the cherev, and him that is in the open sadeh will I give to the wild
animals to be devoured, and they that be in themetzudot (strongholds) and in theme'arot
(caves) shall die of dever (plague).

28For I will make HaAretzmost desolate, and the ga'on (pride, pomp) of her oz (strength)
shall cease; and the harim of Yisroel shall be desolate, that none pass through.

29Then shall they know that I amHASHEM, when I have made HaAretz a desolation and
a waste because of all their to'avot which they have committed.

30Also, thou BenAdam, the Bnei Amecha still are talking against thee by the kirot (walls)
and in thedoorwaysof thebatim (houses), and speakone to another, everyone to achiv (his
brother), saying, Come, now, and hear what is the Davar that cometh forth fromHASHEM.

31And they comeunto thee as Amcometh, and they sit before thee as Ami, and they hear
thy devarim, but they will not practice them; for with their mouth there is agavim (lusts),
but their lev pursueth after their betza (unjust gain).

32And, hinei, thou art unto themnothingmore thanonewith a kol yafeh (beautiful voice)
who sings shir agavim (sensual love songs) and can play well on amusical instrument; for
they hear thy devarim, but they do them not.

33Andwhen this cometh to pass— hinei, it will come— then shall they know that a navi
hath been among them.

34
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2 Ben Adam, prophesy against the ro'im (shepherds) of Yisroel, prophesy, and say unto

them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM unto the ro'im (shepherds); Oy to the ro'im (shepherds)
of Yisroel who are ro'im tending to themselves! Should not the ro'im (shepherds) be ro'im
tending to the tzon (flock)?

3 Ye eat the chelev, and ye clothe you with the tzemer (wool), ye slaughter the healthy;
but ye are not ro'im that tend the tzon.

4 The weak have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was cholah
(sick), neither have ye boundup the nishberet (injured ones), neither have ye brought back
that which was straying, neither have ye sought haovedet (the lost); but with chazekah
(force) andwith perek (harshness, severity) have ye ruled them.

5And theywere scattered, because there is no ro'eh; and they became okhel (food) to kol
chayyat hasadeh, when they were scattered.

* 33:21 See Ezek 24:26 † 33:25 Lv 19:26
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6My tzonwandered through all the harim, andupon every high givah (hill); yes,My tzon
was scattered upon all the face of ha'aretz, and none did search or seek after them.

7Therefore, ye ro'im, hear the Devar HASHEM:
8 As I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, surely because My tzon became a prey, and My tzon

became okhel to kol chayyat hasadeh, because there was no ro'eh, neither did My ro'im
(shepherds) search forMy tzon, but the ro'im (shepherds)were ro'im tending to themselves,
and tended not My tzon;

9Therefore, O ye ro'im, hear the Devar HASHEM:
10 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I am against the ro'im; and I will require an

accounting for My tzon at their yad, and cause them to cease from being ro'im to the tzon;
neither shall the ro'im (shepherds) be ro'im tending to themselves anymore; for I will save
My tzon from their mouth, that theymay not be okhel for them.

11For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I, even I, will both search forMy tzon, and seek
after them.

12As a ro'eh seeketh after his tzon in the day that he is among his tzon that are scattered;
sowill I seek afterMy tzon, andwill save themout of kol hamekomot (all the places)where
theyhavebeen scattered there in the yomananva'arafel (dayof cloudsand thickdarkness).

13And Iwill bring themout fromHaAmim, and gather them from the aratzot (countries),
andwill bring them to their own adamah, and I will tend them as Ro'eh upon the harim of
Yisroel by the ravines, and in all the moshevei HaAretz.

14 Iwill give themfeedingof a roeh inamireh tov (goodpasture)andupon thehighharim
of Yisroel shall their naveh (fold, abode of sheep) be; there shall they lie in a naveh tov, and
in amireh shamen (fat pasture) shall they feed upon the harim of Yisroel.

15As a ro'ehwill I tendMy tzon, and I will cause them to lie down, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
16 I will seek haovedet (thatwhichwas lost), and bring back thatwhichwas straying, and

will bind up the nishberet (that which was injured), and will strengthen the cholah (sick);
but I will destroy the shemenah (stout, sleek) and the chazakah; I will tend to them with
mishpat (justice).

17And as for you, OMy tzon, thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; Hineni, I judge between seh and
seh, between the rams and the goats.

18Seemeth it a small thingunto you tohave eatenup themirehhatov (goodpasture), that
ye must also trample downwith your raglayimwhat is left of your mirim (pastures)? And
to have drunk of the clear mayim, but yemust also foul the rest with your raglayim?

19And as forMy tzon, they feed on thatwhich ye have trampledwith your raglayim; and
they drink that which ye have fouled with your raglayim.

20 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM unto them; Hineni, I, even I, will act as shofet
between the seh biryah (fat lamb) and between the seh razah (emaciated lamb).

21 Because ye have thrust with flank and with shoulder, and butted all the weak
emaciated ones with your karnayim, till ye have scattered them abroad;

22Thereforewill I saveMy tzon, and they shall nomore be a prey; and Iwill act as shofet
between seh and seh.

23And Iwill set up Ro'eh Echad over them, He shall tend them as ro'eh, even Avdi Dovid;
He shall feed them. He shall be their Ro'eh.

24 And I HASHEM will be their Elohim, and Avdi Dovid* a Nasi among them; I HASHEM
have spoken.

25And Iwillmakewith themaBrit Shalom, andwill cause the chayyah ra'ah to cease out
of HaAretz; and they shall dwell safely in themidbar, and sleep in the ye'arot (forests).

26And I will make them and the places surrounding My givah (hill) a brocha; and I will
cause the geshem to come down in its season; there shall be gishmei brocha (showers of
blessing).

27And the etz hasadeh shall yield her p'ri, and ha'aretz shall yield her increase, and they
shall be safe in their adamah, and shall know that I am HASHEM, when I have broken the
bars of their ol (yoke), and saved them out of the yad haovedim (hand, power of enslavers)
of them.

28 And they shall no more be a prey to the Goyim, neither shall the chayyat HaAretz
devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.

29And Iwill raise up for themaplanting of renown, and they shall be nomore consumed
with ra'av in HaAretz, neither bear the shame of the Goyim anymore.

30Thus shall they know that I HASHEMEloheihemamwith them, and that they, evenBais
Yisroel, are My people, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

* 34:24Moshiach
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31And ye My tzon, the tzon of My mireh, are adam, and I am Eloheichem, saith Adonoi
HASHEM.

35
1Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
2Ben adam, set thy face against Har Se'ir, and prophesy against it,
3And say unto it, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, O Har Se'ir, I am against thee, and

I will stretch out Mine yad against thee, and I will make thee a desolation and a waste.
4 I will lay thy towns waste, and thou shalt be desolate, and thou shalt know that I am

HASHEM.
5 Because thou hast had an eivat olam (ancient enmity), and delivered over the Bnei

Yisroel to the power of the cherev at the time of their calamity, in the time of their avon
ketz (final punishment).

6 Therefore, as I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, I will turn thee unto dahm, and dahm shall
pursue thee; since thou hast not hated dahm, even dahm shall pursue thee.

7Thuswill ImakeHar Se'irmost desolate, and cut off from it him that goeth andhim that
cometh.

8And I will fill his harim with his slain; in thy geva'ot (hills), and in thy ge'ayot (valleys)
and in all thy ravines, shall they fall that are slain with the cherev.

9 I will make thee shimemot olam (eternal desolations), and thy towns shall not be
inhabited; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

10Because thou hast said, These two Goyim* and these two countries shall bemine, and
wewill possess it; although HASHEMwas there;

11Therefore, as I live, saith Adonoi HASHEM, I will even do according to thine anger, and
according to thine kina (jealousy)which thou hast showed in thy hatred against them; and
I will makeMyself known among them, when I have judged thee.

12And thou shalt know that I amHASHEM.
I have heard all thy insults which thou hast spoken against the harim of Yisroel, saying,

They are laid desolate, they are given to us to consume.
13Thus with yourmouth ye have boasted of your greatness against Me, havemultiplied

your devarim against Me; I have heard them.
14Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: When kol ha'aretz (the whole earth) rejoiceth, I will make

thee desolate.
15As thoudidst rejoice at the nachalah of the Bais Yisroel, because itwas desolate, sowill

I do unto thee; thou shalt be desolate, OHar Se'ir, and all Edom, even all of it; and they shall
know that I amHASHEM.

36
1Also, thou Ben Adam, prophesy unto the harim of Yisroel, and say, Ye harim of Yisroel

hear the Devar HASHEM.
2 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because the oyev hath said against you, Aha, even the

bamot olam (ancient heights) are ours in possession,
3Therefore prophesy and say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because they havemade you

desolate, and crushed you on every side, that ye might be a possession unto the she'erit
HaGoyim, and ye are taken up in the lips of talkers, and are slandered by the people:

4 Therefore, ye harim of Yisroel, hear the Devar Adonoi HASHEM: Thus saith Adonoi
HASHEM to theharim, and to the geva'ot, to the ravines, and to the ge'ayot, to desolate ruins,
to towns deserted which became a plunder andmockery to the she'erit HaGoyim that are
all around;

5 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Surely in the eish of My kina have I spoken
against the she'erit HaGoyim, and against all Edom, which have given My land into their
possession with simchat kol levav, with she'at nefesh (scorn of soul, contempt), as her
migrash for plunder.

6 Prophesy therefore concerning Admat Yisroel, and say unto the harim, and to the
geva'ot (hills), to the ravines, and to the ge'ayot (valleys), Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
Hineni, I have spoken in My kina (jealousy) and in My chemah (fury), because ye have
borne the scorn of the Goyim;

7Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; I have lifted upMine yad [in oath-taking], Surely
the Goyim that are around you, they shall bear their own scorn.

8But ye, O harim of Yisroel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, and yield your p'ri toMy
people Yisroel; for their return [home] is at hand.

* 35:10 Israel and Judah
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9For, hineni, I am for you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall be plowed and sown;
10And I will multiply adam upon you, kol Bais Yisroel, even all of it; and the towns shall

be inhabited, and the ruins shall be rebuilt;
11And Iwillmultiply upon you adamandbehemah; and they shall increase and become

numerous; and I will make you inhabited as in former times, and I will make you more
prosperous than before; and ye shall know that I amHASHEM.

12 Indeed, I will cause adam to walk upon you, even My people Yisroel; and they shall
possess thee, and thou shalt be their nachalah, and thou shalt nomore again bereave them
of their children.

13 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Because they say unto you, Thou art a land which
devourest adam, and hast bereaved thy nation of children;

14 Therefore thou shalt devour adam no more, neither bereave thy nation any more,
saith Adonoi HASHEM.

15 Neither will I cause men to hear in thee the taunts of the Goyim any more, neither
shalt thou bear the cherpah of the people anymore, neither shalt thou cause thy nation to
stumble anymore, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

16Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
17 Ben adam, when Bais Yisroel dwelt in their own land, they made it tameh by their

own derech and by their doings; their derech was before Me as the tumat haniddah
(contamination of a woman during hermenstrual period).

18Therefore I poured My chemah upon them for their shefach dahm upon ha'aretz, for
their gillulimwherewith they hadmade it tameh;

19 And I scattered them among the Goyim, and they were dispersed through the
countries; according to their derech and according to their doings I judged them.

20 And when they entered unto the Goyim, to where they went, they profaned Shem
Kodshi (Name of My Holiness, Holy Name), when they said to them, These are the Am
HASHEM, and are gone forth out of His land.

21 But I had concern for Shem Kodshi (Name of My Holiness, Holy Name), which Bais
Yisroel had profaned among the Goyim, where they went.

22Therefore sayuntoBais Yisroel, thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: I donot this for your sakes,
O Bais Yisroel, but for the sake of Shem Kodshi, which ye have profaned among Goyim
where ye went.

23And I will show as kodeshMy ShemHaGadol, which was profaned among the Goyim,
which ye have profaned in themidst of them; and theGoyim shall know that I amHASHEM,
saith Adonoi HASHEM, when I shall be set apart as kodesh in you before their eynayim.

24For Iwill take you fromamong the Goyim, and gather you out of all countries, andwill
bring you into your own adamah (land).

25 Then will I sprinkle mayim tehorim upon you, and ye shall be tahor; from all your
tum'a, and from all your gillulim (idols), will I make you tahor.

26A lev chadash also will I give you, and a ruach chadashah will I put within you; and I
will take away the lev haeven (stonyheart) out of your basar, and Iwill give you a lev basar.

27 And I will put My Ruach* within you, and cause you to walk in My chukkot, and ye
shall be shomer over Mymishpatim, and do them.

28Andye shall dwell in ha'aretz that I gave to avoteichem; andye shall beMypeople, and
I will be your Elohim.

29 I will also save you from all your tumot (unclean-nesses); and I will call for the dagan
(grain), and will increase it, and lay no ra'av (famine) upon you.

30And I will multiply the p'ri ha'etz, and the increase of the sadeh, that ye shall receive
nomore cherpah of ra'av (famine) among the Goyim.

31 Then shall ye remember your own drakhim ra'im, and your doings that were not
tovim, and shall loathe yourselves in your own sight for your avonot and for your to'avot.

32Not for your sakes do I this, saith Adonoi HASHEM, be it known unto you; be ashamed
and humiliated for your own drakhim, O Bais Yisroel.

33Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; In the day that I shall have made you tahor from all your
avonot, I will also cause you to resettle the towns, and the ruins shall be rebuilt.

34And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay shemamah (desolate) in the sight
of all that passed by.

35And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like Gan Eden; and thewaste
and desolate and ruined towns are become fortified, and are inhabited.

* 36:27Hakodesh
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36Then theGoyimthatare left all aroundyoushall knowthat IHASHEMrebuilt the ruined
places, and replanted that that was desolate; I HASHEM have spoken it, and I will do it.

37Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Also Iwill be inquired of by Bais Yisroel, to act in behalf of
them; I will increase them adam as numberous as tzon.

38 As the tzon kadashim, as the tzon Yerushalayim in her mo'adim, so shall the ruined
cities be filled with tzon adam; and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

37
1 The Yad HASHEM was upon me, and carried me out in the Ruach* of HASHEM, and set

me down in themidst of the valley which was full of atzmot,
2And causedme to pass by themround about; and, hinei, therewere rabbotme'od in the

open valley; and, hinei, they were very dry.
3 And He said unto me, Ben Adam, can these atzmot live? And I answered, Adonoi

HASHEM, Thou knowest.
4Again He said unto me, Prophesy upon these atzmot, and say unto them, O ye atzmot

hayeveshot, hear the Devar HASHEM.
5 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM unto these atzmot: Hinei, I will cause ruach to enter into

you, and ye shall live;
6And I will lay gidim (sinews, tendons) upon you, andwill bring up basar upon you, and

cover you with ohr (skin), and put ruach in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall have da'as
that I amHASHEM.

7So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, therewas a noise, and hinei
a rattling, and the atzmot came together, etzem to its etzem.

8 And when I beheld, hinei, the gidim and the basar came up upon them, and the ohr
covered them above; but there was no ruach in them.

9 Then said He unto me, Prophesy unto the ruach; prophesy, Ben Adam, and say to the
ruach, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Come from the arba ruchot, O ruach, and breathe upon
these slain, that theymay live.

10 So I prophesied as He commandedme, and the ruach came into them, and they lived,
and stood up upon their raglayim, a chayil gadol me'odme'od.

11ThenHe said untome, BenAdam, these atzmot are the kol Bais Yisroel. Hinei, they say,
Our atzmot are dried up, and tikvateinu (our hope) is gone; nigzarnu lanu (we are cut off).

12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hinei, O My
people, I will open your keverot, and cause you to come up out of your keverot, and bring
you into Admat Yisroel (the Land of Israel).

13And ye shall know that I amHASHEM, when I have opened your keverot, OMy people,
and brought you up out of your keverot,

14 And shall put My Ruach in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own
land; then shall ye know that I HASHEM have spoken it, and performed it, saith HASHEM.

15The Devar HASHEM came again untome, saying,
16Moreover, thoubenadam, take theeEtz Echad, andwrite upon it, ForYehudah, and for

the Bnei Yisroel his chaverim; then take another Etz Echad, and write upon it, For Yosef,
the Etz Ephrayim and for kol Bais Yisroel his chaverim;

17And join them one to another into Etz Echad; and they shall become achadim (one) in
thine yad.

18Andwhen the Bnei Amecha speak unto thee, saying,Wilt thou not show us what thou
meanest by these?

19 Say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hinei, I will take the Etz Yosef, which is in
the Yad Ephrayim, and the Shivtei Yisroel his chaverim, and will put themwith him, even
with the Etz Yehudah, andmake them Etz Echad, and they shall be Echad inMine Yad.

20And the Etzimwhereon thou writest shall be in thine yad before their eyes.
21And say unto them, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hinei, I will take the Bnei Yisroel from

among the Goyim, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring
them into their own land;

22And Iwillmake themGoyEchad in the landupon themountainsofYisroel; andMelech
Echad shall beMelech to themall; and they shall be nomore twoGoyim, neither shall they
be divided into twoMamlachot anymore at all.

23Neither shall theymake themselves tamehanymorewith their gillulim, norwith their
shikkutzim, nor with any of their peysha'im; but I will save them out of all their moshavot
wherein they have sinned, andwillmake them tahor; so shall they beMypeople, and Iwill
be their Elohim.
* 37:1Hakodesh
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24And Avdi Dovid† shall be Melech over them; and they all shall have Ro'eh Echad; they
shall also walk inMymishpatim, and observeMy chukkot, and do them.

25And they shall dwell inHaAretz that I havegivenuntoAvdiYa'akov,whereinyourAvot
have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their banim, and their bnei banim
ad olam; and Dovid Avdi‡ shall be their Nasi l'olam.

26Moreover I will make a Brit Shalomwith them; it shall be a Brit Olamwith them; and
I will establish them, and multiply them, and will set My Mikdash in the midst of them
l'olam.

27MyMishkan also shall be with them; yes, I will be their Elohim, and they shall be My
people.

28And theGoyimshall knowthat IHASHEMset apart askodeshYisroel,whenMyMikdash
shall be in themidst of them l'olam (forever).

38
1And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
2Ben adam, set thy face against Gog, Eretz HaMagog, the nasi rosh Meshech and Tuval,

and prophesy against him,
3 And say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Hineni, I am against thee, O Gog, the nasi rosh

Meshech and Tuval;
4And I will turn thee around, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will take thee out, and

all thine army, susim and parashim, all of them splendidly outfitted, even a kahal ravwith
body shields andmogen, all of them handling charavot (swords);

5Paras, Kush, and Put with them; all of themwithmogen and kova (helmet); 1
6 Gomer, and all its hordes; Bais Togarmah of the north parts, and all his troops; and

amim rabbim (many peoples)with thee.
7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy kahal that are assembled

unto thee, and serve thou as guard unto them.
8After yamim rabbim thou shalt be visited; in the acharit hashanim (future years) thou

shalt invade eretz that is recovering from cherev (sword, war), and [whose inhabitants]
have been regathered out of amim rabbim, on the harim of Yisroel, which have long lain
desolate; but it* is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell securely, all of
them.

9Thou shalt ascend and advance like a storm, thou shalt be like a storm cloud covering
ha'aretz, thou, and all thy troops, andmany peoples with thee.

10 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM; It shall also come to pass, that on that day thoughts will
arise into thymind, and thou shalt devise amachashevet ra'ah (an evil plan);

11And thou shalt say, I will go up and invade eretz of unwalled villages; I will go to them
thatareat rest, thatdwell securely, all of themdwellingwithout chomot (walls), andhaving
neither bars nor gates,

12To take a plunder, and to take a booty; to turn thine yad upon the desolate places that
are now inhabited, and upon the people that are regathered out of the Goyim, which have
gottenmikneh (livestock) and goods, that dwell in themidst of ha'aretz.

13 Sheva, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof,
shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take plunder? Hast thou gathered thine army to take
booty? To carry away kesef and zahav, to take awaymikneh (livestock) and goods, to take
a great plunder?

14Therefore, Ben Adam, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: In that
day whenMy people Yisroel dwelleth securely, thou wilt know it!

15 And thou shalt come from thy makom (place) out of the far north, thou, and amim
rabbim (manypeoples)with thee, all of themridinguponsusim, akahal gadol, andamighty
army;

16 And thou shalt come up against My people Yisroel, like an anan (cloud) covering
ha'aretz; it shall be in the acharit hayamim, and I will bring thee against My land, so that
the Goyim may know Me, when I shall be shown as set apart as kodesh in thee, O Gog,
before their eynayim.

17 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by My
avadim the nevi'im of Yisroel, which prophesied in those days that after many years I
would bring thee against them?

18And it shall come to pass at the same timewhenGog shall come against Admat Yisroel,
saith Adonoi HASHEM, that My hot chemah (fury) shall be aroused.

† 37:24Moshiach ‡ 37:25Moshiach * 38:8 the regathered people
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19For in My kina (jealousy) and in the eish of My evrah (wrath) have I spoken, Surely in
that day there shall be a ra'ash gadol (great earthquake) in Admat Yisroel;

20 So that the dagim of the yam, and the oph HaShomayim, and the beasts of the sadeh,
and all creeping things that creepuponha'adamah, andkol ha'adam that are upon the face
of adamah, shall shake atMypresence, and the harim shall be throwndown, and the steep
places shall fall, and every chomah shall fall to the ground.

21And Iwill call for a cherev against him throughout allMyharim, saithAdonoiHASHEM;
cherev of every ish shall be against his brother.

22And I will judge him with dever and with dahm; and I will rain upon him, and upon
his troops, and upon the amim rabbim (many peoples) that are with him, a torrential rain,
and great hailstones, eish, and burning gofrit.

23 Thus will I magnify Myself, and set Myself apart as kodesh and I will make Myself
known in the eynayim of Goyim rabbim, and they shall know that I amHASHEM.

39
1Therefore, thou Ben Adam, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:

Hineni, I am against thee, O Gog, nasi roshMeshech and Tuval;
2And Iwill turn thee around, and drive thee on, andwill cause thee to come up from the

far north, and will bring thee upon the harim of Yisroel;
3And I will knock thy keshet out of thy left hand, and will cause thine khitzim to fall out

of thy right hand.
4Thou shalt fall upon the harim of Yisroel, thou, and all thy troops, and the peoples with

thee; I will give thee unto the birds of prey of every sort, and to the beasts of the sadeh to
be devoured.

5Thou shalt fall upon the open sadeh; for I have spoken it, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
6And I will send an eish on Magog, and among them that dwell complacently secure in

the coastlands; and they shall know that I amHASHEM.
7 So will I make Shem Kodshi (Name of My Holiness, Holy Name) known in the midst of

My people Yisroel; and Iwill not let themprofane ShemKodshi (NameofMyHoliness, Holy
Name) anymore: and the Goyim shall know that I amHASHEM Kadosh b'Yisroel.

8Hinei, it is coming, and it shall be done, saith Adonoi HASHEM; this is the day whereof I
have spoken.

9And they that dwell in the towns of Yisroel shall go forth, and shall use for fuel and set
on fire theweapons, both themogen and the bucklers, the keshet and the khitzim, and the
clubs, and the spears, and they shall burn themwith eish sheva shanim;

10 So that they shall take no wood [for fuel] out of the sadeh, neither cut down any out
of the forests; for they shall burn theweaponswith eish; and they shall plunder those that
plundered them, and pillage those that looted them, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

11And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a makom kever (burial
place) there in Yisroel— the valley of those who pass by, east of the yam; and it shall block
the path of the passersby; and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude; and they
shall call it Gey Hamon Gog.

12 And seven months shall Bais Yisroel be burying them, that they may make ha'aretz
tahor.

13 Indeed, kol AmHa'Aretz shall bury them; and it shall give them renown the day that I
shall be glorified, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

14 And they shall set apart anshei tamid (a regular detail of men) to work at passing
through ha'aretz to bury those passing through, those bodies remaining upon the face of
ha'aretz, to make it tahor; for the whole of sevenmonths shall theymake the search.

15And the ones passing through ha'aretz, when any seeth an etzem adam (human bone),
then shall he build a tziyun (marker) beside it, until themekabberim (buriers) have buried
it in the Gey Hamon Gog.

16And also the shem of the Ir shall be Hamonah. Thus shall theymake ha'aretz tahor.
17And, thouben adam, thus saithAdonoiHASHEM: Speakunto every feathered fowl, and

to every beast of the sadeh, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every
side to My zevach (sacrificial feast) that I do sacrifice for you, even a Zevach Gadol upon
the harim of Yisroel, that ye may eat basar, and drink dahm.

18 Ye shall eat the basar gibborim, and drink the dahm of the nasi'im of ha'aretz, as of
rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bulls, all of them fatlings of Bashan.

19Andye shall eat chelev until ye be glutted, anddrink dahmuntil ye be shikkaron, from
My Zevach which I have sacrificed for you.
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20Thus ye shall be filled at My shulchanwith susim and riders, with gibbor, andwith all
ish hamilchamah, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

21And Iwill setMyKavod among the Goyim, and kol HaGoyim shall seeMymishpat that
I have executed, andMy yad that I have laid upon them.

22 So Bais Yisroel shall know that I amHASHEM Eloheihem from that day and forward.
23And theGoyim shall know that Bais Yisroelwent into theGolus for their avon; because

theywere unfaithful toMe; therefore hid IMy face from them, and gave them into the yad
of their enemies; so fell they all by the cherev.

24According to their tumahandaccording to their peysha'imhave I dealtwith them, and
hidMy face from them.

25 Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Now will I bring back the captives of Ya'akov,
and have compassion upon kol Bais Yisroel, and will be jealous for Shem Kodshi (Name of
MyHoliness, Holy Name);

26After that theyhaveborne their shame, andall theirunfaithfulnesswhereby theyhave
been unfaithful against Me, when they dwelt securely in their adamah, and none made
them afraid.

27When I have brought them back from the nations, and regathered them out of the
lands of their oyevim, and am set apart as kodesh through them in the sight of Goyim
rabbim;

28 Then shall they know that I am HASHEM Eloheihem, Who caused them to be led into
the Golus among the Goyim; but I have regathered them unto their own adamah (land),
and have left none of them behind anymore in the Golus.

29Neitherwill I hideMy face anymore from them; for I have poured outMyRuach upon
Bais Yisroel, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

40
1 In thefiveand twentiethyearofourGolus, in the roshhashanah,* in the tenthdayof the

month in the fourteenth year† after the fall of the Ir,‡ in the selfsame day the Yad HASHEM
was uponme, and brought me there.

2 In the marot Elohim (visions of G-d, Divine visions)He brought me to Eretz Yisroel, and
set me upon a very highmountain, onwhichwas amivneh (structure) resembling an ir to
the negev (south).

3And He brought me there, and, hinei, there was an ish, whose appearance was like the
appearanceofnechoshet,withacordof linen inhisyad, andakenehhamiddah (measuring
rod); and he§ stood in the sha'ar.*

4And the ish said untome, Ben Adam, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears,
and set thine lev upon all that I shall show thee; for l'ma'an (to the intent, in order that) I
might showthemunto theeart thoubroughthere; declareall that thouseest toBaisYisroel.

5 And, hinei, a chomah (wall) was on the outside of the Bais† compound and was
surrounding it, and in the yad of the ish was a keneh hamiddah of six long cubits, each
a cubit and a handbreadth; so he‡measured the thickness of the structure,§ one rod; and
the wallʼs height, one rod.

6 Then came he* unto the sha'ar (gateway) which faceth eastward, and went up the
ma'alot (steps, stairs) thereof, and measured the saf (threshold) of the sha'ar, which was
one rod deep;

7 And every ta (recess) was one rod wide, and one rod deep; and between the ta'im
(rooms)were five cubits; and the saf (threshold) of the sha'ar next to the ulam of the sha'ar
on the inside was one rod.

8He†measured also the ulam of the sha'ar on the inside, one rod.
9Thenhemeasured theulamof the sha'ar, eight cubits; and the jambs thereof, twocubits;

and the ulam of the sha'ar was on the inside.
10And the ta'im of the sha'ar eastward were shloshah on this side, and shloshah on that

side; they threewereof the samemeasurement; and the jambshad the samemeasurement
on this side and on that side.

11And he measured the width of the petach (opening) of the sha'ar, ten cubits; and the
length of the sha'ar, thirteen cubits.

* 40:1 of Yovel (Jubilee) † 40:1 573 B.C.E. ‡ 40:1 Yerushalayim § 40:3 the angelic being * 40:3 i.e., the
EasternGate; see further 43:15; 44:1-3; HASHEMʼs glory enters andexits here andMoshiach, see 44:3 † 40:5Hamikdash
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12The boundary line also before the ta'ot (recesses)was one cubit on this side, one cubit
on that side; and the ta were six cubits deep on this side, and six cubits on that side.

13He‡ measured then the sha'ar from the ceiling of one ta to the ceiling of another; the
width was five and twenty cubits; petach§ was opposite to petach.

14He* made [measurement] of the ulam, threescore cubits, even unto the jamb of the
khatzer at the sha'ar all around.

15 And from the front of the sha'ar, the outer side, unto the front of the interior ulam
vestibule was fifty cubits.

16 And there were chalonot atumot (closed niches) for the ta'im, the sha'ar and for
their side walls and these were interior of the sha'ar all around, and likewise the ulam
vestibules: and chalonot were round about on the inside; and upon each jamb were
timorim (palm trees).

17 Then he† brought me into the khatzer hakhitzonah (outer courtyard), and, hinei,
there were leshakhot (chambers), and ritzpah (pavement) constructed for the khatzer
(courtyard) all around; thirty leshakhot were along the ritzpah.

18And the ritzpahwas by the side of the she'arim running the length of the she'arim, the
lower ritzpah.

19Thenhe‡measured thewidth from the forefront of the lower sha'ar unto the forefront
of the khatzer hapenimi (inner courtyard) on its outside, a hundred cubits eastward and
northward.

20And the sha'ar of the khatzer hakhitzonah that looked toward the north, hemeasured
the length thereof, and the width thereof.

21 And the ta'im thereof were shloshah on this side and shloshah on that side; and the
jambs thereof and the ulam thereof were after the measure of the first sha'ar; the length
thereof was fifty cubits, and the width five and twenty cubits.

22 And their chalonot, and their ulam vestibules, and their timorim, had the same
measurements as the sha'ar that looketh toward the east; and they went up unto it by
ma'alot sheva; and the ulam thereof were before them.

23And the sha'ar of the khatzer hapenimi (inner courtyard)was facing toward the north,
and toward the east; and he§measured from sha'ar to sha'ar a hundred cubits.

24 After that he* brought me toward the south, and, hinei, a sha'ar toward the south;
and he measured the jambs thereof and the ulam vestibules thereof according to these
measures.

25And therewerechalonimin it and in theulamvestibule thereof roundabout, like those
chalonot; the length was fifty cubits, and the width five and twenty cubits.

26And therewerema'alot shivah (seven steps, stairs) to goup to it, and theulamvestibule
thereof were before them; and it had timorim, one on this side, and another on that side,
upon the jambs thereof.

27And there was a sha'ar in the khatzer hapenimi toward the south; and he†measured
from sha'ar to sha'ar toward the south a hundred cubits.

28 And he‡ brought me to the khatzer hapenimi through the south sha'ar; and he§
measured the south sha'ar according to these measures;

29Andthe ta'imthereof, and the jambs thereof, and theulamvestibule thereof, according
to these measures; and there were chalonot in it and in the ulam vestibule thereof round
about; it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits wide.

30And the ulamvestibules round aboutwere five and twenty cubits long, and five cubits
wide.

31 And the ulam vestibules thereof were facing the khatzer hachatzonah (the outer
courtyard); and timorim were upon the jambs thereof; and the going up to it had ma'alot
shmoneh (eight steps, stairs).

32And he* brought me into the khatzer hapenimi toward the east; and hemeasured the
sha'ar according to these measures.

33 And the ta'im thereof, and the jambs thereof, and the ulam vestibule thereof, were
according to these measures; and there were chalonot therein and in the ulam vestibule
thereof round about; it was fifty cubits long, and five and twenty cubits wide.
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34 And the ulam vestibule thereof was toward the khatzer hakhitzonah; and timorim
were upon the jambs thereof, on this side, and on that side; and the going up to it had
ma'alot shmoneh.

35 And he† brought me to the northern sha'ar, and measured it according to these
measures:

36The ta'im thereof, the jambs thereof, and theulamvestibules thereof, and the chalonot
to it round about; the length was fifty cubits, and the width five and twenty cubits.

37And the jambs thereofwere toward the khatzer hakhitzonah; and timorimwere upon
the jambs thereof, on this side, andon that side; and thegoingup to ithadma'alot shmoneh.

38And the lishka and the entryways thereofwere by the ulamvestibules of the she'arim,
where they washed the olah (burnt offering).

39 And in the ulam of the sha'ar were two shulchanot (tables) on this side, and two
shulchanot on that side, to slaughter thereon the olah and the chattat and the asham.

40 And at the side outside, as one goeth up to the petach hasha'ar hatzafonah, were
two shulchanot; and on the other side, which was at the ulam of the sha'ar, were two
shulchanot.

41Four shulchanot were on this side, and four shulchanot on that side, by the side of the
sha'ar; eight shulchanot, whereupon they slaughtered [shachat].

42And the four shulchanotwere of hewn stone for the olah (burntoffering), of a cubit and
a half long, and a cubit and a half wide, and one cubit high; whereupon also they placed
the kelimwherewith they slaughtered the olah (burnt offering) and the zevach.

43 And within were hooks, one handbreadth, set up inside all around; and upon the
shulchanot was the basar of the korban.

44 And outside the sha'ar hapenimi were the lishkhot of the sharim (singers) in the
khatzer hapenimi,whichwas at the side of thenorthern sha'ar; and their viewwas toward
the south; one at the side of the eastern sha'ar having the view toward the north.

45And he‡ said untome, This lishka, whose view is toward the south, is for the Kohanim,
the Shomrei Mishmeret HaBeis.§

46 And the lishka whose view is toward the north is for the Kohanim, the Shomrei
MishmeretHaMizbe'ach; these are theBnei Tzadokamong theBnei Levi,which comenear
to HASHEM tominister unto Him.

47 So he* measured the khatzer (court), a hundred cubits long, and a hundred cubits
wide, foursquare; and theMizbe'ach was before the Beis.†

48And he‡ brought me to the Ulam of the Beis,§ and measured each jamb of the Ulam,
five cubits on this side, and five cubits on that side; and thewidth of the sha'arwas shalosh
cubits on this side, and shalosh cubits on that side.

49The lengthof theUlamwas twentycubits, and thewidthelevencubits, andhe*brought
me by the ma'alot whereby they went up to it; and there were ammudim (pillars) by the
doorposts, one on this side, and another on that side.

41
1Afterward he* brought me to the Heikhal, andmeasured the jambs, six cubits wide on

the one side, and six cubits wide on the other side, which was the width of the Ohel.
2 And the width of the Petach (Entrance) was ten cubits; and the ketefot (shoulders,

sidewalls) of the Petach were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side;
and he†measured the depth thereof, forty cubits; and the width, twenty cubits.

3Thenhewent into the Penimah (the Innermost ),‡ andmeasured the jamb of the Petach,
two cubits; and the Petach, six cubits; and the width of the Petach, sheva (seven) cubits.

4 So he measured the depth thereof, twenty cubits; and the width, twenty cubits, along
the Heikhal; and he§ said untome, This is the Kodesh HaKodashim.

5After he* measured the wall of the Beis,† six cubits; and the width of every tzela (side
chamber, cell), four cubits, around the Beis‡ on every side.

6And the tzela'ot (side chambers, cells)were tzela over tzela, thirty-three in number; and
there were ledges on the wall which was of the Beis for the tzela'ot round about, that they
might take hold there, but they had not hold in the wall of the Beis.§
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7And tzela'ot (side chambers, cells)were broader at each story; a ramp spiraled upward
by stages around the Beis;* therefore thewidth of the Beis increased as it went upward, so
from the lowest to the highest through themiddle.

8 I saw also the height of the Beis† all around; the yesodot (foundations) of the tzela'ot
were a full rod of six cubits long.

9 The thickness of the wall, which was for the tzela toward the outside, was five cubits;
and that which was open was the space at the end of the tzela'ot of the Beis.‡

10And between the leshakhot was the space thewidth of twenty cubits around the Beis§
all around.

11And the petach of the tzela were toward the space that was open, one petach toward
the north, and another petach toward the south; and the width of the place that was open
was five cubits all around.

12NowtheBinyan (building, structure) thatwasbefore theGizrah (separation, separating
courtyard, restricted space, behind the Beis HaMikdash) at the end toward the west was
seventy cubits wide; and the wall of the Binyan was five cubits thick all around, and the
length thereof ninety cubits.

13Sohe*measured theBeis,† ahundred cubits long; and theGizrah, and theBinyan,with
the walls thereof, a hundred cubits long;

14Also the width of the face of the Beis,‡ and of the Gizrah toward the east, a hundred
cubits.

15And he§ measured the length of the Binyan along the front of the Gizrah which was
behind it, and the atikeha (corner structures) thereof on the one side and on the other side,
a hundred cubits, with the Heikhal Hapenimi, and the ulam vestibules of the Khatzer;

16 The doorposts, and the narrow chalonim, and the atikim balconies around on their
three stories, opposite the saf (threshold), paneledwithetz all around, and fromtheground
up to the chalonot, and the chalonot were covered;

17To that above the Petach, even unto the Beis HaPenimi, and at the outside, and by the
wall all around penimi (inner) and khitzon (outer), by measure.

18And itwas carvedwith keruvimand timorim, so that a palm treewas between a keruv
and a keruv; and every keruv had two faces;

19 So that the face of an adamwas toward the palm tree on the one side, and the face of
a young lion toward the palm tree on the other side; it was carved throughout kol HaBeis
all around.

20 From the ground unto above the Petach were keruvim and timorim carved, and on
the wall of the Heikhal.

21 The mezuzas of the Heikhal were squared; as for the front of the Kodesh [HaKo-
dashim], the appearance of the one [mezuzah] was like the appearance of the other.

22TheMizbe'achwas of etz andwas three cubits high, and the length thereof two cubits;
and the corners thereof, and the length thereof, and the sides thereof, were of etz; and he*
said untome, This is the shulchan that is before HASHEM.

23And the Heikhal and the Kodesh had two delatot.
24And the delatot had two doors apiece, two turning doors; two delatot for the one door,

and two delatot for the other door.
25And there were carved on them, on the delatot of the Heikhal, keruvim and timorim,

like those carved upon the†walls; and there was a beam upon the face of the Ulam at the
outside.

26And there were narrow chalonim and timorim on the one side and on the other side,
on the sides of the Ulam, and upon the tzela'ot of the Beis,‡ and thick beams.

42
1 Then he* brought me forth into the khatzer hakhatzonah, the way toward the north;

and he brought me into the lishka that was opposite the Gizrah, and which was opposite
the Binyan toward the north.

2Before the length of a hundred cubitswas the PetachHaTzafon, and thewidthwas fifty
cubits.

3Opposite the twenty cubits of the khatzer hapenimah, and opposite the ritzpah which
was for the khatzer hakhitzonah, was atik (balcony) against atik in three stories.
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4 And before the leshakhot was a mahalach (walkway) ten cubits in width leading
inward, a way of one cubit; and their doors toward the north.

5Now the upper leshakhot were narrow; for the atikim took space from these, from the
lower, and from themiddlemost of the Binyan.

6 For they were in three stories, but had not ammudim like the ammudim of the
khatzerot; therefore they were set back from the ground more than the lowest and the
middlemost.

7And the wall that was outside over against the leshakhot, toward the khatzer hakhit-
zonah on the forepart of the leshakhot, the length thereof was fifty cubits.

8 For the length of the leshakhot that were in the khatzer hakhitzonah was fifty cubits;
and, hineh, before the Heikhal were a hundred cubits.

9 And from below these leshakhot was the entrance on the east side, as one goeth into
them from the khatzer hakhitzonah.

10 In the thickness of the wall of the khatzer toward the east, facing the Gizrah, and over
against the Binyan, were leshakhot (side rooms).

11 And the derech before them was like the appearance of the leshakhot which were
toward the north, as long as they, and as wide as they; and all their exits were both
according to their arrangements, and according to their doorways.

12 And according to the doorways of the leshakhot that were toward the south was a
petach in the rosh of the derech, even the derech directly before the wall toward the east,
as one entereth into them.

13Then said he†untome, The leshakhot hatzafon and the leshakhot hadarom,which are
before the Gizrah, they are leshakhot hakodesh, where the Kohanim that approach unto
HASHEM shall eat the kadshei hakadashim; there shall they put the kadshei hakadashim,
and theminchah, and the chattat, and theasham (trespassoffering); for theplace is kadosh.

14When the Kohanim enter therein, then shall they not go out of the Kodesh into the
khatzer hakhitzonah, but there they shall lay their garments wherein they minister; for
they are kodesh; and shall put on begadim acherim (other garments); then shall they
approach the precinct of the people.

15Nowwhenhe‡hadmade an end ofmeasuring the BeisHaPenimi, he broughtme forth
toward the sha'ar whose view is toward the east, andmeasured it all around.

16 He measured the eastern side with the measuring rod, five hundred rods, with the
keneh hamiddah (measuring rod) all around.

17 He measured the northern side, five hundred rods, with the keneh hamiddah all
around.

18Hemeasured the southern side, five hundred rods, with the keneh hamiddah.
19He turned about to the western side, andmeasured five hundred rods with the keneh

hamiddah.
20 He measured it by the four sides; it had a wall all around, five hundred rods long,

and five hundredwide, lehavdil (tomake a separation) between the Kodesh (Holy Precinct,
area) and the Chol (Common Precinct, area).

43
1Afterward he* brought me to the sha'ar, even the sha'ar that looketh toward the east;
2 And, hinei, the Kavod Elohei Yisroel came from the derech of the east; and His voice

was like a kol mayim rabbim and ha'aretz was radiant with His Kavod.
3And itwas according to the appearance of the visionwhich I saw, even according to the

vision that I saw when He came to destroy the Ir; and the visions were like the vision that
I saw by the Nahar Kevar; and I fell uponmy face.

4And the Kavod HASHEM came into the Beis† by the derech of the sha'ar whose view is
toward the east.

5 So the Ruach‡ lifted me up, and brought me into the khatzer hapenimi and, hinei, the
Kavod HASHEM filled the Beis.§

6 And I heard Him speaking unto me out of the Beis;* and the ish was standing beside
me.

7And He said unto me, Ben Adam, this is the makom (place, home) of My Kisse, and the
makomof the soles ofMy feet,where Iwill dwell in themidst of theBnei Yisroel l'olam, and
MyShemKadosh, shallBaisYisroelnomoremake tameh, neither they, nor theirmelachim,
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by their zenut (whoredom), nor by the pegarim (buried dead bodies) of their melachim in
their high places.

8 In their setting of their threshold byMy threshold, and theirmezuzah byMymezuzah,
and thewall betweenMe and them, they have evenmade tamehMy ShemKodesh by their
to'evot that they have committed; therefore I have consumed them inMine anger.

9Now let them put away their zenut (whoredom), and the pegarim (buried dead bodies)
of their melachim, far fromMe, and I will dwell in themidst of them l'olam.

10 Thou Ben Adam, declare the Beis† to Bais Yisroel, that they may be ashamed of their
avonot; and let themmeasure the tachnit (perfection, design).

11 And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, make known to them the tzurah
(form, fashion) of the Beis,‡ and the techunah (arrangement) thereof, and the exits thereof,
and the entrances thereof, and all the tzurot thereof, and all the chukkot thereof, and all
the tzurot thereof, and all the torot thereof; andwrite it before their eyes, that theymay be
shomer over the whole tzurah thereof, and all the chukkot thereof, and do them.

12 This is the torat HaBeis:§ upon the rosh hahar the entire boundary thereof round
about shall be kodesh kadashim. Hinei, this is the torat HaBeis.*

13And these are themiddot HaMizbe'ach (measurements of theMizbe'ach) in cubits. The
cubit is a cubit and a handbreadth; even the base shall be a cubit (in height), and thewidth
a cubit, and themoulding thereof by the edge thereof round about shall be a span; and this
shall be for the gav (height, back) of the Mizbe'ach.

14And from the base upon ha'aretz even to the lower enclosure shall be two cubits, and
the width one cubit; and from the lesser enclosure even to the greater enclosure shall be
four cubits, and the width one cubit.

15 So the ariel (surface of the altar, hearth) shall be four cubits; and from the hearth and
upward shall be four keranot (horns).

16And the hearth shall be square, twelve cubits long, by twelve wide.
17 And the enclosure shall be square, fourteen cubits long and fourteen wide; and the

moulding about it shall be half a cubit; and the base thereof shall be a cubit about; and its
ma'alot (steps, stairs) shall look toward the east.

18 And He said unto me, Ben Adam, thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: These are the chukkot
HaMizbe'ach in the Yom when they shall build it, to offer olah thereon, and to sprinkle
dahm thereon.

19 And thou shalt give to the Kohanim the Levi'im that are of the Zera Tzadok, which
approach untoMe, to minister unto Me, saith Adonoi HASHEM, a young bull for a chattat.

20And thou shalt take of the dahm thereof, and put it on the four karnot of it, and on the
four pinnot of the enclosure, and upon themoulding round about; thus shalt thou cleanse
andmake kapporah for it.

21Thou shalt take the bull also of the chattat, and shall burn it in the mifkad (appointed
place) of the Beis,† outside theMikdash.

22And on the second day thou shalt offer amale of the goats tamim (without blemish) for
a chattat; and they shall purify the Mitzbe'ach, as they did purify it with the bull.

23 When thou hast made an end of purifying it, thou shalt offer a young bull tamim
(without blemish), and a ram out of the tzon (flock) tamim (without blemish).

24 And thou shalt offer them before HASHEM, and the Kohanim shall cast melach upon
them, and they shall offer them up for an olah unto HASHEM.

25 Shivat yamim shalt thou prepare daily a se'ir (goat) for a chattat; they shall also
prepare a young bull, and a ram out of the tzon (flock), temimim (ones without blemish).

26 Shivat yamim shall they make kapporah for the Mizbe'ach and make it tahor and so
consecrate it.

27Andwhen these yamim are expired, it shall be, that upon the YomHaShemini, and so
forward, the Kohanim shall make your olot upon the Mizbe'ach, and your Shelamim; and
I will accept you, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

44
1Then he* brought me back to the derech sha'ar HaMikdash HaKhitzon, which looketh

toward the east; and it was shut.
2Then said HASHEM untome: This sha'ar shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no ish

shall enter in by it; because HASHEM Elohei Yisroel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall
be shut.
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3 It is for the Nasi; the Nasi,† he only shall sit in it to eat lechem before HASHEM; he shall
enter by the derech ulam hasha'ar, and shall exit by its derech.

4Then he‡ brought me the derech sha'ar hatzafon to the front of the Beis;§ and I looked,
and, hinei, the Kavod HASHEM filled the Beis HASHEM; and I fell uponmy face.

5AndHASHEM said untome, BenAdam,markwell, and beholdwith thine eyes, and hear
with thine ears all that I say unto thee concerning all the chukkot Beis HASHEM, and all the
torot thereof; andmark well the entrances of the Beis,* with every exit of the Mikdash.

6And thou shalt say to the meri (rebellious), even to the Bais Yisroel, Thus saith Adonoi
HASHEM; O ye Bais Yisroel, let it suffice you of all your to'avot (abominations),

7 In that ye have admitted into My Mikdash bnei nechor (foreigners), arelim in lev, and
arelim in basar, to be in My Mikdash, to defile it, even My Beis, when ye offer My lechem,
the chelev and the dahm, and they have broken My Brit (Covenant) because of all your
to'avot (abominations).

8And ye have not been shomer over the mishmeret of Mine Kadashim; but ye have set
as shomrim of Mymishmeret in MyMikdash any for yourselves.

9Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: No ben nechor, arel lev, nor arel basar, shall enter into My
Mikdash, of any ben nechor that is among the Bnei Yisroel.

10And the Levi'im that went far away from Me, when Yisroel went astray, which went
astray away fromMe after their gillulim (idols); they shall even bear their avon.

11Yet they shall bemesharetim (ministers) in MyMikdash, pekuddot (the ones who have
charge) at the Sha'arei HaBeis† and mesharetim in HaBeis;‡ they shall do the shochet
slaughter of the olah (burnt offering) and the zevach for the people, and they shall stand
before them tominister unto them.

12 Because they ministered unto them before their gillulim, and caused Bais Yisroel a
michshol avon; therefore have I lifted up Mine Yad against them, saith Adonoi HASHEM,
and nas'u (they shall bear) their avon.

13And they shall not comenear untoMe, to do the office of a KohenuntoMe, nor to come
near to any of My kadashim, in the Kodesh HaKodashim; but nas'u their shame, and their
to'avot which they have committed.

14But I will make them Shomrei Meshmeret HaBeis,§ for all the avodah thereof, and for
all that shall be done therein.

15But the Kohanim the Levi'im, the Bnei Tzadok, that were shomer over the Mishmeret
of MyMikdash when the Bnei Yisroel went astray fromMe, they shall come near to Me to
ministeruntoMe, and they shall standbeforeMe toofferuntoMe the chelevand thedahm,
saith Adonoi HASHEM;

16 They shall enter into My Mikdash, and they shall come near to My Shulchan, to
minister unto Me, and they shall be shomer over Mymishmeret.

17 And it shall come to pass, when they enter in at the Sha'arei HeKhatzer HaPenimit,
they shall be clothedwith linen; and no tzemer shall come upon them,while theyminister
at the Sha'arei HeKhatzer HaPenimit, within.

18 They shall have linen turbans upon their rosh, and shall have linen breeches upon
their loins; they shall not gird themselves with that* with which one perspires.

19And when they go forth into HaKhatzer HaKhitzonah, even into the Khatzer HaKhit-
zonah to HaAm, they shall take off their garments wherein they ministered, and lay them
in the lishkhot hakodesh (holy chambers) and they shall put on begadimacharim; and they
shall not set apart as kodesh HaAmwith their begadim.

20Neither shall they shave their rosh, nor allow their hair to grow long; they shall keep
trimmed their rosh.

21Neither shall any Kohen drink yayin, when they enter into the Khatzer HaPenimit.
22Neither shall they take for their nashim an almanah, nor a gerushah; but they shall

take betulot of the zera Bais Yisroel, or an almanahwhowas almanah of a Kohen.
23And they shall teachMypeople the difference between the kodesh and chol, and cause

them to discern between the tameh and the tahor.
24 And in a riv they shall stand as shofet; and they shall judge it according to My

mishpatim; and they shall adjudicate them in accordance with My torot and My chukkot
in all Minemo'adim; and they shall be shomer to keepMy Shabbatot kodesh.
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25 And they shall come near no met adam to make themselves tameh; but for av, or
for em, or for ben, or for bat, for ach, or for achot that hath had no ish, they may make
themselves tameh.

26And after he is made tahor, they shall reckon unto him shivat yamim.
27And in the yom that he goeth into the Kodesh, unto the KhatzerHaPenimit, tominister

in the Kodesh, he shall offer his chattat, saith Adonoi HASHEM.
28And it shall be unto them for a nachalah; I am their nachalah; and ye shall give them

no achuzzah in Yisroel; I am their achuzzah.
29They shall eat theminchah, and the chattat, and the asham; and kol cherem in Yisroel

shall be theirs.
30And the reshit kol bikkurimof all things, andevery terumahof all, of every sort of your

terumot, shall belong to the Kohanim; ye shall also give unto the Kohen the reshit of your
dough, that hemay cause the brocha to rest on thine bais.

31 The Kohanim shall not eat of any thing nevelah, or terefah, whether it be oph or
behemah.

45
1Moreover, when ye shall divide by lot HaAretz as nachalah, ye shall offer a terumah

(holyportion, gift)untoHASHEM, kodesh* fromHaAretz; the length shall befive and twenty
thousand† long, and the width shall be ten thousand. This shall be kodesh in all the
boundary thereof round about.

2 Of this area there shall be for the Kodesh a square five hundred by five hundred all
around; and fifty cubits round about for themigrash (open space) thereof.

3And of thismiddah shalt thoumeasure the length of five and twenty thousand, and the
width of ten thousand; and in it shall be theMikdash and the Kodesh HaKodashim.

4The kodesh of HaAretz shall be for the Kohanim theMesharetim of theMikdash, which
shall come near to minister unto HASHEM; and it shall be a place for their batim (houses),
and amikdash for theMikdash.

5And the five and twenty thousand of length, and the ten thousand of width shall also
the Levi'im, the Mesharetim of the Beis,‡ have for themselves, for a achuzzah for twenty
leshakhot.

6 And ye shall allot the achuzzah of the Ir five thousand wide, and five and twenty
thousand long, alongside the terumat hakodesh; it shall be for kol Bais Yisroel.

7And a portion shall be for the Nasi on the one side and on the other side of the terumat
hakodesh, and of the achuzzah of the Ir, before the terumat hakodesh, and before the
achuzzah of the Ir, from the west side westward, and from the east side eastward; and
the length shall correspond to one of the chalakim (portions),§ from the west boundary
unto the east boundary.

8 In the land shall be his achuzzah in Yisroel; and My Nasiim (Princes, Rulers) shall no
more oppress My people; and the rest of HaAretz shall they give to Bais Yisroel according
to their Shivtei.*

9 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: Let it suffice you, O Nasi'im (Princes, Rulers) of Yisroel:
remove chamas and oppression, and execute mishpat and tzedakah, take away your
gerushot (exactions) fromMy people, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

10Ye shall haveme'oznei tzedek (honest scales), and an ephah tzedek, and a bas tzedek.
11The ephah and the bas shall be of onemeasure, that the basmay contain the tenth part

of a chomer, and the ephah the tenth part of a chomer; the measure thereof shall be after
the chomer.

12 And the shekel shall be twenty gerah; twenty shekalim, five and twenty shekalim,
fifteen shekel, shall be theminah for you.

13This is the terumah that ye shall offer; the sixthpart of anephahof a chomerof chittim,
and ye shall give the sixth part of an ephah of a chomer of se'orim;

14 Concerning the chok of shemen, the bas of shemen, ye shall offer the tenth part of a
bas out of the cor, which is a chomer of ten bas; for ten basim are a chomer;

15 And one seh out of the tzon, out of two hundred, out of the mashkeh of Yisroel; for
a minchah, and for an olah, and for shelamim, to make kapporah for them, saith Adonoi
HASHEM.

16Kol HaAmHaAretz shall give this terumah for the Nasi in Yisroel.

* 45:1 a holy precinct, district † 45:1 six-cubit rods ‡ 45:5HaMikdash § 45:7 i.e., tribal portions or allotments
* 45:8 Bnei Yisroel
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17And it shall be thepart of theNasi to giveolot, andminchah, andnesekh, in theChagim,
and in the Rosh Chodesh, and in the Shabbatot, in all Mo'adim of the Bais Yisroel; he shall
prepare the chattat, and the minchah, and the olah, and the shelamim, to make kapporah
for Bais Yisroel.

18Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: In the first month, in the first day of themonth, thou shalt
take a young bull tamim (without blemish), and cleanse theMikdash;

19 And the Kohen shall take of the dahm of the chattat, and put it upon the mezuzat
HaBeis,† andupon the fourpinnot of the enclosure of theMizbe'ach, andupon themezuzat
Sha'ar HeKhatzer HaPenimit.

20And so thou shalt do the seventh day of themonth for every one that is unwitting, and
for him that is ignorant; so shall ye make kapporah for the Beis.‡

21 In the firstmonth, in the fourteenth day of themonth, ye shall have the Pesach, a Chag
shevu'ot yamim; matzot shall be eaten.

22Andupon that day shall theNasi prepare for himself and for kol AmHaAretz a bull for
a chattat.§

23 And shivat yamim of the Chag he shall prepare an olah to HASHEM, seven bulls and
seven rams temimim (without blemish) daily the shivat hayamim; and a goat daily for a
chattat.

24And he shall prepare aminchah of an ephah for a bull, and an ephah for a ram, and a
hin of shemen for an ephah.

25 In the seventh month, in the fifteenth day of the month, shall he do the same in the
Chag*of the shivathayamim, according to the chattat, according to theolah, andaccording
to theminchah, and according to the shemen.

46
1 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: The Sha'ar HeKhatzer HaPenimit that looketh toward

the east shall be shut during the sheshet yemei hama'aseh (the six days of labor); but on
Shabbos it shall be opened, and in the yom of the Rosh Chodesh it shall be opened.

2 And the Nasi shall enter by the derech ulam haSha'ar from without, and shall stand
by the mezuzat HaSha'ar, and the Kohanim shall prepare his Olah (burnt offering) and his
Shelamim, and he shall worship at the threshold of the Sha'ar; then he shall go out; but the
Sha'ar shall not be shut until the erev.

3 Likewise the Am HaAretz shall worship at the Petach HaSha'ar before HASHEM in the
Shabbatot and in Rosh Chodesh.

4And the Olah that the Nasi shall offer unto HASHEM in the Yom HaShabbos shall be six
kevasim temimim, and a ramwithout blemish.

5 And the minchah shall be an ephah for a ram, and the minchah for the kevasim
whatever his hand gives, and a hin of shemen to an ephah.

6And in the yom of the Rosh Chodesh it shall be a young bull temimim, and six kevasim,
and a ram; they shall be without blemish.

7And he shall prepare a minchah, an ephah for a bull, and an ephah for a ram, and for
the kevasim asmuch as he wishes, and a hin of shemen to an ephah.

8Andwhen the Nasi shall enter, he shall go in by the derech ulamHaSha'ar and he shall
go out by the derech thereof.

9But when the AmHaAretz shall come before HASHEM in the Mo'adim, he that entereth
in by the derech Sha'ar Tzafon to worship shall exit by the derech Sha'ar Negev; and he
that entereth by the derech Sha'ar Negev shall go out by derech Sha'ar Tzafonah; he shall
not return by the derech HaSha'ar whereby he came in, but shall go out opposite it.

10And the Nasi in the midst of them, when they go in, shall go in; and when they go out,
shall go out.

11And in the Chagim and in theMo'adim theminchah shall be an ephah to a bull, and an
ephah to a ram, and to the kevasim as much as one wishes to give, and a hin of shemen to
an ephah.

12Nowwhen theNasi shall prepare a nedavah olah or shelamimnedavah untoHASHEM,
one shall then open for him the Sha'ar that looketh toward the east, and he shall prepare
hisOlah andhis Shelamim, as he did on the YomHaShabbos; thenhe shall go out; and after
his going out one shall shut the Sha'ar.

13 Thou shalt daily prepare an Olah unto HASHEM of a keves of the first year tamim
(without blemish); thou shalt prepare it baboker baboker.

† 45:19HaMikdash ‡ 45:20HaMikdash § 45:22 SeeMJ 4:15 * 45:25 of Sukkot
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14And thou shalt prepare a Minchah for it baboker baboker, the sixth part of an ephah,
and the third part of a hin of shemen, to moisten with the fine flour; a minchah chukkot
olam tamid unto HASHEM.

15Thus shall theyprepare thekeves, and theminchah, and the shemen, babokerbaboker
for an olat tamid.

16 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: If the Nasi give a mattanah (gift) unto any of his banim,
the nachalah thereof shall belong to his banim; it shall be their achuzzah by nachalah.

17 But if he give a mattanah of his nachalah to one of his avadim, then it shall be his to
the Shenat HaDeror (Jubilee Year); then it shall return to the Nasi; but his nachalah shall
belong only to his banim.*

18Moreover the Nasi shall not take of the nachalah HaAm by oppression, to thrust them
out of their achuzzah; but he shall give his banim nachalah out of his own achuzzah; that
My people be not scattered eachman from his achuzzah.

19After he†broughtme through the entrance,whichwas at the side of the Sha'ar, into the
lishkhot hakodesh of the Kohanim, which looked toward the tzafonah; and, hinei, there
was a place at its western sides.

20 Then said he‡ unto me, This is the place where the Kohanim shall cook the asham
(trespass offering) and the chattat, where they shall bake theminchah; that they bear them
not out into the Khatzer HaKhitzonah and so set apart as kodesh HaAm.

21 Then he§ brought me forth into the Khatzer HaKhitzonah, and caused me to pass by
the four corners of the Khatzer; and, hinei, in the Khatzer I saw in every corner of the
Khatzer there was a Khatzer.

22 In the four corners of the Khatzer therewere enclosed Khatzerot forty cubits long and
thirty wide; these four corners were of onemeasure.

23And there was a row of masonry saviv (around) inside them, round about these four,
and it wasmade with hearths at the bottom of the rows round about.

24 Then said he* unto me, These are the Bais HaMevashelim, where the Mesharetim of
the Bais shall cook the zevach HaAm.

47
1Afterwardhe* broughtme again unto the PetachHaBeis;† and, hinei,mayim issued out

fromunder the threshold of the Beis‡ eastward; for the forefront of the Beis§ stood toward
the east, and the mayim came down from under from the right side of the Beis,* at the
south side of the Mizbe'ach.

2 Then he† brought me out of derech Sha'ar Tzafonah, and led me about the derech
outside unto the outer Sha'ar by the derech that looketh eastward; and, hinei, there flowed
out mayim on the right side.

3 And when the ish that had the measuring line in his yad went forth eastward, he
measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the mayim; the mayim were to
the ankles.

4Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through the mayim; the mayim were
to the knees. Again hemeasured a thousand, and broughtme through; themayimwere to
the loins.

5Afterward hemeasured a thousand; and it was a nachal (stream) that I could not cross
over; for themayimwere risen,mayim to swim in, a nachal that could not be crossed over.

6And he‡ said untome, Ben Adam, hast thou seen this? Then he broughtme, and caused
me to return to the bank of the nachal.

7 Now when I had returned, hinei, at the bank of the nachal were etz rav me'od (very
many trees) on the one side and on the other.

8 Then said he§ unto me, These mayim issue out toward the east country, and go down
into the Aravah, and go into the* Sea; which being brought forth into the Sea, the mayim
shall be healed.

9 And it shall come to pass, that every nefesh chayyah, which moveth, whithersoever
the nachalim shall come, shall live; and there shall be a very great multitude of dag (fish),
because these mayim shall come there; for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live
whither the nachal cometh.

* 46:17 See Isa 53:10 † 46:19 the angelic being ‡ 46:20 the angelic being § 46:21 the angelic being * 46:24

the angelic being * 47:1 the angelic being † 47:1HaMikdash ‡ 47:1HaMikdash § 47:1HaMikdash * 47:1

HaMikdash † 47:2 the angelic being ‡ 47:6 the angelic being § 47:8 the angelic being * 47:8 Dead
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10And it shall come to pass, that the fishermen shall stand upon it from Ein-Gedi even
unto Ein Eglayim; they shall be a place to spread forth nets; their dag (fish) shall be
according to their kinds, as the dag (fish) of the YamHaGadol,† exceedingmany.

11But themiry places thereof and themarshes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be
given to melach.

12And by the nachal upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow kol
etzma'achal, whose aleh (leaf) shall not fade, neither shall the p'ri thereof fail; it shall yield
fresh fruit every month, because the mayim for them flowed out of the Mikdash; and the
p'ri thereof shall be for food, and the aleh (leaf) thereof for terufah (healing).

13 Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM: This shall be the boundary, whereby ye shall inherit
HaAretz according to the Shnei Asar Shivtei Yisroel: Yosef shall have two portions.

14And ye shall inherit it, one as well as another; concerning the which I lifted up Mine
Yad to give it unto your Avot; and HaAretz HaZot shall fall unto you for nachalah.

15 And this shall be the boundary of HaAretz toward the north side, from the Yam
HaGadol, the derech Chetlon, as men go to Tzedad;

16 Chamat, Berotah, Sivrayim, which is between the boundary of Damascus and the
boundary of Chamat; Chamat Chatzer Hattikhon, which is by the boundary of Chavran.

17And the boundary from the Yam shall be Khatzar Einon, the boundary of Damascus,
and the north northward, and the boundary of Chamat. And this is the north

18And theeast sideye shallmeasure fromChavran, and fromDamascus, and fromGil'ad,
and fromEretz Yisroel by Yarden, from the boundary unto the eastern sea.‡ And this is the
east side.

19And the south side southward, from Tamar even to the waters of Merivot in Kadesh,
the nachalah to the YamHaGadol. And this is the south side southward.

20 The west side also shall be the Yam HaGadol from the boundary, until opposite the
approach to Chamat. This is the west side.

21 So shall ye divide HaAretz Hazot unto you according to the Shivtei Yisroel.
22And it shall come to pass, that ye shall divide it by lot for a nachalah unto you, and to

the gerim that sojourn among you, which shall father banim among you; and they shall be
unto you as native-born among the Bnei Yisroel; they shall have nachalahwith you among
the Shivtei Yisroel.

23And it shall come to pass, that in what shevet (tribe) the ger sojourneth, there shall ye
give him his nachalah, saith Adonoi HASHEM. Now these are the shmot of the Shevatim
(Tribes).

48
1From thenorthern frontier near the derechChetlon, as one goeth to Chamat, to Chatzar

Einan, to the northward border of Damascus, near Chamat; for these are his, from the
eastern side to the western side, Dan, one portion.

2And by the border of Dan, from the east side unto the west side, Asher, one portion.
3And by the border of Asher, from the east side even unto the west side, Naphtali, one

portion.
4 And by the border of Naphtali, from the east side unto the west side, Menasheh, one

portion.
5And by the border of Menasheh, from the east side unto the west side, Ephrayim, one

portion.
6Andby the border of Ephrayim, from the east side evenunto thewest side, Reuven, one

portion.
7 And by the border of Reuven, from the east side unto the west side, Yehudah, one

portion.
8 And by the border of Yehudah, from the east side unto the west side, shall be the

terumah* which ye shall offer of five and twenty elef [cubits] wide, and in length equal
to one of the other portions, from the east side unto the west side; and the Bais† shall be
within it.

9The terumah that ye shall offer unto HASHEM shall be of five and twenty elef [cubits] in
length, and of ten elef [cubits] in width.

10And for them, even for the kohanim, shall be this terumat hakodesh; toward the north
five and twenty elef, and toward the west ten elef in width, and toward the east ten elef in
width, and toward the south five and twenty elef in length; and theMikdashHASHEM shall
be within thereof.

† 47:10Mediterranean Sea ‡ 47:18 Dead Sea * 48:8 dedicated reserve of land † 48:8HaMikdash
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11 It shall be for thekohanimhamekudash (setapartaskodesh)of theBneiTzadok;which
have been shomer overMymishmeret, whichwent not astraywhen the Bnei Yisroel went
astray, as the Levi'imwent astray.

12And this terumiyyah (separated portion) for the kohanim, out of the terumat ha'aretz,
kodesh kodashim, next to the border of the Levi'im.

13 And over against the border of the kohanim, the Levi'im shall have five and twenty
elef in length, and ten elef in width; all the length shall be five and twenty elef, and the
width ten elef.

14And they shall not sell of it, neither exchange, nor transfer the reshit ha'aretz (prime
land); for it is kodesh unto HASHEM.

15And thefivealafim, that are left in thewidthover against thefiveand twenty elef, shall
be chol (secular, unconsecrated) for the Ir, for dwelling, and for migrash (open lands); and
the Ir shall be within thereof.

16 And these shall be the measurement thereof; the north side four alafim and five
hundred, and the south side four alafimandfive hundred, and on the east side four alafim
and five hundred, and the west side four alafim and five hundred.

17And the migrash (open land) of the Ir shall extend toward the north two hundred and
fifty [cubits], and toward the south twohundredandfifty, and toward theeast twohundred
and fifty, and toward the west two hundred and fifty.

18And the remainder of that area running lengthwise along the terumat hakodesh shall
measure ten alafim [cubits] eastward, and ten alafimwestward; and the increase thereof
shall be for lechem unto them that serve the Ir.

19And they that serve the Ir shall serve it out of all the Shivtei Yisroel.
20All the terumah shall be foursquare, five and twenty elef by five and twenty elef; ye

shall set apart as the terumat hakodesh and the property of the Ir.
21 And the remainder shall be for the Nasi, on the one side and on the other of the

terumat hakodesh, and of the property of the Ir, along the five and twenty elef of the
terumah toward the east border, and westward along the five and twenty elef toward the
west border, along the chalakim (tribal portions) for the Nasi; and it shall be the terumat
hakodesh; and theMikdash HaBayit shall be within thereof.

22Moreover from the property of the Levi'im, and from the property of the Ir, being in
themidst of thatwhich belongs to theNasi, between the border of Yehudah and the border
of Binyamin, shall be for the Nasi.

23As for the rest of the Shevatim, from the east side unto the west side, Binyamin, one
portion.

24 And by the border of Binyamin, from the east side unto the west side, Shim'on, one
portion.

25 And by the border of Shim'on, from the east side unto the west side, Yissakhar, one
portion.

26 And by the border of Yissakhar, from the east side unto the west side, Zevulun, one
portion.

27And by the border of Zevulun, from the east side unto the west side, Gad, one portion.
28And by the border of Gad, at the south side southward, the border shall be even from

Tamar unto the waters of Merivat-Kadesh, along the brook to the YamHaGadol (the Great
Sea, Mediterranean Sea).‡

29This is ha'aretzwhich ye shall allot unto the Shivtei Yisroel for nachalah, and these are
their portions, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

30And these are the outer limits of the Ir on the north side, four alafim and five hundred
measures.

31And the she'arimof the Ir shall be after the shmot of the Shivtei Yisroel; three she'arim
northward: one sha'ar of Reuven, one sha'ar of Yehudah, one sha'ar of Levi.

32And at the east side four alafim and five hundred; and three she'arim: one sha'ar of
Yosef, one sha'ar of Binyamin, one sha'ar of Dan.

33And at the south side four alafimandfive hundredmeasures; and three she'arim: one
sha'ar of Shim'on, one sha'ar of Yissakhar, one sha'ar of Zevulun.

34At thewest side four alafim and five hundred, with their three she'arim: one sha'ar of
Gad, one sha'ar of Asher, one sha'ar of Naphtali.

‡ 48:28 i.e., Mediterranean Sea
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35 It was all around eighteen elef in circumference; and the shem of the Ir from that day
shall be, HASHEM Shammah (HASHEM is there).§

§ 48:35 T.N. Ezek 34:24 speaks of the Davidic Nasi. Here is a Messianic Kingdom where HASHEM has His Prince who is
also referred to in 37:25; 44:3; 45:7,16-17,22; 46:2-18; 48:21-22. Anytime a Davidic ruler is mentioned in Scripture, that
Davidic office points forward to Moshiach, even if the foreshadow only imperfectly (see Ezek 45:22) points toward the
perfect fulfillment to come.
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Daniel
Introduction

The book of Daniel was written during the Sixth Century B.C.E. by Daniel HaNavi. See
Mt 24:15.

1 In the third year of the reign of Y'hoyakimMelechYehudah cameNevukhadnetzar king
of Babylon unto Yerushalayim, and besieged it.

2AndHASHEM gave Y'hoyakimMelech Yehudah into his hand, with part of the vessels of
the Beis HaElohim; which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his g-d; and he
brought the vessels into the treasure house of his g-d.

3 And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring
certain of the Bnei Yisroel, and of the kingʼs zera (seed), and of the princes,

4 Yeladim in whom was no blemish, but well-favored, and skillful in all chochmah
(wisdom), and cunning in da'as (knowledge), and understanding science, and such as had
ability in themto stand in theheikhalhamelech (kingʼspalace), andwhomtheymight teach
the sefer and lashon of the Kasdim (Chaldeans).

5And thekingappointed themadailyprovisionof thekingʼs food, andof theyayinwhich
he drank, so nourishing them shanim shalosh (three years), that at the end thereof they
might stand before the king.

6Nowamong thesewereof theBneiYehudah,Daniel, Chananyah,Mishael, andAzaryah;
7Unto whom the chief of the eunuchs gave names; for he gave unto Daniel the name of

Belteshatzar; and to Chananyah, of Shadrakh; and toMishael, ofMeshach; and toAzaryah,
of Abednego.

8ButDaniel purposed inhis heart that hewouldnot defilehimselfwith theportionof the
kingʼs delicacies, norwith the yayinwhich he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of
the eunuchs that hemight not defile himself.

9NowG-d had brought Daniel into chesed and sympathy with the chief of the eunuchs.
10 And the chief of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear adoni hamelech, who hath

appointed yourmeat and your drink; forwhy should he see your facesworse looking than
the yeladimwhich are of your age? Then shall yemakeme endangermy head to the king.

11 Then said Daniel to the steward, whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel,
Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah,

12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, yamim asarim (ten days); and let them give us
vegetables to eat, andmayim (water) to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the
yeladim that eat of the portion of the kingʼsmeat, and as thou seest, dealwith thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and tested them yamim asarim (ten days).
15And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than

all the yeladimwhich did eat the portion of the kingʼs meat.
16Thus the steward took away the portion of their meat, and the yayin that they should

drink; and gave them vegetables.
17 As for these four yeladim, G-d gave them knowledge and skill in all sefer and

chochmah, and Daniel had understanding in all chazon (visions) and chalomot (dreams).
18Nowat the endof thedays that the kinghad saidhewouldbring them in, then the chief

of the eunuchs brought them in before Nevukhadnetzar.
19And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel,

Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah; therefore stood they before the king.
20 And in all matters of chochmah and binah that the king questioned them, he found

them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.
21And Daniel continued even unto the first year of King Koresh (Cyrus).

2
1 And in the second year of the reign of Nevukhadnetzar, Nevukhadnetzar dreamed

chalomot (dreams), wherewith his ruach was troubled, and his sleep left him.
2Then the king commanded to call themagicians, and the enchanters, and the sorcerers,

and the Kasdim (Chaldeans) for to show the king his chalomot. So they came and stood
before the king.

3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a chalom (dream) and my ruach was
troubled to have da'as of the chalom (dream).
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4Then spoke the Kasdim (Chaldeans) to the king in Aramaic, O king, live for ever; tell thy
servants the chalom (dream), and wewill show the pesher (interpretation, explanation).

5 The king answered and said to the Kasdim (Chaldeans), The decision from me is
firm; if ye will not give me da'as of the chalom (dream), with the pesher (interpretation,
explanation) thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a pile of
rubble;

6But if ye show the chalom (dream), and the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof,
ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honor; therefore show me the chalom
(dream), and the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof.

7 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the chalom (dream), and
wewill show the pesher (interpretation, explanation) of it.

8The king answered and said, I have da'as of certainty that ye would gain time, because
ye see the decision fromme is firm.

9But if ye will not give me da'as of the chalom (dream), there is but one decree for you;
for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the tide is turned;
therefore tellme the chalom (dream), and I shall haveda'as that ye can showme thepesher
(interpretation, explanation) thereof.

10The Kasdim (Chaldeans) answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon
the earth that can show the kingʼs matter; therefore there is no melech, no matter how
rav (great) or powerful, that asked such things of any magician, or enchanter, or Kasdai
(Chaldean).

11And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can show it
before the king, except the g-ds, whose dwelling is not with basar (flesh).

12For this cause the kingwas angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the
chachamim (wisemen) of Babylon.

13And thedecreewent forth that the chachamimshouldbe slain; and they soughtDaniel
and his chaverim to be slain.

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Aryoch the captain of the kingʼs
guard, which was gone forth to slay the chachamim of Babylon;

15He answered and said to Aryoch the kingʼs captain, Why is the decree so hasty from
the king? Then Aryochmade the thing known to Daniel.

16Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and that he
would show the king the pesher (interpretation, explanation).

17ThenDanielwent to his bais, andmade the decree known to Chananyah,Mishael, and
Azaryah, his chaverim,

18 That they would plead for rachamim from the G-d of Shomayim concerning this raz
(mystery, secret); that Daniel and his chaverim should not perish with the rest of the
chachamim of Babylon.

19 Then was the raz revealed unto Daniel in a chazon of the lailah. Then Daniel said a
brakhah to the G-d of Shomayim.

20Daniel answered and said:

Baruch hashem Elohim l'olam va'ed;
for chochmah (wisdom) and gevurah (might) are His;
21And He changeth the times and the zmanim (seasons);
He removethmelachim, and setteth upmelachim;
He giveth chochmah unto the chachamim,
and da'as to them that know binah;
22He revealeth the deep and secret things;
He knoweth what is in the choshech,
and the light dwelleth with Him.
23 I thank Thee, and praise Thee,
O Thou G-d of my fathers,
Who hast givenme chochmah and gevurah,
and hast given untome da'as now
of what we desired of Thee;
for Thou hast nowmade known unto us the kingʼs matter.

24 Therefore Daniel went in unto Aryoch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the
chachamim of Babylon; he went and said thus unto him: Destroy not the chachamim
of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will show unto the king the pesher
(interpretation, explanation).
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25ThenAryoch brought inDaniel before the king in haste, and said thus unto him, I have
found a man of the Bnei Golus of Yehudah, that will give da'as unto the king of the pesher
(interpretation, explanation).

26 The king answered and said to Daniel whose name was Beltshatzar, Art thou able to
giveda'as untomeof the chalom (dream)which I have seen, and thepesher (interpretation,
explanation) thereof?

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king and said, The raz which the king hath
demanded cannot the wise men, the enchanters, the magicians, the soothsayers, show
unto the king;

28 But there is a G-d in Shomayim that revealeth razim, and maketh known to the king
Nevukhadnetzar what shall be in the acharit hayamim. Thy chalom (dream), and the
visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these:

29As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come
to pass hereafter; and He that revealeth razim (secrets)maketh known to thee what shall
come to pass.

30But as for me, this raz is not revealed to me for any chochmah that I have more than
any living, but in order that the pesher (interpretation, explanation)may be known to the
king, and that thoumightest understand the thoughts of thy heart.

31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great tzelem (image, idol, statue). This great
tzelem, whose brightness was extraordinary, stood before thee; and the form thereof was
awesome.

32This tzelemʼs headwas of fine gold, his chest and his arms of silver, his middle and his
thighs of bronze,

33His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.
34 Thou sawest till that an even (stone)* was cut out without hands, which struck the

tzelem upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces.
35 Then was the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces

together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried
them away, that no trace was found of them; and the even (stone) that struck the tzelem
became a great mountain, and filled kol ha'aretz.

36This is the chalom (dream); and wewill tell the pesher thereof before the king.
37Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the G-d of Shomayim hath given thee a kingdom,

power, and strength, and glory.
38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of

the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hathmade thee shalit (ruler) over them all.
Thou art this head of gold.

39Andafter thee shall ariseanotherkingdominferior to thee, andanother thirdkingdom
of bronze, which shall bear rule over kol ha'aretz.

40 And the fourth mamlachah shall be strong as iron; forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and subdueth all things; and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces
and crush.

41And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of pottersʼ clay and part of iron, the
mamlachah shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch
as thou sawest the ironmixed with baked clay.

42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the mamlachah shall
be partly strong, and partly fragile.

43Andwhereas thou sawest ironmixedwith baked clay, so the zera of the peoplewill be
amixture and will not remain united, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

44And in the days of thesemelachim shall the G-d of Shomayim set up a kingdom,which
shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these mamlechot (kingdoms), and it shall stand for ever.†

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the even (stone)was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the
great G-d hathmade known to the king what shall come to pass after this; and the chalom
(dream) is certain, and the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof trustworthy.

46 Then the king Nevukhadnetzar fell upon his face, prostrate before Daniel, and paid
him honor and ordered that a minchah and incense be presented to him.

47The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a surety it is, that your G-d is G-d of g-ds,
and L-rd of melachim, and a revealer of razim (secrets), seeing thou couldest reveal this
raz.

* 2:34Moshiach; see Ps 118:22; Isa 53:3; Ps 2:9 † 2:44 Lk 1:32-33
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48 Then the king exalted Daniel to a high position, and gave him many great mattanot
(gifts), andmade him shalit (ruler) over the whole province of Babylon, and placed him in
charge of all the chachamim of Babylon.

49ThenDaniel requested of the king, andhe set Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego, over
the affairs of the province of Babylon, but Daniel remained at the royal court.

3
1Nevukhadnetzar the king made a tzelem of gold, whose height was threescore cubits,

and the breadth thereof six cubits; he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of
Babylon.

2ThenNevukhadnetzar the king sent to gather together the satraps, the prefects, and the
governors, the judges, the treasurers, the counselors, themagistrates, and all the rulers of
the provinces, to come to the dedication of the tzelemwhichNevukhadnetzar the king had
set up.

3Then thesatraps, theprefects, andgovernors, the judges, the treasurers, thecounselors,
the magistrates, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together unto the
dedication of the tzelem that Nevukhadnetzar the king had set up; and they stood before
the tzelem that Nevukhadnetzar had set up.

4 Then a karoz (herald) cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and
languages,

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, psaltery, pipes, and
all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden tzelem that Nevukhadnetzar the
king hath set up;

6Andwhoso falleth not down andworshipeth shall the same hour be cast into themidst
of a burning fiery attun (furnace).

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp,
lyre, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the nations, and the languages, fell
down andworshiped the golden tzelem that Nevukhadnetzar the king had set up.

8 Wherefore at that time certain Kasdim (Chaldeans) came near, and accused the
Yehudim.

9They spoke and said to the king Nevukhadnetzar, O king, live for ever.
10Thou, Oking, hastmade adecree, that everyman that shall hear the soundof thehorn,

flute, harp, lyre, psaltery, andpipes, and all kinds ofmusic, shall fall downandworship the
golden tzelem;

11And whoso falleth not down and worshipeth, that he should be cast into the midst of
a burning fiery attun (furnace).

12 There are certain Yehudim whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have disregarded thee;
they serve* not thy g-ds, nor worship the golden tzelemwhich thou hast set up.

13Then Nevukhadnetzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.

14 Nevukhadnetzar spoke and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, do ye not servemy g-ds, nor worship the golden tzelemwhich I have set up?

15Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre,
psaltery, and pipes, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the tzelem which I
have made, well; but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a
burning fiery attun; and who is that G-d that shall deliver you out of my hands?

16Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego, answeredand said to theking, ONevukhadnetzar,
we are not needful to answer thee in this matter.

17 If it be so, Eloheinuwhomweserve is able todeliverus from theburningfiery furnace,
and Hewill deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

18But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not be the ones serving as deity†
thy g-ds, nor worship the golden tzelemwhich thou hast set up.

19Then was Nevukhadnetzar full of fury, and the expression on his visage was changed
against Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego; therefore he spoke, and commanded that they
should heat the attun seven times hotter than usual.

20And he commanded certain gibborim (mighty men) of valor that were in his army to
bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery attun.

* 3:12 pay-lammed-chet, serve as deity † 3:18 pey-lammed-chet
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21 Then these anashim (men) were bound in their mantles, their tunics, and their
turbans, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace.

22Therefore because the kingʼs commandmentwas severe, and the furnace exceedingly
hot, the flames of the eish (fire) violently killed thosemen that took up Shadrach,Meshach,
and Abednego.

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the
midst of the burning fiery furnace.

24Then Nevukhadnetzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spoke, and
said unto his counselors, Did not we cast shloshah anashim (three men) bound into the
midst of the eish (fire)? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

25He answered and said, Lo, I see anashim arba'ah (four men) free (not bound, loose),
walking in the midst of the eish (fire), and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is
like the Bar Elohin (Ben Elohim, Hebrew).

26Then Nevukhadnetzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace, and spoke,
and said, Shadrach,Meshach, andAbednego, ye servants of El Elyon (G-dMostHigh), come
forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of the midst
of the eish (fire).

27 And the satraps, governors, and administrators, and the kingʼs counselors, being
gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the eish (fire) had no power, nor
was a hair of their head singed, neitherwere their garments affected, nor the smell of eish
(fire) had passed on them.

28 Then Nevukhadnetzar spoke, and said, Baruch Elohim shel Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, Who hath sent His malach, and delivered His servants that trusted in Him,
and frustrated the kingʼs word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve,‡ nor
worship any g-d, except their own G-d.

29Therefore I make a decree, that every people, nation, and language, which speak any
thingamissagainst theG-dofShadrach,Meshach, andAbednego, shall becut inpieces, and
their houses shall be made a pile of rubble, because there is no other g-d that can deliver
like this.

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of
Babylon.

31Nevukhadnetzar the king, unto all people, nations and languages, that dwell in all the
earth; Shalom aleichem l'machbir (Peace bemultiplied unto you).

32 I thought it good to show the otot (signs) and mofetim (wonders) that El Elyon hath
wrought towardme.
33How great are His otot (signs)!
And howmighty are His mofetim (wonders)!
His kingdom is amalchut olam (everlasting kingdom),
and His dominion is from dor v'dor (generation to generation).

4
1 I, Nevukhadnetzar, was at rest in mine bais, and prospering inmy heikhal (palace).
2 I saw a chalom (dream)whichmademe afraid, and the thoughts uponmy bed and the

chazonot (visions) of my head troubledme.
3 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the chachamim of Babylon before me, that

theymight giveme da'as of the pesher (interpretation, explanation) of the chalom (dream).
4Then came in themagicians, the enchanters, theKasdim (Chaldeans), and the soothsay-

ers; and I told the chalom (dream) before them; but they did not make known untome the
pesher thereof.

5 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Beltshatzar, according to
hashem of my G-d, and in whom is the Ruach Elohin Kadishin (Ruach Elohim HaKadosh);
and before him I told the chalom (dream), saying,

6O Beltshatzar, chief of the magicians, because I know that the Ruach Elohin Kadishin
(RuachElohimHaKadosh) is in thee, and no raz (secret,mystery) troubleth thee, tell me the
visions of my chalom (dream) that I have seen, and the pesher thereof.

7Thus were the chazonot of mine head in my bed; I was looking, and hinei, an etz (tree)
in themidst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.

8 The etz grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto Shomayim, and
visibility thereof extended to the end of kol ha'aretz;
‡ 3:28 pey-lammed-chet, serve as deity
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9 The leaves thereof were lovely, and the p'ri thereof abundant, and in it was food for
all; the beasts of the field found shade under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the
boughs thereof, and kol basar was fed of it.

10 I saw in the chazonot of my head uponmy bed, and, hinei, an ir (watcher, messenger),
a malach hakodesh, came down from Shomayim.

11He cried with strength, and said thus, Chop down the tree, and cut off his branches,
strip off his leaves, and scatter his p'ri; let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls
from his branches.

12Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and
bronze, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let
him partake with the beasts in the grass of ha'aretz;

13Let his lev (heart) be changed frommanʼs, and let a beastʼs lev be given unto him; and
let seven times (seasons, years) pass over him.

14This matter is by the decree of the irin (watchers), and the demand by the word of the
Kedoshim (holy ones), to the intent that the living may have da'as that Elyon (Most High)
ruleth in themalchut haAdam, and giveth it to whomsoever Hewill, and setteth up over it
the basest of men.

15This chalom (dream) I, king Nevukhadnetzar, have seen. Now thou, O Beltshatzar, de-
clare the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof, forasmuch as all the chachamim of
mymalchut are not able to make known untome the pesher (interpretation, explanation);
but thou art able; for the Ruach Elohin Kadishin (Ruach ElohimHaKadosh) is in thee.

16Then Daniel, whose namewas Beltshatzar, was perplexed for a time, and his thoughts
troubled him. The king spoke, and said, Beltshatzar, let not the chalom (dream), or the
pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof, trouble thee. Beltshatzar answered and said,
Mari (mymaster), if only thechalom (dream) concerned themthathate thee, and thepesher
(interpretation, explanation) thereof thine enemies.

17 The etz that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto
Shomayim, and the visibility thereof extended to kol ha'aretz;

18Whose leaves were lovely, and the p'ri thereof abundant, and in it was food for all;
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of heaven
had their habitation;

19 It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong; for thy greatness is grown, and
reacheth unto Shomayim, and thy dominion to the end of ha'aretz.

20 And whereas the king saw an ir (watcher), a malach hakodesh, come down from
Shomayim, and saying, Chop the etz down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots
thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field;
and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him partake with the beasts of the field,
till seven times (seasons, years) pass over him.

21This is the pesher (interpretation, explanation), O king, and this is the decree of Elyon
(Most High), which is come uponmari (mymaster) the king;

22That they shall drive thee from anashim, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the
dew of heaven, and seven times (seasons, years) shall pass over thee, till thou have da'as
that Elyon (MostHigh) ruleth in themalchut haAdam, andgiveth it towhomsoeverHewill.

23Andwhereas they commanded to leave the stumpof the etzwith its roots, thymalchut
shall be assured unto thee, after that thou shalt have da'as that Shomayim (G-d) does rule.

24Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by
tzedek (righteousness), and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; if it may be a
prolonging of thy tranquillity.

25All this came upon the king Nevukhadnetzar.
26At the end of twelvemonths he walked about the heikhal of themalchut of Babylon.
27 The melech spoke, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal

dwelling by themight of my power, and for the honor of mymajesty?
28While the word was in the kingʼs mouth, there fell a voice from Shomayim, saying, O

king Nevukhadnetzar, to thee it is spoken: Themalchut has been taken from thee.
29And they shall drive thee from anashim, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of

the field; they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times (seasons, years) shall
pass over thee, until thou have da'as that Elyon ruleth in themalchut haAdam, and giveth
it to whomsoever He will.

30The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nevukhadnetzar, and he was driven from
anashim, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his
hair had grown like eaglesʼ feathers, and his nails like birdsʼ claws.



DANIEL 4:31 969 DANIEL 5:14

31Andat the endof the time, I, Nevukhadnetzar, liftedupmine eyes unto Shomayim, and
mine da'as returned unto me, and I said Baruch El Elyon, and I praised and honored Him
that liveth forever,

Whose dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and His Malchut is from dor v'dor;
32And all the inhabitants of ha'aretz are considered as nothing,
and He doeth according to His will in the Tzivos HaShomayim,
and among the inhabitants of ha'aretz;
and none can restrain His hand,
or say unto Him: What doest Thou?

33At the same time my da'as returned unto me; and for the kavod of my malchut, mine
honor and splendor returned untome; andmy counselors andmynobles sought untome;
and I was established inmymalchut, and excellent majesty was added untome.

34 Now I Nevukhadnetzar praise and extol and honor the Melech HaShomayim, all
Whoseworks are emes, andHiswaysmishpat; and those that walk in ga'avah (pride)He is
able to abase.

5
1Belshatzar the kingmade amishteh gadol (great feast) to a thousand of his nobles, and

drank wine before the thousand.
2Belshatzar, while he tasted thewine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels

which his forefather Nevukhadnetzar had taken out of the Beis Hamikdash which was in
Yerushalayim, that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink
therein.

3Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the Beis Hamikdash of the
Beis HaElohim which was at Yerushalayim, and the king, and his princes, his wives, and
his concubines, drank in them.

4They drankwine, and praised the g-ds of gold, and of silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood,
and of stone.

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a manʼs yad (hand), and wrote opposite the
menorah upon the plaster of the wall of the kingʼs heikhal, and the king saw the part of
the yad that wrote.

6 Then the kingʼs countenance was changed, and his machsh'vot troubled him, so that
the joints of his hips were loosed, and his knees knocked together.

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Kasdim (Chaldeans), and the
soothsayers. And the king spoke, and said to the chachamim of Babylon, Whosoever shall
read this mikhtav (writing), and showme the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof,
shall be clothedwith purple, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third
ruler in themalchut.

8Then came in all the kingʼs chachamim, but they could not read the mikhtav (writing),
nor make known to the king the pesher (interpretation, explanation) thereof.

9Then was king Belshatzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him,
and his nobles were perplexed.

10Now the malkah (queen) by reason of the words of the king and his nobles came into
the banquet house; and themalkah (queen) spoke and said, O king, live forever; let not thy
thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed.

11 There is a man in thy malchut, in whom is the Ruach Elohin Kadishin (Ruach Elohim
HaKadosh) and in the days of thy forefather ohr and seichel and chochmah, like the
chochmah of HaElohim, was found in him; the king Nevukhadnetzar thy forefather,
the king, I say, thy forefather, made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Kasdim
(Chaldeans), and soothsayers;

12Forasmuchas an excellent ruach, andda'as, and seichel, interpreting of chalomot, and
solving riddles, and explaining enigmas, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king
named Beltshatzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the pesher (interpretation,
explanation).

13Thenwas Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spoke and said unto Daniel,
Art thou that Daniel, which art of the Bnei Golus of Yehudah, whom the kingmy forefather
brought out of Yehudah?

14 I have even heard of thee, that the Ruach Elohim is in thee, and that ohr and seichel
and excellent chochmah is found in thee.
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15 And now the chachamim, the enchanters, have been brought in before me, that
they should read this mikhtav (writing), and give me da'as of the pesher (interpretation,
explanation) thereof, but they could not show the pesher (interpretation, explanation) of
the thing;

16And I have heard of thee, that thou canst give interpretations, and explain enigmas;
now if thou canst read themikhtav (writing), andmake known tome the pesher (interpre-
tation, explanation) thereof, thou shalt be clothed with purple, and have a chain of gold
about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in themalchut.

17ThenDaniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy
rewards to another; yet I will read the mikhtav (writing) unto the king, and make known
to him the pesher (interpretation, explanation).

18 O thou king, El Elyon gave Nevukhadnetzar thy forefather a malchut, and gedulah
(greatness), and kavod (glory), and hadar (majesty);

19And for the gedulah that he gavehim, all people, nations, and languages, trembledand
feared before him; whom hewould he violently killed; and whom hewould he kept alive;
and whom hewould he set up; and whom hewould he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his ruach hardened in ga'avah (pride), he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his kavod (glory) from him;

21And he was driven from the bnei haAdam; and his lev was made like the beasts, and
his dwelling was with the wild donkeys; they fed him with grass like oxen, and his body
was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that El Elyon ruled in the malchut haAdam,
and that He appointeth over it whomsoever He will.

22And thou his son, O Belshatzar, hast not humbled thine lev, though thou had da'as of
all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against HASHEM of Shomayim; and they have brought the
vessels of His Beis Hamikdash before thee, and thou, and thy nobles, thy wives, and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the g-ds of silver, and gold,
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the G-d inWhose
hand thy breath is, andWhose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.

24Thenwas the part of the yad sent fromHim; and this mikhtav (writing)was written.
25And this is the mikhtav (writing) that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UFARSIN.
26This is the pesher (interpretation, explanation) of the thing; MENE; G-d hath numbered

thymalchut, and finished with it.
27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art foundwanting.
28 PERES; Thymalchut is divided, and given to theMedes and Persians.
29Then commanded Belshatzar, and they clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain of

gold about his neck, andmade a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third
ruler in themalchut.

30 In that night was Belshatzar the king of the Kasdim slain.

6
1And Daryavesh theMede took themalchut, being about 62 years old.
2 It pleased Daryavesh to set over the malchut an hundred and twenty satraps, which

should be over the whole malchut;
3And over these three overseers, of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give

accounts unto them, and that the king should suffer no loss.
4 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the overseers and satraps, because an

excellent ruach was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole malchut.
5 Then the overseers and satraps sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the

malchut; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was trustworthy,
neither was there any negligence or corrupt thing found in him.

6Then said these anashim,We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we
find it against him concerning the dat (law, religion) of his G-d.

7 Then these overseers and satraps assembled together to the king, and said thus unto
him, King Daryavesh, L'olam yicheyeh (live for ever!)

8 All the overseers of the malchut, the administrators, and the satraps, the counselors,
and the governors, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and tomake a firm
decree, that whosoever shall make a petition of any g-d or man for shloshim yom (thirty
days), except of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.

9Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the ketav (writing, document), that it cannot
be changed, according to the law of theMedes and Persians, which altereth not.

10Wherefore king Daryavesh signed the written decree.
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11 Now when Daniel knew that the ketav was signed, he went into his bais; and his
windows being open in his chamber toward Yerushalayim, he kneeled down three times
that day, and davened, and gave thanks before his G-d, as he had been doing before this.

12Then these anashim assembled, and found Daniel davening andmaking supplication
before his G-d.

13 Then they came near, and spoke before the king concerning the kingʼs decree: Hast
thounot signedadecree, that everyman that shallmakeapetitionof anyg-dormanwithin
shloshimyom, except of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered
and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot
be changed.

14Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the Bnei Golus
of Yehudah, shows no regard for thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but
maketh his petition three times a day.

15 Then the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and
set his heart on Daniel to deliver him, and he did strive till the going down of the shemesh
to deliver him.

16 Then these anashim assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Have da'as, O
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king
establishethmay be changed.

17 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of
lions. Now the king spoke and said unto Daniel, Eloheicha (Thy G-d) whom thou servest
continually, He will deliver thee.

18 And an even (stone) was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with his own signet ring, and with the signet ring of his nobles, that the purpose
might not be changed concerning Daniel.

19Then the kingwent to his heikhal, and spent the night fasting, neither were entertain-
ments brought before him, and his sheynah fled from him.

20Then the king arose very early in the boker, and went in haste unto the den of lions.
21And when he came to the den, he cried with an anguished voice unto Daniel; and the

king spoke and said to Daniel, O Daniel, eved of HaElohim HaChai, is thy G-d, whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

22Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, L'olam yicheyeh (live for ever).
23My G-d hath sent his malach, and hath shut the lionsʼmouths that they have not hurt

me; forasmuch as before Him innocence was found in me; and also before thee, O king,
have I done no rah (wrong).

24 Then was the king exceedingly glad for him, and commanded that they should take
Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt
was found upon him, because he had emunah in his G-d.

25And theking commanded, and theybrought those anashimwhichhadaccusedDaniel,
and they cast them into thedenof lions, them, their children, and theirwives; and the lions
overpowered them, andbrokeall their bones inpiecesbefore theyever came to thebottom
of the den.

26Then king Daryavesh wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in kol
ha'aretz; Shalom aleichem l'machbir (Peace bemultiplied unto you).

27 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my malchut men must tremble and fear
before the G-d of Daniel,

for He is HaElohimHaChai,
and stedfast l'olamim (forever),
and His malchut that which shall not be destroyed,
and His dominion shall be even ad hasof (unto the end).
28He delivereth and rescueth,
and Heworketh otot andmofetim
in Shomayim and in ha'aretz,
Who hath delivered Daniel
from the power of the lions.

29 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Daryavesh, and in the reign of Koresh (Cyrus)
the Persian.
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7
1 In the first year of Belshatzar melech Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his

head upon his bed; then he wrote down the dream, and the sum of thematters he related.
2Daniel answered and said, I saw inmy vision that came by night, and, hinei, the arbah

ruchot (four winds) of Shomayim burst forth upon the yam hagadol (great sea).
3And four chayyot hagedolot (great beasts) came up from the yam, different one from

another.
4Harishonah (the first) was like an arye (lion), and had eagleʼs wings. I was beholding

until its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from ha'aretz, andwasmade to stand
upon two feet like aman, and amanʼs lev was given to it.*

5 And hinei another beast, a second, like a bear, and it was raised up on one side, and
three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and it was said thus unto it, Arise, devour
much basar (flesh).

6After this Ibeheld, andhinei another, likea leopard,whichhadupon its sides fourwings
of a bird; the beast had also arba'ah rashim (four heads) and dominion was given to it.

7After this I saw in the night visions, and hinei a fourth Chayyah (Beast), dreadful and
terrible, andstrongexceedingly; and ithadgreat iron teeth; itwasdevouringandcrushing,
and trampling the residue with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were
before it, and it had eser karnayim (ten horns).

8 I was contemplating the karnayim (horns), and, hinei, there came up among them
another keren (horn), a little one, before whom there were three of the first karnayim
plucked up by the roots; and, hinei, in this keren were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things.

9 I was beholding until

kisot (thrones)were placed,
and the Atik Yomin (Ancient of Days),† did sit,
whose raiment was like white snow,
and the hair of His rosh like pure wool;
His kes (throne)was like the fiery flames,
and its wheels like burning eish.
10A river of eish was flowing
and came forth from before Him;
thousand thousandsministered unto Him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him;
the court sat,
and the sfarim (books)were opened.

11 I was beholding then because of the voice of the arrogant words which the keren‡
spoke, I was beholding even till the Chayyah (Beast) was slain, and his body destroyed,
and given to the burning eish.

12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, yet their lives
were prolonged for a time and a season.

13 I was beholding in visions of the night,

and, hinei, one like a Bar Enosh (Ben Adam),§
camewith the clouds of Shomayim,
and came to the Atik Yomin (Ancient of Days),*
and before HimHewas brought.
14And there was given Him (Moshiach, see Rashi on Daniel) dominion,
and honor, and sovereignty,
that all people, Goyim, tongues,
should pey-lammed-chet him.†
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,
and His (Messianic) Kingdom
that which shall not be destroyed.

* 7:4 See Dan 4:34 [4:31] † 7:9 i.e., HASHEM ‡ 7:11 Anti-Moshiach § 7:13Moshiach * 7:13 i.e., HASHEM
† 7:14 See Dan 3:12, serve, reverence as deity Him (Moshiach)
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15As for me, Daniel, my ruach was anxious in the midst of my body, and the visions of
my head were troublingme.

16 I drewnear to oneof the attendants to askhim the certainty concerning all this; andhe
said tome that hewouldmakeme to have da'as of the pesher (interpretation) of the things.

17 These chayyot hagedolot (great beasts), which are arbah (four), are four melachim,
which shall arise out of ha'aretz.

18 But the kedoshim Elyon (holy ones of the Most High) shall receive the Kingdom, and
shall possess the Kingdom forever, even forever and ever.

19 Then I desired to make sure concerning the fourth Chayyah (Beast), which was
different from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and its claws
brass; it was devouring, crushing, and stamped the residue with its feet;

20And concerning the eser karnayim (ten horns) that were in its head, and of the other
which came up, and beforewhom three fell, even of that horn‡ that had eyes, and amouth
that spoke arrogant things, which seemed greater than the others.

21 I was beholding, and the same keren (horn),§ made war against the kedoshim, and
prevailed against them;

22Until the Atik Yomin (Ancient of Days,HASHEM) came, and judgment was given for the
kedoshim Elyon; and the time came that the kedoshim possessed the Kingdom.

23This is what he said:

The fourth Chayyah (Beast) shall be
a fourth kingdom upon earth,
which shall be different from all kingdoms,
and shall devour kol ha'aretz,
and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces.
24And the eser karnayim (ten horns),
out of this kingdom are asarahmelachim (ten kings) that shall arise,
and another shall arise after them;
and he shall be different from the first,
and he shall subdue threemelachim.
25And he* shall speak great words against Elyon,
and shall wear out the kedoshim Elyon,
and think to change set times and law, and they shall be given into his hand
until a time and times and half a time.
26But judgment was given,
and there was taken away its† power
to destroy and to annihilate unto the end.
27And the dominion and sovereignty,
and greatness of the kingdom under kol HaShomayim,
shall be given to the people of the kedoshim Elyon,
whose kingdom is amalchut olam (an everlasting kingdom),
and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.

28Unto this point is the end of thematter. As forme, Daniel, my thoughtsmuch troubled
me, and the color of my countenance changed uponme, but I kept thematter in my lev.‡

8
1 In the shnat shalosh (third year) of the reign of Belshatzar HaMelech, a chazon (vision)

appeared untome, Daniel, after that which appeared untome in the beginning.
2And I beheld in a chazon; and it came to pass, while I was seeing, that I was in Shushan

(Susa) the fortress, which is in the province of Eilam; and I saw in a chazon, and I was by
the stream Ulai.

3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, hinei, there stood before the stream a ram
which had two karnayim (horns), and the two karnayim were high; but one was higher
than the other, and the higher was coming up last.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no chayyot
(beasts)might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand;
but he did according to his will, andmade a great display of strength.

‡ 7:20 Anti-Moshiach § 7:21 Anti-Moshiach * 7:25 Anti-Moshiach † 7:26 Anti-Moshiachʼs ‡ 7:28
T.N. Chanukah remembers the restored and re-dedicated worship in Jerusalem 164 B.C.E. after the Anti-Moshiach-like
activities of Antiochus Epiphanes predicted in chapter 8 below.
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5And as I was considering, hinei, a he-goat was coming from the west on the face of kol
ha'aretz, and it was not touching the earth; and as to the goat it had a conspicuous keren
(horn) between its eyes.

6And he came to the ram that had two karnayim, which I had seen standing before the
stream, and he ran against himwith the wrath of his koach (strength).

7 And I saw him approaching the ram, and he was enraged against him, and he smote
the ram, broke his two karnayim, and there was no koach in the ram to stand before him,
and he cast him down to the ground, and trampled him; therewas none to deliver the ram
from him.

8Therefore thehe-goatwasactingverypresumptuously; andwhenhewaspowerful, the
keren hagedolah (great horn),* was broken; and in the place of it came up conspicuously
four, toward the arbah ruchot HaShomayim (the four winds of Heaven).

9Andout of one of themcame forth a little horn,†whichbecameexceeding great, toward
the south, and toward the east, and toward the [eretz] hatzevi (the glorious [land]).‡

10 And it became great, even unto the tzva HaShomayim; and it caused to fall down to
the earth some of the host and some of the kokhavim it trampled.

11Yea, hemagnifiedhimself evenunto the SarHaTzava, and thedaily sacrificewas taken
away fromHim, and the place of His Mikdash was cast down.

12And a tzva (army) was given over to oppose the daily sacrifice on account of peysha
(transgression, rebellion), and it cast downemes to the ground; and it acted, andprospered.

13Then I heard one kadosh (angel) speaking, and another kadosh said unto that certain
kadosh which spoke, How long shall be the chazon concerning the daily sacrifice, and the
desolating peysha (transgression), to give both the Kodesh (Sanctuary) and the tzva (host)
to be trodden under foot?

14Andhe said untome, Unto erev-boker two thousand and three hundred; then shall the
Kodesh (Sanctuary) be vindicated.

15And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, was beholding the chazon, that I sought the
meaning; then, hinei, there stood before me as the appearance of a man.

16And I heard a kol adam (manʼs voice) amidst the Ulai, and he called, and said, Gavriel,
cause this one to understand the vision.§

17 So he came near where I stood; and as he came, I was filled with fear, and I fell down
uponmy face, but he said unto me, Understand, O ben adam, the chazon (vision) points to
the time of the ketz (end).

18Nowwhile hewas speakingwithme, I swooned uponmy face toward the ground, but
he touchedme, andmademe stand upright.

19And he said, Hineni, I will cause thee to know that which shall take place in the latter
part ofHaZa'am (theWrathperiod), since at amo'ed (anappointed time) theKetz (End) shall
be.

20 The ram which thou sawest having two karnayim are the melachim of Media and
Paras (Persia).

21And the shaggy he-goat is melech Yavan (the king of Greece), and the keren hagedolah
(great horn) that is between his eyes is themelech harishon (the first king).*

22Nowone being broken and four stood up in its place, four kingdoms shall stand up out
of the nation, but not in its koach (strength).

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when haposhe'im (the transgressors, the
ones rebelling) are come to the full, a melech of unyielding countenance, and mastering
intrigues, shall stand up.

24Andhis koach shall bemighty, but not byhis ownkoach; andhe shall cause astounding
destruction, and shall prosper, and accomplish, and shall destroy the mighty and Am
Kedoshim (the Holy People).

25And by his cunning also he shall cause mirmah (deceit) to prosper through his hand;
and he shall magnify himself in his lev, and by peace shall destroy rabbim (many); he shall
also stand up against the Sar Sarim (Prince of Princes); but he shall be broken without
[human] hand.

26And the vision of the evening and themorningwhichwas told is emes; and thou! Shut
up the chazon; for it shall be for many yamim.†

27And IDanielwas faint, and lay ill several yamim; afterward I roseup, anddid thekingʼs
business; and I was astonished at the vision, but without understanding it.

* 8:8 i.e., Alexanderʼs Empire † 8:9Antiochus Epiphanes ‡ 8:9 i.e., Eretz Israel § 8:16 See Dan 9:21 * 8:21
i.e., Alexander † 8:26 i.e., distant times
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9
1 In the shnat achat (first year)ofDaryaveshbenAchashverosh, by zera (descent) aMede,

whowasmademelech over the realm of the Kasdim (Chaldeans);
2 In the shnatachatofhis reign, I,Daniel, receivedbinah (understanding) fromtheSfarim

(books, Kitvei Hakodesh) of the number of the shanim, that the Devar HASHEM was unto
YirmeyahHaNavi, with respect to the desolations of Yerushalayim, SHIVIMSHANAHmust
be completed.*

3 And I set my face unto Adonoi HaElohim, to plead by tefillah and tachanunim
(supplications), with a tzom, and sackcloth, and ashes;

4And I davened unto HASHEM Elohai, and I made vidduy (confession of sin), and said, O
Adonoi, HaEl HaGadol V'HaNorah (the great and dreadful G-d), ShomerHaBrit V'HaChesed
(Who keepeth covenant and lovingkindness) to them that love Him, and to them that are
shomrei mitzvot;

5Wehave sinned, andwe have committed iniquity, andwe have donewickedly, andwe
have rebelled, even by departing from Thymitzvot and from Thymishpatim;

6Neither have we heeded or listened unto Thy avadim the nevi'im, which spoke in Thy
Name unto ourMelachim, our Sarim (princes), and our Avot, and to kol AmHaAretz.

7 To Thee, Adonoi, is the tzedakah, but unto us is boshet hapanim (shame of face), as at
yomhazeh; to themen of Yehudah, and to the yoshvei Yerushalayim, and unto kol Yisroel,
that are near, and that are far off, throughall the countrieswhither Thouhast driven them,
because of their ma'al (betrayal, treachery) wherein they have dealt unfaithfully against
Thee.

8O HASHEM, to us belongeth boshet hapanim, to our Melachim, to our Sarim (princes),
and to our Avot, because we have sinned against Thee.

9 To Adonoi Eloheinu belong the rachamim and the selichot (forgiveness), for we have
rebelled against Him;

10Neither have we obeyed the voice of HASHEM Eloheinu, to walk in His torot, which He
has set before us by the hand of His avadim the Nevi'im.

11 Yea, kol Yisroel has transgressed Thy Torah, even by departing, refusing to obey Thy
kol (voice); therefore ha'alah†(the curse) is poured upon us, and hashevu'ah (the oath) that
is written in the Torat Moshe the Eved HaElohim, because we have sinned against Him.‡

12AndHehath confirmedHiswords,whichHe spoke concerningus, and concerning our
shofetimwho judged us, thatHewould bring uponus a ra'ah gedolah, so that there has not
been done under kol HaShomayimwhat has been done to Yerushalayim.

13Even as it iswritten in the ToratMoshe, all hara'ah hazot (this evil) is comeuponus, yet
we have not mollified the face of HASHEM Eloheinu, by turning away from avoneinu (our
iniquities), and by having seichel (discernment) in Thy Emes.

14 Therefore hath HASHEM watched upon the rah, and brought it upon us; for HASHEM
Eloheinu is tzaddik in all His ma'asimwhich He doeth, for we obeyed not His kol (voice).

15Andnow, Adonoi Eloheinu,Whohast brought Thy people forth out of EretzMitzrayim
with a yad chazakah (mighty hand), and hast gotten Thee renown, as at yom hazeh, we
have sinned, we have done wickedly.

16OAdonoi, according to all Thy tzidkot, I beseech Thee, let Thine anger and Thy fury be
turnedaway fromThy Ir (City)Yerushalayim, ThyHarKodesh, because for chatta'einu, and
for the avonot Avoteinu, Yerushalayim and Thy people are become a reproach, an object
of scorn to all around about us.

17Now therefore, shema, Eloheinu, hear the tefillah of Thy eved, and his tachanunim
(supplications), and cause Thy face to shine upon Thy Mikdash§ that is desolate, lema'an
(for the sake of) Adonoi.

18O Elohai, incline Thine ear, and shema; open Thine eyes, and behold our desolations,
and HaIr which is called by Thy Name; for we do not present tachanuneinu (our supplica-
tions) before Thee on account of tzidkoteinu, but for the sake of Thy rachamim harabbim.

19Adonoi, hear; Adonoi, forgive; Adonoi, hearken and act; delay not, for Thine own sake,
O Elohai; for Thy city and Thy people are called by Thy Name.

20Andwhile Iwas speaking, and davening tefillos, andmaking vidduy (confession of sin)
for me and for Ami Yisroel, and laying my techinnah (petition) before HASHEM Elohai for
the sake of the Har Kodesh of Elohai;

* 9:2 Jer 25:11; 29:10 † 9:11 Dt 29:18 ‡ 9:11 Lv 26:14f; Dt 28:15f § 9:17 Beis HaMikdash
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21 Yea, while I was davening in tefillah, even haish* Gavriel, whom I had seen in the
chazon in the beginning, being caused to come in full flight, reached me about the time
of theminchat erev.

22And he instructed me, and spoke with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to
make thee have seichel in binah.

23At the beginning of thy tachanunim (supplications) a commandmentwent forth, and I
am come to make the word known; for thou art greatly valued; therefore understand the
devar, and consider the vision.

24 Shivi'im heptads is decreed upon thy people and upon thy Ir Kodesh (Holy City), to
restrain the peysha (transgression), and to make an end of chattat (sin), and to make
kapporah for avon, and to bring in TzedekOlamim (EverlastingRighteousness), and to seal
up the chazon and navi, and to anoint the Kodesh HaKodashim.

25Haveda'as, therefore, and get seichel, that from the going forth of the decree to restore
and to rebuild YerushalayimuntoMoshiachNagid shall be shivahheptads, and threescore
and two heptads; the rechov shall be built again, and the charutz, even in troublous times.

26And after threescore and two heptads, yikaret (will be cut off)Moshiach,† but not for
himself;‡ and the troops of the coming nagid shall destroy the Ir and the Kodesh [Beis
Hamikdash];§ and the end thereof shall come with a flood, and unto the end there shall
be war. Desolations are determined.

27 And he shall confirm brit (covenant) with rabbim for one heptad; and in the midst
of the heptad he shall cause the zevach and the minchah to cease, and on the kenaf
(wing) of the abominations is one making desolate, even until the complete destruction,
a destruction that is decreed, shall be poured out upon the Shomem (Desolator, Destroyer).

10
1 In the shnat shloshofKoresh (Cyrus)melechParas (Persia)adavar (word)was revealed

unto Daniel, shmo (his name) called Belteshatzar; and emes was the davar, and of a tzava
gadol (great conflict, affliction); and he understood the davar, and had binah of the vision.

2 In those days I Daniel wasmourning a full shloshah shavu'im (three weeks).
3Choice lechem I did not eat, neither came basar nor yayin intomymouth, neither did I

anoint myself at all, until the completing of the full shloshet shavu'im.
4And in the four and twentieth yom of the chodesh harishon (first month), as I was on

the bank of the nahar hagadol (the great river)which is the Tigris;
5Then I liftedupmine eyes, and looked, and, hinei, there beforemewas as an ish clothed

in linen, aroundwhose waist was a belt of the finest gold of Uphaz.
6 His geviyah (body) also was like the chrysolite, and his face like the appearance of

lightning, and his eyes like torches of eish, and his zero'ot (arms) and his raglayim (feet)
like in color to polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the kol hamon (voice of a
multitude).

7And IDaniel alone saw thevision, for theanashim thatwerewithmesawnot thevision;
butacharadahgedolah (great terror) fell upon them, and theyfled, for theyhid themselves.

8 Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no ko'ach
(strength) in me, for my hod (comeliness)was changed upon me into disfigurement, and I
retained no ko'ach.

9Then I heard the kol (voice) of his words, and when I heard the kol of his words, then I
was in a deep sleep onmy face, andmy face was on the ground.

10 And, hinei, a yad (hand) touched me, and raised me, trembling, upon my knees and
upon the palms of my hands.

11Andhesaiduntome,ODaniel, ish chamudot (mangreatlyvalued, beloved), understand
the devarim that I speak unto thee, and stand upright, for unto thee now shulachti (I was
sent). And when he had spoken the davar hazeh (this word) untome, I stood trembling.

12 Then said he unto me, Al tirah (fear not), Daniel, for from the yom harishon (first
day) that thou didst set thine lev to understand, oolehitannot (and to afflict, humble thyself)
before Eloheicha, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words.

13 But the Sar Malchut Paras (Prince of the Kingdom of Persia) was standing before me
21 yamim; but, hinei, Micha'el, one of the Sarim HaRishonim came to help me; and I was
detained there with theMelachim Paras.

14NowIamcome to give theebinah (understanding)ofwhat shall befall thyPeople in the
acharit hayamim*(latter days); for there is still a chazon (vision) for [those] yamim (days).

* 9:21 See Dan 8:15 † 9:26 Isa 53:8 ‡ 9:26 Isa 53:4-6,8 § 9:26 i.e., 70.C.E * 10:14Messianic
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15Andwhilehewasspeakingsuchdevarimuntome, Ibowedmyface toward theground,
and I became unable to speak.

16And, hinei, one with the likeness of the bnei adam touched my lips; then I opened my
mouth, and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, Adoni, because of the vision
my pangs have overcomeme, and I have retained no ko'ach.

17 For how is the eved adoni here able to speak with such as adoni? For as for me, now
no ko'ach remains inme, neither is there neshamah (breath) left in me.

18 Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man,
v'yechazkeini (and he strengthenedme),

19 And said, Al tira, ish chamudot (fear not, O man greatly valued, beloved); Shalom to
you; chazak (be strong), yea, chazak. And when he had spoken unto me, I felt myself
strengthened, and said, Let adoni speak; for thou hast strengthenedme.

20 Then said he, Knowest thou why I have come unto thee? And now I shall return to
fight against the Sar Paras (Prince of Persia); and when I am gone forth, hinei! The Sar
Yavan (Prince of Greece) comes.

21 But I shall make known to thee that which is inscribed in the Writing of Emes; and
there isnoonemitchazak (putting forthstrength)withme in these things, butMicha'el your
Sar.

11
1Also I, in the shnat achat of Daryavesh the Mede, I stood to support and to strengthen

him.
2And now will I show thee the emes. Hinei, yet shloshah melachim will arise in Paras

(Persia); and the fourth shall with osher gadol (great richness) be abundantly rich above
all; and by his strength through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of Yavan
(Greece).

3And amelech gibbor shall arise, that shall rulewithmimshal rav (great dominion), and
do kirtzono (according to his will).

4And when he shall arise, his malchut (kingdom) shall be broken, and shall be divided
to the araba ruchot HaShomayim; and not to his posterity, nor according to his rule which
he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others apart from these.*

5 And HaMelech HaNegev (the King of the South) shall be strong, and one of his sarim
(princes), and he shall be strong above him, and will rule; a great rule is his rule.

6 And at the end of some shanim they shall join themselves together as allies; for the
daughter of HaMelech HaNegev shall come unto the Melech HaTzafon (King of the North)
to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the koach hazero'a; neither shall he stand,
nor his zero'a, but she shall be given up, and they that brought her, and he that fathered
her and he that supported her in those times.

7But out of a netzer of her roots shall one stand up in his place, which shall come unto
an army, and shall enter into the stronghold of HaMelech HaTzafon, and shall deal with
them, and shall show strength;

8And also their g-ds with their molten images and with their precious vessels of silver
and gold he will bring into captivity to Mitzrayim; and he shall refrain some shanim from
(attacking)HaMelech HaTzafon.

9 So he (HaMelech HaTzafon) shall come into his kingdom of HaMelech HaNegev and
shall return into his own land.

10But his banim shall be stirred up, and shall assemble a multitude of great forces; and
he shall certainly come, and overflow, and pass through; then shall he return, and shall
stir himself up, even to his fortress.

11And HaMelech HaNegev shall be moved with rage, and shall go forth and fight with
him, evenwithHaMelechHaTzafon; andhe shall raise agreatmultitude; but themultitude
shall be given into his hand.

12And the multitude shall be carried away; his lev shall be lifted up; and he shall cause
thousands to fall, but will not be strong.

13For HaMelech HaTzafon shall again raise amultitude, greater than the former, and at
the endof some shanimhewill certainly comewith a great armyandwith great substance;

14And in those times many shall stand up against HaMelech HaNegev; also the sons of
the transgressors of thy people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but they shall
stumble.

* 11:4 See Dan 8:8



DANIEL 11:15 978 DANIEL 11:39

15 So HaMelech HaTzafon shall come, and shall cast up an entrenchment, and shall take
a fortified city; and the forces of the South shall not stand, even their choicest troops, and
there is no power to stand.

16Buthe that comethagainst himshall do according tohis ownwill, andnone shall stand
before him; and he shall stand in Eretz HaTzevi (Beautiful Land), and destruction (shall be)
in his hand.

17 He shall also set his face to come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and an
agreement is with him; and he shall make it; and he shall give him the daughter of women
to destroy it, but she shall not stand, neither be for him.

18After he turns his face unto the isles, and shall takemany, a magistrate shall cause his
reproach to cease for him except that his reproach shall return to him.

19Then he shall turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land, but he shall stumble
and fall, and will not be found.

20 Then shall stand up in his place one who causes an exactor to pass through for the
glory of the malchut, but within a few yamim he shall be broken, neither in anger, nor in
battle.

21And in his place shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the glory of
themalchut but he shall come in unawares, and obtain the kingdom by intrigues.

22And an overwhelming armywill be swept away before him, and shall be broken; yea,
also the Nagid Brit.

23 And after the league made with him he shall practice deceit, for he shall go up, and
shall become strong with a small people.

24He shall enter unawares even into the fattest of the provinces; and he shall do that
whichhis avot havenot done, norhis avot of his avot; he shall scatter among them the spoil
and booty andpossessions, yea, andhe shall plan his devices against the strongholds, even
for a time.

25Andheshall stiruphispowerandhis courageagainst theMelechHaNegevwithagreat
army; and HaMelech HaNegev shall be stirred up for battle with a very great and mighty
army; but he shall not stand; for they shall devise devices against him.

26 Yea, they that eat of the portion of his meat shall break him, and his army shall
overflow, andmany shall fall down slain.

27And the hearts of both of these melachim shall be for evil, and they shall speak lies at
one shulchan, but it shall not prosper; for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.

28Then shall he return into his landwith great riches; andhis lev shall be against theBrit
Kodesh; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.

29At the time appointed he shall return, and come again to the South; but it shall not be
as at the first so at the last.

30For the ships of Kittim shall come against him; therefore he shall be disheartened and
shall return, and rage against the Brit Kodesh so shall he do; he shall even return, andwill
fix his attention upon those that forsake the Brit Kodesh.

31And forces fromhimwill stand, and they shall desecrate theMikdash, the Citadel, and
shall do away with HaTamid, and set up the Shikkutz MeShomem.

32And such as do wickedly against the Brit shall he pervert in intrigue, but the people
who know their G-d shall be strong andwill do.

33And they that understand among the people shall instruct many; yet they shall fall by
the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and through despoilment for many yamim.

34Nowwhen they shall fall, they shall be helpedwith a little help, but many shall cleave
to them in intrigue.

35And some of them of understanding shall fall to try them, and to purify, and to make
themwhite, even to the time of the end, because it is yet for a time appointed.

36And HaMelech shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify
himself above every g-d, and shall speakmonstous things against the G-d of g-ds, and shall
prosper till the wrath be accomplished; for that is determined shall be done.

37Neither shall he regard the g-d of his avot, nor the desire of women, nor regard any
g-d, for he shall magnify himself above all.

38But in his place shall he honor the g-d of fortresses, and a g-d whomhis avot knew not
shall he honor with zahav, and kesef, and with precious stones, and things desired.

39 Thus shall he do to the fortresses of the strongholds with the help of a foreign g-d,
whomhe shall acknowledge and increasewith glory; and he shall cause them to rule over
many, and shall distribute the land for a price.
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40And at the time of the end shall HaMelech HaNegev butt against him, and HaMelech
HaTzafon shall storm against him with chariots, and with parash, and with many ships;
and he shall enter into the countries and shall overflow and pass over.

41 He shall enter also into the Eretz HaTzevi, and many will stumble, but these shall
escape out of his hand, even Edom, andMoav, and the chief of the bnei Ammon.

42He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries, and Eretz Mitzrayim shall not
escape.

43But he shall rule over the deposits of zahav andof kesef, and over all the desired things
of Mitzrayim; and the Libyans and the Cushites shall be at his heels.

44But reports out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him; therefore he shall go
forth with cheimah gedolah (great fury) to destroy, and to annihilate many.

45And he shall plant the tents of his pavilion between the sea and the Har Tzevi Kodesh
(Beautiful HolyMountain); yet he shall come to his end, and there is none to help him.

12
1And at that time shall Micha'el stand, the Sar HaGadol who standeth over the banim of

thy people, and there shall be an et tzarah (time of tribulation), such as has not been from
the existence of a nation to that time; and in that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be foundwritten in the Sefer.

2Andrabbimof themthat sleep in theadmataphar (dustof theground) shall awake, some
to Chayyei Olam (Everlasting Life), and some to reproaches (shames) and Dera'on Olam
(Everlasting Contempt, Abhorrence, Aversion, i.e.), Everlasting Gehinnom.*

3And they that arewise shall shineas thebrightness of thefirmament; and they that turn
many to tzedakah (righteousness) as the kokhavim (stars) leolam v'ed (forever and ever).

4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the devarim (words), and seal the sefer, until the Et Ketz
(Time of the End): rabbim shall run to and fro, that da'as (knowledge)may be increased.

5 Then I Daniel looked, and, hinei, two others were standing, the one on this side of the
bank of the river, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.

6And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, How
long shall it be to the Ketz of these wonders?

7And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he
held up his right hand and his left hand unto Shomayim, and swore, By the Onewho liveth
haolam (forever), it shall be for a time, times, and a half a time; and when there is an end
of breaking in pieces the yad Am Kodesh (power of the Holy People), all these things shall
come to an end.

8 And I heard, but I understood not. Then said I, Adoni, what shall be the end of these
things?

9Andhe said, Go thyway, Daniel, for the devarimare closed up and sealed till the Et Ketz
(Time of the End).

10Many shall be purified, and made white, and refined; but the resha'im (wicked) shall
do wickedly; and none of the resha'im shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

11 And from the time that HaTamid (the Daily Sacrifice) shall be taken away, and the
Shikkutz Shomem (Abomination Causing Desolation) set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety yamim.

12Ashrei (blessed) is hewhowaiteth, and attains to the thousand three hundred and five
and thirty yamim.

13But thou, go till HaKetz; for thou shalt rest, and shall arise to thy allotted inheritance
at the Ketz Hayamim (End of Days).

* 12:2T.N. OneshOlam is heremademore fearsome in light of the prevalent neglect of Scripture in favor of non-Biblical
studies
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Hoshea
Introduction

In this book, a preacher (Hosea) is victimized by the sin of adultery, one torment of
which is the fact that adultery throws into question the paternity of the children (Hos 2:4
[2:6]), even as G-d ismade a cuckold by devotion to false religion, and the legitimacy asHis
children of such wayward religious adherents is therebymade questionable.

1The Devar HASHEM that came unto Hoshea, ben Be'eri, in the yamim of Uziyah, Yotam,
Achaz, and Yechizkiyah, melachim of Yehudah, and in the yamim of Yarov'am ben Yoash,
Melech Yisroel.

2The beginning of the Devar HASHEM by Hoshea: And HASHEM said to Hoshea: Go, take
unto theeaneshet zenunim (wifeofwhoredoms)andyeladimof zenunim; forha'aretzhath
committed great whoredom, by departing fromHASHEM.

3 So he went and took Gomer bat Divlayim; which conceived, and bore him ben.
4And HASHEM said unto him: Call shmo Yizre'el (G-d will sow); for yet a little while, and

I will visit vengeance upon Bais Yehu for the demei Yizre'el (massacre at Yizre'el), and will
cause to cease* Mamlechut Bais Yisroel.†

5And it shall come topassonYomHahu, that Iwill break thekeshetYisroel (bowof Israel),
in the Emek Yizre'el (Jezreel Valley).

6 And she conceived again, and bore a bat. And G-d said unto him, Call her shem Lo-
ruchamah (not pitied); for I will no more have pity upon Bais Yisroel; since I have been
utterly betrayed by them.‡

7But Iwill havemercyupon theBaisYehudah, andwill save thembyHASHEMEloheihem,
and will not save them by keshet, nor by cherev, nor by milchamah, by susim, nor by
parashim.

8Nowwhen she had weaned Lo-ruchamah, she conceived, and bore ben.
9Then saidG-d, Call shmo (his name)Lo-ammi; for ye are lo ammi (notMypeople), and to

you (pl) not eh'h'yeh (I AM: which is ALEFH HEH YODHEH 1 common sg form of YOD HEH
VAVHEH—HASHEM; i.e., to you I am not HASHEM).

2
1Yet the number of the Bnei Yisroel shall be as the sand of the yam (sea), which cannot

be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said
unto them, Ye are lo ammi (notMy people), there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the Bnei
El Chai.

2 Then shall the Bnei Yehudah and the Bnei Yisroel be gathered together, and appoint
for them Rosh Echad,* and they shall come up out of ha'aretz; for gadol shall be the Yom
Yizre'el (Day of Jezreel).†

3 Say ye unto your achim, Ami (My people); and to your achayot, Ruchamah (Pitied).

4Plead with immechem (yourmother), plead;
for she is not my isha (wife),
neither am I her ish (husband);
let her therefore put away her zenunim (whoredoms) out of her sight,
and her na'afufim (adulteries) from between her breasts;
5Lest I strip her naked,
and set her as bare as the day she was born,
andmake her as amidbar,
and turn her like an eretz tziyyah (parched land),
and kill her with tzamah (thirst).
6And I will not havemercy upon her banim;
for they are the bnei zenunim.
7For their em hath played the zonah (prostitute);
she that conceived them hath done shamefully;
for she said: I will go after my lovers,
that give memy lechem andmymayim,
mywool andmy flax, mine shemen (oil) andmy shikkui (drink).

* 1:4 722 BCE † 1:4 See 1Kgs 21; 2Kgs 9 ‡ 1:6 1K 2:10 * 2:2Moshiach; see Isa 11; Hos 3:5 † 2:2G-dwill sow
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8Therefore, hinei, I will hedge up thy path with thorns,
and wall in her wall,
that she shall not find her netivah (way).
9And she shall chase after her lovers,
but she shall not overtake them;
and she shall seek them, but shall not find them;
then shall she say:
I will go and return to my ish harishon (first husband);
for then was it better withme than now.
10For she did not have da'as that I gave her
dagan (grain), and tirosh (newwine), and yitzhar (oil),
andmultiplied her kesef and zahav,
which they prepared for Ba'al.
11Therefore will I return, and take away
My dagan in the season thereof,
andMy tirosh in the season thereof,
and will take backMywool andMy flax
given to cover her nakedness.
12And nowwill I expose her navlut (lewdness)
in the sight of her lovers,
and none shall deliver her out of Mine hand.
13 I will also cause all her masos (exultation, joy) to cease,
her Chag (feast), her Chodesh (NewMoons), and her Shabbatot,
and all her Mo'adim (appointed feasts).
14And I will destroy her gefanim (vines) and her te'enim (fig trees),
whereof she hath said: These are my etnan (harlotʼs wages)
that my lovers have givenme;
and I will make them a forest,
and the wild beasts of the sadeh shall devour them.
15And I will visit upon her
the yamim of Ba'alim,
wherein she burned incense to them,
and she decked herself with her ring and her jewelry,
and she went after her lovers,
and forgot Me,

saith HASHEM.

16Therefore, hinei, I will allure her,
and bring her into themidbar,
and speak to her lev.
17And there I will give her her kramim (vineyards),
and the Emek Achor (Valley of Trouble) I will make a petach tikvah (door of hope);
and she shall sing there, as in the yamim of her youth,
and as in the yomwhen she came up out of Eretz Mitzrayim.

18And it shall be in YomHahu, saith HASHEM, that thou shalt call Me Ishi (my Husband);
and shalt call Me nomore Ba'ali.

19For I will take away the shemot (names) of Ba'alim out of hermouth, and they shall be
remembered by their names nomore.

20And in Yom Hahu will I make a brit (covenant) for them with the beasts of the sadeh
and with the fowls of Shomayim, and with the creeping things of the adamah; and I will
abolish the keshet and the cherev and the milchamah from ha'aretz, and will make them
to lie down in betach (safety).

21And I will betroth thee unto Me l'olam; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in tzedek, and
inmishpat, and in chesed, and in rachamim.

22 Iwill evenbetroth theeuntoMe inemunah (faithfulness, fidelity): then thoushalt know
HASHEM.

23And it shall come to pass in YomHahu,
I will answer, saith HASHEM,
I will answer HaShomayim (the heavens),
and they shall answer Ha'Aretz;
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24And Ha'Aretz shall answer with dagan,
and tirosh, and yitzhar;
and they shall answer Yizre'el (G-d will sow).
25And I will sow her for Myself in ha'aretz;
and I will have rachamim upon lo ruchamah;
and I will say to themwhich were lo ammi: Thou art ami (My people);
and they shall say: Thou art Elohai (my G-d).

3
1 Then said HASHEM unto me, Go again, love an isha (woman, wife) beloved of her re'a

(friend, companion), yet a noefet (adulteress), just like the ahavat HASHEM toward the Bnei
Yisroel, who look to elohim acharim, and love heathen religion raisin cakes.*

2So I bought her tome for fifteen pieces of kesef, and for a chomer and a half of se'orim;†
3 And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide with me yamim rabbim and shalt not play the

zonah, and thou shalt not be for another ish; and thus will I also towards thee. 1
4For theBnei Yisroel shall abide yamimrabbimwithout amelech, andwithout a sar, and

without a zevach, andwithout amatzevah (stone pillar, monument) andwithout an ephod
(sacred vest used for consulting a deity), and without teraphim (household idols);

5Afterward shall the Bnei Yisroel return, and seek HASHEM Eloheihem, and Dovid their
melech;‡ and shall fear HASHEM and His goodness in the acharit hayamim (last days).

4
1Hear the Devar HASHEM, ye Bnei Yisroel:
for HASHEM hath a controversy with the yoshvei ha'aretz,
because there is no emes, nor chesed,
nor da'as Elohim in ha'aretz.*
2By aloh (false swearing, perjury), and kachash (lying), and ratzo'ach (murder),
and ganov (stealing), and na'of (committing adultery) they break away,
and damim b'damim they follow (bloodshed follows bloodshed).
3Therefore shall ha'aretz mourn,
and every one that dwelleth therein shall waste away languishing,
with the wild beasts of the sadeh, and with the fowls of Shomayim;
yea, the dagim of the yam also shall disappear.
4Yet let no ish bring a point of contention,
nor reprove another;
for thy people are as they
that strive with the kohen.
5Therefore shalt thou stumble and fall in the yom,
and the navi also shall stumble and fall with thee in the lailah,
and I will destroy thy em.
6Ami are destroyed for lack of da'as (knowledge);
because thou hast rejected da'as,
I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no kohen to Me;
seeing thou hast forgotten the torat Eloheicha,
I will also forget thy banim.
7Themore they increased, the more they sinned against Me;
therefore will I change their kavod into kalon (ignominy, shame).
8They† feed on the chattat (sin) of Ami,
and they relish their avon (iniquity).
9And there shall be, like Am (People), like kohen;
and I will visit themwith punishment for their ways,
and repay them for their doings.
10For they shall eat, and not have enough;
they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase;
because they have abandoned being shomer to heed HASHEM.
11Zenut (prostitution, whoredom) and yayin and tirosh
take away the lev (understanding).
12Ami (My people) consult a piece of wood,

* 3:1 Jer 44:19 † 3:2 1K 1:18-19 ‡ 3:5 i.e., Moshiach * 4:1 See 11:7-9; 1K 1:18-19 † 4:8 i.e., the kohanim
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and their staff declareth unto them;
for the ruach zenunim hath caused them to err,
and they have played the zonah, forsaking Eloheihem.
13They sacrifice upon the tops of themountains,
and burn incense upon the hills,
under oak and poplar and terebinth,
because the shade thereof is tov;
therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom,
and your daughters-in-law shall commit ni'uf (adultery).
14 I will not visit punishment upon your daughters when they commit whoredom,
nor your daughters-in-lawwhen they commit ni'uf (adultery);
because themen consort with zonot,
and they sacrifice with kedeshot (temple prostitutes);
thus the Amwithout binah (understanding) shall come to ruin.
15Though thou, Yisroel, play the zonah,
yet let not Yehudah become guilty;
and come not ye unto Gilgal,
neither go ye up to Beit-Aven (House of Iniquity),‡
nor swear, Chai HASHEM(As the L-rd lives).
16For Yisroel slideth back§
like a backsliding parah (stubborn, rebellious cow);
can HASHEM now feed them
like a lamb in a wide field?
17Ephrayim* is joined to atzabim (idols);
leave him alone.
18When their drink is sour,†
they have committed whoredom;
her mogenim (shields, rulers) deeply love kalon (ignominy, shame).
19The wind hath bound her up in her wings,
and their zevakhot (sacrifices) shall bring them bushah (shame).

5
1Hear ye this, O kohanim;
and pay heed, ye Bais Yisroel;
and give ye ear, O Bais HaMelech;
for hamishpat (the judgment) is against you,
because ye have been a pach (snare, bird trap) at Mitzpah,
and a reshet (net) spread upon Tavor.
2And the revolters have deepened their slaughter,
and I will be musar (punishment)* of them all.
3 I know Ephrayim,
and Yisroel is not hid fromMe;
for now, O Ephrayim, thou committest whoredom,
and Yisroel is tameh (unclean, defiled).
4Their doings do not permit them to turn unto Eloheihem;
for the ruach zenunim is in themidst of them,
and they have not knownHASHEM.
5And the ga'on Yisroel (pride of Yisroel) doth testify to his face;
therefore shall Yisroel and Ephrayim stumble and fall in their avon (iniquity);
Yehudah also shall fall with them.
6They shall go with their flocks
and with their herds to seek HASHEM;
but they shall not find Him;
He hath withdrawn Himself from them.
7They have dealt treacherously against HASHEM;
for they have begotten banim zarim (strange, illegitimate children);

‡ 4:15 pejorative name for Bethel § 4:16 i.e., is stubborn, rebellious, unmanageable * 4:17 i.e., the Northern

Kingdom, Israel † 4:18 i.e., when intoxicated * 5:2 see regardingMoshiach, Isa 53:5
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now shall a [Rosh] Chodesh devour themwith their fields.

8Blow ye the shofar in Giv'ah, and the trumpet in Ramah;
cry aloud at Beit-Aven; after thee, O Binyamin!
9Ephrayim shall be desolate in the Yom Tokheichah (Day of Rebuke):
among the Shivtei Yisroel have I made known that which is certain.
10The sarim (princes) of Yehudahwere like them that remove the gevul (boundary stone);
therefore I will pour out Mywrath upon them likemayim.
11Ephrayim is oppressed and crushed inmishpat (judgment),
because he willingly walked after tzav (human statute).†
12Therefore will I be unto Ephrayim like maggots,
and to the Bais Yehudah like rottenness.

13When Ephrayim saw his sickness,
and Yehudah saw his sores,
then went Ephrayim to the Assyrian,
and sent to the great king;
yet he was not able to heal you,
nor cure you of your wound.
14For I will be unto Ephrayim like a lion,
and as a great lion to the Bais Yehudah;
I, even I, will tear and go away;
I will carry off, and there will be no one rescuing.

15 I will go and return to My place,
till they acknowledge their guilt, and seekMy face;
in their tzar (affliction, distress) they will beg My favor.

6
1Come, and let us return unto HASHEM;
for He hath torn, and Hewill heal us;
He hath struck, and Hewill bind us up.
2After two days He will revive us;
in the YomHaShelishi He will raise us up,
and we shall live in His sight.
3Then shall we know, if we follow on to knowHASHEM;
His going forth is established as the shachar (dawn);
and He shall come unto us as the geshem (winter rain),
as themalkosh (spring rain)* unto ha'aretz.

4O Ephrayim, what shall I do unto thee?
O Yehudah, what shall I do with thee?
For your chesed (faithfulness, loyalty) is as an anan boker (morning cloud), and as the early

dew that disappears.
5Therefore have I cut them to pieces with the nevi'im;
I have slain them by the words of Mymouth;
thymishpatim are as the ohr (light, lightning) that goeth forth.
6For I desired chesed, and not zevach;
and the da'as Elohimmore than olot (burnt offerings).†

7But they are like Adam, they have transgressed the brit (covenant);
there have they dealt treacherously against Me.
8Gil'ad is a city of evil-doers,
is trodden with dahm.
9And as gedudim (marauders) lie in wait for a man,
so the chever (band) [of] kohanim
murder in the way to Shechem;
for they commit shameful crimes.
10 I have seen a horrible thing in Bais Yisroel:
there is the zenut (whoredom) of Ephrayim;

† 5:11 Isa 28:10,13 * 6:3 i.e., as the latter and former rain, which is the winter and spring rain † 6:6Mt 9:13
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Yisroel is tameh (unclean, defiled).
11Also, O Yehudah, he hath set a katzir (harvest) [of punishment] for thee,

When I turn the Shevut Ami (Captivity ofMy people),‡

7
1when I would have healed Yisroel,
then the avon (iniquity) of Ephrayimwas exposed,
and the ra'ot (crimes) of Shomron;
for they practice sheker;
and the ganav intrudes,
and the bandit robs bachutz (in the street).
2And they consider not in their levavot
that I remember all their ra'ah;
now their own evil doings surround them;
they are before My face.
3Theymake theMelech glad with their ra'ah,
and the sarim (princes)with their lies.
4They are all no'afim (adulterers),
as an oven heated by the baker,
who ceaseth stirring from the kneading of the batzek (dough),
until its chametz leavening rises.
5 In the YomMalkeinu
the sarim (princes) havemade him sick with the heat of yayin;
he has stretched out his hand with the letzim (mockers).
6For they havemade ready their lev
like an oven, while they lie in wait;
their anger smolders kol halailah;
in the boker it burneth like an eish of flame.
7They are all hot as an oven,
and have devoured their shofetim;
all their melachim are fallen;
there is none among them that calleth unto Me.
8Ephrayim, he hathmixed himself among the people;
Ephrayim is a flat cake not turned over.
9Zarim have devoured his ko'ach,
and he knoweth it not;
yea, gray hairs are sprinkled upon him,
yet he hath no da'as.
10And the ga'on Yisroel testifieth to his face;
and they do not return to HASHEM Eloheihem,
nor seek Him for all this.
11Ephrayim also is like an easily deceived yonahwithout sense;
they call to Mitzrayim,
they turn to Assyria.
12When they shall go, I will spreadMy reshet (net) upon them;
I will bring them down as the fowls of Shomayim;
I will chastise them, when I hear them congregating.
13Woe unto them! For they have strayed fromMe.
Sod (destruction) unto them because they have committed pesha against Me!
Though I would redeem them,
yet they have spoken kazav (lies) against Me.
14And they have not cried untoMewith their levavot,
when they wailed upon their beds;
they congregate themselves for dagan and tirosh,
and they depart fromMe.
‡ 6:11 i.e., restore their fortunes



HOSHEA 7:15 986 HOSHEA 8:14

15Though I have trained and strengthened their zero'ot (arms),
yet do they plot rah against Me.
16They return, but not to Most High;
they are like a faulty keshet;
their sarim (princes) shall fall by the cherev
for the insolence of their leshon;
this shall be their derision in Eretz Mitzrayim.

8
1 Set the shofar to thy lips.
He* shall come as a nesher against the Bais HASHEM,
because they have transgressedMy brit (covenant),
and committed pesha against My torah.
2Yisroel shall cry unto Me:
Elohai, we know Thee. We, Yisroel!
3Yisroel hath cast off the thing that is tov;
the oyev (enemy) shall pursue him.

4They have set upmelachim, but not fromMe;
they havemade sarim (princes), and I knew it not;
of their kesef and their zahav
have theymade them atzabim (idols),
that theymay be cut off.
5Thy egel (calf-idol), O Shomron, I am casting off;
Mine anger is kindled against them;
how long will they be incapable of nikkayon (innocency, freedom from punishment)?
6They are from Yisroel!
The craftsmanmade it;
therefore it is not Elohim;
but the egel of Shomron shall be broken in pieces.

7For they have sown the wind,
and they shall reap the whirlwind;
the stalk [of standing grain] hath no tzemach (shoot);
it shall yield no kemach (flour);
and even if it yielded it, zarimwould devour it.
8Yisroel is swallowed up;
now shall they be among the Goyim
like a worthless keli (vessel).
9For they are gone up to Assyria,
a pere (wild donkey) off by itself alone;
Ephrayim hath sold herself to ahavim (lovers).
10Yea, though they have bargained among the Goyim,
nowwill I gather them,
and they shall begin to diminish
on account of themassa (burden) of Melech Sarim.

11Because Ephrayim hath built manymizbechot for sin,
mizbechot shall be unto him to sin.
12 I have written to him themany things of My torah,
but they were regarded as a zar (strange thing).
13They sacrifice basar for the sacrifices of Mine offerings, and eat it;
but HASHEM accepteth them not;
nowwill He remember their avon (iniquity), and visit punishment on their sins;
they shall return to Mitzrayim.
14For Yisroel hath forgotten his Maker,
and buildeth heikhalot;
and Yehudah hathmultiplied fortified towns;
but I will send eish upon his towns,
and it shall devour the citadels thereof.

* 8:1 the Assyrian enemy
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9
1Rejoice not, O Yisroel,
for joy, as other people;
for thou hast gone a-whoring from thy G-d,
thou hast loved for hire upon every threshing floor.
2The floor and the wine-press shall not feed them,
and the tirosh shall fail in her.
3They shall not dwell in HASHEMʼs land;
but Ephrayim shall return to Mitzrayim,
and they shall eat unclean things in Assyria.
4They shall not offer yayin offerings to HASHEM,
neither shall they be pleasing unto Him;
their sacrifices shall be unto them as the bread of mourners;
all that eat thereof shall be polluted;
for their bread shall be for their own nefesh
and shall not come into the Beis HASHEM.
5What will ye do in the YomMo'ed,
and in the Yom Chag HASHEM?
6For, lo, they are gone because of destruction;
Mitzrayim shall gather them up,
Memphis shall bury them;
nettles shall possess their valuables of kesef;
thorns shall be in their tents.
7The days of pekudah (visitation for divine punishment) are come,
the yamim of recompence are come;
Yisroel shall know it.
The navi is a fool,
the ish haruach (spiritual man) is meshuga,
for themultitude of thine iniquity
and great hatred.
8The watchman of Ephrayimwas withmy G-d;
but the navi is a snare of a fowler in all his ways,
and hatred in the bais of his G-d.
9They have deeply corrupted themselves,
as in the yamim of Giv'ah;
therefore He will remember their iniquity,
He will visit their sins.
10 I found Yisroel like grapes in themidbar;
I saw your avot as the bikkurah
in the fig tree at her first season;
but they went to Ba'al-Pe'or,
and separated themselves unto that shame;
and their abominations were according as they loved.
11As for Ephrayim, their kavod shall fly away like a bird,
from the birth, and from the beten (womb), and from the conception.
12Though they bring up their banim,
yet will I bereave them,
that there shall not be aman left:
yea, woe also to themwhen I depart from them!
13Ephrayim, as I saw Tzor,
is planted in a pleasant place;
but Ephrayim shall bring forth
his banim to themurderer.
14Give them, O HASHEM. What wilt Thou give?
Give them amiscarrying rechem (womb) and dry breasts.
15All their wickedness is in Gilgal;
for there I hated them;
for the wickedness of their doings
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I will drive them out of Mine bais,
I will love them nomore;
all their sarim (princes) are sorerim (rebels).
16Ephrayim is struck,
their shoresh (root) is dried up,
they shall bear no fruit;
yea, though they bring forth,
yet will I slay even the beloved fruit of their beten (womb).
17My G-d will cast them away,
because they did not pay heed unto Him;
and they shall be nodedim (wanderers) among the Goyim.

10
1Yisroel is a running gefen,
he bringeth forth p'ri unto himself;
according to themultitude of his fruit he hath increased themizbechot;
according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly matzevot (stone pillars,

monuments).
2Their lev is deceitful;
now shall they bear guilt;
He shall break down their mizbechot,
He shall destroy their matzevot.
3For now they shall say:
We have noMelech,
because we feared not HASHEM;
but if we did have aMelech, what could he do for us?
4They have spoken words,
swearing falsely in cutting brit (covenant);
thus mishpat springeth up as poisonous herb
in the furrows of the sadeh.
5The inhabitants of Shomron tremble
because of the eglot (calf-idols) of Beit-Aven;
for the people thereof shall mourn over it,
likewise the komer (idolatrous priests),
who shout for joy over it,
for its kavod from it has departed.
6 It shall be also carried unto Assyria
for aminchah (present) to the great king;
Ephrayim shall receive disgrace,
and Yisroel shall be ashamed of his own counsel.
7As for Shomron,
her melech will float off like a twig upon the surface of themayim.
8The high places also of Aven, the chattat Yisroel,
shall be made shmad;
the kotz (thorn) and the dardar (thistle) shall come up on their mizbechot;
and they shall say to themountains: Cover us;
and to the hills: Fall on us.
9O Yisroel, thou hast sinned
from the yamei Giv'ah;
there they have continued.
Did not milchamah (war) overtake
the bnei alvah (children of unruliness) in Giv'ah?
10When I please, I will chastise them;
amim shall be gathered against them,
when they are punished for their shtei avon (double iniquity).
11And Ephrayim is an eglahmelummadah (a trained heifer),
and loveth to tread out the grain;
but I will put a yoke on her fair neck;
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I will drive Ephrayim;
Yehudah shall plow,
and Ya'akov shall break his clods.
12 Sow to yourselves in tzedakah,
reap in chesed;
break up your fallow ground;
for it is time to seek HASHEM,
till He come and rain tzedek upon you.
13Ye have plowed resha,
ye have reaped avlah;
ye have eaten the pri kachash (fruit of lies);
because thou didst trust in thy way,
in themultitude of thy gibborim (mightymen).
14Therefore shall a tumult arise among thy people,
and all thy fortresses shall be devastated,
as Shalman devastated Beit-Arbel on the yommilchamah;
the emwere dashed in pieces with their banim.
15 So, O Beit-El, shall it be done unto you
because of your great wickedness;
in the shachar (dawn) shall the Melech Yisroel
utterly be cut off.*

11
1When Yisroel was a na'ar (child), I loved him,
and called Beni (My son) out of Mitzrayim.*
2Themore I called them,
themore they went fromMe;
they sacrificed unto Ba'alim,
and burned incense to peselim (graven images).
3Yet it was I who taught Ephrayim to walk,
taking them by their zero'ot;
but they knew not
that it was I who healed them.
4 I drew themwith cords of man,
with bands of ahavah;
and I was to them
as they that ease the ol (yoke) on their jaws,
and I bent down to feed them.
5Will they not return into Eretz Mitzrayim?
Andwill not the Assyrian be his melech,
because they refused to make teshuvah.
6And the cherev shall flash in his towns,
and shall destroy his gate bars, and devour them,
because of their own counsels.
7And Ami are bent to backsliding fromMe;
though they called to theMost High,
none at all would exalt Him.
8How shall I give thee up, Ephrayim?
How shall I hand thee over, Yisroel?
How shall I make thee as Admah?
How shall I make thee as Tzevoyim?
Mine lev is turned withinMe,
My relentings are kindled together.
9 I will not execute Mine charon af,
I will not return to destroy Ephrayim;
for El ani, and not ish;
the Kadosh (Holy One) in themidst of thee;

* 10:15 Isa 53:8 * 11:1Mt 2:15
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and I will not come in wrath.
10They shall walk after HASHEM;
He shall roar like an aryeh;
when He shall roar,
then the banim shall come trembling from the west.
11They shall come trembling as a bird out of Mitzrayim,
and as a yonah out of Eretz Assyria;
and I will place them in their batim (houses),

saith HASHEM.

12
1Ephrayim compassethMe about with kachash (lies),
and Bais Yisroel withmirmar (deceit);*
but Yehudah still is unruly against El,
and against Kadoshim (Holy One);†Who is ne'eman.
2Ephrayim feedeth on wind, and chasing after the east wind;
he daily increaseth kazav (lies) and sod (desolation);
and cuts brit with the Assyrians,
and shemen is sent to Mitzrayim.
3HASHEM hath also a charge against Yehudah,
and will visit punishment on Ya'akov according to his ways;
according to his doings will He repay him.
4 In the beten (womb) he (Ya'akov) akav (took at the heel) [of] his brother
and by his strength he sarah (struggledwith, persevered)with Elohim;
5Yea, he (Yisroel) sarah (had power over) the malach, and prevailed;
he wept, andmade techinnah unto Him;
He found him at Beit-El,
and there He spoke with us;
6Even HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os;
HASHEM is His [memorial] Name!
7Therefore turn thou to Eloheicha;
be shomer over chesed andmishpat
and wait on Eloheicha tamid (continually).
8A kena'an (merchant), in whose hand are the scales of mirmar (deceit)
He loveth to oppress.
9And Ephrayim boasts: Yet I am become an oisher,
I have foundme out wealth;
in all my gain they shall find none avon (iniquity, offense)
in me that would be chet (sin).
10And I that amHASHEM Eloheicha from Eretz Mitzrayim
will yet make thee to dwell in oholim,
as in the yamei mo'ed.‡

11 I have also spoken to the nevi'im,
and I havemultiplied chazon (vision, revelation, prophecy),
and spoken parables by the nevi'im.
12 Is there aven (iniquity) in Gil'ad?
Surely they are vanity;
they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal;
yea, their mizbechot are as piles of stones
in the furrows of the fields.
13And Ya'akov fled into the country of Aram,
and Yisroel served for an isha,
and for an isha he was shomer [over sheep].
14And by a navi HASHEM brought Yisroel out of Mitzrayim,
and shomer§ a navi was.
15Ephrayim has provoked bitter anger;

* 12:1 See Isa 53:9 which saysMoshiachwill have nomirmar † 12:1 See Prov 9:10 ‡ 12:10 i.e. Sukkot § 12:14
Yisroel
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therefore shall He leave his blood-guiltiness upon him,
and his scorn shall Adonoi of him return and repay unto him.

13
1When Ephrayim spoke there was trembling;
he was exalted in Yisroel;
but when he became guilty in Ba'al, he died.
2And now they sinmore andmore,
and havemade for themselves massekhah (idol) of their kesef,
and atzabim according to their faculty of binah (understanding),
all of it the work of the craftsmen;
they say of them:
Let adam that sacrifice kiss calf-idols.
3Therefore they shall be like the anan boker (morning cloud)
and as the early dew that disappears,
like themotz (chaff) that is driven with the whirlwind out of the threshing floor,
and as the smoke out of the window.
4Yet I amHASHEM Eloheicha from Eretz Mitzrayim,
and thou shalt know no Elohim but Me;
for there is noMoshia besides Me.
5 I did know thee in themidbar,
in the eretz taluvot (land of burning heat).
6According to their pasture,* so were they filled;
they were filled, and their lev became proud;
therefore have they forgottenMe.
7Therefore I will be unto them as a lion;
as a leopard by the derech will I lie in wait;
8 I will meet them as a dov (bear) that is bereaved of her cubs,
and will rip open the covering of their lev,
and there will I devour them like a lion;
as the wild beast of the sadeh would tear them.
9O Yisroel, thou art destroyed;
because thou art against Me, thine Ezer (Help).
10Where now is thymelech
that hemay save thee?
Where in all thy cities are thy shofetim of whom thou saidst:
Give me amelech and sarim?
11 I gave thee amelech inMine anger,
and took him away inMywrath.†

12The avon (iniquity) of Ephrayim is bound up;
his chattat is lurking.
13The chevlei yoledah (birth pangs of a woman in childbirth) shall come upon him;
he is a ben lo chacham;
for when it is time he does not come
to the opening of the womb.
14 Should I ransom them from the power of Sheol?
Should I redeem them frommavet?
OMavet, where are the dever (pestilence, plague) of thee?
O Sheol, where is thy destruction?
Nocham (sorrow, compassion, pity) shall be hidden fromMine eyes.
15Even though he thrives among his achim,
an east wind shall come,
the Ruach HASHEM shall come up from themidbar (desert),
and his makor (spring, fountain) shall become dry,
and his well shall be dried up;
it shall plunder the otzar of every keli chemdah (precious vessel).

* 13:6 i.e., as I fed them † 13:11 Isa 53:10
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14
1 Shomron shall bear guilt;
for she hath rebelled against her Elohim;
they shall fall by the cherev;
their olalim shall be dashed in pieces,
and their womenwith child shall be ripped open.
2O Yisroel, return unto HASHEM Eloheicha;
for thy downfall hast been thine avon (iniquity).
3Take devarim (words)with you,
and turn to HASHEM;
say unto Him: Take away avon (iniquity),
and receive us graciously
that wemay render the sacrifices of our lips.*
4Assyria shall not save us;
we will not ride upon susim;
neither will we say anymore to the work of our hands:
Ye are Eloheinu;
for in Thee the yatom (orphan) findeth compassion.
5 I will heal their meshuvah (backsliding);
I will love them freely;
for Mine anger is turned away from him.
6 I will be as the tal (dew) unto Yisroel:
he shall blossom as the lily,
and strike root as Levanon.
7His branches shall spread,
and his beauty shall be as the zayit (olive tree),
and his hod (splendor) as Levanon.
8They that dwell under his tzel (shade) shall return;
they shall revive as the dagan, and grow as the gefen;
the remembrance thereof shall be as the yayin of Levanon.
9Ephrayim shall say, What have I to do anymore with atzabim?
It is I who answer and look after him;
I am like an evergreen cypress.
FromMe is thy p'ri found.
10Who is chacham, and he shall have binah of these things?
Prudent, and he shall know them?
For the Darkhei HASHEM are right,
and the tzaddikim shall walk in them;
but the poshe'im (transgressors) shall fall therein.

* 14:3MJ 13:15



YOEL 1:1 993 YOEL 1:13

Yoel
Introduction

In this book, we have the prophecy that the Ruach Hakodesh will be poured out in the
last days and even the most humble people will be empowered thereby to witness. When
120 Messianic Spirit-filled Jewish people began to preach the Besuras HaGeulah for the
first time, they knew that something of this very prophecy had come to pass (See Ac 2).

1The Devar HASHEM that came to Yoel Ben Petuel:
2Hear this, ye zekenim,
and give ear, all ye yoshvei ha'aretz (inhabitants of the land).
Hath anything like this been in your days,
or even in the days of your avot (fathers)?
3Tell ye your banim (children) of it,
and let your banim tell their banim,
and their banim to the next generation.
4That which the locust swarm hath left
hath the arbeh (great locust) eaten;
and that which the arbeh hath left
hath the crawling locust eaten;
and that which the crawling locust hath left
hath the other locust eaten.
5Awake, ye shikkorim (drunkards), and weep;
and wail, all ye drinkers of yayin,
because of the newwine, for it is cut off
from yourmouth.
6For a Goy is come up uponmy land,
strong, and without number,
whose teeth are the teeth of an aryeh (lion),
and he hath the fangs of a lioness.
7He hath laid my gefen (vine)waste,
and barkedmy teenah (fig tree);
he hathmade it clean bare, and cast it away;
the branches thereof are made white.
8Lament like a betulah girded with sackcloth
for the ba'al (husband) of her youth.
9Theminchah and the nesekh is cut off
from the Beis HASHEM;
the kohanim, themesharetim (ministers)
of HASHEM, mourn.
10The sadeh (field) is wasted,
the adamah (land)mourneth;
for the grain is wasted;
the newwine is dried up,
the oil languisheth.
11Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen;*
wail, O ye vinedressers,
for the wheat and for the barley;
because the katzir (harvest) of the sadeh is perished.
12The gefen is dried up,
and the teenah languisheth;
the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree,
even all the trees of the sadeh, are withered;
because sasson (joy) is withered away from the bnei Adam.
13Gird yourselves, and lament, ye kohanim;

* 1:11 i.e., farmers
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howl, ye mesharetim of theMizbe'ach;
come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye mesharetim of my G-d;
for theminchah and the nesekh
is withheld from the Beis of your G-d.†

14 Sanctify ye a tzom (fast), call an atzarah (solemn assembly),
gather the zekenim and all the yoshvei ha'aretz
into the Beis HASHEM Eloheichem,
and cry unto HASHEM.

15Alas for the day! For the YomHASHEM‡ is karov (near, at hand),
and like destruction from Shaddai shall it come.
16 Is not the okhel (food)
cut off before our eyes,
yea, simchah (joy) and gladness from the Beis Eloheinu?§

17The seed is rotten under their clods,
the otzarot (storehouses) are laid desolate,
the barns are broken down;
for the grain is withered.
18How do the beasts groan!
The herds of cattle are perplexed,
because they have no pasture;
yea, the edrei hatzon (flocks of sheep) aremade desolate.

19To Thee, HASHEM, will I cry;
for the eish hath devoured
the pastures of themidbar,
and the flame hath burned
all the trees of the field.
20The beasts of the field cry also unto Thee;
for the rivers of mayim (water) are dried up,
and the eish hath devoured the pastures of themidbar.

2
1Blow ye the shofar in Tziyon,
and sound an alarm onMyHar Kodesh;
let all the yoshvei ha'aretz tremble;
for the YomHASHEM cometh,
for it is near at hand;
2A day of choshech and of gloominess,
a day of anan (cloud) and of thick darkness,
as the shachar (dawn) spread upon themountains;
an am rav (great people, army) and strong;
there hath not been ever the like,
neither shall be anymore after it,
even to the years of dor v'dor.

3An eish devoureth before them;
and behind them a flame burneth;
ha'aretz is as the Gan Eden before them,
and behind them a desolate midbar;
yea, and nothing shall escape them.
4The appearance of them is as the appearance of susim;
and as horsemen, so shall they run.
5Like the noise of merkavot (chariots)
on the tops of mountains shall they leap,
like the noise of a flame of eish that devoureth the stubble,
as a strong people drawn up inmilchamah (battle).

† 1:13 i.e., the Beis Hamikdash ‡ 1:15 See Isa 13:9-13; Am 5:18-20; 8:9-14; Zeph 1:14-18 on the coming Day of the L-rd

when HASHEM intervenes to execute mishpat and righteousness § 1:16 the Beis Hamikdash
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6Before their face, the amim (nations) shall be in anguish;
every face turns pale.
7They shall run like gibborim;
they shall climb the chomah (wall) like anshei milchamah;
and they shall march every one in formation,
and they shall not swerve from their course;
8Neither shall one push another;
they shall walk every one in his own column;
and when they burst through defenses,
they shall not break ranks.
9They shall run to and fro in the ir (city);
they shall run upon the chomah,
they shall climb up into the batim (houses);
they shall enter in at the windows like the ganav.

10The eretz shall quake before them;
the Shomayim shall tremble;
the shemesh and the yarei'ach shall be dark,
and the kokhavim shall withdraw their shining;
11And HASHEM shall utter His voice before His army;
His machaneh (camp) is very great;
for the executor of His devar (word, command) is strong;
for the YomHASHEM is gadol and very terrible;
and who can endure it?

12Therefore also now, saith HASHEM,
turn ye back to Mewith all your lev,
and with tzom, and with weeping, and withmourning;
13And rend your lev, and not your garments,
and turn unto HASHEM Eloheichem;
for He is channun (gracious) and rachum (merciful),
slow to anger, and of rav chesed,
and He relents from sending calamity.
14Who knoweth but that He will return and have pity,
and leave behind Him a brocha;
even aminchah and a nesekh
unto HASHEM Eloheichem?

15Blow the shofar in Tziyon,
sanctify a tzom, call an atzarah (solemn assembly);
16Gather the people,
set apart as kodesh the kahal (congregation),
assemble the zekenim,
gather the olalim,
even those nursing at the breast;
let the choson go forth of his cheder,
and the kallah out of her chuppah (canopy).
17Let the kohanim, themesharetim of HASHEM, weep
between the Ulam and theMizbe'ach,
and let them say:
Spare Thy people, HASHEM,
andmake not Thine nachalah (inheritance) an object of scorn,
a byword among the Goyim.
Why should they say among the peoples:
Where is their G-d?

18Thenwill HASHEM be jealous for His land,
and take pity on His people.
19Yea, HASHEMwill answer and say unto His people:
Hineni, I am sending you dagan, and tirosh, and yitzhar,
and ye shall be satisfied therewith;
and I will nomoremake you an object of scorn among the Goyim;
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20But I will remove far off from you the northern [army],*
and will drive him into an eretz barren and desolate,
with his vanguard toward the eastern sea,†
and his rearguard toward the western sea,‡
and his stench and foul smell will go up.
Surely it hath done great things.
21Fear not, O land;
be glad and rejoice;
for HASHEM hath done great things.
22Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field;
for the pastures of themidbar do spring up,
for the etz beareth her fruit,
the te'enah and the gefen do yield their strength.
23Be glad then, ye bnei Tziyon,
and rejoice in HASHEM Eloheichem;
for He hath given you the former rain according to (His) tzedakah,
and Hewill cause to come down for you the rain,
the yoreh (former rain), and themalkosh (latter rain) as before.
24And the threshing floors shall be full of wheat,
and the vats shall overflowwith yayin and yitzhar.
25And I will restore to you the shanim (years)
that the arbeh (great locust) hath eaten,
the crawling locust, and the other locust, and the locust swarm,
My great armywhich I sent among you.
26And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied,
and praise the Shem of HASHEM Eloheichem,
that hath dealt wondrously with you;
andMy people shall never be ashamed.
27And ye shall know that I am in themidst of Yisroel,
and that I amHASHEM Eloheichem, and there is no other;
andMy people shall never be put to shame.

3
1And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out My Ruach* upon all basar;
and your banim and your banot shall prophesy,
your zekenim shall dream chalomot,
your bochurim shall see chezyonot (visions):
2And also upon the avadim and upon the shefachot
in those days will I pour out My Ruach.†

3And Iwill showmofetim in the heavens and in the earth, dahm, and eish, and pillars of
smoke.

4 The shemesh shall be turned into choshech, and the yarei'ach into dahm, before the
great and terrible YomHASHEM comes.

5 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the Shem of Adonoi shall be
saved; for inMount Tziyonand inYerushalayimshall be deliverance, asHASHEMhath said,
and in the seridimwhomHASHEM shall call.‡

4
1For, hinei, in those days, and in that time, when I shall restore the fortunes of Yehudah

and Yerushalayim,
2 I will also gather all Goyim, and will bring them down into the valley of Yehoshaphat,

and will enter into judgment against them there concerning My people and for My
nachalah Yisroel, whom they have scattered among the Goyim, andMy land they divided
up.

* 2:20 i.e., army of locusts † 2:20 i.e., Dead Sea ‡ 2:20 i.e., Mediterranean Sea * 3:1 Hakodesh † 3:2
Hakodesh, see Ac 2:1-42 ‡ 3:5 Jer 23:5-6; Zech 6:11-12; Ezra 3:8
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3And they have cast lots forMy people; and have traded the yeledim as barter for zonot,
and sold the yaldah for yayin, that theymight drink.

4Yea, andwhat have ye to dowithMe, O Tzor, and Tzidon, and all the coasts of Peleshet?
Will ye renderMe a pay-back? And if ye recompenseMe, swiftly and speedily will I return
your recompense upon your own rosh;

5Because ye have takenMy kesef andMy zahav, and have carried into your templesMy
goodly pleasant things:

6 Also the Bnei Yehudah and the Bnei Yerushalayim have ye sold unto the Yevanim
(Greeks), that ye might remove them far from their territory.

7Hineni, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return
your recompense upon your own rosh;

8And I will sell your banim and your banot into the hand of the Bnei Yehudah, and they
shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a Goy far off; for HASHEM hath spoken it.

9Proclaim ye this among the Goyim;
Preparemilchamah,
wake up the gibborim,
let all the anshei hamilchamah draw near and attack;
10Beat your plow-blades into charavot (swords)
and your pruning knives into spears;
let the weak say: I am strong.

11Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye Goyim,
and gather yourselves together round about;
HASHEM, thither cause Thy gibborim to come down.
12Let the Goyim be wakened,
and come up to the valley of Yehoshaphat;
for there will I sit to judge
all the Goyim round about.

13Put ye in the sickle, for the katzir is ripe;
go in, tread, for the winepress is full;
the vats overflow; for their ra'ah is great.

14Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision;
for the YomHASHEM is near in the valley of decision.
15The shemesh and the yarei'ach shall be darkened,
and the kokhavim shall withdraw their shining.

16HASHEM also shall roar out of Tziyon,
and utter His voice from Yerushalayim;
and the heavens and the earth shall shake;
but HASHEMwill be themachseh (refuge) of His people,
and themaoz of the Bnei Yisroel.

17 So shall ye have da'as that I amHASHEM Eloheichem
dwelling in Tziyon, My Har Kodesh;
then shall Yerushalayim be kodesh,
and there shall no zarim pass through her anymore.

18And it shall come to pass in that day,
that themountains shall drop down newwine,
and the hills shall flowwith cholov;
and all the ravines of Yehudah shall flowwithmayim,
and ama'ayon shall come forth out of the Beis HASHEM,
and shall water the valley of Sheetim.

19Mitzrayim shall be a desolation,
and Edom shall be a desolate midbar,
for the chamas against the Bnei Yehudah,
because they have shed dahm naki (innocent blood) in their land.
20But Yehudah shall dwell for ever,
and Yerushalayim from dor v'dor.
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21For I will cleanse them of bloodguilt which I have not yet cleansed;
for HASHEM dwelleth in Tziyon.
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Amos
1Thewords of Amos, whowas among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw concerning

Yisroel in the yamim of UziyahMelech Yehudah, and in the yamim of Yarov'am ben Yoash
Melech Yisroel, two years before the earthquake.
2And he said:

HASHEM roars from Tziyon,
and utters His voice from Yerushalayim;
and the pastures of the ro'im (shepherds)mourn,
and the summit of Mt Carmel withers.

3Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Damascus,
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they have threshed Gil'ad with threshing sledges of barzel (iron);
4But I will send an eish onto Bais Chazael,
which shall devour the fortresses of Ben-Hadad.
5 I will break down also the gate bar of Damascus,
and cut off the inhabitant from Bik'at-Aven,
and him that holdeth the shevet (sceptre) from Bais-Eden;
and the people of Aram shall go into golus unto Kir,
saith HASHEM.

6Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Azah (Gaza),
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they carried away captive the golus shleimah (entire exiled population),
to deliver them up to Edom;
7But I will send an eish on the chomah (wall) of Azah (Gaza),
which shall devour the fortresses thereof;
8And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod,
and him that holdeth the shevet (sceptre) from Ashkelon,
and I will turnMine hand against Ekron;
and the she'erit Pelishtim shall perish,
saith Adonoi HASHEM.

9Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Tzor,
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they delivered up the golus shleimah to Edom,
and remembered not the brit achim;
10But I will send an eish on the chomah (wall) of Tzor,
which shall devour the fortresses thereof.

11Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Edom, even for arba'ah,
I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because he did pursue his brother with the cherev,
and did cast off all rachamim,
and his anger did rage perpetually,
and he kept his wrath netzach;
12But I will send an eish upon Teman,
which shall devour the fortresses of Botzrah.

13Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of the Bnei Ammon,
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even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they have ripped open the womenwith child of Gil'ad,
that theymight enlarge their border;
14But I will kindle an eish in the chomah (wall) of Rabbah,
and it shall devour the fortresses thereof,
with war cries in the yommilchamah,
with a tempest in the yom sufah (day of the storm);
15And their melech shall go into golus,
he and his sarim (princes) together,
saith HASHEM.

2
1Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Moav,
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because he burned the bones
of Melech Edom into lime;
2But I will send an eish uponMoav,
and it shall devour the fortresses of Keriyot;
andMoav shall die with tumult,
with war cries, and with the blast of the shofar;
3And I will cut off the shofet (judge) from themidst thereof,
and will slay all the sarim (princes) thereof with him,
saith HASHEM.

4Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Yehudah,
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they have despised the torat HASHEM,
and have not been shomer over His chukkim,
and their lies caused them to err,
after the halakhah of their avot;
5But I will send an eish upon Yehudah,
and it shall devour the fortresses of Yerushalayim.

6Thus saith HASHEM:

For shloshah peysha'im of Yisroel,
even for arba'ah, I will not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they sold the tzaddik for kesef,
and the needy for a pair of sandals;
7They who trample on the dust of the groundwhich is on the rosh of the poor,
and turn aside the derech of the anavim;
and an ish and his av will go in unto the same na'arah,
to commit chillul HASHEM against My Shem kodesh;
8And they lay themselves down
upon clothes taken in pledge by everymizbe'ach,
and they guzzle the yayin
of the fined in the Beis Eloheichem.

9Yet destroyed I HaEmori before them,
whose height was like the height of the cedars,
and he was strong as the oaks;
yet I destroyed his p'ri from above,
and his shorashim from beneath.
10Also I brought you up from Eretz Mitzrayim,
and led you arba'im shanah through themidbar,
to possess the Eretz HaEmori (land of the Amorite).
11And I raised up of your banim for nevi'im,
and of your bochurim for Nezirim.
Is it not even thus, O ye Bnei Yisroel?
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saith HASHEM.

12But ye gave the Nezirim yayin to drink;
and commanded the nevi'im, saying:
Prophesy not.

13Hinei, I amweighed down by you, as a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.
14Therefore flight shall perish from the swift,
and the chazak shall not strengthen his ko'ach,
neither shall the gibbor deliver his own nefesh;
15Neither shall he stand that handleth the keshet;
and he that is swift of foot shall not deliver his own nefesh;
neither shall he that rideth the sus deliver himself.
16And he that is courageous among the gibborim
shall flee away naked in that Yom,
saith HASHEM.

3
1Hear this word that HASHEM hath spoken against you, O Bnei Yisroel, against the kol

hamishpochohwhich I brought up from Eretz Mitzrayim, saying:

2You only have I known of all the mishpechot ha'adamah:
therefore I will punish you for kol avonotechem.

3Can shnayimwalk together,
except they be agreed?
4Will an aryeh roar in the thicket,
when he hath no prey?
Will a lion roar from his den,
if he has taken nothing?
5Can a bird fall in a pach ha'aretz (trap on the ground),
when his snare is not set?
Can a pach spring up from ha'aretz
without making a capture?
6 Shall a shofar be blown in the city,
and the people not be afraid?
Shall there be disaster in a city,
and HASHEM hath not caused it?

7 Surely Adonoi HASHEMwill do nothing,
but He revealeth His sod (secret)
unto His avadim hanevi'im.
8The aryeh hath roared,
who will not fear?
Adonoi HASHEM hath spoken,
who can but prophesy?

9Publish in the fortresses at Ashdod,
and in the fortresses in Eretz Mitzrayim,
and say: Assemble yourselves upon harei Shomron,
and behold the great tumults in themidst thereof,
and the oppression in themidst thereof.
10For they have no da'as to do right, saith HASHEM,
who store up chamas and shod in their fortresses.

11Therefore thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
An adversary shall surround the land;
and he shall bring down thy strongholds from thee,
and thy fortresses shall be plundered.

12ThussaithHASHEM: As thero'eh takethoutof themouthof thearyeh two legs, orapiece
of an ozen; so shall the Bnei Yisroel be saved that dwell in Shomron—with the corner of a
mittah (bed), and the edge of a couch.
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13Hear ye, and testify against Bais Ya'akov,
saith Adonoi HASHEM, Elohei HaTzva'os,
14On the Yom that I visit her
to punish the peysha'im of Yisroel,
I will also visit to punish themizbechot of Beit-El;
and the horns of themizbe'ach shall be cut off,
and fall to ha'aretz.
15And I will strike the bais hachoref with the bais hakayitz;
and the batim (houses) of ivory shall perish,
and the batim rabbim (great houses) shall have an end,
saith HASHEM.

4
1Hear this word, ye cows of Bashan,
that are onMt Shomron, which oppress the poor,
which crush the needy, which say to their adonim:
Bring, and let us drink.
2Adonoi HASHEM hath sworn by His Kodesh that,
hinei, the yamim shall come upon you,
that He will take you away with hooks,
and the last of you with fishhooks.
3And ye shall go out of the breaks in the wall,
every cow right behind the next;
and ye shall be cast out toward Harmon,

saith HASHEM.
4Come to Beit-El, and transgress;
at Gilgal multiply peysha'im;
and bring your zevakhim every boker, and yourma'asrot (tithes) every third day;
5And offer a todah thank offering with chametz (leavened bread),
and proclaim and publish the nedavot (freewill offerings);
for this ye love, O Bnei Yisroel,

saith Adonoi HASHEM.
6And I also have given you
cleanness of teeth* in all your towns,
and want of lechem in all your places;
yet have ye not returned untoMe,

saith HASHEM.
7And also I have withheld the geshem from you,
when there were yet shloshah chodashim to the harvest;
and I caused it to rain upon one town,
and caused it not to rain upon another town;
one chelek (part)was rained upon,
and the chelek, whereupon it rained not, withered.
8 So two or three towns wandered unto one town,
to drinkmayim, but they were not satisfied;
yet have ye not returned untoMe,

saith HASHEM.
9 I have struck you with blight andmildew;
when your ganim (gardens) and your kramim (vineyards)
and your fig trees and your olive trees increased,
the locust devoured them;
yet have ye not returned untoMe,

saith HASHEM.
10 I have sent among you the dever after themanner of Mitzrayim;
your bocherim have I slain with the cherev,
and have taken away your susim;
and I havemade the stench
* 4:6 i.e., famine
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of yourmachanot to come up unto your nostrils;
yet have ye not returned untoMe,

saith HASHEM.
11 I have overthrown some of you,
as Elohim overthrew Sodom and Amora (Gomorrah),
and ye were like a firebrand snatched from the burning;
yet have ye not returned untoMe,

saith HASHEM.
12Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Yisroel;
and because I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet Eloheicha, O Yisroel.
13For, hinei, He that formeth the harim, and createth the ruach,
and declareth untomanwhat is his thought,
that maketh the shachar darkness,
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth,
HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os Shmo.

5
1 Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a kinah (lamentation), O Bais

Yisroel.
2The Betulat Yisroel is fallen;
she shall nomore rise;
she is forsaken in her own land;
there is none to raise her up.
3For thus saith Adonoi HASHEM:
The city that went out by a thousand
will be left a hundred,
and that which went forth by an hundred
will be left ten, for Bais Yisroel.
4For thus saith HASHEM unto Bais Yisroel:
Seek yeMe, and live;
5But seek not Beit-El,
nor enter into Gilgal,
and pass not to Be'er-Sheva;
for Gilgal shall surely go into golus,
and Beit-El shall come to naught.
6 Seek HASHEM, and live;
lest He break out like eish in Bais Yosef,
and devour it, and there be none to quench it in Beit-El.
7Ye who turnmishpat into wormwood,
and cast tzedakah to the ground.
8 Seek Him that maketh the Pleiades and Orion,
and turneth tzalmavet into boker,
andmaketh the yom into lailah;
that calleth for the waters of the yam,
and poureth them out upon the face of ha'aretz;
HASHEM Shmo;
9Who causeth shod (destruction) to flash upon the strong,
and shod upon the fortified city.
10They hate themochiach (reprover) [of injustice] in the gate,
and they abhor him that speaketh tamim (uprightly).
11Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor,
and ye take from him burdens of wheat;
ye have built batim (houses) of hewn stone,
but ye shall not dwell in them;
ye have planted pleasant kramim (vineyards),
but ye shall not drink yayin of them.
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12For I have da'as of yourmanifold peysha'im
and yourmighty chattaim (sins);
they afflict the tzaddik, they take a bribe,
and they turn aside the poor in the sha'ar (gate, court) from their right.
13Therefore themaskil (prudent) shall keep silence in such times;
for it is an evil time.

14 Seek tov, and not rah,
that ye may live;
and so HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os shall be with you,
just as ye say He is.
15Hate the rah, and love the tov,
and establishmishpat in the sha'ar;
it may be that HASHEM Elohei Tzava'os
will be gracious unto the she'erit Yosef.
16Therefore HASHEM Adonoi Elohei Tzva'os saith thus:

Wailing shall be in all rechovot;
and they shall cry in all the public squares,
Alas! Alas! And they shall call the ikkar (farmer) to mourning,
and such as are skillful of lamentation to wailing.
17And in all kramim (vineyards) shall be wailing;
for I will pass through thee, saith HASHEM.

18Hoy unto you that desire the YomHASHEM!
Why do ye seek it?
The YomHASHEM is choshech, and not ohr.
19As if a man did flee from an ari,
and a dovmet him;
or went into the bais,
and leaned his hand on the kir (wall),
and a nachash bit him.
20 Shall not the YomHASHEM be choshech, and not ohr?
Even very dark, and no brightness in it?

21 I hate, I despise your chagim (religious festivals),
and I do not savor your atzerot (solemn assemblies).
22Though ye offer Me olot
and yourminchot, I will not accept them;
neither will I regard your choice shelamim (peace offerings).
23Take thou away fromMe the noise of thy shirim (songs);
for I will not hear themelody of thy nevalim (harps).
24But let mishpat run down asmayim,
and tzedakah as a never failing stream.

25 Did ye offer unto Me zevakhim and minchah in the midbar arba'im shanah, O Bais
Yisroel?

26But ye have borne Sikkut your king and Kiyun your tzelamim, your star g-d, which ye
made for yourselves.

27 Therefore will I cause you to go into golus beyond Damascus, saith HASHEM, Elohei
Tzva'os Shmo.

6
1Hoy to them that are complacent in Tziyon,
and have their bitachon in Har Shomron,
the notables of the foremost Goyim,
to whom Bais Yisroel comes!
2Pass ye unto Calneh, and see;
and from thence go ye to great Chamat;
then go down to Gat of the Pelishtim (Philistines);
be they better than these mamlachot?
Or their territory more vast than your territory?
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3Ye that put far away the Yom Rah,
and cause the shevet chamas to come near;
4That lie upon beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves upon their couches,
and eat the lambs out of the tzon,
and the calves from the stall;
5Who prattle to the tune of the nevel (harp);
like Dovid* they invent string instruments.
6That drink yayin in sacrificial bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest ointments;
but they are not grieved for the shever Yosef (ruin of Yosef).
7Therefore now shall they go
into captivity at the head of the golus,
and themerry shouting of the revellers will die.
8Adonoi HASHEM hath sworn by Himself, saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os:

I abhor the ga'on Ya'akov,
and hate his fortresses;
therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein.

9And it shall come to pass, if there remain asarah anashim in one bais, they shall die.
10And amanʼs relative shall take himup, and he that burieth him, to carry out the bones

out of the bais, and shall say unto him still hiding inside, Is there yet any with thee? And
he shall say, Not one. Then shall he say, Hold thy tongue; for the ShemHASHEM is not to be
invoked.

11For, hinei, HASHEM commandeth,
and Hewill strike the bais hagadol into ruins,
and the bais hakaton into pieces.
12Do susim run upon the rock?
Domen plow there with oxen?
For ye have turnedmishpat into poison,
and the p'ri of tzedakah into wormwood;
13Ye which rejoice over what is worthless,
which say: Have we not taken to us
horns† by chazekeinu (our own strength)?
14But, hineni, I will raise up against you a Goy (Nation),
O Bais Yisroel, saith HASHEM Elohei Tzva'os;
and they shall afflict you from the territory of Chamat
unto theWadi of the Aravah.‡

7
1 Thus hath Adonoi HASHEM showed unto me; and, hinei, He formed locusts in the

beginning of the springing up of the second crop; and, hinei, it was the second crop after
themowing of themelech.

2 And it came to pass, that when they had made an end of eating the vegetation of
ha'aretz, then I said:

O Adonoi HASHEM, forgive, I beseech thee;
how shall Ya'akov survive? For he is katon.
3HASHEM relented for this:
It shall not be, saith HASHEM.

4 Thus hath Adonoi HASHEM showed unto me; and, hinei, Adonoi HASHEM called to
punishwitheish, and it devoured the tehomrabbah (greatdeep), anddiddevour the chelek
(portion).

5Then said I:

* 6:5HaMelech † 6:13 i.e., symbols of military resources ‡ 6:14 Notice in the next chapter that Amos refuses to
be intimidated by an apostate religious leader who dares to war against Scripture. Amos gives a prophetic prediction
that this chalatan will be defrocked by HASHEM by being dragged off to an unclean heathen land.
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O Adonoi HASHEM, cease, I beseech thee;
how shall Ya'akov survive? For he is katon.
6HASHEM relented for this:
This also shall not be, saith Adonoi HASHEM.

7 Thus He showed me; and, hinei, HASHEM stood upon a chomah (wall) made with a
plumb line, and a plumb line in His hand.

8AndHASHEM said untome: Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumb line. Then said
HASHEM:

Hineni, I will set a plumb line
in themidst of My people Yisroel;
I will not again pass by them* anymore;
9And the high places of Yischak shall be desolate,
and themikdeshei Yisroel† shall be laid waste;
and I will rise against the Bais Yarov'amwith the cherev.

10 Then Amatzyah the kohen of Beit-El sent to Yarov'am Melech Yisroel, saying: Amos
hath conspired against thee in the midst of Bais Yisroel; the land is not able to bear all his
words.

11For thus Amos saith:

Yarov'am shall die by the cherev,
and Yisroel shall surely be led away
into the golus out of their own land.

12AlsoAmatzyah saiduntoAmos: O thou seer, go, flee thee away intoEretz Yehudah, and
there eat lechem, and prophesy there,

13But prophesy not again any more at Beit-El; for it is the Mikdash Melech, and it is the
Bais Mamlachah.

14Then answered Amos, and said to Amatzyah: I was no navi, neither was I a ben navi;
but I was a herder, and a dresser of sycamore-fig trees;

15And HASHEM took me as I followed the tzon, and HASHEM said unto me: Go, prophesy
untoMy people Yisroel.

16 Now therefore hear thou the Devar HASHEM: Thou sayest, Prophesy not against
Yisroel, and drop not thy word against the Bais Yischak.

17Therefore thus saith HASHEM:

Thy isha shall be a zonah in the city,
and thy banim and thy banot shall fall by the cherev,
and thy land shall be divided by line;
and thou shalt die in an adamah temei'ah (unclean land);
and Yisroel shall surely go forth of his land into golus (exile).

8
1ThushathAdonoiHASHEMshoweduntome: andhinei a basket of kayitz (summer fruit).
2AndHASHEM said: Amos, what seest thou? And I said: A basket of kayitz (summer fruit).

Then said HASHEM untome:

The ketz (end) is come uponMy people Yisroel;
I will not again pass by them [and spare them] anymore.
3And the shirot of the heikhal shall turn to wailings in that Yom,

saith Adonoi HASHEM;
there shall be many dead bodies in every place;
they shall cast them forth.
Silence!
4Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy,
even tomake the anivvei aretz (poor of the land) to fail,
5 Saying, Whenwill the Rosh Chodesh be over,
that wemay sell grain?
And Shabbos, that wemaymarket wheat,

* 7:8 and spare them † 7:9 i.e., heathen sanctuaries
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making the eifah (bushel) small, and the shekel great,
and falsifying the balances bymirmah (deceit)?
6That wemay buy the poor for kesef,
and the needy for a pair of sandals;
yea, and sell the sweepings with the wheat?
7HASHEM hath sworn by the ga'on Ya'akov,
Surely I will never forget any of their ma'asim.
8 Shall not ha'aretz (the land) tremble for this,
and every onemourn that dwelleth therein?
And the whole land shall rise like the Nile;
and heave and sink,
as by the Nile of Mitzrayim.
9And it shall come to pass in that Yom,
saith Adonoi HASHEM,
that I will cause the shemesh to go down at noon,
and I will darken ha'aretz in the yom ohr (day light);
10And I will turn your chagim into mourning,
and all your shirot into lamentation;
and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins,
and baldness upon every rosh;
and I will make it as themourning of a yachid (only son),
and the end thereof as a yommar (bitter day).
11Hinei, the yamim come, saith Adonoi HASHEM,
that I will send a ra'av (famine) in the land,
not a ra'av (famine) of lechem, nor a thirst for mayim,
but of hearing the Divrei HASHEM;
12And they shall wander from yam to yam,
and from the tzafon (north) even to themizrach (east),
they shall run to and fro to seek the Devar HASHEM,
and shall not find it.
13 In that Yom shall the betulot hayafot (fair virgins)
and bochurim faint for thirst.
14They that swear by the sin of Shomron,
and say: Chai Eloheicha, O Dan;
and: The Derech Be'er-Sheva liveth;
even they shall fall, and never rise up again.

9
1 I saw Adonoi standing by themizbe'ach; and He said:

Strike the pillar capitals,* that the thresholds may shake;
and smash them upon the heads of all;
and I will slay the last of themwith the cherev;
he that fleeth of them shall not get away,
and he that escapeth of them shall not be delivered.
2Though they dig down to Sheol,
thence shall Mine hand take them;
though they climb up to Shomayim,
thence will I bring them down;
3And though they hide themselves in the summit of Carmel,
I will search and take them out thence;
and though they be hid
fromMy sight in the bottom of the yam,
thence will I command the nachash,
and he shall bite them;
4And though they go into golus (exile) before their enemies,

* 9:1 of the heathen shrine
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thence will I command the cherev, and it shall slay them;
and I will set Mine eyes upon them
for rah, and not for tov.
5And Adonoi HASHEMHaTzva'os
is He that toucheth the land, and it shall melt,
and all that dwell therein shall mourn;
and it shall rise up wholly like the Nile;
and sink like the Nile of Mitzrayim.
6 It is He that buildeth his ma'alot (stairs) in Shomayim,
and hath founded His aguddah (fitted together vault) over Eretz;
He that calleth for the waters of the yam,
and poureth them out upon the face of ha'aretz;
HASHEM Shmo.
7Are ye not as children of Ethiopia unto Me,
O Bnai Yisroel? saith HASHEM.
Have not I brought up Yisroel out of Eretz Mitzrayim?
And the Pelishtim (Philistines) from Caphtor,
and Aram from Kir?
8Hinei, the eyes of Adonoi HASHEM
are upon themamlachah hachatta'ah,
and I will destroy it from off the face of ha'aretz;
nevertheless I will not utterly destroy Bais Ya'akov,

saith HASHEM.
9For, hinei, I will command, and I will sift
Bais Yisroel among all Goyim,
like as grain is sifted in a sieve,
yet shall not the least grain fall upon ha'aretz.
10All the chatta'ei ami (sinners ofMy people) shall die by the cherev,
which say: The ra'ah shall not overtake nor come to us.
11 In that Yomwill I raise up
the Sukkat Dovid that is fallen,
and close up the breaches thereof;
and I will raise up his ruins,
and I will build it as in the yamei olam;
12 that theymay possess the she'erit Edom and all the Goyim,
which are called by Shmi,

saith HASHEM, that doeth this.
13Hinei, the yamim are coming, saith HASHEM,
that the plowman shall overtake the kotzer (reaper),
and the treader of grapes him that soweth zera;
and themountains shall drop sweet wine,
and all the hills shall flowwith it.
14And I will bring back the captives of My people Yisroel,
and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them;
and they shall plant kramim (vineyards), and drink the yayin thereof;
they shall also make gannot, and eat the p'ri of them.
15And I will plant them upon their land,
and they shall nomore be torn up
out of their land which I have given them,

saith HASHEM Eloheicha.
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Ovadyah
1The chazon (vision) of Ovadyah.

Thus saith Adonoi HASHEM concerning Edom:
We have heard a report fromHASHEM,
and an envoy is sent among the Goyim,
Arise ye, and let us rise up against her (Edom) in battle.
2Hinei, I havemade thee small among the Goyim;
thou art greatly despised.
3The zadon (pride, presumption, arrogance) of thine lev (heart) hath deceived thee,
thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock,
whose habitation is high;
that saith in his lev:
Who shall bringme down to the ground?
4Though thou exalt thyself to soar as the nesher,
and though thou set thy nest among the kokhavim (stars),
thence will I bring thee down,
saith HASHEM.
5 If ganavim (thieves) came to thee, if shodedei lailah (robbers by night)—
oh how art thou cut off!
—would they not have stolen only till they had enough?
If the grape gatherers came to thee,
would they not leave some grapes?
6How is Esav searched out!
How are his hidden treasures pillaged!
7All the men of thy alliance
have forced thee and brought thee even to the border;
the anshei shlomecha (the men that were at peace with thee) have deceived thee, and

prevailed against thee;
they that eat thy lechem (bread)
have laid amazor (net, trap) under thee;
there is none detecting it.

8 Shall I not in that day, saith HASHEM,
even destroy the chachamim (wisemen) out of Edom,
and understanding out of the Har Esav?
9And thy gibborim (mightymen), O Teman, shall be dismayed and lose courage,
to the end that every one of the Har Esav
may be cut off by slaughter.

10For thy chamas against thy brother Ya'akov,
bushah (shame) shall cover thee,
and thou shalt be cut off l'olam (for ever).
11 In the day that thou stood aloof on the other side,
in the day that the zarim (strangers) carried away captive his forces,
and foreigners entered into his gates,
and cast lots for Yerushalayim,
even thou wast as one of them.
12But thou shouldest not have gloated over the day
of thy brother in the day of his misfortune;
neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the Bnei Yehudah
in the day of their destruction;
neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly
in the Yom Tzarah (Day of Trouble).
13Thou shouldest not have entered into the sha'ar Ami (gate ofMy people)
in the day of their calamity;
yea, thou shouldest not have looked down on their affliction
in the day of their calamity,
nor have laid hands on their substance
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in the day of their calamity;
14Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossroads,
to cut off those of his that did escape;
neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did survive
in the Yom Tzarah.
15For the YomHASHEM is near upon all the Goyim:
as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee:
thy reward shall return upon thine own head.
16For as ye have drunk uponMy Har Kodesh (HolyMountain),
so shall all the Goyim drink continually;
yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down,
and they shall be as though they had not been.
17But uponMount Tziyon shall be deliverance,
and there shall be kodesh (holiness);
and the Beis Ya'akov shall possess their inheritances.
18And the Beis Ya'akov shall be an eish (fire),
and the Beis Yosef a flame,
and the Beis Esav for stubble,
and they shall kindle in them, and devour them;
and there shall not be any remaining of the Beis Esav;
for HASHEM hath spoken.
19And they of the Negev shall possess Har Esav;
and they of the Shefelah, the Philistines;
and they shall possess the fields of Ephrayim,
and the fields of Shomron;
and Binyamin shall possess Gil'ad.
20And those of the Golus of Bnei Yisroel
shall possess that of the Kena'anim, even unto Tzarphat;
and those of the Golus of Yerushalayim, which is in Sepharad,
shall possess the cities of the Negev.
21AndMoshi'im (Deliverers) shall come up onMount Tziyon
to judge the Har Esav;
and HaMamlachah (the Kingdom) shall be HASHEMʼs.
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Yonah
1Now the Devar HASHEM came unto Yonah ben Amittai, saying,
2Arise, go to Nineveh, that ha'ir hagedolah (great city), and preach against it; for their

wickedness is come up before Me.
3But Yonah rose up to run away unto Tarshish from the presence of HASHEM, and went

down to Yafo; and he found an oniyah going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare thereof, and
went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of HASHEM.

4But HASHEM sent out a ruach gedolah (great wind) into the yam (sea), and there was a
sa'ar gadol (mighty tempest) in the yam, so that the oniyah was like to be broken.

5 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his g-d, and cast forth the
cargoes that were in the oniyah into the yam, to lighten it of them. But Yonah was gone
down into the hold of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.

6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper?
Arise, call upon Eloheicha, if so be that HaElohimwill think upon us, that we perish not.

7And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast goralot (lots), that we may
have da'as for whose cause this ra'ah is upon us. So they cast goralot (lots), and the goral
(lot) fell upon Yonah.

8Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause ra'ah hazot (this evil) is
upon us; What is thine occupation? And whence comest thou? What is thy country? And
of what people art thou?

9 And he said unto them, Ivri anochi (I am a Hebrew); and I fear HASHEM, Elohei
HaShomayim, which hathmade the yam and the yabashah (dry land).*

10Then were the men of yirah gedolah (great terror), and said unto him: Why hast thou
done this? For the men knew that he was running away from the presence of HASHEM,
because he had told them.

11Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the yam against us may be
calm?† For the yam did rage and was tempestuous.

12And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the yam; so shall the yam
be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this sa'ar hagadol (great tempest, storm) is
upon you.

13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the yabashah; but they could not: for
the yam did rage, and was tempestuous against them.

14Wherefore they cried unto HASHEM, and said, We beseech Thee, HASHEM, we beseech
Thee, let us not perish for this manʼs nefesh, and lay not upon us dahm naki (innocent
blood); for Thou, HASHEM, hast done just as it pleased Thee.

15So they took up Yonah, and cast him forth into the yam;‡ and the yam ceased fromher
raging.

16 Then the men feared HASHEM with a yirah gedolah, and offered a sacrifice unto
HASHEM, and vowed nedarim.

2
1NowHASHEMhadpreparedadaggadol (greatfish) to swallowupYonah. AndYonahwas

in the belly of the dag shloshah yamim and shloshah leilot (three days and three nights).
2Then Yonah davened unto HASHEM Elohav from out of the dagʼs belly,
3And said,

I cried by reason of mine tzoros unto HASHEM,
He heardme;
out of the belly of Sheol cried I,
and Thou heardest my voice.
4For Thou hadst cast me into the deep,
in themidst of the yamim (seas);
and the current swirled about me;
all Thy billows and Thy waves
passed over me.
5Then I said:
I am cast out of Thy sight;

* 1:9 Gn 1:9 † 1:11 See Isa 53:5,8; Mt 12:39-40; 16:4 ‡ 1:15 See Isa 53:5,8; Mt 12:39-40; 16:4
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yet I will look again
toward Thy Heikhal Kodesh.
6Themayim compassedme about, even to the nefesh;
the depth closedme round about,
the seaweed were wrapped about my head.
7 I went down to the bottoms of themountains;
ha'aretz with her bars closed behindme l'olam;
yet hast Thou brought upmy life from shachat (corruption),*
HASHEM Elohai.
8Whenmy nefesh fainted withinme,
I remembered HASHEM;
andmy tefillah came unto Thee,
into Thine Heikhal Kodesh.
9They that observe lying vanities
forsake their own chesed.
10But I will sacrifice unto Thee
with the voice of todah;
I will pay that which I have vowed.
Yeshu'ah (Salvation) is fromHASHEM.

11 And HASHEM spoke unto HaDag (The Fish), and it vomited out Yonah upon the
yabashah (dry land).

3
1And the Devar HASHEM came unto Yonah the second time, saying,
2Arise, go unto Nineveh, that ir hagedolah, and preach unto it the preaching that I give

thee.
3So Yonah arose, andwent untoNineveh, according to theDevarHASHEM. NowNineveh

was an exceeding ir gedolah of a journey of shloshet yamim.
4AndYonahbegan toenter into thecityonedayʼs journey, andhecriedoutandpreached,

and said, Yet arba'im yamim (40 days), and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
5 So the people of Nineveh had emunah in Elohim, and proclaimed a tzom, and put on

sackcloth, from their gedolim even to their ketanim.
6 For word came unto HaMelech of Nineveh, and he arose from his kisse, and he laid

aside his royal robe, and covered himwith sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the decree

of HaMelech and his gedolim, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any
thing; let them not eat, nor drinkmayim;

8But letman and beast be coveredwith sackcloth, and crymightily unto Elohim; yea, let
them turn every one from his evil way, and from the chamas that is in their hands.

9Whocan tell if HaElohimwill turn and relent, and turn away fromHis fierce anger, that
we perish not?

10AndHaElohim saw theirma'asim, that they shavu (turned) from their derech hara'ah;
and HaElohim relented of hara'ah, that He had said that He would do unto them; and He
did it not.

4
1But it displeased Yonahwith a ra'ah gedolah, and he was very angry.
2And he davened unto HASHEM, and said: I pray Thee, HASHEM, was not this my saying,

when I was yet in my country? Therefore I was quick to flee unto Tarshish before; for I
had da'as that Thou art an EL CHANNUN V'RACHUM ERECH APAYIM V'RAV CHESED* and
relentest Thee of the ra'ah.

3Therefore now,HASHEM, take, I beseech Thee,mynefesh fromme; for it is better forme
to die than to live.

4Then said HASHEM: Doest thou well to be angry?
5 So Yonahwent out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a

sukkah, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would happen to the city.
6And HASHEM Elohim prepared a climbing gourd, and made it to come up over Yonah,

that it might be a tzel (shade) over his rosh, to deliver him from his displeasure. So Yonah
had simchah gedolah about the climbing gourd.

* 2:7 See Ps 16:10 * 4:2 Ex 34:6
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7But HaElohim prepared a tola'at (worm)when the shachar (dawn) came the next day,
and it chewed the climbing gourd that it withered.

8 And it came to pass, when the shemesh did arise, that Elohim prepared a vehement
scorching east ruach (wind); and the shemeshbeatupon the roshYonah, that he grew faint,
and wanted to† die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.

9And Elohim said to Yonah: Doest thouwell to be angry for the climbing gourd? And he
said: I do well to be angry, even untomot (death).

10 Then said HASHEM: Thou hast had pity on the climbing gourd, though thou hast not
labored for it, neither madest it grow; which came up a ben lailah, and perished a ben
lailah;

11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that ir hagedolah, wherein are more then sixscore
thousand persons that cannot discern between their yamin (right hand) and their semol
(left hand); and also much cattle?

† 4:8Moshiach is the Navi like Moshe, the Navi like Yonah, whom Mavet swallows and then vomits up so that he can
divide the spoil with those whose chet he bears away to death like the Yom Kippur scapegoat (see Isa 53:12).
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Michoh
Introduction

From this book, it is important to note thatMoshiach, in spite of his humble birth is not a
merehumanbeing, as it saysofMoshiach in5:2 thathe shall “come forthuntoMe [HASHEM]
that is to be Moshel Yisroel; whose goings forth (i.e. origins) have been mikedem, (from
everlasting; see Hab 1:12), mimei olam (from the days of eternity).”

1TheDevarHASHEM that came toMichahHaMorashti in the yamimofYotam,Achaz, and
Yechizkiyah,melachimofYehudah,whichhesawconcerningShomronandYerushalayim:
2Hear, all ye peoples;
hearken, O Eretz (earth), and all that is therein;
and let Adonoi HASHEM be witness against you,
Adonoi fromHis Heikhal Kodesh.
3For, hinei, HASHEM cometh forth out of His dwelling place,
and will come down, and tread upon the high places of ha'aretz.
4And themountains shall melt under Him,
and the valleys shall be split apart,
like wax before the eish,
and like mayim that are poured down a steep place.
5Because of the peysha (transgression) of Ya'akov is all this,
and because of the chattot Bais Yisroel.
What is the peysha of Ya'akov?
Is it not Shomron?
Andwhat are the high places of Yehudah?
Are they not Yerushalayim?
6Therefore I will make Shomron like a rubble heap of the sadeh,
and like a place for planting a kerem (vineyard);
and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley,
and I will lay bare her foundations.
7And all the pesilim thereof shall be beaten to pieces,
and all the etnan (temple proceeds of cult prostitution) shall be burned with the eish,
and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate;
for she* gathered of the etnan (wage) of a zonah,
and they shall revert to the etnan (wage) of a zonah.
8Therefore I will weep andwail,
I will go barefoot and arom (half-naked);
I will wail like the jackals,
andmourn like the ostriches.
9For her wound is incurable;
for it is come unto Yehudah;
it is come unto the sha'ar ami (gate of my people)
even to Yerushalayim.
10Declare ye it not at Gat,
weep ye not at all;
at Beit L'aphrah (House of Dust) roll thyself in the aphar (dust).
11Pass ye on your way, thou inhabitant of Shaphir,
in nakedness and shame;
the inhabitants of Tza'anan dare not come out.
Beit-Ha'etzel is in mourning;
it withdraws from you its support.
12For the inhabitant of Marot waited anxiously for relief;
but rah (evil) came down fromHASHEM unto the sha'ar Yerushalayim.
13O thou inhabitant of Lakhish,
harness themerkavah to the swift horses;
it was the reshit chattat (beginning of sin) to Bat Tziyon;
for the transgressions of Yisroel

* 1:7 i.e., Shomron
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were found in thee.
14Therefore shalt thou give shilluchim (parting gifts) to Moreshet-Gat;
the batim (houses) of Achziv shall be a deception
to themelachim of Yisroel.
15Yet will I bring HaYoresh (The Heir, the onewho takes possession) unto thee,
O inhabitant of Mareshah;
the kavod Yisroel shall come unto Adullam.
16 Shave your head inmourning
for the children whowere your delight;
make yourselves as bald as the nesher (vulture);
for they are gone into the golus from thee.

2
1Hoy (Woe) to them that devise aven (iniquity),
and plot rah (evil) upon their mishkavim (beds)!
At ohr haboker they carry it out,
because it is in the power of their hand.
2And they covet sadot, and seize them;
and batim (houses), and take them away;
so they oppress a man and his bais,
even aman and his nachalah (inheritance).
3Therefore thus saith HASHEM:
Hineni, against this mishpochah do I plan a ra'ah,
fromwhich ye shall not remove your tzavarot (necks);
neither shall ye walk haughtily;
for an et ra'ah (time of evil) it is.
4 In YomHaHu shall one take up amashal against you,
and lament with a doleful lamentation,
and say: We are utterly ruined;
He (HASHEM) hath changed the chelek of Ami (my People);
how hath He (HASHEM) removed it fromme!
To the shovev (faithless, apostate)He (HASHEM) apportions our sadot.
5Therefore thou shalt have none that shall divide
for you the land by lot in the Kahal HASHEM.
6Preach ye not, they preach;
but if they* do not preach concerning these things,
kellimot (disgraces, reproaches)will not be turned back.†
7O thou that art named Bais Ya'akov, is the Ruach‡ of HASHEM angry?
Are these His doings?
Do not Mywords do good to him that walketh uprightly?
8Even of late Ami is risen up as an oyev (enemy);
ye pull off the cloak from the garment
from them that pass by securely as men averse to milchamah (war).
9The women of Ami have ye cast out from their pleasant homes;
from their ollalim have ye taken awayMy glory l'olam.
10Arise ye, and depart;
for this is not themenuchah (the place of rest);
because of the tameah (defilement) that brings sore destruction.
11 If a man, walking after the wind and sheker, do lie, saying:
I will prophesy unto thee of yayin and of strong drink;
he shall even be themattif (preacher) of AmHaZeh (this people).
12 I will surely assemble, O Ya'akov, all of thee;
I will surely gather the She'erit Yisroel;
I will put them together like the tzon of the pen,
like the eder (flock) in themeadow;
they shall throng with people.
13The one who breaks through comes up before them;
they break through, and pass through the sha'ar,
and go out by it;
and their Melech§ goes before them,

* 2:6HASHEMʼs nevi'im † 2:6 Ezek 3:18 ‡ 2:7Hakodesh § 2:13Moshiach, Hos 3:5
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and HASHEM at their head.

3
1And I said:
Hear, O Rashei Ya'akov,
and ye Ketzinim of Bais Yisroel.
Is it not for you to have da'as of Mishpat (Justice)?
2Who hate the tov, and love the rah;
who tear off their skin from off them,
and their flesh from off their atzamot (bones);
3Who also eat the flesh of Ami,
and flay their skin from off them;
and they break their atzamot,
and chop them in pieces, like for the pot,
and like the basar within the caldron.
4Then shall they cry unto HASHEM,
but He will not hear them;
He will even hide His face from them at that time,
because of the evil way they behaved themselves in their doings.

5Thus saith HASHEM concerning the nevi'im that make Ami err, leading them astray,
the nevi'im that bite with their teeth, and preach: Shalom!
Andwhoever putteth nothing into their mouths,
v'kiddeshumilchamah (they sanctify war) against him.
6Therefore lailah shall be unto you, because of the chazon;
and choshech shall come upon you because of the soothsaying, the divination;
and the shemesh shall go down over the nevi'im,
and hayom shall be dark over them.
7Then shall the chozim (seers) be ashamed,
and the kosemim (diviners) blush in bushah;
yea, they shall all cover their safam (mustache);*
ki ein ma'aneh Elohim (for there is no answer of G-d).
8But truly I am full of ko'ach
by the Ruach† of HASHEM, and of mishpat, and of gevurah (might),
to preach unto Ya'akov his peysha,
and to Yisroel his chattat.‡

9Hear this, I pray you, ye Rashei Bais Ya'akov,
and Ketzinim of Bais Yisroel,
that abhormishpat,
and twist kol haYesharah (all the right, the straight).
10Boneh Tziyon b'damim (they build up Tziyonwith blood),
and Yerushalayimwith avlah (iniquity).
11Her Rashim judge for a bribe,
and her kohanim play the hireling moreh (teacher),
and her nevi'im are fortune-tellers for kesef;
yet will they lean upon HASHEM? And say:
Is not HASHEM among us?
No ra'ah will come upon us.
12Therefore because of you, Tziyon shall be plowed as a sadeh,
and Yerushalayim shall become a rubble heap,
and the Har HaBeis§ shall become amound of scrubs.

4
1But in the acharit hayamim (the last days) it shall come to pass,
that the Har Beis HASHEM shall be established
as the rosh heharim (chief of mountains),
and it shall be exalted above the hills;
and amim (peoples) shall stream unto it.
2And Goyim rabbim shall come, and say:

* 3:7 i.e., their lips † 3:8Hakodesh ‡ 3:8 Isa 53:5,8,12 § 3:12HaMikdash, i.e., the Temple Mount
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Come, and let us go up to the Har HASHEM,
and to the Beis Elohei Ya'akov;
and He (HASHEM)will be moreinu of His drakhim (ways),
and wewill walk in His orkhot (ways);
for torah shall go forth from Tziyon,
and the Devar HASHEM from Yerushalayim.
3And He shall judge among amim rabbim,
and HASHEMwill be mochiach (arbitrator) for Goyim atzumim afar off;
and they shall beat their charavot (swords) into plow blades,
and their khanitot (spears) into pruning knives;
And Goy el Goy (nation against nation)will not take up cherev (sword),
neither shall they learnmilchamah (war) anymore.
4But they shall sit everyman
under his gefen (vine) and under his te'enah (fig tree);
and none shall make them afraid;
for themouth of HASHEM Tzva'os hath spoken.
5For Kol HaAmmimwill walk
every one b'shem Elohav,
and wewill walk b'shemHASHEM
Eloheinu l'olam va'ed.
6 In YomHaHu, saith HASHEM,
will I gather that which is lame,
and I will gather those which have been thrust out,
and those that I have afflicted;
7And I will make that which is lame a She'erit (remnant),
v'hannahala'ah (and that which is far removed) a Goy atzum (mighty nation);
and HASHEM shall reign over them in Har Tziyon
me'attah ve'ad olam (from henceforth, even for ever).
8And thou, Omigdal eder (tower of the flock), hill of Bat Tziyon,
unto thee shall it come,
even the hammemshalah harishonah (former dominion);
the mamlachah (kingdom) shall come to Bat Yerushalayim.
9Nowwhy dost thou cry out aloud?
Is there nomelech in thee?
Is thy yo'eitz (counselor) perished?
For pangs have taken thee like a woman in labor.
10Be in pain, and labor to bring forth, O Bat Tziyon,
like a woman in labor;
for now shalt thou go forth out of the city,
and thou shalt dwell in the sadeh,
and thou shalt go even to Babylon;
there shalt thou be rescued;
there HASHEM shall redeem thee
from the hand of thine oyvim (enemies).
11Now also Goyim rabbim are gathered against thee,
that say: Let her be profaned and desecrated,
and let our eye gloat over Tziyon.
12But they have no da'as of themachshevot HASHEM(thoughts ofHASHEM),
neither have they binah (understanding) of His etzah (divine plan);
for He shall gather them like the sheaves into the threshing floor.
13Arise and thresh, O Bat Tziyon;
for I will make thine keren (horn) barzel (iron),
and I will make thy hooves bronze;
and thou shalt beat in pieces amim rabbim;
and I will devote unto HASHEM as cherem their ill-gotten gains,
and their wealth unto Adon Kol HaAretz.*
14Now gather thyself in troops, O Bat Gedud (Daughter of Troops);†

* 4:13 T.N. Moshiach is called this in Mal 3:1 † 4:14 i.e., warlike Yerushalayim
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amatzor (siege) hath been laid against us;
they shall strike the Shofet Yisroel
with a rod upon the cheek.‡

5
1But thou, Beit-Lechem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the Alphei Yehudah (Thousands of Yehudah),
yet out of thee shall He* come forth untoMe†
that is to beMoshel Yisroel;
whose goings forth‡ have beenmikedem (from everlasting),§
mimei olam (from the days of eternity).
2Therefore will He give them up,
until the Et Yoledah (timewhen shewho is in labor) hath brought forth;
then the rest of His* Brethren
shall return unto Bnei Yisroel.
3And He† shall stand and shall shepherd in the strength of HASHEM,
in themajesty of the Shem of HASHEM Elohav,
and they‡ shall live;
for then shall He§ be great unto the ends of ha'aretz.
4And this shall be Shalom.

When the Assyrian shall invade our land;
and when he shall set foot on our armenot (citadels),
then shall we raise against him shivah ro'im (seven shepherds),
and shmoneh nesikhei adam (eight leaders [tribal princes] of men).
5And they shall shepherd Eretz Ashur (Assyria)with the cherev,
and Eretz Nimrod at its gates;
thus shall He* deliver us from the Assyrian,
when he cometh into our land,
and when he sets foot within our borders.
6And the She'erit Ya'akov shall be in themidst of many people
like tal (dew) fromHASHEM, like the showers upon the grass,
that doth not await manʼs bidding,
nor tarry for the bnei adam.
7And the She'erit Ya'akov shall be among the Goyim
in themidst of many people
like an aryeh among the beasts of the forest,
like a young lion among the edrei tzon (flocks of sheep);
who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces,
and none can deliver.
8Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries,
and kol oyvecha (all thine enemies) shall be cut off.
9And it shall come to pass in YomHaHu, saith HASHEM,
that I will cut off thy susim out of themidst of thee,
and I will destroy thymerkavot (chariots);
10And I will cut off the cities of thy land,
and throw down all thymivtzarim (fortresses);
11And I will cut off keshafim (witchcrafts) out of thine hand; n tsvishen dir,
un vest zichmer nisht b
and thou shalt have nomore sorcerers;
12Thy graven images also will I cut off,
and thy sacred pillars out of themidst of thee;
and lo tishtachaveh (thou shalt nomore bow down to, worship) the work of thine hands.
13And I will pluck up thy Asherim† out of themidst of thee;
so will I destroy thy cities.
14And I will execute vengeance

‡ 4:14 See The Besuras HaGeulah According to Mt 27:30 * 5:1 Moshiach † 5:1 HASHEM ‡ 5:1 (i.e. origins)
§ 5:1 See Hab 1:12 * 5:2Moshiachʼs † 5:3Moshiach ‡ 5:3 Bnei Yisroel § 5:3Moshiach * 5:5Moshiach
† 5:13 i.e., sacred poles of the Asherah cult of Canaan
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in anger and fury
upon the Goyim that were without mishma'at (obedience).

6
1Hear ye nowwhat HASHEM saith:
Arise, contend thou before heharim (themountains),
and let the hills hear thy voice.
2Hear ye, O harim (mountains), the riv HASHEM(dispute, case, lawsuit ofHASHEM);
listen, ye enduringmosedei eretz (foundations of the earth);
for HASHEM hath a case against His people,
and Hewill contend with Yisroel.
3O Ami (My people), what have I done unto thee?
Andwherein have I been a burden to thee?
Testify against Me.
4For I brought thee up out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
and redeemed thee out of the bais avadim (house of slaves);
and sent before theeMoshe, Aharon, andMiryam.
5O Ami (My people), remember now
what BalakMelechMoav did plot,
and what Balaam ben Be'or answered him
from Sheetim to Gilgal;*
that ye may have da'as of the tzidkot (righteous acts of)HASHEM.
6With what shall I come before HASHEM,
and bowmyself before Elohei Marom (G-d onHigh)?
Shall I come before Himwith olot (burnt offerings),
with calves a year old?
7Will HASHEM be pleased with thousands of eilim (rams),
or with ten thousand rivers of shemen (olive oil)?
Shall I give my bechor (firstborn) for my peysha,
the p'ri (fruit) of my beten for the chattat (sin) of my nefesh?
8He hath showed thee, O adam (man), what is tov.
And what doth HASHEM require of thee,
but to domishpat, and ahavat chesed,
and to walk humbly with Eloheicha?
9HASHEMʼs voice crieth unto the ir (city):
To fear Thy Shem (Name) is wisdom;
heed the rod and the One who appointed it.
10Are there yet the otzerot (treasures) of wickedness
in the bais rasha (the house of the wicked),
and the scant measure, the too small eifah (bushel)which is accursed?
11 Shall I acquit the one with dishonest scales,
and with the bag of mirmah (deceitful)weights?†
12For the oisher (the wealthy) thereof are full of chamas (violence),‡
and the inhabitants thereof have spoken sheker,
and their leshon (tongue) is remiyah (guile) in their mouth.
13Therefore also will I make thee sick in striking thee,
in making thee desolate because of chattotecha.
14Thou shalt eat, but not be satisfied;
and thy emptiness remains in thee;
and thou shalt put away but not save;
and that which thou deliverest will I give up to the cherev (sword).
15Thou shalt sow the zera, but thou shalt not reap the katzir (harvest);
thou shalt tread the zayit (olives), but thou shalt not anoint thee with shemen (olive oil);
and yayin shalt thou not drink.
16For the chukkot Omri (statutes of Omri) are kept,
and kol ma'aseh Bais Ach'av (all the works of the House of Ahab);
and ye walk in their mo'atzot (advise, counsel);

* 6:5 See Josh 3—4 † 6:11 T.N. see Moshiach without mirmah, Isa 53:9 ‡ 6:12 See Moshiach without chamas, Isa
53:9
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therefore, I shouldmake thee a desolation,
and the inhabitants thereof an object of hissing;
therefore ye shall bear the cherpah (scorn, abuse, disgrace) of Ami (My people).

7
1Woe is me! For I am become like a gathering of kayitz (summer fruit),
like a gleaning of the vintage;
there is no grape cluster to eat,
none of the early figs my nefesh desired.
2The chasid has disappeared from ha'aretz;
and there is none yashar (upright, straight) amongmen;
they all lie in wait for dahm;
they hunt everyman his brother with a net.
3That theymay do evil with both hands skillfully,
the sar and the shofet asketh for a bribe;
and hagadol uttereth the evil of his nefesh (soul);
so they weave it.
4The best of them is like a brier;
the yashar ([most] upright) is sharper than a thorn hedge;
the yom of thy watchmen and thy pekuddah (visitation) cometh;
now shall their confusion follow.
5Trust ye not in a re'a,
put ye not confidence in an alluf (confidant);
keep the doors of thymouth from her
that lieth in thy kheyk (bosom).
6For the ben dishonoureth the av,
the bat riseth up against her em,
the kallah against her chamot;
a manʼs enemies are themen of his own bais.
7Therefore I will look [in hope] for HASHEM;
I will wait for Elohei Yishi (the G-d of my Salvation);
Elohai (my G-d)will hear me.

8Don't joyously gloat over me, Omine enemy;
when I fall, I shall rise;
when I sit in choshech, HASHEM shall be ohr untome.
9 I will bear the wrath of HASHEM,
because I have sinned against Him,
until He pleadmy case,
and execute mishpat for me;
He will bringme forth into the ohr,
and I shall behold His tzedakah.
10Thenmine enemy shall see it,
and bushah (shame) shall cover her
which said untome: Where is HASHEM thy G-d?
Mine eyes shall behold her;
now shall she be trodden down like themire of the streets.

11 In the yom that thy fences are to be built,
in YomHaHu (that Day) shall the chok (prescribed limit, boundary) be far away.
12 In that yom also it shall come into your possession
from Assyria and the cities of Egypt,
even from Egypt to the Euphrates,
from yam to yam, and from har to har.
13Notwithstanding ha'aretz shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein,
for the fruit of their doings.

14Tend as a shepherd Thy people with Thy staff,
the tzon of Thine nachalah,
which dwell solitarily in the wood, in themidst of Carmel;
let them feed in Bashan and Gil'ad,
as in days of old.
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15According to the days of thy coming out of Eretz Mitzrayim
will I show unto it marvellous things.
16The Goyim shall see and be ashamed at all their might;
they shall lay their hand upon their mouth,
their ears shall be deaf.
17They shall lick the aphar (dust) like the nachash,
like crawlers that crawl on eretz (ground)
they will come trembling out of their dens;
they shall be afraid of HASHEM Eloheinu,
and shall turn in fear because of Thee.
18Mee El kamocha (Who is a G-d like unto Thee), removing avon,
and passing over peysha of the She'erit of His Nachalah? HASHEM retaineth not His anger

forever,
because He delighteth in chesed.
19Hewill turn again; He will have compassion upon us;
He will subdue avonoteinu (our iniquities);
and tashlich (thouwilt cast, throw)
all their sins into the depths of the yam.
20Thouwilt give emes to Ya'akov,
and chesed to Avraham,
as Thou hast sworn unto avoteinu from days of long ago.
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Nachum
1 The burden concerning Nineveh. The sefer chazon (book of the vision) of Nachum of

Elkosh.
2A jealous G-d and taking vengeance is HASHEM;
an avenger is HASHEM, Ba'al Chemah (L-rd ofWrathful Fury);
HASHEMwill take vengeance on His adversaries,
and He reserveth wrath for His enemies.
3HASHEM is slow to anger,
and great in ko'ach,
and will not at all leave the guilty unpunished;
HASHEM hath His way in the whirlwind and in the tempest,
and the anan (clouds) are the dust of His feet.
4HASHEM rebuketh the yam, and drieth it up,
andmaketh all the neharot (rivers) run dry;
Bashan languisheth, and Carmel,
and the flower of the Levanon fadeth.
5Themountains quake before HASHEM,
and the hills melt away,
and ha'aretz heaveth at His presence,
yea, tevel (the world), and all that dwell therein.
6Who can stand before HASHEMʼs fury?
Andwho can endure His charon af (burning anger)?*
His chemah (wrath) is poured out like eish (fire)
and the tzurim (rocks) are rent in pieces before Him.
7HASHEM is tov,
a maoz (stronghold) in the Yom Tzarah;
and HASHEM knoweth them that take refuge in Him.
8But with an overwhelming flood
Hewill make an utter end of her† site,
and HASHEM shall pursue His enemies into choshech.
9Whatever plot ye against HASHEM,
HASHEMwill make an utter end of anyone doing it;
tzarah (affliction)will not arise a second time.
10For while they be twisted together as sirim (thorns),
and while they are drunken as drunkards,
they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.
11There is one come out of thee,‡
that imagineth evil against HASHEM,
a yo'etz Beliya'al (a counselor of Beliya'al).§

12Thus saith HASHEM:
Though they are strong, and likewise rabbim,
yet shall they thus be cut down, and he* shall pass away.
Though I have afflicted thee [O Yehudah],
I will afflict thee nomore.
13For nowwill I break his motah (yoke) from off thee,
and will break thy fetters in pieces.
14And HASHEM hath given a command concerning thee,
that nomore of thy name be sown;†
out of the bais of thy g-ds will I cut off
the pesel (graven image) and themolten image;
I prepare thy kever (grave);
for thou art vile.

* 1:6 See Ro 1:18 † 1:8Ninevehʼs ‡ 1:11 See 1:1 § 1:11 i.e., Sennacherib * 1:12 the Assyrian † 1:14 i.e.,
to perpetuate his name
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2
1Hinei, upon themountains the feet of him that bringeth Besorah (Good News),
that publisheth Shalom!
O Yehudah, keep thy chagim,
fulfill thy nedarim;
for the Beliya'al shall nomore pass through thee;
he is utterly cut off.

2A shatterer* is come up before thy face [O Nineveh];
guard thy fortress, watch the derech,
fortify thy loins, marshal all thy koach (power).
3For HASHEM is about to restore the eminence of Ya'akov,
like the eminence of Yisroel;
for plunderers have plundered them,
andmade their vine branches as shachat.

4Themogen (shield) of his gibborim is made red,
the anshei chayil (valiantmen) are in scarlet;
the chariot shall flash like fire
in the day of its array,
and the spears shall be brandished.
5The chariot shall rage in the streets,
they shall jostle one against another in the rechovot,
they shall seem like flaming torches,
they shall dart about like the lightnings.
6He† shall remember his mighty ones;
they stumble in their walk;
they shall make haste to the chomah (wall) of it,‡
and the defense shall be prepared.
7The sha'arei haneharot (the gates of the rivers) shall be thrown open,
and the heikhal (palace) reels.
8Her§ golus (exile) is decreed, she shall be carried away,
her slave girls moaning like the kol yonim (voice of doves),
beating their breasts.
9But Nineveh is like a pool of mayim;
and hermayim is draining away.
Stop, stop, shall they cry;
but no one turns back.
10Take ye the plunder of kesef, take the plunder of zahav;
for there is no end of the treasures,
heaps of kol keli chemdah (every delightful vessel).

11 She is empty, and void, and stripped;
and the levmelteth,
and the knees give way,
bodies tremble,
and the faces of them all grow pale.
12Where is thema'on arayot (den of lions),
and the feeding place of the young lions,
where the aryeh, even the lioness,
walked with their cubs, and nonemade them afraid?
13The aryeh did tear in pieces enough for his cubs,
and strangled for his lionesses,
and filled his lairs with prey,
and his dens with torn flesh.

14 Hineni, I am against thee [O Nineveh], saith HASHEM Tzva'os, and I will burn your
chariots in the smoke, and the cherev shall devour thy young lions; and I will cut off thy
prey from ha'aretz, and the voice of thymalachim (messengers) shall nomore be heard.

* 2:2Ninevehʼs overpowering enemy † 2:6 the Assyrian king ‡ 2:6Nineveh § 2:8Ninevehʼs
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3
1Hoy (woe) to the ir damim (bloody city)!
It is all full of lies and booty;
no end to the plunder;
2The crack of the shot (whip),
and the noise of the rattling of the wheels,
and of the prancing susim,
and of the jolting merkavah (chariot);
3The parash (horsemen, cavalry) charging,
the flash of the cherev and the glittering spear;
and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of dead bodies;
and there is no end of their geviyot (corpses);
they stumble over their geviyot;
4Because of themultitude of the harlotries of the alluring zonah,
the ba'alat keshafim (themistress of sorceries),
that enslaveth Goyim through her prostitutions,
andmishpochot through her keshafim;

5Hineni, I am against thee, saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
and I will lift thy skirts over thy faces,
and I will show the Goyim thy nakedness,
and themamlachot thy shame.
6And I (HASHEM)will cast abominable filth upon thee,
andmake thee contemptibly vile, and will make thee a spectacle.
7And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee
shall flee from thee, and say:
Nineveh is in ruins; who will bemoan her?
Fromwhere shall I seekmenachamim (comforters) for thee?

8Art thou better than No Amon (Thebes),
that was situated on the Nile, that had themayim round about it,
whose rampart was the yam, and her waters were her chomah?
9Ethiopia andMitzrayimwere her strength, and it was boundless;
Put and Luvim (Libya)were her allies.
10Yet she went into golus,
she went into captivity;
her olalim also were dashed in pieces
at the head of all the streets;
and they cast goral (lots) for her honorable men,
and all her gedolimwere bound in chains.
11Thou also shalt be drunken, thou shalt be hid,
thou also shalt seekmaoz from the enemy.
12All thy strongholds shall be like te'enim (fig trees)with the first ripe figs;
if they be shaken,
they shall even fall into the peh (mouth) of the ochel (eater).
13Hinei, thy troops in themidst of thee are nashim (women);
the gates of thy land
shall be set wide open unto thine enemies;
the eish shall devour thy (gate) bars.

14Draw thee water for thematzor (siege),
fortify thy strongholds,
go unto clay, and tread themortar,
repair the brickwork.
15There shall the eish devour thee,
the cherev shall consume thee,
it shall eat thee up like the grasshopper.
Make thyself many as the grasshopper,
make thyself many as the arbeh (locust).
16Thou hast multiplied thymerchants more than the kokhavim of HaShomayim;
but, like the locust, they strip the land, then fly away.
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17Thy commanders are as the swarming locusts,
and thy officials as the great grasshoppers,
which camp in the hedges on a cold day,
but when the shemesh ariseth they flee away,
and their place is whereabouts unknown.
18Thy ro'im (shepherds) slumber, Omelech of Ashur (Assyria);
thy nobles sleep;
thy people are scattered upon themountains,
and noman gathereth them.
19There is no healing of thy shever (fracture, injury);
thy wound is grievous;
all that hear the news of thee
shall clap their hands over thy fall;
for uponwhom hath not thy wickedness passed tamid (continually)?
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Chabakuk
1The burden which Chabakuk HaNavi did see.

2Until when, HASHEM, must I cry for help,
and Thouwilt not hear?
Even cry out unto Thee: Chamas (violence!),
and Thouwilt not save?
3Why dost Thou showme iniquity,
and causeme to behold trouble?
For plundering and chamas are before me;
and there are those that raise up strife and contention.
4Therefore the torah is slacked,
andmishpat (judgment) doth never prevail;
for the rasha doth hem in the tzadik;
therefore mishpat (justice) proceedeth perverted.

5 [HASHEM says]: Behold ye the Goyim, and regard,
and wondermarvelously;
for I will work a work in your yamimwhich,
though it be told you, of it ye will have no emunah (faith).
6For, hineni, I raise up the Kasdim (Chaldeans),
that Goy bitter and impetuous,
which shall march far and wide over the earth,
to confiscate themishkanot (dwelling places) that are not their own.
7They are terrible and dreadful;
their mishpat and their dignity shall proceed from themselves.
8Their susim also are swifter than the leopards,
keener than the evening wolves;
and their parash (cavalry) shall charge ahead,
and their parash shall come from afar;
they shall fly as the nesher (eagle), swooping to devour.
9They shall come all for chamas;
the swarm of their faces is directed forward,
and they shall gather captives as the sand.
10And they shall scoff at themelachim,
and the roznim (dignitaries) shall be a scorn unto them;
they shall laugh at every stronghold;
for they shall heap dirt (earthen ramps), and take it.
11Then they sweep on like the ruach (wind),
guilty menwhose g-d is his own koach.

12Art thou not mikedem (from everlasting),*
HASHEM Elohai (my G-d), Kedoshi (myHoly One)?
We shall not die.
HASHEM, Thou hast appointed them for mishpat;
O Tzur, Thou hast ordained them for reproof.
13Thou art of eyes of tehor (pureness), not to behold rah,
and canst not look on wickedness;
why lookest Thou upon them that deal treacherously,
and holdest Thy tongue when the rasha devoureth the tzaddik,
the man that is more righteous than he?
14Andmakest adam as the dagim of the yam,
as the creeping things, that have nomoshel over them?
15They take up all of themwith a khakkah (hook),
they catch them in their net,
and gather them in their dragnet;
therefore they have simcha (joy) and are glad.

* 1:12 T.N. Also said of Moshiach, indicating Moshiachʼs coeternal divine nature: see Mic 5:1 [2]; see Dan 7:13-14; 3:12
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16Therefore theymake zevakhim (sacrifices) unto their net,
and burn incense unto their dragnet;
because by them their portion is sumptuous,
and their food plenteous.
17 Shall they therefore empty their net,
and without mercy continually slay the Goyim?

2
1 I will stand uponmywatch,
and set me upon thematzor (rampart),
and will watch to see what HASHEMwill speak to me,
and what He shall answer to my tokhakhah (complaint).
2And HASHEM answeredme, and said:
Write the chazon,
andmake it plain upon tablets,
so that a heraldmay runwith it.
3For the chazon is yet for a mo'ed (an appointed time);
it speaks of HaKetz (the End), and does not lie;
though it tarry, wait for him;*
because he will surely come, and will not tarry.
4Hinei, his nashamahwhich is puffed up is not upright in him;
but the tzaddik shall live by his emunah.†

5Yea also, yayin is a boged (betrayer, treacherous);
he is a proudman, never at rest,
who enlargeth his appetite as Sheol;
like Mavet, it cannot be satisfied,
but gathereth unto it kol HaGoyim,
and collecteth unto it kol HaAmim;
6 Shall not all these take up amashal against such,
withmocking poem riddles against him,
and say: Hoy (Woe) to him that increaseth that which is not his!
For how long? And to him that loadeth himself by the weight of pledges!‡
7 Shall not thy biters (charging neshekh) arise suddenly
and awake that shall oppress thee,
and thou shalt be for plunder unto them?
8Because thou hast plunderedmany Goyim,
all the remnant of the Amim shall plunder thee;
because of [shefach] dahm, and for the chamas eretz,
the city, and of all that dwell therein.
9Hoy (Woe) to him that coveteth an evil gain for his bais,
that hemay set his ken (nest) on high,
that hemay be delivered from the power of ruin!
10Thy counsel hast brought shame to thy bais
by cutting off amim rabbim and hast sinned against thy nashamah.
11For the even (stone) shall cry out of the wall,
and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.
12Hoy (Woe) to him that buildeth a townwith [shefach] dahm,
and foundeth a city by iniquity!
13Hinei, is it not fromHASHEM Tzva'os
that the people shall labor only to feed the eish,
and the people shall weary themselves in vain?
14For the earth shall be filled with the da'as of the kavod HASHEM,
as the waters cover the yam.
15Hoy (Woe) unto him that giveth his neighbor drink,
pressing thy bottle to him, andmakest him drunken also,

* 2:3Moshiach— see Sanhedrin 97b † 2:4 Gn 15:6 ‡ 2:6 i.e., heaps up by borrowing
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that thoumayest look on their nakedness!
16Thou art filled with shame instead of kavod;
drink thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered;
the kos of HASHEMʼs right hand shall be turned against thee,
and utter shame shall be on thy kavod.
17For the chamas of the Levanon shall cover thee,
and the decimation of animals, by which you terrorized them,
because of [shefach] dahm, and for the chamas eretz,
and to the city, and all that dwell therein.
18What profiteth the pesel (graven image)
that themaker thereof hath shaped it;
the molten image, andmoreh sheker,
that themaker of his work trusteth therein,
to make dumb elilim (idols)?
19Hoy (woe) unto him that saith to the wood: Awake;
to the dumb even (stone): Arise, it shall teach!
Hinei, it is laid over with zahav and kesef,
and there is no ruach at all in it.
20But HASHEM is in His Heikhal Kodesh;
let kol ha'aretz keep silence before Him.

3
1A tefillah of Chabakuk HaNavi. On Shigionoth.
2HASHEM, I have heard Thy speech, and was afraid;
HASHEM, revive Thy work in themidst of the shanim, i
n themidst of the shanimmake known;
in wrath remembermercy.
3G-d came from Teman,
and HaKadosh fromMt Paran.

Selah
.

His hod (glory) covered HaShomayim,
and ha'aretz was full of His tehillah (praise).
4And His brightness was like the ohr;
He had rays of light flashing fromHis yad;
and there was His power hidden.
5Before Himwent the dever (plague),
and pestilence went forth at His feet.
6He stood, andmeasured ha'aretz;
He beheld, andmade the Goyim tremble;
and the everlasting mountains were scattered,
the perpetual hills did bow;
His ways are olam (everlasting).
7 I saw the tents of Kushan in affliction;
and the dwellings of Eretz Midyan did tremble.
8Was HASHEM displeased against the rivers?
Was Thine anger against the rivers?
Was Thy wrath against the yam,
that Thou didst ride upon Thine susim
and Thymerkavot of yeshu'ah (salvation)?
9Thy keshet (bow)wasmade bare.
Oathes were sworn over mattot (rods, arrows).

Selah.
Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers.
10The harim (mountains) saw Thee, and they trembled;
the overflowing of the water passed by;
the tehom (deep) uttered its voice,
and lifted up its hands on high.
11The shemesh and yarei'ach stood still in their habitation;
at the ohr of Thine arrows they went,
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and at the lightning of Thy glittering spear.
12Thou didst march through the land in indignation,
Thou didst thresh the Goyim in anger.
13Thouwentest forth for the salvation of Thy people,
even for deliverance of ThyMoshiach;
Thou crushed the rosh of the bais of the wicked,
Thou stripped him thigh to neck.

Selah.
14Thou didst pierce with his spears the head of his horde;
they came out like a whirlwind to scatter me;
their rejoicing was like unto devouring the aniyim (the poor) in secret.
15Thou didst walk through the yamwith Thine susim,
through the heap of mayim rabbim.
16When I heard, my heart trembled;
my lips quivered at the voice;
rottenness entered into my bones,
and I trembled inmyself,
that I might wait patiently for the Yom Tzarah
to come on the nation invading us.
17Although the etz te'enah shall not blossom,
neither shall grape be on the gefen;
the labor of the olive shall fail,
and the fields shall yield no okhel;
the tzon shall be cut off from the fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls;
18Yet I will rejoice in HASHEM,
I will joy in the G-d of my salvation.
19HASHEM Adonoi is my strength,
and Hewill makemy feet like the feet of a deer,
and Hewill makeme to walk uponmine high places.

To the chief singer onmy stringed instruments.
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Tzefanyah
Introduction

Tzefanyah (640-622B.C.E.) prophesied between the timeof Isaiah and Jeremiah, roughly
626 B.C.E. near the time of Jeremiahʼs call to the office of prophet. Tzefanyahʼs preaching
helped (with Jeremiahʼs) to spark King Josiahʼs revival (621 B.C.E. — see 2Kgs 23) after the
wicked reigns of Manassah and his son Amon had left the people of Judah in need of a
spiritual awakening. We know he prophesied before Ninevah was destroyed in 612 B.C.E.
(see 2:13). Mankind is in danger of being swept off the face of the earth (1:2-3). Backsliders,
if they don't repent, will be destroyed (see 1:6). For the great, dark, terrifying Day of the
L-rd is karov (near, 1:7,15-16) and hastening fast (1:14). The superstitious (1:9) and those
syncretists who try tomix the faithwith Canaanite, Ammonite, and Assyrian religion (1:4-
5) will be destroyed, as will the complacent (1:12).

1 The Devar HASHEM which came unto Tzephanyah ben Cushi, ben Gedalyah, ben
Amaryah, ben Chizkiyah, in the yamim of Yoshiyahu (Josiah) ben Amon,Melech Yehudah.
2 I will utterly sweep away
all things from off the adamah,
saith HASHEM.
3 I will sweep away Adam (humankind) and Behemah (beast, animal, cattle);
I will sweep away Oph HaShomayim (Birds of the Air)
and the Dagim of HaYam (Fish of the Sea),
and themichsholim (stumbling blocks, what causes to fall into sin)with the resha'im;
and I will cut off adam from off the adamah,
saith HASHEM.
4 I will also stretch out Mine hand against Yehudah,
and against all the inhabitants of Yerushalayim;
and I will cut off from this place
the she'ar HaBa'al (remnant of Ba'al),
and the shem (name) of the Kemarim (the idolatrous priests)* with the [idolatrous]

kohanim;
5And those that worship the Tz'va HaShomayim
(Army of Heaven, star g-ds) upon the rooftops;
and those that worship and that swear [oaths] by HASHEM,
but also swear byMilcom;†
6And those that turned back from following HASHEM;
and those that have not sought HASHEM,
nor inquired of Him.
7Hold thy peace (keep silent) at the presence of Adonai HASHEM:
for the YomHASHEM is at hand;
for HASHEM hath prepared a zevach (sacrifice),
HASHEM hath consecrated His guests.‡
8And it shall come to pass in the Yom Zevach HASHEM,
that I will punish the sarim (princes),
and Bnei HaMelech,
and all such as are clothed withmalbush nochri (foreign apparel).
9 In the same Yom also will I visit to punish
all those that leap over the threshold,§ which fill their mastersʼ batim (houses)
with chamas (violence) andmirmah (deceit).
10And it shall come to pass in that Yom, saith HASHEM,
that there shall be the noise of a cry from Sha'ar HaDagim,
and a wail from the Second Quarter of the city,
and a loud crash from the hills.
11Howl, ye inhabitants of HaMakhtesh,*

* 1:4 See 2Kgs 23:5 † 1:5 i.e., their King [Ba'al] ‡ 1:7 i.e., made HaKeru'im (the Invited ones) of Him His

Mequddashim (Consecrated ones), i.e., the nations set apart to consume His apostate people, see Isa 13:3 § 1:9 See

1Sm 5:5 * 1:11 a locality in Yerushalayim
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for all the merchants are cut down;
all they that weigh out kesef are cut off.
12And it shall come to pass at that time,
that I will search Yerushalayimwith nerot (lamps),
and visit to punish the [proud] men
that are [complacently] settled on their lees;†
that say in their lev: HASHEMwill not do tov,
neither will HASHEM do rah.
13Therefore their goods shall become a booty,
and their batim a desolation;
they shall also build batim, but not inhabit them;
and they shall plant kramim (vineyards), but not drink the yayin thereof.
14The YomHASHEMHaGadol is near,
near and hastening quickly;
the sound of the YomHASHEM is mar (bitter);
there the gibbor (mightyman, warrior) cries aloud.
15That Yom is a Yom Evrah (day of wrath),
a Yom Tzarah andMetzukah (a day of trouble and distress, pressure),
a Yom of Sho'ah (catastrophe) andMeshoah (desolation),
a Yom of Choshech and Afelah (gloom),
a Yom of Anan and Arafel (thick darkness),
16A Yom of the Shofar and Teruah (battle cry)
against the fortified cities,
and against the high battlements.
17And I will bring distress upon adam,
that they shall walk like ivrim,
because they have sinned against HASHEM;
and their dahm shall be poured out like dust,
and their bowels like dung.
18Neither their kesef nor their zahav
shall be able to save them in the Yom Evrat HASHEM
(Day ofHASHEMʼsWrath);
but kol ha'aretz (the whole earth) shall be devoured
by the eish of HASHEMʼs kina (jealousy, zeal, passion);
for He shall make a complete end, a terrible end,
of kol yoshvei ha'aretz (all them that dwell on the earth).

2
1Gather yourselves together,
yea, gather together, O shameful nation;
2Before the decree brings forth,
before the day passes like the chaff,
before the charon af HASHEM comes upon you,
before the Yom Af HASHEM(Day ofHASHEMʼs Anger) comes upon you;
3 Seek ye HASHEM, all ye anvei ha'aretz (humble of the land),
which have wrought His mishpat;
seek tzedek, seek anavah (meekness, humility);
it may be ye shall be hid in the Yom Af HASHEM.
4For Azah (Gaza) shall be abandoned,
and Ashkelon a desolation;
they shall drive out Ashdod in broad day,
and Ekron shall be uprooted.
5Hoy (Woe) unto the inhabitants of the seacoast,
the nation of the Keretim (Cretans)!
The Devar HASHEM is against you,
O Kena'an, eretz of the Pelishtim (Philistines).
I will even destroy thee,

† 1:12wine dregs
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that there no inhabitant remains.
6And the seacoast shall be dwellings
andmeadows for ro'im (shepherds), and pens for tzon.
7And the coast shall be
for the she'erit Bais Yehudah;
they shall feed thereupon;
in the batim (houses) of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the erev;
for HASHEM Eloheichem shall visit them,
and restore their fortunes.
8 I have heard the reproach of Moav,
and the revilings of the Bnei Ammon,
whereby they have reproachedMy nation,
andmagnified themselves against their territory.
9Therefore as I live,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os, Elohei Yisroel:
Surely Moav shall be as Sodom,
and the Bnei Ammon as Amora (Gomorrah),
a place of weeds and salt pits,
and desolation ad olam;
the She'erit Ami shall plunder them,
and the remnant of My nation shall possess them.
10This shall they have in return for their ga'on (pride),
because they have reproached andmagnified themselves
against the AmHASHEM Tzva'os.
11HASHEMwill be terrible unto them;
for He will reduce to nothing all the elohei ha'aretz (g-ds of the land);
andmen shall worship HASHEM, everyone from his place,
even all the coasts and islands of the Goyim.
12Ye Ethiopians also,
ye shall be slain byMy cherev.
13And HASHEMwill stretch out His hand against the tzafon (north),
and destroy Assyria;
and will make Nineveh a desolation,
a dry waste like amidbar.
14And herds shall lie down in themidst of it,
every beast of the Goy;
both the desert owl and the screech owl
will roost on her columns;
their voice shall hoot in the windows;
desolation shall be in the thresholds;
the beams of cedar will be exposed.
15This is HaIr HaAlizah (the rejoicing city) that dwelt carelessly,
that said in her lev:
I am, and there is none besideme;
how is she become a desolation,
a place for beasts to lie down in!
Every one that passeth by her
shall hiss, and shake his fist.

3
1Hoy (woe) to her that is filthy and polluted,
to the oppressing city!*
2 She obeyed not the voice;
she received not musar (correction);
her bitachon (trust)was not in HASHEM;
she drew not near to her G-d.
3Her sarim (princes)within her are roaring arayot;

* 3:1 i.e., Jerusalem
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her shofetim are evening wolves;
they leave nothing for the boker (morning).
4Her nevi'im are arrogant, anshei bogedot (treacherous persons);
her kohanim have profaned the kodesh,
they have done violence to the torah.†
5HASHEM Tzaddik is in themidst thereof;
He will do no injustice;
boker by boker doth HASHEM dispensemishpat;
He faileth not;
but the unjust knoweth no boshet (shame).
6 I have cut off the Goyim;
their towers are desolate;
I made their streets waste,
that none passeth by;
their cities are destroyed,
so that there is no ish (man), that there is no inhabitant.
7 I said: Surely thou wilt fear Me,
thou wilt accept musar (correction, instruction);
so that her dwelling place should not be cut off,
despite everything for which I punished her;
but they rose early,‡
and corrupted all their doings.
8Therefore wait ye uponMe, saith HASHEM,
until the Yom that I rise up for a prey;
My determination is to gather the Goyim,
that I may assemble themamlachot,
to pour upon themMine indignation,
even all My charon af;
for kol ha'aretz (all the earth) shall be devoured
with the eish of My kina (jealousy).
9For then will I restore to the people
a safah berurah (pure language, purified lip), that theymay all call upon the ShemHASHEM,
to serve Himwith shekhem echad (one shoulder, one accord).
10From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My suppliants,
even the daughter of My dispersed,
shall bringMineminchah.
11 In that Yom shalt thou not be ashamed
for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against Me;
for then I will take away out of themidst of thee
them that rejoice in thy ga'avah (pride),
and thou shalt nomore be haughty
because of My Har Hakodesh.
12 I will also leave in themidst of thee
an afflicted and poor people,
and they shall take refuge in the ShemHASHEM.
13The she'erit Yisroel shall not do iniquity,
nor speak lies;
neither shall a leshon tarmit (tongue of deceitfulness)
be found in their mouth;
for they shall feed and lie down,
and none shall make them afraid.
14 Sing, O Bat Tziyon;
shout, O Yisroel;
be glad and rejoice with all the lev,
O Bat Yerushalayim.
15HASHEM hath taken away thy judgments,

† 3:4 T.N. which they were ordained to faithfully observe and teach ‡ 3:7 i.e., eagerly
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he hath cast out thine enemy.
TheMelech Yisroel, even HASHEM, is in themidst of thee;
thou shalt not fear evil anymore.
16 In that Yom it shall be said to Yerushalayim:
Fear thou not;
and to Tziyon: Let not thine hands hang limp.
17HASHEM thy G-d in themidst of thee is gibbor;
He will save,
He will rejoice over thee with simchah;
He will quiet [you] in His ahavah (love),
He will joy over thee with singing.
18They that mourn I will gather for themo'ed (time of the feast),
who are of thee [O Tziyon],
to whom the cherpah (reproach)§ presses upon them.*
19Hinei, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee;
and I will save her that is lame,
and gather her that was driven out;
and I will get them praise and fame
in every land of their boshet (shame).
20At that time will I bring you again,
even in the time that I gather you;
for I will make you a shem and a tehillah
among Kol Amei Ha'aretz (all the peoples of the earth),
when I turn back your captivity and restore your fortunes
before your eyes, saith HASHEM.

§ 3:18 of the Golus * 3:18 See 2C 7:10
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Chaggai
1 In the second year of Daryavesh HaMelech, in the sixth month, in yom echad of the

month, came theDevarHASHEMbyChaggaiHaNaviuntoZerubavelbenSh'altiel, Governor
of Yehudah, and to Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak,* the Kohen HaGadol, saying,

2 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: This people say, The time is not come, the time that Beis
HASHEM should be built.

3Then came the Devar HASHEM by Chaggai HaNavi, saying,
4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your paneled batim, and this Beis† lie in ruins?
5Now therefore thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os; Consider your ways.
6Ye have sown harbeh (much), and bring inme'at (little); ye eat, but ye have not enough;

ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe yourselves, but there is no warming;
and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put them into a purse of holes.

7Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: Consider your ways.
8Go up to the har (mountain), and bring etz, and build HaBeis;‡ and I will take pleasure

in it, and I will be glorified, saith HASHEM.
9Ye looked for harbeh (much), and, hinei, it came to me'at (little); and when ye brought

it home, I blew it away. Why? saithHASHEM Tzva'os. Because ofMine Beis§ that is in ruins,
and ye run everyman for his own bais.

10Therefore the Shomayimover you is stayed fromdew, andHa'Aretz is stayed fromher
fruit.

11And I called for a drought upon ha'aretz, and upon the harim (mountains), and upon
the grain, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which ha'adamah
bringeth forth, anduponha'adam, andupon livestock, andupon all the labor of the hands.

12ThenZerubavel ben Sh'altiel, andYehoshuabenYehotzadak, theKohenHaGadol,with
kol she'erit HaAm, obeyed the voice of HASHEM Eloheichem, and the words of Chaggai
HaNavi, as HASHEM Eloheichem had sent him, and the people did fear before HASHEM.

13 Then spoke Chaggai malach HASHEM with the message of HASHEM unto the people,
saying, I amwith you, saith HASHEM.

14AndHASHEMstirredup the ruachof Zerubavel benSh'altiel, GovernorofYehudah, and
the ruach of Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak, the Kohen HaGadol, and the ruach of kol she'erit
HaAm; and they came and did work in the Beis* of HASHEM Tzva'os, Eloheichem,

15 In the four and twentieth yom of the sixth month, in the second year of Daryavesh
HaMelech.†

2
1 In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth yom of the month, came the Devar

HASHEM by Chaggai HaNavi, saying:
2 Speak now to Zerubavel ben Sh'altiel, Governor of Yehudah, and to Yehoshua ben

Yehotzadak, the Kohen HaGadol, and to the she'erit HaAm, saying:
3Who is left among you that saw this Beis* in her kavod harishon? And how do ye see it

now? In comparison to it, is it not in your eyes as nothing?
4 Yet now chazak (be strong), O Zerubavel, saith HASHEM; and chazak (be strong), O

Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak, Kohen HaGadol; and chazak (be strong), kol AmHa'Aretz, saith
HASHEM, and work; for I amwith you, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

5According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Mitzrayim, so
My Ruach† remaineth among you; fear ye not.

6 For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: Once more, it is a little while, and I will shake
HaShomayim and Ha'Aretz and the yam (sea) and the kharavah (arid land);

7And I will shake kol Goyim, and the Chemdat kol HaGoyim (desired of all nations) shall
come: and I will fill this Beis with kavod, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

8The kesef is Mine, and the zahav is Mine, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
9The kavod of this latter Beis shall be greater than of the former, saith HASHEM Tzva'os:

and in this place will I give shalom, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
10 In the four and twentieth yom of the ninth month, in the second year of Daryavesh,

came the Devar HASHEM by Chaggai HaNavi, saying,
11Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os; Ask now the kohanim concerning the torah, saying,

* 1:1 i.e., the namesake of Moshiach, see Zech 6:11-12 † 1:4 HaMikdash ‡ 1:8 HaMikdash § 1:9 HaMikdash
* 1:14HaMikdash † 1:15 520 B.C.E. * 2:3Hamikdash † 2:5Hakodesh



CHAGGAI 2:12 1036 CHAGGAI 2:23

12 If one carry basar kodesh in the fold of his garment, andwith his fold do touch lechem,
or that which is boiled, or yayin, or shemen (olive oil), or any food, shall it thus be made
kodesh? And the kohanim answered and said, Lo (No).

13 Then said Chaggai, If one that is tamei (unclean) by a nefesh (dead body) touch any of
these, shall it be tamei? And the kohanim answered and said, It shall be tamei.

14 Then answered Chaggai, and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,
saithHASHEM; and so is everywork of their hands; and thatwhich they offer there is tamei
(unclean).

15And now, I pray you, consider from this yomand onward, frombefore an even (stone)
was laid upon an even (stone) in the Heikhal HASHEM;

16Since those yamimwere, when one came to a heap of grain of twentymeasures, there
were but ten; when one came to the wine vat for to draw out fifty vessels, there were but
twenty.

17 I struck youwith blight andwithmildew andwith hail in all the labors of your hands;
yet ye made not teshuvah to Me, saith HASHEM.

18Considernowfromthisyomandonward, fromthe fourand twentiethyomof theninth
month, even from the yom that the Yesod (Foundation) of the Heikhal HASHEM was laid,
consider it.

19 Is the seed still in the granary? As yet the gefen, and the [etz] te'enah, and the
pomegranate, and etz hazayit (olive tree), hath not brought forth. From this yom forthwill
I bless you.

20And again the Devar HASHEM came unto Chaggai in the four and twentieth yom of the
month, saying:

21 Speak to Zerubavel, Governor of Yehudah, saying, I will shake HaShomayim and
Ha'Aretz;

22 And I will overthrow the throne of mamlachot (kingdoms), and I will destroy the
chozek (strength) of the mamlachot HaGoyim; and I will overthrow the merkavot, and
those that ride in them; and the susim and their riders shall fall, every one by the cherev
(sword) of achiv.

23 In that yom, saith HASHEM Tzva'os, will I take thee, O Zerubavel ben Sh'altiel, Avdi (My
Servant),‡ saith HASHEM, and will make thee as a chotam (signet ring); for I have chosen
thee, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.

‡ 2:23 See Isa 52:13 for this Avdi—My Servant— as a reference which is ultimately related to Moshiach
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Zecharyah
1 In the chodesh hashmini (eighth month), in the shnat shtayim (second year) of

Daryavesh, came the Devar HASHEM unto Zecharyah ben Berechyah ben Iddo HaNavi,
saying,

2HASHEM hath been very angry with your avot.
3Therefore, say thou unto them:

Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Return ye untoMe, saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
and I will return to you,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
4Do not be like your avot,
unto whom the nevi'im harishonim preached,
saying: Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Turn ye now from your evil ways,
and from your evil doings;
but they did not hear,
nor listen to Me, saith HASHEM.
5Your avot, where are they?
And the nevi'im, do they live hal'olam (forever)?
6But My devarim andMy chukkim,
which I commandedMy avadim hanevi'im,
did they not overtake your avot?
And theymade teshuvah and said,
Just as HASHEM Tzva'os determined to do unto us,
according to our ways, and according to our doings,
so hath He dealt with us.

7 Upon the four and twentieth yom of the eleventh chodesh, which is the chodesh
Shevat, in the shnat shtayim of Daryavesh,* came the Devar HASHEM unto Zecharyah, ben
Berechyah ben Iddo, HaNavi, saying,

8 I had avisionbyhalailah, and, hinei, aman ridingupona sus adom (a red-brownhorse),
andhe stoodamong themyrtles thatwere in thehollow; andbehindhim therewere susim:
red-brown, sorrel, and white.

9Then said I, O adoni, what are these? And themalach that spokewithme said untome,
I will show thee what these are.

10And the man that stood among the myrtles answered and said, These are they whom
HASHEM hath sent to patrol ha'aretz.

11And they reported to the Malach HASHEM that stood among the myrtles, and said, We
have patrolled ha'aretz, and, hinei, kol ha'aretz is quiet, and at peace.

12Then theMalachHASHEM answered and said, OHASHEMTzva'os, until whenwilt Thou
withhold mercy on Yerushalayim and on the towns of Yehudah, against which Thou hast
been angry these threescore and ten shanah?

13And HASHEM answered the Malach that spoke with me with devarim tovim and with
comforting words.

14 So themalach that communedwithme said untome, Preach, saying:

Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
I have been jealous for Yerushalayim
and for Tziyon with a kina gedolah (great jealousy).
15And I am very angry with the Goyim that are [self] secure;
for I was but a little angry,
and they added to the ra'ah.
16Therefore thus saith HASHEM:
I am returning to Yerushalayimwith rachamim;
My Beis† shall be rebuilt in her,‡
saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
and ameasuring line shall be stretched forth upon Yerushalayim.

* 1:7 519 B.C.E. † 1:16Hamikdash ‡ 1:16 Yerushalayim
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17Preach also, saying:
Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
My towns will overflowwith tov;
and HASHEM shall yet comfort Tziyon,
and shall yet choose Yerushalayim.

2
1Then I lifted upmine eyes, and saw, and hinei four keranot (horns, powers)!*
2And I said unto the malach that spoke with me, What are these? And he answeredme,

These are the keranot which have scattered Yehudah, Yisroel, and Yerushalayim.
3And HASHEM showedme arba'ah charashim (four craftsmen).
4Then said I,What come these to do? And he spoke, saying, These are the keranotwhich

have scatteredYehudah, so that nomandid lift uphis head; but these [craftsmen] are come
to terrify them, to throwdown the karnot haGoyim,which liftedup their keren (horn) over
Eretz Yehudah to scatter her.

5 I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and, hinei, a man with a measuring line in his
hand!

6 Then said I: Whither goest thou? And he said unto me: To measure Yerushalayim, to
see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.

7And, hinei, themalach that spokewithmewent forth, and anothermalachwent out to
meet him,

8And said unto him: Run, speak to this na'ar (youngman)† saying:

Yerushalayim shall be inhabited like unwalled cities
because of themultitude of men and cattle therein;
9For I, saith HASHEM,
will be unto her a chomat eish (wall of fire) round about,
and will be the kavod in themidst of her.
10Come, come, and flee
out of the Eretz Tzafon, saith HASHEM;
for I have scattered you
like the Arbah Ruchot HaShomayim, saith HASHEM.
11Come, save thyself, O Tziyon,
thou that dwellest with the Bat Bavel.
12For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
After Kavod (Glory) sent me
unto the Goyimwho plundered you—
the one that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye—
13Hineni, I will surely raise Mine hand against them,
and they shall be plunder to their avadim;
and ye shall know that HASHEM Tzva'os hath sent me.
14 Sing and rejoice, O Bat Tziyon;
for, hineni, I will come,
and I will dwell in themidst of thee, saith HASHEM.
15And Goyim rabbim shall be joined to HASHEM in YomHaHu (that day),
and shall be Ami (My People):
and I will dwell in themidst of thee,
and thou shalt know that HASHEM Tzva'os hath sent me unto thee.
16And HASHEM shall inherit Yehudah as His chelek
in the Admat HaKodesh (Holy Land),
and shall choose Yerushalayim again.

17Be silent, Kol Basar, before HASHEM;
for He has roused Himself fromHis Ma'on Kadosh (holy habitation).

3
1Andhe* showedmeYehoshua theKohenHaGadol standingbefore theMalachHASHEM,

and HaSatan standing at his right hand to accuse him.

* 2:1 i.e., empires; see Daniel chapters 2 and 7 † 2:8 i.e. see 2:5 * 3:1 the malach
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2 And HASHEM said unto HaSatan, HASHEM rebuke thee, O HaSatan; even HASHEM that
hath chosen Yerushalayim rebuke thee. Is not this a brand, a burning stick, snatched out
of the eish?

3Now Yehoshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before themalach.
4 And he† answered and spoke unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away

the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, See, I have taken away thine
avon (iniquity, guilt) from thee, and I will clothe thee with machalatzot (extra fine, white
clothing).

5And I said, Let them set a tzanif tahor (clean turban),‡uponhis head. So they set a tzanif
tahor upon his head, and clothed himwith garments. And theMalach HASHEM stood by.

6And theMalach HASHEM testified unto Yehoshua, saying:
7Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
If thou shalt walk inMyways,
and if thou shalt keepMy charge,
then thou shalt also judgeMy Beis,§
and shalt also keepMy courts,
and I will give thee ways
to walk among these standing here.
8Hear now, O Yehoshua the Kohen HaGadol,
thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee,
for they are Anshei Mofet (men of portent);
for, hinei, I will bring forth Avdi Tzemach (My Servant, the Branch).*
9For hinei the even (stone) that I have set before Yehoshua;
upon one even (stone) shall be shivah einayim (seven eyes);
hineni, I will engrave the inscription thereof,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
and I will remove the avon (iniquity, guilt) of that land
in Yom Echad.
10 In YomHaHu,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
shall ye invite everyman his neighbor
under the vine and under the fig tree.

4
1 And the malach that spoke with me returned, and awakened me, like a man that is

wakened out of his sleep.
2And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and hinei a menorat

zahav, solid gold, with an oil vessel upon the top of it, and shivah nerot (lamps) thereon,
and shivah tubes to the shivah nerot (lamps), which are upon the top thereof:

3And two zeytim (olive trees) by it, one upon the right side of the oil vessel, and the other
upon the left side thereof.

4 So I answered and spoke to the malach that spoke with me, saying, What are these,
adoni?

5 Then the malach that spoke with me answered and said unto me, Knowest thou not
what these be? And I said, Lo (no), adoni.

6 Then he answered and spoke unto me, saying, This is the Devar HASHEM unto
Zerubavel, saying:

Not bymight, nor by ko'ach (power),
but byMy Ruach,* saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
7Who art thou, O har hagadol (greatmountain), before Zerubavel?
Thou shalt become a plain;
and he shall bring forth the even haroshah (cornerstone) thereof with shoutings, crying,
Chen, chen (Grace, grace) unto it.

8Moreover the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying:
9The hands of Zerubavel have laid the Yesod (foundation) of this Beis;†

† 3:4 the malach ‡ 3:5 mitznefet, Ex 28:4 § 3:7 Hamikdash * 3:8 i.e., Moshiach Ben Dovid Yehoshua, see
Jer 23:5; 30:9; 33:15; Ezra 3:8; Zech 6:11-12; Mt 2:23; Isa 4:2; 9:2-7; 11:1-12; 53:2,11; Moshiach the new “Joshua” Isa 49:8
* 4:6Hakodesh † 4:9HaMikdash



ZECHARYAH 4:10 1040 ZECHARYAH 6:1

his hands shall also finish it;
then thou shalt know that HASHEM Tzva'os
hath sent me unto you.
10For who hath despised
the Yom Ketannot (day of small things)?
For they shall have simcha, and shall see
the plumb line in the hand of Zerubavel
with these shivah; they are the eyes of HASHEM,
which run to and fro throughout kol ha'aretz.

11Then I replied by asking him,What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the
menorah and upon the left side thereof?

12And Iaskedagain, andsaiduntohim,Whatare these twobranchesof thezeytimwhich
through the two golden sprouts pour the gold-colored oil out of themselves?

13And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, Lo (no),
adoni.

14 Then said he, These are the two bnei hayitzhar (sons of oil), that stand by Adon Kol
Ha'aretz.‡

5
1Then I turned, and lifted upmine eyes, and looked, and hinei a megillah flying!
2 And he said unto me: What seest thou? And I answered: I see a megillah flying; the

length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits.
3Then said he untome:

This is ha'alah (the curse) that goeth forth
over the face of kol ha'aretz;
for every ganav that stealeth
shall be purged out* according to what it says on one side of themegillah;
and every perjurer that sweareth falsely
shall be purged out according to what it says on the other side.†
4 I will send it‡ forth, saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
and it shall enter into the bais haganav,
and into the bais of him that sweareth falsely biShmi (byMyName);
and it§ shall remain inside his bais,
and shall destroy it
with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.

5Then themalach that spokewithme came forward, and said untome, Lift upnow thine
eyes, and see what is this that cometh into view.

6And I said, What is it? And he said, This is the eifah (measuring basket) going out. He
said moreover, This is their* appearance throughout kol ha'aretz.

7And, hinei, there was lifted up a lead cover; and there was an isha (woman) yoshevet
(sitting) inside the eifah (measuring basket)!

8 And he said, This is HaRishah (The Wickedness). And he pushed her inside the eifah;
and he pushed the lead cover over themouth of the eifah.

9 Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, hinei, there came forth two nashim
(women), and the ruach (wind) was in their kenafayim (wings); for they had kenafayim
(wings) like the kenafayim of a stork: and they lifted up the eifah between ha'aretz and
HaShomayim.

10Then said I to themalach that spoke withme,Whither are these taking the eifah?
11Andhe said untome, To build it a bais† in Eretz Shinar (Babylon); and it shall be placed

there and set upon its own base.

6
1 And I looked again, and lifted up mine eyes, and, hinei, there came arbah merkavot

(four chariots) and they were coming out from between two harim (mountains); and the
harimwere harim of nechoshet (bronze).

‡ 4:14 T.N. See Mal 3:1 where Moshiach is referred to similarly * 5:3 i.e., banished † 5:3 Ex 20:7,15 ‡ 5:4

ha'alah, the curse § 5:4 ha'alah * 5:6 i.e., that of ganavim and perjurors † 5:11 i.e., ziggurat
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2 In the merkavah harishonah were red-brown susim; and in the merkavah hashenit
susim shechorim (black horses);

3 And in the merkavah hashlishit susim levanim (white horses); and in the merkavah
harevi'it speckled, powerful susim.

4Then I answered and said unto themalach that spoke withme,What are these, adoni?
5And the malach answered and said unto me, These are the arba ruchot HaShomayim,

which go forth from standing before Adon Kol HaAretz.*
6The onewith the susim shechorim (black horses) go forth toward the eretz tzafon (land

of the north); and the levanim (white ones) go forth after them; and the speckled go forth
toward the eretz hateyman (land of the south).

7 And the powerful ones went forth, and strained to go around to and fro throughout
ha'aretz; and He said, Get you hence, go to and fro throughout ha'aretz. So they went to
and fro throughout ha'aretz.

8Then called He to me, and spoke unto me, saying: Look, these that go toward the eretz
tzafon have given rest to My Ruach† in the eretz tzafon.

9And the Devar HASHEM came untome, saying,
10 Take of them of the Golus, even of Cheldai, of Toviyah, and of Yedayah, which have

arrived from Babylon, and thou go into the bais of Yoshiyah ben Tzephanyah;
11 Then take kesef and zahav, and make atarot (crowns), and set them upon the rosh

Yehoshua ben Yehotzadak, the Kohen HaGadol,
12And speak unto him, saying:

Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Hinei Ish, TZEMACH Shmo;‡
and out of his place yitzmach (he [Moshiach] shall sprout up),§
and he shall build the Heikhal HASHEM.
13 It is he who shall build the Heikhal HASHEM;
and he shall carry hod (majesty),
and shall sit and rule upon his throne;
and he shall be a kohen* upon his throne;
and the atzat shalom (counsel of peace) shall be between them both.
14And the atarot (crowns) shall be to Chelem, and to Toviyah,
and to Yedayah, and to Chen ben Tzephanyah,
for a memorial in the Heikhal HASHEM.

15And they that are far off shall come
and build the Heikhal HASHEM,
and ye shall know that HASHEM Tzva'os
hath sent me unto you.
And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey
the kol (voice)HASHEM Eloheichem.

7
1And it came to pass in the shnat arba of Daryavesh HaMelech, that the Devar HASHEM

came unto Zecharyah in the fourth of the chodesh hateshi'i (ninthmonth), even in Kislev;
2And Beit-El had sent Sar-Etzer and Regem-Melech, and theirmen, tomake entreaty for

favor before HASHEM,
3 And to speak unto the kohanim which were in the Beis HASHEM Tzva'os, and to the

nevi'im, saying, Should Imourn in the fifthmonth, hinnazer (separatingmyself by fasting),
as I have done these somany shanim?

4Then came the Devar HASHEM Tzva'os untome, saying,
5 Speak unto kol Am Ha'Aretz, and to the kohanim, saying, When ye did a tzom and

mourned in the fifth and seventh, even these past shivim shanah, did ye at all fast the tzom
untoMe, even to Me?

6And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not ye eat for yourselves, and drink
for yourselves?

* 6:5 T.N. See Mal 3:1 where Moshiach is referred to similarly † 6:8 HaKodesh ‡ 6:12 Yehoshua is said to be
the namesake of the comingMoshiach Ben Dovid; see Ezra 3:8 for the Aramaic translation of Yehoshuaʼs name, Yeshua;
see Jer 23:5; 30:9; 33:15; Ezra 3:8; Zech 3:8; Mt 2:23; Isa 4:2; 9:2-7; 11:1-12; 53:2,11; Moshiach the new “Joshua” Isa 49:8
§ 6:12 Isa 53:2 * 6:13 Ps 110:4
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7 Should ye not hear the devarim which HASHEM hath preached by the nevi'im haris-
honim,when Yerushalayimwas inhabited and at ease, and the towns thereof round about
her, whenmen inhabited the Negev and the Shefelah?

8And the Devar HASHEM came unto Zecharyah, saying:
9Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os, saying:
Administer mishpat emes.
And let everyman show chesed and rachamim to his brother;
10And oppress not the almanah, nor the yetomim,
the ger, nor the aniyim;
and let none of you imagine ra'ah
against his brother in your lev.
11But they refused to heed,
and stubbornly stiffened their shoulders,
stopped up their oznayim, that they not hear.
12Yea, theymade their hearts as shamir (diamond),*
and would not yield inmishma'at (obedience) to the Torah and the devarim
which HASHEM Tzva'os hath sent by His Ruach†
through the hand of the nevi'im harishonim;
therefore came a ketzef gadol (great wrath) fromHASHEM Tzva'os.
13Therefore it is come to pass,
that as He‡ called, and they would not hear;
so they called, and I would not hear,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
14But I dispersed themwith a whirlwind
among kol HaGoyimwhich they had not known.
Thus HaAretz was desolate after them,
that noman passed through nor returned;
for they laid the Eretz Chemdat§(Desired Land) desolate.

8
1Again the Devar HASHEM Tzva'os came tome, saying:

2Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
I am jealous for Tziyon with kina gedolah (great jealousy)
and I am jealous for her with chemah gedolah (great fury).
3Thus saith HASHEM:
I will return unto Tziyon,
and will dwell in themidst of Yerushalayim;
and Yerushalayim shall be called Ir HaEmes;
and Har HASHEM Tzva'os, Har HaKodesh.
4Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Zekenim and zekenot shall yet dwell in the rechovot of Yerushalayim,
and everymanwith his staff in his handme'rov yamim (because of many days).*
5And the rechovot of the city
shall be full of yeladim and yeladot
playing in the rechovot thereof.
6Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
If it be marvellous in the eyes
of the she'erit HaAmHaZeh in those days,
should it also bemarvellous in Mine eyes?
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
7Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Hineni, I will saveMy people from the eretz mizrach (land of the east),
and from the eretz of the setting sun;
8And I will bring them,
and they shall dwell in themidst of Yerushalayim;
and they shall be My people,
and I will be their G-d,

* 7:12 i.e., hard as shamir † 7:12Hakodesh ‡ 7:13HASHEM § 7:14 Jer 3:19 * 8:4 i.e., old age
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in emes and in tzedakah.

9Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these
devarimby themouthof thenevi'im, on theyomthat theYesodof theBeisHASHEMTzava'os
was laid, the Heikhal, that it may be built.

10 For before these days there was no sachar for man, nor any sachar for beast; neither
was there any shalom to him that went out or came in because of the tzar (oppressor); for
I set all men every one against his neighbor.

11ButnowIwill notbeunto the she'eritHaAmHaZehas in the formerdays, saithHASHEM
Tzva'os.

12For the zera is of shalom;
the gefen shall yield her fruit,
and ha'aretz shall give her increase,
and HaShomayim shall give their tal;
and I will cause the she'erit HaAmHaZeh
to possess all these things for a nachalah.
13And it shall come to pass,
that as ye were a kelalah (curse) among the Goyim,
O Bais Yehudah, and Bais Yisroel;
so will I save you,
and ye shall be a brocha;
fear not, but let your hands be strong.
14For thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
As I determined to bring rah on you,
when your avot provokedMe to wrath,
saith HASHEM Tzava'os,
and I relented not with rachamim:
15 So again have I determined in these days
to do good unto Yerushalayim and to Bais Yehudah;
fear ye not.
16These are the things that ye must do:
Speak ye everyman emes to his neighbor;
execute the judgment of mishpat shalom
in your she'arim (gates, courts);
17And let none of you imagine ra'ah
in your levavot against his neighbor;
and love no shevuat sheker (false oath);
for all these are things that I hate,
saith HASHEM.

18And the Devar HASHEM Tzva'os came untome, saying:
19 Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os: The tzom of the fourth month, and the tzom of the fifth,

and the tzom of the seventh, and the tzom of the tenth, shall be to the Bais Yehudah for
sasson and simcha, andmo'adim tovim; therefore love emes and shalom.

20Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
It shall yet come to pass,
that there shall come amim (nations),
and the inhabitants of many cities;
21And the inhabitants of one city
shall go to another, saying:
Let us go speedily to make entreaty before HASHEM,
and to seek HASHEM Tzva'os.
I myself am going.
22Yea, amim rabbim and Goyim powerful shall come
to seek HASHEM Tzva'os in Yerushalayim,
and to daven before HASHEM.
23Thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
In those days it shall come to pass,
that asarah anashim (tenmen)
out of kol leshonot HaGoyim (all the tongues of the nations) shall take hold,
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even take hold of the hem of the robe of a Yehudi (Jew),
saying: Let us go with you;
for we have heard that Elohim is with you.

9
1The burden of the Devar HASHEM

against Eretz Chadrakh,
and Damascus its menuchah (resting place);
for toward HASHEM shall be the eyes of man
as of Kol Shivtei Yisroel (all the tribes of Israel).
2And Chamat at its border;
Tzor and Tzidon, though it be very wise.
3And Tzor did build herself a matzor (stronghold),
and heaped up kesef like the dust,
and fine gold like themire of the streets.
4Hinei, Adonoi will cause it to be taken,
and Hewill strike her power on the yam;
and she shall be devoured with eish.
5Ashkelon shall see it, and fear;
Azah (Gaza) also shall see it,
and tremble greatly,
and Ekron; for her hope shall be put to shame;
andMelech shall perish out of Azah (Gaza),
and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited.
6Andmamzer shall dwell in Ashdod,
and I will cut off the ga'on (pride) of the Pelishtim (Philistines).
7And I will take away his dahm out of his mouth,
and his abominations from between his teeth;
but he will also remain to Eloheinu,
and he shall be as a tribe prince in Yehudah,
and Ekron like the Yevusi (Jebusite).
8And I will encamp about Mine Bais against military power,
because of him that goes maurading to and fro;
and no oppressor shall pass through them anymore;
for now I am keeping watch withMine eyes.
9Rejoice greatly, O Bat Tziyon;
shout, O Bat Yerushalayim;
hinei, thyMelech cometh unto thee,
tzaddik, and having Salvation;
ani (lowly, meek), and riding upon a chamor,
even upon a colt the foal of a donkey.*
10And I will cut off the chariot from Ephrayim,
and the war horse from Yerushalayim,
and the battle bow shall be cut off.
He shall proclaim shalom unto the Goyim;
and His† dominion shall be from yam even to yam,
and from the‡ River even to the ends of ha'aretz.
11As for thee also, by the dahm of thy Brit
I release thy prisoners
out of the pit wherein is nomayim.§
12Return to the stronghold,
ye prisoners of tikvah (hope);
even today do I proclaim
that I will repay double unto thee;
13 I will bend Yehudah as I bendMy keshet (bow),
fill it with Ephrayim,
and I will rouse thy banim, O Tziyon,
against thy banim, O Yavan (Greece),

* 9:9Mt 21:5; Yn 12:15 † 9:10Moshiachʼs ‡ 9:10 Euphrates § 9:11 T.N. Notice the blood of the Covenant is
essential to Israelʼs Orthodox faith
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andmake thee like the cherev (sword) of a gibbor (mightyman).
14And HASHEM shall be seen over them,
and his arrow shall go forth as the lightning;
and Adonoi HASHEM shall sound the shofar,
and shall march forth with storms of the south.
15HASHEM Tzva'os shall shield them;
and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones;
and they shall drink, and shall roar as through yayin;
and they shall be full like a bowl,
like the corners of themizbe'ach.
16And HASHEM Eloheihem shall save them in YomHaHu
as the tzon of His people;
for they shall be as the jewels of a crown,
sparkling in His land.
17For how great is its goodness,
and how great is its beauty!
Grain shall make the bochurim thrive,
and tirosh, the betulot.

10
1Ask ye of HASHEM rain in the time of the latter rain;
fromHASHEMwhomakes the storm clouds,
and gives them showers of rain,
to every one esev* in the sadeh.
2For the terafim (idols) have spoken aven (deceit, nothing),
and the diviners† envision sheker,
and have told false chalomot (dreams);
hevel is their comfort;
therefore the people wander like sheep,
oppressed for lack of a ro'eh (shepherd).
3Mine anger was kindled against the ro'im (shepherds),
and I punished the attudim (he-goats, leaders);
for HASHEM Tzva'os hath visited His eder (flock),
Bais Yehudah,
and hathmade them like His majestic war horse.
4From him‡will come forth the Pinnah (Cornerstone),§
from him, the Yated (Tent Peg),*
from him, the Keshet Milchamah (battle bow),†
from him every ruler.
5Together they‡ shall be like gibborim,
which tread down their enemies in themire of the streets in themilchamah;
and they shall fight, because HASHEM is with them,
and they shall overthrow the riders on susim.
6And I will strengthen the Bais Yehudah,
and I will save the Bais Yosef,
and I will restore them; for I have rachamim upon them;
and they shall be as though I had not rejected them;
for I amHASHEM Eloheihem, and I will answer them.
7And they of Ephrayim shall be like a gibbor (mightyman),
and their lev shall have simcha as through yayin;
yea, their banim shall see, and have simcha,
and their lev shall rejoice in HASHEM.
8 I will whistle for them, and I will gather them in;
for I have redeemed them;
and they shall multiply as they havemultiplied.
9And I will sow them among the peoples;

* 10:1 Gn 1:12 † 10:2 i.e., fortune tellers ‡ 10:4 Yehudah § 10:4 i.e., Moshiach, Isa 28:16; Gn 49:10 * 10:4
support, i.e. leader of the people, Isa 22:23-24 † 10:4 Ps 45:5 ‡ 10:5 Bais Yehudah, (10:3)
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and they shall rememberMe in far countries;
and they shall survive and live with their banim,
and they will return.
10 I will bring them back again also out of Eretz Mitzrayim,
and gather them out of Assyria;
and I will bring them into the Eretz Gil'ad and Levanon;
until nomore room shall be found for them.
11And He§ shall pass through the yam of tzarah,
and shall strike the waves in the yam,
and all the depths of the Nile shall dry up;
and the ga'on (pride) of Assyria shall be cast down,
and the shevet (scepter)* of Mitzrayim shall depart.
12And I will strengthen them† in HASHEM;
and they shall walk in Shmo (His Name), saith HASHEM.

11
1Open thy delatot (gates), O Levanon,
that the eish (fire)may devour thy cedars.
2Wail, O cypress, for the cedar is fallen;
the mighty is despoiled;
wail, O ye oaks of Bashan;
for the dense forest is toppled.
3Hear the sound of the wailing of the ro'im (shepherds);
for their glory is destroyed;
the sound of the roaring of young lions;
for the ga'on of the Yarden (Jordan) is laid waste.

4 Thus HASHEM Elohai said: Shepherd the tzon haharegah (the flock marked for slaugh-
ter);

5Whose buyers slaughter them, and hold themselves not guilty; and they that sell them
say, BaruchHASHEM, I have become rich! And their own ro'im (shepherds) spare themnot.

6Norwill I anymore pity the yoshvei ha'aretz (the inhabitants of the land), saithHASHEM;
and hinei, I will deliver themen every one into his neighborʼs hand, and into the power of
his melech; and they shall strike ha'aretz, and out of their hand I will not deliver them.

7 So I did shepherd the tzon haharegah (the flock marked for slaughter), even aniyei
hatzon (the poor of the flock). And I took untome twomaklot (staffs); the one I calledNo'am
(gracious care), and the other I called Chovelim (bindings);* and I did shepherd the tzon
(flock).

8Shloshet haro'im (threeof the shepherds)also I disposedof in onemonth; andmynefesh
wearied of them, and their nefesh also abhorredme.

9Then said I, I will not shepherd you; that which dieth, let it die; and that which is to be
cut off, let it be cut off; and let those that are left eat every one the basar of another.

10And I tookmy staff, evenNo'am, and I broke it asunder, breaking offmyBrit (covenant)
which I hadmade with kol ha'amim (all the peoples).

11And it was broken on that day; and so the aniyei hatzon (poor of the flock), who were
the shomrim giving heed to me, perceived that this was the Devar HASHEM.

12And I said unto them, If ye think tov, give memy sachar (price); and if not, refrain. So
they weighed out for my sachar (price) shloshim kesef (thirty pieces of silver).

13AndHASHEMsaiduntome, Throw it unto the yotzer (potter); themagnificent price that
I was priced of them. So I took the shloshim hakesef, and threw them to the yotzer (potter)
in the Beis HASHEM.†

14Then I brokemy second staff, called Chovelim, breaking off the achavah (brotherhood)
between Yehudah and Yisroel.

15And HASHEM said unto me, Take unto thee yet the keli (implements) of a foolish ro'eh
(shepherd).

16For, hinei, I will raise up a ro'eh in ha'aretz, which shall not care for the dying, nor look
for the na'ar (young one), nor heal that which is injured, nor feed the healthy; but he shall
eat the basar of the choice, and tear off their hooves.

§ 10:11HASHEM * 10:11 i.e., power † 10:12 Ephrayim (10:7) * 11:7 of union, cf.11:14 † 11:13 Ex 21:32; Mt
26:14-15; 27:3-10; Ac 1:18-19
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17Hoy (woe) to the worthless ro'eh (shepherd)
that deserteth the tzon!
May the cherev (sword) be upon his zero'a (arm),
and upon his right eye;
let his zero'a wither away,
and his right eye be utterly extinguished.

12
1The burden of the Devar HASHEM concerning Yisroel:

Saith HASHEM, who stretcheth forth Shomayim, and layeth the yesod aretz, and formeth
the ruach adamwithin him.

2 Hinei, I will make Yerushalayim a cup of reeling unto kol ha'amim (all the peoples)
round about, when they shall be in the siege both against Yehudah and against Yerusha-
layim.

3And on YomHaHuwill I make Yerushalayim an evenma'amasah (a burdensome stone)
for kol ha'amim: all that burden themselveswith it* shall be cut in pieces, thoughkolGoyei
Ha'Aretz be gathered together against her.

4 In Yom HaHu, saith HASHEM, I will strike every sus with panic, and his rider with
madness; and I will open mine eyes upon the Bais Yehudah, and will strike every sus of
the people with blindness.

5 And the Aluphei Yehudah (leaders of Yehudah) shall say in their lev, The yoshvei
Yerushalayim aremy strength in HASHEM Tzva'os Eloheihem.

6 In Yom HaHu will I make the Aluphei Yehudah like a fire pot in the woods, and like a
torch of eish in the omer (sheaves); and they shall devour kol haAm round about, on the
right hand and on the left; and Yerushalayim shall be inhabited again in her own site, even
in Yerushalayim.

7HASHEM also shall save the oholei Yehudah (tents of Yehudah) first, that the glory of the
Bais Dovid and the glory of the inhabitants of Yerushalayim do not magnify themselves
against Yehudah.

8 In Yom Hahu shall HASHEM defend the inhabitants of Yerushalayim; and he that is
feeble among them in Yom Hahu shall be like Dovid; and the Bais Dovid shall be like
Elohim, like theMalach HASHEM before them.

9 And it shall come to pass in Yom Hahu, that I will seek to destroy kol HaGoyim that
attack Yerushalayim.

10And I will pour upon the Bais Dovid, and upon the inhabitants of Yerushalayim, the
Ruach (Spirit) of Chen (grace) and of Tachanunim (supplications for favor); and they shall
look uponMe whom they have pierced,† and they shall mourn for Him (Moshiach) as one
mourneth for his yachid (only son), and shall grieve in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his bechor (firstborn).

11 In Yom Hahu shall there be a great mourning in Yerushalayim, as the mourning of
Hadad-Rimmon in the valley of Megiddo.

12Andha'aretz shallmourn, allmishpochot apart; themishpachat Bais Dovid apart, and
their wives apart; the mishpachat Bais Natan apart, and their wives apart;‡

13Themishpachat Bais Levi apart, and their wives apart; the mishpachat Shime'i apart,
and their wives apart;§

14All the mishpochot that remain, all mishpochot apart, and their wives apart.

13
1 In Yom HaHu there shall be a makor (fountain)* opened to the Bais Dovid and to the

inhabitants of Yerushalayim for sin and for niddah (impurity).†
2And inYomHaHu it shall come topass, saithHASHEMTzva'os, that Iwill cutoff the shmot

(names) of the atzabim (idols) out of ha'aretz, and they shall nomore be remembered; and
also I will cause the nevi'im and the ruach hatum'ah (unclean spirit) to pass from ha'aretz.

3And it shall come topass, that if any shall still prophesy, thenhis av andhis em that bore
him shall say unto him, Thou shalt not live; for thou speakest sheker b'ShemHASHEM; and
his av and his em that bore him shall thrust him through‡when he prophesieth.

* 12:3 i.e., try to lift it † 12:10 dakar, “pierce through” cf. Isa 53:5; Targum HaShivim Ps 22:17 ‡ 12:12 2Sm 5:14
§ 12:13Num3:17-18,21 * 13:1 See Ps 36:9 [10] † 13:1 i.e., used figuratively but refers especially to untouchability
of women duringmenstruation and other kinds of uncleanness ‡ 13:3 dakar, 12:10
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4And in Yom HaHu it shall come to pass, that the nevi'im shall be ashamed, every one
of his chizzayon (vision, revelation), when he hath prophesied; neither shall they wear an
adderet se'ar (garment of hair, hairymantle) to deceive;

5But he shall say, I am no navi, I am an ish oved adamah (a manwhoworks the soil); for
land I owned frommy youth.

6And if one shall say unto him, What are these makkot (strokes, marks of strokes, scars,
wounds) between thine hands? Then he shall answer, Thosewithwhich I waswounded in
the bais of my friends.

7Awake, O Cherev (sword), against My Ro'eh,§
against the Gever (man) that is My Amit (fellow, intimate companion, associate),
saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
strike the Ro'eh (shepherd), and the Tzon (sheep, flock) shall be scattered;
and I will turnMine hand upon the tzo'arim (little ones);*
8And it shall come to pass, that in kol ha'aretz, saith HASHEM,
two-thirds therein shall be cut off and die;
but one-third shall remain therein.
9And I will bring the one-third through the eish,
and will refine them as kesef is refined,
and will test them as zahav is tested;
they shall call biShmi (onMyName), and I will hear them;
I will say: This is My people;
and they shall say: HASHEM is Elohai.

14
1Hinei, a day cometh for HASHEM, when the plunder taken from thee shall among thee

be divided.
2 For I will gather kol HaGoyim against Yerushalayim for milchamah (battle, war); and

HaIr (the city, Yerushalayim) shall be taken, and the batim (houses) plundered, and the
women ravished; and half of HaIr shall go forth into the Golus (exile), and the rest of the
people shall not be cut off fromHaIr.

3Then shall HASHEM go forth, andfight against thoseGoyim, asHefights in the YomKrav
(day of battle).

4And in Yom HaHu, His raglayim (feet)* shall stand upon the Mount of Olives, which is
east of Yerushalayim, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a
gey gedolahme'od (a very great valley), with half of themountainmoving to the north, and
half of it to the south.

5And ye shall flee to the gey (valley) in the mountains; for the gey (valley) of the harim
(mountains) shall extend unto Atzel; yea, ye shall flee, just as ye fled frombefore the ra'ash
(earthquake) in the days of Uziyah Melech Yehudah; and HASHEM Elohai shall come, and
kol Kedoshim (all the holy ones)with Thee.†

6And it shall come to pass in YomHaHu, that there shall no longer be cold or frost:
7But it shall be YomEchad, known toHASHEM,with no Yom, nor Lailah; but it shall come

to pass, that at erev it shall be ohr.
8 And it shall be in Yom HaHu, that mayim chayyim (living waters) shall go out from

Yerushalayim; half toward the eastern sea,‡ and half toward the western sea;§ in kayitz
(summer) and in khoref (winter) shall it be.

9And HASHEM shall be Melech Al Kol HaAretz (King over all the earth); in Yom HaHu (in
that day) shall HASHEM be echad, and Shmo Echad.

10 And kol ha'aretz shall be made like the Aravah from Geva to Rimmon in the Negev.
Yerushalayim shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Sha'ar Binyamin unto
the place of the Sha'ar Harishon (the first gate), unto the Corner Gate; and from theMigdal
Chanan'el unto the kingʼs wine presses.

11Andmen shall inhabit her, and there shall be nomore cherem (utter destruction, holy
war); but Yerushalayim shall be inhabited labetach (in confidence, security).

12And this shall be themagefah (plague)*wherewithHASHEMwill strike kol ha'amim (all
the peoples) that have fought against Yerushalayim; their basar shall rot while they stand

§ 13:7 shepherd, i.e. Moshiach, see Isa 40:11; Ezek 34:23,24; 37:24 * 13:7 See Zech 11:7; Mt 26:31,56 * 14:4 See

Ac 1:11-12 † 14:5 See Dan 7:13-14 ‡ 14:8 i.e., Dead Sea § 14:8 i.e., Mediterranean Sea * 14:12 produced by
HASHEM
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upon their feet, and their eyes shall rot in their sockets, and their tongue shall rot in their
mouth.

13 And in Yom HaHu it shall come to pass, that there shall be among them a mehumat
HASHEM(a panic from HASHEM), and they shall seize every one the hand of his neighbor,
and the hand of each shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.

14And Yehudah also shall fight at Yerushalayim; and the wealth of kol HaGoyim round
about shall be gathered together, zahav, and kesef, and apparel, in great abundance.

15And so shall be themagefat hasus (plague on the horse), on themule, on the camel, and
on the donkey, and on all the beasts that shall be in those camps, like thismagefah (plague).

16 And it shall come to pass, that all who are left of kol HaGoyim which came against
Yerushalayim shall even go up from year to year to worship HaMelech, HASHEM Tzva'os,
and to keep Chag HaSukkot.

17And it shall be, thatwhosoeverwill notmake this aliyah from themishpekhot ha'aretz
unto Yerushalayim to worship HaMelech, HASHEM Tzva'os, even upon them shall be no
geshem (rain).

18 And if the mishpakhat Mitzrayim go not up, and come not, upon them shall fall the
magefah (plague)wherewith HASHEMwill strike the Goyim that come not up to keep Chag
HaSukkot.

19 This shall be the punishment of Mitzrayim, and the punishment of kol HaGoyim that
come not up to keep Chag HaSukkot.

20 In Yom HaHu shall there be upon the metzillot (bells) of the susim, KODESH L'HASHEM;
and the sirot (cooking pots) in the Beis HASHEM shall be like the mizrakim (libation bowls)
before themizbe'ach.

21Yea, every siyr (pot) inYerushalayimand inYehudahshall beKODESHL'HASHEMTZVA'OS:
and all the zovechim (the ones sacrificing) shall come and take of them, and they shall cook
in them; and in Yom HaHu there shall be no more Kena'ani (Canaanite, merchant)† in the
Beis HASHEM Tzva'os.

† 14:21 SeeMt 21:12-13; Mk 11:15-18
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Malachi
1The burden of the Devar HASHEM to Yisroel byMalachi.

2 I have loved you, saith HASHEM.
Yet ye say: Wherein hast Thou loved us?
Was not Esav Ya'akovʼs brother? saith HASHEM;
yet I loved Ya'akov,
3But I hated Esav,
and his mountains and his nachalah I laid waste
into wasteland for the jackals of themidbar.
4Whereas Edom saith:
We are dashed to pieces,
but we will return and rebuild the ruins;
thus saith HASHEM Tzva'os:
Theymay build, but I will throw down;
and they shall call them, Gevul Rishah (territory of wickedness),
and the people against whomHASHEM hath indignation ad olam (for ever).
5And your eyes shall see,
and ye shall say:
HASHEM is gadol (great) even beyond the Gevul Yisroel.
6A ben honoreth his av,
and an eved his adon;
if then I be an Av,
where is Mine honor?
And if I be Adonim,
where is My reverence?
saith HASHEM Tzva'os unto you, O kohanim,
that despise My Name.
But ye say: Wherein have we despised Thy name?
7Ye offer lechemmego'al (defiled food) uponMinemizbe'ach;
and ye say: Wherein have we defiled Thee?
In that ye say: The shulchan of HASHEM is to be despised.
8Andwhen ye offer the blind animal for sacrifice,
is it not rah?
Andwhen ye offer the lame and diseased,
is it not rah?
Offer it now unto thy governor;
will he be pleased with thee,
or receive thee?
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
9And now, I pray you, beseech G-d
that He will be gracious unto us;
with such offerings from your hand,
will He receive you?
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
10Who is there even among you that would shut the dlatayim of the Beis Hamikdash
so that eish would not be kindled onMinemizbe'ach in vain?
There is no chefetz (pleasure) to Mewith you,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
neither will I accept a minchah at your hand.
11For from the rising of the shemesh even unto the going down of the same
My name shall be gadol among the Goyim;
and in every place incense shall be offered untoMy name,
and aminchah tehorah;
for My name shall be gadol among the Goyim,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
12But ye have committed chillul HASHEM(desecration of the Name), in that ye say:
The shulchan Adonoi is mego'al (defiled);
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and the fruit, even the food thereof, is contemptible.
13Ye said also: Hinei, what a burden it is!
And ye have sniffed scornfully at it,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os;
and ye brought that which was injured,
and the lame, and the diseased;
thus ye brought a minchah;
should I accept this of your hand?
saith HASHEM.
14But cursed be the nokhel (cheat, swindler, charlatan),
which hath in his flock amale,
and voweth, and sacrificeth unto HASHEM the one being blemished;
for I am aMelech Gadol,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
andMy name is to be feared among the Goyim.

2
1And now, O ye kohanim, this mitzvah is for you:

2 If ye will not hear,
and if ye will not take it to lev,
to give kavod untoMy name,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
I will even send ame'erah (curse) upon you,
and I will curse your brakhot; yea,
I have cursed them already,
because ye do not take it to lev.
3Hineni, I am rebuking your zera,
and I will spread dung upon your faces,
even the dung of your chagim;
and it will take you awaywith it.
4And ye shall have da'as
that I have sent this mitzvah unto you,
that My brit might continue with Levi,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
5My brit was with him of chayyim and shalom;
and I gave them to him
that hemight fear Me; so he fearedMe,
and stood in reverence before My name.
6Torat emes was in his mouth,
and iniquity was not found on his lips:
he walked withMe in shalom and yashrus,
and did turn rabbim (many) away from avon (iniquity).
7For the kohenʼs lips should preserve da'as,
and they should seek torah at his mouth:
for he is themalach HASHEM Tzva'os.
8But ye are departed out of HaDerech;
ye have caused rabbim to fall into amichshol (stumbling block) at the torah (teaching);
ye have corrupted the Brit of Levi,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
9Therefore have I also made you
contemptible and shefalim before kol HaAm
because ye have not been shomrim of darkhei of Me,
but have shown partiality in torah.
10Have we not all Av Echad?
Hath not El Echad created us?
Why do we commit chillul Brit Avoteinu
by everyman breaking faith with his brother?
11Yehudah hath broken faith,
and a toeva (abomination) is committed
in Yisroel and in Yerushalayim;
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for Yehudah hath committed chillul against
the Beis Hamikdash HASHEM loves,
bymarrying the bat el nekhar.
12May HASHEM cut off from the ohalim of Ya'akov theman that doeth this,
being awake and aware,
yet who offereth aminchah unto HASHEM Tzva'os.
13And this too have ye done,
covering themizbe'ach of HASHEMwith tears,
with weeping, and with crying out,
because that He regardeth not theminchah anymore,
nor receiveth it with ratzon (goodwill) at your hand.
14Yet ye say: Wherefore?
Because HASHEM hath been ed (witness)
between thee and the wife of thy youth,
against whom thou hast dealt treacherously, breaking faith:
yet is she thy chaveret,
and the wife of thy brit.
15And did not HASHEMmake echad?
And the remnant of the ruach is HASHEMʼs.
And why echad?
That Hemight seek zera Elohim.
Therefore be shomer of your ruach,
and let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth.
16For HASHEM Elohei Yisroel saith
that He hateth putting away:
for it covereth oneʼs garment with chamas (violence),
saith the HASHEM Tzva'os:
therefore, be shomer of your ruach,
that ye deal not treacherously, breaking faith.
17Ye have wearied HASHEMwith your devarim.
Yet ye say: Wherein have wewearied Him?
When ye say: Everyone that doeth rah
is tov in the sight of HASHEM,
and in themHASHEM finds chafetz;
or: Where is Elohei HaMishpat?

3
1Hineni, I will sendmalachi,
and he shall prepare the Derech before me:
and HaAdon (the L-rd) [Moshiach],* whom ye seek,
shall suddenly come to His Heikhal,
even theMalach HaBrit, in whom ye have chafetz (delight):
hinei, He is coming, saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
2But whomay abide the Yom Bo'o (day of His coming)?
Who shall stand when He appeareth?
For He is like a refinerʼs eish,
and like fullersʼ soap:
3And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of kesef;
and He shall purify the Bnei Levi,
and purge them as zahav and kesef,
that theymay offer unto HASHEM
an offering in tzedakah.
4Then shall the offering of Yehudah and Yerushalayim
be pleasing unto HASHEM,
as in the yamei olam (days of old),
and as in shanim kadmoniyyot (former years).
5And I will come near to you for mishpat;
and I will be a swift ed (witness)
against themekhashfim (sorcerers), and against themena'afim (adulterers),

* 3:1 Zech 4:14
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and against false swearers,
and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages,
the almanah (widow), and the fatherless,
and that turn aside the ger from his right,
and fear not Me,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
6For I amHASHEM, I change not;
therefore ye Bnei Ya'akov are not consumed.
7Even from the yamei avoteichem
ye are gone away fromMine chukkim,
and have not been shomer over them.
Return untoMe, and I will return unto you,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
But ye said: Wherein shall we return?
8Will a man rob G-d?
Yet ye have robbedMe.
But ye say: Wherein have we robbed Thee?
Inma'aser (tithes) and terumah (offerings, contributions).†
9Ye are cursed with ame'erah (curse);
for ye have robbedMe,
even this whole Goy (nation).
10Bring ye kol hama'aser (all the tithes) into the Beis HaOtzar (House of the Treasury),
that there may be teref (food) in Mine Beis,‡
and proveMe now herewith,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
if I will not open you the windows of Shomayim,
and pour you out a brocha,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
11And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes,
and he shall not destroy the p'ri ha'adamah;
neither shall your gefen cast her fruit before the time in the sadeh,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
12And kol HaGoyim shall call you blessed;
for ye shall be an Eretz Chefetz,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
13Your devarim have been harsh against Me,
saith HASHEM. Yet ye say:
What have we spoken somuch against Thee?
14Ye have said: Avod Elohim is vain;
and what profit is it that we have been shomer over His mishmeret,
and that we have walked as mourners
before HASHEM Tzva'os?
15And nowwe call the zedim (proud) happy;
yea, they that work rishah (wickedness) are set up;
yea, they that tempt Elohim even go free.
16Then they that feared HASHEM
spoke often one to another;
and HASHEM paid heed, and heard it,
and a Sefer Zikaron (book of remembrance)was written before Him
for them that feared HASHEM,
and that meditated upon Shmo (His Name).
17And they shall be Mine,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
in that Yomwhen I make upMy segullah (special treasure, possession);
and I will spare them,
as aman spareth his own ben haoved oto (son that serveth him).
18Then shall ye return,
and discern between the tzaddik and the rasha,
† 3:8 Ex 20:15 ‡ 3:10Hamikdash
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between oved Elohim (him that serveth G-d)
and him that serveth Him not.
19For, hinei, HaYom bah (the day cometh),
that shall burn as an oven;
and kol zedim (all the proud), yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble;
and HaYom that cometh shall burn them up,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os,
that it shall leave them
neither shoresh (root) nor anaf (branch).
20But unto you that fear My name
shall the Shemesh Tzedakah (sun of righteousness) arise
with healing in his wings;
and ye shall go forth,
and grow up as calves of the stall.
21And ye shall trample down the resha'im;
for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet
in HaYom that I shall do this,
saith HASHEM Tzva'os.
22Remember ye the Torat Moshe Avdi,
which I commanded unto him in Chorev for kol Yisroel,
with the chukkim (statutes) andmishpatim (judgments).
23Hinei,
I will send you Eliyahu HaNavi
before the coming of
the great and dreadful YomHASHEM;
24And he shall turn the lev-avot to the banim,
and the lev-banim to their avot,
lest I come and strike the earth with cherem.
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Besuras Hageulah according toMattityahu
1 This is the sefer toldot of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Ben Dovid, Ben

Avraham.
2Avraham, then Yitzchak, Ya'akov, Yehudah and his brothers;
3 then, through Yehudah, Peretz and Zerach by Tamar; then Chetzron, Ram;
4 then Amminadav, Nachshon, Salmon;
5 then Boaz by Rachav; then Oved by Ruth, then Yishai;
6 then Yishai fathered Dovid HaMelech; then Sh'lomo by the wife of Uriyah;
7 then Rechavam, Aviyah, Asa,
8 then Yehoshafat, Yoram, Uziyahu;
9 then Yotam, Achaz, Chizkiyahu,
10 thenMenasheh, Amon, Yoshiyahu,
11 then Ykhanyahu and his achim from the days of the Golus in Babylon.
12After Ykhanyahu, then Shealtiel, then Zerubavel,
13 then Avichud, then Elyakim, then Azur;
14 then Tzadok, then Yakhin, then Elichud;
15 then El'azar, thenMattan, then Ya'akov.
16Ya'akov fatheredYosef, thebaal (husband)ofMiryam, fromwhomwasbornYehoshua,

who is called Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.*
17So then, therewere arba'a asar (fourteen)dorot (generations) fromAvraham toDovid,†

and therewerearba'aasardorot fromDovid to theGolus inBabylon, and therewerearba'a
asar dorot from the Golus in Babylon to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

18 The huledet (birth) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was as follows. When Moshiachʼs
Em, Miryam, had been given in erusin to Yosef,‡ but before they came together, she was
foundwith child through the Ruach Hakodesh.

19 Her shidduch, Yosef,§ being a tzaddik and not wanting to humiliate her publicly,
planned to deal with the get (divorce) in a private arrangement.

20Now just when Yosef* had thought through to this tachlis (purpose) hinei! A malach
HASHEMappeared to him in a chalom, and said, Yosef benDovid, do not shrink from taking
Miryam in nisuim (marriage) as your† kallah (bride), because what has been conceived in
her is through the Ruach Hakodesh.

21And she shall bear BEN (Son) and youwill call SHMO‡(his name) YEHOSHUA§ because
he will bring his people yeshu'ah (rescue, salvation, deliverance) from their peyshaim
(rebellions).

22Nowall this occurred so thatwhichwas spoken byHASHEM through theNavimight be
fulfilled,

23HINEI, HAALMAH HARAH V'YOLEDET BEN VKARAT SHMO IMMANU-EL (Behold, the
Virgin will be with child and will bear Son and will call his name Immanu-El)* — which
translatedmeans G-d is with us.

24Then Yosef,† rising up from sleep, did as the malach HASHEM commanded him and he
took his kallah.

25 And Yosef‡ did not know her until she bore BEN and Yosef§ called him by name of
Yehoshua.*†

2
1Now after Yehoshua was born in Beit-Lechem Yehudah, in the days of Herod* king —

hinei! — chachamim from eretz Mizrach (the land of the East) arrived in Yerushalayim,
2 saying, Where is he that is born Melech HaYehudim? For we have seen his

KOCHAV†(star) in theMizrach and come to fall down before him.
3Because Herod the king heard this, he was terribly shaken, and all Yerushalayim with

him.
4 And assembling all the Rashei Hakohanim and Sofrim of the people, he inquired of

them the place where Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was to be born.

* 1:16 Yn 1:49 † 1:17 T.N. Dovid = DVD inHebrew = [d = 4, v = 6, d = 4] = (4 + 6 + 4 = 14) ‡ 1:18 ben Dovid § 1:19

ben Dovid * 1:20 ben Dovid † 1:20 basherte (destinedmate) aishes chayil (virtuous woman) ‡ 1:21 Zech 6:12
§ 1:21 Zech 6:11-12 * 1:23 Isa 7:14; cf. Orthodox Jewish Bible Introduction † 1:24 benDovid ‡ 1:25 benDovid
§ 1:25 Ben Dovid * 1:25 Ben Dovid † 1:25 See Baba Bathra 8:6 * 2:1 the Great, the Roman client † 2:2
Num 24:17
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5They told him, In Beit-Lechem Yehudah; because so it stands written by the Navi:
6AndYOU,BEIT-LECHEM, (Bethlehem,Mic5:1[2]) in eretzYehudaharebynomeans least

among the shtetlach (towns) or ruling‡ of Yehudah; because out of youwill come aMoshel
(Ruler)whowill be the Ro'eh Ami Yisroel.

7Then Herod secretly summoned the chachamim and ascertained from them the exact
date of themanifestation of the KOCHAV.

8Thenhe sent them toBeit-Lechem, saying, Go andmake a thorough search for the yeled
(child); as soon as you have found him, report to me, so that I, as you, may come and fall
down before him.

9After they heard the king, they departed, and hinei! The KOCHAV they had seen in the
Mizrach (East)was going ahead of themuntil it came and stood above the placewhere the
yeled was.

10When they saw the KOCHAV, they rejoiced with exceedingly great nachas (joy).
11 And, entering the bais (house), they beheld the yeled with Miryam, his Em, and

prostrated themselves before him. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered gifts
of gold, frankincense, andmyrrh.

12And having beenwarned in a chalom (dream) not to return to Herod, they took refuge
in their own country by another way.

13Andwhen they had gone— hinei! — amalach HASHEM appeared to Yosef§ in a chalom
(dream), saying, Arise, and take the yeled and his Em, and flee to Eretz Mitzrayim (Egypt),
and stay there until I tell you, for Herod is about to seek the yeled to destroy him.

14 So, having got up, Yosef* took the yeled, and his Em by night and departed for Eretz
Mitzrayim.

15And Yosef†was there until themot Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by
HASHEM through the Navi, UMIMITZRAYIM KARATI LIVNI‡(Out of Egypt have I called my
Son).

16 When Herod saw that he had been outwitted by the chachamim, he was greatly
enraged, and he ordered the slaughter of all the yeladim in Beit-Lechem and its vicinity
who were two years old or under, in accordance with the time that he had learned from
the chachamim.

17Then came the fulfillment of what was spoken through Yirmeyah HaNavi:
18KOLBRAMAHNISHMAH§(A voicewasheard inRamah),* a voice of bitterweeping and

mourning. Rachel is crying for her yeladim; she refuses to be comforted, because they are
nomore.

19WhenHerod died, hinei, in EretzMitzrayim amalach HASHEM appeared to Yosef† in a
chalom (dream),

20 saying, Arise, and take the yeled and his Em and go to Eretz Yisroel, for those seeking
the life of the yeled are dead.

21And Yosef‡ arose and took the yeled and his Em, and entered Eretz Yisroel.
22 And when Yosef§ heard that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as king of

Yehudah, Yosef*was afraid to go there. And, having beenwarned in a chalom, hedeparted
into the districts of the Galil.

23And Yosef†made his home in the shtetl (Jewish village) called Natzeret, so that which
was spoken by the Neviimmight be fulfilled: He will be called a Natzri.‡

3
1Now in those days Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva appears, darshenen (preaching)

as amevaser (herald)* in themidbar (wilderness) of Yehudah,
2 saying, Make teshuva, for the Malchut HaShomayim has come near.
3 For this† is the one spoken of through Yeshayah the Navi, saying, KOL KOREY BAMID-

BAR‡(A voice of one shouting in the wilderness): Prepare the Derech HASHEM(the way of the
L-rd). Make his paths straight!

4NowYochananhimself hadcamel-hair clothinganda leatherbelt aroundhiswaist, and
his food was arbe (locusts) and devash (wild honey).

5Then all Yerushalayim and all Yehudah and thewhole region of the Yardenwere going
out to him.
‡ 2:6 alafim § 2:13 Ben Dovid * 2:14 ben Dovid † 2:15 ben Dovid ‡ 2:15 Hos 11:1 § 2:18 Jer 31:14
* 2:18 15 † 2:19 ben Dovid ‡ 2:21 ben Dovid § 2:22 ben Dovid * 2:22 ben Dovid † 2:23 ben Dovid
‡ 2:23 i.e., Moshiach the Netzer, Tzemach, Isa 11:1; Jer 23:5; Zech 3:8; Isa 53:2; Zech 6:11-12 * 3:1 for the Moshiach
† 3:3 Yochanan ‡ 3:3 Isa 40:3
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6 Making vidduy (confession of sin)§ of their averos (sins), they were submitted to a
tevilah (immersion)byhim,using theYardenRiverasamikvehmayim (gatheringofwater).

7But when he sawmany of the Perushim and Tzedukim coming to where he was using
the Yarden as a mikveh mayim, Yochanan said to them, You banim (sons) of nachashim
(snakes)! Who warned you to flee from the charon af* habah (the coming burning wrath)
[of HASHEM]?

8Produce pri tov l'teshuva (fruit worthy of repentance)!
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, We have the yichus (proud lineage), we have the

zechut Avot (merit of the Fathers) of AvrahamAvinu (our father Abraham). For I say to you
that HASHEM is able to raise up from these avanim (stones) banim (sons) of Avraham.

10Andalready the ax is laid at the shoreshhaetzim (the root of the trees); therefore, every
etz not producing pri tov (good fruit) is cut down and thrown into the eish (fire).

11 I give you a tevilah (immersion) in a mikveh mayim for teshuva, but Hu Habah (He
who Comes)† after me has more chozek (strength) thanme. I am not worthy to remove his
sandals. He will give you a tevilah (immersion)with the Ruach Hakodesh and eish (fire).

12Thewinnowing fork is in his hand, andhewill clear out his threshingfloor, andhewill
gather his wheat into the storehouse; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable eish
(fire).

13 Then Yehoshua comes from the Galil to the Yarden to Yochanan, to submit to
Yochananʼs tevilah.

14But Yochananwouldhavedeterredhim, saying, I haveneed to submit to your tevilah,‡
and yet you come tome?

15 But answering him, Yehoshua said, Permit it now, for thus it is proper to fulfill all
Tzidkat HASHEM.§

16 And having received the tevilah in the Yardenʼs mikveh mayim, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach immediately came up. And, hinei! The Shomayim were opened to him, and
he saw the Ruach Hakodesh of HASHEM descending like a yonah (dove) and coming upon
him.

17 And, hinei, a bat kol (a voice from heaven) came out of Shomayim, saying, ZEH BNI
AHUVI ASHER BO CHAFATZTI (This is my Son, the beloved, with whom I amwell pleased).

4
1 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was led up into the midbar by the Ruach Hakodesh

of HASHEM to undergo nisyonos (temptations) by HaSatan.
2 And, having undergone a tzom (fast) for arba'im yom varbaim lailah (forty days and

forty nights), afterward Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was famished.
3And the tempter came to him and said to him, If you are the BenHaElohim, then speak

the command that these avanim (stones) become lechem (bread).
4 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered, Katuv (It is written), LO AL HALECHEM

LVADOHYCHEYEHHAADAM,KIALKOLMOTZAHFIHASHEM*(Mandoesnot live onbread
alone but on every word that comes from themouth of HASHEM).

5Then HaSatan takes Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to the Ir Hakodesh (the Holy City) and
sets him atop the pinnacle of the Beis Hamikdash,

6 and says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, If you are the Ben HaElohim, then throw
yourself down, for katuv (it is written), MALACHAV YTZAV-VEH LACH (His angels he will
command concerning you) and upon their hands they will lift you up lest you strike your
foot against a stone (Ps 91:11,12).

7 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to HaSatan, Again, it is written, LO TENASSU ES
HASHEM ELOHEICHEM†(Do not test HASHEM your G-d).

8Again, HaSatan takes Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to a very high mountain and shows
him all the mamlechot (kingdoms) of the OlamHazeh and the kavod (glory) of them.

9And HaSatan said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, All these things I will give to you, if
you will fall down VTISHTACHAVEH (and youwill bow down to)‡me.

10 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Depart, HaSatan! For katuv (it is
written), ES HASHEM ELOHEICHA TIRA VOTO TAAVOD§(The L-rd your G-d you shall fear
andHim you shall worship).

11Then HaSatan leaves him, and, hinei, malachim came and attended to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

§ 3:6 to HASHEM * 3:7HASHEM † 3:11 i.e., theMoshiach ‡ 3:14 T.N. i.e., Moshiachʼs tevilah § 3:15Dan 9:24
* 4:4 Dt 8:3 † 4:7 Dt 6:16 ‡ 4:9 Dt 5:9 § 4:10 Dt 6:13
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12Now, having heard that Yochananwas arrested, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach departed
into the Galil.

13And having left behind Natzeret, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach headquartered in K'far-
Nachum by the sea, in the environs of Zevulun and Naphtali.

14This was to fulfill what was spoken through Yeshayah HaNavi,
15 ARTZAH Zevulun VARTZAH Naphtali (To the land of Zevulun and to the land of

Naphtali),* the way to the sea beyond the Yarden, Galil HaGoyim,
16 the people sitting in CHOSHECH RAU OHR GADOL (darkness saw a great light),

YOSHVEI V'ERETZ TZALMAVET (the ones living in the land of the shadow of death), a light
has dawned among them.

17 From then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began to proclaim, saying, LAlter LiTeshuvah
(Immediate Repentance), for the Malchut HaShomayim has come near.

18 And walking beside Sea of Galilee (Lake Kinneret), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw
two achim, Shim'on, the one being called Kefa (Petros), and his brother Andrew, casting a
net into the sea, for they were daiyagim (fishermen).

19And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, Come, followme, and I will make you daiyagei
adam (fishers of men).

20And immediately, leaving their nets, they followed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
21 And having gone on from there, he saw two other achim, Ya'akov Ben Zavdai and

Yochanan his brother, in the sirah (boat)with Zavdai their father, repairing their nets, and
he summoned them.

22 Immediately, leaving the sirah (boat) and their father, they followed Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.†

23And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwent about in all the Galil, exercising theministry of
moreh (teacher) in their shuls andofdarshan (preacher)of theBesurohTovoh (GoodTiding
of a Joyous Event), the Besuras HaGeulah (the Good News of Redemption) of the Malchut
HASHEM, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went about bringing refuah (healing) to every
disease and every illness of the people.

24And the report went out about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach throughout all Syria; and
they brought to him all the cholim (sick)with various illnesses and machalot, demoniacs,
epileptics, and paralytics; and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach brought them refuah.

25And from the Galil, the Decapolis, Yerushalayim, Yehudah, and Ever-HaYarden, from
all these places great multitudes followed him.

5
1When Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw the multitudes, he ALAH HAHAR*(went up the

mountain) andwhen he sat down, his talmidim came to him.
2Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began to speak, and gave them this torah (teaching),

saying,
3AshreyANIYEIHARUACH†(Blessed,Happyare thepoor inspirit) for theirs is theMalchut

HaShomayim.
4Ashrey are the AVELIM‡(the onesmourning), for they will be comforted.
5Ashrey are the ANAVIM§(humble), for YIRESHU ARETZ*(they will inherit the land).
6 Ashrey are the ones hungering and thirsting for TZIDKAT HASHEM†(Tzedek Olamim,

Everlasting Righteousness), for they will be satisfied.
7Ashrey are themerciful, for they will be shown rachamim (mercy).
8Ashrey are those of LEV TAHOR‡(pure heart), for they will see HASHEM.
9Ashrey are the peace-makers, for they will be called bnei haElohim (sons of G-d).
10Ashrey are the ones being persecuted because of TZIDKAT HASHEM§(righteousness of

Hashem), for theirs is the Malchut HaShomayim.
11 Ashrey are you when they reproach you and persecute you and speak all kinds of

lashon horah against you, speaking sheker (falsehood, lies) because of me.*
12Have simcha (joy) and lev sameach (glad heart), for your sachar (reward) is great in

Shomayim, for thus they persecuted the Neviim before you.
13You are themelach haaretz (salt of the earth), but if the salt becomes tasteless, in what

way will it become salty again? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled bymen.

* 4:15 Isa 8:23—9:1 † 4:22Mt 19:29 * 5:1 Ex 19:3 † 5:3 Isa 66:2 ‡ 5:4 Isa 61:2 § 5:5 Isa 29:19; Zeph 2:3
* 5:5 Ps 37:11 † 5:6 Dan 9:24 ‡ 5:8 Ps 51:10 [12] § 5:10 Dan 9:24 * 5:11Moshiach
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14You are the OhrHaOlam (the Light of theWorld). A city lying on amountaintop cannot
be nistar (hidden).

15 No one, after lighting a menorah, places it under a measuring basket, but on the
shulchan (table), and it gives ohr (light) to kol anshei habais (all in the house).

16 In like manner, let your light so shine before Bnei Adam, that they may see your
ma'asim tovim (good works) and give kavod (glory) to your Av sh'ba'Shomayim (Father in
Heaven).

17Do not think that I came to abolish the Torah or the Neviim. I did not come to abolish
but to complete.

18For, omein, truly I say to you, until Shomayim and haaretz pass away, not one yod, not
one tag (ornamental flourish), will pass from the Torah until everything is accomplished.

19 Therefore, whoever annuls one of the least of these mitzvot (divine commandments
given byHASHEMtoMosheRabbenu) and so teaches Bnei Adam, shall be called katon (least)
in the Malchut HaShomayim; but whoever practices and teaches them, this one will be
called gadol (great) in theMalchut HaShomayim.

20 For I say unto you that unless the Tzedek (Righteousness) of you exceeds that of the
Sofrim and Perushim, you will certainly not enter theMalchut HaShomayim.

21 You have heard that it was said to the ancients, LO TIRTZACH†(Do not murder), and
every rotzeach (murderer) shall be liable before the Bet Din (Court).

22But I say to you, that everyone who harbors kaas (anger) against his Ach,‡ his chaver,
shall be subject tomishpat (judgment); andwhoever shall say to his Ach,§ Reyka! (Good for
nothing!) will be subject to the Sanhedrin; and whoever shall say Shoteh! (Fool) shall be
subject to Eish Gehinnom (Fire of Hell).

23 Therefore, if you bring your korban (sacrifice) to the Mizbeach (altar), and there you
remember that your Ach* has something against you,

24 leave your korban there before the Mizbeach, and go and first be reconciled to your
Ach;† and then come offer your korban.

25Come to terms quicklywith your ish riv (opponent in a lawsuit), while you are a fellow-
traveler on the derech eretz, lest the ish rivmight deliver you to the shofet (judge), and the
shofetmight deliver you to the shoter (lawofficial), and the shotermight deliver you to the
beit hasohar (prison house).

26For, omein, truly I say to you, youmay never come out from there until you repay the
last peruta (small coin).

27You have heard that it was said, LO TINAF‡(Do not commit adultery).
28 But I say to you that everyone looking upon a woman with taavah (lust) for her has

already committed niuf (adultery)with her in his heart.
29And if your right eye causes you to commit chet (sin), tear it out and throw it fromyou,

for it is better for you that one of your evarim (members) be lost and not your whole basar
(body, flesh) be thrown into Gehinnom.

30And if your right hand causes you to commit chet, cut it off and throw it from you, for
it is better for you that one of your evarim (members) be lost andnot that yourwhole basar
may go into Gehinnom.

31 It was also said, Whoever divorces his wife, let him give to her a “get,” a SEFER
KERITUT§(bill of divorce).

32But I say to you that everyone divorcing his wife, except for the DVAR*(indecent thing)
of zenut (fornication), makes her become a noefet (adulteress), and whoever marries a
gerusha (divorcee) commits niuf (adultery).

33 Again, you have heard that it was said to the ancients, You shall not break your
nederim (vows), but you shall repay your vows to HASHEM.†

34But I say to you, Do not swear shevuot (oaths) at all, neither by Shomayim, for it is the
kes malchut of HASHEM(throne of G-d),

35nor by haaretz, for it is the hadom (footstool) of his feet, nor by Yerushalayim, for it is
the kiryat melech rav‡(city of the great king).

36Neither are you to swearbyyour rosh, for youarenot able tomakeonehair turnwhite
or black.

37 But let your word be ken, ken (yes, yes) or lo, lo (no, no), but anything beyond this is
lashon horah.

38You have heard that it was said, AYIN TAKHAT AYIN, SHEN TAKHAT SHEN§(An eye for

† 5:21Ex20:13; Dt 5:17 ‡ 5:22b'Moshiach § 5:22b'Moshiach * 5:23b'Moshiach † 5:24b'Moshiach ‡ 5:27
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Ex 21:24
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an eye and a tooth for a tooth).
39 But I say to you, Do not set yourself against the rasha (evil person), but whoever hits

you on your right cheek, turn to him also the other cheek.
40And the one wishing to sue you and take your tunic, give to him also your kaftan.
41Andwhoever will force you to go onemile, go with him two.
42And the one asking you to give and the one wishing to borrow from you, from these

do not turn away.
43 You have heard that it was said, V'AHAVTA L'REACHA*(You shall love your neighbor),

and you shall hate your oyev (enemy).
44But I say to you, Love your enemies, and offer tefillos (prayers) for the ones bringing

redifah (persecution) upon you.
45Do this so that you may become banim of your Av sh'ba'Shomayim, for His shemesh

(sun)Hemakes to rise on the ra'im (evil ones) and the tovim (good ones), and He sends His
geshem (rain) upon the tzaddikim (righteous ones) and the resha'im (unrighteous ones).

46 For if you have ahavah (love) for the ones who have ahavah for you, what sachar
(reward) do you have? Even themochesim (tax collectors) do that, don't they?

47And if you give Drishat Shalom (greetings) only to your Achim,† what extraordinary
thing are you doing? Don't even the Goyim do the same?

48Therefore, be shlemim (complete), even as is your Av sh'ba'Shomayim.

6
1 Be careful that you don't practice your tzedakah (charity giving) before Bnei Adam

in order to varf (show off, flaunt) to be seen by Bnei Adam; for then you have no sachar
(reward)with your Av sh'ba'Shomayim.

2Therefore, whenever you contribute tzedakah, don't blow the shofar before you, as the
tzevuim (hypocrites)do in the shuls and in the streets, in order that theymay receive kavod
(glory) from Bnei Adam. Omein, truly I say to you, they have their sachar (reward).

3But when you contribute tzedakah, do not let your left hand have da'as (knowledge) of
what your right hand is doing,

4 so that your tzedakah may be nistar (hidden, in secret), and your Av HaRoeh b'seter
(Father, the One seeing in secret)* sachar (reward)will give you.

5 And whenever you daven (pray), do not be as the tzevuim (hypocrites); for they love
to stand and daven in the shuls and on the street corners so that they may be seen by an
audience. Omein, truly I say to you, they have their sachar.

6 But you, whenever you daven, enter into the secret place, your secret cheder, and,
having shut your door, offer tefillos to your Av Asher b'Seter (FatherWho is in Secret), and
your Av haRoeh b'seter (Father, the One seeing in secret)† sachar will give you.

7 But when you daven, do not babble on and on maarich (extended, long winded) and
vacuously and without kavvanah (heartfelt direction, intention) like the Goyim. For the
Goyim think that in their verbosity their techinnahwill be heard.

8 Therefore, nisht azoi (not so)! Be different, for your Av has daas (knowledge) of what
things you have need before you ask Him.

9 Therefore, when you offer tefillos, daven like this, in this manner: Avinu
sh'ba'Shomayim (Our Father in heaven), yitkadash shmecha (hallowed be your Name).

10 Tavo malchutechah (Thy Kingdom come) Ye'aseh rtzonechah (Thy will be done) kmoh
vaShomayim ken ba'aretz (on earth as it is in heaven).

11Es lechem chukeinu ten lanu hayom (Give us today our daily bread),
12 u-slach lanu es chovoteinu kaasher salachnu (and forgive us our debts as we forgive)

gam anachnu lachayaveinu (also our debtors).
13 V'al tvi'einu lidey nisayon (And lead us not into temptation),‡ ki im chaltzeinu min

harah (but deliver us from evil).§
14For if you givemenmechila (pardon, forgiveness) for their chattaim (sins), so also your

Av sh'ba'Shomayimwill give selicha (forgiveness) to you.
15 But if you do not give men mechila (forgiveness), neither will your chattaim receive

selicha from your Av.
16Andwhenever you undergo a tzom (fast), don't be like the sullen tzevuim (hypocrites),

for they disfigure their faces to parade their tzom (fast). Omein, truly I say to you, they
have received their sachar (reward).

* 5:43 Lv 19:18 † 5:47 b'Moshiach * 6:4His † 6:6His ‡ 6:13Mt 26:41 § 6:13 Ki l'chah hamamlachah
(for thine is the Kingdom) vhagvurah (and the power) vhatiferet (and the glory) l'olmei olamim (forever). Omein
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17But when you undergo a tzom, anoint your rosh with shemen andwash your face,
18 so that your tzom is concealed from Bnei Adam but not from your Av Asher b'Seter

(FatherWho is in Secret). And your Av HaRoeh b'seter (Father the One seeing in secret)will
give you sachar.

19 Do not store up for yourselves otzarot (treasures) on haaretz, where moth and rust
destroy andwhere ganavim (thieves) break in and steal.

20 But zahmlet aich (collect for yourselves) otzarot (treasures) in Shomayim, where
neither moth nor rust destroys; neither do ganavim break in and steal.

21For where your otzar is, there also will be your lev.
22 The eye is the menorah of the basar. Therefore, if your eye is unblurred, then your

whole basar will be lighted.
23 But if yours is the ayin horo, your kol basar is choshech; if ohr choshech, great

choshech!
24No one is able to serve two adonim (masters). For either he will have sinah (hatred)

for the one and ahavah (love) for the other, or hewill be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve HASHEM andMammon (Money).

25Therefore, I say to you, Donot have aLEVROGEZ*(anxiousheart) about your life, what
youmightwear orwhat youmight drink, nor for your basar, what youmight put on. Is not
life more than okhel (food) and basar more thanmalbush (clothing)?

26 Look to the OPH HASHOMAYIM†(birds of heaven), for they do not sow nor reap nor
gather into storehouses, and your Av sh'ba'Shomayim feeds them. Are you yourselves not
worthmore than they?

27Andwho among you by a LEV ROGEZ is able to add to his life span one cubit?
28 And why have a LEV ROGEZ (anxious heart) about malbush (clothing)? Observe the

lilies of the field, how they grow. They do not labor nor spin.
29But I say to you that not even Sh'lomoHaMelech in all his kavod (glory)was clothed as

one of these.
30 And if HASHEM thus clothes the grass of the field that exists today and tomorrow is

thrown into a furnace, howmuchmore will he clothe you, you ones of little emunah?
31 Therefore, do not have a LEV ROGEZ, saying, What might we eat? or What might we

drink? orWith what might we clothe ourselves?
32For all these things theGoyim strive. For yourAv sh'ba'Shomayimbavorn (anticipates)

that you need all these things.
33 But seek first the Malchut HASHEM and the Tzidkat HASHEM, and all these things will

be added to you.
34 Therefore, do not have a LEV ROGEZ for tomorrow, for makhar (tomorrow)will care

for itself. Each day has enough tzoros of its own.

7
1 Judge not lest you be judged.
2Forwithwhat gezar din (verdict) you judge, youwill be judged, andwithwhatmeasure

youmeasure, it will be measured to you.
3Andwhydo you see the speck in the eye of yourAch,* but you donot consider the beam

in your own eye.
4Or howwill you say to your Ach,† Let me take the speck out from your eye! And, hinei!

The beam is in your own eye!
5 Tzevua (hypocrite), first take the beam out of your eye, and then you will see clearly

enough to take out the speck from the eye of your Ach.‡
6Do not give the kodesh to kelevim nor throw your pearls before chazirim, lest theywill

trample themwith their feet and turn around and tear you into pieces.
7 Keep asking and it shall be given to you; keep searching and you shall find; keep

knocking and the delet shall be opened to you.
8For everyone asking receives, and the one searching finds, and to the one knocking the

delet will be opened.
9Or what man is there among you the ben of whomwill ask for lechem (bread), and he

will give him a stone.
10Or if he asks for a dag (fish), will give him a nachash (snake)?

* 6:25 LEV ROGEZ in verses 25, 27, 31, 34, see Dt 28:65 † 6:26 Job 35:11 * 7:3 b'Moshiach † 7:4 b'Moshiach
‡ 7:5 b'Moshiach
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11Therefore, if you, being ra'im (evil ones), knowtogivematanot tovot (goodgifts) to your
yeladim, how much more does your Av sh'ba'Shomayim give hatov (the good) to the ones
asking Him.

12Therefore, everything that youwish Bnei Adam do for you, thus also you do for them.
For this is the Torah and the Neviim.

13Enter through the derech (way) of the shaar hatzarut (gate of narrowness), for wide is
the delet and broad is the rekhov (street) leading to Avaddon (destruction, hell, Abaddon),
and rabbim (many) are they who enter through it.

14But tzar (narrow) is the delet and constricted is theDerech (Way) that leads to Chayyim
(life) and few are the ones finding it.

15 Beware of the neviei hasheker (false prophets), who come to you in the malbush
(clothing) of kevasim (sheep), but within are ravenous ze'evim (wolves).

16By their perot (fruits) youwill have da'as of them. Surely grapes are not gathered from
thorns nor figs from thistles, are they?

17 So every etz tov (good tree) produces pri tov (good fruit), but the etz nishchat (corrupt
tree) produces pri rah.

18An etz tov is not able to produce pri rah nor is an etz nishchat able to produce pri tov.
19Kol etz (every tree)not producing pri tov is cut offand is thrown intoHaEish (theFire).§
20Therefore, by their perot (fruits) you shall have da'as of them.
21 Not all the ones saying to me, Adoneinu, Adoneinu, will enter the Malchut

HaShomayim, but the one doing the ratzon Avi sh'ba'Shomayim (the will of my Father in
Heaven).*

22Many†will say to me‡ on that Day,§ Adoneinu, Adoneinu, did we not speak as neviim
in your Name? Didwe not cast out shedim (evil spirits, demons) in your Name? Didwe not
accomplishmany niflaot (miracles) in your Name?

23And then I will tell them to their face, I never had da'as of you. Depart from me, you
workers of mufkarut (lawlessness).*

24Therefore, everyone who hears these devarim (words) of mine and does them, is like
a chacham (wiseman)who built his bais (house) upon the Tzur (Rock).

25 And the geshem (rain) came down, the floods arrived, and the winds blew and beat
against that bais, and it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the Tzur (Rock).

26Andeveryonehearing thesewordsofmine†andnotdoing themis like the shoteh (fool),
who built his bais upon the sand.

27 And the geshem (rain) came down, and the floods arrived, and the winds blew and
beat against that bais, and it fell, and gadolah was themapalah (fall, downfall, defeat) of it.

28And it cameaboutwhenRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachfinished thesedivrei torah (words
of teaching), the multitudes were filled with fear and wonder at his torah.

29For his ministry of moreh (teacher)was as one having samchut (authority) and not as
their Sofrim (scribes, torah teachers, rabbonim).

8
1 And when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came down from the mountain, many multi-

tudes followed him.
2 And an ish metzorah (a leper) there was who approached him and fell down before

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying, Adoneinu, if you choose, you can make me tahor
(clean).

3And, having stretched out his hand, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach touched him, saying, I
amwilling. Bemade tahor. And immediately he was.

4And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, See that you tell no one, but go and show
yourself to the kohen and offer the korban about whichMoshe gavemitzvah as an edut to
them.

5 Now when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach entered into K'far-Nachum, a centurion ap-
proached him, begging him

6 and saying, Adoneinu, my servant has been bedridden in the house, paralyzed, in
terrible tza'ar.

7 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, I am coming. I will bring him refuah
(healing).

§ 7:19 Isa 66:24; Dan 12:2 * 7:21Mt 26:39 † 7:22messianic darshanim ‡ 7:22Moshiach § 7:22 the Yom

HaDin, the Day of Judgment * 7:23 Ps 6:8 [9] † 7:26 Divrei Moshiach
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8 The centurion answered, Adoneinu, I am not worthy that you might come under my
roof, but only say the dvar, andmy servant will receive the refuah (healing).

9 For I also am a man under marut (authority), having soldiers subordinate to myself,
and I say to this one, Go! And he goes, and to another, Come! And he comes, and to my
servant, Do this! And he does it.

10Andhaving heard this, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas amazed and said to thosewho
followed him, Omein, I say to you, in no one in Yisroel have I found such great emunah.

11And I say to you, that many from the mizrach (east) and the maarav (west)will come
and will sit bimesibba (reclining at tish) with Avraham and Yitzchak and Ya'akov in the
Malchut HaShomayim.

12But the Bnei HaMalchut will be thrown out into the outer choshech (darkness), where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

13AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to the centurion, Go! According to your bitachon
(trust), your emunah (faith), let it be for you. And his servant was given refuah (healing)
punkt (exactly) at that hour.

14WhenRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach entered the bais (house) of Kefa, he saw the chamot
(mother-in-law, shviger) bedridden and fever stricken.

15Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach touched her hand, and the fever left her. She then began
functioning ashismesharetet (servant, ladyminister), servingRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach.

16Andwhen erev (evening)had come, they brought to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachmany
possessed by shedim (evil spirits, demons), and he cast out the shedim with a dvar, and all
the cholim (sick persons) he healed.

17 Thus was fulfilled what was spoken by Yeshayah the Navi, saying, ACHEN
CHOLAYEINU HU NASA UMACHOVEINU SVALAM* (Surely he took up our sicknesses and
he carried away† our sorrows).

18Andwhen he saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side.
19Asofer (scribe, torahteacher)approachedRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachandsaid, Rebbe,

I will follow youwherever you go.
20 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Foxes have holes and the OPH

HASHOMAYIM‡(birds of heaven) have nests, but the Bar Enosh§ does not have a place
where hemay lay his head.

21And another of Moshiachʼs talmidim said to him, Adoneinu, allow me first to go and
burymy father.

22 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Follow me, and permit the mesim
(spiritually deadoneswithout hitkhadshut, spiritually unregenerate ones) to bury their own
mesim (deceased ones, niftarim).

23Andwhen he embarked into the sirah, Moshiachʼs talmidim followed him.
24And hinei! a great storm came up on the lake, so that the sirah (boat)was about to be

covered by the waves. But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was sleeping.
25 And Moshiachʼs talmidim approached and woke him, saying, Adoneinu, hoshieinu!

We are perishing!
26And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Why are you fearful, you ones of little

emunah? Then, arising, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach rebuked the winds and the sea. And
there was a great calm.

27And the men were astonished, saying, What sort of man is this!? That even the winds
and the sea obey him!

28And when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came to the other side of the lake, in the land
of the people of Gadara, hewasmet by twomen possessed by shedim (demons); thesemen
were coming out of the kevarim (tombs) of the burial caves andwere so dangerous no one
could pass by on that road.

29And they screamed, saying, Mah lanu valach, Ben HaElohim? (What to us and to you,
BenHaElohim?)* Have you come here to torture us before the time?†

30Now there was feeding far away from them a large herd of chazirim (swine).
31 And the shedim begged him, saying, If you cast us out, send us into the herd of

chazirim.
32And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Go away! So the shedim, coming out,

went away into the chazirim. And, hinei, all the herd of chazirim rushed down the bank
into the lake, and they perished in the water.

* 8:17 Isa 53:4 † 8:17 T.N. like the Yom Kippur sa'ir l'Azazel scapegoat kapporah ‡ 8:20 Job 35:11 § 8:20

Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 * 8:29 i.e., What business do you have with us, Ben HaElohim † 8:29 of the Yom HaDin,
the Day of Judgment
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33And the herdsmenof the chazirimfled, and, having gone away into the town, they told
the whole story of what had happened to themen possessed by shedim.

34And hinei! Thewhole town came out tomeet Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. And seeing
him, they begged him to depart from their area.

9
1 And, having embarked into a sirah (boat), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach crossed over*

and came into his own shtetl.
2 And hinei! They brought to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach a paralytic lying upon a

mat. Having seen their emunah, he said to the paralytic, Chazak! (Be strong!) Selicha
(forgiveness) is granted on your averos (sins)!

3And hinei! Some of the Sofrim said to themselves, This one commits Chillul HASHEM!†
4AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, reading theirminds, said,Why are you thinking ra'ah

(evil) in your levavot (hearts)?
5For which is easier to say, Selicha is granted on your averos! Or…Arise and walk!?
6 But in order that you may have da'as that the Bar Enosh‡ has samchut (authority) on

earth to pronounce selicha (forgiveness) on chattaim (sins) — Moshiach then declared to
the paralytic, Arise, take up yourmat and go to your bais (house).

7And arising, he went away to his bais.
8Andhavingwitnessed this, themultitudesexperiencedyirat Shomayimandgavekavod

to HASHEM, who had given such samchut to men.
9And going away from there, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw a man called Mattityahu

sitting in the tax office. And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Follow me. And
Mattityahu arose and followed him.

10 And it came about that while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was sitting bimesibba
(reclining) at tish (table) in the bais, hinei! Many mochesim (tax collectors) and chote'im
(sinners) came and were sitting bimesibba (reclining) at tish (table) with Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach and his talmidim.

11When thePerushimsaw this, theywere saying toMoshiachʼs talmidim,Whydoes your
Rebbe eat with themochesim and the chote'im?

12But when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach heard this, he said, It is not the bariim (healthy
ones)who have need of a rofeh (physician), but the cholim.

13 Go and learn what this means: CHESED CHAFATZTI VLO ZEVACH§(I desire loving
kindness and not sacrifice), for I have not come to call the tzaddikim but the chote'im
(sinners).*

14 Then Yochananʼs talmidim approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying, Why do
we and the Perushim often undergo tzomot (fasts), but your talmidim do not undergo
tzomot?

15AndMoshiach said to them, Surely theBneiHaChuppah (wedding invitees)arenot able
to act as avelim (mourners) as long as the Choson (Bridegroom),† is with them. But the days
will comewhen the Choson is taken away from them, and then they will undergo tzomot.

16No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch pulls away
from the garment, and a worse tear results.

17 Neither do men put yayin chadash (new wine) into old wineskins; otherwise, the
wineskins burst, and thewine is spilled, and thewineskins are ruined. But theypour yayin
chadash into newwineskins, and both are preserved.

18 While Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking these things to them one of the
nichbadim (dignitaries)‡ came and fell down before Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying,
The bat (daughter) of me has just become niftar (passed away), but come lay your hand
upon her and she will live.

19And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach got up and, with his talmidim, followed him.
20Andhinei! An isha (woman)hemorrhaging twelveyears approachedhimfrombehind

and touched the garment of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs tzitzit.
21 For she was saying to herself, If only I might touch his garment, I will receive refuah

(healing).
22 Turning and seeing her, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Chazak, bat (daughter) of

me! Your emunah has brought you refuah. And the isha was healed from that hour.
23And having come into the bais (house) of the nichbad (dignitary), and having seen the

flute players and the unruly crowd,

* 9:1 to the other side of the lake † 9:3 Lv 22:32 ‡ 9:6Moshiach § 9:13Hos 6:6 * 9:13 to teshuva † 9:15
i.e., Moshiach ‡ 9:18 of the shul



MATTITYAHU 9:24 1065 MATTITYAHU 10:13

24 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, Go away! For the yaldah is not among the
mesim — she sleeps! And they were making leitzonus (mockery, fun) of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

25 But when the crowd had been put outside, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went in and
took the yaldah by the hand and the yaldah wasmade to stand up alive.

26And this report went out into all that region.
27AndasRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwenton fromthere, two ivrim (blindmen) followed

him, shouting loudly, Chaneinu, Ben Dovid!
28AndwhenRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach§ entered the bais (house), the ivrim (blindmen)

approached him, and he says to them, Do you have emunah that I am able to do this? They
say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Ken, Adoneinu.

29 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach touched their eyes, saying, According to your
emunah, let it be done for you.

30And their eyeswereopened. Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach sternlywarned them, saying,
See to it that no one knows!

31But having gone out, theymade him known in that entire district.
32After they had departed, the people brought to himamutemanwhowas possessed by

shedim.
33Andwhen the shedimhad been cast out by Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, themuteman

spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, Never was anything like this seen in Eretz
Yisroel!

34But the Perushimsaid, Itwas by the SarHaShedim (thePrinceofDemons) that thisman
casts out shedim!

35And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went about all the shtetlach and villages exercising
the ministry of moreh (teacher) in their shuls and of darshan (preacher) of the Besuras
HaGeulah of the Malchut HASHEM and bringing refuah to all the cholim, every machla
(disease) and every illness.

36 And looking out on the multitudes, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach felt rachmei
Shomayim (heavenly compassion and mercy) for his people, for they were distressed and
weary KATZON ASHER EIN LAHEM ROEH*(like sheepwithout a shepherd).

37 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to his talmidim, The katzir (harvest) is indeed
great but the kotzerim (harvesters) are few.

38Therefore, offer tefillos to theAdonHaKatzir (theL-rdof theHarvest) thatHemay send
out Kotzerim into His Katzir.

10
1And summoninghis ShneymAsar (Twelve)Talmidim, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach gave

to them samchut (authority) over shedim (unclean spirits), so as to cast them out, and
samchut (authority) to call forth refuah for everymachla and every illness.

2Now of the Shneym Asar Shlichim, the names are these: first, Shim'on, the one being
called Kefa, and Andrew his brother, Ya'akov Ben Zavdai and Yochanan his brother,

3Philippos and Bar-Talmai, T'oma andMattityahu the moches, Ya'akov Ben-Chalfai and
Taddai,

4Shim'on theZealot andYehudah fromK'riot,whobetrayedRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach.
5 These Shneym Asar (Twelve) did Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach send out with the

following directives, saying: In the DerechHaGoyim (Way of the Gentiles, Gentile territory)
do not go, and do not enter into any Shomron town,

6but go rather to the Seh Oveid Beis Yisroel (the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel).
7And, while going, preach that the Malchut HaShomayim is imminent andmiyad.
8Heal the cholim, raise the mesim, cleanse the metzoraim (lepers), cast out the shedim;

freely you received, freely give.
9Take neither gold nor silver nor copper for yourmoney belts,
10nor a schnorrerʼs (beggarʼs) bag for the road, nor two bekishe, nor sandals, nor a staff,

for the oseh hamelachah (the one doing the work) is worthy of his lechem.
11And into whichever town or shtetl you enter, inquire who in it is a ben chayil (son of

worthiness), and there remain until you leave.
12Andwhen you enter into the bais (house), give that household your “Shalom”!
13 And if indeed the bais is a bais chayil (a house of worthiness), let your shalom come

upon it; but if it is not a bais chayil, let your shalom return to you.

§ 9:28 Ben Dovid * 9:36Num 27:17
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14And whoever neither receives you nor listens to your divrei,* as you are leaving and
as you go outside of that bais (house) or city, then let it be NIER CHATZNO (shake out the
fold of the robe),† shake off the dust of your feet.

15Omein, I say to you, it will be more tolerable on Yom HaDin (the Day of Judgment) for
S'dom and Amora than for that shtetl.

16Hinei! I sendyouaskevesim (sheep) in themidst of ze'evim; therefore, have the seichel
(wisdom) of nachashim (serpents) and be tamim (faultless) as yonim (doves).

17 And beware of Bnei Adam, for they will deliver you up to the sanhedriyot (local
councils, bet din courts) and in their shuls they will subject you to the shot (whip).

18 And before moshelim (governors) and also melachim (kings) you will be led for my
sake,‡ for an edut (testimony) to them and to the Goyim.

19Butwhen theydeliver youup, donotbeof aLEVROGEZ§(anxiousheart)worriedabout
how or what you are to say; for it will be given to you in that hour what you are to speak.

20For you are not the ones speaking, but the Ruach Avichem (the Spirit of your Father) is
the one speaking in you.

21Andbrotherwill deliver up to death his ownbrother, even an abbahis ownyeled. And
yeladimwill stand up against their horim (parents) and put them to death.

22And youwill be under the sinas chinom (baseless hatred) of kol Bnei Adamon account
of my Name; but the one enduring ad es HaKetz (until the End) will receive the Yeshu'at
Eloheinu (the Salvation of our G-d).

23 But when they persecute you in one shtetl, flee to the other; for, omein, I say
to you, by no means will you complete the shtetlach of Eretz Yisroel until the Bias
HaMoshiach*(Coming of theMoshiach, the Bar Enosh).

24A talmid is not above his Rebbe nor an eved (servant) above his Baal Bayit (master).
25 It is enough for the talmid that he be like his Rebbe, and the eved like his Baal Bayit. If

they called the Baal Bayit Baal-zibbul, howmuchmore the anashim (men) in his bais.
26 Therefore, do not fear them; for nothing has been veiled which will not be unveiled;

and nothing has been nistar (hidden)which will not bemade known.
27What I say to you in the choshech (darkness), you declare in the ohr (light); and what

you hear whispered into your ears, shout, preach, from the rooftops.
28And do not fear thosewho kill the basar (flesh), but are unable to kill the nefesh (soul);

but rather fear the One who is able to destroy both basar and nefesh in Gehinnom.
29Are not two sparrows sold for the least valuable copper coin? And yet not one of them

will fall to the ground apart from Avichem!
30But, as far as you are concerned, even the hairs of your rosh have been inventoried.
31Therefore, al taarotz (do not be afraid)! You are of more value thanmany sparrows!
32Therefore, everyonewhoshall declarepublicly theAniMaaminhoda'ahofme,†before

Bnei HaAdam, I will make hoda'ah (acknowledgment) of him before Avi sh'ba'Shomayim.
33But everyone whomakes hakhchashah (denial) of me,‡ I also will make hakhchashah

(denial) of him before Avi sh'ba'Shomayim.
34Do not think that I have come to bring shalom al haaretz (peace on the earth); I have

not come to bring shalom but a cherev (sword).
35For I came to divide amanagainst his Av, and abat against her Em, and a kallah (bride)

against her chamot (mother-in-law, shviger).
36 And the OIYVEI ISH ANSHEI VEITO§(the enemies of a man will be the members of his

own household).
37 The one who has more ahavah (love) for a tata (papa) or a mama than for me* is not

worthy of me,† and the one who has more ahavah (love) for a ben or a bat than me is not
worthy of me.

38 The one who does not take up his etz shel mesiros nefesh (tree of self-sacrifice) and
follow after me, is not worthy of me.

39 The one who has found his nefesh will lose it; the one who has lost his nefesh for my
sake‡will find it.

40 The one who gives the kabbalat panim (welcome) to you gives the Baruch Habah
(welcome) tome,§ and the onewho gives theBaruchHabah tome* gives theBaruchHabah
to the One†who sent me.

* 10:14Moshiach † 10:14 i.e., wash ones hands of ‡ 10:18 for the sake ofMoshiach § 10:19Dt 28:65 * 10:23
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41 The one who gives the Baruch Habah to a navi (prophet) in the name of a navi will
receive the sachar (reward) of a navi, and the onewho gives the BaruchHabah to a tzaddik
(righteousman) in the name of a tzaddik will receive the sachar of a tzaddik.

42And whoever in the name of a talmid‡ gives only a cup of cold water to one of these
little ones,§ omein, I say to you, he will by nomeans lose his sachar.

11
1And it came aboutwhen he finished giving directives to his ShneymAsar Talmidim, he

moved on from there, exercising the ministry of moreh (teacher) and darshan (preacher,
maggid) in their shtetlach.

2 Now when Yochanan, in the beit hasohor (prison), heard of the maasei haMoshiach
(works ofMoshiach), he sent his talmidim to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

3 They asked him, Tell us. Are you Hu Habah (He who comes) or is our chikiah (wait) to
be for the Bias (Coming) of another?

4AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachanswered them, saying, Go give the report ofwhat you
see and hear to Yochanan:

5 The ivrim (blind people) see, the pisechim (lame people) walk, the metzoraim (lepers)
are cleansed, the chereshim (deaf people) hear, the mesim are made to stand up alive, and
the aniyim (poor) have the Besuras HaGeulah preached to them.*

6Ashrey (Happy) is the one who does not find a cause of michshol (falling, stumbling) in
me.†

7As they were leaving, he began to speak to the multitudes about Yochanan, What did
you go out into themidbar (wilderness) to see? A reed being shaken by the wind?

8 What did you go out to see? Someone shtats (imposing, impressive) in appearance,
attired in soft raiment? Hinei, the ones wearing soft raiment are in houses of melachim
(kings).

9But what did you go out to see? A Navi? Ken, I tell you. And one greater than a Navi.
10This is he about whom it has beenwritten, HINNENI SHOLEIACHMALACHI (Behold, I

will sendmymessenger) before your face, UPINNAHDERECHLEFANAI (andhewill prepare
the way beforeme).‡

11Omein, I say to you, of those born of women, there has not appeared one greater than
Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva, yet the person with the least chashivut in the Malchut
HaShomayim is greater than he.

12 From the days of Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva until now, the Malchut
HaShomayim has been under violent attack and the violent seize it with coercion.

13For all the Neviim and the Torah prophesied until Yochanan.
14And, if you are willing it to be mekabel (accept, receive), he is the “Eliyahu,”who is to

come.§
15The one having ears, let him hear.
16 But to what will I compare this generation? It is like yeladim sitting in the market-

places, calling out to one another,
17We played the chalil (flute) for you, but you did not dance; we sang a kina (lament,

funeral dirge) for you, and you did not mourn.
18For Yochanan came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He has a shed.
19 The Bar Enosh* came eating and drinking, and they say, Hinei! A zolel (glutton) and

a shikkor (drunkard), a friend of mochesim (tax collectors) and chote'im (sinners). Yet,
Chochmah (Wisdom) is vindicated by her ma'asim.

20Then he began to reproach the shtetlach (villages) in which were accomplished most
of his gevurot (mighty deeds), because they did not make teshuva.

21Oy l'chah (Woetoyou), Korazin! Oy l'chah, Beit-Tzaidah! For if inTzorandTzidonwere
accomplished the gevurot that were accomplished among you, they would have made
teshuva long ago in sackcloth and ashes.

22Nevertheless, I say to you, it will be more bearable for Tzor and Tzidon than for you
on YomHaDin.

23 And you, K'far-Nachum, were you lifted up as far as Shomayim? You shall be
brought down as far as Sheol.† For if in S'dom were accomplished the gevurot that were
accomplished among you, S'domwould have a sheerit (remnant) today!

‡ 10:42 of Moshiach § 10:42 the least of the talmidim of Moshiach * 11:5 Isa 35:5f; 61:1 † 11:6 as Moshiach
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24Nevertheless, I say to you, it will bemore bearable for the land of S'domonYomHaDin
than for you.

25 At that time, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Modeh Ani, Avi, Adon HaShomayim
v'HaAretz, (I thank you, Father, L-rd of Heaven and Earth), because you hid these things
from the chachamim (wise) and those with seichel, and to them they are nistar (hidden,
esoteric), and youmade a hisgalus (revelation) of them unto ollelim (infants).

26Ken, Avi, for thus it was pleasing in your sight.
27All things were given to me by Avi, and no one has daas (knowledge) of HaBen except

HaAv, nor does anyone have daas of HaAv, except HaBen, and anyone to whom HaBen
chooses to unveil him.

28 Come to me, all you who are burden-weary and heavy laden, and I will give you
Shabbos menuchah.

29Takemyol (yoke)uponyouand learn fromme, for I amanav (humble) andhave shiflut
(lowliness) in lev (heart), and you will find menuchah (rest, security)‡ for your nefashot
(souls).§

30Formy* ol (yoke) is easy andmy burden is light.†

12
1At that time Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwent on Shabbos through the grainfields. And

his talmidimwere hungry and began to pick the heads of wheat and to eat them.
2But the Perushim, seeing this, said to Moshiach: Hinei! Your talmidim are doing what

is asur on Shabbos!
3But Moshiach said to them, Have you not read what Dovid HaMelech did when he and

those with himwere hungry,
4 how he entered into the Beis HASHEM and ate the Lechem HaPanim (the Bread of the

Presence), which was not mutar (permissible) for him to eat nor the ones with him, but
only the kohanim?

5Or have you not read in the Torah that on Shabbos the kohanim aremechallel Shabbos
in the Beis Hamikdash and yet are blameless?*

6But I say to you that something greater than the Beis Hamikdash is here.
7But if you'dhaddaaswhat thismeans, CHESEDCHAFATZTIVLOZEVACH†(Idesiremercy

and not sacrifice), you would not have condemned the innocent.
8For the Bar Enosh (Moshiach) is Adon HaShabbos.
9And having gone from there, he went into their shul.
10 And hinei! There was a man with a withered hand. And they questioned Rebbe,

MelechHaMoshiach, asking, Is itmutar (permissible) to bring refuah (healing)onShabbos?
They did this in order to bring accusation against him.

11But Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them,Whatmanwill there be among you,who
owns a keves (lamb), and if it falls into a pit on Shabbos, will not take hold of it and lift it
out?

12Therefore, howmuchmore valuable is aman than a keves. For this reason, it ismutar
(permissible) on Shabbos to do HaTov.

13ThenRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to theman, Stretch out your hand. And theman
stretched out his hand. And it was restored to health, as sound as the other hand.

14 But the Perushim went out and took counsel against Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach so
that theymight destroy him.

15But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having da'as of this, departed from there. Andmany
multitudes followed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and he brought refuah to them all.

16 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach warned them that they should not make him
manifest.

17This was to fulfill what was spoken through Yeshayah HaNavi, saying,
18HEN AVDI ETMACH BO, BECHIRI RATZTAH NAFSHI, NATATI RUCHI ALAV, MISHPAT

LAGOYIM YOTZI, (Here is my Servant, whom I uphold, my Chosen One in whom my Soul
delights, I will putmy Spirit on him, he will bring Justice to the Nations),

19LO YITZAK VLO YISSAH VLO YASHMIA BACHUTZ KOLO (He will not shout nor cry out
nor raise the sound of his voice in the street.)

20KANEHRATZUTZLOYISHBORUFISHTAHCHEHAHLOYECHABENAHLE-EMETYOTZI
MISHPAT (A bruised reed he will not break nor a smoldering wick will he snuff out) until
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach leads mishpat (justice) to victory.
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21And in his Name, HAGOYIMwill put their tikvah (hope).‡
22 Then a man, blind and mute, who was possessed by shedim, was brought to Rebbe,

MelechHaMoshiach, andhebrought refuah tohim, so that themutemanwasable to speak
and to see.

23And all the multitudes were amazed and they were saying, Surely this is not the Ben
Dovid,§ is he?

24But, having heard this, the Perushim said, This one does not cast out shedim except by
Baal-zibbul, the Sar HaShedim (the Prince of Demons).

25 But having daas of their thoughts, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Every
malchut that is divided against itself is made desolate, and every ir (city) and bais (house)
that is divided against itself will not stand.

26And if HaSatan casts out HaSatan, he is divided against himself. How, therefore, will
the Malchut HaSatan stand?

27And if by Baal-zibbul I cast out the shedim, by whom do your banim (sons) cast them
out? Therefore, they will be your shofetim (judges).

28 But if by the Ruach Hakodesh I* cast out the shedim, then upon you the Malchut
HASHEM has arrived.

29 Or how is someone able to enter the Bayit HaGibbor and confiscate his furnishings
unless he binds the Gibbor first. Then he will plunder the Bayit HaGibbor.

30The one not withme† is against me.‡ And the one not gathering withme scatters.
31Therefore, I say to you, every chet (sin) and gidduf (blasphemy)will be forgiven men,

but whoever commits Chillul HASHEM against the Ruach Hakodesh will not be forgiven.
32And whoever speaks a word against the Bar Enosh§ will be granted selicha (forgive-

ness), but whoever speaks against the Ruach Hakodesh, selicha will not be granted him
either in the OlamHazeh or in the OlamHabah.

33 Either make the etz (tree) tov (good) and its pri (fruit) will be tov, or make the etz
nishchat (corrupt) and its pri will be rah; for by its pri the etz is known.

34Youbanimofnechashim (sonsof snakes), howareyouable to speak tovot (good things),
for out of the abundance of the lev (heart) the mouth speaks.

35 The ish tov (good man) out of the good otzar (treasure) brings forth good; and the ish
rah out of the evil otzar brings forth evil.

36But I say to you, that for every careless lashon horah (evil speech) thatmen speak, they
will be called to account on the YomHaDin (the Day of Judgment).

37For by your devarim youwill be pronounced tzodek (righteous), and by your devarim
youwill be charged with guilt.

38Then some of the Sofrim and Perushim answered Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, saying,
Rabbi, we desire to see an ot (miraculous sign) from you.

39But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered them, Dor rah umnaef (an evil and adulter-
ous generation) seeks for an ot (miraculous sign), but no ot will be given it except the ot of
Yonah HaNavi.

40 For just as Yonah was in the belly of the great fish SHLOSHAH YAMIM USHLOSHAH
LAILAH*(three days and three nights), so will be the Bar Enosh (Moshiach) in the heart of
the earth SHLOSHAH YAMIMUSHLOSHAH LAILOT (three days and three nights).

41Themen of Ninevehwill stand up at the YomHaDinwith this generation and theywill
condemn it, for the men of Ninevehmade teshuva at the darshenen (preaching) of Yonah,
and, hinei, somethingmuch greater than Yonah is here.

42 The Queen of the South will be made to stand up alive at the Yom HaDin with this
generation and will condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the
chochmah of Sh'lomo and, hinei, somethingmuch greater than Sh'lomo is here.

43Nowwhen the ruach hatameh (unclean spirit) goes out from the man, it goes through
dry places seeking amanoach (resting place) and it does not find one.

44Then it says, Intomy haunt I will return fromwhere I came out. And having come out,
it finds thebais standing empty, havingbeen swept andhavingbeenput beseder (in order).

45 Then it goes and takes along with itself seven other ruchot more evil than itself and,
having entered the residence, it sets up house there, and the last state of that man has
becomeworse than the first. Thus it will be with this evil generation also.

46While he was still speaking to the multitudes, hinei, Moshiachʼs Em and achim stood
outside, seeking to speak with him.
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47 And someone said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Hinei! Your Em and your achim
have stood outside seeking to speak with you.

48AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said in reply to the one speakingwith him,Who ismy
Em andwho aremy achim?

49 And stretching out his hand upon his talmidim, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said,
Hinei, my Em andmy achim.

50For whoever does the ratzon (will) of Avi sh'ba'Shomayim,† he is my ach (brother) and
achot (sister) and Em (Mother).

13
1On that day, having gone out of the bais, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach sat beside the lake.
2And many multitudes gathered together to him so that he got into a sirah (boat) to sit

down, and the entire multitude stood along the shore.
3And Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach told themmany things inmeshalim (parables), saying

Hinei! The Sower went out to sow.*
4 And while he sowed, on the one hand, this† fell along the road, and the birds having

come, devoured them.
5And others fell upon the rocky places, where there is notmuch soil, and immediately it

sprouts on account of the lack of the soilʼs depth.
6Andwhen the shemesh (sun) arose, the zera (seed)was scorched, and because it did not

have a root, it withered.
7And others fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
8But others fell on the adamah tovah (good ground), and they yielded fruit: the one, one

hundred, the other, sixty, the other, thirty.
9The one having oznayim (spiritual ears), let him hear!
10And, approaching, the talmidim said to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Why inmeshalim

(parables) are you speaking to them?
11And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered them, Because to you it has been granted

to have daas of the razim (mysteries) of the Malchut HaShomayim, but to those it has not
been granted.

12For whoever has,‡will be given to him, and he will have an abundance. But whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.§

13 For this reason in meshalim I am speaking to them, for while seeing they do not see,
and* hearing they do not hear, nor do they have binah (understanding).

14 And in them is fulfilled the nevuah (prophecy) of Yeshayah HaNavi, saying, SHIMU
SHAMOA VAL TAVINU UREU RAO VAL TEIDAU (In hearing you will hear and by no means
understand, and seeing youwill see and by nomeans perceive).

15 HASHMEIN LEV HAAM HAZEH VAZNAV HACHBEID VEINAV HASHA, PEN YIREH
VEINAV UVEAZNAV YISHMAH ULEVAVO YAVIN, VSHAV NRAFAH LOH.†(For the heart of
this people has been made dull, and [their] ears are hard of hearing, and their eyes are shut,
lest they see with the their eyes and with [their] ears they hear, and with the lev (heart) they
understand and they turn and I will give them refuah [healing]).

16But ashrey are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.
17For truly I say to you thatmanyNeviimand tzaddikimdesired to seewhat you see, and

they did not see,‡ and to hear what you hear, and they did not hear it.
18You, therefore, listen to themashal of the sower.
19When anyone hears the Dvar HaMalchut and does not have binah, HaRah (the Evil

one) comes and seizes that which was sown in his lev (heart). This is the zera (seed) sown
along the path.

20And the zera sown upon the rocky places is the person listening to the Dvar HASHEM
and immediately with simcha receives it.

21 Yet he has no root in himself but is short-lived, and when ES TZARAH comes or
persecution on account of the Dvar HASHEM, immediately he ceases being a maamin
Meshichi (Messianic believer) and becomes meshummad (apostate), falling away and
giving up the§ faith.*
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22 And the† sown among the thorns is the one hearing the dvar (word), and the rogez
HaOlam Hazeh‡(the anxiety of this age) and the mirmah (deceit) of riches, choke the Dvar
HASHEM and it becomes unfruitful.§

23And the zera sownupon the adamah tovah (the goodground), this is the onewhohears
theDvarHASHEMand, understanding,* indeed bears pri and, one produces a hundred, the
other sixty, the other thirty.

24Anothermashal Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach placed before them, saying, TheMalchut
HaShomayim is like aman sowing zera tov (good seed) in his field.

25 But while men slept, his oyev (enemy) came and oversowed weeds in between the
wheat and went away.

26But when the wheat sprouted and produced pri, then the weeds also appeared.
27So the servants of the Baal Bayit said to him, Adoneinu, did you not sow zera tov (good

seed) in your field? How then does it have weeds?
28And he said to them, An oyev did this. So the servants say to him, Do youwant us to go

and pull them all?
29 But he says, No, lest gathering the weeds you should uproot the wheat together with

them.
30Permit both to grow together until the Katzir (harvest); and in time of the Katzir, I will

say to the kotzerim, Collect first the weeds, and bind them into bundles to burn them. But
the wheat gather into my storehouse.

31Anothermashal Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach placed before them, saying, TheMalchut
HaShomayim is like amustard seed, which aman took and sowed in his field.

32This that is indeed less than all the zeraim (seeds), but when it grows, it is larger than
the garden vegetables and it becomes an etz (tree), so that the OPH HASHOMAYIM† come
and dwell in its branches.

33 Another mashal Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach spoke to them. The Malchut
HaShomayim is like seor (leaven), which having taken, a woman hid in three satas of
wheat flour until the whole was leavened.

34All these things Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach spoke inmeshalim to themultitudes. And
apart frommeshalim Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not speak to them:

35 So that might be fulfilled what was spoken through the Navi, saying, EFTCHA
VMASHAL PI AVIAH CHIDOT (I will openmymouthwith parables, I will utter things having
been hidden) from the foundation of the world (Ps 78:2).

36Then having sent away themultitudes, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach came into the bais
(house). AndMoshiachʼs talmidimapproachedhim, saying, Explain to us themashal of the
weeds of the field.

37And answering, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, The Sower of the zera tov is the Bar
Enosh (Moshiach).

38 The field is HaOlam Hazeh. And the zera tov, the good seed, these are the Bnei
HaMalchut, and the weeds, these are the bnei HaRah‡(sons of the Evil one).

39 And the Oyev (the Enemy) sowing them is HaSatan. And the Katzir (Harvest), this is
HaKetz HaOlam (the end of the age). And the kotzerim (reapers, harvesters) are malachim
(angels).

40As the weeds are pulled up and gathered and are consumedwith Eish (Fire), so also it
will be at the Ketz HaOlam.

41The Bar Enosh§ will send forth his malachim, and they will pull up and gather out of
the Moshiachʼs Malchut all the things making meshummad (apostate) and the ones who
are without gezetz (law) and antinomian.*

42 And Moshiachʼs malachim will throw them into the furnace of Eish; there will be
weeping and grinding of teeth.

43Then the tzaddikimwill shine as the shemesh (sun) in theMalchut of their Father. The
one having oznayim (spiritual ears), let him hear.

44 The Malchut HaShomayim is like otzar (treasure) hidden in the field, which, having
found, amanhid. And from the simcha he experienced, he goes away and sells everything
he has and buys that field.

45Again, the Malchut HaShomayim is like amerchant searching for fine pearls.
46 And having found one precious peninah (pearl), he went away and liquidated

everything he had and acquired it.
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47Again, theMalchut HaShomayim is like a reshet (net) having been cast into the lake, a
reshet collecting and gathering dagim (fish) of all descriptions,

48 which, when this reshet (net) was filled, they hoisted it upon the shore, sat down,
collected the tov (good) into a creel, and the rah (evil), they threw out.

49Thus it will be at HaKetzHaOlamHazeh (The Endof ThisWorld). Themalachimwill go
out and they will separate the resha'im from among the tzaddikim.

50And they will throw the resha'im into the furnace of Eish. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51Did you have binah of all these things? They say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Ken.
52 So Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Therefore, every sofer (scribe, torah

teacher, rabbi) who becomes a talmid of the Malchut HaShomayim is like a man† a Baal
Bayit, who takes out of his otzar (treasure), chadashot (new things) and also yeshanot (old
things).

53And it came aboutwhen Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach finished thesemeshalim, that he
went away from there.

54And having come intoMoshiachʼs shtetl, he beganministering as amoreh (teacher) in
their shul, so that theywere amazed and said, Fromwhere did this chochmah come to this
one, this chochmah and these moftim (miracles, wonders, omens)?

55 Is this not the ben hanaggar (the carpenterʼs son)? Is not his Em called Miryam? And
are not his achim Ya'akov,‡ Yosef, Shim'on and Yehuda?§

56And are not his achayot (sisters)with us? Fromwhere, therefore, came to this one all
these things?

57 And they were taking offense at Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. But Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach said to them, A Navi (prophet) is not without honor except in his hometown
and in his bais.

58 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not accomplish in that place many moftim,
because of their lack of emunah (faith) and bitachon (trust).

14
1 At that time reports about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came to the oznayim (ears) of

Herod the Tetrarch.
2 And he said to his servants, This one is Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva. He has

had his Techiyah (Resurrection) from HaMesim (the Dead) and for this reason the moftim
(wonders) are working in him.

3For Herod had Yochanan arrested and bound him and threw him into the beit hasohar
(prison), on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philippos.

4For Yochanan kept on saying to him, It is asur for you to have her.
5And [although]Herodwas desiring to kill Yochanan, he feared the crowd, because they

considered Yochanan a Navi.
6 Now at the yom huledet celebration of Herod, it came about that the daughter of

Herodias danced before them and Herod was pleased.
7Herod, therefore, with a shevuah, promised to give to her whatever shemight ask.
8 So she, prompted by her mother, said, Give to me here upon a serving tray the rosh

(head) Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva.
9And, although grieving, the king commanded [it] to be given, on account of the shevuot

(oaths) and the fellowmuzmanim (guests).
10And he sent and had Yochanan beheaded in the beit hasohar.
11And the rosh Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuvawas brought upon a serving tray, and

it was presented to the girl and she presented it to her mother.
12And Yochananʼs talmidim approached and carried away the niftar (deceased person)

and buried him. Then they went and reported [it] to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
13 And when he heard [this], he withdrew from there in a sirah (boat) to a desolate

place by himself. And when the multitudes heard [this], they followed Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach by land from the shtetlach.

14And having gone out, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw a great multitude, and Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach felt rachmei shomayim (heavenly compassion) for them and brought
refuah (healing) to their cholim.
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15Nowwhenerev (evening) came,Moshiachʼs talmidimcame tohim, saying, Thisplace is
desolate and the time is late. Dismiss themultitude, so that, having gone into the shtetlach,
theymay buy for themselves okhel (food).

16 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, They have no need to go away. You
yourselves give them something to eat.

17But Moshiachʼs talmidim say to him,We do not have here anything except five loaves
and of dagim (fish), only two.

18But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Bring them here to me.
19 And having commanded the multitudes to recline on the grass* and having taken

the five loaves and the two dagim, and having looked up to Shomayim, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach said a bracha over the okhel, and having offered the betziat halechem (the
breaking of the bread), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave the lechem to the talmidim, and
Moshiachʼs talmidim served the lechem to themultitudes.

20 And everyone ate and they were satisfied, and they took away shirayim (Rebbeʼs
remainders, leftovers), shneym asar (twelve) baskets full.

21And the ones eating were about chamesh elafim (five thousand)men, apart from the
nashim and yeladim.

22And immediatelyRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach compelled the talmidim toboard a sirah
(boat) and to go on ahead of him to the other side until hemight send away themultitudes.

23 And having sent away the multitudes, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went up to the
mountain by himself to daven. Nowwhen erev had come, he was alone there.

24Now the sirah (boat), being tossed by thewaves for thewindwas against them,was by
this timemany stadia distant from the land.

25 Now in the fourth watch of the night (between three o'clock and six o'clock in the
morning), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came to them, walking on the lake.

26But Moshiachʼs talmidim, having seen himwalking on the lake, were terribly shaken,
saying, It is a ruach refaim (an apparition)! From pachad they cried out.

27 And immediately Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach spoke to them, saying, Chazak! Ani
Hu.†(I am he) Do not be afraid.

28 And Kefa said in reply to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, if it is really you,
commandme to come to you al pnei hamayim (on the surface of the waters).

29And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Boh! (Come!) And having gone down from the
sirah (boat), Kefa walked al pnei hamayim (on the surface of the waters) and came toward
him.

30And seeing the strongwind, Kefawas afraid, and having begun to sink, Kefa cried out,
saying, Azreini! Adoni, hoshieini! (Help! L-rd, saveme!)

31 And immediately Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having stretched out (his) hand, took
hold of Kefa and says to him, One of little emunah, why did you doubt?

32And as they were going up into the sirah (boat), the wind became still.
33And the ones in the sirah (boat) fell down before Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying,

Beemes (Actually) you are the Ben HaElohim!
34And having crossed over, they came onto the land at Gennesaret.
35And having recognized him, themen of that place sent into all the surrounding region

around, and they brought to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach all the cholim,
36 and they were appealing to him that they might touch even the Moshiachʼs tzitzit on

his garment, and all who did, receivedMoshiachʼs refuah (healing).‡

15
1 Then Perushim and Sofrim (rabbonim) from Yerushalayim approach Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, saying,
2Why do your talmidim transgress theMasoret HaZekenim (the Tradition of the Elders)?

For they do not do the netilat yadayim before meals.
3 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, in reply to them, said, Why [do] also you transgress

themitzvat HASHEM for the sake of your ownmasoros?
4 For HASHEM has said, KABED ES AVICHA VES IMMECHA*(honor your father and your

mother), andMKALELAVIV VIMMOMOTYUMAT†(the one cursing his father andmother, to
die hemust die).

5But you say,Whoever says to his abba or his em,whatever support youmight have had
fromme, [it is] a gift.‡

* 14:19 as at tish † 14:27 Ex 3:14 ‡ 14:36 Isa 53:5 * 15:4 Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16 † 15:4 Ex 21:17; Lv 20:9 ‡ 15:5
i.e., korban, dedicated to G-d
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6 By no means does [anyone who says this] honor his abba or em. And you nullify the
Dvar HASHEM on account of yourmasoros.

7You tzevuim, well did Yeshayah give a dvar hanevuah concerning you, saying,
8 YAAN KI NIGASH HAAM HAZEH BEFIV UVISHFATAV KI-BDUNI VLIBO RICHAK MI-

MENI, (This people with their lips honorme, but their heart is far away fromme),
9VATEHI YIRATAMOTI MITZVAT ANASHIMMELUMADAH§(and in vain do they worship

me, teaching as doctrines themitzvot of [mere] men).
10Andhaving summoned themultitude, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, Listen

and understand!
11 It is not the thing entering into themouth thatmakes theman tameh (unclean), but the

thing going out from themouth, this makes theman tameh.
12ThenMoshiachʼs talmidimapproachedandsay tohim,Doyouknowthat thePerushim

took offense when they heard [this] dvar?
13But Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, in reply, said, Every plant which Avi sh'ba'Shomayim

did not plant will be uprooted.
14 Leave them. They are blind morei derech (guides, teachers) of [the] blind. And if the

ivver (blindman) leads the ivrim (blind), both will fall into a pit.
15And Kefa said in reply to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Explain to us themashal.
16And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Are you still devoid of binah (understanding)?
17 Do you not have daas that everything which enters into the mouth goes into the

stomach and passes into a latrine?
18But the things coming out from themouth come out from the lev (heart), whichmakes

tameh.
19 For out of the lev comes evil machshavot (thoughts): retzichot (murders), niufim

(adulteries), zenunim (fornications), genevot (thefts), eduyot sheker (false testimonies),
giddufim (revilements).

20These are the thingsmaking theman tameh, but eating with hands lacking the netilat
yadayim (ritual of the washing of the hands),* this does not make theman tameh.

21 And having gone from that place, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach withdrew into the
districts of Tzor and Tzidon.

22 And a woman from Kena'an came out from those regions, and was shouting, Have
mercy onme, Adoni, Ben Dovid! My bat is in torment possessed by shedim.

23But Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach did not answer her aword. AndMoshiachʼs talmidim
having approached, were asking him, saying, Send her away; she shouts after us.

24 But, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, I was not sent except to the Seh Oveid
Beis Yisroel (the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel).

25But she came and fell down before him, saying, Adoni, azreini (L-rd, helpme).
26But, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, It is not good to take the lechem of the

Banim and throw it to the kelevim (dogs).
27 But she said, Ken, Adoni, but even the kelevim eat the crumbs falling from the tish

(table) of their masters.
28 Then, in reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to her, O woman, great [is] your

emunah. Let it be done for you as youwish. And the bat (daughter) of herwas given refuah
(healing) at that very hour.

29Andhavingpassedover fromthatplace, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachcamebesideLake
Kinneret, andhaving gone up themountain, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas sitting there.

30 And great multitudes approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having with them
pisechim (lame), ivrim (blind), the crippled, themute, andmany others, and they laid them
at Moshiachʼs feet, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave the cholim (sick persons) refuah
(healing).

31 The result was that the multitude was astounded, witnessing mute people speaking,
cripplesmadewhole, the pisechim (lame)walking, and the ivrim (blindpeople) seeing, and
they gave kavod to Elohei Yisroel.

32AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, having summonedhis talmidim, said, I have rachmei
shomayim for the multitudes, for already shloshah yamim (three days) they remain with
me and they do not have anything they may eat, and I do not want to send them away
famished, lest theymight faint on the way.

33AndMoshiachʼs talmidimsay tohim, Fromwherebamidbar (in thewilderness) is there
enough lechem for us to feed such a vast multitude?

§ 15:9 Isa 29:13 * 15:20 SeeMt 27:24
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34Andhe says to them,Howmuch lechem, howmany loaves doyouhave? And they said,
Sheva, and a few dagim.

35Andwhen Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach gave the command for themultitude to recline
on the ground,

36 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach took the loaves numbering sheva and the dagim, and,
making a bracha, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach offered the betziat halechem (the breaking
of the bread) and served them to the talmidim, and Moshiachʼs talmidim served them to
themultitudes.

37And everyone ate and they were satisfied, and the Rebbeʼs farbrengen shirayimwere
numbering sheva baskets full.

38And the ones eatingwere arbaat elafim (four thousand)men, not counting nashimand
yeladim.

39 And having sent away the multitudes, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach embarked in the
sirah (boat), and came to the region of Magadan.

16
1 And the Perushim and Tzedukim approached, to test Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,

asking him to present themwith an ot (sign) from Shomayim.
2 But in reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, When it is erev, you say, It will

be fair weather, for the sky is fiery red.
3 And in the boker (morning) you say, There will be stormy weather today, for the

sky is overcast fiery red and threatening. You have daas to distinguish the signs of the
appearance of the sky, but you can't discern the signs of the times?*

4 A dor rah umnaef (an evil and adulterous generation) demands an ot (sign), and no
ot will be given it except the ot of Yonah HaNavi. And having left them, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach went away.

5 When the Moshiachʼs talmidim arrived at the other side, they had forgotten to take
lechem.

6 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Take special precaution against the
chametz (swelling leaven) of the Perushim and Tzedukim.

7But they began reasoning among themselves, saying, We took no lechem.
8But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, aware of their machshavot (thoughts), said, You men

of little emunah, why do you reason among yourselves that you have no lechem?
9 Do you not yet have binah or remember the five loaves of the chamesh elafim (five

thousand), and howmany baskets full you took up?
10Or the shevah loaves of the arbaat elafim (four thousand), andhowmany large baskets

full you took up?
11How is it that you do not chap (graspmentally) that I did not speak to you concerning

lechem? But beware of the chametz (swelling, all-permeating leaven)† of the Perushim and
Tzedukim.

12ThenMoshiachʼs talmidim understood that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not say to
beware of the chametz of the lechem, but of the chametz of the teaching of the Perushim
and the Tzedukim.

13Now, having arrived in the district of Caesarea Philippi, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
began asking his talmidim, saying, Who domen say that [I] the Bar Enosh am?

14 And Moshiachʼs talmidim said, Some say Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva, and
others say, Eliyahu HaNavi, but still others say, Yirmeyah or one of the Neviim.

15He says to them, But you, who do you consider me to be?
16 And, Shim'on Kefa said in reply, You are the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the Ben

Elohim Chayyim!
17 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply to him, Ashrey atah (happy are you),

Shim'on Bar-Yonah, because basar vadahm (flesh and blood) did not give you this hisgalus
(revelation), but Avi sh'ba'Shomayim.

18 And I also say to you that you are Shim'on Kefa‡ and upon this TSUR I will build my
Kehillah, my Chavurah (the Community ofMoshiach) and the shaarei Sheol (gates of Sheol)
shall not overpower it.

19 I will give you the maftechot Malchut HaShomayim (keys of the Kingdom of Heaven);
and whatever you shall bind as asur (prohibited) on haaretz shall be bound as asur
(prohibited) in Shomayim, and whatever you shall loose as mutar (permitted) on haaretz
shall be loosed as mutar (permitted) in Shomayim.

* 16:3 T.N. See Ro 1:18 † 16:11 like evil, like gaavah, pride ‡ 16:18 Petros
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20 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave the directive to his talmidim that they should
tell no one that he was the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

21 From that point he began to explain to his talmidim that it was necessary that
Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach go to Yerushalayim, and suffermany things from the Zekenim
(Elders), and the Rashei Hakohanim (the Chief Priests) and the Sofrim (Scribes) and it was
necessary forMoshiach tobekilledandhavehishistalkus (passing), thathewouldundergo
the Techiyas HaMoshiach (Resurrection ofMoshiach) on YomHaShlishi.

22And Kefa took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, Chas vshalom (G-d forbid)!
Adoni, this shall never happen to you!

23But Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach turned and said to Kefa, Get behindme, HaSatan! You
are a michshol (stumbling block) to me; for you are not setting your mind on the things of
HASHEM, but the things of Bnei Adam!

24Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to his talmidim, If anyonewishes to come after
me, let him turn in hinnazrut (self-denial), and take up his etz shel mesiros nefesh (tree of
self-sacrifice), and followme.

25 For whoever wishes to save his nefesh shall lose it; but whoever loses his nefesh on
account of me§ shall find it.

26 For what will a man be benefited if he acquires the whole world and forfeits his
neshamah, or what will a man give in exchange for his neshamah?

27For the Bar Enosh* is about to come in the kavod of his Avwith his malachim andwill
then recompense everyman according to his ma'asim.

28Omein, I say to you, there are some of thosewho are standing herewho shall not taste
death until they see the Bias of the Bar Enosh† coming in his Malchut.

17
1And after shisha yamim (six days), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach took Kefa, Ya'akov and

Yochanan his brother; he brings them up to a highmountain in yechidus.
2 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was transfigured before them, and Moshiachʼs face

shone like the shemesh (sun), and his garments became brilliant like the ohr.
3And hinei! There appeared before them Moshe Rabbenu and Eliyahu HaNavi confer-

ring with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
4AndKefa said in reply to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, Adoni, it is good for us to be here.

If youwish, Iwillmake shalosh sukkot here: one for you, and one forMoshe Rabbenu, and
one for Eliyahu HaNavi.

5While he was speaking, hinei! A brightly shining anan (cloud) overshadowed them,
and hinei! A bat kol (a voice fromheaven) out of the ananwas saying, This is My Ben ahuvi
(beloved Son)with whom I amwell-pleased. Listen to him.

6And having heard this, the talmidim fell on their faces and were filled with pachad.
7And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came to them, and touched them, and said, Arise, and

do not be afraid.
8And lifting their eyes, they sawno one except only Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach himself,

alone.
9 And as Moshiachʼs talmidim were coming down from the mountain, Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach gave them this directive saying, Tell themareh (vision) to no one until the Bar
Enosh* has undergone the Techiyas HaMoshiach.

10 And Moshiachʼs talmidim asked him, saying, Why then do the Sofrim say that it is
necessary for Eliyahu HaNavi to come first?

11 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, Eliyahu HaNavi does indeed have his
coming andwill restore all things.

12But I say to you, that Eliyahu has come already, and they did not have daas of him, but
did to himwhatever they willed.† So also the Bar Enosh‡ is about to suffer by them.

13Then theMoshiachʼs talmidimhad binah that he spoke to themabout Yochanan of the
tevilah of teshuva.

14Andwhen they came to themultitude, a man came up to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
falling down before him.

15And the man said, Adoni, grant rachamim (mercy) on this ben (son) of mine, for he is
an epileptic, and suffers horribly; for often he falls into the eish, and often into themayim.

16And I brought him to your talmidim, and they could not give him refuah.

§ 16:25 Moshiach * 16:27 Moshiach † 16:28 Moshiach * 17:9 Moshiach † 17:12 Mt 6:10 ‡ 17:12
Moshiach
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17 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, O perverted generation without
emunah, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here
to me.

18 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach rebuked it, and the shed came out of him, and the
bocher received his refuah that hour.

19Then the talmidim came to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in a yechidus (privatemeeting
with the Rebbe), and said, Whywere we not able to cast it out?

20And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, On account of your little emunah, for,
omein, I say to you, if you have emunah as amustard seed, you shall say to this mountain,
Move from here, and it shall be moved; and nothing shall be impossible for you.

21But this kind§ do not come out except by tefillah and tzom.
22And as they were gathering together in the Galil, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to

them, The Bar Enosh* is about to be handed over, even betrayed, into the hands of Bnei
Adam.

23And they will kill him, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach will have a histalkus (passing)
and will undergo the Techiyas HaMoshiach on the Yom HaShlishi. And Moshiachʼs
talmidimwere deeply moved with agmat nefesh (grief).

24And when they had come to K'far-Nachum, those who collected the two drachma tax
approached Kefa, and said, Does your rebbe not pay the two drachma tax?

25Kefa said, Ken. AndwhenKefa came into the bais (house), Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
anticipatedKefawith thisquestion,What thinkyou, Shim'on? Fromwhomdo themelechei
haaretz (kings of the earth) collect customs or poll tax, from their banim (sons) or from
zarim (strangers)?

26 And upon Kefaʼs saying, From zarim, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to Kefa, Veha
raya (consequently), the banim are patur (exempt, free).

27But, lest we give themoffense, go to the yam (sea), and cast in a hook, and take the first
dag (fish) that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a stater (coin). Take
that and give it to them for you and for me.

18
1At that time, the talmidim approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach with this she'elah

saying, Who then is greatest in theMalchut HaShomayim?
2And having called a yeled to himself, he set him before them,
3 and said, Omein, I say to you, unless you change inwardly and have a complete turn

around and become like yeladim, you shall never enter theMalchut HaShomayim.
4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself as this yeled, he is the greatest in the Malchut

HaShomayim.
5Andwhoever receives one such yeled inmy Name receives me.*
6But whoever causes amichshol (stumbling block) for one of these little ones, who have

emunah inme, it is better for him that a heavymillstone behung aroundhis neck, and that
he be drowned in the depth of the sea.

7 Oy lOlam (Woe to the World) because of its michsholim (stumbling blocks)! For it is
inevitable that michsholim come; but oy to that man through whom themichshol comes.

8And if your hand or your foot causes a michshol for you, cut it off, and throw it from
you. It is better for you to enter Chayyim crippled or as one of the pisechim (lame), than,
having two hands and two feet, to be cast into the Eish Olam (Eternal Fire).

9And if your eye causes amichshol for you, pluck it out and throw it fromyou. It is better
for you to enter Chayyim one-eyed than, having two eyes, to be cast into the Gehinnom
HaEish.

10See to it that you do not look down on one of these little ones, for I say to you that their
malachimwhich are in Shomayim continually behold the face of Avi sh'ba'Shomayim (my
Father who is in Heaven).

11For the Bar Enosh† came to save that which was lost.
12What do you think? If anyman owns a hundred kevesim (sheep) and one of them has

gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the hillsides and go and search for the
one that is straying?

13And if it turns out that he finds it, beemes I say to you, he hasmore simcha (joy) over it
than over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray.

§ 17:21 i.e., kind of mazikim (malicious spirits) * 17:22Moshiach * 18:5Moshiach † 18:11Moshiach
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14Thus it is not the ratzonHASHEM, thewill of your Av sh'ba'Shomayim, that one of these
little ones perish.

15 And if your Ach b'Moshiach sins against you, go and reprove him in private, just
between the two of you; if he listens to you, you have gained your Ach b'Moshiach.

16But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more Achim b'Moshiach with you, so
that by the PI SHNAYIM SHLOSHAH EDIM‡(by the mouth of two or three witnesses) every
word shall be established.

17But if he refuses to listen to them, speak to the shtiebel kehillah, and if he even refuses
to hear the kehillah, let him be to you as the Goy (heathen, pagan) and the moches (tax-
collector).

18Omein, I say to you, whatever you bind as asur (prohibited) on haaretz will have been
bound in Shomayim, and whatever you permit as mutar on haaretz is mutar (permitted)
in Shomayim.

19Again, omein, I say to you, that if two of you will be in agreement about anything on
haaretz that you petition for, it will be done for them by Avi sh'ba'Shomayim.

20 For where two or three are gathered as a Chavurah and are a Kehillah in my name,§
there I am in themidst of them.

21Then, having approached, Kefa said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach: Adoni, how often
will my brother sin against me and I will grant to him selicha (forgiveness)? As many as
shevah (seven) times?

22Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to Kefa, I do not say to you asmany as shevah, but as
many as shivim (seventy) times shevah.

23 Therefore, the Malchut HaShomayim is like a melech, a king, who wished to settle
accounts with his servants.

24 And having begun to settle accounts, a debtor owing ten thousand talents (i.e.,
60,000,000 denarii)was brought to themelech.

25And, as this debtor did not have the means to pay what was owed his adon, the king
commanded that he and his wife and children and everything he possessed be sold and
the debt repaid.

26Therefore, crying out for rachamim (mercy) and falling down before him, the servant
said, Have savlanut (patience)withme and I will pay back to you everything!

27 And out of rachamanut (compassion), the adon of that servant pardoned him and
forgave the choiv (debt).

28 Then the debtor went out and found one of the other fellow servants who happened
to owe the debtor one hundred denarii. And seizing and choking the servant, the debtor
said, Repay what you oweme!

29And, fallingdown, the servant said to thedebtor, Have savlanut (patience)withmeand
I will repay you.

30But the debtor was not willing. Then the debtor went and threw the servant into the
beit hasohar (prison) until he should repay the debt.

31Therefore, when themanʼs fellow servants sawwhat had taken place, great was their
agmat nefesh (grief), and they went and reported to their adon all that had taken place.

32Thenhaving summoned thedebtor, his adonsaid tohim,Wicked servant, all that choiv
(debt) I forgave you, because you beggedme.

33Was it not necessary also for you to have rachamim (mercy)upon your fellow servant?
34And in charon af (wrath), his adon handed the debtor over to the keepers of the beit

hasohar until the debtor should repay the entire choiv (debt).
35 Thus also Avi sh'ba'Shomayim will do to you, unless you grant selicha (forgiveness),

each one to his brother from your lev (heart).

19
1 And it came to pass when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach finished these devarim, he

departed from the Galil and came into the regions of Yehudah east of the Yarden River.
2 And a great multitude followed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, who brought refuah

(healing) to them there.
3And the Perushim approached himwith a she'elah to test him, and they asked him, Is it

mutar (permissible) for a man to give a get (divorce) to his wife for any and every reason?
4 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, Have you not read that HaBoreh (The

Creator, Yotzer) bereshis (in the beginning) created them zachar (male) and nekevah
(female)?*

‡ 18:16 Dt 19:15 § 18:20Moshiach * 19:4 Gn 1:27; 5:2
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5 And he said, AL KEN, YAAZAV ISH ES AVIV V'ES IMMO V'DAVAK B'ISHTO V'HAYU
L'VASAR ECHAD (a man will leave his father and his mother and will be joined to his isha
(wife), and the twowill be one flesh).†

6 So they are no longer shnayim (two) but basar echad (one flesh). Therefore, whatever
HASHEM joined together, let noman divide asunder.

7They say tohim,Why thendidMosheRabbenugive themitzvah to give the get, the sefer
keritut, and send her away?

8He says to them, Moshe, because of your hardness of heart, permitted you to give the
get to your wives; but from bereshis (in the beginning), however, it was not so.

9But I‡ say to you that whoever, the case of zenut (fornication) being excepted, gives the
get to his wife andmarries another, is guilty of niuf (adultery).

10Moshiachʼs talmidim say to him, If thus is the case of the man with the wife, nikhnas
l'chuppah (to be wed) is not advantageous.

11But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Not everyone is able to accept this dvar
torah, but rather those to whom it has been given.

12 For there are sarisim (eunuchs)who from the womb of their Emwere born thus, and
there are sarisimwhoweremade sarisimbymen, and there are sarisimwhomake sarisim
of themselves for the sakeof theMalchutHaShomayim. Theoneable to receive this, lethim
receive it.

13 Then yeladim were brought to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach that he might place his
hands on them and say a bracha. However, Moshiachʼs talmidim rebuked them.

14But he said, Permit the yeladim to come to me, and forbid them not, for of such is the
Malchut HaShomayim.

15 And having placed his hands on the yeladim, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach departed
from there.

16And one, having approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, said, Rebbe, what mitzvah,
what goodmay I do that I may have Chayyei Olam?

17 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Why do you ask me about the good?
There is only One who is good, nu? But if you wish to enter into Chayyim (Life), do not
fail to be shomermitzvot.

18He says to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Whichmitzvah? AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshi-
ach said, LO TIRTZACH, LO TINAF, LO TIGNOV, LO TAANEHVREIACHAHED SHAKER, (You
shall not murder, commit adultery, steal, bear false witness),

19 KABEID ES AVICHA VES IMMECHA,§ V'AHAVTA L'REACHA KAMOCHA* (Honor your
father and yourmother, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself).

20 The bocher (bachelor, young man) says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, I was shomer
mitzvot and frum in all these things, so where do I still fall short?

21Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, If you wish to be tamim (perfect), if you wish
to have shelemut (perfection, completeness), then go and sell your possessions and give to
the aniyim (poor) and you will have otzar (treasure) in Shomayim. Then come and follow
me.†

22But having heard the divrei Moshiach, the young man went away with agmat nefesh
(grief), for he was havingmany possessions.

23Andhe said to his talmidim, Omein, I say to you that an oisherwith difficultywill enter
into theMalchut HaShomayim.

24And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
an oisher to enter into theMalchut HaShomayim.

25AndwhenMoshiachʼs talmidim heard this, they were exceedingly astounded, saying,
Who then is able to receive the Yeshu'at Eloheinu?

26 And having looked upon them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, With Bnei
Adam it is impossible; but with HASHEM all things are possible.

27 Then Kefa said in reply to him, Hinei! We have left everything and followed you‡!
Where does that leave us?

28And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Omein, I say to you, that you, the ones
having followed me, when the Briah (Creation) becomes Chadasha (New), when the Bar
Enosh§ sits upon his Kisei Kavod (Throne of Glory), you also will sit upon the ShneymAsar
Kisot (Twelve Thrones) judging the Shneym Asar Shivtei Yisroel.

29And anyonewho left bais or achimor achayot or Abba or Emor banimor sadot (fields)
onaccount ofme*andmyName (Yehoshua, Yeshua), will receive ahundred timesover and

† 19:5Gn2:24 ‡ 19:9Moshiach § 19:19Ex20:12-16; Dt 5:16-20 * 19:19Lv19:18 † 19:21Moshiach ‡ 19:27
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will inherit Chayyei Olam.
30 And many who are Rishonim (first ones) will be Acharonim (last ones), and the

Acharonim, Rishonim.

20
1TheMalchutHaShomayim is like aman, theBaal Bayit, whowent out early in theboker,

to hire poalim (workers) for his kerem.
2And having agreed with the poalim to salary them a denarius for their dayʼs pay, the

Baal Bayit sent them into his kerem.
3And having gone out around the third hour, the Baal Bayit saw others loitering in the

marketplace,
4andhe said to those, You go also into the kerem. Andwhatever is right, this iswhat your

pay will be.
5And they left. And again, having gone out around the sixth and the ninth hour, the Baal

Bayit did the same thing.
6And around the eleventh hour, having gone out, the Baal Bayit found others standing

around, and he says to them,Why have you been standing here all the day not working?
7The idle workers say to the Baal Bayit, Because no one hired us. The Baal Bayit says to

them, You go also into the kerem.
8And when erev had come, another man, the owner of the kerem, says to his foreman,

Call the poalim and give to them thewage, beginningwith the acharonim and going to the
rishonim.

9And the ones that came around the eleventh hour each received a denarius.
10Andwhen the rishonimcame, theywereunder the impression that theywould receive

a larger sum; instead, they themselves each received a denarius.
11Andwhen they received the denarius, they were complaining against the Baal Bayit,
12 saying, These acharonim worked one hour, and you made them equal to us, the ones

having endured the burden and the heat of the whole day.
13But the Baal Bayit said in reply to one of them, Chaver, I am not cheating you. Did you

not agree that I would pay you the usual dayʼs wage, a denarius?
14Takewhatbelongs to you, yourdenarius, andgo. But it ismyratzon,mygoodpleasure,

to give to this one who is last also what I gave to you.
15Or is it not allowable forme to dowhat Iwishwith the things that aremine? Or do you

look with a jealous ayin horo uponmy goodness?
16 Thus the Rishonim will be Acharonim, and the Acharonim will be Rishonim. For the

invited ones are many, but the nivcharim (chosen ones) are few.
17 And going up to Yerushalayim, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach took the Shneym Asar

Talmidim aside in a yechidus and, on the way, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them,
18Hinei! We are going up to Yerushalayim, and the Bar Enosh* will be handed over to

the Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrim (scribes, torah teachers, or rabbonim), and theywill
condemn him to death.

19 And they will hand Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach over to the Goyim in order to mock
and to whip and to hang him up TALUI ALHAETZ†(being hanged on the Tree), and after his
histalkus (passing), on the YomHaShlishi (Third Day) there will be Techiyas HaMoshiach.

20 Then the Em of Zavdaiʼs banim, along with the sons, approached Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach and, prostrating herself before him, shemade a bakosha (request) of him.

21 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to her, What do you wish? She says to Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, Say that these, my two banim, may sit, one on your right, the other
on your left, in your‡Malchut.

22And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply, You do not have daas of what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the Kos which I am about to drink? They say, We are able.

23Moshiach says to them, Indeed, you will drink my Kos, but to sit on the right and on
the left ofme, this is notmine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by
my§ Av.

24 And having heard this, HaAsarah (The Ten) became indignant about the two achim
(brothers).

25 But Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, having summoned them, said, You have daas that
those who have the rule over the Goyim domineer them like tyrants.

26 But it will not be thus among you. For whoever wishes to be gadol among you will
become yourmesharet (servant, minister).
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27Andwhoever wishes among you to be rishon (first)will be your eved (servant).
28 Just as the Bar Enosh* did not come to be served (to be ministered to), but to serve (to

minister), and to give his neshamah (his nefesh), as a kofer (ransom, pedut) LARABBIM†(for
the sake of many, for the Geulah Redemption of many).

29And, as they were going out from Yericho, a great multitude followed Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

30 And hinei! Two ivrim (blind men), sitting beside the road, having heard that Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach is passing by, shouted, crying out, Adoneinu, Ben Dovid, chaneinu,
yhi chasedcha aleinu‡(havemercy on us)!

31However, the crowd rebuked the two ivrim, that they be silent, but they shouted even
more, saying Chaneinu, Adoneinu Ben Dovid!

32Andhaving stopped, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach called to themand said,What do you
wish that I should do for you?

33They say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach: Adoneinu, that our eyes may be opened!
34 And having been filled with rachmei shomayim (heavenly mercy, compassion), he

touched their eyes, and immediately their eyes were opened and they followed Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach.

21
1 When they came near to Yerushalayim and arrived at Beit-Pagey on the Mount of

Olives, then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach sent two talmidim,
2 saying to them, Go into the shtetl ahead of you, and immediately youwill find a donkey

having been tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them tome.
3And if anyone should say to you anything, you say, HaAdon has need of them. And he

will send them immediately.
4 And this took place in order that might be fulfilled the thing spoken by the Navi

(Prophet), saying:
5 IMRU LBAT TZIYON! (Tell the Daughter of Zion!) Hinei! Your Melech comes, ANI

VROCHEV AL CHAMOR VAL AYIR BEN ATONOT*(poor, humble and riding on a donkey and
upon a colt, the foal of donkeys).

6 And having accomplished just what Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had commanded
them,

7 they brought the donkey and the colt and they put their garments upon them, and
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach sat upon them.

8And the very large multitudes spread out their garments on the road, and others were
cutting lulavim from the trees, and were spreading them out on the road.

9 And the multitudes going before him and the multitudes following after him were
crying out, saying, HOSHAN NAH†(Save now) to Ben Dovid! BARUCH HABAH B'SHEM
ADONOI! Hoshannah in the Highest!

10Andwhen Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had entered into Yerushalayim, the whole city
was stirred, saying, Who is this!?!

11And themultitudes were saying, This is YehoshuaHaNavi! FromNatzeret in the Galil.
12And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach arrived at the Beis Hamikdash and expelled the ones

selling and buying in the Beis Hamikdash. And he turned over the tishen (tables) of the
machalifei hakesafim (money changers) and the chairs of those selling the yonim (doves).

13 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, It has been written, BEITI BEIT
TEFILLAHYIKAREI‡(MyHouse shall be called aHouse of Prayer), but you aremaking it into
aMEARAT PARITZIM§(den of robbers).

14 And ivrim (blind persons) and pisechim (lame persons) came to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach in the Beis Hamikdash, and he brought refuah to them.

15 And the Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrim were indignant, having seen the niflaot
(wonders) which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach accomplished and the yeladim shouting in
the Beis Hamikdash, Hoshannah to the Ben Dovid.*

16 And they said to Moshiach, Do you hear what these are saying? And Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach says to them, Ken. Have you never read, MIPI OLLELIMV'YONKIM YISSADE-
TAH OZ†(From the lips of children and infants You ordained strength, praise)?

17 And having left them, he went out of the city to Beit-Anyah (Bethany) and spent the
night there.
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18Now going up early into the city, he was hungry.
19And observing the etz teenah (fig tree) on the way, he went up to it and found nothing

on it, except leaves, and he says to it, No longer from youwill there ever be pri (fruit)! And
the etz teenah withered then and there.

20 And observing this, the talmidim were astounded, saying, How did the etz teenah
instantly wither?

21And he said in reply, Omein, I say to you, if you have emunah and do not doubt, not
only will you do what was done to the etz teenah, but also if you say to this mountain, Be
lifted up and be thrown into the sea, it will happen.

22 And, when you daven, all things whatever for which you may make techinnah
(petition, supplication)with emunah, you will receive.

23Andafter Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhad gone into theBeisHamikdash,while hewas
bringing forthhis torah, theRasheiHakohanimand theZekenimof thepeople approached
him, saying, Bywhat samchut (authority)doyoudo these things? Andwhograntedyou this
samchut?

24And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply to them, I also will ask you a question,
which, if you will tell me, I also will tell you by what samchut I do these things…

25The tevilah in themikvehmayim of Yochanan, it was fromwhere, from Shomayim or
from Bnei Adam? And they were discussing it among themselves, saying, If we say, From
Shomayim, he will say to us, Why then do you not believe him?

26 But if we say, From Bnei Adam, we fear the multitude, for everyone considers
Yochanan a Navi.

27And in reply to him, they said, We do not have daas. And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
said to them, Neither will I tell you by what samchut I do these things.

28What do you think? Aman had two banim (sons). And having approached the rishon
(first), the man said, Beni (my son), go today andwork in the kerem (vineyard).

29But the first son said in reply, I will not. But later, having changed his mind, he went.
30And having approached the other son, theman spoke similarly. But the second son, in

reply, said, I will go, Adoni. Yet he did not go.
31Which of the two did the ratzon haAv (thewill of the Father)? They say, The rishon (the

first). Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachsays to them,Omein, I say toyou, that themochesim (tax-
collectors) and the zonot (prostitutes) are going in ahead of you into theMalchut HASHEM.

32ForYochananof the tevilahof teshuva came to you in theDerechTzidkatHASHEM(Way
of Righteousness), and you did not believe him. But the mochesim and the zonot believed
him. But you, even after you saw, did not change yourmind‡ and believe him.

33 Listen to another mashal. There was a man, a Baal Bayit, who planted a kerem
(vineyard). And he put a fence around it, and he dug a yekev (winepress) in it, and built
a migdal (tower) and leased it to koremim (vine-keepers) and departed.

34Andwhen the time of the Katsir (Harvest) came, the Baal Bayit sent his servants to the
koremim to receive the pri (fruit).

35And the koremim, having seized his servants, one they beat, another they killed, and
another they stoned.

36 And the Baal Bayit sent other servants, more than the rishonim (first ones), and the
koremim did the same thing to them.

37 Lemaskana (finally, at last), the Baal Bayit sent to the koremim his Ben, saying, They
will respect my Ben.

38And when the koremim saw the Ben, they said among themselves, This is the Bechor
(Firstborn), the Yoresh (Heir). Come, let us kill him and let us take possession of his
bechorah (inheritance).

39And having seized the Ben, they threw the Ben out of the kerem and they killed him.
40Therefore, when the Baal HaKerem (Owner of the Vineyard) comes, what will he do to

those koremim (vine keepers)?
41They say to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, Those resha'im (evil-doers) the Baal HaKerem

will bring to a terrible mavet, and the Kerem the Baal HaKerem will lease to other
koremim, whowill render unto the Baal HaKerem the PRI B'ITO§(fruit in its season).

42 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Have you never heard in the Kitvei
Hakodesh (Holy Scriptures), EVEN MAASU HABONIM HAYTAH LEROSH PINAH; MEIES
HASHEM HAYTAH ZOT HI NIFLAT BEINEINU*(The Stone which the Builders rejected, this
one has becomeHead of the Corner; this came about from the L-rd, and it ismarvelous in our
eyes)?
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43For this reason, I say to you, theMalchut HASHEMwill be taken from you and it will be
given to a people that produces its pri.

44 And the one having fallen on this EVEN† (Stone)‡ will be crushed; and it will crush
anyone onwhom it falls.

45 And having heard Moshiachʼs mashal, the Rashei Hakohanim and the Perushim
understood that he spoke about them.

46 And seeking to arrest him, they were afraid of the multitudes, vi-bahlt (since) the
multitudes considered him a Navi.

22
1 And, in response, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach again spoke in meshalim (parables) to

them, saying,
2The Malchut HaShomayim is like a man, a Melech (King), who prepared a feast for the

chasunoh (wedding) of Bno.
3 And the Melech sent out his servants to summon the Bnei HaChuppah*(wedding

invitees) to the chasunoh, and they did not want to come.
4 Again, the Melech sent out other servants, saying, Tell the Bnei HaChuppah, the

wedding invitees, Hinei! My Seudah I have prepared, my oxen and fattened calves have
been slaughtered, and everything is ready: Come to the chasunoh!

5 But the Bnei HaChuppah, the chasunoh invitees, having treated it all as a mere trifle,
departed, one to his farmerʼs field, one to his business.

6 Meanwhile, the others seized the Mesharetim HaMelech (Ministers of the King) and
abused them and killed them.

7 So the Melech was angry and, having sent his armies, the King destroyed those
ratzchaniyot (murderers), and their city he burned.

8 Then the King says to his ministers, The chasunoh is ready, but the invited ones were
not worthy.

9 Therefore, go to the intersections of the streets, and, whoever you find, invite as
muzmanim (guests) to the chasunoh.

10 And having gone out to the highways, those ministers congregated everyone they
found, rah and tov, and the chasunohwas filled withmuzmanim (guests).

11 And the Melech, having entered to see the ones sitting bimesibba (reclining at tish),
spotted there aman lacking the attire proper for the chasunoh.†

12 And the Melech says to him, Chaver, how did you get in here, not having the attire
proper for the chasunoh? But theman had nothing to say.

13 Then the King said to the servants, Bind him feet and hands and expel him into the
outer choshech, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

14For the invited ones are many, but the nivcharim (chosen ones) are few.
15Then, having departed, the Perushim took counsel together so that theymight entrap

Yehoshua in his ownwords.
16And they are sending to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach their talmidim with the Herodi-

ans, saying, Rabbi, we know that you are an ehrliche Yid (a good Jew) and of the Derech
HASHEM you give Divrei Torah in Emes, and you show no deference to flesh, for you are
impartial toward Bnei Adam.

17 Therefore, tell us what to you seems right: is it mutar (permissible) to pay poll tax to
Caesar or not?

18But he, having known their rah (evil), said to them,Why do you test me, tzevuim?
19 Show me the coin of the poll tax. And they brought to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach a

denarius.
20And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them,Whose image is this and whose title?
21 They say to him, Caesarʼs. Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Give,

therefore, unto Caesar the things of Caesar, and the things of HASHEM, give unto HASHEM.
22Andhavingheard this, theywereamazedand, having left Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,

they went away.
23On that day some Tzedukim (Sadducees) who say there is no Techiyas HaMesim ap-

proachedRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach. And they interrogated Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,
24Saying, Rabbi,MosheRabbenusaid that if someonedies, nothavingbanim,hisbrother

shall marry his isha (wife) to raise up zera (seed) for his brother.
25Now therewere among us shiva achim (seven brothers), and the first, havingmarried,

died. And not having zera (offspring), left his isha to his brother.
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26Likewise, also the second brother, and the third, up to the seventh.
27And last of all, the isha died.
28 In the Techiyas HaMesim, therefore, shewill be thewife of which of the seven? For all

had her.
29 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply to them, You are in error, not having

known the Kitvei Hakodesh or the gevurat HASHEM(power of G-d).
30 For in the Techiyas HaMesim they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are

like themalachim in Shomayim.
31But concerning the Techiyas HaMesim, have you not read the thing spoken to you by

HASHEM, saying,
32 ANOCHI ELOHEI AVRAHAM ELOHEI YITZCHAK VEELOHEI Ya'akov (I am the G-d of

Avraham, the G-d of Yitzchak, and the G-d of Ya'akov)?‡HASHEM is not the G-d of the Mesim
(dead ones) but the G-d of the Chayyim (living).

33And having heard this, the multitudes were amazed at Moshiachʼs torah (teaching).
34But the Perushim, having heard that he silenced the Tzedukim, assembled together,
35 And one of them, a Baal Torah (learned Torah scholar, a Ben Torah), tried to trip up

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach with a she'elah (question):
36Rabbi, whichmitzvah is gedolah (great) in the Torah?
37 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave this teshuva (answer) to the Baal Torah,

V'AHAVTAH ES ADONOI ELOHEICHA B'CHOL LEVAVCHA UVECHOL NAFSHECHA UVE-
CHOLMODECHA (And thou shalt love the L-rd thyG-dwith all thy heart andwith all thy soul
andwith all thymight).§

38This is the gedolah and rishonahmitzvah.
39And the secondmitzvah is like it: V'AHAVTAL'REACHAKAMOCHA (And thou shalt love

thy neighbor as thyself).*
40On these twomitzvot hang the entire Torah and the Neviim.
41 And, the Perushim, having been assembled, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach confronted

with this she'elah,
42Saying, What do you think concerning the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach? Whose Ben is

he? The Perushim gave this teshuva (answer) to him: Ben Dovid.
43 Moshiach says to them, How then can Dovid, in the Ruach Hakodesh, call Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach Adon? …saying
44 NEUM HASHEM LADONI, SHEV LIMINI AD ASHIT OYVECHA HADOM LERA-

GLECHA†(Utterance of HASHEM to my L-rd, Sit at My right hand until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet).

45Therefore, if Dovid calls him Adon,‡ how is Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach [merely] Ben
Dovid?§

46And no one was able to give an answer to him, nor did anyone dare to pose another
she'elah (question) to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from that day on.

23
1Then RebbeMelech HaMoshiach spoke to themultitudes and to his Talmidim,
2 Saying, Upon the Kisei Moshe (Chair ofMoses) sit the Sofrim and the Perushim.
3 Therefore, everything whatever they may tell you, be frum and be shomer, but

according to their ma'asim (works) do not be shomer, for they do not practice what they
preach.

4And they tie up heavy* loads, hard to bear, and they place them upon the shoulders of
men, but they, with somuch as a finger, are not willing to lift the oppressive burdens.

5 And all their ma'asei hamitzvot (works of the commandments) they do in order to be
seen by Bnei Adam, for they broaden their tefillin and lengthen their tzitziyot,

6and they love the places of honor at the seudot (banquet dinners), and the shuls,
7And the† Birkat Shalom greetings in the market places, and to be called by Bnei Adam,

Rebbe.
8But you are not to have pretentious titles like Rebbe, for One is your Rebbe,‡ and all of

you are Achim b'Moshiach.
9 And do not refer to anyone in the Olam Hazeh as your Abba, for One is your Av

sh'ba'Shomayim.
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10 Neither be called Moreinu, for One is your Moreh (teacher) the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.§

11And the greatest among youwill be your evedmesharet (servant, minister).
12 But whoever will lift up himself will be humbled, and whoever will humble himself

will be lifted up.
13 But oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim (hypocrites), for in front of Bnei Adam

you shut the Malchut HaShomayim. You do not go in yourselves, and the ones entering,
you do not permit to enter.

14Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim! You devour the batim of almanot and for
the sake of chashuve (importance) appearance youmake long tefillot; therefore your gezar
din (verdict)will be more severe.

15Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim. You travel over the sea and the dry land for
the giyyur (proselytization) of one proselyte; then, when he becomes one, you make him
twice as much a son of Gehinnom as you.

16Oy to you, morei derech ivrim (blind guides), the, ones saying,Whoever swears by the
Beis Hamikdash, it is a worthless shevuah (oath): but whoever swears by the gold of the
Beis Hamikdash, he is obligated.

17 Ivrim! (blind ones), for which is greater, the gold or the Beis Hamikdash which gives
the gold its kedushah (holiness, sanctity)?

18And whoever swears by the Mizbeach (altar), it is worthless; but whoever swears by
the korban upon it, he is obligated.

19 Ivrim, blind ones, forwhich is greater, the korbanorMizbeachwhich gives the korban
its kedushah (holiness, sanctity)?

20Therefore, the one having sworn by theMizbeach swears by it and everything upon it.
21 And the one having sworn by the Beis Hamikdash swears by it and by everything

indwelling it.
22And the one having sworn by Shomayim swears by the kesmalchut of HASHEM and by

the One sitting upon the kes malchut.
23 Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim, for you give maasros (tithe) of mint and

dill and cumin, and you have neglected the matters of the Torah of greater consequence:
mishpat, chesed, and emunah. These things it was necessary to do and those* not to
neglect.

24Morei derech ivrim (blind guides), the ones that strain out a gnat and swallow a camel.
25Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim, you cleanse the outside of the kos (cup) and

the dish, but inside they are full of chamdanut (greed) and taavanut (lust).
26 Blind Parush, first cleanse the inside of the kos, that perhaps also the outside may

become clean.
27 Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim, for you are like kevarim (graves) having

been whitewashed, which on the outside indeed appear ois vaist (ostensibly) shein
(beautiful), but on the inside are full of the unclean bones of the mesim (dead ones) and
every trayfnyak.

28 Thus on the outside you indeed appear tzaddikim (righteous ones) to Bnei Adam, but
on the inside you are full of tzeviut (hypocrisy) and you are lawlessly against the Torah.

29 Oy to you, Sofrim and Perushim, tzevuim, for you build kevarim of the Neviim and
decorate matsevot (gravestones) of the tzaddikim,

30And you say, If we were in the yamim (days) of Avoteinu (our Fathers), we would not
have been shuttafim (partners)with them in the dahm haNeviim (blood of the Prophets).

31Therefore, you are edim (witnesses) against yourselves that you are the banim (sons)
of the ratzchaniyot (murderers) of the Neviim.

32And you fill up themeasure of your Avot.
33 Snakes, you banim of nachashim, how can you escape the YomHaDin of Gehinnom?
34For this reasonhinei! I send to youNeviimandChachamimandSofrim, someofwhom

youwill kill and someyouwillmake talui al haetz†(beinghangedon theTree) and someyou
will subject to the shot (whip) in your shuls, and you will drive them out from city to city,

35 So that upon you may come all the dahm naki (innocent blood) shed upon the earth
from the blood of Hevel to the blood of Zecharyah son of Barachiah, whom youmurdered
between the Heikhal and theMizbeach.‡

36Omein, I say to you, that all these things will come upon this generation.

§ 23:10Moreinu * 23:23 others † 23:34 Dt 21:23 ‡ 23:35 trans. note: cf. Lk 11:51 for Mtʼs probable original
text here
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37Yerushalayim,Yerushalayim, theones thatkill theNeviimandstone thosehavingbeen
sent to you! Howoftenhave Iwanted to gather your yeladim, as ahengathersher chickens
under her wings, but you were not willing!

38Hinei! Look! KI LECHARBAH YIH'YEH HABEIT HAZEH§(for this House will become a
ruin).*

39For I say to you, bynomeanswill you seeme† fromnowuntil you say, BARUCHHABAH
B'SHEMADONOI.

24
1Andhavingexited fromtheBeisHamikdash, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachdeparted, and

his talmidim approached to show him the buildings of the Beis Hamikdash.
2But he said in reply to them, Do you not see all these things? Omein, I say to you, by no

means will be left here one stone upon another, for all will be demolished.
3 And while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was sitting upon the Mount of Olives, his

talmidim approached him in a yechidus, saying, Tell us admosai (howmuch longer), when
will these things be andwhat about the ot (sign) of the BiasMoshiach, of your Coming, and
the Ketz HaOlamHazeh?

4And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said in reply to them, See to it that someone does not
deceive you.

5Formanywill come inmyName, saying, I am theRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach. And they
will deceive many.

6But you are about to hear about milchamot (wars) and rumors of milchamot. See to it
that you are not alarmed, for it is necessary for this to happen, but it is not yet HaKetz (the
End).

7For there will be an intifada of ethnic group against ethnic group, andmalchut against
malchut. There will be famines, pestilences, earthquakes in various places.

8But all these things are but the beginning of the Chevlei.*
9Then they will hand you over to tzoros and they will kill you and you will be hated by

all the ethnic groups on account of the Name of me (Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,
Yeshua).

10And thenmanywill be led into chet (sin), and others theywill hand over, and theywill
hate others.

11Andmany neviei sheker (false prophets)will arise and will deceive many.
12 And because of the increased mufkarut†(lawlessness, anarchy), the agape (love) of

manywill become cold.
13 But the one having endured to HaKetz (the End), this one will receive Yeshu'at

Eloheinu.
14And this Besuras HaGeulah of the Malchut will be announced in kol haOlam (all the

world) as an edut to all the Nations, and then will come HaKetz (the End).
15 Therefore, when you see the SHIKUTS MESHOMEM‡(Abomination of Desolation), the

thing spoken through Daniel HaNavi, having stood in the Makom Kadosh (Holy Place),§—
let the reader understand!

16— Then the ones in Yehudah, let them flee to themountains.
17The one upon the roof, let him not come down to carry away the things from his bais

(house).
18And the one in the field, let him not turn back to get his kaftan.
19But oy to the ones with child and the ones with nursing infants in those days.
20But offer tefillos that your escapemay not be in winter or on Shabbos.
21 For then will be Tzarah Gedolah (Great Tribulation) such as has not been from Reshit

HaOlam (Beginning of theWorld) until now nor will it by anymeans happen again.
22And if those days were not cut short, kol basar (all flesh)would not be saved. But, on

account of the Kedoshim, the Bechirim (Chosen Ones), those days will be cut short.
23Then, if someone says to you, Hinei, here is the Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach! Or, Hinei!

Here! Do not have emunah (faith).*
24 For meshichei sheker (false moshiachs) will arise, and neviei sheker (false prophets),

and they will give otot gedolim (great signs) and moftim (wonders), so as to deceive, if
possible, even the Bechirim (Chosen ones).

25Hinei! I have told you beforehand!

§ 23:38 Jer 22:5 * 23:38 (i.e. churban) † 23:39Moshiach * 24:8Moshiach † 24:12Mt 7:23 ‡ 24:15Mk
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26 If, therefore, they say to you, Hinei! He† is in the desert! Do not go out.‡ Hinei!
[Moshiach] is in the secret cheder (room)! Do not have emunah.§

27 For as lightning goes out from the mizrach (east) and shines to as far as the maarav
(west), thuswill be theBiasHaMoshiach*(comingof theMessiah, theBarEnosh, SonofMan).

28 Wherever the place of the Geviya (Corpse) is, there will be gathered together the
nesharim (vultures, eagles).†

29 Immediately after the Tzarah‡(Tribulation) of those days, the shemesh will be dark-
ened, and the levanah will not give its light. And the kokhavim will fall from Shomayim,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

30And then will appear the Ot Bar Enosh (the Sign of the Son of Man) in Shomayim. All
the tribes of kol haaretz (all the earth) will see the Bar Enosh Moshiach and his Bias, his
Coming, on the ananim of Shomayim (clouds of glory ofHeaven)with gevurah (power) and
great kavod (glory).

31Moshiach will send his malachim with a loud blast of the Shofar, and the malachim
will gather togetherMoshiachʼs Bechirim from the fourwinds, fromone end of Shomayim
to the other.

32 And from the etz teenah (fig tree), learn its parabolic lesson: when its branch has
become tender already and sprouts leaves, you know that Kayitz (Summer) is near;

33 thus also you, when you see all these things, know that it is near, at the very doors.
34Omein, I say to you, that this dor (generation)will bynomeanspass awayuntil all these

things come about.
35 Shomayim v'HaAretz will pass away, but my Dvar will by nomeans pass away.
36 But concerning that day and hour, no one has daas, not the malachim of Shomayim,

but only HaAv (the Father) of me.
37 For as in the days of Noach, thus will be the Bias HaMoshiach, the Coming of the Bar

Enosh.
38 For as they were in those days before HaMabbul (the Flood), eating and drinking,

marrying and being given inmarriage, until the day when Noach entered the Tevah,
39 and they did not have daas until HaMabbul came and took away everything — thus

also will be the Bias HaMoshiach, the Coming of the Bar Enosh.
40 Then two men will be in the field, one is snatched away, and one is left behind (not

retained).
41Twowomen are grinding in themill house, one is snatched away, one is left behind.
42 So be shomer, be on your guard, because you do not have daas on which day will be

the Bias of§ Adoneichem (your L-rd).
43But understand this: if the Baal Bayit had known inwhichwatch the ganav is coming,

he would have stayed awake andwould not have allowed his bais to be dug through.
44For this reason also you be shomer, for in the hourwhen you do not think, thenwill be

the Bias HaMoshiach*(the Coming of the Bar Enosh).
45Who then is the faithful and wise eved (servant), whom the Adon appointed over the

household servants to give the other servants their okhel at the prescribed time?
46Ashrey (happy) is that eved whom, when his Adon comes, finds him so doing.
47Omein, I say to you, the Adonwill ordain him to oversee all his possessions.
48But if that wicked slave says in his heart, Adoni (MyMaster) is dragging his feet,
49 and that slave begins to beat his fellow avadim (slaves), and he eats and drinks with

the ones getting drunk,
50 the Adon of that slave will come on a day which he does not expect and at an hour of

which he does not have daas.
51 And the Adon will cut in two that slave, and the slaveʼs portion he will put with the

tzevuim (hypocrites). There will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

25
1 Then the Malchut HaShomayim will be compared to ten alamot (young unmarried

virgins), who, having taken their menorahs, went out to meet the Choson (Bridegroom).
2Now five of themwere foolish and five were wise.
3When the foolish took their menorahs, they neglected to take shemen (oil).
4But the wise took shemen in containers with their menorahs.

† 24:26Moshiach ‡ 24:26 there § 24:26 in that * 24:27 Dan 7:13 † 24:28 popularly ‡ 24:29Mt 24:21
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5Now the Choson, being delayed, here is what happened: all the alamot became drowsy
andwere sleeping.

6And at chatsot halailah (midnight) there was a shout, Hinei! The Choson (Bridegroom)!
Go out to meet him!

7Then all the ten alamot awakened and they trimmed their menorahs.
8But the foolish said to the wise, Give us from your shemen (oil), for our menorahs are

going out.
9But the wise answered, saying, Perhaps there might not be enough for us and for you.

Instead, you go to the ones selling and buy for yourselves.
10 And as they were going away to buy, the Bias of the Choson (Bridegroom) occurred!

The ones prepared entered with him into the Chasunoh (Wedding) feast and the door was
shut.

11 And later, here comes also the other alamot, saying, Adoneinu, Adoneinu, open the
door for us.

12But he, in reply, said, Omein, I say to you, I do not know you.
13Be shomer, be on the alert, therefore, for you do not have daas of the Yomor the Shaah

(hour, time).
14For it is as amangoing ona journey,who called to his ownavadim (slaves) andhanded

over to them his possessions.
15 And to this one, he gave five talents, and to this one, two, and to this one, one, each

according to his own ability. Then themanwent on his journey. Immediately
16 after the man had gone, the one having received the five talents, went to work with

them, and gained five others.
17Likewise, the one having received the two talents, this one gained two others.
18 But the one, having received one, went out and dug a hole in the ground and buried

the gelt (money) of his Adon in a hiding place.
19 And after much time, here comes the Adon of those servants. And he conducts a

settling of accounts with them.
20Then the onewho had received five talents came forward, bringing fivemore talents,

saying, Adoni, five talents you gaveme. Hinei! Five more talents I gained.
21And his Adon said to him, Shkoyach (well done), eved tov vneeman (good and faithful

servant)! A few things you were faithful over, over many things I will ordain you. Enter
into the simchah of your Adon.

22 And having come forward, the one having received two talents, said, You bestowed
uponme two talents. Hinei! Twomore talents I gained.

23His Adon said to him, Shkoyach (well done), eved tov vneeman! A few things youwere
faithful over, over many things I will ordain you. Enter into the simcha of your Adon.

24And also the onewhohad received one talent stepped forward. He said, Adoni, I knew
that you are a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering from that which
you did not scatter seed.

25And having been afraid and having gone away, I hid your talent by burying it in the
ground. Here, see, you have that which belongs to you.

26 And, in reply, his Adon said to him, You farbissener (mean) eved rah v'atzel (wicked
and lazy slave), so you had daas that I reap where I did not sow and I gather fromwhich I
did not scatter seed?

27Thenwhywas it not necessary for you to depositmy gelt with the bankers, and having
returned, I would have received back that which wasmine with interest?

28Take, therefore, from him the talent and give it to the one having the ten talents.
29For to every one having, it will be given and hewill have abundance; but from the one

not having, even what he has will be taken from him.
30And as for the useless slave, throw him into the outer choshech, where there will be

weeping and grinding of teeth.
31Andwhen the Bar Enosh* comes, in his kavod and all his malachimwith him, then he

will sit upon his Kissei Kavod (Glorious Throne).
32And therewill be assembled all the Goyim, and hewill separate them from each other

as the Roeh (the Shepherd) separates the Kevasim (Sheep) from the Izzim (Goats).
33And he will put the Kevasim on the right of him, but the Izzim on his left.
34 Then he will say to the ones on his right, Come! Baruchei Avi (Blessed of my Father),

receive the bechorah (inheritance), the Malchut prepared for you from before Hivvased
HaOlam (the establishing of the world).

* 25:31 Dan 7:13
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35For I hungered and you gaveme something to eat. I thirsted and you gave drink tome.
I was a sojourner, and you extended hachnosas orchim (hospitality) to me.

36 I was naked and you gave me malbish arumim (clothing the naked). I was ill; with
bikkur cholim (visiting the sick) you ministered to me. I was in the beit hasohar (prison);
you came tome.

37Then the tzaddikimwill answer him,† Adoneinu, when did we see you hungering and
we fed you, or thirsting and we gave you drink?

38Andwhendidwe see youa sojourner andweextendedhachnosas orchim (hospitality)
to you, or naked andwe clothed you?

39Andwhen did we see you ill or in the beit hasohar and we came to you?
40And in reply, HaMelech‡will say to them, Omein, I say to you, in as much as you did it

to one of the least of these achim of mine, you did it to me.
41Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach will say also to the ones on his left, Depart fromme,

the ones having been cursed, into the Eish Olam having been prepared for HaSatan and
his malachim.

42 For I hungered and you did not give me something to eat; I thirsted and you did not
give drink to me.

43 I was a sojourner and you did not extend hachnosas orchim to me; I was naked and
you did not clotheme; ill and in the beit hasohar and you did not visit me.

44 Then, also they will answer, saying,§ Adoneinu, when did we see you hungering or
thirsting or a sojourner or naked or sick or in the beit hasohar and we did not minister to
you?

45Then he will answer them, saying, Omein, I say to you, in as much as you did not do it
for one of these least ones, neither did you do it for me.

46And these will go away into Onesh Olam (Eternal Punishment), but the tzaddikim into
Chayyei Olam (Eternal Life).*

26
1And it came about when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach completed all these divrei torah,

he said to his talmidim,
2 You know, that after two days, there is Pesach, and the Bar Enosh is handed over for

talui al HaEtz.*
3Then theRasheiHakohanimand theZiknei haAm (Eldersof thePeople)wereassembled

in the courtyard of the residence of the Kohen Gadol (High Priest), the one being called
Caiapha.

4And they planned to arrest Yehoshua by a trap and kill him.
5But they were saying, Not during the Chag (Feast), lest a riot break out among the am

haaretz.†
6 And, while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was in Beit-Anyah in the bais of Shim'on the

leper,
7An isha approached him with an alabaster flask of costly perfume, and she poured it

out onMoshiachʼs rosh, as he sat bimesibba (reclining at tish).‡
8And having seen this, Moshiachʼs talmidimwere angry, saying, For what is this waste?
9 For it would have been possible to sell this for a generous sum and give to the aniyim

(poor ones).
10Aware of this, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Why are you bringing about

difficulty for the isha for thema'aseh tov (good deed) she does to me.
11For the aniyim you have with you always, but you do not always haveme.
12For this isha (woman)has poured this ointment onmybasar (body) in order to prepare

me for kevurah (burial).§
13Omein, I say to you, wherever this BesurasHaGeulah is preached bchol HaOlam (in all

the world), in her memory it will be spoken also what was done by her.
14 Then, one of the Shneym Asar (Twelve), Yehudah from K'riot, went to the Rashei

Hakohanim
15and said, What are you willing to give me? And I will hand him over to you. And they

weighed out for him sheloshim shiklei kesef (thirty pieces of silver).
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16And from then on he was seeking an opportunity that he might hand Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach over.

17 But at the onset of Chag HaMatzot, Moshiachʼs talmidim approached him, saying,
Where do you wish we should prepare for you your Seder?

18And he said, Go into the city to such and such person and say to him, Our Rebbe says,
My time is at hand. With you I am observing Pesach withmy talmidim.

19 And the talmidim did as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach commanded them, and they
prepared the Seder.

20When erev came, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas sitting bimesibba (reclining) at tish
with the Shneym Asar Talmidim.

21And as they were eating with their Rebbe, he said, Omein, I say to you that one of you
will be my betrayer.

22Andmuch distressed, each one began to say to him, Surely I am not the one, Adoni?
23But, in reply, he said, The one having dipped the hand into the bowl*withme, this one

is my betrayer.
24 Indeed the Bar Enosh† goes as it was written concerning him, but oy to that man

through whom the Bar Enosh is betrayed. It would have been better for that man if he
had not been born.

25And, in reply, Yehudah the betrayer of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, said, Surely I am
not the one, Rabbi? Moshiach says to Yehudah, You have said it.

26 And at the Seudah, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having taken matzah, having made
HaMotzi, he broke the‡ matzah, giving the afikoman to the talmidim, and said, Take and
eat, this is my basar.

27And having taken the Cup of Redemption and having made the bracha, he gave it to
them, saying, Drink from it, all of you.

28For this ismy§DahmHaBritHaChadasha,*which is poured out LARABBIM†(formany)
for the selicha (forgiveness) of chattaim (sins).

29And I say to you, I will by nomeans drink from now on of this pri hagefen (fruit of the
vine) until that Day when I drink it with you chadash (new) in theMalchut Avi.

30And having sung the Hallel, they went out to the Har HaZeytim.
31 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, All of you will be offended at me‡

during this night, for it has beenwritten, HACH ES HAROEHUTEFUTSENHATSON§(Strike
the Shepherd and the sheepwill be scattered).

32But after I undergo Techiyas HaMoshiach I will go ahead of you to the Galil.*
33 And, in reply, Kefa said to him, If everyone will be offended at you, I never will be

offended.
34He said to him, Omein, I say to you that balailah hazeh (during this night), before a

tarnegol (cock) crows, you will make hakhchashah (denial) of me† shalosh pe'amim (three
times).

35Kefa says to him, Even if it is necessary for me to die al kiddush ha-Shemwith you, by
nomeans will I deny you. Likewise all the talmidim spoke also.

36 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes with them to a place being called Gat-
Shmanim, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to the talmidim, Sit here until I go over
there and daven.

37And having taken Kefa and the two sons of Zavdai, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began
to be sorrowful and distressed with agmat nefesh (grief).

38Then he says to them,My nefesh is deadly grieved, even to the point ofmavet. Remain
here and stay awake withme.

39And having gone forward a short distance, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach fell upon his
face, davening and saying, Avi, if it is possible, let this Kos pass fromme. But not as I will,
but as you will.‡

40Then he comes to the talmidim and finds them sleeping, and he says to Kefa, So were
you not strong enough to be awake for one hour withme?

41Stay awake and offer tefillos, lest you enter lidey nisayon.§ Indeed the ruach iswilling
but the basar is weak.

42Again, for a second time, having left, he davened, saying, Avi, if it is not possible for
this to pass by except I drink it, let yeaseh rtzonechah (your will be done).*
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43And having come again, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach found the talmidim sleeping, for
their eyes were too heavy to stay open.

44 And having left them again and having gone away, he was davening for the shlishit
(third) time, saying the samewords.

45 Then he comes to the talmidim and says to them, Sleep on now and take your rest.
Hinei! The hour is at hand, and the†Bar Enosh is being betrayed into the hands of chote'im
(sinners).

46Arise, and let us go. Hinei! My betrayer has drawn near.
47 And while he was still speaking hinei! Yehudah, one of the Shneym Asar, came and

withhimcamea greatmultitudewith swords and clubs from theRasheiHakohanim (Chief
Priests) and the Ziknei HaAm (the Elders of the People).

48Now the betrayer had given them a signal, saying,Whomever Imay give the neshikah
(kiss), he is the one. Chap (grab) him!

49 And immediately, he approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and said, Shalom,
Rebbe. And he gave him the neshikah.

50 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Chaver, do what you came for. Then,
having approached, they laid hands on Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and arrested him.

51 And hinei! One of the ones with him stretched out his hand, drew his cherev, and
struck the servant of the Kohen Gadol, cutting off his ear.

52Then Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to him, Return your cherev into its place; for all
who take the sword will die by the sword.

53Or do you think that I am not able to call upon Avi, and He will provide me nowmore
than Shneym Asar legions of malachim?

54But how thenmay the Kitvei Hakodesh be fulfilled that say it must happen thus?
55At thatmoment, he said to the crowd, Do youhave the chutzpah (nerve) to comeout, as

against a revolutionary, with swords and clubs to arrest me? Daily in the Beis Hamikdash
I was sitting sayingmy shiurim and you did not arrest me.

56But this all happened that the Kitvei Hakodesh of the Neviimmight be fulfilled. Then
the talmidim deserted Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and fled.

57But the ones having arrested Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach led him away to Caiapha the
Kohen Gadol, where the Sofrim and the Zekenim (Elders)were gathered together.

58And Kefa was following Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from far away. He followed him
as far as the courtyardof theKohenGadol and, having gone inside it, Kefawas sittingdown
with the servants to see themaskana (outcome).

59 And the Rashei Hakohanim and the Sanhedrin all were seeking edut sheker (false
testimony of false witnesses) against Yehoshua so that theymight put him to death.

60And they foundnone, thoughmany shakranim (liars) came forward. At last, two came
forward

61 and said, This one said, I am able to bring about a churban (destruction) of the Beis
Hamikdash of HASHEM andwithin shloshah yamim to rebuild it.

62Andhavinggotup, theKohenGadol said toRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Doyouanswer
nothing? For what do these men give edut (testimony) against you?

63But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was silent. And the Kohen Gadol said to him, I adjure
you by HASHEM, Elohim Chayyim, to tell us if you are the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Ben
HaElohim.

64Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach says to him, You said it. But I say to you, Fromnow on you
will see the Bar Enosh‡ sitting at the right hand of Gevurah (Power) and his Bias (Coming)
will be with ANENEI HASHOMAYIM§(clouds of Heaven).

65 Then the Kohen Gadol made the keriah (rending, tearing of his garments), saying, He
has committed Chillul HASHEM. What further need do we have of edut? Hinei! Now you
have heard the Chillul HASHEM.

66What does it seem to you? And, in reply, they said, He is deserving of mishpat mavet,
the death penalty.

67Then they spat into his face and they struck him and they slapped him,
68 saying, Give us a dvar nevuah, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. Who is the one who hit

you?
69NowKefawas sitting outside in the courtyard. Andonemaid approachedKefa, saying,

And youwere with Yehoshua of the Galil!
70But Kefa denied it before everyone, saying, I do not have daas of what you are saying.

† 26:45 Dan 7:13 ‡ 26:64Moshiach § 26:64 Dan 7:13-14
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71And having gone out to the gate, another saw Kefa and says to the bystanders, There!
This one was with Yehoshua of Natzeret!

72And again Kefa denied it with a shevuah (oath), I do not know theman!
73And after a little while the bystanders came and said to Kefa, Truly also you are one of

them, for even your accent gives you away!
74 Then Kefa began to curse and swear, I do not know the man! And immediately a

tarnegol (cock) crowed.
75AndKefa remembered thewordwhich Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach had said: Before a

tarnegol (cock) crows, youwill denyme shalosh pe'amim (three times). And Kefa went out
and wept bitterly.*

27
1 Now when boker had come, all the Rashei Hakohenim and the Ziknei HaAm took

counsel together against Yehoshua to put him to death.
2And having performed the akedah (binding), they led him away, and delivered him up

to Pilate the Governor.
3 Then when Yehudah, who had betrayed Moshiach, saw that Yehoshua had been

condemned, he felt remorse and returned the sheloshim shiklei kesef (thirty pieces of
silver) to the Rashei Hakohanim and the Zekenim,

4 saying Chatati (I have sinned). I have betrayed dahm naki (innocent blood). But they
said, What is that to us? See to that yourself!

5 And Yehudah threw the shiklei kesef (pieces of silver) into the Beis Hamikdash and
departed; and, having gone away, Yehudah hanged himself.

6And the Rashei Hakohanim took the shiklei kesef and said, It is asur (forbidden) to put
these into the Beis Hamikdash otzar (treasury), vi-bahlt (since) it is bloodmoney.

7And they took counsel together and they bought the Potterʼs Field as a beis hakevoros
(cemetery) for zarim (foreigners).

8For this reason that field has been called the SadehHaDahm (Field of Blood) to this day.
9Then that which was spoken through Yirmeyah HaNavi was fulfilled, saying, And they

took the SHELOSHIMKASEF (thirty pieces of silver), HAYEKAR (the price) of the onewhose
price had been set by the Bnei Yisroel.

10And they gave them for the potters field as HASHEM directedme (Zech 11:12-13).
11 Now Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach stood before the Governor, and the Governor

questioned Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saying, Are you the Melech HaYehudim? And
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, It is as you say.

12And while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was being accused by the Rashei Hakohanim
and the Zekenim, he answered nothing.*

13Then Pilate said to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach Do you not hear howmany things they
give edut against you?

14And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not answer him with even one word, so that the
Governor was quite amazed.†

15 Now at the Chag (Festival, Pesach) the Governor was accustomed to release for the
multitude any one prisoner they wanted.

16And they were holding at the time a notorious prisoner, called‡ Bar-Abba.§
17When, therefore, theywere gathered together, Pilate said to them,Whomdo youwant

me to release for you, Bar-Abba or Yehoshua calledMoshiach?
18For Pilate knew that because of kinah (envy) they had delivered Yehoshua up.
19And while Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have

nothing to do with that Tzaddik; for last night I suffered greatly in a chalom (dream)
because of Yehoshua.

20However, the RasheiHakohanimand the Zekenimpersuaded themultitudes to ask for
Bar-Abba, but Yehoshua they should destroy.

21 But the Governor answered, saying to them, Which of the two do you want me to
release for you? And they said, Bar-Abba.

22 In reply, Pilate says to them, What, therefore, may I do with Yehoshua, the one called
the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach? Everyone says, Let him bemade TALUI AL HAETZ (being
hanged on the Tree!) Be hanged on HAETZ!*

* 26:75 T.N. Read the two Igrot Kodesh of this Kefa, both of which are attested by early Kehillah tradition ormanuscript
evidence and which follow Ya'akov's letter. * 27:12 Isa 53:7 † 27:14 Isa 53:7 ‡ 27:16 Yeshua § 27:16 son

of the father * 27:22 Dt 21:23
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23But Pilate said,Why? What rah (evil)has he done? But they kept shouting all themore,
saying, Let him be hanged on HAETZ!

24 And when Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the multitude, saying, I am
innocent of this manʼs blood; see to that yourselves.

25And, in reply, all the people said, His dahm be on us and on our yeladim.
26 Then Pilate released Bar-Abba to them. But after having Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

scourged, he handed him over to be hanged on HAETZ.†
27 Then the soldiers of the Governor took him into the praetorium and gathered the

whole cohort against Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.‡
28And they stripped him and put a royal scarlet robe on him, and,
29After weaving a keter of thorns, they placed it on his head and put a reed in his right

hand, and they fell down before him andmocked him saying, Hail, Melech HaYehudim!
30And they spat on Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach and took the reed and began to beat him

on the head.
31And after they hadmade leitzonus (mockery) of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, they took

off his robe and put his garments on him, and led him away to hang him on HAETZ.
32And as they were coming out, they found a man from Cyrene named Shim'on, whom

they pressed into service to bear Moshiachʼs Etz.
33Andwhen they had come to a place called Gulgolta, whichmeans place of a skull,
34They gave himwine to drinkmingled with gall. And, after tasting it, he was unwilling

to drink.
35 When they had hanged Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach on HAETZ, they divided up

Moshiachʼs garments among themselves, casting lots;
36And, sitting down, they began to keep watch over him there.
37 They put up above his head the charge against him which read, THIS IS YEHOSHUA,

MELECH HAYEHUDIM.
38 At that time, two shodedim were each hanged on his own etz with Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, one on the right and one on the left.
39 And those passing by were hurling insults at Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, wagging

their heads,
40And saying, You who are going to cause the churban (destruction) of the Beis Hamik-

dash and rebuild it in shloshah yamim (three days), save yourself! If you are the Ben
HaElohim, come down fromHAETZ (the Tree).

41 Likewise, also the Rashei Hakohanim along with the Sofrim and Zekenim, were
mocking him, and saying,

42He saved others; yet himself he is not able to save. He is Melech Yisroel? Let him now
come down from the Etz, and we shall have emunah in him.

43He trusts in HASHEM; let HASHEM be his Moshi'a (Deliverer) and deliver him now, if
HASHEM takes pleasure in him, for this one said, Ben HaElohim Ani!

44And the shodedim (robbers), hanging, each on his etz, with him, were casting similar
insults at Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, reproaching him.

45Now, from the sixth hour, choshech fell upon all the land until the ninth hour.
46 And about the ninth hour, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach cried out with a kol gadol,

saying Eli, Eli, lemah sabachthani! (that is, My G-d, my G-d, why hast thou forsaken me?
Ps 22:2 [1]).

47And some of thosewhowere standing there, when they heard, began saying, This one
calls for Eliyahu HaNavi.

48 And immediately one of them ran and, taking a sponge, filled it with sour wine and
put it on a reed and gave him a drink.

49But the rest of them said,Wait. Wewill see whether Eliyahu HaNavi will come to save
him.

50And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach cried out again with a loud voice, and dismissed his
ruach.

51And hinei! The parochet of the Beis Hamikdash was torn in two from top to bottom,
and the earth shook; and the rocks were split,

52And the kevarim (graves)were opened, andmany gufot (bodies) of the kedoshimwho
had fallen asleep weremade to stand up alive.

53 And coming out of the kevarim after the Techiyas HaMoshiach, they entered the Ir
Hakodesh (Holy City) and appeared to many.

† 27:26 Dt 21:23 ‡ 27:27 Ps 2:1
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54Nowwhen the centurion, and those whowere with him keeping shomer (guard) over
Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, saw the earthquake and the things thatwere happening, they
became very frightened and said, Truly this was the Ben HaElohim.

55And many nashim were there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach from the Galil and hadministered to him.

56Among them was Miryam of Magdala, Miryam the Em of Ya'akov and Yosef, and the
Em of Zavdaiʼs sons.

57Andwhen it was erev, there came an oisher (richman) from Ramatayim named Yosef
who himself had also become a talmid of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the gufat Yehoshua.§ Then Pilate ordered it to
be given over to Yosef.

59And Yosef took the gufat Yehoshua, and wrapped it in the tachrichim,
60and laid it in Yosefʼs own new kever, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled

a large stone against the entrance of the kever (tomb) andwent away.*
61 And Miryam of Magdala, and the other Miryam, stayed there, sitting opposite the

kever.
62Now on the next day,† which is the one after the Preparation, the Rashei Hakohanim

and the Perushim gathered together with Pilate
63andsaid, Sir,weremember thatwhenhewas still alive thatmateh (deceiver) said, After

shloshah yamim I am to stand up alive.
64 Therefore, give orders for the kever to be made secure until the Yom HaShlishi (the

Third Day), lest his talmidim come and steal him away and say to the people, He has stood
up alive from themesim. And the last deception will be worse than the first.

65Pilate said to them, You have a guard, gomake the kever as secure as you know how.
66And they went and made the kever secure, and, along with the guard, they set a seal

on the stone.

28
1Now after Shabbos, at the time of Shacharis on Yom Rishon (the first day of the week),

Miryam of Magdala and the other Miryam came to look at the kever.
2And hinei! a great earthquake had occurred, for amalach Adonoi (an angel of HASHEM)

descended from Shomayim and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.
3And his appearance was like lightning and his garment as white as snow.
4And the shomrim (guards) shook for fear of him and became like deadmen.
5And the malach, in reply, said to the nashim, Do not be afraid, for I know that you are

seeking Yehoshua, who has been hanged on HaEtz.
6He is not here. To him has come the Techiyas HaMesim, just as he said. Come, see the

place where HaAdonwas lying.
7And go quickly, tell his talmidim about the Techiyas HaMoshiach fromHaMesim. And,

hinei! He is going ahead of you into the Galil. There you will see him. Hinei! I have told
you!

8And they departed quickly from the keverwith fear and great simcha and ran to report
everything to Moshiachʼs talmidim.

9And hinei! Moshiach met them, saying Shalom Aleichem. And they came up and took
hold of his feet and fell prostrate before him.

10 Then he said to them, Do not be afraid; go and take word to my Achim that they may
go away to the Galil, and there they shall see me.

11Nowwhile theywere on their way, hinei! Some of the shomrim came into the city and
reported to the Rashei Hakohanim all the things that had happened.

12And when they had assembled with the Zekenim and counseled together, they gave a
large sum of money to the soldiers,

13And said, Youare to say,His talmidimcamebynight and stolehimawaywhilewewere
asleep.

14And if this should come to the Governorʼs ears, wewill win him over and keep you out
of trouble.

15 And the ones who took the kesef did as they had been instructed and this story was
widely spread among the Yehudim to this day.

16 But the Achad Asar Talmidim proceeded to the Galil, to the mountain which Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach had designated.

§ 27:58 Ps 16:9-10 * 27:60 Isa 53:9 † 27:62 i.e., Motzoei Shabbos
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17 And when they saw him, they prostrated themselves before him, but some were
doubtful.

18And he came up and spoke to them, saying, All samchut (authority) has been given to
me in Shomayim and on HaAretz.

19Go, therefore, make talmidim for Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach of all the nations, giving
them a tevilah in a mikveh mayim in HASHEM, in the Name of HaAv, and HaBen, and
HaRuach Hakodesh,

20Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And hinei! I* amwith you
always, even unto the Ketz HaOlamHazeh.

* 28:20Moshiach
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Besuras Hageulah according toMarkos
Introduction

This book, which depends heavily on the preaching of Kefa from earliest times has been
dated in the late forties or fifties, C.E.
Ac 12:12,25; 15:37,39; Co 4:10; Pm 24; 2Ti 4:11; 1K 5:13 attest to Markosʼ authorship

credentials.
1 The Beginning of the Besuras HaGeulah (the Good News of Redemption) of Yehoshua,

RebbeMelech HaMoshiach [the] Ben HaElohim.
2 Just as it has been written in Yeshayah HaNavi, HINNENI SHOLEIACH MALACHI

(Behold, I send my messenger) before your face, UPINNAH DERECH LEFANAI (and he will
prepare the way beforeme),* he will prepare your way.

3KOL KOREY BAMIDBAR†(A voice of one shouting in the wilderness): Prepare the Derech
HASHEM(the way of the L-rd). Make his paths yashar (straight)!

4Yochanan camewith amikvehmayim in themidbar, preaching a tevilah of teshuva for
the selichat avon.

5And all Yehudah and all Yerushalayimwere going out to him, and theywere submitted
to a tevilah using the Yarden River as a mikveh mayim, making vidduy‡ of their averos
(sins).

6AndYochananhad camel hair clothing anda leather belt aroundhiswaist, andhis food
was arbe and devash.§

7And he was preaching, [crying out as a maggid],* saying, Hu Habah (He who Comes)†
after me has more chozek (strength) thanme. I am not worthy to stoop down and remove
his sandals.

8 I give you a tevilah in a mikveh mayim, but he‡ will give you a tevilah in the Ruach
Hakodesh.

9 And it was during that period that Yehoshua from Natzeret of the Galil came and
submitted to Yochananʼs tevilah in themikvehmayim of the Yarden.

10And ofen ort Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came up out of the mikveh mayim, and he
saw Shomayim being torn open, the Ruach Hakodesh of HASHEM descending like a yonah
on him.

11And there was a bat kol out of Shomayim, ATAH BNI AHUVI ASHER BCHA CHAFATSTI
(You aremy Son, the beloved, with whom I amwell pleased).

12Then the Ruach Hakodesh ofen ort thrusts him out into themidbar.
13 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was in the midbar arba'im yom varbaim lailah,

undergoing nisyonos by HaSatan; and he was with the chayyat hassadeh§(wild beasts),
and themalachimwere themeshartei HASHEMministering to Moshiach.

14 Now after Yochanan was arrested, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came to the Galil,
darshenen (preaching) the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM,

15And saying, The appointed time has been fulfilled and the Malchut HASHEM has come
near. Make teshuva, and have emunah in the Besuras HaGeulah.

16And passing along beside Sea of Galilee, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw Shim'on and
Andrew, the brother of Shim'on, casting a reshet into the sea, for they were daiyagim
(fishermen).

17And he said to them, Come, followme,* and Iwill make you to become daiyagei adam.
18And ofen ort, leaving their nets, they followedMoshiach.
19And going on a little, he saw Ya'akov Ben Zavdai and Yochanan his brother, who were

also in the sirah (boat) repairing the nets.
20Andofen ort he summoned them; and, leaving Zavdai their father in the sirahwith the

sachirim (hiredworkers), they went away to followMoshiach.
21 And they enter into K'far-Nachum, and ofen ort on Shabbos, entering into the shul,

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach exercised theministry of moreh (teacher).
22And they were astounded at Moshiachʼs torah (teaching), for he was teaching them as

one having samchut, and not as the Sofrim.
23And, ofen ort, there was in their shul a manwith a ruach hatameh, and he shouted,

* 1:2 Ex 23:20; Mal 3:1 † 1:3 TARGUMHASHIVIM Isa 40:3 ‡ 1:5 to HASHEM § 1:6 2Kgs 1:8; Lv 11:22 * 1:7

for the Moshiach † 1:7 i.e. Moshiach ‡ 1:8Moshiach § 1:13 Job 5:23 * 1:17 as my talmidim
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24Saying, YehoshuaofNatzeret,mah lanuvlach? (What tousandtoyou?) Haveyoucome
tobringus churban (destruction)? Ihavedaas†whoyouare,HaKadoshofHASHEM(theHoly
One of G-d).

25But he rebuked the shed, saying, Shekit! Gey zich! And come out of him.
26And, the ruach hatumah, throwing him into convulsions, let out a shrai and came out

of him.
27And all were astounded so that they began to discuss with each other, saying, What is

this? Torah Chadasha with samchut? He gives orders to the shedim and they obey him?
28 And the besuroh (news) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach ofen ort (immediately) went

forth everywhere into the surrounding region of the Galil.
29 And ofen ort (immediately), coming out of shul, they went into the bais (house) of

Shim'on and Andrewwith Ya'akov and Yochanan.
30And the chamot (shviger,mother-in-law) of Shim'onwas bedridden and fever-stricken,

and ofen ort (immediately) they tell Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach about her.
31Andapproaching, holding her hand, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach lifted her up, and the

kaddachat‡(fever) lefther, andshe thenbegan functioningas theirmesharetet (servant, keli
kodesh, ladyminister), waiting on them.

32 When erev (evening) came, with the setting of the shemesh (sun), they brought to
Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach all the cholim (sick persons) and all those possessed by shedim
(demons).

33And the whole shtetl gathered together at the delet (door).
34 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach administered refuah (healing) to many cholim

(sick persons) suffering from various machlot (illnessess), and he cast out many shedim
(demons). And he did not permit the shedim to give utterance, for the shedimknew the raz
(mystery, secret) of his identity, that he was the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

35And very early, while it was still dark, having got up, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwent
out and away to a desolate place, and was davening shacharis there.

36And Shim'on and those with him searched for Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
37And they found Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and they say to him, Everyone is seeking

you.§
38AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachsays to them,Letusgoelsewhere into theneighboring

shtetlach, so that also there I may preach. For it was for this [purpose, tachlis] I came.*
39 And he came preaching in their shuls (synagogues) and casting out shedim in [the]

whole [region of] the Galil.
40 And an ish metzorah (leper) comes to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach begging him and

kneeling down and saying, If you are willing, you are able to makeme tahor (clean).
41Andbeingfilledwith rachmei Shomayim [and] stretching out his hand, Rebbe,Melech

HaMoshiach touched [theman] and says to him, I amwilling. Bemade tahor.
42 And ofen ort (immediately) the ish metzorah (leper) went away from Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach and he wasmade tahor.
43 And having sternly warned him, ofen ort (immediately) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

sent him away.
44And Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to him, See [that] you say nothing to anyone, but

rather go show yourself to the kohen and offer [the korban] for the tohorah (purification)
of you whichMoshe (Rabbeinu) gavemitzvah, for an edut (testimony) to them.†

45 But the one having gone out began to preach many things and to spread the dvar, so
that no longer was Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach able to openly enter into a shtetl, but he
was outside in desolate places. And theywere coming to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach from
every direction.

2
1 And having entered again into K'far-Nachum, it was heard after* some yamim, that

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is at home.
2And many were gathered together so that there was no longer any room at the delet,

and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking the dvar HASHEM to them.
3And they come bringing to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach a paralytic being carried along

by arba'a anashim (fourmen).

† 1:24 of the raz, secret, mystery of ‡ 1:31Dt 28:22 § 1:37 Song 1:4; Hag 2:7 * 1:38 Isa 61:1 † 1:44 Lv 13:49;

14:1-32 * 2:1many
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4And not being able to bring [the paralytic] to Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach on account of
the multitude, they removed the roof where Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was, and having
made an opening, they lowered themat uponwhich the paralytic was lying.

5AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, having seen theemunahof them, says to theparalytic,
Beni, your averos are granted selicha.

6 And there were some of the Sofrim (Scribes) sitting there and thinking about these
things in their levavot (hearts),

7Why is this one speaking thus? He is guilty of Chillul HASHEM gidduf (Desecration of
the Name, blasphemy). Who is able to grant selicha (forgiveness) to averos (sins) except
HASHEM?†

8 And, ofen ort (immediately), having had daas in his ruach that in this way they were
thinking, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Why are you considering such things
in your levavot?

9Which is easier? To say to the paralytic, Your averos are granted selicha, or to say, Stand
and pick up yourmat and walk?

10 But in order that you may have daas that the Bar Enosh‡ has samchut (authority)
on haaretz to grant that averos receive selicha, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to the
paralytic,

11To you I say, Stand, pick up yourmat, and go to your bais.
12And the man arose, and, ofen ort (immediately), in front of everyone, taking the mat,

he went outside. So everyone was astonished and gave kavod to HASHEM saying, Never
have we seen anything like this!

13And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwent out again beside the lake; and all themultitude
was coming to him, and he was teaching them torah.

14And as he was passing by, he saw Levi Ben-Chalfai sitting in the tax office, and Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Follow me. And, getting up, Levi (Mattityahu) followed
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

15And it came to pass that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach reclined at tish in Leviʼs house,
and many mochesim (tax collectors) and chote'im (sinners) were reclining at tish with
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and with his talmidim. For there were many, and they were
following him.

16And the Sofrim (scribes) of the Perushim, seeing that Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach eats
with chote'im (sinners) and mochesim (tax collectors), were saying to his talmidim, With
mochesim (tax collectors) and chote'im (sinners) does he eat?

17 And having heard this, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Itʼs not the strong
ones that have need of a rofeh (physician) but rather the cholim (sick persons). I did not
come to call [the] tzaddikim (righteous ones) but the chote'im (sinners) [to teshuva].

18And the talmidim of Yochanan and the Perushim came with tzomot (fasts). And they
come and say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Why [do] the talmidim of the Perushim and
the talmidim of Yochanan comewith tzomot, but your talmidim do not?

19 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, said to them, Surely the Bnei HaChuppah of the
Choson (Bridegroom) are not able to undergo tzomot as long as they have the Chosonwith
them, nu? As long as they have the Chosonwith them, they are not able to undergo tzomot.

20But yamim (days)will comewhen the Choson is taken away from them, and then they
will undergo tzomot HaYomHaHu.

21No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise, the patch will
pull away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results.

22Andnooneputs yayin chadash (newwine) intooldwineskins; otherwise, theyayinwill
burst the wineskins and the yayin is lost and so are the wineskins. Instead yayin chadash
(newwine) [is put] into newwineskins.

23And it cameabout [that] on Shabbos, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas passing through
the grainfields, and his talmidim began tomake [their] way picking the heads of grain.§

24 And the Perushim said to him, Look, why are they engaging in what is not mutar
(permissible) in the Torah on Shabbos?

25AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachsays to them,Haveyounever read in theTanakhwhat
Dovid HaMelech did when he was in need and he was hungry, he and the ones with him?

26How he entered into the Beis HASHEM during the yamim of Evyatar the Kohen Gadol
and the LechemHaPanim he ate, which to be eaten it is not mutar (permissible) except by
the Kohanim, and he gave [some] also to the ones with him.*

† 2:7 Isa 43:25 ‡ 2:10Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 § 2:23Dt 23:25 * 2:26 1Chr 24:6; 2Sm 8:17; Lv 24:5,9; 1Sm 21:1-6
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27AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, Shabboswas created for the sakeofman
and not man for the sake of Shabbos.†

28Therefore, the Bar Enosh‡ is even Adon HaShabbos.

3
1 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach entered again into the shul. And there was there a

man having a withered hand.
2And theywerewatching Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach [to see] if on Shabbos hewill heal

him, in order that theymight accuse him.
3And he says to theman, the one with the withered hand, Stand up here in the center.
4And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Is it mutar (permissible) on Shabbos to

do tov or rah, to restore nefesh or to destroy [it]? But they were silent.
5Andhaving looked [at] themwith ka'as andhaving agmat nefesh (grief) at the stubborn

hardness of their levavot, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to the man, Stretch out your
hand. And theman stretched it out, and his handwas restored.

6Andofen ort (immediately) the Perushimwent out andheld consultationwith the party
of Herod against him, as to how theymight destroy him.

7And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach with his talmidim went away to the lake, and a great
multitude from the Galil and also from Yehudah followed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

8And from Yerushalayim and from Idumea and from the other side of the Yarden and
from around Tzor-Tzidon area, a great multitude [followed], hearing everything that he
was doing, and they came to RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

9 And he said to his talmidim that a sirah (boat) should stand ready for him, lest the
multitudemight crush him.

10 For he had brought refuah to many, with the result that as many as had afflictions
pressed in on him in order to touch him.

11 And the ruchot hatemeiot (unclean spirits), whenever they saw Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, were falling before him and were crying out, saying, You are the Ben
HaElohim!

12And he sternly rebuked them, lest they shouldmake him known.
13And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach goes up to the mountain and summons those whom

hewanted, and they came to him.
14 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach appointed and gave smichah to Shneym Asar

(Twelve), whom also he designated Shlichim, that they might be with him,* and that he
might send them out as his Shlichim to preach,

15and to have samchut (authority) to cast out shedim.
16 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach appointed the Shneym Asar: Shim'on, to whom he

gave the name Kefa,
17And Ya'akov Ben Zavdai and Yochanan, Ya'akovʼs brother. He gave to them the name

Bnei Regesh, (Sons of Thunder).
18And Andrew and Philippos and Bar-Talmai, and Mattityahu, and T'oma, and Ya'akov

Ben-Chalfai, and Taddai, and Shim'on the Zealot,
19And Yehudah from K'riot, the one who betrayed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
20 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach goes to his home shtetl; and again the multitude

assembles, with the result that they were not able to have okhel (food).
21Andwhen his ownmishpochah heard of this, theywent out to constrain him. For they

were saying, He is meshuga.
22And the Sofrim (Scribes), the ones coming down from Yerushalayim, were saying, He

is possessed by Baal-zibbul and by the Sar HaShedim he casts out shedim.
23 But having called them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking to them in me-

shalim: How can HaSatan cast out HaSatan?
24And if a malchut is divided against itself, it is not possible for that malchut to stand.
25And if a bais is divided against itself, it will not be possible for that bais to stand.
26And if HaSatan has risen up against himself and is divided, it is not possible for him to

stand, but his end has arrived.
27 But no one is able, having entered into the house of the Gibbor to plunder his

possessions, unless first, he binds HaGibbor, and then he will plunder the Bayit HaGibbor.
28 Omein, I say to you that for everything — for the averos (sins) and the Chillul

HASHEM(Desecration of theName), whatever blasphemies theymay utter— the Bnei Adam
will be granted selicha.

† 2:27 Ex 23:12; Dt 5:14 ‡ 2:28Moshiach, Dan 7:13, 14 * 3:14 bemishtatef in Moshiachʼs chavurah
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29But whoever commits Chillul HASHEM gidduf against the Ruach Hakodesh, can never
have selicha, but is guilty of a Chet Olam.

30For they were saying, He has a ruach hatumah (an unclean spirit).
31 And the Em (Mother) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and his achim come and stand

outside and they sent word to him.
32And a multitude was sitting around him, and they are saying to him, Hinei! Your Em

(Mother)! And your achim (brothers)! And your achayot (sisters) are outside looking for
you.

33And in reply to them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, Who is immi? And my achim
(brothers)?

34Andhaving looked around at the ones sitting aroundhim, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
says, Hinei! Immi andmy achim!

35Forwhoever does the ratzonHASHEM, this one ismybrother andmy sister andmother.

4
1 And again Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach began to say shiurim (Torah talks) beside the

lake. And a huge multitude gathered together to him so that he got into a sirah (boat) on
the lake and sat down. The whole multitude was by the lake on the shore.

2AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiachwas giving them torahwithmanymeshalim (parables)
and in the shiurim he said, he was saying to them:

3Listen. Hinei! The Sower went out to sow [seeds].
4And it cameabout thatwhenhewent to sow, that some [seeds] fell beside the road. And

the birds came and devoured it.
5And other [seeds] fell upon the rocky places where it did not have much soil, and ofen

ort (immediately) it sprang up because it did not have depth of soil.
6 And when the shemesh rose, it was scorched and, because it did not have a shoresh

(root), it withered.
7And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them, and it

did not yield pri.
8And other seed fell into the adamah tovah (good ground) and it was giving pri (fruit),

rising up and growing, thirty, sixty, and one hundredfold.
9And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
10Andwhen hewas alone, the ShneymAsar were asking him for a hezber (explanation)

of themeshalim (parables).
11 And he was saying to them, To you the raz (secret) of the Malchut HASHEM has been

given. But to the outsiders, everything remains inmeshalim,
12 In order that YIRU they may see and not have daas, VSHIMU they may hear and not

have binah, lest they should turn and they should receive refuah and selicha.*
13And RebbeMelech HaMoshiach says to them, Do you not have daas of themeaning of

this mashal? Then howwill you have binah of all the meshalim?
14The one sowing sows the dvar HASHEM.
15 And these are the ones beside the road where the dvar HASHEM is sown. And when

they hear it, ofen ort HaSatan comes and takes the dvar that has been sown in them.
16And these are the ones sown upon the rocky places: when they hear the dvar, ofen ort

with simcha they receive it.
17 Yet they do not have a shoresh (root) in themselves but are transitory; then when ES

TZARAHcomesor redifah (persecution)onaccount of thedvar, ofenort they fall away, they
become shmad.†

18Andothers are theones sownamong thorns. These are theoneshavingheard thedvar,
19and theworries of theOlamHazehand the seductionof ashires (riches)and thedesires

for other things come in and choke the dvar HASHEM and it does not bear pri.
20And these are the ones sown upon adamah tovah: they hear the dvar HASHEM and are

mekabel (receive) the dvar HASHEM and bear pri, thirty, sixty and one hundredfold.
21And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas saying to them, Surely amenorah is not brought

out in order that it may be put under a measuring bucket or under the couch? Rather, is it
not brought out that it may be placed on the shulchan?

22 For there is not [anything] nistar except that it may be made nikar nor has it become
concealed but that it may come into [the] open.‡

23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.

* 4:12 Isa 6:9-10, TARGUMHASHIVIM † 4:17 Jer 30:7; Mt 24:21-22 ‡ 4:22 Jer 16:17
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24And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying to them, Pay attention! By what measure
youmeasure, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.

25Forwhoever has, it will be given to him, andwhoever does not have, evenwhat he has
will be taken away from him.

26And he was saying, Thus is the Malchut HASHEM: like a man who casts seed upon the
soil,

27And goes to sleep blailah (at night) and arises byom (at day), and the seed sprouts up
and grows in such a way that he does not have daas of how it does so.

28On its own, the soil bears pri: first the blade, then a head of grain, then full wheat in
the head.

29Butwhen thecrop is ripe, ofenort (immediately)heputs forth theMAGGAL,KIVASHAL
KATZIR (sickle, for the harvest is ripe).§

30And Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiachwas saying, Towhat shouldwe compare theMalchut
HASHEM or by what mashal (parable)maywe present it?

31 The Malchut HASHEM is like a mustard seed, which, when it is sown on the soil, is
smaller [than] all the seeds on the earth:

32Butwhen it is sown, it growsupandbecomes greater [than] all theplants of the garden
and puts forth large branches, so that the OPHHASHOMAYIM can nest under its shade.

33Andwithmany suchmeshalim, Rebbe,MelechHamoshiachwas speaking to them the
dvar HASHEM as they were able to hear.

34But apart frommeshalim, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas not speaking to them. Only
privately, in a yechidus, was RebbeMelech HaMoshiach explaining everything to his own
talmidim.

35And on that day, when erev had come, RebbeMelechHaMoshiach says to them, Let us
go over to the other side of the lake.

36And leaving themultitude, they tookRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, just as hewas, in the
sirah (boat), and other sirot (boats)were with him.

37 And there arose a fierce gale of wind and the waves were beating against the sirah
(boat), so that it was already filling up.

38 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was in the stern on the cushion sleeping, and they
woke him up, and they say to him, Rebbe, does it not matter to you that we are perishing?

39 And having been awakened, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach rebuked the wind, and he
spoke to the lake, Sha! Be still! And there was a great calm.

40And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Why do you have morech lev (coward-
liness)? Do you still not have emunah?

41 And they were afraid with a terrible pachad (terror), and they were saying to one
another, Who then is this that even the wind and the sea obey him?

5
1And they came to the other side of the lake, to the country of the Gerasenes.
2 And as soon as Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach stepped out of the sirah (boat), ofen ort

(immediately), a man with a ruach hatumah from the kevarim (tombs) of the burial caves
met him.

3 This man had (his) dwelling among the kevarim. And no one could keep him tied any
longer, even with sharsherot (chains, fetters);

4Because often he had been bound with shackles and the shackles had been torn apart
by him, and no one had the koach (power) to subdue him.

5 And constantly, yomam valailah (day and night), among the kevarim and in the
mountains, he was crying out and beating himself with stones.

6And, having seen Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from afar, he ran and fell down before
him.

7And having cried out with a kol gadol (loud voice), he says, Mah lanu valach, Yehoshua,
Ben HaElohimHaElyon? I implore you by HASHEM, [do] not torment me.

8 For Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had been saying to him, Come out of the man, ruach
hatumah (unclean spirit)!

9AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwasquestioninghim, saying,What is yourname? And
he says to him, Legion [is] my name, for we aremany!

10 And he begged Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach again and again not to exorcise him and
banish him from that place.

11Now there was a large herd of chazirim feeding nearby on the hillside.

§ 4:29 Yoel 4:13
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12 And they (the ruchot hatemeiot, the shedim) implored Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
saying, Send us into the chazirim, so that wemay go into them.

13And he permitted them. And having come out, the ruchot hatemeiot entered into the
chazirim. And the herd of chazirim rushed down the slope into the lake, and there were
about two thousand of them, and they were drowned in the lake.*

14 And the herdsmen feeding them fled and reported it in the village and in the sadot
(fields), and the people came to see what had come to pass.

15And they come to Yehoshua, and they see the one that had been possessed by the shed
sitting, clothed and in his right mind the very one having had the Legion! And they were
afraid.

16 And the edei reiyah (eyewitnesses) of what had happened to the man possessed by
shedim and of what had happened to the chazirim reported it.

17Then they began to implore Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to depart from their region.
18And as RebbeMelechHaMoshiachwas stepping into the sirah (boat), the onewho had

been possessed by shedimwas imploring him that hemight accompany him.
19And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not permit him, but says to him, Go home to your

people and report to them everything that HASHEM has done for you and [that] HASHEM
had rachamim (mercy) upon you.

20And theman left and began to preach in the Decapolis everything that Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach had done for him, and everyone was amazed.

21 And when he had crossed over again in the sirah (boat) to the other side, a large
multitude gathered together to him, and he was beside the lake.

22 And one of the Roshei Beit HaKnesset comes name of Ya'ir and, having seen Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, he falls down at his feet,

23andhebegs himearnestly saying, Biti (mydaughter) is at the point ofmavet. Comeand
put your hand on her that shemay receive refuah andmay live.

24AndMoshiach went with Yair.
And a largemultitude were following him and they were pressing against Moshiach.
25And [there was] an isha having a flow of dahm for twelve years.†
26And having suffered much by many rofim (physicians) and having spent everything

she had, instead of recovering, her condition deteriorated.
27And having heard about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, she came up behind him in the

multitude, and touched his garment.
28 For she was saying, If I may touch even the garment of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, I

will receive refuah.
29And ofen ort the flow of her dahmwas dried up and she felt in her basar that she has

been given refuah from the shrekliche (terrible)machla (illness).
30 And ofen ort Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having perceived within himself that

gevurah (miraculous power) had gone forth from him, turned around in the crowd and
said, Who touchedmy garments?

31 And the talmidim of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach were saying to him, You see the
multitude pressing against you, and you say, Who touchedme?

32And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was looking around to see the one having done this.
33 Now the isha, BYIRAH (with fear) and BIRADAH (trembling), aware of what had

happened to her, came and fell down before him and told him the emes (truth).
34AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to her, Bat (Daughter), your emunahhas brought

you refuah (healing). Go in shalom and receive refuah from yourmachla.
35While Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was still speaking, some came from the Rosh Beit

HaKnesset, saying, Your yaldah is a nifteret (deceased person); are you still causing a shter
(bother) for the rabbi?

36But Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, having overheardwhatwas being spoken, says to the
Rosh Beit HaKnesset, Do not be afraid; only have emunah.

37AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiachdidnot permit anyone to followafter him, exceptKefa
and Ya'akov and Yochanan, the brother of Ya'akov.

38And they come into the bais of the Rosh Beit HaKnesset, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach beheldmuch commotion andweeping and loud wailing.

39Andhavingentered, he says to them,Whyareyoudistressedandweeping? Theyaldah
is not a nifteret but is only sleeping.

* 5:13Mic 7:19 † 5:25 Lv 15:25-30
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40And they beganmaking leitzonus (mockery, fun) of him. But having put everyone out,
Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach takes the Abba of the naarah (girl) and the Em and the ones
with him, and goes into where the naarah was.

41 And having grasped the hand of the naarah, Moshiach says to her, Talitha Koum,
which, being translated, means Little girl, to you I say, arise!

42Andofen ort thenaarah got up and shewaswalking around. Shewas twelve years old.
And ofen ort they were amazed with great wonder.

43Andhe gave orders to themearnestly that no one should have daas of this. AndRebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach said to give her some okhel (food).

6
1And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came out from there and comes into his shtetl and his

talmidim follow him.
2 And Shabbos having come, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began to say shiurim in the

shul, and many, listening, were amazed, saying, From where [did] this one get lernen
(Torah learning), and what [is] the chochmah (wisdom) that has been given to this one?
Andwhat gevurot (mighty deeds) are being done by his hands?

3 Is not this one the Naggar (Carpenter), Ben Miryam? The brother of Ya'akov, Yosi,
Yehuda and Shim'on? And, are not his achayot herewith us? And theywere taking offense
at Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

4And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying to them, A navi is not without his kavod,
except in his own shtetl and among his ownmishpochah and in his own bais.*

5And he was not able there to do many nissim (miracles), except on a few cholim (sick
people) he laid (his) hands and administered refuah (healing) to them.

6And he wondered on account of their lack of emunah. And he was going around the
shtetlach in a circuit, saying shiurim.

7AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiach summons the ShneymAsar, andhebegan to send them
out two by two, and he was giving to them samchut [over] the ruchot hatumah.†

8And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave directives to them that they should take nothing
on [the] derech except a mere walking stick, not lechem, not a schnorrerʼs sack, nor a
money belt;

9But instead, to wear sandals, and not to take an extra bekishe.
10And he was saying to them,Wherever you enter into a bais, stay there until you leave

that area.
11 And whatever place does not give you the kabbalat panim (welcome), and does not

listen to you, then, as you are leaving there, let it be NIER CHATZNO, shake off the dust of
your feet, for an edut to them.

12And having gone out, they preached that Bnei Adam shouldmake teshuva.
13Andmany shedim theywere casting out, and theywere anointingwith shemenmany

cholim, and they were administering refuah to them.
14AndHerod the kingheardof it, for thenameof Yehoshuahadbecomebavust (famous),

and somewere saying, Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva has beenmade to stand up alive
from [the] mesim, and for this reason the nissim (miracles) are at work in him.

15But others were saying, It is EliyahuHaNavi. Still others were saying, He is a navi, like
one of the neviim of old.‡

16But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, Yochananwhom I beheaded has stood up
alive from themesim!

17ForHerodhimself had sent andhadYochananarrested andbound in the beis hasohar,
on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother, Philippos, for he hadmarried her.

18 But Yochanan was saying to Herod, It is not mutar according to the Torah for you to
have your brotherʼs wife.§

19And Herodias bore a grudge against Yochanan and desired to kill him. But she could
not.

20 For Herod feared Yochanan, knowing him [to be] a tzaddik and kadosh, and Herod
was protecting Yochanan. And when Herod heard Yochanan, he was greatly disturbed,
and [yet] gladly Herod was listening to Yochanan.

21And, an opportune day having come,whenHerod, on his yomhuledet (birthday), gave
amishteh for the court of his nobles, and themilitary commanders, and those of chashivut
(prominence) of the Galil,*

* 6:4 T.N. SeeMt 13:55 † 6:7 Dt 17:6 ‡ 6:15Mal 3:23 § 6:18 Lv 18:16; 20:21 * 6:21 Esth 1:3; 2:18



MARKOS 6:22 1104 MARKOS 6:47

22Andwhenhis daughter entered anddanced, she pleasedHerod and the ones reclining
at the seudahwith him. And the king said to the girl, Askmewhatever youwish and I will
give [it] to you.

23And he made a shevuah (oath) to her solemnly, Whatever you ask me, I will give you,
up to half of myMalchut.†

24And having gone out, she said to hermother,What should I ask [for]? And hermother
said, The rosh Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva.

25And having entered, ofen ort, with haste before the king, she made a request, saying,
Youmay give to me upon a platter the rosh Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva.

26And having become very sad, the king, on account of his shevuah and on account of
the ones reclining at the seudah [with him], was unwilling to refuse her.

27 And, ofen ort, the king sent an executioner and commanded him to bring the rosh
Yochanan. And having left, the executioner beheaded Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva
in the beit hasohar.

28Andhe brought the rosh Yochananupon a platter and gave it to the young girl, and the
young girl gave it to her mother.

29 And, having heard this, Yochananʼs talmidim came and carried away his geviyah
(body) and placed it in a kever (grave).

30And the Shlichim gathered together with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and reported to
him everything which they did and the torah which they had taught.

31AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to them, Come away awhile, you yourselves, for
a yechidus in a quiet place for a Shabbaton (rest fromwork). For there weremany coming
and going, and they did not even have time for okhel (food).

32And they departed in the sirah (boat) to a secluded place for a yechidus.
33And thepeople, recognizing them, saw themdeparting, and fromall the shtetlach they

ran there and arrived ahead of them.
34 And having gotten out of the sirah (boat), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw a large

multitudeandhehadrachmei shomayim (heavenlymercy)on them, for theywereKATSON
ASHER AIN LAHEM ROEH (like sheep without a shepherd), and he began with his torah to
teach themmany things.‡

35And when it was already a late hour, his talmidim came up to him and were saying,
This place is desolate and already [it is] late.

36 Send them away, that, having departed to the surrounding farms and shtetlach, they
may buy for themselves okhel (food) theymay eat.

37But in reply, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, You yourselves give them to eat.
And they say to him, Shall we go and spend two hundred denarii for lechem and give to
them to eat [something]?§

38 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, How much lechem do you have? Go
[and] see. And knowing, the talmidim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach say, Chamesh (five),
and dagim, shenayim (two).

39 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach commanded them to recline at tish, as it were,
everyone group by group, on the green grass.

40And they reclined, group by group, in hundreds and in fifties.
41And, having taken the chamesh loaves and the shnei hadagim (two fish) and looking

up to Shomayim, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said abracha. Andhaving offered thebetziat
halechem, Moshiach was giving to his talmidim in order that they might set them before
the people. AndMoshiach divided the shnei hadagim (two fish) among them all.

42And everyone ate, and they were satisfied.
43And they picked up shirayim (Rebbeʼs remainders), shneym asar (twelve) baskets full,

and from the dagim.
44And those who had eaten the loaves numbered chamesh elafim (five thousand).
45And ofen ort Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach compelled his talmidim to embark into the

sirah (boat) and to go before [him] to the other side to Beit-Tzaidah, while he dismisses the
multitude.

46 And with a Shalom farewell to them, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach departed to the
mountain to daven.

47 And erev having come, the sirah (boat) was in [the] middle of the lake, and Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach was alone on shore.

† 6:23 Esth 5:3,6; 7:2 ‡ 6:34Num 27:17; 1Kgs 22:17; 2Chr 18:16; Ezek 34:8 § 6:37 2Kgs 4:42-44
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48And having seen them laboring at the oars, for the wind was against them, about the
fourth watch of halailah, he comes to them, walking on the lake. And he wanted to go by
them.

49But having seen him on the lake, they thought that it is a ruach refaim (an apparition).
And they cried out;

50 For everyone saw him. And ofen ort he spoke with them, and they were filled with
pachad (terror). Moshiach says to them, Chazak! (Be strong!) Ani hu. (I amHe). Do not be
afraid.

51Andhegot into the sirah (boat)with them. And thewinddieddown. And in themselves
they were exceedingly amazed.

52For theydidnothavebinahconcerning the loaves,* but their levavot (hearts)hadbeen
hardened.

53And having crossed over onto the land, they came to Gennesaret and anchored.
54Andwhen theydisembark from the sirah (boat), the people ofenort recognizedRebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach.
55And the people rushed everywhere in that region, and they began carrying about on

their mats cholimwhere they heard he was.
56 And wherever Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was entering into the shtetlach or into

towns or into the countryside, thy laid the cholim in themarketplaces, entreating him that
theymight just touchMoshiachʼs tzitzit. And as many as touched it were receiving refuah
(healing).†

7
1 And, when they had come down from Yerushalayim, the Perushim and some of the

Sofrim come together around Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
2 And they had observed that some of his talmidim were eating their lechem with

yadayim temeiot, that is, hands ritually unclean.
3 [For the Perushim, and indeed this was the Jewish minhag, do not eat without doing

netilat yadayim (ritual of the washing of the hands) and also observing the Masoret
HaZekenim*(the Torah Shebal peh, Oral Torah).

4And when they come from [the] marketplace, unless they do so, they do not eat. And
there are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the
tevilah of cups and pitchers and copper pots.]

5And the Perushim and the Sofrim question Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Why do your
talmidim not follow the halakhah according to the Masoret HaZekenim, but eat their
lechemwith yadayim temeiot?

6 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Yeshayah rightly gave a dvar nevuah
of you tzevuim, as it has been written, HAAM HAZEH BISFATAV KIBDUNI VLIBO RIKHAK
MIMENI (Thispeoplewith [their] lipshonorme, but theirheart is removed faraway fromme).

7VATEHIYIRATAMOTIMITZVATANASHIMMELUMMADAH (And invaindo theyworship
me, teaching as doctrines themitzvot of men.)†

8Abandoning themitzvat HASHEM, you are holding to theMasoret HaBnei Adam.
9And hewas saying to them, You have a fine knack for setting aside themitzvat HASHEM

in order that your ownMasorot might stand undisturbed.
10 For Moshe‡ said, KABED ES AVICHA VES IMMECHA (Honor your father and your

mother), and, The one reviling AVIV VIMMOMOT YUMAT (father or mother let him be put
to death).§

11 But you say, If a man says to his Abba or to his Em, whatever by me you might have
benefited is Korban,*

12Then no longer do you permit him to do anything for his Abba or his Em.
13You nullify and make void the dvar HASHEM by means of your Masoret you received.

And you domany similar things.
14Andhaving summonedagain themultitude, hewas saying to them, Give ear tomeand

have binah (understanding).
15There is nothing outside of a ben Adam (human being) entering into himwhich is able

to make him tameh, but it is the things coming out from the ben Adam that make him
tameh.

16Hewho has oznayim to hear, let him hear.

* 6:52 See 6:43 † 6:56Num 15:38-41; Dt 22:12 * 7:3 see Ga 1:14 † 7:7 Isa 29:13 ‡ 7:10 Rabbeinu § 7:10

Ex 20:12, Dt 5:16; Ex 21:17, Lv 20:9 * 7:11 that is, the taitsh (translation) of korban is an offering to HASHEM
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17 And when he left the multitude and entered a bais, his talmidim were asking him
[about] themashal.

18 And he says to them, Are you so lacking in binah also? Do you not have binah that
it is not what is outside and entering into the ben Adam that is able to make him tameh
(unclean)?

19Because it does not enter into his lev, but into his stomach and goes out into the latrine,
making all the okhel tohar.†

20And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, It is the thing proceeding out of the ben
Adam that makes him tameh.

21 For from within the lev of the ben Adam comes evil cravings and machshavot: then
zenunim (fornications), gneyvot (thefts), retzichot (murders),

22Niufim (adulteries), chamdanut (greediness), rishah (wickedness), nechalim (scheming
deceitfulness), zimmah (lewdness, sensuality), an ayin horo or roah ayin (an envious evil
eye), lashon hora, gaavah (pride), and ivvelet (foolishness).

23All these evil things proceed fromwithin andmake the ben Adam tameh.
24And from there he got up and departed to the district of Tzor and Tzidon. And having

entered into a bais he wanted no one to know [yet], he was not able to escape notice.
25 But, after hearing about him, ofen ort, an isha, whose yaldah was having a ruach

temeiah, came and fell down at his feet.
26Now thewomanwas a Yevanit (Greek), by birth a Syrophoenician, and shewas asking

him to cast the shed out of her bat (daughter).
27And he was saying to her, Rishonah allow the banim to be satisfied, for it is not tov to

take the lechem of the yeladim and throw it to kelevim (dogs).
28But she replied, saying, Ken, Adoni, but even the kelevimunder the shulchan eat from

the crumbs of the yeladim.
29Andhe said to her, Because of this answer, go yourway, the shed has gone out from the

bat of you.
30 And having departed to her bais, she found the yaldah lying on the bed, the shed

having gone out.
31 When he returned from the region of Tzor, and then went through Tzidon to Lake

Kinneret within the region of the Decapolis,
32They bring to him [amanwhowas] cheresh illem (deaf andmute), and they entreated

him to lay hands on him.
33And he took him aside from themultitude by himself and put his fingers into his ears,

and spat, and with that touched the tongue of themuteman;
34 And, looking up to Shomayim with a deep sigh, he says to him, Ephphatha, (which

means, Be opened!).
35Ofen ort his ears were opened, and the impediment of his lashon (tongue)was loosed

and he was speaking properly.
36And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was directing them not to tell anyone. But as much

as he ordered them, they were proclaiming [it] all the more.
37And they were all astonished beyond all measure, saying, He has done all things tov

meod (very well), and he makes even the chereshim (deaf people) to hear and the illemim
(mute) to speak.‡

8
1 In yamim hahem (those days), again, when there was a great multitude and they had

no okhel (food), Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach called his talmidim, and says to them,
2 I have rachmei shomayim (heavenlymercy, compassion) on themultitude, because they

already shlosha yamim (threedays)have remainedwithmeand theydonot have anything
theymay eat;

3And if I send them away hungry to their batim (houses), they will give out on the way;
and some of them have come from far away.

4 And his talmidim answered him, From where will anyone be able to find enough
lechem to feed these ones here in themidbar?*

5AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas asking them,Howmany loaves do youhave? And
they said, Shevah.

† 7:19 T.N. See Ro 14:14-23 ‡ 7:37 Isa 35:5,6 * 8:4Num 11:21
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6And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach directed themultitude to recline at tish, as it were, on
the ground. And having taken the sheva kikrot (loaves), he made a bracha, saying the ha-
Motzi, and offered the betziat halechem (the breaking of the bread) and was giving [them]
to his talmidim to serve to them, and they served themultitude.

7And they also had a few small dagim. And after he hadmade the bracha over them, he
directed these to be served as well.

8 And they ate and were satisfied. And there was an abundance of shirayim (Rebbeʼs
remainders), sheva baskets [full].

9 And there were approximately arbaat elafim (four thousand) [people]. And Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach sent them away.

10And ofen ort (immediately), having embarked onto the sirah (boat)with his talmidim,
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came into the region of Dalmanutha.

11And the Perushim came out and began to arguewith him, seeking fromhim an otmin
HaShomayim (a sign from heaven), testing him.

12 And sighing deeply in his ruach, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Why does hador
hazeh (this generation) seek for an ot? Omein, I say to you, no ot shall be given to hador
hazeh (this generation).

13And having left them, Moshiach again embarked and departed to the other side.
14And his talmidim had forgotten to take lechem and did not have anything except one

kikar (loaf) in the sirah (boat)with them.
15AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas giving orders to them, saying, Take care! Beware

of the chametz (leaven) of the Perushim and the chametz of Herod.
16And the talmidimwere beginning to discuss among themselves that they do not have

[any] kikrot (loaves).
17And aware of this, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Why are you discussing

that you do not have kikrot? Do you not yet have binah (understanding) nor comprehend?
Have your levavot fallen into timtum halev (hardening of the heart), KESHI†(hardness,
stubbornness)?‡

18 EINAYIM LAKHEM VLO TIRU VOZNAYIM LAKHEM VLO TISHMAU?§(Having eyes, do
you not see? And having ears, do you not hear?) And do you not remember,

19 When I offered the beziat halechem with the chamesh kikrot (five loaves) for the
chameshet elafim (five thousand), howmany baskets of shirayim you picked up? And they
say to him, Shneym Asar.

20 And when I offered the beziat halechem over the shevah (seven) for the arbaat
haalafim (four thousand), how many baskets full of shirayim did you pick up? And they
say to him, Shiva.

21And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying to them, Do you not yet have binah?
22 And they come to Beit-Tzaidah. And they bring to him an ivver (blind man), and

entreated him to touch him.
23And having grasped the hand of the ivver, he took him outside the shtetl; and, having

put spittle on his eyes, [and] having laid hands upon him, he was questioning him, Do you
see anything?

24 And after looking up, the ivver was saying, I see bnei Adam — they look like trees
walking!

25Then again Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach placed his hands upon his eyes; and the man
looked intently and was restored, and was seeing everything clearly.

26AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach sent theman to his bais, saying, Donot even enter the
shtetl.

27And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went out along with his talmidim, to the shtetlach of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he was questioning his talmidim, saying to them, Who
do Bnei Adam say that I am?

28And the talmidim spoke to him, saying, Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva; and others
say, Eliyahu HaNavi; but others, One of the neviim.*

29And he continued questioning them, But who do you say that I am? In reply, Kefa says
to him, You are the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

30And he warned them to tell no one about him.
31And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began to teach them that it is necessary [for] the Bar

Enosh† to suffermany things and to be rejected by the Zekenimand theRasheiHakohanim

† 8:17 Dt 9:27 ‡ 8:17 Isa 6:9,10 § 8:18 Jer 5:21; Ezek 12:2 * 8:28Mal 3:23 † 8:31Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14
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(theChief Priests)and the Sofrim (Scribes),‡ and tobekilled andafter his histalkus (passing)
after Shlosha Yamim (Three Days) to undergo the Techiyas HaMoshiach.

32And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking about the matter plainly. And Shim'on
Kefa took him aside and began to rebuke him.

33Buthaving turnedaroundandhaving lookedathis talmidim, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshi-
ach rebuked Kefa, and says, Get behind me, HaSatan; for you are not putting your
machshavot (thoughts) on the interests of HASHEM but on that of Bnei Adam.§

34 And having summoned the multitude along with his talmidim, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach said to them, If anyone wishes to follow after me, let him make denial of
himself, and take up his etz shel mesiros nefesh (tree of self-sacrifice), and followme.

35Forwhoeverwishes to save his nefeshwill lose it; butwhoever loses his nefesh formy
sake and for the sake of the Besuras HaGeulah will save it.

36Forhow is the benAdam (humanbeing)benefited if he gain the kol haOlam, and forfeit
his neshamah?

37For what shall a ben Adam give in exchange [for] his neshamah?
38 For whoever feels bushah (shame) regarding me and my devarim in this dor rah

umnaef (evil andadulterousgeneration), theBar Enosh*will also be ashamedof him,when
Moshiach comes in the kavod of his Av with themalachim hakedoshim.

9
1AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas saying to them,Omein, I say toyou, thereare some

of those standing here who shall not taste mavet (death) until they see that the Malchut
HASHEM has come in gevurah.

2 And after shishah yamim Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach takes Kefa and Ya'akov and
Yochanan, and brought them up a high mountain by themselves. And Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach was transfigured before them;

3 And his garments became like a dazzlingly brilliant kittel, gantz (exceedingly) white,
more white than anyone on earth could bleach them.

4 And Eliyahu Hanavi appeared to them along with Moshe (Rabbeinu), and they were
talking with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

5 And in reply, to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Kefa says: Rebbe, it is tov [for] us to be
here, and let us make shalosh sukkot, one for you and one for Moshe (Rabbeinu) and one
for Eliyahu Hanavi.

6 Kefa did not know what he was answering, for they were tzufloigen (dazed) with
pachad (terror).

7And there came an anan (cloud) that was over-shadowing them, and there came a bat
kol out of the anan, ZEH BENI AHUVI, ELAV TISHMAUN (This is my beloved Son; listen to
him!)*

8And suddenly, when they looked around, they saw no one in their company anymore,
except only Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

9And [as] theywere coming down from themountain, he gave instructions to them that
they should tell no one what they saw, except when the Bar Enosh† should stand up in his
Techiyas HaMoshiach.

10 And they retained Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs dvar, discussing among themselves
what hemight mean by the Techiyas HaMoshiach fromHaMesim.

11 And they were questioning him, saying, Why is it that the Sofrim (Scribes) say it is
necessary for Eliyahu Hanavi to come rishonah (first)?

12 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Eliyahu Hanavi indeed does come
rishonah and brings tikkun (restoration) to all things. And yet how is it written of the
Bar Enosh‡ that he must suffer many things and be NIVZEH VACHADAL§(despised and
rejected)?

13But I say to you, that Eliyahu Hanavi has indeed come, and they did to him whatever
they pleased, just as it has been written concerning him.*

14Andwhen they returned to the talmidim, they sawa greatmultitude around themand
[the] Sofrim (Scribes) arguing with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs talmidim.

15 And ofen ort, as soon as the multitude saw Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, they were
surprised and began running up to [him] with Birkat Shalom greetings.

‡ 8:31 Isa 53:3 § 8:33 cf. Mk 7:9 * 8:38 Moshiach * 9:7 Ps 2:7; Ex 24:16 † 9:9 Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14
‡ 9:12Moshiach § 9:12 Isa 53:3 * 9:13 1Kgs 19:2; 10; Mal 3:23
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16And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach questioned them, About what are you arguing with
them?

17Andone of themultitude answeredRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach: Rabbi, I brought beni
(my son) to you, because he has a shed that makes him illem (mute).

18Andwhenever it seizeshim, it throwshim into convulsions andhe foamsat themouth,
and grinds his teeth, and becomes rigid. And I told your talmidim in order that theymight
cast it out, and they did not have the koach.

19 In reply to them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, O dor without emunah, how long
will I be with you? How long will I put up with you? Bring the bocher to me!

20They brought the bocher to him. Andwhen the shed saw Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
it threw the bocher into convulsions, and, falling to the ground, the bocher began rolling
around foaming at themouth.

21AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachquestioned thebocherʼs abba,How longhas this been
happening to him? And he said, From kinder-yoren.

22And also it has often thrownhim into the eish and into themayim that itmight destroy
him. But if you can do anything, grant rachmei shomayim upon us and help us!

23 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, If you can?!! All things are possible to him
who has emunah!

24Ofen ort (immediately) the abba of the bocher cried out and began saying, Animaamin
(I believe)! Help my lack of emunah!

25AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, having seen that amultitudewas gathering, rebuked
the ruach hatumah (unclean spirit), saying to it, You cheresh-illem (deaf and mute) ruach
hatemeiah, I command you, come out from him and do not ever enter into him again!

26 And after shrieking a shrai (scream) and throwing the bocher into violent seizures,
the ruach hatemeiah came out. And the bocher was so like a geviyah (corpse) that many
exclaimed he was niftar.

27But Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, having grasped the hand of the bocher, lifted him up;
and the bocher stood up.

28 And, having entered into a bais, his talmidim began questioning Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach in a yechidus: Why were we not able to perform the gerush shedim (exor-
cism)?

29 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, This kind of gerush shedim is accom-
plished only by davening with tzomot.

30And fromthere theywent forthandwerepassing through theGalil, andRebbe,Melech
HaMoshiach did not want anyone to have daas.

31 For Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was teaching his talmidim and was saying to
them, The Bar Enosh† is to be betrayed into the hands of Bnei Adam, and MOSHIACH
YIKARET‡(Moshiach will be violently killed), and when he has been killed and has his
histalkus (passing), he will rise in his Techiyas HaMoshiach from HaMesim on Yom
HaShelishi (the Third Day).

32 But they did not have binah concerning this dvar, and they were afraid to inquire
further.

33 And they came to K'far-Nachum. And when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was in the
bais, he began questioning them,What were you arguing about baderech (on the road)?

34 But they were keeping silent, for baderech they were discussing with one another
which of the talmidimwas hagadol.

35 And sitting down, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach called the Shneym Asar and says to
them, If anyone wishes to be Rishon (First), he shall be Acharon (Last), and mesharet
(minister, servant) of all.

36And having taken a yeled, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach set him in [the] center of them,
and, having taken the yeled into his arms, he said to them,

37 Whoever receives one yeled such as this biShmi (in my Name) receives me, and
whoever receives me, receives not only me but the One who sent me.

38 Yochanan said to him, Rebbe, we saw someone performing a gerush shedim in your
Name, and wewere trying to stop him, because he was not one of your chasidim.§

39But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Do not stop him, for no onewhowill accomplish
niflaot (wonders) biShmi (in my Name) will be able soon afterward to speak lashon hora
about me.

40For the one who is not ourmitnagged is for us.

† 9:31Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 ‡ 9:31 Dan 9:26 § 9:38Num 11:27-29
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41 For whoever gives you to drink a kos of mayim (cup of water) biShmi (in my Name)
because you are talmidim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, omein, I say to you, he shall not
lose his sachar (reward).

42 And whoever causes a michshol (stumbling block) for one of these little ones, the
maaminim b'Moshiach who have emunah in me, it would be better for him if a heavy
millstone, one turned by a donkey, were hung around his neck and he were cast into the
sea.

43 And if your yad causes you a michshol, cut off your yad; for it is better for you if
you enter Chayyei Olam as an amputee, than, having both yadayim, you go away into
Gehinnom, into the EISH LO TIKHBEH (fire not [ever] extinguished),* [

44Where their TOLAAT LO TAMUT (worm does not die) and EISH LO TIKHBEH (the fire
not [ever] extinguished).]

45And if your regel (foot) causes you amichshol, cut off your regel; it is better for you to
enter Chayyei Olam lame, than, having both raglayim, to be cast into Gehinnom, [

46Where their TOLAAT LO TAMUT (worm does not die) and EISH LO TIKHBEH (the fire
not [ever] extinguished).]

47And if your ayin (eye) causes you amichshol, take it out; for it is better for you to enter
theMalchut HASHEM one-eyed, than, having both eynayim, to be cast into Gehinnom,

48Where their TOLAAT LO TAMUT (worm does not die) and EISH LO TIKHBEH (the fire
not [ever] extinguished).

49For everyone will have eish as his melach (salt).†
50Melach is tov, but if the melach becomes unsalty, by what [means] will you make it

salty again? Havemelach in yourselves. And among yourselves let there be shalom.

10
1 And from there, having got up, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes into the region of

Yehudah and on the other side of the Yarden, and again multitudes gather to him, and as
was his minhag (custom), once more he was teaching them torah.

2And, having approached, the Perushim, testing him, were asking him, Is it mutar for a
man to give a get (divorce) to his wife?

3But in reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, What mitzvah (commandment)
didMoshe* give you?

4And they said, Moshe Rabbeinu made it mutar (permissible) for a man to write SEFER
KERITUT (a get, bill of divorcement) and to send her away (dismiss her, divorce her).†

5But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Because of the hardness of your levavot,
he wrote you this mitzvah.‡

6 But in the beginning of the Beriah (Creation) ZACHAR UNEKEVAH BARA OTAM
([HASHEM]made themmale and female).§

7AL KEN YAAZAV ISH ES AVIV V'ES IMMO V'DAVAK BISHTO (Because of this, a man will
leave his father and hismother and hewill be joined to his isha [wife]),

8 V'HAYU L'VASAR ECHAD, (and the two will be one flesh).* For this reason, they are no
longer Shnayim but Basar Echad.

9Therefore, what HASHEM has joined together, let no ben Adam separate.
10And in the bais, the talmidimbegan to question Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach about this

again.
11 And he says to them, Whoever gives a get to his isha and marries another, commits

niuf (adultery) against his isha.
12 And if she gets a get (divorce) from her baal (husband) and marries another, she

commits niuf (adultery).†
13And they brought to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach yeladim that he might lay his hands

on them. But the talmidim rebuked them.
14And having seen this, he became displeased and indignant, and said to his talmidim,

Permit the yeladim to come to me, and do not hinder them, for of such as these is the
Malchut HASHEM.

15Omein, I say to you,Whoever is notmekabelMalchut HASHEM(receives theKingdomof
G-d) as a yeled would bemekabel Malchut HASHEM, will by nomeans enter it.

16Andhaving taken theyeladim intohis arms, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach laidhishands
on them andmade a bracha over them.

* 9:43 Verses 43, 44, 46 and 48, see Isa 66:24 † 9:49 Lv 2:13 * 10:3 Rabbeinu † 10:4Dt 24:1-4 ‡ 10:5 Ps 95:8
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17And as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was setting out to travel, one running and falling
downbeforehim,was askinghim, Rabbi haTov,whatmitzvahmay I do that Imight inherit
Chayyei Olam?

18 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Why do you call me tov? No one tov
except echad, Elohim, nu?

19 You have daas of the mitzvot, the Aseres HaDibros (The Decalogue), LO TIRTZACH,
LO TINAF, LO TIGNOV, LO TAANEH VREIACHA ED SHAKER, KABEID ES AVICHA VES
IMMECHA (Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness
(do not defraud), honor your father andmother.)‡

20 And the man was saying to him, Rabbi, from kinder-yoren I have been frum and
shomermitzvot, keeping all these things.

21And looking at him and having ahavah for his neshamah, Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach
said to him, One thing you lack: go and sell all your possessions and give to the aniyim, and
youwill have otzar (treasure) in Shomayim; and come, followme.

22 But at the dvar HaMoshiach, his face turned gloomy and he departed with agmat
nefesh (grief), for he hadmany possessions.

23And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, looking around, says to his talmidim, How difficult
it will be for the oisher to enter theMalchut HASHEM!§

24And the talmidimwere amazed at his devarim. But again Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
in reply, says to them, Yeladim, how difficult it is to enter into theMalchut HASHEM.

25 It is easier [for] a camel togo through theeyeofaneedle than foranoisher (richperson)
to enter theMalchut HASHEM.

26And theywere evenmore amazed, saying to one another, Thenwhowith the Yeshu'at
Eloheinu is able to be saved?

27 Having looked at them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, With Bnei Adam [this is]
impossible, but not with HASHEM. For all things are possible with HASHEM.

28 Shim'on Kefa began to say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Hinei! We left everything
and have followed you!

29Yehoshua said, Omein, I say to you, there is no one who left bais or achim or achayot
or em or abba or banim or sadot (fields) for the sake of me and for the sake of the Besuras
HaGeulah,

30 But that he shall receive a hundredfold now in the Olam Hazeh, batim (houses) and
achim and achayot and imahot and banim and sadot with redifot (persecutions); and in
OlamHabah, Chayyei Olam.

31And many Rishonim (First Ones)will be Acharonim (Last Ones); and the Acharonim,
will be Rishonim.

32 And they were on the derech making aliyah leregel (pilgrimage) to Yerushalayim,
and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was leading out, walking ahead of them, and they were
astounded, and the ones following were afraid. And again Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
took the Shneym Asar aside for a yechidus and began to tell them what was to happen to
him,

33Saying, Hinei,wearemaking aliyah leregel to Yerushalayim, and theBarEnoshwill be
betrayed to the Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrim and theywill condemn himwith onesh
mavet (death penalty) andwill hand him over to the Goyim.

34And theywill mock him and spit on him and scourge him andwill kill [him], and after
his histalkus (passing), on Yom HaShlishi, he in his Techiyas HaMoshiach from HaMesim
will stand up alive again.

35AndYa'akovandYochanan, thebanimofZavdai, approachedRebbe,MelechHaMoshi-
ach, saying to him, Rebbe,wewish thatwhatever bakoshawemay ask you, youmaydo for
us.

36And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them,What do you wishme to do for you?
37And they said to him, Grant to us that one may sit limin (at the right hand) of you and

one lismol (at the left hand) in your kavod.
38But he said to them, You do not have daas of what you ask. Are you able to drink the

kos which I drink or to undergomymikveh?*
39And they said to him,Weare able. Andhe said to them, The koswhich I drink you shall

drink; and you shall have themikveh in which I am submerged.
40 But to sit limin or lismol of me is not mine to grant, but for the ones for whom it has

been prepared.
41And hearing this, the Asarah (Ten) became indignant with Ya'akov and Yochanan.

‡ 10:19 Ex 20:12-16; Dt 5:16-20 § 10:23 Ps 52:7; 62:10 * 10:38 Job 38:2
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42Andhaving summoned them, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to them, Youhave daas
that among the Goyim those whom they recognize as their moshlim (rulers) domineer
them and their Gedolim exercise authority over them.

43However, it is not so among you. He who wishes to become gadol among youmust be
yourmesharet.

44Andwhoever wishes to be first among youmust be eved of all.
45For even the Bar Enosh† did not come to be served but to serve and to give his NEFESH

as a kofer (ransom, pedut) LARABBIM (formany, for the Geulah [Redemption] of many).‡
46And they come to Yericho. And as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was going forth from

Yericho with his talmidim and a great multitude, Bar-Timai,§ an ivver, a poor betler
(beggar), was sitting beside the road.

47And when he heard that it was Yehoshua from Natzeret coming, he began to cry out
and to shout, Ben Dovid Yehoshua, chaneini!

48Andmanywererebukinghimthathe should shekit, buthekept cryingoutall themore,
Ben Dovid, chaneini!

49Having stopped, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said, Summon himhere. And they called
the ivver, saying to him, Chazak! Cheer up! He is calling you!

50And having tossed aside his kaftan, and having jumped up, he came to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

51And in reply, Yehoshua said, What do you wish that I may do for you? And the ivver
said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Rabboni, that I may see.

52AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said tohim, Go. Your emunahhasbrought you tikkun
(restored you). And ofen ort (immediately) he regained his sight and he began following
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach baderech (on the road).

11
1 And when they draw near to Yerushalayim at Beit-Pagey and Beit-Anyah near the

Mount of Olives, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach sends two of his talmidim,
2 And says to them, Go into the shtetl ahead of you, and ofen ort (immediately) as you

enter it, youwill find an AYIR*(colt) tied there, onwhich no one of Bnei Adam yet has ever
sat; untie it and bring it here.†

3And if anyone says to you,Why are you doing this? You say, HaAdon has need of it and
will send it here again.

4 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs talmidim left and found an AYIR‡(colt) tied at the
shaar (gate) outside on the rekhov (street). And they untied him.

5And some by-standers were saying to them,What are you doing untying the AYIR?
6 And the talmidim spoke to them just as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had instructed

them. And the by-standers permitted them.
7And the talmidim brought the AYIR to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and they lay upon

it their garments, and he sat upon it.
8Andmany spread their garments on the derech, but others spread leafy branches they

had cut from the sadot (fields).
9 And the vanguard and rearguard of the procession were crying out, HOSHAN

NAH!§(Save now) BARUCHHABAH B'SHEMADONOI!
10A bracha on the comingMalchut Dovid Avinu! Hoshan nah in the highest!
11And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach entered into Yerushalayim into the Beis HaMikdash

and, having looked around at everything, and, the hour now being late, he went out to
Beit-Anyahwith the Shneym Asar (Twelve).

12 And on the next day, when they came from Beit-Anyah, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
was hungry.

13 And having seen in the distance an etz te'enah (fig tree) in leaf, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach approached it to seewhether hemight findpri (fruit) on it. Butwhenhe came
to it, he found nothing except leaves. For it was not the te'enim season.

14And in reply, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to it,Maynooneeverbenourished from
pri from you again! And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs talmidimwere listening.

15 Then they came to Yerushalayim. And having entered the Beis HaMikdash, Rebbe,
MelechHaMoshiach began to drive out the ones buying and selling in the BeisHaMikdash,
and he overturned the shulchanot (tables) of the machalifei hakesafim (money changers)
and the chairs of the ones selling the yonim (doves).

† 10:45Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 ‡ 10:45 Isa 53:10-11 § 10:46 son of Timai * 11:2 Zech 9:9 † 11:2Num 19:2,

Dt 21:3, 1Sm 6:7 ‡ 11:4 Zech 9:9 § 11:9 Ps 118:25-26
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16And he was not allowing anyone to carry things through the Beis HaMikdash.
17And he was teaching torah and he was saying to them, Has it not been written, BEITI

BEIT TEFILLAH YIKAREI LKHOL HAAMMIM (My House shall be called a House of Prayer
[for] all peoples), but you havemade it a MEARAT PARITZIM (den of robbers).*

18And the Rashei Hakohanim (the Chief Priests) and the Sofrim (Scribes) heard this, and
they were seeking how they might destroy him, for they were afraid of him, for all the
multitude were amazed at his torah (teaching).

19 And when it became late, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and his talmidim went out of
the city.

20And in the boker (morning), early, as they passed by, they saw the etz teenah (fig tree)
having been withered from [the] roots.

21 And, having remembered, Shim'on Kefa says to him, Rebbe, look, the etz teenah (fig
tree)which you cursed has been withered.

22And in reply Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Have emunah in HASHEM.
23Omein, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, be lifted up and be thrown into

the sea, and does not waver in his lev (heart) but has emunah that what he says happens,
so it will be for him.

24 For this reason, I say to you, everything for which you daven (pray), everything you
request in tefillos (prayers), have emunah (faith) that you have received it, and so it will be
for you.

25 And when you stand davening, grant selicha (forgiveness) if something you hold
against someone, in order that yourAvinu sh'ba'Shomayimmay grant you selicha for your
peyshaim (transgressions). [

26But if you do not givemechila (forgiveness), neitherwill your chattaim receive selicha
(forgiveness) from your Av sh'ba'Shomayim.]

27And again they come into Yerushalayim. And in the Beis Hamikdash, [when] Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach was walking about, the Rashei Hakohanim (the Chief Priests) and the
Sofrim (Scribes) and the Zekenim come to him.

28And theywere saying to him, Bywhat kind of samchut do you do these things? Orwho
gave to you this samchut that youmay do these things?

29But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, I will ask you one dvar, and you answer
me and I will tell you by what kind of samchut I do these things:

30 The tevilah [of teshuva] of Yochanan — was it from Shomayim or from Bnei Adam?
Answerme!

31 And they were discussing among themselves, saying, If we say, from Shomayim, he
will say, Why then did you not believe him?

32But [if we say] from Bnei Adam, they were afraid of the multitude, for everyone was
considering Yochanan beemes (in truth) a navi.

33And in reply to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, they say,Wedonot have daas. AndRebbe,
MelechHaMoshiach says to them,Neitherwill I tell you bywhat kind of samchut I do these
things.

12
1AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachbegan to speak to them inmeshalim (parables). Aman,

a Baal Bayit, planted a kerem (vineyard), and he put around [it] a fence and dug a pit for
the yekev (winepress) andbuilt amigdal (tower), andhe leased it to koremim (vine keepers)
and then themanwent on a journey.*

2 And the Baal Bayit sent an eved to the tenants, the koremim, in the season [of katzir
(harvest)] in order that from the koremim he might receive from the perot (fruit) of the
kerem (vineyard).

3But they seized the eved and they beat him and sent him away empty.
4And again the Baal Bayit sent to the tenants, the koremim, another eved; and that one

they struck on the rosh and insulted.
5 And the Baal Bayit sent another; and that one they killed, and many others, some

beating, and others killing.
6Still hehadoneBENAHUV.†Lemaskana (finally), theBaal Bayit sent him to themsaying,

They will respect BENI.
7But those koremim said to themselves, This one is the Yoresh (Heir) the Bechor. Come,

let us kill him, and the nachalah, the bechorah, will be ours.
8And having seized [him], they killed him and threw him out of the kerem.

* 11:17 Isa 56:7; Jer 7:11 * 12:1 Isa 5:1-7 † 12:6 T.N. see 9:7
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9What then will the Baal Bayit of the kerem do? He will come and destroy the koremim
andwill give the kerem to others.

10Have you not read the Kitvei Hakodesh? EVEN MAASU HABONIM HAYTAH LEROSH
PINAH (The stone which the ones building rejected, this one has come to be for [the] chief
cornerstone).

11MEIETHASHEMHAYTAH ZOT, HI NIFLAT BEINEINU (FromAdonoi this came to be and
it is wonderful in our eyes).‡

12 And they were seeking to seize him, and they were afraid of the multitude, for they
knew that against them he told themashal. And leaving him, they went away.

13 And they send to him some of the Perushim (Pharisees) and the Herodians in order
that theymight catch him in a dvar.

14And having come, they say to him: Rabbi, we have daas that you are an ish Emes and
you do not show deference toward anyone. Ki ein masso panim (For there is no partiality)
with you but rather on the Derech HASHEM you give Divrei Torah in Emes. Is it mutar to
give a poll tax to Caesar or not? Should we give or should we not give?

15 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having seen their tzeviut (hypocrisy), said to them,
Why are you testing me? Bringme a denarius that I may look [at it].

16And they brought [one]. And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them,Whose demut
is this and whose inscription? And they said to him, Caesarʼs.

17 And he said to them, The things of Caesar, give to Caesar, and the things of HASHEM
[give] to HASHEM. And they were amazed at Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

18And [the] Tzedukim come to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the ones who say that there
is not to be a Techiyas HaMesim, and they were questioning him, saying,

19 Rabbi, Moshe (Rabbeinu) wrote to us that if an ACH of someone should die and
leave behind an isha UVEN EIN LO (and there is no son to him) YEVAMAH YAVO ALEIHA
ULEKAKHAH LO LISHA VHAYAH HABECHOR ASHER TELED YAKUM AL SHEM ACHIV
HAMET§(the brother of her husband must come to her and he must take her to him as wife
and the Bechor she bears shall raise up the name of the dead brother).

20 Now there were shiva achim. And the first took a wife and, dying, did not leave a
descendant.

21 And the second took her and he died, not having left behind a descendant. And the
third likewise.

22And the seven did not leave a descendant.
23 In the Techiyas HaMesim,when they aremade to stand up alive, of which of themwill

she be [the] isha? For seven had her as wife.
24Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, said to them, Isnot this the reasonyouare inerror, having

daas neither of the Kitvei Hakodesh nor of the gevurat HASHEM?
25But concerning the Mesim that are made to stand up alive, they do not marry nor are

they given in nisuim, but are like themalachim in Shomayim.
26 But concerning the Mesim, that they are made to stand up alive, have you not read

in the sefer Moshe at the bush, how HASHEM spoke to him, saying, ANOCHI ELOHEI
AVRAHAM ELOHEI YITZCHAK VELOHEI Ya'akov, (Ex 3:6).

27HASHEM is not the G-d of the Mesim (Dead ones) but of the Chayyim (Living ones). You
are greatly mistaken.

28And one of the Sofrim approached and heard them debating, and seeing that Rebbe,
MelechHaMoshiach answered themwell, asked him,Whichmitzvah is rishonah of all the
mitzvot?

29Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach answered, SHEMAYISROELADONOIELOHEINUADONOI
ECHAD is harishonah.

30V'AHAVTA ES ADONOI ELOHEICHA B'CHOL LEVAVCHA UVECHOL NAFSHECHA UVE-
CHOLMODECHA.*

31 And the shneyah is this, VAHAVTA LREACHA KAMOCHA.† There is not another
mitzvah greater than these.

32And theBaal Torah said tohim,Well spoken, Rabbi, beemesyouhave said thatHASHEM
is ECHAD‡(one), and EIN OD and there is no other§ except him.*

33 and to have ahavah for him B'CHOL LEVAVCHA (with all your heart) and with all
your binah UVECHOLMODECHA†(with all your strength) and L'REACHA KAMOCHA‡(your
neighbor as yourself) is greater [than] all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices.§

‡ 12:11 Ps 118:22,23 § 12:19 Dt 25:5 * 12:30 Dt 6:4,5 † 12:31 Lv 19:18 ‡ 12:32 Dt 6:4 § 12:32 Isa 45:18
* 12:32 Dt 4:35,39; Isa 45:6,14; 46:9 † 12:33 Dt 6:5 ‡ 12:33 Lv 19:18 § 12:33 1Sm 15:22; Hos 6:6; Mic 6:6-8
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34And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, when he saw that this torah teacher answered with
chochmah (wisdom), said to him, You are not far from the Malchut HASHEM. And no one
was daring to put a she'elah (question) in front of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach again.

35 While Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying shiurim (Torah talks) in the Beis
Hamikdash, he was saying: How is it that the Sofrim say that Moshiach is [merely] ben
Dovid?

36Dovid himself said by the Ruach Hakodesh, NEUM HASHEM LADONI: SHEV LIMINI,
AD ASHIT OYVECHAHADOM LRAGLECHA.*

37Dovid himself calls Moshiach Adon; how then is Moshiach [merely] ben Dovid? And
the large multitude found it a huge oneg (pleasure) to listen to him.

38 And in his torah, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, Beware of the Sofrim
(Scribes, Torah teachers, rabbonim), the ones enamored of strutting about in extremely
long kaftans and with equally lengthy Birkat Shalom greetings in themarketplaces,

39And places of honor in the shuls and places of honor at the seudot (banquet dinners).
40Beware particularly of the ones devouring the batim (houses) of the almanot (widows)

and making a grand show of davening long tefillos. Mishpat (Judgment) will fall more
heavily on these.

41And having sat [down] opposite the Beis Hamikdash Otzar (Treasury), Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach was observing how the multitude throws copper [coins] into the Otzar. And
many ashirim (rich people)were throwing [in] much.†

42And a poor almanah (widow) came and threw [in] two leptas, which is a kodrantes.‡
43Andhavingsummonedhis talmidim,Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachsaid to them: Omein,

I say to you that this poor almanahhas put inmore tzedakah (charity contribution) than all
those contributing to the Otzar,

44For everyone threw in from their abundance, but this almanah fromher need has put
in everything she had, all her michyah (subsistence).

13
1 And as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was going out from the Beis HaMikdash, one of

his talmidim says to him, Hinei! Rebbe, what large stones and impressive binyanim
(buildings)!

2AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to him, Do you see these great binyanim? Not one
even (stone)will be left resting on another even (stone). All will be thrown down!

3And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the Beis
HaMikdash having a yechidus (private meeting)with Kefa and Ya'akov and Yochanan and
Andrew.

4 Tell us when these things will be and what [will be] the ot (sign)when all these things
are about to be consummated?

5AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach began to say to them, Beware lest anyone deceive you.
6Formanywill come inmy name* saying I am [here]. And they will deceive many.†
7But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled. It is necessary for

these things to occur, but it is not yet HaKetz (the End).‡
8For there will be an intifada of ethnic group against ethnic group andmalchut against

malchut, there will be earthquakes in place after place, [and] there will be famines. These
things are but the beginning of the Chevlei.§

9 But as for yourselves, take heed and be careful. For they will hand you over to
the sanhedrin and in the shuls you will be beaten and before moshlim (governors) and
melachim (kings) youwill take your stand for the sake ofme* as a solemn edut (testimony)
to them.

10And it is necessary that the Besuras HaGeulah first be proclaimed to all nations.
11Andwhen they arraign you andhand you over for trial, do not beworried beforehand

about what youmight say; but whatever is given to you in that hour, this you shall say, for
it is not you yourselves who are the ones speaking, but the Ruach Hakodesh.

12 And ach will hand over ach to mavet, and Av [his] own yeled, and yeladim will rise
up against horim (parents) and cause them to be condemned with oneshmavet (the death
penalty).†

* 12:36 2Sm 23:2; Ps 110:1 † 12:41 2Kgs 12:9 ‡ 12:42 These two coins were next to nothing in value, just a few
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13And everyonewill hate youwith sinas chinom (baseless hatred) because ofmyName.‡
But the one having endured to HaKetz, this one will receive Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

14 And when you see the SHIKUTS MESHOMEM§(the abomination of desolation, the
abomination that causes desolation) standingwhere it ought not— let the one reading this,
take heed— then let the ones in Yehudah flee to themountains.

15And the one on the roof, let him not come down back inside, and let him not enter his
bais to take anything away.

16And the one in the sadeh (field) let him not turn back to get his kaftan.
17And oy to the ones with child and the ones with nursing infants in those days.
18But daven tefillos that it may not occur in khoref (winter).
19 For in those days will be Tzarah Gedolah (Great Tribulation) of such a kind as has

not happened from [the] Reshit Yedei HaBriah (Beginning of the Days of Creation) which
HASHEM created until now, and never again will be.*

20And unless HASHEMmakes those yamim shortened, no one would be delivered in the
Yeshu'at Eloheinu. But for the sake of the Bechirim, whom HASHEM chose, he shortened
the yamim.

21 And, then, if someone says to you, Hinei! Here [is] the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach!
Hinei! There! do not have emunah in what they say.

22 For meshichei sheker (false moshiachs) will arise, and neviei sheker (false prophets),
and they will perform otot and moftim so as to deceive and lead astray, if possible, the
Bechirim.†

23But you beware. I have forewarned you concerning all things.
24But after theTzarah‡of yamimhahem, the shemeshwill be darkened, and the levanah

will not give its ohr,
25And the kokhavim (stars)will be falling out of Shomayim, and the kochot (powers), the

ones in Shomayim, will be shaken.§
26 And then you will see the BAR ENOSH BA BAANANIM (the Son of Man [Moshiach]

coming in clouds)* with gevurah rabbah (great power) and kavod (glory).
27And thenhewill send themalachimandhewill gather togetherhis Bechirim† from the

four winds, from the ends (extremities) of haaretz to the ends (extremities) of Shomayim.‡
28And from the etz teenah (fig tree) learn the mashal: when by that time its branch has

become tender and it puts forth the leaves, you have daas that Kayitz is near;
29Soalsoyou,whenyousee these thingshappening, havedaas that it isnear, at thedoors.
30Omein, I say to you that by no means HaDor HaZeh passes away until all these things

take place.§
31 Shomayim and haaretz will pass away, but the devarim of me* will by nomeans pass

away.†
32But concerning HaYomHaHu or the shaah, no one has daas, neither the malachim in

Shomayim nor HaBen, but only HaAv.
33Beware, stay shomer (on guard), for you do not have daas when the time is.
34 It is like aman, when departing on a journey and leaving his bais (house) and, having

put his avadim (servants) in charge, each with his assigned avodah (work), gives orders to
the gatekeeper to be shomer.

35Therefore you be shomer, for you do not have daas when the Baal Bayit comes, either
late in the yom or at chatzot halailah or at cockcrow or baboker,

36Lest having come PITOM (suddenly)‡ he finds you sleeping.
37Andwhat I say to you, I say to all, be shomer.

14
1Nowitwas twodaysbeforePesach, theChagHaMatzot. And theRasheiHakohanimand

the Sofrimwere seeking how theymight by ormah (cunning) do awaywith Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

2 For they were saying, Not at the Chag, for fear that a riot break out among the am
haaretz.
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3And he was in Beit-Anyah at the bais of Shim'on the leper, reclining at tish, and an isha
(woman) came, having an alabaster flask of costly perfume, pure nard, and having broken
open the alabaster flask, she poured [it on] the head of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

4Nowsomewere therewho in ka'as (anger) said to one another, Forwhat reasonhas this
waste of ointment taken place?

5For this was able to be sold for more than three hundred denarii and to be given to the
aniyim. And they were reproaching her.

6 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Leave her alone. Why are you bringing about
difficulty for the isha? Has she not performed one of the Gemilut Chasadim onme?

7 For always the aniyim you have with you, and when you wish you are able to do
ma'asim tovim for them, but me you do not always have.*

8Withwhat shehad shedid all she could. She prepared ahead of time to anointmybasar
for the kevurah (burial).†

9And, omein, I say to you, wherever the Besuras HaGeulah is proclaimed in kol haaretz,
also what this isha did will be spoken in her memory.

10And Yehudah from K'riot, one of the Shneym Asar, went to the Rashei Hakohanim in
order that hemight betray him to them.

11And therewas chedvah (joy, gaiety, rejoicing)with theoneshavingheardand theygave
the havtachah (promise) of a matnat kesef (gift of money) to Yehudah. And he was seeking
how hemight conveniently betray Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

12And at the rishon of the ChagHaMatzot, when it was customary to prepare the Pesach
Korban for mo'ed zevach, his talmidim say to him, Where do you wish us to go and make
the preparations for you to conduct the Seder?‡

13 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach sends two of his talmidim and he says to them, Go
into the city, and you will meet a man carrying a jar of water; follow him;

14And wherever he enters, tell the Baal Bayit that the Rebbe says, Where is my mekom
linah where I can conduct the Pesach Seder withmy talmidim?

15 And he will show you a large aliyyah having been furnished and ready. And there
prepare for us.

16And the talmidimwent out and they came into the city and found things just as Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach told them, and theymade preparations for Pesach.

17And erev having come, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach arrives with the Shneym Asar.
18 And while they were at tish in a yechidus, reclining and eating, Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach said, Omein, I say to you, that one of you will betray me, OKHEL LACHEMI
(the one eatingmy bread).§

19 They began to have agmat nefesh (grief), and, one by one, to say to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, Surely I am not the one?

20 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, It is one of the Shneym Asar, the one
dipping withme into the bowl.*

21 For the Bar Enosh† goes just as it has been written concerning him,‡ but woe to that
man through whom the Bar Enosh is betrayed. [It would have been] better for him if that
man had not been born.

22 And at§ Seudah, while they were eating, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having taken
the matzah, having made the HaMotzi, broke the middle matzah, giving the afikoman to
Moshiachʼs talmidim, and said, Take and eat, this is my BASAR.*

23And having taken the Cup of Redemption [and] having made the bracha, he gave it to
Moshiachʼs talmidim, and everyone drank of it.

24AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them,HINEIDAHMHABRIT,† thedahmofme,‡
which is being poured out lama'an RABBIM§(for the sake ofMANY).

25Omein, I say to you, that no longer will I by any means drink of the p'ri hagefen (fruit
of the vine) until YomHaHuwhen I drink it chadash (new) in theMalchut HASHEM.

26And having sung the Hallel, they went out to theMount of Olives.
27And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, All of you will fall away, for it has been

written, I will strike down ES HAROEH UTEFUTEN HATZON (the Shepherd and the sheep
will be scattered).*
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28But after I ammade to stand up alive in the Techiyas HaMoshiach, I will go before you
into the Galil.

29But Shim'on Kefa said to him, Even if everyone will fall away, yet I will not.
30 And he says to him, Omein, I say to you, that you today, balailah hazeh (during this

night) before the tarnegol crows twice, youwill make hakhchashah (denial) of me shalosh
pe'amim (three times).

31 But Kefa kept saying with vehemence, If it is necessary for me to die al kiddush ha-
Shemforyou, bynomeanswill Imakehakhchashahofyou. Andsoalsoeveryonedeclared.

32And they come to a place of which the name [was] Gat-Shmanim and Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach says to his talmidim, Sit down here while I daven.

33And he takes Kefa and Ya'akov and Yochanan with him and he began to be distressed
and to be troubled.

34And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, My agmat nefesh (grief) is great, even
to the point of mavet (death). Remain here and stay awake and shomer (on guard).

35And having gone forth a little, he was falling on the ground and was davening that, if
it is possible, this shaah (hour)might pass from him.

36 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, Abba, Avi, all things [are] possible for
you. Take away this KOS† fromme. But not what I will, but what you [will].

37And he comes and finds them sleeping, and he says to Shim'on Kefa, Are you sleeping?
Did you not have chozek (strength) to stay awake one hour?

38Stay shomer and daven that youmaynot enter into nisayon (trial, temptation). Indeed
the ruach ready but the basar [is] weak.

39And again he went away and davened the same devarim (words) as before.‡
40Andonce again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyeswere falling shut, and

they did not have daas of what theymight answer him.
41And he comes the shlishit (third) time and says to them, Sleep [for] the remainder and

take your rest. It is enough. The shaah (hour) has come. Hinei, the Bar Enosh§ is betrayed
into the hands of chote'im (sinners).

42Get up, let us go. Hinei, the one betrayingme has drawn near.
43And, ofen ort, bishasmaise (at the same time) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is speaking,

Yehudah arrives, one of the Shneym Asar, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs
with Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrim and the Zekenim.

44Now the one betraying Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach had given a signal to them, saying,
Whomever Imay give the neshikah (kiss), he is [the one], chap (seize) him! And lead [him]
away under guard.

45 And when he came, he ofen ort approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and says,
Rebbe. And he gave him the neshikah (kiss).

46And they laid their hands on Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and arrested him.
47Butoneof those standingbydrewhis cherevandstruck the servantof theKohenGadol

and cut off his ear.
48 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered and said to them, Do you come out with

swords and clubs as against a shoded (robber) to arrest me?
49Every day Iwaswith you in the Beis HaMikdash teaching Torah and you did not arrest

me; but let the Kitvei Hakodesh be fulfilled.*
50And, having left Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, everyone fled.
51And a certain bocher was following along with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and the

bocher was wearing nothing but a linen garment around his naked body, and they seized
the bocher.

52But the bocher ran away naked, leaving the linen garment behind.
53And they led away Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to the Kohen Gadol. And all the Rashei

Hakohanim and the Zekenim and the Sofrimwere assembled.
54 And Shim'on Kefa from a distance followed Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach right into

the courtyard of the Kohen Gadol. And Kefa was sitting together with the servants and
warming himself near the ohr of the hadlakah (bonfire).

55 And the Rashei Hakohanim and [the] whole Sanhedrin were seeking edut against
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in order to have him under the onesh mavet, and they were
not finding any.

56For many gave edut sheker against Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and the eduyot were
not in agreement.
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57And some, taking the stand, were giving edut sheker (false testimony) against him:
58We heard him saying, I will bring churban to this Beis HaMikdash made with human

hands, and, after shlosha yamim, another, not made with hands, I will build.
59 So their eduyot were not in agreement.
60 And having stood up in their midst, the Kohen Gadol questioned Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, saying, Do you not answer anything to what these bear solemn edut (testi-
mony) against you?

61 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was silent and did not answer anything.† Again
the Kohen Gadol was questioning him and says to him, Are you the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, HaBen Hamevorakh?

62 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Ani hu, and you will see the BAR ENOSH‡

YOSHEV LIMIN HaGevurah§ UVA IM ANENEI HASHOMAYIM (the Bar Enosh [Moshiach]
sitting at the right hand of power and comingwith the clouds of heaven).

63And theKohenGadol,making thekeriah (ritual tearing)ofhis tunic, says,What further
need do we have of edim (witnesses)?*

64You heard him commit Chillul HASHEM gidduf (blasphemy). How does it seem to you?
And they all condemned Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to be deserving of mishpat mavet.†

65 And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him and to say to
him, Letʼs hear a dvar nevuah (word of prophecy)! And the shomrim (guards) took custody
of him by slapping Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

66And Shim'on Kefa being below in the courtyard, one of the maids of the Kohen Gadol
comes by.

67 And having seen Kefa warming himself, having looked him over, she says, You also
were with the one fromNatzeret, Yehoshua!

68 But he denied [it], saying, I do not have daas (knowledge) or binah (understanding)
of what you are saying. And he walked away and went outside into the entryway. And a
tarnegol crowed.

69And themaid, having seen him, began again to say to the ones standing by, This is one
of them!

70 But again he made hakhchashah (denial). And after a little [while], again the ones
having stood by were saying to Kefa, You are one of them, for indeed you are a Gelili
(inhabitant of the Galil).

71And Kefa began to speak a klalah (curse) and to swear, I do not have daas of this man I
don't know the one of whom you speak!

72 And ofen ort for a second time, a tarnegol crowed. And then Kefa remembered the
dvar that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had spoken to him, Before a tarnegol crows twice,
shalosh pe'amim (three times) you will make hakhchashah (denial) of me.‡ And having
broken down, Kefa was weeping.

15
1And as soon as it was boker, the Rashei Hakohanim (the Chief Priests)with the Zekenim

and Sofrim (Scribes) and [the]whole Sanhedrin, having performed the akedah (binding) of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, led [him] away and handed [him] over to Pilate.*

2 And Pilate questioned Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Are you the Melech HaYehudim?
And, in reply, he says, You say so.

3 And the Rashei Hakohanim were accusing Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach [of] many
things.

4AndPilate again questionedhim, saying, Do younot answer anything? Lookhowmany
things they accuse you [of].

5 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach no longer answered anything, so Pilate was as-
tounded.†

6Now[at] everyChaghewas releasing to themoneprisoner forwhomtheyweremaking
bakosha (request).

7 Now there was the one being called Bar-Abba, who had been imprisoned with his
fellow insurrectionists andwho, at the timeof theMered (Revolt, Uprising), had committed
retzach (murder).

8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them just as in the past was his
custom.
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9But Pilate answered them, saying, Do youwish [that] I should release to you theMelech
HaYehudim?

10 For Pilate knew that because of kinah (envy) the Rashei Hakohanim had handed him
over to him.

11 But the Rashei Hakohanim incited the crowd that Pilate should instead release Bar-
Abba to them.

12 But Pilate, in reply again, was saying to them, What then do you wish [that] I should
do with the one whom you call the Melech HaYehudim?

13And again they cried out, Let him be talui al HaEtz (being hanged on the Tree)!‡
14 But Pilate was saying to them, Why? What ra'ah has he committed? But they all the

more cried out, Let him be talui al HaEtz (being hanged on the Tree)!§
15 So Pilate, desiring to placate the crowd, released to them Bar-Abba, and handed over

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to be scourged* and to be talui al HaEtz†(to be hanged on the
Tree).

16And the chaiyalim (soldiers) led away Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach into the courtyard,
which is [the] Praetorium, the governorʼs headquarters, and they called together [the]
whole cohort.

17 And they clothe him in [royal] purple and place upon him a keter (crown) of thorns
that they had woven together.

18And they began to greet him, Hail, Melech HaYehudim!
19And they were striking him [on] the rosh with a staff and they were spitting on him

and bending their knees and bowing down before him.‡
20 After mocking him, they stripped him of [royal] purple and clothed him in his

garments. And they lead himout that theymightmake himbe talui al HaEtz (being hanged
on the Tree).§

21 And a certain Shim'on from Cyrene was passing by, who was coming in from
[the] countryside. He was the father of Alexander and Rufus. The chaiyalim (soldiers)
requisition him in order that he carry Moshiachʼs Etz.*

22And they bring Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to a place called Gulgolta, which means,
being translated, Place of the Skull.

23And theywere giving to himyayinhaving beenmixedwithmyrrh, but this one did not
take it.†

24 And they hanged Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach on HaEtz and YICHALLEKU VEGADAI
(they divide the garments) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and VAPPILU GORAL (they cast
lots) for them, to decide what eachmight take.‡

25Now it was [the] third hourwhen they nailed and hanged Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach
on HAETZ.§

26And the inscription of the charge against him was inscribed above his rosh, MELECH
HAYEHUDIM.

27Andwith him they also nailed, each to his own etz, shnei shodedim, one on [the] right,
one on [the] left of him. [

28 And the Kitvei Hakodesh was fulfilled, VES POSHEIM NIMNAH (and with lawless
persons hewas numbered).]

29 And the ones passing by were reviling him and shaking their heads and saying, Ha!
The one bringing churban on the Beis HaMikdash and rebuilding [it] in shlosha yamim,*

30 Save yourself! Come down from the etz!
31Likewise, also, the Rashei Hakohanimwith the Sofrimwere alsomocking him, saying,

He saved others, but himself he is not able to save.†
32Let the Moshiach, let RebbeMelech HaMoshiach of Yisroel, let [him] come down now

fromtheetz, inorder thatwemayseeandhaveemunah! And theoneshavingbeenhanged
on the etz on either side of himwere reproaching him.‡

33Andwhen the sixth hour came,§ it became choshech over kol haaretz until [the] ninth
hour.*

34 And at the ninth hour, he cried out in a kol gadol (loud voice), Eloi, Eloi lamah
sabachthani? — which means, being translated, ELI ELI LAMAH AZAVTANI? (My G-d, my
G-d, why have you forsakenme?)†
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35 And some of the ones having been standing nearby and having heard, were saying,
Hinei! He calls for Eliyahu HaNavi!

36 And someone having run and having filled a sponge with CHOMETZ‡(vinegar), and
having placed it on a staff, gave a drink to him, saying, Leave him alone. Let us see if
Eliyahu Hanavi comes to take him down.

37 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having uttered a kol gadol (loud voice) and having
breathed his last, expired.

38And the Parochet in the Heikhal was torn in two from top to bottom.
39And the centurion, having stoodnearbyopposite him, andhaving seen that he expired

this way, said Beemes (actually, in truth), this manwas the Ben HaElohim!
40And therewere also nashim (women) looking on fromadistance, amongwhom [were]

Miryam from Magdala, and Miryam the Em of the younger Ya'akov and of Yosi, and
Shlomit.§

41They were with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in the Galil and they had been following
him*and servinghim, and thereweremanyother Jewishwomenwho,withRebbeMelech
HaMoshiach, hadmade their aliyah leregel (pilgrimage) up to Yerushalayim.

42 And already, erev (evening) fast approaching, vibahlt (since) it was Preparation Day,
which is the day before Shabbos,

43Yosef of Ramatayim, amember of the Sanhedrin and aman of chashivut (prominence)
there, a man who was also himself looking forward to the Malchut HASHEM, had the bold
chozek to go into Pilate and ask for the gufat Yehoshua.

44AndPilatewas amazed that Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas alreadyniftar (deceased),
andPilate summoned the centurion toquestionhimwhetherYehoshuawasniftar already.

45And having found out from the centurion, he gave the geviyah (body) to Yosef.†
46And having bought linen cloth tachrichim (shrouds) and having taken Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach down, hewrappedhim in the tachrichim (shrouds) and placed him in a kever
which had been cut from rock, and he rolled a stone against the entrance of the kever.

47AndMiryam ofMagdala andMiryam the Em of Yosi were observing‡ of where Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach had been laid.

16
1 And when Shabbos had ended, Miryam of Magdala and Miryam Em of Ya'akov, and

Shlomit bought spices in order that theymight go and anoint him.
2And at Shachrit on Yom Rishon, the first day of the shavua (week), the shemesh (sun)

just coming up, they come to the kever.
3 And they were saying to themselves, Who will roll away the stone for us from the

entrance of the kever?
4 And having looked up they observe that the stone, which was extremely large, had

already been rolled aside!
5And having entered into the kever, they saw a young man enrobed in white, sitting on

the right side, and they were shocked with astonishment.
6But he says to them, Do not be alarmed. You seek Yehoshua/Yeshua fromNatzeret, who

has been made talui al HaEtz (being hanged on the Tree). He has been made to stand up
alive. He is not here. Hinei the place where they laid him.

7But go tell his talmidim and Kefa that he goes before you into the Galil. There you will
see him, just as he told you.*

8And having gone out, they fled from the kever, and trembling and amazement seized
them. And they told no one anything, for they were afraid.

9 †And now after Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach stood up alive early on Yom Rishon he
appeared rishonah (first) toMiryamofMagdala, fromwhomhehad cast out shiva shedim.

10Shewent out and announced to the ones who had beenwith Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach while they were in avelut (mourning) andweeping.

11And those who heard that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach lives and he was seen by her,
refused to have emunah.

12And after these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach appeared in another form to two
of themwalking along into the country.
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13And those went and reported to the rest, but the rest did not have emunah either.
14 But later Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach appeared to the Achad Asar (The Eleven),

themselves reclining at tish, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach reproached them for their
lack of emunah and the KESHI‡(stubbornness, hardness) of their levavot (hearts), because
they had not believed those who saw Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach after he had beenmade
to stand up alive.

15And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Go into kol haOlam (all theWorld), and
proclaim the Besuras haGeulah to all HaBriah (the Creation).

16 The one having had emunah (faith) and having submitted to a tevilah of teshuva
(immersion of repentance) will be delivered in the Yeshu'at Eloheinu (Salvation of our G-
d), but the one not having emunah will come under the gezar din (verdict) of harshaah
(condemnation as guilty).

17 And these otot (signs) will accompany those that have emunah. BiShmi (In my
Name) they will cast out shedim (demons); they will speak with leshonot chadashot§(new
tongues);

18Andwith their hands they will pick up nechashim*(snakes); and, if any deadly poison
they drink, it will in no way harm them; upon [the] cholim (sick people) they will lay their
hands and they will bring them refuah.

19And then Adoneinu Yehoshua, after speaking to them, was taken up into Shomayim
V'YASHAV LIMIN HASHEM (and sat down at the right hand of HASHEM).†

20 And those having gone forth preached the Hachrazah (Proclamation, Kerygma)
everywhere, [while] Adonoi was working with them, confirming the Besuras HaGeulah
through the accompanying otot (signs). Omein.
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Besuras Hageulah according to Lukas
Introduction

Lukas wrote this book sometime around 63 B.C.E.
1Vibahlt (since)many Messianic Sofrim have attempted to compile a sefer, a historical

narrative, about themomentous events that have been fulfilled among us,
2 Just as these* have been handed down to us by those who from HaReshit† were edei

reiyah (eyewitnesses) andmesharetim (ministers) of the Dvar HASHEM,
3 I thought it expedient also, having done an iyun (investigative research), accurately and

carefully being meayen (engaged in research) in every source and making a medakdeke
(pain-stakingly thorough) investigation of every aspect from HaReshit (the Beginning), to
write for you and tomesader (arrange, place in succession) an orderly account, most noble
Theophilus,

4 That you may have daas of HaEmes regarding the Divrei Moshiach about which you
took shiurim (lessons).

5At the timeofHerodkingofYehudah, therewasacertainkohenby thenameZecharyah,
who belonged to the Aviyah division. His ishawas of the banot Aharon, name of Elisheva.‡

6 And they were both tzaddikim before HASHEM, walking a derech tamim in all the
mitzvos and chukkim of the Torah of Adoneinu.§

7 But they had no ben, because Elisheva was barren, and they were both advanced in
their yamim.

8And it came to pass in the performance of his avodas kodesh sherut as a kohen before
HASHEM in the appointed order of his division,*

9According to theminhag (custom)of the kehunah, Zecharyahwas chosenby lot to enter
the Beis Hamikdash and to offer ketoret (incense).†

10Andwhen thehourof theofferingof theketoret came, all themultitudeweredavening
outside.‡

11And there appeared to Zecharyah a malach HASHEM, standing on the right side of the
Mizbeach of ketoret.§

12And, seeing themalach, Zecharyah was terrified, and pachad (fear) fell on him.*
13But themalachsaid tohim,Donothavepachad (fear), Zecharyah. Your tefillah (prayer)

was heard and your isha, Elisheva, will bear a ben to you and you will call his shem
Yochanan.

14And hewill be a simcha to you and sasson (joy), and therewill be sasson rav (great joy)
at his huledet (birth).

15And he will be gadol before HASHEM, and he will not drink yayin or strong drink, and
he will be filled with the Ruach Hakodesh from the womb of his Em (mother),†

16Andmany of the Bnei Yisroel he will turn back in teshuva to HASHEM Eloheihem.
17And he will go forth before Adonoi in the ruach (spirit) and koach (power) of Eliyahu

HaNavi, VEHESHIV LEV AVOT AL BANIM (And he will turn the heart of the fathers to the
children)‡ and those without mishma'at (obedience) he will turn to the chochmah of the
tzaddikim to prepare for Adonoi an Am (People) having beenmade ready.§

18And Zecharyah said to the malach, Just how will I have daas that this is so? For I am
old andmy isha is advanced in her yamim (days).*

19And in reply, the malach said to Zecharyah, I am Gavriel, I stand before HASHEM. And
I was sent to speak to you and to announce these things to you.†

20And hinei! Youwill be illem (mute) and not be able to speak, until the yom (day)when
these things come topass, because youdidnot have emunah inmydevarim (words), which
will be fulfilled in their time.‡

21And the people were expecting Zecharyah and they were bewildered at his delay in
the Beis HaMikdash.

22Andwhenhecameout, hewas illem (mute)andnot able to speak to them, and theyhad
daas that hehad seena chazon in theHeikhal. Hekeptmotioning to themandhe remained
illem.
* 1:2massoret haShluchim † 1:2 of the Besuras HaGeulah ‡ 1:5 1Chr 24:10 § 1:6 Gn 6:9; Dt 5:30; 1Kgs 9:4
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23And it cameabout as theyamimofhis sherut (service in theBeisHaMikdash)as akohen
were fulfilled, he went to his bais (house).

24And after these yamim, Elisheva, his isha, became with child, and she kept herself in
hitbodedut for chamesh chodashim, saying,

25HASHEMhas done this forme. In these yamimhe lookedwith Chen vChesed (favor and
mercy, loving kindness) onme to take awaymy reproach among Bnei Adam.§

26Now in the chodesh shishi themalach Gavriel was sent fromHASHEM to a shtetl in the
Galil called Natzeret,

27 To a betulah (virgin) given in erusin (betrothal, engagement) to an ish from the Beis
Dovid named Yosef,* and the shem of the almahwasMiryam.

28And when the malach approached her, he said, Shalom, favored one! HASHEM is with
you!

29But shewas greatly perplexed at themessage, andkept ponderingwhat sort of Shalom
greeting this might be.

30 And the malach said to her, Do not have pachad (fear), Miryam, for you have found
chen before HASHEM.

31 And in your womb you will conceive and bear BEN† and you will call SHMO
YEHOSHUA.‡

32Hewill be gadol (great) andwill be called Ben HaElyon (Son of theMost High). Adonoi
Elohimwill give him the kisse Dovid Aviv,

33And he will rule over the Beis Ya'akov Olam vaed, and his Malchut will never come to
an end.§

34But Miryam said to the malach, Howwill this be, vi-bahlt (since) I do not have daas of
an ish?

35 And in reply, the malach said to her, The Ruach Hakodesh will come upon you and
the gevurah of HaElyon will overshadow you. Therefore, also, the one being born will be
called HaKadosh (The Holy One), Ben HaElohim.

36And Elisheva your krovah also has conceived a ben in her old age, and this chodesh is
hashishi (the sixth) for her who is called barren.

37For nothing will be impossible with HASHEM.
38AndMiryam said, Hinei! I am the shifcha of HASHEM. May it be done to me according

to your dvar. And themalach departed from her.
39And in those yamim, Miryam got up and traveled into the hill country with haste to a

shtetl of Yehudah.
40 And she entered into the bais of Zecharyah and gave Birkat Shalom greetings to

Elisheva.
41And it cameabout,whenElishevaheard theBirkatShalomofMiryam, theyeled leaped

in Elishevaʼs womb, and she was filled with the Ruach Hakodesh.
42 And Elisheva cried out with a kol gadol (loud voice) and said, Brucha at miNashim

(Blessed art thou amongwomen), and baruch (blessed is) the pri (fruit) of your womb!*
43Andwhy has this happened tome that the Em Adoni should come tome?
44For hinei! When the sound of your Birkat Shalom came intomy ears, the yeled leaped

with simcha inmywomb.
45And ashrey is the one having had emunah that there will be a fulfillment to the things

having been spoken to Miryam by HASHEM.
46AndMiryam said, My soul dothmagnify HASHEM.†
47 ALATZ LIBI BA'HASHEM‡(My heart rejoices in HASHEM) and my neshamah exalts in

HASHEM Yishi§(G-dmy Savior, Moshi'a),*
48 For HASHEM VISHAFAL YIREH† looked upon the humble state of His shifcha (bond

maid), for from now on KOL HADOROT ISHRUNI‡(all generations will call me happy),
49For Shaddai (the Almighty) did gedolot for me and Kadosh is Shmo,§
50And the chesed of HASHEM is DOR VDOR* to those with yirat Shomayim.†
51HASHEM has done niflaot (wonders) with his zeroa (arm).‡ He scattered those who in

themachshavot (thoughts) of their levavot are the Gaayonim (the Haughty ones).
52He brought down shalitim (rulers) from their kisot (thrones) and lifted up the Anavim

(Humble),
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53The ones hungering, HASHEMmade full of tov, and the ashirim he sent away empty.§
54HASHEM helped his servant Yisroel, in remembrance of his rachamim (mercy),
55 Just as HASHEM spoke to Avoteinu, to Avraham Avinu and his Zera ad Olam.
56 And Miryam remained with Elisheva about shlosha chodashim, and then Miryam

returned to her bais.
57Nowwhen the time of Elisheva to give birth was fulfilled, she bore a ben.
58 And Elishevaʼs shchenim (neighbors) and krovim (relatives) heard that Adoneinu

greatly demonstrated his rachamim to her, and they hadmuch simcha with her.
59And it came about on the yomhashemini (the eighth day) they came for the bris milah

of the yeled, and they were calling him by the name of his abba, Zecharyah.
60And in reply, his Em said: Lo, but he will be called Yochanan.
61And they said to her, There is no one from your krovimwho is called by this shem.
62And they beganmotioning to the yeledʼs abba to find outwhat shemhewanted to give

him.
63And having asked for a luach (tablet), Zecharyah wrote, saying, Yochanan shmo. And

everyone was amazed.
64 And Zecharyahʼs mouth was loosed at once and the lashon of him, and he began

speaking, saying Baruch HASHEM!
65Anduponall their shchenim (neighbors) camemuchyirat Shomayim, and in the entire

hill country of Yehudah everyone was shmoozing about these matters.
66Allwho heard these things pondered them in their levavot, saying,What thenwill this

yeled become? For, indeed, the yad HASHEMwas on him.*
67AndZecharyah, his abba,wasfilledwith theRuachHakodeshandbrought forthadvar

nevuah, saying,
68BARUCH HASHEM ELOHEI YISROEL, for Adonoi has visited his Am Berit and accom-

plished a pedut kofer ransom for the Geulah of his people.
69And HASHEM raised up a Keren Yeshu'ah (Horn of Salvation), a mighty Moshia, for us

in the Beis Dovid, His eved,
70 Just as HASHEM spoke through the mouth of His neviim hakedoshim meOlam (holy

prophets from long ago),†
71That we should have Yeshu'at Eloheinu from our oyvim (enemies) and from the hand

of all the ones who regard us with sinas chinom (baseless hatred).
72 Thus HASHEM has demonstrated his rachamim (mercy) to Avoteinu (our Fathers) and

has remembered his Brit HaKodesh (Holy Covenant),‡
73 The Brit HaShevu'ah (the Covenant of the oath)which He swore to Avraham Avinu to

grant us,§
74Having been delivered from the yad haoyvim (hand of enemies) of us to serve HASHEM

fearlessly,
75 In kedushah (holiness) and tzedek (righteousness) before Him all our yamim (days).
76And you also, yeled (child), will be called Navi HaElyon (Prophet of theMost High); for

youwill go LIFNEIHAADON (before the L-rd) to prepare the DERECHHASHEM (TheWayof
the L-rd),*

77 To give daas (knowledge) of Yeshu'at Eloheinu (the Salvation of our G-d) to HASHEMʼs
Am Berit (People of the Covenant) by the selichat (forgiveness) of their avon (sin),†

78Through the rav rachamim of Eloheinu (through the greatmercy of our G-d), by which
has visited us the rising SHEMESH (Sun)‡ from Shomayim,§

79 To appear to the ones in CHOSHECH (darkness) and YOSHVEI BERETZ TZALMAVET
(sitting in the land of the shadow of death), to direct our feet into the Derech Shalom.*

80And the yeled was growing and was being given chizzuk (strengthening) in the Ruach
Hakodesh, andYochananwas in thedesolateplacesuntil thedayofhishisgalus (revelation,
manifestation) to Yisroel.

2
1And it came about at that time that a dvar malchut (decree) was sent out from Caesar

Augustus to register everyone in the entire Roman Empire.
2This former mifkad was that taken while Quirinius was ruling in Syria (see Ac 5:37 for

latter).
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3And everyone was traveling to register, each to his own shtetl.
4Now Yosef* also went up from the Galil, from the shtetl of Natzeret, to Yehudah, to the

Ir Dovid (City of David), which is called Beit-Lechem, because he was of the mishpochah
and Bais of Dovid.

5 And Yosef† went up to register with Miryam, who had been given to him in erusin
(betrothal) andwhowas with child.

6And it came about, while they were there, the yamim (days)were fulfilled for Miryam
to give birth.

7 And she bore her ben, her Bechor (firstborn); and she wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in an evus (animal feeding trough), because there was no place for
them in themalon (inn).

8 And ro'im (shepherds) were in the same region, living outside in the open air, and
keeping shomer over their eder (flock) balailah.

9 And, suddenly, a malach HASHEM stood before them, and the kavod HASHEM shone
around them; and they were afraid with a yirah gedolah (great fear).

10And the malach said to them, Do not have pachad (fear, terror); for hinei I announce
BesurasHaGeulah to you of great simcha (joy)whichwill be for kol AmBerit (all the People
of the Covenant);

11 Because hayom, in Ir Dovid, has been born to you a Moshia (Go'el, Savior, Oisleizer),
who is RebbeMelech HaMoshiach HaAdon.‡

12And this will be HaOt (The Sign) to you: youwill find a small child, an infant, wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in an evus.§

13And, suddenly, therewaswith themalachamultitudeof theTzivosHASHEM, theTzivos
HaShomayim (Armies or Hosts of Heaven) praising HASHEM, and saying,

14Kavod to HASHEM in the Highest; and on haaretz shalom among Bnei Adam kavvanah
tovah (of good intention).*

15And it came about, when the malachim withdrew from them to Shomayim, the roim
(shepherds)were saying to one another, Let us go nowup to Beit-Lechemand let us see this
thing that has come about which HASHEM hasmade known to us.

16And they came in haste and found bothMiryam and Yosef,† and the child was lying in
the evus (animal feeding trough).‡

17And when the roim saw this, they made known the dvar concerning this yeled which
had been told them.

18And all who heard it were amazed about the things whichwere told them by the roim
(shepherds).

19But Miryamwas treasuring up all these things, pondering them in her lev.
20And the roimwent back, and as they returned, they cried, BaruchHASHEM! They gave

kavod to G-d for all that they had heard and seen, just as it had been foretold to them.
21Andwhen shemonahyamimwere completed forhis brismilah, YEHOSHUAwasgiven

as SHMO, which he was called by themalach, before he was conceived in the womb.§
22And when the yamim (days) for their tohorah (purification) according to the Torah of

Moshewere completed, they brought him up to Yerushalayim to present him to HASHEM.*
23 As it has been written in the Torat HASHEM, KHOL ZACHAR opening the RECHEM

KODESH to HASHEM,†
24 And to offer a korban according to the thing having been said in the Torat HASHEM,

SHTEI TORIMO SHNEI BENI YONAH (a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons).‡
25And there was an ish in Yerushalayim whose shem was Shim'on, a tzaddik, a chasid,

awaiting the Nechamat Yisroel (Consolation of Israel), and the Ruach Hakodesh was upon
him.§

26And it had been revealed to him by the Ruach Hakodesh that he was not to see mavet
until he had seen HASHEMʼs Moshiach.

27 And Shim'on came in the Ruach Hakodesh into the courts of the Beis HaMikdash;
and when the horim (parents) brought in the yeled, Yehoshua, to do concerning him the
requiredmitzvah of the Torah,*

28Then Shim'on took him into his arms, saying, Baruch HASHEM, and the following:
29And now, Adonoi, dismiss Your eved in shalom, according to Your dvar (word);
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30Becausemy eynayim have beheld the Yeshu'at Eloheinu,†
31Which You prepared in the presence of kol haammim (all the peoples),
32AnOhr (Light) to give hisgalus (revelation) to theNations and the kavod (glory) of Your

Am (people), Yisroel.‡
33And the Abba and Emof the yeledwere amazed at the things being spoken about him.
34 And Shim'on said a bracha over them and said to Miryam his Em, Hinei this one is

destined for the michshol (stumbling) and tekumah (revival) of RABBIM§ in Yisroel and
for anOt (Sign) that will be opposed (againstwhich therewill bemitnaggedim, opponents).*

35 And a cherev (sword) will pierce the neshamah of you yourself also so that the
machshavot of many levavot (hearts)will be revealed.

36And there was a neviah (prophetess) named Chanah Bat Pnuel, of the shevet (tribe) of
Asher. This isha (woman)was advanced in age, having livedwith her baal (husband) sheva
shanim (seven years) from her betulim (virginity),

37And then to the age of eighty-four she had lived as an almanah (widow)who was not
departing from the Beis HaMikdash, serving yomam valailah (day and night)with tzomot
(fastings) and tefillos.

38 And at that very moment she came and stood nearby, exclaiming, Baruch HASHEM.
Andshecontinuedspeakingabouthimtoall theonesanticipating theGeulah (Redemption)
of Yerushalayim.†

39And when they had been shomer mitzvot and completed everything according to the
Torat HASHEM, they returned to the Galil and to their own shtetl of Natzeret.

40 And the yeled continued growing and was given chozek (strength), being filled with
chochmah (wisdom), and the Chen vChesed HASHEMwas upon him.

41 And his horim (parents) used to make aliyah leregel (pilgrimage) to Yerushalayim
shanah b'shanah (year by year) for Chag HaPesach (the Feast of Pesach).‡

42 And when he became a bocher of twelve years of age, they made aliyah leregel
(pilgrimage), as usual, according to themitzvah andminhag of the Chag.

43And as they were returning, having fulfilled the prescribed number of yamim (days),
the bocher Yehoshua stayed behind in Yerushalayim. Andhis horim (parents)did not have
daas (knowledge) of this,

44 But supposed him to be in the caravan, and went a dayʼs journey. And they began
looking for him among the krovim (relatives) and acquaintances.

45And, not having found him, they returned to Yerushalayim, looking for him.
46And it came about, that after shlosha yamim (three days) they found him in the courts

of the Beis HaMikdash, sitting in themidst of the rabbis, both listening to them and asking
them she'elot (kashes, questions).

47 And all the ones listening to him where amazed at his binah and at his teshuvot
(answers).

48Andwhenhishorim (parents) sawhim, theywereastounded, andhisEm (mother) said
to him, Beni, why did you do thus to us? Hinei, your abba and Iwere anxiously looking for
you.

49And he said to them, Why is it that you were looking for me? Did you not have daas
that I must be in the Beis Avi?§

50And they did not have binah of the dvar which he spoke to them.
51 And he went down with them, and they came to Natzeret; and he continued in

mishma'at (obedience) to his horim (parents). Andhis Em (mother)was treasuring all these
things in her lev (heart).

52AndYehoshuakept increasing in chochmahV'GADELVATOVGAMIMHASHEMVGAM
IMANASHIM (and in stature and favor with HASHEM andmen).*

3
1 In the shenat chamesh esreh (15th year) of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, while Pontius

Pilatewas governing Yehudah,whenHerod*was tetrarch of theGalil, andwhenPhilippos
the brother of Herod Antipas was tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, and at the same time
Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,

2 And when, during the same historical period, Anan and Caiapha were Kohanim
Gedolim, then it was that the dvar HASHEM came to† Yochanan Ben Zecharyah bamidbar
(in the wilderness).
† 2:30 Isa 40:5; 52:10 ‡ 2:32 Isa 42:6; 49:6 § 2:34 Isa 53:11-12 * 2:34 Isa 8:14; 53:3 † 2:38 Isa 40:2; 52:9
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3And Yochananwent into all the surrounding region of the Yarden darshenen a tevilah
of teshuva for the selichat avon,

4As it has been written in the sefer divrei Yeshayah Hanavi, KOL KOREY BAMIDBAR‡(A
voice of one shouting in the wilderness): Prepare the Derech HASHEM(the Way of the L-rd).
Make his paths straight!

5 KOL GEY YINNASE VKHOL HAR VGIVAH YISHPALU (Every valley will be filled in and
every mountain and hill will be leveled off), VHAYAH HEAKOV LEMISHOR VHARKHASIM
LVIKAH (The crookedwill bemade straight, the rough pathsmade into smooth roads);

6VRAU CHOL BASAR ES YESHU'AT ELOHEINU (and all basar will see the salvation of our
G-d).§

7 Therefore, Yochanan was saying to the multitudes coming out to have the mikveh
mayimʼs tevilah supervisedbyhim, Youbanimofnachashim,whowarnedyou toflee from
the charon af* [HASHEM] habah (the coming burningwrath [of HASHEM])?

8 Therefore, produce p'ri tov l'teshuva (fruit worthy of repentance), and do not begin
to presume within yourselves, saying, We have the zechut Avot (merit of the Fathers) of
Avraham Avinu, for, I say to you, that HASHEM is able from these avanim (stones) to raise
up banim to AvrahamAvinu.

9Andalready the ax is laid at the shoreshhaetzim (the root of the trees). Therefore, every
etz not producing pri tov is cut down and is thrown into the Eish.

10And themultitudes were questioning him, saying, What then should we do?
11And in reply, Yochananwas saying to them, Let the one having two kaftans sharewith

the one having none, and let the one having okhel (food) do likewise.
12Now came also mochesim (tax collectors) to receive the tevilah of teshuva, and they

said to him, Rabbi, what should we do?
13 And Yochanan said to them, Collect nothing more than the amount having been

commanded you.
14 And chaiyalim (soldiers) as well were asking him, What should we do also? And

Yochanan said to them, Extort kesef from no one, and let there be no lashon hora, and be
satisfied with your loin (wages).

15As theAm [Berit]werefilledwith expectation, and allwerewondering in their levavot
(hearts) concerning Yochanan, whether perhaps hemight be theMoshiach,

16Yochanan answered everyone, saying, I give you a tevilah with a mikveh mayim, but
HuHaBah (HeWho Comes)† hasmore chozek (strength) thanme; I am not worthy to untie
the strap of his sandals. Hewill give you a tevilahwith the RuachHakodesh andwith Eish.

17 The winnowing fork is in his hand to clean out his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his storehouse, but theMOTZ (chaff)hewill burn upwith an EISHLOTIKHBEH
(fire not [ever] extinguished).

18 Therefore, with many other devarim Yochanan was exhorting them, preaching the
Besuras HaGeulah to the Am [Berit].

19NowHerod the tetrarch,whenhewas reprovedbyYochanan aboutHerodias, thewife
of his brother, and about all resha'im (evil)which he did,

20Herod added this above all: he locked up Yochanan in the beit hasohar (prison).
21 And it came about while all the Am [Berit] were receiving the tevilah, and when

Yehoshua also had been given the tevilah andwas davening, Shomayimwas opened,
22And theRuachHakodeshdescended indemut gashmit as a yonahuponRebbe,Melech

HaMoshiach; and then came a bat kol out of Shomayim, saying, ATAH BNI AHUVI ASHER
BCHA CHAFATSTI.

23 And Yehoshua himself was about shaloshim shanah, at the beginning of his avodas
kodeshministry, being the ben (as it was being thought of Yosef) ben Eli,

24BenMattat, ben Levi, benMalki, ben Yannai, ben Yosef,
25BenMattityahu, ben Amotz, ben Nachum, ben Chesli, ben Naggai,
26BenMachat, benMattityahu, ben Shimi, ben Yosef, ben Yodah,
27ben Yochanan, ben Reisha, ben Zerubavel, ben Shealtiel, ben Neri,
28BenMalki, ben Addi, ben Kosam, ben Elmadan, ben Er,
29Ben Yehoshua, ben Eli'ezer, ben Yorim, benMattat, ben Levi,
30Ben Shim'on, ben Yehudah, ben Yosef, ben Yonam, ben Elyakim,
31BenMalah, benManah, benMattatah, ben Natan, ben Dovid,
32Ben Yishai, ben Oved, ben Boaz, ben Salmon, ben Nachshon,
33ben Amminadav, ben Admin, ben Arni, ben Chetzron, ben Peretz, ben Yehudah,
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34Ben Ya'akov, ben Yitzchak, ben Avraham, ben Terach, ben Nachor,
35ben Serug, ben Reu, ben Peleg, ben Ever, ben Shelah,
36Ben Keinan, ben Arpachshad, ben Shem, ben Noach, ben Lemekh,
37BenMetushelach, ben Chanokh, ben Yered, benMahalalel, ben Keinan,
38Ben Enosh, ben Shet, ben Adam, ben HaElohim.

4
1NowRebbeMelechHaMoshiach, full of theRuachHakodesh, returned fromtheYarden,

and was being led by the Ruach Hakodesh bamidbar,
2 Where for ARBA'IM YOM Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was undergoing nisayon by

HaSatan. Andhe hadno okhel in those yamim. Andwhen the yamimhadbeen completed,
he was famished.

3 And HaSatan said to Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, If you are the Ben HaElohim,
command this even (stone) that it become lechem.

4 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach answered HaSatan, It has been written, LO AL
HALECHEM LVADOH YCHEYEHHAADAM, (Not by bread alonewill man live).*

5AndHaSatan led RebbeMelechHaMoshiach up and showed him, in amoment of time,
all the mamlechot (kingdoms) of the OlamHazeh;

6 And HaSatan said to him, To you I will give all this shilton (rule), this shlita (control),
and their kavod, because it has been given to me; and to whomever I desire, I give it.

7 Therefore, if you will be KOREIA UMISHTACHAVEH†(kneeling down and worship)
before me, everything will be yours.

8And in reply, he said to HaSatan, It has been written, ES HASHEM ELOHEICHA TIRAH
VOTO TAAVOD‡(HASHEM Eloheicha you shall fear and him alone you shall serve).

9 And HaSatan led him to Yerushalayim and set him atop the pinnacle of the Beis
HaMikdash, and said to him, If you are Ben HaElohim, throw yourself down from here;

10 For it has been written, MALACHAV YTZAVVEH LACH (His angels he will command
concerning you to protect you,

11And upon their hands they will lift you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone).§
12 And in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to HaSatan, It says, LO TENASSU ES

HASHEM ELOHEICHEM*(Do not put to the test HASHEM your G-d.).
13 And after Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach completed all nisayonos, HaSatan went away

from him until an opportune time.
14 And in the gevurat HaRuach Hakodesh, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach returned to the

Galil. And a report went out throughout all the surrounding countryside about him.
15 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was saying shiurim in their shuls and eliciting a

peledike response (reaction of marveling) from everyone.
16 And he came to Natzeret, the shtetl of his guddal and he entered according to his

minhag on Shabbos into the shul and was given an aliyah [as the Baal Koreh].
17 [After the Hagbah], he was presented with the megillat sefer Yeshayah and having

unrolled themegillah, he found the dvar where it had been written,
18 RUACH ADONAI HASHEM ALAI YAAN MASHACH ADONAI OTI LEVASER ANAVIM

SHELACHANI LIKRO LISHVUYIM DEROR, (The Spirit of the Sovereign L-rd is upon me be-
causeHeanointedme topreachBesurasHaGeulah to thepoor,Hehas sentme topreach to the
captives release), and to the blind PEKACH KOACH, VSHALACH RETZUTZIM CHAFSHIM,
(the recovery of sight, to set the oppressed free),†

19LIKRO SHENAT RATZON LAHASHEM (To preach the year of HASHEMʼs favor.)‡
20And doing the glilah ceremony, he rolled up themegillah; and, having given it back to

the shammash, he sat down [to teach]. And all the eyes in the shul were focused on him.
21 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach began to speak to them, Hayom (today) this dvar of

the Kitvei Hakodesh has been fulfilled in your hearing.
22 And everyone was speaking well of him, and they were amazed at the divrei Chen

coming out of his mouth and they were saying, Can this be Ben Yosef?
23And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Muz zain (no doubt) you will speak this

mashal tome: Rofeh, heal yourself. Everythingwe heard that happened in K'far-Nachum,
do also here in your shtetl.

24But he said, Omein, I say to you that no navi is welcome in his own shtetl, in his own
eretz moledet (homeland).
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25Omein, I tell you, thereweremanyalmanot in Yisroel in the yamimof EliyahuHaNavi,
when Shomayimwas shut up for shalosh shanim and shishah chodashim (three years and
sixmonths), when a great famine occurred over all the land,§

26And to not one of themwas EliyahuHaNavi sent except to Tzarfat of Tzidon to an isha,
an almanah.

27Andmanymetzoraim (lepers)were in Yisroel during the time of Elishah HaNavi, and
not one of themwas cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.

28And hearing these things, all in the shul were filled with ka'as (anger).
29And they got up and drove RebbeMelech HaMoshiach outside the shtetl; and they led

him up to the top of the hill uponwhich the shtetl had been built, and theywere intending
to throw him down.*

30But having gone through the midst of them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was walking
away.

31 And Moshiach went down to K'far-Nachum, a shtetl of the Galil. And he was saying
them shiurim on the Shabbatot.

32And they were amazed at his torah, because Rebbe Melech HaMoshiachʼs dvar torah
was with samchut (authority).

33And in the shul therewas aman having a ruach hatameh (unclean spirit, shed, demon)
and it let out a shrai (scream).

34Ah,mah lanu vlach, Yehoshua of Natzeret? Did you come to destroy us? I have daas of
who you are, HaKadosh of HASHEM.

35 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach rebuked him saying, Sha! Shekit! And come out of
him! And right in front of them,when the shed threwhimdown, the ruach hatameh came
out of him and did not do him any harm.

36And astonishment cameupon everyone. And theywere talking to one another saying,
What is this dvar torah, for with samchut (authority) and koach (power) he commands the
ruchot hatemeiot (unclean spirits) and they come out!

37And a report was going out about him into every place of the surrounding region.
38 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach got up from the shul and entered into the bais of

Shim'on. And the chamot (mother-in-law, shviger) of Shim'on was fever-stricken, and they
asked him about her.

39And having stood over her, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach rebuked the kaddachat†(fever)
and it left her. Andat once, havinggotup, shewas functioningas theirmesharetet (servant,
keli kodesh, ladyminister).

40 And while the shemesh (sun) was setting, all who had cholim (sick people), all with
variousmachlot (illnesses) brought them to RebbeMelechHaMoshiach. And he, laying his
hands upon each one of them, was giving refuah (healing) to them.‡

41And also shedim were coming out from many, shrieking a shrai and crying out, You
are HaBen HaElohim! And rebuking them, he was not allowing them to speak, because
they had daas of his identity as RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

42And in theboker, havinggone forth, hewentout toadesolateplace. And themultitudes
were seeking him, and when they got to him, they wanted to prevent his departure from
them.

43But he said to them, It is necessary for me to preach the Malchut HASHEM in the other
shtetlach, because this is the tachlis for which I was sent.

44And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was preaching in the shuls of Yehudah.

5
1 Now it came about that while the multitude was listening to the dvar HASHEM and

pressing in upon RebbeMelech HaMoshiach, he had been standing beside Lake Kinneret,
2And he saw two sirot (boats) having been beside the lake. But the daiyagim (fishermen)

had left them andwere cleaning the nets.
3And embarking into one of the sirot which was Shimonʼs, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach

asked Shim'on to put out from the land a little; and having sat down, from the sirah (boat)
to themultitudes RebbeMelech HaMoshiach was saying shiurim.

4And when he stopped speaking, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to Shim'on, Launch
out into the deep (water) and let down your nets for a catch.

5 And in reply, Shim'on said, Adoni, throughout the whole lailah we have labored and
caught nothing. But on account of your dvar I will let down the nets.
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6And having done this, they enclosed asach (a lot of) dagim, and their nets were being
torn.

7 And they signaled for their shuttafim (partners) in the other sirah to come and help
them. And they came and they filled both sirot (boats) so much that they began to sink.

8Andhaving seen this, Shim'onKefa fell downbeforeRebbeMelechHaMoshiach, saying,
Depart fromme, Adoni, for an ish choteh (sinful man) am I.*

9For astonishment seized Shim'onKefa and all the oneswith himonaccount of the catch
of dagimwhich they took;

10 And likewise also Ya'akov and Yochanan the banim of Zavdai, who were business
shuttafim (partners) with Shim'on. And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to Shim'on, Do
not be afraid. From now on youwill catch bnei Adam.

11And having left behind the sirot on the shore, they forsook all, and followed him.†
12 And it came about, while he was in one of the shtetlach, hinei, there was an ish

metzorah full of leprosy. And having seen Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, and having fallen
on his face, he begged him saying, Adoni, if you arewilling, you are able tomakeme tahor
(clean).

13And having stretched out his hand, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach touched him, saying,
I amwilling. Bemade tahor. And, ofen ort (immediately), the leprosy departed from him.

14 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave orders to him to tell no one, but go and
show yourself to the kohen and make a korban for your tohorah (purification) as Moshe
Rabbeinu gavemitzvah; do this for an edut (solemn testimony) to them.‡

15 But the man was spreading even more the dvar about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
andmanymultitudes were assembling to listen and to receive refuah (healing) from their
machlot (illnesses).

16But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was withdrawing in hitbodedut (seclusion, aloneness
with G-d) into the wilderness places and was davening.

17 And it came about, on one of the yamim when he was teaching Torah, that the Pe-
rushimandSofrimhad come fromevery shtetl of theGalil andYehudahandYerushalayim
and were sitting by. And the power of HASHEM was with Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach to
bring refuah (healing).

18And hinei, anashimwere carrying on amat amanwho had been paralyzed, and they
were seeking to carry in the paralytic and to place him before RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

19And not having found by what way they might carry him, because of the multitude,
and having gone up onto the roof, they let theman downwith themat through the tiles so
that he was right in the center in front of RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

20 And having seen their emunah, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Ben Adam, your
chatta'im (sins) have received selicha (forgiveness).

21And the Sofrim began to raise kashes (questions), and also the Perushim, saying, Who
is thiswho is speaking Chillul HASHEM gidduf? Who is able to grant selicha to chatta'imbut
HASHEM alone?

22But he having had daas of theirmachshavot (thoughts), said to them in reply,Why are
you reasoning in your levavot?

23Which is easier: to say, Your chatta'im have been granted selicha, or to say, Get up and
walk?

24 But in order that you may have da'as that the Bar Enosh§ has samchut on HaAretz
to grant selicha to chatta'im, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to the one having been
paralyzed, To you I say, Get up, pick up yourmat, and go to your bais (house, home).

25 And at once the man arose in front of them, picked up the mat upon which he was
lying, and departed to his bais, shouting, Baruch HASHEM!

26 And astonishment seized everyone, and they were shouting, Baruch HASHEM! And
they were filled with yirat Shomayim, saying, Hayom (today) our eyes have beheld niflaot
(wonders)!

27 And after these things Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach went out and saw a moches (tax
collector) named Levi* sitting in the tax office, and he said to him, Followme.

28 And having forsaken all and having got up, Levi was following Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach.

29AndLevi arranged a large seudah in his bais for RebbeMelechHaMoshiach, and there
was a great number of mochesim and others whowere with them, reclining at tish.
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30And the Perushim and their Sofrimweremurmuring against RebbeMelechHaMoshi-
achʼs talmidim, saying,Whywith themochesimand chote'imare you eating anddrinking?

31And in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, It is not the bariim who have
need of a rofeh, but the cholim (sick persons);

32 I have not come to call the tzaddikim but chote'im (sinners) to teshuva (repentance).
33 But they said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Yochananʼs talmidim undergo tzomot

(fasts) often and offer tefillos; likewise also the ones of the Perushim; but your talmidim
eat and drink.

34 But Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, You are not able to make the Bnei
haChuppah undergo tzomot while the Choson is with them, are you?

35Butyamimwill comewhen theChoson is takenaway fromthem; then, in thoseyamim,
they will undergo tzomot.

36 Now Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was telling also a mashal to them: No one tears a
piece from a new garment, and sews it as a patch on an old garment. Otherwise, both the
newwill be torn, and the patch from the newwill not match the old.

37Andnooneputs yayin chadash (newwine) intooldwineskins; otherwise, thenewwine
will burst the wineskins, it will be spilled, and the wineskins will be destroyed.

38Rather, yayin chadashmust be put into newwineskins.
39And no one having drunk the old desires the chadash (new), for he says, The alter (old)

is besere (better).

6
1And it cameabout onShabbos that theMoshiach is passing throughgrainfields, andhis

talmidimwere plucking and eating the heads of grain and rubbing them in their hands.*
2 Now some of the Perushim said, Why are you doing what is asur (impermissible) on

Shabbos?
3And in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Have you not read what Dovid

HaMelech did when he and those with himwere hungry,†
4How he entered into the Beit HASHEM and took the Lechem HaPanim (the Bread of the

Presence), and he ate and gave to the ones with him, which is mutar (permissible) to eat
only by the kohanim?‡

5And he was saying to them, The Bar Enosh§ is Adon HaShabbos.
6And it cameaboutonanotherShabbos thatRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachentered into the

shul and taught Torah. And there was aman there also whose right handwas withered.
7Now the Sofrim and Perushim were watching Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to see if he

brings refuah on Shabbos, in order that theymight find something to accuse him.
8 But he knew their machshavot (thoughts), and said to the man having the withered

hand, Rise and stand in themidst. And theman got up and stood.
9And RebbeMelech HaMoshiach said to them, I ask youwhether it is mutar on Shabbos

to do hatov or to do harah, to save nefesh or destroy it?
10And having looked around at all of them, he said to the man, Stretch out your hand.

And he did. And his handwas restored.
11 But they (the Sofrim and the Perushim) were filled with ka'as (anger), and they were

discussing with one another what theymight do to him.
12Now it came about in those yamim that Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach went forth to the

mountain to daven, and he was spending the whole night b'tefillah to HASHEM.
13 And when boker came, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach summoned his talmidim, and

chose from them Shneym Asar (Twelve), whom he also named Shlichim:
14Shim'on,whomalso he calledKefa; Andrewhis brother; Ya'akov, Yochanan, Philippos,

Bar-Talmai,
15Mattityahu, T'oma, Ya'akov Ben-Chalfai, Shim'on, the one being called the Zealot,
16 Yehudah Ben Ya'akov, and Yehudah from K'riot, who became the boged (traitor,

betrayer) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
17And having come downwith them, he stood on a level place, and a great multitude of

his talmidim, and a great multitude of the Am Berit from all Yehudah and Yerushalayim
and the coastal region of Tzor and Tzidon,

18 Came to hear him and to receive refuah (healing) from their machlot (illnesses), and
the ones being troubled by ruchot hatemeiot (unclean spirits, shedim)were given refuah,

19And all were seeking to touch Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach because koach (power)was
going out from him, and he was giving refuah to everyone.
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20And lifting up his eyes to look at his talmidim, RebbeMelechHaMoshiach said, Ashrey
are the aniyim (poor), for yours is the Malchut HASHEM.

21 Ashrey are the ones hungering now, for you will eat your fill. Ashrey are the ones
weeping now, for you will laugh.*

22AshreyareyouwhenBneiAdamhavesinas chinom (baselesshatred) foryouandwhen
they ostracize you and they reproach you and cast out your name as rah (evil) on account
of the Bar Enosh.†

23Have simcha in that day and leap for chedvah (rejoicing), for your sachar (reward) is
gadol in Shomayim. According to the same their Avot were doing to the Neviim.

24 But oy to you, you ashirim, for you have already received in full your nechamah
(comfort).

25Oytoyou, theoneshavingbeenwell fednow, foryouwillhunger. Oy, theones laughing
now, for you will mourn andweep.‡

26Woe when all Bnei Adam speak well of you. For according to the same things were
their Avot doing to the neviei hasheker (false prophets).

27 But to you I say, to the ones listening, show ahavah to your oyvim (enemies), do
mitzvahs for the ones with sinas chinom for you,

28 Say a bracha for the ones cursing you, daven for the ones mistreating you.
29To the one hitting you on the cheek, offer also the other, and from the one taking away

your kaftan (coat), also the tunic and gartel do not withhold.
30To everyone asking you, give tzedakah; and from the one taking away your things, do

not demand them back.§
31And just as you want that Bnei Adammay do to you, do to them similarly.
32 And if you show ahavah to the ones showing ahavah to you, what kind of shvakh

(commendation) to you is that? For even the chote'im (sinners) show ahavah to the ones
showing ahavah to them.

33For even if you domitzvahs for the ones doingmitzvahs for you, what kind of shvakh
to you is that?

34And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what kind of shvakh to you
is that? Even chote'im lend to chote'im, that they receive in return the same amount.

35 But show ahavah to your oyvim and do mitzvahs and Gemilut Chasadim, expecting
nothing in return. And your sachar will be rav. And you will be bnei Elyon (sons of the
Most High), because He is kind to anashim ra'im and those without hodayah.

36Be anashim of rachamanut (compassion), just as also your ElohimHaAv is merciful.*
37 Judge not, lest you be judged. And do not condemn, and by no means may you be

condemned. If you pardon with mechila (forgiveness), you will be pardoned with selicha
(forgiveness).

38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, having been pressed down and
having been shaken, overflowing, will be put into your kheyk (lap). For by what measure
youmeasure it will be measured in return to you.†

39Now he told also amashal to them. Surely an ivver is not able to guide an ivver, is he?
Will not both fall into a pit?

40A talmid is not above his moreh. But everyone, having been fully trained, will be like
his moreh (teacher).

41And why do you see the speck in the eye of your ach, but the log in your own eye you
do not notice?

42How are you able to say to your ach, Ach, let me remove the speck in your eye, while
you yourself are not seeing the log in your own eye? Tzeva, remove first the log from your
eye, and then youwill see clearly to take out the speck from your ach [b'Moshiach].

43For there is no etz tov producing pri rah, nor again an etz rah producing pri tov.
44For each etz by its own pri will be known. For not from thorns do they gather figs nor

from a thorn bush do they pick grapes.
45The ish tov from the good storehouse of the lev produces tov, and the ish rah out of the

evil storehouse produces rah. For from the abundance of the lev the peh (mouth) speaks.
46Andwhy do you call me Adoni and yet you do not do what I say?
47Everyone coming tome and hearingmy divrei torah and putting them into practice, I

will show you to whom he is likened.
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48He is likened to themanbuilding a baiswhodug andwent downdeep and laid a yesod
upon the av sela (bedrock). And a flood having come, the river struck against that bais, and
the flood was not strong enough to shake it, because its binnuy was firm.

49Nowtheonehavingheard,‡ andnothavingput them intopractice, is like amanhaving
built a bais (house) upon the ground without a yesod (foundation), which the river struck
against, and ofen ort (immediately) the bais collapsed, and gadol (great)was the churban
of that bais.

7
1When he completed all his divrei torah in the oznei haAm (ears of the people), Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach entered into K'far-Nachum.
2Now a certain eved of a centurion, an eved dear to him, was having a machla (illness)

andwas near mavet.
3Andhaving had daas of RebbeMelechHaMoshiach, the centurion sent to himZekenim

(Elders) of the Yehudim, asking him to come and to give refuah to his eved.
4Andwhen theyhadcome toRebbeMelechHaMoshiach, theywere earnestly entreating

him, saying, He is a worthyman that you grant this for him.
5For he is one of the chasidei ummot haOlam*who loves our Jewish people and he built

for us our shul.
6And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was starting out on his derech with them; and when

he was already not far from the bais, the centurion sent beloved re'im (friends), saying to
him, Adoni, do not trouble yourself further, for I am not worthy for you to come undermy
roof;

7 Therefore, I did not consider myself worthy to come to you. But just say the dvar, and
my eved will receive refuah.†

8For I too am aman placed under the yadmemshalah (the governing authority), having
chaiyalim (soldiers) under myself, and I say to this one, Go, and he goes, and to another,
Come, and he comes, and to my eved, Do this, and he does it.

9 And having heard these things, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was mispoyel (deeply
impressed) at him, and, having turned to themultitude following him, he said, I say to you,
nowhere even in Yisroel have I found such great emunah.

10And when the ones having been sent returned to the bais, they found the eved being
shalem bguf (healthy).

11 And it came about on the next day that Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach proceeded to a
shtetl called Naim, and his talmidim were traveling along with him as well as a great
company of people.

12Now as Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach approached the shaar of the shtetl, hinei, an ish
met (dead man) was being carried out for kevurah (burial); he was the ben yachid (only
son) of his Em, and shewas an almanah (widow), and a considerable crowd from the shtetl
was with her.

13And when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu saw her, he had rachmei shomayim
(heavenly compassion) on her and said, Do not weep.

14And having approached, he touched the aron met (coffin); and the bearers stood still,
and he said, Bocher, to you I say, get up.

15 And the niftar (deceased person) sat up and he began to speak, and Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach gave him to his Em (mother).

16 And everyone was filled with yirat Shomayim and they were shouting, Baruch
HASHEM! And they were saying, A navi gadol (great prophet) is among us, and HASHEM
has visited His people.

17 And this report about him went out into all Yehudah and into all the surrounding
countryside.

18 And Yochananʼs talmidim reported to him about all these things. And when he had
summoned a certain two of his talmidim, Yochanan

19 Sent them to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu, saying, Are you Hu HaBah‡ or
should we be looking for another?

20Andwhen themenhad come to him, they said, Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva sent
us to you, saying, Are you Hu HaBah§ or should we be looking for another?

21Genoi at that time Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave refuah tomanywithmachlot and
afflictions and ruchot raot and tomany ivverim he granted sight.
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22 And in reply he said to them, Go and tell Yochanan what you have seen.* IVRIM
TIRENAH, pisechim (lame persons)walk, the metzorim are cleansed, and chereshim hear,
the mesim are restored to life, ANIYIM have the Besuras HaGeulah preached to them.†

23And ashrey is whoever does not find amichshol (stumbling block, obstacle)‡ in me.§
24Andwhen themessengersofYochananhaddeparted, hebegan to say to themultitudes

about Yochanan,What did you go out bamidbar to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
25 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in a dandyʼs soft clothing? The ones

with glorious apparel are living in luxury as courtiers in the palaces.
26But what did you go out to see? A navi? Ken, I say to you, and onemore than a navi.
27This one isheaboutwhomithasbeenwritten,HINENISHOLEIACHMALAKHI (Behold,

I sendmymessenger) before Your face, who will prepare Your derech in front of You.*
28 I say to you, among those born of isha there is no one greater than Yochanan, yet he

who is least in theMalchut HASHEM is greater than he.
29 (Andwhenkol haAm (all thePeople) and themochesimheard this, they acknowledged

the TzidkatHASHEM[Righteousness ofG-d], having been submitted to the tevilah of teshuva
of Yochanan.

30But thePerushimand theBaaleiHaTorah rejected the tachlis (purpose, aim)ofHASHEM
for their lives, refusing the tevilah of teshuva of Yochanan.)

31Therefore, towhatwill I compare thepeople of hadorhazeh (this generation)andwhat
are they like?

32 They are like yeladim sitting in the marketplace and calling out to one another; and
they say,We played the chalil (flute) for you and you did not dance; we sang a kina (lament,
funeral dirge) and you did not weep.

33ForYochananof the tevilah of teshuvahas comenot eating lechemnordrinking yayin,
and you say, He has a shed (demon)!

34The Bar Enosh† has come eating and drinking, and you say, Hinei, amanwho is a zolel
(glutton) and a shikkor (drunkard), a re'a (friend) of mochesim and chote'im.

35Yet chochmah is justified by all of her yeladim.
36Now a certain one of the Perushimwas requesting RebbeMelech HaMoshiach at tish,

and, he, having entered into the bais of the Parush, reclined to eat.
37And an isha (woman)was in the shtetl, an isha chotet (a woman of sin), and, when she

had daas that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach reclines at tish in the bais of the Parush, she
brought an alabaster flask of costly perfume.

38 She stood behind him, and then she began weeping at his feet, and with her tears she
began to wash the feet of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and she was drying them with her
hair, and she was kissing his feet and was anointing themwith perfume.

39 But when the Parush who had invited Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw this, he said
to himself, If this one were a navi, he would have had daas who and what sort of isha is
touching him, because she is an isha chotet (woman of sin).

40And in reply, RebbeMelechHaMoshiach said to him, Shim'on, I have something to say
to you. And the Parush said, Speak, Rabbi.

41Twopersonsweredebtors toa certain creditor; theoneowedachoiv (debt)of chamesh
meot (five hundred) denarii and the other a choiv (debt) of chamishim (fifty).

42Not being able to repay, the creditor graciously forgave both debts. Therefore which
of themwill havemore ahavah for him?

43 In reply, Shim'on said, I suppose the one whom the creditor forgavemore. And Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Your judgment is gantze nachon.

44Andhaving turned to the isha, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to Shim'on, Do you see
this isha? I entered your bais, you did not give memayim for my feet, but she has washed
my feet with her tears, and wiped themwith the hairs of her rosh.‡

45 You did not give me neshikah (kiss), but she, from the time I entered, did not stop
kissingmy feet.

46With oil my rosh (head) you did not anoint. But she with perfume anointedmy feet.§
47Oib azoi (consequently), I say to you, her chatta'im,which aremany, have been granted

selicha (forgiven), for with rabbah ahavah she loved. But he who is mekabel selicha
(accepting forgiveness) only a little, has ahavah only a little.

48And he said to her, Your averos have been granted selicha.

* 7:22 as edei reiyah, eyewitnesses † 7:22 Isa 29:18,19; 35:5,6; 61:1,2 ‡ 7:23 Isa 57:14 § 7:23 as RebbeMelech
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49 And the ones reclining at tish with Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach began to say to
themselves, Who is this who even grants selicha to averos?

50AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiach said to the isha, Your emunahhas gained youYeshu'at
Eloheinu. L'chi l'shalom (Go in shalom!).

8
1 And it came about afterwards that he was traveling through every shtetl and village

darshenen and proclaiming the Besuras HaGeulah of the Malchut HASHEM; and the
Shneym Asar were with RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

2And there were some nashimwho had received refuah from ruchot raot andmachlot:
Miryam (calledMagdalit), fromwhom shivah shedim had gone out;

3 And Yochanah the wife of Kuza, the steward of Herod; Shoshanah, and many others
who were giving maamadot (contributions) for Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from their
private means.

4Now when a large multitude was coming together and the ones in every shtetl were
making their derech to him, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach spoke by way of a mashal:

5 The one sowing went out to sow his seed; and as he sows, some [seed] fell beside the
road; and it was trampled upon, and the birds of the air devoured it.

6And other seed fell upon the rock, and as soon as it grew up, it dried up because it has
nomoisture.

7And other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew upwith it and choked it.
8Andother seed fell in the adamah tovah (goodground)and, having grownup, produced

pri a hundredfold. AsRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said these things, hewas calling out, The
one having oznayim (ears) to hear, let him hear.

9 Now Rebbe Melech HaMoshiachʼs talmidim began questioning him as to what this
mashal might be.

10 And he said, To you it has been granted to have daas of the razei Malchut
HASHEM(mysteries of the Kingdom of G-d), but to the others I speak in mashalim, in order
that YIRU theymay not see and VSHIMU theymay not have binah.*

11Now themashal is this: The seed is the dvar HASHEM.
12 The ones beside the road are the ones having heard, then HaSatan comes and takes

away the dvar HASHEM from their levavot, so that they may not have emunah (faith) and
come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

13Now the ones upon the rock are those who when they hear, with simcha they receive
the dvar; but these have no shoresh (root). They have emunah for a while, but in time of
nisayon (trial, temptation), they become shmad and they fall away.

14Now the seedwhich fell among thorns, these are the oneswhohaveheard, and as they
go on their derech, they are choked by the deagot (worries, anxieties) and ashires (riches)
and taanugot (pleasures) of the OlamHazeh and they bring no pri to maturity.

15Now the one in the adamah tova (good ground), these are those who have heard the
dvar HASHEMwith a lev (heart) tov and yashir (straight), and retain the dvar HASHEM and
bear pri with savlanut (patience).

16Now no one having lit a menorah covers it with a jar or places it under a bed; but he
places themenorahon the shulchan, in order that theones enteringmay see theohr (light).

17 For nothing is nistar (hidden) which will not become nikar (evident), nor anything
hidden which shall not bemade known and come to ohr (light).

18Therefore, be shomerhowyou listen, forwhoeverhas, to himshallmorebe given; and
whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him.

19And the Em of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and his achim came to him, and they were
not able to get to him because of themultitude.

20And it was announced to him, Your Em and your achim have been standing outside
waiting to see you.

21But in reply, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach said to them,My Em andmy achim are these:
the ones who are shomei dvar HASHEM(hearers of the word of HASHEM) and also shomrei
dvar HASHEM(keepers guarding, doing the word of HASHEM).

22Now it came about on one of those yamimwhen he and his talmidim embarked into a
sirah that he said to them, Let us go over to the other side of the lake. And they launched
out.

23But as they were sailing, he fell asleep; and a driving storm of wind descended upon
the lake, and they began to be swamped and began to be in a situation of pikuach nefesh
(amatter of life and death).

* 8:10 Isa 6:9
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24And they came andwoke him up, saying, Adoneinu, Adoneinu, we are perishing! And
having been awakened, he rebuked the wind and the rough waves, and the storm ceased.
And all became calm.†

25 And Moshiach said to them, Where is your emunah? And they were fearful and
amazed, saying to one another, Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and
the sea and they obey him?‡

26And they sailed down to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite the Galil.
27And as RebbeMelech HaMoshiach disembarked upon the shore, he wasmet from the

town by a certain ish possessed by shedim; and the ish had not worn clothing for a long
time andwas not living in a bais but among the kevarim (graves).

28Andhaving seenRebbeMelechHaMoshiach andhaving cried out, he fell downbefore
him and said in a kol gadol, Mah li ulchah, Yehoshua Ben El Elyon? (What tome and to you,
Yehoshua Son of theMost High G-d?) I beg you, do not torment me.

29 For Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach had been commanding the ruach hatumah (unclean
spirit, shed) to comeout of the ish. Formany times it had seizedhim; andhewas restrained
with chains and imprisoned by shackles and, breaking apart the bonds, he was being
driven by the shed into the wilderness places.

30 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach questioned him, What is your name? And he said,
Legion. For many shedim had entered him.

31And the shedim were entreating Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, lest he might command
them to depart into the abyss.

32 Now there was a herd of many chazirim feeding there on the mountain. And the
shedim begged him that he might permit them to enter into those chazirim. And Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach permitted the shedim.

33 And the shedim came out from the ish, and entered the chazirim, and the herd of
chazirim rushed down the bank into the lake, and were drowned.

34And when the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and reported it in the ir
(town) and countryside.

35And the people went out to see what had happened; and they came to him and found
the ish fromwhom the shedimhad gone out, and the ishwas clothed and in his rightmind,
sitting at the feet of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach; and they were afraid.

36 And the edei reiyah reported to the people how the one possessed with shedim was
given refuah.

37Andall themultitudeof the surroundingcountryof theGerasenesaskedRebbeMelech
HaMoshiach to depart from them; because theywere being filledwith pachad gadol. So he
embarked into a sirah and returned.

38And the ish fromwhom the shedimhad gone outwas beggingRebbeMelechHaMoshi-
ach that hemight accompany him. But he sent him away, saying,

39Return to your bais and tell what great things G-d has done for you. And themanwent
away, preaching throughout thewhole town,what great thingsRebbeMelechHaMoshiach
had done for him.

40NowRebbeMelechHaMoshiach returns, and themultitude gave himkabbalat panim,
for they had all been expecting him.

41 And hinei there came an ish named Ya'ir and this one was one of the Roshei Beit
HaKnesset, andhe fell at the feet of RebbeMelechHaMoshiach, pleadingwith him to come
to his bais;

42Forhehadabatyachidah (onlydaughter)about twelveyears inage, andshewasdying.
But as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went, the multitudes were pressing around him,
43And an isha having a flow of dahm for twelve years, andwho had spent all she had on

rofim (physicians) but could not receive refuah from anyone,§
44Approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from behind, and she touched the tzitzit of

his garment; and ofen ort (immediately) the flow of her dahm stopped.
45 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Who is the one who touched me? And while

everyone was denying it, Kefa said, Adoneinu, the multitudes surround you and are
pressing against you.

46But he said, Someone did touchme, for I had daas that koach had gone out fromme.
47And when the isha saw that she had not escaped notice, she came trembling and fell

down before him, and declared before the people the reason she touched him, and how
ofen ort (immediately) she received refuah.

† 8:24 Ps 107:29 ‡ 8:25 Prov 30:4 § 8:43 Lv 15:25-30
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48 And he said to her, Biti (my daughter), your emunah brought your refuah. L'chi
l'shalom (Go in shalom).

49While hewas still speaking, someone comes from the bais (house) of the RoshKehillah
[Yair], saying, Your bat has died. Do not cause a shter (bother) for the rebbe.

50 But when he heard this, he answered him, Do not be afraid; only have emunah, and
she will receive refuah.

51 And having come to the bais, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach did not permit anyone to
enter with him, except Kefa and Yochanan and Ya'akov, and the yaldahʼs Abba and Em.

52And all wereweeping andmourning for the yaldah; but he said, Stopweeping, for she
has not died, but is sleeping.

53And they were making leitzonus (fun) of him, having had daas that she was a nifteret
(a deceased person).

54But RebbeMelechHaMoshiach tookher by thehandand called out, saying, Yaldah, get
up!

55And her ruach returned, and she got up ofen ort and RebbeMelech HaMoshiach gave
orders that something be given to her to eat.

56 And her horim (parents) were amazed; but Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach instructed
them to tell no one what had happened.

9
1And having called together the Shneym Asar, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach gave to them

koach (power) and samchut (authority) over all the shedim and to give refuah (healing) to
their illnesses.

2RebbeMelechHaMoshiachsent themoutashis Shlichimtopreach theMalchutHASHEM
and to give refuah to the cholim,

3 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Take nothing for the journey, neither
walking stick nor a schnorrerʼs (beggarʼs) sack nor lechem nor kesef, nor an extra kaftan.

4And into whatever bais youmay enter, remain there, and from there go out.
5And as many as do not receive you, going out from that shtetl, shake off the dust from

your feet for an edut against them.
6 And they departed and were itinerating throughout the shtetlach, darshenen the

Besuras HaGeulah and healing everywhere.
7NowHerod the Tetrarch heard all the things happening and hewas perplexed because

itwas said by some that Yochananhad experienced his Techiyah fromHaMesimand come
back;

8 by some also that Eliyahu Hanavi had appeared; but by others that some navi of the
ancients arose.

9ButHerod said, Yochanan I beheaded. Who then is this aboutwhom Ihear such things?
And he was seeking to see him.

10Andhaving returned, RebbeMelechHaMoshiachʼs Shlichim toldhimwhat things they
did. Andhaving taken themforayechidus, RebbeMelechHaMoshiachwithdrewtoashtetl
being called Beit-Tzaidah.

11 But the multitudes, having realized this, followed him. And having given them a
kabbalat panim (welcome), Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was speaking to them about the
Malchut HASHEM, and to the ones having need of it, RebbeMelechHaMoshiachwas giving
refuah.

12Now thedaybegan todecline. Andhaving approached, the ShneymAsar said toRebbe
Melech HaMoshiach, Send away the multitude, so that having gone into the surrounding
shtetlach and farms, they may find lodging and may find provisions, for here we are in a
desolate place.

13And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, You give them [something] to eat. But
they said, There are not to us more than chamesh kikrot (loaves) and dagim, shenayim,
unless we go and buy for all this people okhel (food).

14 For there were about chamesh elafim anashim (five thousand). But Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach said to his talmidim, Have them recline,* and chamishim (fifty) in a group.†

15And RebbeMelech HaMoshiachʼs talmidim did so, and all reclined.‡
16And having taken the chamesh kikrot and the shnei hadagim, and having looked up

to Shomayim, RebbeMelechHaMoshiach said a bracha over them, and offered the betziat
halechem, and was giving to the talmidim to set before themultitude.

* 9:14 as at a farbrengen (inspirational gathering) † 9:14 Ps 23:2 ‡ 9:15 as at tish
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17And they ate and all were satisfied, and they picked up shirayim, shneym asar baskets
full.

18And it came about while he was davening alone, with only his talmidim with him, he
questioned them, saying, Whom do themultitudes declare me to be?

19And in reply they said, Yochanan of the tevilah of teshuva; but others, EliyahuHanavi;
and others, that a certain navi of the ancients has come back to life.

20And he said to them, And you, who do you declare me to be? And in reply, Kefa said,
The Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach of HASHEM.

21And having warned them, he gave orders to tell no one this,
22 Saying, It is necessary for the Bar Enosh§ to suffer much and to be rejected by the

Ziknei HaAm and Rashei Hakohanim and Sofrim and to be killed, and after his histalkus
(passing), on YomHaShelishi to undergo the Techiyas HaMoshiach.

23And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was saying to all, If anyone wishes to come after me,
let him deny himself and lift up his etz shel mesiros nefesh yom yom and let him follow
me.

24Forwhoeverwishes to save his nefeshwill lose it. But whoever loses his nefesh onmy
account will save it.

25 For what is the revach (profit) to a ben Adam who has gained the whole of the Olam
Hazeh, but has lost his own self, forfeited his neshamah?

26Forwhoever has bushah (shame) towardme andmydevarim, this one the Bar Enosh*
will be ashamed of, whenMoshiach comes in his Kavod and the Kavod of HaAv of him and
of themalachim hakedoshim (holy angels).

27But I say toyou,Omein, thereare somestandingherewhowill bynomeans tastemavet
until they see theMalchut HASHEM.

28And it came to pass, about aweek after these divreiMoshiach, thatwhen he had taken
Kefa and Yochanan and Ya'akov, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach went up to the har to daven.

29 And it came about that while Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach davens, the appearance of
his face became different and his kaftan and all his clothing became dazzling white.

30And two men were conversing with Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, and these two men
wereMoshe Rabbeinu and Eliyahu HaNavi,

31Who appeared in kavod and were speaking of Moshiachʼs Litziat Exodus, which he
was about to fulfill in Yerushalayim.

32 But Kefa and the ones with him had been weighed down with sleep. And having
awakened fully, they saw his kavod and the twomen standing with him.

33 And it came about, just as the men departed from Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, Kefa
said, Adoni, it is good for us to be here; let usmake shalosh sukkot, one for you and one for
Moshe Rabbeinu and one for Eliyahu HaNavi. (Kefa did not knowwhat hewas saying.)

34AndwhileKefawas saying these things, ananan (cloud) cameandwasovershadowing
them, and while they entered into the anan they were afraid.

35Andabat kol came from the anan (cloud), saying ZEHBENIBECHIRI, ELAVTISHMAUN
(This is my Son the Chosen One, listen to him).†

36When the bat kol became silent, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was found alone. And
they were silent, and reported to no one in those yamim anything of what they had seen.

37 And it came about on the following day, when they had descended from the har
(mountain), a large throngmet RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.

38And an ish from the multitude cried out, saying, Rabbi, I beg you to look at beni (my
son), for to me he is a ben yachid (only son),

39 And a shed seizes him and suddenly shrieking and lets out a shrai and throws the
bocher into a convulsionwith foamat themouth and itmauls himandwill scarcely depart
from him.

40And I begged your talmidim that theymight cast out the shed, and theywere not able.
41 And in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, O perverse dor (generation) without

emunah, until when will I be with you, and until when will I put up with you? Bring your
ben here.‡

42Even now as the bocher was approaching RebbeMelech HaMoshiach, the shed threw
himdownand convulsedhim. But RebbeMelechHaMoshiach rebuked the shed (the ruach
hatumah) and gave refuah to the bocher, and gave him back to his abba.

43And all were amazed at the gedulat HASHEM.

§ 9:22Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 * 9:26Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14 † 9:35 Isa 42:1; Ps 2:7 ‡ 9:41 Dt 32:5
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And while all were beholding the peledike way he was doing everything, he said to his
talmidim,

44Let these divrei HASHEM lodge in your ears: for the Bar Enosh§ is about to be delivered
into the hands of Bnei Adam.

45But they had no binah concerning this dvar of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, and it had
beennistar from them in order that theymight not have binah, and theywere afraid to ask
him about this dvar.

46Now an argument arose among his talmidim, as to whowould be the greatest.
47And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, having perceived the machshavah of their levavot,

took a yeled into his arms and stood the yeled next to him.
48And RebbeMelechHaMoshiach said to them,Whoever receives this yeled in ha-Shem

of me,* is mekabel (receiving, accepting) of me. And whoever is mekabel of me is mekabel
of the One†who sent me. For whoever is the least among all of you, this one is the Gadol.

49And in reply Yochanan said, Adoni, we saw someone casting out shedimb'Shemof you
andwewere trying to stop him, because he is not following as one of the anshei shlomeinu
(men of our fraternity).

50ButRebbeMelechHaMoshiach said tohim,Donot stophim. Forwhoever isnot against
you, is for you.

51 And it came about that as the Yom of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiachʼs aliyah ascent to
Shomayim approaches, he set his face bedavka (deliberately) and resolutely to go up to
Yerushalayim.

52AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiach sentmessengers ahead of him. Andhaving gone, they
entered into a village of Shomron in order to make arrangements for him.

53And the people of Shomronwerenotmekabel RebbeMelechHaMoshiach, because his
face was set to go to Yerushalayim.

54And when Rebbe Melech HaMoshiachʼs talmidim, Ya'akov and Yochanan, witnessed
this, they said, Adoneinu, do you want that we should call eish to come down from
Shomayim to consume them?‡

55And, having turned around, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach rebuked them.
56And they went to another village.
57 And as they were going baderech (on the road), a certain one said to Rebbe Melech

HaMoshiach, I will follow youwherever you go.
58 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Foxes have dens, and the OPH

HASHOMAYIM§(birds of heaven) have nests, but the Bar Enosh* does not have a place
where hemay lay down his head.

59Andhe said to another, Followme. But the ish said, Adoni, allowme to gofirst andbury
the Av of me.

60 But Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Leave the mesim (dead ones, spiritually
unregenerate ones without hitkhadshut) to bury their mesim (dead ones), but you go and
proclaim theMalchut HASHEM.

61And another said also, I will follow you, Adoni. But first allowme to say lhitraot to the
ones inmy bais.†

62But RebbeMelechHaMoshiach said to him, No one having put his handupon the plow
yet looking back to the things behind is fit for theMalchut HASHEM.‡

10
1And after these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu gave smichah to shivim

(seventy) others and sent them on ahead of him shnayim shnayim (two by two) into every
shtetl and place where he was about to arrive.

2And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was saying to them, Indeed the Katzir is plentiful, but
the poalim of the Katzir are few; therefore, ask the Adon of the Katzir that he might send
out poalim into his Katzir.

3Go I send you as kevasim (sheep) into themidst of ze'evim (wolves).
4 Do not carry a bag for kesef, nor a schnorrerʼs sack (beggarʼs bag), nor sandals, and,

along the derech, dispense with time-consuming Birkat Shalomʼs.
5 Into whatever bais you enter, first say, Shalom to this bais.
6And if there is a ben hashalom there, your shalom will rest upon him. Otherwise, on

you it will return.
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7 Remain in the same bais eating and drinking the things with them. For worthy is the
poel (worker) of his loin (wages). Do not move from bais to bais.

8And intowhichever shtetl you enter and they receive you, eat the okhel (food) being set
before you,

9 And give refuah (healing) to the cholim (sick people) and say to them, The Malchut
HASHEM has come near you.

10And into whatever shtetl you enter and they do not receive you, having gone out into
the rekhovot (streets) of that shtetl,

11 Say, Even the* dust from your shtetl, which clings to us, we shake off from our feet as
an omen of din (judgment) against you. But have daas of this, that theMalchutHASHEMhas
come near.

12 I† say to you, that for S'dom in Yom HaHu,‡ it will be more bearable than it will be for
that shtetl.

13 Woe to you, Korazin, oy to you, Beit-Tzaidah, because if in Tzor and Tzidon had
occurred the gevurot that have happened in you, long ago, they, sitting in sackcloth and
ashes, would havemade teshuva.

14But for Tzor and Tzidon it will be more bearable in the YomHaDin than for you.
15And you, K'far-Nachum, surely not up to Shomayimwill you be exalted? ToGehinnom

youwill descend!
16The one listening to you listens tome,§ and the one rejecting you, rejects me.* But the

one rejecting me,† rejects the One‡who sent me.
17And the Shivim returned with simcha, saying, Adoneinu, even the shedim submit to

us b'Shem of you.§
18And he said to them, I was seeing HaSatan falling like lightning from Shomayim.*
19Hinei I have given to you the koach and the samchut to walk on nechashim (snakes)

and akrabim (scorpions), and on all the koach of HaOyev, and nothing may by any means
injure you.

20But in this do not have a lev sameach, on account of the ruchot submitting to you, but
have lev sameach that your shemot have been inscribed in Shomayim.

21 In the same hour Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was full of simcha by the Ruach
Hakodesh. And he said, Baruch HASHEM, Avi, Adon HaShomayim vHaAretz, that You
concealed these things from those with chochmah and seichel and You revealed them to
yeladim. Ken, Avi, for thus it was well pleasing in Your sight.

22Everythingwas handed over tome byAvi, and no one has daas of HaBen except HaAv.
And no one has daas of HaAv except HaBen, and whomever HaBenwishes to reveal Him.

23 And, having turned to the talmidim in a yechidus, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said,
Ashrey [are] the eyes seeing what you see.

24For I say to you that many neviim andmelachimwanted to see what you see and they
did not see them, and to hear what you hear and they did not hear them.

25AndacertainTalmidChacham, aBaal Torah, stoodup, testingRebbeMelechHaMoshi-
ach, saying, Rabbi, what mitzvahmust I do to inherit Chayyei Olam?

26AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said tohim, In theTorahwhathasbeenwritten? How
do you read it?

27 And in reply the Baal Torah said, V'AHAVTA ES ADONOI ELOHEICHA B'CHOL LEV-
AVCHA UVECHOL NAFSHECHA UVECHOLMODECHA† and L'REACHA KAMOCHA.‡

28AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to him, Your answer is frum. Richtik. Do this and
youwill live.

29Butbecause theBaal Torahwanted to justifyhimself, to beyitzdak imHASHEM(justified
with G-d)§ on the basis of his own zokheh*(merit), he said to him, And who is my REA
(neighbor)?

30 In reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, A certain ish was coming down from
Yerushalayim to Yericho, and he encountered shodedim. They stripped him and inflicted
a klap, more than one, and they went away and left him half dead.

31 It sohappened that a certain kohenwas comingdownby that derech, and, having seen
him, he passed by on the other side.†
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32And likewise also a Levi happened upon the place, butwhen he came and sawhim, he
passed by on the other side.

33But a certain Shomroni, traveling along on the derech, came upon him; and when he
saw him, he was filled with rachmei shomayim.

34 And when this Shomroni approached, he bandaged the manʼs wounds, pouring
shemen and yayin over them; and when he had placed him upon his own donkey, he
brought theman to amalon and cared for him.

35And on the next day he produced two denarii and gave them to the inn keeper of the
malon and said, Take care of him, andwhatever you spend additionally, I will take care of,
when I return.

36Who of these shalosha seems to you to have become a re'a to the one having fallen
among the shodedim?

37And the Baal Torah answered, The one having shown theman rachamim. And Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Go and do likewise.

38Andwhile theywere on the derech, he entered into a certain shtetl. And a certain isha
by name of Marta received him.

39And this isha had an achot namedMiryam, who sat down at the feet of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu listening to his dvar.

40 But Marta was distracted with much badinen. And having stood by, she said,
Adoneinu, is it of no concern to you that my achot has left me alone to serve? Speak, then,
to her to help me.

41And in reply Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu said to her, Marta, Marta, you are
anxious and worried about many things,

42But one is necessary. ForMiryam choseHaTovwhichwill not be taken away fromher.

11
1And it came aboutwhile hewas in a certain place davening that, when he concluded, a

certain one of his talmidim said to him, Adoneinu, teach us to daven, just as also Yochanan
taught his talmidim.

2And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, When you daven, say, Avinu, yitkadash
shmecha (hallowed be Thy Name). Tavomalchutechah (Thy kingdom come).

3Es lechem chukeinu ten lanu yom yom (Give us day by day the breadwe need).
4 U slach lanu es chovoteinu (And forgive us our debts, sins) ki solechim gam anachnu

lekhol hachayav lanu (for also we ourselves are forgiving all that are the debtor to us) val
tevieinu lidei nisayon (And lead us not into temptation).

5And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Who among you will have a chaver and
will come to him at chatzot halailah (midnight), and say to him, Chaver, lend me shalosh
kikrot (loaves);

6 Because a chaver of mine has come from a journey to me and I have nothing to set
before him;

7 And from inside he shall reply, saying, Do not bother me; the delet has already been
shut, andmy yeladim and I are already in bed; I cannot get up and give to you anything.

8 I say to you, even if he will not get up and give him anything, because he is his chaver,
at least because of his keseder (constantly) persistent importunity he will get up and give
to him asmuch as he needs.

9And I tell you [when you daven], ask, and it shall be given to you; seek and you shall
find; knock and it shall be opened to you.

10For everyone asking receives; and hewho is seeking, finds; and to the one knocking, it
shall be opened.

11Andwhat Abba among you is therewho, if his ben asks for a dag (fish), instead of a dag
(fish)will give to him a nachash (snake)?

12Or if the ben will ask for a beytzah (egg), will the av give him an akrav (scorpion)?
13 If, therefore, you, though you are ra'im (evil ones), have da'as (knowledge) of how to

givematanot tovot (goodgifts) toyouryeladim,howmuchmorewillHaAvsh'ba'Shomayim
give the Ruach Hakodesh to the ones asking him.

14And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was casting out a shed from an ish illem (mute man).
And it came to pass when the shed had come out, the ish illem spoke, and the multitudes
were amazed.

15But some of them said, He casts out the shedim by Baal-zibbul Sar HaShedim.
16 And others, to test him, were demanding of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach an ot (sign)

from Shomayim.
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17But RebbeMelech HaMoshiach, having had daas of their machshavot (thoughts), said
to them, Every Malchut divided against itself is laid waste; and a bais (household) divided
against itself falls.

18 And if HaSatan also was divided against himself, how shall Hasatanʼs Malchut
(Kingdom) stand? Because you say by Baal-zibbul I cast out shedim.

19But if I by Baal-zibbul cast out the shedim, bywhomdo your banim cast themout? Oib
azoi (consequently), they shall be your shofetim (judges).

20 But, if I, by the finger of HASHEM, cast out the shedim, then the Malchut HASHEM has
come upon you.*

21 When a Gibbor (Strong Man), fully armed, is shomer over his armon (palace), his
possessions are left in shalom;

22 But when someone stronger than he overpowers him, he takes away from him all
his shiryon kaskasim (coat of scale armor) on which he had depended, and distributes his
plunder.

23The onewho is notwithme is againstme (anti-Moshiach); and hewho does not gather
withme, scatters.

24When the ruach hatameh (unclean spirit) goes out from the ben Adam, it goes through
waterless places seeking a menuchah (resting place) and, not finding any, it says, I will
return to my bais fromwhere I came out.

25Andwhen it comes, it finds the bais having been swept and put beseder.
26Then it goesand takesanother sheva shedimmorera'ot (evil) than itself, and theyenter

it anddwell there; and theacharit (last) conditionof that ishbecomesworse than the reshit
(first).

27 And it came about while Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach was saying these shiurim, a
certain isha in the multitude, having lifted up her voice, said to him, Ashrey is the womb
having carried you and the breasts that nursed you.

28 But Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Aderaba (to the contrary); ashrey are the ones
hearing the dvar HASHEM and being shomermitzvot!†

29And as the multitudes are gathering even more, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach began to
say, HaDor HaZeh (this generation) is a Dor Rah! It is seeking an ot, and an ot will not be
given to it except the Ot HaYonah (the Sign of Jonah).

30For just as Yonah became to the people of Nineveh an ot, so also the Bar Enosh will be
an ot to HaDor HaZeh.

31 The Queen of the South will be made to stand up alive at the‡ Mishpat (Judgment)
with the men of HaDor HaZeh and she will declare a gezar din (verdict) of harshaah
(condemnation as guilty), because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the
chochmah of Sh'lomo, and one greater than Sh'lomo is here.§

32Men of Ninevehwill stand up at theMishpat (YomHaDin)with HaDor HaZeh andwill
condemn it, for theymade teshuva at the darshenen of Yonah, and one greater than Yonah
is here.

33Noonehaving lit amenorahputs it in ahiddenplace, norunder themeasuringbucket,
but on the shulchan, in order that the ones enteringmay see the ohr.

34Themenorahof thebasar is your ayin (eye). Whenyour ayin is sound, thenyour entire
basar is full of ohr. But when it is rah, then your basar is full of choshech.

35 See to it, then, that the ohr in you is not choshech (darkness).
36 If therefore, your whole basar is full of ohr and not having any part choshech, it will

be all full of ohr as when themenorah with the ohr (light) shines on you.
37 Now while he spoke, a Parush asks him that he might have betziat halechem (have

a meal, breaking of bread) with him. And, having entered, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach
reclined at tish.

38And the Parush, having seen this, was amazed that RebbeMelechHaMoshiach did not
first do netilat yadayim before themeal.

39 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu said to him, Now you Perushim wash the
outside of the kos and the dish you clean, but the inside of you is full of gezel (robbery) and
resha.

40 Goilomim (Foolish people)! Did not the One having made the outside also make the
inside?

41But as far as what is inside, give tzedakah, and everything is tahor to you.

* 11:20Ex8:19 † 11:28T.N.Notice refusalhereofMoshiach toallowhisEmtobegivenGoyisheveneration. ‡ 11:31
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42But oy to you, Perushim, because you give as ma'aser (tithe) the mint and the rue and
every herb and you disregard the mishpat and the ahavah of HASHEM. But these things it
was necessary to do and those not to disregard.*

43Oy to you Perushim! Because your ahavah is for themoshavot harishonim (first seats)
in the shuls and the† Birkat Shalom greetings in themarket places.

44Woe to you, because you are like the unmarked kevarim (graves), and bnei Adamwalk
over themwithout having daas.

45 And, in reply, one of the Baalei Torah says to him, Rabbi, by saying these things you
insult us also.

46 But Rebbe, Melech, HaMoshiach said, Also woe to you Baalei Torah, because you
burden men with [halachic] loads difficult to carry, and you yourselves with so much as
one of your fingers do not touch the loads.‡

47 Woe to you, because you build the matsevot (tombstone monuments) for the Kivrei
HaNeviim (the sepulchers of the Prophets), but it was your avot who killed them.

48 Therefore, you are edim (witnesses) and in agreement with the deeds of your avot,
because they do the killing of nevi'im part and you do the providing of thematsevot part.

49 Therefore, also the Chochmah of HASHEM said, I will send to them Nevi'im and
Shlichim, some of whom they will kill and persecute,§

50That the Dahm of all the Neviim that has been poured out from the hivvased haOlam
(foundation of the world)may be charged to HaDor HaZeh,

51 From the blood of Hevel (Abel) to the blood of Zecharyah who was killed al Kiddush
ha-Shem between theMizbe'ach and the Beis HASHEM; ken, I tell you, it will be required of
HaDor HaZeh.*

52Woe to you Ba'alei Torah, because you took the mafteach of da'as; you yourselves did
not enter in; and the ones entering in you hindered.

53Andwhenhewent fromthere, theSofrimand thePerushimbegan tobe terriblyhostile
and to hock (pose questions one right after the other) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and to
subject him to a wide ranging cross-examination,

54Plotting to catch him in something from his mouth.

12
1Meanwhile,when themultitudesby the thousands assembled, to thepoint of trampling

one another, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said this in a yechidus first to his talmidim, Be
shomer regarding the chametz of the Perushim, which is their tzeviut (hypocrisy).

2And nothing that men hide in a cover up is concealed which will not be revealed, and
nothing held nistar (hidden)which will not be laid bare.

3 So then, what things you said in the choshech, will be heard in the ohr; and what you
whispered in the ear bchadrei chadarim (in a most secret place)will be shouted from the
roof tops.

4 I say to you, my chaverim, do not have pachad (terror) of the killers of the basar, who
after that have nothingmore they can do.

5But I will show you someone of whom you should have yirah; fear the One who after
killing the basar has the samchut to throw into Gehinnom. Ken, I say to you, have yirah
(fear) of this One.

6Are not chamesh sparrows sold for two assarion? And not even one of them has been
overlooked in the eynayim of HASHEM.

7But even the hairs of your rosh have all been inventoried. Never fear. You are of more
worth thanmany sparrows.

8And I say to you, whoever will declare the Ani Maamin public hoda'ah (acknowledge-
ment) of me* before Bnei Adam, the Bar Enosh† will make public hodaah (acknowledge-
ment) of him before themalachim of HASHEM.

9But the one havingmade hakhchashah (denial) ofme‡before Bnei Adamwill be denied
before themalachim of HASHEM.

10 And everyone who will say a dvar against the Bar Enosh,§ he will be given selicha
(forgiveness). But the one having committed Chillul HASHEM gidduf (blasphemy) against
the Ruach Hakodesh will not be given selicha.
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11Andwhen they bring you in before the shuls and the rulers and themanhigim, do not
have a lev rogez aboutwhat you should speak in your ownhitstaddekut (defense), or about
your legal brief.

12 For the Ruach Hakodesh will be your rabbi teaching you in the same hour what it is
necessary to say.*

13And someone out of the multitude said to him, Rabbi, speak to my ach to share with
me the yerushah (inheritance).

14But he said to him, Ben Adam, who appointedme a shofet or an arbitrator over you?
15 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Take care and be shomer against

all chamdanut (covetousness), because the Chayyei HaAdam does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions.†

16 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach spoke a mashal (parable) to them saying, An aza
(certain) oisher (richman) had land that produced a good crop.

17 And he was thinking to himself, saying, What should I do? Because I do not have a
place where I will store my crops.

18And he said, This I will do. I will tear downmy asim (granaries, storehouses) and I will
build larger asim. And there I will gather all my grain andmy produce.

19And Iwill say tomyneshamah, Neshamah, youhave an ample store of goods formany
years to come. Take your ease, LEEKHOL, VLISHTOT, VLISHMOACH‡(to eat, and to drink,
and to bemerry).

20 But HASHEM said to him, Goilem! Halailah hazeh your nashamah is required of you.
Now to whomwill be given what you prepared?§

21 Such is the one hoarding up for himself and not having osher toward HASHEM.
22And Rebbe, Melech, HaMoshiach said to his talmidim, Therefore, I say to you: do not

have a LEV ROGEZ* for your Chayyim, about your okhel (food) or your basar (body), what
youmight put on.

23 For the neshamah is more than okhel and the basar more than gartel (belt) and
shtreimel (expensive hat).†

24 Consider the ravens! They do not sow nor reap, they have no storeroom or asam
(granary), yet HASHEM feeds them. Of how much more worth are you than the OPH
HASHOMAYIM.‡

25And can any of you bymeans of a LEV ROGEZ add one cubit to your span of Chayyim?
26 If thenyouarenot able to do evena small thing,whyhave aLEVROGEZabout the rest?
27Consider the lilies! How they grow! A lily does not labor nor spin. But I say to you, not

even Sh'lomo HaMelech in all his kavod was arrayed like one of these.§
28 And if HASHEM so enrobes the grass of the field, which is here hayom (today) and

thrown into the eish makhar (tomorrow), how much more will HASHEM enrobe you, you
ones of little bitachon.

29Anddon't keep striving after okhel (food) and skikuy (drink), anddon't have a lev rogez
(anxious heart).

30 For all these things the Goyim of the Olam Hazeh strive after, but your Av* has daas
(knowledge) that you need these things.

31But seek theMalchut HASHEM, and these things will be added to you as well.
32Do not have pachad (terror, fear), Eder Katan (Little Flock), because it is the ratzon, the

chefetz (desire) of your Av† to give you theMalchut.
33 Sell your possessions and give tzedakah. Make for yourselves the baitel (wallet) that

doesn't wear out, an inexhaustible otzar (treasure) in Shomayim, where no ganav (thief)
comes near normoth destroys.

34For where your otzar (treasure) is, there also will be your lev (heart).
35Tighten your gartels for action and have yourmenorahs lit.
36Andyoushouldbe likebneiAdamwhoexpectantlykhakeh l'vo'o shel (await thearrival

of) their Adon when he returns from the Chasunoh, in order that, when he comes and
knocks, ofen ort theymay open the delet for him.

37Ashrey are those avadim (servants), whom, having come, the Adon will find keeping
shomer. Omein, I say to you, that hewill fastenhis gartel, andhave those avadim (servants)
sit down to tish, and he will come and serve them.
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38And if in the second or if in the third watch he comes and finds it thus, ashrey (happy,
blessed) are those.

39But have daas of this, that if the Baal Bayit had had da'as inwhat hour the ganav (thief)
comes, he would not have allowed his bais to be broken into.

40 So you be shomer, for the Bar Enosh‡ comes in an hour you do not think.
41And Kefa said, Adoneinu, are you speaking this mashal for us or for all?
42 And HaAdon said, Who then is the sochen haneeman and navon (faithful and wise

steward) whom HaAdon will appoint over his avadim to give them their okhel (food)
allowance at the proper time?

43Ashrey is that eved, whom, having come, his Adonwill find doing thus.
44Omein, I say to you, that he will appoint him over all that he has.
45 But if that eved says in his lev, Adoni delays to come to me, and if that eved begins

to beat the avadim (servants) and the shfakhot (maid servants), and to gluttonize and get
down in his schnapps,

46HaAdon of that eved will come on a day which he does not expect and at an hour of
which he does not have da'as, and will cut him in pieces and assign him the portion of the
Apikoros with the koferim (unbelievers).

47 That eved, who had daas of the ratzon of his Adon and did not get prepared or do
according to his ratzon, will be beaten with a klap (blow) and not a few.§

48But the one not having had daas, but having done thingsworthy of a klap, will receive
but a few. But to everyone towhommuchwas given,muchwill be required fromhim, and
to whomwas entrustedmuch, evenmore achraius (accountability)will be required.*

49 I came to throw Eish on the earth, and how I wish it was already kindled!
50And I have a tevilah I have to undergo, and how I am distressed until it is completed.
51 Do you think that I came to bring Shalom on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather

machaloket (division, controversy).
52For therewill be fromnow inonebais (household) chamesh (five)havingbeendivided,

shalosha against shenayim and shenayim against shalosha,
53AVwill be divided against BEN and BEN against AV, EM (mother) against BAT and BAT

against EM, KALLAH BACHAMOT (daughter-in-law against mother-in-law) and CHAMOT
against KALLAH.†

54 And he was saying also to the multitudes, When you see the anan rising over the
maarav (west), ofen ort you say, Geshem (rain) is coming, and so it happens.

55Andwhen there is a southwind blowing, you say, Itwill be kham (hot), and it happens.
56 Tzevu'im! You have daas how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky;

how is it, then, that you do not have daas of how to interpret HaZman HaZeh (This Time)?
57Andwhy also for yourselves do you not judge what is yashar (straight, right)?
58For as you gowith your ish riv (opponent in a lawsuit) to appear before themagistrate,

on thederechmakeaneffort to settlewithhim, lest hedragyou to the shofet, and the shofet
will hand over you to the shoter, and the shoter will throw you into the beit hasohar.

59 I say to you, by nomeansmay you come out, until even the last peruta (small coin) you
pay back.

13
1 Now on the same occasion there were some present reporting to Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach about the men of the Galil whose blood Pilate mixed with their zevakhim
(sacrifices).

2 And, in reply, Moshiach said, Do you think that these men of the Galil were greater
chote'im (sinners) than all others of theGalil, because they suffered this shud (misfortune)?

3Lo (no), I say, but unless youmake teshuva, you will all likewise perish.
4Or do you think that those shmonah asar (eighteen) upon whom the migdal (tower) in

Shiloach fell and killed them, do you think that they were greater chote'im (sinners) than
all the Bnei Adam living in Yerushalayim?

5Lo (no), I tell you, but unless youmake teshuva, you will all likewise perish.
6And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking this mashal. A certain man had an etz

te'enah (fig tree)which had been planted in his kerem, and he came seeking pri (fruit) on
it, and he did not find any.*
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7Sohe said to the keeper of the kerem,Hinei shalosh shanim (three years) I come seeking
pri on this etz te'enah (fig tree) and I do not find any. Therefore, cut it down! Why is it even
using up the adamah (ground)?

8But in reply he says to him, Adoni, leave it also this year, until I may dig around it and
may throw fertilizer on it,

9And if indeed it produces pri in the future, tovme'od (verywell); otherwise, youwill cut
down it.†

10Now in one of the shuls Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying shiurim on Shabbos.
11Andan ishawhichhad a ruachhamachla (a spirit of an infirmity, illness) shmonah asar

(eighteen) years was bent double and was not able to straighten up at all.
12 And when he saw her, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach called out to her and said, Isha

(Woman), you have been set free from yourmachla (illness).
13 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach placed his hands upon her. And ofen ort (immedi-

ately) she was straightened and she was crying, Baruch HASHEM!
14 And in reply the Rosh of the Beit HaKnesset, being indignant that Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach had given refuah (healing) on Shabbos, was saying to the multitude, There
are sheshah yamim (six days) in which melachah (work) should be done; therefore, come
during those sheshah yamim and get your refuah; but not on Shabbos!‡

15ButRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachAdoneinuansweredhimand said, Tzevu'im! Doesnot
each of you on Shabbos untie his ox or his donkey from the evus (animal feeding trough)
and lead it away to water him?

16But oughtnot this isha, a batAvrahamAvinuas she is,whomHaSatanhasboundhinei,
nebbach (regrettably) these shmonahasar (eighteen) longyears— should shenothavebeen
set free from this bond on Shabbos?

17And as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said these things, all his mitnaggedim (opponents)
were put to bushah (shame), and all the multitude was having simcha with chedvah
(rejoicing) over all the things of kavod being accomplished by him.§

18Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas saying,What is theMalchut HASHEM like?
And to what shall I make a tzushtel (comparison) of it?

19 It is like amustard seed, which aman took and threw into his own garden, and it grew
and became an etz (tree), and the OPHHASHOMAYIM nested in its branches.

20 And again Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, To what shall I compare the Malchut
HASHEM?

21 It is like se'or (leaven), which an isha took andhid in shalosh (three)measures ofwheat
flour until the whole batch was leavened.

22AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas itinerating throughout the shtetlach (towns) and
villages saying shiurim and heading on toward Yerushalayim.

23And someone said to him, Adoni, are there only a few coming to Yeshu'at Eloheinu?
And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them,

24 Strive to enter through the sha'ar hatzarut (gate of narrowness), because many, I say
to you, will seek to enter and they will not be able to.

25After the Baal Bayit gets up and shuts the delet, and you begin to stand outside and to
knock on the delet, saying, Adoneinu, open up for us! And in reply, he will say to you, I do
not have daas of you; fromwhere are you from?

26 Then you will begin to say, We ate and drank in your presence, and in our rekhovot
(streets) you taught.

27 And he will speak, saying to you, I do not know you, from where are you from? Go
away fromme, kol po'alei resha (all workers of evil)!

28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you will see Avraham Avinu and
Yitzchak and Ya'akov and all the Neviim in theMalchut HASHEM, but you yourselves being
thrown out.

29 And they will come from mizrach (east) and maarav (west) and from tzafon (north)
and darom (south) and they will be the ones bimesibba (reclining at tish) in the Malchut
HASHEM.

30 And there are some acharonim who will be rishonim and there are some rishonim
whowill be acharonim.

31 In the same hour some Perushim approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying to
him, Depart and go from here, because Herod wants to kill you.

† 13:9 Ro 11:23 ‡ 13:14 Ex 20:9 § 13:17 Isa 66:5
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32 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Go and tell that fox, Hinei, I cast out
shedimand I accomplish refuot (healings)hayom (today)andmakhar (tomorrow)andYom
HaShlishi (The Third Day) I reachmy goal.

33Nevertheless, it is necessary forme to travel onhayom (today)andmakhar (tomorrow)
and the yom following, because it cannot be that a navi should have his violent death and
his histalkus (passing) outside Yerushalayim.

34O Yerushalayim, Yerushalayim, she who kills the Neviim and stones the ones sent to
her! How often Iwanted to gather your yeladim just as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, and you were not willing!

35Hinei your Beis* is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you shall by nomeans seeme
until the zman (time) comes when you say, BARUCHHABAH B'SHEMADONAI!†

14
1And it came to passwhen hewent into a bais of a certain one of the Rashei HaPerushim

on Shabbos for betziat halechem, and they were watching him closely,
2 And there in front of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was a certain ish suffering from

dropsy,
3 And in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach spoke to the Baalei Torah and Perushim,

saying, Is it mutar (permissible) on Shabbos to give refuah or not?
4But they kept silent. Andhaving takenhold of him, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach granted

him refuah and sent him away.
5 And to them Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Who of you having a ben or an ox fall

into a well and will not ofen ort (immediately) pull him out on Shabbos?
6And they were not able to make a counter argument keneged (against) this.
7 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach began speaking a mashal to the seudah (banquet

supper) invitees, when he noticed how they had been picking out the rashei hamoshavot
(chief seats) at the tish, saying to them,

8When you are invited by someone to a Chasunoh (wedding), you should not recline at
tish in the rashei hamoshavot (chief seats), lest amore distinguished person than youmay
have been invited by him,

9Andhewho invited you both shall come and say to you, Give place to this one, and then
in bushah (shame) you proceed to occupy the seat of humiliation, the low seat.

10But when you are invited, go and recline at tish in the moshav hashafel (low seat), so
that when the one who has invited you comes, he may say to you, Chaver, move up to a
higher place; then you will have kavod in the sight of all with you at the tish.

11 For everyone exalting himself shall be humbled, and the one humbling himself shall
be exalted.

12And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas speaking also to the onewho invited him,When
you prepare a seudah or a Melave Malkah, do not invite your chaverim or your achim
or your krovey mishpochot (relatives) or your shchenim haashirim, lest they also should
invite you in return and repayment come to you.

13Butwhen you prepare a seudah (feast), invite the aniyim (the poor), the baalei hamum
(themaimed), the pisechim (the lame), the ivrim (blind),

14AndBirkat Shomayim (theBlessingofHeaven)will befall you, because theydonothave
the means to repay you; for you will be repaid in the Yom Tekumat HaTzadikkim*(Day of
the Resurrection of the Righteous).

15 And when a certain one of those reclining at tish with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
heard these things, he said to him, Ashrey is he who will eat lechem in the Malchut
HASHEM!†

16ButRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said tohim,Acertainmanwaspreparingabig seudah,
and he invitedmany;

17And at the dinner hour, he sent his eved to say to the seudah invitees, Come, because
everything is ready now.

18But eachbegan to comeupwitha teretz (excuse). The rishon (first) said tohim, I bought
a sadeh (field) and I am compelled to go out and look at it. Please be mekabel (receive,
accept)my teretz.

19And another said, I have bought chamesh pair of oxen, and I am going to try them out.
Please bemekabel my teretz (excuse).

20And another said, I took a wife and therefore I am not able to come.
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21 And the eved returned and reported this to his Adon. Then the Baal Bayit became
angry and said to his eved, Go out quickly into the rekhovot (streets) and lanes of the shtetl
and bring in here the aniyim (the poor) and the baalei hamum (themaimed) and the ivrim
(blind) and the pisechim (the lame).

22And the eved said, Adoni,what you commandedhas beendone, and still there is room.
23And the Adon said to the eved, Go out to the rekhovot and along the boundaries and

urge them to come in, in order that My Beis may be filled.
24For I say to you that no one of those Bnei Adamwhowere invitedwill tastemy seudah.
25 And large multitudes were accompanying him, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

turned and said to them,
26 If someone comes to me, and does not hate‡ his own Abba and Em (mother) and isha

and yeladim and achim and achayot and in addition also his own life,§ he is not able to be
my* talmid.

27Whoever does not carry his own etz shel mesiros nefesh following Me† is not able to
bemy‡ talmid.

28 For who among you, wanting to build a migdal (tower), will not first sit down and
rechen (calculate) the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it?

29Otherwise, having laid his yesod (foundation) and not being able to finish it, everyone
seeing it may begin to make leitzonus (fun, mockery) of him,

30 Saying, This man began to build and was not able to finish.
31Orwhatmelech, going out tomakemilchamah (war) against anothermelech, will not

first sit down and consider if he is able with aseret alafim (ten thousand) to meet the one
with esrim elef (twenty thousand) coming against him?

32 Or else, while the other is noch (yet) far away, he sends an embassy delegation and
seeks terms for shalom.

33 So, then, none of you can become my talmid if you do not renounce all your
[idolatrous] holdings.

34Therefore, melach (salt) is tov; but if evenmelach should become tasteless, with what
will it be seasoned?

35 It is useless either for the land or for the dung hill; they throw it away. The one who
has ears to hear, shema!

15
1 Now all the mochesim (tax-collectors) and the chote'im (sinners) were coming near

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to listen to him.
2 And both the Perushim and the Sofrim were grumbling, saying, This one gives a

kabbalat panim reception to chote'im (sinners) and eats at tish with them.
3And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach told them this mashal, saying,
4What man of you, if he has meah kevasim (a hundred sheep) and has lost from them

one, does not leave the tishim vteshah (ninety-nine) in the open pasture, and go for the one
which has been lost until he finds it?

5Andwhen he has found it, he puts it on his shoulders with lev same'ach.*
6 And when he returns to his bais, he calls together his chaverim and his shchenim

(neighbors), saying to them, Make a simcha with me, because I have found my keves
(sheep), the one that was lost!

7 I say to you that in the same way there will be more simcha in Shomayim over one
choteh (sinner)whobecomes abaal teshuva thanover tishimvteshah tzaddikimwhohave
no need of teshuva.

8Or what isha having asaret (ten) drachmas, if she loses one drachma, will not light a
licht (light) and sweep the bais and search carefully until she finds it?

9 And having found it, she calls together chaverim and shchenim saying, Have simcha
withme, for I have found the drachmawhich I lost.

10 In the sameway, I say to you, there is simcha in the presence of themalachimHASHEM
over one choteh (sinner)who becomes a baal teshuva.

11AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said, A certain benAdamhad shnei banim (two sons).
12And the younger of them said to his Abba, Avi, give to me the share of the estate that

falls to me. And his Abba divided his wealth between them.

‡ 14:26 hyperbolically, in comparison to Moshiach § 14:26 in the Olam Hazeh * 14:26Moshiachʼs † 14:27
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13 And not many yamim later, having gathered together everything, the younger ben
went on a journey to a far away country, and there he squandered his osher (riches)with
gilui arayot (sexual immorality) and loose living.†

14Andwhenhehad spent everything, there camea severe ra'av (famine) throughout that
aretz, and he began to be nitzrach (needy).

15And he went and became associated with one of the citizens of that aretz, and he sent
him into his fields to feed chazirim,‡

16Andhewas longing to fill hismogen (stomach)with the podswhich the chazirimwere
eating, and no one was giving anything to him.

17When he came to his senses, his seichel told him, How many of my Abbaʼs sachirim
(hiredworkers) havemore than enough okhel (food) and I am perishing here with hunger.

18 I will get up and go to my Abba, and I will say, Avi, I sinned against Shomayim and in
your sight.§

19 I no longer have the zokheh (merit)worthy to be called a ben ofmy Abba. Makeme as
one of your sachirim (hiredworkers).

20 And when he got up he came home to his own Abba. And while he was still a
long way off, his Abba saw him, and was filled with rachmei Shomayim (heavenly mercy,
compassion) and tears, and fell upon his neck and kissed him.*

21And bno said to the Abba, Avi, I sinned against Shomayim and in your sight. No longer
do I have the zokheh (merit) to be worthy to be called your ben.†

22But his Abba said to his avadim, Shnel! (Quick!) Bring out the best kaftan and clothe
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals for his feet,‡

23And bring the fattened calf, and slaughter it, and let us eat and have a simcha,
24Because this ben of mine was dead and now he has returned l'Chayyim! He had been

lost and now he is found. And they began tomake a simcha.
25But theAbbaʼs altererben (older son)was in the sadeh (field). Andashewas coming, he

drewnear to the bais, andhe heard the zemirot (table songs), and the sound of the klezmer
(musician) and the§ dancing,

26And having summoned one of the avadim (servants), the alterer ben (older son) was
inquiring what these things might be.

27And the eved said to him, Your ach is present, and your Abba sacrificed the fattened
calf, because your Abba received him back bari v'shalem (safe and sound).

28And the alterer ben was filled with ka'as (anger), and he did not want to enter. But his
Abba came out and was pleading with him.

29But in reply thealtererben said tohisAbba,Hinei, somanyyears I serveyouandnever
a mitzvah of you I disobeyed, and never for me did you give even a young goat that with
my chaverim Imight make a simcha.

30 But when shows up this ben of yours, the one having devoured your property with
zonot (prostitutes), you sacrificed for him the fattened calf.*

31And theAbba said to him, Beni, you are alwayswithme, and everythingwhich ismine
is yours.

32But now it was necessary for us to have lev samei'ach andmake a simcha, because the
ach of you was dead and he has returned l'Chayyim! He has been lost and now is found.†

16
1And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas saying also to the talmidim, A certain oisher (rich

man) had a sochen (steward, estatemanager or agent), and the charge brought against him
was that he was squandering the property of the oisher (richman).

2 And having called him, the oisher said to the sochen, What is this I hear about you?
Submit to a bikoret beshbonot (audit) for thatwhich is under your pekuddah (stewardship
care), for you are no longer able to be sochen.

3And the sochen said tohimself,Whatmay I do, becauseAdoni takes away thepekuddah
fromme? I am not strong enough to dig, I am ashamed to beg.

4Oh! I have daas ofwhat Imaydo, thatwhen I amremoved from thework of the sochen,
theymay receive me into their batim.

5And having summoned his Adonʼs debtors one by one, he was saying to the first, How
much do you owe Adoni?
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6And he said, One hundred jugs of olive oil. And the sochen said to him, Take your bill,
sit down, quickly write fifty.

7 Then to another he said, And you, how much do you owe? And he said, One hundred
containers of wheat. He says to him, Take your bill and write eighty.

8And the Baal Bayit praised the unrighteous sochen because he acted with chochmah.
Because the Bnei HaOlam HaZeh have more seichel in dealing with their own generation
than the Bnei HaOhr.*

9And I say toyou, use themammon (thewealthof theOlamHaZeh) tomake foryourselves
yedidim (friends, chaverim), so that when unrighteous mammon fails, they may welcome
you into themishkenot olam (eternal dwellings of the OlamHaBah).

10The one oisgehalten in little, also is neeman in much, and the one who is unrighteous
in little, also inmuch is unrighteous.

11 If, then, youwere not ne'emanwith unrighteousmammon, whowill entrust youwith
hon emes?

12 And if you were not neeman with that which belongs to another, who will give you
what is your own?

13No eved is able to serve two adonim; for either he will have sinah (hatred) toward the
one and he will have ahavah (love) toward the other, or one he will be devoted to and the
other he will despise. Your avodas service cannot be for both HASHEM andMammon.

14 And the Perushim, who were ohavei kesef (lovers of money), heard all this and they
made leitzonus (fun) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

15 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, You are the ones who in the sight of
Bnei Adamcredit yourself as being yitzdak imHASHEM†(justifiedwithG-d), butHASHEMhas
daas (knowledge) of your levavot. Because the thing highly esteemed among Bnei Adam is
a to'eva (abomination) before HASHEM.

16TheTorahand theNeviimwereproclaimeduntil Yochanan; since then it is theMalchut
HASHEM that is being preached as Besuras HaGeulah, and anyone entering it must strive
to do so.

17But it is easier forHaShomayimandHaAretz topassaway than forone tag (ornamental
flourish) of the Torah to fail.

18Anyone giving the get to his isha and taking anotherwife commits ni'uf (adultery), and
the onemarrying a gerusha (divorcee) commits ni'uf (adultery).

19Now there was a certain oisher (rich man). He was dressed in purple and fine linen,
and yom yom (daily) he feasted sumptuosly and every day for himwas tomake a simcha.‡

20And there was a certain ish oni (poor man) covered with sores, El'azar by name, who
had been laid at the oisherʼs sha'ar (gate).

21 And the ish oni El'azar longed to fill his mogen (stomach) with what fell from the
oisherʼs tish. But even the kelevim (dogs)were coming and licking the sores of the ish oni
(poorman).

22And it came to pass that El'azar died, and hewas carried away by themalachim to the
tish at the kheyk (bosom) of AvrahamAvinu. And then the oisher (richman) died also, and
he was buried.

23And lifting up his eynayim in Sheol, where he was in the torments of agony, he sees
AvrahamAvinu off in the distance and El'azar at tish at his kheyk (bosom).

24And he called, Avraham Avinu! Chaneni na and send El'azar that he may dip the tip
of his finger into the mayim and cool my tongue, because I am in torment in this moked
(fire).§

25But Avraham Avinu said, Beni, have zikaron (recollection) that you received your tov
in the span of your days, and El'azar likewise received the ra'ah. But now he is given
nechamah (comfort) here, but you, yisurim (sufferings, torments).*

26And, in addition to all these things, there has been fixed between us and you a tehom
gedolah (a great abyss, chasm), so that the ones wishing to come over from here to you are
not able, neither from there to us may they cross over.

27And the oisher said, I ask you then, Avraham Avinu, that you may send El'azar to the
bais of Avi,

28 for I have chamesh achim (five brothers) that he may warn them, lest also they may
come to this place of yisurim (torments).

29But AvrahamAvinu says, They haveMoshe Rabbeinu and the Neviim. Let them listen
to them.
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30But the oisher said, Lo (no), AvrahamAvinu, but if someone from theMesim should go
to them, they will make teshuva.

31 But Avraham said to him, If Moshe Rabbeinu and the Neviim they do not listen to,
neither if someone shouldmake his Techiyah from theMesim should they be persuaded.

17
1And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to his talmidim, It is impossible for the nisayon

(temptation) to sin not to come, but oy through whom it comes.
2 It is better for him if a millstone is hung around his neck and he had been thrown into

the sea than that he should cause amichshol for these little ones.
3 Pay attention to yourselves. If your ach sins and you rebuke him, and if he makes

teshuva, grant him selicha (forgiveness).
4 And if shevah pe'amim during the yom he sins against you and shevah pe'amim he

turns around to you saying, I make teshuva, you will grant him selicha.
5And the Shlichim said to Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, Adoneinu, increase our emunah.
6 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu said, If you have emunah like a mustard

seed, youwould have said to thismulberry etz, be uprooted and be planted in the sea, and
it would have given youmishma'at.

7Butwhoamong you, having an evedplowing or tending kevesim,when the eved comes
in from the sadeh, will say to him, Here, come ofen ort (immediately) and recline at tish.

8Rather, would he not say, Prepare something that I may have okhel; gird up your tunic
and serveme until I am satisfied, and, after that, youmay have okhel?

9There is no obligatory effusive todah, when the eved only did his chiyuv (duty).
10 So also you, when you do all these things which are given you as mitzvot, say, We are

useless avadim, we only did our chiyuv.
11 And it came about while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach goes to Yerushalayim, he was

traveling through themiddle of Shomron and the Galil.
12And entering into a certain shtetl, some anashimmetzoraim (leprousmen)met Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach, and there were ten of them. Keeping their distance,*
13They shouted, saying, Yehoshua, Rabbi, chaneinu!
14And having seen this, he said to them, Go and show yourselves to the kohanim. And it

came about while they were going away that they weremademetoharim (clean).†
15And one of them, having seen that he had received refuah, returned with a kol gadol

(loud voice), saying Baruch HASHEM!
16 And he fell on his face at the feet of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, giving hodayah

(thanksgiving). And he was a Shomroni (Samaritan).
17 And in reply Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Were there not ten who were made

metoharim? Now the tishah (nine), where are they?
18Was none of them found to turn around and return and give kavod (glory) to HASHEM

except this nokhri (foreigner)?
19And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Get up and go. Your emunah (faith) has

delivered you.
20Nowhaving been asked by the Perushim, Admosai? (Howmuch longer?) When comes

the Malchut HASHEM? Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach replied, The Malchut HASHEM is not
coming with things observable,

21norwill they say, Hinei, here it is, or There it is, for hinei, theMalchutHASHEM iswithin
you.

22And he said to the talmidim, Yamim are coming when you will long to see one of the
yamim of the Bar Enosh.‡ And youwill not see it.

23Theywill say to you, Hinei, there it is! Or, hinei, here it is! Do not go out after themnor
pursue them.

24 For as the lightning flashing out of one part under Shomayim lights up the other part
under Shomayim, thus will be the Bar Enosh§ in his Yom.

25Butbrishonah it is necessary forhim to suffermany things and tobe rejectedbyHaDor
HaZeh.

26And just as it was in the yamim of Noach, thus will it be also in the yamim of the Bar
Enosh.*
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27 They were eating, drinking, marrying, and being given in marriage, until the Yom
when Noach entered into the Tevah (Ark) and HaMabbul (the Flood) came and destroyed
everything.

28Likewise, just as itwas in the yamimofLot: theywere eating, drinking, buying, selling,
planting, and building.†

29 But on the Yom when Lot went out from S'dom, from Shomayim it rained down eish
and gofrit and destroyed everything.

30 So it will be on the Yomwhen the Bar Enosh‡ has his hisgalus (revelation).
31 On that yom let not anyone on the housetop come back down inside for any of his

property in the bais, and the one in a sadeh (field) likewise let him not turn back for things
left behind.

32Remember eshet Lot (Lotʼs wife).§
33Whoever seeks to preserve his nefesh will lose it; but whoever loses it, will preserve

it.
34 I say to you, in lailah hazeh there will be two in one bed: one will be taken; and the

other will be left.
35Therewill be shtayim (two) grinding at the sameplace: onewill be taken, but the other

will be left.
36 Shtayimwill be in the sadeh (field); one will be taken and the other left.
37And in reply they say to him, Where, Adoneinu? But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said

to them,Where theNEVELAH* is, there also thenesharim (vultures, eagles [popularly])will
be gathered together.

18
1Now he was speaking a mashal to them about how it is necessary always for them to

daven and not to lose chozek,*
2 Saying, An aza (certain) Shofet was in a certain town. Now this Shofet had no fear of

HASHEM nor any respect for Bnei Adam.
3Nowanalmanahwas in that townand shewas coming tohimsaying, Grantmeyashrus

(justice) against my ish riv (opponent in a lawsuit).†
4 And for a zman (time) the Shofet was not willing. But after these things, he said to

himself, If indeed HASHEM I do not fear nor do Bnei Adam I respect,
5 Yet because this almanah (widow) causes me tzoros and is such a nudzh (pest), I will

grant yashrus (justice) to her, lest in the end shemaywearme out by her constant coming.
6NowRebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu said, Listen towhat the unrighteous shofet

says.
7 Now will not HASHEM by all means do mishpat for his Bechirim crying out to him

yomam valailah? Will he delay long in bringing them help?‡
8 I say to you that HASHEM will bring about their yashrus (justice) swiftly, but when the

Bar Enosh§ comes, will he then find emunah (faith) on haaretz?
9 And he said this mashal also to some, who have become soimech (confident, putting

their trust and being dependent) on themselves that they are tzaddikim and who are
despising others.*

10 Shnei anashim (twomen)went up to the Beis Hamikdash to daven, one was a Parush
and the other, a moches (tax collector).

11 The Parush was standing by himself, shawkling (ritual swaying while davening), and
his tefillah went like this: Adonoi, Modeh Ani that I am not like other men, swindlers,
resha'im, menaafim, or even this moches.

12 I undergo a tzom (fast) twice during the week, I give the ma'aser (tithe) of everything
as much as I get.†

13 But the moches (tax collector) stood at a distance and was not willing even to lift up
his eynayim to Shomayim but was beating his chest, saying, Adonoi, rachem na al choteh
kamoni! (L-rd, havemercy on a sinner likeme!)‡

14 I say to you, this one, rather than the other one, went down to his bais having been
made yitzdak im HASHEM(justified with G-d). Because everyone lifting himself up will be
brought low, but the one bringing himself lowwill be uplifted.

15 Now also they were bringing to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach yeladim that he might
place his hands on them. But having seen this, the talmidimwere rebuking them.
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16But Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach called for them saying, Permit the yeladim to come to
me and do not hinder them, for of such ones is the Malchut HASHEM.

17Omein, I say to you, whoever does notwelcome theMalchutHASHEM as a yeledwould,
may by nomeans enter into it.

18And a certain one of the manhigim (leaders, one of the wealthier Baale-Battishe Jews)
questionedRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, saying,MoriHaTov (GoodTeacher), whatmitzvah
must I do to inherit Chayyei Olam?

19 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Why do you call me tov? No one is tov
except HASHEM alone, nu?

20 You have daas of the Mitzvot. LO TINAF, LO TIRTZACH, LO TIGNOV, LO TAANEH
VREIACHAH ED SHAKER, KABEID ES AVICHA VES IMMECHA.§

21And he said, In all these things I have been shomermitzvot and frum frommy kinder-
yoren.

22 And having heard, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Still one thing for you is
lacking. Everything as much as you have, sell and distribute to the aniyim, and you will
have otzar in Himel; and come followme.

23 But having heard these things, he fell into agmat nefesh (grief, sadness). For he had
much kesef.

24And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, when he saw him fall into agmat nefesh, said, How
difficult it is for the ones having osher (riches) to enter into theMalchut HASHEM.*

25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for an oisher (rich
man) to enter into theMalchut HASHEM.

26But the ones, having heard, said, Then who is able to come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu?
27And he said, The things impossible with Bnei Adam are possible with HASHEM.
28And Kefa said, Hinei, we have left everything to follow you.
29And he said to them, Omein, I say to you, that there is no one who left bais or isha or

achim or horim (parents) or yeladim because of the Malchut HASHEM,
30Whowill not receivemany times asmuch in this zman (time) and in the OlamHaBah,

Chayyei Olam.
31Andhaving taken the ShneymAsar (Twelve)aside inayechidus, he said to them,Hinei,

we are making another aliyah leregel (pilgrimage) to Yerushalayim, and all the things
having been written by the Nevi'im about the Bar Enosh†will be fulfilled.‡

32 For he (the Bar Enosh Moshiach) will be delivered up to the Goyim and he will be
ridiculed and he will be mistreated and he will be spat upon,

33 And, having laid the shot (whip) on him, they will kill him and after his histalkus
(passing), on the YomHaShlishi there will be Techiyas HaMoshiach.

34And they had binah (understanding, comprehension) regarding none of these things,
and this dvar was nistar (concealed) from them, and they had no understanding of the
things being said.

35And it came about while Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach drew near to Yericho, a certain
ivver (blindman)was sitting beside the road begging.

36And having heard amultitude traveling through, he was asking what this might be.
37And they reported to him that Yehoshua fromNatzeret is passing by.
38And he cried out saying, Ben Dovid! Chaneni! (Havemercy onme!)
39And the ones going past himwere rebuking him that he should be silent, but he just so

much themore was crying out, Ben Dovid, chaneni!
40 And stopping, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach commanded the ivver to be led to him.

Having drawn near, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach asked him, What do you wish that I may
do for you?

41And he said, Adoni, that I may regainmy sight.
42 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Regain your sight; your emunah (faith)

has brought you refuah (healing).
43 And at once he saw again and was following Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, shouting,

Baruch HASHEM! And all the people, who were edei reiyah (eyewitnesses) of this, shouted,
Baruch HaShem!

19
1And having entered, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was passing through Yericho.
2And, hinei, a man by name Zakkai was there and he was a chief moches (tax collector)

and he was an oisher (richman).
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3And he was seeking to catch a look at Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach and was not able to
do so, because of themultitude, and because he was komah (short of stature).

4Andhaving run ahead to the front, he climbed up onto an etz (tree), a sycamore, that he
might see Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, because by that derech (way) he was about to pass
by.*

5And as he came to the place, having looked up, RebbeMelech HaMoshiach said to him,
Zakkai, hurry and comedown, for hayom (today) in your bais (house) it is necessary forme
to remain.

6 And having hurried, Zakkai came down and welcomed with Kabbalas HaMalchus
(accepting his sovereignty as king) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach with simcha (joy).

7And all, having seen this, were beginning to kvetch (complain), saying, With a choteh
(sinner) he entered to rest?

8And Zakkai stood there and said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu: Hinei, half
of my possessions, Adoni, I give as tzedakah (contribution to charity) to the aniyim, and if
from someone I defrauded of anything, I am paying back arbatayim (four times).†

9And he said to him, Hayom (Today) Yeshu'at Eloheinu has come to this bais, because he
also is a Ben Avraham.

10For the Bar Enosh‡ came to seek and to save the lost.§
11Now as they were hearing these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach added a mashal

(parable), because he was near to Yerushalayim and they had the havamina (assumption)
that the Malchut HASHEMwas about to appear immediately.

12Then Moshiach said, A certain man of noble birth traveled to a distant country to get
for himself royal power for his malchut and to return.

13And having summoned ten avadim (servants) of his, he gave them ten minas and he
said to them, Conduct business until I come.

14 But his subjects were hating the man of noble birth and they sent a delegation after
him saying, We do not want this one to rule over us.

15And it came aboutwhen he returned, having received the royal power of hismalchut,
he summoned to his presence these avadim towhomhe had given the kesef, that hemight
have daas of what they had gained by trading.

16 And the rishon (first) came, saying, With your mina, Adoni, ten minas more were
gained.

17Yafeh! Eved tov! Because you have been ne'eman (faithful) in a very small thing, have
shlita (authority) over ten towns.*

18And the sheni (second) came saying, Yourmina, Adoni, made fiveminas.
19And the man of noble birth said also to this one, And you have shlita (authority) over

five towns.
20And the other came saying, Adoni, hinei! Your mina which I had put away in a tichel

(kerchief).
21For I was fearing you, because you are a bigmachmir (stickler), you takewhat you did

not deposit, and you reap what you did not sow.
22He says to him, From your ownmouth I will judge you, eved rasha (bad servant). You

had daas that I amabigmachmir (stickler), takingwhat I did not deposit and reapingwhat
I did not sow?

23 Why then did you not put my kesef on deposit? Then when I came I would have
collected ribit (interest).

24And to the ones having stood nearby he said, Take fromhim themina and give it to the
one having tenminas.

25And they said to him, Adoneinu, he has tenminas!
26 I say to you, that to everyone having, more will be given, but from the one not having,

even what he has will be taken away.
27But these oyevim ofmine, the ones refusingme the Kabbalas HaMalchus (refusingmy

sovereignty as king)† over them, bring here and execute them before me.
28 And having said these things, he was traveling ahead, making his aliyah leregel to

Yerushalayim.
29 And it came about as he came near to Beit-Pagey and Beit-Anyah, by the Mount of

Olives, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach sent two of the talmidim,

* 19:4 1Kgs 10:27; 1Chr 27:28; Isa 9:10 † 19:8Ex 22:1; Lv 6:4,5; Num5:7; 2Sm12:6; Ezek 33:14,15 ‡ 19:10Moshiach,

Dan 7:13-14 § 19:10 Ezek 34:12,16 * 19:17 Prov 27:18 † 19:27 cf. 70 C.E.



LUKAS 19:30 1156 LUKAS 20:9

30 Saying, Go to the shtetl ahead of you, in which entering you will find an AYIR‡ having
been tied, uponwhich none amongBnei Adamever sat, and having untied it, bring it here.

31 And if someone asks you, Why are you untying it? — you will say this: HaAdon has
need of it.

32 And having departed, the ones having been sent found it just as Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach told them.

33Andwhile untying the AYIR, its owners said to them,Why are you untying the AYIR?
34And they said, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu has need of it.
35And they led it to him and, having thrown their kaftans on the AYIR, they put Rebbe

Melech HaMoshiach on it.
36And as Moshiach rode along, the people were spreading their garments on the road.§
37 And as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was now approaching the path that makes the

descent from the Mount of Olives, all the multitude of the Rebbeʼs talmidim began with
simcha (joy) and with a kol gadol (a loud voice) to shout Baruch HASHEM for all the
nifla'ot (wonders) and gevurot (mighty deeds) of HASHEM! For they had been edei reiyah
(eyewitnesses) of these,

38 Saying, BARUCH HABAH, HaMelech B'SHEM ADONOI! Shalom b'Shomayim! And
kavod in the Highest!*

39 And some of the Perushim from the multitude said to him, Rabbi, rebuke your
talmidim!

40 And in reply he said, I say to you, if these will be silent, the avanim (stones) will cry
out.†

41 And as he came near, having seen the Ir (City) [of Yerushalayim], Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach wept over it,‡

42Saying, If you had only had daas in HaYomHaZeh of the things leading to shalom, but
now it was nistar from your eyes.

43Because yamim (days)will comeupon youwhen your oyevim (enemies)will construct
a siege against you and they will surround you andwill hem you in from all directions.§

44And they will dash you to the ground, you and your yeladim with you. And they will
not leave an even (stone) upon an even (stone)within you, because you did not have daas
of the zman (time) of your YOM PEKUDDAH (visitation, reckoning).*

45Andhaving entered into theBeisHaMikdash,Moshiachbegan to throwout the sellers,
46 Saying to them, It has been written, BEITI BEIT TEFILLAH YIKAREI,† but you made it

a MEARAT PARITZIM.‡
47 And he was saying shiurim yom yom in the Beis Hamikdash. But the Rashei

Hakohanim and the Sofrimwere seeking to kill him, and also the Rashei HaAm,
48And theywerenotfindingwhat theymight do, forHaAmwereall hangingonhis every

dvar.

20
1And it cameabout onone of the yamimRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas saying shiurim

toHaAm (the People) in the Beis Hamikdash andwas preaching the BesurasHaGeulah, the
Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrimwith the Ziknei HaAm stood by;

2They spoke, saying to him, Tell us bywhat shlita (authority) you do these things, orwho
is the one having given to you this shlita?

3 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, I will also confront you will a
she'elah, and you tell me:

4The tevilah of teshuva of Yochanan—was it from Shomayim or from Bnei Adam?
5 And they reasoned to themselves saying, If we say, from Shomayim, he will say, why

did you not believe him?
6But ifwesay, fromBneiAdam,HaAm (thePeople)allwill subjectus to sequilah (stoning),

for HaAm Yisroel are all convinced that Yochanan is a navi.
7And they answered that they did not have daas of the origin of the tevilah of teshuva of

Yochanan.
8 And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Neither am I telling you by what shlita

(authority) I do these things.
9And he began to tell this mashal to HaAm Yisroel. A certain ish planted a kerem and

leased it to koremim (vine keepers) and he went away for a long time.*
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10 And in season he sent to the koremim (vine keepers) an eved (servant) that from the
pri of the kerem they will give to him. But the koremim (vine keepers) sent the eved away
empty, having beaten him.

11 And he proceeded to send another eved. But him also, when they had beaten and
dishonored him, they sent him away empty.

12And he proceeded to send an eved shlishi (a third servant). And also this one, having
wounded, they threw out.

13And the Adon of the kerem, said, What should I do? I will send Beni Ahuvi. Perhaps
this one they will respect.

14 But having seen him, the koremim (vine keepers) were reasoning with one another
saying, This one is the Bechor, the heir. Let us kill him, that the bechorah may become
ours.

15 And having driven him outside the kerem, they killed him. What then will the Baal
HaKerem do to them?

16Hewill come andwill destroy these koremim (vine keepers) andwill give the kerem to
others. And having heard this, HaAm Yisroel said, Chas vShalom!

17But having looked at them, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, What then is this which
has been written: EVENMAASU HAYTAH LEROSH PINAH (The Stone they rejected became
the capstone)?†

18Everyone having fallen upon that EVEN (stone)will be DAKU‡(broken into pieces), and
uponwhomever it falls, it will crush him.§

19And the Sofrim and the Rashei Hakohenim sought to lay their hands upon him in the
same hour, but they were afraid of HaAm Yisroel, for they knew that he spoke this mashal
(parable) against them.

20And havingwatched carefully, they sent spies pretending themselves to be tzaddikim,
that they might catch him in his dvar, so as to deliver him to the rulers and the manhigim
under theMoshel (Governor).

21 And they set a she'elah (question) before him, saying, Rabbi, we have daas that you
speak beemes in the shiurim you say and you show no deference toward anyone, but on
the basis of HaEmes you give torah about HaDerech HASHEM.

22 Is it mutar for us to pay tax to Caesar or not?
23But having noticed the ORMAH*(cunning, craftiness) in their manner, Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach said to them,
24Showmeadenarius. Whose demut (likeness)has it? Andwhose inscription? And they

said, Caesarʼs.
25Andhe said to them, Then give the things of Caesar to Caesar and the things ofHASHEM

to HASHEM.
26And they were not able to catch him in his dvar before the people and, having been

nispoyel (marveled) at his teshuva (answer), they were silent.
27And some of the Tzedukim— the Tzedukimare the ones speaking against the Techiyas

HaMesim, who say there is none — approached Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. They set a
she'elah (question) before him,

28Saying, Rabbi, Moshe Rabbenu laid it down inwriting to us, if someoneʼs ach dies and
has an isha, and UVEN EIN LO (and there is no son to him), that he should take the almanah
of his ach and he should raise up a zera (seed) to his ach.†

29Now there were shiva achim. And the first took an isha, and died UVEN EIN LO (and
there is no son to him).

30And the second took her to be his isha, and he died childless.
31And the third took her; and likewise also the seventh did not leave behind a ben and

they all died.
32And lemaskana (finally) the isha died.
33The isha, then, in the Techiyas HaMesim, of which of them does she become the wife?

For shiva had her as isha (wife).
34AndRebbeMelechHaMoshiach said to them, Thebanimof theOlamHazehmarry and

are given inmarriage:
35 But the ones having been considered worthy to attain to the Olam HaBah and the

Techiyas HaMesim neither marry nor are given inmarriage.
36 For neither is it possible any longer for them to die, for they are like malachim and

they are bnei haElohim, being bnei haTechiyas HaMesim.
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37 But that the Mesim are made to stand up alive, even Moshe revealed at the burning
bush, as he calls Adonoi ELOHEI AVRAHAM ELOHEI YITZCHAK VELOHEI YA'AKOV.‡

38 But HASHEM is not the G-d of Mesim but is Elohei HaChayyim, for to HASHEM all are
alive.

39And, in reply, some of the Sofrim said, Rabbi, you spoke well.
40 For no longer were they daring to set a she'elah (question) before him regarding

anything.
41 And he said to them, How do they say that the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach is to be

[merely] Dovidʼs ben?
42ForDovidhimself says in thebookof Tehillim,NEUMHASHEMLADONI: SHEVLIMINI,
43AD ASHIT OYVECHAHADOM L'RAGLECHA.§
44Therefore, if Dovid calls him Adon, how is he [merely] ben Dovid?
45 In the hearing of all the people, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to his talmidim,
46 Beware of the Sofrim (Rabbonim), the ones wanting to strut around in long kaftans

and loving* Birkat Shalomgreetings in themarketplaces and the rashei hamoshavot (chief
seats) in the shuls and the places of kavod at seudos tishen,

47 Which devour the batim (houses) of the almanot (widows) and for the sake of
appearance daven lengthy tefillos (prayers): the same shall receive greater damnation.

21
1Andhaving lookedup, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachsawtheashirim (richpeople)putting

into the Beis Hamikdash Otzar (Treasury) their matanot (gifts).
2And he saw a certain poor almanah (widow) putting in there two leptas.
3 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Omein, I say to you that this poor almanah

(widow) put inmore tzedakah than everyone.
4 For all these put in matanot (gifts) out of their abundance, but this almanah (widow),

out of her need, put in her michyah (subsistence).
5 And as some were speaking about the Beis Hamikdash, that with beautiful avanim

(stones) andwithmatanot (gifts) it has been decorated, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said,
6Yamim (Days)will come inwhich of these thingswhich you see therewill not be left an

even (stone) upon an even (stone)which will not be thrown down.
7 And they questioned him, saying, Rebbe, ad mosai? (how much longer?) When will

these things be, and what will be the ot when these things are about to take place?
8And he said, Beware, you should not be deceived. For many will come Bishmi (in my

Name)* saying, “I am he.† And, the time [of the Geulah] has drawn near.” Do not follow
after them.

9But whenever you hear about wars and intifadas, do not be a pachdan (coward). For it
is necessary for these things to occur barishonah, but it is not immediately HaKetz.

10Then he was saying to them, Ethnic group will have an intifada against ethnic group,
andmalchut against malchut,‡

11 There will be great earthquakes and in various places, raav (famine) and makkot
(plagues), both horrible portents and great moftim (signs) in Shomayim.§

12 But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and bring redifot
(persecutions) on you, handing you over to the shuls and the batei hasohar (prisons),
being led away before melachim (kings) and moshelim (governors) because of my Name
(Yehoshua, Yeshua).

13 It will turn out for you to be an opportunity for being an eidus (witness) to the edut
(testimony).

14Therefore, keep in your levavot (hearts) not to prepare to defend yourselves.
15 For I will give to you a peh (mouth) and chochmah which none of your mitnaggedim

will be able to resist or to contradict.
16 And you will be handed over also by horim and achim and krovey mishpachot

(relatives) and chaverim (friends), and they will have some of you executed and you will
die al kiddush ha-Shem,

17And you will be the focus of sinas chinom (baseless hatred) from everyone because of
my Name (Yehoshua, Yeshua).

18And not even a hair of your rosh will by anymeans perish.
19 In your savlanut (patience) and endurance you will gain your nefashot (souls).
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20But when you see Yerushalayim being surrounded by machanot (encamping armies),
then have daas that the sho'ah of it has drawn near.

21 Then the ones in Yehudah, flee to the mountains, and the ones inside HaIr (the City),
let them get out, and the ones in the sadot (fields), let them not enter into HaIr (the City),

22 Because these are the Yemei Nekamah (Days of Vengeance), as a fulfillment of all the
Kitvei Hakodesh.*

23 Oy to the ones with child and to the ones nursing in yamim hahem (those days).
For there will be Tzarah Gedolah (Great Tribulation) upon Eretz Yisroel and kaas (anger)
against this people,

24And theywill fall by the edge of the cherev (sword) and theywill all be led captive into
the Golus, and Yerushalayim will be trampled down by the Goyim, until the times of the
Goyim are fulfilled.†

25And therewill be otot (miraculous signs) in the shemesh (sun) and the levanah (moon)
and the kochavim (stars), and upon the earth there will be dismay among the Goyim, in
perplexity at the sound of the sea and the waves;

26 Bnei Adam will be fainting from pachad (terror) and from expectation of the things
coming upon the OlamHazeh, for the kochot (powers) of the heavens will be shaken.

27And thenyouwill see theBarEnosh‡andhisBiasHaMoshiachonanAnan (Cloud)with
gevurah (miraculous power of HASHEM) and kavod rav (great glory).

28Andwhen theReshit (theBeginning) of these things occurs, stand erect and lift up your
roshim (heads), because your Geulah (Redemption) draws near.

29 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach told a mashal (parable) to them. You see the etz
te'enah (fig tree) and all the etz.

30When they sprout leaves already, you see for yourselves and youhave daas that Kayits
(Summer) is already near.

31 So also you, when you see these things happening, you have daas that the Malchut
HASHEM is near.

32Omein, I say to you, that HaDor HaZeh will not pass away until all these things may
occur.

33 HaShomayim and HaAretz will pass away, but my Devarim will by no means pass
away.

34And be shomer regarding yourselves lest your levavot (hearts)may be burdenedwith
dissipation and drunkenness and the cares of the Olam HaZeh and Yom HaHu (That Day)
may come upon you PITOM§(suddenly).

35For as a mokesh (trap) it will come upon all the ones dwelling on the pnei kol haAretz
(the face of all the Earth).

36 But be shomer (on guard, alert), always davening that you may be able to escape all
these things that are about to happen and that you may be able to stand before the Bar
Enosh.*

37 Now in those days Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying shiurim in the Beis
Hamikdash, and balailah (at night) he was going out into the Har HaZeytim.

38 And all the people were getting up early in the boker to come to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach in the Beis Hamikdash to hear him.

22
1And the Chag HaMatzot was approaching, the feast called Pesach.
2And the Rashei Hakohanim and the Sofrimwere seeking how theymight destroy him,

for they were afraid of the people.
3 And HaSatan entered into Yehudah, the one being called Yehudah from K'riot, being

one of the Shneym Asar.
4 And having departed, Yehudah spoke with the Rashei Hakohanim and Ketzinim

(Officers) of the Beis Hamikdash how hemight hand him over to them.
5And they got a lot of geshmak out of this, and they agreed to pay him kesef.*
6And Yehudah consented and he was seeking an opportunity to betray himwhen there

was nomultitude with them.
7Shoin (already) now came the YomHaMatzot, inwhich it was necessary to sacrifice the

Pesach Korban, the Seh (Lamb).†
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8 And he sent Kefa and Yochanan, having said, Go and make our preparations that we
may eat and have the Pesach Seder.

9 And they said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Where do you wish that we should
prepare it?

10And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Hinei. When you enter into HaIr, you
will meet a man carrying a jar of mayim. Follow him into the bais (house) into which he
enters,

11And you will say to the Baal Bayit, The Rebbe says to you, Where is the mekom linah
(guest room)where I may conduct the Pesach Seder withmy talmidim?

12And that one will show you a large aliyyah having been furnished: there prepare the
Seder.

13And having departed, they found things just as he had told them, and they prepared
the Seder.

14And when the hour came, he reclined at tish and the Moshiachʼs Shlichim were with
him.

15 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, With great tshuka (deep and sincere
desire, longing) I have desired to eat this Pesach with you before I suffer.

16For I say to you, I may by nomeans eat it until it is fulfilled in theMalchut HASHEM.
17 And having taken the Cup of Redemption, having made the bracha, Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach said, Take this, and share it among yourselves.
18For I say to you, from now on by nomeans shall I drink from the p'ri hagefen until the

Malchut HASHEM comes.
19 And having taken the Afikoman and having made the hamotzi, Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach broke the matzah and gave it to them, saying, This is my BASAR‡ being given
for you: this do in zikaron (remembrance) of me.§

20AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach took the kos (cup) similarly after they ate, saying, This
kos (cup) is HaBrit HaChadasha inmy dahm, being shed for you.*

21Nevertheless, hinei, the hand of the one betrayingme is withme on the tish (table).†
22Because the Bar Enosh‡ indeed goes according to the thing having been determined:

but oy to that man through whom he is betrayed.
23And they began to discuss among themselves who then it might be among them that

would do this.
24And there came about also a dispute among them, as to which of them seemed to be

the Gadol.
25 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, The melachim (kings) of the Goyim

domineer themand the ones having shlita (control) over theGoyimare called benefactors.
26But with you it is not so, but he of the Gedolim among you, let him be as the youngest,

and he of the Manhigim, as the one serving.
27 For who is HaGadol? The one reclining at tish or the one serving? Is it not the one

reclining at tish? But I am in yourmidst as one serving.
28But you are the ones having remained withme inmy nisyonos (temptations).
29 And I assign shlita (authority) to you, just as Avi assigned shlita to me; a Malchut

(Kingdom),
30 That you may eat and drink at my tish in my Malchut, and you will sit upon kissot

(thrones) judging the Shneym Asar Shivtei Yisroel (Twelve Tribes of Yisroel).
31 Shim'on, Shim'on, hinei, HaSatan asked for you, to sift you like wheat.§
32 But I davened for you, that your emunah may not fail: and when you have made

teshuva, give chizzuk to your Achim b'Moshiach.
33 But Shim'on Kefa said to him, Adoni, with you I am prepared even to go to the beis

hasohar, even to die al kiddush ha-Shem.
34But Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said, I say to you, a tarnegolwill not crowhayomuntil

shalosh pe'amim you, Kefa, will make hakhchashah (denial) of your daas of me.
35He said to them,When I sent youwithout amoney belt and a bag and sandals, did you

lack anything? And they said, Nothing.
36Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, But now theonehaving amoneybelt, let him

take it; likewise also a bag; and the one not having, let him sell his kaftan and let him buy
a cherev.
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37 For I say to you, that it is necessary that what stands written be fulfilled in me, VES
POSHEIM NIMNAH*(and with lawless persons he was numbered). For indeed what was
written about me is being fulfilled.

38And they said, Adoni, hinei, here are shtei charavot (two swords). And Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach said to them, It is enough.

39And having gone out, he went according to his kvius (regimen) to the Har HaZeytim,
and his talmidim followed him also.

40 And having come to the place, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Daven and
offer tefillos, lest you enter lidey nisayon†(into temptation).

41AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhadwithdrawnfromthemabouta stoneʼs throw, and,
having fallen down, he was davening,

42 Saying, Avi, im yirtzeh HASHEM, if You are willing, take this kos (cup) away from me.
Nevertheless not the ratzon of me but rtzonecha (Thywill) be done.‡

43And amalachmin HaShomayim appeared to him, strengthening him.
44And having been in agony, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwas daveningmore fervently;

and his sweat became like drops of dahm falling down upon the adamah.
45 And having got up from davening and having come to the talmidim, he found them

sleeping, because of agmat nefesh (grief).
46And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Why are you sleeping? Get up, daven,

lest you enter lidey nisayon (into temptation).
47Yet as he was speaking, hinei, a multitude! And going at their head was the one being

called Yehudah, one of the Shneym Asar, and he drew near to Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach
to give him a neshikah (kiss).

48And RebbeMelech HaMoshiach said to him, Yehudah, do youwith a neshikah the Bar
Enosh§ betray?

49But having seen what was coming, the ones around Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said,
Adoni, should we strike with the cherev (sword)?

50And a certain one of them struck the eved (servant) of the Rashei Hakohanim and cut
off his right ear.

51And, in reply, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Blaib shtein! (Stop!) No more of this!
And having touched the ear, he healed him.

52And Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said to the ones having come against him, the Rashei
Hakohanim and the Beis Hamikdash shomrim and the Ziknei HaAm, Do you have the
chutzpah to come out as against a ganav (thief)with charavot and clubs?

53YomYom (Daily) Iwaswith you in theBeisHamikdashandyoudidnot stretchout your
hands againstme, but this is yourhour and the shlita of choshech (powerof evil, sitraahra).

54And having seized Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, they led him away and brought him
into the bais of the Kohen Gadol. And Kefa was following from a distance.

55And some kindled a hadlakah (bonfire) in the middle of the courtyard, and having sat
down together, Kefa was sitting in their midst.

56And a certain shifcha, seeing him sitting in the light of the hadlakah (bonfire), staring
intently at Kefa, said, And this one was with him.

57But Kefa denied it, saying, I do not have daas of him, isha.
58And after a short while, another, having seen him, said, And you are of them! But Kefa

said, Man, I am not!
59 And about one hour had passed, and still another was insisting, saying, Beemes (in

actuality) this one was with him also, for he also is a Gelili (inhabitant of the Galil)!
60 But Kefa said, Ben Adam, I do not have daas what you are saying. And immediately,

while Kefa was speaking, a tarnegol crowed.
61And having turned, Adoneinu looked at Kefa, and Kefa was reminded of the dvar of

Moshiach Adoneinu when he said to him, Before the tarnegol crows hayom (today) you
will make hakhchashah (denial) of me shalosh pe'amim.

62And having gone outside Kefa wept bitterly.
63And themen, the ones having Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in custody, were ridiculing

and beating him.
64And having blindfolded him, they were setting a she'elah in front of him, saying, Give

a dvar nevuah, who is the one having given you a klap (blow)?
65 And with much other Chillul HASHEM gadfanut they were speaking against Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach.

* 22:37 Isa 53:12 † 22:40Mt 6:13 ‡ 22:42Mt 6:10 § 22:48Moshiach, Dan 7:13-14



LUKAS 22:66 1162 LUKAS 23:24

66 And when boker came, the Ziknei HaAm were gathered together, both the Rashei
Hakohanim and the Sofrim, and they led him away to their Sanhedrin,

67 Saying, If you are the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, tell us. But he said to them, If I say
this to you, you will by nomeans have emunah.

68And if I set a she'elah before you, you will by nomeans give answer.
69But from now on the Bar Enosh* will be YOSHEV LIMIN at the gevurat HASHEM.†
70And everyone said, Then you are theBenHaElohim? Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said,

You are saying that I am.
71 And to them they said, Why still do we have need of an eidus (witness)? For we

ourselves heard from his peh (mouth)!

23
1 And the whole multitude of them got up and led Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach before

Pilate.
2 And they began to accuse him saying, This one we found misleading our nation and

making it asur to pay taxes to Caesar and calling himself Moshiach and that he is to be a
Melech.

3And Pilate cross-examined him, saying, Are you theMelech HaYehudim? And in reply,
he said to him, You say so?

4And Pilate said to the Rashei Hakohanim and the multitudes, I find no ashmah (guilt)
in this man.

5 But they were insisting, saying, He incites the people, from where he began with his
torah (teaching), throughout all of Yehudah, from the Galil even to this place.

6Andwhen Pilate heard this, he askedwhether themanwas a Gelili (an inhabitant of the
Galil).

7 And having learned that he is under the jurisdiction of Herod, he sent him to Herod,
whowas also in Yerushalayim during those days.

8And Herod, having laid eyes on Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach, had great simcha. For he
was for a long time wanting to see him, because he keeps hearing things about him and
was hoping to watch some ot (miraculous sign) being performed by him.

9And Herod was questioning himwithmanywords, but he answered him nothing.
10And the Rashei Hakohenim and the Sofrim had stood by vehemently accusing Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach.
11And having treated him with contempt, Herod with his chaiyalim also ridiculed him,

having clothed him in an elegant royal robe. So they thus sent back him to Pilate.
12And Herod and Pilate became fast friends with one another on that very day, for they

were previously at enmity toward each other.
13And Pilate, when he had assembled the Rashei Hakohanim and themanhigim and the

people,
14 Said to them, You brought to me this man causing the people to rise up in mered

(revolt), and, hinei, I have cross-examined him before you and I found nothing in thisman
of the crime of which youmake accusations against him.

15 And neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us, and, hinei, nothing worthy of
mishpat mavet has been done by him.

16Therefore, having disciplined him, I will release him. [
17Now hewas obliged to release to them one at the Chag (Festival).]
18But theycriedoutwithonekol, saying,Awaywith thisone! Andrelease tousBar-Abba!
19 (Bar-Abba was a man who was thrown into the beis hasohar, because of some

insurrection which occurred in HaIr as well as a retzach.)
20And again Pilate addressed them, wishing to release RebbeMelech HaMoshiach.
21 But they were crying out saying, Let him be talui al HaEtz! Let him be hanged on

HaEtz!*
22And a paam shlishit (third time), Pilate said to them, Butwhat raah did this one do? No

crime worthy of mavet did I find in him. Therefore, having disciplined him, I will release
him.

23 But they insisted with a kol gadol demanding him to be hanged on HaEtz and their
voices were roiv (the larger portion) prevailing.

24And Pilate decided that their demand be accomplished.
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25And Pilate released the one they were requesting, the one who had been thrown into
thebeishasoharonaccountof an insurrectionandretzach, butRebbeMelechHaMoshiach
he delivered over to their ratzon.

26 And as they led him away, having seized a certain Shim'on, a Cyrenian, coming in
from the country, they put upon him Moshiachʼs Etz to carry, following Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach.

27And a great multitude of HaAm were following him and nashim, who were acting as
avelim, lamenting for him.

28And having turned to them, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach said, Benot HaYerushalayim
(Daughters of Yerushalayim), stop weeping for me; weep for yourselves and for your
yeladim,

29Because, hinei, yamim are coming in which they will say, Ashrey are the barren and
the wombs which did not bear and the breasts which did not nurse.

30Then they will begin to say to themountain, Fall on us! And to the hills, Bury us.†
31Because if while an etz (tree) is green they do these things, what may happen when it

is dry?‡
32And twoPOSHA'IM§(criminals, resha'im)werealsobeing ledawaywithRebbe,Melech

HaMoshiach to be executed.
33And when they came upon the place being called The Skull, there they hanged each

on his etz, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach and the POSHA'IM (criminals), one on the right, and
one on the left.

34But RebbeMelech HaMoshiachwas saying, Abba, grant selicha to them, for they have
no daas of what they are doing. And dividing up his garments, VAPPILU GORAL (they cast
lots).*

35 And HaAm had stood watching. And the manhigim were mocking him also, saying,
Others he saved, let him save himself, if this one is the Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach of
HASHEM, the Bechir HASHEM.†

36 And the chaiyalim also ridiculed him as they approached, offering CHOMETZ‡(wine
vinegar) to him,§

37and saying, If you are HaMelech HaYehudim, save yourself.
38And there was also an inscription over him, THIS IS HAMELECH HAYEHUDIM.
39 And one of the POSHA'IM (criminals) having been hanged with him was speaking

Chillul HASHEM gadfanut against him, saying, Are you not the RebbeMelechHaMoshiach?
40Save yourself and us. And in reply the other, rebuking him, said, Do you not have yirat

Shomayim? For you are under the same gezar din (verdict) of harshaah (condemnation as
guilty).

41 And this is a just gezar din against us, for we deserve what we are getting for our
ma'asim (deeds). But this one did nothing rah.

42And he was saying, Adoni, remembermewhen you come into yourMalchut.
43And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Omein, I say to you, hayom (today) you

will be withme in Gan Eden.
44 It was already the sixth hour* and choshech was over the whole land until the ninth

hour.†
45 The shemesh being obscured; and the Parochet‡ in the Beis Hamikdash was torn in

two.§
46 And having cried out with a kol gadol, he said, Abba, BYADCHA AFKID RUCHI (into

your hands I commitmy ruach).* And this having said, he breathed out his last.
47 And the centurion who saw the thing that happened was saying, Baruch HASHEM,

surely this manwas a Tzaddik.
48 And when all the hamon (crowd) that had assembled at this spectacle had observed

the things that had happened, they went away beating their chests.
49And all his acquaintances stood at a distance and the nashim, the ones following him

from the Galil, observed these things.
50And, hinei, aman by name Yosef being amember of the Sanhedrin, and an ish tov and

a tzaddik,
51 (This one had not consented to their cheshbon and action) came from Ramatayim, a

shtetl of Yehudah. He was waiting expectantly for theMalchut HASHEM.
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52He approached Pilate, and asked for the gufat Yehoshua.†
53And, having taken down geviyyato (his body), he wrapped it in a linen‡ and placed it

in a hewn kever (tomb)where not anyone had yet been laid.§
54And it was nearly Erev Shabbat, Shabbos was drawing near.
55And following along after, the nashimwhohad come out of the Galil with him, saw the

kever (tomb) and how his NEVELAH*(body)was laid.†
56And having returned, they prepared spices and ointments.
And on Shabbos they rested according to themitzvah (commandment).‡

24
1But on Yom HaRishon, the first day of the shavua (week), very early in the boker, they

went to the kever (tomb) bringing what spices they prepared.
2But they found the even (stone) having been rolled away from the kever (tomb),
3 and, having entered, they did not find geviyyato*(his body) of the Rebbe Melech

HaMoshiach Adoneinu.†
4 It came aboutwhile theywere perplexed about this, indeed, hinei, shnayim (two), who

were garmented in dazzling robes, stood by them.
5And having become terrified, the nashim bowed their faces to the ground. They said to

the nashim,Why are you seeking HaChai (the One living) among HaMesim?
6 He is not here, he kam (stood up) litechiyyah (to come to life again). Have zikaron

(recollection) how he spoke to you while he was still in the Galil,
7Saying, It is necessary for theBar Enosh‡ to be delivered over into thehands of anashim

chote'im and to be talui al HaEtz§(to be hanged on the Tree), and on HaYom HaShlishi to
stand up alive again.

8And they remembered the words of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
9And having returned from the kever (tomb), they reported all these things to the Achad

Asar (the Eleven) and to all the others.
10Now there were Miryam of Magdala and Yochanah and Miryam the Em (mother) of

Ya'akov, and the otherswith them. Theywere telling theMoshiachʼs Shlichim these things,
11And these words of theirs appeared to the Moshiachʼs Shlichim as utter narrishkait,

and the Shlichim had no emunah in what they said.
12 Kefa got up and ran to the kever (tomb). And when he bent over, Kefa sees the

tachrichim linen clothes only, and he departed wondering to himself with tzorich iyun
(unresolved puzzlement) about the thing that had happened.

13And, hinei, shnayim (two)of themthat samedaywere traveling toa shtetl beingdistant
sixty stadia from Yerushalayim, a shtetl the name of which is Ammaus.

14And theywere speaking to oneanother concerning all these things that hadhappened.
15And it came aboutwhile theywere talking and discussing these things that also Rebbe

Melech HaMoshiach himself had come near and was traveling along with them,
16 But the eynayim (eyes) of them were prevented from recognizing Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach.
17 And he said to them, What devarim (words) are these which you are exchanging

with one another as you are walking along? And they stood with a look of agmat nefesh
(tzubrochen, broken-hearted).

18 And in reply one, Cleopas by name, said to him, Are you the only one visiting
Yerushalayim that does not have daas of the things that have happened in it in these days?

19And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, The things about Yehoshua
from Natzeret, who was a man, a navi, powerful in ma'aseh and dvar before HASHEM and
all HaAm,

20 And how both our Kohanim HaGedolim and minhagim delivered him over to a
mishpat mavet and how on HaEtz they hanged him.*

21But we were holding the tikvah that he is the one to bring the Geulah of Yisroel. Ken,
and besides all this, it is nowHaYomHaShlishi vibahlt (since) these things took place.

22 Also some nashim (women) in our number astounded us. They came to the kever
(tomb, Rebbeʼs ohel) early this morning,
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23And not having found geviyyato (his body),† the nashim (women) came saying also to
have seen a chazon (vision, appearance) of malachim (angels)who say he lives.

24And some of the ones with us departed to the kever (tomb), and they found it so, just
as also the nashim (women) said, but him they did not see.

25And Moshiach said to them, O foolish ones and slow in lev (heart) to have emunah in
all which the Neviim spoke.

26Was it not necessary for the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to suffer these things and to
enter into his kavod (glory)?

27Andhavingbegun fromMosheRabbenuand fromall theNeviim, heexplained to them
in all the Kitvei Hakodesh the things concerning himself.‡

28And they drew near to the shtetl where they were traveling and he acted as though to
travel vaiter (farther).

29And they strongly urged him saying, Stay with us, because it is towards erev and the
yom has declined already. And he entered to stay with them.

30And it came about, while he was reclining at tish with them, having taken thematzot,
hemade the hamotzi, and, with the betziat halechem (the breaking of the bread)he handed
it to them.

31And the eynayim of themwere opened, and they had daas, recognizing him. And just
then he became invisible to them.

32 And they said to one another, Were not our levavot burning within us as he was
speaking to us on the derech, as he was opening to us the Kitvei Hakodesh?

33 And getting up that very hour, they returned to Yerushalayim, and they found the
Achad Asar (Eleven) gathered together and those with them,

34 Saying that beemes (really) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu was mamash
(definitely)made to stand up alive and he tahke (actually) appeared to Shim'on.

35And they were explaining the things on the derech and how he was made known to
them in the hisgalus of the betziat halechem.

36Andwhile theywere speaking these things, he stood in themidst of them, and he says
to them, Shalom Aleichem.

37 But having been startled and having been terrified, they were thinking they saw a
ruach (spirit).

38And he said to them, Why have you been troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
levavot?

39 You see my hands and my feet that I am myself. Touch me and see, because a ruach
does not have basar and atzamot (bones) as you seeme having.

40And having said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.§
41Andwhile in their simcha theywere still disbelieving and astonished, he said to them,

Have you some okhel here?
42And they gave him part of a broiled dag (fish).
43And having taken it, in front of them, he ate it.
44And he said to them, These aremy devarimwhich I spoke to youwhile still beingwith

you, that it is necessary that all the things having been written in the Torah of Moshe and
the Neviim and the Tehillim about me* to be fulfilled.†

45Then he opened their minds to have binah (understanding) of the Kitvei Hakodesh.
46 And he said to them, Thus it has been written, that the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

must suffer his histalkus (passing) and come back to life again from HaMesim on HaYom
HaShlishi,

47And teshuva for the selicha (forgiveness) of chattaim (sins) is to be preached b'Shemof
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to all the Nations, beginning from Yerushalayim.

48You are to be edim (witnesses) of these things.
49And, hinei, I send the havtachah of Avi to you; but you sit in HaIr (the City) until you

may be clothed with oz (power) from on High.
50And he led them outside as far as Beit-Anyah, and having lifted up his hands, he said

a bracha over them.
51Andwhile he said the bracha over them, he departed from them, being taken up in an

aliyah ascent to Shomayim.
52And they, having reverenced him in worship,‡ returned to Yerushalayimwith simcha

gedolah.
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53And they were continually in the Beis Hamikdash praising HASHEM.
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Besuras Hageulah according to Yochanan
1 Bereshis (in the Beginning) was the Dvar HASHEM,* and the Dvar HASHEM was agav

(along with, etzel)†HASHEM, and the Dvar HASHEM was nothing less, by nature, than
Elohim!‡

2Bereshis (in the Beginning) this Dvar HASHEMwas with HASHEM.§
3 All things through him came to be, and without him came to be not one thing which

came into being.*
4 In himwas Chayyim (Life) and the Chayyim (Life)was the Ohr (Light) of Bnei Adam.†
5And the Ohr shines in the choshech,‡ and the choshech did not grasp it.§
6There came an ish haElohim (a man of G-d), having been sent from HASHEM. His name

was Yochanan.
7This Yochanan came for an eidus (witness), that hemight give solemn edut (testimony)

about the Ohr, that kol Bnei Adammight have emunah through him.
8 This ish haElohim was not the Ohr, but he came that he might give solemn edut

(testimony) about the Ohr.
9 The Ohr, the Ohr HaAmitti (the True Light), which gives rational haskalah (enlighten-

ment) to kol Bnei Adam (all mankind), was coming into the OlamHazeh.
10He was in the Olam Hazeh, the Olam (world) came to be through him;* yet the Olam

Hazeh did not recognize him.
11 He came to his own, and his own were not mekabel (accepting) the Kabbalus

HaMalchus of him.†
12But as many as him lekabel pnei Moshiach (receive him asMoshiach), to them he gave

the tokef (authority) to become in fact yeladim haElohim.‡
13 He gave this tokef to the ones whose being born was not by the agency of natural

descent, nor by the ratzon (will) of basar (fallen humannature), nor by the ratzon of a gever
(male)— rather, to the ones born of G-d.§

14 And the Dvar HASHEM did mitgashem (become bodily) and made his Sukkah, his
Mishkan (Tabernacle) among us,* and we† gazed upon his Shekhinah,‡ the Shekhinah of
the Ben Yachid from ElohimHaAv, full of HASHEMʼs Chesed v'Emes.

15 And Yochanan gives solemn edut (testimony) about him and has cried out, This was
he about whom I said, Hu HaBah (He who comes)§ after me is really before me in priority,
because, before I came to be, he was.*

16For from the kol melo (all the plentitude) of himwe all received Chesed upon Chesed.
17 Because the matan Torah (giving of the Torah) was graciously bestowed through

Moshe,† but Chesed and Emes of HASHEM came through [Rebbe], Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua.‡

18No one has ever seen HASHEM.§ It is Elohim the Ben Yachid,* it is he, the one being in
the kheyk (bosom) of HaAv, this one is HASHEMʼs definitive midrash (exegesis).

19 And this is the solemn edut (testimony) of Yochanan, when those of Yehudah sent
kohanim and L'viim from Yerushalayim to him that they might ask him, Mi atah? (Who
are you?).

20Yochananmade hoda'a (confession, admission)— he did not fail to make hoda'a— and
said clearly, I am not the†Melech HaMoshiach.

21And they asked Yochanan,What, then? Are you Eliyahu HaNavi? And Yochanan says,
I am not. Are you the Navi?‡ And he answered, Lo (No).

22They said then to him,Mi atah? Thatwemay give a teshuvah (answer) to the oneswho
sent us. What do you say about yourself?

23Yochanan said, I am a KOL KOREY BAMIDBAR, make straight the DERECHHASHEM!§
as Yeshayah HaNavi said.

* 1:1 Isa 55:11; Gn 1:3 † 1:1 Prov 8:30; 30:4 ‡ 1:1 Ps 56:10 [11]; Yn 17:5; Rv 19:13 i.e., theMa'amarMemra § 1:2
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Isa 53:3 ‡ 1:12 Dt 14:1 § 1:13 Yn 3:3,7 * 1:14 Isa 7:14 † 1:14 Shlichim, 1Y 1:1-2 ‡ 1:14 Ex 33:18; 40:34;

Isa 60:1-2 § 1:15 Gn 49:10; Ezek 21:27 * 1:15 Yn 8:58 † 1:17 Rabbeinu; Dt 32:46; Ex 31:18; 34:28 ‡ 1:17

Ex 34:6; Ps 25:10; 40:11; 85:11; Yn 1:49 § 1:18 Ex 33:20 * 1:18who shares the nature of HASHEM, the Chochmah

Ben Elohim at his side, see very importantly Prov 8:30; 30:4 † 1:20 Rebbe, ‡ 1:21 Dt 18:15,18 § 1:23 Isa 40:3,
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24And the ones that had been sent were of the Perushim.
25 And the Perushim asked Yochanan, If you are not the [Rebbe], Melech HaMoshiach

nor Eliyahu nor the Navi, then why do you administer themikvehmayimʼs tevilah?
26Yochanan answered the Perushim, I give a tevilah in a mikveh mayim; among you is

standing one of whom you do not have da'as.
27HuHaBah (hewho comes),* that is, Hewho comes afterme, is one that I amnotworthy

even to untie the thong of his sandal.
28 These events took place in Beit-Anyah (Bethany), beyond the Yarden River, which

Yochananwas using as amikvehmayim in which to administer the tevilah.
29On the next day, Yochanan sees Yehoshua coming to him, and Yochanan says, Hinei!

The Seh HaElohim,† the one carrying away the avonot HaOlamHazeh (sins of this world).‡
30 This is he about whom I said, After me comes an ISH§ who is really before me in

priority, because, before I came to be, he was.*
31And I did not recognize him, but that he might be manifested to Klal Yisroel, I came,

therefore, administering themikvehmayimʼs tevilah.
32And Yochanan gave solemn edut, I have seen the Ruach Hakodesh descending like a

yonah out of Shomayim and remaining upon him.†
33 And I did not recognize him, but the One who sent me to give the mikveh mayimʼs

tevilah said to me, Uponwhomever you see the Ruach Hakodesh descending and remain-
ing, this is the One giving the tevilah in the Ruach Hakodesh.‡

34 And I have seen and I have given solemn edut (testimony) that this One is the Ben
HaElohim.§

35On the next day, Yochananwas standing with two of his talmidim.
36 And as Yochanan watched Yehoshua walking by, Yochanan says, Hinei the Seh

HaElohim!*
37And the two talmidim heard Yochanan speaking, and they followed after him.
38Whenhe turned and saw them following, he says to them,Mah tevakkeshun (What do

you seek)? And they said to him, Rebbe (whichmeans, being translated, myMaster Moreh
[teacher]), where is yourmekommegurim (dwelling place)?

39And he says to them, Bo'u u're'u! (Come and see!) They went, therefore, and saw his
mekom megurim, and remained with him that day. The hour was about the tenth (four
o'clock in the afternoon).

40One of the two was the achi Shim'on Kefa. His name was Andrew. He was one of the
twowho heard Yochanan and followed him.

41 Andrew first finds his own achi Shim'on Kefa and says to him, We have found the
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach! — the word, being translated, means “Messiah”.†

42Andrew led Shim'on to Yehoshua. When Yehoshua gazed at Shim'on, he said, You are
Shim'on Bar-Yonah. You will be called Kefa, which is translated Petros.‡

43On the next day he wanted to go out into the Galil, and he finds Philippos, and says to
Philippos, Followme.§

44Now Philippos was from Beit-Tzaidah, the shtetl of Andrew and Kefa.
45Philippos findsNatan'el and says to him,HewhomMoshe*wrote of in the Sefer Torah,

he whom the Nevi'im also wrote of — Yehoshua ben Yosef [ben Dovid], from Natzeret we
have found!†

46 And Natan'el said to Philippos, Can anything good come out of Natzeret?‡ Philippos
says to Natan'el, Bo'u u're'u! (Come and see!)§

47 Yehoshua saw Natan'el coming to him, and he says, Hinei a genuine Ben Yisroel, in
whom is noMIRMAH (deceit).*

48Natan'el says to him, How do you have da'as of me? In reply, Yehoshua said to him,
Before you received your kri'ah (call) from Philippos, while you were beneath the etz
hate'enah†(fig tree), I watched you.

49 In reply, Natan'el said to him, Rebbe, you are the Ben HaElohim,‡ the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach of Yisroel.
* 1:27 i.e., the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach who is coming into the Olam Hazeh † 1:29 Gn 22:8; Ex 12:5-13; Isa 53:7
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‡ 1:33 Yoel 3:1 § 1:34 2Sm7:14; Ps 2:7; 1Chr 17:10-14; Prov 8:30; 30:4 * 1:36Gn 22:8; Ex 12:5-13; Isa 53:7 † 1:41
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50 In reply, Yehoshua said to Natan'el, Because I told you that I watched you beneath the
etz hate'enah, do you have emunah (faith)? Greater than these things you will see.

51Andhesays toNatan'el, Omein, omein, I say toyou, youwill seeShomayimhavingbeen
opened andmalachim (angels) of HASHEM ascending and descending on the Bar Enosh.§

2
1On Yom HaShelishi, there was a Chasunoh (Wedding Feast) in Kanah in the Galil; and

the Em (Mother) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was there.
2He and his talmidimwere also invited to the Chasunoh (Wedding Feast).
3Andwhen yayin (wine)was lacking, the Em of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him,

They do not have yayin.
4And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to her, Mah lanu valach, Isha?* My sha'ah (hour,

time) has not yet come.†
5 The Em of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to the mesharetim, Asher yomar lakhem

ta'asu (Dowhatever he tells you).‡
6 Now there were shesh (six) stone water jars lying there. These were for the Jewish

tohorot, each holding twenty to thirty gallons.
7Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Fill with mayim. And they filled them up to

the top.
8Andhe says to them,Drawnowandbring to theRoshHaMesibba (Headof theReception,

Feast). And they brought it.
9And when the Rosh HaMesibba tasted the mayim having become yayin, and when he

did not have da'as of where it came from— but themesharetim had da'as, the ones having
drawn the water— the Rosh HaMesibba summoned the Choson (Bridegroom).

10And theRoshHaMesibba says tohim, Everyone sets out theyayinhatovfirst, andwhen
they have become drunk, he sets out the inferior; you have kept the yayin hatov until now.

11This was the reshit (beginning) of the otot (miraculous signs) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach accomplished in Kanah of the Galil, and he manifested the kavod (glory) of him,
v'ya'aminu bo (and they put their faith in him).§

12After this he went down to K'far-Nachum and the Em of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
and the achim and his talmidim also, and there they remained not many yamim (days).

13 And Pesach was fast approaching, and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went up to
Yerushalayim.*

14And he found in the Beis Hamikdash the ones selling oxen and sheep and doves† and
the coin-dealers sitting.‡

15And having made a shot (whip) out of ropes Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach drove all of
themout of theBeisHamikdash, both the sheepand the cattle. Healsopouredout the coins
of themachalifei hakesafim (money-changers) and overturned their tishen (tables).

16And to the ones selling doves, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said, Take these things from
here. Do not make the Bais Avi a bais hasokharim (house of merchants).§

17 The talmidim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach remembered that it had been written,
KINAT BETECHA AKHALATNI (Zeal for Your bais hath consumedme).*

18 In reply, those of Yehudah then said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, What ot (miracu-
lous sign) do you show us for these things you do?

19 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Bring churban to this heikhal and
in shloshah yamim† I will raise it.

20 Those of Yehudah then said, In forty and six years this Heikhal was built and you in
shloshah yamimwill raise it?

21But that one was speaking about the heikhal of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs basar.‡
22Therefore, when he underwent the Techiyas HaMoshiach (Resurrection of the Moshi-

ach), his talmidim remembered that this hewas saying and v'ya'aminu§(and they put their
faith) in the Kitvei Hakodesh* and the dvar which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said.

23AndwhenRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas in Yerushalayimduring Pesach at the Chag
(Feast),many fromYehudahhademunah (faith) inha-ShemofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,
seeing his otot (miraculous signs)which he was doing.

§ 1:51 i.e, Moshiach Dan 7:13-14; Zeph 3:15; Gn 28:12 * 2:4 Gn 3:15 † 2:4 Mt 26:18,27-28 ‡ 2:5 Gn 41:55
§ 2:11 Ex 14:31 * 2:13Dt 16:1-6 † 2:14 Lv 1:14; Dt 14:26 ‡ 2:14Dt 14:25 § 2:16 Zech 14:21 * 2:17 Ps 69:9
† 2:19 Jon 2:1; Hos 6:2 ‡ 2:21Gn 47:18; Ps 16:9-10; Job 19:25-27; Isa 53:10-11 § 2:22 Ex 14:31 * 2:22 Ps 16:9-10
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24 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was not entrusting himself to them, because he had
da'as of kol Bnei Adam.

25And he had no need that anyone should give solemn edut (testimony) about them,† for
he knewwhat was in Bnei Adam.‡

3
1Now therewas aman of the Perushim. His namewas RavNakdimon, a* katzin (leader)

of the Yehudim.
2 This one came to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach under cover of lailah and said to him,

Rabbi, we have da'as that you are a moreh from HASHEM having come, for no one is able
these otot (miraculous signs) to do, which you do, unless HASHEM is with him.

3 In reply, he said to him, Omein, omein, I say to you, unless someone is born anew,† he
is not able to see theMalchut HASHEM.

4Rav Nakdimon says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, How is a man, being old, able to be
born? Surely he is not able into the womb of immo a second time to enter and to be born?

5 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Omein, omein, I say to you: unless someone
is born ofmayim‡ andRuachHakodesh,§ he is not able to enter into theMalchutHASHEM.*

6That which is born of basar is basar, and that which is born of the Ruach is ruach.
7Do not marvel that I said to you, It is necessary for you to be born again, born anew.
8 The ruach (wind, Spirit) blows where it wishes, and the sound of it you hear, but you

do not have da'as of where it comes from andwhere it goes;† so it is with everyone having
been born of the Ruach Hakodesh.‡

9 In reply, RavNakdimon said to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, How is it possible for these
things to happen?

10 In reply, he said to him, You hold the teaching office of rabbi, ofmoreh b'Yisroel and of
these things you do not have da'as?

11Omein, omein, I say to you, that of which we have da'as we speak, and of that which
we have seen, we give solemn edut (testimony), and the solemn edut of us you [pl.] do not
receive.

12 If I told you [pl.] about things of the Olam Hazeh and you have no emunah, how will
you have emunah if I tell you about the things of the OlamHaba?

13 And no one has ascended into Shomayim except the one having descended out of
Shomayim, the Bar Enosh.§

14And as Moshe lifted up the nachash in the wilderness,* so it is necessary for there to
be a hagbah (lifting up) of the Bar Enosh.†

15That everyone having emunah‡ in himmay have Chayyei Olam.§
16ForHASHEM sohadahavah (agape) for theOlamHazeh thatHASHEMgave thematanah

(gift)* of HASHEMʼs Ben Yechid,† so that whosoever has emunah in himmay not be ne'evad
(lost, perish, be ruinedwith destruction), but find Chayyei Olam.‡

17 For HASHEM did not send the Ben HaElohim into the Olam Hazeh that he might judge
the OlamHazeh, but that the OlamHazehmight be brought to the Geulah (Redemption) of
the OlamHaba through him (Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach).§

18 The one of emunah who is mekabel Moshiach (accepting the person of the Bar Enosh,
Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach) is not judged; but the onewithout emunahwho is notmekabel
Moshiach, already has been judged and given the psak din (verdict) of “condemned,”
because he has no emunah in the Shem of the Ben Yachid of HASHEM.

19And this is the psak din, that the Ohr has come into the Olam Hazeh, and Bnei Adam
had ahavah for the choshech rather than for the Ohr, for their ma'asimwere ra'im (evil).*

20 For everyone walking in the derech resha'im has sin'as chinom (baseless hatred) for
the Ohr and does not come to the Ohr, lest his ma'asim be exposed.†

21 But the one doing HaEmes comes to the Ohr that his ma'asim hamitzot may be
manifested, that they have been wrought in HASHEM.

22After these things Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and his talmidim came into the land of
Yehudah, and there hewas stayingwith them andwas giving themikvehmayimʼs tevilah.
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23And Yochananwas also giving the tevilah near Shalem at Einayim, because there was
plenty of water there for a mikveh, and the Yehudim were coming and submitting to the
tevilah.

24Yochanan had not yet been incarcerated in the beit hasohar (prison).
25 There was then a discussion of Yochananʼs talmidim with one of the Yehudim about

the subject of tohorah (purification).
26And they came to Yochanan and said to him, Rabbi, he who was with you beyond the

Yarden, the one to whom you have given solemn edut, hinei, this one gives the mikveh
mayimʼs tevilah and kol Bnei Adam come to him.

27 In reply, Yochanan said, Aman is not able to receive anything, unless it has been given
to him from Shomayim.

28 You yourselves stand as eidus (witness) to me, that I said I am not the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, but I have been sent gevorn forois before him (forerunner).‡

29 The one having the Kallah (bride) is the Choson (Bridegroom),§ but the Shoshvin (the
Chosonʼs bestman), the onehaving stood andhearing himwith simcha, rejoices because of
the kol (voice) of the Choson (Bridegroom). Therefore, this simcha of mine has beenmade
sheleimah (complete).

30 It is necessary for that one* to increase, but for me to decrease.
31Theonecoming fromabove (Moshiach) is overall; theonebeing fromOlamHazeh is of

OlamHazehandof theOlamHazehhe speaks;HuHabah (Hewhocomes),† fromShomayim
is over all.

32 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gives solemn edut (testimony) to that which he has seen
and heard, yet no one receives his eidus.

33 The one who is mekabel Moshiachʼs eidus has thereby set his chotam of attestation
that HASHEM is Emes.

34ForhewhomHASHEMsent speaks theDivreiHASHEM, forHegives theRuachHakodesh
without measure.‡

35 Elohim HaAv (the Father) has ahavah (love) for HaBen§ and has given all things into
his hand.

36Theonewithemunah in theBen [HaElohim]hasChayyeiOlam; but theonedisobeying
the Ben [HaElohim] will not see Chayyim, but the Charon Af HASHEM remains on him.

4
1 Therefore when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach knew that the Perushim heard that he

makes more talmidim and administers the tevilah of teshuva to more talmidim than
Yochanan,

2 Although Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach himself did not personally administer the
mikvehmayimʼs tevilah— this was administered by his talmidim,

3Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach left the land of Yehudah and departed again into the
Galil.

4And it was necessary for him to pass through Shomron.
5Therefore, he comes into a city of Shomron being called Sh'khem near the field which

Ya'akov Avinu had given to Yosef Ben Ya'akov.*
6Now a be'er (well) of Ya'akov was there. Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having become

weary from his journey was sitting there at the be'er. The sha'ah (hour, time) was about
hashishit (the sixth, noon).

7An ishaof Shomroncomes todrawmayim. Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says toher, Give
me a drink.

8For Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiachʼs talmidim had gone away into the city that theymight
buy okhel.

9Therefore, the ishaof Shomron says toRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Howcanyou, being
a Yehudi, ask to be given a drink fromme, an isha (woman) from Shomron (Samaria)? (For
those who are Yehudim do not associate with those of Shomron).†

10 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to her, If you knew the matanah (gift) of
HASHEM and who it is saying to you, Give me a drink,‡ you would have asked him and he
would have given youMayim Chayyim (LivingWater).§

‡ 3:28Mal 3:1 § 3:29 i.e., Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach * 3:30Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach † 3:31 i.e., Moshiach
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11The isha (woman) says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, you have no bucket and
the be'er is deep. Fromwhere then do you have theMayim Chayyim?*

12Surely you are not greater than Ya'akov Avinuwho gave thematanah to us of the be'er
(well) and drank from it himself as did his banim (sons) and his tzon (flock)?

13 In reply, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said, Everyone drinking from thismayim (water)
will thirst again,

14 But whoever drinks of the mayim (water) which I will give to him will never thirst
again, but themayim (water)which I will give himwill become in him amakor†(fountain)
of mayim‡(water) springing up unto Chayyei Olam.

15The isha (woman) says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, giveme this mayim that
I may not thirst nor come here to drawmayim.

16Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to her, Go, call your ba'al (husband), and come back
here.

17 In reply, the isha (woman) said to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, I do not have a ba'al. He
says to her, Well you spoke, I do not have a ba'al.

18For beetzem (in fact) chamisha be'alim (five husbands) you had, and the one you have
now is not your ba'al (husband). What you have said is emes.§

19The isha says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, I see that you are a navi.
20Avoteinu on this mountain* worshiped† and you say that in Yerushalayim is the place

where it is necessary to worship.‡
21 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to her, Have emunah (faith), believe me, Isha. A

sha'ah (hour, time) comes when neither on this mountain nor in Yerushalayim§ will you
worship HaAv.*

22You worship that of which you do not have da'as;†we worship that of which we have
da'as, because Yeshu'at Eloheinu (salvation) is from the Yehudim.‡

23But a sha'ah is coming, and now is, when those of the true avodas kodeshwill worship
HaAv in the Ruach Hakodesh and in Emes, for indeed [Elohim] HaAv is seeking such to
worship Him.

24HASHEM is Ruach (Spirit) and it is necessary for the ones worshiping Him to worship
in Ruach and Emes.§

25 The isha says to him, I have da'as that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is coming, the one
being called theMessiah. When Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes, he will proclaim to us
everything.

26Yehoshua says to her, Ani Hu (I amHe), the one speaking to you.
27And at this very moment, the Moshiachʼs talmidim arrived, and they were marveling

that he was speaking with an isha. No one said, however, What are you seeking? Or, Why
do you speak with her?

28Therefore, the isha left her waterpot and went away into the city and says to the bnei
Adam of the city,

29Come, see an ishwho toldmeeverything I have everdone. Surely this one isMoshiach,
is he not?

30They came out of the city and were coming to him.
31Divaile (meanwhile), Moshiachʼs talmidimwere asking him, Rebbe, eat.
32But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, I have okhel (food) to eat* of which you

have no da'as.
33 Therefore, Moshiachʼs talmidim were saying to one another, Surely no one brought

him anything to eat?
34Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, My okhel (food) is that I may do the ratzon

(will) of the One having sent me andmay complete His ma'aseh (work).†
35Do not say, Yet arba'ah chodashim (four months) and then comes the katzir (harvest).

Hinei, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and see the sadot (fields) that they are white for the
katzir (harvest).

36The one harvesting receiveswages and gathers p'ri (fruit) unto Chayyei Olam, that the
one sowing and the other one harvestingmay have simcha together.

37For in this the saying is true, One sows and another reaps.‡
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38 I sent you to harvest that upon which you have not labored; others have labored and
you have entered into their labor.

39And from that city of Shomronmany had emunah in him, because of the solemn dvar
of the isha giving edut: He told me everything I have ever done.

40 Then when those of Shomron came to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, they were asking
him to remain with them, and he remained with them there two yamim.

41Andmanymoreput their emunah [inRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach], becauseofhisdvar
(word).

42 And to the isha they were saying, No longer because of what you spoke do we have
emunah (faith), for we ourselves have heard andwe have da'as that his one is be'emes the
Moshi'a HaOlam (the Savior, Go'el HaOlam).

43And after two yamim (days), he went out from there into the Galil.
44For Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach himself gave solemn edut (testimony) that a Navi does

not have kavod (honor) in his own country.
45 Therefore, when he came into the Galil, those of the Galil received Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, vi-bahlt (since) they had seen all which he did in Yerushalayim during the
Chag, for they also went to the Chag.

46 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came again into Kanah of the Galil where he made
the mayim (water) into yayin (wine). There was a certain royal official whose ben was
choleh (ill) in K'far-Nachum.

47This man, having heard that Yehoshua comes from the land of Yehudah into the Galil,
went to him andwas asking him to come down and cure the ben of him. For the yeledwas
about to die.

48 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Except you see otot (miraculous
signs) andmoftim (wonders), you will never have emunah (faith).§

49 The royal official says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, come down before my
yeled dies.

50 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Go! Bincha chai (your son lives)!* The man
had emunah (faith) in the dvar that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had said to him, and the
man departed.

51And as themanwas going, his avadimmet him, saying that themanʼs yeled lives.
52 Therefore, the man inquired from them the sha'ah (hour, time) in which the yeled

began to recover. Then they said to him, Etmol (yesterday) at the sha'ah hashevi'it (seventh
hour) the fever left him.

53 Therefore, the abba knew that it was the same sha'ah (hour, time) in which Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach said to him, Bincha chai! And theman had emunah and all his bais.

54Now this was ot hasheni (the secondmiraculous sign) that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
did after having come from the land of Yehudah to the Galil.

5
1After these things, therewas aChag (Feast) in YehudahandRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach

went up to Yerushalayim.
2Now there is in Yerushalayim at the Sha'ar HaTzon (Sheepgate)* a pool, the one being

called in Aramaic, Beit-Zata, having chamasha colonnades.
3 In these lay a multitude of invalids — ivrim (blind men), pisechim (lame persons),

paralyzed. [
4 For a malach HASHEM from time to time descended into the berekhah (pool) and

agitated the mayim; therefore, he who entered first after the agitation of the mayim,
becamewhole, whatever choli (disease, sickness) he was held by.]

5And there was a certain man there SHELOSHIM U'SHEMONEH SHANAH†(thirty-eight
years) having been in his machla (illness).

6 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, seeing this man lying there, and having da'as that the
man had been in this condition for a long time already, says to him, Do you want to have
refu'ah?‡

7 In reply, the choleh (sick one) said, Adoni, I have no one, when themayim is disturbed,
to put me into the pool. While I am coming, someone steps into the pool ahead of me.

8Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Rise up, take yourmat and walk.
9 And immediately the man received his refu'ah (healing) and took his mat and was

walking around.
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And that day was Shabbos.
10 So those of Yehudah were saying to the one having been granted refu'ah (healing), It

is Shabbos, so it is asur (prohibited), it is chillul Shabbos (desecration of Shabbat) for you to
carry yourmat.§

11 But the man in reply said to them, The one having given me refu'ah, that one said to
me, Take up yourmat and walk!

12They asked him,Who is haIsh (theman) telling you to take up yourmat and walk?
13 But the one having been granted refu'ah (healing) did not have da'as who it is, for

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach slipped away, there being amultitude in the place.
14After these things Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach finds him in the Beis Hamikdash, and

said to him, Hinei, you have received your refu'ah. No longer commit averos, for fear that
something worse happen to you.

15 The man went away and reported to the Yehudim that Yehoshua is the one having
granted him his refu'ah,

16 And, because of this, those of Yehudah brought redifah (persecution) upon Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, because these things he was doing on Shabbos.

17But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in reply, said to them, Avi until now is working and I
amworking.*

18 Because of this, therefore, those of Yehudah were seeking all the more to kill Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, because not only was he mechallel Shabbos, but also Rebbe was
saying that his own Avwas HASHEM, therebymaking himself equal with Elohim.†

19 In reply, therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying to them, Omein, omein, I
say to you, HaBen is not able to do anything fromhimself except what he sees HaAv doing,
for what things that One is doing, these things also HaBen likewise is doing.

20 For HaAv has ahavah for HaBen and all things He shows to him which He does and
ma'asim gedolim (greater works) than these He will show him that youmaymarvel.

21 For just as HaAv raises the Mesim (dead ones) and makes them alive, so also HaBen
makes alive whom hewills.‡

22For not even HaAv judges anyone, but all Mishpat HASHEM has given to HaBen,§
23 That kol Bnei Adam may honor HaBen as they honor HaAv. The one not honoring

HaBen does not honor HaAvwho sent him.*
24Omein, omein, I say to you, that the one, hearing my dvar and having emunah in the

One who sent me, has Chayyei Olam and does not come into the Mishpat HASHEM, but has
been transferred out of mavet (death) into Chayyim (Life).

25Omein, omein, I say to you, that a sha'ah (hour) is coming and now is, when theMesim
(dead ones) will hear the kol (voice) of the Ben HaElohim and the ones having heard will
live.

26For just asHaAvhasChayyim (Life) inhimself,† so alsoHaBenHegave tohaveChayyim
(Life) in himself.

27And samchut (authority)He gave to him tomakemishpat (judgment) because he is the
Bar Enosh.‡

28Do not marvel at this. For a sha'ah (hour, time) is coming in which all the ones in the
kevarim (graves)will hear the kol of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,§

29Andwill comeout, theoneshavingpracticedHaTov toaTechiyasHaMesimofChayyim
(Life), the ones having practiced HaRah to a Techiyas HaMesim of Mishpat (Judgment).*

30 I amnotable todo frommyself anything. As Ihear I judge, andmine ismishpat tzedek,†
because I do not seekmy own ratzon (will) but the ratzon (will) of the One having sentme.‡

31 If I give solemn edut (testimony) about myself, the edut of mine is not ne'emanah
(reliable).

32There is Another giving solemn edut aboutme, however, and I have da'as that the edut
He testifies about me is ne'emanah (reliable).

33You [pl.] have sent to Yochanan and he has given solemn edut (testimony) to HaEmes
(the Truth).

34Not that I accept edut from Bnei Adam, but I say these things that you may come to
Yeshu'at Eloheinu.
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35He§ was a menorah burning and shining and you chose to exult for a time in his Ohr
(Light);*

36 but l have edut (testimony) greater than Yochananʼs. For the ma'asim (works) which
HaAv has given tome that I should accomplish, thesema'asimwhich I do give solemn edut
(testimony) about me, that HaAv has sent me.

37AndHaAvwho sentmehasHimself given solemnedut (testimony) aboutme. Youhave
neither heard His kol (voice) nor themareh of HASHEM have you seen,†

38and the dvar HASHEM you do not have abiding and dwelling in you, because you have
no bitachon (trust), no emunah (faith) in the one whomHASHEM has sent.‡

39 You search the Kitvei Hakodesh because you think in them you have Chayyei Olam.
And those are the ones giving solemn edut about me.

40And you do not want to come tome that youmay have Chayyim.
41 I do not accept kavod (glory) from Bnei Adam.
42But I have had da'as of you, that the ahavas HASHEM(the love of G-d) you do not have in

yourselves.
43 I have come b'ShemAvi and you do not accept me. If another comes in his own name,

him youwill accept.
44Howare you able to have emunah,when you receive kavod fromone another, and the

kavod from the only ElohimHaEchad you do not seek?§
45Do not think that I will accuse you before HaAv; however, there is one accusing you:

Moshe, in whom you have set your tikvah.*
46 For if you were having emunah in Moshe, you would have had emunah in me, for he

himself wrote concerningme.†
47But if in the Kitvei Hakodesh of that one you lack emunah, howwill you have emunah

inmy dvar?

6
1After these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach departed beyond Lake Kinneret (Lake

Tiberias).
2And a riezige (sizable)multitude was following him, because they were seeing the otot

(miraculous signs)which he was doing on the cholim (the ones being ill).
3AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwentup to themountain, and therehewas sittingwith

his talmidim.
4Pesach was near at hand, the Chag (Jewish Feast).
5 Therefore, having lifted up his eyes, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw that a great

multitude is coming to him, and he says to Philippos, Fromwheremaywe buy lechem that
these ones may eat?

6But he was saying this to test Philippos, for he himself knewwhat he was about to do.
7 In reply, Philippos said, Two hundred denarii worth of lechem would not be enough

that each onemay take a little okhel.
8One of his talmidim, Andrew, ach of Shim'on Kefa, says to him,
9There is a na'ar (lad)herewho has five barley loaves and two dagim (fish), butwhat are

these for somany?*
10 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Instruct the anashim (men) to recline. Now there

was much grass in the area. Therefore the anashim reclined, their number being about
chameshet alafim.

11Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach took the loaves and, having made the bracha,
distributed to theonesbimesibba (reclining); likewisealsohedistributedof thedagim (fish)
as much as they were wanting.

12 Now when they were filled, he tells his talmidim, Gather the shirayim (Rebbeʼs
leftovers), that nothingmay be lost.

13 Therefore, what they gathered from the five barley loaves filled Sheneym Asar
(Twelve) baskets of shirayim left over by the ones having eaten.

14 Therefore, the anashim, having seen what ot (miraculous sign) he did, were saying,
This one is beemes the Navi, Hu HaBah, the one coming into the OlamHazeh.†

15 Therefore, Yehoshua, having had da'as that they are about to come and to seize
him that they might make him king by force, departed alone again to the mountain,
withdrawing by himself.
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16And as erev came, his talmidimwent down to the sea.
17 And having embarked into a sirah, they were going across the sea to K'far-Nachum.

And choshech already had come and Yehoshua had not yet come to them.
18And the sea, as a great wind blew, was becoming aroused.
19Therefore, having rowed about esrim v'chamash or sheloshim stadia, they see Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach walking on the sea and coming near the sirah, and they were
gefeirlich (horribly) frightened.‡

20But he says to them, Ani Hu. Do not be afraid.
21Therefore, the talmidim were willing to receive him into the sirah. And immediately

the sirah came to the shore to which they were going.
22On the next day the multitude that had stayed on the other side of Lake Kinneret saw

that there had been only one sirah with which to cross the sea. They knew that Yehoshua
had not embarked with his talmidim in that sirah, but that his talmidim had departed by
themselves.

23 Then some sirot (boats) came ashore from Tiberias and landed near the area where
they ate the lechem after Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu hadmade the bracha.

24 Therefore, when the multitude saw Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is not there, nor his
talmidim, they embarked into the sirot and came to K'far-Nachum, seeking Yehoshua.

25 And having found him across the sea, they said to him, Rebbe, when did you come
here?

26 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Omein, omein, I say to you, you are seeking
menot because you sawotot (miraculous signs), but because youate of the loaves andwere
glutted.

27 Do not work for the okhel that is perishing, but for the okhel remaining to Chayyei
Olam, which the Bar Enosh§will give to you, for ElohimHaAv has set His chotam (seal) on
this one.*

28Therefore, they said toRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Whatmaywedo thatwemaywork
the pe'ulot HASHEM?

29 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, This is themitzvah of HASHEM, that
youmay believe in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach whomHASHEM has sent.

30They said, therefore, to him, What ot (sign) then do you perform that wemay see and
may have emunah in you? What work do you do?

31 Avoteinu ate the manna in the wilderness,† as it has been written, LECHEM from
SHOMAYIM he gave them to eat.‡

32Therefore, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, Omein, omein, I say to you, it was
not Moshe who has given you the lechem out of Shomayim, but HaAv of me gives you the
lechem ha'amitti (the true bread) out of Shomayim.

33 For the lechem of HASHEM is that which comes down out of Shomayim and giving
Chayyim (Life) to HaOlam.

34Therefore, they said to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, Adoni, always give us this lechem.
35 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Ani Hu§ the lechem haChayyim; the one

coming to me never hungers, and the one with emunah inmewill never thirst again.
36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet you do not have bitachon, you lack

emunah.
37AllwhichHaAvgives tomewill come tome, and the one coming tome Iwill never turn

away.
38For I have come down from Shomayim not that I may do my ratzon, but the ratzon of

the One having sent me.
39Now this is the ratzon of the OneWho sent me, that I should lose nothing of all which

He has givenme, but I will raise him up on the YomHaAcharon (Last Day).*
40 For this is the ratzon of Avi: that everyone seeing the Ben† and believing in him may

have Chayyei Olam, and on YomHaAcharon I will raise him up.
41 Therefore, those of Yehudah were murmuring about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,

because he said, Ani Hu‡ the lechem having come down out of Shomayim.§
42And they were saying, Is this man not Yehoshua Ben Yosef,* and do we not know his

Av and his Em? Now how does he say, Out of Shomayim I have come down.†
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43 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered and said to them, Do not grumble among
yourselves.

44No one is able to come to me unless HaAv Who sent me should draw him, and I will
raise him up on the YomHaAcharon.‡

45 It has been written in the Nevi'im, V'CHOL they LIMUDI HASHEM (They shall all be
taught of G-d).§ Everyone having heard fromHaAv and having learned comes to me.

46Not that anyone has seen HaAv except the one being sent from HASHEM; this one has
seen HaAv.

47Omein, omein, I say to you, the one having emunah has Chayyei Olam.
48Ani Hu the lechem haChayyim.*
49Your Avot ate in the wilderness themanna and died.
50This is the lechem coming down out of Shomayim, so that anyonemay eat of it and not

die.†
51 Ani hu the lechem haChai (the living bread) having come down out of Shomayim. If

anyone eats of this lechem he will live l'olam v'ed. And, indeed, the lechem which I will
give on behalf of the Chayyim (life) of HaOlam is the basar of me.‡

52Therefore, those of Yehudah were arguing with one another, saying, How is this man
able to give us the basar of him to eat?

53Therefore, he said to them, Omein, omein, I say to you, unless you eat the§ basar of the
Bar Enosh and drink* his dahm, you do not have Chayyim (Life) in yourselves.†

54The one feeding onmy‡ basar and drinking§ dahmi has Chayyei Olam and I will raise
him up on the YomHaAcharon.*

55Formy basar is okhel emes (true food) and dahmi is shikuy emes (true drink).
56 The one feeding on my basar and drinking dahmi abides in,† dwells in me and I in

him.‡
57As HaAv HaChai sent me and I live because of HaAv, so also whoever is feeding onme

even that one will live because of me.
58 This is the lechem out of Shomayim having come down, not as the Avot ate and died;

the one feeding on this lechemwill live l'olam v'ed.
59These things he said in a shul while teaching in K'far-Nachum.
60Therefore, many of Moshiachʼs talmidim, having heard, said, Hard is this dvar torah.

Who is able to hear it?§
61 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having da'as in himself that his talmidim are

grumbling about this, said to them, Does this cause amichshol for you?
62What if you behold the Bar Enosh ascending where he was Bereshis?
63The RuachHakodesh is that which ismaking alive, the basar does not profit anything.

The devarimwhich I have spoken to you are as Ruach and they are as Chayyim (Life).
64But there are of you some who do not have emunah. For from Bereshis, he had da'as

of whom are the ones not having emunah andwho is the one betraying him.
65And he was saying, Because of this, I have told you that no one is able to come to me

unless it has been bashert to him fromHaAv.
66 From this time, many of his talmidim fell away and no longer followed him as

talmidim.
67Therefore, he said to the Sheneym Asar, Surely you do not want to depart also?
68 In reply, Shim'on Kefa said to Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, Adoni, to whomwill we go?

You have the divrei haChayyei Olam.
69Andwe have bitachon and have trusted with emunah andwe have da'as that you are

HaKadosh of HASHEM*(the Holy One of G-d).
70 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Did I not choose you SheneymAsar

(Twelve)? And is one of you not a Satan?
71Now he was speaking of Yehudah Ben Shim'on from K'riot, for, though he was one of

the Sheneym Asar, this one was about to betray Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

7
1Andafter these things Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach itinerated in theGalil, for hewasnot

wanting to move about in Yehudah, because those of Yehudahwere seeking to kill him.
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2Now the Chag of Sukkot was near.*
3His achim then said to him, Leave here and go away into the land of Yehudah, that also

your talmidimwill see yourma'asimwhich you do.
4 For no one who seeks public notice does anything besod (secretly). If these things you

do, thenmanifest yourself to HaOlam.
5For not even the achim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach were believing in him.†
6 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, My sha'ah has not yet come, but

your time is always ready.
7TheOlamHazeh is not capable of sin'ah (hatred) toward you, but theOlamHazeh hates

me, and for this reason: I give solemn edut (testimony) about it because thema'asim of the
OlamHazeh are ra'im (evil).

8 You make aliyah leregel up to the Chag (Feast). I am not going up to this Chag (Feast),
becausemy time has not yet been fulfilled.

9And having said these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach remained in the Galil.
10 But when the achim of him made aliyah leregel to the Chag (Feast), then also Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach went up‡ not publicly but besod (secretly).
11 Then those of Yehudah were seeking Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in the Chag (Feast)

andwere saying, Where is that man?
12And therewasmuch telunnah (murmuring) about Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach among

the multitudes. Some were saying, He is tov (good), but others were saying, Lo (no), he
deceives themultitude.

13No one, however, was speaking openly about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach because of
the fear of those of Yehudah.

14But around themiddle period of the Chag (Feast), Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwent up
to the Beis Hamikdash andwas saying shiurim (teaching torah).

15 Therefore, those of Yehudah were marveling, saying, How has this man binah
(understanding) of a Yeshiva yode'a sefer (scholar), not having learned?

16Therefore, in reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, My Torah (teaching) is not mine
but of the One having sent me.

17 If anyonewants to do the ratzonHASHEM, hewill have da'as aboutmy Torah, whether
it is of HASHEM or I speak only frommyself.§

18The one speaking from himself seeks his own kavod (glory), but he who is seeking the
kavod of the One having sent him, this one is ne'eman and there is no avlah (injustice) in
him.

19 Has not Moshe given you the Torah? None of you mekyyaim (fulfills) es [kol] toras
Moshe. Why are you seeking to kill me?*

20Themultitude said, You have a shed (demon). Who is seeking to kill you?
21 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Of the Pe'ulot of HASHEM, I

accomplished echad, one pe'ulah, and everyonemarvels.
22Moshe has given you bris milah not that bris milah is of Moshe, but it is of the Avot,

and on a Shabbos you perpetually perform bris milah.†
23 If a man receives bris milah on Shabbos and lo tufar Torat Moshe‡(the Torah ofMoses

may not be broken) are you angry with me because I gave a man refu'ah shleimah on
Shabbos?

24Do not judge according to appearance but judge withmishpat tzedek.§
25Therefore, someof the ones of Yerushalayimwere saying, Is it not thismanwhom they

are seeking to kill?
26And, hinei, he speaks publicly and they saynothing tohim. Perhaps themanhigim (the

gedolim of Judaism) have da'as that this man is the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach?
27 But this man, we have da'as where he is from; but the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,

whenever he comes, no one has da'as where he is from.
28 Therefore, in the Beis Hamikdash while teaching, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach cried

out, saying, You have da'as of me, and you have da'as of where I am from. I have not come
onmy own, but the OneWho sent me is ne'eman. He is the One ofWhom you do not have
da'as.

29 I have da'as of Him, because fromHim Ani Hu, and He is the OneWho sent me.
30 Therefore, they were seeking to arrest him, and no one laid a hand on him, because

his sha'ah (hour, time) had not yet come.
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31 From the multitude, however, many put their emunah, their bitachon, in him, and
were saying, The Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, whenever he comes, surely he will not do
more otot (miraculous signs) than the things which this man did?

32 The Perushim heard the telunnah (murmuring) of these things from the multitude,
the talk about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and they sent the Rashei Hakohanim and the
mesharetim of the Perushim that theymight arrest him.

33Therefore, he said, Yet a little time I amwith you and I go away to the One having sent
me.

34Youwill seekme and not findme andwhere Ani Hu you are not able to come.
35 Therefore, those of Yehudah said to themselves, Where is this man about to journey

that we will not find him? Surely he is not about to sojourn to the Golus of the Yevanim
(Greeks) to teach the Yevanim?*

36What is this dvar which he said, You will seek me and will not findme and where Ani
Hu, you are not able to come?

37Now on the last day of the Chag, Hoshana Rabbah, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach cried
out, saying, If anyone thirsts let him come tome and drink.†

38 The one with emunah in me, as the Kitvei Hakodesh said, “Out of the midst of him,
rivers of MAYIM CHAYYIM‡will flow.”§

39 But this he said about the Ruach Hakodesh which the ones having emunah (faith) in
himwere about to receive, for the RuachHakodesh had not yet been given, because Rebbe
Melech HaMoshiach had not yet received kavod.*

40 Some of the multitude, therefore, having heard these devarimwere saying, This man
is beemes the Navi.

41 Others were saying, This man is the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. But some were
saying, Surely the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes not from the Galil, does he?

42Has not the Kitvei Hakodesh said that the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is from the zera
Dovid and from Beit-Lechem, the shtetl where Dovid lived?†

43 A machloket (controversy), therefore, occurred among the multitude because of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

44And some of themwere wanting to arrest him, but no one laid his hands on him.
45 Then the avadim of the Rashei Hakohanim and Perushim came and the Rashei

Hakohanim and Perushim said to them,Why did you not bring him?
46 In reply, the avadim said, Never Ish spoke like this Ish.
47 In reply, therefore, the Perushim said, Surely not you also have been deceived?
48Has any of themanhigim put their emunah (faith) in him, or any of the Perushim?‡
49But this am ha'aretz crowd has no da'as of Torah and is cursed.§
50Rav Nakdimon, the one having come to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach earlier, being one

of their own, says to them,
51 Surely Torateinu (Our Torah) judges not the Man unless it hears first from the Man

himself and has da'as of what he does, does it?*
52They answered and said to Rav Nakdimon, Surely not you also are from the Galil, are

you? Search [the Kitvei Hakodesh] and see that from the Galil a Navi does not arise.†
53And they went each one to his bais.

8
1But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went to the Har HaZeytim (Mount of Olives).
2Andat thebeginning of Shacharis, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach cameagain into theBeis

Hamikdash and kol haAm (all the people)were coming to Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, and
having sat, for them hewas saying a shiur.

3 And the Sofrim and the Perushim led an isha (woman) having been caught in ni'uf
(adultery) and, having stood her in themidst,*

4 They say to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Rabbi, this isha (woman) has been caught in
the act of committing ni'uf (adultery).

5 Now in our Torah Moshe Rabbeinu gave us a mitzvah to stone such nashim. You,
therefore, what do you say?†
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6But this theywere saying to put a nissayonbefore Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach that they
might have something about which to accuse him, but he, having stooped down with his
finger, was writing on the ground.

7 But as they were remaining, questioning him, he stood up and said to them, The one
without chet (sin) among you, at her let him be first to throw a stone.‡

8And again, having stooped down, he was writing on the ground.
9And the ones having heard were departing, one by one, beginning with the zekenim,

and he was left alone with the isha standing before him.
10And having stood up, he said to her, Isha, where are they? Does no one condemn you?
11 And she said, No one, Adoni. And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Neither do I

condemn you. Go and practice chet nomore.
12Thenagainhe spoke to them, saying, AniHuHaOhrHaOlamHazeh. The one following

mewill never walk in choshech, but will have the Ohr HaChayyim.§
13Therefore, the Perushim said to him, You give solemn edut (testimony) about yourself.

But your edut is not ne'emanah.
14 In reply, he said to them,Even if I give solemnedutaboutmyself,myedut isne'emanah,

because I have da'as of where I came from andwhere I go, but you have no da'as of where
I come from or where I go.

15You judge according to the basar; I do not judge anyone.*
16But even if I judge, my psak din, my mishpat, is emes, because it is not I alone but the

One having sent me, HaAv.
17 And it has been written even in your Torah, that the edut (testimony) of two is

ne'emanah.†
18Ani Hu the one giving solemn edut (testimony) about myself and the One having sent

me, HaAv, gives solemn edut about me.
19Therefore, they were saying to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,Where is HaAv of you? In

reply, he said, You have da'as of neither me nor HaAv of me. If you had had da'as of me,
you would have had da'as of HaAv of me.

20 These devarim, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach spoke in the Beis HaOtzar while saying
shiurim in the Beis Hamikdash, and no one arrested him, because his sha'ah had not yet
come.

21 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, therefore, again to them, I go away (Rebbe's
Histalkus) and you will seek me, and in your chet you will go to your mavet. Where I go
you are not able to come.‡

22 Therefore, those of Yehudah were saying, Does he mean he will commit suicide,
because he says, Where I go you are not able to come?

23AndRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas saying to them, You are frommattah (below); Ani
Hu fromma'lah (above). You are of the OlamHazeh; I am not of the OlamHazeh.

24 I said, therefore, to you that you will go to your mavet in your averos (sins), for if you
do not have emunah (faith) that Ani Hu,§ you will die in your chatta'im.

25Theywere saying, therefore, to him,Who are you? Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to
them,What I have told you from the beginning.

26 I have much to speak regarding you, much about you worthy of harsha'ah (condem-
nation), but the One having sent me is ne'eman and what I heard from Him these things I
speak in the OlamHazeh.

27They did not have da'as that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was speaking to them about
ElohimHaAv.

28 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, When you perform the hagbah
(liftingup) of theBar Enosh, youwill have da'as that AniHu,* and frommyself I donothing,
but as HaAv of me taught me, these things I speak.

29And the One having sent me is with me.† He did not leave me alone, because I always
do the things that please Him.‡

30 As Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying these things, many put their emunah in
him.

31 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying to the Yehudim who had emunah
in him, If you remain in the dvar of me,§ then you aremy talmidim indeed.
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32 And you will have da'as of HaEmes (the Truth) and HaEmes will give you cherut
(freedom).*

33They answeredRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach,Weare of the zeraAvrahamand tonoone
have we ever been enslaved. How do you say, You will become Bnei Chorin (freedmen)?†

34 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Omein, omein, I say to you that
everyone practicing Chet is an eved HaChet.‡

35But the eved does not remain in the Bais ad Olam. HaBen remains ad Olam.§
36 If therefore HaBenmakes you Bnei Chorin, you shall be Bnei Chorin indeed.
37 I have da'as that you are zera Avraham, but you seek to kill me, because my dvar has

no place in you.*
38What I have seen in the presence of HaAv of me, of that, I make solemn declaration.

Therefore, the things you have heard from your father you do.
39 They answered and said unto him, Avinu hu Avraham. Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

says to them, If you were yeladim of Avraham, you would have been doing the ma'asei
Avraham.

40 But now you are seeking to kill me, a man who has told you HaEmes, which I heard
fromHASHEM; this was not a ma'aseh that Avraham did.†

41 You are doing the ma'asim of your Av. They said, therefore, to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, We are not mamzerim who have been born of zenunim (fornication). We
have Av Echad, HASHEM.‡

42He said to them, If HASHEM were the Av of you, you would have had ahavah for me,
for I came forth fromHASHEM, and now I ampresent here, for I have not come onmy own,
but HaAv sent me.§

43Why do you not understand my devarim? Because you are not able to give obedient
shemah (hearing) to my dvar.

44 You are from the Av of you, HaSatan,* and the ta'avot of your Av you want to do, for
that one was a rotze'ach from Bereshis, and he has not taken a stand in HaEmes, because
HaEmes is not in him. When he speaks the sheker, he speaks naturally, because he is a
shakran (liar) and the av of it.†

45But because I speak HaEmes, you do not have bitachon (trust) in me.
46Who among you convicts me of chet (sin)? If I speak HaEmes, why do you not have

emunah inme?
47 The one who is of HASHEM hears the divrei HASHEM. Therefore, you do not hear

because you are not of HASHEM.
48 In reply, those of Yehudah said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Did we not rightly say

that you are a Shomroni (Samaritan) and that you have a shed (demon)?
49 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, I do not have a shed (demon). But I honor

HaAv of me and you dishonorme.
50But I do not seekmy own kavod; there is One seeking and judging.
51Omein, omein, I say to you, regarding thedvar ofme, if anyone is shomer, hewill never

see mavet.
52 Therefore, those of Yehudah said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Now we have da'as

that you have a shed, Avraham died and the Nevi'im; yet you say if anyone keeps the dvar
of me he will never taste mavet (death).‡

53 Surely you are not greater than Avraham Avinu, who died? And the Nevi'im died.
Whom do youmake yourself to be?§

54 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, If I give myself kavod, the kavod of me is
nothing. It is HaAv of meWho is givingme kavod,Whom you say, He is Eloheinu.*

55And you have not had da'as of Him. But I have had da'as of Him. If I would say that I
do not have da'as of Him, I will be like you, a shakran (liar); but I do have da'as of Him, and
I keep His dvar.

56 Avraham your Av had lev same'ach to see the Yom of me,† and he saw it and had
simcha.‡

57Therefore those of Yehudah said to him, You do not yet possess fifty years and yet you
have seen Avraham Avinu?
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58Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Omein, omein, I say to you, before Avraham
came into being, Ani Hu.§

59 Then they took up stones that they might stone him, but Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
was hidden and departed out of the Beis Hamikdash.*

9
1And passing along, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saw aman ivver (blind) from birth.
2The talmidimof Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach askedhim, Rebbe,who committed averos,

this man or the horim (parents) of him, that he was born ivver?*
3 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Neither this man sinned nor the horim of

him, but that the pe'ulot of HASHEMmay bemanifested in him.
4 It isnecessary forus towork thepe'ulot of theOnehaving sentmewhile it isYom. Lailah

comes when no one is able to work.†
5As long as I am in the OlamHazeh, I am the Ohr HaOlam.
6Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva and he

anointed the clay upon themanʼs eyes,
7And said to him, Go wash in the pool of Shiloach!‡ — The name means sent — He went

therefore and washed and came seeing.§
8Therefore, the shchenimand the ones seeing themanwhowas formerly a betler, came,

saying, Is this not themanwhowas sitting and begging?
9Somewere saying, This is the one! Others were saying, No, but it is aman like him. But

themanwas saying, I am the one!
10Therefore, the people were saying to him, How, then, were your eyes opened?
11 In reply, the man said, The one called Yehoshua took clay and anointed my eyes and

said to me, Go to Shiloach* and wash. Therefore, having gone, and having washed, I saw!
12And they said to him, Where is that one? The man says to them, I do not have da'as of

that.
13 The people lead the man to the Perushim…the man who had formerly been ivver

(blind).
14Now the time period Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach took the clay and opened his eyes

was a Shabbos.
15 Then again also the Perushim were asking him how his eyes were opened, and the

man said to them, Theman placed clay onmy eyes and I washed, and I see.
16Therefore some of the Perushim were saying, This man is not from HASHEM, because

he is Mechallel Shabbos (desecrating Shabbos). But others were saying, How is amanwho
is a choteh (sinner) able to do such otot? There was a machloket (division of dissension)
among them.

17Therefore, they say to the ivver (blindman) again,What do you say about him, because
he opened your eyes? And theman said, He is a Navi.

18Therefore, those of Yehudah did not believe that the man had been ivver (blind) until
they called the horim of themanwhose eyes were opened.

19And theyasked thehorim, saying, Is this thebenof you,whomyou saywasborn ivver?
How, therefore, does he now have sight?

20 In reply, therefore, his horim said,Wehave da'as that thisman is the ben of us and that
he was born ivver,

21Buthowhe seesnowwedonothaveda'asnordowehaveda'as ofwhoopenedhis eyes.
Interrogate him. Heʼs a [Bar Mitzvah] bar da'as (he is of age). He will speak for himself.

22His horim said these things, because they were fearing those of Yehudah, for already
those of Yehudah had agreed that if any personmade hoda'ah (confession) of him to be the
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, that person would be put under cherem ban from the shul.

23 Therefore, his horim said, He has reached his religious majority and is of age.
Interrogate him.

24 They called a second time, therefore, the man who had been ivver (blind) and said to
him, V'ten lo todah (Give glory to G-d).† We have da'as that this man is a choteh (sinner).‡

25 In reply, therefore, he said, If he is a choteh (sinner), of that I don't have da'as. Of one
thing I do have da'as, that though I was ivver, now I see.

26They said, therefore, to him,What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?
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27The man answered them, I told you already, and you do not listen. Why again do you
want to hear? Surely you do not want to become his talmidim also?

28And they reviled him and said, You are a talmid of that man, but we are talmidim of
Moshe Rabbeinu.§

29We have da'as that HASHEM has spoken to Moshe Rabbeinu, but this man, we do not
have da'as fromwhere he comes.

30 In reply, theman said to them, Here is a real cheftza! That you do not have da'as from
where he comes, and he openedmy eyes!

31Wehaveda'as thatG-ddoesnot listen to chote'im (sinners), but if anyonehas chassidus,
is a yore-shomayim and does the ratzon (will) of Him, this one HASHEM hears.*

32Nevervi-bahlt theBri'atHaOlam (theCreationof theWorld) itwasheardof that anyone
opened the eyes of an ivver (blindman) having been born thus.

33 If this manwas not fromHASHEM, he would not be able to do anything.
34They answered and said to him, You were born totally B'AVON (in sin)† and you teach

us? And they threw him out.
35 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach heard that they threw him out, and, having found him,

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Do you have emunah (faith) in the Bar Enosh?‡
36 In reply, the man said, And who is he, Adoni, that I may have emunah in him?
37And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, You have seen him, and the one speaking with

you is he.
38And theman said, Ani ma'amin, Adoni. And he fell down prostrate before him.
39 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, For the sake of Mishpat, I came into the Olam

Hazeh, that the ones who are ivrim (blind ones)may see, and the ones seeingmay become
ivrim.

40 Some of the Perushim heard these things, the ones being with him, and they said to
him, Surely we are not ivrim, are we?

41Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach said to them, If youwere ivrim (blindmen), youwould not
have chet, but now vi-bahlt (since) you say, We see, the avon§ of you remains.

10
1Omein, omein, I say to you, the one not entering through the derech hasha'ar (way of

the entrance) into the mikhla haTzon (fold [enclosure] of the sheep) but going up another
derech, that one is a ganav and a shoded (robber).*

2But the one entering through the derech hasha'ar is Ro'eh haTzon (Shepherd of the flock
[of sheep]).

3 To this one the doorkeeper opens, and the tzon hears the Ro'ehʼs voice and the Ro'eh
calls b'shem (by name) each of his own tzon and leads them out.†

4When the Ro'eh has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the tzon follow
the Ro'eh, because they have da'as of the Ro'ehʼs voice.

5 But a zar (stranger, foreigner) they will never follow, but will flee from him, because
they do not have da'as of the voice of zarim (strangers, foreigners).

6Thisfigureof speechRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach told them. But thoseonesdidnothave
binah (understanding) of what he was saying to them.

7Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, therefore, again, Omein, omein, I say to you, Ani Hu
the derech hasha'ar (way of the entrance) of the tzon.

8Allwho camebeforemeare ganavim (thieves) and shodedim (robbers), but the tzondid
not listen to them.‡

9 I am the derech hasha'ar. Through me, if anyone enters, he will come to yeshu'at
Eloheinu andwill go in and will go out and will findmir'eh (pasture).§

10The ganav does not come except in order that hemay steal and kill and destroy. I came
that theymay have Chayyim (Life) and that theymay have it more abundantly.*

11 I am the Ro'eh HaTov (the Good Shepherd). The Ro'eh HaTov lays down his neshamah
for the tzon.†

12The gedungener, the onewho is not the Ro'eh— the hireling, the one towhom the tzon
does not belong — this hireling sees the ze'ev (wolf) coming and abandons the tzon and
runs for his life and the ze'ev seizes them and scatters them.‡
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13This happens because he is a hireling and the tzonmeans nothing to him.
14Ani Hu the Ro'eh HaTov, and I have da'as of my tzon andmy tzon has da'as of me.§
15 Just as HaAv has da'as of me and I have da'as of HaAv, so I lay downmy neshamah for

the tzon.
16And another tzon I have which is not of this mikhla (fold);* those also it is necessary

for me to bring, and my voice they will hear, and they will become eder echad with Ro'eh
echad (One flockwith one Shepherd).†

17Therefore, HaAv has ahavah forme, because I lay downmyneshamah that Imay take
it up again.

18Noone takes it fromme, but I lay it downofmyownaccord. I have samchut (authority)
to lay it down, and I have samchut to receive it again. This mitzvah I received from HaAv
of me.‡

19Therewas amachloket (divisionof dissension) again among those of Yehudah, because
of these devarim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

20And many of them were saying, He has a shed (demon), and He is meshuga —why do
you listen to him?§

21Others said, These devarim are not of one being possessed of shedim. Surely a shed
(demon) is not able to open the eyes of an ivver (blindman)?*

22Then the Chag (Festival) of Chanukah took place in Yerushalayim. It was winter.
23 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was walking around in the Beis Hamikdash in the

area called Ulam Sh'lomo (Solomonʼs Colonnade).
24Then those of Yehudah encircled Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach andwere saying to him,

Howmuch longer are you going to hold our neshamot in suspense? If you are the Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, tell us openly.

25 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, I did tell you and you do not have emunah.
The pe'ulot which I do b'Shem Avi, these pe'ulot give solemn edut (testimony)† about me.

26But you do not have emunah (faith), because you do not belong to my Tzon.
27My Tzon hear my voice, and I have da'as of them, and they followme.
28And I give to them Chayyei Olam, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch

them out of my hand.‡
29That which Avi has givenme is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch out of the

hand of HaAv.
30 I and HaAv are echad.§
31Again those of Yehudah took up stones that theymight stone him.
32 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Manyma'asim tovim I showed you

fromHaAv. Because of whichma'aseh do you stoneme?
33 In reply, those of Yehudah said to him, For a ma'aseh tov we do not stone you, but for

Chillul HASHEM and because you, being aman, make yourself G-d.*
34 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered them, Has it not been written in your

Torah, ANI AMARTI ELOHIM ATEM†(I said you are g-ds).‡
35 If those ones he called g-ds, to whom the Dvar HASHEM came and LO YUFAR KITVEI

HAKODESH (and the Kitvei Hakodesh cannot be broken),§
36 Can you say of the One whom HaAv set apart as HaKadosh and sent into the Olam

Hazeh that he commits Chillul HASHEM because I said, Ben HaElohim Ani Hu?*
37 If I do not accomplish the pe'ulot of Avi, do not regardmewith bitachon.
38But if I do, even if you do not have emunah inme, chotsh have emunah in the pe'ulot,

so that youmay continue to have da'as and binah that HaAv is in me and I am in HaAv.
39They were seeking, therefore, again to seize him, and he eluded their hand.
40And he went away again beyond the Yarden to the place where Yochanan was in the

beginning giving themikvehmayimʼs tevilah of teshuvah, and he remained there.
41Andmany came to him andwere saying, Yochanan indeed did no ot (miraculous sign),

but everything Yochanan said about this manwas HaEmes.
42Andmany put their emunah (faith) in him† there.

§ 10:14 Ex 33:12 * 10:16 enclosure † 10:16 Isa 56:8; Ezek 34:23; 37:24 ‡ 10:18 Isa 52:13—53:12 § 10:20

2Kgs 9:11; Jer 29:26 * 10:21 Ex 4:11 † 10:25 See Yn 8:18 ‡ 10:28 Isa 66:22 § 10:30 Dt 6:4; Ps 33:6; Gn 2:24
* 10:33 Lv 24:16 † 10:34 Ps 82:6 ‡ 10:34 Ex 7:1; 22:27 TARGUMHASHIVIM § 10:35 Ps 119:89,142 * 10:36
Jer 1:5 † 10:42 as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach



YOCHANAN 11:1 1185 YOCHANAN 11:30

11
1Now there was a certain man, a choleh (sick man), El'azar from Beit-Anyah (Bethany),

the shtetl of Miryam andMarta her achot.
2Now this was the sameMiryam that anointed Adoneinu with mishcha*(ointment) and

wiped his feet with her hair. It was she whose ach El'azar was choleh.
3 Therefore, the achayot (sisters) sent to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying, Adoni,

hinei, the one who is your chaver haahuv is choleh.
4And having heard this, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Thismachla (illness, krankeit)

is not unto mavet (death), but for the kavod HASHEM, that the Ben HaElohim may receive
kavod through it.

5Now Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach had ahavah for Marta, and her achot and El'azar.
6When, therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach heard that El'azar was choleh, then he

remained in the place where he was yomayim (two days).
7Then after this he says to his talmidim, Let us go into the land of Yehudah again.
8His talmidim say to him, Rebbe, just now those of the land of Yehudah†were seeking to

stone you, and you go there again?
9 In reply, he said, Are there not Sheneym Asar (Twelve) sha'ot (hours) of HaYom? If the

derech of anyone is a derech by Yom, he does not stumble, because theOhrHaOlamHazeh
he sees.‡

10But if the derech of anyone is a derech baLailah, he stumbles because the Ohr is not in
him.

11These things he said. Then, after this, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to them, El'azar
our chaver haahuv has fallen asleep, but I am setting out to awaken him.

12Therefore, the talmidim said to him, Adoni, if he has fallen asleep, he will be granted
refu'ah (healing).

13ButRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhadspokenabout themavetofEl'azar. However, those
ones supposed that he was speaking about only shlof (sleep).

14Then, therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach told them plainly, El'azar died.
15And Ihave lev same'ach for your sake, that Iwasnot there, that youmayhaveemunah.

But let us go to him.
16Therefore, T'oma— his namemeans Twin— said to his fellow talmidim, Let us go also,

that wemay die§ with him.
17Having arrived, therefore, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachdiscoveredEl'azar hadalready

been in the kever (tomb) arba'ah yamim (four days).
18Now Beit-Anyah (Bethany)was near Yerushalayim, about fifteen stadia away.
19Andmanyof those of Yehudahhad come toMarta andMiryam to give themnechamah

(consolation, comfort) regarding the ach of the achayot.*
20 Therefore, Marta when she heard that Yehoshua comes, met him; but Miryam was

sitting shivah in the bais.
21 Therefore, Marta said to Yehoshua, Adoni, if you were here, achi (my brother)would

not have passed away.
22But even now I have da'as that whatever you ask HASHEM, HASHEMwill give you.
23Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to her, Achich yakum (Your brother will stand up).†
24Marta says to Yehoshua, I have da'as that he will rise in the Techiyas HaMesim on the

YomHaAcharon (Last Day).‡
25Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to her, Ani Hu the Tekhiyyah and the Chayyim (Life):

the one having emunah inme, even if he should die, will live,
26 and everyone living and having emunah in me, never dies. Do you have emunah in

this?
27 She says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Ken, Adoni. I have emunah that you are the

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the Ben HaElohim, Hu Habah el HaOlam.
28 And having said this, she withdrew and summoned Miryam her achot, telling her

privately, Rabbeinu andMoreinu is here, and summons you.
29 And that isha, when she heard, got up quickly and was coming to Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach.
30Now he had not yet come into the shtetl, but was still in the place where Marta met

him.
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31Therefore, those of Yehudah, the ones sitting shiva with her in the bais and giving her
nechamah, when they saw Miryam get up quickly and rush out, followed her, assuming
that she is going to the kever (tomb) that shemight weep there.

32Therefore,Miryam,when she camewhereRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas, andwhen
she saw him, fell down at his feet, saying to Rebbe, Adoni, if you were here, achi (my
brother)would not have died.

33Therefore, when he saw her weeping and those of Yehudah coming with her and also
weeping, he was deeply moved in his neshamah andwas troubled in himself,

34And said, Where have you laid him? They said to him, Adoni, come and see.
35Yehoshua wept.
36 Therefore, those of Yehudah were saying, Hinei! See how much ahavah he had for

him.
37But some of them said, Could not this man, whowas able to open the eyes of the ivver,

have also prevented this man from passing?
38 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, therefore, again being deeply moved within himself,

comes to the kever (tomb). Now it was ame'arah (cave) type of kever and a stonewas lying
against it.

39 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, Lift the stone. Marta, the achot of the niftar
(deceased), says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, already he smells, for it is now
arba'ah yamim (four days).

40He says to her, Did I not tell you that if you have emunah (faith), youwill see the kavod
HASHEM?

41Therefore, they lifted the stone and he lifted up his eyes and said, Avi, I thank You that
You heardme.

42And I knew that You always hearme, but, because of themultitude standing around, I
said it, that theymay have emunah (faith) that You sent me.

43And having said these things, he cried out with a kol gadol, El'azar, come forth!
44 Then the niftar, having been bound feet and hands with the linen clothes of the

tachrichin, andwith his face coveredwith amitznefet (headwrapping), came out. He says
to them, Untie him and let him go.

45 Therefore, many of those of Yehudah, the ones having come to Miryam and having
seen the things which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did, put their emunah in him.§

46But some of themwent away to the Perushim and reported to them everything Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach did.

47Therefore, theRasheiHakohanimand the Perushimcalled ameeting of the Sanhedrin
and were saying, What are we doing, for this man is performing many otot (miraculous
signs)?

48 If we leave him thus, kol Bnei Adamwill have emunah (faith) in him, and the Romans
will come andwill take away from us both the Beis Hamikdash and the nation.

49But a certain one of them, Caiapha, being Kohen Gadol that year, said to them, You do
not have da'as of anything,

50 Nor do you consider that it is a bedievedike (expedient) thing for you that one man
should die on behalf of HaAm and not that all the nation should perish.*

51But this he did not utter from himself, but, being Kohen Gadol that year, he uttered a
dvar hanevu'ah that Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiachwas about to die on behalf of the nation.†

52And not on behalf of AmYisroel only but also the yeladim of HASHEM, the ones having
been scattered, that hemay gather into echad.‡

53From that Yom on, therefore, they planned that theymight put him to death.
54Therefore he no longer was walking openly among those of Yehudah, but went away

from there into the region near the wilderness, to a shtetl called Ephrayim, and there
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach remained with the talmidim.§

55NowPesachwas near andmanywent up to Yerushalayim from the country before the
Pesach for the purpose of HITTEHARU (they purified themselves).*

56 They were seeking, therefore, Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach and were saying to one
another while they stood in the Beis Hamikdash, What does it appear to you? Surely he
will not come to the Chag (Feast)!

57 Now the Rashei Hakohanim and the Perushim had given orders that if anyone had
da'as of where he is, he should reveal it so that theymight arrest him.
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1Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came into Beit-Anyah (Bethany) shesh yamim before

Pesach. This was the place where El'azar was, whom Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachmade to
stand up alive from themesim.

2 Then they made Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach a seudah there. And Marta was serving,
and El'azar was one of the ones reclining at tish with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

3 Then Miryam, having taken a pound of mishcha (ointment) of expensive genuine
spikenard, anointed the feet of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and wiped off with her hair
his feet. And the bais was filled with the aroma of themishcha.

4AndYehudah fromK'riot, oneof the talmidimofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, the talmid
being about to betray him, says

5Why was this mishcha not sold for three hundred denarii and given to haAniyim (the
Poor)?

6But he said this not because it mattered to him about haAniyim, but because he was a
ganav and he was removing what was put in the aron otzaram (chest of treasury).

7 Therefore Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Let her alone. She kept this for the Yom
HaKevurah (Day of Burial) of me.*

8For haAniyim you have always with you, but you do not always haveme.†
9When the great multitude of the Yehudim had da'as of where Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-

ach was, they came not only because of him, but also because of El'azar, that theymay see
the one whom hemade to stand up alive from themesim.

10But the Rashei Hakohanim took counsel that they also might kill El'azar,
11Becausemany of the Yehudimwere leaving and believing in Rebbe, MelechHaMoshi-

ach on account of El'azar.
12On the next day the great multitude, the one having come to the Chag (Feast), having

heard that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is coming to Yerushalayim,
13 Took the branches of the temarim (palms)‡ and went out to a meeting with him and

were crying out: HOSHANNAH§ BARUCHHABAH B'SHEMADONOI!* Melech Yisroel!
14And he found an ayir (young donkey), and he sat on it, just as it has been written,
15Donot fear BATTZIYON,HINEIMALKECHYAVOLACHROKHEVALAYIRBENATONOT

(Do not fear, Daughter of Zion. Look! Your King is coming, sitting on a foal of donkeys.)†
16Regarding these things his talmidim did not have binah in the beginning but when he

received kavod, then they remembered that these things had beenwrittenwith respect to
him and that they did these things to him.

17 So the crowd that had been with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach when he called El'azar
out of the kever and made him stand up alive from the mesim were giving solemn edut
(testimony).

18 Therefore, the multitude met Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach because they heard him to
have done this ot (miraculous sign).

19 Therefore the Perushim said to themselves, You see, you can do nothing! Kol Bnei
Adam have gone after him.

20Nowtherewere someYevanimamong theones goingup toworshipat theChag (Feast).
21These ones, therefore, approached Philippos from Beit-Tzaidah of the Galil, and were

asking him, Sir, we want to see Yehoshua.
22 Philippos comes and tells Andrew, and Andrew and Philippos come and tell Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach.
23 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answers them, saying, The sha'ah (hour, time) has

come that the Bar Enosh‡may receive kavod.
24Omein, omein, I say to you, unless the gargeer hakhitah (grain of wheat) having fallen

into the ground, dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, much p'ri it bears.
25The Ohev (lover) of his neshamahwill lose it, but the Soneh (hater) of his neshamah in

the OlamHazeh will keep it unto Chayyei Olam.
26 If anyone serves me, let him followme, and where I am, there also my eved will be. If

anyone serves me, HaAvwill honor him.
27Nowmyneshamah has been troubled, andwhatmay I say? Saveme from this sha'ah?

No, it is for this tachlis that I came to this sha'ah.§
28Avi, bring kavod to Your Name. A bat kol came out of Shomayim, saying, I have both

brought kavod to it and I will bring kavod to it again.
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29 Therefore, the multitude that was standing there and heard, said, That was ra'am
(thunder)! Others were saying, Amalach (angel) has spoken to him!*

30 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, Not for my sake has this bat kol come, but
for yours.†

31Now is theMishpat HaOlamHazeh. Now the Sar HaOlamHazeh will be cast out!
32 And if I receive the hagbah (lifting up) from ha'aretz, I will draw kol Bnei Adam to

myself.‡
33And this Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was saying, signifying by what kind of mavet he

was about to die.
34 Then the crowd answered him, We heard from the Torah that the Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach remains l'Olam (forever) and how do you say that it is necessary for the Bar
Enosh to be lifted up? Who is this Bar Enosh?§

35Therefore, he said to them, Yet a little time is theOhr among you. Walkwhile you have
the Ohr lest choshech overtake you; the one walking in the choshech does not have da'as
of where he is going.

36While you have the Ohr, walk in the Ohr that youmay become Bnei HaOhr.
These things spoke Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. And, having gone away, he was hidden

from them.
37Though somany otot he had done before them, they lacked emunah in him,
38 That the dvar of Yeshayah HaNavi may be fulfilled, which said, Adonoi, MI HE'EMIN

LISHMU'ATEINU UZERO'A HASHEM AL-MI NIGLATAH?*(Who has believed our report and
towhom is the arm of HASHEM revealed)?

39Therefore, they were not able to have emunah, because, again Yeshayah said,
40HEHAS BLINDED THEIR EYES, HASHMIN LEVHAAMHAZEH (Harden the heart of this

people), THAT THEY MIGHT NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND HAVE BINAHWITH THEIR
LEV ANDMIGHT TURN AND IWILL HEAL THEM.†

41 These things Yeshayah spoke because he saw the kavod (glory) of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach and he spoke about him.‡

42Nevertheless, however, even among themanhigim (leaders)many had emunah (faith)
in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. But because of the Perushim, they were not making
hoda'ah (confession)ofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, lest under the cheremban they should
be put away from the shul.

43For their ahavah was for the kavod Bnei Adam rather than the kavod HASHEM.§
44But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach cried out, The ma'amin in me does not have emunah

inme, but in the One having sent me.
45And the one seeingme sees the One having sent me.
46 I have come as an Ohr (Light) into the OlamHazeh that everyone believing inmemay

not remain in the choshech (darkness).
47And if anyone hearsmy devarim and ofmy devarim is not shomer, I do not judge him,

for I did not come to bring the Olam Hazeh into mishpat, but that I may save the Olam
Hazeh.

48The one settingme aside and not receiving the devarimhas his Shofet: the dvarwhich
I spoke will judge him on the YomHaAcharon.*

49Because I do not speak onmy own, but the one having sent me [Elohim] HaAv He has
givenme amitzvah of what I may say andwhat I may speak.

50And I have da'as that themitzvah of Him is Chayyei Olam. Whatsoever things I speak,
I speak, therefore, just as HaAv has told me.

13
1Now before the Chag (Feast) of the Pesach, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having da'as

that his sha'ah (hour, time)had come, his sha'ahwhenhe should pass from theOlamHazeh
to HaAv, having had ahavah for his own in the Olam Hazeh, he had ahavah for them to
HaKetz.

2 And seudah taking place, HaSatan already having put into the lev of Yehudah Ben
Shim'on from K'riot that he should betray him,

3And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach having had da'as that HaAv had given into his hands
all things, and that from HASHEM Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came forth and to HASHEM
he is going,
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4He rises from the seudah and puts aside his me'il and kesones, girding himself with a
towel.

5He puts mayim (water) into the basin and began to wash the raglei hatalmidim and to
wipe themwith the towel with which he had been girded.

6 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes then to Shim'on Kefa. Kefa says to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, Adoni, you washmy feet?

7 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Of what I am doing you do not have
da'as now, but you will receive binah after these things.

8 Kefa says to him, Never will you wash my feet l'Olam! Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
answered him, Unless I wash you, you do not have a chelek (alloted portion of inheritance)
with me.*

9Shim'on Kefa says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, then notmy feet only but also
my hands andmy head.

10 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, The one having been bathed does not have
need except his feet to wash, but is wholly tahor, and you are tehorim, though not all.

11ForRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhadda'as of the onebetrayinghim. Therefore, he said,
Not all are tehorim.

12 Therefore, when he washed their feet and resuited himself into his kaftan, Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach reclined at tish again and said to them, Do you have da'as of what I
have done for you?

13You call me Rabbeinu and Adoneinu, and you say well, for Ani Hu.
14 If, therefore, I, being Rebbe and Adon, washed your feet, you ought to wash the feet of

one another also.
15For I gave you amofet that as I did to you, youmay do also.
16Omein, omein, I say to you, an eved is not greater than his Adon, nor is a shliach (one

sent) greater than his Meshalle'ach (Sender).
17 If you have da'as of these things, happy are you, if you put them into practice.
18 I do not speak about all of you — I have da'as of whom I chose — But it is to fulfill the

Kitvei Hakodesh, OKHEL LAKHEMI HIGDIL ALAI AKEV (the one eating my bread he lifted
up his heel against me).†

19Fromnowon I tell you before the occurrence that youmay have emunah (faith)when
it occurs, that Ani Hu.‡

20Omein, omein, I say to you, the one receiving whomever I may send receives me, and
the one receivingme,§ receives the One having sent me.*

21Having said these things, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was spiritually troubled and he
gave solemn edut (testimony), and said, Omein, omein, I say to you, that one of you will
betrayme.

22Moshiachʼs talmidim were looking at one another, being uncertain about whom he
speaks.

23 One of his talmidim was reclining at tish near the kheyk (bosom) of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach— the talmid haahuv.

24Therefore Shim'on Kefa nods to this one to inquire who it may be about whomRebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach speaks.

25Having leaned back, then, that one thus near the kheyk Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
says to him, Adoni, who is it?

26He answers, That one it is to whom I will dip the†morsel and will give to him. Having
dipped, therefore, he takes the‡morsel and gives to Yehudah Ben Shim'on from K'riot.

27 And after he received the§ morsel, then HaSatan entered into that man; therefore,
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him,What you are bent on doing, do quickly.

28But no one reclining at tish had da'as of why he said this to him.
29 For some were thinking vi-bahlt (since) Yehudah from K'riot had the aron otzaram

(chest of treasury), that he says to him, Buy the things which we need for the Chag (Feast)
or that he should givema'ot chittim (money forwheat financial contributions) for haAniyim
(the poor).

30Therefore, having taken themorsel, thatmanwent out immediately. And it was lailah
(night).

31When, therefore that man went out, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, Now the Bar
Enosh* receives kavod and HASHEM is given kavod in him.
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32 If HASHEM receives kavod in him, HASHEM will also give him kavod in himself, and
HASHEMwill give him kavod immediately.

33 Yeladim, yet a little while I am with you; you will seek me, and as I said to those of
Yehudah,Where I go away, you are not able to come. Also to you I say this now.

34Amitzvah chadasha I give to you, that you have ahavah (agape) one for the other, as I
have had ahavah (agape) for you, so also you have ahavah (agape) one for the other.†

35 By this will kol Bnei Adam have da'as that my talmidim you are, if ahavah you have
one for the other.

36 Shim'on Kefa says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, where are you going? In
reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered him, Where I go, you are not able now to
followme, but you will follow later.

37Kefa says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, why am I not able to follow you now?
I will lay downmy neshamah for you.

38 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answers, Your neshamah for me will you lay down?
Omein, omein, I say to you, a tarnegol will not crow until you make hakhchashah (denial)
of me‡ shloshah times.

14
1Let not your levavot be troubled.* Youhave emunah (faith) inHASHEM. Also inmehave

emunah (faith).†
2 In the Beis Avi there aremanyme'onot‡(dwelling places, permanent residences, homes);

if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare amakom (place) for you?
3 And if I go and prepare a makom for you, I am coming again and will receive you to

myself, that where I am, there youmay be also.
4Andwhere I go you have da'as of HaDerech.§
5 T'oma says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, we do not have da'as of where you

are going; how are we able to have da'as of HaDerech?
6Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, I amHaDerech, HaEmes, and HaChayyim. No

one comes to HaAv except throughme.*
7 If you have had da'as of me, also you will have had da'as of Avi. And from now on, you

have had da'as of Him and have seen Him.
8Philippos says to him, Adoni, show us [Elohim] HaAv and it is enough for us.
9Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says toPhilippos, So longa timewithyou I amandyouhave

not had da'as of me, Philippos? The one having seenme has seen [Elohim] HaAv.† How do
you say, Show us HaAv?

10Do you not have emunah (faith) that Ani Hu in HaAv and HaAv is inme? The devarim
which I speak to you I do not speak onmy own, but HaAv dwelling inme does His pe'ulot.

11 In me have emunah, that Ani Hu in HaAv and HaAv is in me; but if not, have emunah
because of the pe'ulot themselves.

12Omein, omein, I say to you, the one believing in me the pe'ulot which I do he will do,
and gedolot than these will he do, because I am going to HaAv.

13Andwhatever you ask b'Shem ofme I will do, that HaAvmay receive kavod in HaBen.
14 If anything you askme b'Shem of me, I will do it.
15 If youhaveahavah forme, youwill be shomermitzvot regardingmycommandments.‡
16And I will ask HaAv and another Melitz Yosher§ He will give you that Hemay be with

you l'Olam,
17 The Ruach HaEmes, which the Olam Hazeh is not able to receive, because it does not

see Him nor have da'as of Him. But you have da'as of Him, because He remains with you
and Hewill be in you.

18 I will not leave you yetomim (orphans). I am coming to you.*
19 Yet a little time and the Olam Hazeh no longer sees me, but you see me. Because Ani

Chai, so you will live also.
20On YomHahu (that day) youwill have da'as that I am inHaAv ofme and you are inme

and I am in you.
21Theonehaving themitzvot ofmeandbeing shomermitzvot, that one is the onehaving

ahavah for me. And the one having ahavah for me will receive ahavah from HaAv of me,
and I will have ahavah for him and I will manifest myself to him.
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22Yehudah (not the one fromK'riot) says to Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, Adoni, andwhat
has transpired that to us you are about to manifest yourself and not to the OlamHazeh?

23 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to him, If anyone has ahavah for me, of my
dvar hewill be shomer andHaAv ofmewill have ahavah for him and to himwewill come
andwith himwewill make ama'on.†

24The one not having ahavah (agape) forme is not shomer regarding the devarim ofme,
and the dvar which you hear is not mine but that of HaAvWho sent me.‡

25These things I have told you while abiding with you.
26 But the Melitz Yosher (Praklit, Advocate, Counselor, Helper in Court), the Ruach

HakodeshwhichHaAvwill sendb'Shemofme,Hewill teach youall things andwill remind
you of all things which I told you.

27 Shalom HASHEM I leave with you, my Shalom I give to you,§ not as the Olam Hazeh
gives, I give to you; let not your levavot be troubled,* nor let them be ones of morech
lev†(cowardliness).‡

28 You heard me say to you, I am going,§ and I am coming to you.* If you were having
ahavah for me, you would have simcha, because I go to HaAv, for HaAv is greater than
me.†

29 And now I have told you before it happens, that when it happens, you may have
emunah (faith).

30No longermany things Iwill speakwith you, for the SarHaOlamHazeh is coming; and
inme he has nothing.

31But in order that HaOlammay have da'as that I have ahavah for HaAv, as HaAv gave
memitzvah, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.

15
1 I am HaGefen HaAmittit (the true vine)* and HaAv of me is the Korem (vineyard

proprietor).
2 Every sarig (shoot, branch) in me not bearing p'ri† He takes it away, and every sarig

bearing p'ri He prunes that it may bear much p'ri.
3You are alreadymetoharim (clean) because of the dvar which I have spoken to you.
4 Remain in me and I in you. As the sarig is not able to bear p'ri from itself, unless it

remains on the gefen (vine), so neither are you, unless you remain inme.
5Ani Hu (I am)HaGefen; you are the sarigim (branches). The one remaining inme and I

in him, this one bears much p'ri, because apart fromme you are not able to do anything.
6Unless someoneremains inme, he is cast out as the sarig and isdriedupand theygather

them, and into the Eish they throw them, and they are burned.‡
7 If you remain inme and the devarimofme remain in you,whatever youwant, ask, and

it will be done for you!
8By this HaAv of mewas given kavod, that much p'ri you bear, and so bemy talmidim.
9As HaAv has ahavah for me, so I have ahavah for you. Remain inmy ahavah.§
10 If you are shomer of mymitzvot, you will remain in my ahavah, as I of the mitzvot of

HaAv of me have been shomer, and I remain in His ahavah.
11These things I have spoken to you that the simcha ofmemay be in you and the simcha

of youmay bemade shleimah.
12 This is my mitzvah for you, that you have ahavah (agape) one for the other, as I have

ahavah (agape) for you.
13Ahavah (agape) gedolah than this no one has, that someone lay down his neshamah

for his chaverim.*
14You aremy chaverim, if you are shomer oner mymitzvot.†
15No longer do I call you avadim, because the eved does not have da'as of what his Adon

is doing. But you I have called chaverim, because all things which I heard from HaAv of
me, of all these things I gave you da'as.‡

16 It was not that you choseme, but I chose you, and have given you s'michah that you go
and bear p'ri and the p'ri of you remain, thatwhatever you askHaAv b'Shemofme (Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach), HaAvmay give it to you.

17 I am giving you these mitzvot, that you have ahavah (agape) one for the other.
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18 If the Olam Hazeh has sin'as chinom (hatred without cause) for you,§ be aware it has
had sin'as chinom for me before you.

19 If you were of the Olam Hazeh, the Olam Hazeh would have had ahavah for its own.
But because from the Olam Hazeh you are not, but I chose you out of the Olam Hazeh,
therefore the OlamHazeh has sin'as chinom for you.*

20Put in zikaron (remembrance) the dvarwhich I told you, An eved is not gadol (greater)
than his Adon. If they brought redifah (persecution) onme, they will also bring redifah on
you. If over my dvar they were shomer, also over yours they will be shomer.

21But all these things theywill do to you on account of the Shem ofme,† because they do
not have da'as of the One having sent me.

22 If I did not come and speak to them,‡ they would not have chet; but now they have no
ptur (excuse) for their chet.

23The one having sin'as chinom (hatred without cause) for me (Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach) has sin'as chinom for HaAv of me.

24 If I did not do pe'ulot among themwhich no otherman did, they would not have chet;
but now they have beheld and they have had sin'as chinom for bothme and HaAv of me.

25But thiswas that the dvarhavingbeenwritten in their Torahmight be fulfilled, SONE'AI
CHINOM ATZMU(They aremany hatingmewithout cause).§

26 But when the Melitz Yosher (Praklit, Advocate, Counselor, Helper in Court) comes,
whom I will send to you from HaAv, the Ruach Hakodesh, the Ruach HaEmes, who
proceeds fromHaAv, that one will gives solemn edut (testimony) about me.

27Andyou [Shlichim]will give solemnedut (testimony) also, because from thebeginning
you are withme.

16
1 I have spoken these things to you that no cause ofmichshol (stumbling, falling)may trip

you up.
2 They will put you under the cherem ban in the shuls. A sha'ah (hour, time) is coming

when everyone who kills you will suppose they are offering avodas kodesh to HASHEM.*
3And these things they will do because they did not have da'as of HaAv or of me.
4But these things I have spoken to you, that, when the sha'ah of these things comes, you

might have zikaron (remembrance) of these things, that I told you.
But I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.
5But now I am going to the One who sent me. And none of you asks me, Where are you

going?
6 But because I have spoken these things to you, agmat nefesh (grief) has filled your

levavot (heart).
7But I tell HaEmes (the truth), it is better for you that I go away. For if I do not go away,

the Melitz Yosher (Praklit, Advocate, Counselor, Helper in Court)will not come to you. But
if go, I will send Him (the RuachHakodesh) to you.

8 And having come, that one will expose and convict the Olam Hazeh concerning Chet
and concerning Tzedek and concerningMishpat:

9Concerning Chet (Sin), because they do not have emunah inme;
10Concerning Tzedek,† because I go to HaAv and no longer do you seeme;
11And concerningMishpat (Judgment), because the SarHaOlamHazeh has been judged.
12Yet many things I have to tell you, but you are not able to bear them now.
13But when that One has come, the Ruach Hakodesh, the Ruach HaEmes, He will guide

you in all truth.‡ For He will not speak on His own authority, but what things He will hear,
He will speak, and the things that are to come Hewill announce to you.

14 That One will give kavod to me, because He will receive of what is mine, and will
announce it to you.

15All thingswhichHaAv has aremine; therefore, I said that ofmineHe receives andwill
announce it to you.

16A little time and you no longer see me. And again a little time, and youwill see me.
17 Therefore, some of the talmidim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to one another,

What is this which he says to us? A little time and you do not see me. And, again, A little
time and youwill see me? And, Because I go to HaAv?

18Therefore, theywere saying,What is this, which he says, A little time? We do not have
da'as of what he says.
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19Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach knew that they were wanting to ask him. And he said to
them, About this you inquire of one another that I said, A little time and you do not seeme.
And, again, a little time and youwill see me?

20Omein, omein, I say to you, that there will be bechi (weeping) and avelut (mourning),
but the OlamHazehwill have simcha. Youwill have agmat nefesh, but your agmat nefesh
(grief)will become simcha.§

21The isha (woman)when she gives birth, has agmat nefesh (grief),* because the sha'ah
(hour, time) of her has come. But when she gives birth to the yeled, she no longer has
zikaron of the Tribulation because of the naches that an ishwas born into theOlamHazeh.

22 Therefore, you have agmat nefesh (grief) now,† but again I will see you, and your
levavot will have rejoicing‡ and the simcha of you no one takes from you.

23And on that day you will not ask me anything. Omein, omein, I say to you, whatever
you ask HaAv b'Shem of me, He will give it to you.

24Until now you did not ask anything b'Shem of me. Ask and you will receive that the
simcha of youmay be shleimah.

25Regarding these things I have spoken figuratively.§ A sha'ah comes when no longer I
will speak figuratively to you, but will announce plainly to you concerning HaAv.

26 On that day b'Shem of me you will ask, and I do not say to you that I will ask HaAv
concerning you.

27 For HaAv Himself has ahavah for you, because you have ahavah for me and have
emunah that I came forth fromHaAv.

28 I came fromHaAvand I have come into theOlamHazeh. Again I leave theOlamHazeh
and go to HaAv.

29The talmidimof Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach say, Hinei, see nowyou speak plainly and
no longer figuratively do you speak.

30Nowwe know that you have da'as of all things, and you have no need that any test you
with any she'elah (question). By this we have emunah that you came forth fromHASHEM.*

31He answered them, Do you have emunah?
32Hinei a sha'ah (hour, time) is coming and has come, that you are SCATTERED† each one

to his own home, and you leaveme alone, but I am not alone, because HaAv is withme.
33These things I have spoken to you that inme youmayhave shalom. In theOlamHazeh

you have tribulation; but have lev same'ach. I have conquered the OlamHazeh.

17
1 These things said Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. And having lifted up his eyes to

Shomayim, he said, Avi, the sha'ah (hour, time) has come. Give kavod to your Ben
[HaElohim], that HaBenmay give kavod to You,

2Vi-bahlt (since) youhave givenhimsamchut (authority)over kol basar for this purpose:
in order that all which you have given him, HaAvmay give to them Chayyei Olam.*

3And this is Chayyei Olam, that they may have da'as of the only Elohei HaEmes (G-d of
Truth, True G-d) and Yehoshua, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach whom You sent.

4 I have given You kavod on ha'aretz, having completed the melachah which You have
givenme, that I should do.

5And now give me kavod, Avi, along with Yourself with the kavod which I was having
with You before HaOlam came to be.†

6 I manifested Shemecha to the Bnei Adam whom You gave me out of the Olam Hazeh.
They were Yours and to me You gave them, and regarding the dvar of You they have been
shomer.

7Now they have da'as that all things whatsoever You have given to me are from You.
8 Because the devarim which You gave me, of these I have been shomer, and they

received them, and they have da'as beemes that from You I came forth, and they have
emunah that You sent me.

9 I make a bakosha (petition, request) concerning them, I do not make a bakosha
concerning the Olam Hazeh, but concerning the Ones You have given me, because they
are Yours.

10Andall things that aremineareYours, andYour things aremine, and Ihavebeengiven
kavod in them.
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11 And I am no longer in the Olam Hazeh, but they are in the Olam Hazeh, and I am
coming to You, Avi HaKadosh. Be shomer over them in Shmecha, which You have given
me, that theymay be Echad as we are Echad.‡

12When I was with them, I was keeping them in the Shem of You, which You have given
me, and I kept shomer, and none of them perished or was lost, except the Ben HaAvaddon
(the Son of Destruction, Perdition, the state of final spiritual ruin, Gehinnom), that the Kitvei
Hakodeshmight be fulfilled.§

13Andnow toYou I amcoming, and I speak these things in theOlamHazeh that theymay
havemy simchamade shleimah in themselves.

14 I have given to them thedvar of Youand theOlamHazehhashad sin'as chinom (hatred
without cause)of them, because theyarenot of theOlamHazeh, just as I amnot of theOlam
Hazeh.

15 I do not make a bakosha that You take them out of the Olam Hazeh, but that You keep
them fromHaRah.

16They are not of the OlamHazeh, just as I am not of the OlamHazeh.
17 Set them apart for a use that is kodesh in HaEmes (The Truth).* Your Dvar is HaEmes.
18As You sent me into the OlamHazeh, so also I send them into the OlamHazeh.
19And for their sake, I set myself apart as kodesh that they also may be set apart for use

that is kodesh in HaEmes.
20However, I do notmake a bakosha concerning these only, but also concerning the ones

becomingma'aminim inme† because of their Dvar,
21That all may be echad, as You, Avi, are inme and I am in You,‡ that also theymay be in

us, that the OlamHazehmay have emunah (faith) that You sent me.
22 The kavod which You have given me, I have given them, that they may be echad just

as we are echad.
23 I in them and You in me that they may become tamim (perfect) in Achdut (Unity) that

the Olam Hazeh may have da'as that You sent me, and had ahavah for them, just as You
have ahavah for me.

24 Elohim Avi, as to that which You have given me, I desire that where I am, those also
may be with me, that they may behold my kavod, which You have given me, because You
had ahavah for me before the hivvased haOlam.

25Avi HaTzaddik, indeed the world did not have da'as of You, but I knew You, and these
ones knew that You sent me.

26 And I have made known to them the Shem of You and will make it known, that the
ahavah with which You lovedmemay be in them and I in them.

18
1 These things having said, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach went out with his talmidim

across the Kidron Valley,* where there was a Gahn (Garden) into which Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach entered with his talmidim.

2NowalsoYehudah fromK'riot, the onebetrayingRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, hadda'as
of the place, because often Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gathered there with his talmidim.

3 Then, Yehudah from K'riot, having taken the band of chaiyalim (soldiers) and avadim
of the Rashei Hakohanim and of the Perushim, comes there with torches and lamps and
weapons.

4 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, therefore, having had da'as of everything coming upon
him, went out and says to them,Whom do you seek?

5They said in reply, Yehoshua, the one from Natzeret. Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says
to them, Ani Hu. Now also Yehudah, the one betraying him, had stood with them.

6When therefore Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach told them, Ani Hu, they recoiled and fell
to the ground.

7 Therefore, again he questioned them, Whom do you seek? And they said, Yehoshua,
the one fromNatzeret.

8 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, I told you that Ani Hu. If therefore you seek
me, let these Bnei Adam go away,

9 That may be fulfilled the dvar which said, Those whom You have given me, I did not
lose any one of them.†
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10Then Shim'on Kefa, having a cherev (sword), drew it and struck the eved of the Kohen
Gadol and cut off his right ear. The name of the eved wasMalchus.

11 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to Kefa, Put the cherev into the sheath.
The kos which HaAv of me has givenme, should I not drink it?

12 Then the band of chaiyalim, their commander, and the avadim (officials) of Yehudah
took him and performed the akedah (binding) on him.

13First they led him to Anan (Annas), for he was khoten (father-in-law) of Caiapha, who
was Kohen Gadol that year.

14 Now Caiapha was the one having given counsel to those of Yehudah that it is a
bedievedike thing (expedient) for oneman to die for HaAm.

15 Now Shim'on Kefa and another talmid were following Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
And that other talmid was known to the Kohen Gadol, and that other talmid entered with
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach into the court of the Kohen Gadol.

16But Kefa had stood at the sha'ar outside. Therefore, the other talmidwent out, the one
known to the Kohen Gadol, and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought in Kefa.

17 Therefore, the maid says to Kefa, Surely you are not also of this manʼs talmidim? He
said, I am not.

18 And the avadim and the mesharetim had made a hadlakah (bonfire), because it was
cold, and they were standing around the hadlakah warming themselves. And also Kefa
was with them, standing andwarming himself.

19 Then the Kohen Gadol interrogated Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach about his talmidim
and his torah (teaching).

20 In reply, he said, In public I have spoken to the Olam Hazeh; I always taught in the
Beit Haknesset and in the Beis Hamikdash, where all the Yehudim come together. Besod
(in secret) I spoke nothing.‡

21Why do you put a she'elah (question) to me? Put a she'elah to the ones having heard
what I spoke to them. Hinei, these ones have da'as of what things I said.

22 But these things having said, one of the mesharetim, one standing nearby, struck
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, saying, Is this the way to answer the Kohen Gadol?§

23 In reply, he spoke, If I spokewrongly, give edut (testimony) about thewrong; but if tov,
why do you strike me?

24Then Anan sent him, still in the akedah, to Caiapha the Kohen Gadol.
25 Now with Shim'on Kefa still standing and warming himself, they said, therefore, to

him, Surely you are not also of his talmidim, are you? In reply, he said, I am not.
26One of the avadim of the Kohen Gadol, one who was a relative of him, one whose ear

Kefa cut off, says, Did I not see you in the Gahn (Garden)with him?
27Therefore, again Kefamade hakhchashah (denial). And immediately a tarnegol (cock)

crowed.
28Therefore, they led Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach from Caiapha to the Praetorium. And

itwasearly. They themselvesdidnot enter into thePraetoriumsoasnot tobecome tema'im
(unclean) and so as to be able to eat the Pesach.

29Pilatewent forthoutside to themandsays,What sitnah (accusation, indictment)doyou
bring against this man?

30 In reply, they said to him, If thismanwere not an evil-doer, wewould not have handed
him over to you.

31Therefore, Pilate said to them, Takehimand judgehimaccording to your Torah. Those
of Yehudah said to him, It is not lawful for us to kill anyone.

32 (This was to fulfill the dvar of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwhich he said, signifying by
what mavet he was about to die).

33Therefore, Pilate again entered into the Praetorium and called Yehoshua, and said to
him, Are you HaMelech HaYehudim?

34 In reply, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach asked, Fromyourself you say this or another told
you about me?

35 In reply, Pilate said, Am I a Yehudi? Your nation and your Kohen Gadol handed you
over to me. What did you do?

36 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, MyMalchut is not of the OlamHazeh. If my
Malchut were of the OlamHazeh, mymesharetimwould have fought, that I should not be
delivered to those of Yehudah; but nowmyMalchut is not from here.

37Therefore, Pilate said to him, So you are aMelech (King)? In reply, he said, You say that
I am a Melech. For this I have been born and for this I have come into the Olam Hazeh,

‡ 18:20 Isa 45:19 § 18:22 Ex 22:27
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that I might bear solemn edut (testimony) to HaEmes. Everyone who is of HaEmes hears
my voice.

38Pilate says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, What is HaEmes?
And having said this, again Pilate went out to those of Yehudah, and says to them, I find

no avon (offense), no cause for punishment, in him.
39But there is aminhag (custom) for you, that Imay release one to youduring thePesach.

Do you want, therefore, that I release to you theMelech HaYehudim?
40Therefore, they criedout again, saying, Not thismanbutBar-Abba. NowBar-Abbawas

an insurrectionist shoded (robber).*

19
1Therefore, then, Pilate took Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and had him scourged.*
2And the [Roman] chaiyalim (soldiers), having woven a wreath out of thorns, put it on

his rosh and a purple [royal] robe they threw around Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
3And they were coming up to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and they were saying, Hail!

YouMelech HaYehudim! And they were repeatedly striking him in the face.
4 And Pilate went outside again and says to them, Hinei, I bring him outside to you, in

order that you may have da'as that I find no avon (offense), no cause for punishment, in
him.

5 Therefore, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came forth outside, wearing the wreath of
thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate says to them, Hinei HaIsh!†

6 Therefore, when the Rashei Hakohanim and the mesharetim saw Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, they cried out, saying, Hang him on HaEtz! Hang him on HaEtz! Pilate says
to them, You take him and you hang him on HaEtz! I find no avon in him.‡

7 In reply, those of Yehudah said, We have a Torah and, according to the Torah, he must
die,§ because hemade himself to be the Ben HaElohim.

8Therefore, when Pilate heard this dvar he was afraid evenmore.
9And Pilate entered into the Praetorium again and says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,

Fromwhere are you? But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not give an answer.*
10Therefore, Pilate says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Tome you do not speak? Do you

not have da'as that I have samchut (authority) to free you and I have samchut (authority)
to hang you on HaEtz?

11 In reply, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach answered him, You do not have samchut
(authority) against me at all, except it had been given to you from above; therefore, the
avon is gadol, is even greater, the avon of the one having handedme over to you.

12From this point, Pilate began seeking to free Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach; but those of
Yehudah cried out, saying, If this man you free, you are no friend of Caesarʼs; everyone
making himself a Melech speaks against Caesar.

13 Therefore, Pilate, having heard these devarim, led Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach out,
and Pilate sat down upon a tribunal (seat of judgment) in a place being called in Aramaic
Gabta, The Pavement.

14Now Erev Pesachwas fast approaching, the sha'ah (hour, time) being about the shishit
(sixth, the sixth hour, about noon),† and Pilate says to those of Yehudah, Hinei yourMelech!

15Therefore, these cried out, Away, away, hang him on HaEtz! Pilate says to them, Shall
I hang on HaEtz your Melech? In reply, the Kohen Gadol said, We do not have a Melech
except Caesar.

16 Then, therefore, Pilate delivered Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to them that he should
be hanged on HaEtz.‡ Therefore, they took Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

17 And carrying by himself HaEtz (The Tree),§ he went out to the place being called
MekomHaGulgolet (Place of the Skull), which is called in Aramaic Gulgolta.

18There they hanged Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach on HaEtz and with him two others on
this side and on that side, and, in themiddle, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

19 And, also, Pilate wrote out an inscription and had it placarded on top of HaEtz (The
Tree). And what it said was, YEHOSHUA, THE ONE FROM NATZERET, MELECH HAYEHUDIM.

20 This inscription, therefore, many of those of Yehudah read, because the place where
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was hanged on HaEtz was near the Ir (City). And it had been
written in Ivrit, in Latin, and in Greek.

* 18:40 Yn 10:1; Mk 15:7 * 19:1 Dt 25:3; Isa 50:6; 53:5 † 19:5 Zech 6:12 ‡ 19:6 Dt 21:22 § 19:7 Lv 24:16
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21 Therefore, the Judean Rashei Hakohanim were saying to Pilate, Do not write Melech
HaYehudim. Rather write, That one said I amMelech HaYehudim.

22 In reply, Pilate said, What I have written, I have written.*
23 Therefore the chaiyalim (soldiers), when they hanged Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

on HaEtz, took his garments and divided them into arba'ah (four) parts, to each chaiyal
(soldier) a part. They also took his kesones.† Now the kesones was seamless, woven from
the top in one piece.

24 Therefore, they said to one another, Let us not tear it but let us cast lots for it‡ to see
whose it will be. They did this in order that the Kitvei Hakodesh might be fulfilled, that
which says, YECHALKU VEGADAI LAHEM V'AL LEVUSHI YAPILU GORAL (They divide my
garments among them and for my clothing they cast lots).§ Therefore the chaiyalim did
these things.

25But therehad stoodbesideHaEtz (Tree)ofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhis Em (Mother)
and the achot (sister)of his Em, andMiryam thewife ofKlofah, andMiryam fromMagdala.

26 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, therefore, having seen his Em (Mother) and the talmid
haahuv having stood by, says to his Em, Isha, hinei your ben!

27 Then Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to the talmid haahuv, Hinei, Imecha (your
Mother)! And from that sha'ah (hour, time) the talmid took her into his own bais.

28 After this, having had da'as that already everything has become shleimah, Rebbe,
MelechHaMoshiach, that theKitveiHakodeshmaybe fulfilled, says, Ani tzameh (I thirst).*

29 A k'li (vessel) full of sour wine chometz vinegar was set there.† The sponge full of
vinegar having been wrapped around a hyssop branch‡ they brought to his mouth.

30 Therefore, when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach received the vinegar, he said, Nishlam!
(It is finished!)§ And having bowed his rosh, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach gave up his
neshamah.

31 Therefore, those of Yehudah, vi-bahlt (since) it was Preparation Day,* they did not
want the geviyot to be left on HaEtz (Tree)† during Shabbos, for it was Shabbat HaGadol,‡
requested Pilate to have the legs broken and the geviyot taken away.

32 Therefore the chaiyalim (soldiers) came and broke the first manʼs legs and then the
other one hanging on HaEtz.

33 But having come to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, when they saw that he was already
niftar (deceased), they did not break his legs.

34But one of the chaiyalimpierced§ his sidewith a romakh (spear), and immediately out
came dahm andmayim.

35And the ed re'iyah (eyewitness) of this has given solemn edut (testimony). And his edut
is ne'emanah (trustworthy). And that one has da'as that he speaks Emes that you might
have emunah.

36 For these things happened that the Kitvei Hakodesh* might be fulfilled, V'ETZEM LO
TISHBERU VO (And not a bone of him shall be broken).†

37And again the Kitvei Hakodesh says, V'HIBITU on him ES ASHER DAKARU (And they
will look on himwhom they pierced.)‡

38 Now after these things, Yosef from Ramatayim, being a talmid of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, butbesod (insecret)becauseof fearof thoseofYehudah, requestedPilate that
hemight take the gufat Yehoshua (Ps 16:9-10; Job 19:25-27; Isa 53:11), and Pilate allowed it.
Yosef from Ramatayim came, therefore, and took the gufat Yehoshua.

39AndalsoRavNakdimoncame, theonehavingcomefirst toRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
balailah, bearing amixture of myrrh and aloes, about one hundred pounds.

40Therefore, they took theGufHaYeshua (BodyofYehoshua)andbound it in linenclothes
with spices as is the burial minhag with the Yehudim.

41Now therewas in the placewhere Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas pierced onHaEtz a
gahn (garden) and in the gahn a kever chadash (new tomb) in which never yet anyone had
been placed.

42And so, because it was Preparation Day for those of Yehudah and because the kever
was nearby, they laid Moshiach there.
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20
1Now on the Yom Rishon, Miryam of Magdala comes early, while it was still dark, to the

kever (tomb) and sees the stone having been taken away from the kever.
2MiryamofMagdala runs thereforeandcomes toShim'onKefaand to the talmidha'ahuv

and says to them, They have taken Adoneinu from the kever (tomb) and we do not have
da'as where they laid him.

3Therefore, Shim'on Kefa went forth and the other talmid, and they were coming to the
kever (tomb),

4And were running, the two together and the other talmid ran ahead faster than Kefa,
and came first to the kever,

5 And having stooped down, the other talmid* sees the tachrichin linen clothes lying
there. However, he did not enter the kever.

6Then comes also Shim'on Kefa following him and Shim'on Kefa entered into the kever
(tomb), and sees the tachrichin linen clothes lying there.

7 And also the mitznefet (head wrapping), which had been upon the rosh of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, the mitznefet not lying with the tachrichin, but apart, having been
folded up in one place.

8 Then, therefore, entered also the other talmid, the one having come first to the kever
(tomb), and he saw and had emunah (faith).

9 For they did not yet have da'as of the Kitvei Hakodesh that it is necessary for Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach to have his Techiyas HaMoshiach.†

10Then the talmidimwent away again to their own homes.
11 Now Miryam had stood at the kever (tomb) outside weeping. Then, as she was

weeping, she bent down into the kever (tomb),
12And sees two malachim (angels) in white, sitting, one at the head and one at the feet,

where the Guf of Yehoshua had previously been lying.
13And those ones say to her, Isha, why do you weep? She says to them, They took Adoni,

and I don't have da'as of where they placed him.
14 When she had said these things, she turned back around, and she sees Yehoshua

standing there, and she did not have da'as that it was Yehoshua.
15Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to her, Isha, why do you weep? Whom do you seek?

Miryam, supposing that he was the shomer hagahn (the keeper of the garden), says to him,
Adon, if you carried him away, tell me where you placed him, and I'll take him.

16He says to her, Miryam. She turns and she says to him in Ivrit, Rabboni. (This means
Mori [my teacher].)

17He says to her, Do not hold on tome, for I have not yetmade the aliyah ascent to HaAv;
but go tomyAchim and tell them, Imake the aliyah ascent to Avi and to Avichem, to Elohai
and Eloheichem.‡

18Miryam fromMagdala comes announcing to the talmidim, I have seenHaAdon.§ And
she told them that He had said to her these things.

19 On that Yom Rishon, when it was erev, and the delatot (doors) having been shut
where the talmidim were, because of fear of those of Yehudah, then came Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach and stood in themidst and says to them, Shalom aleichem!

20 And having said this, He showed his hands and his side to them. Therefore, the
talmidimwere filled with simcha at having seen HaAdon.*

21ThereforeHe said to themagain, Shalomaleichem! AsHaAvhas sentMe, so also I send
you.†

22Andhaving said this,Moshiach breathed on themand says to them, Receive the Ruach
Hakodesh.

23 If yougrant selicha to the averos of any, theyhave selicha; if therebeanywhose averos
you retain, they are retained.‡

24But T'oma, one of the SheneymAsar, the one being called Didymus, was notwith them
when He came.

25Therefore the other talmidim were saying to him, Ra'i'nu es Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach Adoneinu! (We have seen Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu!) But T'oma said to
them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails and I put my finger into the place
of the nails and also put my hand into his side, I will never have emunah (faith).
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26Andafter shmonah yamim (eight days) again the talmidimof Rebbe,MelechHaMoshi-
achwere inside, andT'omawith them. Although thedelatotwere shut,He comesandstood
in themidst and said, Shalom Aleichem.

27 Then He says to T'oma, Bring your finger here and see My hands, and bring your
hand and put it into My side, and do not be without emunah but be a ma'amin (Messianic
believer).

28 In reply, T'oma said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni and Elohai!§
29 And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, Because you have seen Me, you have

emunah (faith)? Ashrey (Happy) are the ones not having seen and having emunah.
30 Therefore, many other otot (miraculous signs) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach also did

before the talmidim, which have not been written in this sefer.
31But these things have been written that youmight have emunah that Yehoshua is the

Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, the BenHaElohim, and that, believingwith emunah, youmay
have Chayyim (Life) b'Shem of Him.

21
1 After these things Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach manifested himself again to His

talmidim at Lake Tiberias. Now Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach wasmanifested thus.
2Together there were Shim'on Kefa and T'oma (his namemeans Twin) and Natan'el, the

one from Kanah in the Galil and the Bnei Zavdai and two others of the talmidim of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach.

3Shim'on Kefa says to them, I am going to fish. They say to Shim'on Kefa,We are coming
also with you. They went forth and embarked into the sirah. And during that lailah they
caught not one thing.

4Now when the beginning of Shacharis had already come, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
stood on the shore. The talmidim had not, however, realized it was he.

5 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says, therefore, to them, Yeladim, surely not any dagim
(fish) you have? In reply, they said to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Lo.

6And Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said to them, Throw the reshet (net) to the right side
of the sirah (boat), and you will find dagim. Therefore, they threw it. And now they were
not strong enough to draw in the reshet (net), because of themultitude of dagim.

7 Therefore, the talmid ha'ahuv says to Shim'on Kefa, It is Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Adoneinu! Therefore, Shim'on Kefa, having heard this, strapped his gartel around his
kaftan, for he was unclothed, and threw himself into the sea.

8But the other talmidim in the sirah, for they were not far from the land but about two
hundred cubits out, came dragging the reshet of the dagim.

9 Therefore, when the talmidim disembarked onto the shore, they see a hadlakah
(bonfire) there and dagim lying on it and lechem.

10 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to them, Bring some from the dagim which you
caught now.

11 Therefore, Shim'on Kefa went up and dragged the reshet (net) onto the shore, full of
large dagim,me'ah vchamishimushloshah (onehundredandfifty three), and, thoughbeing
somany, did not split the reshet (net).

12Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach says to them, Come, eat! Nownot one of the talmidimwas
daring to ask him, Who are you? — having had da'as that it is Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Adoneinu.

13 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes and takes the lechem and gives to them, likewise
the dagim.

14This was now the shlishit (third) time Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having beenmade
to stand up alive from themesim, wasmanifested to the talmidim.

15 Then when they ate, he says to Shim'on Kefa, Shim'on Bar-Yochanan, do you have
ahavah for me more than these? Shim'on Kefa says to him, Ken, Adoni, You have da'as
that I have ahavah for You. He says to him, FeedMy lambs.

16He again a second time says to him, Shim'on Bar-Yochanan, do you have ahavah for
me? Shim'on Kefa says to him, Ken, Adoni, You have da'as that I have ahavah for You. He
says to him, Take care* of My sheep.†

17 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him the shlishit time, Shim'on Bar-Yochanan, do
you have ahavah for me? Kefa was grieved because Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said
to him the shlishit time, Do you have ahavah for me? And he says to Rebbe, Melech

§ 20:28 Ps 35:23 * 21:16 as a ro'eh (shepherd) would † 21:16 2Sm 5:2; Ezek 34:2; Ps 78:71-72
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HaMoshiach, Adoni, You have da'as of all things. You have da'as that I have ahavah for
You. Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach says to him, FeedMy kevasim.

18Omein, omein, I say to you, that when youwere young, youwere girding yourself and
were walking where you wanted, but when you grow old you will extend your hands and
another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go.

19 And this He said signifying by what mavet Shim'on Kefa will glorify HASHEM. After
this, He said to him, FollowMe.

20Having turned, Kefa sees the talmid ha'ahuv following them, who also was reclining
at tish during the seudah upon the kheyk of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and this talmid
was the one who had said Adoni, who is the one betraying you?

21Then Kefa, having seen this one, says to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, Adoni, and what
about this man?

22He says to him, If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow
Me.

23 Therefore, a rumor went out saying to the achim B'Moshiach that that talmid would
not die. But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not tell him that he would not die, but rather,
If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you?

24 This is the talmid, the one giving solemn edut (testimony) about these things, and the
one having written these things and we have da'as that his edut is emes.

25And there aremany other things which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did, which if they
are written one by one, not the Olam Hazeh itself I suppose would have room enough for
the sfarim being written.
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GevurotMeyruach Hakodesh
Introduction

From the “we” sections of Acts (Ac 16:10-17; 20:5—21:18; 27:1—28:16), Lukas intimates
he had opportunity to obtain independent corroboration of the veracity of what came
to be included in the other synoptic Gospels and that Luke had opportunity also to
interview living eye-witnesses in the early pre-ChurbanBayis Sheni period of his travels to
Jerusalemwith Rav Sha'ul, making his writings, Luke-Acts, of inestimable historical value
to Messianic believers today.
Lukas wrote this work around 63 C.E., near the time of his awaiting the first hearing of

Rav Sha'ul before Nero in Rome.

1 In the sefer harishon I wrote about everything, O Theophilus, about Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua, both what he began to do and the shiurim he began to say,

2 Until HaYom, when he made aliyah ascent to Shomayim, having given Moshiachʼs
mitzvot through the Ruach Hakodesh to the Shlichimwhom he chose,

3 To whom also he presented himself chai (alive), after his Messianic yissurim (suffer-
ings), by many convincing proofs, during arba'im yamim appearing to his Shlichim and
speaking concerning theMalchut HASHEM:

4 And, while gathering them at a yechidus, Moshiach gave instructions to them not to
depart fromYerushalayim, but towait for thehavtachah (promise)of [Elohim]HaAvwhich
he said, You heard of fromMe.*

5 For Yochanan gave a tevilah of teshuva with a mikveh mayim, but you will receive a
tevilah in the Ruach Hakodesh not many yamim from now.†

6And at yechidus, having come together, they were asking him saying, Adoneinu, is it at
this time that You are restoring theMalchut HASHEM to Am Yisroel?

7Buthe said to them, It is not for you tohaveda'as of the itim (times)ormoadim (seasons)
which [Elohim] HaAv has set by His own samchut (authority).‡

8But you will receive ko'ach when the Ruach Hakodesh has come upon you, and you all
will be the Eidus (the Witness) of me, in Yerushalayim, and in all Yehudah, and Shomron
and as far as ad ketzeh ha'aretz.

9 And having said these things, while they were looking on, in an aliyah ascent to
Shomayim, Moshiach was taken up; and an anan (cloud) took him away from their eyes.

10And as theywere gazing intently into Shomayim,whileMoshiachwas going— hinei—
two beings, enrobed in white, had been present with them.

11 Also, these said, Men of the Galil, why do you stand looking into Shomayim? This
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, the one having been taken up from you into
Shomayim, will also come again in like manner as you saw him going into Shomayim.

12Then they returned to Yerushalayim fromHarHaZeytim,which fromYerushalayim is
a Shabbos walk.

13And when they entered, they went up to the aliyyah where they were staying, that is,
Kefa andYochanan andYa'akov andAndrewandPhilippos and T'oma andBar-Talmai and
Mattityahu and Ya'akov Ben-Chalfai and Shim'on the Zealot and Yehudah Ben Ya'akov.

14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to tefillah, with the
nashim andwithMiryam the Em of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach andwith his achim.

15And at this time, having stood up, Kefa, in the midst of the Achim b'Moshiach — there
were 120 persons in the place

16— Said, Achim b'Moshiach, the Kitvei Hakodesh had to be fulfilled, which the Ruach
Hakodesh foretold through the peh of Dovid Hamelech concerning Yehudah, who became
a guide to the ones arresting Yehoshua.

17 For he had been numbered among us, and he received his ministry in the Messianic
avodas kodesh of the Moshiachʼs Shlichim.

18 (Now this man, therefore, acquired a sadeh out of the sachar (reward) of his peysha
and, having fallen headlong, he plotst (burst) open in the middle and all the inward parts
of himwere poured out.

19 And this became known to all the ones inhabiting Yerushalayim, so that the sadeh
(field) became known in their language as “Akeldama” — that is “Sadeh of Dahm.”)
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20For it has beenwritten in the Sefer Tehillim, TEHI the place of himNESHAMMAH (one
being deserted)… V'AL YEHI YOSHEV (May his place be deserted and let him not be the one
dwelling in it),§ and PEKUDATOYIKACHACHER (his place of leadershipmay another take.)*

21 It is necessary, therefore, that one of the anashim who accompanied us during all
the time in which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua went in and went out
among us,

22Beginning from the tevilah of teshuva of Yochanan until the day whenMoshiach was
taken up from us — one of these should become Eidus (Witness) with us to the Techiyas
HaMoshiach.

23 And they put forward two anashim, Yosef Bar-Sabba, also called Justus, and Mat-
tityahu.

24Andhavingdavened, they said, Adonoi, youhaveda'asof the levavotofKolBneiAdam.
Therefore, showwhich of these two is your bechirah†

25 to take the place of this avodas kodesh ministry and Shlichus from which Yehudah
turned aside to go to his own place.

26And theydrew lots, and the lot fell toMattityahu, andhewasnumberedwith theAchad
Asar of Moshiachʼs Shlichim.

2
1Andwhen the day of Shavuos is fulfilled, they were all together in one place.*
2 And there was mitamuhl (suddenly) from Shomayim a sound like the rushing of a

violent wind, and it filled the whole bais where they were sitting.
3And leshonot appeared to them, being divided as eish resting on each one of them,
4 And all were filled with the Ruach Hakodesh, and they began to speak in leshonot

acherot as the Ruach Hakodesh was giving the utterance to them.
5 Now there were in Yerushalayim frum, charedi (orthodox) Yehudim from all the

nations under Shomayim.
6 And at this sound, the multitude assembled and was bewildered, because they were

hearing, each one in his own native language, the Achim b'Moshiach speaking.
7 And they were nispoyel (standing in awe) and marveled, saying, Hinei, are not all of

these Galileans speaking?
8And how are we hearing, each in our own language in which wewere born?
9 We Parthians and Medes and Elamites; the ones living in Mesopotamia, Yehudah,

Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia,
10Phrygia, Pamphylia, Mitzrayim (Egypt), and the regions of Libya around Cyrene; and

the visiting Romans,
11Both Yehudim and Gerim (Proselytes), Cretan, and Arabic, we hear them speaking in

other languages [than their own] of the Gevurot (mighty acts) of HASHEM.
12 And all had real hispailus (overwhelming awe) and were bewildered saying one to

another, What can this mean?
13But others, mocking, were saying, Of sweet wine they have been filled!
14But Kefa, having stood with the Achad Asar, lifted up his voice and declared to them,

Anashim Yehudim! And the ones inhabiting Yerushalayim, have da'as of all this and be
goires (listen to)my devarim:

15For these ones are not, as you assume, in their schnaps, for it is only the third hour of
the day (nine o'clock in themorning).

16But this is what has been spoken by Yoel HaNavi;
17And it shall be in the Acharit Hayamim, ne'um HASHEM, ESHPOCH ES RUCHI AL KOL

BASAR V'NIB'U BNEICHEM U'VENOTEICHEM ZIKNEICHEM CHALOMOT YACHALOMUN
BACHUREICHEMCHEZYONOTYIRU†(Iwill pour outmySpirit onall flesh: and your sonsand
daughterswill prophesy, youroldmenwill dreamdreamsandyourbochrimwill see visions).‡

18 And upon My avadim and upon My shfakhot in BAYYAMIM HAHEMMAH ESHPOCH
ES RUCHI (in those days I will pour out my Ruach [Hakodesh]) and they will speak devarim
hanevu'ah:

19 And I will give MOFTIM BASHOMAYIM and signs on ha'aretz below, DAHM VA'EISH
V'TIMROT ASHAM (blood and fire and billows of smoke).

20 The shemesh (sun) will be transformed into choshech (darkness) and the moon into
blood before the great and dreadful YOMHASHEM.

21And it will be that everyonewhoever calls upon the Name of Adonoi will be saved.§

§ 1:20 Ps 69:26 * 1:20 Ps 109:8 † 1:24 1Sm 14:41 * 2:1 Lv 23:15,16 † 2:17 Yoel 3:1 ‡ 2:17Ac 2:28f; Num
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22 Anshei Yisroel, listen to these devarim: Yehoshua of Natzeret, a man having been
attested byHASHEM to you by gevurot andmoftimwhichHASHEM did through him in your
midst, just as you yourselves have da'as,

23 This one, delivered up by the determined cheshbon (plan) and yedi'ah mukdemet
(foreknowledge) of HASHEM, and by the hand of lawless Bnei Adam you made him talui
al HaEtz*(being hanged on the Tree) and put him to death.†

24But in fact HASHEM made Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to stand up alive again, having
destroyed the Chevlei HaMavet, because it was impossible for Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
to be held by Deathʼs ko'ach.

25For Dovid Hamelech says of him, SHIVVITI HASHEM L'NEGDI TAMID, KI MIMINI BAL
EMMOT (I set Adonoi beforeme always, because he is atmy right hand I will not be shaken.)‡

26 Therefore my heart was cheered up and my tongue exulted and in addition also my
flesh, my body, will live in secure [hope].§

27Because you will not abandon the nefesh (soul) of me to destruction nor will you give
your Chasid* to see corruption.

28 TODIEINI ORACH CHAYYIM SOVA SEMACHOT ES PANECHA (You made known to me
the path of Chayyim, youwill fill mewith simcha in your presence).†

29Anashim Achim, it is permitted to speak with bitachon (confidence) to you benoigeia
(regarding) Dovid Avinu, that also he died and was buried and his kever (tomb) is with us
until this day.‡

30 Therefore, being a Navi and having da'as that with a shevu'ah (an oath) HASHEM
swore to him that from his loins his zera would sit upon his KISSE…§

31Foreseeing this, Dovid Hamelech spoke about the Techiyas HaMoshiach: neither was
he “abandoned to destruction nor did his BASAR see corruption.”*

32This Yehoshua in fact HASHEMmade to stand up alive again, ofwhichwe all are Edim.†
33Having been exalted to the right hand of HASHEM and having received the havtachah

of the Ruach Hakodesh from [Elohim] HaAv, Moshiach poured out this which you also see
and hear.

34ForDovidHamelechdidnot ascend into Shomayim, buthe says,HASHEMsays toAdoni,
SHEV LIMINI (sit down atmy right hand),

35Until I make OYVECHA (your enemies) your footstool.‡
36 Therefore, assuredly let Klal Yisroel have da'as that this Yehoshua, whom you made

talui al HaEtz§(being hanged on the Tree), this one HASHEM has made both Adoneinu and
Rabbeinu, Melech HaMoshiach.

37Andwhen theyheard this, theywerepiercedwith conviction in their levavot, and they
said to Kefa and to the other of Moshiachʼs Shlichim, Achim, what shall we do?

38 And Kefa said to them, Make teshuva (repentance, turning from chet to HASHEM) and
each of you submit to a tevilah of teshuva in the Shem of Yehoshua HaMoshiach, for the
selichat avon of you, and youwill receive thematanah of the Ruach Hakodesh.

39 For to you is the havtachah and to your yeladim and to all the ones at a distance, as
many as may YIKRA B'SHEMADONOI ELOHEINU.*

40And with many other devarim, Kefa gave solemn edut (testimony) and was warning
them, Receive yeshu'at Eloheinu from this DOR IKKESHU'FETALTOL (warped and crooked
generation)!†

41 Those, who were mekabel Besuras HaGeulah and welcomed his dvar, submitted to
a tevilah of teshuva and there were added in that day nefashot (souls) beerech (approxi-
mately, dacht zich) shloshet alafim (three thousand).

42 And they were keseder (constantly) shtark (steadfastly) devoting themselves to the
Moshiachʼs pnimiyus (innermost) Torah as handed on by Moshiachʼs Shlichim (emmis-
aries of the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach) and to being mishtatef (involved, joining) in the
Messianic Chavurah (fellowship, company, group),‡ and to the tishen (shared meals) with
Betzi'at HaLechem (Breaking Bread) at the Seudos Moshiach and to the Tefillos.

43Allwere filledwith yirat Shomayimandwere nispoyel (in awe), andmanymoftim and
otot throughMoshiachʼs Shlichimwere taking place.
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44And all the [Jewish] Ma'aminim HaMeshichiyimwere together and they were having
all things in common.

45And theywere selling theirproperties andpossessionsandweredistributing tzedakah
to everyone as someone had need.§

46Andyomyom,devoting themselveswithonemind in thecourtsof theBeisHamikdash,
and from bais to bais, offering the Betzi'at HaLechem, they were together at tish with
single-hearted exultation and hitlahavut.

47 Praising HASHEM, and having favor with all the people while G-d was adding to their
number yom yom those receiving yeshu'at Eloheinu.

3
1Now Kefa and Yochanan were going up to the Beis Hamikdash at the hour of tefillah,

the ninth hour (three o'clock in the afternoon).*
2And a certain ish, an ish (pisei'ach from thewombof his em), was being carried and they

were putting himbederech klal (usually) yomyomat the sha'ar of the Beis Hamikdash, the
one being called the Sha'ar Hatiferet, in order to beg for tzedakah from the ones entering
into the Beis Hamikdash.

3When the ish pisei'ach (lameman) sawKefa andYochananbeing about to enter into the
Beis Hamikdash, he began begging them for tzedakah.

4But Kefa, as did Yochanan, gazed at him, saying, Look at us!
5 And the ish pisei'ach was paying heed to them, expecting to receive something from

them.
6And Kefa said, Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have I give to you. In ha-Shem

of the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua of Natzeret, get up andwalk!
7And having grasped him by the yamin, Kefa lifted him up, and immediately the manʼs

feet and ankles were strengthened.
8And leaping up, he stood and was walking around, and he entered with them into the

Beis Hamikdash, walking and leaping and shouting, Baruch HASHEM!†
9And all the people saw himwalking and shouting, Baruch HASHEM!
10And they recognized him, that he was the one sitting at the Sha'ar Hatiferet (Beautiful

Gate) of the Beis Hamikdash begging for tzedakah; and they were nispoyel (standing in
awe) and amazement at what had happened to him.

11Nowwhile Kefa and Yochanan were being held by him, all the people ran together to
them at the Portico which is called Ulam Sh'lomo, and the people were utterly astonished.

12And when Kefa saw this, he answered the people, preaching, Anshei Yisroel, why are
you bewildered at this or at us? Why are you gazing as if it were by our own ko'ach or
chassidus that this man has become able to walk?

13HASHEM, Elohei Avraham V'Elohei Yitzchak V'Elohei Ya'akov, the G-d of Avoteinu, has
brought kavod to hismesharet, his Eved, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach Yehoshuawhomyou
delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate when you decided to release the other
one.‡

14 But you denied HaKadosh and the Tzaddik and you asked for a man who was a
rotzeach (murderer) to be granted unto you,

15but theSarHaChayyimyoudidawaywith,whomHASHEMmade to standupaliveagain
from themesim, of which we are edim (witnesses).

16 And on the basis of emunah in Shmo (Name), this ish whom you see and know, the
Shem of Yehoshua has made him strong; ken, and it is emunah (faith) that comes through
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, which has given a refu'ah shleimah (complete
healing) to this man in the presence of all of you.

17And now, Achim, I realize that according to a lack of da'as you acted, as did also your
manhigim (leaders).

18ButHASHEMhas thus fulfilled the thingswhich he announced beforehand through the
mouth of all the Nevi'im that the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach should undergo Messianic
yissurim (sufferings).

19Therefore, make teshuva (repentance, turning from chet [sin] to G-d) and turn in order
that your chatta'im, your averos (sins)may be removed,§

20 In order that times of rest may come from the presence of Adonoi, and that he may
send the one having been proclaimed beforehand to you, that is, the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach,
§ 2:45 Dt 28:1-14 * 3:1 Ps 55:17 † 3:8 Isa 35:6 ‡ 3:13 Ex 3:6,15; Isa 52:13; 53:11 § 3:19 Ps 51:1; Isa 43:25;
44:22
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21Whomit isnecessary for Shomayimto receiveuntil the timesof theTikkunofall things
of which HASHEM spoke long ago through themouth of his Nevi'im hakedoshim.

22 Moshe Rabbenu indeed said, NAVI KAMONI* for you HASHEM Adonoi will raise up
from your achim; to him you will give heed according to everything whatever he may
speak to you.†

23And itwill be that everynefesh (soul)whoeverLOYISHMA (doesnot listen) to thatNavi
(prophet)will be utterly destroyed from among the people.‡

24And likewise all the Nevi'im (prophets) from Shmuel and his successors onward, also
announced HaYomHaZeh.

25 You are the Bnei HaNevi'im (prophets) and you are the Bnei HaBrit which HASHEM
decreed to your Avot, saying to Avraham Avinu, V'NIVRAKHU (and they will be blessed) in
your ZERA (Seed), KOL MISHPEKHOT HA'ADAMAH (and in your Zera will be blessed all the
families of the earth.)§

26To you rishonah (first)HASHEM raised up his EVED,* sending him to give you a bracha,
turning every one of you in teshuva away from your wicked ways.

4
1Nowwhile theywere speaking to thepeople, thekohanimand theSarTzevaHaHeikhal,

and the Tzedukim (Sadducees), approached them,
2Being greatly annoyed, because they were teaching HaAm and preaching in Yehoshua

the Techiyas HaMesim.
3And they took them with their hands, and put them in the beis hasohar until the next

day, for it was already erev.
4Andmanyof theoneshaving listened to thedvarHASHEMhademunah; and thenumber

of themen came to be lav davka (approximately) chameshet alafim.
5And it came about on the next day their manhigim and Zekenim and the Sofrim were

gathered together in Yerushalayim,
6AndalsoAnan theKohenGadol andCaiaphaandYochananandAlexanderandasmany

as were of themishpochah of the Kohen Gadol.
7Andwhen theyhadplaced theMoshiachʼs Shlichim in theirmidst, theywere inquiring,

By what ko'ach or in what Shem have you done this?
8Then Kefa, having been filled with the Ruach Hakodesh, said to them, Sarei HaAm and

Zekenim,
9 If we today are being examined on account of a ma'aseh tov done to a handicapped

man, as to by what means this one has been given refuah shleimah,
10Let itbeknowntoall ofyouand toKlalYisroel, thatb'ShemRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach

Yeshoshua of Natzeret, whom you hanged on HaEtz,* whom HASHEM made to stand up
alive again from HaMesim — by this Shem this man stands here before you shalem b'guf
(healthy).

11He† is HAEVENMA'ASU (the Stonewhichwas rejected) by you, HABONIM (the builders),
which HAY'TAH LEROSH PINNAH (became the very corner) stone.‡

12 And there is no Yeshu'at Eloheinu in any other, for there is no other Shem under
Shomayim that has been given among Bnei Adam, by which it is necessary for you to be
spared.§

13Now observing the boldness of Kefa and Yochanan, and having perceived that they
arenot yeshiva-trainedTorah teachers, theyweremarveling andbegan to recognize them,
that they had been with Yehoshua.

14And seeing themanwho had received refuah shleimah standing with them, they had
nothing to say keneged to it.

15And having ordered the Shlichim to step outside the Sanhedrin chambers, they began
conferring with one another,

16Saying,What shouldwedowith these anashim? For that a remarkable ot has occurred
through them is evident to all the ones inhabiting Yerushalayim, and we are not able to
make hakhchashah of the fact.

17But lest it may be spread further among the Am Yisroel, let us warn them no longer to
speak to anyman b'shem hazeh (in this name).

* 3:22 T. N. i.e., a prophet like Moses † 3:22 Dt 18:15,18 ‡ 3:23 Dt 18:19; Lv 23:29 § 3:25 Gn 12:3; 22:18; 26:4;
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18And, having summoned them, they commanded them not to say drashot or shiurim
b'shem Yehoshua at all.*

19But Kefa and Yochanan in reply said to them, If it is tov before HASHEM to listen to you
rather than to HASHEM, you be the Beit Din Dayan;

20For we are not able to cease speaking about what we saw and heard†.‡
21And when they had threatened them further, they released them, finding no basis on

which they might punish them, because of the people, vi-bahlt all were crying “Baruch
HASHEM!” on account of what had happened.

22 For the man was more than ben arba'im shanah, upon whom this ot of refu'ah had
been brought about.

23 And, after having been released, the Moshiachʼs Shlichim came to their own, and
reported all the things the Rashei Hakohanim and the Zekenim had said to them.

24 And having heard this, the people lifted their voices to HASHEM with one mind, and
said, Rabbono Shel Olam, you are the one BARAH ES HASHOMAYIM V'ES HA'ARETZ and
the yam and all that is in them,§

25And You are the OneWho by the Ruach Hakodesh through the mouth of Avinu Dovid
Your eved, said, LAMMAH RAGESHU GOYIM UL'UMMIM YEHIGU RIK (Why did the Goyim
rage and the peoples plot vain and futile things?)

26YITYATZVUMALKHEI ERETZ V'ROZNIM NOSEDU YACHAD AL HASHEM V'ALMOSHI-
ACHO (The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers assembled together against
HASHEMand against HisMoshiach.)*

27 For be'emes (in truth) in this Ir (City), keneged (in opposition, against) Your Eved
HaKadosh YehoshuawhomYou did anoint, therewere assembled bothHerod and Pontius
Pilate along with the Goyim and HaAm Yisroel,†

28To do whatever that was by Your hand and by Your ratzon (will) it was nigzar merosh
(predestined) to occur.

29And now, Adonoi, look upon their threats and grant that Your avadimmay speak Your
dvar with all ometz lev (courage, boldness),‡

30While You stretch out Your hand for refu'ah and otot andmoftim to occur through the
Shem of Your Eved HaKadosh Yehoshua.

31And after they had davened, the place in which they had assembled was shaken and
everyone was filled with the Ruach Hakodesh and they were speaking the dvar HASHEM
with ometz lev (courage, boldness).

32 Now the Messianic Kehillah velt (community) of the ones having had emunah had
achdus in lev (heart) and nefesh (soul), and not one was saying that any of the possessions
belonging to himwas his own, but everything to themwas in common.

33 And with gevaltike (extraordinary) ko'ach (power) the Moshiachʼs Shlichim were
giving eidus (testimony) of the Techiyas of Yehoshua Adoneinu. And great Chen v'Chesed
HASHEMwas upon them all.

34For therewasnooneneedyamong them, for asmanyaswereowners of sadot orbatim
were selling them andwere bringing the proceeds of the sale,

35 And were placing them at the feet of Moshiachʼs Shlichim and were distributing to
each one as anyone was nitzrach (needy).

36 And Yosef, a Levi from Cyprus, a man having been named Bar-Nabba by the Moshi-
achʼs Shlichim, a namewhich being translatedmeans, “Son of Encouragement,”

37 This one owned a sadeh and, when he sold it, brought the kesef and laid it at the feet
of Moshiachʼs Shlichim.

5
1And a certainman by the name Chananyah, with his wife Shappira, sold property,
2 And he, with his wife in collusion as to da'as, misappropriated from the price, and

having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the Moshiachʼs Shlichim.*
3But Kefa said, Chananyah, why has HaSatan filled your lev (heart) that you lied to the

Ruach Hakodesh andmisappropriated from the price of the land?†
4While it remained with you, did it not remain yours? And after it was sold, were the

proceeds not under your samchut (authority)? How is it that you have hatched this deed
in your lev (heart)? Your sheker (lie)was not to Bnei Adam but to Elohim.‡
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5Andhearing thesedevarim, having fallendown, Chananyahdied; and there camegreat
yirat Shomayim upon all the ones listening.§

6 And having got up, the bochrim threw the tachrichin shroud over him and, having
carried him out, they buried him in a kever.

7 And there was an interval of lav davka (approximately) shloshah sha'ot and then his
isha, not having da'as of what had happened, entered.

8And in reply to her, Kefa said, Tell me, you sold the sadeh for such and such a price, did
you? And she said, Ken, for such and such a price, that was the amount.

9AndKefa said to her,Whywas it agreed by the two of you to put the RuachHakodesh of
HASHEM to the test? Hinei! The feet of the ones having buried your ba'al are at the petach
(doorway), and they will carry you out.

10And she fell immediately at his feet anddied. And, the bochrim, having entered, found
her dead; and, having carried her out, they buried her with her ba'al.

11And there came great yirat Shomayim upon the whole Messianic kehillah and upon
all the ones hearing these things.

12 Now by the hands of the Moshiachʼs Shlichim were being effected many otot and
moftim among the people and with a sense of achdus they were all in the Ulam Sh'lomo.

13Butnoneof the restwasdaring tobemishtatef in a chavura (becoming involved, joining
a fellowship)with them; however, the Am Yisroel held theMessianic Jews in high esteem.

14 And more and more ma'aminim hameshichiyim in Adoneinu were being added,
multitudes of anashim and nashim,

15Somuch so that even out into the rekhovot theywould carry the cholim and put them
on pallets and mats, that when Kefa came by, at least his shadowmight fall upon some of
them.

16And also the multitudes from the shtetlach surrounding Yerushalayim were coming
together, carrying the cholim and the ones being tormented by ruchot teme'ot (unclean
spirits); and they were all receiving refu'ah shleimah.

17 But there was an uprising of the Kohen Gadol and all the ones with him of the
Tzedukim kat, and they were filled with kinah.

18And they laid their hands upon theMoshiachʼs Shlichim and they put them in a public
beis hasohar.

19 And a malach Adonoi (an angel of HASHEM) opened the doors of the beis hasohar
balailah, and having led them out, said,*

20 Go and stand and speak in the Beis Hamikdash to the people kol divrei HaChayyim
haelleh.

21And having heard, the Moshiachʼs Shlichim entered the Beis Hamikdash at Shachrit
and were saying shiurim.
And when the Kohen Gadol and the ones with him had come, they called together the

Sanhedrin and all the assembly of Zekenim of the Bnei Yisroel, and they sent to the beis
hasohar for the prisoners to be brought to them.

22But theirmesharetim, having come, did not find them in the beis hasohar. And having
returned, they reported these things

23Saying,We found thebeis hasohar locked tight and the shomrimstanding at the doors;
but whenwe opened up, we found no one inside.

24Andwhen the Sar TzevaHaHeikhal of the BeisHamikdash and the Rashei Hakohanim
heard thesewords, theywere perplexed about them, as far aswhatwould come of all this.

25 But someone came and reported to them, Hinei, the men whom you put in the beis
hasohar are in the Beis Hamikdash standing and saying shiurim to the people.

26 Then the Sar Tzeva HaHeikhal went along with the mesharetim and brought the
Moshiachʼs Shlichim back, but notwith force— for they feared the people, lest they should
be stoned.

27 And when they had brought them, they stood the Moshiachʼs Shlichim before the
Sanhedrin, and the Kohen Gadol questioned them,

28Saying, Didwe notwith a strict command charge you not to say shiurimb'shemhazeh
and, hinei, youhavefilledYerushalayimwithyour torahandaredetermined tobringupon
us the dahm of this man.

29 And in reply Kefa and the Moshiachʼs Shlichim said, It is necessary to obey HASHEM
rather than Bnei Adam.†

30 Elohei Avoteinu made Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to stand up alive again,
the very one whom you killed, havingmade him talui al haEtz (being hanged on the tree).‡

§ 5:5 Ps 5:6 * 5:19 Gn 16:7; Ex 3:2; Ps 34:7 † 5:29 Ex 1:17 ‡ 5:30 Dt 21:23
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31 This one HASHEM exalted as Sar and Moshi'a (Oisleizer) to His right hand to grant
teshuva to Yisroel and selicha (forgiveness) of chatta'im (averos, sins).

32And we are the eidus (witness) of these matters and so is the Ruach Hakodesh whom
HASHEM gave to the ones obeying Him.

33And the ones having heardwere cut to the quick and in furywere deciding to do away
with them.

34 But a certain Parush got up in the Sanhedrin, a moreh of Torah by name Rabban
Gamli'el, respected by kol AmYisroel, and he gave orders to put themen outside for a little
while.

35 And Rabban Gamli'el said to them, Anshei Yisroel, pay attention to yourselves what
you are about to do with these anashim.

36 For at an earlier tekufa (era, period), there was the uprising of Theudas, who claimed
to be somebody himself, with whom were associated a number of anashim lav davka
(approximately) four hundred; who was done away with and as many as were obeying
himwere all dispersed and it came to nothing.

37 After this there was Yehudah HaGalili in the yamim of the census; who misled the
people to follow after him and thatman perished and, asmany aswere obeying him,were
all scattered.

38And now I say to you, stay away from these anashim, and leave them alone, because if
this cheshbon (plan) or this matter is of Bnei Adam, it will be overthrown.

39 But if it is from HASHEM, you are not able to overthrow them — in that case you
may even be found to be fighting keneged (against, opposing)HASHEM. And they were
persuaded by Rabban Gamli'el.§

40 And having called together the Moshiachʼs Shluchim and having flogged them, they
warned them not to speak in the shem of Yehoshua, and they released them.

41 Therefore Moshiachʼs Shluchim were going rejoicing from the presence of the San-
hedrin, that they were considered worthy to suffer shame for ha-Shem (the Name).

42And every day in the Beis Hamikdash and from bais to bais they did not stop saying
shiurim and drashot about Yehoshua as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

6
1Now in these yamimof theMessianic talmidim being increased, therewas a complaint

by the Greek-speaking Yehudim keneged (against) the Sabra Yehudimmitzad (as to) their
Greek-speaking Jewish almanot being overlooked in the daily support.

2And the Sheneym Asar, having called the multitude of the talmidim together, said, It is
not desirable for us to neglect the dvar HASHEM in order to serve tishen.

3But select from among you Achim b'Moshiach, that is, shivah anashim, being of shem
tov (good reputation) and full of the Ruach Hakodesh and chochmah, whom we will
appoint over this duty;*

4 But we will be devoted to tefillah and to the avodas kodesh service of the Dvar of the
Besuras HaGeulah.

5 And this dvar found approval before all the multitude and they chose Stefanos, a
man full of emunah (faith) and of the Ruach Hakodesh, and they also chose Philippos
and Prochorus and Nikanor and Timon and Parmenas and Nicholas, a ger (proselyte) of
Antioch,

6Whom they placed before the Moshiachʼs Shlichim. And having davened, Moshiachʼs
Shlichim gave them s'michah, laying their hands on them.†

7And the Dvar HASHEM was increasing, and the number of talmidim was being greatly
multiplied inYerushalayim, andakama (quiteanumber)of thekohanimwereobeying the‡
emunah (faith).

8And Stefanos, full of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM and ko'ach (power), was effecting otot
andmoftim gedolim among the people.

9 But some of the men from the shul called the Beit Knesset of the Meshuchrarim (the
Freedmen) and the Cyrenians and the Alexandrians, and the ones from Cilicia and Asia,
rose up and argued with Stefanos,

10 And they were not able to contradict the chochmah and the Ruach Hakodesh with
which he was speaking.

11Then they secretly inducedanashimto say,WehaveheardhimcommitChillulHASHEM
in the words he spoke keneged (against)Moshe Rabbenu and HASHEM.§

§ 5:39 2C 13:12; Prov 21:30; Isa 46:10 * 6:3 Ex 18:21; Neh 13:13 † 6:6Num 8:10; 27:18 ‡ 6:7 Orthodox Jewish
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12 And they aroused the people and the Zekenim and the Sofrim and they came upon
Stefanos and they seized him and they brought him to the Sanhedrin,

13Andedei sheker (falsewitnesses) swore falsely, saying, Thisman is not ceasing to speak
words keneged (against)MakomHaKadosh HaZeh and the Torah.*

14Forwehaveheardhimsaying that this Yehoshua fromNatzeretwill destroy this place†
andwill change the chukim of the Torah whichMoshe Rabbenu handed down to us.

15And having stared intently at him, all the ones sitting in the Sanhedrin saw his ponem
looking like the face of a malach.

7
1And the Kohen Gadol said, Are these things so?
2 And Stefanos said, Achim and Avot, hear me! Elohei Hakavod appeared to Avraham

Avinuwhile he was inMesopotamia before he lived in Charan.*
3AndHASHEMsaid toAvram,Get theeout of thy country, and fromthykindred, andcome

to the land which I shall show you.†
4Then having departed from the land of the Chaldeans, he settled in Charan. And from

there, after the mavet of his Av, he was settled by HASHEM here in this land in which we
now are living.‡

5And HASHEM did not give to him a nachalah (inheritance) in it nor AD MIDRACH KAF
REGEL (evenenough toput your footon);§ andyet, evenwhenhehadnoben, thehavtachah
(promise)ofHASHEMtohimwasESHAARETZHAZOTE'TEN (This land Iwill give) tohimand
to his zera (seed) after him.*

6 And HASHEM spoke thus, that GER YIHIYEH ZAR'ACHA (your seed will be strangers
[aliens]) in anotherʼs† land and them they will enslave and they will mistreat them ARBA
ME'OT SHANAH (four hundred years).‡

7V'GAM ES HAGOY ASHER YA'AVODU DAN ANOCHI (And whatever nation to which they
shall be inbondage Imyselfwill judge, saidHASHEM,)VACHAREIKHENYETZU (Andafter that
they will come out) and serveme in this place.§

8And he gave to himbrismilah. And thus AvrahamAvinu became the father of Yitzchak
andhedidhis brismilah on theYomHaShemini andYitzchakbecame the father of Ya'akov
and Ya'akov of the Sheneym Asar HaAvot.*

9And theAvot had kinah toward Yosef and sold him intoMitzrayim (Egypt), andHASHEM
was with him.†

10 And HASHEM delivered Yosef from all his tzoros and gave to him Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM and chochmah before Pharaoh king of Mitzrayim (Egypt) and he appointed him
his grand vizier to rule over Mitzrayim and over his whole bais.‡

11Now a famine came over all Mitzrayim (Egypt) and Kena'an and tzarah gedolah (great
tribulation) and Avoteinu were not finding okhel.§

12 And when Ya'akov Avinu heard that there was grain in Mitzrayim (Egypt), he sent
Avoteinu there pa'am harishonah (the first time).*

13And on the second visit Yosef was recognized by his Achim, and Yosefʼs mishpochah
became known to Pharaoh.†

14 And having sent, Yosef summoned Ya'akov his Abba and all his mishpochah,
SHIVIM‡(Seventy) nefashot (souls).§

15And Ya'akov Avinu went down toMitzrayim (Egypt) and he died, as did Avoteinu.*
16And they were brought back to Shechem and were placed in the kever (tomb) which

Avraham bought for a sum of silver from the banim of Chamor in Shechem.†
17 Now as the time of the havtachah (promise) was drawing near, which HASHEM

promised to Avraham Avinu, the people grew andweremultiplied inMitzrayim,‡
18Until overMitzrayim there appeared aMELECHCHADASHASHERLOYADAES YOSEF

(a new kingwho knew not Yosef).§
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19 This king exploited by his shrewdness our nation and mistreated Avoteinu so as to
make their ollelim (infants) exposed in order not to keep them alive.*

20And at this time Moshe Rabbenu was born and he was well pleasing to HASHEM; and
he was nurtured for shloshah chodashim in the bais of his abba.†

21 And after he had been exposed, the bat Pharaoh took Moshe Rabbeinu away, and
brought him up as her own son.‡

22 And Moshe Rabbenu was instructed in all the chochmah of the Egyptians and in
devarim (words) and pe'ulot (deeds) he was given ko'ach.§

23But when arba'im shanah of his days were completed, it entered into his lev (heart) to
visit his Achim of the Bnei Yisroel.*

24Andhaving seen one of thembeing treatedunjustly he retaliated andbrought yashrus
(justice) for the one being oppressed by striking down the Egyptian.†

25Now he was assuming that his achim had binah that HASHEM by the hand of Moshe
was giving Yeshu'at Eloheinu to them, but they did not have binah (understanding).

26 And on the next day he came to them as they were fighting and Moshe was trying
to reconcile them in shalom, saying, Anashim, you are achim, why are you injuring one
another?‡

27 But the one injuring his re'a pushed Moshe aside, saying MI SAMECHA L'ISH SAR
V'SHOFET ALENU? (Whomade you ruler and judge over us)?§

28HALEHARGENI ATAHOMERKA'ASHERHARAGTA yesterday ESHAMITZRI (Youdonot
mean to kill me in the samemanner as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?)

29And Moshe Rabbenu fled at this dvar and became a stranger in eretz Midyan, where
he became the father of shnei banim.*

30And at the fulfillment of arba'im shanah a MALACH appeared to him BELABAT EISH
MITOCH HASENEH (in flame of fire from within a burning thorn bush) in the desert of the
mountain Sinai.†

31 And Moshe Rabbenu having seen this, was nispoyel (standing in awe) at the chazon
and, as he was approaching it to lookmore closely, there came the kol (voice) of HASHEM,‡

32 I am the G-d of your Avot, I am the G-d of Avraham and the G-d of Yitzchak and the G-d
of Ya'akov. But Moshe Rabbenuwas trembling with pachad andwas not daring to look.§

33 And HASHEM said to him, SAL NE'ALECHA ME'AL RAGLECHA (Take off your sandals
from your feet) for the place on which you have stood is admat kodesh (holy ground).*

34 I have seen the ONI AMMI ASHER B'MITZRAYIM (misery of my people in Mitzrayim
[Egypt]) and the groaning of them Iheard and I camedown todeliver them. Andnowcome
that I may send you to Mitzrayim (Egypt).†

35ThisMoshewhom they denied, having said, MI SAMECHAL'ISH SARV'SHOFET? (Who
made you a ruler and a judge?), is the one whom G-d sent to be both SAR (ruler) and GO'EL
(redeemer)with the help of themalach having appeared to him in the thorn bush.‡

36This one led them out, effectingmoftim and otot in eretz Mitzrayim (Egypt) and in the
Yam Suf and in themidbar arba'im shanah.§

37 This is the Moshe who said to the Bnei Yisroel, NAVI MIKIRBECHA ME'ACHECHA
KAMONI YAKIM (A prophet from among you from your brothers likeme [HASHEM]will raise
up.)*

38 This is the one having been in the kahal (assembly) in the midbar together with the
malach speaking to him at the mountain of Sinai, who was with Avoteinu; he is the one
who received torat chayyim to give to us.†

39And Avoteinu were not willing to have mishma'at (obedience) to Moshe Rabbenu, but
they pushed him aside and they turned their levavot back to Mitzrayim (Egypt),‡

40Having said to Aharon, Make for us g-ds whowill go before us; for this Moshewho led
us out of the land of Mitzrayimwe do not knowwhat happened to him.§

41 And at that time they made an egel (calf) and brought a sacrifice offering to the elil
(idol) andwere taking delight in thema'asim (works) of their hands.*

42 But HASHEM turned away and handed them over to serve the tzeva Shomayim, just
as it has been written in the sefer haNevi'im, HAZEVACHIM UMINCHAH HIGASHTEM LI
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BAMIDBAR ARBA'IM SHANAH, BET YISROEL (It was not to me that you offered victims and
sacrifices forty years in the wilderness, was it, O House of Israel?)†

43You also took up the ohel of Moloch and the KOKHAV of your g-d Reifan, the tzelamim
(idols)which youmade toworship them; thereforeN'HIGLEITI ETKHEMMEHALAH (Iwill
exile you beyond) Babylon.‡

44Avoteinu had the Mishkan HaEdut in the midbar just as the One who spoke to Moshe
[Rabbeinu] directed him tomake it according to the TAVNIT (pattern)which he had seen.§

45 And having received it in their turn, Avoteinu brought it in with Yehoshua (Joshua)
upon the dispossessing of the land of the Goyim, which HASHEM drove out from the
presence of Avoteinu until the yamim of Dovid.*

46 And Dovid found Chen v'Chesed HASHEM before G-d, and asked that he might find a
mishkan for Elohei Ya'akov.†

47And Sh'lomo (Solomon) built for him a Beis.‡
48ButHaElyondoes not dwell in battimmadebyhumanhands, just as theNavi (prophet)

says,§
49HASHOMAYIM KISSI V'HAARETZ HADOM RAGLAI (Heaven is my throne and earth is

the footstool formy feet). EI-ZEH BAYIT ASHER TIVNU LI (What kind of Housewill you build
forme?) says HASHEM, V'EI ZEHMAKOMMENUCHATI (Or where will my resting place be?)

50Did not my hand ASATAH (make) all these things?*
51You AM KESHEH OREF (stiff-necked people),† you who are without the “bris milah” of

the lev (heart) and of the oznayim (ears), you always resist the Ruach Hakodesh; you are
doing like your Avot.‡

52Which of the Nevi'im (prophets) did your Avot not persecute? And they killed the ones
having announced beforehand about the Bias HaMoshiach, the coming of the Tzaddik of
whom now you became bogedim and rotzechim (murderers);

53Youwho received the Torah at the directions of malachim andwere not shomer of it.
54Andhearing these things, theywere infuriated in their levavot, and theyweregrinding

their teeth at him.
55But being full of the Ruach Hakodesh and having gazed into Shomayim, Stefanos saw

the kavod (glory) of HASHEM and Yehoshua standing limin HASHEM.
56 And Stefanos said, Hinei, I see Shomayim having been opened and the Bar

Enosh§(Moshiach) standing limin HASHEM.
57And having cried out with a kol gadol, they shut their oznayim and they rushed down

with one impulse upon Stefanos.
58And having driven Stefanos outside the Ir (City), theywere stoning him. And the edim

took off their garments at the feet of a bochur named Sha'ul.*
59 And they went on stoning Stefanos as he called upon HASHEM, saying, Adoneinu,

receive my neshamah.†
60And having fallen down, he cried out in a kol gadol, Adoneinu, may this aveirah not

be held against them! And having said this, Stefanos fell asleep. And Rav Sha'ulwas giving
approval to themurder of Stefanos.

8
1And there came about in that day a great pogrom keneged (against) the Brit Chadasha

Kehillah in Yerushalayim, and everyonewas scattered throughout the regions of Yehudah
and Shomron except the Moshiachʼs Shlichim.

2 And chasidim came and gave kevurah (burial) to Stefanos and they made loud
lamentation over him.

3 But Rav Sha'ul was making havoc of the Moshiachʼs Kehillah, barging in bais by bais,
dragging off both anashim and nashim, and delivering them over to the beis hasohar.

4The ones therefore having been scattered went about darshenen the dvar HASHEM.
5Now Philippos,* having gone down to the city of Shomron, was preaching to them the

Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
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6And the multitudes with one accord were paying attention to the things being said by
Philippos, as they heard him and saw the otot which he was accomplishing.

7Formany had ruchot teme'ot coming out, crying outwith a kol gadol, andmany having
been paralyzed andmany pisechim (lame ones)were given refu'ah shleimah.

8And there was great simchah in that city.
9 Now a certain ish by name Shim'on was previously in the city practicing magic and

astonishing the people of Shomron, saying that he himself was an ish of gadlus (with
remarkable superiority) and gadol.

10And to this certain Shim'oneveryone fromkaton to gadolwaspayingattention, saying,
Hinei! This man is the ko'ach (power) of HASHEM, the ko'ach hagadol.

11And they were giving heed to him, because he for a long time had astonished them by
magic tricks.

12 But with emunah in the darshenen of Philippos about the Malchut HASHEM and the
Shem of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, they, both anashim and nashim, were
submitting to Moshiachʼs mikveh tevilah of teshuva.

13And Shim'on himself also had emunah, and, having submitted to Moshiachʼs tevilah
of teshuva, was following Philippos, and, seeing otot and nifla'ot and moftim hagedolim
taking place, he was constantly nispoyel (standing in awe).

14AndwhenMoshiachʼs Shlichimheard in Yerushalayim that Shomronhas accepted the
dvar HASHEM, they sent Kefa and Yochanan to them,

15 Who, having come down, davened for them that they might receive the Ruach
Hakodesh.

16 For the Ruach Hakodesh had not yet fallen upon any one of them, but only they had
received a tevilah of teshuva in a mikveh mayim b'Shem Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua Adoneinu.

17ThenKefa and Yochananwere laying their hands upon them, and theywere receiving
the Ruach Hakodesh.

18 And when Shim'on saw that through the laying on of hands of Moshiachʼs Shlichim
that the Ruach Hakodesh is given, he brought to them kesef,

19 Saying, Give me also this samchut that on whomever I may lay my hands such may
receive the Ruach Hakodesh.

20But Kefa said to him,May your kesef perishwith you because thematnat HASHEM you
thought by kesef to acquire.†

21 There is not to you a chelek (allotted portion) nor share in this matter, for your lev
(heart) is krum (deviant) and not upright before HASHEM.‡

22Therefore make teshuva from your wickedness and daven (pray) to HASHEM if efsher
(perhaps) you will receive selicha (forgiveness) for the intent of your lev,

23For I see you are in bitter gall and the bond of haresha.§
24And in reply Shim'on said, Daven for me to HASHEM that nothing may come upon me

of which you have spoken.*
25 The ones then having testified and spoken the dvar Adonoi were returning to

Yerushalayim and tomany villages of the Shomronim preaching the Besuras HaGeulah.
26 And a malach Adonoi spoke to Philippos, saying, Get up and go south on the derech

going down from Yerushalayim to Gaza. This is desert.
27And having got up, Philippos went. And, hinei, an Ethiopian man, a eunuch, a court

official of the Kandake of the Ethiopians! He was over all of her Otzrot (treasury) and had
comeworshipping to Yerushalayim,†

28And hewas returning and sitting in his chariot and hewas reading Yeshayah HaNavi.
29And the Ruach Hakodesh said to Philippos, Approach and join this chariot.
30And having run, Philippos heard him reading Yeshayah HaNavi, and Philippos said,

So do you have binah of what you are reading?
31And he said, How thenmight I be able, unless someonewill guideme? And he invited

Philippos to come up and sit with him.
32 Now the keta (section) of the Tanakh which he was reading was this: KASEH

LATEVACH YUVAL (He‡ was led as a lamb to the slaughter) and as a Seh§(Lamb) before
the one having sheared it is silent, LO YIFTACH PIV (He does not open hismouth).
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33 In humiliation his justice was taken away. The descendants of him who will tell?
Because he is taken away fromHA'ARETZ CHAYYIM.*

34 And in reply the eunuch said to Philippos, I ask you about whom the Navi (prophet)
says this? About himself or about some other person?

35 And having opened his mouth, and beginning from this keta (section) of the Kitvei
Hakodesh, Philippos began to preach and fier ois (elucidate) Yehoshua/Yeshua to him.

36Andas theyweregoingalong thederech, they cameupon somemayimand theeunuch
says, Hinei, mayim! What prevents me from being given Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva in
themikvehmayim? [

37AndPhilippos said, If you have emunah b'chol levavcha, it ismutar. And he answered,
saying, Ani ma'amin ki RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Ben HaElohim hu.]

38And he commanded the chariot to stop and both went down into the mikveh mayim,
both Philippos and the eunuch, and Philippos gave him Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva in
themikvehmayim.

39Andwhen they cameup from themikvehmayim, theRuachHakodeshofHASHEM took
Philippos away, and the eunuch did not see him any longer, but was going on his waywith
lev same'ach.†

40 But Philippos was found in Ashdod, and passing through, he was preaching the
Besuras HaGeulah to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

9
1 Now Sha'ul, still breathing a threat even of retzach (murder) keneged (against) the

talmidim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu, having approached the Kohen Gadol,
2 Requested from him iggrot of reshus (authorization) to the shuls of Damascus, that

if someone he should find being mishtatef (involved) in HaDerech,* both anashim and
nashim, hemay lead them bound to Yerushalayim.†

3 Now as he goes, it came about that he comes near Damascus, and suddenly shone
around him an Ohr (Light) from Shomayim;

4And he fell on the ground, and heard a kol (voice), saying to him, Sha'ul, Sha'ul, why are
you persecutingme?‡

5And he said,Who are you, Adoni? And he said, I am Yehoshua/Yeshua uponwhom you
bring redifah.

6But get up and enter into the city, and it shall be told to youwhat it is necessary for you
to do.§

7And the anashim travelingwithRav Sha'ul had stood speechless, hearing the soundbut
seeing no one.*

8And Rav Sha'ul got up from the ground, and, though his eyes were open, he was seeing
nothing. And leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.

9And he was shloshah yamim not seeing and neither did he eat nor drink.
10Now there was a certain talmid in Damascus, by the name Chananyah, andMoshiach

Adoneinu spoke to him in a chazon (vision), saying, Chananyah. And he said, Hinei, I am
here, Adoni.

11AndMoshiach Adoneinu said to him, Get up and go to the rekhov (street) being called
Yashar (Straight) and seek in the bais of Yehudah an ish by name Sha'ul from Tarsus. For,
hinei, he is davening,

12And Sha'ul has seen in a chazon (vision) an ish by the name Chananyah come in and
place his hands upon him that hemay see again.

13And Chananyah answered, Adoni, I heard frommany about thisman, howmany ra'ot
(evil things) he did to your Kedoshim in Yerushalayim.

14 And here he has samchut (authority) from the Rashei Kohanim to bind all the ones
davening b'Shem of you.

15ButMoshiach Adoneinu said to him, Go, for this one is a keli nivchar (chosen vessel) of
mine to carry Shmi before both Goyim andmelachim (kings) and the Bnei Yisroel.

16For I will show him howmuch it is necessary for him to undergo yissurim (sufferings)
on behalf of Shmi (myName).

17AndChananyahdeparted andentered into thebais, andhavingplacedhis handsupon
Rav Sha'ul, he said, Ach b'Moshiach Sha'ul, [Moshiach]†HaAdonhas sentme. I'm referring

* 8:33 Isa 53:7,8 TARGUMHASHIVIM † 8:39 1Kgs 18:12; 2Kgs 2:16; Ezek 3:12,14; 8:3; 11:1,24; 43:5 * 9:2HASHEM
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to Yehoshua, the one who appeared to you on the derech by which you were coming. He
sent me that youmay see again andmay be filled with the Ruach Hakodesh.

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and Rav Sha'ul saw
again, and, having got up, he submitted to Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva.

19And having received okhel (food), Rav Sha'ul regained strength.
Now he was with the talmidim in Damascus several yamim.
20And immediately in the shuls Rav Sha'ul was preaching Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

Yehoshua, saying, He is the Ben HaElohim.
21And all the ones listening were astonished, and they were saying, Is this not the one

making havoc in Yerushalayim among the ones invoking this shem andwas not his tachlis
(purpose) in coming here to bind them over before the Rashei Hakohanim?

22But Rav Sha'ul evenmorewas being strengthened andwas confounding the unbeliev-
ing Yehudim dwelling in Damascus, by proving that this Yehoshua is the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

23 But when yamim rabbim were completed, the ones of the Yehudim who were
unbelieving plotted to kill him.

24 But the mezimma (evil design, intrigue) of their kesher (plot) became known to Rav
Sha'ul. And they were also watching the she'arim (gates) both yomam valailah that they
might kill him,

25 but Moshiachʼs talmidim had taken him b'lailah and they let him down through an
opening in the wall, having lowered him in a large basket.‡

26 And having arrived in Yerushalayim, Rav Sha'ul was trying to associate with the
Moshiachʼs talmidim, and they were all afraid of him, not believing that he is a talmid.

27 But Bar-Nabba, having taken hold of him, brought him to Moshiachʼs Shluchim and
told them how on the derech he saw Moshiach Adoneinu, who had spoken to Rav Sha'ul,
and how in Damascus Rav Sha'ul spoke with ometz lev (boldness) b'Shem Yehoshua.

28 And Rav Sha'ul was with them, going in and coming out in Yerushalayim, speaking
boldly b'ShemMoshiach Adoneinu.

29 And Rav Sha'ul was speaking and debating keneged (against) the Greek-speaking
Yehudim; but they were attempting to kill him.

30Buthaving learnedof this, theAchimb'MoshiachbroughtRavSha'ul down toCaesarea
and sent him away to Tarsus.

31 Then Moshiachʼs Kehillah throughout all of Yehudah and the Galil and Shomron had
shalom andwas increasing, being built up, and going on in the yir'at Shomayim and in the
yir'at Moshiach Adoneinu and beNechamat HaRuach Hakodesh.

32Now it came about that Kefa, passing through all the parts of Eretz Yisrael, came down
also to Moshiachʼs kedoshim dwelling in Lud.

33 And there Kefa found a certain ish by the name Aeneas who had been bedridden
shmoneh shanim, for he was paralyzed.

34And Kefa said to him, Aeneas, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshuamake youwhole.
Get up andmake your bed! And immediately he got up.

35And everyone dwelling in Lud and Sharon saw him, and they turned to Adoneinu.§
36Now in Yafo there was a certain talmidah by the name Tavitha, which, being trans-

lated, means gazelle. This one was abounding in ma'asim tovim and in giving tzedakah,
which she was always doing.*

37 And it came about in yamim hahem that this one, having become ill, passed away.
When the women hadwashed her body, they laid it in the aliyyah.

38 And since Lud was near to Yafo, Moshiachʼs talmidim, having heard that Kefa was
there, sent shnei anashim to him, summoning Kefa that he not delay in coming to them.

39Kefa, getting up, went with them. And when he arrived, they brought him up into the
aliyyah (upper story room), and all the almanot stood beside him, weeping and showing
the tunics and garments that Tavithamade while she was with them.

40But Kefa, having put everyone outside, and having fallen down, davened. And when
he turned to the nifteret (deceased), he said, Tavitha, get up! And she opened her eynayim
and, having seen Kefa, she sat up.

41 And having given his hand to her, he made her to stand up alive again; and, having
called theMoshiachʼsKedoshimand thealmanot, Kefapresentedher lebedik (alive)before
them.
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42 It became known throughout all Yafo, and rabbim (many) had emunah in Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu.

43And it came about that Kefa remained in Yafo yamim rabbim with a certain Shim'on,
a tanner.

10
1Nowa certain ish in Caesarea bynameCornelius, a centurion fromwhatwas called the

Italian cohort,
2A devout man, a yire Elohim, as was all his bais, who practiced much tzedakah for the

benefit of Am Yisroel, and davened to HASHEM continually.
3Cornelius clearly saw in a chazon (vision) lav davka (approximately) at the ninth hour

of the day (three o'clock in the afternoon) amalachHASHEMhaving come to himandhaving
said to him, Cornelius!*

4And having looked intently at him and having become afraid, Cornelius said, What is
it, Adon? Themalach said to him, Your tefillos and your giving tzedakah have ascended as
a zikaron (memorial) before HASHEM.†

5Now dispatch some anashim to Yafo and send for a certain Shim'on who is also called
Kefa.

6This one is staying with a certain Shim'on, a tanner, whose bais is by the sea.
7And, when the malach speaking to him had departed, Cornelius summoned shnayim

of his household avadimand a devout chaiyal (soldier) fromamong the ones in his service,
8Having explained everything, sent them to Yafo.
9Nowon thenext day, as thesewere traveling anddrawingnear toYafo, around the sixth

hour (noon), Kefa went up on to the roof to daven (pray).
10 And Kefa became hungry, and was wanting to have a meal; but while they were

preparing it, Kefa fell into a trance;
11 And he sees Shomayim having been opened, and a certain object descending like a

large linen cloth lowered by four corners upon haAretz.
12 In this were all the fourfooted animals and remasim haAdamah (creepers of the earth)

and oph haShomayim (birds of heaven, birds of the air).
13And there came a bat kol (voice) to him, Get up, Kefa, kill and eat!
14But Kefa said, Chalilah li, Adonoi! For I have never eaten basar piggul (uncleanmeat)

or shikkutz tameh (abominable unclean thing).‡
15And thebat kol came toKefaagain fora second time,WhatHASHEMmade tahor (clean),

you should no longer regard as tameh (unclean).§
16And this happened shloshah pe'amim; and immediately the object was taken up into

Shomayim.
17Now, while Kefa was greatly perplexed within himself as to what the chazon which

he saw might be, hinei, the anashim, who had been sent by Cornelius, and who had, by
inquiring, found the bais of Shim'on, stood at the gate.

18And, calling out, they were asking if Shim'on, the one called Kefa, is staying here.
19And while Kefa was reflecting on the chazon, the Ruach Hakodesh said to him, Hinei,

shloshah anashim are looking for you.
20 But get up and go downstairs and accompany them without apprehensions, for I

myself have sent them.
21AndKefawent downstairs to the anashim and said, Hinei, I am the onewhomyou are

seeking; for what reason did you come?
22And they said, Cornelius, a centurion, an ish tzaddik, and a yire Elohim with a shem

tov with all the Am HaYehudim, was directed by a malach kadosh to summon you to his
bais and to hear amessage from you.

23 Therefore, having invited them in, Kefa gave them hachnosas orchim (hospitality,
lodging).
And on the next day Kefa got up and went away with them, and some of the Achim

b'Moshiach from Yafo accompanied him.
24And on the following day,Moshiachʼs Shliach Shim'onKefa entered into Caesarea, and

Cornelius was expecting them, having called together his krovey mishpokhot (relatives)
and close friends.

25Nowwhen it cameabout that Kefa entered, Corneliusmet him, falling at his feet to pay
him reverence.*
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26Kefa made him stand up, saying, Get up. I myself am only a ben Adam like everyone
else.

27And as he conversed with Cornelius, Kefa entered and findsmany having assembled,
28 And he said to them, You have da'as that it is asur (prohibited) for an ish Yehudi to

associate with or to approach a nokhri (foreigner). And yet to me HASHEM showed to call
no one shikkutz (abomination) or tameh (unclean).

29Therefore, also, when summoned, I came, raising no objections. And so I ask for what
reason you summonedme?

30Cornelius said, Four days ago to this hour, I was davening inmy bais at the ninth hour,
and, hinei, a being stood before me enrobed in shining radiance,

31 And he said, Cornelius, your tefillah was heard and your tzedakah is remembered
before HASHEM.

32 Therefore, send to Yafo and summon Shim'on who is called Kefa. He is staying in the
bais of Shim'on the tanner by the sea.

33At once I sent for you andyoudidwell having come. Now, therefore,we all are present
before HASHEM to hear all the things that have been commanded to you by Adonoi.

34Andopeninghismouth, Kefa said, Omein, I have binah thatHASHEM is not one to show
masso panim (partiality),†

35But in every nation the oneswho have yirat Shomayim andwork Tzidkat HASHEM are
acceptable to him.

36The dvar which he sent to the Bnei Yisroel, preaching shalom through Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua (Hu Adon Kol!)‡

37Thatword, I say, you know the thingwhich took place throughout all Yehudah, having
begun from the Galil after the tevilah of teshuva which Yochanan preached;

38YouknowRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshua fromNatzeret, howHASHEManointed
him with the Ruach Hakodesh and with ko'ach (power), and how he went about doing
mitzvot and giving refu'ah shlemah to all the ones being oppressed by Samael (the devil)
because HASHEMwas with him.§

39We are edim (witnesses) of all things which he did both in the countryside of Yehudah
and in Yerushalayim. And they also put him to death, having hanged nivlato al haEtz*(his
body on the Tree).

40This one HASHEMmade to stand up alive again on the Yom HaShelishi and granted to
him to be visible,

41Not to Klal Yisroel, but to edimwhich had been chosen beforehand byHASHEM, that is,
to us who ate and drank together with him at Tish after the Techiyas HaMoshiach.

42Moshiach gavemitzvah to us to preach to the people and to bear solemn edut that this
one is the one having been appointed by HASHEM as Shofet HaChayyim v'HaMesim.

43 To this one all the Nevi'im bear witness that through ha-Shem of him† everyone who
has emunah in him has selicha (forgiveness) of chatta'im (averos, sins).

44While Kefa was still speaking these words, the Ruach Hakodesh fell upon all the ones
hearing the dvar.

45And theMessianic Jews who had comewith Kefa were nispoyel (standing in awe) that
also upon the Goyim thematnat HaRuach Hakodesh has been poured out.

46 For they were hearing them speaking in leshonot and exalting HASHEM. Then Kefa
answered,

47 Surely no one can refuse the mikveh mayim for these to be given Moshiachʼs tevilah
of teshuva who have received the Ruach Hakodesh just as we did, can he?‡

48And Kefa directed for them to be given Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva in the Shem of
Moshiach Yehoshua (Yeshua). Then they asked him to remain some yamim.

11
1And theMoshiachʼs Shlichimand theAchimb'Moshiach, theones throughoutYehudah,

heard that also the non-Jews received the dvar HASHEM.
2 But when Kefa went up to Yerushalayim, those of the faction of the Bris Milah were

taking issue with him,
3 Saying, You entered into a bais of anashim arelim (uncircumcised men) and you sat at

tish with them.
4But Kefa began explaining to them beseder (in order), saying,
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5 I was davening in the shtetl of Yafo and in a trance I saw a chazon (vision) of a certain
object descending like a large linen cloth lowered by four corners from Shomayim, and it
came up tome.

6 And when I had gazed upon it, I saw fourfooted animals of ha'aretz and chayyat
hasadeh and remasim haAdamah and oph HaShomayim.

7And I heard also a bat kol saying to me, Get up, Kefa. Kill and eat.
8But I said, By no means, Adoni, because nothing common or tameh (unclean) has ever

entered into my stomach.
9And the bat kol answered for a second time fromShomayim,WhatHASHEMmade tahor

(clean) do not declare tameh (unclean).
10This happened shlosh pe'amim, and everything was pulled up again into Shomayim.
11Hinei, at once shloshah anashim stood at the bais in which I was, having been sent

from Caesarea to me.
12And the Ruach Hakodesh said to me to accompany themwithout hesitating and these

sheshet haAchim b'Moshiach camewithme also, and we entered into the bais of the ish.
13He reported to us how he saw the malach in his bais having stood and having said,

Send to Yafo and summon Shim'on, the one being called Kefa,
14 Who will speak words to you by which you and all your bais will find Yeshu'at

Eloheinu.
15 As I began to speak, the Ruach Hakodesh fell upon them, just as also upon us in the

beginning.
16 And I remembered the dvar of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu, how he used

to say, Yochanan gave a tevilah of teshuva with a mikveh mayim, but you will be given a
tevilah with the Ruach Hakodesh.

17 If then HASHEM gave the same matanah to them as also to us after believing in
Moshiach Adoneinu, who then was I to stand in the way of HASHEM?

18And having heard these things, theywere silenced and glorifiedHASHEM, saying Then
also to the Nations HASHEM has given teshuva unto Chayyim.

19Then theones, that is, thosehavingbeen scatteredbecauseof the tzoros that happened
in connection with Stefanos, came to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, darshenen to no
one the dvar HASHEM except only to Yehudim.

20 And there were some of them, anashim of Cyprus and Cyrene, who having come to
Antioch,were speakingalso to theYevanim, darshenen theBesurasHaGeulahofAdoneinu
Yehoshua.

21The hand of Adonoi was on them and a large number, having had emunah, turned to
Moshiach Adoneinu.

22The report about them was heard in the ears of the Kehillah of Moshiach in Yerusha-
layim, and they sent out Bar-Nabba to go to Antioch;

23 Who, having come, and having seen the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, rejoiced and was
encouraging everyone with deveykus (devotion) to HaAdon to remain true to Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu.

24 For Bar-Nabba was a mentsh, a gavra, an ish tov full of the Ruach Hakodesh and of
emunah. And a great multitude was added to Adoneinu.

25And Bar-Nabba left for Tarsus to look for Sha'ul,
26 And, having found him, he brought him to Antioch. And it came about that for an

entire year, they met with Moshiachʼs Kehillah there, and taught a large multitude. And it
was in Antioch that the talmidim were first called Ma'aminim HaMeshichiyim (Messianic
Believers).

27Now in these yamim, nevi'im came down from Yerushalayim to Antioch.
28One of them, by name of Agav, having got up, indicated through the Ruach Hakodesh

a great famine was about to come all over the world. And this famine actually occurred
during the time of Claudius.

29 Now the talmidim decided that according to their means, each of them would send
support to the Achim b'Moshiach dwelling in Yehudah;

30Which also they did, having sent to the Ziknei HaKehillot by the hand of Bar-Nabba
and Sha'ul.

12
1Now during that time Herod the king laid his hands on Moshiachʼs Kehillah to harm

some of them.
2He killed Ya'akov the ach Yochananwith a cherev (sword).
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3Having seen that this was pleasing to the Judeans, Herod proceeded to arrest Kefa also.
This happened during the yamim of Chag HaMatzot.*

4 When he had Kefa seized, he put him in the beis hasohar, having handed him over
to four squads of chaiyalim to guard him, intending after Pesach to bring him before the
people.

5Therefore, Kefawasbeingkept in thebeishasohar. But tefillah toHASHEMwasearnestly
beingmade byMoshiachʼs Kehillah for him.

6But b'lailah, when Herod was about to lead him out, Kefa, bound with two sharsherot
(chains), was sleeping between two chaiyalim; and, before the delet (door), were shomrim
(guards) keeping watch over the beis hasohar.

7 Then a malach HaAdon approached and ohr (light) shone in the cheder (room), and,
having struck the side of Kefa, he awoke him, saying, Get up quickly! And the kavlei varzel
(shackles of iron) fell off his hands.†

8Themalach said to Kefa, Put on your gartel and tie your sandals. And Kefa did so. And
themalach says to him, Put on your kaftan and followme.

9 And having gone out, Kefa was following the malach, and he did not have da'as that
the thingwas happening grahda (as amatter of fact, in reality), but hewas thinking hewas
seeing a chazon through themalach.

10And having gone through the shomrim (guards), the first and the second, they came
upon the Sha'ar HaBarzel leading to the Ir Kodesh. This was opened to them by itself. And
having gone out, they went along one rekhov (street), and immediately the malach went
away from him.

11 And Kefa, having come to himself, said, Now I have da'as for sure that HaAdon sent
out his malach and delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of
the Judean people.‡

12Having realized this, Kefa cameupon thebais ofMiryam theEm (mother)of Yochanan,
the one being called Markos, where there were many having been assembled and daven-
ing.

13 And when Kefa knocked on the delet (door) of the gate, a na'arah by name Rhoda,
approached to listen.

14And having recognized the kol (voice) of Kefa, from simcha she did not open the gate
but, having run inside, she reported that Kefa stood at the gate.

15But the ones there said to her, You aremeshuggah! But she kept insisting it was so. But
they were saying, It is his malach.

16 But Kefa continued knocking. And having opened the gate, they saw him, and were
nispoyel (standing in awe).

17 And having motioned to them with his hand to be silent, he told them how HaAdon
led him out from the beis hasohar. Then Kefa said, Report to Ya'akov§ and to the Achim
b'Moshiach these things. And having gone out, Kefa went to another place.

18Now when it was boker, there was not a little commotion among the chaiyalim as to
what had become of Kefa.

19NowHerod, having sought after him and not having found him, after questioning the
shomrim, commanded them to be led away to execution. Then Herod went down from
Yehudah to Caesarea, and was staying there.

20NowHerodwas gor (very) angrywith the people of Tzor and those of Tzidon, andwith
onemind theywere coming to him; and, havingwon over Blastus, the kingʼs chamberlain,
they were requesting shalom, because their country was fed by the kingʼs lands.*

21 Now on the appointed day, Herod, having clothed himself with royal malbush
(clothing) and having sat down on the kes hamishpat, was delivering a public address to
them.

22And themultitude was crying out, Hinei, the kol of a g-d and not of an ish!
23 Immediately, a malach Adonoi struck him, because he did not give the kavod to

HASHEM. And, having become eaten with worms, Herod died.†
24But the dvar HASHEMwas growing and increasing.
25AndBar-NabbaandSha'ul returned fromYerushalayim, having fulfilled their shlichus

(mission) to deliver the tzedakah and having taken along with them [back to Antioch],
Yochanan the one calledMarkos.
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13
1Now there was in Antioch there among the Moshiachʼs Kehillah nevi'im and morim:

Bar-Nabba, and Shim'on called Niger, and Lucius from Cyrene, and Menachem (brought
upwith Herod the tetrarch) and [Rav] Sha'ul.

2They were ministering to Adonoi and under a tzomwhen the Ruach Hakodesh said to
them, Set apart for Me Bar-Nabba and Sha'ul for the avodas kodesh ministry to which I
have called them.*

3Then, havingcontinued the tzomandhavingdavenedandhaving laid theirhandsupon
them, they sent them off.

4 They, then, having been sent out by the Ruach Hakodesh, went down to Seleucia, and
from there sailed away to Cyprus.

5Having arrived in Salamis, they were proclaiming the dvar HASHEM in the shuls, with
YochananMarkos also as ozer (helper).

6Having passed through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a certain ish, a
magician, a Jewish navi sheker, by name of Bar-Yehoshua,

7 who was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an ish of seichel. This one, having
summoned Bar-Nabba and Sha'ul, sought to hear the dvar HASHEM.

8ButElymas themagicianwasopposing them— for thus ishisnametranslated—andwas
seeking tobemashpiaon theproconsul (seeking to swayhimto thinkundesirably)about the
emunah (faith).†

9But Rav Sha'ul, the one also called Paulos, having been filledwith the RuachHakodesh,
gazed at him,

10 and said, O ish full of all mirmah (deceit, fraud) and all resha, ben haSatan, oyev
(enemy) of all Tzedek, will you not cease making crooked the straight paths of HASHEM?‡

11Now—hinei— the yadHASHEM is onyou, andyouwill be blind, not seeing the shemesh
(sun) for awhile. Immediately mistiness and choshech (darkness) fell on him, and, going
about, he was seeking someone to lead him by the hand.§

12 Then, the proconsul, having seen what had happened, had emunah, being nispoyel
(standing in awe) at the torah about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu.

13And having put out to sea from Paphos, Rav Sha'ul and those with him came to Perga
of Pamphylia. But Yochanan (Markos), having left them, returned to Yerushalayim.

14 But having gone on from Perga, they came to Pisidian Antioch, and, having entered
the shul on Shabbos, they sat down.

15 After the kri'at HaTorah (reading of the Sefer Torah) and the kri'at HaNevi'im, the
Rashei Beit HaKnesset sent to them, saying AnashimAchim, if there is any dvar hachizzuk
among you to the people, say it.

16Andhaving got up andhavingmotionedwithhis hand, Rav Sha'ul said, Anshei Yisroel,
and Yirei Elohim, listen!

17 Elohei HaAm Yisroel chose Avoteinu. HASHEM made the people great during their
sojourn in Eretz Mitzrayim, and with an uplifted armHe led them out of it,*

18and lav davka (approximately) ARBA'IM SHANAHHe put up with them in the desert.†
19 And having destroyed SHIVAH GOYIM in eretz Kena'an, he gave as a nachalah (an

inheritance) their land‡
20during lavdavka (approximately)arbame'otvachamashimshanah. After these things,

He gave shofetim until Shmuel HaNavi.§
21And then they asked for a melech, and HASHEM gave to them Sha'ul Ben Kish, an ish

from the shevet of Binyamin, for arba'im shanah.*
22AndafterhavingremovedSha'ul,HASHEMraisedupDovidasaMelech for them. About

Dovid also HASHEM testified, saying, I found Dovid Ben Yishai an ISH KILEVAVI† who will
do all My ratzon.‡

23 From the zera (seed) of this man, according to the havtachah (promise), HASHEM has
brought to Yisroel a Moshi'a (Savior), Yehoshua.§

24Now previously, before the coming of Moshiach, Yochanan proclaimed to Klal Yisroel
a tevilah of teshuva.

* 13:2 2Chr 13:10; 35:3; Ezek 40:46; 44:16; 45:4 † 13:8 Isa 30:11 ‡ 13:10 Hos 14:9 § 13:11 Ex 9:3; 1Sm 5:6,7;

Ps 32:4; Gn 19:10,11; 2Kgs 6:18 * 13:17 Ex 6:1,6,7; 14:8; Dt 7:6-8 † 13:18 Dt 1:31; Num 14:33,34; Ps 95:10; Ex 16:35
‡ 13:19Dt 7:1; Josh 14:2; 19:51; Ps 78:55 § 13:20 Judg 2:16; 1Sm 3:19,20 * 13:21 1Sm 8:5,19; 10:1; 9:1,2 † 13:22
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25Now as Yochananwas completing his course, hewas saying,What do you supposeme
to be? I amnot! But, hinei, he comes afterme ofwhom I amnotworthy to untie the sandal
of his feet.*

26 Achim, Bnei Mishpochah Avraham, and Yirei Elohim, it is to us that the dvar of this
Yeshu'ah HaGedolah (Great Deliverance)was sent out.†

27 For the ones dwelling in Yerushalayim and their moshlim (rulers) did not have da'as
of this one or of the devarim of the Nevi'im being read every Shabbos; they fulfilled these
devarim by condemning him.

28 Even without finding a cause for a mishpat mavet, they asked Pilate that he be done
awaywith.

29When they finished all the things having been written about him, he was taken down
fromHaEtz,‡ and they put him into a kever§(tomb).

30But HASHEMmade him to stand up alive again from theMesim,
31 and he was seen over many yamim by the ones having come up with him from the

Galil to Yerushalayimwho now are his edim to the people.
32 And we are preaching to you the Besuras HaGeulah of the Havtachah made to

Avoteinu,*

* 13:25 The first Shlichus Journey (46-48 C.E.) was followed by the second (49-52 C.E.) and then by the third (53-57
C.E.) with the trip to appear before Nero (59-60 C.E.) but everything begins here in chapter 13. This material is of
great importance in the Bible. Here we see the world kiruv outreach of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach in action. Notice
the beginning of Chapter 13. The whole world is affected, is even turned upside down, by what happens in one little
Messianic kehillah in Antioch, where believers are engaged in worship, and waiting on G-d in prayer and fasting. This
kehillah has various ministries, including nevi'im andmorim. See Ro 12:6-8; Ep 4:11; 1C 12:28-29. Notice that ministers
are set apart for avodas kodesh service, and what they do is not their own choice but the choice of the Ruach Hakodesh.
Just as the Levi'im were consecrated and set apart for their holy service in the Beis Hamikdash, so believers are called
to preach the Besuras Hageulah to the ends of the earth. HASHEM byHis RuachHakodesh calls them, equips them, trains
them, raises themup, and sends them, empowering them and leading them every step of theway. Notice that thesemen
have a recognized call by a body of believers who lay hands on them, who recognize their gifting and calling and lay on
hands to consecrate them for the L-rdʼswork. These twomendonot embark as religious freelancers. A body of believers
stands behind them to pray for them and the two ministers are accountable to this sending body for their doctrine and
service. Notice that the Ruach Hakodesh is directing this world kiruv outreach, it is HisWork, and He is empowering all
the dynamics of it. Rav Sha'ulwillmake three of these journeys and hewill complete his course, just like Yochanan of the
tevilah of teshuva. Like Yochananhewill pay the ultimate price, dying al kiddush ha-Shem for his edus to the truth of the
Besuras HaGeulah as aMessianic martyr for the faith. But everything that is accomplished is by the power of the Ruach
Hakodesh. Notice as Rav Sha'ul goes to the whole world and to every creature, he always goes to the Jewish people first.
See Ac 13:14; 14:1; 17:1,10; 18:4, 19; 19:8. Why? Is this merely an expediency or a pragmatic decision? As anyone should
be able to see by reading this translation, The Orthodox Jewish Bible, salvation is from the Jewish people, from Jewish
prophets and writings, from Jewish servants of the G-d of Israel. Salvation is not a Gentile commodity available from
a Gentile religion, and primarily directed toward non-Jews. Salvation is of the Jewish faith and therefore it would be
both intrinsically misleading and also cruelly anti-Semitic to avoid or by-pass the Jewish people in preaching the saving
Jewishmessage of BesurasHaGeulah (GoodNewsofRedemption) that offers to allmen theYeshu'at Eloheinu (Salvationof
ourG-d). In this thirteenth chapter of the GevurotMeyRuachHaKodesh (Acts of theHoly Spirit)we see that an important
theme is spiritual blindness. Those who do not have the Ruach Hakodesh and blindly hinder and even oppose the work
of the RuachHakodeshwill not succeed. The Roman proconsul of Cyprus is an important contact and, if he could bewon
over to the Messianic faith, doors would open to the entire island. Hasatanʼs worker, Elymas, is positioned demonically
to keep exactly that from happening. What follows is a power encounter between the Ruach Hakodesh and the occult
powers of a sorcerer. There are those whowould pervert the right ways of HASHEM, who twist and try to garble the holy
words of the Scripture. Theremaybe somewhowill oppose this Bible translation andwill try tomock it, vilify it, demean
it, oppose it, attack it and try to keep it from readers, even physically attack it and burn it. But like this Elymas they will
not succeed. Noweapon formed against us will prosper. And G-dwill watch over hisWord and protect it. It is my prayer
that just as Rav Sha'ul was blinded by the Moshiach and was taught about his own spiritual blindness by a judgment
miracle, wherein he was temporarily blinded as a warning, and just as Elymas was also blinded by HASHEM for a time
so that he would also have an opportunity to repent and come to the truth and turn away fromHaSatan who had taken
him captive to do his will— so it is my prayer that anyone, Jewish or non-Jewish, who attempts to attack this translation
and keep it from being read by Jewish people or anyone else, will come to their senses and see what blindness they are
laboring under, and that HASHEM will open their eyes to the light of the salvation that we have in Moshiach Adoneinu.
Omein. † 13:26 Ps 107:20 ‡ 13:29 Dt 21:23 § 13:29 Isa 53:9 * 13:32 Isa 40:9; 52:7
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33 That HASHEM has fulfilled this havtachah for us, their banim, having made to stand
up alive again Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, as also in the Tehillim it has been
written, BENI ATAH, ANI HAYOMYELIDETICHA (You areMy son; today I have become your
father).†

34And that He made him to stand up alive again from the Mesim, no longer to return to
decay, thus he has said, I will give you CHASEDEI DOVID HANE'EMANIM.‡

35 Therefore, also elsewhere in the Tehillim, he says LO TITEN CHASIDECHA LIR'OT
SHACHAT (Youwill not allow your Chasid [Moshiach] to undergo decay).§

36For Dovid, after in his own dor (generation) he had served birtzonHASHEM, fell asleep,
and VAYISHKAVDOVID IMAVOTAV (andDovid restedwith his fathers) and he experienced
decay.*

37But whomHASHEMmade to stand up alive again did not experience decay.
38 Let it be known, therefore, to you, Anashim Achim, that through this one, selicha

(forgiveness) of chatta'im (averos [sins]) is proclaimed to you; and from all things of which
by the Torah of Moshe Rabbenu youwere not able to be justified,

39By this one everyone having emunah is justified.
40Be shomer then that the thing having been spoken by the Nevi'im (Prophets)may not

come upon you,
41Look, scoffers, And be amazed andmarvel, and stand in awe and perish, because I am

working a work in your yamim, a work which you may by no means believe if someone
should tell you.†

42And as Rav Sha'ul and Bar-Nabba were going out, the people were begging that these
devarim be spoken to them the following Shabbos.

43 And when the gathering was dismissed, rabbim (many) of the Yehudim and of the
Gerim (Proselytes) with chassidus followed Rav Sha'ul and Bar-Nabba, who urged them
to remain in the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM.

44 Now on the following Shabbos nearly all the city was assembled to hear the dvar
HASHEM.

45 But when the Yehudim saw the multitudes, they were filled with kinah and were
choilek (taking issue) and speaking keneged (against, in opposition to) the things being
spoken by Rav Sha'ul, and they were committing Chillul HASHEM.

46Andhaving spokenwith ometz lev (boldness), Rav Sha'ul andBar-Nabba said, To you it
was necessary rishonah (first) for the dvarHASHEM to be spoken; vi-bahlt (since) you reject
it, and judge yourselves not worthy of Chayyei Olam, hinei, we are turning to the Goyim.

47 For thus has HASHEM commanded us, I have placed you as a light to the Nations, that
you should bring salvation to the end of the earth.‡

48 Now hearing this, the Goyim rejoiced with simcha gedolah and were praising the
dvar HASHEM. And as many as had been destined to Chayyei Olam became ma'aminim
hameshichiyim.

49And the dvar HASHEMwas spreading through the entire region.
50 But the Yehudim aroused the chashuve (prominent) G-d fearing nashim and the

gontsermachersof the city, and they instigated redifahkenegedRavSha'ul andBar-Nabba,
and they drove them from out of their territory.

51And having shaken off the dust of their feet against them, Rav Sha'ul and Bar-Nabba
came to Iconium;

52And the talmidimwere being filled with simcha and the Ruach Hakodesh.

14
1Now it came about in Iconium that together they entered into the shul and the same

thing transpired: they spoke with the result that both Yehudim and a great multitude of
Yevanim becamema'aminim hameshichiyim.

2And the Yehudim who disobeyed were the ones who aroused and stirred up in anger
the nefashot (souls) of the Goyim keneged (against) the Achim b'Moshiach.

3Therefore, they continued for a long zman (time) speakingwith ometz lev (boldness) for
HASHEM, who gave edut to the dvar of Chen v'ChesedHASHEM by granting otot andmoftim
to take place by the hands of Moshiachʼs Shluchim.

4 And the multitude of the city was divided, and some were with the* [disobedient]
Yehudim but, others, with theMoshiachʼs Shluchim.

† 13:33 Ps 2:7 ‡ 13:34 Isa 55:3 TARGUMHASHIVIM § 13:35 Ps 16:10 TARGUMHASHIVIM * 13:36 2Sm 7:12;

1Kgs 2:10; Judg 2:10; 2Chr 29:28 † 13:41Hab 1:5 TARGUMHASHIVIM ‡ 13:47 Isa 49:6 * 14:4 Ac 14:2



GEVUROTMEYRUACHHAKODESH 14:5 1222 GEVUROTMEYRUACHHAKODESH 15:2

5 And when an attempt came by both the Goyim and the Yehudim with their rashim
(heads, leaders) to mistreat and to stone them,

6when theMoshiachʼs Shluchimbecameaware of this, theyfled to the cities of Lycaonia,
Lystra, and Derbe, and the surrounding countryside.

7And there theMoshiachʼs Shluchimwere preaching the Besuras HaGeulah.
8And a certain ish in Lystra, powerless in his feet, was sitting, pise'ach fromwombof his

Em, amanwho had never walked.
9This one heard Rav Sha'ul speaking, andwhen he gazed at theman and saw that he has

emunah (faith) to be restored to health,
10Rav Sha'ul said in a kol gadol, Stand upright on your feet. And theman jumped up and

was walking around.†
11 And the multitudes, when they saw what Rav Sha'ul did, shouted in the Lycaonian

language, saying, The g-ds, having beenmade like anashim, have come down to us.
12And theywere calling Bar-Nabba “Zeus” and Rav Sha'ul “Hermes,” vi-bahlt (since)Rav

Sha'ul was themain speaker.
13 And the priest of Zeus was outside the city and brought bulls and flower wreaths to

the gates; he and themultitudes wanted to offer pagan korbanot (sacrifices).
14 But having heard this, the Moshiachʼs Shlichim Bar-Nabba and Rav Sha'ul tore their

kaftans and rushed out into the crowd, crying out,
15 Anashim, why are you doing these things? We also are of the same nature as you,

mere men, preaching to you to turn in teshuva from these worthless things to the Elohim
ChayyimwhomadeHASHOMAYIMV'ESHAARETZV'ESHAYAMandall the things in them;‡

16 In the dorot having passed, HASHEM allowed all the Goyim to go their ownway.§
17And yet HASHEM did not leave himself without an eidus (witness) in doing hatovim to

you, giving geshem from Shomayim and seasons of bearing p'ri, filling youwith okhel and
your levavot with simcha.*

18 And even saying these things, it was with difficulty that Moshiachʼs Shlichim re-
strained themultitudes from offering pagan korbanot to them.†

19 Then [disobedient] Yehudim came from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium and, having
won over the crowds and having stoned Rav Sha'ul, they were dragging him outside the
city, thinking he was dead.

20And after theMoshiachʼs talmidim had surrounded Rav Sha'ul, he got up and entered
the city. And on the next day he went with Bar-Nabba to Derbe.

21 And having preached the Besuras HaGeulah in that city and having made many
talmidim, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Pisidian Antioch,

22 Strengthening the nefashot (souls) of Moshiachʼs talmidim, encouraging them to
remain in the‡ emunah (faith), and exhorting them that through tzarot rabbot it is
necessary for us to enter into theMalchut HASHEM.

23 And having chosen for messianic s'michah Zekenim to be installed in every one
of Moshiachʼs Kehillot, and having davened with tzomot, the Moshiachʼs Shlichim com-
mended them to Adoneinu in whom they had emunah.

24And having gone through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia.
25And having spoken the dvar HASHEM in Perga, they went down to Attalia.
26And from there, they sailed away to Syrian Antioch, their point of origin from which

they had been commended to the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to the Messianic avodas kodesh
which they had completed.

27Upon their arrival in Syrian Antioch, they assembled the Moshiachʼs Kehillah there,
and were reporting what HASHEM had done with them and how he had opened for the
Nations a sha'ar of emunah.

28And they were spending not a little zmanwith the talmidim.

15
1 And some men came down from Yehudah to Syrian Antioch and were teaching the

Achim b'Moshiach that if you lack the bris milah as prescribed by Moshe Rabbenu, it is
impossible for you to come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

2 Now this brought them into a dispute and a debate of no little proportion with Rav
Sha'ul and Bar-Nabba, whowere appointed to go up with some others from them to bring
this she'elah (question) before theMoshiachʼs Shlichim and Zekenim in Yerushalayim.

† 14:10 Ezek 2:1 ‡ 14:15 1Sm 12:21; Gn 1:1; Ps 146:6; Ex 20:11 § 14:16 Ps 81:12; Mic 4:5 * 14:17 Dt 11:14; Job
5:10; Ps 65:10; 4:7; 147:20 † 14:18 Am 9:11 TARGUMHASHIVIM; Jer 12:15; Isa 45:21 ‡ 14:22Orthodox Jewish
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3 Then having been sent on their way by the Kehillah, they were passing through both
Phoenicia and Shomron telling in detail how theNationswere turning toHASHEMand they
were bringing great simcha to all the Achim b'Moshiach.

4 And having come to Yerushalayim, they were there received by Moshiachʼs Kehillah
and theMoshiachʼs Shlichimand the Zekenim, and they reportedwhat thingsHASHEMhad
done with them.

5 But some of the ma'aminim hameshichiyim from the kat of the Perushim rose up,
saying, It is necessary to give theGoyim the brismilah and to command them to be shomer
mitzvot, keeping the Torah of Moshe Rabbenu.

6And the Moshiachʼs Shlichim and the Zekenim were gathered together as a council to
consider this matter.

7 And after much deliberation had taken place, Moshiachʼs Shliach Shim'on Kefa got
up. Kefa said to them, Anashim, Achim b'Moshiach, you have da'as that in the early days
HASHEMchose that among you Iwould be the one and throughmymouth theGoyimwould
hear the dvar HASHEM of the Besuras HaGeulah andwould come to emunah.*

8 And the One who has da'as of levavot, HASHEM, bore solemn edut and stood as their
witness, having given the non-Jews the Ruach Hakodesh just as HASHEM did also to us
Jews.†

9 And in making tehorot their levavot by emunah, in this respect HASHEM did not
differentiate between us Jews and those non-Jews.

10 Therefore, now why are you testing HASHEM by laying an ol (yoke) upon the neck of
the talmidimwhich neither Avoteinu nor wewere able to bear?‡

11On the contrary, AnuMa'aminim (We believe) that we Jews come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu
by the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu in the same
Derech HASHEM as those non-Jews do also.§

12And then all the multitude was silent and they were listening to Bar-Nabba and Rav
Sha'ul describing what otot andmoftim HASHEM did among the Nations through them.

13AndafterRavSha'ul andBar-Nabba fell silent,MoshiachʼsShliachYa'akov*responded,
saying, Anashim, Achim b'Moshiach, listen to me.

14Shim'on explained howHASHEMfirst concernedHimself to receive from theNations a
people for SHMO.†

15And this is in agreement with the devarim of the Nevi'im, just as it has been written,
16After these things I will return and AKIM ES SUKKAT DOVID HANOFELET VHARISO-

TAVAKIMU'VENITIHA (Iwill restore the tent ofDovidwhichhas fallenand the thingshaving
been torn down of it I will rebuild and I will restore it),

17 So that the she'erit (remnant) of anashim might seek HASHEM and all the GOYIM who
are called bymy Name,

18 Says the L-rd, whomakes these things known from long ago.‡
19Therefore, it ismy judgmentnot to trouble the ones from theGoyim turning in teshuva

to HASHEM,
20But to write to them to keep away from the pollution of elilim and of zenut and of the

thing strangled and of dahm.§
21 For Moshe Rabbenu from ancient dorot in every shtetl has his maggidim and in the

shuls every Shabbos he has been read.
22Then it was mekabel (received) by the Moshiachʼs Shlichim and the Zekenim with the

entire Kehillah to choose anashim from them to send to Syrian Antioch with Rav Sha'ul
and Bar-Nabba, also Yehudah called Bar-Sabba, and Sila, all manhigim among the Achim
b'Moshiach,

23With the following iggeret: From the Achim b'Moshiach, Moshiachʼs Shlichim and the
Zekenim: to theAchimb'Moshiach throughoutAntioch and Syria andCilicia, to those from
among the Nations, Shalom!

24 Vi-bahlt (since) we heard that certain men had gone out from us, though not having
any directives fromus, andhave given youmitzvotwith devarimunsettling your nefashot
(souls),

25 It was mekabel to us, having come to achdus in mind and having chosen anashim to
send to you, along with our beloved chaverim Bar-Nabba and Sha'ul,

26Anashimwhohave imperiled their lives for haShemofMoshiachAdoneinuYehoshua.

* 15:7 in the Orthodox Jewish faith † 15:8 Ac 2:4; 10:46; 11:15-16 ‡ 15:10 Dt 9:5-6; Jer 31:31-34 § 15:11 Ro
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27 Therefore we have sent Yehudah and Sila, and they too will confirm us in person by
word of mouth.

28 For it was mekabel to the Ruach Hakodesh and to us to lay no heavier burden upon
youwho are from the Nations except these necessary things:

29 That you non-Jewish ma'aminim hameshichiyim keep away from meat sacrificed to
elilim, and dahm, and what is strangled, and zenut. If you are shomer to avoid these, you
will do well. Shalom!

30 Therefore, having been dismissed, they went down to Syrian Antioch, and having
gathered together themultitude, they delivered the iggeret.

31And having read it, there was a response of simcha gedolah at the exhortation.
32 Both Yehudah and Sila, being themselves nevi'im hameshichiyim also, with many

devarim comforted the Achim b'Moshiach and gave them chizzuk.
33 And after they had spent considerable time, they were dismissed with shalom from

the Achim b'Moshiach and sent back to the ones having dispatched them.* [
34Notwithstanding it seemed tov to Sila to remain there.]
35 And Rav Sha'ul and Bar-Nabba were staying in Syrian Antioch saying shiurim and

drashot with also many others, the content of these being the dvar HASHEM.
36And after some yamim Rav Sha'ul said to Bar-Nabba, Letʼs return, then, and visit the

Achim b'Moshiach throughout every city in which we proclaimed the dvar HASHEM to see
how they are doing.

37And Bar-Nabba was deciding to take along also Yochanan calledMarkos.
38But Rav Sha'ulwas insisting not to take along this one, the onehavingwithdrawn from

them from Pamphylia, not having gone with them to the avodas kodesh ministry of the
Moshiachʼs Shlichus.

39 And there was a sharp disagreement so that they were separated from one another,
and Bar-Nabba tookMarkos and sailed away to Cyprus.

40AndRavSha'ul choseSila anddeparted, havingbeencommended to theChenv'Chesed
HASHEM by the Achim b'Moshiach.

41 And they were traveling through Syria and Cilicia strengthening the Moshiachʼs
Kehillot.

16
1AndRav Sha'ul arrived also inDerbe andwent on to Lystra. And, hinei, a certain talmid

ofMoshiachwas thereby thenameTimotiyos, thebenof a faithful Yiddisha ishabutwhose
abba was Yevani.

2Timotiyoswas abochurwhowaswell spokenof by theAchimb'Moshiach inLystra and
Iconium.

3Rav Sha'ul wanted Timotiyos to come along with his chavurah, so he took him and did
a bris milah, because of the Yehudim in those places, for everyone had da'as that his abba
was Yevani.

4 And as they were traveling through the cities, they were handing on to them to be
shomer regarding the mitzvot that had been laid down by the Moshiachʼs Shlichim and
the Ziknei HaKehillot of Moshiach in Yerushalayim.

5The Moshiachʼs Kehillot, therefore, were growing in the emunah (faith), and yom yom
were increasing in number.

6And they traveled through the regions of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden
by the Ruach Hakodesh to speak the dvar HASHEM in* Asia.

7And having come to the border of Mysia, they were trying to go toward Bithynia, and
the Ruach of Moshiach did not permit them.

8 So, passing byMysia, they came down to Troas.
9 And during the lailah a chazon (vision) appeared to Rav Sha'ul. It was of a certain

ish from Macedonia who had been standing and was begging him, saying, Come over to
Macedonia and help us.

10 And when Rav Sha'ul saw the chazon, immediately we sought to cross over to
Macedonia, concluding that HASHEM had called us to preach the Besuras HaGeulah to
them.

11 And having set sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and, on the
next day, to Neapolis;

12 and from there, to Philippi, which is a chashuve city of the district of Macedonia, a
Roman colony. Andwewere in this city, staying some yamim.

* 15:33 1Sm 1:17 * 16:6 the Roman Province of
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13 And on Shabbos, we went outside the sha'ar to a river where there was a mikveh
mayim, supposing therewewould find aminyan davening, and having sat down,wewere
speaking with the nashimwho had assembled.

14And a certain isha, by the name Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, of the city of Thyatira,
a yirat Elohim, was listening, and HASHEM opened her lev (heart) to pay attention to the
things being spoken by Rav Sha'ul.

15 And when she was given the Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva along with all her
household, she said, If you have judgedme ne'emanah to HASHEM, enter into my bais and
stay there. And she prevailed upon us.

16And it came about when wewere going to where they held the minyan, that a certain
shifchah having a ruach of the python† came out tomeet us. Shewas bringingmuch profit
to her adonim by divination.‡

17 This one was following Rav Sha'ul, crying out, saying, These anashim are avadim of
G-d HaElyon and are proclaiming to you the Derech HaYeshu'at Eloheinu.

18 And this kviusdik thing she was doing for many yamim; but Rav Sha'ul, whom she
wouldn't stop derkutshen, turned to the ruach, and said, I command you in haShem of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to come out from her! And it came out in the same
hour.

19And when her adonim saw that the tikvah of their profit also left her, they seized Rav
Sha'ul and Sila, and they dragged them into themarketplace before their manhigim;

20 And having brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, These anashim, being
Jews, are disturbing our city,

21And they are proclaiming minhagim which it is not permitted for us, being Romans,
to accept or to do.§

22 And the multitude rose up together keneged Rav Sha'ul and Sila; and the chief
magistrates, having torn off the kaftans ofMoshiachʼs Shlichim,were giving orders to beat
them.

23Andhaving inflicted klop after klopupon these Jewishmen, they threwRav Sha'ul and
Sila into the beis hasohar, giving orders to the soher to guard them securely.

24And the soher, having received such an order, threw them into the inner beis hasohar,
and he fastened their feet in the stock.*

25 And about chatzot halailah Rav Sha'ul and Sila were davening and were singing
niggunim to HASHEM, and the prisoners were listening to them.

26And, suddenly, there cameagevaltike earthquake, so that thebeishasoharwas shaken
to its foundations, and immediately were opened all delatot (doors) and all sharsherot
(chains)were unfastened.

27 And the soher, having awakened and having seen the delatot of the beis hasohar
having been opened, drew his cherev (sword) and was about to commit suicide, thinking
the prisoners had run away.

28But Rav Sha'ul shouted with a kol gadol, saying, Do no harm to yourself, for we are all
here.

29And having asked for lights, he rushed in and, starting to tremble with pachad, he fell
down before Rav Sha'ul and Sila.

30Then, leading them outside, the soher said, Rabbotai, what is it necessary forme to do
that I may come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu?

31 And Moshiachʼs Shlichim said, Have emunah in the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Adoneinu Yehoshua, and youwill come to Yeshu'at Eloheinu, you and your bais.

32And they spoke to him the dvar HASHEM together with all the ones in his bais.
33 And having taken them in that hour of the lailah, the soher washed their wounds,

and at once he did getoivult (was givenMoshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva), as well as his entire
mishpochah.

34After that he led them to tish in his bais, and he set before them okhel, and hewith his
whole bais had simcha gedolah that they had come to emunah in HASHEM.

35And in the boker, the magistrates sent the soterim (policemen), saying, Release those
men.

36And the soher reported these words to Rav Sha'ul, saying, The magistrates sent word
that youmay be released; now, therefore, go and depart in shalom.†

† 16:16 i.e., a shed, demon ‡ 16:16 Dt 18:11; 1Sm 28:3,7 § 16:21 Esth 3:8 * 16:24 Job 13:27; 33:11; Jer 20:2,3;
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37 But Rav Sha'ul said to them, After giving us a public flogging, though we are uncon-
demned Roman citizens, they threw us into the beis hasohar; and now are they secretly
sending us out? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and lead us out in public.

38 And the soterim reported these words to the magistrates, and the magistrates were
afraid, hearing that Rav Sha'ul and Sila were both Roman citizens.

39 So the magistrates came, and entreated Rav Sha'ul and Sila, and brought them out,
asking them to depart from the city.

40And having come out from the beis hasohar, they came to Lydia, and having seen and
encouraged the Achim b'Moshiach of the Kehillah that met in Lydiaʼs bais, Rav Sha'ul and
Sila departed.

17
1 Now having passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonika,

where there was a shul.
2 And as he did bekvius (regularly), Rav Sha'ul joined their minyan, and on shloshah

Shabbatot, he gave them drashot from the Kitvei HaKodesh,
3Making aMessianicmidrash (homiletical interpretationof theScriptures)andgiving the

pshat (rationale) for the yissurim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, that it was necessary for
him to suffer and to stand up alive from the Mesim, saying, This one is the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, this Yehoshua whom I am proclaiming to you.

4And some of themwere persuaded andwere beingmishtatef (join, become involved) in
a chavurah with Rav Sha'ul and Sila, as did a large number of yirei Elohim (Yevanim) and
not a few of the chashuve nashim.

5 And the Yehudim without emunah, being filled with kinah, and having rounded up
from thepeople of themarket the gornisht and theno-goodniks, andhaving formedamob,
were throwing the city into an uproar. And the crowdwas seeking to bring outMoshiachʼs
Shlichim and throw them to themob, so they attacked the bais of Jason.

6 But not having found the Moshiachʼs Shlichim, they were dragging Jason and some
other Achim b'Moshiach to the city manhigim, shouting, These, who have been turning
the OlamHazeh upside down, have come here also!

7And Jason is the onewho has received them into his bais! And all these ones are acting
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is a king other than Caesar, this Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua!

8And they stirred up the mob and also the city manhigimwho heard them saying these
things.

9And having taken the bondmoney from Jason and the rest, they released them.
10And, immediately during the lailah, the Achim b'Moshiach sent both Rav Sha'ul and

Sila to Berea. WhenMoshiachʼs Shlichim arrived, they joined theminyan in the shul.
11 But these Bereans were more noble-minded than the Thessalonians. The Berean

Yehudim received the dvar HASHEMwith all readiness, yom yom (daily)making a chazora
(review) and examining and horiva over (analyzing) the Kitvei HaKodesh, to see if these
things might be so.*

12Therefore, many of them became Messianic Jews, and also of the chashuve Yevanim,
not a few nashim and anashim came to emunah.

13Butwhen the Yehudimwithout emunah fromThessalonika realized that also in Berea
the dvar HASHEM was being proclaimed by Rav Sha'ul, they came also to Berea, agitating
and stirring upmobs.

14And immediately, then, the Achim b'Moshiach sent away Rav Sha'ul to go as far as to
the sea, but both Sila and Timotiyos remained in Berea.

15Now the ones escorting Rav Sha'ul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving
instructions to have Sila andTimotiyos come toRav Sha'ul inAthens as quickly as possible,
the ones escorting him departed.

16And awaiting them inAthens, the ruach of Rav Sha'ulwas being distressedwithin him
as he observed the city being full of elilim.

17 Therefore, Rav Sha'ul was dialoguing and arguing in the shul with the Yehudim and
with the yirei Elohim and also in the marketplace yom yom† to the ones who happened to
be there.

18Also some of the Apikoros (Epicurean) and Stoic philosophers started conversingwith
Rav Sha'ul, and some were saying, What might this babbler wish to say? And others said,

* 17:11 Dt 29:28 † 17:17 street preaching
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He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign deities. They said this because of what Rav Sha'ul
was proclaiming: Yehoshua and the Techiyas HaMesim.

19And having taken hold of Rav Sha'ul, they brought him to the Areopagus, saying, Are
we able to have da'as of what this new teaching is, which is being spoken by you?

20 For some surprising things you bring to our hearing. Therefore, we desire to have
da'as of what these things mean.

21Nowall the Athenians and the visiting foreigners and tourists in Athens used to spend
time doing nothing but shmoozing about the latest novelty in the news.

22 And Rav Sha'ul, taking his stand in the middle of the Areopagus, said, Anashim,
Athenians, with respect to everything how very religious indeed I observe you to be.

23 For passing through and looking carefully at your objects of worship, I found also an
altar on which had been inscribed “To the unknown g-d.” Therefore, what you worship
without da'as, this I proclaim to you.

24HASHEM, the One having made HaOlam and all the things in it, this One being Adon
HaShomayim vaHaAretz, does not dwell in temples made by human hands.‡

25Nor isHASHEM served by humanhands, as if HASHEMwere in need of something, since
He gives to all Chayyim and breath and everything.§

26 And HASHEM made from one ancestor every nation of anashim dwelling pnei kol
haAretz. And HASHEM has set the zmanim and the fixed boundaries of their habitations,*

27 So that they would seek HASHEM, if efsher (perhaps) they might grope for Him and
might find Him, though HASHEM is not far from each one of us.†

28 For “we live in Him and in Him we move and have our being,” as also some of your
poets have said, “For we are all His offspring.”‡

29Therefore, being offspring of HASHEM, we ought not to think that HASHEMʼs essence is
like gold or silver or stone, a tzelem (image)made by the skill and thought of Bnei Adam.§

30While HASHEM has disregarded and let pass the AmHaAretz times of ignorance, now,
however, HASHEM proclaims to kol bnei Adam everywhere, Make teshuva,

31 Because he set a day in which he is about to bring MISHPAT* on the Olam Hazeh in
tzedek† by an ISH‡whomhe appointed, having furnished proof to all by havingmade him
to stand up alive again from theMesim.§

32And when they heard of the Techiyas HaMesim, some were mocking Rav Sha'ul. But
others said, Wewill hear you again about this.

33Thus did Rav Sha'ul go out from themidst of them.
34And some anashim became mishtatef in the chavurah of Rav Sha'ul, in that they had

emunah, among whom were both Dionysius, a member of the Athenian Council of the
Areopagus, and an isha by name Damaris, and others with them.

18
1After these things Rav Sha'ul left Athens and went to Corinth.
2 And in Corinth Rav Sha'ul found some Messianic Jews, namely Aquila hailing from

Pontus, having recently come from Italy, where Claudius ordered a decree of Jewish
expulsion from Rome, and Priscilla, his isha. Rav Sha'ul went to see them.

3And because he had the same parnasah (livelihood), Rav Sha'ul was staying with them,
and he was working with them, for they were tentmakers by trade.

4 And Rav Sha'ul was debating in the shul every Shabbos, and he was convincing
Yehudim and Yevanim.

5 Now when both Sila and Timotiyos came down from Macedonia, Rav Sha'ul was
farnumen (preoccupied) and totally absorbedwith the dvar HASHEM, bearing solemn edut
to the Yehudim that Yehoshua is the Moshiach.

6 But when some began opposing Rav Sha'ul, and when they began committing Chillul
HASHEM, Rav Sha'ul shook out his kaftan and said to them, The responsibility of your lot be
upon your own head! For I am tahor (clean); from now on, I go to the Nations.*

7And soRav Sha'ul left them, and entered into the bais of a certain ish by the nameTitius
Justus, a yire Elohimwhose bais was right next door to the shul!
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8And Crispus, the Rosh Beit HaKnesset, came to emunah in Moshiach Adoneinu along
with his entire bais; also many of the Corinthians who heard came to emunah, and were
being givenMoshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva.

9 Then in the lailah, through a chazon, Adonoi said to Rav Sha'ul, Do not fear, but speak
out, and do not keep silent,

10For I amwith you, and no one will attack you to harm you; I havemany people in this
city.

11AndRav Sha'ul sat shanah and shishah chodashim saying shiurim to themon the dvar
HASHEM.

12AndwhenGalliowasproconsul ofAchaia, the [disobedient] Yehudimroseupwith one
accord keneged (against, in opposition to) Rav Sha'ul, and they took him to court,

13Saying, ThisonepersuadesanashimtoworshipHASHEM inamannerhepechderTorah
(contrary to the Torah).

14 Rav Sha'ul was about to open his mouth when Gallio spoke to the Yehudim, If this
matter concerned some wrong or heinous crime, O Yehudim, I might reasonably put up
with you;

15 But if it is kashes (questions) about a dvar and shemot (names) and your Torah, you
will see to it for yourselves. I do not intend to be a shofet (judge) of these things.

16And he had them ejected from the courtroom.
17 They seized Sosthenes, the Rosh HaKnesset, and were beating him in full view of the

Kes HaMishpat (Judgment Seat), and none of these things created a concern for Gallio.
18 But Rav Sha'ul still remained a number of yamim and then took leave of the Achim

b'Moshiach, and was sailing away to Syria; and with him were Priscilla and Aquila. In
Cenchrea he cut his hair, for he had taken a neder (vow).†

19Then they arrived inEphesus, andRav Sha'ul left them there, but he joined theminyan
in the shul and debated with the Yehudim.

20 And when they were asking Rav Sha'ul to stay for a longer time, he did not give his
consent.

21But taking leave of them, he said, I will return again im yirtzeh HASHEM(G-d willing).
Then Rav Sha'ul set sail from Ephesus.

22 And having come down to Caesarea and having gone up and greeted the [Yerusha-
layim] Kehillah of Moshiach, then Rav Sha'ul went down to Antioch.

23 And having spent some time, he embarked, passing through the area of Galatia and
Phrygia, strengthening all the Moshiachʼs talmidim.

24 Now a certain man, a Yehudi, arrived in Ephesus, Apollos by name, hailing from
Alexandria, a lamdan (a Torah scholar with prodigious knowledge), being tief (deep and
profound, erudite, keen) in the Kitvei HaKodesh.

25This one had been taught the Derech HASHEM and was on fire in the Ruach Hakodesh
and saying shiurim and drashot accurate and true to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach. But Rav
Apollos was acquainted only with the tevilah of teshuva of Yochanan.‡

26 And this rabbi began to speak with ometz lev (boldness) in the shul. And having
heardhim, Priscilla andAquila tookhimandmoreaccurately instructedhim in theDerech
HASHEM.

27WhenRavApollos desired to go to Achaia, the Achimb'Moshiach encouraged himand
wrote iggrot toMoshiachʼs talmidim there to welcome him. When Rav Apollos arrived, he
greatly helped the ones who through the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM had come to emunah.

28 For Rav Apollos was publicly and powerfully refuting the [unbelieving] Yehudim,
showing through the Kitvei HaKodesh that Yehoshua is the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

19
1And it came about while Rav Apollos was in Corinth that Rav Sha'ul traveled through

the upper regions and arrived at Ephesus, finding some of* talmidim there.
2And Rav Sha'ul said to them, Did you receive the Ruach Hakodesh when you came to

emunah? But they said to Rav Sha'ul, But we never heard that there is a Ruach Hakodesh!
3 And Rav Sha'ul said, Into what then were you given tevilah? And they said, Into the

tevilah of Yochanan.
4And Rav Sha'ul said, Yochanan gave a tevilah of teshuva to the people, saying that they

should have emunah in Hu HaBah,† the one coming after him, that is, in Yehoshua.‡
5And having heard this, theywere givenMoshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva in haShemof the

Moshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.
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6 And when Rav Sha'ul placed his hands upon them, the Ruach Hakodesh came upon
them, and they were speaking in leshonot and they were speaking devarim hanevu'ah.

7And the anashimwere about sheneym asar in number.
8 And having joined the minyan at the shul, Rav Sha'ul was speaking with ometz lev

during the course of shloshah chodashim, debating and persuading concerning the things
of the Malchut HASHEM.

9 But when some unbelievers in the shul were being hardened and were disobeying,
speaking Chillul HASHEMof theDerechHASHEMbefore themultitude, Rav Sha'ulwithdrew
from them. Rav Sha'ul took the Moshiachʼs talmidim and yom yomwas saying shiurim in
the [Messianic] yeshiva of Tyrannus.

10And this happened over a period of two yearswith the intended result that all the ones
inhabiting§ Asia heard the dvar HASHEM, both Yehudim and Yevanim.

11And gevaltike moftim and niflaot HASHEM effected at the hands of Rav Sha'ul,
12 so that when a handkerchief or an apron touched the skin of Rav Sha'ul and was

brought to the cholim, themachlot (sicknesses) and the shedim (demons) left them.
13 And some traveling Jewish exorcists attempted to use haShem of Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiachAdoneinuYehoshuaover the ones possessed of ruchot ra'ot, saying, I exorcize
and cast you out by the Yehoshua whom Rav Sha'ul preaches!

14And therewere doing this very thing shivat banim of a certain Skeva, a Jewish “Kohen
Gadol.”

15And in reply the ruach hara'ah (the shed, demon) said to them, I am acquainted with
Yehoshua, I have da'as of Sha'ul, but, you, who are you?!

16And the ish inwhomwas the ruachhara'ah leapedupon themandsubduedall [shivah]
of them, and overpowered them, so that they fled, naked andwounded, from the bais.

17And this became known to all the Yehudim and also the Yevanim inhabiting Ephesus,
and pachad (terror) fell upon all of them, and they were exalting haShem of Adoneinu
Yehoshua.

18Andmany of the ones having come to emunah were making vidduy of their ma'asim,
disclosing them.

19 And a number of the ones who had practiced kishshuf (magic, sorcery) brought
together their occult sfarim andwere burning them publicly; and they added up the price
of these occult sfarim, and they found it to be fifty thousand silver pieces.

20 So the dvar HASHEM, the Besuras HaGeulah, was growing with ko'ach and was
prevailing.

21 And when these things were fulfilled, Rav Sha'ul resolved in his ruach to travel
through Macedonia and Achaia and go to Yerushalayim, saying After I have gone there,
it is necessary for me also to see Rome.

22So Rav Sha'ul sent toMacedonia two of themesharetim (ministers, servants)with him
— Timotiyos and Erastus, while he stayed a little while longer in* Asia.

23Nowduring that time therewas no small disturbance concerning theDerechHASHEM.
24 For a certain one, Demetrius by name, a silversmith and maker of silver idol shrines

for Artemis, was providing no small revach (profit) for the craftsmen.
25 Demetrius also assembled the craftsmen occupied with that trade and he said,

Anashim, you have da'as that our prosperity is from this trade,
26And you see and hear that not only here in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Rav

Sha'ul has persuaded and drawn away a large multitude saying, Elilimmade with human
hands are not Elohim.†

27And this is not only a danger to us, that our part, our trade, will fall into disrepute, but
also the temple of the elah hagedolahArtemismay be considered as nothing, and alsomay
be about to suffer the loss of her majesty, which all Asia and the OlamHazeh worship.

28And having listened and having become full of ka'as, the idol makers were crying out,
saying, Gedolah is Artemis of the Ephesians!

29And the city was filled with tohu, and they rushed with one impulse into the theater,
having seizedGaius andAristarchus, whowereMacedonians and traveling fellowpo'alim
of Rav Sha'ul.

30And Rav Sha'ul desired to enter into the crowd in the theater, but the talmidim were
not allowing him.

31And also some of the Asiarchswhowere his chaverim, sent to him, begging himnot to
venture into the theater.
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32 Then some began shouting one thing, some another, in the theater, for the kahal was
in confusion, andmost had no da'as of the purpose of the kahal (assembly).

33 And from the multitude Alexander was pushed forward by Yehudim and some
prompted him with shouts, while Alexander waved his hand, wanting to defend himself
to the kahal.

34But having knownwhat the manwas, that he was a Yehudi, all in the theater shouted
in unison for lav davka two hours crying out, Gedolah is Artemis of the Ephesians.

35 And the town clerk, when he had restrained the crowd, said, Anashim, citizens of
Ephesus, who indeed is there among Bnei Adam who does not have da'as that the city of
Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the tzelem (image) that
fell from Shomayim?

36 Since these things are undeniable, it is necessary for you to calm down and to do
nothing reckless.

37For you brought these anashim here who are neither temple robbers nor speakers of
evil against our religion.

38Therefore, if Demetrius and the craftsmenwith him have a tainah (grievance) against
anyone, the civil courts are in session and there are proconsuls. Let it be there that they
bring charges against one another.

39 And if you seek anything further, let your settlement be obtained in the lawful
assembly.

40 For indeed we are in danger of being indicted for an intifadah (uprising) today, for
there is no justification we can render to excuse this disorder and commotion.

41And having said these things, the town clerk dismissed the kahal (assembly).

20
1And after the uproar had ended, Rav Sha'ul summoned the Moshiachʼs talmidim and,

having exhorted them, and having taken his leave, he departed to go to Macedonia.
2 And having traveled through those regions and having exhorted the Moshiachʼs

talmidim there withmanywords, Rav Sha'ul came to Greece.
3And after he had spent shloshah chodashim there, Rav Sha'ul was about to set sail for

Syria when a kesher (conspiracy) was plotted against him by the* Yehudim, and so Rav
Sha'ul decided to return throughMacedonia.

4 And accompanying Rav Sha'ul from Berea was Sopater the son of Pyrrhus; from
ThessalonikawasAristarchusandSecundus; fromDerbe, Gaius; and fromAsia, Timotiyos,
Tychicus and Trophimus.

5And these, having gone ahead, were waiting for us in Troas.
6 And we sailed away after the Yamim HaMatzot† from Philippi, and within chamash

yamimwe came to them in Troas, where we stayed shivah yamim.
7And onYomRishon,whenwemet for tish,‡Rav Sha'ulwas saying a shiur to them, since

he would have to depart early the next day and was having to extend the message until
chatzot halailah.

8And there were a number of menorot in the upper story, where we had assembled.
9 And a certain bocher, by the name of Eutychus, was sitting on the window sill and

began to succumb to a deep sleep while Rav Sha'ul was saying a shiur that went on and
on. Overcomeby this sleep, Eutychus fell from the third story downwards, andwas picked
up dead.

10 And having come down, Rav Sha'ul fell upon him, and, having embraced him, Rav
Sha'ul said, Do not be troubled, for his neshamah is in him.§

11And having gone up and, at the Betzi'at HaLechem, having partaken of it, and having
spoken until Shacharis, thus Rav Sha'ul departed.

12And they led away the bochur chai! And they were not a little comforted.
13Andwewent ahead to the oniyah (sailing vessel) and set sail for Assos, wherewewere

intending to takeRav Sha'ul onboard, for hehad arranged it so, intending to travel himself
there by land.

14When Rav Sha'ul met us in Assos, we took him on board and came toMitylene.
15And from there, having sailed away, we arrived on the next day opposite Chios. And

then the day following we crossed over to Samos, and, on the following day, we came to
Miletus.
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16 For Rav Sha'ul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so he would not have to spend time
in* Asia, for he was hurrying in order that, if possible, he might by Shavu'os go up to
Yerushalayim.

17 And from Miletus, having sent to Ephesus, Rav Sha'ul summoned the Ziknei HaKe-
hillah.

18And when they came to him, he said to them, You have da'as from the yom harishon
in which I set foot in Asia how I was with you the entire time,

19My avodas kodesh service to HASHEMwith all anavah (humility) and tears and tzoros,
and all that happened tome by the kesharim of the [unbelieving] Yehudim;

20How I kept back nothing profitable from you, but kept giving you messianic drashot
and shiurim publicly and from bais to bais,†

21 Bearing solemn edut both to Yehudim and Yevanim about teshuva toward HASHEM
and emunah in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.

22 And now, hinei, having been bound by the Ruach Hakodesh, I am going to Yerusha-
layim, not having da'as of the things that are going to happen tome there,

23 Except that the Ruach Hakodesh, in every city, testifies to me, saying that the beis
hasohar and tzoros are awaiting me.

24 But I gufa (myself) do not account my existence in the Olam Hazeh of any value to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the avodas kodesh sherut which I received
from the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua to bear witness to the Besuras
HaGeulah of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM.

25Andnow, hinei, I haveda'as thatno longerwill you seemy face, all of youamongwhom
I went about dar-shenen theMalchut HASHEM.

26 Therefore I bear solemn edut (testimony) to you on this very day today, that I am
innocent of the blood of any of you.

27 For I did not shrink back from preaching and disclosing to all of you the whole etzat
HASHEM(counsel, plan of G-d).

28Pay attention to yourselves and to all the EderHASHEM(flockofG-d) inwhich theRuach
Hakodeshhasplacedyouasmashgichimruchaniyim (spiritualoverseers) todo theworkof
ro'im (shepherds) over the Kehillah of HASHEMwhich Adoneinu purchased for the Geulah
with his own dahm.‡

29 I have da'as that after my departure savage ze'evim (wolves)will come in among you,
not sparing the eder (flock).§

30And from you yourselves will rise up anashim speaking perverted doctrines in order
to draw away talmidim after themselves.

31 Therefore, be shomer, remembering that for shloshah shanim, yomam v'lailah, I did
not stop admonishing each one of you with tears.

32And now I commend you to HASHEM and to the Dvar HaChen v'Chesed HASHEMwhich
is able to build you up and give you a nachalah (inheritance) among all the kedoshim.

33 I coveted no oneʼs silver or gold or shtreimel.*
34You yourselves have da'as that these hands of mine supported all my needs as well as

the needs of those withme.
35 In all this Iwas showingyouamofet (example) that thusworkinghard it is necessary to

help theweakand tohave zikaronof thedevarimofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachAdoneinu
Yehoshua, that he himself said, “Beser (better) to geben (give) than to nemen (take).”

36Andhaving said these things, Rav Sha'ul fell downand,with themall, begandavening.
37And there was much weeping among them, and, having fallen upon the neck of Rav

Sha'ul, they were kissing him,
38with agmat nefesh above all at the dvar in which Rav Sha'ul had said that no longer

would they see his face again. And they were accompanying him to the oniyah.

21
1Andwhen it cameabout thatwe set sail, havingparted fromthem, having runa straight

course, we came to Cos. And on the next day we got to Rhodes, and from there to Patara.
2And having found an oniyah crossing over to Phoenicia, wewent on board and set sail.
3 And having come within sight of Cyprus, and leaving Cyprus behind on our left, we

were sailing to Syria and we arrived in Tzor, for there the oniyah was unloading its cargo.

* 20:16 the Province of † 20:20 Ps 40:10; Jer 26:2; 42:2 ‡ 20:28 kapporah § 20:29 Ezek 34:5 * 20:33 1Sm
12:3
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4 And after having searched for Moshiachʼs talmidim there, we stayed in Tzor shivah
yamim. And Moshiachʼs talmidim were telling Rav Sha'ul by the Ruach Hakodesh not to
make any aliyah (ascent) to Yerushalayim.

5But when our yamim there were ended, we departed and everyone, including nashim
and yeladim, were accompanying us as far as the outskirts of the city; and falling down on
the beach, we all were davening.

6And having bid them Shalom, we embarked in the oniyah, and they returned to their
own batim.

7 And when we had completed the voyage from Tzor, we arrived in Ptolemais, and,
having given a Shalom greeting to the Achimb'Moshiach there, we stayed yom echadwith
them.

8Andon thenextday, having left,we came toCaesarea; andentered thebais of Philippos,
themaggid of the Besuras HaGeulahwhowas one of HaShivah.* Andwe stayedwith him.

9And Philippos was the abba of arbah banot, betulot, who were gifted in giving a dvar
nevuah.†

10And remaining there many yamim, a certain one came down from Yehudah, a navi,
Agav by name.

11And when he came to us, he took Rav Sha'ulʼs gartel and, having bound his own feet
and hands with it, Agav said, So says the Ruach Hakodesh: this is the way the Yehudim in
Yerushalayim will bind the man who owns this gartel, and they will hand him over to the
Goyim.‡

12Andwhenwe heard these things, wewere begging Rav Sha'ul, bothwe and the locals,
not to make any aliyah (ascent) to Yerushalayim.

13Then Rav Sha'ul answered,What are you doingweeping and breakingmy lev (heart)?
For I amprepared not only to be bound but to die al kiddush ha-Shem in Yerushalayim, for
haShem of the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.

14And not persuading him, we remained silent, having said, Let the ratzon HASHEM be
done.

15 And after these yamim, having made preparations, we were making an aliyah to
Yerushalayim.

16And also someofMoshiachʼs talmidim fromCaesarea traveledwith us, bringing us for
hachnosas orchim to the bais of the Cyprian Mnason, one of Moshiachʼs talmidim of long
standing.§

17Andwhenwearrived inYerushalayim, theAchimb'Moshiach there gaveusakabbalat
panimwelcomewith lev same'ach.

18Andon the followingdayRav Sha'ulwas going inwithus to Ya'akov,* and all the Ziknei
HaKehillah came.

19And having given them a Shalom greeting, Rav Sha'ul was explaining one by one the
things HASHEM did through his avodas kodesh asMoshiachʼs Shliach to the Umot ha-Olam.

20And the ones who heard were saying, Baruch HASHEM! And they said to him, You see,
Ach b'Moshiach, howmany thousands there are among the Yehudim who have emunah†
and they all have kanous (zealousness), are shomermitzvot for the Torah.‡

21AndtheseOrthodox Jewishma'aminimhameshichiyimhaveheardarumor informing
them about you, that you teach the Yehudim living among the Goyim in the Golus to be
shmad and to commit apostasy fromMoshe,§ telling them to abandon bris milah for Bnei
Yisroel and not to be shomer regarding the darkhei haTorah*(ways of the Torah).†

22What then is tobedone? Certainly theseOrthodox Jewishma'aminimhameshichiyim‡

will get word that you have come.
23This, therefore, dowhatwe tell you. There arewithus arba'ahanashimwhoareunder

a neder Nezirim.
24Go! Take these for hitkaddeshut (purification) and purify yourself with them and pay

expenses for them, that they may cut their hair; then all shall have da'as that there is no
emes to the rumor; then it shall be clear that you yourself are in agreement and frum
regarding the darkhei haTorah and that you are charedi and shomermitzvot, in the ranks
of those who practice Orthodox Judaism.§

* 21:8 see Ac 6:3 † 21:9 Ex 15:20; Judg 4:4; Neh 6:14 ‡ 21:11 1Kgs 22:11; Isa 20:2-4; Jer 13:1-11 § 21:16 an

early disciple * 21:18 See Ya'akov's letter which precedes the two Igrot Kodesh of Kefa. † 21:20 in our Moshiach
‡ 21:20 Sinai Covenant and its mitzvot § 21:21 Rabbeinu, i.e., Orthodox Judaism * 21:21 i.e. the Sinai Covenant
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25 And concerning the Goyim coming to* emunah, we have sent an iggeret with our
decision that they avoid what is offered to elilim and dahm and what is strangled and
zenut.

26 Then Rav Sha'ul took the anashim on the following day, and he went with them
for tohorah (purification) and was entering the Beis Hamikdash, giving notice of the
completionof theyamimof the tohorahuntilwasoffered for eachoneof themthekorban.†

27Nowwhen the shivat yamimwere about to be completed, unbelieving Yehudim from
theProvinceofAsia [Ephesus], having seenRavSha'ul in theBeisHamikdash,were stirring
up all the multitude, and they laid their hands on him,‡

28Crying out, Anashim, Bnei Yisroel, help us! This one is the ishwho is giving shiurim to
everyone everywhere keneged (against, in opposition to) HaAm§ and the Torah of Moshe
Rabbenuand thisMakomHaKadosh, and inadditionalsohebroughtYevanim into theBeis
Hamikdash and has defiledMakomHaKadosh HaZeh.*

29—For theyhadpreviously seenTrophimus theEphesian in the citywithRavSha'ul and
they had jumped to the conclusion andmade the unwarranted assumption that Rav Sha'ul
had brought Trophimus past the Soreg† in the Beis Hamikdash.

30 — And the whole city was aroused and the people were rushing together, and
they seized Rav Sha'ul, and they were dragging him outside the Beit Hamikdash; and
immediately the delatot were shut.

31 And while they were trying to kill him, a report went up to a tribune of the Roman
cohort that all Yerushalayimwas in an oifshtand (uprising) uproar.

32 At once he took his chaiyalim and centurions and ran down to them, and when the
rioters saw the Roman tribune and the chaiyalim, they stopped beating Rav Sha'ul.

33Then the Roman tribune came near and took hold of Rav Sha'ul and ordered him to be
bound with two sharsherot (chains), and the tribune was inquiring who he might be and
what he had done.

34 Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another, and the tribune was not
able tohaveda'asof anythingdefinitebecauseof thenoise, soheorderedhimtobebrought
into the barracks.

35 And when Rav Sha'ul was on the steps, it came about that he was carried by the
chaiyalim, because of the violence of themultitude,

36For the crowd kept following and shouting, Away with him!
37 And just when he was about to be brought into the barracks, Rav Sha'ul says to the

Roman tribune, Is it permissible for me to say something to you? And the tribune said,
Ellinisti Ginoskeis? (Do you knowGreek?)

38 Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up an intifada and led out four
thousand assassins into the wilderness?

39And Rav Sha'ul said, I gufa (myself) am an ish Yehudi from Tarsus of Cilicia, a citizen
of no insignificant city. And I ask you to allowme to speak to the people.

40 And when the tribune had given permission, Rav Sha'ul stood on the steps and
motioned with his hand to the people. And a great silence fell upon the crowd. Then Rav
Sha'ul addressed themultitude in the language of the Hebrews.

22
1Rav Sha'ul said, Anashim, Achim, Avot, listen now tomy hitstaddekut (defense).
2 And when they heard that Rav Sha'ul was addressing them in the language of the

Hebrews, they were evenmore quiet. And Rav Sha'ul said:
3 I aman ish Yehudi, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but having been brought up in a yeshiva in

this city of Yerushalayim at the feet of Rabban Gamli'el, having learned with irreproach-
able frumkeit according to all machmir chumra strictness the Torah of Avoteinu, and I
have a kinat HASHEM just as all of you do today;*

4 I brought redifah on this “Derech,” even to the point of mavet, binding and delivering
both anashim and nashim over to the beis hasohar,

5As even the KohenGadol and all the Zekenim of the Sanhedrin could give solemn eidus
for me. For from them I also was authorized with iggrot to the Achim in Damascus, and I
was going there to lead away also the ones who were there in order to bring them bound
back to Yerushalayim to have them punished.

* 21:25Orthodox Jewish † 21:26Num6:13-20 ‡ 21:27 Jer 26:8 § 21:28 Yisroel * 21:28 the Beis Hamikdash
† 21:29 barrier of the holy precinct * 22:3 1Kgs 19:10
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6 And it happened to me while traveling and drawing near to Damascus, lav davka
(approximately) noon, suddenly from Shomayim, a very bright ohr (light) shone around
me;

7And I fell to the ground. Then I heard a bat kol saying tome, Sha'ul, Sha'ul, why are you
bringing redifah onme?

8And I answered, Who are you, Adoni? And he said to me, I am Yehoshua of Natzeret,
upon whom you are bringing redifah.

9 And the ones with me saw the ohr (light) but they did not have real hearing (under-
standing) of the voice speaking to me.

10 And I said, What shall I do, Adoni? And HaAdon said to me, Get up and go into
Damascus, and there you will be told about everything which has been appointed for you
to do.

11And because I had been blinded from the kavod (glory) of that ohr (light), I was led by
the hand by the ones whowere withme andwho ledme into Damascus.

12 A certain man, Chananyah by name, an ehrliche Yid (a truly pious Jew), charedi
according to the Torah andwith a shem tov with all the Yehudim living in Damascus,

13 Came to me and stood next to me, saying, Ach b'Moshiach Sha'ul, receive your sight.
And at that moment I looked up at him.

14Andhe said, Elohei Avoteinu has chosen and appointed you to have da'as ofHis ratzon
(will) and to see the Tzaddik† and to hear the kol (voice) fromHis mouth.

15 For you will be an eidus (witness) to him to all anashim of what you have seen and
heard.

16And nowwhat do you intend to do? Get up and receive Moshiachʼs tevilah of teshuva
andwash away your averos (sins) by calling upon SHMO.‡

17And it happened that after I had returned to Yerushalayim and as I was davening in
the Beis Hamikdash, that I fell into a trance,

18 And saw Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach saying to me, Hurry and get out quickly from
Yerushalayim, because they will not receive your edut (testimony) concerningme.

19And I said, Adoni, they themselves have da'as that in every shul Iwas imprisoning and
beating the ones with emunah in you.

20Andwhen in al kiddushha-Shem, the dahmof your eidus (witness) Stefanoswas being
poured out, I myself also had been standing by and agreeing and protecting the kaftans of
the ones killing him.

21AndMoshiach said to me, Go! For I will send you out, far away to the Goyim.
22And they were listening to Rav Sha'ul up to the word Goyim; and then they lifted up

their kol, saying, Away with such a one from ha'aretz! He should not be allowed to live!
23Andwhile theywere cryingout,while theywere throwingoff their kaftansand tossing

dust into the air,§
24 the Roman tribune directed him to be brought into the barracks, and ordered him to

be examined by the flagellumʼs scourge, that the tribunemight have da'as of the reason for
themobʼs shouting thus keneged (against, in opposition to) Rav Sha'ul.

25And when the Roman soldiers stretched Rav Sha'ul out with the straps, he said to the
centurionwhowas standing by, If aman is a Roman citizen and uncondemned, it is lawful
for you to scourge him?

26 And having heard this, the centurion approached the tribune and reported, saying,
What are you about to do? For this man has Roman citizenship.

27Andhaving approached, the tribune said to Rav Sha'ul, Tellme, are you aRoman? And
Rav Sha'ul said, Etiam.*

28 And the tribune answered, It cost me a large sum of money for me to acquire my
Roman citizenship. And Rav Sha'ul said, But indeed I have been born a Roman citizen.

29Ofen ort, then, the ones about to examine him drew back from Rav Sha'ul. Also the
tribune did the same. For he was afraid, learning that Rav Sha'ul is a Roman and that he
had bound him.

30And on the next day, desiring to know something definite about why Rav Sha'ul was
accusedby the Yehudim, the tribune releasedhimandordered theRasheiHakohanimand
all the Sanhedrin to be assembled. Then, having brought downRav Sha'ul, the tribune had
him set before them.

† 22:14Moshiach ‡ 22:16 Lv 8:6; Ps 51:2; Ezek 36:25; Yoel 3:5; Zech 6:12 § 22:23 2Sm 16:13 * 22:27 T.N. Latin:
Yes, certainly.
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23
1And as he gazed at the Sanhedrin, Rav Sha'ul said, Anashim, Achim, I have lived before

HASHEM until this day with a lev tahor.
2And the Kohen Gadol Chananyah ordered the ones standing by Rav Sha'ul to strike his

mouth.
3ThenRav Sha'ul said to him,HASHEM is about to strike you, youwhite-washedwall! You

sit judgingme according to Torah and yet in violation of the Torah you commandme to be
struck?*

4And the ones standing by said, Do you revile the Kohen Gadol of HASHEM?
5And Rav Sha'ul said, I was without da'as, Achim, that he is the Kohen Gadol, for it has

been written, NASI V'AMMECHA LO TA'OR (A ruler of your people youwill not speak evil of,
curse).†

6And Rav Sha'ul, having da'as that one kat is of Tzedukim (Sadducees) and the other of
Perushim (Pharisees), was cryingout in the Sanhedrin, Anashim, Achim, I amaParushben
Parush and it is for the tikvah of the Techiyas HaMesim that I am being judged.

7Nowwhen Rav Sha'ul said this, there came about a machlochet (controversy) between
the Perushim and Tzedukim, and themultitude was divided.

8 Loit (according to) the Tzedukim, there is no Techiyas HaMesim nor a malach nor
ruchot, but Perushim acknowledge all these things.

9 And there was a kol gadol and some of the Sofrim of the kat of the Perushim were
arguing vigorously, saying, Nothing rah do we find keneged this ish, and what if a ruach
did speak to him or amalach?

10And fearingmuchmoremachloketwas coming, theRoman tribuneordered the troops
to go down to take Rav Sha'ul away from the midst of them and to bring him into the
barracks lest he be torn to pieces by them.

11 And on the following lailah, HaAdon stood by Rav Sha'ul and said, Chazak! For as
you gave solemn edut about me in Yerushalayim, thus it is necessary for you also to bear
solemn eidus in Rome.

12 In theboker, the Judeans joined inakesher andbound themselveswith a shevu'ah that
none of them would eat or drink until they had carried out their plot of retzichah b'seter
of Rav Sha'ul.

13Now there weremore than arba'im anashim (fortymen)who joined in this kesher.
14After they approached theRasheiHaKohanim (Chief Priests) and the Zekenim (Elders),

they said, We have bound ourselves with a shevu'ah (oath) to eat nothing until we have
killed Rav Sha'ul.

15Now, therefore, you with the Sanhedrin notify the tribune so that he may bring Rav
Sha'ul down to you as if intending to determine more accurately the things concerning
him, and, before he draws near, we are ready to kill him.

16Nowwhen Rav Sha'ulʼs achyon (nephew) heard about the ma'arav (ambush), he went
and gained entrance into the barracks and reported this to Rav Sha'ul.

17 And Rav Sha'ul summoned one of the centurions and said, Bring this bochur to the
tribune for he has something to report to him.

18 So the centurion took the bochur and brought him to the tribune and says, The
prisoner Rav Sha'ul has summoned me and asked me to bring this bochur to you; he has
something to say to you.

19The tribune grasped the bochurʼs hand and drewhimaside privately, inquiring,What
is it you have to report to me?

20 And the bochur said, The Judeans agreed to ask you to bring Rav Sha'ul down
machar (tomorrow) to the Sanhedrin as if intending to inquire something more accurate
concerning him.

21Therefore, you should not be persuaded by them, for more than arba'im anashim are
lying inwait for himand these took a shevu'ah upon themselves neither to eat nor to drink
until they have assassinated him, and now they are ready, waiting for your consent.

22 Therefore, the tribune dismissed the bochur, ordering him, Tell no one that you
reported these things to me.

23 And having summoned two of the centurions, the tribune said, Prepare to leave for
Caesareabynineo'clock tonight the following: twohundredchaiyalim, seventyhorsemen,
and two hundred bowmen.

24And also provide mounts for Rav Sha'ul to ride, that he may be given safe passage to
Felix the Moshel.

* 23:3 Lv 19:15; Dt 25:1,2 † 23:5 Ex 22:28 [27]
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25Then the tribune wrote an iggeret to this effect:
26Claudius Lysias to themost excellent Moshel, Felix. Greetings.
27 This man was seized by the Judeans and was about to be killed by them, but when I

learned that he is a Roman citizen, I camewith the chaiyalim and rescued him.
28Desiring to have da'as of the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him

down to their Sanhedrin.
29 I found he was being accused about issues of their Torah and the charge was nothing

worthy of mavet or of imprisonment.
30And when I received information of a kesher (plot) keneged (against) the man, I sent

him immediately to you, having given orders also to his accusers to state their case against
Rav Sha'ul before your excellency.

31Therefore, as theywere ordered, the chaiyalim tookRav Sha'ul along andbrought him
under cover of lailah to Antipatris.

32 And on the next day, having allowed the horsemen to go on with Rav Sha'ul, they
returned to the barracks.

33When the horsemen entered into Caesarea, they delivered the iggeret to the Moshel
and also presented Rav Sha'ul to him.

34 And having read it, and having asked from what province Rav Sha'ul hailed, the
Moshel learned that he was from Cilicia.

35 I will give you a hearing, Felix said, when also your accusers arrive. Then the Moshel
commanded Rav Sha'ul to be watched by shomrim in the Praetorium of Herod.

24
1 And after chamash yamim, the Kohen Gadol Chananyah came down with some

Zekenim and an orator, a certain Tertullus, who explained to the Moshel the charges
keneged (against) Rav Sha'ul.

2AndwhenRav Sha'ul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Your
Excellency, much shalom has been attained through you, and reforms have come to this
nation by your foresight.

3 This in every way and everywhere, we acknowledge, most excellent Felix, with todah
rabbah.

4But in order that I may not detain you any longer, I beg you in your kindness to hear us
briefly.

5Forhaving found thismana troublemakerandan inciterof riotsamongall theYehudim
throughout kol ha'aretz, a manhig of the kat,* the Natzrati Kat.

6 He even tried to desecrate the Beis Hamikdash! And so we apprehended him, [and
would have tried him according to our own law;

7But the sar haelef Lysias came, and with great ko'ach took him away out of our hands,
and ordered his adversaries to come unto you.]

8When you examine him, youwill be able to find out yourself regarding all these things
of which we accuse him.

9And the rest of the Judeans joined in the attack, saying that these things were so.
10 And when the Moshel nodded to him to speak, Rav Sha'ul answered, Knowing that

for many years you have been a shofet (judge) to this nation, I cheerfully make my
hitstaddekut.

11Youwill be able to learn that not more than twelve days have elapsed since I made an
aliyah to worship in Yerushalayim.

12And neither in the Beis Hamikdash did they find me conversing with anyone nor did
they findme stirring up themultitude either in the shuls or anywhere in Yerushalayim.

13Norare theyable toprove toyouconcerning the thingsofwhichnowtheyareaccusing
me.

14ForAnimodeh (I confess) this to you, that according to theDerechHASHEM,which they
call a “kat”,† I serve the Elohei Avoteinu, having emunah in everything written according
to the Torah and the Nevi'im.

15 I have a tikvah (hope) in HASHEM, which also these ones themselves anticipate, the
coming Techiyas HaMesim of both the Tzaddikim and the Resha'im.

16 In view of this, I always do my best to keep a matzpun naki (clear conscience) before
HASHEM and before anashim.

17Now after many years, I came bringing nedavot (donations) to my people and also to
make korbanot (sacrifices).

* 24:5 of Judaism † 24:14 of Judaism
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18And this is how they foundme, having undergone purification in the Beis Hamikdash,
not with rioters nor with any disturbance.

19 But there were some Yehudim from the Province of Asia who ought to be present
before you tomake accusation, if theymight have something against me.

20Or let these themselves say what crime they found in me when they stood me before
the Sanhedrin,

21unless it is about this one statement, which I stood and cried out among them, and that
statement was concerning the Techiyas HaMesim, and it is for this that I am being judged
today by you.

22But Felix,whowas already ratherwell informedabout theDerechHASHEM, adjourned
themeeting, saying, When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.

23 Then Felix gave orders to the centurion to guard Rav Sha'ul, but to grant him
considerable liberty and not to prevent his chaverim fromministering to his needs.

24 And after some yamim, Felix came with Drusilla, his wife, who was Jewish. He
summonedRav Sha'ul and listened to him concerning his emunah (faith) in Rebbe,Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

25AndasRav Sha'ulwas conversing about tzedek‡ andkibushhayetzer (self-control) and
about the YomHaDin coming, Felix suddenly became afraid, and said, That will do for the
moment. Go now. When I find time, I'll send for you.

26At the same time Felixwas also hoping that bribemoneywould be given to himbyRav
Sha'ul. Therefore, Felix used to frequently send for Rav Sha'ul to converse with him.

27When two years passed, Felix received a successor, Porcius Festus, and, wanting to
grant a favor to the Judeans, Felix left Rav Sha'ul in custody.

25
1Therefore Festus, having arrived in the Province, after shloshah yamimwent up from

Caesarea to Yerushalayim,
2Where the Rashei Hakohanim and manhigim of the Yehudim explained to Festus the

charges keneged Rav Sha'ul, and they were begging him,
3Asking a favor fromhim, that Festusmight summon Rav Sha'ul to Yerushalayim, while

at the same time they were forming a kesher to kill him along the way.
4 Festus answered that Rav Sha'ul was to be kept in Caesarea and that Festus himself

intended quickly to go there.
5Therefore, those in authority among you, Festus says, should come downwithme, and

if there is anything in thewrong about Rav Sha'ul, then let thembring charges against him.
6 And having stayed with them no more than shmonah or asarah yamim, Festus went

down to Caesarea; the next day he sat on the Kes HaMishpat and ordered Rav Sha'ul to be
brought in.

7When Rav Sha'ul came in, the Judeans who had come down from Yerushalayim stood
around him and brought serious charges keneged (against) him,which theywere not able
to prove.

8Rav Sha'ul defended himself, saying, Neither keneged the Torah nor keneged the Beis
Hamikdash nor keneged Caesar have I done anything wrong.

9But Festus,wishing to grant the Judeans a favor, said in reply to Rav Sha'ul, Do youwant
to go up to Yerushalayim to be judged byme there concerning these things?

10 And Rav Sha'ul said, I am standing before the Kes HaMishpat of Caesar, where it is
necessary for me to be tried. I have done no wrong to my Jewish people, as you also have
da'as very well.

11 Now if I have done wrong and am worthy of mavet, I am not trying to escape the
penalty. But if there is nothing to the charges these bring against me, no one is able to
handme over to them. Therefore, I appeal to Caesar.

12Then Festus, having talked with his council, answered, To Caesar you have appealed,
to Caesar you will go.

13After several yamim had passed, Agrippa HaMelech and Bernice arrived in Caesarea,
having paid their respects to Festus.

14And while they were spending many yamim there, Festus laid out to the Melech the
things with respect to Rav Sha'ul, saying, There is a man here who was left behind in the
beis hasohar by Felix.

15When Iwent to Yerushalayim, theRasheiHakohanimand theZekenimof theYehudim
informedme about this man, requesting keneged him a sentence of condemnation.

‡ 24:25 Dan 9:24
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16 I answered them that it violated Roman law to hand over anyman before the accused
met face to face with his accusers and had an opportunity for a hitstaddekut (defense)
concerning the accusation.

17 Therefore, they were assembled here; I allowed no delay, and on the next day, I sat
down on the Kes HaMishpat and ordered theman brought in.

18 But when the accusers stood up, no charge were they bringing of any crimes I was
expecting.

19 Instead it was an internal matter having to do with questions regarding Orthodox
Judaism, and certain disagreements they had with Rav Sha'ul, and regarding a certain
Yehoshua whowas deceased, but whom Rav Sha'ul asserted was alive.

20Since Iwas not qualified to investigate these religious questions, Iwas saying hemight
wish to go to Yerushalayim and there to be judged concerning these things.

21 But Rav Sha'ul appealed that he be kept in custody for the decision of Caesar, so I
ordered him to be kept until I send him to Caesar.

22And Agrippa said to Festus, I was desiring also myself to hear Rav Sha'ul. Then Festus
says, Tomorrow youwill hear him.

23Then on the next day Agrippa and Bernice camewith great pomp and entered into the
auditorium along with both the military tribunes and the chashuve anashim of Caesarea.
And Festus theMoshel gave orders to have Rav Sha'ul brought in.

24 And Festus says, Agrippa HaMelech and all here present with us, you see this man
about whomK'lal Yisroel has petitionedme, both in Yerushalayim and here, shouting that
he is no longer fit to live.

25But I found he has done nothing worthy of mavet, and when he appealed to Caesar, I
decided to send him.

26 But I have nothing definite to write to our sovereign; therefore, I especially brought
him before you, O Agrippa HaMelech, so that, after you have examined him, I may have
something I may write.

27For it seems unreasonable to me sending a prisoner and not having charges to report
against him.

26
1 And Agrippa said to Rav Sha'ul, It is permitted for you to speak concerning yourself.

Then Rav Sha'ul, having stretched out his hand, was making his hitstaddekut (defense),
saying,

2 I have considered myself fortunate that it is before you, Agrippa HaMelech, that I
am able to make my hitstaddekut today concerning everything of which I am accused by
Yehudim.

3 Most of all, you are a bukki (expert, meivin) in all the minhagim and issues of the
Yehudim; therefore, I beg you to listen patiently to me.

4All the Yehudim have da'as of my Yiddishkeit frommy earliest youth, a life spent from
the beginning amongmy own people and in Yerushalayim.

5Theyhavehadda'asof this fora long time, if theyarewilling tobearedut, thataccording
to themostmachmirkatofourOrthodox Jewish faithmy lifehasbeen livedoutasaParush.

6AndnowI standhereon trial onaccountofmy tikvah in thehavtachamade toAvoteinu,
7A havtacha Sheneym Asar Shevateinu have tikvah to attain, as they with earnestness

worship HASHEM yomam valailah. It if for this tikvah, your Excellency, that I am accused
by Yehudim!

8Why is it considered incredible by any of you that HASHEM makes the Mesim to stand
up alive?

9 Indeed, I myself thought it necessary to do many opposing things against ha-Shem of
Yehoshua fromNatzeret.

10And these things I also did in Yerushalayim; and armed with samchut received from
the Rashei Hakohanim, many of the kedoshim I locked up in the beis hasohar; and I cast
my vote keneged (against) themwhen they received the death penalty.

11 And throughout all the shuls I often punished them, forcing them to commit Chillul
HASHEM gidduf (blasphemy), and since I was so enraged against them, I was bringing
redifah on them even as far as foreign cities.

12Andwhile doing these very things, as I was traveling to Damascus with authorization
and permission from the Rashei Hakohanim,

13At noon on the derech, OMelech, I saw fromShomayiman ohr,more brilliant than the
shemesh, shining aroundme and around the ones traveling withme.
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14Andwe all fell down to the ground. Then I heard a kol saying tome in the language of
the Hebrews, Sha'ul, Sha'ul, why are you bringing redifah upon me? It is hard for you to
kick keneged (against) the prod.

15And I said,Who are you Adoni? AndHaAdon said, I amYehoshua uponwhomyou are
bringing redifah.

16But get up and stand on your feet. For this tachlis, then, I appeared to you, to give you
s'michah as amesharet, an eved, and an eidus (witness), both ofwhat things youhave seen
and the things which I will reveal to you.*

17 I will deliver you from your own people and from the Goyim to whom I am sending
you,†

18 To open their eyes, to turn them from choshech to ohr and from the samchut of
HaSatan to HASHEM, that they receive selichat avon and nachalah among the ones having
been set apart in kedushah by emunah inme.‡

19O Agrippa HaMelech, I was not disobedient to the chazon from Shomayim.§
20 But beginning with the ones in Damascus and also with those in Yerushalayim, and

with all the region of Yehudah and with the Goyim, I was preaching they should make
teshuva and turn to HASHEM, doingma'asimworthy of teshuva.*

21 Because of these things, the unbelieving Yehudim seized me while I was in the Beis
Hamikdash, and were trying to kill me.

22 To this day I have obtained ezer (help) from HASHEM, to stand and give solemn
edut (testimony) before both ketanim and Gedolim, testifying about nothing beyond the
Orthodox Jewish faith based onwhat theNevi'im andMoshe Rabbenu saidwould happen:

23 That is, the yissurim (sufferings) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and that by being
rishon to stand up alive in the Techiyas HaMoshiach, he would proclaim ohr both to K'lal
Yisroel and the Nations.

24Andwhile he was saying these things in his hitstaddekut, Festus in a kol gadol shouts,
Rav Sha'ul, all your yeshiva learning has made youmeshuggah!

25ButRavSha'ul says, I amnotmeshuggah,most excellent Festus; I amspeakingdevarim
of Emes and Ta'am (Reason).

26 For HaMelech has da'as of these matters, to whom also I am speaking freely, for I am
sure that absolutely none of these things escape his notice, for this has not been done in a
corner.

27Agrippa HaMelech, do you believe in the Nevi'im? I have da'as that you do believe.
28And Agrippa said to Rav Sha'ul, You think, do you, that as quick as that you can make

memekabel Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach?
29But Rav Sha'ul said, I would daven that HASHEM, quickly or not, might make not only

you but all listening to me today as I am, apart from these sharsherot (chains).
30HaMelech and theMoshel and Bernice and the ones sitting with them got up.
31 And having withdrawn, they were saying to one another, This man does nothing

worthy of the death penalty or imprisonment.
32AndAgrippa said to Festus, Thisman could have been released, if he had not appealed

to Caesar.

27
1Andwhen itwasdecided thatweset sail to Italy, theywerehandingoverbothRavSha'ul

and some other prisoners to a centurion, Julius by name, of the Imperial Cohort.
2And having embarked in an oniyah of Adramyttium about to sail to the ports along the

coast of Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus aMacedonian of Thessalonika being with us.
3 The next day, we put in at a harbor in Tzidon; and Julius treated Rav Sha'ul with

kindness, permitting him to be cared for by his chaverim.
4And from there, having put out to sea, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus because the

winds were against us.
5 Then having sailed across the open sea along the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we

came down toMyra of Lycia.
6 And there the centurion found an Alexandrian oniyah sailing to Italy and put us on

board.
7But formany yamimwe sailed slowly andwith difficulty along the coast of Cnidus, and

as thewindwas not permitting us to go vaiter (farther), we sailed under the lee of Crete off
Salmone.
* 26:16 Ezek 2:1; Dan 10:11 † 26:17 Jer 1:8,19 ‡ 26:18 Isa 35:5; Ps 18:28; Isa 42:7,16 § 26:19 Isa 50:5 * 26:20
Jer 18:11; 35:15
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8And with difficulty sailing past it, we came to a certain place called Fair Havens, near
the city of Lasea.

9 And since considerable time had been lost and it was already unsafe for a voyage,
becauseYomKippurhadalreadycomeandgone; therefore, RavSha'ul gave themthis eitza
(suggestion),

10 Saying to them, Anashim, I see that the voyage will be hardship and much peril, not
only of the cargo and the oniyah, but also of our lives.

11 But the centurion was persuaded by the pilot and the owner rather than by the
devarim of Rav Sha'ul.

12But the port being unfavorably situated for spending the winter, themajority decided
to set sail from there, if somehow they could reach Phoenix to spend the winter. It was a
harbor of Crete, facing southwest and northwest.

13 And a gentle south wind began to blow, and they thought they could attain their
matarah (objective), so they weighed anchor and they were sailing past Crete, close by the
shore.

14 After not much time a violent, typhoon force wind rushed down from Crete, the so
called Euraquilo, the Northeaster.

15And the oniyah, having been caught in it, and not being able to directly face the wind,
we gave way to it and were driven.

16 By running under the lee of a small island called Clauda, we were able only with
difficulty to get the lifeboat secured.

17 After hoisting it up, they were using frapping cables, passing them underneath the
oniyah; then, fearing lest on the shallows of Syrtis they might run aground, they lowered
the sea anchor, and so they were being driven along.

18 And we were being violently tossed by the storm, so much so that the next day they
were throwing the cargo overboard.

19And on the YomShlishi, with their own hands, they threw out the tackle of the oniyah.
20 And neither shemesh (sun) nor kochavim appeared for many yamim and no small

tempest assailed us. Lemaskana (finally) all tikvateinu for yeshu'ahwas being abandoned.
21And after havingmuch loss of appetite, then Rav Sha'ul stood up in themidst of them,

and said, Anashim, you should have obeyed me and not put out to sea from Crete and
thereby spared yourselves this hardship and this loss.

22AndnowIadvise you tohaveometz lev (courage), for therewill beno loss of life among
you, except the oniyah.

23For amalach HASHEM stood byme during lailah hazeh, of the G-d whom I serve,
24 Saying, Do not be afraid, Sha'ul. It is necessary for you to stand before Caesar; and,

hinei, HASHEM has given to you all the ones sailing with you.
25 Therefore have lev same'ach, Anashim. For I have emunah in HASHEM that it will be

exactly as he has told me.
26But it is necessary for us to run aground on some island.
27Nowwhen the fourteenthnight had come,whilewebeing driven about in theAdriatic

Sea, toward chatzot halailah (midnight), the sailors were suspecting that we were getting
close to land.

28 And having taken soundings, they found twenty fathoms and, having sailed a little
vaiter (farther), again they took soundings, and they found fifteen fathoms.

29And fearing lest somehowagainst the rough placeswemight run aground, they threw
four anchors off the stern, and they were praying for the dawn to break.

30Nowwhen the sailors sought to flee from the oniyah and to let down the lifeboat into
the sea on the pretext of casting out anchors,

31 Rav Sha'ul said to the centurion and to the chaiyalim, Unless these remain in the
oniyah, you cannot be saved.

32 Then the chaiyalim cut away the ropes of the lifeboat, and let it fall away, setting it
adrift.

33 Just before boker, Rav Sha'ul was urging everyone to take okhel (food), saying, Today
is the 14th day you have been held in suspense and are continuingwithout eating, having
taken nothing.

34Therefore, I encourage you to take okhel, for it is for your deliverance, for none of you
will lose a hair from your heads.

35And having said these things, and having taken lechem, Rav Sha'ul said the HaMotzi
before all, and, after the Betzi'at HaLechem, he began to eat.

36And receiving ometz lev, they all took okhel.



GEVUROTMEYRUACHHAKODESH 27:37 1241 GEVUROTMEYRUACHHAKODESH 28:17

37Now there were in all two hundred and seventy-six nefashot in the oniyah.
38And having eaten enough okhel (food), they were lightening the oniyah by throwing

the wheat overboard into the sea.
39And when it became day, they were not recognizing the land, but a certain bay they

were noticing, having a shore onto which they were wanting, if possible, to run aground
the oniyah.

40 And the anchors they cast off and they left them in the sea. At the same time they
loosened the ropes of the rudders and raised the sail to thewind andwere steering toward
the shore.

41 But having fallen into a channel, a place between two seas, they ran the oniyah
aground, and, while the bow had stuck and remained immovable, the stern was being
destroyed by the force of the waves.

42Now the kesher (plan, plot) of the chaiyalim was that they should kill the prisoners,
lest anyone, having swum away, should escape.

43But the centurion, desiring to save Rav Sha'ul, kept them from carrying out the kesher,
and he ordered the ones able to swim to throw themselves overboard first and tomake for
the shore.

44 As for the rest, some were on planks, others on pieces from the oniyah. And so
everyone was brought safely onto the land.

28
1 And having been brought safely through, we then found out that the island is called

Malta.
2 And the natives were showing not the ordinary kindness to us for, because of the

geshem (rain) that had set in and because of the cold, they lit a hadlakah (bonfire).
3Andwhen Rav Sha'ul gathered some brushwood and placed the sticks on the hadlakah

(bonfire), a nachash (serpent) from the heat came out and fastened onto Rav Sha'ulʼs hand.
4And when the natives saw it hanging from his hand, they were saying to one another,

Surely this man is a rotzeach (murderer); for though he was brought safely from the sea,
Yashrus (Justice) did not allow him to live.

5 Then, having shaken off the nachash into the eish (fire), Rav Sha'ul suffered no ill
effects.*

6But thenativeswere expectinghim tobe about to swell upor suddenly to fall down. But
they watched him expectantly for a long time, and when they observed nothing unusual
happening to him, they changed their minds and were saying that he was a g-d.

7 Now in the area around that place were lands belonging to the leading man of the
island, Publius by name, whowelcomed us and gave us hachnosas orchim.

8And it came about that the abba of Publiuswas bedfast, suffering fevers and dysentery.
Rav Sha'ul approached him, and having davened, laid his hands on him and administered
refuah shleimah to him.

9Andwhen this happened, also others on the island, the cholim, were approaching Rav
Sha'ul and were receiving refuah shleimah.

10The natives bestowedmatanot rabbot on us and, while being put out to sea, they gave
us the provisions for our needs.†

11 And after shloshah chodashim, we set sail in an oniyah, having spent the winter on
the island. It was an Alexandrian oniyahmarked by the insignia of the twin Achim.

12And having put in at Syracuse, we stayed 3 days.
13ThenweweighedanchorandarrivedatRhegium. Andafteroneday, a southwestwind

sprang up and on the second day we came to Puteoli.
14Therewe foundAchimb'Moshiachandwewere invitedby themto stay shivahyamim.

And so we came to Rome.
15And from there, the Achim b'Moshiach when they heard of us, came out to meet us,

even as far as the ForumofAppius and the Three Taverns. On seeing them, ometz lev came
to Rav Sha'ul and he said a bracha, davening hodah to HASHEM.

16Now when we entered into Rome, Rav Sha'ul was permitted to live by himself in his
own quarters with a chaiyal guarding him.

17And it came about after shloshah yamim, that Rav Sha'ul called together the chashuve
Yehudim. Andwhen they had assembled, Rav Sha'ul was saying to them, Anashim, Achim,
though I had done nothing keneged (against, in opposition to) our Jewish people or to the

* 28:5Mk 16:18 † 28:10 Ps 15:4
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minhagei Avoteinu of Orthodox Judaism, I was arrested in Yerushalayim and delivered
over into the hands of the Romans,

18Who, having examined me, were desiring to release me, because I had done nothing
worthy of the death penalty.

19 But when the Yehudim spoke keneged (in opposition to, against) this, I was forced to
appeal to Caesar, but only to defendmyself, not to bring accusation against AmYisroel, my
people.

20On account of this reason, therefore, I summoned you, to see you and to speak with
you, since it is for the sake of the tikvat Yisroel that I am wearing these prison sharsherot
(chains).

21And they said to Rav Sha'ul, We neither received iggrot about you from Yehudah nor
have any of the Achim arrived and reported or spoke any lashon hora about you.

22Butwe desire to hear from youwhat you think, for lichora (apparently)with regard to
this kat of Judaism, we have da'as that it is spoken keneged (against) everywhere.

23And they set a day for him, and they came to him in his lodgings, and thereweremany
of them. And Rav Sha'ul was making a midrash, bearing solemn edut about the Malchut
HASHEM, and persuading them about Yehoshua from both the Torah of Moshe Rabbenu
and from the Nevi'im, from haboker to haerev.

24And some Yehudimwere being persuaded by the things being said, but others had no
emunah (faith).

25And so they disagreed with one another. And as they were leaving, Rav Sha'ul said a
final dvar. Rightly the Ruach Hakodesh spoke through Yeshayah HaNavi to your Avot,

26Saying, Go to this people and say, In hearing SHIMU SHAMO'A V'AL TAVINUUR'U RA'O
V'AL TEDA'U (You will hear and yet by nomeans understand, and seeing you will see and yet
by nomeans perceive.)

27 HASHMEN LEV HAAM HAZEH V'AZNAV HAKHBED V'ENAV HASHA PEN YIREH
V'EINAVUV'AZNAVYISHMAULEVAVOYAVINVASHAV'RAFALO (For theheartof thispeople
has become dull and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes, lest
they should see with their eyes, and with their ears may hear and with their heart they may
have binah and theymay turn and I will heal them).‡

28Therefore, let it be known to you that to the GOYIM§ this Yeshu'at Eloheinu of HASHEM
was sent, and they will listen. [

29Andwhen he had said these things, the Yehudim departed, and argued greatly among
themselves.]

30And he remained an entire two years in his own rented bais, and was welcoming all
the ones coming to him,

31 Darshenen (Preaching) the Malchut HASHEM and saying shiurim concerning the
Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachAdoneinuYehoshuawithall openness andwithouthindrance.

‡ 28:27 Ps 119:70; Isa 6:9,10; also Isa 53:5 § 28:28 Ps 67:2
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Rome

1 From Sha'ul, an eved of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, summoned to be a
Shliach, set apart for the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM,

2Which HASHEM promised beforehand through His Neviim in the Kitvei HaKodesh.
3 The Good News of Redemption of HASHEM concerns the Zun fun Der Oybershter (Ben

HaElohim of HASHEM) born from the zera Dovid, as far as basar is concerned,
4But, as far as theRuachHakodesh is concerned, appointed tobeZun funderOybershter

in power bymeans of Moshiachʼs Techiyah (Resurrection) fromHaMesim.
5 Through him and for the kavod of his Name, we have received unmerited Chen

v'Chesed HASHEM and the Shlichus for the tachlis (purpose) of bringing about the
mishma'at of emunah among all Nations,

6 Among whom you also are summoned to belong to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua;

7 To all who are in Rome, ahuvei HASHEM(beloved ones of G-d), summoned by HASHEMʼs
kri'ah (calling) to bekedoshim (holyones)—unmeritedChenv'ChesedHASHEMandShalom
HASHEM from Elohim Avinu and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.

8 First of all, modeh Ani (I thank)my G-d through Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
for all of you, because your emunah (faith), your bitachon, is being reported abroad b'chol
haOlam (all over the world).

9For der Oybershter is my eidus! (G-d is mywitness!), Whom I serve with my neshamah
in the Besuras HaGeulah of the Zun fun der Oybershter of HASHEM, how, when I daven, I
constantly mention you inmy tefillos,

10Alwaysmaking techinnah (supplication) and petitioning that Imight somehownowat
last efsher (perhaps) succeed im yirtzeh HASHEM(if the L-rd wills) to makemyway to you.

11For I am longing to see you, that Imay impart to you somemattanah ruchanit (spiritual
gift) for the tachlis (purpose) of imparting chizzuk (strengthening, encouragement) to you
and bemechazek (be strengthened spiritually);

12Or rather, so that theremay bemutual chizzuk (strengthening, encouragement) among
you through each otherʼs emunah (faith), both yours andmine.

13Now I do not want you to lack da'as, Achim b'Moshiach of mine, of how I often made
plans to come to you, though I have been prevented thus far, in order that I might have
some p'ri for HASHEM among you as well, just as among the rest of the ethnic peoples.

14 I am meshubad (obligated) morally, under shiebud (obligation), to both cultured
Greek-speakers and non-Greek-speaking barbarians, both the learned and the untutored.

15Hencemy eagerness to preach the Besuras HaGeulah to youwho are in Rome as well.
16For I am not ashamed of the Besuras HaGeulah. It is the ko'ach (power) of HASHEM for

the Geulah deliverance Job 19:25; Isa 43:1Ro 3:24 to all who have emunah, to the Yehudi
(the Jew) above all, but also the Yevani (Greek).

17 For the Tzidkat HASHEM,*(the righteousness of HASHEM) is having its hisgalus (revela-
tion) in the Besuras HaGeulah by emunah (faith) from first to last, from† Faith to‡ Faith, as
it is written, V'TZADDIK BE'EMUNATO YICHE'YEH (The righteous by his faith shall live).§

18 For the Charon Af HASHEM(the burning anger of G-d)* is being revealed from
Shomayim. It is being revealed against all without yirat Shomayim and Tzedek, all bnei
Adamwhowickedly repress HaEmes,†

19 All anashim who, even though what is knowable about HASHEM lies plainly before
their eyes (for G-d has shown them!), they nevertheless cling to their resha and wickedly
suppress HaEmes.‡

20 For his invisible characteristics from the Bri'at HaOlam (the creation of the world)
are perceived intellectually in the things which have been created; that is, both his
eternal ko'ach and Elohut are discernable. So Bnei Adam have no terutz (excuse) and are
inexcusably culpable (before an angry G-d),

21 Because, even though they in actual fact knew G-d, they did not ascribe Him kavod
(glory) as G-d or give hodayah (thanksgiving) to Him, but became filled with hevel (futility,

* 1:17 2C 5:21; Ro 8:4; Pp 3:9 † 1:17 orthodox Jewish ‡ 1:17 orthodox Jewish § 1:17Hab 2:4; Ga 3:11; MJ 10:35
* 1:18 Ro 1:18; 2:8; 3:5; 4:15; 5:9; 9:22; 12:19; 13:4 † 1:18 of HASHEM ‡ 1:19 of HASHEM
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vanity, emptiness, worthlessness) in their thinking, and their senseless levavot were
darkened.

22Claiming to be chachamim (wise ones), they became kesilim (fools),
23And traded in the kavod (glory) of the incorruptible G-d for the mere likeness of the

demut (image, icon) of corruptible man, birds, beasts, and reptiles.
24 Therefore, G-d (in wrath) delivered them over in the ta'avot of their levavot to tum'a

(uncleanness) to the dishonoring and perverting of their bodies among themselves:
25 They traded in HaEmes HASHEM(the Truth of G-d) for sheker, for a lie, and worshiped

and served HaBri'ah (the Creature, the Creation) rather than HaBo're (the Beshefer),
hamvorach l'olamim. Omein (who is blessed forever. Amen).

26 For this reason, HASHEM(in wrath) delivered them over to paskudneh (contemptible)
sexual desires. For their females traded off natural sexual intercourse for unnatural.

27Likewise also the males abandoned natural sexual intercourse with the female coun-
terpart and were inflamed with craving for one another, males with males committing
what is indecent and receiving back (in exchange) in themselves the appropriate gemu§l
(retribution) for their toyus (error).

28Andas far asG-dʼsworthiness tobe recognizedby themwas concerned, vi-bahlt (since)
theymarked G-d down as failing the test, therefore G-d (inwrath) delivered them over to a
failure of a brain, one that has amind bent on doing what is perversely unworthy

29— filled with all resha, wickedness, chamdanut (greediness), and what is damagingly
evil — full of kin'a (jealousy), retzach (murder), rivalry, mirmah (deceit), merivah (strife),
remiyah (guile, deceit), all kinds of lashon hora, malicious,

30Backbiters, slanderers, haters of G-d, insolent, arrogant, braggarts,* contrivers of evil,
disobedient to horim.

31 Without seichel, without ne'emanut (faithfulness), without ahavah (love), without
rachamanut.

32 Although they have known full well the just requirements of HASHEM,† that is, that
those who practice such things are Bnei mavet,‡ they not only do the very same, but even
give their perverted bracha (blessing) on thosewho practice such. For this reason, you are
without terutz (excuse) for yourself (before an angry G-d), you, sir, each one of you who
passes judgment.

2
1For in that you pass judgment on the other, you condemn yourself; for you practice the

very things on which you pass judgment.
2Andwe have da'as that the judgment of HASHEMHaShofet* against those who practice

such things is in accordance with HaEmes HASHEM.†
3You, sir, youwho pass judgment on thosewho practice such things and yet do the same

yourself, do you suppose then that you will escape theMishpat HASHEM?
4Or do you think lightly of the wealth of his nedivut (generosity) and of his chesed and

of his being ERECH APAYIM (slow of anger, forbearing)‡ and of his savlanut (patience),
disregarding the fact that the Chesed HASHEM(the kindness of G-d) is to lead you to
teshuva?§

5As a result of your KESHI*(stubbornness, hardness) and your levavot without teshuva,
you are storing up for yourself Charon Af HASHEM(the burning anger of G-d) in the Yom Af
(the Day ofWrath),†whenwill be revealed theMishpat HaTzedek of HASHEM,

6Whowill render L'ISH K'MA'A'SEI HU‡(to each according to his works).
7To thosewho, by savlanut (patience), persevere indoinghatov (thegood), seek forkavod

(glory) and honor and incorruptibility,§ He will give Chayyei Olam (Eternal Life).
8 But to those who are self-seeking and who have no mishma'at (obedience) to HaEmes

HASHEM,* but instead havemishma'at to resha, there will be Charon Af HASHEM and fury.
9There will be affliction and distress on every living neshamah who brings about what

is rah (evil), Yehudi above all and Yevani (Greek) as well.
10 But tiferet and kavod and shalom to everyone who brings about what is tov (good),

Yehudi above all and Yevani as well.
11For ki einmasso panim imHASHEM(there is no partiality with HASHEM).

§ 1:27 Isa 3:11 * 1:30 see Ro 4:2 † 1:32 His just gezetz (law) ‡ 1:32 See Gn 2:16-17; Ro 5:12 * 2:2 Ro 1:32
† 2:2 Ro 1:25 ‡ 2:4 Ex 34:6 § 2:4 Ps 19:7 [8] * 2:5 Dt 9:27 † 2:5 i.e., the Yom HaDin, the Day of Judgment.

See Ps 110:5 ‡ 2:6 Ps 62:12 [13] § 2:7 Ps 16:10 * 2:8 Ro 1:25
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12For as many as have committed averos and sinned lacking the Torah shall also perish
lacking the Torah; and as many as have committed averos (sin) under the Torah shall be
condemned under the Torah.

13 For it is not the Shomei HaTorah (hearers of the Law of Moshe Rabbeinu) who are
the tzaddikim who are accounted to be YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified with G-d).† It is
the Shomrei HaTorah (the keepers of the Torah) who will be counted to be YITZDAK IM
HASHEM.

14 For when non-Jews‡ who have not a Torah, may do by nature§ what the Torah
requires,* they not having a Torah are a gezetz (law) for themselves,

15 In that they demonstrate the Torah at work,† the Torah written in their levavot, their
matzpun‡(conscience) also bearing witness,§ while their thoughts bring accusation* or
evenmake defense† among themselves,

16 In the Yom‡ when, according to my Besuras HaGeulah, HASHEM, through Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, is to judge the secrets of kol Bnei Adam (all men).

17 But if you are called by the name Yehudi (Jew) and rely on the Torah and boast in
HASHEM,§

18And have da'as of His will and approve the things that matter, being instructed from
the Torah,

19And being confident that you are a moreh derech (guide) of the ivrim (blind ones), an
ohr for those in choshech,

20 A rabbinic moreh (teacher) of the foolish, a melammed (instructor) of the young,
having the embodiment of da'as (knowledge) and Emes* in the Torah…

21 You, then, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach LO
TIGNOV†(Do not steal!), do you steal?

22You who say, LO TINAF‡(Do not commit adultery!), do you commit adultery? You who
abhor elilim (idols), do you rob pagan temples?

23 You who boast§ in Torah,* through deviating from the Torah, you commit Chillul
HASHEM.

24As it is written, Among the GoyimKOLHAYOMHASHEMHAELOHIMMINNO'ATZ†(All
the day long the Name of G-d is being blasphemed) because of you.

25 For the milah (circumcision) is an asset‡ if you stand in mishma'at (obedience) to the
Torah. But if§ you aremefir (violator) of the Torah,* yourmilah (circumcision)has become
“orlah” (uncircumcision).

26 If then the ben Adamwithout milah who is shomer fulfilling the just requirements of
the Torah,†will not his orlah (uncircumcision) be counted as “milah”?

27 And the naturally uncircumcised ben Adam who has mishma'at (obedience) to the
Torah‡ will arise as a judgment on you. You! The very one who through chumra
(stringency, strict adherence to the letterof the law)and circumcision§are the transgressor*
of Torah!

28 For the true Yehudi (Jew) is not the one [humanly] perceived as such, nor true milah
that which is performed visibly in the flesh;

29 The true Yehudi is so in [HASHEMʼs] hidden way, and true milah is of the lev, in the
[hitkhadshut (renewal) of the] Ruach Hakodesh,† not in [chumra (stringency, boasting of
zokheh inmachmirmeritorious strict)] letter. He has y'hodeh (praise)‡ that comes not from
Bnei Adam but fromHASHEM.§

3
1What then is the advantage of the Yehudi? Or what is the value of themilah?
2Much ineveryway! For, koidemkol (in thefirstplace), theyareentrustedwith theDivrei

HASHEM(the oracles, the words of G-d).
3 So, where does that leave us? If some have disbelieved, has their lack of emunah

annulled the ne'emanut (faithfulness, trustworthiness, reliability) of HASHEM?

† 2:13 Job 25:4 ‡ 2:14Ro 11:13 § 2:14 See 2Kgs 1:4 * 2:14 see Ro 8:4 † 2:15 Jer 31:33; Ro 8:4; 2C 5:17 ‡ 2:15

Ac 24:16 § 2:15 Ro 9:1 * 2:15Ga 2:11 † 2:15 2C 7:11 ‡ 2:16HaDin (Day of Judgment) § 2:17 T.N. Contra

Ro 3:20; 4:2 * 2:20 Ro 1:25 † 2:21 Ex 20:15 ‡ 2:22 Ex 20:14 § 2:23 Ro 4:2; Lk 17:10 * 2:23 Ro 2:29; 3:20;

Ga 2:15-21 † 2:24 Isa 52:5 ‡ 2:25 T.N. contra Ac 21:21 § 2:25 See Ga 5:2-4; Dt 27:26 * 2:25 2:23 † 2:26

T.N. see Ro 8:4 ‡ 2:27 T.N. Ro 2:15 § 2:27 i.e., uncircumcision, see Ro 2:25 * 2:27 Ro 7:22-23; Yn 7:19 † 2:29

Yn 3:3 ‡ 2:29 Yehudah, yadah praise…see Gn 29:35 § 2:29 T.N. Jer 31:31-34
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4 Chas v'shalom (G-d forbid!) Let G-d be true and KOL HAADAM KOZEV (every man a
liar).* Even as it is written, L'MA'AN TITZDAK B'DAVRECHA (“in order that you might be
vindicatedwhen you speak” and shall overcomewhen you judge).†

5 But if our unrighteousness brings out and highlights the Tzedek Olamim, the Tzidkat
HASHEM(the righteousness of G-d), what shall we say? Rhetorically speaking, is G-d unjust
in inflicting Charon Af HASHEM?‡ (I speak from a human standpoint.)

6Chas v'shalom! (G-d forbid!) For then how could HASHEM be HaShofet kol ha'Aretz?§
7“But if theEmesHASHEM(truthofG-d)hasbymy sheker overflowed toHis kavod (glory),

why am I still judged as a rashah (an evildoer)?”
8Why dowe not say, as some speakers of lashon hora slanderously report us to say, “Let

us do rah that tov might come of it”? The gezar din (verdict) of ashem (guilty) on them is
well deserved.

9What then? Arewe (Yehudim)better off? Not altogether. Forwehavenowchargedboth
Yehudim and non-Jews as all alike under HaChet (sin),*

10 As it is written, EIN TZADDIK BA'ARETZ,†(There is none on earth righteous), not even
one.

11There is none who has binah, there is none who seeks out G-d.
12 All have turned aside, they have become altogether paskudneh, worthless; there is

none who does good, there is none, not so much as one.
13Their throat is an open grave. They use their tongues to deceive. The venom of asps is

under their lips,
14Whosemouth is full of curses and bitterness.
15Their feet are swift when it comes to shefach dahm.
16Ruin andwretchedness are in their ways,
17And the derech Shalom (the way of peace) they have not known.‡
18There is no yirat Shomayim (fear of G-d) before their eyes.§
19Nowwe know that whatever the Gezetz (Law) says, it says to those under the Gezetz,

in order that everymouthmight be stopped and kolHaOlamHazehbecome ashem (guilty)
and liable to theMishpat HASHEM.*

20For by† [depending on] ma'asim of gezetz‡ shall KOL CHAI LO YITZDAK§(all living not
be justified), for through the gezetz*(law) comes Da'as HaChet†(knowledge of sin).

21But now, apart from gezetz, the Tzidkat Hashem has been manifested, being attested
to by the Torah and the Neviim.

22That is, the TzidkatHASHEM through emunah inMoshiach Yehoshua (Yeshua) to all the
ma'aminim (believers). For there is no distinction.

23For all have sinned and suffered want of the kavod HASHEM.
24Theyareacquittedandaccounted tobeYITZDAK IMHASHEMasamatnatHASHEM(gift

of G-d) by the unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM(grace of G-d) through HaPedut‡(the
ransom),§ which is in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

25Whom G-d set forth as a kapporah* through emunah (faith) in the DAHM†(blood) of
Moshiach, todemonstrate theTzedekOlamim, theTzidkatHASHEM(righteousnessofG-d) in
pasach (passing over, letting go the penalty of) the averos (sins) committed in former times.

26 In the forbearance of G-d, to vindicate his Tzidkat HASHEM(righteousness of G-d) in the
present time, that HASHEM TZADDIK‡(G-d is righteous) Himself and the One who counts
to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM§ the person who has Torah of Emunah (the Law of Faith).*

27Where then is boasting?† It has been memayet (precluded, excluded). By what kind of
gezetz? Of depending on [zokheh-earning] ma'asim? No, on the contrary,‡ by the (debt).
Torah of Emunah (the Law of Faith, that is, the Law understood in terms of emunah).

28Forwe reckon that aman is acquitted and pronounced to be YITZDAK IMHASHEMby
emunah (personal faith, trust), apart from depending on§ma'asim of gezetz.

* 3:4 Ps 116:11 † 3:4 Ps 51:4 [6] ‡ 3:5 1:18 § 3:6 Gn 18:25 * 3:9 i.e., the power of Chet Kadmon Ro 7:23
† 3:10 Koh 7:20 ‡ 3:17 see Ro 5:1 § 3:18 See Ps 13:1-3; 14:1-3; 5:9,10; 139:4; 140:3; 10:7; Isa 59:7-8; Ps 36:1; Prov

1:16; Ps 35:2 * 3:19Ps 1:5 † 3:20Ro 2:17 ‡ 3:20Ro 2:17; 4:2 § 3:20Ps 143:2 * 3:20Gn2:16-17 † 3:20Gn
3:7 ‡ 3:24 the payment of ransom for theGeulah redemption— 2Sm7:23 that comes about through theGo'elMoshiach

Tzidkeinu § 3:24 T.N. See Ro 11:26-27 * 3:25 that which propitiates G-dʼs wrath; c.f. the sa'ir l'azazel in Lv 16:22

and Isa 53:12 paying the onesh for sin † 3:25 Gn 22:7; Ex 12:3,6; Isa 53:7,10 ‡ 3:26 2Chr 12:6 § 3:26 Job 25:4
* 3:26 that is, the Law understood in terms of emunah † 3:27 see Ro 4:2 ‡ 3:27 T.N. Ro 4:2 § 3:28 (supposed)
zokheh-earning
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29Or is HASHEM G-d of the Yehudim only? Is HASHEM not also G-d of the Nations? Ken, of
non-Jews, too,

30 Vi-bahlt (since), after all, Adonai echad*(G-d is one). Therefore, He will consider to
be YITZDAK IM HASHEM and acquit those of the milah on the ground of emunah and the
“arelim” (uncircumcised ones) through that same emunah.

31 Does it follow that we abolish Torah and make it invalid through emunah? Chas
v'shalom! Aderaba (to the contrary), we uphold the Torah.†

4
1What then shall we say about the one who according to the basar (flesh) is Avraham

Avinu? What did he find to be the case?*
2For if AvrahamAvinuwas accounted to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM and acquitted before

HASHEMon thebasis ofma'asim (of gezetz), hehas something toboast about. Butnot before
HASHEM!

3 For what does the Torah say? Avraham Avinu had emunah (faith) in HASHEM
V'YACHSHEVEHALO TZEDAKAH†(and itwas accounted, credited, reckoned, imputed to him
for righteousness).

4Nowtohimwhoworks, the loin (wages, batzalon [remuneration]) isnot credited tooneʼs
account as a favor or gift of chesed but as a choiv (debt).

5But to themanwhodoesnot “work”buthas emunahandbitachon in theOnewho takes
the impiousman lacking chasidus and accounts him to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM (justified
withG-d), suchamanwhodoesnot “work”buthasemunah (faith), suchemunah is credited
to him for TZEDAKAH‡(righteousness).

6 As also Dovid HaMelech speaks of the me'ushar (blessedness) of the person whom
HASHEM reckons to be YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified with G-d)without dependence on§
ma'asim (of gezetz):*

7Ashrey (blessed, happy) are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose
sins have been covered over;

8ASHREY ADAM LO YAKHSHOVHASHEM LO AVON†(Blessed, happy is the one whose sin
HASHEMwill by nomeans count).

9This me'ushar (blessedness), then, does it come on those of the milah (the circumcised)
or also on those without the bris milah (the uncircumcised)? For we say, emunah “was
credited (counted, reckoned)” to AvrahamAvinu for TZEDAKAH‡(righteousness).

10When then was it “credited”? When Avraham Avinu was bris milah and was in the
state of circumcision? Orwhen AvrahamAvinu did not have the brismilah andwas in the
state of uncircumcision?

11 Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision! And he received the ot (sign or distin-
guishing mark) of the milah (circumcision) as a chotam (seal) of the Tzidkat HaEmunah
(the Righteousness of Faith)which he had in his uncircumcision, in order that he might be
father of all who believe through uncircumcision, that to be YITZDAK IM HASHEMmight
be reckoned, counted to them as well,

12 And in order that he might be Av (Father) to the Nimolim (Circumcised ones), to
those who are not only HaNimolim but also who follow in the footsteps of the emunah
of AvrahamAvinu, which he had in [his] uncircumcision.

13 For the havtachah (promise) to Avraham Avinu and his Zera (seed), that he should be
YoreshHaOlam (Heir of theWorld), did not come through the context of gezetz but through
the Tzidkat HaEmunah (the Righteousness of Faith).

14 For if those depending on [zokheh of] works are yoreshim (heirs), emunah (faith) is
rendered invalid and the havtachah (the promise) is annulled,

15 for gezetz (law) brings about the Charon Af HASHEM,§ and where there is no gezetz
there is no averah (transgression, violation of the Law).*

16For this reason thehavtachah (promise) is of emunah (faith), in order that itmightbe in
accordance with unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, that the havtachah might be certain
to all the zera (seed), not to himwho is of the Torah only, but also to bnei emunat Avraham
(the sons of the faith of AvrahamAvinu, to those who are of the faith of Abraham). Avraham
Avinu is the father of us all,

17as it iswritten,AVHAMONGOYIMN'TATICHA†(Ihavemadeyou fatherofmanynations).

* 3:30 Dt 6:4 † 3:31 See Ro 4:3; 8:4; Ac 21:26 * 4:1 T.N. See Ep 2:8-9 † 4:3 Gn 15:6 ‡ 4:5 Gn 15:6 § 4:6

zokheh (merit-earning) * 4:6 T.N. with merit viewed as “pay” earned for “work” rendered — see Ro 4:4 † 4:8 Ps

32:1-2 ‡ 4:9 Gn 15:6 § 4:15 Ro 1:18; 3:20; Ex 32:8-10 * 4:15 see Ro 9:11-12 † 4:17 Gn 17:5
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This was in the sight of HASHEM in whom “he believed,” G-d who gives Chayyim to the
Mesim and calls things which have no existence into existence.

18 Against tikvah (hope), in tikvah “he believed,” in order that he might become AV
HAMON GOYIM‡(father of many nations) in accordance with what had been said, So shall
thy ZERA (seed) be.§

19Without weakening in emunah (in personal faith, bitachon, trust) he contemplated his
own body, now as good as dead vi-bahlt (since) he was about one hundred years old, and
also the deadness of Sarahʼs womb.

20He did not, in disbelief, doubt the havtachah of HASHEM(the promise of G-d), but was
strengthened in emunah (faith), giving kavod (glory) to HASHEM,

21Being fully convinced that what HASHEM had promised He also was able to do.
22 Therefore, V'YACHSHEVEHA LO TZEDAKAH* (it† was credited to him for righteous-

ness).
23Nor was it written down for his sake alone that “it was reckoned to him,”
24But also for us, to whom it is to be reckoned, who believe in Himwho raised Yehoshua

Adoneinu from themesim (dead ones),
25Whowas handed over for PEYSHA'EINU‡(our transgressions), andmade to stand up in

his Techiyas HaMoshiach that we be YITZDAK IM HASHEM§(be justified with G-d, that we
have our justification, our acquittal, vindication).

5
1 Therefore, having been acquitted and declared not guilty, declared to be YITZDAK IM

HASHEM* on the yesod (basis) of our emunah (faith), we have shalom (peace) in relation
to HASHEM through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu,

2 Through whom also we have HaSha'ar laHASHEM†(gate to appoach G-dʼs presence,
access of the Tzaddikim) by emunah into this unmerited Chen v'Chesed in which we stand
and glory in tikvah of the kavod Eloheinu.

3 Not only so, but we also glory in tzoros (troubles, afflictions), knowing that tzarah
(trouble) produces savlanut (patience),

4Savlanutproduces testedcharacterandmidos, and testedcharacterandmidosproduce
tikvah.

5And tikvah does not in the end lead to our being meyayesh (despairing) in disillusion-
ment and bushah (shame),‡ because the Ahavas HASHEM(G-dʼs love) has been poured out
in our levavot through the Ruach Hakodesh given to us.

6 For while we were still helpless, Moshiach died for the resha'im (the unrighteous
persons, the wicked), doing so at the appointed time!§

7For only rarelywill someone die for a tzaddik (righteousman); though efsher (perhaps)
it is conceivable that someone will dare to die for the tzaddik.

8 But HASHEM demonstrates His ahavah for us in that while we were still chote'im,
Moshiach died for us.

9 How much more then, having now been acquitted and pronounced to be YITZDAK
IM HASHEM* on the basis of the Moshiachʼs DAHM (blood) and sacrificial death,† how
much more then shall we be delivered through him from the eschatological Charon Af
HASHEM(burning anger of G-d)!

10For if whenwewere [G-dʼs] oyevim (enemies), wewere reconciled to HASHEM through
thehistalkus (passing), themavet‡(death) of the Zun funderOybershter,§ howmuchmore,
having been reconciled and no longer oyevim, shall we be delivered by his* Chayyim!

11Not only so, butwealso glory inHASHEM thoughRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshua
Adoneinu, through whom we have now received the ritztzuy (reconciliation, cessation of
enmity, hostility between awrathful holy G-d and sinful men).

12 Therefore, just as through one Adam (one man, humanity, Adam), Chet (Sin) entered
into the OlamHazeh and, through Chet (Sin), enteredMavet†(Death), and soMavet passed
through to kol Bnei Adam (all Mankind, all the sons of Adam), because all sinned.

‡ 4:18Gn17:5 § 4:18Gn15:5 * 4:22Gn15:6 † 4:22his faith inG-d, see alsoGa 2:16 ‡ 4:25 Isa 53:5 § 4:25

see Ro 5:18 * 5:1 Job 25:4 † 5:2 Ps 118:20 ‡ 5:5 Ps 25:3 § 5:6 Dan 9:24-26 * 5:9 Job 25:4 † 5:9 Isa

53:11-12 ‡ 5:10 Isa 53:12; Dan 9:26 § 5:10Moshiach * 5:10 Techiyah (Resurrection) † 5:12 Ro 1:32; Gn
2:16-17
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13For before [the epoch of] the Torah (Law), Chet (Sin, Chet Kadmon, original sin)was in
HaOlam (HaZeh, the world). But Chet (Sin) is not accounted, recorded‡ in the absence of
Gezetz.§

14 Nevertheless, Mavet (Death) reigned supreme from (the epoch of) Adam until (the
epoch of) Moshe Rabbeinu, even over those who did not sin in the very same manner of
Adamʼs averah (transgression, disobedience, commandment rebelled against and recorded
for death penalty) — that is, Adam who is a tipus (pattern, prophetic type), a demut he'atid
(a future figure) of HuHaBah*(“Hewho comes,”Moshiach the ComingOne, the ComingGo'el
Redeemer).

15But the averah (transgression)was not like the effect of unmerited chesed (grace). For
if by the averah of the one, the rabbim (many) died, howmuch more the unmerited Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM(grace of G-d) and the matnat hachesed (free gift of grace) of the Adam
HaEchad (oneMan)RebbeMelechHaMoshiach Yehoshuahave overflowedLARABBIM†(to
themany).

16 And the mattanah (free gift) is not like the effect of that one Adamʼs averah.‡ For
the mishpat (judgment) is from one averah (transgression) to the gezar din (verdict) of
ashem (guilty), to harsha'ah (condemnation as guilty); but the effect of the unmerited Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM is from averot rabbot (many transgressions) to zikkuy (acquittal), to that
of beingYITZDAK IMHASHEM§(“justifiedwithG-d,” i.e., acquittal, justificationwithHASHEM
of theMany).*

17For if by theaverah (transgression)of theone,Mavet (Death) reigned supreme through
the one Adam, how much more those, who receive the abundance of unmerited Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM(grace) and of the Matnat HaTzedakah (the gift of righteousness), shall
reign in life through the one Adam, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

18 So, then, as through one Averah (transgression) [of Adam] to kol Bnei Adam to
harsha'ah (condemnationasguilty), so also throughoneMitzvah (righteousorworthydeed)
[of Moshiach] to kol Bnei Adam to justification unto Chayei [Olam].

19 For as through the disobedience of the one Adam, the many were made chote'im
(sinners), so also through the mishma'at (obedience) of the one Adam,† the many will be
made tzaddikim (righteous ones).‡

20 The [epoch of the] Gezetz came to increase the averah (transgression); but where
Chet (Sin, Chet Kadmon) increased, unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM overflowed in
abundance,

21 In order that as Chet (Sin) reigned in Mavet (Death), so also Chesed might reign
through Tzedek Olamim to Chayyei Olam through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
Adoneinu.§

6
1What then shallwe say? Arewe to persist in Chet (sin) in order that theunmerited Chen

v'Chesed HASHEMmight increase?
2Chas v'shalom! Vi-bahlt (since)we have died to Chet, how canwe still live in it?
3Or do you lack da'as that all we who were given a mikveh mayim tevilah into Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua were given a tevilah into Moshiachʼs histalkus, into his
mavet (death)?

4 So then we were co-buried, buried together with KIVRO*(Moshiachʼs kever) through a
tevilah intomavet, in order that, just asRebbeMelechHaMoshiachwas given theTechiyah
(Resurrection) from HaMesim (the Dead ones) through the Kavod HaAv, so we also should
haveahalakhah (walk) [lifneiHASHEM] inhitkhadshut (renewal, regeneration), in Chayyim
Chadashim (New Life).

5For ifwehave become grown togetherwith the very likeness of his histalkus, hismavet
(death), we shall certainly also be grown together with the very likeness of his Techiyah
fromHaMesim (Resurrection).

6Having da'as of this, that, with Moshiach, our old humanity (in Adam) has been put to
death on Moshiachʼs Etz†(Tree, [the Etz HaKelelat HASHEM], the Tree of the Curse of G-d) in
order that the etsem HaAdam HaChet (the essence of the sinful human condition)might be
done away with, so that wemight no longer serve Chet (sin).‡

7For he who has died is declared niftar (freed, deceased) from Chet.

‡ 5:13 to make charges for death penalties § 5:13 i.e., no Law, no violation, death penalty * 5:14 Isa 59:20; Job

19:25 † 5:15 Isa 53:11 ‡ 5:16Gn 3:6 § 5:16 Job 25:4 * 5:16 Isa 53:11 † 5:19Moshiach ‡ 5:19 Isa 53:11
§ 5:21 Dan 9:24 * 6:4 Isa 53:9 † 6:6 Dt 21:23 ‡ 6:6 cf. Ro 6:23
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8But if we have died withMoshiach, we believe that we shall also live with him,
9Having da'as that Moshiach, having been given the Techiyah (Resurrection) from the

Mesim (Dead ones), no longer dies, Mavet (death) andHistalkus no longer exercise control
over him.

10 For the Mavet Moshiach died, he died to Chet (sin) once and for all; but the Chayyim
Moshiach lives, he lives to HASHEM.

11 So also you must reckon yourselves mesim (dead ones) to Chet (Sin) but Chayyim
l'HASHEM b'Moshiach Yehoshua (alive to G-d inMessiah Yehoshua).

12Therefore, do not let Chet (Sin) reign in yourmortal body to obey its ta'avot,§
13 And do not give Chet (sin) control of your natural capacities as neshek (weapons) of

peysha (unrighteousness, transgression), but present yourselves to HASHEM as ones alive
from the Mesim and present to HASHEM your natural capacities as neshek (weapons) of
Tzedek Olamim.

14For Chet (sin) shall not exercise bailus (sovereignty, ownership, dominion) over you; for
you are not under Gezetz* but under Chesed (Grace).

15What then? Should we commit averah, because we are not under Gezetz†(Law) but
under Chesed (Grace)? Chas v'shalom!

16 Do you not know that when you give control of yourselves as someoneʼs avadim
(slaves) to obey him, you are the avadim (slaves) of the one you obey, whether of Chet (Sin)
resulting in mavet (death), or of Lishmo'a b'kol HASHEM(Listening to the voice of HASHEM,
mishma'at, obedience) resulting in Tzedek Olamim?

17 But Baruch HASHEM(Blessed be G-d) that you used to be avadim (slaves) of‡ Chet, but
you gave your mishma'at shebalev (obedience from the heart) to the pattern of Torah§(the
pnimiyus Torah ofMoshiach) to which you were handed over.

18Having been set free from* Chet (sin), you became an eved of the Tzidkat HASHEM(the
righteousness of G-d).

19 I speak in human terms on account of the weakness of your frail fallen humanity. For
just as you handed over your natural capacities as avadim (slaves) to tum'a (uncleanness)
and to lawlessnesswhich results in lawlessness, so nowhand over your natural capacities
as servants of Tzidkat HASHEMwhich results in kedushah (holiness).

20 For when you were avadim (slaves) of Chet, you were free in relation to Tzedek
Olamim.

21What p'ri for HASHEM did you produce then? Things for which you now have bushah
(shame), for the end result of those things is mavet (death).

22 But now, having been set free from† Chet (sin) and having been made an eved
HASHEM(a servant of G-d), you have your p'ri for HASHEM, resulting in kedushah, and the
end is Chayyei Olam (Eternal Life).

23 For the loin (wages) that‡ Chet (Sin) pays out of its own payroll is mavet (death);
however, the graciousmatnathachesedHASHEM(thegift of thegraceofG-d) is ChayyeiOlam
b'Moshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.

7
1Doyounot have da'as, Achimb'Moshiach, for I speak to thosewhoknow the Torah, that

the Torah exercises marut (authority, rule) over aman so long as he lives?
2 For the agunah (woman whose husbandʼs whereabouts are unknown) is bound by the

gezetz to her husband while he lives; but in the case that her husbandʼs death can be
confirmed, she is no longer an agunah and is released from the gezetz of her husband.

3 Accordingly she will be named no'ehfet (adulteress) if, while her husband lives, she
becomes another manʼs. But if her ba'al (husband) dies, she is free from the gezetz, so that
she is no no'ehfet (adulteress) if she becomes another manʼs.

4So then, Achimb'Moshiach, you alsowere put to death in relation to theGezetz through
thebasar ofMoshiach,* inorder that youmight becomeanotherʼs, bound toMoshiachwho
was given Techiyah (Resurrection) from theMesim, so that wemight bear p'ri for HASHEM.

5For whenwewere in the basar (in the fallen condition of the old humanity), through the
Gezetz, the ta'avat besarim, the sinful passions†wereworking in our natural capacities, so
as to bear p'ri for mavet (death).‡

§ 6:12Ro 5:17,21 * 6:14Ro 8:2 † 6:15 see Ro 8:2 ‡ 6:17 slavemaster § 6:17 Isa 42:4 * 6:18 slavemaster
† 6:22 slave master ‡ 6:23 slave master * 7:4 Ps 16:9-10; Ro 8:3 † 7:5 i.e., Chet Kadmonʼs yetzer harah of the
fallen human condition ‡ 7:5 cf. Ro 4:15
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6 But now we have become niftar (freed, deceased) from the dominating ownership of
the Gezetz, having died to that by which we were confined, so that we might serve in the
Ruach Hakodesh of hitkhadshut and newness and not in the yoshen (oldness) of chumra
(stringency, strict adherence to the letter of the law).§

7What then shall we say? That the Gezetz is considered as chet (sin)? Chas v'shalom!
Nevertheless, I would not have experienced chet (sin) except through the Gezetz; for I
would not have known chamdanut (covetousness, greediness) if the Torah had not said,
LO TACHMOD*(Thou shalt not covet).

8But Chet (Sin), seizing its opportunity through themitzvoh (commandment), stirred up
allmanner of chamdanut (covetousness) inme. For in the absence of the Gezetz, Chet (Sin)
is dead.

9And in the absence of the Gezetz I was once alive. But when the mitzvoh (command-
ment) came,† Chet (Sin) became alive,

10 and I died. The mitzvoh (commandment) intended as the Derech L'Chayyim (Way to
Life) proved for me ameans to mavet (death).

11For Chet (Sin), seizing its opportunity through the mitzvoh (commandment), deceived
me and, through themitzvoh (commandment), killed me.‡

12So that the Torah is kedoshah (holy) and themitzvoh (commandment) is kedoshah and
yasharah and tovah.

13 Did that which is good, then, become mavet (death) to me? Chas v'shalom! But
Chet (Sin), it was Chet, working mavet (death) in me through that which is tovah, in
order that Chet might be shown as Chet (Sin), and in order that Chet through the mitzvoh
(commandment)might become chata'ah gedolah adm'od (utterly sinful).

14 For we have da'as that the Torah is Ruchanit (Spiritual, of the Ruach Hakodesh); but I
amof thebasar (fallenhumanity) soldunder thepower of (slavemasterChetKadmon)Chet.

15 For I do not have da'as what I do. For that which I commit is not what I want; no, it is
what I hate that I do!

16 But if that which I do is what I do not want, I agree with the Torah that the Gezetz is
good.

17But now it is no longer I doing this, but [the power of] Chet (Sin)which dwells within
me.§

18 For I have da'as that there dwells in me, that is, in my basar (my fallen humanity
enslaved to Chet Kadmon) no good thing; for the wish [to do what is right] lies ready at
hand for me, but to accomplish the good is not.

19For I fail to dogoodas Iwish, butHaRah (TheEvil)which I donotwish iswhat I commit.
20But if what I do not wish is that which I do, it is no longer I doing it but [the power of]

Chet (Sin, Chet Kadmon, Original Sin)which dwells withinme.*
21 I find then it be a Gezetz that for me who wishes to do HaTov (The Good), that for me

HaRah (The Evil) lies ready at hand.
22For I rejoice, I have simchaTorah in theTorahofHASHEM, so far as theadamhapenimi†

is concerned,
23 But I see another gezetz (law) in my natural capacities at milchamah (war) with the

Torah ofmymind andmakingme a prisoner to the Gezetz of Chet (Sin)which is [a power]
in my natural capacities.

24Wretchedman am I!Whowill deliver me from the body of this mavet (death)?
25 Hodu l'HASHEM(thanks be to G-d) b'Moshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu. So then I myself

withmymind serve the Torah of HASHEM andwithmy basar I serve the Gezetz of Chet (the
Law of Sin).‡

8
1Therefore, now there is no gezar din (verdict) of ashem (guilty), no harsha'ah (condem-

nation as guilty) for those inMoshiach Yehoshua.*
2 For the Torah of the Ruach HaKodesh that gives Chayyim in Moshiach Yehoshua† has

set me free from the “Gezetz” of Chet andMavet.

§ 7:6 Ro 2:29 * 7:7 Ex 20:17 † 7:9Gn 2:16-17 ‡ 7:11Gn 3:1-6 § 7:17 Ro 5:13-14; 6:23 * 7:20 cf. Ro 8:7-8
† 7:22 Ep 3:16 ‡ 7:25 The total spiritual turn-around here described is when the conviction of the intellect, emotion,
and will “obey from the heart the form of doctrine laid out here in Scripture” as we are born anew in the humanity of
the new Man and die to the old depraved Adam * 8:1 cf. Ro 5:18 † 8:2 Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:26-27; Gn 2:16-17;
3:7,11,19; 5:12-20
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3Forwhat theGezetzwasunable todo in that itwasweak through thebasar,‡G-d senthis
own Zun fun der Oybershter§ in the very demut (likeness) of the basar of sinful humanity
and as a chattat*(sin offering, sin atoning sacrifice), and both pronounced and effected a
sentence of death on HaChet baBasar (Sin in the Flesh, in the fallen old humanity),

4 In order that themaleh chukat haTorah†(the full statute requirement of theTorah)might
be fulfilled inuswhosehalakhah is in theDerech [HaChayyim] (theWay[ofLife])according
to the Ruach Hakodesh and not in accordance with the basar.

5For those who exist in terms of the basar take the side of the basar, whereas those who
exist in terms of the Ruach‡ take the side of the Ruach Hakodesh.

6 For the way of thinking of the basar is mavet (death), whereas the way of thinking of
the Ruach Hakodesh is Chayyim and Shalom.

7Because the way of thinking of the basar is hostility, eyvah§(enmity) toward G-d, for it
does not submit itself to the Gezetz of G-d; for it cannot.

8And those who are in the basar are not able to please HASHEM.
9 However, you are not in the basar* but in the Ruach Hakodesh, assuming that the

RuachHakodesh of HASHEM does indeed dwell in you— if anyone does not have the Ruach
HaMoshiach, that person does not belong to Moshiach.

10And ifMoshiach is in you, the body (of the basar) is dead because of sin†but the Ruach‡
is life for you because of Tzedek (righteousness).§

11 But if the Ruach Hakodesh of Him who gave Yehoshua Techiyah (Resurrection) from
the Mesim dwells in you, He who raised Moshiach from the Mesim will give Chayyim to
yourmortal bodies as well, through His indwelling Ruach Hakodesh in you.

12 So then, Achim b'Moshiach, we are under no obligation to the basar to live in
accordance with the basar.

13For if you live in accordancewith the basar* youwill certainly die; but if by the Ruach
Hakodesh you put to death the [shameful] acts of the body, you will live.

14For as many as are led by the Ruach HaElohim, they are bnei HaElohim.
15 For you did not receive a spirit of avdut, falling back into pachad (fear); but you

received the Ruach of Mishpat HaBanim (Adoption), having Ma'amad HaBanim (the
standing as Sons),† by which we cry, “Abba, Avinu!”

16 The Ruach Hakodesh himself bears eidus (witness) with our‡ ruach that we are bnei
HaElohim.

17 And if bnei HaElohim, then also yoreshim (heirs) of G-d and co-heirs§ together with
Moshiach, provided that we suffer with him in order that we might also be set in kavod
(glory, eschatological glorification)with him.

18For I reckon that the yisurim (suffering) of zman hazeh (of this present time) are not to
be compared with the coming kavod (glory) to be revealed in us.

19 For the eager expectation of HaBri'ah (the Creation) awaits the heavenly hisgalus
(revelation, unveiling) of the bnei HaElohim.

20 For HaBri'ah (the Creation) was subjected to hevel (futility), not willingly, but on
account of Himwho subjected it, in tikvah (hope),

21Because HaBri'ah also itself will be set free from the avdut (slavery) of corruption into
the deror*(freedom) of the kavod (glory) of the bnei HaElohim.

22 For we have da'as that the whole Bri'ah groans and suffers the chevlei leydah (pangs
of childbirth) until now.

23Andnot only so, but alsoweourselveswhohave thebikkurim (first fruits)of theRuach
Hakodesh also groan within ourselves, eagerly awaiting the Mishpat HaBanim Adoption,
that is, the pedut geviyyateinu† for the Techiyah fromHaMesim.‡

24 For in tikvah (hope)we were delivered in eschatological salvation. But tikvah (hope)
which is seen is not tikvah, for who hopes for what he sees?

25But if we have tikvah for what we do not see, we eagerly await it with savlanut.
26 In the same way, the Ruach Hakodesh helps us in our weakness.§ For as we daven,

we do not know as we should for what to make tefillos (prayers), but the Ruach HaKodesh
Himself intercedes on our behalf with labor pang groans not intelligibly uttered.
‡ 8:3 fallen human nature under Chet Kadmon and without hitkhadshut renewal and regeneration by the Ruach
Hakodesh § 8:3 Moshiach * 8:3 2C 5:21 † 8:4 see Lv 18:5 ‡ 8:5 Hakodesh § 8:7 Gn 3:15 * 8:9

i.e., unregenerate † 8:10 Ro 5:12 ‡ 8:10 Hakodesh § 8:10 cf. Ro 5:18 * 8:13 old fallen humanity under

slavemaster Chet Kadmon † 8:15 Ro 9:4 ‡ 8:16 regenerate, Yn 3:6 § 8:17 Ro 4:13f * 8:21 Isa 61:1 † 8:23

ransom for Geulah redemption of our body Gn 47:18 ‡ 8:23 See Ro 3:24-25; 9:4 § 8:26 as creatures: see Ro 5:6



LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 8:27 1253 LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 9:8

27 And He who searches the levavot* knows what is the way of thinking of the Ruach
Hakodesh, because He intercedes as G-d would have it on behalf of the Kedoshim.

28 And we have da'as that for those who love HASHEM everything co-operates toward
HaTov for those who are HaKeru'im (the summoned, called ones) according to the etzah
(wisdom) of the tochnit HASHEM(G-dʼs purposeful andwilled plan or goal).†

29For thoseHASHEMhad da'as of beterem‡(beforehand), HASHEMalso decided upon from
thebeginning to be conformed to thedemut (likeness)ofHASHEMʼs Zun funderOybershter,
that he§ should be HaBechor (Firstborn) amongmany Achim b'Moshiach.

30 And those HASHEM decided upon from the beginning HASHEM also summoned; and
those HASHEM summoned, HASHEM also acquitted and pronounced to be YITZDAK IM
HASHEM; and those HASHEM acquitted and pronounced to be YITZDAK IM HASHEM,
HASHEM also set in eternal kavod (glory).

31 In viewof these things,what therefore shallwe say? IfHASHEM is for us,who is against
us?

32Hewho indeed did not spare His own Zun fun der Oybershter, but gave him up for us
all, how shall He not also with him give us all things.*

33Who will bring charges against the Bechirei HaElohim (chosen ones of HASHEM)? It is
HASHEMwho acquits and pronounces to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM (justifiedwith G-d).

34Who is there to bring a judgment of harsha'ah†(condemnation, to condemn to Onesh
Gehinnom)? It is Moshiach Yehoshua who died, rather was kam litechiyah (raised to
resurrection), who also is at LIMIN HASHEM‡(the right hand of G-d), who also intercedes
on our behalf.§

35Whowill separate us from the AhavasMoshiach (love ofMoshiach)? Tzoros (affliction,
trouble), or distress, or redifot (persecutions), or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or
cherev*(sword)?

36 As it is written, KI ALECHA HORAGNU KOL HAYOM NECHESHAVNU K'TZON
TIVCHAH†(For Your sake we are being killed all the day; we are reckoned as sheep for
slaughter).

37 But in all these things we prevail bichlal (entirely) through Him who had ahavah for
us.

38 For I am convinced that neither Histalkus nor Chayyim nor Malachim nor Rulers,
neither things present nor things to come nor kochot (powers),

39Neither height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the
ahavas HASHEMwhich is in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.

9
1 I speak HaEmes in Moshiach, I do not speak sheker, my matzpun (conscience) bearing

me eidus (witness) in the Ruach HaKodesh,
2That there is great agmat nefesh to me and unceasing anguish inmy heart.
3 For I could wish that my neshamah be put under cherem (ban of destruction), under

Churban, and Onesh Gehinnom, cut off fromMoshiach for the sake of my achim, my own
kinsmen, my people and flesh and blood relatives,

4 In as much as they are Bnei Yisroel: theirs is the Mishpat HaBanim Adoption, the
Ma'amad HaBanim Standing as Sons, and the Kavod (glory) and the Shekhinah (glorious
presenceofG-d) and theBeritot (covenants), theMatanTorah, theAvodasKodesh (worship)
and the Havtachot (promises);

5 Theirs are the Avot (the Patriarchs), and from them came, in so far as his humanity is
concerned, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, al hakol hu HaElohim mam'vorach l'Olam va'ed.
Omein.

6 But it is not as though the Dvar HASHEM has failed. For not all those descended from
Yisroel are truly redeemed Yisroel [of the eschatological Geulah Redemption].

7Nor is it as though all the banim of K'lal Yisroel are the ZERA of Avraham Avinu, but
[as it is written], BEYITZCHAK YIKARE L'CHA ZERA (In Yitzchak shall your seed be called,
named, summoned).*

8That is, it is not the Bnei habasar (old humanity without hitkhadshut)who are the Bnei
HaElohim (children of G-d) but the Bnei HaHavtachah (children of the promise) who are
reckoned as ZERA (seed, children, including the right of the heir in relation to the father).

* 8:27 Rv 2:23 † 8:28 Ro 9:11 ‡ 8:29 Jer 1:5 § 8:29Moshiach * 8:32 see Ro 8:12-17; 4:13f † 8:34 cf. Ro

8:1 ‡ 8:34 Ps 110:1 § 8:34 see Ro 8:26-27 * 8:35 13:4 † 8:36 Ps 44:22 [23] * 9:7 Gn 21:12
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9For thisword is one of havtachah (promise): KA'ET SHOVASHUVUL'SARAHBEN (About
this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son).†

10Not only so, but also in the case of Rivkah (Isaacʼs wife)who conceived by the one act
of sexual intercourse with Yitzchak Avinu.

11 For when they were not yet born nor had they done any mitzvah or averah, in order
that the etzah (wisdom) of the tochnit HASHEM(purposeful and willed plan of G-d)‡ should
stand in terms of bechirah (divine election, selection, choosing),

12Not from§ mitzvos but from the One who makes the kri'ah (divine summons),* it was
said to her, RAV YA'AVOD TZA'IR (the elder will serve the younger),†

13As it iswritten, VA'OHAVESYA'AKOVV'ES ESAVSANEITI (Ya'akovhave I loved, but Esau
have I hated).‡

14What then shall we say? There is no avla (injustice)with G-d, is there? Chas v'shalom!
15For toMoshe Rabbeinu HASHEM says, V'CHANNOTI ES ASHER ACHON V'RICHAMETTI

ES ASHER ARACHEM (I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will have compas-
sion onwhom Iwill have compassion).§

16So then, it is not amatter of the onewhowills or the onewho runs. It is amatter of the
YADHASHEMHACHANINAH (the hand of the G-d of gracious, freemercy).

17 For the Kitvei Hakodesh says to Pharaoh, BA'AVUR ZOT HE'EMADTICHA BA'AVUR
HAROTECHA ES KOCHI ULEMA'AN SAPER SHMI BECHOL HA'ARETZ (For this purpose I
raised you up, in order that Imight demonstrate in youmy power and in order thatmyName
might be proclaimed in all the earth).*

18So then, towhomHASHEMwillsHASHEM shows chaninah (mercy, free grace), butwhom
HASHEMwills he hardens.†

19 You will say to me, Then why does HASHEM still find fault? For who has resisted His
will?

20On the contrary,whoareyou, ahumanbeing, to answerback toG-d? VEYETZERAMAR
LEYOTZRO (Can the pot say to the potter),‡Why have youmademe thus?

21Or does the potter not have the right over the clay§ to make from the same lump one
vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?

22 But what if naniach (supposing)HASHEM, willing to demonstrate His Charon Af
HASHEM(burning anger of G-d) and to make known His ko'ach (power),* put up with and
endured with savlanut (patience) vessels which are objects of G-dʼs Charon Af (burning
anger), objects made ready for Churban,†

23 And in order that He might make known the wealth of His kavod (glory) on vessels
whichareobjects ofHASHEMʼs chaninah (mercy, freegrace)whichHepreparedbeforehand
for kavod?‡

24 By which I mean us, whom also He called, not only from the Yehudim but also from
the non-Jews,

25As it says inHoshea, V'AMARTIL'LOAMMIAMIATAH (And Iwill call the “notmypeople”
my people),§ and the “not loved” loved;

26And it shall be in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” there
they shall be called Bnei EL CHAI*(sons of the living G-d).

27Yeshayah proclaims concerning Yisroel, Even if the number of the Bnei Yisroel are as
the sand of the sea, only the She'erit (Remnant)will return (be saved),

28For HASHEMwill complete and cut short and will performHisWord on the earth.†
29 And as Yeshayah said beforehand, Except Adonoi Tz'vaot had left us SARID

KIM'AT‡(some survivors), we would have become like S'dom and we would have been the
same as Amora.§

30What then shall we say? That Goyimwho do not pursue Tzidkot (righteousness) have
attained Tzidkot which is Tzidkot through emunah,

31Whereas Yisroel pursuing a* Tzidkat Torah did not arrive at that Torah?
32Why so? Because it was not on the mekor (basis) of emunah but on the mekor (basis)

of†ma'asim‡(works). They have stumbled over the EVEN NEGEF (Stone of Stumbling),

† 9:9Gn 18:10,14 ‡ 9:11 Ro 8:28 § 9:12 zokheh-earning * 9:12 Ro 8:30 † 9:12Gn 25:23 ‡ 9:13Mal 1:2-3
§ 9:15 Ex 33:19 * 9:17 Ex 9:16 † 9:18 that is, makes unresponsive or more mired down in KESHI (stubbornness,

hardness); Dt 9:27 ‡ 9:20 Isa 29:16 § 9:21 Jer 18:6 * 9:22 1:16,18 † 9:22 Ro 9:3 ‡ 9:23 Ro 8:29-30
§ 9:25Hos 2:23 [2:25] * 9:26Hos 2:1 † 9:28 Isa 10:22-23 ‡ 9:29 Ro 9:7 § 9:29 Isa 1:9 * 9:31 supposed
zokheh-earning † 9:32 zokheh-earning ‡ 9:32 Ro 3:20,28; 4:2,6; 9:11-12
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33As it is written, Hinei, I place in Tziyon a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense; and
he who believes in Me shall not be put to shame.§

10
1 Achim b'Moshiach, the great tshuka (desire, longing) of my lev and my tefillah to

HASHEM is for the Yeshu'at Yisroel (salvation of Israel).
2 For I can be meid (provide testimony, attest) regarding them that they have a kinat

HASHEM(zeal for G-d), but not in accordance with saving binah and da'as.
3 For, having no saving da'as of the Tzidkat HASHEM(the righteousness of G-d), and

seeking to establish their own,* they have not subjected themselves to the Tzidkat
HASHEM(righteousness of G-d).†

4ForMoshiach is the goal of the Torah as ameans to being YITZDAK IMHASHEM, for all
who have emunah.

5 For Moshe Rabbeinu writes with reference to the (accessibility of) Tzidkat Torah
(righteousness which is from the Torah), The man YA'ASEH OTAM VACHAI‡(who does these
things will live) by them.

6Whereas the Tzidkat Emunah (righteousness which is from faith) speaks thus: Do not
say§ in your lev, Whowill go up into Shomayim? (that is, to bringMoshiach down)?

7Or,Whowill go down into the abyss? (that is, to bringMoshiach up from theMesim).
8Butwhat does it say? “TheDvar is near you, in yourMOUTHand in yourHEART.”* That

is, the Dvar of Emunahwhich we proclaim.
9Because if youmake hoda'ah (confession) “with your PEH” of Adoneinu Yehoshua, and

have emunah “in your LEV” that G-d raised him from theMesim, you†will be delivered.
10 For with the “heart” one has emunah unto being YITZDAK IM HASHEM and with the

“mouth” hoda'ah is made unto Yeshu'at Eloheinu.
11 For the Kitvei Hakodesh says, Everyone who has emunah in Him shall not be put to

shame.‡
12For there isnodistinctionbetweenYehudiandYevani,§ for the sameone isAdonEchad

l'chulam (one L-rd over all), rich to all who call upon Him.
13 For V'HAYAH KOL ASHER YIKRA B'SHEM ADONOI (Everyone whoever calls upon the

Name of the L-rd— Yoel 3:5 [2:32]) shall be delivered.
14 How therefore shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how

shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without
someone doing the hatafah (preaching)?

15 And how shall they do the hatafah (preaching) unless they have been sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach Besuras HaGeulah” (Isa 52:7).

16 But not all have mishma'at (obedience) to the Besuras HaGeulah. For Yeshayah says:
MI HE'EMIN LISHMU'ATEINU*(Who has believed that which is heard, our report)?†

17So, then, emunah comes fromhearing, andhearing comes through theDvarHaMoshi-
ach.

18But I say, is it the case that theyhavenot heard? On the contrary: Their soundhas gone
out into all the earth and their words to the ends of the inhabited world (Ps 19:4).

19But I say, is it the case that Yisroel has not known? First, Moshe Rabbeinu says: I will
provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation; by a senseless nation I will make
you angry.‡

20And Yeshayah HaNavi is bold as to say: I have been found by those who do not seek
Me; I have revealedMyself to those who do not ask for Me.§

21But concerning Yisroel he says: All the day I stretched out My hands to a disobedient
and obstinate people.*

11
1 I ask, therefore, hasHASHEM repudiatedHis people? Not at all! Chas v'shalom! For I too

am a ben Yisroel, of the zera Avraham (seed of AvrahamAvinu), of the tribe of Binyamin.

§ 9:33 Isa 8:14; 28:16 * 10:3 that is, self-attained † 10:3 1:17; 3:5,21,25-26; 6:18 ‡ 10:5Lv 18:5 § 10:6 looking

forMessianic salvation beingmerited by superhumanattainments inworks * 10:8Dt 30:14 † 10:9 SeeMt 16:15-18
‡ 10:11 Isa 28:16 § 10:12 cf. Ro 3:9 * 10:16 Isa 53:1 † 10:16 cf. Dt 9:4 ‡ 10:19Dt 32:21 § 10:20 Isa 65:1
* 10:21 Isa 65:2



LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 11:2 1256 LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 11:27

2HASHEM has not repudiated His people whomHe foreknew.* Or do you not have da'as
what the Kitvei Hakodesh says in the section about Eliyahu HaNavi, how he appeals to
HASHEM against Yisroel?

3Adonoi, they have killed your Nevi'im, they have torn down yourmizbe'achot (altars),
and I alone have been left, and they seekmy life.†

4Butwhat isHASHEMʼs answer to him? “I have kept forMyself seven thousandmen,who
have not bowed the knee to Ba'al.”‡

5Thus, therefore, also in the zman hazeh, there has come into being a she'erit (remnant,
remainder) in accordance with the bechirah (election) of chesed (free, unmerited favor or
grace).

6 But if on the mekor (basis) of chen v'chesed (unmerited favor, grace), then not on the
mekor (basis) of§ ma'asim (works), vi-bahlt (since) otherwise chesed would no longer be
chesed.*

7What then? What Yisroel sought for, that is what it did not obtain; but hannivcharim
(the elect, the chosen ones) obtained it. And the rest were hardened.†

8As it is written, G-d gave to them a ruach tardemah (spirit of deep sleep), eyes that they
should not see and ears that they should not hear, until this very day.‡

9 And Dovid said, Let their shulchan (table) become a snare and a net, a trap and a
retribution for them;

10Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see, and bend their backs forever.§
11 I ask, therefore, have they stumbled so as to fall? Chas v'shalom! But by their peysha

(transgression), Yeshu'at Eloheinu is coming to the Goyim in order to provoke them to
jealousy.

12And if their peysha (transgression)means riches for theworld, and their failuremeans
riches for the Goyim, howmuchmore will their fullness mean!

13 I am speaking to you Goyim. So then, in as much as I am Shliach of the Ethnic Groups,
I magnify my avodas kodesh, in the tikvah

14 that I might provokemy kinsmen to jealousy andmight save some of them.
15 For if their rejection means ritztzuy (reconciliation),* for the gontzer velt (whole

world), what shall their acceptancemean other than Chayyimmin haMesim (Life from the
dead ones)?

16 If the terumah haissa (portion, offering of the dough) that is reshit (first) is kodesh
(holy), so is the whole; and if the shoresh (root) is kodesh (holy), so also are the ana'fim
(the branches).

17 But if some of the ana'fim have been broken off, and you, a wild olive, have been
grafted among them and have become sharer in the richness of the olive treeʼs root,

18Do not boast† over the ana'fim. If you do boast, it is not the case that you sustain the
shoresh, but the shoresh sustains you.

19Youwill say, then, “Ana'fimwere broken off in order that I might be grafted in.”
20Quite so: they were broken off on themekor (basis) of no emunah, but you stand only

by emunah. Do not cherish proud thoughts, but fear.
21For if G-d did not spare the natural anafim, neither will He spare you.
22 Consider then the nedivut (generosity), the chesed of HASHEM, and also the fearful

judgment of HASHEM: to those who fell,‡ severity; but to you the goodness of HASHEM,
provided that you continue in that goodness; otherwise, you too will be cut off.

23 Whereas, they also, if they do not continue in a condition of no emunah, shall be
grafted in; for HASHEM is able to graft them in again.

24 For if you§ were cut off from the wild olive tree and grafted unnaturally into the
cultivated olive tree, howmuchmore shall thosewho belong to it naturally be grafted into
their own olive tree.

25For I do not want you to be unaware, Achim b'Moshiach, of this raz (mystery), lest you
be wise in your own estimation, that a hardening in part has come over Yisroel, until the
full number of the Goyim has come in;

26 And so Klal Yisroel shall be delivered, as it is written: Out of Tziyon shall come the
Go'el (Deliverer, Redeemer); He will turn away, remove peysha from Ya'akov (Jacob),

27And this will be My Berit (covenant)with them, when I take away their sins.*

* 11:2 Ps 94:14; Ro 8:29 † 11:3 1Kgs 19:10 ‡ 11:4 1Kgs 19:18 § 11:6 loin (wages), batsolen (pay) for * 11:6
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28 With regard to the Besuras HaGeulah they are oyevim (enemies) for your† sake,
whereas with regard to the bechirah (election) they are beloved for the sake of the Avot
(Fathers).

29For thematnat HASHEM and the kri'at HASHEM are irrevocable.
30For just as youGoyimwereoncewithoutmishma'at toHASHEM, but nowhave received

chaninah (mercy, pardon) by their lack of mishma'at,
31 So also they have now been without mishma'at for your chaninah (mercy, pardon) in

order that they also might receive chaninah (mercy).‡
32ForG-d has confined all in disobedience in order thatHemight have chaninah (mercy)

on all;
33Othedepthof the richesand thechochmah (wisdom)andda'as (knowledge)ofHASHEM.

How unfathomable are His mishpatim and unsearchable His ways.
34 For who has known the Ruach of HASHEM? Or who has been ISH ATZATO (His

Counselor)?§
35Or who has given in advance to Him so that His presents come only as a (choiv) debt

repaid?*
36Because fromHim and through Him and to Him are all things. Lo HaKavod l'Olamim.

Omein. (To Him be glory forever. Amen.)

12
1 I appeal to you, therefore, Achimb'Moshiach, through the rachameiHASHEM(merciesof

G-d), to present your geviyah,* all of your being, as a korban chai (living sacrifice), kadosh
(holy) and acceptable to HASHEM,†which is your spiritual avodas kodesh service.

2Stop allowing yourself to be conformed to theOlamHazeh, but be transformedby your
hitkhadshut (regeneration, renewal) of your mind, so that you may ascertain what is the
ratzon HASHEM(the will of G-d), what is the good, acceptable, and perfect will of G-d.

3 For I say to all who are among you through the chesed (unmerited favor, grace) given
to me, that you should avoid a false sense of superiority in your thinking; rather exercise
shlitah atzmi (self-control), thinking with seichel, as G-d has measured to each a measure
of emunah.

4 For just as in one body we have many members (natural capacities), and all the
members do not have the same function,

5 So we all are one body inMoshiach, and are individually members one of another,
6 Having matanot (gifts) which differ in accordance with the chesed (unmerited favor,

grace) given to us. If we speak for G-d as nevi'im (prophets), it should be in proportion to
the emunah given to us.

7 If we offer particular acts of avodas kodesh service, it should be used in serving. One
who functions as a rabbinic moreh should be active in teaching.

8 One who imparts chizzuk (strengthening, encouragement) should be active in that
avodas kodesh ministry. One who makes tzedakah (contributions) should do so with
nedivut (generosity). The one in manhigut (leadership), with diligence. The one in bikkur
cholim (visiting the sick) and gemilut chasadim (benevolence), with simcha.

9 Let ahavah (agape) be without tzevi'ut (hypocrisy). Hate what is haRah, be devoted to
what is tov.

10 Showmishpochah (family) affection to one another in ahavah shel achvah (brotherly
love). Be first in esteeming one another, in showingmutual respect.

11 Be zealous without negligence; with bren (fervor, hitlahavut) be burning with the
Ruach Hakodesh. With avodas kodesh serve HASHEM.

12Have simcha in tikvah. Have savlanut in tzoros. Keep davening tefillos.
13With a spirit of koinonia, keep the pushke full for the needs of the Kedoshim. Aspire

to hachnosas orchim.
14 Say a bracha on those who bring redifah (persecution) on you, let it be a bracha and

not a kelalah (curse).
15 Join in simcha with those who rejoice, weep with those whoweep.
16 Think with a (spiritual) consensus in achdus harmony among yourselves. Do not

cherish the thoughts of the ba'al gaavah (haughty person), but associatewith the anaviyim
(humble),‡ with the lowly am ha'aretz; do not be chachamim (wise ones) in your own
estimation.§

† 11:28 you Goyim ‡ 11:31 Ro 9:15-16 § 11:34 Isa 40:13 * 11:35 Job 41:11 [41:3]; Ro 4:4 * 12:1 Gn 47:18
† 12:1 Gn 8:21 ‡ 12:16 Isa 29:19 § 12:16 Ro 1:22



LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 12:17 1258 LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN ROME 14:4

17Repaynoone ra'a (evil) for ra'a (evil). Take into considerationwhat is haTov in the sight
of everyone and do that.*

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live in shalomwith everyone.
19 Do not take your own revenge, beloved, but give opportunity for G-dʼs Charon Af

(burningwrath), for it is written, LI NAKAMV'SHILEM (Vengeance ismine and recompense,
repayment)— I amHewhowill repay, says HASHEM.†

20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for in so doing
you will heap coals of fire on his head.”‡

21Do not be overcome by what is ra'a, but overcome haRahwith haTov.

13
1 Let kol nefesh (every soul, person) be subject to the official governing authorities. For

there is nomemshalah (government) except givenbyHASHEM, and thepowers that behave
been established by G-d.

2So then, hewhoopposes the authority has resisted the ordinance, official decree of G-d;
and those who resist shall receive mishpat (judgment) on themselves.

3 For rulers are not a cause of pachad (terror) to hitnahagut (conduct) that is of HaTov
but HaRah. Do you want to be without pachad of memshalah (government)? Do HaTov,
and youwill have the commendation of the representative of thememshalah.

4 For he is the mesharet (minister, servant) of HASHEM to you for HaTov. But if you do
HaRah, be afraid. For he does not bear the cherev* to no purpose. For he is the mesharet
of HASHEM, an avenger for Charon Af† against the evildoer.

5Wherefore it is necessary tobe subject, not only onaccount of theCharonAf ofHASHEM,
but also on account of matzpun (conscience).

6For that is why you also pay tribute (taxes). For they aremesharetim of G-d engaged in
this very task.

7Render to everyone their due: tribute to whom tribute is due, tax to whom tax; fear to
whom fear is due, respect to whom respect.

8Owe (be indebted, obligated) nothing to anyone except a choiv (debt) of ahavah (love);
for he who has ahavah has fulfilled the Torah.

9 For the mitzvoh, LO TIN'AF, LO TIRTZACH, LO TIGNOV, LO TACHMOD,‡ and any other
of the mitzvot (commandments) is akitzur (restated, in summary) in this dvar Torah,
V'AHAVTA L'RE'ACHA KAMOCHA (You shall love your neighbor as yourself).§

10Ahavah (agape) does no wrong to the re'a (neighbor); therefore the fulfillment of the
Torah is ahavah.

11 Besides this, you have da'as of the zman, that it is already the hour for you to wake
up from sheynah (sleep), for now is Yeshu'at Eloheinu nearer than when we became
ma'aminim (believers).

12The Lailah (Night, of the old epoch) is far advanced, andHaYom* is imminent, at hand.
Let us therefore take off the dark cloak of the deeds of choshech, ridding ourselves of it,
and let us put on the neshek (weapons)† of Ohr (light).

13Letus conductourselvesdecentlyas inHaYom (TheDay), not in carousingandshichrut
(drunkenness), not in zenut (fornication) anddebauchery and zimmah (licentiousness), not
in merivah (strife) and quarreling and anochiyut (selfishness) and kinah (jealousy).

14But put onRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshuaAdoneinu andmakenoprovision for
the basar (old fallen nature), to satisfy its ta'avot (lusts).

14
1Welcome the onewho is weak in emunah (faith). But not for the purpose of setting him

straight in arguments.
2 For example, one person has emunah (faith) to eat every potential food; but the weak

practice vegetarianism.
3Let the one who eats not hold in contempt or despise the one who does not eat, and let

not the onewho does not eat pass judgment on the onewho eats, for HASHEM treats him as
an oreach ratzuy (welcome guest).

4Whoare you to condemn the eved (house slave)of someone else? In relation toRibbono
(shel Olam) he stands or falls. And he shall stand, for Ribbono (shel Olam) is able to make
him stand.
* 12:17 Prov 3:4 TARGUMHASHIVIM † 12:19Dt 32:35 ‡ 12:20 Prov 25:21-22 * 13:4 Ro 8:35 † 13:4 Ro 1:18;
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5One person judges one day to bemore important than another; another person judges
every day to be alike. Let each be fully convinced in his ownmind.

6 The one who holds an opinion on the day does so to HASHEM. And the one who eats
does so to HASHEM, for he does the bentshen (custom of saying grace after meals) of the
Birkat Hamazon to HASHEM. And the one who does not eat does so to HASHEM and gives
the hodayah (thanksgiving) to HASHEM.

7For no one of us lives for himself and no one dies for himself.
8For if we live, we live forHASHEM; and if we die, we die forHASHEM. Sowhetherwe live

or we die, we belong to HASHEM.
9 For it was for this tachlis (purpose) that Moshiach had his histalkus and came to live

again, in order that he might have charge as Moshiach Adoneinu over both the Mesim
(dead ones) and the Chayyim (living ones).

10So you, why do you judge your Ach b'Moshiach? Or you, why do you despise your Ach
b'Moshiach? Forweshall all stand in theBetDin (CourtofLaw)ofHASHEM*beforehisKisse
Din (judgment seat), his Kisse Mishpat,

11For it is written, “As I live, says HASHEM, beforeMe KOL BERECH (every knee)will bow
and KOL LASHON (every tongue) shall give praise to HASHEM.”†

12 So then each of us will give account of himself to HASHEM.
13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but decide this rather:

not to put an occasion for michshol (stumbling, offense, downfall)‡ in the way of the Ach
b'Moshiach.

14 I have da'as and am convinced in Adoneinu Yehoshua that nothing is tamei beetzem
(intrinsically), except that to the one who reckons something profane, to that person it is
profane.

15 For if your Ach B'Moshiach is deeply upset on account of [your] okhel (food), you are
no longer conducting yourself in terms of ahavah. Do not by your okhel destroy that one
for whomMoshiach died.

16Therefore, do not let HaTov of you be brought into contempt.
17 For the Malchut HASHEM is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of tzedek

(righteousness),§ shalom (peace) and simcha b'Ruach Hakodesh.
18 For he who serves Moshiach in this is pleasing to HASHEM and approved by people in

general.
19 So then we pursue what makes for shalom and for the building up of one another.
20Do not for the sake of okhel bring churban to the work of HASHEM. All okhel is tahor

but it is wrong to eat anything that causes nisyonot.
21 It is a fine thing not to eat meat nor drink wine nor anything by which your Ach

b'Moshiach stumbles.
22 The emunah that you have, keep beshita (as a matter of conviction or principle) to

yourself before G-d. Ashrey is the man who does not condemn himself by the things he
approves.

23 But in the man who doubts, there is found in him a dvar ashmah (a thing of guilt,
condemnation) if he eats, because it is not of emunah. And whatever is not of emunah is
averah (sin).

15
1We, the strong, ought to support the weaknesses of those without chizzuk,* and not to

please ourselves.
2Let each of us please his re'a with a view to what is beneficial, for upbuilding.
3 For even Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not please himself; but, as it is written,

V'CHERPOT CHORPECHA NAF'LU ALAI (The reproaches of those who reproach You have
fallen onme).†

4 For as much as was written beforehand was written for our limudei kodesh, in order
that through savlanut and through the nechamah of the Kitvei Hakodesh we might hold
fast tikvah (hope).

5May theG-dof savlanutandofnechamahgiveyou to live inharmonyamongyourselves
in accordance with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

6 In order that with achdus of mind and voice you might give kavod to the Elohim and
Avi of Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

* 14:10 see 2C 5:10 † 14:11 Isa 45:23 ‡ 14:13 Ro 9:32-33 § 14:17 Dan 9:24 * 15:1 Ro 1:11-12 † 15:3 Ps
69:9 [10]
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7 Therefore, treat each other as orchim ratzuy (welcome guests), as Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach welcomed you, to the kavod of HASHEM(glory of G-d).

8 For I declare that Moshiach has become Mesharet Bnei HaMilah (Servant, Minister of
theCircumcised) for the sakeof theEmesHASHEM(the truthofG-d), to confirmthehavtachot
given to the Avot,

9And in order that the Goyimmight give praise to HASHEM for His chaninah (mercy). As
it is written, For this reason Iwill confess You among the Goyimand sing praises unto Your
Name.‡

10Furthermore it says, HARNINU GOYIM AMMO (Rejoice, Goyimwith His people).§
11Andagain, HALELUESADONOIKOLGOYIMSHABBECHUHUKOLHAUMMIM (Baruch

HASHEM, Praise the L-rd, all you Goyim, and let all the peoples praise Him).*
12 And again Yeshayah says, The SHORESH OF YISHAI (the Root of Jesse),† shall come

forth, even the one who arises to rule the GOYIM; in him (the Gentiles, the nations) shall
put their TIKVAH (hope).‡

13May theEloheiHaTikvah (theG-dofhope)fill youwith simchaand shalom inbelieving,
that youmay overflow in tikvah (hope), in the ko'ach (power) of the Ruach Hakodesh.

14Achimb'Moshiachofmine, Imyself amconvincedconcerningyou, thatyouyourselves
too are full of yosher (rectitude), full of da'as, able also to admonish one another.

15But Iwrote to you rather bluntly in this iggeret hakodesh in part as away of reminding
you, by virtue of the chesed (unmerited favor, gift of grace) givenme fromHASHEM,

16 To be a mesharet (minister, servant) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to the
Goyim, serving the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM, administering with a kohenʼs avodas
kodesh service the minchah offering to HASHEM of the Goyim, that this offering might be
acceptable, mekudash (set apart as holy) in the Ruach Hakodesh.

17 Therefore I have this glorying in Moshiach Yehoshua in reference to what concerns
G-d.

18 For I will not presume to say anything, except of what Moshiach has accomplished
throughme for themishma'at of the peoples, by word and deed,

19 By the ko'ach of otot u'moftim (signs and wonders), by the power of the Ruach
Hakodesh; so that from Yerushalayim in a sweep round to Illyricum,§ I have preached the
Besuras HaGeulah HASHEM,

20 Thus making it my hasagos (aspiration) to preach the Besuras HaGeulah where
Moshiach has not been named, lest I build on anotherʼs yesod (foundation).

21But, as it is written, “Those who had not been told about Him will see, and those who
had not heard shall understand.”*

22For this reason I have also regularly been prevented from coming to you.
23 But now, als (since) I no longer have scope in these regions and have had a tshuka

(longing) to come to you for many years,
24When I travel to Spain…For I hope to see you as I pass through and to be sent on my

way there by you, once I have had the full pleasure of being with you for a time.
25 But now I am traveling to Yerushalayim in avodas kodesh service to the Kedoshim

(Messianic Jews in Jerusalem).
26 For the kehillot of Moshiach (Messianic congregations) in Macedonia and Achaia

(Greece) chose to make some tzedakah (contribution) for the aniyim (poor) among the
Kedoshim in Yerushalayim.

27For they chose to do so and owe them a choiv (debt), for if the non-Jews have received
a share in their spiritual affairs, they ought to minister to the Messianic Jews in material
affairs.

28When, therefore, I have completed this (collection journey avodas kodesh service) and
sealed this p'ri (fruit) to them, I will go by way of you to Spain.

29 And I have da'as that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the Birkat
HaMoshiach.

30 I appeal to you, Achim b'Moshiach, through Adoneinu Moshiach Yehoshua and the
ahavas HaRuach Hakodesh, to contend withme in your tefillos to HASHEM onmy behalf,

31 that I might be delivered from those without mishma'at in Yehudah and my avodas
kodesh service to Yerushalayimmight be acceptable to the Kedoshim,

32 That I might come to you in simcha (joy) birtzon HASHEM(in the will of G-d) and be
mutually refreshed by your hitkhabrut (fellowship) in theMessianic Chavurah.
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33V'Elohei HaShalom im kulechem. Omein. (May the G-d of peace bewith you all. Amen.)

16
1 I recommend to you achoteinu (our sister) Phoebe, the Messianic Shammash of the

kehillah in Cenchrea,
2That you bemekarev (welcome and treat well) to her in Adoneinu, in amanner worthy

of the Kedoshim and assist her in whatever matter she may have need of you. For she
herself has also been patroness of many and of myself.

3 Drishat Shalom to Prisca and Aquila my fellow po'alim (workers) in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

4Whoperformedanact ofMessianicmesirat nefesh (whole-hearteddevotion to the cause
of Moshiach, even at risk of life) for my sake, and for whom not only I give thanks, but also
kol kehillot of the Nations;

5Also Drishat Shalom to the kehillah (congregation) that meets in their house. Drishat
Shalom tomy beloved Epaenetus, who is the bikkurim (firstfruits) of Asia* for Moshiach.

6Drishat Shalom toMiryam, who has laboredmuch for you.
7Drishat Shalom toAndronicus and Junia,mykinsfolk andmy fellowprisoners,whoare

outstanding amongMoshiachʼs shlichim, and also were inMoshiach before me.
8Drishat Shalom to Ampliatus, my beloved chaver in Adoneinu.
9 Drishat Shalom to Urbanus, our fellow po'el (worker) in Moshiach, and my beloved

Stachys.
10Drishat Shalom to Apelles, approved in Moshiach. Drishat Shalom to those from the

household of Aristobulus.
11Drishat Shalom to Herodion, my kinsman. Drishat Shalom to those of the household

of Narcissus who are in Adoneinu.
12 Drishat Shalom to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who have worked hard in Adoneinu.

Drishat Shalom to the beloved Persis, who has laboredmuch in Adoneinu.
13 Drishat Shalom to Rufus the Bechir (the Chosen one) in Adoneinu; also his Em and

mine.
14 Drishat Shalom to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the Achim

b'Moshiach with them.
15Drishat Shalom to Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his achot; also Olympas and all the

Kedoshimwith them.
16 Greet one another with a neshikat hakodesh. All the Kehillot of Moshiach send you

Drishat Shalom.
17 I appeal to you, Achim b'Moshiach, to look out for those who cause kitot (sects) and

nisyonot (temptations) contrary to the Torah which you learned, and keep away from
them.

18 For such people do not serve Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu but their own
appetites, and through smooth loshon and fine sounding words they deceive the levavot
of the unsuspecting.

19For yourmishma'at has becomeknown to all. So I have simcha over you, butwant you
to be chachamim regarding what is HaTov and innocent regarding what is HaRah.

20 And Elohei HaShalom will soon crush HaSatan under your feet. Chesed Adoneinu
Moshiach Yehoshua yi'heyeh immachem (The unmerited favor, mercy and grace of
AdoneinuMoshiach Yehoshua bewith you).

21 Timotiyos my fellow po'el sends Drishat Shalom to you; also Lucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my kinsmen.

22 I, Tertius, who have written the iggeret, send Drishat Shalom to you in Adoneinu.
23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole kehillah sends Drishat Shalom to you.

Erastus, the city treasurer, sends Drishat Shalom to you, also the Ach b'Moshiach, Quartus.
[

24The chen v'chesed of AdoneinuMoshiach Yehoshua be with you all. Omein.]
25 To him who is able to establish you by my Besuras HaGeulah, and the hachrazah

(proclamation, kerygma) of Moshiach Yehoshua, in the hisgalus haSod concealed for long
ages,

26 but now made manifest and through Ketuvim Nevu'iyim, in accordance with the
mitzvoh of the Elohei Olam (the Eternal G-d), made known for the mishma'at (obedience)
of emunah for kol haGoyim,

* 16:5 T. N. todayʼs Turkey
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27 to the only Elohim heChacham (only wise G-d), lo HaKavod b'Moshiach Yehoshua
leolemei olemim. Omein.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Corinth (I)

1From Sha'ul, given the kri'ah (call) of HASHEM and summoned to be a Shliach of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach birtzon HASHEM; and from Sosthenes* the Ach b'Moshiach.

2 To the Kehillah (congregation) of HASHEM existing in Corinth, to the ones having been
set apart unto kedushah (holiness) in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, given the kri'ah to be
Kedoshim, with all the ones who in every place call on the name of Adoneinu, theirs and
ours, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

3 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM and Shalom from Elohim Avinu and Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

4 Modeh Ani (I give thanks) to my G-d always concerning you for the Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM having been given to you in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

5 That in everything you were enriched in Moshiach in all expression and kol da'as (all
knowledge),

6Even as the edut (testimony) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was confirmed in you,
7 So that you are not lacking in any matnat Elohim, awaiting the hisgalus (revelation) of

Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,
8Who also with chizzuk (strengthening)will confirm you ad es Ketz (until the time of the

End),† unreprovable in the Yom HASHEM, the Yom Adoneinu, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua.‡

9 Ne'eman (faithful) is HASHEM through whom you were called into the chavurah
(company, fellowship, society) of His Zun fun der Oybershter Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua Adoneinu.

10Now I exhort you, Achim b'Moshiach, b'Shem Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua, that you all speak the same thing and that there not be among you machlokot
(divisions of dissension),§ but that you may have achdus (unity) in the same mind and in
the sameway of thinking.

11For itwasmade clear tomeabout you, Achimb'Moshiachofmine, by theonesof Chloe,
that there is merivah (strife) among you.

12Now I say this, because each of you says, “I am of Sha'ul,” or, “I am of Apollos,” or “I am
of Kefa,” or “I am of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach!”

13HasMoshiachbeendivided? Surely Sha'ulwasnot for you theone talui alHaEtz (being
hanged on the Tree)?* Surely it was not in the name of Sha'ul that theMoshiachʼs tevilah in
themikvehmayimwas given to you?

14Modeh Ani HASHEM that to not one of you I gave Moshiachʼs tevilah, except Crispus
and Gaius,†

15Lest anyone should say that in my name youwere given theMoshiachʼs tevilah.
16 Now I gave Moshiachʼs tevilah also to Stephanasʼ household; as to the rest, I do not

know if I gaveMoshiachʼs tevilah to anyone else.
17 For Moshiach did not send me to give Moshiachʼs tevilah in the mikveh mayim, but

to preach the Besuras HaGeulah, not by means of the lomdes (cleverness, erudition) of the
rhetoric of Bnei Adam, lest the gevurah (power) of HaEtz HaKelalat HASHEM(the Tree of the
Curse of G-d)‡ of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach be buttel (cancelled out).

18 For the darshenen of HaEtz HaKelalat HASHEM(the Tree of the Curse of G-d)§ is
narrishkait to the ones perishing. But to us who are being delivered in Yeshu'at Eloheinu,
it is the gevurat HASHEM(the power of G-d).

19For it hasbeenwritten, Iwill destroyCHOCHMATCHACHAMAV (thewisdomof thewise
ones) U'VINAT NEVONAV (and the intelligence of the intelligent) I will set aside.*

20Where is the chacham (wise man)? Where is the sofer (scribe) of the yeshiva, where
is the talmid chacham? Where is the philosophical debater of the Olam Hazeh? Did
not HASHEM make the so-called chochmah (wisdom) of the Olam Hazeh to look like
narrishkait?†

21 For, als (since) — and this was by the chochmah of HASHEM — the Olam Hazeh did not
by its chochmah have da'as of HASHEM, G-dwas pleased through the “sichlut” (foolishness)
* 1:1Ac 18:17 † 1:8Dan 11:35 ‡ 1:8Am 5:18 § 1:10 Ro 11:18 * 1:13Dt 21:23 † 1:14 Ro 16:23 ‡ 1:17
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of the Hachrazah (Proclamation, Kerygma, Preaching) of the Besuras HaGeulah to save the
ma'aminim (believers).

22Yehudim ask for otot (signs)‡ and Yevanim (Greeks) seek chochmah,
23 But, we proclaim Moshiach and nivlato al haEtz (his body on the Tree):§ to Jews, a

michshol;* to Goyim, narrishkait (foolishness).
24Yet, to thosewhomHASHEMhas given the kri'ah† and summoned, to HaKeru'im (to the

Called Ones), both to Yehudim and to Yevanim Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the Gevurat
HASHEM and the Chochmat HASHEM.

25 For the so-called “sichlut” (foolishness) of HASHEM has more chochmah than Bnei
Adam, and the “weakness” of G-d has more koach (power) than Bnei Adam.‡

26For you see your kri'ah (call), Achimb'Moshiach, what youwere, that notmany of you
were chachamim (wise ones) by the standards of Bnei Adam, not many ba'alei hashpa'ah
(people of influence), not many ba'alei zchus (privileged).

27 But HASHEM in His bechirah (selection) chose the things of sichlut (foolishness), that
Hemight bring the chachamim to bushah (shame); andHASHEM inHis bechirah (selection)
chose the things of weakness that Hemight bring the strong to bushah (shame).

28 And those of the Olam Hazeh without mishpochah atzilah (noble birth) and those
whicharehanivzim§(thedespised)HASHEMchose, choosing the things that arenot, inorder
to bring to naught the things that are.

29 His tachlis (purpose) is that no basar (fallen humanity sold under the power of slave
master Chet Kadmon, Original Sin)* may boast before HASHEM.

30 But you are of HASHEM in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua who became to
us chochmah (wisdom) from HASHEM, our Tzidkanut (Righteousness) and our Kedushah
(Holiness) and our Geulah LaOlam (Redemption to the world),†

31 Al menat (in order that), as it has been written, YITHALLEL HAMITHALLEL
B'HASHEM‡(The one boasting let him boast in the L-rd).§

2
1When I came to you, Achim b'Moshiach, I did not come preaching and announcing to

you the sod HASHEM(mystery of G-d) as a ba'al melitzot (rhetorician, fine talker) or in the
excellence of chochmah.

2For I made the decision not to have da'as of anything among you except Moshiach and
nivlato al haEtz*(his body— gufa, bar-minen— on the Boim [Yiddish for tree]).

3 And I came to you† in weakness‡ and in yir'at Shomayim and in fear and in much
trembling I was with you,

4 And my speech and my hachrazah (proclamation, kyrygma, preaching) to you of the
BesurasHaGeulah ofHASHEMwas not in persuasivewords but in the demonstration of the
Ruach Hakodesh and the gevurat HASHEM(power of G-d),§

5 That the* emunah (faith) of you may not be in the [Olam Hazeh] “chochmah” of Bnei
Adam, but in the gevurat HASHEM.†

6 But we do speak chochmah (wisdom) to the man who is mevugar (mature, grown up),
to those with mature ruchaniyut (spirituality in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach), yet, it is a
chochmah (wisdom) not of the Olam Hazeh, neither of the rulers of the Olam Hazeh,‡ the
ones being brought to naught.§

7 But we speak the chochmah of HASHEM in a hidden sod (mystery),* which was nigzar
merosh (determined from the beginning, preordained, predestined, decided beforehand) by
HASHEM lifnei yemei haOlam (before the days of eternity) for our kavod (glory);†

8A chochmahwhich not one of the rulers of the OlamHazeh has known, for, if they had
had da'as, they would not have made talui al HaEtz HaKelalat HASHEM‡(being hanged on
the Tree of the Curse of G-d) the§ Adon HaKavod.*

9But even as it has beenwritten, Thingswhich no eye has seen and LO SHAMU (they had
not heard) nor did it come up into the heart of Bnei Adam, the things G-d prepared for the
ones who have ahavah for him.†
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10But HASHEM has made the hitgalut haSod (the revelation of the mystery) to us of these
things through the Ruach Hakodesh; for the Ruach Hakodesh searches all things, even the
deep things of G-d.

11For who of Bnei Adam has da'as of the things of Bnei Adam except the ruach of a man
in him? So also the things of G-d no one has known except the Ruach HASHEM.‡

12Nowwehave not received the ruach of the OlamHazeh but the RuachHakodesh from
HASHEM, that wemay have da'as of the things having been freely given to us by HASHEM,

13Which thingsalsowespeak, not indevarim (words) taughtbychochmahhaBneiAdam,
but in devarim taught by the RuachHakodesh,makingmidrash§ of the things of the Ruach
Hakodesh* bymeans of the words of the Ruach Hakodesh.

14But a natural persondoes not receive the things of the RuachHakodesh ofHASHEM, for
they are narrishkait (foolishness)† to him, and he is not able to have personal saving da'as
of them, because they are discerned in the Ruach Hakodesh.

15Now themanof theRuachHakodeshdiscerns all things, but, bynoone is hediscerned.
16 For, “Who has known the mind of HASHEM so as to instruct Him?”‡ But we have the

mind of Moshiach.

3
1 Achim b'Moshiach, I was not able to speak to you as to men of hitkhadshut and

ruchaniyut; I had to speak to you as bnei basar, as olalim b'Moshiach.
2Cholov I gave you to drink, not solid okhel (food), for youwere not yet able to receive it,

but neither yet are you able now.
3For still you are bnei basar (carnally-mindedbelievers). For als (since) there is still kinah

andmerivah (strife) among you,* are you not bnei basar, by the standards of Bnei Adam?
4For, whenever anyone says, “I am of Sha'ul,” but another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not

as anshei shechichim (ordinarymen)?
5 What then is Apollos? And what is Sha'ul? Klei kodesh ministers of Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, through whom you came to emunah, even as to each one a task was given
by Adoneinu.

6 I planted, Apollos watered, but HASHEM gave the increase.
7Therefore, neither is the one planting anything nor the one watering, but it is the One

giving the increase—HASHEM!
8Now the one planting and the one watering are be'ichud (united), and, each one will

receive his own sachar (reward) according to his own amal (toil).†
9Forwe are fellow po'alim (workers) of HASHEM, you are the sadehHASHEM(field of G-d),

you are HASHEMʼs binyan (building).‡
10According to theChenv'ChesedHASHEMhavingbeen given tomeas abannai chacham

(wisebuilder), I laid a yesod (foundation), andanother builds on it. But, let eachonebeware
how he builds on it.

11 For no other yesod other than the one that has been laid can be laid: Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.§

12 Now if anyone builds on the yesod with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
stubble,

13Thema'aseh (work) of each bannaiwill become evident, for, haYom*willmake it have
itshisgalus, becausebyEish (Fire) it is revealed; and theEish (Fire) itselfwill test thequality
of each oneʼs ma'aseh.†

14 If anyoneʼs ma'aseh he built on the yesod will survive,‡ a sachar (reward)§ he will
receive;

15 If anyoneʼsma'asehwill be consumed, hewill suffer loss, but hehimselfwill be saved,*
yet so as through Eish (fire).

16 Do you not have da'as that you are a Heikhal HASHEM and the Ruach Hakodesh of
HASHEM dwells in you?

17 If anyone attempts to cause churban to theHeikhalHASHEM, G-dwill destroy thisman,
for the Heikhal HASHEM is kadosh, and you [plural] are that Heikhal.

18Let no onedeceive himself: if anyonepresumes to be chachamamong you in theOlam
Hazeh, let him become a kesil (fool), that hemay become chacham.†
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19 For the chochmah (wisdom) of Olam Hazeh is narrishkait (foolishness)with HASHEM.
For it has beenwritten, LOCHEDCHACHAMIMBE'ARMAM (Hecatches thewise in their own
craftiness).‡

20And again, HASHEM YODE'AMACHSH'VOT ADAMKI HEMAHHEVEL (The L-rd knows
the thoughts of the wise that they are empty vanity).§

21 So let no one boast in Bnei Adam, for all things belong to you,
22Whether Sha'ul or Apollos or Kefa or HaOlam (the world) or Chayyim (Life) or Mavet

(Death) or things present or things to come; all things are yours,
23And you areMoshiachʼs andMoshiach is HASHEMʼs.

4
1 So let a man consider us as Gabba'im of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach and mefakkechim

(stewards, supervisors) of the sodot (mysteries) of HASHEM.
2Moreover, it is sought in mefakkechim that one be found that has ne'emanut (faithful-

ness).
3 But to me it is a very small thing that I be brought, as it were, before your Bet Din for

you to play dayanim (religious judges) judging me, or that I am judged by Bnei Adam on
theirmerely human YomHaDin; I do not even act as Dayan (Judge of a Rabbinical Court) of
myself.

4 I am aware of nothing against myself, but not in this have I been yitzdak (justified); it is
the L-rd who is my Shofet (Judge).*

5 Therefore, do not judge anything before the time, until the Bias Adoneinu,† who both
will bring to Ohr (Light) the hidden things of the choshech (darkness) and manifest the
motives of the levavot. And then the tehillah (praise) each one will receive will be from
HASHEM.‡

6 Now these things, Achim b'Moshiach, I made a dimyon (comparison) applied with
respect tomyself andApollos for your sake, that throughusyoumay learnnot to gobeyond
what things have been written,§ lest you are puffed up as ba'alei ga'avah (conceited,
haughty persons) in favor of one or against the other.

7Forwhomakes you so distinguished? And, by theway,what do youhavewhich youdid
not receive? And if indeed you were given it, why this ga'avah, this boastfulness as if you
had not received it?

8 Already you have so much, already you ascended to osher (riches) and without us
[Shlichim]! You becamemelechim (kings); I would that you did indeed becomemelechim
that also wemight reign as melechimwith you.

9 For, omein, I believe that HASHEM has exhibited us, the Shlichim of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, as last in the program, condemned to death, because, like wretches under
a mishpat mavet (death sentence), we became displayed in the arena for the eyes of the
OlamHazeh, malachim as well as Bnei Adam.*

10We are kesilim (fools) because of Moshiach, but you are chachamim in Moshiach; we
are weak, but you are strong; you are treated with honor; we dishonor.

11 Until the present sha'ah (hour) we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are
beaten and homeless.

12Andwe have parnasah, toiling with our own hands; being reviled, wemake a bracha;
being persecuted, we endure it:

13Being defamed by loshon hora, we conciliate. We have become what the earth wants
swept out the door, something considered trash the OlamHazeh wants removed.†

14 The purpose of this iggeret is not to bring you under bushah (shame). I write these
things as admonishingmy beloved yeladim.

15 For, though you may have in Moshiach morei derech numbering ten thousand, you
have not many avot, for inMoshiach through the Besuras HaGeulah I‡ became your abba.

16Therefore, I encourage you, imitate me.
17 Because of this very thing, I sent Timotiyos to you who is my beni haahuv (beloved

son) and ne'eman (faithful), trustworthy in HASHEM, who will remind you of my derech
baKodesh inMoshiach, even as I give shiurim everywhere in every kehillah.

18Now as to my coming to you, somewere puffed up,§
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19But I will come shortly to you, im yirtzeh HASHEM(if the L-rd wills), and I will find out
not the speech of the ones having been puffed up but the ko'ach (power).

20 For the Malchut HASHEM depends not on the talk [of the ish sefatayim (the eloquent
speaker)] but on ko'ach (power).

21What do youwant? That I should come to you, so to speak, with an abbaʼs switch or in
ahavah and an anavat ruach (a spirit of meekness)?

5
1 Zenut (fornication) is actually reported among you, and such zenut which is not even

among the Goyim, that one of you Corinthians has the isha (wife) of his abba.*
2 And you have been puffed up with ga'avah (pride). Should you not rather have been

filledwith agmat nefesh (grief), so that hewho has done this would have been taken away
from among you?

3For I indeed being not present in habasar but being not absent in the Ruach Hakodesh
have already, as being present, pronounced the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs Bet Din
mishpat on the one who has done such a thing.

4 In the name of Adoneinu Yehoshua, when you have assembled in your shul† and I am
with you by the same Ruach Hakodesh along with the gevurat Adoneinu Yehoshua,

5 You are to transmit and hand over to HaSatan such a person for the churban of the
basar,‡ that his neshamahmay be spared in the YomHASHEM.§

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not have da'as that a little chametz all the mixture
leavens?

7Purge out the old chametz (leavened bread), that youmay be issa chadasha (newdough,
batzek, deaf dough, having no indication of fermentation), as you are indeed like matzot
(unleavened bread). More than that, our Korban Pesach has been sacrificed, Moshiach.*

8 So let us celebrate Pesach, not with old chametz, nor with the chametz of kavvanah
ra'ah (malice) andwickedness, but withmatzot of kenut (sincerity) and emes.†

9 Iwrote to you in the iggeret not tomixwith those engaging in acts of zenut (fornication),
10Notmeaning to completelydisassociate fromthezannayimof theOlamHazehor those

guilty of chamdanut (greed) and the ones practicing hona'ah (swindling) or those guilty of
avodah zarah (idolworship), als (since) in that case youwouldhave to exit theOlamHazeh.

11 But, now I wrote to you not to mix with any “Ach b'Moshiach” who is a zannay
(fornicator) or a kamtzan (miser) or an oved elilim (idolater) or a megadef (reviler) or a
shikkor (drunkard) or a shoded (robber); with such a man do not sit at tish (table), do not
share betzi'at halechem (breaking of bread).

12 For what is it to me to sit as a dayan in the Bet Din and then judge ones outside the
kehillah? Will your Bet Din not judge the ones within [the kehillah]?

13But the outsidersHASHEM judges. UVI'ARTAHARAMIKKIR'BECHA (Youmust purge the
evil from among you).‡

6
1Does anyone of you having a dispute with an Ach b'Moshiach dare to be judged before

the resha'im (unrighteous, evildoers) and not before the Bet Din of the Kedoshim?
2Or do you not have da'as that the Kedoshim will sit in mishpat over the Olam Hazeh?

And if the Olam Hazeh is to be judged by you, are you incompetent dayanim to try the
smallest cases?

3Do you lack da'as that the malachimwill come before our Bet Din? Not to mention the
things of OlamHazeh!

4 If, then, you have cases concerningmatters of the OlamHazeh, how could you appoint
as your Bet Din dayanimmenwho have no standing in the kehillah?

5 I speak to your bushah (shame). Is there not among you even one chacham (wiseman)
whowill be able to sit in mishpat between his Achim b'Moshiach?

6 But an Ach b'Moshiach takes another Ach b'Moshiach to court, and this before the
courtroom of Apikorosim (Unbelievers)?

7Already, therefore, it is a total defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another.
Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be cheated?

8But you yourselves do wrong and practice hona'ah (cheating), and this to your Achim
b'Moshiach.

* 5:1 Lv 18:8 † 5:4 Ro 2:2 ‡ 5:5 1C 3:16-17 § 5:5 Am 5:18; Mal 3:19; Yoel 2:1-17 * 5:7 Ex 12:3-6,21 † 5:8
Ex 12:14,15; Dt 16:3 ‡ 5:13 Dt 17:7; 19:19; 22:21,24; 24:7
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9 Or do you not have da'as that the resha'im (unrighteous ones) will not inherit the
Malchut HASHEM? Do not be deceived! Neither zannayim (fornicators), nor ovdei elilim
(idolaters), nor mena'afim (adulterers), nor effeminate call boys nor homosexuals,*

10 Nor ganavim (thieves), nor kamtzanim (misers), nor shikkorim (drunkards), nor
megadefim (revilers), nor the ones doing hona'ah (swindling) — none of these will inherit
the Malchut HASHEM.

11And some of you were these things. But you were washed and made tehorim (clean),
you weremade to be AmKadosh, you weremade to be yitzdak imHASHEM in the name of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu and in the Ruach Hakodesh of Eloheinu.

12 “All things to me are proper!”† But not all things are beneficial. “All things to me are
proper!” But I will not bemastered by anything.

13 “Okhel (food) for the stomach and the stomach for okhel, butHASHEMwill destroy both
oneand theother;”‡ but thebody is not for zenut but forHASHEM, andHASHEM for thebody.

14And HASHEM brought about the Techiyah fromHaMesim forMoshiach Adoneinu and
will also bring about the Techiyas HaMesim for us through His gevurah (power).

15 Do you not have da'as that your gufot (bodies) are evarim (members, limbs) of
Moshiach? Should I then take the evarim (members) of Moshiach and make them evarim
(members) of a zonah (prostitute)? Chas v'Shalom! (G-d forbid!)

16 Or do you not have da'as that of the one joining himself to a zonah, that V'HAYU
L'VASAR ECHAD (And theywill be as one flesh)?§

17But the onewith deveykus*(cleaving, attachment) toHASHEMhas achdus (union) in the
Ruach Hakodesh with Elohim.

18 Flee zenut!† “Every chet is outside the body,” [you say]. But the one guilty of zenut
commits chet against the body itself.

19Or have you no da'as that your body is a Heikhal HASHEM of the Ruach Hakodesh in
you, whom you have fromHASHEM, and you are not your own?

20 For [the Geulah redemption of] you [from the Golus of Chet] was purchased with a
price; therefore, bring kavod to HASHEMwith your gufot.‡

7
1Now, concerning the things in your iggeret, letʼs take up the next inyan (topic): “It is

beneficial for a man not to touch an isha.”*
2But, because of the acts of zenut, let eachBenAdamhavehis own Isha, and let each Isha

have her own Ba'al (Husband).
3 Let the ba'al render the conjugal choiv (debt) to his isha, and likewise also the isha to

her ba'al (husband).
4 It is not the isha who has samchut (authority) over her own body, but the ba'al

(husband); likewise, also it is not the ba'al (husband)who has samchut over his own body,
but the isha.

5 Do not deprive each other, unless by agreement for a set time, that you may renew
zerizut (diligence) to tefillah (prayer) and again youmay be together, lest HaSatan lead you
into nissayon (temptation) because of your lack of shlitah atzmi (self-control).†

6But I say this according to concession,‡ not according to§mitzvoh.
7 But, I wish kol Bnei Adam even to be as I am; however, [this is impossible since] each

has his ownmatanah (gift) fromHASHEM: one this; and another that.
8 But, I say to the bochrim and the almanot (widows), it is beneficial for them if they

remain as I am;
9But if they do not have shlitah atzmi, let themmarry. For better it is tomarry thanwith

Eish to be set ablaze.
10 But to the ones having entered bibrit hanissuim (in covenant of marriage), I charge,

not I but Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu, an isha is not to separate from her ba'al
(husband).*

11But, if indeed she is separated, let her remain so, or be reconciled toher basherter; and
a ba'al should not leave his isha.

* 6:9 Job 13:9; Lv 18:20; Dt 22:22; Lv 18:22 † 6:12 1C 10:23 ‡ 6:13 1C 1:8; 3:13; 5:5 § 6:16 Gn 2:24 * 6:17Dt

11:22 † 6:18 Prov 6:23—7:27 ‡ 6:20 Ps 74:2 * 7:1 i.e., postpone the chasunoh (wedding) † 7:5 Ex 19:15; 1Sm

21:4,5 ‡ 7:6 in view of 5:1-5; 6:12-20 § 7:6 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs * 7:10Mal 2:14-16
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12But, to the rest I — Sha'ul — not Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu, say: if any Ach
b'Moshiach has an isha who is an Apikoros and she is willing to live with him, let him not
leave her;

13And if an isha has a ba'al (husband)who is an Apikoros, and he is willing to dwell with
her, let her not leave her ba'al (husband).

14 For,† the ba'al who is an Apikoros is mekudash b'Ruach Hakodesh (set apart as holy
in the Ruach Hakodesh) by the isha, and the isha who is an Apikoros likewise by the Ach
b'Moshiach; otherwise, your yeladim are tema'im (unclean); but now they are tehorim
(clean).‡

15But, if the one who is an Apikoros separates and departs, let the separation occur; the
Achb'Moshiach has not been enslaved, or theAchot b'Moshiach in such cases; butHASHEM
has given you a kri'ah b'shalom.

16 For how do you know, isha, if you will not bring your basherter (destined mate), your
ba'al, to Yeshu'at Eloheinu?

17Only each of you walk the derech§ to which you were called by HASHEM.* This is my
charge in all the kehillot of Moshiach.

18 If as a ben Berit with bris milah anyone received their kri'ah, let him not conceal it;
if anyone without bris milah has been called, let him without bris milah not undergo bris
milah.

19Bris milah is not everything; nor is the lack of it; but being shomermitzvot HASHEM.
20Each one walk the derech of his kri'ah (calling, summons), and remain there.
21 If while a bond servant youwere called, do not let it consume you, although if you can

gain your deror (freedom, liberty),† do so.
22 For, the one in HASHEM having been called while a bond servant is‡ Adoneinuʼs ben

Chorin (freedman); likewise, the one having been called while a ben Chorin is the Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiachʼs bond servant.

23Youwere bought with a pidyon nefesh price; do not become avadim haBnei Adam.
24Each onewherever on the derech of Chayyim hewas called, Achim b'Moshiach, there

let him remain in deveykus with HASHEM.
25 Next sugya (topic): concerning the betulot (virgins). A mitzvoh of Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach Adoneinu I do not have, but a bit of wisdom I offer as one who by the
rachamimHASHEM is ne'eman (faithful).

26 I consider therefore, it to be beneficial, because of the impending Crisis§ that you
remain as you are.

27Have you entered bibrit hanissuim (in covenant ofmarriage)with an isha? Donot seek
to be free. Are you freed from an isha? Do not seek an isha.

28But if indeedyouenter bibrit hanissuim (in covenantofmarriage), there is no chet; and
if the betulah (virgin)marries, there is no averah in that for her. But such will have tzoros
in the basar, which I am trying to spare you.*

29Now this I say, Achim b'Moshiach, the time [until HaKetz] has been shortened. From
now on, let those having nashim live as if not having nashim,

30And let the onesweeping as notweeping, and let the ones having simcha as not having
simcha, and let the ones buying as not possessing,

31And let the ones using the OlamHazeh as not fully using it, for the present form of the
OlamHazeh is passing away.

32 But I would have you free from de'agot (worries). The ben Adam without isha cares
for the things of HASHEM, how hemay please HASHEM.

33But the one having taken an isha cares for the things of the Olam Hazeh, how he may
please his isha,

34 And he has been divided.† Both the isha free of a ba'al or the betulah cares for the
things of HASHEM, that she may be tehorah spiritually and physically. But the isha with a
ba'al cares for the things of the OlamHazeh, how shemay please her ba'al.

35 Now, this I say for your own benefit, not that I may throw a noose on your deror
(freedom),‡ but I speak with respect to what is decent, seemly, and sits well with HASHEM,
without distraction [in avodas kodesh].§

36However, if anyone thinks he does not have proper hitnahagut (conduct) toward the
betulah of his eirusin (betrothal, engagement), and if he thinks his basherte (destinedmate)

† 7:14 T.N. following the principle of bikkurim ‡ 7:14Mal 2:15 § 7:17 T.N. according to HASHEMʼs tochnit or etzah
Ro 8:28 * 7:17 Ps 1:6 † 7:21 Lv 25:10 ‡ 7:22 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach § 7:26 i.e., the Chevlei Moshiach

and eschatological woes preceding the BiasMoshiach * 7:28Mt 24:19 † 7:34 1C 1:13 ‡ 7:35 Lv 25:10 § 7:35
Ps 86:11
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is getting along in years, and thus it has to be, what he desires, let him do; there is no chet,
let them enter bibrit hanissuim (in covenant of marriage).

37 But he who in his lev has settled the decision, not having the need [of conjugal
intimacy], but having mastery concerning his own desire, and thus he in his lev has
decided, not to enter bibrit hanissuimwith his betulah (virgin), he does well.

38So then both the one entering bibrit hanissuimwith his betulah doeswell, and the one
not entering bebrit hanissuimwith his arusah (betrothed)will do better.*

39An ishahas beenbound (bibrit hanissuim, in covenant ofmarriage) for so long a timeas
her ba'al lives, but if her ba'al should sleep the sleep of themesim, she is free to enter bibrit
hanissuimwith the ba'al she desires, but only in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu.

40However, happy is she, and even more so, if she remains as she is; and I think in this
bit of wisdom I am offering that I have the Ruach Hakodesh.

8
1Nowconcerning the sacrifice toanelil (idol inavodahzarah, idolworship),weknowthat

“we all possess da'as (knowledge).” But da'as puffs up (with ga'avah), but ahavah (agape)
builds up.*

2 If anyonepresumeshehasda'as of anything, hedoesnot yet haveda'as of thenecessary
da'as.

3But if a person has Ahavas HASHEM, HASHEM has da'as of that person.†
4Now concerning the eating of the okhel (food) at the mizbe'ach of avodah zarah which

is sacrificed to an elil (idol), wehaveda'as that an elil is nothing in theworld, and that there
is no G-d but ECHAD.‡

5 For even if there are§ so-called “g-ds,” whether in Shomayim or on ha'aretz, even as
there are so-called “g-ds”many and “l-rds”many,

6Yet in fact for us we have da'as that there is ADONOI ECHAD (L-rd is One),*HASHEM AV
ECHAD L'CHULLANU (One Father of us all),† from whom are all things, and we exist for
HASHEM, and there is AdonEchad,‡MoshiachYehoshua,§ throughwhomare all things and
we through him.

7However, not kolBneiAdamhave thisda'as (knowledge). Someare soaccustomed to the
elil (idol) until now that when they eat, they think of the okhel (food) as being sacrificed to
the elil in avodah zarah, and their matzpun (conscience), being weak, is made to be tameh
(defiled).

8But okhel (food)will not usher us into the presence of HASHEM; neither are we falling
short if we do not eat okhel, nor are we better if we eat.

9But beware lest somehow your cherut (freedom) becomes amichshol (stumbling block)
to the weak ones.

10 For if anyone sees you, the one having da'as (knowledge), eating in the temple of an
elil, will not the matzpun of him be strengthened so as to eat the okhel sacrificed to an elil
(idol) at themizbe'ach of avodah zarah?

11 For the one being weak [in emunah] is being destroyed by your “da'as,” the Ach
b'Moshiach for whomMoshiach died.

12 And thus by sinning against the Achim b'Moshiach and wounding their weak
matzpunim (consciences), you commit averos against Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

13Therefore, if okhel causesmyAch b'Moshiach to trip on amichshol, I should never eat
meat again, lest I cause my Ach b'Moshiach to stumble.

9
1Do I not have cherut?* Am I not a Shliach? Have I not seen Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

Adoneinu? Are you not my po'al (work) in Adoneinu?
2 If to others I am not a Shliach, surely I am to you, for you are the chotam (seal) of my

shlichus,† in HASHEM.
3My apologetic to the ones cross-examiningme is this:
4Do I not have the privilege of eating and drinking?
5 Is the privilege not mine to take an achot b'Moshiach as isha in my travels for Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiachʼs avodas kodesh, just as the rest of his Shlichim do and the Achim‡ of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu and Kefa?

6Or is it onlyBar-Nabbaand Iwhoaredenied theprivilege ofnotworkingat aparnasah?

* 7:38 1C 7:34 * 8:1 1C 14:1 † 8:3 Jer 1:5 ‡ 8:4 Dt 4:35,39; 6:4 § 8:5 in popular tradition * 8:6 Dt 6:4
† 8:6Mal 2:10 ‡ 8:6Mal 3:1 § 8:6 Zech 3:8; 6:11-12 * 9:1 in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach † 9:2 Ga 2:10
‡ 9:5 SeeMt 13:55



(I) LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN CORINTH 9:7 1271 (I) LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN CORINTH 10:3

7Whoever heard of someone serving as a chaiyal (soldier) but having to pay his own
wages for doing so? Who plants a kerem (vineyard) but does not eat the p'ri hakerem? And
who serves as a ro'eh (shepherd) over a flock and of the cholov (milk) of the flock does not
partake?§

8DoI say this according to thedvarhaBneiAdam? Ordoesnot theTorahsay these things?
9For, in the Torah ofMoshe* it has beenwritten, LOTACHSOMSHORBEDISHO (You shall

notmuzzle an ox treading grain).† Surely it is not for oxen that HASHEM is concerned.
10Or does he not speak altogether for our sake, and is it not for us that HASHEM says this?

Ken, for us, because itwaswritten that the one plowing ought to plowon in tikvah, and the
one threshing ought to partake with tikvah.

11 If we sowed spiritual things to you, is it too much if we reap in material things from
you?‡

12 If others over you can claim this privilege, canwenot evenmore? Butwedidnotmake
use of this privilege; we endure all things, lest any hindrancewe should give toMoshiachʼs
Besuras HaGeulah.

13Do you not have da'as that the kohanim serving in the Beis Hamikdash sherut (service
in the Temple) eat the things of the Beis Hamikdash; the kohanim attending the Mizbe'ach
(altar) have their share with theMizbe'ach (altar)?

14 So also Moshiach Adoneinu appointed the ones proclaiming the Besuras HaGeulah to
get their parnasah from the Besuras HaGeulah.

15But I have not used any of these privileges; I did not write these things that it might be
so with me; for itʼs better for me rather to die than that someone deprive me of my kavod
[in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Pp 1:21].

16For if I preach the Besuras HaGeulah there is nothing forme to boast about, als (since)
necessity is laid onme, for Oy Li (Woe tome!) if I do not preach the Besuras HaGeulah.§

17For, if I do this willingly, I have a sachar (reward), but if unwillingly, then a ne'emanut
(trusteeship), a kehunah for the Besuras HaGeulah* has been entrusted to me.

18 What then is my sachar (reward)? That in preaching as a maggid of the Besuras
HaGeulah, I may make the Besuras HaGeulah free of charge, so as not to make full use
of my right in the Besuras HaGeulah.

19For being no indentured servant to any one of the Bnei Adam, Imademyself a servant
[working for nothing] to kol Bnei Adam, that I might win themore.

20And I became to the Yehudimas a Yehudi, that Imightwin Yehudim; to the ones under
Gezetz, I became as under Gezetz — not being myself under [the epoch of] Gezetz† — that
the ones under Gezetz I might win;

21To the ones without Gezetz, as without Gezetz, though not being without the Torah of
Hashem‡ but being under Moshiachʼs Torah,§ that I might win the ones without Gezetz.

22 I became weak to the weak ones that I might win the weak ones. I have become all
things to kol Bnei Adam, that by all means I might save some.

23 And all things I do because of the Besuras HaGeulah that a fellow partaker and
deveykus sharer in it I may become.

24Do you not have da'as that the ones running on a race course all indeed run, but it is
only one who receives the prize? So run that youmay obtain the prize.

25And everyone competing in the [Olympic] games in all things exercises shlitah atzmi:
those ones, therefore, that theymay obtain a perishable wreath; but we, an imperishable.

26Therefore, I run not as onewithout a goal that is kovua (fixed, set). I box as not beating
the air.

27 But I do more than merely spar with my basar; I pommel it and keep it under strict
subjection, so that after I am the maggid to others, I myself will not become declared
ineligible.

10
1 I do not want you to be without da'as, Achim b'Moshiach, that Avoteinu all were under

the anan*(cloud) and passed through the sea,†
2And all into Moshe Rabbenuwere given tevilah in the anan (cloud) and in the sea,
3And all of the same spiritual okhel (food) ate,‡

§ 9:7 Dt 20:6; Prov 27:18 * 9:9 Rabbenu † 9:9 Dt 25:4 ‡ 9:11 Ro 15:27 § 9:16 Jer 20:9 * 9:17 Ro 15:16
† 9:20 Ro 8:2 ‡ 9:21 Ac 21:23 § 9:21 Ro 15:8; Isa 42:4 * 10:1 Ex 13:21-22 † 10:1 Ex 14:22-25 ‡ 10:3 Ex
16:4,35; Dt 8:3; Ps 78:24-29
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4And all of the same spiritual drink drank, for theywere drinking from a spiritual TZUR
following them,§ and that TZURwasMoshiach.

5 But HASHEM was not pleased with most of them, for they were strewn about in the
desert, VAYISHCHATEM BAMIDBAR (thenHe slaughtered them in the desert).*

6 Now these things occurred as moftim (examples) for us, in order that we would not
crave what is ra'ah as they did.†

7Neither should you become ovdei elilim (idolaters), as some of them did, as it has been
written, “And the people sat to eat and to drink and they got up to revel.”‡

8Neither should we commit zenut as some of them committed zenut and fell in one day
twenty-three thousand.§

9 Neither let us tempt Moshiach, as some of them put Moshiach to the test, and by
nechashim (serpents)were being destroyed.*

10Neither should we murmur and grumble even as some of them VAYILONU (and they
murmured)† and they were destroyed by the destroyer.‡

11Now, these things happened to those ones asmoftim (examples), but it waswritten for
our admonition, to whom the Kitzei HaOlamim has come.

12 So then the one that presupposes that he stands, let him take care lest he fall.
13 No nissayon (temptation) has overtaken you, except that which is common to Bnei

Adam, but, HASHEM is ne'eman (faithful),§ whowill not let you to be brought into nissayon
beyond what you are able, but will make with the nissayon also the derech [Tzaddikim]*
as a way out for you to be able to endure.

14Therefore, my chaverim, flee from avodah zarah.
15 I speak as to thinkingmen; you judge what I say.
16TheKosHaBracha (CupofBlessing)overwhichwesay theBracha, is it not a [Mizbe'ach]

sharing and deveykus participation in the Korban Pesach death and kapporah of Moshi-
ach? Thematzohwhichwe break, is this not a sharing and a deveykus participation in the
Guf HaMoshiach?

17 Because the matzoh is echad, we, many as we are, are one body, one new humanity,
for we all partake of thematzoh echad.

18 Observe Yisroel according to the basar. Are not the ones eating the korbanot
(sacrifices) partakers of the Mizbe'ach†(altar)?

19What then am I saying? That a sacrifice to an elil (idol) is anything or that an idol is
anything?

20No, the things which they sacrifice, YIZB'CHU LASHEDIM LO ELOHIM (They sacrificed
to demonswhichwere not G-d).‡ Now I do notwant you to become sharerswith the shedim
(demons).§

21Youarenot able todrink fromtheKosofHashemandalso fromtheKosHaShedim; you
are not able to partake of the shulchan of Hashem and the shulchan of shedim (demons).

22 Or is it that you would move HASHEM to kinah (jealousy)?* We don't think we are
stronger than He, do we?†

23 “All things are lawful?” But not all things are beneficial; “All things are lawful?” But
not all things edify.‡

24Let no one seek his own benefit but the benefit of the other.
25 Everything being sold in a meat market eat without raising qualms of matzpun

(conscience).
26For LAHASHEMHA'ARETZUMELOAH (The earth is the L-rdʼs and the fullness thereof).§
27 If anyone of the Apikorosim invites you and you want to go, eat everything being set

before you without raising qualms of matzpun (conscience).
28 But if anyone should say to you, “Zeh nizbach l'elil!” (This is sacrificed to an idol!),

do not eat out of consideration for that man who informed you and because of matzpun
(conscience).
§ 10:4 Ex 17:6; Num 20:11; Ps 78:15; 105:41 * 10:5 Num 14:16,23,29-30; Ps 78:31 † 10:6 Num 11:4,34; Ps 106:14
‡ 10:7 Ex 32:6 § 10:8 Num 25:1,9. T.N. if Rav Sha'ul is not giving the number that died in one day, a very famous
and devastating twenty-four hour period, (with Num 25:4 mentioning other executions and the subsequent total being
24,000,Num24:9), thenRavSha'ul is referring to thosewhodied inEx32:35, quotingashedoesEx32:6 in1C10:7 * 10:9
Ex 17:2; Num 21:5-6; Ps 78:18; 95:9; 106:4 † 10:10 Ex 15:24; 16:2; 17:3; Num 14:2,29; 17:6 ‡ 10:10 Num 14:2,36;
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29But I speaknot aboutyourmatzpunbutabout thematzpunof theotherman, forwhy is
my cherut (freedom) brought into mishpat (judgment) by anotherʼs matzpun (conscience)?

30 If I partake with Birkat Hamazon (grace aftermeals), why am I blamed for what I give
todah (thanks)?

31Whether, therefore, you eat or youdrink orwhatever youdo, do all things to the kavod
(glory) of HASHEM.*

32Be without michshol both to Yehudim and to Yevanim and to the Kehillah of HASHEM,
33 even as I also please Bnei Adam in all things, not seeking my own advantage but that

of themany, that theymay be brought to Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

11
1Become imitators of me as I also am an imitator of Moshiach.*
2Now, I commend you that in all things you have remembered me and you hold fast to

themasoret torat haShlichim just as I transmitted and handed them over to you.†
3But Iwant you to have da'as that Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach is the rosh (head) of every

one of the Bnei Adam, and the rosh of an isha is the ben Adam (Man, Ba'al),‡ and the rosh
of Moshiach is HASHEM.§

4 Every ben Adam davening or speaking forth a nevu'ah (prophecy) having anything
hanging down over his rosh brings bushah (shame) upon his rosh.

5 But every isha davening or speaking forth a nevu'ah (prophecy) in shul, begile rosh
(with head uncovered), brings bushah (shame) upon her rosh, for it is one and the same
thing to uncover the rosh as it is for the rosh of the isha having been shaved.*

6 For, if an isha is not covered, also let her be shorn. But als (since) it is in fact a thing of
bushah (shame) for an isha to be shorn or to be shaved, let her be covered.

7For a benAdam indeed ought not to be covered on the rosh, being the demutHASHEM†

and the kavod HASHEM, and the Isha being the kavod (glory), the glorious reflection of
Adam.‡

8For Adam is not out of the Isha but Isha out of Adam (Man).§
9 Indeed,Adamwasnot createdbecauseof the Isha, but the IshabecauseofAdam (Man).*
10Because of this, the Isha ought to have a kesut rosh (head covering) ofmarut (authority,

discipline) on her rosh because of themalachim.
11 However, neither is Isha without Adam (Man) nor Adam (Man) without Isha in

HASHEM.
12 For just as the Isha comes out of Adam (Man),† so also the ben Adam (Man) comes

through the Isha‡ but all things are of HASHEM.§
13You yourselves be the dayan (judge): is it fitting for an isha to offer tefillos to HASHEM*

begile rosh (with head uncovered)?
14Does not teva (nature) itself give you the shiur (lesson) that if a ben Adamwears a long

hair-do of a ladyʼs coiffure, it is a dishonor to him?
15But if an ishawears a longhairdo of a ladyʼs coiffure, it is her kavod?† Because the long

hairhasbeengiven toher insteadof the sterntichel (kerchief)orkesut rosh (headcovering).
16 But if anyone presumes in his thinking to be contentious, we have no such minhag,

nor do the kehillot of HASHEM.‡
17 But in giving the divrei Torah that follows I give no commendation,§ because when

you assemble as the shul of Moshiach, it is not for the better that you assemble, but for the
worse.

18Ershtins (first of all), indeedwhen you come together as the kehillah* I hear there exist
machlokot†(divisions) and schisms among you, and partly I believe it.

19 For it is necessary also for kitot (sects) of minut (heresy), of kefirah (heresy, denial) to
be among you that also the approved ones may becomemanifest among you.‡

20 Therefore, your farbrengen gatherings in one kahal (community) are not for the
purpose of havingMoshiachʼs Tish.

21For each one rushes aheadwith his own seudah (meal). One is hungerik (hungry), one
has passed out in his schnapps.

22Hey, youpeople, doyounothavehouses inwhich toeatand todrink? Ordoyoudespise
the Kehillah (congregation) of G-d? And do you bring bushah (shame), even humiliation,

* 10:31 Zech 14:21 * 11:1 see Ac 21:18-26 † 11:2 see Yd 1:3 ‡ 11:3Gn 3:16 § 11:3Gn 3:16 * 11:5Dt 21:12
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on the ones having nothing? What should I say to you? Will I commend you? In this I do
not commend you people!

23For I received from Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu that which also I transmit-
ted and handed on to you, that Adoneinu Yehoshua, on the very lailah (night) in which he
was betrayed, took the Pesachmatzoh,

24 And, having made the HaMotzi, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach offered the betzi'at
halechem (breaking of the bread) and said, ZEHHUVESARI HANNIVTZA BA'ADCHEM; ZOT
ASU L'ZIKRONI. (This is my flesh, which is broken on your behalf. Do this inmemory ofme.)

25 In like manner, after eating the [Pesach] seudah, also [after the bracha over] the
[Kiddush] Cup, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach said, This§ Kos (Cup) is the BRIT CHADASHA*
inmy DAHM (blood).† This do, as often as you drink, in ZIKARON‡(remembrance) of me.

26 For as often as you eat this Pesach matzoh and drink from this Pesach Kiddush
Cup, you do proclaim the mavet§ of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu until the Bias
HaMoshiach.

27Therefore, whoever eats the Pesach matzoh or drinks the Kiddush Cup of* Adoneinu
unworthily will be guilty and answerable for the basar and the dahm of† Adoneinu.

28But let a benAdamapply cheshbonhanefesh to himself and in thatmanner let himeat
of the Pesachmatzoh and let him drink of the Pesach Kiddush Cup.

29For theoneeatinganddrinking is theoneeatinganddrinkingmishpat tohimselfwhen
not discerning the basar (body).

30Because of this, many among you are weak and there are cholim (sick) and a number
are sleeping the sleep of themesim.

31But if wewere judging ourselves,‡wewould not be brought intomishpat (judgment).§
32But, being brought intomishpat (judgment) by HASHEM, we are being disciplined, that

wemay not be condemned* with the OlamHazeh.†
33 Therefore, Achim b'Moshiach of mine, when you have your farbrengen gatherings

and you gather for Tish, wait for one another.
34 If anyone is so hungerik‡(hungry) [that he cannot wait], in his home let him eat, lest

for mishpat you have kehillah. And as far as the hemshech (remaining part) is concerned,
whenever I come I will set b'seder (in order).

12
1 Now I do not want you to lack da'as concerning the things of the Ruach Hakodesh,

Achim b'Moshiach.
2 You have da'as that when you WERE Goyim,* somehow you were influenced and led

astray to the ELILIM ILLEMIM (Dumb idols, idols incapable of speech).†
3 Therefore, I make known to you that no one speaking by the Ruach Hakodesh of

HASHEM says, “Al Yehoshua ki Cheremhu” (a curse of the banof destruction is onYehoshua),
and no one is able to say, “Yehoshua hu HaAdon” except by the Ruach Hakodesh.

4There are different kinds of matanot (gifts), but the same Ruach Hakodesh.
5There are different avodot hakodesh (ministries), but the one Adonoi.
6And there are a variety of activities [of the RuachHakodesh], but the sameG-dworking

all in all.
7But to each is given the disclosure of the Ruach Hakodesh for benefit:
8 To one through the Ruach Hakodesh is given a dvar chochmah (a dvar of wisdom);‡ to

another, according to the same Ruach Hakodesh, a dvar da'as (word of knowledge);§
9Toanother, by the sameRuachHakodesh, emunah (faith);* to another, by the oneRuach

Hakodesh, matanot harippuy (gifts of healing);†
10 to another those of cholel niflaot (accomplishing miracles).‡ And to another divrei

hanevu'ah (words of prophecy),§ and to another discernings (being about to make a nafka
mina distinction) of ruchot (spirits),* to another kinds of leshonot (tongues),† and to
another, pitronim (interpretations) of leshonot (tongues).‡

11 All these things are activated by the one and same Ruach Hakodesh, distributing
individually to each one as He determines.
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12 For even as the body is echad, and has many evarim (members), and all the evarim
(members) of the body, thoughmany, are one body, so is Moshiach.

13 For also in one Ruach Hakodesh we were all given mikveh tevilah into one body,
whether Yehudim or Yevanim (Greeks), whether avadim (slaves) or bnei Chorin (freed-
man), and all were given to drink, as it were, from one Ruach Hakodesh.

14For the body is not one, but many evarim (members).
15 If the regel (foot) says, “Because I amnot a yad (hand), I amnot of the body,” thatwould

not make it any less one of the evarim of the body.
16And if the ozen (ear) says, “Because I amnoayin (eye), I amnot of the body,” thatwould

not make it any less one of the evarim of the body.
17 If the whole body were an ayin (eye), where would be the hearing? If the whole body

were hearing, where would be the smelling?
18 But now HASHEM set the evarim (members), each one of them, in the body according

to His ratzon (will), as He wanted.
19And if all were all one evar (member), where would the body be?
20As it is, though there are many evarim (members), there is but one body.
21And the ayin (eye) is not able to say to the yad (hand), “I do not have need of you.” Or,

again, the rosh (head), speaking to the raglayim (feet), is not to say, “I have no need of you.”
22 Just the opposite, the evarim of the body appearing to be weaker are vital.
23 And those evarim of the body which we presume to be dishonorable, on these we

clothewith evenmore honor, and our parts with lesser kibbud (respect, honor) are treated
with greater.

24Whereas, our evarim with greater kibbud have no need of more. However, HASHEM
has so composed the achdus yichudim (unit, harmony of unifications) of the body, giving
the superior kibbud to the inferior,

25 lest there be schisms§ in the body. But the evarim should have the same gemilut
chasadim (deeds of lovingkindness and caring) for one another.

26Andwhen one evar (member) has tza'ar (pain and suffering), all the evarim (members)
have tza'ar with it; or one evar has the aliyah of kibbud, all the evarim has simcha with it.

27Now you areMoshiachʼs body* and individually evarim of it.
28Now HASHEM placed some in the Adat HaMoshiach (community of Moshiach), in the

Kehillah, rishon (first): shlichim, second, nevi'im, third, morim (teachers), then those of
cholel nifla'aot (accomplishing miracles),† then matanot harippuy (gifts of healing), then
matanot of helps, then manhigut ruchanit (spiritual leadership, administration), kinds of
leshonot.

29 Surely not all are shlichim? Surely not all are nevi'im? Surely not all are rabbinical
morim? Surely not all are those cholel nifa'ot (accomplishingmiracles)?

30 Surely not all have matanot harippuy (gifts of healing)? Surely not all speak in
leshonot?‡ Surely not all have the pitron (interpretation) of leshonot?

31But earnestly desire the greater matanot (gifts) [of the Ruach Hakodesh].
And yet now I show you amore feste derech.§

13
1 If in the leshonot of Bnei Adam andmalachim I speak, but I do not have ahavah, I have

become only a sounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
2And if I have nevu'ah and have da'as of all sodot and all da'as, and if I have all emunah

so as to removemountains, but ahavah I do not have, I am nothing.
3And if I'm amarbitz tzedaka and give all I possess in gemilut chasadim and if I givemy

body al kiddush HASHEM for sereifah (death by burning), but ahavah I do not have, I have
gained nothing.*

4 Ahavah suffers long; ahavah is kind; ahavah does not have kinah; ahavah does not
brag; ahavah is not puffed up in ga'avah (conceit, pride);

5 ahavah does not behave shamelessly; ahavah does not in anochiyut insist on its own
way; ahavah is not touchy and vindictive, keeping a record of wrongs.†

§ 12:25 1C 1:10; 11:18 * 12:27 Gn 47:18-19 † 12:28 Ex 4:21 ‡ 12:30 cf. 1C 14:23,26 § 12:31 Rav Sha'ul now
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6Ahavah does not find simcha in evil, but rejoices in HaEmes.
7Ahavah covers all things,‡ believes all things, has tikvah (hope), even savlanut, for all

things.
8 Ahavah never fails. However, divrei nevu'ah will be abolished; leshonot will cease;

da'as will come to an end.
9For we have da'as in part, and we have divrei nevu'ah is part.
10But when shleimah (completion) comes, the teilvaiz (partial)will disappear.
11When I was a yeled, I used to speak like one, think like one, reason like one. But when

I becamemevugar (mature), I put away kinderyohrn.§
12 For still we see through a mirror indistinctly. But then,* distinctly, panim el panim.

Now I have da'as only in part; then I will have da'as fully, even as also HASHEM had full
da'as of me.†

13But now remain emunah, tikvah, and ahavah, these shalosh (three). And the greatest
of these is ahavah.

14
1Pursue ahavah (agape), and eagerly desire the things of the Ruach Hakodesh (matanot

HaRuach Hakodesh), and especially that you may speak forth a dvar hanevu'ah (word of
prophecy).

2 For the one speaking in a lashon (tongue) speaks not to Bnei Adam but to HASHEM;
for no one grasps with their ears, but the speaker by the Ruach Hakodesh speaks sodot
(mysteries).

3 However, the one speaking forth divrei nevu'ah (words of prophecy) speaks to Bnei
Adam for chizzuk (strengthening) andmusar encouragement and nechamah (comfort).

4Theone speaking in a lashon (tongue) edifieshimself; but, the one speaking forth advar
hanevu'ah (word of prophecy) edifies kehillah.

5NowIdesireall of you to speak in leshonot (tongues), andevenmore that youmayspeak
forth a dvar hanevu'ah (word of prophecy).* Now greater is the one speaking forth a dvar
nevu'ah (word of prophecy) than the one speaking in leshonot, unless he gives the pitron
(interpretation) of the leshonot (tongues), that the kehillah (congregation)may receive the
edification.

6But now, Achim b'Moshiach, if I come to you speaking in leshonot (tongues), whatwill I
benefit you unless I speak to you either with a dvar hisgalus (a word of revelation) or with
a dvar da'as or with a dvar nevu'ah or with a dvar hora'ah (word of teaching)?

7So even lifeless things, like the flute or harp, if they do not articulate a distinction in the
notes, howwill it be knownwhat is being played on the flute or on the harp?

8 Indeed, if a shofar gives an unclear trumpet call, who will prepare himself for krav
(battle)?†

9 So also unless you by your lashon (tongue) render an intelligible dvar Torah, how will
the thing being uttered be known? For you will be merely speaking into the air.

10There are doubtless many kinds of foreign languages in the OlamHazeh, and not one
is meaningless.

11 If, therefore, I do not have da'as of themeaning of the language, Iwill be to the speaker
a foreigner and the speaker will be a foreigner to me.‡

12 So also you, als (since) you have a zeal for the matanot of the Ruach Hakodesh,
endeavor to abound in them for the edification of the Kehillah (Congregation).

13 Therefore, the speaker in a lashon (tongue), let him offer tefillos that he may give the
pitron (interpretation).

14 For if I daven (pray) in a lashon, my nashamah davens, but my sikhliyut (rationality)
lies shemitah (fallow).

15Nu? (Well?) I will daven [in leshonot] with my nashamah, and I will daven also with
my seichel; I will sing [in leshonot] with my nashamah, and I will sing niggunim also with
my seichel.

16Otherwise, if you make a bracha [in leshonot] with your neshamah, how will the am
ha'aretz, who have no idea what you are saying, answer the “Omein”?§

17For indeed youmake the bracha well enough, but the other is not being edified.
18Modeh Ani HASHEM that I speak in leshonot more than all of you,
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19 but in kehillah I want to speak five words with my sikhliyut (rationality), that also
others I may instruct with a dvar hora'ah (word of teaching), rather than speak ten
thousand words in a lashon (tongue).

20 Achim b'Moshiach, be not yeladim in your machsh'vot (thoughts); be infantile in
kavvanah ra'ah (malice), perhaps, but in your binah, bemature.*

21 In the Torah it stands written, KI BELA'AGEI SAFAH UVELASHON ACHERET YEDABER
ELHAAMHAZEH…V'LOAVU SHMO'A (Thenwith ones of foreign lip andwith strange tongue
hewill speak to this people… but they were not willing to listen), says the L-rd.†

22 So then the leshonot (tongues) are for an ot (miraculous sign), not to the ones
believing, thema'aminim in Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, but an ot (miraculous sign) to the
Apikorosim; but divrei hanevu'ah (words of prophecy) are not for the Apikorosim, but for
the ones believing, the ma'aminim inMoshiach.

23 If, therefore, the kehillah has a farbrengen gathering and all speak in leshonot
(tongues), and then in walks the am ha'aretz or the Apikorosim, will they not say that you
are all meshuggah?

24However, if all speak forth divrei hanevu'ah (words of prophecy), and then in walks
some Apikorosim or am ha'aretz, such a visitor is brought under conviction by all, he is
brought into mishpat (judgment) by all,

25What is hiding in his lev (heart) becomes manifest, and, having fallen on his face, he
worships HASHEM, declaring that G-d is among you.‡

26Nu? Well? Achimb'Moshiach,whenyou come together, each onehas amizmor (hymn,
psalm), a musar (teaching with an ethical point), a dvar hisgalus (a dvar of revelation),
a lashon (tongue), or a pitron (interpretation) of a lashon (tongue); let all things be for
edification.

27 If anyone speaks in a lashon (tongue), let the speakers be shenayim (two) or at most
shloshah (three), and by turn, and let one give the pitron (interpretation).

28But if there is no one to give the pitron, let the onewith the lashon (tongue) be silent in
the kehillah and let him instead speak to himself and to HASHEM.

29 And let shenayim or shloshah nevi'im speak and let the other nevi'im be used with
discernings of ruchot (spirits).§

30And if a dvar hisgalus (awordof revelation) is given to a navi sitting by, let the first navi
become silent.

31For you all are able one by one to speak forth a dvar hanevu'ah (word of prophecy), in
order that all may learn and receive chizzuk (strengthening).

32And the neshamot of nevi'im are subject to the nevi'im.
33 For HASHEM is no Elohei HaMevucha (the G-d of Confusion, Tohu); He is Elohei

HaShalom, and this is so in all the kehillot of the Kedoshim.
34Let the nashim in the kehillot be silent, for it is not permitted for them to blurt out, but

let them become submissive, as it says in the Torah.*
35 And if the nashim wish to inquire about something, let them inquire of their own

be'alim b'bayis, for it is a bushah (shame) for an isha to blurt out in the kehillah.†
36Or from you did the dvar HASHEM go forth,‡ or to you only did it reach?
37 If anyone thinkshimself tobeanavioramanof theRuachHakodesh,§ lethimhave full

da'as that the things Iwrote to you are amitzvoh of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach Adoneinu.
38But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.
39 So then, Achim b'Moshiach of mine, earnestly desire to speak forth a dvar hanevu'ah

(word of prophecy), and do not forbid speaking in leshonot (tongues).
40Let all things be done b'seder and without bushah (shame).

15
1 Now, Achim b'Moshiach, I draw your attention to the Besuras HaGeulah which I

proclaimed to you, which also you received, in which also you stand firm,*
2Throughwhich also you are brought to Yeshu'at Eloheinu, provided youhold fast to the

dvar torah which I proclaimed to you, unless you received it in vain.†
3 For I transmitted and handed on to you as authoritative torah, rishon (first), that

which was also transmitted and handed on to me as authoritative torah:‡ that Rebbe,
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Melech HaMoshiach died on behalf of avoneinu§(our averos, iniquities, gross wickedness,
depravities) according to the Kitvei Hakodesh,*

4 And that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was buried in a kever†(grave, burial place),
and that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was raised in a Techiyah from the mesim on YOM
HASHLISHI (Gn 1:11-13‡)§ according to the Kitvei Hakodesh,*

5And that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was seen by Kefa, then by the Sheneym Asar,
6 Afterward Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was seen by over five hundred Achim

b'Moshiach at one time, ofwhommost remain alive until now, though some sleep the sleep
of themesim.

7Afterward, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was seen by Ya'akov,† then by all the Shlichim.
8And, last of all, even as if to one born not normally,‡ Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was

seen byme also.§
9For I am the least of Moshiachʼs Shlichim, not qualified to be called a Shliach, because I

brought redifah (persecution) upon the Kehillah of HASHEM.
10 But by the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, I am what I am. And the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM

of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to me was not in vain, but more abundantly than all the
Moshiachʼs Shlichim I labored, yet it was not I, but the Chen v'Chesed HASHEMwithme.

11Whether it was I or those others, so we preached asMoshiachʼs maggidim, and so you
had emunah and becameMoshiachʼs ma'aminim.

12 And if Moshiach is being preached that from the Mesim (Dead ones) he has had his
Techiyah (Resurrection), how is it that some among you say that there is no Techiyas
HaMesim?

13 And if there is no Techiyas HaMesim, neither then has Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
been raised.

14And if Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachhas not been raised, then our darshenen to youwas
in vain and also in vain is your emunah (faith).

15 Moreover, we are found also to be edei sheker (false witnesses)* misrepresenting
HASHEM Himself, because we gave solemn edut†(testimony) as in the presence of G-d that
HASHEM raised Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach —whom, of course, He did not raise if, as you
say, the Mesim are not bemetzius (in fact) raised.

16 For if the Mesim (Dead persons) have not Techiyah, neither has Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach had a Techiyah;

17And if Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach has not already had his Techiyah from the Mesim,
your emunah is futile, you are still in your averos (sins),

18 And even the ones who sleep the sleep of the Mesim in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
have perished.

19Listen, if for the Olam Hazeh only we have tikvateinu in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
we are to be pitiedmore than kol Bnei Adam.

20 But in fact Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach has had His Techiyah! Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach is the Bikkurim‡(Firstfruits), the Firstfruits of the ones having fallen asleep
[in Moshiach].

21 For als (since) through an Adam (Man) came mavet,§ also through an Adam (Man,
[Moshiach]) came the Techiyas HaMesim.

22For as in Adam all die,* so also in Moshiach all will be made alive.
23 But each one in his own order: the Bikkurim, Moshiach; afterward, the ones of

Moshiach at the Bias HaMoshiach;
24 Then HaKetz when Moshiach gives over the Malchut HASHEM to G-d, even Elohim

Avinu,† after He has abolished all Misrah and Shilton and Gevurah.
25 For it is necessary for Moshiach to reign until HASHEM puts all His OYVIM (enemies)

under His RAGLAYIM‡(feet).§
26The last Oyev (Enemy) to be abolished is Mavet.
27 For KOL HASHEM put TACHAT RAGLAV (All things He subjected under His feet),* but

when He says that KOL (all things) have been subjected, it is peshat (plain, literal) that this
does not include the One†who put all things in subjection under Moshiach.

§ 15:3 Isa 1:4 * 15:3 Isa 53:8-9; Dan 9:26 † 15:4 Isa 53:9 ‡ 15:4 T.N. ChagHaBikkurim Lv 23:10-11, see 1C 15:20
§ 15:4 Ex 19:11,15-16; Josh 1:11; Num 19:11-13; Jon 2:1; Hos 6:2; 2Kgs 20:5,8; Ezra 6:15 * 15:4 Ps 16:10 † 15:7 Ga

1:19, also see Mt 13:55 ‡ 15:8 like the rest § 15:8 cf. 1C 9:1 * 15:15 Ex 20:16; Dt 19:16-21 † 15:15 1C 1:6
‡ 15:20 Gn 1:11-13; Num 28:26; Lv 23:10-11 § 15:21 Gn 2:17 * 15:22 Gn 3:19 † 15:24 Dan 2:44; 7:13-14,27
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28But, when all things are subjected to HASHEM, then also the Zun fun der Oybershter‡
himself will be subjected to the One (HASHEM) having subjected all things under him
(Moshiach), that in all things G-dmay be all.§

29Otherwise, whatwill they do, the ones being given tevilah on behalf of the dead? If the
Mesim really are not raised, why indeed are they given tevilah on behalf of the Mesim?

30Why also are we putting ourselves at risk and in danger every hour?
31Daily I die and that is as true a fact, Achim b'Moshiach, as it is that I glory over you in

Moshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.
32 If it were a mere humanistic matter, my fighting, so to speak, with wild beasts in

Ephesus,* what do I gain? If there is no Techiyas HaMesim, “Let us eat and drink, KI
MACHAR NAMUT (For tomorrowwe die).”†

33Do not fall under a delusion. “Bad chavrusashaft (association, influence or hashpa'ah)
corrupts goodmidos.”

34 Wake up and come to your senses. Start walking in the derech tzaddikim.‡ Stop
committing averos. Some among you have no saving da'as of HASHEM. I say this to your
bushah (shame).

35But someonewill question, “Howdoes this TechiyasHaMesim comeabout? And in the
Techiyas HaMesim, with what kind of body will they come?”§

36Yold, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies!
37 And what is it you sow? Not the body that is to be, but something else: a bare zera

(seed), efsher (perhaps) of wheat or some other grain.
38However, HASHEM chooses* body to give to the† seed, and to each kind of zera is given

by HASHEM its own body.‡
39Now basar is not all the same: Bnei Adam have one kind of basar; animals, another;

birds, another; fish, another;
40and there are gufot baShomayim (heavenly bodies), and gufot ba'aretz (earthly bodies),

but the kavod of the heavenly is of one kind, and the kavod of the earthly of another kind.
41 There is one kavod (glory) of the shemesh (sun), and another kavod (glory) of the

levanah (moon), and another kavod (glory) of the kochavim (stars), for in kavod (glory),
kochav differs from kochav.§

42 So also is the Techiyas HaMesim. That which is sown is of one kind, perishable; that
which is raised up is of another kind, imperishable.*

43What is sownwithout kavod is raised in kavod. What is sown inweakness is raised in
ko'ach (power).

44What is sown a natural body, is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there
is also a spiritual one.

45So, also, it has beenwritten, VAY'HIHAADAML'NEFESHCHAYYAH (And the [first]Man
became a living soul);† but the Adam haacharon (last Adam) became a Ruachmechayyeh.‡

46But the spiritual body is not harishon, but the natural; then afterward the spiritual.
47 The Adam Harishon is AFAR MIN HA'ADAMAH (dust from the earth, ground),§ out of

ha'aretz. The AdamHaSheini (the second Adam) is out of Shomayim.*
48Aswas theAdamofdust, suchalsoare thoseof thedust; aswas theAdamof Shomayim,

such also are those who are of Shomayim.
49And just as we have borne the demut of the Adam MIN AFAR HA'ADAMAH (from the

dust of the earth),† so wewill bear also the likeness of the Heavenly Adam (Man).‡
50 Now this I say, Achim b'Moshiach, that basar vadahm cannot inherit the Malchut

HASHEM, neither can the perishable inherit the imperishable.§
51Hinei! I speak a sod (mystery) to you: we will not all sleep the sleep of the Mesim, but

we will all be changed.
52 In a rega (moment), in the wink of an eye, at the last shofar blast. For the shofar will

sound, the Mesim (dead ones)will be raised imperishable, and wewill be changed.
53For it isnecessary for thisperishablenature toputon the imperishable, and thismortal

nature to put on the immortal.

‡ 15:28Moshiach § 15:28 i.e., preeminent * 15:32 Ac 19; 2C 1:3-10 † 15:32 Isa 22:13; 56:12 ‡ 15:34 Ps
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54 But when this perishable nature puts on the imperishable, and this mortal, the
immortal, then the dvar hanevu'ahwill come to pass that standswritten, “Hewill swallow
up death forever”* in victory.

55EHI DEVARECHAMAVET EHI KATAVECHA SHEOL? (Where are your plagues, O Death?
Where is your destruction, O Sheol?)†

56 Now the sting of death is chet (sin) and the ko'ach (power) of chet (sin) is chukkat
haTorah.‡

57But Baruch HASHEM,Who is giving us the Netzach (Victory) through Adoneinu Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach.

58 So then, Chaverim and Achim b'Moshiach of mine, be steadfast, immovable, abound-
ing always in the avodas kodesh of Adoneinu, have da'as that your po'al (work) is not in
vain in HASHEM.§

16
1Now, concerning the maamadot (financial contributions) and the pishkeh (pushke)we

are circulating throughout the kehillot for the benefit of the Yerushalayim Kedoshim, as I
directed the kehillot of Galatia, so you do also.

2 Every Yom Rishon* of each week, each of you by himself make something farnumen
(set aside), storing up according to his hakhnasah (income), so that collections need not be
made when I come.

3And when I arrive, whomever you approve, these I will send with iggrot to carry your
matanah to Yerushalayim.

4And if it is fitting for me also to go, they will go withme.
5 And I will come to you whenever I pass through Macedonia, for I will be passing

throughMacedonia.
6 Efsher (perhaps) I will stay with you, or even spend the choref (winter) that you may

helpmewith a send-offwherever I may go.
7For I do not want to see you now in passing, for I have the tikvah to remain some time

with you, im yirtzeh HASHEM(G-d willing, permitting).
8But, I will remain on in Ephesus until Shavuos,†
9 For a delet (door) has opened, great and effective, for me, but there are many

mitnaggedim (opponents).
10 Now if Timotiyos comes, see that he may be with you without fear; for the avodas

kodesh of HASHEM he labors in as I do.
11Therefore, let not anyone despise him. But give him a send-off in shalom that he may

come tome; for I amwaiting for himwith the Achim b'Moshiach.
12Now, concerning Apollos the Ach b'Moshiach, I strongly exhorted him, that he would

come to you with the Achim b'Moshiach. But he is beshum oifen (absolutely) unwilling to
go at this time, but he will comewhenever he has an opportunity.

13Watch, stand firm in the‡ emunah (faith), be men, be strong.§
14Let everything you do be done in ahavah (agape).
15 Now, I urge you, Achim b'Moshiach, you have da'as of the bais of Stephanas, that it

is the bikkurim of Achaia, and that they have with devotion and zerizut (diligence) put
themselves in avodas kodeshministry for the Kedoshim.

16Become submissive to such as him and to everyone joining in the avodas kodesh and
laboring.

17Now, I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and of Fortunatus and of Achaicus, because
these men filled up your absence,

18For they refreshedmy neshamah and yours. Give recognition to suchmen.*
19 Drishat Shalom from the Kehillot of Moshiach of Asia. Drishat Shalom warmly in

Adoneinu from Aquila and Prisca, together with the Adat Moshiach in their bais.
20 Drishat Shalom from all the Achim b'Moshiach. Greet one another with a neshikat

hakodesh (holy kiss).
21 THIS GREETING WITH MY OWN HAND, SHA'UL.
22 If anyone does not have ahavah (love) for HaAdon, Alav ki Cherem hu (a curse of the

ban of destruction is on him).† Marana (our L-rd), tha (come).
23The Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Moshiach Adoneinu be with you.

* 15:54 Isa 25:8 † 15:55 Hos 13:14 ‡ 15:56 See Dt 27:26; Ga 3:1-13; Ro 7:7-13 § 15:58 2Chr 15:7; Isa 65:23
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24My ahavah be with you all in Moshiach Yehoshua.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Corinth (II)

1From Sha'ul, a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua birtzon HASHEM(by the
will of G-d), and Timotiyos, the Ach b'Moshiach; To the Kehillah (Congregation) of HASHEM
existing in Corinth, with all the Kedoshim throughout Achaia.

2 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to you and shalom from Elohim Avinu and Adoneinu Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

3Baruch hu HASHEM Elohim Avi of Adoneinu Yehoshua HaMoshiach, Avi HaRachamim
vaElohei kol nechamah (comfort),*

4Theonegivingus chizzuk (strengthening)with respect toall our tzoros soas toenableus
to give chizzuk to the ones experiencing tzoros, and that through the nechamah (comfort)
by which we ourselves are comforted† by HASHEM.‡

5 This is so because as the Chevlei Moshiach (birth pangs of Moshiach) abound to us, so
throughMoshiach abounds also our nechamah.§

6Now if we are experiencing tzoros, it is for your chizzuk (strengthening) and Yeshu'at
Eloheinu; or if we are being given nechamah (comfort), it is for your nechamah that is
producing in you the chozek (strength) of savlanut (patience) for the endurance of the
tzoros which we also suffer.*

7 And our tikvah (hope) for you is well-founded, for we have da'as that as you have
deveykus (cleaving to) the Chevlei Moshiach, so also you will have deveykus to the
nechamah.

8Forwedonotwant you to lack da'as, Achimb'Moshiach, as to the tzoros and tribulation
that came upon us in Asia,† that utterly beyond our strength we were burdened, causing
us to come to a feeling of ye'ush (despair) even of being able to stay alive.

9But we ourselves have had the gezar din (verdict) of mishpat mavet (a death sentence)
in ourselves so that we should not have emunah (faith) in ourselves but in HASHEM,
Mechayyei Mesim (Who Revivest the Dead).‡

10The same G-d out of so great a Mavet delivered us and will continue to deliver us. We
have set tikvateinu (our hope) that he will yet deliver us,§

11As you also labor together for us by techinnah (supplication), so that the “Modeh Ani”
for uswill be said by themany* for thematanah (gift) granted us through the tefillos of the
many.

12 For our glorying is in this: the edut (testimony) of our matzpun (conscience)† is that
without remiyah (guile, fraud, deceit) andwith lev tahor‡(pure heart ), with the sincerity of
HASHEM§ and not in the “chochmah” of the basar* but in the Chen v'Chesed of HASHEM,we
conducted ourselves in the OlamHazeh, andmore especially toward you.

13 For we write nothing so shver (complex) to you that you cannot read and have binah
(understanding), and I have tikvah that you will have da'as shlemah until HaKetz,

14As you have already had da'as of us in part, as also we are your kavod,† even as also
you are ours in the YomHASHEM of Adoneinu Yehoshua.‡

15Andwith this bitachon (confidence) I planned previously to come to you, that a second
benefit youmight have.

16 Itwasmycheshbon (plan) to visit youbywayofMacedonia andagain fromMacedonia
to come to you, and by you to be sent on to Yehudah (Judea).§

17 This was my matarah (aim, goal); surely then I did not act with vacillation? Or when
I make plans,* do I have a cheshbon according to the basar, ready with “Ken, Ken!” and
then, “Lo! Lo!”

18Al emunat HASHEM(in the faithfulness of G-d), our dvar to you has not been “Ken” and
“Lo.”

19For the Zun funderOybershter, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshua, theOnehaving
been proclaimed among you by us, by Silvanus (Sila) and Timotiyos and me,† was not a
“Ken and Lo”; but in Him it has always been “Ken.”
* 1:3 Ps 103:13; Isa 66:13 † 1:4 1C 1:3 ‡ 1:4 Isa 49:13; 51:12; 66:13 § 1:5 1C 1:3; Isa 51:12; Ps 34:19; 94:19
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20For inMoshiacheveryoneofHASHEMʼshavtachot (promises) is a “Ken.” For this reason
it is b'ShemMoshiach that we say the “Omein” to the kavod of HASHEM.‡

21 But it is HASHEM who establishes us with you in Moshiach and has given us the
mishchah§(anointing),

22 Having put his chotam* on us and having given the eravon (pledge) of the Ruach
Hakodesh in our levavot†(hearts).‡

23Now, I call upon HASHEM as eidus (witness) against my nefesh, my neshamah (soul),
that it was to spare you that I did not come again to Corinth.§

24Not that we play the gontser macher to domineer over your emunah (faith),* but we
are fellow po'alim for your simcha, for by emunah you stand.

2
1For I decided this in myself: not again to come to you in agmat nefesh (grief).*
2For if I grieve you, thenwho is the one cheeringmeexcept the one I have caused tohave

agmat nefesh?
3And I wrote the iggeret as I did, so that when I came, I should not have agmat nefesh

from those who should have brought me simcha; for I have confidence about you all, that
my simcha would be the simcha of all of you.

4 For out of much tzoros and of lev (heart) distress I wrote the iggeret to you with many
tears,† not that you should have agmat nefesh, but that you may have da'as of the ahavah
in HASHEMwhich I havemore abundantly for all of you.

5Now if anyone has caused agmat nefesh (grief), it is not me he has grieved, but to some
extent, not to be too severe he has grieved you all.‡

6 Sufficient to such amanwas this onesh (penalty) by the roiv (majority),
7 So that, on the contrary, rather you ought to give selichah (forgiveness) and chozek

(strength) to him lest efsher (perhaps) such a one may be swallowed up by overwhelming
remorse.

8Therefore I urge you to confirm to him your ahavah (love).
9For I wrote the iggeret to this end, that Imay have da'as that you are tested and proven,

that in all things you havemishma'at (obedience).§
10 Now to anyone whom you give selichah (forgiveness) of anything, I do as well, for

indeedwhat I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the presence
of Moshiach;

11 Lest we should be outsmarted by HaSatan;* for we do not lack da'as of his kesharim
(conspiracies).

12 But having come to Troas for the purpose of proclaiming the Besuras HaGeulah of
Moshiach, and a delet (door) to me having been opened by Adoneinu,†

13 I did not have shalom in my neshamah when I was not able to find Titos my Ach
b'Moshiach. So I took leave of them and I went on to Macedonia.‡

14 But Baruch HASHEM, the One in whom we are given the nitzachon (victory), Who
always leads us in triumph in Moshiach and, through us, in every place spreads the
fragrance of the da'as of Him.

15 For we are the aroma of Moshiach to HASHEM among the ones coming to Yeshu'at
Elokeinu, and among the ones perishing:§

16To the latter ones an odor of mavet unto mavet; but to the former ones a fragrance of
Chayim (life) unto Chayim.* Who is sufficient for these things?†

17 For we are not as many, peddling the dvar HASHEM, but as from sincerity, as from
HASHEM, in the presence of HASHEM, in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach we speak.‡

3
1Dowebeginagain to commendourselves?* Or surelywedonotneed, as somedo, iggrot

of haskama (letters of approval, commendation) to you or from you?†
2 You are our iggeret, written on our levavot, being known and being read by kol Bnei

Adam.‡
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3And you show that you are an iggeret from Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, prepared by
us, having been written not with ink but with the Ruach Hakodesh of the Elohim Chayim,
not on luchot of stone§ but on luchot of lev basar.*

4 Such is the bitachon (confidence) that we have through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
toward HASHEM.

5Not that we are competent from ourselves to claim anything as of ourselves, but our
competence is fromHASHEM,†

6Whoalsomadeus competent as klei kodeshmesharetim (ministers)of aBrit Chadasha‡
— not b'khol chomer hadin (not by strict letter of the law, legalism), but of the Ruach
Hakodesh: for kol chomer hadin (strict letter of the law) kills,§ but the Ruach Hakodesh
gives Chayim—

7Now if the Sherut avodas kodesh (ministry) of mavet chiseled in letters engraved on
luchot of stone camewith kavod, so that the Bnei Yisroelwere not able to gaze into the face
of Moshe* because of P'NI MOSHE KI KARON†(face ofMoshe Rabbeinu that hewas radiant)
because of the kavod of his face, the kavod which is fading,‡

8Then howmuchmorewill the avodas kodeshministry of the RuachHakodesh come in
kavod (glory)?

9For if therewas kavod in the Sherut avodas kodesh of harsha'ah (condemnation),§ how
muchmore abounds in kavod theministry of tzedek,*

10For indeedwhat oncehadkavodhas lost its kavod†onaccount of the surpassing kavod
(glory).

11For if the thingwhichnow is fading away camewith kavod,muchmorehas thatwhich
remains come in kavod.

12 Since, then, we have such a tikvah (hope), we act withmuch boldness.
13And we are not as Moshe,‡ who was putting HAMASVEH AL PANAV§(the veil over his

face) so that the Bnei Yisroel might not see the end of the fading kavod.
14 But their minds were hardened;* for until the present day the same veil remains at

the Kri'at HaSefer Torah (the reading of Torah in shul), because the veil is taken away in
Moshiach.

15But even today, whenever Moshe† is being read, a veil lies on their levavot.
16But whenever one turns to Adoneinu HAMASVEH is taken away.‡
17 Now Adoneinu is HaRuach and where HaRuach Adoneinu is, there is cherut (free-

dom).§
18Now all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the kavod of Adoneinu* as if reflected in a

mirror, are being transformed into the same demut from kavod to kavod, even as from
HaAdon, HaRuach.

4
1Therefore, since it is by the chesed of HASHEM that we have this Sherut avodas kodesh

(ministry), we are undaunted.*
2But we renounced the hidden things of bushah (shame), not going about with remiyah

(deceit)nor falsifying thedvarHASHEM. Ratherby themanifestationofHaEmeswepresent
ourselves to everymanʼs matzpun in the sight of HASHEM.†

3 But if indeed our Besuras HaGeulah is nistar (hidden), it is nistar among the ones
perishing,‡

4 In whose case the g-d of the Olam Hazeh§ blinded the minds of the ones without
emunah, so the illumination of the Besuras HaGeulah of the kavod of Moshiach, who is
the demut of HASHEM,* would not shine on them.

5 For we preach not ourselves but Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua and
ourselves as your avadim (servants) for Yehoshuaʼs sake.†

6 Because HASHEM is the One who said, “Let Ohr shine out of choshech”‡ who shone in
our levavot for an illumination of the da'as of the kavod of HASHEM in the face of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.§
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7Nowwe have this otzar (treasure) in earthen vessels* that the excellence of the ko'ach
may be of HASHEM and not of us.†

8Beingoppressedonevery side‡butnotbeingcrushed, beingperplexedbutnot inye'ush
(despair, atzvut),

9Being persecuted but not forsaken, being cast down but not destroyed,§
10Always bearing about the dying of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach in my basar that also

the Chayyim of Moshiach in geviyyateinumight bemanifested.*
11 For always we, the ones living, are being given over to mavet because of Moshiach†

that also the Chayyim of Moshiachmay bemanifested in ourmortal basar.
12 So thenMavet works in us but Chayyim in you.
13Andhaving the sameRuachHakodesh of emunah that is in accordancewith theKitvei

Hakodesh, HE'EMANITI KI ADABER‡(I believed, therefore I speak), we both believed and
therefore we speak,

14 Having da'as that the One who made to stand up alive Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua will make us also with Yehoshua stand up alive and will present
us with you.§

15 For all things are because of you* that the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, having increased
through themany, may increase the hodayah (thanksgiving) to the kavod of HASHEM.

16 Therefore we are undaunted and do not lose chozek (strength). For, indeed, even if
our outward man is becoming old and atrophied, yet our inward man is yom yom being
renewed.†

17 For our present momentary tzoros is preparing us for an eternal weight of kavod
(glory) utterly beyondmeasure,‡

18While we continue to look not at the visible things but the invisible;§ for the things
visible are zemanniyim (temporary) but the things invisible are for l'olamim.

5
1For we have da'as that if the beit mishkaneinu* is made churban, we have a bais from

HASHEM, not made with hands, a Bais L'olamim b'Shomayim.†
2 For indeed in this mishkaneinu we groan, longing for the train of our robe to be our

sukkah from Shomayim.‡
3 If indeed thus clothed wewill not be found naked.
4 For while we are still in this mishkan, we groan under our burden, in as much as we

do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, that the mortal may be swallowed up by
Chayyim.§

5Now the One having prepared us for this very thing is HASHEM, the One having given
us the eravon (pledge) of the Ruach Hakodesh.*

6Thereforewealwayshavebitachon sincewehaveda'as that being at home in thebasar,
we are away from home in Adoneinu.†

7For wewalk by emunah (faith), not by sight;‡
8Therefore we have bitachon and are pleased rather to leave home from the basar and

to be at homewith Adoneinu.§
9 Therefore, also we are aspiring, whether at home, or away from home, to be well

pleasing to HASHEM,*
10Since it is necessary for all of us to be revealed/laid bare for an appearance before the

Kisse Din (Judgment Throne, i.e., Moshiachʼs Bet Din) ofMoshiach, in order that each one of
us [individually]may receive recompense for the things done in the basar, according to his
ma'asim, whether tov or rah.†

11 Therefore, since we have da'as of the yirat [Moshiach] Adoneinu, we persuade men,
and we have been made manifest to HASHEM and I have tikvah also that we have been
mademanifest to yourmatzpunim.‡

* 4:7 2C 5:1 † 4:7 Job 4:19; Isa 64:8; Judg 7:2 ‡ 4:8 2C 1:8; 7:5 § 4:9 Ps 37:24; Prov 24:16 * 4:10 Gn 47:18;
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12Weare not commending ourselves to you again,§ but are giving an opportunity to you
of glorying on behalf of us* that youmay respond to those who glory in outer appearance
and not in lev.

13For if we have hislayves and dveykes (ecstasy), it is for HASHEM; if we are in our right
mind, it is for you.

14 For the ahavah (love) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach controls us, because we have
judged this, that one [Moshiach] died on behalf of all and therefore all died.

15 And Moshiach died on behalf of all,† that the ones living may no longer live to
themselves butmay live to the one [Moshiach] who both died and has beenmade to stand
up alive in his Techiyas HaMoshiach for their sakes.‡

16From now on, therefore, we have da'as of no one from a purely human point of view;
if indeedwe have had da'as of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach according to the basar, we now
no longer so have da'as of him,

17 So that if anyone is in Moshiach, he is a bria chadasha§(a new being): the old things
passed away; hinei, all has become chadashot.*

18And all things are of HASHEM,Who is the One having granted to us ritztzuy (reconcilia-
tion) to Himself throughMoshiach† and has given to us the sherut haRitztzuy (theministry
of reconciliation),

19Davka (specifically), that HASHEM was in Moshiach reconciling the Olam to himself,‡
not reckoning their avonot against them and putting in us the Dvar HaRitztzuy (Message
of Reconciliation).

20On behalf of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, therefore, we are emissaries of shalom,§ as
if HASHEMwere entreating throughus, we ask on behalf of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach: be
reconciled to HASHEM!

21 The one who in his person had no da'as of chataah (sin),* this one HASHEM made
chataah† on our behalf that wemight become the Tzidkat HASHEM‡ in Moshiach.§

6
1 *As we work together with him, we also urge you not to receive the Chen v'Chesed

HASHEM in vain.†
2 For he says, “In a time acceptable I heard you and in a day of salvation I helped you.”‡

Hinei, now is the acceptable time; now is the Yom Yeshu'ah,§
3 Not giving in anything a cause for michshol, lest the Messianic Avodas Kodesh (holy

worship, service) be blamed;
4 But in everything presenting ourselves* as Klei Kodesh of HASHEM in much savlanut

(patience), in tzoros, in hardships, in distresses,
5 In beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in labors, in watchings, in tzomot;
6 Inpurity, inda'as, in longsuffering, in chesed, in theRuachHakodesh, inahavahamittit,
7 In thedvarHaEmes, in the gevuratHASHEM, through theweapons of Tzedekof the right

hand and of the left.
8 Through honor and dishonor, through ill repute and good repute; as “deceivers” and

yet true,
9As being unknown and yet being well known, as dying and hinei, we live! As given the

mishpat mavet and yet not penalized with death;
10 As having agmat nefesh but always having simcha, as poor but enriching many, as

having nothing and yet possessing everything.
11We have spoken freely with you Corinthians, our levavot has been enlarged.
12There is no penury in our affections, only in yours.
13Now— I speak as to yeladim—make a fair exchange and openwide your levavot.†
14Do not become unequally yoked with koferim‡(unbelievers), for what shuttafut (part-

nership)has Tzedekwith Lawlessness? Orwhere is the Brit (Covenant)betweenOhr (light)
and Choshech (darkness)?§
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15 And what harmony does Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach have with B'liya'al? Or what
chelek (allotment, inheritance) has ama'amin with an Apikoros?

16And what agreement has the Heikhal of HASHEM with elilim? For we are a Heikhal of
the Elohim Chayyim* as G-d said, V'HITHALLACHTI B'TOCHCHEM (And I will walk in the
midst of you),† IT WILL BE MISHKANI ALEHEM (dwelling place of me with them),‡ V'HAYU
LI L'AM VAANI EHEYEH LAHEM LELOHIM (And they will be tome as people and I will be to
them as G-d).§

17 Therefore, SURU (Depart!), come out from the midst of them and be separated, says
Adoneinu, and a TAMEH AL TIGAU*(unclean thing do not touch); ERTZEH ETCHEM (and I
will receive you),†

18 And I will be to you an AV and you will be to me BANIM and BANOT (my sons and
daughters),‡ says Adonoi Tzva'ot.§

7
1 Therefore, having these havtachot (promises), Chaverim, let us submit to his tahorah,

cleansing ourselves from every defilement of basar and ruach, perfecting kedushah
(holiness) in yirat Shomayim.

2 In your levavot make a cheder for us; we wronged no one, we ruined no one, we
exploited no one.*

3 I do not say this to bring you under harsha'ah, for I have said before that you are in our
levavot†whether to die with you or to live with you.‡

4 I have much ometz lev (boldness) and confidence toward you. I glory much on your
behalf. I have been filled with chozek (strength). I am filled to overflowing with simcha at
all of our tzoros.

5For indeedwhenwehad come intoMacedonia§wehadnophysicalmano'ach (rest)but
we had tzoros everywhere: battles on the outside, fears inside.*

6But HASHEMwho encourages the lowly, encouraged us† by the coming of Titos;
7 And not only by the coming of him, but also by the encouragement by which he was

encouraged over you, reporting to us your longing, yourmourning, your kanous (zeal) for
me, so that it causedme to have evenmore simcha.

8 Because if indeed I caused you agmat nefesh (grief) by the iggeret, I do not regret it,
though I did regret it, but I see that that iggeret grieved you only briefly.‡

9Now I have simcha, not that you had agmat nefesh, but that your grief brought you to
teshuva, for your agmat nefesh was in HASHEM, so that by us you suffered in nothing.

10 For the agmat nefesh that is according to HASHEM produces teshuva to Yeshu'at
Eloheinu, not to be regretted, but the agmat nefesh of the OlamHazeh produces mavet.§

11 For, hinei, see what zerizut (diligence) this agmat nefesh of HASHEM has produced in
you, what defense, what indignation, what yirat Shomayim, what longing, what kanous
(zeal), what onesh (punishment)! At every point you proved yourselves to be without
ashma (guilt) in thematter.

12 Then though I wrote an iggeret to you, it was not for the sake of the one having done
hara'ah (the evil), nor for the sake of the one whowas beleidikt (offended), but for the sake
of your kanous (zeal) for us becomingmanifest to you before HASHEM.

13 In this we have chozek (strength).
But in addition to our encouragement, we had still more simcha at the simcha of Titos,

because his neshamah has been set at rest by all of you;
14Because if I have been somewhat boastful about you Corinthians to Titos, I was in this

not put to shame, but just as everything we said to you is HaEmes, so also our boasting to
Titos has proven true as well.

15Andhis lev (heart) goes out to you, all themoreashehas zikaronof themishma'at (obe-
dience) of all of you* as you received him B'YIRAH (with fear) and BIRA'DAH (trembling).†

16 I have simcha that in everything I have confidence in you.
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8
1Now we make known to you, Achim b'Moshiach, the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM that was

granted to Moshiachʼs Kehillot of Macedonia,
2 That during a great ordeal of tzoros, their abundant simcha and the extreme depth of

their oni (poverty) abounded to the osher (riches) of their generosity;*
3 That according to their ability, I give solemn edut, and ad kdei kach (so much) even

beyond their ability, they gave voluntarily and of their own accord,
4Begging us, requesting from us the privilege of participating in giving tzedakah to the

Messianic Jewishministry of the Kedoshim,†
5And this not merely according to tikvateinu. They gave themselves first to Adoneinu

and to us‡ birtzon HASHEM(in the will of G-d),
6So that itwasnecessary for us to urgeTitos that as hebeganandmadeahaschala (start)

before, so he should complete among you also this mitzvah of avodas kodesh of the Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM.

7Now just as you abound in everything— in emunah, in torah, in da'as§ and in all zerizut
(diligence) and in our ahavah (love) for you— see also that you excel in this Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM.*

8 I do not lay this out as a mitzvah, but the sincerity of your ahavah I am testing against
the zerizut of others,

9 For you have da'as of the Chen v'Chesed of Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua,who, thoughbeing rich, for your sakes, he becamepoor,† that youbyMoshiachʼs
oni (poverty)may become rich.

10And in this I give my etza (advice): it is tov me'od that last shanah you were the first
not only to give tzedakah but also to be willing to do so.

11 Now also complete what you started! Then your readiness in desiring it may be
matched by your finishing it fromwhat you have.‡

12For if the readiness is already present, it is acceptable according towhatever onemay
have— not according to what one does not have.§

13For it is not that there should be relief to others and distress and tzoros to you, but that
there should be a balance of equality,

14During the present time of your abundance for those who lack, and also for your lack
there may be their abundance,* so also there may be equality,

15As it has beenwritten, V'LOHE'DIF HAMARBEHV'HAMMAMIT LOHECHSIR†(The one
that gathered the much did not have too much and the one that gathered little did not have
too little).

16But Baruch HASHEM, the One having given the same zerizut (diligence) for you in the
lev (heart) of Titos,

17 Because of the chozek (encouragement) he received, and having more zerizut on his
own accord, he went forth to you.

18 And we sent with him the Ach b'Moshiach who is bavust (famous) among all the
Kehillot for his proclaiming the Besuras HaGeulah,

19 And not only this but also this Ach b'Moshiach has been handpicked by the Kehillot
to travel with us and with this avodas kodesh of chesed being administered by us to the
kavod of Adoneinu Himself and as a gvies eidus (testimony) to your goodwill.

20Avoiding also that anyone shouldmurmur about our handling of this liberalmatanah
(gift);

21 For our tachlis is to do what is tov me'od B'EINEI ELOHIM V'ADAM (in the eyes of G-d
andman).‡

22 And we sent with them our Ach b'Moshiach whom we have often tested and found
having zerizut in much, and now having evenmore zerizut by his great bitachon in you.

23As for Titos, he is my shutaf and your fellow po'el in your avodas kodesh; as for our
Achim b'Moshiach, they are shlichim of the Kehillot, the kavod of Moshiach.

24 Therefore, openly before the Moshiachʼs Kehillot, demonstrate your ahavah and
vindicate our glorying about you.§
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9
1Concerning your Messianic avodas kodesh sherut for the Kedoshim,* it is superfluous

for me to send you this iggeret.
2For I have da'as of your readiness to involve yourself inMessianic Jewishministry and

this is the subject ofmyglorying to theMacedonians, saying thatAchaiahasbeenprepared
since last shanah and your kanous has beenmezarez (a spur into action) to most of them.

3And I am sending the Achim b'Moshiach lest our glorying on behalf of you should be
made empty in this respect, that you be ready, as I was saying you would be,

4Lest perhaps if someMacedonians should comewithmeand theyfindyouunprepared,
we should have bushah, to say nothing of you, in this situation.

5 Therefore, I considered it necessary to encourage the Achim b'Moshiach, that they
should go on ahead to you and, having arranged in advance the bountiful terumah
(contribution) of the havtacha you made previously so that this matanah would be ready
so as to be a bracha and not an exaction.

6Note this: the one sowing sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one sowing for a
bracha of bounty will also reap a bracha of bounty.†

7 Each of you should give as he has decided previously in his lev (heart), not giving
bedieved (begrudgingly) nor out of necessity; for HASHEM loves a cheerful giver.‡

8 And HASHEM is able to cause to abound to you all Chen v'Chesed HASHEM that in
everything, always, having all sufficiency, youmay abound to everymitzvah.

9 As it has been written, PIZAR NATAN LAEVYONIM TZIDKATO OMEDET LA'AD (He
scattered, he gave to the poor, His Righteousness endures forever).§

10Now the one supplying ZERA (seed) to the sower and LECHEM for okhel (food)* will
supply and will multiply your zera and will increase the p'ri of the Tzedek of you;†

11 You will be enriched in every ma'aseh chesed to all generosity, which produces
through us hodayah (thanksgiving) to HASHEM;‡

12 Because the avodas kodesh of this tzedakah is not only filling up the things lacking
of the Kedoshim,§ but is also abounding through hodayah rabbah (much thanksgiving) to
HASHEM;

13 Through the proof of this Messianic Jewish sherut you bring kavod to HASHEM on
the basis of your submission to your Ani Ma'amin Hoda'a confession of the Besuras
HaGeulah of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and on the basis of the generosity of your
terumah (contribution) to them and to all kol Bnei Adam;

14And, reciprocally, the Messianic Jews in Yerushalayim will daven in intercession for
you, having great ahavah in Moshiach for you, because of the surpassing Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM upon you.

15Baruch HASHEM for his indescribable matanah!

10
1Now I myself, Sha'ul, appeal to you gently in Moshiach and in his anavah (humility) I

who am peh el peh (panim el panim, face to face) “lowly” among you* but have “chutzpah”
with you when absent.†

2Now I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show enough chutzpah to
oppose certain persons,‡ the ones considering us to act according to the standards of the
basar of the OlamHazeh.

3For though walking in basar, we war not according to the basar,
4For theweapons of ourwarfare arenot of the basar,§ but full of ko'ach throughHASHEM

to the overthrowing of strongholds, reasonings,*
5Andeveryhighminded thing risingupagainst theda'as ofHASHEM, and leading captive

everymachshavah (thought) into themishma'at of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,†
6 And prepared to discipline all disobedience whenever your mishma'at (obedience) is

completed.‡
7You look at things according to outward appearance. If anyone has persuaded himself

that he belongs to Moshiach, have zikaron (recollection) of this: as he is of Moshiach, so
also are we.
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8Noweven if I should glory a little toomuch§ in our samchut (authority)* [as Shlichimof
Moshiach] which Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu gave for building you up and not
for tearing you down, I will make goodmy claim.†

9 I did not intend to seem as if my iggrot weremeant to frighten you.
10 For they say, “His iggrot indeed are weighty and strong but his physical presence is

weak and his shprach (diction), as far as rhetoric is concerned, is despicable.”
11Let such a one consider this: that the dvar we speak through iggrot when absent will

become action wewill very well do when present!‡
12For we dare not tomake a geder (classification) for ourselves or to compare ourselves

with some of the ones commending themselves,§ but when they measure themselves by
the standard of one another or compare themselves with one another, they do not show
seichel.

13 But we will not boast out of our depth, but will be shomer to keep within the sadeh
(field)HASHEM has apportioned to us* which reached out even as far as you.†

14 For we were not getting out of our depth when we reached even as far as you. We
were the chalutzim (pioneers) who came with the Besuras HaGeulah of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach.

15We do not boast out of our depth, that is, in the labor of others; but tikvateinu is that,
as your emunah grows, our sphere of Shlichus (Divine mission) among you will also be
enlarged,

16So thatwemayabundantly proclaim theBesurasHaGeulah to the regionsbeyondyou,
without boasting in someone elseʼs Messianic chalutz accomplishments.

17But HAMMIT HALLELYIT HALLEL (“The one boasting let him boast” in the L-rd);‡
18For it is not the one commending himself that has the haskama (approval), but it is the

one to whom [Moshiach] Adoneinu gives the haskama.§

11
1 I would that youmight bear withme in a little tipshus (foolery). Do bear withme!
2 For I have kinah for you, a kinat HASHEM, for, as a shadkhan (marriage broker), I

betrothed you to one ish (husband) to present you as a chaste betulah to Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach;*

3 But I fear lest somehow as the Nachash deceived Chavah by his cunning,† your
machshavot should be led astray from a simple and pure deveykus to Moshiach.

4 For if a darshan shows up and preaches another Moshiach, another “Yehoshua”
(Yeshua) other than the one in our drashot, or if you receive a different “Ruach Hakodesh”
from the One you received or a different Besuras HaGeulah from the one regardingwhich
you weremekabel, you put up with [that] well enough.‡

5 For I consider to have come behind the most groise (eminent) Shlichim in absolutely
nothing.§

6But if indeed I amunskilled in lashon* yet I amnot in da'as (knowledge),† but in allways
and all things I havemade this abundantly clear to you.

7Or — anshuldiks! (pardon!) — did I commit averos by humbling myself that you might
be exalted, because I proclaimed HASHEMʼs Besuras HaGeulah to you free of charge?‡

8 I robbed other of Moshiachʼs Kehillot, did I, in taking wages from them for the avodas
kodesh work I did for you?§

9Andwhen I was present with you and I had lack, I did not burden anyone,* formy lack
was made up by the Achim b'Moshiach who came from Macedonia. So I was shomer not
to makemyself a burden to you and in that I will remain shomer.

10AsHaEmes ofMoshiach is inme, that particular boasting ofminewill not be silenced†
in the regions of Achaia!

11Why? Because I do not have ahavah for you? HASHEM knows that I do!
12But what I do I will also continue to do in order to deny an opening to those who are

looking for an opening by their ravrevan (braggart) boasting to be recognized as equals
with us.
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13 For such ones are shlichei sheker, deceitful po'alim,‡ transforming themselves in a
masquerade as shlichim of Moshiach.

14And no wonder! For even HaSatan transforms himself into a malach ohr (an angel of
light);

15 It is no big “megillah,” therefore, if also Hasatanʼs ministers transform themselves as
ministers of Tzedek. Their end will be according to their ma'asim.

16 Listen here, let no one think me a tipesh (idiot). But if you do think me a yold (fool),
then receive me as a yold that I, too, may boast ki hu zeh (a small amount).§

17What I speak in this bitachonofboasting, I speaknot according toMoshiachAdoneinu,
but as a yold.

18Als (since)many boast according to the basar, I also will boast.
19 For magnanimously you put up with fools, being such talmidei chachamim your-

selves!
20 For you put up with it quite well, if anyone trades you into slavery, if anyone turns

you into their supper, if anyone lifts yourwallet, if anyone exalts himself into your gontser
macher, if anyone gives you a klop in the ponem.

21 To my bushah, I say that we were too weak for that! But, nevertheless, in whatever
way anyonemay have chutzpah in foolishness, I also will speak with chutzpah.

22Are they Ivrim? So am I. Are they Yisroelim? So am I. Are they Zera Avraham? So am
I.*

23 Are they mesharetei HaMoshiach? — I am talking like someone who is meshuggah
— † I can outdo them: in labors more abundantly, in imprisonments more frequently, in
beatings more by far, and often near death.

24By Yehudim chamash pe'amim I had the arba'im lashes minus one!‡
25 Shloshah pe'amim I was beaten with rods,§ pa'am achat I was stoned,* shloshah

pe'amim I was shipwrecked, spending a lailah and a yom in the open sea;
26 In journeys often, in sakanot mavet (mortal danger) from rivers, in sakanot mavet

from robbers, in sakanot mavet frommy own people,† in sakanot mavet from Goyim,‡ in
sakanot mavet in the shtetl, in sakanot mavet in the country, in sakanot mavet in the sea,
in sakanot mavet among achei sheker (false brothers);

27 In labor and toil, in watchings, often in famine and thirst, in tzomot often, in cold and
nakedness;§

28Beside the things fromwithout, there is the pressure onme yomyom, the care of all of
Moshiachʼs Kehillot.

29Who is weak and I am not weak?* Who is caused to fall into chet (sin), and I do not
burn?

30 If it is necessary for me to boast, then I will boast of myweaknesses.†
31 HASHEM, Elohim HaAv of HaMoshiach Yehoshua knows [Hamevorach l'olmei

olamim!] that I am not speaking sheker.‡
32 In Damascus the Ethnarch under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus to

arrest me,
33And I was let down through the wall through a window in a basket, and escaped his

hands.§

12
1 It is necessary for me to boast, nothing gained by it, yet I now come to marot (visions)

and chazonot (revelations) of Adoneinu.
2 I have da'as of a man in Moshiach arba esreh shanah (fourteen years) before, whether

in or out of the basar I do not have da'as, HASHEM knows — such a man was snatched up
and raptured to the raki'a haShlishi of Shomayim.

3 And I have da'as that such a man, whether in or out of the basar I do not have da'as,
HASHEM knows,

4 That he was caught away into Gan-Eden and heard inexpressible devarim which to
utter such words Bnei Adam have no heter (permit).

5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on behalf of myself I will not boast, except in
myweaknesses.*

‡ 11:13Pp 3:2 § 11:16 2C 12:6 * 11:22Pp 3:5 † 11:23 1C 15:10 ‡ 11:24Dt 25:3 § 11:25Ac 16:10 * 11:25

Ac 14:19 † 11:26 Ac 9:23 ‡ 11:26 Ac 14:5 § 11:27 2C 6:5 * 11:29 1C 9:22 † 11:30 2C 12:5 ‡ 11:31 2C

1:23 § 11:33 Ac 9:24-25 * 12:5 2C 11:30
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6 But if I desire to boast, I will not be a yold (fool)† for I will speak HaEmes; but I spare
you, lest anyone gives me credit beyondwhat he sees inme or hears in me.

7 Therefore, lest I should be too exalted especially by the excess of my chazonot, there
was given to me a kotz (thorn, splinter) in my basar, a malach of HaSatan, for the purpose
of using his fists onme,‡ lest I should be too exalted.§

8 I davened shalosh pe'amim, calling upon Adoneinu that it might depart fromme.
9And HaAdon said to me, “My Chesed is ad kahn (sufficient for the purpose, enough) for

you, for My ko'ach (power) is perfected in weakness.” With lev samei'ach therefore will I
boast in myweaknesses that the gevurah of Moshiachmight be a shelter over me.*

10 Therefore, I take pleasure in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
tzoros on behalf of Moshiach; for whenever I am weak, then the gibbor (strong man) am
I!†

11 I have been a yold! You forcedme. For I ought to be commended by you, for in nothing
I was behind themost groise (eminent) Shlichim,‡ even if I am nothing.

12 Indeed the otot (signs) of the Shliach of Moshiach were brought about among you in
all savlanut (patience), both by otot andmoftim and gevurot.§

13For inwhat have you been short-changed compared to the rest ofMoshiachʼs Kehillot,
except that I myself was not a burden on you?* Do pardonme this slight!

14Hinei, this is the pa'am shlishit I am ready to come to you,† and I will not be a burden;
for I seek not yours but you, for yeladim ought not to lay up for their horim (parents), but
horim for their yeladim.‡

15Butwith simcha Iwill expendandbeutterly expended for thenefashot (souls)of you.§
If more abundantly I have ahavah for you, are you to have less ahavah for me?

16But let thematter ofmy being a burden on you be as it may, some say, “Crafty jack that
I am, I took you by ormah (cunning).”*

17Now I didn't take advantage of any of you through anyone I sent to you, did I?
18 I urgedTitos to go, and I sentwithhim theAchb'Moshiach;†Titosdidn't takeadvantage

of you, did he? Did we not walk our derech by the same Ruach Hakodesh? We did not
march out of step, did Titos and I?

19All along have you been thinking thatwe aremaking a hitstaddekut (defense, apology)
before you? No, beforeHASHEM inMoshiachwe speak! Everythingwe do, Chaverim, is for
the sake of your chozek (strength) and edification!

20 For I fear lest efsher (perhaps) when I come I may not find you as I wish‡ and that
you may not find me as you wish; I fear lest efsher there be merivah (strife), kinah
(jealousy), ka'as (anger),machalokot (divisions), lashonhora (evil speech), ga'avah (conceit),
commotions;

21Lest when I come againHASHEM Elohaimaymakeme anav (humble) before you, and I
shouldhave agmatnefesh overmanyof the oneswho committed averos before,§ andhave
not made teshuva from the tumah (uncleanness) and zenut (fornication) and debauchery
which they practiced.

13
1 This is the pa'am hashlishit I am coming to you;* by the PI SHNAYIM SHLOSHAH

EDIM†(by themouth of two or three witnesses), every dvar shall be established.
2 I warned those who committed averos before and all the rest, and, now absent, I warn

them again, as I did when I made pakad (visit) the pa'am hashenit, that if I come again, I
will not spare, I will not be lenient,

3Als (since) you seek to test if Moshiach is speaking inme. Moshiach is not weak toward
you, but is GIBBOR in you.‡

4 For indeed he was talui al HaEtz§(being hanged on the Tree) out of weakness,* but
Moshiach lives by the gevurat HASHEM. Likewise, we areweak in him, yetwewill livewith
him by the gevurat HASHEM(the power of G-d) toward you.

5Perform a bedikah (examination) on yourselves to see if you are in the† emunah (faith).
Test and prove yourselves.‡ Or do you yourselves not have da'as that Moshiach is in you?
Unless you are reprobate and unapproved.§

† 12:6 2C 10:8; 11:16 ‡ 12:7 Job 2:6 § 12:7Num 33:55 * 12:9 1Kgs 19:12 † 12:10 Pp 4:11,13 ‡ 12:11 2C

11:5 § 12:12 Ro 15:19 * 12:13 2C 11:9 † 12:14 2C 13:1 ‡ 12:14 Prov 19:14 § 12:15 Pp 2:17 * 12:16Gn

3:1 † 12:18 2C 8:6,16-18 ‡ 12:20 2C 2:1-4 § 12:21 2C 13:2 * 13:1 2C 12:14 † 13:1Dt 19:15 ‡ 13:3 Isa 9:5
§ 13:4 Dt 21:23 * 13:4 Pp 2:7-8 † 13:5Orthodox Jewish ‡ 13:5 1C 11:28 § 13:5 Lam 3:40
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6But I have tikvah that you will have da'as that we are not unapproved.
7Nowwe daven (pray) to HASHEM that you do not do any rah (evil), not that we Shlichim

may appear to have stood the test, but that you may do hatov (the good), though we may
seem to have failed.

8For we are not able to do anything against HaEmes, but only for HaEmes.*
9 For we have lev same'ach when we are megareia (weakened) and you are strong, for

this also we daven (pray), that is, for your shelemut (perfection), your tikkun (restoration
repair).

10 Therefore, while I am absent I write this iggeret so that when I am present I may
not treat you with severity, according to the samchut (authority) which Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu gaveme for your chozek (strength) and not for your churban.†

11 For the rest, Achim b'Moshiach, rejoice with simcha.‡ Come to order and chazzak (be
strong)! Have achdus (unity) in your machshavot (thoughts). Live in shalom. And the G-d
of ahavah and shalomwill be with you.§

12Greet one another with a neshikat hakodesh.
13All the Kedoshim say, “Shalom!”
14 The Chen v'Chesed Adoneinu Moshiach and the ahavas HASHEM and the dveykus

HaRuach Hakodesh be with you all.*

* 13:8 1C 13:6 † 13:10 2C 2:3; 10:8,11 ‡ 13:11 Pp 4:4 § 13:11 Ro 15:33 * 13:14 [Zohar telat rishin khad
hu, three heads are one, Zohar vol iii p.288 versa Amsterdam Edition.] Rav Sha'ul has “boasted” of his weaknesses. The
hardships he tells us about in chapters 4:8-9; 6:4-5; 11:23-29; 12:10 are evidence that HASHEM has been the author of his
ministry which would otherwise have been impossible if G-d did not show His strength through weak and unworthy
vessels, which is what all ministers are. This letter was writtenmore than ten years before Rav Sha'ulʼs martyrdom.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Galatia

Introduction
Galatians was probably written around 49 C.E. just after Rav Sha'ulʼs first Shlichus

journey. It was probably written from Antioch in Syria. The chukim of the Torah along
with bris milah are the covenant privileges given by HASHEM to preserve the existence of
Yehudim as a people (see Ac 21:20-26; 16:1-3); however, as individuals, Jews aswell as non-
Jews must not take their eyes off saving faithʼs all-important eternal bris milah excision
of the unregenerate “basar,” which excision is hitkhadshut regeneration and rebirth in
Moshiach in the Ruach Hakodesh, the only salvation for Abraham no less than for all
Abrahamʼs children. See Yn 3:3 and Co 2:11-13.
This book covers some of the same themes as that of Romans, whichwaswritten around

57 C.E. Look at Ga 3:12-13 and also Ro 4:14. When certain legalists visited the Galatian
congregations and taught thesenon-Jews adoctrine that added conditions to salvation, the
corrective had to be made that those who have a claim to the inheritance on the basis of
their fulfillment of the lawboil down toone individual,Moshiach, as is stated inGa3:12-13.
So only Moshiach has a claim on HASHEM on the basis of his obedience and his total walk
on the Derech Hakodesh in that he never sinned (MJ 4:15; 7:26; 1K 2:22; Isa 53:9; Yn 8:23;
8:46; Ex 12:5; Yn 1:29; 2C 5:21). Anyone else who assumes such about himself or herself
is delusional. For as bnei Adam we are sin not just in what we do, but in what we are, as
blind, depraved creatures running from theWord and hiding in our shame and guilt (see
Ps 51; Gn 3:8). Howcanwe seek self-attained salvation throughmeritoriousworks ifwedo
not even understand our own depravity and need for HASHEMʼs gracious gift of Moshiach
Tzidkeinu? This was the problemwith the Galatians.

1 From Sha'ul, a Shliach, not from Bnei Adam, nor through Bnei Adam, but through
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua and HASHEM, Elohim Avinu, the One of whom [we
say] Mechayyei Mesim Atah (Thou Revivest the Dead), even theMoshiach,

2And from all the Achim B'Moshiach withme; to the Kehillot of Galatia.
3 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to you and Shalom HASHEM from Elohim Avinu and Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu,
4 The one having made a matnat Elohim of himself, on behalf of chattoteynu (our sins),

so that he might rescue us out of the Olam Hazeh [Yom Tzarah], this age, this present evil
age, according to the ratzon HASHEM(will of G-d), even Avinu,

5Lo hakavod l'olmei olamim. Omein.
6 I am shocked that so quickly you are being turned from the One who granted you the

kri'ah (calling), summoning you by the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Moshiach. I am shocked
that so quickly you are being turned from this to a different “Besuras HaGeulah.”

7Not that there is another, mind you! Except that there are some individuals disturbing
and troubling you,* desiring to twist and pervert the Besuras HaGeulah† of Moshiach.

8But even if we‡ or a malach from Shomayim should pose as maggidim [for Moshiach]
and make a hachrazah (proclamation) to you of a “Besuras HaGeulah” other than that
Besuras HaGeulah which we preached to you, let such a one be ARUR HAISH§(Cursed is
theman) and set under cherem (ban of destruction) and onesh Gehinnom (damnation).

9 As we have previously said, and now again I say, if any one preaches a “Besuras
HaGeulah” to you other than that which you received, let him be ARUR HAISH and be
consigned to onesh Gehinnom.

10 Am I now seeking the ishshur (approval) of Bnei Adam? Or the haskama (approval)
of HASHEM? Or am I seeking to be a man-pleaser? If [and this is not the case] I were still
pleasing Bnei Adam, I would not have been the eved of Moshiach.

11For Imefarsem (makeknown) toyou,AchimB'Moshiach, theBesurasHaGeulahhaving
been preached byme, that it is not according to Bnei Adam;

12For neither did I receive it from Bnei Adam nor was I taught it, but no, it was through
a chazon (revelation) of Moshiach Yehoshua.

13 For you heard of my derech, my halakhah, my hitnahagut (conduct) in earlier times
in Yahadut (Judaism), how Iwas to an extraordinary degree bringing redifah (persecution)
upon the Kehillah of HASHEM andwasmaking havoc of it,

* 1:7 Ga 5:12 † 1:7 Isa 40:9; 60:6 ‡ 1:8 Shlichim, emissaries of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach § 1:8 Josh 6:26
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14 And I was shtaig (working my way up, advancing, progressing) in Yahadut (Judaism)
beyond many of my landsmen, being more abundantly machmir and a kannai (zealot)
bekius for the minhagim, the Masorot haAvot, the kabbalah (oral tradition), the Torah
Sheb'al Peh, the Halakhah of my Avot.

15 But when HASHEM was pleased, when it was the ratzon HASHEM, HASHEM being the
Onewho separatedme as kodeshKERA'ANIMIME'EI IMMI*(He calledme from thewombof
mymother) and grantedme the kri'ah (calling), summoningme through the Chen v'Chesed
of HASHEM,

16To revealHis Zun funderOybershter inme, that ImightpreachHimamong theGoyim,
immediately, then, I did not consult with basar vadahm (flesh and blood),

17Nordid I goup to Yerushalayim to thosewhowereMoshiachʼs Shlichimbeforeme, but
I went away hitbodedut into Arabia and again I returned to Damascus.

18Then, after shalosh shanim (three years),I went up to Yerushalayim to get acquainted
with Kefa, and I stayed with him chamishah asar yamim (fifteen days).

19But other of the Moshiachʼs Shlichim I did not see except Ya'akov achi Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu.†

20Now, what things I write to you, hinei, before HASHEM I do not speak sheker.
21Next I went into the regions of Syria and of Cilicia,
22But I was unknown panim el panim by the Kehillot of Moshiach in Yehudah;
23Only they were hearing that “the one once bringing redifah (persecution) upon us is

now preaching the‡ Emunahwhich once he was pillaging.”
24And they were glorifying HASHEM in§me.

2
1Then, after arbah esrey shanim (fourteen years), again* Iwent up to Yerushalayimwith

Bar-Nabba, having taken withme also Titos.
2 Yet I went up according to a chazon (revelation), and I laid before them the Besuras

HaGeulahwhich I proclaimamong theGoyim, but I did this privately to themenof repute,†
lest I should run, or should prove to have run, L'TOHU (in vain).‡

3But Titos, the one withme, a Yevani (Greek), was not compelled to undergo bris milah.
4But because of the achei sheker (false brothers) b'Moshiach, the ones secretly brought

in, the ones who crept in to spy out our DEROR§(freedom) which we have in Moshiach
Yehoshua al menat (in order that) theymight enslave us.

5 To these enslavers not for one hour did we yield in subjection, that HaEmes of the
Besuras HaGeulahmight continue and remain with you.*

6 But from the men of repute whatever they once were matters nothing to me, ki ein
masso panim imHASHEM(for there is no respect of personswithG-d, no partiality), for tome
these men of repute added nothing.

7But, on the contrary, having seen that I havebeen entrustedwith theBesurasHaGeulah
for those without the bris milah, just as Kefa was for those with the bris milah,

8 For the One having worked in Kefa for a Shlichus to those with the bris milah also
worked inme for a Shlichus to the Goyim.

9And realizing the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM having been given to me, Ya'akov† and Kefa
and Yochanan, the men of repute, the ones seeming to be Ammudei HaKehillah (Pillars of
the Kehillah), extended tome and to Bar-Nabba the yad yeminam (right hands) as a sign of
Achavah B'Moshiach (Brotherhood inMoshiach), that we should be for those of the Goyim,
but they for those of the bris milah,

10Only that we should remember the Aniyim (the Poor), the very thing which I was also
eager to do.

11 But when Kefa came to Antioch, I stood against him to his face, because there was
found in him a dvar ashmah (a thing of guilt, condemnation).

12 For, before certain ones‡ came from Ya'akov, Kefa was as a matter of course sitting at
tish at betzi'at halechem (breaking of bread) at the Seudos Moshiach with the Goyim; but,
when they came, Kefa drew back andwas separating himself, fearing the ones§ of the bris
milah.*

* 1:15 Isa 49:1 † 1:19 T.N. Ya'akov and Sha'ul were both unbelievers before the appearance of theMoshiach to them

after His histalkus— see 1C 15:7 ‡ 1:23Messianic Orthodox Jewish § 1:24 bymeans of * 2:1Ac 11:30 † 2:2

Ga 2:9 ‡ 2:2 Isa 49:4; 65:23 § 2:4 Lv 25:10 * 2:5 Galatian Goyim † 2:9 See Mt 13:55 ‡ 2:12 Jerusalem

visitors § 2:12 the Jerusalem party * 2:12 Ac 15:5
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13And the rest of the Yehudimwhowerema'aminimb'Moshiach joinedwith Kefa in this
dissembling, so that even Bar-Nabba was carried awaywith their tzevi'ut (hypocrisy).

14 But when I saw that their halichah, their hitnahagut (conduct) was not the Derech
HaYashar (Straight Way) with respect to HaEmes of HaBesuras HaGeulah, I said to Kefa
before all, “If you, being a Yehudi, have a hitnahagut that is according to the DerechGoyim
and not the Derech Yehudim, how do you compel the Goyim to live as the Yehudim?”

15We ourselves are Yehudim by birth and not Goyishe chote'im (sinners).
16 Yet we have da'as that a man cannot be YITZDAK IM HASHEM†(be justified with G-d)

by [depending on] the ma'asim of Gezetz (Law), but through emunah in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiachYehoshua. Andwehavecome tohavebitachon inRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
Yehoshua, that we can be YITZDAK IM HASHEM‡(be justified with G-d) by emunah in
Moshiach and not by§ ma'asim, because by taryag mitzvot KOL CHAI LO YITZDAK*(all
living shall not be justified).

17Now, if, by seeking to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM inMoshiach, we ourselveswere found
also to be chote'im (sinners),† then in that case is Moshiach a kohen for iniquity, aminister
serving sin? Chas v'Shalom (G-d forbid)!

18 For if what I destroyed, these things I again rebuild,‡ I display myself to be a poshei'a
(transgressor).

19For I, through the Torah,§ died in relation to the gezetz,* so that Imight live toHASHEM.
WithMoshiach I have been talui al haetz†(hanging on the tree).

20But it is no longerAnochi (I)who lives, butMoshiachwho lives inme, and the Chayyim
I now live in the basar, I live by emunah, emunah in the Zun fun der Oybershter,‡ the one
having ahavah (agape) for me and having given himself over, onmy behalf.

21 I do not set aside the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM; for if the MAH (how) an ENOSH (man)
is to be YITZDAK IM HASHEM§ is found through Gezetz chumra, then Moshiach died for
nothing and L'TOHU (in vain).*

3
1 O senseless Galatians, who bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua was publicly shown forth as having been TALUI AL
HAETZ*(hanging on the tree).

2 This one thing only I want to learn from you: did you receive the Ruach HaKodesh by
means of ma'asim of Gezetz (works of Law) or bymeans of the hearing of emunah?

3 You lack seichel; having begun in the Ruach HaKodesh, will you now be perfected in
the basar?

4Did you suffer somany things lashav (in vain)? — if it really was lashav.
5 So then, HASHEM who is supplying to you the Ruach HaKodesh and producing nifla'ot

(miracles) among you, bywhatmeans doesHedo it, byma'asimofGezetz or by the hearing
of emunah?

6 — Just as Avraham Avinu HE'EMIN B'HASHEM V'YACHSHEVEHA LO
TZEDAKAH†(believed HASHEM and it [his faith] was accounted to him for righteousness).

7Know then, that the Bnei HaEmunah, these ones are the Bnei Avraham Avinu!
8 And the Kitvei HaKodesh, having foreseen that HASHEM would yatzdik (justify) the

Goyimbyemunah, preached theBesurasHaGeulahbeforehand toAvrahamAvinu, saying,
V'NIVRECHU VO KOL GOYEI HA'ARETZ‡(All the peoples of the earthwill be blessed in you).

9For this reason, the ones of emunah receive the bracha (blessing)with AvrahamAvinu
hama'amin (the believer).

10 For as many as are seeking “YITZDAK IM HASHEM” by ma'asim of Gezetz are under
a kelalah (curse); for it has been written, ARUR ASHER LO YAKIM ES DIVREI HATORAH
HAZOT LA'ASOT OTAM§(Cursed is everyone who does not uphold, abide by all the words of
this Torah to do them).

11 Now it is clear that not one person is YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified with G-d) by
Gezetz, because V'TZADDIK BE'EMUNATO YICHEYEH*(the righteous by his faith will live).

12But the Gezetz is not of emunah, but theman YA'ASEH OTAMVACHAI†(who does these
things will live [by them]).

† 2:16 Job 25:4 ‡ 2:16 Job 25:4 § 2:16 supposed zokheh merit of * 2:16 Ps 143:2 † 2:17 2:15; Ro 3:9,23
‡ 2:18 Ga 1:23; 5:2 § 2:19 Ga 3:13 * 2:19 Ro 7:4-6 † 2:19 Dt 21:23 ‡ 2:20Moshiach § 2:21 Job 25:4
* 2:21 Isa 49:4; 65:23 * 3:1Dt 21:23 † 3:6Gn 15:6 ‡ 3:8Gn 18:18; 12:3 § 3:10Dt 27:26; cf Ro 2:10 * 3:11
Hab 2:4 † 3:12 Lv 18:5
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13Moshiach redeemedus from the kelalah (curse) of the Torah, having become a kelalah
(curse) on behalf of us, because it has been written, KILELAT HASHEM is on NIVLATO
TALUI AL HAETZ‡(Curse of G-d is on the NEVELAH (body, corpse) being hanged on the tree),

14 In order that to the Goyim the Bracha of Avraham Avinu might come by Moshiach
Yehoshua, that the havtachah (promise) of the Ruach haKodesh wemight receive through
emunah.

15 Achim B'Moshiach, I speak according to human dimyon (analogy). Even a brit
(covenant) having been confirmed by Bnei Adam no one sets aside or adds to it.

16Now to AvrahamAvinuwere spoken the havtachot (promises) and to his ZERA§(seed).
He does not say V'LIZERAECHAH (and to your seeds), as concerningmany, but as concern-
ing one, “and to the ZERA of you,” and that ZERA is Moshiach.

17And this I say: a brit (covenant), which was previously confirmed by HASHEM, cannot
be annulled so as to abolish the havtachah (promise) by the Mattan Torah — which was
given arbame'ot usheloshim shanah (four hundred and thirty years) later.*

18For if the nachalah (inheritance) is based onGezetz, it is no longer based on havtachah
(promise); but HASHEM has given the nachalah to AvrahamAvinu by havtachah (promise).

19 Why then the Mattan Torah (Giving of the Torah)? The Torah was added because
of peysha'im, until the ZERA (Moshiach) should come to whom the havtachah had been
made.† Now the Torahwas administered throughmalachim‡ by the hand of ametavech.§

20Now themetavech is not for only one, but Elohim hu echad.*
21 Is the Torah, mimeila (consequently, as a result), against the havtachot (promises) of

HASHEM? Chas v'Shalom (G-d forbid)! For if Gezetz had been given that had the ko'ach
(power) to affect hitkhadshut (regeneration), then to be YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified
with G-d)would indeed have been based onma'asim of Gezetz.

22But the Kitvei HaKodesh consigned all things under HaChet (Sin),† that the havtachah
(promise) might be given by emunah in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to the
ma'aminim.

23But before Emunah came,wewere being held in custody, being confined and guarded
for the about-to-be-revealed Emunah.

24This is the result: theGezetz functionedasouromenet (governess)untoMoshiach, that
by emunahwemight be YITZDAK IMHASHEM.

25But Emunah having come, we are no longer under an omenet (governess).
26 For through emunah in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, you are all yeladim of

Elohim.
27 For as many as have had a tevilah into Moshiach have clothed yourselves with

Moshiach.
28 There is not Yehudi nor Yevani (Greek), there is not eved (servant) nor Ben Chorin

(freedman), there is not zachar (male) nor nekevah (female), for you are all echad in
Moshiach Yehoshua.

29And, if you belong to Moshiach,‡ then you are of the ZERA of Avraham Avinu, you are
yoreshim (heirs) according to the havtachah (promise).

4
1Now I say this: for howevermuch timeas the yoresh (heir)hasnot attainedhismajority

(thestateor timeofbeingof full legalage, orhisreligiousmajority, hisBarMitzvah), hediffers
nothing from an eved, though being Ba'al Bayit of all the nachalah (inheritance).

2 And he is under shomrim (guardians) and omnot (governesses) until the time previ-
ously appointed by the Ba'al Bayit.

3So alsowe,whenwewere immature, had been enslavedunder the yesodot (rudiments)
of the OlamHazeh.

4Butwhen the fullness of timehadcome,HASHEMsent forthhis Zun funderOybershter,*
born of an isha,† born under Gezetz (Law),

5 That Moshiach might bring the Geulah (Redemption) to the ones under Gezetz (Law),
thatwemight receive theMa'amadHaBanim (the standingas sons), the bechirah adoption.

6Andbecauseyouarebanim,HASHEMsent forth theRuachofHisZun funderOybershter
into your levavot, crying “Abba, Avinu!”

7 So you are no longer an eved but a ben; and if a ben, also a yoresh through HASHEM.

‡ 3:13Dt 21:23 § 3:16Gn 22:18 * 3:17 Ex 12:40 † 3:19Gn 22:18 ‡ 3:19Dt 33:2; Ps 68:18 § 3:19 Lv 26:46;

Num 36:13 * 3:20 Dt 6:4 † 3:22 Dt 27:26 ‡ 3:29 Isa 53:10 * 4:4Moshiach, 2Sm 7:14; Ps 2:7; 89:27f † 4:4
Gn 3:15; Isa 7:14; Mic 5:2
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8But, formerly, when you did not have da'as (knowledge) of HASHEM, you were avadim
serving that which is by nature not HaEl Ha'Amiti (the true G-d).

9 But, now, having known HASHEM, or rather having been known by HASHEM, how is it
that you are returning to theweak and beggarly yesodot (rudiments) of the OlamHazeh to
which again you want to renew your service as avadim?

10 You‡ observe yamim (days) and chodashim (months, new moons) and mo'adim (fixed
times, festivals) and shanim.

11 I fear for you, lest somehow efsher (perhaps) I have labored for you lashav (in vain).
12Become as I am, because I also became as you are, Achim B'Moshiach. I implore you.

You didme nowrong.
13And you know that it was due to chulshat habasar (weakness of the flesh, sickness) that

I first preached the Besuras HaGeulah to you,
14 and your nisayon (trial) in my basar you did not despise nor did you loathe, but as a

malach HASHEM you receivedme, as RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshua himself.
15Where then is your birkat Shomayim? For I testify to you that if possible, having torn

out your eynayeem (eyes), you would havemade amattanah (gift) of them tome.
16 So, then, have I become your oyev (enemy) by telling you HaEmes?
17They (themohalimhaGoyim) are zealously courting you, but not in a goodway; rather,

they desire to cut you off and shut you out, in order that youmay be zealous for them.
18Now it is tov ma'od to be zealous in a good thing all the time, and not only during my

presence with you.
19 My yeladim, for whom again I suffer chevlei leydah (birth pains) until Moshiach is

formed in you,
20Would that I were present with you just now and could changemy tone, because I am

baffled by you.
21Tell me, you Goyimwhowish to be under Gezetz, do you not possess “shema” hearing

of the Torah?
22 For the Torah says that Avraham Avinu had shnei banim (two sons), one of shifchah

(the slave woman) and one of the gevirah.
23But the one of the slave woman has been born according to the basar, and the one of

the free woman has been born through the havtachah (promise).
24 Now these things can be taken derech mashal (figuratively); for these are two

beritot§(covenants), one from Mount Sinai bearing banim for avdut (slavery, bondage):
this is Hagar.

25Now, Hagar is the Mount Sinai in Arabia; and corresponds to the Yerushalayim of the
present, for she is in avdut with her banim.*

26But the Yerushalayimabove is a Bat Chorin (daughter of freedom), the Imma lechulanu
(theMother of us all).†

27 For it has been written, RANNI AKARAH LO YALADAH PITZCHI RINNAH V'TZAHALI
LO CHALAHKI RABBIM BENEI SHOMEMAHMIB'NEI VE'ULAH (Sing, rejoice, O barren, the
one not giving birth, break forth into song and shout for joy, the one not suffering birth pains;
becausemore are the children of the desolate woman than the one having the husband).‡

28But you, Achimb'Moshiach, are BneiHaHavtacha (Sonsof thePromise), like Yitzchak.§
29 But just as at that time the one born according to the basar was bringing redifah

(persecution) on the one born according to the Ruach HaKodesh, so it is now also.
30 But what does the Kitvei HaKodesh say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for

never will the son of the slave woman inherit with my son, the son of the free woman.”*
31Therefore, Achim B'Moshiach, we are not Bnei “HAAMAH” (Sons of the SlaveWoman)

but Bnei HaKhofshi'yah (Sons of Lady Freedom, the Freedwoman).

5
1For this “zman cheruteinu” (PesachHaggadah Kiddush), Moshiach freed us; stand fast,

therefore, and be not again bound by an ol (yoke) of avdut (slavery).
2Hinei, I Sha'ul say to you, that if youGoyimundergo the brismilah,Moshiachwill profit

you nothing.*
3And I testify again to every one of you undergoing bris milah that such is chal (placed

under obligation) to do the taryagmitzvot.

‡ 4:10 Galatian Goyim § 4:24 see Ga 3:17 * 4:25 see 2C 3:14 † 4:26 Ps 87:5-6; Ex 25:40; Isa 49:20f; 54:1-13
‡ 4:27 Isa 54:1 § 4:28 Gn 18:10 * 4:30 Gn 21:10 * 5:2 Ga 3:12-14
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4Youwhowant to be YITZDAK IMHASHEM (justifiedwithG-d) by [boasting in] chumra,†
by ma'asim of Gezetz, are estranged from Moshiach, you at that point fall from the Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM.‡

5Forweby theRuachHakodesh eagerly await by emunah that forwhichwehave tikvah,
our Tzidkat HASHEM righteousness.

6For in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua neither milah is of any force nor the lack
of it, but emunahworking through ahavah.§

7You [Goyim]were runningwell: who hindered you frombeing persuaded byHaEmes?
8This persuasion is not of the One calling you.
9A little chametz leavens all habatzek (the dough).*
10 I have bitachon, (confidence) in you in Adoneinu that youwill think nothing other, but

the one troubling you will bear the judgment, whoever hemay be.
11 But if I preach [to Goyim] the bris milah, Achim B'Moshiach, why am I still being

persecuted? In that case, the michshol (stumbling block) of [Moshiachʼs] Etz† has been
abolished.

12O if the ones (themohalim of Goyim) troubling you would castrate themselves!
13 For, Achim B'Moshiach, you were called for “zman Cheruteinu”;‡ only use not the

Cherut for a pretext for the basar, but, through ahavah (agape), minister to one another
as avadim (servants).

14 For the entire Torah has been summed up in one word: V'AHAVTA L'RE'ACHA
KAMOCHA§(Love your neighbor as yourself).

15But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another.
16But I say, let your halakhahbeby theRuachHaKodesh, andbynomeanswill you carry

out the ta'avot (lusts) of the basar.
17 For the basar desires against the Ruach HaKodesh, and the Ruach HaKodesh desires

against the basar — for these oppose each other —with the result that the things you wish
you cannot do.*

18But if by the Ruach HaKodesh you are led, you are not under Gezetz.
19 Now the ma'asei habasar are manifest, dehainu (being): zenut (fornication), tum'ah

(impurity), zimmah (licentiousness),
20 Avodah zarah (idolatry), kashefanut (sorcery, witchcraft), eivot (enmities), merivah

(strife), kinah (jealousy), rogez (anger), anochiyut (selfishness), machalokot (dissensions),
kitot (sects),

21 Tzarut ayin (envyings), shichrut (drunkenness), holelut (carousing) and things like
these, of which I tell you beforehand, as I said previously, that the ones practicing such
things will not receive the nachalah (inheritance) of the Malchut HASHEM.

22 But the p'ri of the Ruach HaKodesh is ahavah (agape), simcha (joy), shalom (peace),
savlanut (patience), nedivut (generosity, kindness), chesed (loving-kindness), ne'emanut
(faithfulness),

23 Anavah (meekness, shiflut, lowliness), shlitah atzmi (self-control)…would you not
agree? — against these things there is no issur (proscription in the Torah).

24 But the ones who are mekabel Moshiach Yehoshua have put to be talui al
HaEtz†(hanging on the Tree) the basar with its teshukot (desires) and its ta'avot (lusts).

25 If we live by the Ruach HaKodesh, we should stay in line with the Derech HaYashar
(StraightWay) of the Ruach HaKodesh.

26Let usnot becomeba'alei ga'avah (conceited, haughtypersons), provoking one another,
envying one another.

6
1 Achim B'Moshiach, if indeed a man is overtaken in some averah, you ones with

ruchniyus restore such a one in a spirit of anavah (meekness), watching out for yourself
lest also you come under nisayon (temptation).

2Bear one anotherʼs burdens* and thus you will fulfill the Torah of Moshiach.
3For if anyone thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
4 But let each man prove his own ma'aseh and then in his own ma'asim rather than in

that of his re'a (neighbor) he will find kavod.
5For eachmanmust bear his ownmassa (burden).

† 5:4 i.e., legal justification ‡ 5:4 T.N. See Ep 2:8-9 § 5:6 see Ga 5:2 Gentile context * 5:9 See Pesach Haggadah
† 5:11Ga 3:12-14; Dt 21:23 ‡ 5:13 5:1 § 5:14 Lv 19:18 * 5:17 See Romans chapter 7 † 5:24Dt 21:23 * 6:2
Ps 55:23
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6 And let the one being taught limudei kodesh (sacred studies) in the Kitvei HaKodesh
share in all good things with his rabbinic moreh.†

7Do not be led astray. HASHEM is notmocked. Forwhatever aman sows, this also hewill
reap.

8For the one sowing to the basar of himself, of the basarwill reap churban (destruction);
but theone sowing to theRuachHaKodesh, of theRuachHaKodeshwill reapChayyeiOlam.

9Now let us not lose chozek in doingGemilut Chasadim, for BE'ITO‡(in its season)wewill
reap, if we faint not.

10Therefore, then, aswehave opportunity, we should doma'asim tovim towards all, and
especially towards the Bnei Beis HaEmunah.

11 SEE WITH WHAT GROISE LETTERS I WROTE TO YOUWITH MY OWN HAND.
12 As many as crave to be good preeners in the basar,§ these compel you (Goyim) to

undergo bris milah; they (the mohalim of Goyim) do so only to avoid suffering redifah
(persecution) for the Etz of Moshiach.*

13For not even those of the party of the bris milah are shomermitzvot themselves; they
(themohalimofGoyim)want you (Goyim) to undergobrismilah for thepurpose of boasting
in your basar!

14 But may it not be to me to boast, except in HaEtz HaMoshiach† Yehoshua Adoneinu,
throughwhom the OlamHazeh has become nevelah talui al HaEtz‡(corpse hanging on the
tree) to me, and I have become a nevelah talui al HaEtz (corpse hanging on the tree) to the
OlamHazeh.

15 For neither bris milah is anything, nor fehlt (the lacking) of bris milah, but a Bri'a
Chadasha.§

16And as many as stay in line with the Derech HaYashar (Straight Way) of these divrei
torah, Shalom HASHEM and Chesed HASHEM be upon them, and upon the Yisroel of
HASHEM.*

17For the rest, let no one give me anymore tzoros; for I bear in my basar the chabburot
haYehoshua (wounds, stripes of Yehoshua).†

18 Achim B'Moshiach, the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua Adoneinu be with your neshamah. Omein.

† 6:6 2Ti 3:14-15 ‡ 6:9 Ps 1:3 § 6:12 Ro 2:29 * 6:12 Dt 21:23 † 6:14 Dt 21:23 ‡ 6:14 Dt 21:23 § 6:15

T.N. See Ga 5:2 Gentile context contra Ac 21:21 * 6:16 See Ro 2:28-29 † 6:17 Isa 53:5
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Ephesus

Introduction
This letter was written roughly 61-62 C.E. along with Colossians, Philippians, and

Philemon. Rav Sha'ul had been confined in Caesarea before coming to Rome, where he
was freed from house arrest around 63 and then rearrested and died al kiddush ha-Shem
around 67. Kefaʼs writings, the writings of Yochanan, Yehuda, Lukas, Mattityahu, and
Markos all came to be written down in this period or somewhat later, thoughmuch of the
material had existed in oral andwritten form for some time, and had been preached over
and over for thirty years. Does this seem like a long time? It is not. I have in my hands
as I write this a book on Orthodox Jewish vocabulary I purchased over 30 years ago when
I began this translation work as a doctoral student. It seems like only yesterday. I can
remember the Jewish bookstore like I was there last week. Thematerial in the writings of
theBrit Chadasha is that close to theevents fromYochananʼs tevilah to the fall of Jerusalem.

1 Sha'ul a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua b'ratzon HASHEM(by the will
of G-d) to the Kedoshimwho are in Ephesus, and who are HaNe'emanim in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua;

2 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to you and shalom from Elokim Avinu and Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.

3Baruch HASHEM Elokim Avi Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, who has
bestowed on us every birkat hanefesh in Shomayim inMoshiach,

4 Just as He in Him chose us to be part of HASHEMʼs Bechirim (Chosen Ones) before
the hivvased tevel (foundation of the world), that we should be Kedoshim and without
mum*(defect) before Him in ahavah:†

5Having provided the yi'udmerosh (predestination) for us to be chosen as adopted bnei
brit through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to Himself, according to the chafetz
(good pleasure) of His ratzon (will),

6 To the tehillat kavod of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Him (to the praise of the glory of
His grace) by which HASHEM freely favored us in theMoshiach HaAhuv.

7 In Him we have the pedut (redemption, Geulah release on payment of ransom) through
the‡ dahm of Moshiach,§ the selichat chatoteinu (forgiveness of our sins), according to the
osher (wealth) of His Chen v'Chesed HASHEM(grace of G-d);

8Which He lavished upon us,
9 In all chochmah (wisdom) and binah (understanding), having made hisgalus (reve-

lation) to us of the sod of His ratzon (mystery of His will), His chafetz (good pleasure),
according to the etza (counsel, plan of G-d)which HASHEM set forth inMoshiach:

10 For a pekudat HASHEM(stewardship of G-d), a plan for the fullness of time, gathering
up all things inMoshiach, both the things in Shomayim and the things onHa'Aretz in Him.

11 In Moshiach we have also obtained a nachalah*(allotted inheritance), having been
predestinedaccording to the tochnitHASHEM(purposefulandwilledplanofG-d), whoworks
all things after the counsel of His ratzon,

12To the end that we who were Rishonim to have tikvah in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
should be to the tehillat kavod (praise of glory) of Him.

13 InMoshiach you also, having heard themessage of HaEmes, the Besuras HaGeulah of
Yeshu'as Elokeinu which is yours, having also come to emunah, did receive your chotam
(seal) in Moshiach with the Ruach Hakodesh of havtachah (promise),

14Who is bestowed as an eravon (pledge) of our nachalah (allotted inheritance),† with a
view to the Geulah of HASHEMʼs own possession, to the tehillat kavod (praise of glory) of
Him.

15Because of all of this, I, too, havingheard of the emunah inRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach
AdoneinuYehoshuawhich is yours, andhavingheardof your ahavah for all theKedoshim,

16 Do not cease giving hodayah (thanksgiving) for you, while speaking of you in my
tefillos;

* 1:4 Lv 22:20 † 1:4 Lv 11:44; 20:7; 2Sm 22:24; Ps 15:2 ‡ 1:7 kapporah § 1:7 Isa 53:10-12; Dan 9:26; Num 19:20
* 1:11 Ps 16:5-6 † 1:14 Ps 16:5-6
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17 That HASHEM of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua, the Avi Hakavod,
may give to you a ruach of chochmah and hisgalus (revelation) in the da'as (knowledge) of
Moshiach.‡

18 It is my tefillah that the eynayim of your levavot may be enlightened so that you may
have da'as of what is the tikvah of His kri'ah (his summons from Shomayim), what is the
osher (wealth) of the kavod of His nachalah (allotted inheritance) in the Kedoshim,

19Andwhat is the surpassing gedulat hagevurah (greatness ofHis power) to uswho have
emunah, according to the working of the ko'ach of His might§

20Which He exerted in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachwhenHe raised Him in the Techiyas
HaMoshiach, having seated Him at His yamin (right hand) in Shomayim,

21 Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in the OlamHazeh but also in OlamHabah.

22AndHASHEM subordinated all things under the feet ofMoshiach and gaveHimasRosh
over all things to the Brit Chadasha Kehillah,

23Which is the Guf HaMoshiach (body of Messiah),* the melo (plentitude) of Him, who
fills all in all.

2
1 *And you being dead in your peysha'im and chatta'im,
2 In which you amol (formerly) fier zich (comported oneself), according to the course of

theOlamHazeh, according to the SarMemsheletHaAvir (PrinceofPowerofAir),† the ruach
nowworking in the bnei haMeri (sons of Rebellion).

3 Among them we too all formerly conducted ourselves in the ta'avot of our basar,
following the lusts of the flesh and of the machshavot (thoughts), and we were by nature
Bnei Za'am (Sons ofWrath) of HASHEM, as also the rest.

4 But HASHEM, being rich in rachamim (mercy), because of His ahavah harabba (great
love)with which He loved us,

5 Even when we were dead in our peysha'im, He made us alive together with Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach— by the unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM you have been delivered
in your personal Geulah and the Yeshu'as Elokeinu‡—

6And raisedusupwithMoshiach and seateduswithHim in Shomayim inRebbe,Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua/Yeshua,

7 In order that, in the Olam HaBah, He might display the surpassing osher of the Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM of Him in chesed toward us in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua/
Yeshua.

8 For by unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM you have been delivered from HASHEMʼs
Mishpat (Judgment)andgranteda share in theGeulah (Redemption), throughemunah; and
this is not§ of yourselves, it is a matnat HASHEM(gift of G-d);

9Not the result* of doing Gezetz ma'asim,† so that before HASHEM no man should be a
ravrevan (boaster, braggart).‡

10 For we are His masterpiece, having been created in Moshiach Yehoshua for ma'asim
tovim, which HASHEM prepared beforehand, that the derech of our halakhah should be in
them.§

11 Therefore, have zikaron (remembrance) that formerly you, the non-Jews in the
flesh, who are called “arelim” (uncircumcised ones) by the ones being called “nimolim”
(circumcised ones)which is a Milah performed in the flesh by human hands,

12Have zikaron (remembrance) that you were at that time bazunder (unrelated and sep-
arate) fromRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, having been alienated from the torat haEzrakhut
(the citizenship) in the Am Brit, from Yisroel, being zarim (strangers) to the Beritot
HaHavtacha, farloiren (lost) and having no tikvah (hope) and without G-d in the Olam
Hazeh.*

13 But now in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, you, who formerly where in the
outermost courts, have been brought near by the kapporah of the dahm of Moshiach.

‡ 1:17 Ex 28:3; Isa 11:2 § 1:19 Isa 40:26 * 1:23 Dt 21:23; Ro 6:3-13; Gn 47:18; Ps 16:9-10; Job 19:25-27; Isa 53:11
* 2:1 T.N. In chapter 2 Rav Sha'ul uses the courts of the Beis Hamikdash to teach the saving work of Moshiach. † 2:2

the Satan, HaSatan, teivel, the devil ‡ 2:5 Ps 103:12 § 2:8 an einfal (intuitive idea) * 2:9 of the zokheh (merit)
† 2:9 Ac 15:1; Ga 5:3 4 ‡ 2:9 Dt 9:5 § 2:10 Isa 29:23; 42:7; 60:21; * 2:12 Isa 14:1; 65:1
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14 For Moshiach himself is our shalom, who made the Shnayim into Echad, having
brokendown in the basar ofMoshiach the barrier of theMechitzah (the dividingpartition),
the Soreg (barrier),† the Eyvah (Enmity),

15 By annulling the chok (decree, law) of mishpatim in ordinances that the Shnayim
He might create in Himself into Adam Chadash Echad (One New Regenerated Humanity),
arbitrating shalom,

16 And that Moshiach might bring the ritztzuy (reconciliation, cessation of enmity),
reconciling toHASHEMtheShnayimintooneguf (body)‡ through theMoshiachʼsEtz, having
put to death the Eyvah by it.

17Andhaving come,Moshiachpreached shalom toyou, theones in theoutermost courts,
and shalom to the ones near;§

18Because through Moshiach we both have HaSha'ar laHASHEM*(gate to approach G-dʼs
presence, access of the tzaddikim) by one Ruach Hakodesh to ElokimHaAv.

19Therefore, then, no longer are you zarim and aliens, but you are fellow citizens of the
Kedoshim and bnei bayit members of the household of G-d,

20Having been built upon the yesod (foundation) of the Shlichim andNevi'im, Moshiach
Yehoshua himself being the ROSH PINAH,†

21 In whom all the binyan (edifice), being fitly joined together, grows into a Heikhal
Kadosh b'HASHEM;

22 In whom also you are being built together into a Mishkan of HASHEM in the Ruach
Hakodesh.

3
1 For this cause, I, Sha'ul, the prisoner of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua for you

Nations,
2 If indeed you heard of the pekudat HASHEM of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM having been

given to me for you,
3That according to hisgalus (revelation) there wasmade known tome the sod of the raz,

as I wrote before in brief,
4 As to which you are able by reading to have binah of my haara (insight) into the Sod

HaMoshiach (the Secret ofMoshiach),
5Of which in other dorot (generations)was not made known to the Bnei Adam as it has

nowbeenmadehisgalus (revelation) toRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachʼs ShlichimandNevi'im
HaKedoshim in the Ruach Hakodesh,

6Namely, that theNations are fellowbneiHaYerushshah (heirs) of the nachalah (allotted
inheritance)* and joint evarimofHaGufHaMoshiach†and joint partakers of thehavtachah
(promise) in Moshiach Yehoshua (Yeshua) through the Besuras HaGeulah,‡

7Ofwhich I became a keli kodesh (minister) according to thematnatHASHEMof the Chen
v'Chesed of G-d having been bestowed uponme, according to the working of His gevurah
(power).

8Tome, the less than the least of all Kedoshim, was given this Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, to
preach to the Nations the unsearchable osher (riches) of Moshiach,

9 And to shed light on what is the pekudat HASHEM of the Sod that was meOlam nistar
(hidden) in HASHEM, who created all things,

10 In order that the many faceted Chochmat HASHEM might be made known now to the
rulers and the authorities in Shomayim through theMoshiachʼs Brit Chadasha Kehillah.

11 This was in accordance with the tochnit HASHEM(purposeful and willed plan of G-d)
for the Olamim (Ages), which He implemented in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
Adoneinu,

12 Inwhomwehave boldness andHaSha'ar laHASHEM(gate to approachG-dʼs presence),§
in bitachon through emunah in Him.

13Therefore, I ask you not to lose chozek concerningmy tzoros on your behalf, which is
for your kavod.

14For this cause I fall down before ElokimHaAv,
15Fromwhom everymishpochah in Shomayim and on Ha'Aretz is named,
16 That HASHEM may grant you according to the osher of His kavod to become mightily

empowered through His Ruach Hakodesh in the adam hapenimi (innerman);*
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17 So that Moshiach may make His maon (dwelling place, permanent residence, home) in
your levavot through emunah, being rooted and grounded in ahavah,

18 That you may be able to have binah, together with all the Kedoshim, what is the
breadth and length and height and depth,†

19And to have da'as of the ahavah of Moshiach, which ahavah surpasses da'as, in order
that youmay be filled to all the melo (plentitude) of HASHEM.

20Now to the One who is able to do exceedingly abundantly, beyond all that we ask or
think, according to the ko'ach working in us.‡

21 To Him be kavod in the Brit Chadasha Kehillah and in Moshiach Yehoshua, bekhol
hadorot l'Olam va'ed. Omein.

4
1 Therefore I impart chizzuk (strengthening) to you, I, the prisoner of Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiachAdoneinu, and I admonish you towalk andfier zich (comport oneself) in your
derech in amanner worthy of the kri'ah by which you were called,

2 With all anavah (humility) of mind and meekness, with savlanut (longsuffering),
showing forbearance to one another in ahavah,

3 Being eager to keep the achdus (unity) of the Ruach Hakodesh in the uniting bond of
shalom;

4 As there is one Guf (Body)* and one Ruach Hakodesh, as also you were called in one
Tikvah (hope) of your kri'ah:

5Adon echad, Emunah achat, Tevilah achat,
6One Elokim and Avi khol (Father of all), who is over all and through all and in all.†
7But to each of us was given the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM according to themeasure of the

Matnat HaMoshiach.
8 Therefore it says, ALITA LAMMAROM SHAVITA SHEVI LAKACHTA MATANOT‡(You

ascended to the height, you led captive, you received gifts), He has led captive a host of
captives, He had brought matanot (gifts) to Bnei Adam.

9Now if He “ASCENDED”, what can itmean except that alsoHe descended into the lower
parts of ha'aretz?

10 The one who descended is Himself also the one having ascended far above all the
Shomayim, that Hemight fill all things.§

11 And He gave some to be shlichim, and some nevi'im, and some gifted to be used
in Kiruv efforts for Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and some supervising mashgichim
ruchaniyim (spiritual overseers)who are ro'im andmorim in the Kehillah,

12 For the equipping of the Kedoshim for the work of avodas kodesh ministry, to the
building up of HaGuf HaMoshiach,

13Until we all attain to the achdus (unity) of the emunah and to the da'as (knowledge) of
the Zun fun der Oybershter, to the in Bnei Chayil maturity, to themeasure of the stature of
themelo (plentitude) of Moshiach.

14 In this way, we are no longer olalim (infants) tossed by waves and carried around by
every wind of limmud (instruction), by the cunning of Bnei Adam, with craftiness leading
to the scheming of remiyah (deceit) andmadduchei shav (delusion);*

15 But saying HaEmes in ahavah, let us grow up in every respect unto Him who is the
Rosh, Moshiach,

16 From whom all HaGuf HaMoshiach being fitly joined together and being united in
an agudah binding by that which every joint contributes according as each partʼs proper
working process promotes the growth of HaGuf HaMoshiach in building itself up in
ahavah.

17This therefore I say and give solemn edut in Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachAdoneinu: no
longer are you to fier zich (comport oneself) in your derech as also the Goyimwalk, in the
futility of their machshavot (thoughts),

18Their binah (understanding) being in choshech, having been alienated from the life of
HASHEM because of the ignorance existing in them, because of the KESHI†(stubbornness,
hardness) of their levavot,‡

19 Who, having put away remorse, gave themselves over to zimah (lewdness) for the
practice of every kind of tumah (uncleanness)with chamdanut (covetousness).

20But you did not so have lernen of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,
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21 If indeed you heard about Him and took shiurim in Him, as HaEmes is in Yehoshua.
22 For the torah you received was that you must disrobe from your former derech of

your old self, the one being corrupted according to the ta'avot of AKOV§(deceitful) remiyah
(guile),

23And to be renewed by the Ruach Hakodesh controlling yourmachshavot (thoughts),
24 And to enrobe yourself in the Adam HeChadash (the new Man, humanity), having

been created according to the demut HASHEM in tzidkat Elokeinu and in the kedushah of
HaEmes.

25Therefore, disrobed fromSheker (Falsehood, Lying), let us sayHaEmes,* eachonewith
his re'a (neighbor), because we are evarim (members) one of another.†

26Have ka'as and do not sin; do not let the shemesh go down on your anger.‡
27Do not leave an open door for HaSatan.
28 Let the one stealing no longer be a ganav, but rather let the ganav get a parnasah

(livelihood) and toil with his own hands at something beneficial, that he may have
something to share with the one who is nitzrach (needy).

29Letno lashonhoraproceedout of yourpeh, but only advar that is tov, for edification in
accordancewith the need, that itmaymediate Chen v'ChesedHASHEM to the ones hearing.

30And do not grieve the Ruach Hakodesh of HASHEM, by whom you were sealed for the
YomHaGeulah.§

31 Let all merirut lev (bitterness) and ka'as and wrath and clamor and lashon hora be
removed from you, with all resha.

32 And have Chen v'Chesed graciousness with one another. Be kind, tender-hearted,
forgiving each other, as also HASHEM in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach forgave you.

5
1Therefore, be imitators of HASHEM as beloved yeladim,
2And fier zich (comport oneself) in your derech in ahavah, as alsoMoshiach had ahavah

for us and gaveHimself up on behalf of us as a korban and zevach to HASHEM for a RE'ACH
HANNICHOACH*(a pleasant aroma).

3 But do not let zenut (fornication) or anything of tumah (uncleanness) or chamdanut
(covetousness) even be named among you, as is proper for Kedoshim.

4 And also let there be nothing that is an ERVAT DAVAR (indecent thing) or the tipshus
(foolery) or foolish talking of letzim (coarse jesting) or shtiklech (misconduct), which are
not fitting, but rather hodayah (thanksgiving).

5For of this you have da'as vada (with certainty), that every zoneh (fornicator) or impure
person or covetous person— chamdanut is avodah zarah, avodah elilim— does not have a
nachalah in theMalchut of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and of HASHEM.

6Let no one deceive youwith empty devarim. For, because of these things the Charon Af
HASHEM comes upon the Bnei HaMeri (sons of Rebellion).

7Therefore, do not be shuttafim (partners)with them.
8ForyouwereonceChoshech, butnowyouareOhr (Light) inHASHEM. Fier zich (comport

oneself) in your derech as yeladim of HaOhr.
9For the p'ri HaOhr is in doing chesed and tzedek and emes,
10Proving that which is well-pleasing be'einei HASHEM(in the eyes of G-d).
11 And do not involve yourself in the ma'asei haChoshech (works of darkness), those

works without p'ri; but rather even expose them.
12 For as to the things being done by them under cover of secrecy, it brings bushah

(shame) and is a bizayon (disgrace) even to speak of them.
13But everything being exposed by HaOhr (Light) becomes visible,
14 For everything becoming visible is HaOhr (Light); therefore here is the meaning of

these words, KUMI†(Rise up), sleeper, and arise from the MESIM,‡ AND Moshiach WILL
SHINE ON YOU.§

15Therefore, fier zich (comportoneself) in yourderechwitha carefulwalk, not as kesilim
(fools) but as chachamim (wise ones),

16Redeeming the time, because the yamim are ra'im.
17Therefore, do not be foolish, but have binah of what the ratzon HASHEM is.
18And do not become a shikkerwith schnapps, inwhich is dissipation, but be filledwith

the Ruach Hakodesh,*
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19 Speaking to one another in Tehillim and shirim and hymns and neshamah niggunim
mi RuachHakodesh (soulmelodies from the RuachHakodesh), singing andmakingmelody
in your levavot to Adonoi,†

20 Giving todot always for everything to Eloheinu, even Avinu b'Shem Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua,‡

21Being submissive to one another in the yirat HaMoshiach.
22 Nashim (wives), make yourselves accountable to your ba'alim (husbands) as to

Adoneinu,§
23 Because a ba'al (husband) is rosh of the isha as also Moshiach is rosh of the Brit

Chadasha Kehillah, being Himself the Go'el (Savior) of HaGuf (the Body ofMoshiach).*
24 But as the Brit Chadasha Kehillah is accountable to Moshiach, so also the nashim

should be to their ba'alim in everything.
25Ba'alim, have ahavah for your nashim, as also Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach has ahavah

for the Brit Chadasha Kehillah and gave Himself up on behalf of her,
26 That He might bring her to kedushah, having given her tohorah (purification) by the

tevilah of themikvehmayim of the Dvar HASHEM,
27 That he [as a Choson] might present to Himself [as His Kallah] the Brit Chadasha

Kehillah in all her kavod TAMIM†(unblemished) and without wrinkle or any such things,
but that shemay be kedoshah andwithout blemish.

28 So also the ba'alim ought to show ahavah for their own nashim as their own gufim;‡
the one with ahavah for his own isha has ahavah for himself,

29 For no one ever had sin'as chinom for his own basar but nourishes and cherishes it,
just as Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach also does the Brit Chadasha Kehillah,

30Because we are evarim of HaGuf HaMoshiach.
31AL KEN YAAZAV ISH ES AVIV V'ES IMMO V'DAVAK B'ISHTO V'HAYU L'VASAR ECHAD

(Because of this a man will leave his father and his mother, and will be joined to the wife of
him, and the twowill be one basar).§

32 This is a sod hagadol, but I am referring to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and the Brit
Chadasha Kehillah.*

33Each of you, however, should show ahavah for his isha as himself, and an isha should
reverence her ba'al (husband).

6
1Yeladim, obey your horim (parents) in Adoneinu, for this is right.*
2KABED ES AVICHAV'ES IMMECHA,†which is themitzvah harishonahwith a havtacha,
3That it may be well with you and youwill be a long time on ha'aretz.
4 And, Avot, do not provoke your yeladim to ka'as, but nurture them in the musar of

HASHEM and His tokhechah (reproof).‡
5 Avadim (servants), serve with mishma'at (obedience) your adonim according to the

basar B'YIR'AH (with fear) and BIRA'DAH (with trembling)§ with your levavot of erlichkeit
(sincerity) as to Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach,

6 Not with eye service as men-pleasers, being mehaneh (pleasing) to Bnei Adam, but
as avadim (servants) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, doing the ratzon HASHEM from your
levavot.

7 Render your avodas kodesh service with a lev tov as avadim unto Adoneinu and not
unto Bnei Adam,

8Having da'as that whatever ma'aseh tov each one does, this he will receive back from
HASHEM, whether he is an eved or a Ben Chorin.

9 And, adonim, do the same things to them, forbearing threatening, having da'as that
both their and your Adon is in Shomayim, and ein masso panim im HASHEM(there is no
partiality with HASHEM).*

10 For the rest, be continually empowered in the ko'ach of HASHEM and in the oz of His
gevurah.†

11 Put on the whole armor of HASHEM for you to be able to stand against the nechalim
(scheming deceitfulness, wiles, evil plots) of HaSatan.
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12Because we are not wrestling against basar vadahm (flesh and blood), but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of the choshech of the Olam Hazeh,
against the kokhot ruchaniyim ra'im (evil spiritual forces) in Shomayim.

13Therefore, take up the whole armor of HASHEM, that you may be able to withstand in
the YomHaRah and, having done all, to stand.

14 Stand, therefore, having girded your waist with HaEmes and having put on the
breastplate of Tzedek,‡

15And having put as shoes on your feet that which makes you ready to be a maggid of
the Besuras HaGeulah.§

16Withall these things, takeup the shieldof emunah, bywhichyouwill beable toquench
all the flaming darts of haRah (the Evil one);

17 And take the Kova HaYeshuah (Helmet of Salvation) and cherev of Ruach Hakodesh,
which is the Dvar HASHEM.*

18Daven in the RuachHakodesh alwayswith all tefillos and techinnah (supplication). To
that end keep shomer and always persevere in techinnah (supplication) for the Kedoshim;

19And for me also, that to memay be given utterance in opening mymouth in boldness
to make known the Sod HaBesuras HaGeulah,

20Onbehalf ofwhich I aman emissary in chains, that in it Imay be bold as it is necessary
for me to speak.

21 But that you may also know my affairs, and what I am doing, Tychicus the Ach
b'Moshiach and chaver and keli kodesh (minister)who is ne'eman (faithful) in HASHEM,

22 Whom I sent to you for this very reason, that you may have da'as of the things
concerning us and hemay impart chizzuk (strengthening) to your levavot.

23Drishat Shalomto theAchimb'Moshiach, andahavahwith emunah fromElokimHaAv
and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua/Yeshua.

24 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM be with all the ones who have ahavah for Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu with an incorruptible ahavah.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Philippi

Introduction
The joyous tone of this letter is miraculous, given the fact that Rav Sha'ul is, as he

is writing it, in danger of capital punishment by decapitation at anytime and without
warning. But Sha'ul selflessly thinks about two quarreling women and the danger their
quarrel poses to thekehillah inPhilippi. He seems tohavebeen leadingup to the statement
in 4:2: “I appeal to Euodias and I appeal to Syntyche, think the same thing in Adoneinu.”

1 From Sha'ul and Timotiyos, servants of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua; To all
the Kedoshim in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua who are in the city of Philippi
with the supervising mashgichim ruchaniyim (spiritual overseers, zekenim, mivakkerim,
supervisors) and the klei kodesh (ministers), the ministeringmessianic shammashim.

2Chen v'chesed HASHEM and shalom HASHEM from Elohim Avinu and Adoneinu Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

3Modeh Ani (I thank)myG-d upon every zikaron (remembrance) of you,
4Always in every tefillah of mine on behalf of all of you, davening with simcha, making

techinnah (supplication)
5 In viewof yourdeveykusHASHEM, your chavrusapartnership in theBesurasHaGeulah

from day one until now.
6 Being convinced of this: that He who began a pe'ulah hatovah*(good work) in you,

will bring that mitzvoh to completion† by Yom HASHEM, the Yom Adoneinu, Moshiach
Yehoshua.‡

7 It is in fact b'tzedek for me to have hitbonenut (profound contemplation) about you
all because I hold you in my lev with hartzige (heartfelt) sincerity, both in regard to my
sharsherot (prison chains) and in the apologetic hitstaddekut (defense) and vindicatory
work for the Besuras HaGeulah, you being all deveykus (attachment to G-d) participators
in the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM given to me.

8For der Oybershter is mine eidus (G-d ismywitness) how I yearn for all of you with the
ahavas Moshiach Yehoshua.

9 And my tefillah (prayer) is this, that your ahavah (love)§ may yet increase more and
more in profound da'as and binah,

10To help you approve the feste (excellent) things ofmusar (moral discipline) thatmatter,
that you may be sincere and without michshol (stumbling block) of blame* in the Yom
HaMoshiach,†

11Having been filled with the p'ri Tzedek (fruit of righteousness) through Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua to the kavod HASHEM and His tiferet (splendor).

12 Iwant you to have da'as, Achimb'Moshiach, that the things concerningmehave fallen
out to an even greater advancement‡ of the Besuras HaGeulah.§

13 So that my sharsherot*(chains) have become a hisgalus (revelation) in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach! In all the imperial guard and the public at large!

14 And most of the Achim b'Adoneinu, having been strengthened in bitachon by my
sharsherot (chains), are more readily willing to dare to fearlessly proclaim the Dvar
HASHEM.

15 Indeed some darshanim (preachers) preach their derashot (sermons) out of a ruach
that is mekanne (jealous, envious) and one of madon (strife); but some have derashot
proclaiming Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and these darshanim have kavvanah tovah
(good intention).

16 These latter proclaim Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach out of a ruach of ahavah, having
da'as that the purpose of my divinely destined appointment here is for the hitstaddekut
(apologetic defense) of the Besuras HaGeulah.

17But thoseotheronespreachRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachout of anochiyut†(selfishness),
not with a lev tahor (pure in heart) motive, lu yetzuuyar (assuming) by means of my
sharsherot‡ to stir up tzoros.

* 1:6 Pp 2:13 † 1:6 Ps 138:8 ‡ 1:6 Pp 1:10; 2:16 § 1:9 inMoshiach * 1:10 2:15 † 1:10 1:6; 2:16 ‡ 1:12

Pp 1:25 § 1:12 2Ti 2:9 * 1:13 Pp 1:7 † 1:17 Pp 2:3 ‡ 1:17 Pp 1:13-14



LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN PHILIPPI 1:18 1309 LETTER TO KEHILLAH IN PHILIPPI 2:8

18Nu? Whether themaggidim are or are not perfect in their intent, the significant thing
is that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is preached!
And in this I have simcha. And I will go right on having simcha!
19For, I have da'as that through your tefillos forme and through the ezrah (aid) given by

the RuachMoshiach, this will turn out for my Yeshu'ah (rescue, salvation).§
20 It is my confident tikvah that in nothing I will be put to bushah (shame), but with all

ometz lev*(courage, boldness) as always, even now, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach will be
magnified inmy basar,†whether through Chayyim (Life) or throughMavet (Death).

21For to me to live is Moshiach‡ and to die is revach (gain, profit, hanaa).
22 But if it means I am to go on living in the basar, this for me is p'ri for HASHEM in the

work of avodas kodeshministry. What will I choose? I do not have da'as,
23 I am kleir (deliberating). I am pulled two drakhim (ways) by a happy dilemma, on the

one tzad (side) having the desire to depart and be withMoshiach, for this is much better.§
24But on the other tzad (side) to remain in the basar is more necessary for your sake.
25 And having been convinced of this fact, I have da'as that I blaib (remain, continue

unchanged) and will continue with all of you, for your advancement* and simcha of the†
Emunah,‡

26With theultimateaim thatbycoming toyouagainyourgloryingmayabound inRebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

27Onlyone thing: conduct inpracticeyour torathaEzrakhut§(citizenship)worthilyof the
BesurasHaGeulahofRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach. Then,whether I comeand seeyouoram
absent, I may hear concerning you that you are standing like a ma'oz (fortress, bastion) in
one ruach, with one neshamah, contending for the Emunah* of the Besuras HaGeulah.

28And, I might add, not having pachad (fear, terror) in reaction to anything as far as the
mitnaggedim (the ones opposing) are concerned, which is a proof to them of their churban
(destruction), but of your Yeshu'ah†(salvation ), and this fromHASHEM.

29 For to you it was given on behalf of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, not only to have
emunah in him but also on behalf of him to be laden with the burden of Messianic
yissurim‡(sufferings),

30With you having the same struggle, which you saw inme§ and now hear to be inme.*

2
1 If, therefore, there is any idud (encouragement) inMoshiach, if anynechamah (comfort)

of ahavah (love), if any deveykus (attachment toG-d) in theMessianic chavrusashaft (asso-
ciation) of the Ruach Hakodesh, if any warmth of affection and rachamanut (compassion,
mercy),

2 Then make my simcha (joy) shleimah (complete) by having the same lev, the same
ahavah, being an agudah association with one neshamah, thinking the samemachshavot
(thoughts),

3 Doing nothing according to anochiyut*(selfishness) nor according to empty ga'avah
(conceit, haughtiness, arrogance), but in anavah (humility), fergin (graciously grant) each
other esteem above yourselves.†

4 Let each of you talmidim look after not only your own interests, but also the best
interests of others.‡

5Let this mind be in you which was also in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,
6 Who, though existing in the demut of the mode of being of Elohim,§ nevertheless

Moshiach did not regard being equal with G-d as a thing to be seized,*
7Butpouredoutandemptiedhimself,† taking thedemutof themodeofbeingof aneved,‡

and was born in the likeness of Bnei Adam,§ and having been found in appearance as an
Adam,

8 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach humbled himself and took the path of shiflut (lowliness),
unto mishma'at*(obedience)† even unto death,‡ and that, a death on HaEtz.§
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Pp 4:3 † 1:28 Pp 1:19; 2:12 ‡ 1:29 Pp 3:10 § 1:30Ac 16:22 * 1:30 Pp 1:13 * 2:3 Pp 1:17 † 2:3 Ro 12:10
‡ 2:4 2:21; 1C 10:24,33 § 2:6 His etzem or essential nature, Yn 1:1-2; 17:5 * 2:6 Gn 3:5 † 2:7 2C 8:9 ‡ 2:7
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9Therefore, alsoHASHEMexalted*Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, andgave tohimhaShem†

above every name,
10 That at haShem of Yehoshua, KOL BERECH (every knee) will bow,‡ of beings

b'Shomayim and ba'Aretz andmitachat la'Aretz (in the world below),
11 And KOL LASHON§(every tongue) shall make hoda'ah (confession) with an Ani

Ma'amin that is an open and public admission that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
(Yeshua) is Adoneinu, to the kavod of Elohim Avinu.

12Therefore, Chaverim, just as you have always hadmishma'at*(obedience) concerning
me, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
Yeshu'ah (Salvation)† B'YIR'AH (with fear) and BIRA'DAH “with trembling”.‡

13ForHASHEM is theoneworking inyou, both towill and toworkaccording toHis chafetz
(good pleasure of His will).§

14Do all things without murmurings andmadon,
15 That you may be innocent and without michshol of blame,* bnei haElohim TAMIM

U'MUM†(unblemished and unspotted) in the midst of a DOR IKKESH UFETALTOL (warped
and crooked generation),‡ among whom you shine as the ZOHAR§ in the OlamHazeh,

16Holding fast the Dvar HaChayyim. This is so that I will have reason for glorying on the
YomHaMoshiach,* that I neither ran nor labored L'TOHU (in vain).†

17And, indeed, if my neshamah is to be poured out as a nesekh (libation wine) offering
upon the korban (sacrifice) of the avodas kodesh (kohenʼs service, ministry) of your
emunah, I have simcha, rejoicing together with you all.‡

18And in the sameway also you have simcha, rejoicing together withme.§
19 I have tikvah b'Adoneinu Yehoshua to send Timotiyos to you soon, that I also may be

cheered up in the da'as of the things concerning you.
20 For I have no one like-minded who will emesdik (genuinely) care for your spiritual

welfare.
21All of them are seeking their own interest,* not those of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach

Yehoshua.
22 But of the proven mamashus (real worth) of Timotiyos you have da'as, because as a

ben with his abba, Timotiyos served withme in the Besuras HaGeulah.
23Therefore, I have tikvah to send him, as soon as I see how things will go withme.
24But I have bitachon in HASHEM that indeed I will come quickly.
25 But I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, the Ach b'Moshiach and

fellow po'el (worker) and fellow chaiyal (soldier) ofmine, but your shliach and keli kodesh
(minister) of my need.†

26 I am sending him to you, because he was yearning after you all and was under zeiyar
(extremely great) stress, because you heard that he was ill.

27For indeed hewas ill, coming near to death, but HASHEMhadmercy on himnot on him
only but also onme, lest I should have agmat nefesh upon agmat nefesh.

28Therefore, I amall themore eager to dispatch him to you, in order thatwhen youhave
seen him again, youmay have simcha and I may have less agmat nefesh.

29 Therefore, receive him in Adoneinu with all simcha and hold esteem for such klei
kodesh (ministers),‡

30 Because he came near to death on account of the avodas kodesh of Moshiach,
performing anact ofMessianicmesirat nefesh (whole-hearteddevotion)§having riskedhis
life, that hemight make up for theministry to me that you could not give.

3
1As to the rest, Achim b'Moshiach of mine, have simcha in Adoneinu.* To keep writing

the zelba thing† to you is not an irksome bother to me, but for you it is a te'udat bitachon
(safeguard).

2Be shomer and on your guard and watch out for those‡ kelevim (dogs),§ watch out for
the evil po'alim (workers), watch out for the “circummutilators”.*
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3Forweare theBneiHaMilah,† theoneswhoseavodaskodesh is by theRuachHakodesh‡
andwhose kavod is in Moshiach Yehoshua andwho take no bitachon in the basar,

4Even though I could be having bitachon also in the basar. If any other person thinks he
has grounds to have bitachon in the basar, I havemore:§

5 Bris milah on the eighth day;* from Bnei Yisroel by birth; of the tribe of Binyamin; a
speaker of Lashon HaKodesh, Ivrit of Ivrit-speaking horim, a Hebrew of Hebrews;† with
regard to the Torah, from the kat haPerushim;‡

6With regard to kin'a (zealousness), persecuting the Adat HaMoshiach;§ with regard to
tzidkat HaTorah,* I wasmedakdekim bmitzvot unreproachable.†

7 But what things were revach (gain, profit) to me, these things I considered loss, on
account of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.‡

8 But even more so, I consider all to be loss on account of the excellency of the da'as of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu,§ on account of whom I suffered the loss
of all things and I consider them as nothing, in comparison, that I may gainMoshiach,*

9And be found in him, not havingmy ownTzidkot (self-achieved righteousness, by defini-
tionaself-righteousnessbasedonchumrastringency)† fromgezetz, but theTzedek‡ through
emunah§ in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the Tzidkat HASHEM based upon emunah.*

10 I want to have da'as of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and of the gevurah (power) of
the Techiyas HaMoshiach and the deveykus (attachment to G-d) of Moshiachʼs yissurim
(sufferings),† being formed into themode of being of Moshiachʼs death,‡

11 If somehow Imay attain to the Techiyas HaMesim.
12 Not that already I obtained or already have been made shleimut, but I pursue this

tachlis (final end, aim) that I may lay hold of§ that for which I was laid hold of by Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.*

13Achim b'Moshiach, I do not consider myself to have laid hold;† but one zach (thing) I
do, forgetting the things behind, and stretching forward to the things ahead,

14According to the tachlis I pursue the prize of the Shomayim Aliyah ascent of HASHEM,
the upward k'riah (call) of HaShem b'Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.‡

15 Therefore, as many as would be shleimut, let us think like this:§ and if in anything
yourmachshavot (thoughts) are different,* even this HASHEMwill reveal to you.

16 Fort (nevertheless), let us march in line with what we have attained, let us hold to the
same.†

17Achim b'Moshiach, together be imitators of me.‡ Take note of the ones walking as you
have amofet in us.§

18 For many, of whom I was often telling you, and now also I say with weeping, walk as
oyvim (enemies) of Moshiachʼs Etz.*

19 Their destined end† is churban (destruction, Gehinnom). Their g-d is their appetite,‡
and their kavod, what they glory in, is their bushah (shame). Their machshavot are set on
the OlamHazeh.§

20 But the torat haEzrakhut*(citizenship) we conduct exists in Shomayim,† from where
also we eagerly await a Moshi'a (Savior), a Go'el, Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua,

21Whowill transfigure the basar of our humiliation into the demut of themode of being
of thegufkavodofMoshiach, according to thepe'ulah‡(action,work)ofhisko'ach (power),§
even to the subjecting of all things to himself.*
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4
1So then, my achim ahuvimwhom I have a tshuka (longing) for, my simcha and crown,*

stand firm in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu.
2 I appeal to Euodias and I appeal to Syntyche, think the same thing in Adoneinu.
3Yes, I ask also you, true yoke-fellow, assist these women who contended alongside me

in the Besuras HaGeulahwith both Clement and the rest of the fellow po'alim (workers) of
mine, whose names are in the Sefer HaChayyim.

4Have simcha in Adoneinu always; again I will say it: Rejoice!
5Let your chassidus (piety)andsobrietybeknown tokolBneiAdam;MoshiachAdoneinu

is near.
6 Be anxious in nothing,† but in everything by tefillah and by techinnah (supplication)

with hodayah (thanksgiving), let your requests bemade known before HASHEM,
7And the shalomHASHEM,‡ surpassingall binah (understanding), will guardyour levavot

and yourmachshavot (thoughts) in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.
8 As to the rest, Achim b'Moshiach, whatever things are emes (truth), nichbad (noble),

yashar (straight), tahor (clean), male No'am (full of pleasantness) and tiferet (beauty),§
whatever things are commendable, if there is any virtue, if any praise, think about these
things.

9 And that which you learned and you received and you heard and you saw in me,
practice these* and Elohei HaShalomwill be with you.

10 I hadmuch simcha in Adoneinu that now at last you blossomed anew so as to think of
me, for indeed you were thinking of me, but were lacking opportunity.

11 Not that I refer to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be
tzufrieden (content).†

12 I have da'as both to be humbled in anavah and I have da'as how to abound in
everything. And in all things I have learned what is nistar (concealed, hidden, unseen), I
have learned the secret of being filled and having hunger, of abounding and having lack.

13 I can do all things in the One givingme ko'ach.
14Fort (nevertheless), you did well in entering into deveykus (communing with HASHEM)

through sharing inmyMessianic yissurim (sufferings)withme.
15And also you Philippians have da'as, that in the beginning of the Besuras HaGeulah,

when I went out from Macedonia, not one kehillah shared with me in an accounting of
expenditures and receipts except you only.

16 Indeed in Thessalonika both once and again you sent to mymachsor (shortage).
17Not that I seek thematanah (gift), but I seek the p'ri increasing to your account.‡
18But I have all things and I abound; I have beenfilled, having received fromEpaphrodi-

tus the things from you, a RE'ACH HANNICHOACH (a pleasant aroma),§ an acceptable,
sacrifice well-pleasing to HASHEM.*

19 And my G-d will fill every machsor (shortage, want) of yours according to his osher
(riches) in Kavod inMoshiach Yehoshua.

20 L'Elohim Avinu hakavod l'Olemei Olamim. Omein. (To G-d and our Father be glory
forever and ever. Amen).

21 Drishat Shalom (Kind Regards) to every Kadosh in Moshiach Yehoshua; the Achim
b'Moshiach here withme send Drishat Shalom.

22 All the Kedoshim send “Shalom” greetings, especially the Kedoshim in Caesarʼs†
household.‡

23 The Chen v'Chesed of Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua be with your
neshamah.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Colossae

1 Sha'ul a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua through the ratzon HASHEM*
and Timotiyos the Ach b'Moshiach;

2 To the Kedoshim in Colossae, the Achim b'Moshiach, the Achim HaNe'emanim. Chen
v'Chesed HASHEM to you and shalom from Elohim Avinu.

3Hodinu l'HASHEM(we give thanks to HASHEM) Elohim HaAv of Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua, davening always concerning you,

4Havingheardof your emunah inRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshuaand theahavah
which you have for all the Kedoshim,

5On account of the tikvah (hope) being laid up for you in Shomayim, the tikvah which
you heard of before in the Dvar HaEmes, the Besuras HaGeulah

6 That has come to you, as also in all the Olam Hazeh it is bearing p'ri and growing, so
also in you, from the day you heard it and began to have saving da'as of the Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM in actuality.

7Thisyou learned fromEpaphras,†ourchaverand felloweved,who isne'eman (faithful),
who is a trusted keli kodesh (minister) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach for you.

8Epaphras also revealed to us your ahavah in the Ruach Hakodesh.
9 Therefore, we also, from the day that we heard, do not cease davening for you and

offering tefillos that you be filled with da'as of the ratzon HASHEM‡ in all chochmah and
binah in the Ruach Hakodesh.

10And this is the purpose: that you walk in hitnahagut (conduct)worthy of Adoneinu in
every way pleasing to him in everymitzvoh bearing p'ri in the da'as of HASHEM,

11With all ko'ach being empowered according to the gevurah (power) of his kavod for
all savlanut (patience) and orech ruach (longsuffering)with lev same'ach (glad heart),

12Giving todot to Elohim HaAv. Elohim HaAv is the One who has qualified you for the
share of the allotted nachalah§(inheritance) of the Kedoshim in Ohr (Light);

13 Elohim HaAv is the One who rescued nafsheinu (our souls) from the memshalet
(dominion) of Choshech and transferred us into theMalchut of the Zun fun der Oybershter
of His ahavah,

14 In whom we have the pedut (redemption, Geulah release on payment of ransom)
through the [kapporah]dahmofMoshiach theselicha (forgiveness)of chatoteinu (oursins).

15Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is the demut* of the invisible G-d, the Bechor,† the Yoresh
(Heir) of kol hanivrah (all creation),

16Because in Himwere created all things in Shomayim and on Ha'Aretz, the visible and
thenistar (hidden), whether thronesordominions,whether rulers or authorities, all things
through Him and for Him have been created.‡

17AndMoshiach isbeforeall things, andall things inMoshiachhavebeenheld together;§
18 And Moshiach is the Rosh* of the Geviyah (Body),† and the Geviyah‡(nevilah) is

Moshiachʼs Brit ChadashaKehillah;Moshiach is its Reshit, theBechor from theMesim, that
Moshiachmight be in everything pre-eminent,§

19 Because HASHEM was pleased that all His fullness have its mishkan (tabernacle) in
Moshiach,

20 And through Moshiach to bring ritztzuy (reconciliation, cessation of enmity, hostility
between a wrathful holy G-d and sinful Bnei Adam) between all things and Himself, having
made shalom through the dahm of the kapporah of HaEtz HaMoshiach,* whether the
things on HaAretz or the things in HaShomayim.

21 And you, once having been alienated and oyvim (enemies) in the mind by ma'asim
hara'im (evil deeds),

22 Yet now Moshiach reconciled in the Guf (body)† of his basar‡ through Moshiachʼs
histalkus§ topresent you, Kedoshimholy andwithoutmum*(defect)andwithout reproach
before Him,
* 1:1 Co 1:9 † 1:7 Co 4:12 ‡ 1:9 Co 1:1 § 1:12 Ps 16:5-6 * 1:15Gn 1:26-27; Pp 2:6 † 1:15 Ps 89:27 ‡ 1:16
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23 Provided you remain in the† Emunah,‡ having been founded in it and securely
established and not moving away from the tikvah (hope) of the Besuras HaGeulah which
youheard, theBesurasHaGeulahwhichhas beenproclaimed in kol hanivrah (all creation)
under Shomayim, the Besuras HaGeulah of which I, Rav Sha'ul, became a keli kodesh
(minister).

24Now with lev same'ach (glad heart) and chedvah (rejoicing) I rejoice in my suffering
tzoros on behalf of you. And I am mashlim (supply what is deficient) the things lacking of
the Chevlei Moshiach in my basar on behalf of the basar of Moshiach§ which is the Brit
Chadasha Kehillah,

25Of which I became a keli kodesh* according to the pekudat HASHEM(stewardship of G-
d,His shlichus commission)whichwas given tome for you, to carry to shleimut (wholeness,
completion) the Dvar HASHEM,

26The raz (mystery)having beenhidden fromolamimand fromdor v'dor, but nowmade
manifest to the Kedoshim of Moshiach,

27TowhomHASHEMwanted tomake hisgalus of what is the spiritual osher of the kavod
of this raz among the non-Jews: Moshiach in you, the tikvah of kavod.

28 It is Moshiach who is the subject of our hattafah (preaching), warning every man and
teaching every man in all chochmah, that we may present every man Bnei Chayil mature
inMoshiach.

29For this also I toil, striving according to the hitlahavut (inspiration, enthusiasm) ofHim
working inmewith gevurah.

2
1 For I want you to have da'as of how great a ma'avak (struggle) I have for you and the

ones in Laodicea, and as many as have not seenme panim el panim (directly, in person),
2 That their levavot may be given chozek (strength), having been made an aguda of

ahavah and all osher (wealth) of the full assurance of binah, resulting in the da'as of the
raz of HASHEM, namely Moshiach,

3 In whom is nistar (hidden) all the otzarot (treasures) of chochmah and da'as.*
4 This I say so that no one may delude you with the sleight of hand of the ba'al melitzot

(rhetorician).
5 For, though absent in basar, but present with you in the Ruach Hakodesh, with lev

same'ach (glad heart) I am seeing your order and the firmness of your† emunah in
Moshiach.

6 Therefore, as you became mekabel Moshiach and received Moshiach Adoneinu
Yehoshua, so let your halichah be in Him,

7Having been rooted and built up inMoshiach and being firmly founded in the emunah
as you were givenMessianic‡ lernen (study), abounding in hodayah.

8 Beware lest there be anyone of you taken captive through philosophical tevunah
(wisdom) and empty deceit according to the kabbalah (oral tradition) of mere Bnei Adam,
according to the ikkarim (basic principles) of the Olam Hazeh and not according to
Moshiach;

9 Because in Moshiach kol melo Elohim (all the plentitude of G-d) finds its bodily maon
laShechinah (dwelling place for the Shekhinah glory, in the hitgashmut).

10And you have been granted melo (plentitude) in Moshiach, who is the Rosh of all rule
and authority.

11 InMoshiachalsoyouwere circumcisedwithaBrisMilahnotmadewithhumanhands,
a BrisMilah of the surgically removing of the body of the basar (old fallenandunregenerate
nature) in the Bris Milah of Moshiach,

12Having beenburied in theOhel of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachʼs tevilahwith him,with
whom also you were made to stand up spiritually in the Techiyah together through your
emunah and bitachon in the ma'aseh of HASHEM who made Moshiach stand up from the
Mesim.

13And you being dead in your peysha'im§ and your orlat basar (uncircumcision of flesh)
he made alive together, you together with Moshiach, having granted you selicha for all
your peysha'im;

14 Having erased the hand-signed sefer of guilt choiv (debt), the heavenly indictment
against us in the maleh chukat haTorah (full statute requirement of the Torah), which

† 1:23 correct Orthodox Jewish ‡ 1:23 Faith, the Emunah of the true Dat HaYehudit § 1:24 Co 1:18 * 1:25 Co

1:23 * 2:3 Isa 11:2; Jer 23:5 † 2:5Orthodox Jewish ‡ 2:7 orthodox § 2:13 Isa 53:8
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was against us. Moshiach has done away with this opposing record, having nailed it to
Moshiachʼs Etz.

15Having disarmed the rulers and the authorities, He made a public spectacle of them,
having triumphed over them byMoshiachʼs Etz.

16 Therefore, let no one judge you [Goyim] in eating and in drinking or in respect to a
yom tov (yontev) or a rosh chodesh or Shabbos;

17 Which are a shadow of the things to come in the Olam HaBah; but the reality, the
substance, is Moshiach.

18 Let no one deprive you of the prize by delighting in his mystical asceticism and his
veneration of malachim and delving into his chazonot (visions) and being vainly puffed
up by the machshavot (thoughts) of his basar (old nature unrenewed and unregenerated by
the RuachHakodesh),

19 And not holding on to the Rosh, out of whom all the Moshiachʼs Guf, being fully
suppliedandbeingbe'ichud (united) together through the joints and ligaments, growswith
the growth of HASHEM.

20Als (Since) you died with Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach to the ikkarim (basic principles)
of the OlamHazeh, why, as though you still belonged to the keyam (existence) of the Olam
Hazeh, do you (Goyim) chain yourself to chumra legalisms?

21 “Do not touch; do not taste; do not handle.”
22 The things referred to are all destined to deterioration with use, according to the

humanly contrived mitzvot and the humanly contrived chukim (laws) of mere Bnei
Adam,*

23 Which things have a superficial appearance of chochmah in self-imposed religion
andmystical asceticism and severe physical mortification, but are of no value against the
indulgence of the yetzer (the so-called basar unrenewed and unregenerated by the Ruach
Hakodesh).

3
1 If therefore you were made to stand up alive in hitkhadshut with Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach, seek the things above, where Moshiach is, LI'MIN ELOHIM,* sitting at the
right hand of HASHEM.

2 Place your machshavot (thoughts) above (in Shomayim), not on the things of the Olam
Hazeh.

3 For you died and the Chayyim of you has become nistar†(hidden) with Moshiach in
HASHEM.

4 When Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach who is Chayyeinu (our Life) is made manifest in
hisgalus (revelation), then also you with Himwill be mademanifest in hisgalus in kavod.

5Therefore, put to death your evarim (members) in the OlamHazeh: zenut (fornication),
debauchery, sensuality, zimmah (licentiousness), and chamdanut (covetousness), which is
avodah zarah (idolatry).

6Because of such things as these the charon afHASHEMhabah (the coming burningwrath
of HASHEM) is on the way.

7 Such was your derech to fier zich (comport oneself), the derech resha'im formerly,‡
when youwere living in these things.

8But nowyoualso put away all these things: ka'as (anger), rage, kavvanah ra'ah (malice),
and chillul HASHEM. Put away loshon hora from yourmouth.

9Do not speak sheker to one another, having disrobed from the Adam hakadmoni (old§
humanity) with his ma'asim (works),

10 And instead enrobe with the Adam HaChadash, the one being renewed in da'as in
accordance with the demut* of the One having created him.

11Here there is neither Yevani nor Yehudi, there is neither those who are or are not of
theBrisMilah, there is nounculturednon-Greek speaker, there is no Scythian, eved, orBen
Chorin, but rather Moshiach is all in all.

12 Therefore, as Bechirim (Chosen ones) of HASHEM, Kedoshim and ahuvim, enrobe
yourselves in tender feelings of rachmei Shomayim (heavenly compassion, mercy), chesed
(lovingkindness), anavah (humility), shiflut (lowliness), and savlanut (longsuffering),

* 2:22 i.e., non-Biblical teachings and humanly contrived religious tradition — Isa 29:13 * 3:1 Ps 110:1 † 3:3 Co

2:3 ‡ 3:7 Ps 1:6 § 3:9 unregenerated * 3:10 1:15; Gn 1:26-27; Pp 2:6
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13 Being soivel (bearing with) one another and extending selicha (forgiveness) to each
other, if it shouldbe that one ismurmuringhis complaint against another; just asAdoneinu
extended selicha to you, so also you should extend selicha.

14And to all these things add ahavah, which is the agudah of tamimim.
15 And let the shalom of Moshiach arbitrate in your levavot. You were called to this

shalom in one GUF.† Let there be todah in your levavot.
16 Let the dvar of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach make its mishkan in you richly, in all

chochmah and in all Moshiachʼs pnimiyus haTorah (innermost Torah teaching) andwords
of chizzuk, ministering to one another with Tehillim, shirim, and neshamah niggunim
miRuach Hakodesh (soul melodies from the Ruach Hakodesh) with gratitude, singing in
your levavot to HASHEM.‡

17 And whatever thing you do, whether in dvar or in ma'aseh, do all things b'Shem
Adoneinu Yehoshua, giving todot to ElohimHaAv through him.§

18Nashim (wives), make yourselves accountable to your ba'alim (husbands), as is proper
in Adoneinu.

19Ba'alim, have ahavah for your nashim and do not be bitter against them.
20Yeladim, obey your horim (parents) in all things, for this is well pleasing in Adoneinu.
21Avot, do not provoke your yeladim, lest they be disheartened.
22Avadim (servants), each of you obey in all things your adon according to the basar, not

with eye service as pleasers of Bnei Adam, but with tom lev, with yirat Shomayim.
23 Whatever you do, be po'alim (workers) who with their neshamah work facing

Adoneinu and not Bnei Adam,
24Having da'as that from Adoneinu youwill receive the sachar of the nachalah*(alloted

inheritance). Serve Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
25 For the one doing wrong will be repaid for his wrong, ki ein masso panim im

HASHEM(for there is no respect of persons with G-d, no partiality).

4
1Adonim, treat your avadim in amanner that is yashar and even-handed, with the da'as

that you also have an Adon in Shomayim.*
2Persevere in your tefillos, keeping watch while davening with todot (thanksgiving),
3Davening together also concerning us, that G-dmay open for us a delet for the Besuras

HaGeulah, to speak the raz of Moshiach, on account of which also I have been boundwith
sharsherot (chains).

4Offer this tefillah: that I make known the Besuras HaGeulah as it is necessary forme to
speak.

5Walk in chochmah toward outsiders, redeeming the time.
6 May your lashon always be with the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, seasoned with melach

(salt), so that youmay have da'as how it is necessary for you to answer each one.
7Tychicus will tell you all the news about me; he is a beloved Ach b'Moshiach and a keli

kodesh who is ne'eman (faithful), a chaver and fellow eved in Adoneinu.
8 Tychicus I sent to you for this very reason, that you might have da'as of everything

concerning us and he might impart chizzuk (strengthening, encouragement) to your
levavot.

9 With Onesimus, the Ach b'Moshiach, ne'eman and a beloved chaver, one of your
kehillah, Tychicus will make known the things here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you Drishat Shalom. Also Markos, cousin of
Bar-Nabba. You have receivedword klapei (concerning)Markos. If he should come to you,
give him a kabbalat panim reception and bemekarev (befriend) him.

11 Also Yehoshua, the one being called Justus. These† are the only Messianic Jews
among my fellow po'alim (workers) in the Malchut HASHEM. They became to me an
encouragement.

12 Epaphras sends you Drishat Shalom. He has also been mishtatef your kehillah, an
eved of Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach Yehoshua, always davening, always agonizing for you
inhis tefillos, that youmight standBnei Chayilmature andbe fully assured inall the ratzon
HASHEM.

13 For I give solemn eidus for him that he has toiled much for you and for the ones in
Laodicea and for the ones in Hierapolis.

† 3:15 Dt 21:23; cf geviyah, Gn 47:18; cf basar, Ps 16:9-10; Job 19:25-27; Isa 53:11 ‡ 3:16 Ps 47:7 § 3:17Moshiach
* 3:24 Co 1:12; Ps 16:5-6 * 4:1 Lv 25:43,53 † 4:11 Aristarchus, Markos, and Justus
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14Lukas, the beloved physician, sends you Drishat Shalom, and Demas.
15 Drishat Shalom to the Achim b'Moshiach in Laodicea and to Nymphas and the Brit

Chadasha kehillah at her bais.
16Andwhenever this iggeret [hakodesh] (holy epistle) is read before you,make sure also

that it is read in the Moshiachʼs Brit Chadasha Kehillah of the Laodiceans, and also you
should read the iggeret [hakodesh] of the Laodiceans.

17 And say to Archippus, “Give attention to the avodas kodesh ministry which you
received in Adoneinu, that you fulfill it.”

18 This is my hand-signed drishat shalom greeting, SHA'UL. Remember my sharsherot
(prison chains). Chen v'Chesed HASHEM be with you.‡

‡ 4:18 T.N.When Rav Sha'ul wrote Romans there were four Messianic Jews with him. Here he speaks of three.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Thessalonika (I)

Introduction
A spousemay have changed partners in the congregation (see 1Th 4:5-6), and this Judas-

like domestic betrayal will bring G-dʼs vengeance, Rav Sha'ul warns. At any rate, some
of the people in Thessalonika were not acting like believers. Busy with secular work
and preaching continually, Moshiachʼs Shliach and his associates contrasted with the
immature believers here who had quit their jobs, weren't looking for work, and, with
perhaps a few funerals in the community to depress them, were questioning the Bi'as
Moshiach and its benefit to those who had died and apparently missed the boat. The need
toexplain thisand that “waiting forMoshiach”didnotmeanbeing idleprompted this letter
which was written about 15 years before Rav Sha'ulʼs death al-kiddush ha-Shem. It is one
of the earliest letters written by one of Moshiachʼs Shlichim.

1From Sha'ul and Silvanus (Sila) and Timotiyos.
To the kehillah of the inhabitants of the city of Thessalonika, the kehillah in HASHEM, in

ElohimHaAv and in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.
Chen v'Chesed HASHEM and ShalomHASHEM to you.
2 Hodinu l'HASHEM(We give thanks to HASHEM) always for all of you, with zikaron

(remembrance) during our davening, without ceasing
3 In our tefillos recalling before our G-d and Avinu your work of emunah, your labor of

ahavah (agape), and your perseverance of tikvah inMoshiach Adoneinu Yeshoshua,
4Knowing, Achimb'MoshiachahuveiHASHEM(Brothers inMoshiachbelovedofG-d), your

bechirah (election).
5For our Besuras HaGeulah did not come to you inmere locution but indeed in gevurah

(miraculous power) and in the Ruach HaKodesh and in full bitachon (confidence), just as
you have da'as what sort of menwewere among you for your sake.

6Andyoubecame imitators ofus andofAdoneinu, having received theDvarHASHEM(the
Word of the L-rd) in much redifah (persecution)with the simcha of the Ruach HaKodesh,

7 With the result that you became a mofet (portent), even a role model for all the
ma'aminim (believers) in the territory of Macedonia and in Achaia.*

8 For from you the Dvar HASHEM has resounded not only in Macedonia and in Achaia,
but also in every place to which your emunah in HASHEM has gone forth, with the result
that we have no need to say anything.

9 For they themselves [the ma'aminim b'Moshiach in Macedonia and Achaia] are
reporting about us, what sort of initial reception we had with you, and how you made
teshuva, turning to HASHEM from elilim (idols), from avodah zarah (idol worship), turning
to worship the Elohim Chayyim and Elohei Emes (the Living G-d and the True G-d),

10And to expect† Zun fun der Oybershter from ShomayimwhomHASHEMmade to stand
up in the Techiyas HaMoshiach from theMesim YehoshuaMoshieinu (our Deliverer) from
the Charon Af HaBah (the wrath to come).

2
1But youyourselves know, Chaverimb'Moshiach, that our initial receptionwithyouwas

not empty of result.
2On thecontrary, having sufferedbeforeandhavingbeenshamefullypersecuted (asyou

know) in Philippi, we had the chozek b'Eloheinu (strength in our G-d) to speak to you the
Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM in the face of tzorrim rabbim (great and oppressive enemy
opposition).

3 For our appeal, our eidus (witness of testimony), does not spring from toyus (error) or
meshuga delusion or from tum'a (uncleanness) or from remiyah (guile, deceit).

4On the contrary, in this waywe speak: as persons examined and approved by G-d to be
entrustedwith theBesurasHaGeulahofHASHEM, as striving to pleasenotmenbutHASHEM
who tests, who examines, our levavot.

5Nor didwe ever comewith divrei chanuppah (words of flattery), as you know, norwith
pretext for chamdanut (greed)— Der Oybershter is mine eidus! (G-d is mywitness!)

6Nor seeking kavod frommen, neither from you nor from others.

* 1:7Macedonia andAchaiawere Roman provinces of southern Greece † 1:10Moshiach
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7 Even though we had the samchut* to be able to throw our weight around as Shlichim
(Emissaries) ofMoshiach, yet we became anav (humble) and eidel (gentle) among you, as a
nursing imma (mother)might take care of her own yeladim.

8 Thus having a tshuka (yearning) for you, it was our good pleasure to share with you
not only the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM, but also our very lives, because you became
beloved chaverim to us.

9 For remember, Achim b'Moshiach, our labor and toil yomam valailah working for the
purpose of not weighing down any one of you while we maggidim [for Moshiach] made
the Hachrazah (Proclamation, Kerygma) to you of the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM.

10 You were edim (witnesses) and so is HASHEM, with what kedushah and tzedek and
tamimmanner of shomermasoret we acted toward youma'aminim b'Moshiach,

11For you know howwe treated you, as an abba treats his own yeladim,
12 Exhorting you with divrei chizzuk and comforting you, addressing you with solemn

edut (testimony) that you let your derech (way of life), your hitnahagut (conduct), be to
fier zich (comport oneself) in a manner worthy of HASHEM, who summons you to His own
Malchut and Kavod.

13 And for this reason also we constantly offer hodayah to HASHEM that when you re-
ceived [as “AniMaamin” authoritative teaching] theDvarHASHEM, theWordofHachrazah
(Proclamation, Kerygma) from us, you received it not as the dvar HaBnei Adam but, as it
actually is, the Dvar HASHEM, which also is at work in you who have emunah.

14 For you became imitators, Chaverim, of the kehillot HASHEM in Moshiach Yehoshua
which are in Yehudah, because you also were similarly persecuted by your own landslait,
just as also they were by the ones in Yehudah,

15Even the ones who caused the histalkus of [Moshiach] Adoneinu Yehoshua and killed
the Nevi'im and persecuted us† severely. Indeed, they are not pleasing HASHEM and are
hostile to kol Bnei Adam,

16 By hindering us from speaking to the Goyim in order that the Goyim might find
Yeshu'at Eloheinu. Thus they always make complete their peysha'im. So the charon af,
the burning wrath, the furious retribution of HASHEM has overtaken them at last.

17But you, Achimb'Moshiach, whilewewere separated fromyou for a short time panim
el panim, not b'lev,wemade all themore effort inmuchdesire to see your penemer (faces).

18Forwewanted to come to you. Indeed I, [Rav] Sha'ul, did again and again; butHaSatan
hindered us.

19Forwho is our tikvah or simcha or crown to glory in before Adoneinu Yehoshua at His
Parousia, at the Bias Moshiach— is it not you?

20For you are our kavod and simcha.

3
1 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we resolved to be left behind alone in

Athens.
2Also we sent Timotiyos, acheinu and fellow po'el of HASHEM in the Besuras HaGeulah

of Moshiach. We sent Timotiyos in order to give you chozek (strength) and to speak divrei
chizzuk to you on behalf of our* Emunah.†

3 This was for the tachlis that no one be unsettled because of ES TZARAH. For you
yourselves have da'as that we have a divine calendar date with ES TZARAH.

4For, hinei, whenwewere with you, we kept telling you beforehand that wewere going
to suffer redifah, just as also it came to pass, of which you have da'as.

5 For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent in order to know your
emunah, lest somehow [HaSatan Samma'el] the Tempter [HaMenasseh] had ensnared you
by nissayon and our labor should be for nothing.

6But, justnow,whenTimotiyoshas come tous fromyouandhasbroughtus goodnewsof
your‡Emunah and your ahavah and that you always have zochrim tovim (goodmemories)
of us, yearning to see us, just as we yearn to see you.

7 For this reason, Achim b'Moshiach, in all our tzoros and redifah, we received chozek
because of you through your emunah.

8For nowwe have Chayyim if you have a firm standing and remain ne'emanot (faithful)
in HASHEM.

9 For what hodayah are we able to return to HASHEM concerning you because of all the
simcha with which we rejoice on account of you before Eloheinu,

* 2:7 authority † 2:15 Shlichim * 3:2orthodox Jewish † 3:2of the trueDat haYehudit ‡ 3:6 correct orthodox
Jewish
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10 As, yomam valailah, we are davening with all retzinut (earnestness) in order to see
your penemer (faces) and to bring to shleimut what is lacking in your§ emunah?

11 And may Eloheinu and Avinu, may HASHEM Himself and Adoneinu Yehoshua direct
our way to you.

12And may HASHEM cause you to grow and to overflow and abound in ahavah (agape)
for one another and for kol Bnei Adam, just as also we have ahavah (agape) for you,

13With this tachlis (purpose): to establish your levavot faultless in kedushah (holiness) in
thepresenceofHASHEMandAvinuat theBi'asMoshiach (ComingofMoshiach)ofAdoneinu
Yehoshua with all His Kedoshim. Omein.

4
1Lemaskana (finally), Achimb'Moshiach, we ask and exhort you in Adoneinu Yehoshua,

in order that, just as fromus [Moshiachʼs Shlichim] you received [as authoritative halachic
tradition, as the Messianic teaching to be followed] how it is necessary for you to be fier
zich (comport oneself) in your derech (way of life) and to please HASHEM (just as you in fact
are doing), so you should aboundmore andmore.

2 For you have da'as what mitzvot (commandments) we gave you through [Moshiach]
Adoneinu Yehoshua.

3For this is the ratzon HASHEM(the will of G-d), your kedushah (holiness), your consecra-
tion, that you abstain from zenut (fornication),

4 That each one of you* have da'as of how to control your own k'li (vessel) in kedushah
and kavod,

5 Not in the passion of ta'avah (evil desire, lust) like Goyim who do not have da'as of
HASHEM;

6That noman commit peysha and take advantage of one of his Achimb'Moshiach in this
[sexual] matter, because HASHEM is the Nokem (Avenger) concerning all these things, just
as also we told you before and warned you.

7 For [as far as our bechirah (election) is concerned], HASHEM did not summon us for
tu'ma (uncleanness) but in kedushah (holiness).

8 Therefore, the one rejecting this mitzvah (commandment) does not reject Bnei Adam
but HASHEMwho gives to you His Ruach Hakodesh.

9 Concerning the matter of ahavah shel achvah (brotherly love), you have no need that
wewrite you, for youyourselves are limudei Elohim (taught ofG-d) to have ahavah (agape)
one for another.

10 For indeed this you do toward all the Achim b'Moshiach in all of Macedonia. But in
this we exhort you, Chaverim, to aboundmore andmore.

11And have as your ambition to lead a quiet life of shalom bayis, and to mind your own
business, and to have a parnasah, workingwith your own hands, according to themitzvot
(commandments)we gave you.

12The tachlis (purpose) is that thewayyoufier zich (comportoneself) in yourderech (way
of life) be conducted properly toward outsiders and that youmight not be nitzrach (needy).

13 We do not want you to lack da'as, Chaverim, concerning those who have “fallen
asleep.” The purpose is that you not have agmat nefesh (grief) like the rest, who do not
have tikvah (hope).

14 For, if we have an Ani Ma'amin belief that Yehoshua had his histalkus and then stood
up alive again in the Techiyas HaMoshiach from HaMesim, even so, HASHEM will bring
with him† those who have fallen asleep through Yehoshua.

15 For this we say to you by the Dvar HASHEM, that we who are alive and have been left
behind until the Bi'as (Coming, Parousia of)Moshiach Adoneinu, may in noway be kodem
(preceding) those who have fallen asleep.

16 For Adoneinu Himself, at the signal, at the bat kol of the Sar HaMalachim (the
Archangel), and at the shofar blast of HASHEM, shall come down from Shomayim, and the
Mesim inMoshiach shall stand up alive in the Techiyas HaMesim first.

17 Then,‡ we who are alive and who have been left behind simultaneously with them
shall be snatched up in the ananim (clouds) to meet Adoneinu in the air. And so always
with Adoneinu we shall be.

18Therefore, give chozek (strength) and speak divrei chizzuk (words of encouragement),
comforting one another with these words.

§ 3:10 orthodox Jewish * 4:4 as Kedoshim † 4:14Moshiach ‡ 4:17 next in sequence
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5
1But concerning the ittim (times)and thezmanim (seasons), Chaverim, youhavenoneed

for you to have anything in writing.
2 For you yourselves know very well that the Yom HASHEM comes like a ganav balailah

(thief in the night).
3Whenever they say, “Shalom and Bitachon!” then sudden churban (destruction) will

come upon them like the chevlei leydah (birth pangs) of the ishawith a baby in her womb.
And they can certainly not escape.

4But you, Achim b'Moshiach, are not in choshech that the Yom should overtake you like
a ganav.

5For all of you are Bnei Ohr and Bnei Yom; we are not of the Lailah nor of the Choshech.
6Therefore, let us not “sleep” as the rest, but let us keep awake with zililut da'as (sober-

mindedness).
7 For the ones sleeping sleep balailah, and the ones indulging in shichrut (drunkenness)

indulge in shichrut balailah.
8 But we, being Bnei Yom, let us be bnei zililut da'as (sons of sober-mindedness), having

clothed ourselves with the choshen (breastplate) of emunah and ahavah (agape) and as a
KOVAH*(helmet) the tikvah of Yeshu'at Eloheynu.

9 Because HASHEM did not appoint us to charon af (the burning wrath) but to the
attainment of Yeshu'at Eloheinu through Adoneinu, Moshiach Yehoshua.

10He is the onewhomade his histalkus and died on our behalf in order that whetherwe
are [living] andawakeor [passedaway] and sleeping,wemay live togetherwithMoshiach.

11 Therefore, give chozek (strength) and encouragement, building up one another, as
indeed you are doing.

12 Now we ask you, Achim b'Moshiach, to have discerning binah (understanding) and
discern the ones laboring among you who are your Mashgichim Ruchaniyim (Spiritual
Overseers) in Adoneinu. I'm referring to the ones who admonish andwarn you.

13And esteem themmost exceedingly in ahavah (agape), because of their avodas kodesh
work. Let there be shalom bayis (family peace) also in the kehillah.

14Andweexhort you, Achimb'Moshiach,warn thebatlanim (unemployedor lazy loafers,
idlers), comfort the congregantwho is pachdan (fainthearted), thosewho areweak take an
interest in, have savlanut (patience)with all.

15See that no one returns ra'ah for ra'ah, but always pursue haTov both for one another
and for all.

16Have simcha always.
17Daven unceasingly.
18 In everything offer hodayah, for this is the ratzon HASHEM in Moshiach Yehoshua for

you.
19Do not quench the Ruach Hakodesh.
20Do not reject nevu'ot (prophecies).
21But test kol davar (everything); hold fast to haTov.
22Abstain from every appearance of ra'ah (evil).
23And now Elohei HaShalomwholly set you apart as Kedoshim andmay yourwhole ru-

ach and nefesh and basar be preserved without blame at the Bi'as HaMoshiach Adoneinu
Yehoshua.

24Ne'eman (Faithful) is the One who summons you to your kri'ah (calling). He will do it.
25Achim b'Moshiach, offer tefillos also concerning us.
26 Say Drishat Shalom to all the Achim b'Moshiach with a neshikat kedoshah.
27 By Adoneinu, I solemnly give you the directive that this iggeret hakodesh has to be

read to all the Achim b'Moshiach.
28The Chen v'Chesed of Adoneinu, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, be with you.

* 5:8 Isa 59:17
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah in Thessalonika (II)

1From Sha'ul and Silvanus (Sila) and Timotiyos.
To the Kehillah of the inhabitants of the city of Thessalonika, the Kehillah in HASHEM, in

Elohim Avinu and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu,
2 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to you and Shalom from Elohim Avinu and Rebbe Melech

HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.
3Withcontinuoushodayah (thanksgiving)weought tomakebrachot toHASHEMconcern-

ing you, Achim b'Moshiach, as is fitting, because your emunah is increasing abundantly
and the ahavah (agape) every one of you has for the other is growing.

4 Therefore, we ourselves glory in you in all the kehillot of HASHEM for your zitzfleisch
(patience) and emunah in all the redifot (persecutions) and the tzoros you are enduring.

5 This is kluhr (obvious) that here is a manifest siman (sign, indication) of the yashar
mishpat (righteous judgment) of HASHEM intended for you to be deemed worthy of the
Malchut HASHEM, on behalf of which also you undergo* yissurim.

6 Indeed it is tzaddik (a thing examined and found to be right) for HASHEM to repay with
tzarah (tribulation) those who bring tzarah (tribulation) on you,

7And to recompense you, the ones suffering tzarah (tribulation), with revachah (relief)
along with us at the Apocalypse of [Moshiach] Yehoshua Adoneinu from Shomayim with
themalachim of his oz (power)

8BELAHAVEI EISH†(in flaming fire), giving Onesh to the ones not knowing HASHEM and
to the ones not obeying the Besuras HaGeulah of [Moshiach] Yehoshua Adoneinu.

9These are the oneswhowill pay anOneshofAvaddonOlam (EternalDestruction)‡ away
fromtheShekhinahofHASHEMUMEHADARGE'ONO§(and fromthesplendorofhismajesty),

10When He comes to be glorified among His Kedoshim and to be marveled at among
all the ma'aminim* in YOM HAHU†(that Day), because our [martyrʼs] eidus‡ to you was
believed.

11To this end also wemake tefillos always concerning you that Eloheinumay count you
worthy of the Kri'ah (Calling) and by His gevurah may fulfill every chafetz hatov (good
desire) andma'aseh haemunah (work of faith),

12 In order that ha-Shem (the Name) of [Moshiach] Adoneinu Yehoshuamay be glorified
in you, and you, in him,§ according to the unmerited Chen v'Chesed of Eloheinu and
Moshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.

2
1We ask you, Achim b'Moshiach, concerning the Bias HaMoshiach (the Arrival, Coming

ofMoshiach) Yehoshua Adoneinu and our being gathered together to him,*
2 that you not become too hastily disturbed from your spiritual composure nor fright-

ened either by a ruach or by a dibur (saying, utterance) or by an iggeret (letter), as if from
us, saying that the YOMHASHEM†(Day of the L-rd) has come.

3 Let no one in any way lead you astray, because, unless the Merid (Rebellion, Revolt,
the‡ Shmad Betrayal Defection of Apostasy, the Azivah Abandonment) Desertion comes
rishonah (first), and the Apocalypse of the Ish HaMufkarut (Man of Lawlessness), the Ish
HaChatta'ah Ben HaAvaddon (Man of Sin, Son of Destruction Anti-Moshiach) is unveiled…

4 I'm referring to the one setting himself against and exalting himself AL KOL EL§(above
everyG-d), above all that is given the appellation “G-d” or object ofworship, with the result
that in the Beis Hamikdash Heikhal he sits down on theMOSHAV ELOHIM*(throne of G-d),
proclaiming that he himself is Elohim…

5Do you not recall that when I was still with you I was telling you these things?
6 Yet you have da'as of what is holding back and restraining† now, so that he‡ may be

unveiled and revealed in his own time.
7For theSodHaMufkarut (MysteryofLawlessness) is alreadyworking; onlyhewhoholds

back and restrains just nowwill do so until he is out of the way.

* 1:5 Chevlei Moshiach † 1:8 Isa 66:15 ‡ 1:9 Gehinnom § 1:9 Isa 2:19 * 1:10 in Moshiach † 1:10 Isa

2:11 ‡ 1:10 The word can mean witness al kiddush ha-Shem § 1:12Moshiach * 2:1Moshiach † 2:2 Am

5:18 ‡ 2:3 Anti-Moshiach § 2:4 Dan 11:36 * 2:4 Ezek 28:2 † 2:6 Anti-Moshiach ‡ 2:6 Anti-Moshiach
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8 And then the Ish HaMufkarut (the Man of Lawlessness)§ will be revealed, whom
HaAdon* will destroy by the RUACH† of His mouth and will wipe out at the appearance
of His Bi'as (HaMoshiach, His Parousia, Coming).

9 The Bi'as Anti-Moshiach (Coming, Parousia, of Anti-Moshiach) is according to the
working of HaSatan with all false ko'ach (power) and otot (signs) and pseudo moftim
(wonders),

10Andwith all deceptionof resha (wickedness) for thosewhoareperishing, because they
werenotbeingmekabel (receiving) theAhavasHaEmes (Loveof theTruth) so that theyhave
the Geulah deliverance.

11And for this reason HASHEM sends to them a powerful madduchei shav (false entice-
ment, delusion) in order that they believe what is sheker.‡

12 This is for the tachlis (purpose) of condemning to Onesh§ all the ones who have no
emunah in HaEmes, but instead have had delight in resha.

13 But we ought always to offer hodayah (thanksgiving) and make brachot to HASHEM
concerning you, Achim b'Moshiach, ahuvei HASHEM, because HASHEM chose you as
bikkurim (first fruits) for theGeulah throughmekudashb'RuachHaKodesh (beingsetapart
as holy in the RuachHaKodesh) and through emunah in HaEmes.

14 This is HaEmes to which HASHEM called you through our Besuras HaGeulah to the
obtaining of the kavod of RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.

15 So then, Achim b'Moshiach, stand fast and hold fast to the* emunah, the Moshiachʼs
pnimiyus haTorah that was handed over and transmitted to you, which you were taught,
whether by divrei pinu (words of ourmouth) or by our iggeret hakodesh.

16 Now may HaMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu Himself and Elohim Avinu,
who has regarded us with ahavah (agape), and has granted us nechamat olam (eternal
consolation) and tikvah tovah (good hope) by the unmerited Chesed of HASHEM,

17MayHegive chozek (strength)andencouragement to you in everymitzvah (gooddeed)
you do and in every dibur (utterance) you speak.

3
1 Lemaskana (finally), Achim b'Moshiach, daven for us, that the Dvar HASHEM will run

on and be lifted up in kavod, just as it is also with you,
2And thatwemaybedelivered fromanshei resha (menofwickedness), for not all possess

the Messianic emunah.
3But Ne'eman (Faithful) is HASHEM who gives you chozek (strength) and is shomer over

you, guarding you from the Evil One.
4Andwehave bitachon inHASHEM concerning you, that you are doing andwill continue

to do what we have directed.
5Now may HASHEM direct your levavot in the Ahavas HASHEM and into the savlanut of

Moshiach.
6Nowwe charge you, Achim b'Moshiach, b'ShemAdoneinu Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach

Yehoshua, to shun chavrusashaft (association) with every one of the Achim b'Moshiach
who follows the derech habatlanim (way of idlers) and walks not according to Moshiachʼs
[pnimiyus] haTorah thatwas handed over and transmitted to you andwhich you received
from us.*

7For you yourselves have da'as how it is necessary to imitate us as amofet, a rolemodel,
because we†were not batlanim (idlers) among you.

8 Nor did we eat lechem (food) from anyone gratis, but in labor and exertion lailah
v'yomam (night and day)wewere working for the tachlis (purpose) of not weighing down
and burdening any one of you;

9Not because we do not have the zchus (right), but in order that we impart ourselves as
amofet (rolemodel) to you that youmight imitate us.

10For evenwhenwewerewith you, this we used to direct you: that if anyonewill not be
a po'el (worker), neither let him be an ochel (eater).‡

11 For we hear that some among you are leading the life of a batlan (loafer), not being
busy with a parnasah, but being busybodies with hitarevut (meddlesomeness).

12 Now such persons we are directing and exhort in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua Adoneinu to work with quietness that theymay eat their own lechem.

13But you, Achim b'Moshiach, do not lose chozek in well-doing.

§ 2:8Anti-Moshiach * 2:8Moshiach Yehoshua, Mal 3:1; Ps 110:1; Dan 7:13-14 † 2:8 Isa 11:4 ‡ 2:11 1Kgs 22:22
§ 2:12 Gehinnom * 2:15 orthodox Jewish * 3:6 Shlichim † 3:7 Shlichim ‡ 3:10 Gn 3:19
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14But if anyonedoesnot obey the gzeira (injunction) in this iggeret hakodesh (holy letter),
take special notice of that one; do not have chavrusashaft (association) with him, for the
tachlis (purpose) of stirring himwith a sense of bushah (shame).

15And do not consider (him) an oyev (enemy) but warn him as an Ach b'Moshiach.
16Nowmay Elohei HaShalom Himself grant you shalom in every way. HASHEM be with

you all.
17 I, [Rav] Sha'ul, send Drishat Shalom greetings in my own handwriting, which is the

distinctive siman (sign) in every iggeret hakodesh; this is the way I write.
18 The unmerited Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu

Yehoshua be with you all.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to
Timotiyos (I)

1 From Sha'ul, a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua according to the
authoritative command of the Dvar HASHEM, that is, HASHEM Moshieinu and Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua tikvateynu.

2To Timotiyos,* a trueborn benbaEmunah (son in the faith). ChesedHASHEM, Rachamim
HASHEM, and Shalom HASHEM from Elohim Avinu and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua Adoneinu.

3 Even as I urged you to remain in Ephesus while I was going into Macedonia so that
you might enjoin the gzeira (authoritative command) on certain persons not to teach
heterodoxy,

4 Nor to focus on aggadah† and endless toldot (genealogies) which give rise to useless
speculations in contrast to HASHEMʼs imun (training) in emunah.

5 But the tachlis (purpose) of the gzeira‡ is ahavah (love) out of a lev tahor (pure heart)
and a clear matzpun (conscience) and emunah (faith)without tzevi'ut (hypocrisy).

6 Some people§ have missed the mark and deviated from these things to hevel (vanity),
to divrei havohu (words of emptiness).

7Wanting to teach Torah as rabbonim, they have binah neither of what they are talking
about nor of the things about which they so confidently make assertions.

8But we know that the Torah is beneficial if anyoneʼs use of Torah is Torah-true.
9 This means one must have da'as that the Torah* is not intended for the anshei tzedek

(men of righteousness) but for the bnei Belial and the poshei'im (the ones transgressing,
rebelling), those without yirat Shomayim and the chote'im (sinners), osei to'eva (doers of
abomination), profane people, killers of their own Av va'Em (father and mother),† and
rotzeachim (murderers),

10Zannayim (fornicators), shochvimes zachar (homosexuals), gonvei nefesh‡(kidnapper,
slave dealers), shakranim (liars), nishba'im lasheker (perjurers) and whatever else is
keneged (against) sound orthodox torah,§

11 According to the Besuras HaGeulah kavod haElohim ham'vorach (the Good News of
Redemption of the glory of the blessed G-d)with which I* was entrusted.

12Modeh ani (I give thanks) to the one having empowered me, Rebbe Melech HaMoshi-
ach Yehoshua Adoneinu, because he considered me ne'eman (faithful), having appointed
me to the rabbanut of Moshiach.†

13 Previously being one guilty of Chillul HASHEM gidduf (blasphemy), redifah (persecu-
tion), and [religious] terrorism, fort (nevertheless), I received rachamim (mercy), because
I acted in‡ ignorance in the absence of emunah.

14And theChenvaChesedAdoneinu super-aboundedwithemunahandahavah inRebbe
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

15 Trustworthy is the dvar Emes and worthy of all mekabel acceptance, that Rebbe,
Melech, HaMoshiach Yehoshua came into the Olam Hazeh to rescue chote'im, of whom
I am the foremost.

16 But because of this, I received rachamim that in me, the foremost, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua might display all savlanut (longsuffering, patience), making me
a mofet (model) to the ones about to have bitachon (trust) and emunah in Moshiach,
resulting in Chayyei Olam.

17Now to HaMelech HaOlamim, the One who is Ein Sof (without end), Whom no eye has
seen, Adonoi echad, lo hakavod v'hatiferet mayhaolam v'ad haolam (to him be honor and
glory from forever to forever). Omein.

18This gzeira§ I commit to you, beni Timotiyos, according to hanevu'ot*(the prophecies)
made previously about you, that by them youmight war the good warfare,

19 Holding emunah and a clear matzpun (conscience), which some persons,† because
they pushed aside a clear matzpun,‡ have suffered shipwreck in the§ emunah.

* 1:2 Ac 16:1 † 1:4 Ti 1:14 ‡ 1:5 1:3 § 1:6 1:3 * 1:9 in reference to the mitzvot lo ta'aseh, the negative

commandments, lo tachmod, lo tirtzach, lo tinaf, etc. † 1:9 Ex 21:15 ‡ 1:10 Ex 21:16 § 1:10Moshiachʼs Torah
in correct Messianic teaching * 1:11 Rav Sha'ul † 1:12 i.e., Messianicministry ‡ 1:13 unregenerate § 1:18
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20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I handed over to HaSatan, that
theymight be taught not to commit Chillul HASHEM gidduf.

2
1 I urge, therefore, of first importance, davening, techinnah (supplication), tefillah

(prayer), bakkashot (petitions), and hodayah (thanksgiving) be made on behalf of kol Bnei
Adam (all mankind),

2 On behalf of malchei eretz (kings) and on behalf of all the ones in authority, that we
may lead a life of chayyeimenuchah (life of rest) in all chasidus (piety) and yirat Shomayim
(reverence).

3This is good and acceptable before HASHEMMoshieinu,
4Who wants kol Bnei Adam to have Yeshu'at Eloheynu (the Salvation of our G-d) and to

come to da'as HaEmes (knowledge of the truth).
5 For Adonoi echad hu (there is one G-d) and there is also metavekh echad*(one melitz),

one between HASHEM and kol Bnei Adam, theman Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,
6The onewho gave his nefesh† as a kofer (ransom), on behalf of all. The edut (testimony)

of this was given at the right time.
7And for this edut I was given the s'michah (ordination) of HASHEM as a karoz (herald),

a maggid,‡ a Shliach (Moshiachʼs emissary) — I speak Emes, I do not speak sheker — and a
[rabbinic] moreh (teacher) for the Nations in emunah and Emes.

8 Iwant, therefore, kol bneiAdam todaven in every shul, liftingupyadayimkodesh (holy
hands)without ka'as (anger) andmadon (strife).

9 Similarly also nashim (women) should adorn themselves with respectable comport-
ment and tznius (modesty, piety) in appearance and with decency and propriety, not with
coiffures and gold or pearls or costly clothing,

10 But with what is proper for nashim professing yirat Shomayim, that is, by means of
ma'asim tovim (goodworks).

11Let the isha (wife) learn in silence in all submission.
12 I donot allowan isha (wife) either to have teaching authority over or to havehishtaltut

(domination, taking control) over [her] man, but to be in silence.
13For Adamwas formed rishonah (first), then Chavah.
14 And Adam was not deceived, but the isha, having been deceived, has come to be in

averah (transgression).
15But womankind will be saved through her childbearing if nashim remain in emunah

and ahavah and kedushah with tznius.§

3
1 Trustworthy is the dvar Emes: if anyone aspires to the congregational office of

Mashgiach Ruchani (Spiritual Overseer) over the Adat HASHEM(Congregation of G-d), he
desires a good task.

2 It is necessary, therefore, for the congregational Mashgiach Ruchani to be without
reproach, ba'al isha echat (a one woman man/master),* drug-free and clear-headed, a
man of seichel, practiced in derech eretz and hachnosas orchim (hospitality), skillful as
a rabbinic moreh (yeshiva teacher),

3Not a shikkor (drunkard) indulging inmuchwine, not violent but forbearing and eidel
(gentle, courteous), not a ba'al machlokes (quarrelsome person), not a gelt-loving kamtzan
(miser).

4He must be a ba'al bayit who can manage his own household well, having his banim
(children) in submission with all respect.

5 Now if anyone does not have da'as of how to manage his own bais, how will he be
a menahel ruchani (spiritual administrator) who can give oversight to the Kehillah of
HASHEM?

6He must not be a neophyte in the emunah [of Moshiach], lest, having become a ba'al
gaavah (a haughty person), he might fall into the din HaSatan (the judgment or verdict of
the Adversary, the Accuser).

7Nowit isnecessaryalso forhim tohaveaketer shemtov (goodname)with theoutsiders,
lest hemight fall into reproach and a pakh (pitfall, trap) of HaSatan.

* 2:5 Job 33:23; Isa 43:27; cf. Dt 5:5,19-28 † 2:6 Isa 53:10-12 ‡ 2:7 darshan (preacher) for Moshiach § 2:15 2:9
* 3:2 See 1Sm 2:22-25, i.e., kedushah and tahorah characterized by heterosexuality, exclusivity, and fidelity
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8Messianic Shammashimsimilarlymustbe respectablemenofderecheretz, not double-
tongued, the Shammash not a shikkor (drunkard) indulging in much wine, not a lover of
dishonest gain,

9Keeping the sod haemunah (themystery of the faith)with a clearmatzpun†(conscience).
10 And let these Messianic Shammashim also be tested before holding office and then,

if they prove unreprovable, let them have the avodas hakodesh sherut (ministry) of
Messianic Shammashim.

11 Nashim‡(women) serving as Shammashim similarly must be tzidkaniyot (righteous
women), respectable, not yentas with mouths of lashon hora and rekhilus (gossip), but
nashimwho are temperate and faithful in all things.

12 Let the Shammashim be ba'alei isha achat (one wife husbands), managing well their
banim and their own batim (households).

13 For the ones having served well in the avodas hakodesh of Messianic Shammashim
acquire for themselves a good standing and much bitachon in emunah in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

14 I have the tikvah to come to you soon, but I amwriting these directives so that,
15 If I delay, you may have da'as of the halachah in the Beis HASHEM, which is the Adat

HaEl Chai (the Community of the Living G-d), the ammud (pillar) and yesod (foundation) of
HaEmes.

16And confessedly great is the sod of chasidus:§

Elokimwasmanifested in basar,
was vindicated* by the Ruach HaKodesh,
was seen bymalachim,
was proclaimed among the Nations,
was believed on in the world,
was taken up in kavod.

4
1 Now the Ruach HaKodesh says befeirush (explicitly) that in the acharit hayamim

some will become meshummad (apostate) from the emunah,* giving heed to deceitful
ruchot†(spirits) and teachings of shedim,

2 Through the tzevi'ut (hypocrisy) of ones‡ speaking sheker, the matzpun of whom is
seared as with a branding iron.

3 Such will forbid nisu'im (marriage), commanding an issur (prohibition) against that
ma'akhal which HASHEM created for partaking with hodayah by thema'aminim inMoshi-
ach and by the ones who have da'as of HaEmes,

4Because the whole Bri'ah (Creation) that HASHEM has created is tov§ and nothing is to
be rejected that is received with hodayah.

5For it is being set apart as kodesh through the dvar HASHEM and tefillos and brachot.
6 By presenting these things to the Achim* you will be a good k'li kodesh (minister)

of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, you will be one nourished with the divrei
haemunahand the torahyeshara (good, straightOrthodoxJewish teaching)whichyouhave
followed.

7 But the worldly aggadot and bubbemeises (old wives tales), refuse. Rather, train
yourself† for chasidus.‡

8Forhitammelut (bodily exerciseor training) is kedai (profitable)abissle, but chasidus§ is
profitable in every way, holding havtachah (promise) of Chayyim now in the OlamHazeh,
and, later, of OlamHabah.

9This dvar torah is trustworthy andworthy of all acceptance.
10 For to this end we labor and strive at the melachah (task), because we have set tik-

vateynu in the EL CHAI*who isMoshi'a (Savior) of kol Bnei Adam, that is, thema'aminim.†
11On these things insist and say shiurim.
12Let no one regard with contempt your tza'irut (youth), but become a mofet (example)

for thema'aminim‡ in loshon (speech), in hitnahagut (conduct), in ahavah, in emunah, and
in lev tahor.

† 3:9 1:5,19 ‡ 3:11 see Ro 16:1 § 3:16 see 1Ti 3:9 * 3:16 proven just * 4:1 of Moshiach † 4:1 1Y 4:1
‡ 4:2morei sheker § 4:4 Gn 1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31 * 4:6 in Moshiach † 4:7 1:4 ‡ 4:7 in Moshiach § 4:8
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13 Until I come, attend to the kri'ah betzibbur (congregational public reading) of the
Kitvei Hakodesh, attend to theMessianic hatafah (preaching) and to theMessianic hora'ah
(instruction, teaching).

14 Do not neglect the matanah (gift) in you which was given to you by means of dvar
hanevu'ah (prophecy)with the s'michah administered by the Ziknei HaKehillah.

15 Put these things into practice, that your progress in shomer masoret (religious
devotion)may bemanifest to all.

16Be shomer both toward yourself and toward yourMessianic hora'ah (instruction), and
be arain getun (engrossed), torud (completely absorbed and involved) in them. For by so
doing this, you will come to Yeshu'at Eloheynu, and this means not only you yourself but
also those who hear your hatafah.§

5
1 To a Zaken do not speak harsh rebuke. Rather entreat him as an abba. Treat the

bochrim as achim (brothers).
2 Elderly nashim treat as imahot (mothers); younger nashim as achayot (sisters) in all

hatohar (moral purity).
3Honor [with support] almanot (widows) that are really almanot.
4 But if any almanah has banim or bnei banim, let the banim or bnei banim learn first

to show yirat Shomayim vis-a-vis their own bais and to render recompense to the horim
(parents), for this is acceptable in the sight of HASHEM.

5Now the true almanah, left alone, has set her tikvah on HASHEM and continues in her
techinnah* and her tefillos yomam valailah.

6But the one living in ahavat ta'anugot (hedonism) has died while living.
7And insist on these things, that the almanot be irreproachable.
8 But if anyone does not get a parnasah to provide for his own mishpochah and

especially his ownbais, he has denied the emunah† and isworse than anApikoros (skeptic,
unbeliever).

9 Let an almanah be enrolled on the‡ list if she is not less than sixty years old, nesu'ah
l'ish echad (a onemanwoman),

10 being commended by ma'asim tovim, having brought up banim, having showed
hachnosas orchim, having washed the feet of the Kedoshim, having given nechamah
(comfort) to the oppressed, having devoted herself to everyma'aseh tov.

11 But younger almanot refuse, for, when they have ta'avah (lust), in disregard of
Moshiach they want nissu'in (marriage),§

12Having harsha'ah (condemnation, conviction), because their first havtachah (promise,
pledge toministry) they annulled.*

13 And at the same time also they learn atzlut, going around house to house, and not
only idle but also platkemachers (gossipy intriguers) andbusybodies, speaking things they
ought not.

14 Therefore, I counsel younger almanot to proceed with nissu'in (marriage), to bear
banim, to manage the bais, giving no occasion to the mitnagged (opponent, antagonist) to
reproach us.

15For already some almanot have turned aside to follow HaSatan.
16 If any ma'aminah (believing woman) has in her mishpochah (family) almanot, let her

assist her almanot and let not Moshiachʼs Kehillah be burdened, that indeed Moshiachʼs
Kehillahmay assist the ones who are true almanot.†

17Let the Zekenim‡(elders)who have ruled well be considered worthy of double kavod,
especially the Zekenim laboring in Messianic hatafah (preaching) and Messianic hora'ah
(teaching).

18For the Kitvei HaKodesh says, LO TACHSOM SHOR BEDISHO (You shall not muzzle the
oxwhile he is treading out the grain),§ and “Worthy is the workman of his wages.”*

19Do not receive an accusation against a Zaken (Elder), unless on the PI SHNI EDIMOAL
PI SHLOSHA EDIM (testimony of two or three witnesses).†

20 The Zekenim that are sinning, expose before all, that the rest also may have yirat
Shomayim.

§ 4:16 about RebbeMelech HaMoshiach * 5:5 2:1 † 5:8 ofMoshiach ‡ 5:9 kehillah support § 5:11 see 1Ti

5:9 * 5:12 1Ti 5:9 † 5:16 1Ti 5:9 ‡ 5:17 see Ex 12:21 § 5:18Dt 25:4 * 5:18 see Lk 10:7 † 5:19Dt 19:15
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21 I charge you before HASHEM and Moshiach Yehoshua and the malachim habechirim
(chosen angels) that these directives you keep without discrimination, doing nothing on
themekor (basis) of masoh panim (partiality).

22Give s'michah quickly to no one nor participate in the chatta'im (sins) of others; keep
yourself tahor.

23No longer drink only mayim, but use a little yayin because of your stomach and your
frequent illnesses.

24With some, their chatta'imare obvious, going before them tomishpat, butwith others,
some chatta'im indeed follow after them.‡

25 Likewise, also ma'asim tovim are borur (obvious), but even when they are not, they
cannot be hidden.

6
1 As many avadim as are under the ol (yoke) of slavery let them consider their own

adonimasworthyofall kavod, lest thenameofHASHEMand torateynu (our teaching) suffer
Chillul HASHEM gidduf.

2And let the ma'aminim* that have adonim not disrespect their masters because their
adonim are achim, but let them all the more render service to them because the ones
receiving benefit from their sherut hatov arema'aminim inMoshiach and ahuvim.
Say shiurim on these things and exhort them.
3 If anyone teaches heterodoxy (a doctrine that has a chiluk or difference) and does not

agree with the orthodox Jewish teaching of Yehoshua the Moshiach Adoneinu and with
torah conforming to chasidus,

4He has succombed to gaa'vah (conceit), having binah of nothing, but having a morbid
craving for controversies and disputes over devarim out of which comes kinah (envy),
madon (strife), lashon hora (evil speaking), chashadot merusha'im (evil suspicions),

5Andconstant frictionbetweenmencorrupted in theirminds andhavingbecomebereft
of HaEmes, thinking chasidus to be ameans of financial revach.

6But chasidus with tzufriedenkait (contentment) is great revach (gain, profit).
7Forwe brought nothing into theOlamHazeh, neither arewe able to carry anything out

of it,
8But having okhel (food) and begadim (clothes), with these wewill be satisfied.
9 But the ones desiring to be oishirim (rich men) fall into nisayon (temptation) and into

a pakh (trap) and into many foolish and destructive ta'avot (lusts)which plunge men into
cherem and Avaddon (destruction).

10 For the ahavas hakesef (love of money) is the shoresh (root) of kol hara'ot (all evils),
which some, craving, were thereby led away from the emunah† and pierced themselves
withmanymachovim (sorrows).

11Butyou, ishhaElohim (manofG-d), flee these things. Pursue tzedek, chasidus, emunah,
ahavah, savlanut, and anavah.

12Fight the good fight of emunah; lay hold of the Chayyei Olam towhich youwere called
whenyoumade thehoda'ah yafah (good confession)before edimrabbim (manywitnesses).

13 I charge you before HASHEM, the one giving Chayyim to all things, and before
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, the one having testified the hoda'ah yafah (good
confession) before Pontius Pilate,

14 I charge you to be shomer over the mitzvoh‡ spotlessly, irreproachably, until the
appearing of Moshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua,

15Which He will make manifest at the right time — HaMvorach, HaRibbon HaYachid,
Melech HaMelachim and Adon HaAdonim.

16 To the One who is alone haAlmavet (Immortal), dwelling in Ohr unapproachable,
whomnomanamongBneiAdamsaw, neither is able to see, lo hakavodv'hagevurah l'olam
va'ed. Omein.

17 Charge the oishirim in the Olam Hazeh not to walk in gaa'vah (pride) and high-
mindedness, neither to put their tikvah (hope) in the uncertainty of their osher but in
HASHEMwho richly grants us all things for enjoyment.

18 Charge the oishirim to do HaTov, to be rich in ma'asim tovim, to demonstrate rochav
lev (generosity) andwillingness to do gemilus chesed,

19Treasuring up for themselves a yesod tov (good foundation) for OlamHabah that they
may lay hold of HaChayyimHaAmittiyim.

‡ 5:24 to the YomHaDin * 6:2 in Moshiach † 6:10 of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach ‡ 6:14 of Moshiach
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20 O Timotiyos, the pikkadon (deposit)§ entrusted to you be shomer over, turn-
ing away from the profane empty utterances and oppositions of the falsely named
Da'as*(Knowledge),

21Bywhich, some, professing,missed themark concerning the emunah.† Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM be with you.

§ 6:20 of Moshiachʼs torah, Ac 2:42 * 6:20 proto-Gnostic, see 1Y 1—5 † 6:21 of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to
Timotiyos (II)

1Sha'ul, a Shliach of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach Yehoshua birtzonHASHEM(by thewill of
G-d), according to the havtachah haChayyim (promise of Life) in Moshiach Yehoshua.

2To Timotiyos, beni haahuv (my beloved son). Chesed HASHEM, Rachamim HASHEM and
ShalomHASHEM from ElohimAvinu and Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua Adoneinu.

3ModehAni (I give thanks) toHASHEMwhomIoffer avodashakodesh servicewith a clear
matzpun— as did the Avot of me—when I remember you constantly in my tefillos.

4As I remember your weeping, I want to see you, that I may be filled with simcha.
5 I rememberyourgenuineemunah,*whichdweltfirst inLoisyour savtah (grandmother,

bobe) and in your Em, Eunice, and I have been persuaded dwells also in you.
6 For which reason I remind you to meorer (rekindle) the matnat Elohim, (the gift of

HASHEM)which is in you throughmy conferring of s'michah (ordination).†
7 For HASHEM did not bestow upon us a ruach of pachad (terror), but of gevurah

(miraculous power) and of ahavah (love) and of sound havchanah (judgment).
8Do not, therefore, be ashamed of the eidus of Adoneinu nor of me, his asir (prisoner),

but suffer together withme for the Besuras HaGeulah in the ko'ach of HASHEM,
9 The one having granted us Yeshu'at Eloheinu and having called us with a kri'ah

kedoshah (holy calling), not according to thema'asimof us but according to his own tachlis
(purpose) and chesed having been given to us in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
before YamimHaOlam,

10 But having been manifested now through the appearing of Moshieinu Moshiach
Yehoshua, who nullified death‡ and also brought Chayyim and alkillayon (incorruptibility)
to light through the Besuras HaGeulah,

11 For which I was appointed a karoz (herald), a maggid (darshan, preacher), a Shliach
and a rabbi (teacher).

12 It is because of these things also that I suffer. But I amnot ashamed, for I knowwhom I
have believed and I have been persuaded that He is able to stand shomer, guarding§ until
HaYomHaHu the* pikkadon (deposit) entrusted to Him byme.

13 Follow the pattern of sound orthodox Jewish devarim which you heard from me, in
emunah and ahavah in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

14Stand shomer over the orthodox Jewish pikkadon entrusted to you through the Ruach
Hakodesh dwelling in us.

15Of this you have da'as: all the ones in Asia, of whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes,
turned away fromme.

16May HASHEM grant rachamim to the bais of Onesiphorus, because often he refreshed
me and he was not ashamed of my sharsherot.

17For, when he was in Rome, he sought mewith zerizut and foundme.
18May Adoneinu grant to him to find rachamim from HASHEM in HaYom HaHu.† Also,

while in Ephesus in howmanyways he did avodas hakodesh you know very well.

2
1 You, therefore, beni, be empowered in the Chen v'Chesed which is in Rebbe, Melech

HaMoshiach Yehoshua.
2 And what things you heard from me through edim rabbim, these things commit to

anashim ne'emanim (faithful men) of zrizus (reliability) who will be qualified rabbinic
morim to teach others also.

3Take your place in suffering as a chaiyal tov (good soldier) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshi-
ach Yehoshua.

4No one on duty as a chaiyal is entangled with the everyday chiloni (secular) affairs of
inactive duty, in order that hemay please the One who has enlisted him.

5Andno participant in an athletic tacharut (competition) is crowned unless he competes
according to the rules.

6 It is the hardworking ikkar (farmer)who ought to have the rishonahmipri ha'adamah
(the first share from the harvest of the earth).

* 1:5 in Moshiach † 1:6 1Ti 4:14 ‡ 1:10 i.e., his own histalkus and Mavet itself § 1:12 preserving * 1:12
orthodox Jewish, see 1Ti 6:20 † 1:18 2Ti 1:12
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7Let your hitbonenut be on what I say, for HASHEMwill give to you binah in all things.
8RememberRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshua, of the zeraDovid, and remember the

Techiyas HaMoshiach, according to my Besuras HaGeulah,
9Forwhich I suffer as if Iwere an evil-doer, even to the point of the bais hasoharʼs bonds,

but the Dvar HASHEM has no bonds.
10 Therefore, I endure all things for the sake of the Bechirim (the Chosen ones), in

order that they also may obtain the Yeshu'at HaEloheinu in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua with kavod olamim.

11Trustworthy is HASHEM, for if we died* with Him, also wewill live†with Him.
12 If we endure, we also will reign with Him; if we will deny Him, He also will deny us.
13 If we are not ne'emanim (faithful), He remains ne'eman (faithful), for to deny Himself,

He is not able.
14Remind them of these things, solemnly warning them in the presence of HASHEM not

to be engaged in disputes over devarim,which is not beneficial, but only ruins the hearers.
15 Do your best to shtel zich (apply yourself), to present yourself to HASHEM as one

approved, apo'el (workman)withoutbushah (shame), keepingonaderechyashar theDvar
HaEmes.

16But profane chatter bereft of kedushah, avoid, for suchwill advance that which is frai
(irreligious).

17Their lashonhorawill spread like gangrene, as in the case ofHymenaeus andPhiletus,
18Who concerning HaEmes missed the mark, teaching that the Techiyas HaMesim has

already occurred. They are overthrowing the emunah of some.
19Al kol panim (nevertheless), the solid yesodofHASHEM standsfirmand zicher (certain),

having this seal: V'YODA' HASHEM ES ASHER LO(HASHEM knows the oneswho are his);‡ and let
everyone who names the name of HASHEM depart from avel (iniquity, gross injustice).

20 Inabais gadol, therearenot onlyk'lei (vessels)of goldandsilverbut also thosewooden
ones and earthen ones: some, for honorable use; others, for dishonorable use.

21 If anyonemakes himself tahor from these things he will be a k'li vessel for honorable
use, having been set aside as kodesh, useful to HaAdon, ready for everyma'aseh tov.

22 But flee from the ta'avot hane'urim (lusts of youth)§ and pursue tzedek, emunah,
ahavah, and shalomwith the ones calling on Adoneinu out of a lev tahor.

23But speculations characterized by narrishkait and lacking da'as— such refuse, know-
ing that they produce fights.

24And an eved HASHEM ought not be a Ba'al Machlokes (quarrelsome person), but ought
to be eidel (gentle, courteous) to all, a skilled rabbinic moreh, savlan (patient),

25Correcting the mitnaggedim (opponents) in anavat ruach (a spirit of meekness), in the
tikvah that HASHEMmay efsher (perhaps) grant them teshuva, resulting in da'as HaEmes,

26 And that they may come to their senses, escaping the pakh (trap) of HaSatan, after
having been captured by him to do his will.

3
1But of this have da'as, that in the acharit hayamim there will be terrible times,
2 For Bnei Adam will be in love with self, ohavei kesef (lovers of money), ga'avtanim

(proud boasters), speakers of lashon hora, disobedient to horim (parents), without hakarat
todah (gratitude), without kedushah,

3Without ahavah, unforgiving and irreconcilable, without shlitah atzmi (self-control),
bestial, son'ei HaTov (haters of the Good),

4 Treacherous, reckless, conceited, ohavei ta'anugot (lovers of pleasures) rather than
ohavei HASHEM,

5Having an outward form of chasidus but the ko'ach having denied. Turn away from
these.

6 For of such are the morim entering into homes and capturing weak-willed nashim
laden with chatta'im, led away by various ta'avot,

7Always learning but never being able to come to da'as HaEmes.
8As Jannes and Jambres opposedMoshe Rabbeinu, so also these oppose HaEmes. These

men have been corrupted in their mind and are failures with respect to the emunah,*
9But they will not proceed very far, for the sichlut (folly, stupidity) of themwill likewise

become conspicuous to all.

* 2:11 to the OlamHazeh † 2:11 in the OlamHabah ‡ 2:19Num 16:5 § 2:22 Ps 25:7 * 3:8 ofMoshiach, Yd
1:3
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10But you closely followedmy torah, my halichah, my tachlis, my emunah, my savlanut
(patience), my ahavah, my endurance,

11The redifot (persecutions) and Messianic yissurim (sufferings)which happened to me
in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra, what kind of redifot I endured. And out of all Adoneinu
rescuedme.

12Also all the ones wanting to live as chasidim in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
will be persecuted,

13But anashimra'imand impostorswill progress to their abysmalworst,misleading and
beingmisled.

14 But, you, remain in the shiurim you learned, and the things you were convinced of,
knowing under which rabbi you sat,

15 And that from infancy you have known the Kitvei HaKodesh, which are able to
make you chacham with a view to Yeshu'at Eloheynu through emunah in Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

16The entire Kitvei HaKodesh is HASHEM-breathed and useful for hora'ah (teaching), for
reproof, for correction, for training in tzedek,

17 That the ish haElohim may be proficient, having been equipped for every one of the
ma'asim tovim.

4
1 I solemnly charge you beforeHASHEM andMoshiach Yehoshua, the imminent Shofet of

the living and dead, and by the Bi'as HaMoshiach and His Malchut:
2Attend to thehatafah (preaching)of theDvarHASHEM. Be ready in season, out of season,

expose, rebuke, encourage, with all long suffering and hora'ah (teaching).
3 For there will be a time when sound charedi (orthodox) hora'ah they will not tolerate,

but according to their ta'avot they will accumulate morim to tickle their ears.
4And fromHaEmes of HASHEM theywill turn their ear away shmad and to aggadah they

will be turned aside.
5But, you, exercise shlitah atzmi (self-control) in all things, suffer hardship, do the work

ofamevaserof theBesurasHaGeulah, fully carryoutyouravodaskodeshministryofkiruv
rechokim (bringing near the far away ones).

6For already I am being poured out, and the time of my avekfor (departure),* has come.
7The milchemet tzedek (war of righteousness) I have fought, the course I have finished,

the emunah† I have been shomer over.
8Henceforth, there is laidup forme theketerhatzedakah (crownof righteousness)which

Adoneinu, the Shofet Tzedek, will give tome in HaYomHaHu, and not only tome, but also
to all the ones who are ohavei Bi'as HaMoshiach.

9Have zerizut (diligence) to come tome quickly.
10For Demas desertedme. Having loved the OlamHazeh, he departed for Thessalonika;

Crescens, to Galatia; Titos, to Dalmatia.
11Lukas alone is with me. Get Markos and bring himwith you, for he is useful to me for

avodas hakodesh.
12Now Tychicus I sent to Ephesus.
13When you come, bring the cloak which I left behind in Troas with Carpus, and the

megillos, especially the parchments.
14Alexander the coppersmith did ra'ot rabbot (much evil) to me; Adonoi will repay him

L'ISH K'MA'ASEIHU (to each as his deeds).‡
15You also watch out for him, because he greatly opposed ourmessage.§
16Atmy first hitstaddekut (defense), no one came to bewithme, but all forsookme. May

it not be counted against them.
17 But Adoneinu stood with me, and empowered me, that through me the hachrazah

(proclamation, kerygma) of the Besuras HaGeulah might be fully preached and all the
Nations might hear it. And I was rescued out of themouth of the lion.

18HASHEM will rescue me from every evil work and thus will bring me safely into his
Malchut HaShomayim. Lo haKavod l'olam va'ed. Omein.

19Drishat Shalom to Prisca and Aquila and the bais of Onesiphorus.
20Erastus remained in Corinth, but Trophimus, ailing, I left behind inMiletus.
21Make haste to come before winter. Drishat Shalom to you from Eubulus and Pudens

and Linus, Claudia, and all the Achim b'Moshiach.
22HASHEM be with your neshamah. Chen v'Chesed HASHEM be with you.

* 4:6 See Pp 1:23 † 4:7 Yd 1:3 ‡ 4:14 Ps 62:12 § 4:15 about Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to Titos
1 Sha'ul an eved of HASHEM and a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, for

the furtherance of the* emunah of the Bechirei HASHEM(chosen ones of G-d) and of da'as
HaEmes (knowledge of the Truth) as pertains to chasidus.†

2Themekor (basis) of this is a tikvah of Chayyei OlamwhichHASHEMWho cannot speak
sheker‡ promised before the YamimHaOlam (days of eternity),

3 But revealed at the proper time HASHEMʼs dvar§ in the hachrazah (proclamation,
kerygma), with which I was entrusted, according to themitzvat HASHEMMoshieinu.

4 To Titos, beni ha'amitti baEmunah (my true son in the faith), the* emunah shared in
common. Chen v'Chesed HASHEM and Shalom from ElohimHaAv andMoshiach Yehoshua
Moshieinu.

5 For this reason I left you in Crete that you should set beseder (according to acceptable
order)what remains andgivemessianic s'michah toZekenim† cityby city, as I directedyou.

6 If anyone iswithout reproach, a ba'al isha echat (a onewomanman/master),‡ his banim
being ma'aminim in Moshiach, and not under accusation of debauchery and zenut or
sorrut (rebelliousness, insubordination),§

7 For it is necessary for the congregational Mashgiach Ruchani to be without reproach
as HASHEMʼs mefake'ach al Beis HASHEM(steward or supervisor of the House of G-d), not a
ba'al gaavah (a haughty person), not quick in ka'as (anger), not a shikkor (drunkard) given
to muchwine, not violent, not a gelt-loving kamtzan (miser).

8 Rather, the Mashgiach Ruchani must be one who practices hachnosas orchim (hospi-
tality), an ohev es haTov (a lover of the good), having seichel, a tzaddik, kadosh (holy), with
shlitah atzmi (self-control),

9 Devoted to the faithful hatafah (preaching) of the Besuras HaGeulah, adequate for
hora'ah (teaching) that exhorts to* orthodox Jewishdoctrine and for refuting and exposing
with conviction the ones speaking against it.

10 For there are indeed many mitnaggedim (opponents), idle talkers and deceivers,
especially the ones of the party of the Mohalim HaGoyim (false teacher Circumcisers of
Gentiles),

11Whosemouths it is necessary to stop, who are subverting entiremishpochot (families)
by teaching what they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gelt.

12 A certain one of them, a “navi” of their own number, said, “Cretans are always
meshakkrim (liars), wicked beasts, lazy trombeniks (gluttons).”

13This eidus (testimony) is true, for which cause rebuke them sharply, that they may be
orthodox Jewish in† emunah,

14Not paying attention to Jewish aggadot and to mitzvot d'Rabbanan (precepts imposed
by the rabbis),‡ becomingmeshummad (apostate) fromHaEmes.

15All things are tahor to hatehorim; but, to the ones having been defiled and taking the
side of the Apikoros, nothing is tahor, but has beenmade tameh, both lev andmatzpun.

16HASHEM they profess to know, but by theirma'asim they denyhim, being disqualified§
and being without mishma'at (obedience), and, as to every one of the ma'asim tovim,
unpalatably unkosher (unfit).

2
1But you, speak the things which are suitable to Moshiachʼs orthodox Jewish doctrine.
2 Zekenim need to be temperate, respectable, men of seichel, being orthodox* in the

emunah, in ahavah, in savlanut (longsuffering).
3 Similarly the senior women, the Zekanot, in hitnahagut (conduct) as befits kedushah,

not yentas of lashon hora nor slaves of wine, but melamedot es haTov (teachers of the
Good),

4That theymay encourage the young nashim to have ahavah for their ba'alim and their
banim,

* 1:1 charedi (orthodox) † 1:1 in Moshiach ‡ 1:2 Num 24:19; 1Sm 15:29 § 1:3 Besuras HaGeulah * 1:4

orthodox Jewish † 1:5 Ex 12:21 ‡ 1:6 1Ti 3:2; 5:9 § 1:6 1Sm 2:22-25 * 1:9Moshiachʼs † 1:13Moshiachʼs
‡ 1:14 i.e., which contradict the Kitvei Hakodesh — 1C 4:6; Dt 4:2 § 1:16 for the rabbanut or ministry of Moshiach
* 2:2 in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
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5Tohave seichel, tehorot in tznius,†managers of theBayit, being tovot, being submissive
to their ba'alim, lest Chillul HASHEM come to the Dvar HaElohim.

6The bochrim, similarly, you exhort to have seichel
7 About all things, showing yourself a mofet of ma'asim tovim. In the hora'ah,‡ show

integrity, seriousness,
8Along with dibur (speech) that is orthodox§ and beyond reproach, that the mitnagged

may be brought to bushah (shame), having no lashon hora to say against you.
9 Avadim (slaves) need to be submissive to their own adonim in everything, to be

acceptable, not talking back,
10 Not pilfering, but showing all good reliability, that they may adorn the hora'ah

(teaching) of HASHEMMoshieinu in all things.
11For theChenv'ChesedofHASHEMhasappeared, bringingYeshu'atEloheynu tokolBnei

Adam,
12 Instructing us to deny all that is frai (irreligious) and not of chasidus* and all that is

ta'avanut, and to live with seichel and tzidkat HASHEM and yirat Shomayim in the Olam
Hazeh,

13 Awaiting the tikvah hameashsheret (the blessed hope), the appearing of the kavod
HaEloheinu HaGadol andMoshieinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

14 Who gave his nefesh on behalf of us, that for us he might bring in the Geulah,
redeeming us MI KOL AVONOTAV (from all Israelʼs sins),† making tahor AM LI SEGULAH
(a people forMy possession),‡ zealous for ma'asim tovim.

15Preach these things, withwords that give chizzuk (strengthening) and reprovewith all
authority. Let no one “write you off.”

3
1 Remind them to be V'NISHMA (obedient, and we will obey!)* to sarim (rulers), to

shiltonim (authorities), to be submissive, to be obedient, ready for everyma'aseh tov.
2Speak lashonhora of no one, be not ohev riv (quarrelsome). Be eidel (gentle), displaying

anavah (meekness) to kol Bnei Adam.
3 For all of us were once without da'as, sorrarim (disobedient), being led astray, avadim

(slaves) of ta'avot and to various ta'anugot (pleasures) of the Olam Hazeh, spending our
lives in eyvah†(enmity) and kina (jealousy), hated, and hating one another.

4 But when the Chen v'Chesed and the ahavas HASHEM Moshieinu appeared to Bnei
Adam,

5Not by tzidkateynu (our righteousness) in ma'asim tovimwhich is to our zchus (merit),
but according to His rachamim, He granted us Yeshu'at Eloheynu through the mikveh
mayim ruchani of rebirth and hitchadshut of the Ruach Hakodesh,‡

6Which HASHEM poured out on us richly through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua
Moshieinu,

7 That, having been made YITZDAK IM HASHEM§ by the Chen v'Chesed of HASHEM, we
might become yoreshim (heirs) in the tikvah HaChayyei Olam.

8 This dvar Emes is trustworthy. And I counsel you to strongly affirm the divrei torah I
amhanding on to you, that thosewhohave becomema'aminim inHASHEMmaybe shomer
for ma'asim tovim. These things to Bnei Adam are good, tovme'od.

9But pilpul minutiae controversies and toldot and quarrels and fights about the Torah,
avoid, for they are unprofitable hevel.

10An ish hacholek (aman of division, a divisiveman) after one or twowarnings, avoid,
11Having da'as that such a man is perverted and sinful, bringing harsha'ah (condemna-

tion) upon himself.
12When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, try to come to me at Nicopolis, for there I

have decided to spend the choref (winter).
13Do your utmost to speed Zenas, the Ben Torah (scholar), and Apollos on theirway, that

nothing for themmay be lacking.
14Let anshei adateynu (themen of our community) learn to be concerned aboutma'asim

tovim so as to supply urgent needs, that theymay not be lo poreh (unfruitful).
15Drishat Shalom from all the ones with me. Drishat Shalom to those who have ahavah

for us in the emunah.*
Chen v'Chesed HASHEM to all of you.

† 2:5Aishes Chayil ‡ 2:7 of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach § 2:8 in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach * 2:12 in Rebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach † 2:14 Ps 130:8; Isa 53:8 ‡ 2:14 Ex 19:5 * 3:1 Ex 24:7 † 3:3 Gn 3:15 ‡ 3:5 Yn 3:3
§ 3:7 Job 25:4 * 3:15 of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Sha'ul to
Philemon

Introduction
In this letter, Rav Sha'ulʼs ministry bore fruit in freedom in a messianic shtiebel in

Colossae for a slave boywhohad run away in the shackles of sin beforeMoshiach theGo'el
set him free.

1Sha'ul, a prisoner of Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach Yehoshua and Timotiyos acheinu (our
brother).
To Philemon ha'ahuv (the beloved) and our fellow po'el (worker),
2And to Apphia achoteinu (our sister) and to Archippus our chaver leneshek (comrade

arms) and to the Kehillah in your bais.
3Chenv'ChesedHASHEMandShalomHASHEM toyou fromElohimAvinuand fromRebbe,

Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.
4 I always offer a bracha to my G-d when I mention you inmy tefillos (prayers),
5Because I hear of your ahavah (agape) and emunah, which you have for Rebbe,Melech

HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua and for all the Kedoshim.
6 [I pray] that your emunah (faith) being shared inMoshiachʼs kiruv rechokim (bringing

near the far away ones)may become effective in the da'as of every mitzvah wemay do for
Moshiach.

7 For I had simcha gedolah (much joy) and chizzuk (encouragement) because of
your ahavah, for the levavot of the Kedoshim have been refreshed through you, Ach
b'Moshiach.

8Therefore, though I have much boldness in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach that I could in
fact order you to do your chovahmusarit (moral duty) of avodas hakodesh (holy service),

9 Yet I would rather make an appeal on the mekor (basis) of ahavah (agape) — I, [Rav]
Sha'ul, the Zaken (Elder) but also a prisoner of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

10 I appeal to you concerning beni, having “fathered” him (to a new birth) while in bais
hasohar (prison)— that is, Onesimus,*

11The one once “Useless” to you, but, now, both to you and tome “Useful” (Onesimus).
12 I am sending himwho is my very lev (heart) back to you.
13 I was wanting to detain himwith me, in order that he might function as a keli kodesh

(minister), ministering to me in your place, as your murshe (proxy), while Iʼm detained in
the imprisonment of the Besuras HaGeulah.

14But I wanted to do nothing without your haskamah (consent, approval), in order that
themitzvahyoudomightnotbemeshabed (causedtobeobligated)or forced, butvoluntary.

15 Eppis (for some reason) perhaps he was separated from you for a while in order that
youmight have him back for YamimHaOlam,

16No longer as a bond servant, but, more than a bond servant, an ach ahuv (a beloved
brother),† especially to me, and howmuchmore to you, both as aman and in Adoneinu.

17 So if you consider me partnered to you as a chaver [in our common orthodox Jewish
emunah], receive him as you wouldme.

18But if in anything he wronged you or owes you, charge this to my cheshbon (account,
bill).

19 I, [Rav] Sha'ul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay. This is not to meorer
(point out) the fact that on your cheshbon you oweme your very neshamah.

20Yes, Ach b'Moshiach, I would have some “usefulness” from you in Adoneinu. Refresh
my lev in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

21Confident of you as onewho is shomermitzvot, I amwriting to you, knowing that you
will do even above what I say.

22Also, this too, prepare a heimishemekom linah (guest room, lodging place) for me, for
I have the tikvah (hope) that through your tefillos I will be restored to you.

23Drishat Shalom to you from Epaphras, my co-prisoner in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua.

24Drishat Shalom, also, fromMarkos, Aristarchus, Demas, and Lukas,my fellow po'alim
(workers).

* 1:10 the slave boy Onesimusʼ namemeans “Useful” † 1:16 in Moshiach
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25 The Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua be with your
neshamah.
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Moshiachʼs Letter to theMa'aminimHameshichiyim
from among the Yehudim

1 In many and various drakhim (ways)HASHEM in amolike times (olden times) spoke to
the Avot by the Nevi'im.

2 At the Ketz HaYamim, HASHEM spoke to us by HaBen, whom He appointed Bechor
of the Bechorah, Yoresh Kol (Heir of All Things), through whom also HASHEM BARAH ES
HASHOMAYIM V'ES HA'ARETZ;*

3 Who being the Shekhinah zohar (brilliance) of HASHEM and the exact impress and
demut of HASHEMʼs essential nature, being, and reality, and sustaining everything by his
Dvar HaKo'ach, after he made tihur (purification) of chatta'im (sins), sat down at LIMIN
(the right hand)† of the Majesty on High.

4 He had become as much superior to the malachim as ha-Shem (the Name) Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach has inherited is more fest (excellent) than theirs.

5 For to which of the malachim did HASHEM ever say, BENI ATAH, ANI HAYOM
YELIDTICHA (MySonyouare; today I havebecomeyourFather)?‡ Andagain, ANI EH'H'YEH
LO L'AV V'HU YIHEYEH LI L'BEN (I will be to Him a Father andHewill be toMe as a Son)?§

6 And again, when HASHEM brings HaBechor into the Olam Hazeh, He says, “Let all
HASHEMʼs malachimworship him.”*

7 And of the malachim, HASHEM says OSEH MALAKHAV RUCHOT MESHARTAV EISH
L'HET (Hemakes his angels winds and his servants [i.e., ministering angels] flaming fire).†

8 And HASHEM says to HaBen, KIS'AHCHA ELOHIM OLAM VAED SHEVET MISHOR
SHEVET MALKHUTECHA (Your throne, O G-d, will endure for ever and ever, and the scepter
of justice is the scepter of your kingdom).‡

9 AHAVTA TZEDEK VATISNA RE'SHA, AL KEN MESHAKHACHA ELOHIM, ELOHEICHA
SHEMEN SASSON MECHAVERECHA (You loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; on
account of this G-d, your G-d, anointed you with the oil of gladness more than your compan-
ions).§

10 And, Atah Adonoi LEFANIM HA'ARETZ YASADETA UMA'ASEH YADECHA SHOMAYIM
(You L-rd in the beginning founded the earth and the heavens, the work of your hands);

11 HEMMAH YOVEDU V'ATAH TA'AMOD V'KHULAM KABEGED YIVLU (They will perish
but you remain and all of them like the garment they will wear out),

12 KALVUSH TACHALIFEM V'YACHALOFU V'ATAH HU USHENOTECHA LO YITTAMMU
(Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded, but you are the same and the
years of you they never come to an end).*

13And to which of the malachim has HASHEM ever said, Sit at my right hand until I put
your enemies as a footstool for your feet?†

14Are not all RUCHOT‡ sharet (ministering spirits, malachey hasharet) sent out with the
shlichus (mission) to do avodas kodesh service as HASHEMʼs klei kodesh (ministers) on
behalf of the ones being about to inherit Yeshu'at Eloheinu?

2
1 In considering all this, it is necessary for us to pay far greater attention bifraht

(particularly) to the things we have heard, lest from it wemay drift away.
2 For if the Dvar HASHEM which was declared through malachim became firmly estab-

lished and every peysha (transgression) and averah (disobedience to the commandment)
received a gemul tzodek (just retribution),*

3How shall we escape if we neglect so great a Yeshu'at Eloheinu, one that was declared
initially through†Adoneinu, andwasconfirmedandattested tousby thosewhoheardhim,

4While HASHEM gave solemn eidus (testimony) through otot u'moftim (signs and won-
ders) and nifla'ot rabbot (many miracles) and matanot (gifts) of the Ruach Hakodesh
distributed according to the ratzon HASHEM?

5 For HASHEM did not subject the Olam Habah, about which we are speaking, to
malachim.

* 1:2 see Prov 30:4 † 1:3 Ps 110:1 ‡ 1:5 Ps 2:7 § 1:5 2Sm 7:14 * 1:6Dt 32:43 TARGUMHA-SHIVIM † 1:7

Ps 104:4 ‡ 1:8 Ps 45:7 § 1:9 Ps 45:8 * 1:12 Ps 102:25-27; [26-28] † 1:13 Ps 110:1 ‡ 1:14 Ps 104:4 * 2:2
Dt 33:2, TARGUMHASHIVIM † 2:3 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
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6 But someone has given solemn eidus (testimony) somewhere, MAH ENOSH KI TIZK-
ERENU UVEN ADAM KI TIFKEDENU? (What is Man that You are mindful of him, or the Son
ofMan that You care for him?)

7 You made him a lttle lower than the angels and you crowned him with glory and
splendor and youmade him ruler over the works of your hands,

8KOL SHATAH TACHAT RAGLAV (Putting everything under his feet).‡ Nowwhile HASHEM
subjected all things to him, he left nothing unsubjected to him, though now we do not yet
see all things having been subjected to him.

9But this is what we do see: Yehoshua, for a short time having been “made lower than
the angels,” has, because of the yissurim (suffering) of mavet (death), been “crowned with
KAVOD V'HADAR” (glory and splendor)§ in order that by the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM on
behalf of all he might taste the histalkus of mavet.*

10 For it was bekavod (fitting, proper) for him, for whom are all things and through
whom are all things, in bringing banim rabbim (many sons) to kavod, to bring to shleimut
(perfection, completion) theRosh (Head)andMekhonen (Founder)of theirYeshu'atHASHEM
through yissurim (suffering).

11For both HaKadoshwhomakes holy and Kedoshimwho are beingmade holy all have
HaAv Echad. It is for this reason Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is not ashamed to call them
Achim,

12Saying, “I will declare yourName tomybrothers, within the congregation Iwill praise
you.”†

13 And again, “I put my bitachon in him”‡ and again HINEI ANOCHI V'HAYELADIM
ASHER NATAN LI HASHEM (Here I am and the yeladimwhomHASHEM gave tome.)§

14 Therefore, als (since) the yeladim share in the basar vadahm and Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach likewise shared in the same things, that through the histalkus of his mavet
hemight destroy the one having power over mavet, that is, HaSatan,*

15And hemight release these, asmany as through eymat haMavet (terror of Death)were
subjected to avdut (slavery) all the days of their existence.

16For surely it was not malachim that concerned him, but the zera Avraham Avinu.
17And for this reason, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiachwas obliged to become like the Achim

b'Moshiach† in every respect, that he might become a Kohen Gadol rachaman v'ne'eman
before HASHEM in order to make kapporah for the chatta'im of HaAm.‡

18 For, because Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach himself has endured, being tested in the
yissurim (sufferings) of his nefesh,§ he is able to come to the ezrah (aid) of the ones being
tested.

3
1For this reason, Achai Hakedoshim b'Moshiach, Chaverim and Chavrusa partners in a

Kri'atMarom (High [Himel] Calling), consider carefully the Shliach andKohenGadol of the
Hachrazah (Proclamation) of our Emunah,* Yehoshua, Yeshua.

2 He being ne'eman (faithful) to the One having given him s'michah as also Moshe
Rabbeinu was ne'eman (faithful) in kol Beis HASHEM.

3 Yet Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is considered worthy of more kavod than Moshe
Rabbeinu, becausemore kavod has the Boneh (Builder) of the Beis than the Beis itself.

4For every Beis is built by someone, but the One having built everything is HASHEM.
5NowMoshe Rabbeinuwas ne'eman in kol Beis HASHEM as an eved, for a solemn edut of

the things which were to be spoken afterward.†
6 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach was ne'eman as HaBen over the Beis HASHEM, whose

Beis we are, if indeed the bitachon and the tikvah in which we glory we keep hold of to
HaKetz.

7 Therefore, just as the Ruach Hakodesh says, HAYOM IM BEKOLO TISHMAU (Today, if
you hear His voice);‡

8AL TAKSHU LEVAVCHEM KIMRIVAH K'YOMMASSAH BAMIDBAR (Do not harden your
heart as you did atMeribah, as you did that day atMassah in the desert),

9 ASHER NISSUNI AVOTEICHEM BEKHANUNI GAM RA'U PO'OLI ARBA'IM SHANAH
(Where your Fathers testedme and triedme though they sawmy deeds forty years).

‡ 2:8 Ps 8:5-7 § 2:9 Ps 8:6 * 2:9 Isa 53:8 † 2:12 Ps 22:22 [23] ‡ 2:13 Isa 12:2 § 2:13 Isa 8:18 * 2:14

See Genesis chapter 3 † 2:17 2:11 ‡ 2:17 Isa 53:8; 49:7 § 2:18 Isa 53:10,11 * 3:1 Faith, our Orthodox Jewish
Ani Ma'amin Body of Emunah, Yd 1:3 † 3:5 i.e., Moshiachʼs torah coming later ‡ 3:7 Ps 95:7f
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10Therefore AKUTBEDORVAOMARAMTO'EY LEVAVHEMV'HEMLOYAD'UDERAKHAI
(Iwas angrywith that generation and I said they are a straying-of-heart people and they have
not had da'as of myways);

11ASHER NISHBA'ETI V'APEY IM YEVO'UN ELMENUKHATI (Therefore I declared on oath
inmy anger, Never shall they enter intomy Rest, Home, Abode, Place of Tranquility.)§

12 Beware, Achim b'Moshiach, lest there will be in any one of you a lev rah (evil heart)
without Emunah, that turns away shmad from Elohim Chayyim.

13 Instead, give one another chozek (strength) each and every day, as long as it is still
called “HAYOM,” (today)* lest some of you may fall into KESHI (stubbornness, hardness)†
and be stubbornly hardened by the nechalim (deceitfulness) of Chet.

14We have become chavrusa partners of Moshiach if only our bitachon (confidence)we
had initially we hold firm until HaKetz;

15As it is said, HAYOMIMBEKOLOTISHMAUALTAKSHULEVAVCHEM (Today, if youhear
his voice, do not harden your heart) as in theMeribahMered (Rebellion).‡

16Now who were they who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all the ones having had
litzi'at Mitzrayim (going out from Egypt) under Moshe Rabbeinu?

17 And with whom was HASHEM angry ARBA'IM SHANAH? Was it not with the ones
having sinned, whose “PEGARIM” (corpses) lay where they had “fallen BAMIDBAR” (in the
desert)?§

18And towhomdidHe swear that theywouldnot enter into themenuchah (restingplace)
of Him? Was it not to the ones without mishma'at (obedience)?

19And so we see that they were not able to enter because of lack of Emunah.

4
1Therefore, let us walk in yir'at Shomayim, for fear that, while the havtachah (promise)

of entering themenuchahofHASHEM is still open, anyoneof you should seemtohave fallen
short of it.

2 For indeed we have had Besuras HaGeulah preached to us, just as they did also; but
the Dvar HASHEM preached did not make that generation benefit, because hearing did not
form an agudahwith emunah.*

3 For we ma'aminim† enter into that menuchah, just as HASHEM has said, ASHER
NISHBA'TI V'API IM YEVO'UN ELMENUCHATI‡(As I vowed inMy fury, they shall never enter
into My rest), although the ma'asim (works) of HASHEM were finished from the hivvased
tevel (foundation of the world).

4For concerning Shabbos, the YomHaShevi'i, HASHEM has said somewhere, VAYISHBOT
ELOHIM BAYOMHASHEVI'I MIKOLMELAKHTO (AndHe rested on the seventh day from all
His work).§

5And again in this mekor (passage, citation), IM YEVO'UN EL MENUCHATI*(Never shall
they enter intoMy rest).

6 Therefore, als (since) it remains for some to enter it, and the ones, who formerly
had the Besuras HaGeulah preached to them, did not enter, because they were koferim
(unbelievers),

7 So then again HASHEM sets a certain day, “HAYOM”†(Today) in one of the Tehillim of
Dovid,‡ much later, in that quoted above, “HAYOM IM BEKOLO TISHMAU AL TAKSHU
LEVAVCHEM”§(Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your heart).

8 For if Yehoshua* had brought them to a place of menuchah (rest), HASHEM would not
have spoken of another “Yom” after that.†

9Therefore, there remains a Shabbos menuchah for the AmHASHEM.
10 For whoever has entered into the menuchah of HASHEM has also rested from‡ his

ma'asim, just as HASHEM rested from his.
11 Therefore, let us have zerizut (diligence) to enter into that menuchah, for fear that

anyone fall through following be'ikvot (in the footsteps) of their same lack of mishma'at
(obedience).§

12 For the Dvar HASHEM is chai (living) and chazak (strong), sharper than every double-
edged cherev and penetrating as far as the division of nefesh and ruach, of both joints and

§ 3:11Gn 49:15; Ps 23; Isa 28:12; 66:1; Ruth 1:9; 1Kgs 8:56 * 3:13 Ps 95:7 † 3:13Dt 9:27 ‡ 3:15 theMa'al shmad

Defection, the Azivah Desertion, see 2Th 2:3 § 3:17Num 14:29 * 4:2 faith † 4:3 in RebbeMelech HaMoshiach
‡ 4:3 Ps 95:11 § 4:4Gn 2:2 * 4:5 Ps 95:11 † 4:7 Ps 95:7 ‡ 4:7HaMelech § 4:7 Ps 95:7f * 4:8 benNun
† 4:8 Ps 95:7 ‡ 4:10 depending on the zokheh (merit) of § 4:11 cf. 3:17-18; 4:6
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marrow, and able to judge the machshavot and deliberations of the kavanat halev (the
inner directedness of the heart).

13And there is not nivra (anything created) nistar (hidden) from His sight, but all things
are laid bare and exposed to the eynayim (eyes) of Him to whom we must render an
account.

14 Therefore, als (since) we have a great Kohen Gadol who has made his passing
through Shomayim,* Yehoshua Zun fun der Oybershter, let us hold firmly to the hoda'ah
(confession) of the hachrazah (proclamation) of our† Emunah.

15For we do not have a Kohen Gadol who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who has been tempted in every way as we are, yet without chet.‡

16 Therefore, let us approach with bitachon the Kisse of Chesed, that we may receive
rachamim andmay find chesed for timely ezrah (aid).

5
1 For every Kohen Gadol taken from among Bnei Adam is ordained for men for the

avodas kodesh ofHASHEM, that hemay offer bothminchot (gifts) and zevakhim (sacrifices)
for chatta'im (sins).

2The Kohen Gadol is able to deal gently with the Am Ha'Aretz andWayward, als (since)
he himself is subject to helpless human frailty;

3 and therefore he is obligated to offer zevakhim not only for the averos of the Am Berit
but also for his own averos.

4And one does not presume to take the kavod of the office of Kohen Gadol upon oneself,
but onemust have the bechirah (choice, election) of HASHEM, just as Aharon did.

5 So also Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not seize kavod for himself to become a Kohen
Gadol, but the One having said to him, BENI ATAH, ANI HAYOM YELIDTICHA, (My Son you
are; Today I have become your Father.)*

6 Says also in another passage, ATAH KOHEN L'OLAM AL DIVRATI MALKI-TZEDEK (You
are a kohen forever according to the order ofMalki-Tzedek).†

7Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, in the days of his earthly life, offered with a raised voice
and tears both tefillos and techinnah (prayers of supplication) to the One who was able to
deliver him frommavet, and HASHEM heard him because of his chasidus.

8 Although he was HaBen, Rebbi, Melech HaMoshiach learned mishma'at from his
yissurim.

9And having been made shalem (complete), to all those with mishma'at toward Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, he became the source of Yeshu'at Eloheinu Olamim,

10Having been designated by HASHEM as Kohen Gadol AL DIVRATI MALKI-TZEDEK.‡
11We have much to say about this for which it is difficult to make a midrash, als (since)

you have become spiritually hard-of-hearing.
12 For indeed by this time you ought to be morim saying shiurim, but instead you have

need again to be taught the orthodox Jewish basic ikarim (principles, essentials) of the
Divrei HASHEM, and you have become one having need of cholov and not solid okhel.

13 For everyone partaking of cholov is unacquainted with HaDivrei Tzedek, for he is an
olel (infant).

14 But solid okhel is for the mevugarim (mature ones, adults), the ones whose keilim
(faculties) have been trained by practice for distinguishing both HaTov and HaRah.

6
1Therefore, let us leave behind the stam (elementary) ikarim (essentials) of the devarim

hahora'ah (words of teaching) about Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach, and let usmove ahead to
hitbagrut (maturity), not laying again a foundation of teshuva fromma'asimmetim (dead
works) and Emunah toward HASHEM,

2 Of divrei torah on tevilot and tohorah and s'michat yadayim and of the Techiyas
HaMesim and of theMishpat Olam.

3And this we shall do, im yirtzeh HASHEM(if the L-rd wills).

* 4:14 Rebbe, MelechHaMoshiach † 4:14Orthodox Jewish ‡ 4:15 T.N. tempted in everyway aswe are, yetwithout
chet, means chet as inborn and immemorial yetzer hara (evil inclination) which is Chet Kadmon (Original Sin) whose
power and control is passed down to Bnei Adam from Adam, Ro 3:9; Ro 5:12— see Orthodox Jewish Bible Introduction
onMoshiach Immanu-El Ben HaAlmah uncontaminated by Chet Kadmon * 5:5 Ps 2:7 † 5:6 Ps 110:4 ‡ 5:10 Ps
110:4
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4 *For it is impossible for those who once received the Ohr HASHEM, having tasted of the
matanah of Shomayim and having become chavrusa partners of the Ruach Hakodesh,

5Andhaving tasted the goodness of theDvarHASHEMand the nifla'ot of theOlamHabah,
6and then, having fallenaway, andbecomeshmad— it is impossible to renewthemagain

to teshuva, because they have pierced to themselves the Zun fun der Oybershter on HaEtz
HaKelalat HASHEM and have again held him up to contempt and open bushah (shame).

7 For the Adamah (Mud), which drinks the geshem (rain) that often falls upon it, and
brings forth ESEV†(plants) suitable for those for whom it is cultivated, receives a bracha
fromHASHEM;

8But if Adamah (Mud) is producing KOTZ V'DARDAR‡(thorns and thistles), it is worthless
and near to being arurah§(cursed), whose Ketz (End) is for burning in Eish.*

9 However, Chaverim, even though we speak in this way, we have been convinced of
better things concerning you and of things belonging to Yeshu'at Eloheinu.

10 For HASHEM is not unjust so as to forget your po'al (work) and the ahavah which you
have shown toward ha-Shem of him, having rendered avodas kodesh ministry service to
the Kedoshim, ken, and you are still serving them.

11And we desire that each one of you show the same zerizut (diligence) so as to realize
the full bitachon of the tikvah (hope) until HaKetz,

12 That you not become atzlanit (sluggards) but imitators of the ones who through
Emunah and savlanut (patience) inherit the havtachot (promises).

13ForwhenHASHEM gave the havtachah (promise) to AvrahamAvinu, als (since)HASHEM
had no one greater by which to make a shevu'ah (oath), HASHEM made a shevu'ah by
Himself†

14 Saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you andmultiplying I will multiply you.”‡
15 And thus, having waited with savlanut, Avraham Avinu obtained the havtachah

(promise).
16For Bnei Adammake a shevu'ah by someone greater than themselves, and a shevu'ah

given as confirmation, settles everymatter decisively.
17 Similarly, when HASHEM wanted to demonstrate even more emphatically to the

yoreshim (heirs) of the havtachah (promise) the unchangeableness of his willed tachlis
(purpose), HASHEM guaranteed it with a shevu'ah,

18 Inorder that by twounchangeable things inwhich it is impossible forHASHEM to speak
sheker, we may have chozek (strength) and great encouragement, we who say that “he is
myMAKHSEH”§(refuge, shelter), and have taken hold of the tikvah (hope) set before us.

19 This tikvah we have as an ogen (anchor) for the neshamah, a tikvah both firm and
secure, which enters inside the parokhet,

20 Where Yehoshua has entered as a metatron (forerunner) on behalf of us, having
become a KOHEN L'OLAM AL DIVRATI MALKI-TZEDEK*(Kohen forever according to the
order ofMalki-Tzedek).

7
1For this MALKI-TZEDEKMELECH SHALEM KOHEN L'EL ELYON, is the one having met

Avraham Avinu ACHAREI SHUVO (after returning) from the slaughter of “the kings and
having blessed him,”*

2 With whom also “AVRAHAM avinu apportioned MA'ASER MIKOL (a tithe of every-
thing).” As for his Name, it is rendered “King of Tzedek (Righteousness)” and then also
“Melech of SHALOM.”

3 Without Av, without Em, without Yichus, having neither a techillah (beginning)
leyamim (to days) of him nor a Ketz HaChayyim, but resembling the Zun fun der Oyber-
shter, he remains a “kohen perpetually.”†

4Nowconsiderhowgreat among theGedolim this onewas towhomalsoAvrahamAvinu
gave from his booty ama'aser (tithe).

5And the ones of the Bnei Levi have received the Kehunah (Priesthood) and they have
a mitzvah to collect the ma'aser (tithe) from the Am Brit, and they have this mitzvah
according to the Torah, that is, to collect from their achim, though these also are descended
from the loins of AvrahamAvinu.
* 6:4 In this and the following verses, warning is given to the Messianic Jew who re-submits Yehoshua to re-trial and
reassigns the original verdict of deceiver: no re-rebirth, no re-repentance for such shmad † 6:7 Gn 1:11 ‡ 6:8 Gn

3:18 § 6:8 Gn 3:17 * 6:8 T.N. the allusion is to Eish Gehinnom † 6:13 Gn 22:16 ‡ 6:14 Gn 22:17 § 6:18

Ps 91:2 * 6:20 Ps 110:4 * 7:1 Gn 14:17-20 † 7:3 Ps 110:4
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6 But, this man, though not tracing his descent from them, has received ma'aser (tithe)
from Avraham Avinu and has given a bracha to the one having the havtachot (promises).

7Now it is beyond all argument that the greater gives a bracha to the lesser.
8Notice, in one case, ma'aser are received bymortal men; in the other case, ma'aser are

received by one of whomwe have solemn eidus (testimony) that hu Chai (he lives!).
9Onecould evengo so far as to say that evenLevi,who receivesma'aser, haspaidma'aser

through Avraham Avinu,
10 For Levi was still in the loins of his ancestor Avraham when Malki-Tzedek met

AvrahamAvinu.
11Now if shleimut (completeness) had been attainable through the Kehunah of Levi —

for under it came the Mattan Torah (giving of the Torah) to the Am Brit — what further
need would there have been to speak of another KOHEN arising “according to the order
of Malki-Tzedek”‡ rather than “al divrati Aharon”?

12 For when there is a “changing of the guard” of the Kehunah (Priesthood), this
behechrach (necessarily) also affects the Torah.§

13 For the One about whom these things are said belonged to a different shevet (tribe),
fromwhich no one has officiated at the Mizbe'ach.

14 For it is ugeret (easily seen, evident) that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu was
descended fromYehudah, and in connectionwith that shevet (tribe), MosheRabbeinu said
nothing about kohanim.

15And it is evenmore evident if another Kohen arises resemblingMalki-Tzedek,
16 One who became a kohen, not by means of a mitzvat haTorah concerning yichus

(lineage), but according to the gevurah of a Chayyei Ein Sof (Endless Life).
17For of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach comes the solemn eidus, ATAH KOHEN L'OLAMAL

DIVRATI MALKI-TZEDEK*(You are a kohen forever according to the order ofMalki-Tzedek).
18 For, on the one hand, there is an abrogation of an earlier mitzvah because of its

weakness and ineffectuality
19— For the Torah brought nothing to shleimut (perfection); on the other hand, there is

themavo (introduction)of a tikvah tovahyoter (abetterhope) throughwhichwedrawnear
to HASHEM—

20 This was attested with a shevu'ah (oath); for others who became kohanim were
installed in the office of kehunahwithout a shevu'ah;

21 But the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach became a kohen with a shevu'ah (oath) through
the One saying to Him, HASHEM has made an oath and will not change his mind, You are a
kohen forever.†

22 According to such a shevu'ah of HASHEM, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua has
become the orev (surety, guarantee) of a tovah yoter HaBrit.

23 Not only this, but it was the fact that the former kohanim were many in number,
becausemavet prevented them from continuing in the office of kehunah.

24 But because Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach continues l'olam (forever), he has an un-
changeable Kehunah.

25 From which also he is able to completely deliver to the Geulah (Redemption) and
Yeshu'at Eloheinu the ones approaching HASHEM through him, als (since) he has Chayyei
Ein Sof (Endless Life) and always lives to intercede in techinnah (supplication) for them.

26 For such was for us, indeed, a bekavod (suitable) Kohen Gadol, chasid, tamim, tahor,
nivdal from chote'im (separated from sinners) and exalted above HaShomayim;

27AKohenGadolwho does not have daily need— as do the other KohanimGedolim— on
the one hand, to offer up zevakhim for his own averos, and then to offer up zevakhim for
the averos of the Am Brit. For this Kohen Gadol offered up himself,‡ once and for all.

28 For the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu appoints Bnei Adam as Kohanim Gedolim, Bnei
Adamwith frailties, but the Dvar HaShevu'ah,§ which came later than the Torah ofMoshe
Rabbeinu, appoints HaBen* who came to shleimut (completeness) l'Olam.

8
1Now the main point of what is being said is this: we in fact have such a Kohen Gadol,

who has taken his moshav LIMIN HASHEM*(at the right hand of the kisse of the kavod in
Shomayim).

‡ 7:11 Ps 110:4 § 7:12 Isa 42:4 * 7:17 Ps 110:4 † 7:21 Ps 110:4 ‡ 7:27 Isa 53:10 § 7:28 Ps 110:4 * 7:28

Zun fun der Oybershter Moshiach * 8:1 Ps 110:1
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2OurKohenGadol ismesharet baKodesh (minister in theholy things) of the trueMishkan
set up by Adoneinu and not by anymeremortal.

3For every Kohen Gadol is ordained to offer bothminchot and zevakhim, fromwhich it
was necessary for this Kohen Gadol to have something also which hemight offer.

4 If, therefore, he were on ha'aretz he would not be a kohen, als there are kohanimwho
offer every korban (sacrifice) according to the Torah;

5However, the avodas kodesh sherut of these kohanim is service of a copy and shadow
of the things in Shomayim, just as Moshe Rabbeinu was warned, when he was about to
complete the Mishkan for “URE'EH” (Now see to it), HASHEM says, VA'ASEH BETAVNITAM
ASHER ATAH MAREH BAHAR (that you will make it according to the pattern having been
shown to you on themountain).†

6ButnowourKohenGadolhasattainedamore fest (excellent)avodaskodeshsherut inas
muchashe is also theMetavekh‡of amore fest (excellent)Brit uponwhichmoreauspicious
havtachot (promises) have been enacted.

7For if the Brit HaRishonah had beenwithout fault, it would not have been necessary to
speak about a Brit HaShniyah.§

8 For, when HASHEM finds fault with them, he says, HINEI YAMIM BA'IM, NE'UM
HASHEM, VKHARATI ES BEIS YISRAEL V'ES BEIS YEHUDAH BRIT CHADASHA (Behold,
days are coming, says HASHEM, when I will establish with the Beis Yisroel and with the Beis
Yehudah a Brit Chadasha).

9Not like the Brit that I made with their forefathers on the day I took them by the hand
to lead them out from the land of Mitzrayim; because they broke my Brit, though I was a
husband to them.

10KIZOTHABRITASHEREKHROTESBEISYISROELACHAREIHAYAMIMHAHEM,NE'UM
HASHEM; NATATI ES TORATI BEKIRBAM V'AL LIBAM EKHTAVENNAH, V'HAYITI LAHEM
L'ELOHIM V'HEMMAH YIH'YU LI LE'AM (Because this is the Brit which I will make with the
Beis Yisroel after those days, saysHASHEM: puttingmy Torah into themind of themand upon
the levavot of them Iwill write it and I will be to themG-d and theywill be toMe a people).*

11 V'LO YELAMMEDU OD ISH ES RE'EHU V'ISH ES AKHIV LEMOR, DE'U ES HASHEM;
KI KHULAM YEDE'U OTI LEMIKTANNAM V'AD GEDOLAM (No longer will a man teach his
neighbor, or a man his brother, saying “Have da'as of HASHEM,” because they will all have
da'as ofMe, from the least of them to the greatest.)

12KI ESLACH LA'AVONAMU'LECHATTATAM LO EZKAR OD (For I will forgive the wicked-
ness of them and their sin I will remember nomore).†

13WhenHASHEM uses theword “CHADASHA” he has therebymade the Brit HaRishonah
yeshanah and a Brit thus made aging, is near to being yakhlof (vanished).

9
1Now the Brit HaRishonah farshteit zich (of course) had regulations for avodas kodesh

in an earthly Mikdash.
2 For the Mishkan was furnished, that is, hachitzon (the outer one) in which were both

the Menorah and the Shulchan and the setting out of the Lechem HaPanim. This part is
the Kodesh, the Holy Place.

3 And behind the Parokhet HaSheynit was the part of the Mishkan being called the
Kodesh HaKodashim,

4 Having a golden Mizbe'ach of ketoret (incense) and the Aron HaBrit having been
coveredonall sideswithgold, and inwhichwasagolden jarholding themannaand therod
of Aharonwhich budded, and the Luchot haBrit (the tablets of the Covenant, theDecalogue,
Aseret HaDibrot).

5And above the Aron HaBrit the keruvim of kavod overshadowing the kapporet, about
which things it is not possible to speak now in praht (detail).

6Now these things having been prepared, the kohanim go continually into theMishkan,
the hachitzon (the outer one), performing the avodas kodesh sherut.

7 But into the Kodesh HaKodashim only the Kohen Gadol goes, and only once a year,
and not without DAHM (blood) which he offers for himself and for the shiggot haAm
(unintentional sins of the people).

8By this the Ruach Hakodesh signifies that the Derech into the Kodesh HaKodashim has
not yet been revealed while the Mishkan, the hachitzon (the outer one), is still standing,

† 8:5 Ex 25:40 ‡ 8:6 Job 33:23; Isa 43:27; 2Chr 32:31; Isa 42:4; cf. Dt 5:5,19-28 § 8:7 Jer 31:31-34 [30-33] * 8:10
See Jer 31:31-34; also Prov 30:4; 8:30; Yn 1:1; Rv 3:20 † 8:12 Jer 31:34 [33]
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9 Which is a mashal for the present time. Accordingly both minchot and zevakhim
are being offered which cannot fulfill with respect to the matzpun (conscience) of the
worshiper,

10 Als (since) they deal only with okhel and mashkeh (drink) and different tevilot,
external regulations being imposed until the time of the Tikkun (Restoration).

11 But when Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach came as the Kohen Gadol of the coming tovot
(good things), he entered through the Mishkan Gadol, the greater and more perfect
Mishkan, not made with hands, that is, not of this B'ri'ah (Creation);

12 Not through the dahm of se'irim (goats) and of agalim (bulls) but through his own
dahm* he entered the Kodesh HaKodashim once and for all, having secured for us the
Geulah Olamim.

13 For if the dahm of se'irim (goats) and parim (young bulls) and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkling those who have become tum'a (uncleanness), if this dahm sets apart for
kedushah for the tohorah (purification) of the basar,

14 By how much more will the dahm of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach who through the
eternal RuachHakodesh offered himself withoutMUM†(defect) to G-d, by howmuchmore
will his DAHM‡ purify our matzpun (conscience) from ma'asim metim (dead works) in
order to serve the Elohim Chayyim.

15 And for this reason Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach is the Metavekh of a Brit Chadasha
in order that those who are HaKeru'im (the Called ones) may receive the nachalat
olam (eternal inheritance) of the Havtachah (Promise), because a mavet, a kapparat
hapeysha'im has taken place that gives them pedut (ransom for redemption, Geulah) from
peysha'im§(transgressions) that were committed under HaBrit HaRishonah.

16For where there is a brit or a tzavva'a (will), it is aizen (well founded, incontrovertible)
that the histalkus (passing) of the one whomade it must be established.

17 For a Brit, a tzavv'a (covenant, will) is valid only when Bnei Adam have died, for it is
never validly executed as long as the ba'al tzavva'a (testator, person who makes the will)
lives.

18Hence the Brit HaRishonahwas not cut without DAHM.*
19 For when every mitzvah had been spoken by Moshe Rabbeinu to all the Am Brit

according to the Torah, he took the dahm of se'irim and of agalimwith mayim and scarlet
wool and hyssop and sprinkled both the sefer itself and all the people,

20 Saying, HINEI DAHM HABRIT†(This is the blood of the Covenant) which HASHEM
commanded you.

21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the Mishkan and also all the k'lei haSherut
(vessels of service in theMishkan)with dahm.

22 Indeed, according to the Torah, almost everything is metohar (purified) by dahm, and
without a kapporah by means of shefach dahm (the shedding of blood) there is no selicha
(forgiveness).

23 Therefore, it was necessary for the tavnit‡(pattern, copy) of the things in Shomayim
be metohar (purified) with these, but the things of Shomayim themselves with better
zevakhim than these.

24 For Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach did not enter into a Kodesh HaKodashim made
by human hands, a mere TAVNIT§(pattern, copy) of the true Kodesh HaKodashim, but
Moshiach entered into Shomayim itself, now to appear before the face of HASHEM for us.

25Norwas it so that hemay offer himself again and again, as the Kohen Gadol enters the
Kodesh HaKodashim yearly with dahm not his own;

26For then it would have been necessary for him to suffer often from the hivvased tevel
(foundation of the world); but now, once at the Ketz HaOlamim, he has appeared to put
away averos (sins) by the korban of himself.*

27And in as much as it is appointed for men to die once and after this HaMishpat,†
28 So he, having been offered up once in order that HU NASA CHET RABBIM‡(he bore

away the sin of many) and shall appear sheynit (a second time) for Yeshu'at Eloheinu
without reference to chet for those who expectantly khakeh levo'o shel (await the arrival
of)Moshiach.

* 9:12 Isa 52:15 † 9:14 Lv 22:20 ‡ 9:14 Isa 52:15 § 9:15 Isa 53:5 * 9:18 Ex 24:8 † 9:20 Ex 24:8 ‡ 9:23

Ex 25:40 § 9:24 Ex 25:40 * 9:26 Isa 53:10 † 9:27 YomHaDin ‡ 9:28 Isa 53:12
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10
1For the Torah, als (since) it has only a shadowof the tovot ha'atidot (good things to come)

and is not the etzem (actual) things, can never by the same yearly zevakhim (sacrifices),
which they offer continually, make shleimut (whole, complete) those drawing kiruv (near).

2 Otherwise, would these zevakhim not have stopped being offered, because the wor-
shipers, having experienced tohorah (purification, cleansing) even once, would no longer
have had consciousness of averos?

3But by those zevakhim there is a zikaron (remembrance) and a reminder of averos year
after year.

4For it is impossible for the dahmof parim (young bulls) and se'irim (goats) to take away
chatta'im (sins).

5 Therefore, when he comes into the Olam Hazeh, he says ZEVACH UMINCHAH LO
CHAFATZTA*(sacrifice and offering You did not desire), but a body you prepared for me;†

6OLAH V'CHATA'AH LO SH'ALTA‡(Burnt offering and sin offering you have not desired).
7Then I said, Look, here I am, I have come— it iswritten aboutme in themegillah [scroll]

LA'ASOT RETZONECHAH ELOHAI CHAFATZTI§(I desire to do yourwill, O G-d.)
8When he said above, “ZEVACH and MINCHAH and OLAH and CHATA'AH you have not

desired, nor have you taken pleasure in them” — these are offered according to the Torah
9— Then he said, I have come LA'ASOT RETZONECHAH (to do your will.) He takes away

HaRishonah* in order to establish HaSheniyah.†
10And it is by the ratzon HASHEM that wewill have been set apart for kedushah through

the korban NEFESH‡ of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, once and for all.
11 And every kohen stands daily at his avodas kodesh sherut ministering and offering

again and again the same korbanot that can never take away chatta'im;
12 But Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, having offered up one korban for chatta'im for all

time, YASHAV LIMIN HASHEM§(Sat down at the right hand of G-d),
13Waiting from that time onward until OYVAV (His enemies) bemade “a footstool for his

feet.”
14 For by one korban he has perfected forever HaMekudashim (the ones being set apart

as Kedoshim).
15And the Ruach Hakodesh also bears solemn edut to us; for after saying,
16 ZOT HABRIT ASHER EKHROT (“This is the covenant that I will make) with them after

those days,” says the L-rd, “I will putmy Torah in themind of them and I will inscribe it on
their heart.”* He then says:

17 LA'AVONAM U'LECHATTATAM LO EZKAR†(And their wickedness and their sin I will
remember nomore).

18Now where there is selicha (forgiveness) for these things, there is no longer a korban
for chatta'im.

19Therefore, Achimb'Moshiach, havingconfidence forbevitachon (confidently)entering
haSha'ar laHASHEM(gate to approach G-dʼs presence, access of the tzaddikim)‡ into the
Kodesh HaKodashim by HaDahmHaYehoshua,

20 Which he opened for us as a Derech Chadasha, a Derech Chayyah, through the
parokhet, that is to say, the parokhet opened whenwas offered the basar of Moshiach.§

21And als (since)we have a Kohen Gadol over the Beis HASHEM,
22 Let us approach and draw near to HASHEM with a lev shalem, with full assurance

and bitachon of Emunah, our levavot having been sprinkled clean (tehorim)* from an
evil matzpun (conscience) and our bodies plunged kluhr (pure) into a tevilah in a mikveh
mayim.†

23Let us, without wavering, hold firmly to the hoda'ah of Tikveteinu, for Ne'eman is the
One having given the havtachah (promise).

24 And let us consider how to meorer (stimulate, motivate, shtarken) one another to
ahavah andmitzvos,

25 And let us not turn away and defect from our noiheg (habitually) conducted daily
minyan, as some are doing; let us impart chizzuk (strengthening, encouragement) to one
another, and by somuch themore as you see the Yom‡ approaching.

* 10:5 Ps 40:6 [7] † 10:5 Ps 39:7 in the TARGUMHA-SHIVIM ‡ 10:6 Ps 40:6 § 10:7 Ps 40:8 [9] * 10:9 theway
of the zevakhim of the kehunah of Levi † 10:9 the way of the zevach of the kehunah of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
‡ 10:10 Isa 53:10 cf. ASHAMKORBAN § 10:12 Ps 110:1 * 10:16 Jer 31:33 † 10:17 Jer 31:34 ‡ 10:19 Ps 118:20
§ 10:20 Ps 16:9-10; Dan 9:26; Isa 53:5-12 * 10:22 YAZZEH, “MOSHIACHWILL SPRINKLE,” Isa 52:15 † 10:22 Ezek
36:25-26 ‡ 10:25HaDin (Day of Judgment)



LETTER TOMA'AMINIM YEHUDIM 10:26 1347 LETTER TOMA'AMINIM YEHUDIM 11:8

26 For when we intentionally commit chet b'yad ramah§(wilful sin with a high hand of
defiance) after having received the full da'as of HaEmes, there remains no longer a korban
for chattoteinu,

27 But only a terrible expectation of Din and Mishpat and of a blazing EISH TZARECHA
TOKHLEM*(Fire that will consume the enemies of HASHEM).

28Anyonewhowasdoiche (rejectingor settingaside) the TorahofMosheRabbeinu, upon
the dvar of SHNI EDIMO AL PI SHLOSHA EDIM†(Testimony of two or three witnesses), dies
without rachamim.

29 By how much worse onesh (penalty) do you think the one will be considered worthy
who trampled on the Zun fun der Oybershter and also treated as mechallel kodesh
(profane) the Dahm HaBrit which set him apart mekudash and also committed Chillul
HASHEM gidduf against the Ruach Hakodesh of HASHEMʼs chesed?

30For we have da'as of the One who said, LI NAKAMV'SHILEM‡(Vengeance is mine and I
will repay) and again YADIN HASHEMAMMO§(The L-rdwill judge his people).

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Elohim Chayyim.
32 But have zikaron of the yamim mikedem (earlier days) in which, when you had

received the Ohr HASHEM, you endured a great tzoros, a great “Kristallnacht” of yissurim
(suffering),

33 sometimes being publicly abused with baleidikung (insult) and fargolgung (persecu-
tion) yourselves; other times being oppressed chavrusa partners with the ones so treated.

34For you showed Gemilut Chasadim for the Achim b'Moshiach in the beis hasohar and
with simcha youaccepted the pogrom-like confiscation of your property because youhave
da'as that you possess a better andmore enduring yerushah (inheritance).

35 Do not discard, then, your bitachon (confident trust) which has gadol sachar (great
reward).

36You are nitzrach (needy) of the kind of savlanut (patience) that has endurance, in order
that, having accomplished the ratzon HASHEM, you will receive the havtachah (promise).

37Foryeta littlewhileandHuHaBah*YAVOLOYE'ACHER (Hewill come,hewillnotdelay),
38V'TZADDIK VE'EMUNATO YICHEYEH†(Andmy tzaddik will live by Emunah). And, if he

shrinksbackasa shmaddefector, LORATZTAHNAFSHIBO (Mysoulhasnopleasure inhim).
39 But we are not of those who shrink back as shmad defectors toward churban

destruction, but we are of those with Emunah whose neshamah is preserved in Yeshu'at
Eloheinu.

11
1 Now Emunah is the substance of things for which we have tikvah. Emunah is the

conviction of things not seen.
2For by Emunah have our Zekenim been given approval.
3 By Emunah we have binah Shomayim v'ha'Aretz found their “barah” from the Dvar

HASHEM, so that not from anything visible has what we see come into being.*
4 By Emunah Hevel (Abel) offered to HASHEM a korban that was a mincha tovah than

that of Kayin. Through this he was given approval that he was a tzaddik, HASHEM
bearing solemn eidus (testimony) to hismatanot; and by his Emunah, Hevel, though niftar
(deceased), still speaks.

5 By Emunah Chanokh was taken up, was translated, not to see mavet, V'EINENNU KI
LAKACH OTO ELOHIM†(and he was not, because G-d took him [up]). Before Chanokh was
raptured in his aliyah l'Shomayim, he received solemn eidus (testimony) that he had been
pleasing to HASHEM.

6And without Emunah it is impossible to please HASHEM. For it is necessary for the one
making a kiruv approach to HASHEM to have Emunah in the fact that yesh Elohim (G-d is
there), and that Elohim gives sachar (reward) to those who seek himwith zerizut.

7 By Emunah Noach, having been warned about the things not yet visible to the eye of
flesh, and being an ish of yirat Shomayim, built the Teva (Ark) for the Geulah of the Beis
HaNoach. By his Emunah he condemned the OlamHazeh and he became the yoresh (heir)
of the Tzedek HASHEM that is credited to Emunah.‡

8ByEmunahAvrahamAvinu,whenhewas called to goout to aplacewhichhewas about
to receive as a nachalah (inheritance), respondedwithmishma'at (obedience), and hewent
out, not having da'as of where he was going.

§ 10:26Num 15:30 * 10:27 Isa 26:11 † 10:28Dt 19:15 ‡ 10:30Dt 32:35 § 10:30Dt 32:36 * 10:37 Rebbe
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9 By Emunah he made aliyah to HA'ARETZ ASHER DIBER§(the land that He promised),
Ha'aretz haHavtacha (the Promised Land), as in an eretz zarah (a strange land), living
in oholim (tents), as did Yitzchak and Ya'akov, the fellow yorshim (heirs) of the same
havtachah (promise);

10For Avraham Avinu was looking forward to the Shtetl having a yesod Olam (eternally
firm foundation), whose Planner and Builder is HASHEM.

11 By Emunah also Sarah, herself barren, received the ability to found a posterity, and
she did so even beyond the normal age, als (since) she considered ne'eman (faithful) the
One having given the Havtachah (promise);

12 therefore, also, from onemanwere born* and indeed thismanwas kimat (practically,
as good as) deadmany, as numerous as HAKOKHAVIM in HASHOMAYIM and as innumer-
able as the sand ASHER AL SEFAT (“that is on the seashore”).†

13 Yet all of these became niftarim (deceased) in Emunah, not having received the
havtachot (promises), but having seen them and, as it were, they gave the havtachot a
“Baruch Habah!” welcome from a distance, and they made the Ani Ma'amin hoda'ah
(confession) that they were GERIM (strangers) and TOSHAVIM‡(sojourners) in the Golus of
the OlamHazeh.

14For those saying such thingsmake it clear that they are searching for an EretzMoshav.
15 And if they were remembering ha'aretz from which they made aliyah, they would

have had an opportunity to make yerida (to descend back, return).
16But, as it is, they aspire for something better, an Eretz HaAvot b'Shomayim; therefore,

HASHEM is not ashamed to be called Ehoheihem, for he prepared for them an Ir Kodesh.
17 By Emunah Avraham Avinu, when he underwent nisayon, offered up the Akedas

HaYitzchak; and he who had received the Havtachot (Promises)was offering as a korban
his Ben Yechid.§

18 This was Avraham Avinu, about whom it was said KI VEYITZCHAK YIKARE LECHA
ZERA*(In Yitzchakwill be called your seed).

19 Avraham Avinu considered that HASHEM was able to bring about the Techiyas
HaMesim, fromwhich he also received back Yitzchak as a tipus (type, pattern).

20 By Emunah Yitzchak invoked brachot with respect to future events on Ya'akov and
Esav.

21By Emunah Ya'akov, as he was dying, gave a bracha to each of the banim of Yosef and
V'YISHTAKHU YISROEL†(And Yisroel worshiped).

22 By Emunah Yosef, as he was dying, dermohn (made mention) of the Yetzi'at Bnei
Yisroel (the Going Out, the Exodus of Bnei Yisroel) and he gave instructions concerning his
ATZMOT‡(bones).

23 By Emunah, Moshe Rabbeinu, when he was born, was hidden SHELOSHA
CHODESHIM (threemonths)because they sawhewasayeledTOV§and theyhadnopachad
(terror) at the kingʼs decree.

24 By Emunah, Moshe Rabbeinu, when he had grown, refused to be called the son of
Pharaohʼs daughter;

25Choosing rather to endure redifah (persecution)with theAmHASHEM than to enjoy the
ephemeral ta'anugot (pleasures) of averos for a season.

26 For Moshe Rabbeinu considered abuse and tzoros for the sake of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach greater osher (riches) than the otzar (treasure) of Mitzrayim (Egypt), for he
had respect unto the recompense of the sachar (reward).

27 By Emunah, Moshe Rabbeinu departed from Mitzrayim (Egypt), not having pachad
(fear) of the ka'as (anger) of the king, for he persevered as seeing the One who is unseen.

28 By Emunah, Moshe Rabbeinu kept Pesach and the sprinkling of the dahm [on the
mezuzot],* for fear that the Destroyer of the Bechorimmight destroy them.

29By Emunah, theywent through the Yam Suf as on YABASHAH†(dry ground); and those
of Mitzrayim (Egypt), when they attempted it, were drowned.‡

30 By Emunah, the walls of Yericho fell down, after they had been encircled for shivat
yamim.

31By Emunah, Rachav the Zonah did not perish along with the ones without mishma'at
(obedience), after she gave the kabbalat panim to the spies b'shalom.§
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32Andwhatmore shall I say? For the timewill failme if I tell of Gid'on, Barak, Shimshon,
Yiftach, Dovid, Shmuel and the Nevi'im,

33Who by Emunah conquered mamlechot (kingdoms), worked tzedek (righteousness),
obtained havtachot (promises), shut themouths of arayot (lions),

34Quenched the power of eish (fire), escaped from the edge of the cherev (sword), out of
weakness found strength, becamemighty in milchamah (war), put to flight tzive'ot zarim
(armies of the aliens).

35Nashim received back their mesim restored to Chayyim; and others were tortured to
death al kiddush ha-Shem, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a
better Techiyas HaMesim;

36 And others underwent the nisayon of cruel mockings and scourgings, also the
sharsherot (chains) and the beis hasohar.

37 They were killed by seqilah (stoning), they were sawn in two, they were murdered
by the cherev, they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being nitzrach (needy) and
destitute, oppressed, under redifot (persecutions),

38 those of whom the OlamHazehwas not worthy, wandering in deserts andmountains
and caves of the earth.

39And all these, havingHASHEMʼs commendation through their Emunah, did not receive
the havtachah (promise),

40HASHEM having foreseen something better for us, so that, apart from us, they should
not bemade shleimut.

12
1 So, therefore, als (since) we have surrounding us so great an Anan Edim (Cloud of

Witnesses), let us also lay aside every weighty impediment and easily ensnaring averos,
and let us run with endurance and savlanut the race set before us,

2 Fixing our gaze on the Mekhonen (Founder) of our* faith, and the One who makes
it Shleimut — Yehoshua, who because of the simcha set before him, endured HaEtz
HaMoshiach, disregarding its bushah (shame), and “sat down at the right hand of the
throne of G-d.”†

3 Let your hitbonenut (meditation) be on the one who endured such opposition from
chote'im (sinners), that youmay not be weary in your neshamot, losing heart.

4For you have not yet resisted to the point of death al kiddush ha-Shem in your struggle
against Chet;

5Andyouhave let slip fromzikaron (remembrance) the dvar haChizzukwhichhe speaks
to you as banim, My son, do not despise the musar of HASHEM, do not lose heart, resent
when rebuked by Him;

6KIESASHERYE'EHAVHASHEMYOKHI'ACH (forwhomHASHEMloveshedisciplines), and
he punishes ES BEN YIRTZEH (every son he receives).‡

7 For you endure nisyonos for the sake of musar. And HASHEM is dealing with you as
banim. For what ben is there whom an Abba does not give musar?

8 But if you are without musar, in which all the yeladim share, then you are not banim
but mamzerim.

9 Furthermore, we had Avot on HaAretz, who were morim that we reverenced and
treated with kavod. Should we not even more subject ourselves to the Avi HaRuchot and
live?

10For they disciplined us for a short time, as seemed tov to them, butHASHEMdisciplines
us for tov lanu in order that wemight share in his kedushah.

11All musar for the moment seems not to be na'im (pleasant), but seems to bring agmat
nefesh; yet afterwards to thosewho have been taught bymusar, it yields the p'ri haShalom
and the p'ri haTzedek.

12Therefore, “Bring chizzuk to the weak hands and the feeble knees;”§
13Andmake the drakhim straight for your feet, so that the ever (limb, member)which is

lamemay not be dislocated, but rather have refu'ah (healing).
14Pursue shalom with kol Bnei Adam, and the kedushah without which no one will see

HASHEM.
15 See to it that no one fall short of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM; that no SHORESH* of

merirut (bitterness) sprouting upmay cause tzoros, and by it many bemade teme'ot;

* 12:2 Orthodox Messianic Jewish † 12:2 Ps 110:1 ‡ 12:6 Prov 3:11-12; Job 5:17 § 12:12 Isa 35:3 * 12:15
Isa 35:3
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16Lest someoneguiltyof gilui arayot (sexual immorality)or somepersonwho ismitnaged
ladat (irreligious, opponent of religion) like Esav, who in exchange for one meal sold
HaBechorah belonging to him.

17 For you have da'as that even afterwards, when he desired to receive the nachalah of
the bracha, hewas rejected, for he foundno place for teshuva, though he sought for it with
tears.

18 For you have not come to a Har that can be touched and to a blazing Eish and to
choshech and gloom and storm,

19And to the blast of a shofar and the sound of devarim, which sound was such that the
ones having heard begged that no further dvar be spoken to them.

20 For they could not bear the mitzvah, “If even a BEHEMAH†(animal) should touch the
Har, the punishment will be seqilah (stoning).”

21And so fearful was the sight that Moshe Rabbeinu said, “YAGORTI”‡(I am afraid)with
trembling.

22But you have come to Mount Tziyon, that is, HaIr HaElohim Chayyim, to the Yerusha-
layim in Shomayim and tomyriads of malachim in a knesset innumerable,

23And to the Kehillat HaBechorim who are inscribed in Shomayim and to HASHEM, the
Shofet HaKol, and to the ruchot (spirits) of the tzaddikimmade shleimim,

24 And to Yehoshua, the Metavekh of a Brit Chadasha and to the dahm hahazza-
yah§(blood of sprinkling), which speaks better than the dahm haHevel (blood of Abel).

25See to it that you do not refuse theOne speaking. For if those did not escapewhen they
refusedHimwhogave themwarningonha'aretz,much less shallweescapewho turnaway
from the One whose warning comes from Shomayim.

26 And the bat kol of HASHEM shook ha'aretz then, but now He has given havtachah
(promise), saying, Yet once more V'ANI MARISH ES HASHOMAYIM V'ES HA'ARETZ*(And
I will shake the heavens and the earth).

27Now the phrase, “Yet once more” denotes the removal of that which can be shaken,
that is, created things, in order that the unshakeable may remain.

28 Therefore, als (since) we are receiving a malchut unshakeable, let us hold on to the
Chen v'Chesed HASHEM through which we may offer to HASHEM, an acceptable avodas
kodesh, with yirat Shomayim and chasidus.

29For, indeed, Eloheinu is a consuming Eish.†

13
1Let ahavat achim (brotherly love) continue.
2Do not neglect hachnosas orchim (hospitality), for by this somewithout having da'as of

it, have entertainedmalachim.
3 Have zikaron of the prisoners in the beis hasohar, as if having been bound with

sharsherot (chains)with them; and those being tortured as though youwere also.
4 Let the marriage Chuppah have respect in the eyes of all, and let the marriage bed

be undefiled, for those guilty of gilui arayot (sexual immorality) and no'afim (adulterers),
HASHEMwill judge.

5 Fier zich (comport oneself) in your derech free of chamdanut (covetousness), being
content with what you have, for He Himself has said, LO ARPECHA V'LO E'EZVECHA*(I
will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you),

6 So that we say with bitachon, HASHEM LI my helper, LO IRA MAH YA'ASEH LI
ADAM?†(The L-rd is my helper, I will not be afraid. What shall man do tome?)

7 Remember your manhigim and be machshiv (respect) and mechabed (honor) those
who spoke to you the dvar HASHEM; and considering the toitzaa (outcome) of their derech,
imitate their Emunah.

8Yehoshua— Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, the same etmol, hayom, ul'Olamim.
9Donot be carried awayby various torot zarot; for it is tov for the lev to be given chizzuk

by the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM, not by okhel through which those whowere thus occupied
were not benefited.

10We have aMizbe'ach fromwhich those who serve theMishkan have no right to eat.
11For the zevakhimwhose dahm is brought into the Kodesh HaKodashim by the Kohen

Gadol as a Kapparat HaChet are burned outside themakhaneh (camp).
12Therefore, Yehoshua also, that hemight make the Am Brit kedoshim through his own

dahm, suffered outside the sha'ar.
† 12:20 Ex 19:13 ‡ 12:21Dt 9:19 § 12:24 Isa 52:15 * 12:26Hag 2:6 † 12:29Dt 4:24; 9:3; Isa 33:14 * 13:5
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13 So then, let us go out to him outside the makhaneh, bearing the reproach of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach.

14For we do not have here a lasting Ir HaKodesh, but we seek one to come.
15 By him, therefore, let us offer up a zevach todah to HASHEM continually, that is, the

fruit of our lips, giving hoda'ah (confession) to SHMO (HIS NAME).‡
16 But do not drift away from ma'asim tovim and sharing; for with such zevakhim

HASHEM is well pleased.
17 Obey your manhigim and submit to them; for they are being shomer over your

neshamot, as those who have achraius (answerability, accountability) [to HASHEM]. Let
them do so with simcha and not with agmat nefesh, for that would not be profitable for
you.

18Daven tefillos for us, for we are persuaded that we have a clear matzpun (conscience)
in everything, wishing to conduct ourselves commendably in all things.

19And I urge you all the more to do this, that I may be restored to youmore quickly.
20 Now the Elohei Hashalom, who brought up in the Techiyas HaMoshiach, HaRo'eh

HaTzon HaGadol, through the Dahm Brit Olam, even Adoneinu,
21MayHe equip youwith everyma'aseh tov in order to doHis ratzon, working in us that

which iswell pleasing inHis sight throughRebbe,MelechHaMoshiachYehoshua, towhom
be kavod l'Olemei Olamim. Omein.

22 Now I urge you, Achim b'Moshiach, bear with this dvar hachizzuk, for indeed an
iggeret I have written you bekitzur (briefly, concisely).

23 Have da'as that our Ach b'Moshiach Timotiyos has been released, with whom if he
comes shortly, I will see you.

24Shalomgreetings to all yourmanhigimand all the kedoshim. The ones from Italy send
shalom greetings to you.

25Chen v'Chesed HASHEM be with all of you.

‡ 13:15 Zech 6:11-12; 3:8
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Ya'akov to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah

Introduction
This letter may be the earliest writing in the Brit Chadasha. Of royal blood, Ya'akov

Bar Yosef Ben Dovid, like Rav Sha'ul, was an unbeliever until he came to faith by the
appearance of the Risen Moshiach (see 1C 15:7). He died al kiddush ha-Shem 62 C.E.
according to Josephus. His brother Yehuda wrote the letter called Yehuda; see Mt 13:55.

1 Ya'akov,* eved (servant) of HASHEM and of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu
Yehoshua; To the Shneym Asar HaShevatim (Twelve Tribes) in the Golus, Shalom!†

2Consider it all simcha,myAchimb'Moshiach,whenever you fall into variousnisayonos
(tests, trials),

3Because you have da'as that the emunah you have, when it is tested, produces savlanut
(patient endurance).

4And let savlanut be shleimah in its po'al (work) in order that you may be mevugarim
(mature, grown up) and complete, lacking in nothing.

5But if any one of you is lacking chochmah (wisdom), let him direct tefillah (prayer) and
techinot (petitions) to HASHEM, the One whose matanot (gifts) are given generously and
without grudging, and chochmahwill be given to him.‡

6But let the tefillahbeofferedwithmuchbitachon inemunah (faith), innowaydoubting.
For the doubtfulman, wavering in emunah, is like awave of the yam (sea), being tossed by
the wind.§

7Let not such a one presume that he will receive anything from Adoneinu.
8He is an ish (man)ofdoublemind, inall his drakhim (ways),mesupak (uncertain, having

doubts) and unstable.*
9But let theAchb'Moshiach of shiflut (lowliness) glory in the da'as thatHASHEMwill exalt

him.
10And let the Ach b'Moshiachwhohas osher (riches) glory in his bizyoinos (humiliation),

in the da'as that HASHEM will bring him low, because KOL HABASAR KHATZIR†(All flesh is
grass) and so he likewise will vanish.‡

11 For the shemesh (sun) rose with its burning heat and dried the grass and its TZITZ
NAVEL§(flower blossom fell). And the beauty of its appearance perished, so also the
“oisher” (richman) in his goings will fade away.*

12 Ashrey is the one who stands up under nisayon (trial), because, having become
approved, that onewill be given theAteretHaChayyim (CrownofLife), whichHASHEMgave
as a havtachah (promise) to those having Ahavas HASHEM.

13 However, let no one say, when he is tempted, “From HASHEM I am being tempted,”
for HASHEM cannot be tempted to crave ra'ah (evil), and He Himself trips up no one with
nisayon (temptation).

14But each one is tempted by his own ta'avah (lust, yetzer hara), being dragged off by it
and being allured.†

15 Then after her conception Ta'avah gives birth to Averah (Transgression) and Averah,
once she has fully developed, gives birth to Mavet.‡

16Do not fall under a delusion, my beloved Achim b'Moshiach.
17 Every good endowment and every matanah shleimah (complete gift) is from above,

coming down from Avi HaOhrot (the Father of Lights)with whom there is no variation or
shadow of turning.§

18 Birtzon HASHEM(by the will of G-d), he gave birth to us by the Dvar HaEmes, that we
might be a kind of bikkurim (firstfruits) of all he created.*

19Haveda'as of this,mybelovedAchimb'Moshiach. Let everymanbequick tohear, slow
to speak, slow to ka'as (anger).†

20For the ka'as of Bnei Adam does not accomplish the Tzikat HASHEM.
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21 Therefore, having put away all filthiness and what remains of resha (wickedness) in
shiflut (lowliness) andmeekness receive the implanted DvarHASHEMwhich is able to save
your nefashot.‡

22 Now be Shomrei HaDvar HASHEM and not Shomei HaDvar only, thereby causing
yourselves to fall under remiyah (deceit, deception).

23Because if anyone is ShomeiHaDavar and not Shomrei HaDavar, this one is like aman
looking at his ponum in amirror,

24 For he observed himself and has gone away and immediately forgot what he looked
like.

25 But the one having peered into the Torah HaShleimah (the Perfect Torah), the Torah
HaCherut (the Torah of Freedom), and there remaining, not as a forgetful listener but one
who is shomer mitzvot and goes into action, this one will have a bracha on his head in all
his acts.§

26 If anyone considers himself to be one of the Charedim [Orthodox, G-d-fearing Jewish
religious ones], yet has lashon hora and does not bridle his tongue but instead causes his
lev to fall under remiyah (deceit), this oneʼs chasidus (piety) is worthless.*

27Avodas Kodesh that is tehorah (pure) and tamimah (unblemished) before ElohimHaAv
is this: to visit yetomim (orphans) and almanot (widows) in their tzoros and to be shomer
against the defilement of the OlamHazeh.†

2
1My Achim b'Moshiach, you do not with your acts of maso panim (favoritism) hold to

the* emunah of the glorious Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.†
2For if there enter into your Beit HaKnesset (House of Assembly, shul, synagogue, shtibel)

amanwithgold rings onhisfingers in expensivebekeshe (kaftan)and shtreimel, and there
enters also an underpriviledged nebach, a kabtzen (poor person) in shmattes (rags),

3 and you pay special attention to the takif [influential man] wearing the bekeshe and
shtreimel and say, “You sit here in the seat of kibbud” (respect, honor), and to the kabtzen
(pauper) you say, “You stand there.” Or “You sit at my feet,”

4 did you not among yourselves differentiate with prejudice and became shofetim
(judges)withmachshavot re'sha (evil thoughts)?

5Hinei! My beloved Achim b'Moshiach, did not Der Oybershter make the Aniyim of the
Olam Hazeh in fact Bechirim of HASHEM to be rich in emunah and also yoreshim of the
Malchut HASHEM, which Adoshem gave as a havtachah (promise) to those with Ahavas
HASHEM?‡

6 But you dishonored the ish evyon (poor man, pauper). Do not the oishirim (rich ones)
oppress you and they drag you into the Batei Din (Bet Din courts)?

7 Do they not commit Chillul HASHEM gidduf (blasphemy) against the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiachʼs Shem Tov that has been named upon you?

8 If indeed youare shomer regarding theDatHaMalkhut (RoyalDecree), as it iswritten in
theKitveiHakodesh, V'AHAVTAHL'REI'ACHAKAMOCHA§(And thou shalt love thyneighbor
as thyself) you do well.

9But if you showmaso panim (favoritism), you are chote'im (sinners) committing averos
(transgressions) against the Torah.*

10 For whoever is shomer over kol haTorah but stumbles in one mitzvah, such is
condemned as ashem (guilty) of averoh (transgression) of kol mitzvot.

11 For the One having said, LO TINAF (You shall not commit adultery) said also LO
TIRTZACH (You shall not murder). Now if you do not commit adultery but you do murder,
you have become a Poshei'a al mitzvot HaTorah (Transgressor of the Torah).†

12 So let your devarim (words) be and so let your ma'asim (deeds) be as those who are
about to come under the judgment of the Torah HaCherut.‡

13For the Din (Judgment)will bewithout rachamim (mercy) to the one not having shown
rachamim. Rachamimwins the nitzachon (victory) over HaDin.

14 What is the revach (gain, profit), my Achim b'Moshiach, if anyone claims to have
emunah but does not have ma'asim (deeds)? Surely not such “emunah” is able to bring
him to Yeshu'at Eloheinu?
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15 If an Ach b'Moshiach or an Achot b'Moshiach is dressed in shmattes (tatters) and
lacking “lechem chukeinu”§(our daily bread),

16 and anyone of you says to them, “Go in shalom! Be warmed and fed!” but you do not
give to them the physical necessities, what is the revach (profit)?

17 So also Emunah, if alongside it there is not in its company Ma'asim, is by itself niftar
(deceased, dead).

18But someonewill say, “Youhave emunah and I havema'asim.” Youmake known tome
the Hisgalus haSod (the revelation of the mystery) of your emunah without your ma'asim,
and I'll show you, Chaver, frommyma'asim, the Emunah.

19 So you're impressed with yourselves that with your emunah you can recite the kri'at
Shema, nu? O you do so well… why, even the shedim have your da'as and emunah! But
they shudder!*

20Are youwilling to have da'as, O hollowman, that “Emunah”†unharnessed toMa'asim,
stands idle?

21Avraham Avinu, was he not YITZDAK IM HASHEM (justified with G-d) by his ma'asim
when he performed the akedah (binding) and offered up Yitzchak Bno (Isaac his son) upon
themizbe'ach?‡

22Hinei! While Avraham Avinuʼs Emunah was working, working right alongside was
AvrahamAvinuʼs Ma'asim, and byMa'asim the emunahwasmade shleimah!

23 And the Kitvei Hakodesh was fulfilled, Avraham Avinu V'HE'EMIN B'HASHEM
V'YACHSHEVEHA LO TZEDAKAH§(believed HASHEM and it was accounted to him for righ-
teousness). He was even called “Ohev HASHEM”*(“Friend of G-d”).

24 You see that from Ma'asim† a man is YITZDAK IM HASHEM and not from‡ “Emunah”
alone.§

25And likewise also Rachav the Zonah —was she not made YITZDAK IM HASHEM from
Ma'asim, having received themessengers and having sent them out a different way?

26 For just as the guf (body) without the neshamah is niftar (deceased, dead), so also is
Emunahwithout Ma'asim.

3
1Notmanyofyou,Achimb'Moshiach, shouldbeMorimforMoshiach, als (since), as far as

concernsMishpat HASHEM, you have da'as that weMessianicmorimwill have the chomer
haDin (rigor of the Law) fall on usmore severely.

2 For all of us stumble variously. If anyone as far as lashon hora is concerned, does not
stumble, this one is an ish tamim able to bridle also the entire guf (body).*

3 And if we put bits into the mouths of susim (horses) to bring them into mishma'at
(obedience), in just this way we direct their whole gufot (bodies).

4Hinei, also the oniyot (ships), even though gedolot and driven by gales, are guided by a
very small rudder wherever the impulse of the one steering directs.

5 So also the lashon (tongue), an evar katon (small member) speaks of RAVRE-
VAN†(boastful things).
Hinei, an eish ketanah (small fire) and yet how great a forest it can set ablaze!‡
6And the lashon is anEish, the lashon ismade anOlamHaAvel (Worldof Iniquity) among

our evarim (members), defiling with a stain kol haGuf (whole body), and setting ablaze the
course of life, and is itself set by eish in Gehinnom.§

7 For every species both of wild animals and birds, reptiles and marine creatures is
tamed and has been tamed by humankind.

8But the Lashon no one of Bnei Adam is able to tame, an uncontrollable ra'ah (evil), full
of deadly zuhamah (contamination).

9With this we say a bracha to HASHEM, Adoneinu and Avoteinu, and with this we put a
kelalah (curse) on Bnei Adam, who have been created according to the demut Elohim.*

10Outof the samePEHcomes forthbrachaandalsokelalah. MyAchimb'Moshiach, these
things ought not to be.

11Surely not out of the samemakor (fountain) pours forthmayim both sweet and bitter?
12 Surely an etz te'enah (fig tree) cannot yield olives, my Achim b'Moshiach, or a grape

vine figs? Neither can salt water yield sweet water.
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13Who has chochmah and binah among you? Let him show by his hitnahagut hatovah
(good conduct) that thema'asim of him are of the shiflut (lowliness) of chochmah.

14 But if bitter kina (jealousy) you have and anochiyut (selfishness) in your levavot, do
not boast and speak sheker against HaEmes.

15This is not the Chochmah coming downanddescending fromabove, but is of theOlam
Hazeh, of this world and of shedim.

16 For where kina and anochiyut are, there is tohu vavohu (disorder, chaos) and every
ra'ah.

17 But the chochmah from above is berishonah (in the first place) tehorah (pure), then
ohevet shalom (peace-loving), then eidel (gentle) and considerate, then full of rachamim
and p'ri tov, and without maso panim and tzevi'ut.

18And the p'ri haTzedek is shalom sown by the ones making shalom.†

4
1Fromwheredomilchamot (wars) come? What is their goirem (driving force)? And from

where come fights among you? Is it not from here, from the ta'avot (lusts) of you warring
in your evarim (members)?

2 You lust for something and you do not have it; you kill and you envy and you are not
able to obtain. You get involved inmachalokot (divisions of dissensions) and fights. You do
not have because you fail to daven with your request.

3Or youmake techinot (petitions) and you do not receive, because you askwrongly, that
on your ta'avot (lusts) youmay spendwhat you receive.*

4No'efot (adulterers)! Do you not have da'as that to have shaichus (closeness, friendship,
intimacy)with theOlamHazeh is eyvah imHASHEM(enmitywithG-d)? Therefore, whoever
chooses to make the OlamHazeh his Oihev is made an Oyev (Enemy) of HASHEM.†

5Or do you think that in vain the Kitvei Hakodesh attests that HASHEM yearns jealously
over the Ruach Hakodesh He causes to dwell in us?

6 But He gives all the more Chen v'Chesed! Therefore it says, HASHEM LALETZIM HU
YALITZ V'LA'ANAYIM YITEN CHEN‡(HASHEM opposes the proud mocker but gives grace to
the humble).

7Submit yourselves inmishma'at (obedience) toHASHEM. ResistHaSatan, andhewill flee
from you.

8 Draw near to HASHEM and HASHEM will draw near to you. Cleanse your yadayim
(hands), you chote'im (sinners)! And purify your levavot, you anashim of double mind!§

9 Lament and mourn and weep. Let the tzechok (laughter) of you be changed to avelut
(mourning), and the simcha of you be turned to tugah (sadness).

10Be humbled before HASHEM and Hewill exalt you.*
11Donot speak lashonhora against anAchb'Moshiach. The one speaking against anAch

b'Moshiach or setting himself up as a shofet (judge) of his Ach b'Moshiach speaks against
the Torah and sets himself up as shofet of the Torah. Now if the Torah you judge, you are
not Shomrei HaTorah but a shofet.

12One is theMekhokek (Law-Giver) andHaShofet (The Judge), theOnewho is able to save
and to destroy. But who are you, the one who has set yourself up as the shofet of your re'a
(neighbor)?

13Come now, youwho say, “Hayom (today) ormakhar (tomorrow)wewill go into this or
that city and wewill do business there a year and will sell andmake a revach (profit).”

14Yet youdonot evenhave da'as ofwhat tomorrowʼs “yom”maybring. Look at your life!
Are you not an ed (mist), appearing a short time, then indeed disappearing?†

15 Instead of this, you ought to say “Im yirtzeh HASHEM” (if the L-rd wills) “we will live,
also wewill do this or that.”

16Butnowyouboast inyourpretensions. All suchravrevanut (boastfulness) is ra'ah (evil,
wickedness).

17To the one having da'as, therefore, knowing to do tov and not doing it, to him it is chet.

5
1 Come now, you who have osher (riches), weep, howling over your miseries coming

upon you.*
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2The osher of you has rotted and yourmalbush has becomemoth-eaten.†
3 The gold of you and the silver has been corroded and the corrosion of them will be

for a solemn eidus against you, and will eat the basar of you as Eish. You stored up otzar
(treasure) in the Acharit Hayamim!

4Hinei, the wages of the po'alim (workers) who cut your fields, the wages you fraudu-
lently withheld, those wages cry out, and the cries of the harvesting po'alim have reached
the ears of Adonoi Tz'vaot.‡

5 You lived in indulgence upon ha'aretz and lolled in a life of luxury, you fattened your
levavot as in a Yom Tivchah (Day of Slaughter).§

6You condemned, you killed the tzaddik, who does not resist you.
7Have savlanut (patience), therefore, Achim b'Moshiach, until the Bias HaMoshiach, the

ComingofMoshiachAdoneinu. Hinei, the ikar (farmer)awaits thepreciousp'ri haAdamah
(fruit of the earth), having savlanut (patience) for it until it receives the Yoreh (first autumn
rain) and theMalkosh (spring rain).*

8 You must also have savlanut. Strengthen your levavot, because the Bias HaMoshiach,
the Coming of Moshiach Adoneinu, has drawn near.

9 Do not murmur, Achim b'Moshiach, against one another, lest you be judged. Hinei,
haShofet is standing before the delet!†

10 Achim b'Moshiach, take as an example, of yissurim (suffering) and of savlanut
(patience) the Nevi'imwho spoke b'Shem Adonoi.

11 Hinei, we call me'ashirim the ones having endured: the enduring orech ruach
(patience) of Iyov you heard of, and the toitzaa (outcome) from HASHEM you saw, that
Eloheinu is full of rachamim and channun HASHEM.‡

12 But, above all, my Achim b'Moshiach, do not swear shevuot (oaths) neither by
Shomayim nor by ha'aretz nor any other shevu'ah, but let your “ken” be “ken,” and your
“lo” be “lo,” for fear that you fall under HaDin (the Judgment).

13 If anyone is suffering among you, let him daven. If anyone has simcha, let him sing
niggunim.§

14Are there any cholim (sickones) amongyou? Let the choleh (sickperson) summon* the
ZikneiHaKehillah (Eldersof theCongregation) and let themdaven tefillos over him, having
applied the shemenmishchah (anointing oil), b'Shem Adoneinu.†

15 And the tefillah of emunah will deliver the choleh (sick person), and HASHEM will
raise him up. And if he may have been committing peysha'im, he will be given selicha
(forgiveness).

16Therefore,make vidduy (confession of sin) to one another, and daven tefillos on behalf
of one another, so that you may have refuah sheleimah (complete healing). The tefillah of
a tzaddik is powerful and effective.

17Eliyahu [HaNavi]was amanof like nature to us, andwith tefillah he davened for it not
to rain, and it did not rain upon ha'aretz for shalosh shanim and shishah chodashim (three
years and sixmonths).‡

18 And again Eliyahu [HaNavi] davened, and Shomayim gave GESHEM (rain) and
ha'aretz caused its p'ri to sprout.§

19My Achim b'Moshiach, if anyone among you wanders vait (astray) from HaEmes and
someone turns a choteh (sinner) to become a ba'al teshuva,

20 You should have da'as that the one having helped a choteh (sinner) to become a ba'al
teshuva and to turn from the toyus (error) of his derech, and from setiyah HaDerech
HASHEM(turningasideordeviating fromtheWayofHASHEM), will save theneshamahofhim
frommavet and will cover amultitude of chatta'im.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Shim'on Kefa to
the Brit Chadasha Kehillah (I)

1 Shim'on Kefa a Shliach of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua to HaBechirim (the
Chosen ones),*
to the Exiled ones of the Golus, Sojourners living as aliens in the Diaspora, scattered in

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
2To HaBechirim (the Chosen ones) according to the yedi'ah mukdemet (foreknowledge)†

of Elohim Avinu, the ones set apart as Kedoshim by the Ruach Hakodesh, resulting in
mishma'at (obedience)‡ to the Moshiach and resulting in hazzayat HaDahm§(sprinkling of
the Blood) of Moshiach Yehoshua.
May Chen v'Chesed HASHEM and ShalomHASHEM abound to all of you!
3Baruch HASHEM, HaElohim Avi of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua! By

his great rachamim (mercy) we have been born anew to a tikvah chayyah (living hope)
through the Techiyas Yehoshua fromHaMesim (the dead ones).

4 We have also been born anew to a nachalah (inheritance)* that is without
shachat†(corruption, decay), undefiled andunfading, having been preserved in Shomayim
for you,

5The ones by the koach of HASHEM being guarded through Emunah (Faith) for Yeshu'at
Eloheinu (the Salvationof ourG-d), which is ready to be revealed at theKetzHayamim (End
of Days).

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer in
various masot (trials, temptations),‡

7 That the genuineness of your Emunah, much more valuable than gold which though
perishable is tested by Eish (Fire), may be found to the tehillah (praise) and the kavod
(glory) and the tiferet (splendor) at the Hisgalus (Revelation, Apocalypse) of Moshiach
Yehoshua.

8He is the one for whom you have ahavah, even though you have not seen him. Though
you do not now see him, you have emunah in him§ and rejoice with simcha inexpressible
and full of kavod,

9 Obtaining the maskana (outcome) of your Emunah, the Yeshu'at Eloheynu of your
nefashot (souls).

10 The Nevi'im, who prophesied of the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM that was to come to you,
searched and inquired about this Yeshu'at Eloheynu.

11 The Nevi'im were searching for what zman (time) or what context of occasion the
Ruach of Moshiach in them was pointing to, when predicting the Chevlei Moshiach and
HaKavod to follow.

12The hisgalus (revelation) came to the Nevi'im that the avodas hakodesh ministry they
were rendering was not to themselves, but to you, when they spoke of the things an-
nounced to you through the Mevaserim*(Messianic Darshanim, Maggidim) of the Besuras
HaGeulah by the Ruach Hakodesh sent from Shomayim, the very things even malachim
desire to look into.

13 Therefore, tighten the “readiness” gartel of your mind, a mind that is one of kibush
hayetzer (self-control). Set your tikvah completely on the Chen v'Chesed HASHEM that is
being brought to you, at the Hisgalus (Revelation, Apocalypse) of Moshiach Yehoshua.

14As BneiMishma'at†(Children of Obedience), not conforming yourselves to your former
ta'avot (lusts), when you lacked da'as (personal, saving knowledge),

15But, als (since) the Onewho bestows on you the kri'ah (calling) is KADOSHHU,‡ so also
yourselves become Kedoshim in hitnahagut (conduct),

16 Because it says in the Torah, KEDOSHIM TIH'YU KI KADOSH ANI§(You must be holy
ones for I am holy).

17 And if you call upon as “Avinu”* the One who is the impartial Shofet (Shofet kol
ha'aretz) of each man L'ISH K'MA'ASEIHU†(To each according to his deeds), then conduct
yourself with yirat Shomayim during your time in the Golus of the OlamHazeh,
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18Having da'as that the padut nafsheynu (redemption ransom of our souls)was not with
perishable things such as silver or gold when your Geulah (Redemption) was purchased
from the Derech HaHevel (empty way of life) handed down to you from your Avot.

19 No, it was the precious DAHM‡ as of a SEH TAMIM U'MUM§(lamb unblemished and
unspotted), the DAHM ofMoshiach*

20 Who, on the one hand, having been foreknown lifnei hivvased tevel (before the
foundation of the world), but, on the other hand, having been manifested† at the Ketz
Hayamim (End of Days) because of you.

21Through him‡ you have emunah in HASHEM, the One who brought forth the Techiyas
HaMoshiach fromHaMesim (thedeadones)andgavehimKavod. And soyour emunahand
your tikvah§ are in HASHEM.

22Having purified your nefashot (souls) bymishma'at*(obedience) to HaEmes, resulting
in ahavah shel achvah (brotherly love) without tzevi'ut (hypocrisy), have fervent ahavah
(agape) for one another, from a lev tahor.

23You have been given a new birth,† not from perishable zerah (seed), but zerah that is
without shachat‡(corruption), through theDvarHASHEMwho isChai v'Nitzav l'Olam (living
and remaining firm forever).

24 For, All flesh is grass and all of [mankindʼs] glory is like the flower: the grass withers,
the flower falls,

25But theWord of our G-d stands forever.§ And this is the Dvar proclaimed to you as the
Besuras HaGeulah [in Moshiach].

2
1 Therefore, having put away all rishus (malice), all remiyah (guile, fraud, deceit) and

tzevi'ut (hypocrisy) and kin'ah (envy) and all lashon hora,
2As new born olalim (infants), desire the pure cholov ruchani (spiritual milk), that by it

youmay grow into Yeshu'at Eloheynu,
3Now that you have tasted KI TOV HASHEM(that the L-rd is good).*
4Come to him,† to that “Even Chayyah” (Living Stone), CHADAL ISHIM (rejected bymen)‡

but BECHIR (Chosen),§ and precious in the sight of HASHEM.
5 You also, like avanim chayyot (living stones),* are being built up for a Bayit Ruchani

(a Spiritual Beis, House) for a kehunnat kodesh (holy priesthood) to offer up zivchei
ruach (sacrifices of the spirit) acceptable to HASHEM through Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua.

6 For it stands written in the Kitvei HaKodesh, HINENI YISSAD B'TZIYON EVEN PINNAT
YIKRAT (Behold, I place in Zion a precious corner stone),† chosen, and HAMMA'AMIN LO
YACHISH‡ (the one believing [onMoshiach] never will be dismayed, ashamed).

7Therefore, to youwho are thema'aminim§ this EVEN (Stone) is YIKRAT (precious),* but
to the Apikorosim (Unbelievers): EVENMA'ASU HABONIMHAY'TAH LEROSH PINAH† (The
Stone which the ones building rejected became the head of the corner).

8And EVENNEGEFU'L'TZURMICHSHOL (a stone for stumbling over and a rock for falling
over).‡ They stumble because they have no mishma'at (obedience)§ to the Dvar HASHEM
which is also what they were appointed for.*

9But you are an AMNIVCHAR (a chosen people ),† aMAMLECHET KOHANIM (a kingdom
of priests, royal priests),‡ a GOY KADOSH (a holy nation),§ an AM SEGULLAH (a people
of treasured possession),* for this purpose: that you may declare the wondrous deeds of
the One who gave you the kri'ah (calling) and summoned you out of choshech into his
marvelous ohr.†

10You, who oncewere LO AMI (notMy people)‡ but nowAMI ATAH (My people you are),§
theAMHASHEM(thepeopleofG-d), the oneshavingnot received rachamim, butnowhaving
received rachamim.*
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11 Chaverim, I say “Chazak!” (Be Strong) to you as aliens and exiles,† exhorting you to
abstain from fleshly ta'avot (lusts)whichmakemilchamah (war) against the neshamah.

12Let your hitnahagut (conduct) among the Goyim show feste (excellent)midas chasidus
(trait of piety) that, wherein they speak against you as anshei resha (men ofwickedness), by
observing your ma'asim tovim they may glorify HASHEM in the YOM PEKUDDAH (Day of
Visitation, Reckoning).‡

13 Submit§ to every created human memshalah (governing authority) because of
HASHEM, whether to aMelech (King) as being HaRosh,

14 Or to moshelim (governors) as being sent by HASHEM for the purpose of nakam
(vengeance) on anshei resha (men of wickedness), but for the purpose of shevach (praise,
commendation) on anshei tzedek.

15 For it is the ratzon HASHEM(the will of G-d) that you, by acting as anshei tzedek, may
silence the lack of da'as (knowledge) of the kesilim (the foolish people).

16As Avadim (Servants) of HASHEM, live as Bnei Chorin (Sons of Freedom, Freedmen); yet
do not use your cherut (freedom) as a cloak for concealing ra'ah (evil).

17 Have kavod (respect, honor) toward kol Bnei Adam; have ahavah (agape) toward
HaAchim (The Brotherhood of the Messianic Chavurah); have yirat Shomayim toward
HASHEM,* have kavod to HaMelech.

18Avadim, be submitting in kol yir'ah (all fear) to your adonim (masters), not only to the
good and eidele (gentle) adonim, but also to the hard sarei misim (task-masters).†

19For this is worthy of shevach (praise, commendation) if, because of a consciousness of
HASHEM, anyone bears up under tzoros (troubles)while suffering unjustly.

20 For what shevach (praise) is it if, after committing chatta'im (sins) and being beaten,
youendure? But if being osei tzedek (doersofwhat is right)and suffering, thenyouendure,
this is worthy of shevach before HASHEM.

21 It was for this tachlis (purpose) [of your being osei tzedek and suffering] that youwere
given your kri'ah (calling), because also Moshiach suffered on behalf of you,‡ leaving you
amofet (example), that you should follow be'ikvot Moshiach (in the steps ofMoshiach),

22Whowasbeli chet (without sin)V'LOMIRMAHBEFIV (andnodeceitwas inhismouth);§
23Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, who, being reviled, did not retaliate; suffering, he did not

utter iyumim (threats), but handed himself over, entrusting himself to the Shofet Tzedek
(Righteous Judge);*

24 Moshiach, who himself NASAH (bore, carried away)† ES PEYSHA'EINU (our trans-
gressions, our sins)‡ in geviyyato§ on HAETZ* that, having become niftarim (deceased
ones) to chattoteinu, we might become Kol Chai (all living) to Tzidkanut (Righteousness);
UVACHAVURATO NIRPA LANU (by whose wounds youwere healed).†

25 For you were KULLANU KA'TZON TA'INU (all of us like sheep we went astray),‡ for you
were as sheep being led astray, but you made teshuva now to the Ro'eh§ and Mashgiach
(Overseer)* of your nefashot (souls).

3
1 Nashim (wives), submit similarly to your own ba'alim (husbands), that even if any

anashim lack mishma'at (obedience) to the Dvar HASHEM, they may be won without the
Dvar through the hitnahagut (conduct) of their nashim,

2When they see your yirat Shomayim and yourmidas chasidus (quality of piety).
3Do not let your adornment be outward, with coiffures and with wearing gold or fine

apparel,
4 But let your adornment be nistar (hidden), adornment shebalev (inwardly) by the

imperishable* adorningof thequiet ruachanavah (humble spirit), which is beforeHASHEM
of great worth.

5For so formerly also thenashimhakedoshot (holywomen)whose tikvahwas inHASHEM
were adorning themselves, submitting themselves to their own ba'alim.

6 Just so, Sarah submitted in mishma'at (obedience) to Avraham Avinu, calling him
ADONI.† You nashim became Sarahʼs banot (daughters), if you act as nashei tzedek‡ and
you fear no intimidation.§

† 2:11 1:1,17 ‡ 2:12 Isa 10:3 § 2:13 2:18; 3:1 * 2:17 1:17; 2:17; 3:2,6,14, 16 † 2:18 Ex 1:11 ‡ 2:21 Isa

53:5-6 § 2:22 Isa 53:9 * 2:23 4:5 † 2:24 Isa 53:4,12 ‡ 2:24 Isa 53:5,8,12 § 2:24Gn 47:18; Isa 53:5 * 2:24

HATEMURAH † 2:24 Isa 53:5; Dt 21:23 ‡ 2:25 Isa 53:6 § 2:25 Ezek 34:1-16 * 2:25 Job 10:12 * 3:4 1:4
† 3:6 Gn 18:12 ‡ 3:6 2:15 § 3:6 Prov 3:25
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7 Likewise, Ba'alim (Husbands), dwell with them according to the da'as of the isha as
a k'li rach (weaker vessel), showing them kavod as also being yoreshim together* of the
mattanah (gift)of theChenv'ChesedHaChayyim, so that your tefilloswill not behindered.†

8Now, to say over, all of you be an agudah (bound together union) in your thinking, have
achdus, be sympathetic, having ahavah (agape) for the Achim b'Moshiach,‡ being tender-
heartedmen of mercy v'shiflei ruach (and lowly of spirit),

9 Not rendering ra'ah for ra'ah or lashon hora for lashon hora, but, fahkert (on the
contrary), rendering a bracha (blessing), because to this tachlis (purpose) you were given
your kri'ah (calling), that youmay inherit a bracha (blessing).

10HAISH HECHAFETZ CHAYYIM OHEV YAMIM LIROT TOV (For the one wanting to love
life and to see good days) NETZOR L'SHONECHAMERAH U'SFATECHAMIDABER MIRMAH
(Let him stop his tongue from speaking lashon hora and his lips from speaking remiyah).§

11 “Let him turn away from resha and let him do that which is good, let him seek shalom
and pursue it;”

12 EINEI ADONOI EL TZADDIKIM V'AZNAV EL SHAV'ATAM (Because the tzaddikim are
before the eyes of HASHEMandHis ears are open to their tefillos). P'NEI ADONOI B'OSEI RAH
L'HACHRITME'ARETZ ZICHRAM (But the face of the L-rd is against the ones doing evil to cut
off their memory from the earth).*

13Andwho is the one harming you if you have kana'ut (zeal) for HaTov (The Good)?
14But if indeed you should suffer tzoros because of TzidkatHASHEM, you are blessed and

happy. But do not fear their pachad (terror), neither be troubled.
15 But reverence in your levavot Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach as Adoneinu, prepared

always for a hitstaddekut (anapologetic defense) to everyone coming to youwith a she'elah
(question), ready with a word concerning the tikvah in you,

16 But with anavah (meekness) and yirat Shomayim, having a clear matzpun (con-
science),† so that, when you aremaligned by lashon hora, your abusersmay be humiliated
by yourmidas chasidus inMoshiach.

17 For im yirtzeh HASHEM(if the L-rd wills), it is better to suffer tzoros for doing mitzvot
than for doing ra'ah.

18 Because, indeed, Moshiach suffered once on behalf of chatta'im (sins), a Tzaddik
(righteous one) on behalf of the chote'im (unrighteous ones, sinners), that he might bring
you to HASHEM he, having been in the basar‡ put to death, yet, in the Ruach Hakodesh,
having beenmade alive;§

19 In which also to the ruchot (spirits) now in mishmar (prison), having gone, Moshiach
made the hachrazah (proclamation, kerygma),

20 To ones without mishma'at (obedience) back then when the savlanut (patience) of
HASHEM was waiting, in the days of Noach, while the Teva (Ark) was being prepared, in
whicha few, that is shemonehnefashot (eight souls), weredelivered through thatmabbulʼs
mikvehmayim;

21AndMoshiachʼs tevilah in the mikvehmayim, which this mabbul prefigures, now de-
livers you, not bymeans of the removal of filth from thebasar, but through thehitchaiy'vut
(pledge) of a cleanmatzpun towardHASHEM, through the Techiyas HaMoshiach Yehoshua,

22Who is at the right hand of HASHEM, having gone into Shomayim, with malachim and
rashuyot (authorities) and gevurot under his feet.

4
1 Therefore, als (since) Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach underwent bodily yissurim (suffer-

ings),* also you arm yourselves with the same way of thinking as Moshiach, because the
one having suffered in the basar (flesh) has finished with chet (sin),

2So as no longer to live the remaining time of the OlamHazeh in the basar, in the ta'avot
Bnei Adam (lusts of men), but in the ratzon HASHEM(will of G-d).

3 For you have already spent sufficient time (time already gone by) in the Olam Hazeh
participating in the ta'avot (lusts) of the Goyim, walking in darchei zimah (the ways of
licentiousness), ta'avot (lusts), shichrut (drunkenness), orgiastic drinkingmesibot (parties),
and unlawful avodas elilim (idolatry).

4The Goyim think it strange† that you are not running with them into the samemabbul
(flood) of dissipation, and so they blaspheme and commit Chillul HASHEM.

* 3:7 3:9 † 3:7 3:12; 4:7 ‡ 3:8 Ps 133:1 § 3:10 guile, fraud, deceit * 3:12 Ps 34:13-16 † 3:16 3:21 ‡ 3:18

Ps 16:9-10 § 3:18 See 1K 4:6; Isa 53:8 * 4:1 4:13 † 4:4 4:12



1 Kefa 4:5 1361 1 Kefa 5:7

5 But they will give an account to the One being ready to take his moshav (seat) as the
Shofet of HaChayyim v'HaMesim (the Living and the Dead).

6 For, indeed, this is the reason that the Besuras HaGeulah was preached to the mesim
(deadones),‡ that, though judged in the basar according tomen,§ theymight live according
to G-d in the spirit.

7TheKetz (End) of all things nowhas drawnnear. Let your thinking be one of zililut da'as
(sober-mindedness), therefore, and exercise kibush hayetzer (self-control), for the sake of
your tefillos.

8 Above all else, have fervent ahavah among yourselves, for AHAVAH KOL PEYSHA'IM
T'CHASSEH*(love covers all wrongs).

9Practice hachnosas orchim (hospitality)with one another without kevetching,
10 Each one according as he received a mattanah (gift), as k'lei kodesh ministering to

one another,mefakkechim tovim (good stewards, supervisors) of the varied Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM.

11 If anyone speaks, let it be as though itwere the oracles ofHASHEM; if anyoneministers,
let it be as by the chozek (strength)which HASHEM supplies, that in all things HASHEMmay
be glorified through Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua. Lo HaKavod V'HaOz L'Olemei
Olamim. Omein (Towhom be the glory and the power into the ages of the ages. Omein.)

12Chaverim, do not be surprised at themasah (trial) of eish (fire) among you coming for
you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you.

13 But in so far as you share in the yissurim (sufferings) of Moshiach, in the Chevlei
HaMoshiach, be glad that also in the Hisgalus (Revelation, Apocalypse) of his Kavod, you
may have simcha and sasson.

14 If you are reproached for the Shem HaMoshiach, ashrei (happy, blessed) are you,
because the Ruach of Kavod and of HASHEM† rests upon you.

15 Let not any of you suffer as a rotzeach (murderer) or a ganav (thief) or an oseh ra'ah
(an evil doer) or as one who is mitarev (meddlesome).

16But if any one of you suffers as a ma'amin b'Moshiach (believer in Moshiach), let him
not be ashamed, but let him glorify HASHEM by this Name.

17 Because the time has come to begin the Mishpat from the Beis HASHEM; and if the
Mishpat begins with us, what will be the toitzaa (outcome) of the ones without mishma'at
(obedience) to the Besuras HaGeulah of HASHEM?

18And if indeed the Tzaddik is savedwith difficulty, where will appear themanwithout
chasidus [in Moshiach], the rashah and the choteh?‡

19 Therefore, the ones undergoing sevalot (sufferings, yissurim) according to the ratzon
HASHEM, let them commit their nefashot to a trustworthy Yotzer (Creator) while they
continue to doma'asim tovim.

5
1 Therefore, I give this word of chozek to the Zekenim (Elders)* among you, I, as a

fellow Zaken (Elder) and as an Eidus (Witness) of the sevalot (sufferings) of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, and also as a partaker of the Kavod about to be unveiled:

2 Exercise the avodas hakodesh ministry of Ro'eh (Shepherd) on behalf of the Eder
HASHEM(Flock of G-d)† among you, serving as Mashgichim Ruchaniyim (Spiritual Over-
seers), not unwillingly, for the sake of dishonest gelt, but willingly, eagerly, in conformity
with HASHEM,

3Not as domineering the ones assigned by HASHEM to your oversight, but being a mofet
(example) for the tzon (flock).

4After the Sar HaRo'im (Chief of Shepherds) has been manifested,‡ you will receive the
unfading Ateret HaKavod (Crown of Glory).

5 Likewise, bochrim (young men), be submissive to the Zekenim (Elders) and clothe
yourselves in the kaftan of anavah (humility) toward one another, because IM LALETZIM
HUYALITZV'LA'ANAYIMYITENCHEN§(IndeedHASHEMscorns the scorners, but gives grace
to the humble).

6Therefore, be humbled under the mighty hand of HASHEM, that you may be exalted in
due time.

7 HASHLECH AL ADONOI Y'HAVECHA V'HU Y'CHALKELECHA*(Cast your care on
HASHEM andHewill sustain you), because HASHEM cares and is concerned about you.

‡ 4:6 i.e., those who have died in the L-rd § 4:6MJ 12:23; Yn 5:25; 1Th 4:13-18 * 4:8 Prov 10:12 † 4:14 Isa 11:2
‡ 4:18 See quoted Prov 11:31 * 5:1 See Ex 12:21 † 5:2 Jer 13:17 ‡ 5:4 1:20 § 5:5 Prov 3:34 * 5:7 Ps 55:23
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8 Be shomer in zililut da'as (sober-mindedness). Your adversary HaSatan [Samma'el],
prowls around like a roaring arye (lion), seeking whom to swallow.

9 Oppose him, firm in emunah, knowing that in the Olam Hazeh, the same Chevlei
[Moshiach] are to be laid upon HaAchim b'Moshiach.

10 Now the Elohei Kol Chen v'Chesed (the G-d of all Grace), the one having bestowed
upon you the kri'ah (calling) into His eternal kavod inMoshiach Yehoshua, after you have
suffered tzoros for a little while, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen and establish
you.

11Lo HaKavod V'HaOz L'Olemei Olamim. Omein.
12 To you, through Sila HaAch HaNe'eman (the Faithful Brother in Moshiach), as such I

regard him, I have written you briefly, a dvar chizzuk, encouraging you and giving edut
(testimony) that this is the true Chen v'Chesed HASHEM in which you stand.

13 Drishat Shalom to you from your coequal Nivcharah (Chosen One), she in Bavel.
Drishat Shalom also fromMarkos, beni.

14Greet one another with a neshikat ahavah (kiss of agape).
Drishat Shalom to all of you, the ones in Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Shim'on Kefa to
the Brit Chadasha Kehillah (II)

1 Shim'on Kefa, an eved and Shliach of RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshua:
to the ones having obtained, with us,* equally precious† emunah (faith)‡ in the Tzedek

HASHEM§ of Eloheinu andMoshieinu RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.
2 Chesed HASHEM and Shalom HASHEM to you abundantly in the da'as (personal, saving

knowledge) of HASHEM and Adoneinu Yehoshua.
3As the gevurat HASHEM(the power of G-d) has given us everything for Chayyim (life) and

chasidus through the da'as (personal, saving knowledge) of the OneWho bestows on us the
kri'ah (calling) to His own Kavod (Glory) and Tzidkanut (Righteousness),*

4SoHASHEMhas givenusprecioushavtachot gedolot†(greatpromises) that through these
promises you might become [regenerate] deveykus participants with the life of the teva
haelohi‡(divine nature), having escaped the [degenerate] Olam Hazehʼs lust engendered
corruption.

5 For this very reason, you must apply all zerizut (diligence) to supply emunah with
midah hatov (the attribute of virtue), andmidah hatov with da'as (knowledge),

6And da'as with shlitah atzmit (self-control), and shlitah atzmit with chozek (fortitude)
and chozek with chasidus (piety),

7And chassidus with ahavah shel achvah (brotherly love), and ahavah shel achvah with
ahavah (agape).

8 For if these midos are in you increasingly, they will forestall you from being batlanim
(idlers) and lo poreh (unfruitful) in the da'as (personal saving knowledge) of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua.

9 For the one with whom these middos chasidus (qualities of piety) are not present is an
ivver (blind man), being shortsighted, having forgotten the tohorah (cleansing) of his past
averos.

10Therefore, Achim b'Moshiach, be eagerly diligent tomake your kri'ah (summons) and
bechirah (election) sure, for, if you do these things, you will never fall over a michshol
(stumbling block).

11 For thus will be richly provided for you the entrance into the Malchut Olam of
Adoneinu andMoshieinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

12Therefore, it is my tachlis (purpose, final end) always to remind you concerning these
things, even though you have da'as of them and have been stabilized in HaEmes that you
have.

13 But I consider it befitting, as long as I am in this ohel, to arouse you with a tizkoret
(reminder),

14Als (since) I know that the putting off ofmymishkan is imminent, as indeed Adoneinu
RebbeMelech HaMoshiach Yehoshuamade clear to me.

15Andalso I ameager to causeyou toalwayspossess thezichron (memory)of these things
after my exodus.§

16Forwe had not followed cleverly crafted aggadot or doichek (farfetched) bubbemeises
or reid (hearsay) when we made known to you the gevurah (miraculous power) of
Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua and the Bi'as HaMoshiach of him; no, we
had been edei re'iyah (eyewitnesses) of Moshiachʼs majestic gedulah (greatness).

17 For having received from Elohim HaAv kavod va'oz, the bat kol was conveyed to
Moshiach by the Majestic Glory, ZEH BENI AHUVI ASHER BO CHAFATSTI*(This is my Son,
the beloved, with whom I amwell pleased).

18And this bat kolwe heard out of Shomayim, having been broughtwithMoshiach upon
the Har HaKodesh.

19Andwehave theDvarHaNevu'ah (WordofProphecy)mademore sure, towhichyoudo
well in giving heed as to a menorah shining in a place of choshech until HaYom† [of Olam

* 1:1 Shlichim ofMoshiach † 1:1 orthodox Jewish ‡ 1:1 the Emunah of the true Dat HaYehudit § 1:1Dan 9:24
* 1:3 See 1:5-7; 2:5,21; 3:13 † 1:4 3:4,9,13 cf. 2:19 ‡ 1:4 cf. Yn 1:13 § 1:15 T.N.Written shortly before his death
al kiddush ha-Shem for his Moshiach. See Bodmer papyrus p72 showing early attestation of this authentic last will and
testament of Kefa whomNero caused to be killed. * 1:17 Ps 2:7; Gn 22:2; Isa 42:1 † 1:19 3:18
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Habah] dawns and the Kochav‡(Star) haNogah (of Brightness, Venus) rises in your levavot
(hearts).

20Knowing this first: that every nevu'ah (prophecy) of the Kitvei Hakodesh is not of the
prophetʼs own explanation.

21For no nevu'ah was at any time brought by the ratzon HaBnei Adam (will of Man), but
men being carried along by the Ruach Hakodesh spoke fromHASHEM.

2
1But there were also nevi'ei sheker (false prophets) among Am Yisroel just as also there

will be morei sheker among you. These false teachers will secretly bring in heretical doc-
trines of koferim ba-ikkarim (deniers of fundamentals), producing machshelah (ruin), as
these heretics even becomemeshummad, denying the Ribbono Shel Olamwho redeemed
them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.

2 And many will follow them in walking in darchei zimah (the ways of licentiousness),
and because of them the Derech HaEmes will be libeled with lashon hora.

3And in their chomed (covetous) greed, they will exploit you with deceptive words. For
them the Mishpat (Judgment) of old is not drei (idle) and their churban (ruin) does not
slumber.

4 For if HASHEM did not spare malachim that sinned, but cast them into Gehinnom,
consigning them to the sharsherot (chains) of choshech to be kept for Mishpat;

5And if HASHEM, when he brought a mabbul (flood) upon the world of resha'im (evildo-
ers), did not spare the ancientworld, but preservedNoach, the eighth of the nefashot* and
amaggid of Tzidkanut (Righteousness);

6 And if HASHEM judged the cities of S'dom and Amora, reducing them to ashes by a
churban catastrophe, making them a mofet (an example) for the ones intending to be
resha'im;

7 And if HASHEM delivered Lot, a tzaddik distressed by the hitnahagut (conduct) of the
mufkarim†(lawless)walking in darchei zimah (the ways of licentiousness)

8 — For that tzaddik, living among them day after day, was tortured in his nefesh
hayesharah (honest soul) by the darchei mufkarim (the ways of lawless ones) that he saw
and heard

9— Then HASHEM knows how to rescue the chasidim from trial and how to preserve the
anshei resha (men of wickedness) for punishment for the YomHaDin,

10 Especially the ones going after the basar (flesh) in ta'avah (lust) producing tum'a
(defilement) and the ones despising kol samchut.‡ Bold and self-willed, these have no yirat
Shomayim and therefore commit Chillul HASHEM as they slander the glorious ones,

11Whereasmalachim, being greater b'oz andkoach (in strengthandpower), al kol panim
(nevertheless) do not bring against them a slanderous judgment before HASHEM.

12 But these men, like irrational beasts born b'derech hatevah (naturally) to be caught
and killed, commit Chillul HASHEM in matters where they lack da'as. In the destruction of
[the beasts], they also will be destroyed,

13Suffering harm as onesh (penalty) for harm done. They actually think there is ta'anug
(pleasure) in reveling in broad daylight. They are mumim (defects) and spots reveling in
their ta'nugot (evil pleasures) even while they sit at seudot (banquet dinners)with you.

14 Having eyes full of ni'uf (adultery), ceaselessly committing averos (sins), enticing
unstable nefashot (souls), having levavot trained in chomed (covetous) greed — banim
mekulalim (accursed children)!

15Forsaking the Derech HaYashar (StraightWay), they went astray, having followed the
Derech HaBil'am Ben-B'or, who loved the sachar haresha (reward of unrighteousness).

16 But he had tochachah (reproof) for his own peysha (transgression): a dumb chamor
(donkey), having spoken in amanʼs voice, hindered themadness of themeshuga navi.

17These men are mikva'ot without mayim and mists being driven by storms, for whom
has been reserved the gloom of choshech (darkness).

18Using high sounding words of hevel, they entice, with licentious ta'avot of the basar,
the ones barely escaped from those living in toyus (error) and delusion.

19They offer them the havtachah (promise) of cherut (freedom), but they themselves are
avadim (slaves) of shachat (corruption), for whatever defeats a man also enslaves him.

20For if, having escaped the tumot (defilements) ofOlamHazeh by da'as of Adoneinu and
Moshieinu Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, they are again entangled in these, then
their last state is worse for them than their first.

‡ 1:19Num 24:17 * 2:5 in the Teva (Ark) † 2:7 2:8,10; 3:17 ‡ 2:10Mt 28:18
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21 For better it was for them not to have da'as of the Derech HaTzidkanut (the Way of
Righteousness) than, having known it, to turn away from the mitzvah hakedosha handed
down to them.

22 The word of the true mashal (proverb) has overtaken them: KECHELEV SHAV AL
KE'O§(As a dog having returned to its own vomit), and a “chazir (swine) is washed only to
wallow in themud.”

3
1Chaverim, this now is the second iggeret I amwriting to you; in these iggrot my tachlis

is to arouse your sincere levavot by way of tizkoret (reminder):
2Remember thedivrei torahhavingbeenpreviously spokenby theNevi'imHaKedoshim

and themitzvot of* Adoneinu andMoshieinu spoken by your Shluchim.
3Knowing this first, that during the acharit hayamim there will come leitzim (mockers,

scorners)mocking, going after their own ta'avot (lusts),
4 And saying, “Where is the havtachah (promise) of the Bias HaMoshiach? From the

time Avoteinu fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of HaBri'ah
(Creation).”

5For this is hidden fromthem (but theywant it thatway): that theShomayimexisted from
long ago and ha'Aretz out of mayim and through mayim BIDVAR HASHEM NA'ASU†(By the
word of the L-rd weremade).

6Through this verymayim, the tevel (world) of that time perished in themabbul (flood).
7 But the present Shomayim v'ha'Aretz are being reserved by the same Dvar HASHEM,

being kept for Eish (Fire) for Yom HaDin and for the destruction of anshei resha (men of
wickedness).

8Chaverim, let not this one thing escape your notice, that “A thousand years in the eyes
of HASHEM is like one day”‡ and one day like a thousand years.

9ButHASHEMisnot slowconcerninghishavtachah (promise), as someconsider slowness,
but is demonstrating savlanut (patience)§ toward you, not wanting any to perish but all to
come to teshuva (repentance).

10But the Yom HASHEM will come as a ganav (thief), in which the Shomayim with great
suddenness will pass away and the elements, burning up, will be destroyed, and the Olam
Hazeh and its ma'asimwill be found ou.*

11Als (Since) all these things will thus be destroyed, what kinds of persons ought you to
be in hitnahagut (conduct) that is characterized by kedushah and chasidus,

12Awaiting and hastening the Bias HaMoshiach of the Yom HASHEM, because of which
the Shomayim will be turned into Eish (Fire) and destroyed, and the elements set ablaze
andmelted.

13 But SHOMAYIM CHADASHIM VA'ARETZ CHADASHA† according to the havtachah
(promise) of HASHEMwe await, in which Tzidkanut (Righteousness) dwells.

14 Chaverim, als you await these things, be eager to be found in shalom by him TAMIM
U'MUM‡(unblemished and unspotted).

15 And regard the savlanut (patience) of Adoneinu as Yeshu'at Eloheynu. So also our
Chaver and Ach b'Moshiach Sha'ul, according to the chochmah (wisdom) having been
given to him, wrote to you.

16 As also in all his iggrot speaking in them concerning these things, in which are
some things lomdish (intricate and complicated to understand), which those unstable and
without da'as, twist, as also the other Kitvei Hakodesh, to their own churban (destruction).

17 Chaverim, you therefore, knowing beforehand, be shomer over yourselves lest with
the toyus (error) of the mufkarim (lawless ones) having been led away, you fall from your
own stability.

18But grow in the Chen v'Chesed and Da'as of Adoneinu and Moshieinu, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Yehoshua. Lo HaKavod Gam HaYom V'Gam L'Yom HaOlam. Omein. (To him
be glory both now and to the day of eternity. Omein.)

§ 2:22 Prov 26:11 * 3:2 Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach † 3:5 Ps 33:6 ‡ 3:8 Ps 90:4 § 3:9 3:15 * 3:10Num
32:23 † 3:13 Isa 65:17 cf. Isa 66:22 ‡ 3:14 Ex 12:5; Lv 22:20; Isa 53:7,9
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Yochanan to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah (I)

Introduction
As we meditate on the words of the Shliach Yochanan, the Talmid ha'ahuv, it is clear

that he is the ed re'iyah eyewitness of theHagbah andHistalkus and TechiyasHaMoshiach
of Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach. If we read and re-read his words, the Chasidic hiskashrus
devotion Yochanan has to hisMoshiachwill be ours. On his identity as the Talmid ha'ahuv
see Yn 20:2-8; 19:25-27; 13:23-24. He is our eyes and ears at the Moshiachʼs Tish and His
finalma'amar and at every key point inHis journey. Yochanan speakswith the confidence
of an eyewitness and with just such familiarity and precision: see Yn 3:1; 6:5-7; 12:3,21;
13:36; 14:5,8,22; 18:13.

1What was Bereshis (in the Beginning) which we have examined with our ears, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we beheld and the hands of us* touched: the Dvar
HaChayyim (Word of Life)!

2 Indeed the Chayyei [Olam] was manifested, and we have seen it and we give solemn
eidus (witnessof testimony)andweproclaim to you theChayyeiOlamwhichwas alongside
with HaAv† andmade hisgalus (appearance of, exposure of in revelation) to us.‡

3What we have seen and what we have heard, we proclaim also to you, that you also
may have deveykus (attachment to G-d)with us§ and our deveykus (attachment to G-d) is
with HaAv andwith the Zun foon Der Oybershter, Moshiach Yehoshua/Yeshua.

4And these things we* write, that the simcha of us may bemade shleimah.
5 And this is the Besuras HaGeulah which we have heard from Him and which we

proclaim to you, that HASHEM is Ohr (Light), and in Him choshech there is not any at all.
6 If we make the claim that we have deveykus with Him and in the choshech walk, we

speak sheker and have no halakhah in the Derech Emes.
7 But if our halakhah is in the Ohr as He is in the Ohr, we have hitkhabrut (joining,

adhesion, fellowship) with one another and the dahm of Yehoshua, HaBen of HASHEM,†
gives us tohorah (cleansing) from kol chet.‡

8 If we make the claim that we do not have avon (sin), we cause ourselves to fall under
mirmah§(deceit, fraud) and HaEmes is not in us.*

9 If we make vidduy (confession of sin) of chattoteinu (our sins), he is ne'eman (faithful)
and tzaddik to grant selicha (forgiveness) of chattoteinu (our sins) and give us tohorah
(purification, cleansing) from kol avon.†

10 If we make the claim that we have not committed averos, a shakran (liar) we make
Him, and the dvar of Him is not in us.

2
1Myyeladim, these things Iwrite to you so that youdonot commit averos. And if anyone

does commit averos, a Melitz Yosher (Advocate) we have with HaAv, Yehoshua/Yeshua,
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach the Tzaddik.

2And he is the kapporah for chattoteinu, not for ours only, but also for the kol HaOlam
Hazeh.*

3And by this we have da'as that we have da'as of Him, if over the mitzvot of Himwe are
shomer.

4The onemaking the claim, “I have da'as ofHim” andnot being shomer overHismitzvot
is a shakran (liar) and in this one HaEmes is not.

5 But whoever over the dvar of Him is shomer, beemes in this one the ahavas HASHEM
has beenmade shleimah. By this we have da'as that in Himwe are.

6The one claiming to make his maon in Him ought with the halakhah of that One so he
should have his derech.†

7Chaverim, I do not write you amitzvah chadasha, but a mitzvah yashanah, which you
were having from the beginning: the mitzvah yashanah is the dvar which you heard.

* 1:1 Shlichim, Ac 1:21-25 † 1:2 Yn 1:1-4,14 ‡ 1:2 Shlichim § 1:3 Shlichim of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
* 1:4 Shlichim † 1:7 See Isa 4:2 ‡ 1:7 Isa 2:5 § 1:8 Isa 53:9 * 1:8 Prov 20:9; Jer 2:35 † 1:9 Dt 32:4; Ps

32:5; 51:2; Prov 28:13; Mic 7:18-20 * 2:2 Lv 5:15; Isa 53:10 † 2:6 Yn 14:1,23; Ps 1:6



1 Yochanan 2:8 1367 1 Yochanan 2:29

8Again amitzvah chadasha I write to you, which is HaEmes in Him, and in you, because
the choshech is making its histalkus (passing away) and the Ohr HaAmitti (the True Light)
already is shining.

9 The one claiming in the Ohr (Light) to be and the Ach b'Moshiach of him hating, is in
the choshech still.‡

10 The one with ahavah for the Ach b'Moshiach of him makes his maon§(dwelling,
permanent residence) in the Ohr (Light), and a cause formichshol (stumbling, falling) is not
in him.*

11But the one hating the Ach b'Moshiach of him is in the choshech andwalks his derech
in the choshech and does not have da'as where he goes, because the choshech blinded his
eyes.

12 I write to you, yeladim, because your averos have been granted selicha (forgiveness)
because of SHMO (His Name).†

13 I write to you, avot, because you have had da'as of the OneWho is Bereshis; I write to
you, yungelait (young people), because you have conquered the evil one.

14 I wrote to you, yeladim, because you have had da'as of HaAv; I wrote to you, avot,
because you have had da'as of the One Bereshis. I wrote to you, yungelait (young people),
because you are chazakim (strong ones) and the DvarHASHEMmakesHismaon in you and
you have conquered the evil one.

15 Do not have ahavah for the Olam Hazeh, neither the things in the Olam Hazeh. If
anyone has ahavah for the OlamHazeh, the Ahavas [Elohim] HaAv is not in him.

16 For all that is in the Olam Hazeh, the ta'avah (lust) of the basar and the ta'avah of the
eyes and the gaa'vah (pride) in the chashuve (prominence) ofwhat one has in this life, oneʼs
vital possessions, all this is not of HaAv but is of the OlamHazeh.‡

17And the OlamHazeh is making its histalkus (passing away) and the ta'avah (lust) of it,
but the one doing the ratzonHASHEMhas hismaon lanetzakh (permanent dwelling place to
remain for ever).

18 Yeladim, it is the sha'ah ha'achronah (the last hour, time), and as you heard that Anti-
Moshiach is coming, even now many Anti-Moshiachs§ have come, from which we have
da'as that it is the sha'ah ha'achronah.

19 They went out and departed from us, but they were not of us; for if they were of us,
they would have abided with us; but they went out that it may be niglah (be revealed) that
none of them belongs to us.*

20And you have a†mishcha (anointing) fromHaKadosh and you have da'as of all.‡
21 I did not write an iggeret kodesh to you because you do not have da'as of HaEmes,

but because you do have da'as of HaEmes and that kol sheker (every falsehood) is not of
HaEmes.

22Who is the shakran (liar)? Whobut theonemakinghakhchashah (denial)andclaiming
that Yehoshua is not the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach? This one is the Anti-Moshiach, the
onemaking hakhchashah (denial) of HaAv and HaBen.

23NoonemakinghakhchashahofHaBenhasHaAv; the onemakinghoda'ah (confession)
of HaBen has HaAv also.

24What you heard from the beginning, in you let itmake itsmaon. If in youmakesmaon
what from the beginning you heard, also you will makemaon in HaBen and in HaAv.

25And this is the havtachah (promise)which He promised us, Chayyei Olam.
26These things I wrote to you concerning the (nevi'ei sheker) deceiving you.
27 And the mishcha (anointing) which you received from Him makes its maon in you,

and you are not nitzrach (needy) that anyone should be your “moreh,” but as the same§
mishcha (anointing) teaches you concerning everything and is Emes and is not kazav (lie,
falsehood), and as He taught you, keep yourmaon in Him.*

28 And now, yeladim, remain in Him, that when He makes His hisgalus (revelation,
unveiling appearance) we may have bitachon and not have bushah (shame) before Him
at the Bi'as HaMoshiach.

29 If you have da'as that He is tzaddik, you have da'as that also everyone who is a po'el
tzedek (worker of righteousness) has been born of Him.

‡ 2:9 Lv 19:17 § 2:10 Yn 14:2,23 * 2:10 Ps 119:165 † 2:12 Ps 25:11 ‡ 2:16 Gn 3:6; Prov 27:20 § 2:18

nevi'ei sheker, 4:1 * 2:19 Yn 6:70; 13:30 † 2:20 Ruach Hakodesh ‡ 2:20 Jer 31:34 § 2:27 Ruach Hakodesh
* 2:27 Jer 31:34
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3
1 See what kind of ahavah HaAv has given to us, that yeladim of Elohim we should be

called. And so we are. Therefore, the OlamHazeh does not have da'as of us, because it did
not have da'as of Him.

2Chaverim, now yeladim of Elohimwe are, and not yet it is niglah (is revealed)what we
will be. Wehave da'as thatwhenHe is niglah, likeHimwewill be, becausewewill seeHim
as He is.*

3And everyone having this tikvah (hope) in Him keeps himself in tohorah (purification,
keeps himself pure), even as that One is tahor.†

4Everyone practicing chet also does averah, and chet is averah al HaTorah.
5And you have da'as that that One niglah (is revealed) that chata'einu (our sins)Hemight

take away,‡ and chet in Him is not.§
6 Everyone making his maon in Him does not go on sinning; everyone sinning has not

seen Him nor has had da'as of Him.
7 Yeladim, let no* deceive you; the one practicing tzedek is tzodek, even as that One is

Tzaddik.
8 The one practicing averos is of HaSatan, because from the beginning HaSatan sins.

For this tachlis was made hisgalus of the Ben HaElohim, that he might destroy the pe'ulot
HaSatan.

9Everyone having been born of HASHEM is not practicing chet, because His Zera makes
maon in him, and he cannot abide sinning, because he is born of HASHEM.†

10 By this is made hisgalus of the yeladim of HASHEM and the yeladim of HaSatan:
everyone not practicing tzedek is not of HASHEM; also the one not having ahavah for his
Ach b'Moshiach.

11 Because this is the divrei Torah which we heard from the beginning, that we have
ahavah one for another,

12Not as Kayin, who was of the evil one, and slaughtered the ach of him; and for what
cause did he slaughter him? Because the ma'asim of him were ra'im and the ma'asim of
the ach of himwerema'asei tzedek.‡

13And, Achim b'Moshiach, do not marvel if the OlamHazeh hates you.
14We have da'as that we have made our histalkus (passing) out of Mavet into Chayyim,

because we have ahavah for the Achim b'Moshiach; the one not having ahavahmakes his
ma'on in death.

15Everyone hating his Ach b'Moshiach is a rotzeach (murderer). And you have da'as that
every rotzeach does not have Chayyei Olammaking ama'on in him.

16 By this we have had da'as of ahavah, because that One on behalf of us laid down his
nefesh;§ and we ought, on behalf of the Achim b'Moshiach, to lay down our nefashot.

17Now whoever has vital possessions of the Olam Hazeh and sees the Ach b'Moshiach
of him being nitzrach (needy) and has no rachamim (mercy) on him* and refuses gemilut
Chesed, how does the ahavas HASHEMmakema'on in him?

18Yeladim, let us not have ahavah in dvar or in lashon but inma'aseh and in Emes.†
19Andby thiswewill haveda'as thatweareofHaEmes, andbeforeHimwewill persuade

our levavot,
20That if our levavot condemn us, HASHEM is greater than our levavot, and He has da'as

of all things.
21Chaverim, if our levavot donot bringus under the gezar din (verdict) of ashem (guilty),

we have bitachon before HASHEM.
22Andwhateverwerequest,we receive fromHim, becauseweare shomerofHismitzvot

and the things pleasing before Himwe practice.
23 And this is the mitzvah of Him, that we have emunah b'Shem of the Ben HaElohim,

Yehoshua, Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach, and that we have ahavah one for another, as He
gavemitzvah to us.

24And the one being shomer of His mitzvot makes his ma'on in Him and He makes His
ma'on inhim; andby thiswehaveda'as thatHeabides inus, by theRuachHakodeshwhom
He gave to us.‡

4
1 Chaverim, do not believe every ruach.* But test the ruchot (spirits), if they be of

* 3:2 Ps 17:15 † 3:3 Ps 18:26 ‡ 3:5 Isa 53:4,12 § 3:5 Isa 53:9 * 3:7 navi sheker, 1Y 4:1 † 3:9 Ps 119:3
‡ 3:12 Gn 4:8; Ps 38:20; Prov 29:10 § 3:16 Isa 53:10 * 3:17 Dt 15:7,8 † 3:18 Ezek 33:31 ‡ 3:24 Yn 14:21,23;

Ro 8:9,14,16 * 4:1 Jer 29:8
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HASHEM, becausemany nevi'ei sheker have gone out into the OlamHazeh.
2 By this we have da'as of the Ruach Hakodesh of HASHEM: every ruach which makes

hoda'ah (confession) of Yehoshua, Rebbe,MelechHaMoshiach as having come in the basar
is of HASHEM,

3Andeveryruachwhichdoesnotmakehoda'ahofYehoshua isnotofHASHEM. And this is
the ruach of theAnti-Moshiach,which youhaveheard that it is coming; andnow it already
is in the OlamHazeh.

4Yeladim, you are of HASHEM, and you have overcome them, because greater is the One
in you than the one in the OlamHazeh.†

5 They are of the Olam Hazeh; therefore, of the Olam Hazeh they speak, and the Olam
Hazeh pays heed to them.

6We are of HASHEM; the one having da'as of HASHEM pays heed to us; he who is not of
HASHEM does not pay heed to us. From this we have da'as of the Ruach‡ of Emes and the
ruach tatu'im (spirit of delusion, error).

7 Chaverim, let us have ahavah one for another, because ahavah is of HASHEM, and
everyone having ahavah has been born of HASHEM and has da'as of HASHEM.

8The one not having ahavah did not have da'as of HASHEM, because HASHEM is ahavah.
9 By this was made hisgalus of the ahavah of HASHEM among us, because HASHEM has

sent His Ben Yechid into the OlamHazeh that wemay live through Him.§
10 In this is ahavah, not that we have had ahavah for HASHEM, but that HASHEM had

ahavah for us and gave His Zun fun der Oybershter as a kapporah for chattoteinu.
11 Chaverim, if HASHEM so had ahavah for us, also we ought to have ahavah one for

another.
12No one has ever beheld HASHEM. If we have ahavah one for another, G-d makes His

ma'on in us and the Ahavas HASHEM in us has beenmade shleimah.
13By thiswehaveda'as thatwehaveourma'on inHimandHe inus, becauseof theRuach

Hakodesh of HimHe has given us.
14 And we* have beheld and we give solemn hoda'ah that HaAv has sent HaBen as

Moshi'a HaOlam (Go'el, Oisleizer).
15 Whoever makes hoda'ah (confession) that Yehoshua (Yeshua) is the Zun fun der

Oybershter, HASHEMmakes His ma'on in him and he in HASHEM.
16Andwe have had da'as and emunah in the ahavahwhich HASHEM has for us. HASHEM

is ahavah. The one making his ma'on in ahavah makes his ma'on in HASHEM and HASHEM
in him.

17 By this has the ahavah become shleimah with us, that we may have bitachon in the
YomHaDin, because as that One is, so we are also in the OlamHazeh.

18 Pachad (fear) is not in ahavah, but the ahavah hashleimah casts out pachad, because
pachad has to do with pachad of the onesh (punishment) and the one with pachad has not
been perfected in ahavah.

19We have ahavah because rishonah He had ahavah for us.
20 If anyone says I have ahavah for HASHEM and the Ach b'Moshiach he hates, he is a

shakran (liar). For the one not having ahavah for the Ach b'Moshiach of himwhomhe has
seen, how can he have ahavah for the Elohimwhom he has not seen?

21And this mitzvah we have from Him that the one having ahavah for HASHEM should
have ahavah also for the Ach b'Moshiach of him.

5
1Everyone with emunah that Yehoshua (Yeshua) is the Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach has

been born of HASHEM, and everyone having ahavah for the One having begotten has also
ahavah for the one begotten by Him.

2By this we have da'as that we have ahavah for the yeladim of HASHEM, when we have
ahavas HASHEM andwe are shomer over His mitzvot.

3 For this is the ahavas HASHEM, that we are shomer over His mitzvot, and His mitzvot
are not burdensome.*

4Because whatever† that has been born of HASHEM obtains nitzachon (victory) over the
Olam Hazeh. And this is the nitzachon (victory), the nitzachon that overcomes the Olam
Hazeh, even‡ our emunah (faith).

5 And who is the one overcoming the Olam Hazeh except the one with emunah that
Yehoshua is the Zun fun der Oybershter?

† 4:4 2Kgs 6:16 ‡ 4:6 Hakodesh § 4:9 Yn 3:16 * 4:14 Shlichim * 5:3 Dt 30:11 † 5:4 refers to every
believer ‡ 5:4what makes us a believer
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6 This One is the One having come by mayim and dahm, Yehoshua, Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach; not by the mayim only, but by the mayim and by the dahm; and the Ruach
Hakodesh is the one giving solemn eidus, because the Ruach Hakodesh is HaEmes.

7Because there are shloshah giving solemn eidus:
8 the Ruach Hakodesh and the mayim and the dahm, and the shloshah are for solemn

eidus.
9 If the solemn eidus of Bnei Adam we receive, the solemn eidus of HASHEM is greater,

because this is the eidus of HASHEM that He has testified concerning the Son of the
Oybeshter.

10 The one with emunah in the Zun fun der Oybershter has the eidus, even the eidus
(witness), in himself; the one without emunah in HASHEM has made HASHEM a shakran
(liar), because he has not had emunah in the eiduswhichHASHEMhas testified concerning
His Zun fun der Oybershter.

11And this is the eidus, that HASHEM gave Chayyei Olam to us, and this Chayyim is in His
Zun fun der Oybershter.

12TheonehavingHaBenhasHaChayyim; the onenot having theZun funderOybershter
does not have Chayyim.

13These things Iwrote to youwhohave emunahb'Shem theZun funderOybershter, that
you vada (with certainty)may have da'as that you have Chayyei Olam.§

14 And this is the bitachon which we have with Him, that if we daven and request
anything according to His ratzon (will), He hears us.

15And if we have da'as that He hears us, whatever we ask, we have da'as that we have
the requests which we asked fromHim.*

16 If anyone sees his Ach b'Moshiach sinning an averah not leading tomavet, he will ask
and HASHEM will give to him Chayyim, to the ones sinning a chet not leading to mavet.
There is an averah leading tomavet. I do not say we shouldmake request concerning that
averah.

17Kol avon is chet, and there is chet not leading to mavet.
18Wehaveda'as that everyonehavingbeenbornofHASHEMdoesnot continually sin, but

theOnehavingbeenbornofG-d (Zun funderOybershterMoshiach) is shomeroverhimand
HaSatan does not touch him.

19We have da'as that we are of HASHEM and the whole OlamHazeh lies under HaSatan.
20And we have da'as that the Zun fun der Oybershter has come and has given us binah

that wemay have da'as of the One who is the True One, The Omein, and we are in the One
who is The Omein, even in HaBen of Him,Moshiach Yehoshua. This one is the El HaAmitti
and Chayyei Olam.†

21Yeladim, keep yourselves from elilim.‡

§ 5:13 Yn 20:31 * 5:15 1Kgs 3:12 † 5:20 Jer 24:7 ‡ 5:21 Jer 5:18
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Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Yochanan to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah (II)

1 From the Zaken*(Elder). To the Gevirah HaBechirah (the Chosen Lady) and her Banim
(Sons, Children), for whom I have ahavah (agape) b'Emes, and not only I but also all those
who have Da'as HaEmes (Knowledge of the Truth),

2 Because of HaEmes that dwells inside us, and will be immanu (with us) for Yamim
HaOlam.

3 Chen v'Chesed HASHEM(unmerited Favor and Kindness), Rachamim HASHEM(Mercy),
and ShalomHASHEM(Peace)will be immanu (with us) from ElohimHaAv and from Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua, HaBen of HaAv, in Emes and Ahavah (agape).

4 I had simchagedola (much joy) that I have found someof yourBanimwith awalkwhich
is Halakhah b'Derech Emes (Conduct in the Way of Truth), just as we received a mitzvah
(commandment) to do so fromHaAv.†

5And now I beseech you, Gevirah,‡ not as amitzvah chadasha (new commandment) I am
writing you, but that which we had meyReshit (from the Beginning): that we should have
ahavah (agape) one for the other,§

6 And this is ahavah, that we should walk with a halichah according to the Mitzvot of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach; this is the mitzvah just as you have heard it meyReshit. You
must walk in it.*

7Because mat'im rabbim (manymisleaders, deceivers) have gone out into the world, the
ones not making the Ani Ma'amin hoda'ah (confession) that Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach
Yehoshua habah b'basar (has come in bodily flesh); this one is HaMat'eh (theDeceivingOne)
and the Anti-Moshiach.

8Watch out for yourselves, lest you lose what we worked for, but may receive a sachar
maleh (full reward).

9 Everyone who runs ahead and does not remain in the torah of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach does not have HASHEM; the one remaining in the torah [of Moshiach], this
one has both HaAv and HaBen.

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this torah, do not receive him into your
house,† and do not give him Drishat Shalom.

11For the one giving Drishat Shalom to himhas shuttafut (partnership)with hisma'asim
hara'im (evil deeds).

12 I havemany things to write to you; I wanted not to do so with parchment and ink, but
I have the tikvah (hope) to be with you and to speak panim el panim (directly, in person),‡
that our simcha (joy)may be shleimah (complete).

13Drishat Shalom from the Banim of your Achot HaBechirah (Chosen Sister).

* 1:1 Ex 3:16 † 1:4 1:3 ‡ 1:5 1:1 § 1:5 Yn 13:34 * 1:6 1:5 † 1:10 kehillah, shtiebel ‡ 1:12 Dt 34:10



3 Yochanan 1 1372 3 Yochanan 13

Moshiachʼs Letter through the Shliach Yochanan to the
Brit Chadasha Kehillah (III)

Introduction
It is possible that the first book of the Brit Chadasha was written by Ya'akov Ben Dovid,

possibly around 45 C.E. However, this iggeret hakodesh is written by Moshiachʼs Shliach
Yochanan to Gaius with the prayer that as Gaius prospers spiritually, he will succeed
in every aspect of his life. It appears that the Shliach Yochanan had led Gaius to faith
in the Moshiach (see verse 3-4) and Gaius in turn had shown kindness and hachnosas
orchim (hospitality) to certainofMoshiachʼs traveling emissaries,whohad reportedGaius'
generosity (verse 6) before the Kehillah where the Shliach Yochanan is now, probably
the same kehillah in Asia Minor where Yochanan did much of his other writing: his
Besurah Geulah, his other iggrot kodesh, and his Hisgalus. The purpose of the letter is to
commend an itinerant emissary ofMoshiach namedDemetrius (verse 12). When planting
a newMessianic Shul, the non-believers are not to be asked for financial support (verse 7).
Therefore, the Messianic kehillot and their Zekenim are to offer hachnosas orchim and
material help to travelling emissaries of Moshiach such as Demetrius. Also this epistle
teaches that when one knows G-d, the Truth gives an inner eidus or testimony (verse 12).
Other Scripture on this matter of assurance are found in Ro 8:15-17,38f; Ga 4:6; Pp 1:6; 2Ti
1:12; Yn 5:24; 1Y 5:13; 1Y 4:13; 5:10; 3:18-19; MJ 6:11; 10:22. As we study the Holy Bible we
find thatwe can discover there (not in emotional experience or in our circumstances) that
we are heirs of salvation and children with a heavenly calling, citizenship, and destiny.
See also 2Ti 3:14; Co 2:2; 1Th 1:5; Ro 14:5; 4:21; 1Th 2:13; Ac 2:38; 5:32; Ga 3:2; Ac 15:8; 1Y
3:24; Ep 1:13-14; 4:30. There are other Scriptures that warn against self-deception in these
matters, and givemoral and spiritual tests so that anyone can see if he or she is walking in
the light — see 1Y 2:3-5; 3:9f,14,18f; 4:7; 5:1,4,18; 1Y 3:19; 1Y 1:6; 2:4,9-11,23; 3:6-10; 4:8,20;
2Y 9; 3Y 11.

1From the Zaken*(Elder). To GaiusHaAhuv (Gaius the beloved), forwhom I have ahavah
(agape) b'Emes.

2 Chaver, it is my tefillah that all may be hatzlocha (successful) with you, and that you
may be shalem b'guf (healthy), just as your nefesh (soul) is matsli'ach (successful).

3 For I had simcha gedola (much joy) when the Achim b'Moshiach arrived [here] and
gave eidus (testimony) of you being in HaEmes (the Truth), just as your walk is halakhah
b'Derech Emes (conduct in theWay of Truth).

4 I have no greater simcha than this, to hear of my bnei b'Moshiach, that their walk is
halakhah b'Derech Emes.

5 Chaver, you do a thing of emunah (faith) when it is done for the Achim b'Moshiach,†
especially when they are people you don't know.

6 They gave eidushaft (witness of testimony) to your ahavah (agape) before the kehillah
(assembly) [here]; you will do well to send them on their way in a manner worthy of
HASHEM.

7For, on behalf of HASHEM they went forth,‡ taking nothing from the Goyim.
8 Therefore, we ought to give hachnosas orchim (hospitality) to such, in order that we

may be ozrim (helpers)with HaEmes.
9 I wrote something to the kehillah [there]; but Diotrephes, who has fallen in love with

being “Rosh of the Kehillah,” does not receive us.
10 Oib azoi (consequently), if I come, I will remember his “ma'asim” (works) which he

does, his bringing unjustified charges against us with lashon horah (evil speech). And
not being satisfied with performing these “mitzvot”, he even refuses to receive the Achim
b'Moshiach, and, those intending to do so, he hinders and expels out of the kehillah.

11Chaver, donot imitateHaRah (Evil); rather, imitateHaTov (Good). TheonedoingHaTov
is fromHASHEM. The one doing HaRah has not regarded HASHEM.

12 To Demetrius, eidus (witness of testimony, commendation) has been given by all and,
personally, by no less thanHaEmes (the Truth); we also give eidus, and you have da'as that
our eidus is emes.

13 I hadmany things to write to you, but I do not want to write to you with pen and ink.

* 1:1 Ex 3:16 † 1:5 engaged in the Shlichus (DivineMission) of Messianic Kiruv Rechokim itineration in the kehillot
‡ 1:7 in the Shlichus of Moshiachʼs Kiruv Rechokim
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14But I have the tikvah (hope) to see you imminently, andwewill speak panim el panim
(directly, in person).

15Drishat Shalom to you. Drishat Shalom from the Chaverim [here]. Drishat Shalom by
name to each of the Chaverim [there].
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Moshiachʼs Letter through Yehuda, the Brother of the
shliach Ya'akov, to the Brit Chadasha Kehillah

Introduction
Notice that this man Yehuda, a direct descendant of King Dovid as well as a brother of

oneof theShluchimandahalf-brotherofMoshiach, is inaposition toknowwhatMoshiach
Yehoshua taught about the Eish of Gehinnom, mentioned in verse 7 as Eish Olam (eternal
fire) and alluded to again in verse 22. Yehuda ismentioned inMt 13:55 andwas a leader in
the earlyKehillahwhose letterhasbeen treasured fromearliest times. Yehuda is oneof the
iggrot kodesh of the Masores HaZekenim of the Adat Bnei Yisroel of the Derech HASHEM,
the authentic Judaism whose objective body of torah all Moshiachʼs Shluchim submitted
to in Jerusalem, including the Shliach to the Nations, Rav Sha'ul.

1 From Yehuda, eved (servant) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua/ Yeshua and
brother of Ya'akov;* To HaKeru'im (the Called Ones), beloved in Elokim HaAv and HaShe-
murim (the Guarded ones) for Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

2RachamimHASHEM and ShalomHASHEM and Ahavas HASHEM to you abundantly!
3 Chaverim, although I was very eager to write to you an iggeret hakodesh concerning

the Geulah (Redemption) we share, it suddenly became necessary to write you an urgent
appeal to fight for the† Emunah (Faith, the Emunah of the true Dat HaYehudit), which was
once for all time handed over and transmitted to the Kedoshim.

4 For certain men, anshei resha (men of wickedness), written down long ago‡ for this
harsha'ah (condemnation),§ have infiltrated our ranks, men twisting the Chen v'Chesed
HaElokeinu into a license for sensual self-indulgence and denying our only Ribboneinu
and Adoneinu Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua.

5NowIwish toremindyou, thoughyouare fully informed, thatHASHEM,Whooncesaved
a people from Eretz Mitzrayim (Egypt), afterwards destroyed every Apikoros not having
Emunah (Faith).

6And you have da'as about the malachim (angels), not being content to keep their posi-
tions of Memshalah (Rule, Dominion), having deserted their own station, these malachim
HASHEM has kept under sharsherot (chains) oif eibik (forever), under choshech* for the
Mishpat HaYomHaGadol, the Judgment of the Great Day.†

7As S'dom and Amora and the cities around them, in a doime (similar)manner to these,
indulging in gilui arayot (sexual immorality) against the course of nature and turning
aside and going after alien flesh, are set forth to lie in public view as a mofet (example),
undergoing the onesh of Eish Olam‡(Eternal Fire).

8 Likewise, indeed, these [“certain men,” 1:4], these dreamers, on the one hand, pollute
the basar (flesh); on the other hand, they do not recognize HaMemshalah (rule) of glorious
heavenlybeings; instead, theyspeak lashonhorawithChillulHASHEMrailingagainst them.

9 By contrast, Mikha'el the Sar HaMalachim,§ when he took issue with HaSatan and
disputed about the geviyyat Moshe*(body of Moses), did not presume to pronounce a
slanderous judgment [against HaSatan], but said, “HASHEM rebuke you!”

10 But, on the one hand, these [men] slander whatever they do not understand; on the
other hand, what they do have binah of instinctively, like unreasoning animals, by these
things they are destroyed.

11Oyto them! Because theywalked in theDerechKayin†and to theToyusBil'am‡(Errorof
Balaam) they surrendered for revach (gain), and in themered (rebellion) of Korach against
HaMemshalah§ they were destroyed!

12 These [men] are hidden reefs [moored at] your seudas (agape-feasts), feasting with
youwithout yires-hakoved, shepherding themselves, waterless clouds being carried away
by winds, autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, torn up from their shorashim (roots),

13 Wild waves of the sea, foaming up their ma'asim hara'im (evil deeds), wandering
kokhavim (stars) for whom the shvartz gloom of choshech has been reserved oif eibik
(forever).

* 1:1 SeeMt 13:55 † 1:3 correct Orthodox Jewish ‡ 1:4 in the sfarimofHASHEM § 1:4Dan 7:10; Rv 20:12; 1K 2:8
* 1:6 See 2K 2:4 † 1:6 the Yom HaDin ‡ 1:7 Isa 66:24; Mt 25:46; Rv 20:10 § 1:9 Dan 10:13 * 1:9 Rabbeinu
† 1:11 Gn 4:3-8 ‡ 1:11 Ex 31:16 § 1:11 Ex 16:1-35
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14 But also it was about these [men] that Chanokh, in the seventh [generation] from
Adam, prophesied, saying, “Hinei, Adonoi comes with His ten thousands of malachim,

15 For the purpose of bringing all to Mishpat and for the purpose of proving guilty
every neshamah of all of its deeds done without yires-hakoved and of all the harsh things
chote'im (sinners)without yires-hakoved spoke against Him.”

16 These [men] are malcontents and fault-finders, walking according to their ta'avot
(lusts); their mouth speaks arrogant things, flattering for the tzil (purpose) of financial
advantage.

17 But you, Chaverim, keep in mind the predictions* of the Shlichim of Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua,

18Because theywere telling you that at Acharit HaYamim (the End of Days), therewill be
leitzim†(scoffers)walking according to their ta'avot (lusts)without yires-hakoved.

19 These [men] are the ones causing division, worldly men, not having the Ruach
Hakodesh.

20 But you, Chaverim, build yourselves up on what is kodesh kodeshim (most holy) of
yours, your‡ Emunah§(Faith), davening in the Ruach Hakodesh.

21 Keep yourselves in the Ahavas HASHEM, awaiting the rachamim of Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua unto Chayyei Olam.

22To thosewhoarewavering, showrachamim; others, deliver, snatching themout of the
Eish.*

23On others, have rachamimmixedwith yires-hakoved, hating even the undergarment
defiled by corrupt human nature.

24Now to theOnewho is able to stand shomer over you, tomakeyoumoineia (prevented)
from falling, and to set you unblemished in the presence of his Shekhinah, with sasson rav
(much rejoicing),

25To HaElohim HaYachid Moshieinu (to the only G-d our Savior), through Rebbe Melech
HaMoshiach Adoneinu Yehoshua, be HaKavod (Glory) and HaGedulah (Greatness) and
HaMemshalah (Rule) and HaGevurah (Might) Mei-Olam V'ad Atah V'ad Olemei Olamim
(before all time, now, and forever.) Omein.

* 1:17 2K 3:3 † 1:18 Ps 1:1 ‡ 1:20 correct, Orthodox Jewish § 1:20 1:3, the Emunah of the true Dat HaYehudit
* 1:22Olam, Isa 66:24
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Hisgalus (The Revelation)
1 The Hisgalus* of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua which HASHEM gave to him

to show to his mesharetim (servants, klei kodesh, ministers) MAH DI LEHEVE (what will
happen),† the things which are destined to take place, and speedily; Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach made it known by sending his malach (angel) to his mesharet (servant, keli
kodesh, minister), Yochanan.‡

2Yochanan gave solemn eidus (testimony) to the DvarHASHEM and to the eidus of Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach, even to all that Yochanan saw.

3Ashrey (Blessed, Happy) is the one reading and the ones hearing the divrei hanevu'ah
(words of [this] prophecy) and remaining shomer regardingwhat iswritten in it, for karov
(near) is HaYom.§

4 Yochanan to the sheva (seven) hakehillot (congregations) in Asia: Chen v'Chesed
HASHEM to you and Shalom from theOnewho is,* whowas, andwho is to come,† and from
the shevat haruchot‡which are before HASHEMʼs Kes (Throne).§

5And fromRebbe,MelechHaMoshiach, the edhane'eman (faithfulwitness), theBECHOR
(Firstborn) of theMesim and the Nagid, ELYON L'MALKHEI ARETZ (Leader,Most exalted of
Kings of the earth).* To the One who has ahavah for us and has freed us† [from the Golus
of] peyshaeinu (our rebellions)‡ by§ the dahm of him,*

6 And made us a Malchut (Kingdom), a Mamlekhet kohanim (a Kingdom of priests),†
kohanimdoing avodas kodesh sherut to his ElohimHaAv, lo hakavod v'hagevurah l'olmey
olamim. Omein (to him be glory and powerful dominion forever and ever. Omein).‡

7Hinei, Huhabah (Hecomes)withHA'ANANIM (glory clouds)andkol ayin (every eye)will
see him, even the oneswhoPIERCEDHIM, and all themishpachot (families) of ha'aretzwill
MOURN for Him. Ken, even so. Omein.§

8Ani Hu the Aleph and the Tav, says HASHEM Adonoi, the One who is and the One who
was and the One coming, Adonoi Tzivos (L-rd of armies).*

9 I, Yochanan, your Ach b'Moshiach and your fellow partaker taking the chelek (inher-
itance) in the tzarah†(trouble), the Chevlai Moshiach (birthpangs of Moshiach), and the
Malchut (Kingdom) and the savlanut (patient endurance) inMoshiach— I was on the island
called Patmos because of the Dvar HASHEM and the eidus (witness) of‡ Yehoshua.§

10 I was in the Ruach Hakodesh on Yom HaAdon, and I heard behind me a kol gadol (a
loud voice), like the blast of a shofar,*

11 Saying, Ani Hu the Aleph and the Tav, HaRishon (The first) and HaAcharon (The
last): and, What you see [in the chazon], write in a sefer and send it to the sheva (seven)
HaKehillot, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamumand to Thyatira and to Sardis and
to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.†

12 Then I turned to see the kol which was speaking with me, and, having turned, I saw
shevamenorot zahav (seven goldenmenorahs).‡

13And in the midst of the menorot stood One like the Bar Enosh,§ having been clothed
in a Beketch (long coat) reaching to the feet and having beenwrapped around at the chest
with a golden gartel.*

14 And the rosh of him and the hair were lavan (white), like wool, like snow, and the
eynayim (eyes) of himwere like a flame of eish (fire),†

* 1:1Revelation, Appearance, Exposureofwhat isNistar (Hidden), Sod (Secret), Raz (Mystery) † 1:1Dan2:28f ‡ 1:1

Am3:7 § 1:3 the timeof crisis and the events related to theBiasHaMoshiach * 1:4Ex3:14 † 1:4 Isa 41:4 ‡ 1:4

See Rv 5:6 possibly the Ruach Hakodesh; see Isa 11:2; Zech 3:9; 4:10, the Seven-Fold Spirit of G-d § 1:4 merkavah

chariot throne in Shomayim, Ezek 1:4-28 * 1:5 Bechor…Elyon l'Malkhei Aretz Ps 89:28 † 1:5 Isa 59:2; 53:3
‡ 1:5 Isa 53:5 § 1:5Geulah redemption through the kofer pedut ransomkorban kapporah of his nefesh (Isa 53:10) in

the kapporah atonement of the dahm of him * 1:5 Ps 130:8; Isa 40:2; Ps 89:38; Jer 42:5; Isa 55:4; Gn 22:8; Ex 12:13; Isa

53:7; Lv 17:11 † 1:6 Ex 19:6 ‡ 1:6 Ex 19:6; 23:22; Isa 61:6 § 1:7 Dan 7:13; Zech 12:10f; Gn 12:3; 28:14 * 1:8

Ex 3:14; Isa 41:4; Am 3:13; 4:13 TARGUMHA-SHIVIM † 1:9Mt 24:15f ‡ 1:9 Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach § 1:9

Ex 20:18; Dan 8:1 * 1:10 Ezek 3:12; Ex 19:16 † 1:11 Isa 30:8 ‡ 1:12 Zech 4:2; Ex 25:31-40 § 1:13Dan 7:13-14;

Ezek 1:26 * 1:13 Dan 7:13; Ezek 1:26; 9:2,11 TARGUMHA-SHIVIM; Dan 10:5,16; Isa 6:1 † 1:14 Dan 7:9
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15And the feet of himwere like burnished bronze as if in a furnace having beenmade to
glow, and the kol (voice) of him as the sound of mayim rabbim (manywaters).‡

16And he had in the yamin (right hand) of him shevat hakokhavim (seven stars) and out
of themouth of him a sharp two-edged cherev (sword) going forth and the face of himwas
like the shemesh (sun) shining in its power.§

17Andwhen I saw him,* I fell at the feet of him as though dead, and he placed the yamin
(right hand) of himuponme saying, Do not fear; I amHaRishon (The First) andHaAcharon
(The Last)†

18And HaChai (The Living One), and I became Niftar, I had my histalkus (passing), and,
hinei, Chai Ani l'Olam va'ed (I am alive forevermore) and I have the maftekhot haMavet
(keys of Death) and themaftekhot haShe'ol (keys of the abode of the Dead).‡

19Therefore, write down the Chazon§(Revelation, Prophecy, Vision, Hisgalus), that is, the
things you saw and the things which are and the things which are about to happen after
these things.*

20 The raz (mystery, sod) of the shevat hakokhavim (seven stars) which you saw in the
yamin (right hand) of me and the sheva golden menorot: the shevat hakokhavim are the
malachim (angels) of the Kehillot (Congregations) and the sheva menorot are the sheva
Kehillot.

2
1 To the malach (angel) of the Kehillah (Congregation) in Ephesus, write: These things

says the One holding shivat hakokhavim (seven stars) in the yamin (right hand) of him, the
One walking in themidst of the shevamenorot hazahav (seven goldenmenorahs):

2 I have da'as of your ma'asim (deeds) and your amal (toil) and the savlanut (patient
endurance) of you [plural] and that you cannot bear anshei resha (evil men), and have
tested the ones making the claim that they are “Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiachʼs shlichim”
and are not, and found them kozvim (liars).

3 And you have savlanut (patient endurance), and you have persevered because of ha-
Shem of me and have not becomeweary.

4But I have this against you, that you abandoned your Ahavah HaRishonah.*
5Therefore, let there be zikaron (remembrance)of fromwhere youhave fallen andmake

teshuva (repentance, turning from sin to G-d) and do theMa'asimHaRishonim; but, if not, I
amcoming to you [plural] and Iwill remove yourmenorah from its place, unless youmake
teshuva.

6 But this you have, that you loathe the ma'asim ra'im (evil deeds) of the Nicolaitans,
which also I loathe.†

7Theonehavinganear let himhearwhat theRuachHakodesh says to theKehillot; To the
onewhowins the nitzachon (victory) I will give to him to eat of the Etz HaChayyim (Tree of
Life), which is in the Gan-Eden of HASHEM.‡

8And to themalach (angel) of the Kehillah in Smyrna, write: These things saysHaRishon
and HaAcharon, who became niftar (deceased) and had his histalkus (passing), and came
back to Chayyim (Life):§

9 I have da'as of your tzarah [Mt 24:15f] and oni (poverty) — but you are oisher (rich) —
and the loshonhora of the onesmaking the claimanddeclaring themselves to be Bnei Brit,
and are not,* but are a Shul† of the Adversary.

10Have no pachad (terror) at all of the things you are about to suffer. Hinei, HaSatan is
about to cast someof you into beit hasohar that youmaybe tested andyouwill have tzarah
aseret yamim (ten days). Be ne'eman ad haMavet (faithful unto death), and I will give you
the ateret HaChayyim (the diadem of Life).‡

11 The one having [spiritual] ears, let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the
Kehillot. The one who wins the nitzachon (victory) never will be hurt by the Mavet
HaSheyni (the Second Death).

12And to the malach (angel) of the Kehillah at Pergamum, write: These things says the
one having the sharp two-edged cherev:§

‡ 1:15Dan10:6; Ezek1:7,24; 43:2; Isa 1:20; 49:2; Judg5:31 § 1:16 Isa 1:20; 49:2; Judg5:31 * 1:17Moshiach † 1:17
Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12; Ezek 1:28; Dan 8:17,18 ‡ 1:18 Isa 41:4; 44:2,6; 48:12; Ezek 1:28; Dan 4:34; 12:7; 8:17-18; Dt 32:40;

Job 38:17 § 1:19Hab 2:2 * 1:19 Isa 48:6 TARGUMHA-SHIVIM; Dan 2:28,29,45 * 2:4 Jer 2:2 † 2:6 Ps 139:21
‡ 2:7 Gn 2:9; 3:22,24; also Gn 2:8; Ezek 28:1; 31:8,9 TARGUM HA-SHIVIM § 2:8 Isa 44:6; 48:12 * 2:9 of the Brit

Chadasha † 2:9 deluded by ‡ 2:10 Dan 1:12,14 § 2:12 Isa 49:2
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13 I have da'as of where you make your ma'on (residence), where the kes (throne) of
HaSatan is, and you hold fast to ha-Shem of me and did not make hakhchashah (denial)
of my* emunah (faith), even in the days of Antipas my ed hane'eman (my faithful witness)
who died al-kiddush ha-Shem, killed among you as a martyr where HaSatan makes his
ma'on (residence).

14But I have a few things against you, because you have there ones holding to “the torah
ofBil'am,”whowas teachingBalak toput amichshol (stumblingblock)beforeBneiYisroel.†

15 So also you have ones eating okhel (food) sacrificed to elilim (idols) and who commit
zenut (fornication). You also have ones holding the “torah of the Nicolaitans.”

16 Likewise, therefore, make teshuva (repentance, turning from sin to G-d)! But if not, I
am coming to you quickly and will war against them by the cherev of mymouth.‡

17The one having an ear let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the Kehillot. To
the one who wins the nitzachon (victory), I will give him some of the Manna having been
nistar (hidden), and I will give him an even levanah (a white stone) and upon it a Shem
Chadash (NewName), of which no one has da'as, except the one receiving it.§

18And to themalach of the Kehillah in Thyatira, write: These things says the Zun fun der
Oybershter, the One having his eynayim (eyes) like a flame of eish (fire),* and the feet of
him like burnished bronze:†

19 I have da'as of your ma'asim (deeds) and the ahavah and the emunah and the tzedek‡
and the savlanut (patient endurance)of you, and that yourma'asimha'acharonimaremore
than harishonim of you.

20 But I have this against you, that you are being permissive toward that isha Izevel
(Jezebel), the one calling herself a nevi'ah (prophetess) who teaches and deceives my
avadim to commit zenut and to eat okhel (food) sacrificed to elilim (idols).§

21 And I gave her time that she might make teshuva and she does not wish to make
teshuva of her zenut.*

22 Hinei, I am throwing her into a bed of suffering, and the ones committing ni'uf
(adultery)with her into Tzarah Gedolah†(Great Tribulation), unless they make teshuva of
her ma'asim (deeds).

23And her yeladim (children),‡ I will kill with Mavet, and all the kehillot will have da'as
that I am the One searching theirmusar klayot valev (pangs of conscience and heart), and I
will give to you, each one, according to what you have done.§

24 But I say to you, the rest, to the ones in Thyatira, as many as have not this “torah”
(teaching), who did not have da'as of, as they say, “the tiefe (deep, profound) things of
HaSatan,” I am putting on you no other burden.

25Al kol panim (nevertheless), what you have, hold fast until I come.
26And the one who wins the nitzachon and the one until HaKets keeping shomer over

ma'asei mitzvot of Me, himwill I give samchut (authority) over the Goyim,
27 To rule them with a SHEVET BARZEL (scepter of iron)* KIKH'LI YOTZER TENAPTZEM

(as the vessel of pottery are broken),†
28 Even as I also have received from HaAv of me and I will give him the Kokhav‡(Star)

haNogah (of Brightness, Venus, theMorning Star).
29The one having an ear let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the Kehillot.

3
1 And to the malach (angel) of the Kehillah in Sardis, write: These things says the One

having the sheva ruchot of HASHEM and the shevat hakokhavim (seven stars):
I have da'as of yourma'asim, that nominally you are Chai (Alive)but you are [spiritually]

niftar (deceased).
2 Be shomer and regarding the things remaining and the things on the point of mavet,

be chazakim (strong ones). For, I have not found your ma'asim having been shleimim
(complete) before Elohai.

3 Therefore, let there be zikaron (remembrance) of what has been handed over to you
and what you heard, and be shomer andmake teshuva. Therefore, if you are not shomer,

* 2:13Moshiachʼs † 2:14Num31:16; 25:1-2 ‡ 2:16 Isa 49:2 § 2:17 Ps 78:24; Isa 62:2; 65:15; 56:5 * 2:18Dan

7:9 † 2:18 Dan 10:6 ‡ 2:19 Dan 9:25 § 2:20 1Kgs 16:31; 21:25; 2Kgs 9:7-22; Num 25:1-2 * 2:21 1Kgs 16:3;

2Kgs 9:22; Num 25:1-2 † 2:22Mt 24:21 ‡ 2:23 i.e., those who become like her in her doctrine § 2:23 Ps 7:9;

62:12; 139:1; Prov 21:2; 24:12; Jer 11:20; 17:10; 1Sm 16:7; 1Kgs 8:39 * 2:27 Ps 2:9 † 2:27 Ps 2:8,9; Isa 30:14; Jer 19:11
‡ 2:28Num 24:17
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I will come as a ganav, and never would you have da'as at what sha'ah (hour, time) I will
come upon you.

4But you have a few shemot (names) in Sardis which did not soil their kaftans. It is they
that will have their halakhah with me in lavan (white), wearing a kittel, because they are
walking worthily.

5 The one who wins the nitzachon (victory), in similar manner, will be clothed in lavan
(white), and never will I erase him, the [ba'al] shem [tov], from the Sefer Chayyim. And I
will make hoda'ah (acknowledgement) of the shem of him before Elohim Avi and before
themalachim (angels) of Him.

6The one having an ear let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the Kehillot.
7And to the malach of the Kehillah in Philadelphia, write: These things says HaKadosh,

HaNe'eman, the One having themafte'ach (key) of Dovid, the One opening and no onewill
shut, the one shutting and no one opens:*

8 I have da'as of your ma'asim. Hinei, I have placed in front of you a delet (door), having
been opened, which no one is able to shut: because you have a little ko'ach (power) and
have been shomer over my dvar (word),

9And did not make hakhchashah (denial) of ha-Shem of me. Hinei, I may make some of
the Shul†of theAdversary, theonesdeclaring themselves tobeBneiBrit, andarenot [of the
Brit Chadasha] but speak sheker; hinei, I will make them come and prostrate themselves
before your feet and then they will have da'as that I have ahavah for you.‡

10 Because you were shomer over my dvar of savlanut (patient endurance), I will also
be shomer over you, guarding you from the sha'at hanisayon (hour of trial) about to come
upon theOlamHazeh, to try all the ones of the inhabitedworld, all the ones dwelling upon
the earth.

11 I amcomingquickly; hold fast towhat youhave, thatnoone takesyouratarah (diadem,
crown).

12 The one who wins the nitzachon (victory) I will make an ammud (pillar) in the Beis
Hamikdash of Elohai and never may he go out of it§ and I will write upon him ha-Shem
of Elohai and ha-Shem of the Ir Hakodesh of Elohai — the Yerushalayim HaChadasha
descending downout of Shomayim fromElohai— andha-ShemHeChadash ofme (myNew
Name).*

13The one having an ear, let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the Kehillot.
14And to themalach of the Kehillah in Laodicea, write: These things says the Omein, the

EdHaNe'eman (the FaithfulWitness)who is also HaEmes, the Reshit of the Bri'at HASHEM,†
15 I have da'as of your ma'asim, that you are neither kar (cold) nor kham (hot). Would

that you were kar or kham!
16But because you are posher (lukewarm) and neither khamnor kar, I am about to spew

you out of mymouth.
17 Because you say, I am ashir (rich) and have become wealthy and in nothing am I

nitzrach (needy), and you do not have da'as that you are the one wretched and pitiful and
poor and blind and naked,‡

18 I counsel you to buy from me zahav (gold) having been purified by eish (fire) — that
you may be oisher (rich) — and a kittel, that you may be clothed in lavan (white), and that
the bushah (shame) of your nakedness not bemade nikar (evident), and eye salve to rub on
the eynayim (eyes) of you that youmay see.

19 Those for whom I have ahavah I reprove and discipline. Be kham (hot), therefore, in
kanous (zeal) for HASHEM andmake teshuva.§

20Hinei, I have stood at the delet (door) DOFEK*(knocking); if anyone hears my kol and
opens the delet, indeed Iwill come in to him andwe, the two of us, will dine together at the
BEIT HAYAYIN.†

21 The one who wins the nitzachon (victory), I will give to him to sit with me on the Kes
(Throne) of me, as I also won the nitzachon and sat with Elohim Avi on the Kes (throne) of
him.

22The one having an ear let him hear what the Ruach Hakodesh says to the Kehillot.

* 3:7 Isa 22:22 † 3:9 deluded by ‡ 3:9 Isa 49:23; 43:4 § 3:12 Ps 23:6 * 3:12 Ezek 48:35 † 3:14 i.e.,

HASHEMʼs eternal Chochmah, Prov 8:22; Ps 33:6; Prov 30:4 ‡ 3:17Hos 12:8 § 3:19Dt 8:5; Prov 3:12 * 3:20 Song
5:2 † 3:20 “Banquet Hall,” Song 2:4
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4
1After these things I looked, and, hinei, a delet (door) having been opened in Shomayim,

the kol harishon (the first voice),* the voice like a shofar that I heard speaking to me, said,
Come up here! And I will show youMAHDI LEHEVE†(whatwill happen) after these things.

2 At once I was in the Ruach Hakodesh, and, hinei, there in Shomayim stood a Kes
(Throne), and upon the Kes DEMUT KEMAREH ADAM‡(a figure in appearance like aMan),§

3 And the One sitting there was KEMAREH (in appearance) like jasper stone and car-
nelian, and a keshet beanan (rainbow)* was around the Kes (Throne) that looks like an
emerald.†

4And around the Kes (Throne) were esrim v'arba'ah kisot (twenty-four thrones) and on
the kisot were sitting esrim v'arba'ah Zekenim‡(twenty-four Elders), each clothed in lavan
(white), each wearing a kittel, and on the roshim (heads) of them, golden atarot (crowns).

5And out of the Kes (Throne) comes forth lightning and sounds and thunders and there
were sheva lapidei eish (torches of fire) burning before the Kes (Throne), which are the
sheva ruchot§(spirits) of HASHEM.*

6And before the Kes (Throne) there was something like a sea of glass, like crystal.
And on each side and around the Kes (Throne) there were Arbah Chayyot (four living

beings), being full of eynayim in front and in back.†
7Andharishonah (the first) ofHaChayyot (the living beings)‡was like an aryeh (lion), and

hasheniyah (the second) of HaChayyot (the living beings) like an egel (calf), and hashlishit
(the third) of HaChayyot had the face of a ben Adam (human being), and hareve'it (fourth)
of HaChayyot was like a flying nesher (eagle).

8And the Arba HaChayyot (four living beings), each one of them had six wings and they
were full of eynayim (eyes)without andwithin. And yomam valailah (day and night), they
donot cease to rest but continue singing, KADOSH, KADOSH, KADOSH, ADONOI TZVA'OT, theOne
whowas and is and is to come.§

9 And whenever the Chayyot will give kavod (glory) and hod (splendor) and hadar
(majesty) and shevakh (praise) to the One sitting on the Kes (Throne), to Him that Hu Chai
ad olemei olamim (that lives forever and ever),*

10 Then the esrim v'arba'ah Zekenim fall prostrate before the One sitting on the Kes
(Throne) and worship the One that Hu Chai ad olemei olamim (lives forever and ever) and
cast down their atarot (crowns) before the Kes (Throne), saying,†

11Worthy art Thou, Adoneinu andEloheinu, to receive hod (honor) andhadar (splendor)
and oz (power), because it was your “BARAH” that created all things, and because they
existed and came to be by your ratzon (will).‡

5
1And I saw on the yamin (right hand) of the One sitting on the Kes (Throne) a sefer (book)

having been written inside and on the back, having been sealed with sheva chotamot
(seven seals).*

2And I sawastrongmalach (angel), proclaiming inakol gadol (loudvoice),Who isworthy
to open the sefer (book) and break its chotamot (seals)?

3And no one in Shomayim or on ha'aretz or under ha'aretz was being able to open the
sefer (book) or to look into it.

4And Iwasweeping copiously becausenoonewas foundworthy to open the sefer (book)
or to look into it.

5And one of the Zekenim says to me, Do not weep, hinei, HaAryeh (The Lion) from the
Shevet Yehudah (Tribe of Judah), the Shoresh Dovid (Root of Dovid), has won the nitzachon
(victory) and he is able to open the sefer (book) and its sheva chotamot (seven seals).†

6 And I saw between the Kes (Throne) and the Arbah Chayyot (four living beings) and
among the Zekenim‡(Elders) a SEH (Lamb),§ having stood as having been slain, having
sheva karnayim (horns),* sheva eynayim (eyes),† which are the sheva ruchot (spirits) of
HASHEM having been sent into kol ha'aretz (all the earth).

* 4:1 1:10 † 4:1Dan 2:28f ‡ 4:2 Ezek 1:26-28 § 4:2 1Kgs 22:19; Isa 6:1; Dan 7:9 * 4:3Gn 9:16 † 4:3 Ezek
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7And the SEH (Lamb)‡ came and has taken the sefer out of the yamin (right hand) of the
One sitting on the Kes (Throne).

8And when the SEH§ received the sefer, the Arbah Chayyot (four living beings) and the
esrim v'arba'ah Zekenim*(twenty-four Elders) fell down before the SEH†(Lamb), each one
having a nevel (harp) and golden ke'arot (bowls) full of ketoret (incense), which are the
tefillos (prayers) of the Kedoshim.‡

9 And they are singing a SHIR CHADASH§ saying, Worthy art thou to take the sefer
(book) and to open the chotamot (seals) of it, because you were slain and with your dahm
[kapporah] youpaid theprice for theGeulah* redemptionandpurchasedones forHASHEM
from everymishpochah (family) and lashon (tongue) and am (people) and goy (nation),†

10Andmade them for Eloheinu aMalchut and kohanim, and they will reign on ha'aretz
(the earth).

11 And I saw and I heard the kol (voice) of many malachim (angels); they numbered
myriads of myriads and v'alfei alafim (thousands of thousands), around the Kes (Throne)
and the Chayyot (the living beings) and the Zekenim‡(Elders),§

12 Saying with a kol gadol, Worthy is the SEH (Lamb),* having been slain, to receive the
oz (power) and the osher (wealth) and the chochmah (wisdom) and the gevurah (strength)
and hod (honor) and kavod (glory) and bracha (blessing).

13 And every beriyah (creature) which is in Shomayim and on ha'aretz (the earth) and
under ha'aretz and on the yam (sea) and all things in them, I heard saying, To the One
sitting on the Kes (Throne) and to the SEH (Lamb),† be the bracha (blessing) and the hod
(honor) and the hadar (glory) and the memshalah (dominion) ad Olemei Olamim (forever
and ever).‡

14And the Arbah Chayyot were saying, Omein. And the Zekenim§(Elders) fell down and
worshiped.

6
1And I sawwhen the SEH (Lamb),* openedoneof the sheva chotamot (seven seals). And I

heardoneof theArbahChayyot (four livingbeings) saying, aswith a voice of thunder, Come
and see!

2 And I saw, and, Hinei, a sus lavan (white horse), and the one sitting on it having a
keshet†(bow), and was given to him an atarah, (diadem) and he went forth conquering,
intent on conquest.

3 And when he opened the chotam hasheyni (second seal), I heard hasheniyah of
HaChayyot (the second of the living beings) saying, Come and see!

4 And another sus (horse) went forth, a flame-red one, and to the one sitting on it was
givenhim to take shalom fromha'aretz (the earth)withmen slaughtering one another, and
was given to him a cherev gedolah (great sword).‡

5Andwhen he opened the chotamhashlishi (third seal), I heard hashlishit of HaChayyot
(the third of the living beings), saying, Come and see! And I saw and hinei, a sus shakhor
(black horse), and the one sitting on it having a pair of scales in his yad (hand).§

6AndIheard, as itwere, akol (voice) in themidstof theArbahChayyot (four livingbeings),
saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius and shloshah quarts of barley for a denarius, but
the shemen (oil) and the yayin (wine) youmay not harm.”*

7 And when he opened the chotam harevi'i (the fourth seal), I heard the kol (voice) of
hareve'it (the fourth) of HaChayyot (the living beings) saying, Come and see!

8And I saw, and, hinei, a sus yerakrak (a greenish pale horse), and the one sitting upon it,
that riderʼs name was Mavet, and She'ol was following with him. And there was given to
them samchut (authority) over a quarter of ha'aretz (the earth), to kill with cherev (sword)
andwith ra'av (famine) andwithmavet (death) and by the chayyot (beasts) of ha'aretz (the
earth).†

9 And when he opened the chotam hachamishi (fifth seal), I saw underneath the
Mizbe'ach (altar) the nefashot (souls) of the ones having died al kiddush ha-Shem, having

‡ 5:7 Isa 53:7 § 5:8 Isa 53:7 * 5:8 Ex 12:21 † 5:8 Isa 53:7 ‡ 5:8 Ps 141:2; 16:3 § 5:9 Ps 96:1 * 5:9 Lv
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beenslainasmartyrsbecauseof thedvarHASHEM(wordofG-d)andbecauseof their solemn
eidus (testimony)which they had given.‡

10And they cried out, saying, Rabbono shel Olam, HaKadosh and HaNe'eman, ad mosai
(how much longer) is it to be until you judge and avenge dahmeinu (our blood) on the
inhabitants of ha'aretz (the earth)?§

11And they were each given a kittel (white robe) and it was told them that they will rest
yet a little while, until the mispar (number) should be complete of their fellow avadim
(servants) and their Achim b'Moshiach, the ones about to die al kiddush ha-Shem, being
about to be killed as martyrs as they were.

12 And I saw when he opened the chotam hashishi (sixth seal), a great earthquake
occurred and the shemesh (sun) became shakhor (black) as sackcloth made of hair and
the whole levanah (moon) became like dahm.*

13And the kokhavim (stars) of Shomayim fell to ha'aretz (the earth), as an etz te'enah (fig
tree) casts off its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.†

14 And Shomayim split apart as a megillah scroll being rolled up; and every mountain
and island weremoved out of their places.‡

15And the melachim (kings) of ha'aretz (the earth) and the gedolim (great ones) and the
military leadersand theoishirim (richmen)and the strongmenandall avadim (slaves)and
Bnei Chorin (freedmen) hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of themountains.§

16And they say to themountains and to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of
the One sitting on the Kes (Throne) and from the za'am*(wrath, anger) of the SEH†(Lamb),‡

17Because the YomHaGadol, the YomHaZa'am, the Great Day of TheirWrath has come,
and who is able to stand?§

7
1After this I sawarba'ahmalachim (angels) taking their standon thearbahpinotha'aretz

(the four corners of the earth), holding the four winds of ha'aretz (the earth) so that wind
should not blow on ha'aretz (the earth) nor on the yam (sea) nor on any etz (tree).*

2 And I saw another malach (angel) coming up from the rising of the shemesh (sun),
having a chotam (seal) of the Elohim Chayyim (Living G-d), and he cried with a kol gadol
(loud voice) to the fourmalachim (angels). Thesewere themalachim towhom it was given
to harm ha'aretz (the earth) and hayam (the sea),

3 Saying, Do not harm ha'aretz (the earth) nor hayam (the sea) nor haetzim (the trees),
until we havemarkedwith the chotam (seal) the avadim (servants) of Eloheinu upon their
metsakhim (foreheads).†

4And I heard themispar (number) of the ones having been sealed, 144,000, having been
markedwith thechotam (seal) fromkol shivteiBneiYisroel (every tribeof theSonsof Israel),

5Of the shevet of Yehudah, 12,000 having been sealed;
of the shevet of Reuven, 12,000,
of the shevet of Gad, 12,000,
6Of the shevet of Asher, 12,000,
of the shevet of Naphtali, 12,000,
of the shevet of Menasheh, 12,000,
7Of the shevet of Shim'on, 12,000,
of the shevet of Levi, 12,000,
of the shevet of Yissa'khar, 12,000,
8Of the shevet of Zevulun, 12,000,
of the shevet of Yosef, 12,000,
of the shevet of Binyamin, 12,000.

9After these things I looked, and, hinei, a great multitude, which to number no one was
being able, out of every nation and from shevatim (tribes) and haumim (the peoples) and
lashonot (tongues), standing before the Kes (Throne) and before the SEH (Lamb),‡ each
clothed with a kittel and lulavim in their hands.
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10And they cried with a kol gadol (loud voice), saying, Yeshu'at Eloheinu is of HASHEM,
our G-d, the One sitting on the Kes (Throne), and of the SEH§(Lamb).

11 And all the malachim stood around the Kes (Throne) and the Zekenim*(Elders) and
the Arbah Chayyot and they fell before the Kes (Throne) on their faces and theyworshiped
HASHEM, saying,†

12Omein, thebracha (blessing)and thekavod (glory)and thechochmah (wisdom)and the
hodayah (thanksgiving) and the hod (honor) and the oz (power) and the gevurah (strength)
be to HASHEM Eloheinu l'Olelamei Olamim. Omein.

13And one of the Zekenim‡(Elders) answered, saying to me, These ones, each wearing a
kittel, who are they and fromwhere did they come?

14 And I said to him, Adoni, you have da'as. And he said to me, These are the ones
comingoutofHaTzarahHaGedolah§(TheGreatTribulation)andeachwashedhiskittel and
whitened it in the dahm of the SEH*(Lamb).

15Therefore, they are before theKes (Throne) ofHASHEMand serveHimyomamvalailah
in His Beis Hamikdash, and the One sitting on the Kes (Throne) will pitch the tent of His
Mishkan over them.†

16 They will hunger no more nor thirst nor shall the shemesh (sun) strike them nor any
scorching heat,‡

17 Because the SEH, (Lamb),§ at the center of the Kes (Throne), will shepherd them and
will lead them to the Makor Mayim Chayyim (Fountain, source of Living Waters),* and
HASHEMwill wipe away every tear from their eynayim.†

8
1 And when the SEH, (Lamb),* opened the chotam hashevi'i (seventh seal), there was

silence in Shomayim about half an hour.
2And I saw the shivat hamalachim (seven angels)who stand before HASHEM, and there

were given to them shivah shofarot.
3And anothermalach came and stood at theMizbe'ach (altar), having a goldenmikteret

(fire pan), and there was given to him much ketoret†(incense) to offer with the tefillos
(prayers) of all the Kedoshim at the goldenMizbe'ach before the Kes (Throne).‡

4And the smoke of the ketoret ascendedwith the tefillos of the Kedoshimout of the hand
of themalach (angel) before HASHEM.§

5And themalach has taken themikteret and filled it from the eish (fire) of theMizbe'ach
(altar)andhe threw it down toha'aretz, and therewere thunders and soundsand lightning
and an earthquake.*

6 And the shivat hamalachim (seven angels) having the shiva shofarot prepared them-
selves that theymight sound the shofarot.

7 And harishon sounded his shofar; and there came barad (hail) and eish (fire) having
beenmingledwith dahmand itwas thrown to ha'aretz, and a third of ha'aretzwas burned
up, and a third of the etzim (trees)was burned up and all green grass was burned up.†

8 And the malach hasheyni (second angel) sounded his shofar; and as it were a great
mountain with eish (fire) burning was thrown into the yam (sea), and a third of the yam
became dahm,‡

9And a third of the living yetzurim hayam (creatures of the sea) died, and a third of the
ships were destroyed.

10 And the malach hashlishi (third angel) sounded his shofar; and there fell out of
Shomayim a kokhav gadol (great star) blazing as a torch and it fell on a third of the rivers
and on the wells of mayim (water).§

11And the name of the kokhav (star) is said to be “Wormwood,” and a third of themayim
became bitter wormwood, and many of the Bnei Adam died from the mayim because the
mayimweremade bitter.*

12And themalach harevi'i (fourth angel) sounded his shofar; and a third of the shemesh
(sun)was struck and a third of the levanah (moon) and a third of the kokhavim (stars), that
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a third of them might be darkened, and the yom (day) could not appear, and likewise the
lailah (night).†

13And I saw, and I heard one nesher (eagle)flying inmidair, sayingwith a kol gadol (loud
voice), Oy, oy, oy to the ones dwelling on ha'aretz (the earth), because of the remaining
blasts of the shofar of the shloshet hamalachim (three angels) being about to sound.

9
1And the malach hachamishi (fifth angel) sounded his shofar; and I saw a kokhav (star)

having fallen out of Shomayim to ha'aretz. And was given to it the mafte'ach (key) of the
shaft of the Tehom (Abyss).

2And he opened the shaft of the Tehom (Abyss), and smoke came up out of the shaft as
smoke of a great furnace, and the shemesh (sun)was darkened and the air was darkened
by the smoke of the shaft.*

3 And out of the smoke came forth arbeh (locusts) to ha'aretz (the earth), and samchut
(authority) was given to them like the samchut of the akrabei ha'aretz (scorpions of the
earth).†

4And it was told them that they should not harm the grass of ha'aretz (the earth) nor any
greenery nor any etz (tree), except the Bnei Adam, all who do not have the chotam (seal) of
HASHEM on their metsakhim (foreheads).‡

5And it was given to them that they should not kill them, but that theywill be tormented
chamishah chodashim (five months). Their torment is as the torment of an akrav when it
stings aman.

6And in those days Bnei Adamwill seekMavet (Death) and by nomeanswill find it. And
they will desire to die andMavet flees from them.§

7 And the appearances of the arbeh (locusts) were like susim (horses) having been
prepared formilchamah (war), andon theheads of themwhat looked like atarot (diadems)
of zahav (gold) and the faces were like the faces of Bnei Adam.*

8And theyhadhair that looked like thehair of an isha (awoman), and theyhad teeth that
looked like the teeth of an aryeh (lion),†

9and theyhadbreastplates like ironbreastplates and the soundof thewings of themwas
as the sound of many merkavot (chariots) with susim (horses) racing into the sadeh krav
(battlefield),‡

10And they have tails like akrabim (scorpions), with stingers, and the ko'ach (power) of
them is in their tails to harm Bnei Adam chamishah chodashim (fivemonths).

11 They have over them a melech (king), the malach (angel) of the Tehom (Abyss), the
name for him in Ivrit, “Abaddon,” (that is, Destruction) and in Elliniki he has the name
Apollyon (that is, “Destroyer”).§

12The Oy Echad (the FirstWoe) has passed. Hinei, yet comes two more woes after these
things.

13And the malach hashishi (the sixth angel) sounded his shofar. And I heard kol echad
(one voice) from the four horns of the goldenMizbe'ach (altar) before HASHEM,*

14 saying to the malach hashishi, the one having the shofar, Release the arba'at
hamalachim (the four angels) having been bound at the great river, Euphrates.†

15And the arba'at hamalachim (fourangels)were released, havingbeenprepared for the
sha'ah (hour) and the yom (day) and chodesh (month) and shanah (year), that they should
kill a third of Bnei Adam.

16And themispar (number) of tziveot haparashim (troopsof cavalry-men)were twice ten
thousand times ten thousand. I heard themispar of them.

17And thus I saw the susim (horses) in my chazon (vision, revelation, prophecy) and the
riders on them, having breastplates fiery red and hyacinth blue and sulfur yellow, and the
heads of the susim like heads of arayot (lions), and from themouths of themgoes forth eish
(fire) and smoke and gofrit (sulfur).‡

18From these shlosh hamakkot (three plagues)§ were killed a third of Bnei Adam, by the
eish (fire) and the smoke and the gofrit (sulfur) coming out of themouth of them.

† 8:12 Ex 10:21-23; Ezek 32:7 * 9:2 Gn 19:28; Ex 19:18; Yoel 2:2,10 † 9:3 Ex 10:12-15 ‡ 9:4 Ezek 9:4 § 9:6

Job 3:21; 7:15; Jer 8:3 * 9:7 Yoel 2:4; Dan 7:8 † 9:8 Yoel 1:6 ‡ 9:9 Yoel 2:5 § 9:11 Job 26:6; 28:22; 31:12; Ps

88:11 * 9:13 Ex 30:1-3 † 9:14Gn 15:18; Dt 1:7; Josh 1:4; Isa 11:15 ‡ 9:17 Ps 11:6; Isa 30:33; Ezek 38:22 § 9:18
this wordmakkah, makkot [pl.] comes from the Pesach Haggadah “eser makkot” or ten plagues, and is a key word from
here on in the book of Revelation, showing the end-time plagues of the Brit Chadasha Exodus of the Geulah Redemption
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19 For the ko'ach (power) of the susim (horses) is in their mouths and in their tails, for
their tails are like nechashim (serpents), having heads, and with them they inflict harm.

20And the rest of the Bnei Adam, the ones not killed by these makkot (plagues), did not
make teshuva and turn from the ma'asim (deeds) of their hands or forsake worship of
shedim (demons) and the itztzavim (idols, images, tzelamim), those of gold and of silver
and of bronze and of stone and of wood, which neither are able to see nor to hear nor to
walk.*

21 And they did not make teshuva (repentance, turning from sin to G-d) of the retzichot
(murders) of them nor of the kishufim (sorceries) of them nor of the zenunim (fornication)
of them nor of the gneyvot (thefts) of them.†

10
1 And I saw another strong malach descending and coming down out of Shomayim,

having been wrapped in an anan (cloud), and the keshet be'anan*(rainbow)was over his
rosh (head) and the face of him was as the shemesh (sun) and the feet of him as pillars of
eish (fire),†

2Andhehad inhis handa sefer katan (small book)whichhadbeenopenedandheplaced
his ragel hayemanit (right foot)on theyam (sea), and the smolit (left)onha'aretz (the earth),

3Andhe criedwithakol gadol (loudvoice)as anaryeh (lion) roars. Andwhenhe shouted,
the shivat hare'amim (seven thunders) reverberated.‡

4 And when the shivat hare'amim (seven thunders) spoke, I was about to write, and I
heard a kol (voice) from Shomayim, saying, Put a chotam (seal) on [the sod, the secret of]
what the shivat hare'amim (seven thunders)have spoken, and seal it up, and do notwrite,§

5And the malach, whom I saw having taken his stand on the yam (sea) and on ha'aretz
(the earth), lifted his yamin (right hand) to Shomayim,*

6And made shevu'ah (oath) by the One who lives l'Olelamei Olamim (forever and ever)
whose “barah” (created) the Shomayim and the things in it and ha'aretz and the things in
it and the yam and the things in it— that there would be no od zman (more time).†

7But in the days of the sounding of the shofar by themalachhashevi'i (the seventhangel),
when he is about to blow the shofar, also then the raz (mystery) of HASHEM would be
brought to an end, as he proclaimed to his avadim (servants), the Nevi'im (prophets).‡

8 And the kol (voice) which I heard from Shomayim was again speaking with me and
saying, Go, take the sefer which is opened in the hand of the malach who has taken his
stand on the yam (sea) and on the ha'aretz (the earth).

9 And I went to the malach, telling him to give me the sefer katan (small book) and he
says to me, Take and eat it, and it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will
be sweet as devash (honey).§

10And I took the sefer katan out of the hand of the malach and ate it, and it was in my
mouth as sweet as devash (honey), but, when I ate, my stomach wasmade bitter.

11 And they say to me, You must speak devarim hanevu'ah (words of prophecy) again,
about haumim (peoples) and Goyim (Nations) and leshonot (tongues) andmanymelachim
(kings).*

11
1And a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, saying, Come and measure the Beis

Hamikdash of HASHEM and theMizbe'ach (altar) and the ones worshiping there.*
2But do notmeasure the outer court of the Beis Hamikdash; leave that out, andmeasure

it not, for it was given over to the Goyim, and the Ir HaKodesh they will trample upon
arba'im and shenayim chodashim.†

3 And I will give to my Sh'ney HaEdim (Two Witnesses) and they will speak divrei
haNevu'ah (words of prophecy) one thousand two hundred and sixty days, having been
clothed in sakkim (sackcloth).‡

4 These are the two olive trees and the two menorot standing before the Adon kol
ha'aretz.§

* 9:20Dt 4:28; 31:29; Jer 1:16; Mic 5:13 † 9:21 Isa 47:9,12 * 10:1 Gn 9:16 † 10:1 Ezek 1:28 ‡ 10:3Hos 11:10
§ 10:4 Dan 8:26; 12:4,9 * 10:5 Dt 32:40; Dan 12:7 † 10:6 Gn 14:22; Ex 6:8; Num 14:30; Ps 115:15; 146:6 ‡ 10:7

Am 3:7 § 10:9 Jer 15:16; Ezek 2:8—3:3 * 10:11 Ezek 37:4,9; Dan 3:4 * 11:1 Ezek 40:3 † 11:2 Ezek 40:17,20;

Dan 7:25; 12:7 ‡ 11:3 Gn 37:34; 2Sm 3:31; Neh 9:1 § 11:4 Ps 52:8; Jer 11:16; Zech 4:3,11-14
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5And if anyone wants to harm them, eish (fire) comes out of their mouth and destroys
their oyevim (enemies); and if anyone wants to harm them, it is necessary for him to be
killed like this.*

6 These have the samchut (authority) to shut Shomayim, that no geshem (rain)may fall
during the days of their nevu'ah (prophecy). And samchut (authority) they have over the
waters to turn them into dahm and to strike ha'aretz withmakkot (plagues) of every kind,
as often as they want.†

7 And when they complete the edut (testimony) of them, the Chayyah (Beast, Anti-
Moshiach) coming up from the Tehom (Abyss)will make war with them and will conquer
them andwill kill them.‡

8 And the NEVELAH§(corpse) of them will be on the rekhov (street) of the Ir Hagadol,
which, spiritually, is called S'domandMitzrayim (Egypt), where also the Adon of themwas
pierced on the etz.*

9 And some of haummim (the peoples) and shevatim (tribes) and leshonot (languages)
and Goyim (Nations) see the NEVELAH of them for shloshah and a half yamim and the
NEVELAH of them they do not permit to be put into a kever (tomb).†

10And the ones dwelling onha'aretz (the earth) rejoicewith great simcha (joy) over them
and make merry and they will send matanot (gifts) to one another, because these two
nevi'im (prophets) tormented the ones dwelling on ha'aretz (the earth).‡

11 And after the shloshah (three) and a half yamim (days), a Ruach of Chayyim from
HASHEM entered into them, and they stood up upon their feet, and pachad gadol (great
terror) fell upon the ones seeing them.§

12 And they heard a kol gadol (loud voice) out of Shomayim saying to them, “Come up
here!” And they went up into Shomayim in the anan (cloud), and their oyevim (enemies)
saw them.*

13 And in that hour occurred a great earthquake and the tenth part of the city fell and
there were killed in the earthquake shivat alafim (seven thousand), and the rest became
afraid and gave kavod (glory) to Elohei HaShomayim.

14The second woe passed. Hinei, the third woe is coming quickly.
15And themalach hashevi'i (the seventh angel) sounded his shofar. And therewere kolot

gedolim (loud voices) in Shomayim, saying, The Malchut of the Olam Hazeh became the
Malchut of Adoneinu and of His Moshiach, and Hewill reign l'Olemei Olamim.†

16 And the esrim v'arba'ah Zekenim‡(twenty-four Elders), sitting on their kisot before
HASHEM, fell on their faces and worshiped HASHEM,

17Saying, “ModimAnachnu (We give thanks), Adonoi Elokeinu, El Shaddai, the Onewho
is and theOnewhowas, because youhave taken your oz gadol (great power) and reigned.§

18 And the Goyim (Nations) raged. And your charon af (burning wrath) came, and the
zman (time) for theMesim to be judged and for giving the sachar (reward) to your avadim
(servants), the nevi'im (prophets) and the Kedoshim and the ones fearing ha-Shem of
you, the ketanim (small) and the gedolim (great), and for destroying the ones destroying
ha'aretz (the earth).”*

19 And the Heikhal of HASHEM was opened in Shomayim, and the Aron HaBrit (Ark of
the Covenant) of HASHEM was seen in the Heikhal of HASHEM. And there were flashes of
lightning and kolot (sounds) and thunders and an earthquake and great barad (hail).†

12
1Andanot gadol (miraculous sign)was seen in Shomayim, an ISHA*havingbeen clothed

with the shemesh (sun), and the levanah (moon)underneath the feet of her, andon the rosh
of her an atarah (diadem) of kokhavim (stars) numbering Shneym Asar (Twelve),†

2 And in her womb having a YELED‡(CHILD, Moshiach), and she cries out, suffering
CHEVLEI and being in pain to give birth.§

3And another ot (miraculous sign)was seen in Shomayim. And hinei, a great redDragon
NACHASH,* having sheva (seven) heads and eser (ten) horns, and on the heads of it sheva
(seven) ketarim (crowns).†

* 11:5 2Sm 22:9; 2Kgs 1:10; Jer 5:14; Num16:29,35 † 11:6 Ex 7:17,19; 1Kgs 17:1 ‡ 11:7Dan 7:21 § 11:8Dt 21:23
* 11:8 Isa 1:9; Jer 13:14; Ezek 16:46 † 11:9 Ps 79:2,3 ‡ 11:10Neh 8:10,12; Esth 9:19,22 § 11:11 Ezek 37:5,9,10,14
* 11:12 2Kgs 2:11 † 11:15 Ps 145:13; Dan 2:44; 7:14,27; Mic 4:7; Zech 14:9 ‡ 11:16 Ex 12:21 § 11:17 Ps 30:12
* 11:18 Ps 2:1 † 11:19 Ex 25:10,22; 2Chr 5:7 * 12:1Gn 3:15 † 12:1Gn 37:9 ‡ 12:2 Isa 9:5 § 12:2 Isa 26:17
* 12:3 Gn 3:1 † 12:3 Dan 7:7,20
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4And the tail of him drags down a third of the kokhavim (stars) of Shomayim and threw
them to ha'aretz (the earth), and the Dragon NACHASH was standing before the ISHA
(Woman) who was about to give birth, that when she gives birth to the YELED (CHILD,
Moshiach)‡ of her, he might devour the YELED.§

5Andshegavebirth toaBEN (SON,Moshiach),* a zachar (male), who is about to shepherd
all the Goyim (Nations) with a shevet barzel (scepter of iron),† and the YELED of the ISHA
was snatched up to HASHEM and to his Kes (Throne).

6 And the ISHA fled into the wilderness, where she has there a place having been
prepared by HASHEM, that there she can be nourished a thousand two hundred and sixty
yamim (days).

7 And there was milchamah (war) in Shomayim, Mikha'el and the malachim of him
fought against the DragonNACHASH; and the DragonNACHASH and hismalachim fought
back.

8But theDragonNACHASHwasnot strong enoughnorwas anyplace found for themany
longer in Shomayim.

9And the great Dragon, that NACHASHHaKadmoni (Ancient Serpent)was throwndown,
the one being called the Malshin (Informer, Accuser) and HaSatan, the one deceiving the
whole inhabited world. He was thrown to ha'aretz (the earth) and the malachim of him
were thrown downwith him.‡

10 And I heard a kol gadol (loud voice) in Shomayim, saying, “Now has come the
Yeshu'at Eloheinu and the Gevurah (Power) and the Malchut of HASHEM Eloheinu and the
memshalah (government) of his Moshiach, because the Malshin who is the accuser of our
Achim b'Moshiach, the one accusing them before HASHEM yomamvalailah (day and night)
was thrown down.§

11And theywon the nitzachon (victory) over the DragonNACHASHbecause of the dahm
of the SEH (Lamb),* and because of the dvar of the eidushaft (testimony) of them and
because they did not have ahavah for their neshamot unto Mavet and were willing to die
al kiddush ha-Shem.

12Therefore be glad, Shomayim, and the oneswhosemishkan is there, but oy to ha'aretz
(the earth) and to hayam (the sea), because HaSatan came down to you, having great ka'as
(anger), having da'as that his time is short.”†

13Andwhen theDragonNACHASHsaw that hewas throwndown toha'aretz, he brought
redifah (persecution) on the ISHAwho gave birth to the zachar.

14 And two wings of the Nesher hagadol (great Eagle) were given to the ISHA that she
might fly to her place in themidbar, where she is nourished there for a time and times and
half a time, away from the presence of the NACHASH (Serpent).‡

15And theNACHASHspewedmayim (water)after the ISHA from itsmouthas a river, that
hemight make her carried away by a river.

16And ha'aretz (the earth) aided the ISHA and ha'aretz opened its mouth and swallowed
the river which the Dragon NACHASH spewed out of its mouth.

17And the DragonNACHASHhad great ka'as (anger) at the ISHA andwent away tomake
milchamahwith the rest of her ZERA§(seed), the ones keeping the mitzvot of HASHEM and
having the eidus (testimony),* of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

18And then the Dragon NACHASH took his stand on the seashore sand of the yam (sea).

13
1 *And I saw out of the yam (sea) a Chayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach) coming up, having

eser (ten) karnayim (horns) and shiva (seven) heads and on the horns of it asarah (ten)
diademsandon theheadsof it therewerenamesofChillulHASHEMgidufim (blasphemies).†

2And the Chayyahwhich I sawwas like a namer and the feet of it as a dov and themouth
of it as themouth of an aryeh and theDragonNACHASHgave to the Chayyah its ko'ach and
its Kes and its great samchut (authority).

‡ 12:4 Isa 9:6 [5] § 12:4Dan 8:10 * 12:5 Isa 9:6 [5] † 12:5 Ps 2:9 ‡ 12:9Gn 3:1-7 § 12:10 Job 1:9-11; Zech

3:1 * 12:11 Ex 12:22-23; Isa 53:7, Moshiach † 12:12 Ps 96:11; Isa 44:23; 49:13 ‡ 12:14 Ex 19:4; Dan 7:25; 12:7
§ 12:17Gn 3:15; Isa 53:10 * 12:17 See eidus, edus, edut in the Introduction to the Book of Iyov. Witness is what these

words mean, and they are transliterated variously in the OJB, also eidushaft * 13:1 CHAPTER 13 COULD BE TITLED:
THE “NUREMBERG RALLIES” OF THE LITTLE MOUTH OF THE LITTLE HORN (Dan 7:8) WHO IS THE CHAYYAH (BEAST,
ANTI-MOSHIACH) † 13:1 Dan 7:1-6; 11:36
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3Andoneof its roshim (heads) seemed tohavereceivedamortalwoundand tohavebeen
slain, and the wound causing its mavet was healed, and kol ha'aretz marveled, following
after the Chayyah.

4And theyworshiped theDragonNACHASH, because he gavehismemshalah (governing
authority) to the Chayyah, and they worshiped the Chayyah, saying, “Who is like the
Chayyah?” and “Who is able to make war with it?”

5AndaPEH (mouth)wasgiven to theChayyah sayinghaughtywords andChillulHASHEM
gidufim (blasphemies), and was given to it ko'ach to act for shnayim and arba'im (two and
forty) chodashim (months).‡

6And it opened the PEH§(mouth) of it in Chillul HASHEM gidufim (blasphemies) against
HASHEM to blaspheme ha-Shem (the Name) of him and his Mishkan, that is, the ones
tabernacling in Shomayim.

7And was given to it to makemilchamah (war)with the Kedoshim and to overcome the
Kedoshim, andwasgiven to it samchut (authority)overeveryshevet (tribe)andam (people)
and lashon (language) and goy (nation).*

8And all the ones dwelling on ha'aretz (the earth)will worship the Chayyah (Beast, Anti-
Moshiach), all the ones whose name has not been written in the Sefer HaChayyim of the
SEH (Lamb)† having been slain from lifnei hivvased tevel (before the foundation of the
world).

9 If anyone has an ear let him hear.
10 If anyone is to goLA'SHVEE (intocaptivity), intoLA'SHVEE (captivity)hegoes. If anyone

is to bekilledbya cherev (sword), he bya cherev (sword) is to bekilled. Here is the savlanut
(patient endurance) and the emunah (faith) of the Kedoshim.‡

11And I saw another Chayyah (Beast, theNavi Sheker, the False Prophet) coming up out of
ha'aretz (the earth), and it had shtey karnayim (two horns) like a SEH, and it was speaking
like a Dragon NACHASH.

12 And all the samchut (authority) of the Chayyah harishonah (the first Beast, the Anti-
Moshiach) it exercises on [the Anti-Moshiachʼs] behalf, and it causes ha'aretz (the earth)
and the ones dwelling on it to worship the Chayyah harishonah (the first Beast) whose
wound of death was healed.

13And it (theNavi Sheker, the False Prophet) does otot gedolim (great signs), evenmaking
eish (fire) come down out of Shomayim to ha'aretz (the earth) before Bnei Adam.§

14 And it leads kol ha'aretz (all the earth) into hona'ah (deception) because of the otot
(signs) which were given to it to perform before the Chayyah (Beast), telling the ones
dwelling on ha'aretz (the earth) to make an Atzav*(idol, image, PESEL, graven image) to
the Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach)who has thewound of the cherev (sword) and yet came alive
again.

15And it was given to it to give breath to the Atzav (idol, image, PESEL) of the Chayyah
(Anti-Moshiach) that the Atzav (idol, image) of the Chayyah might even speak and might
cause that as many as would not worship the Atzav (idol, image) of the Chayyah (Beast,
Anti-Moshiach) to be killed and to die al kiddush ha-Shem.†

16 And it causes all, the Ketanim (small) and the Gedolim (great), both the oishir (rich)
and aniyim (poor), the bnei Chorin (freedmen) and avadim (slaves), that to them should be
given a tav (mark) on the yamin (right hand) and on themetsakh (forehead) of them,‡

17And that no one should be able to buy or to sell except the one having the tav (mark),
the name of the Chayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach) or the number of its name.

18Here is chochmah: the one having binah, let him do the gematria and get the mispar
(number) of the Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach), for it is the mispar (number) of a man, and the
mispar of it is SHESHME'OT V'SHISHIM VASHESH (666).

14
1And I looked, and, hinei, the SEH (Lamb, Ex 12:3; Isa 53:7 Moshiach) having taken his

stand on Mount Tziyon and with him the 144,000 having ha-Shem of him and ha-Shem of
HaAv of himwhich had been written on their metsakhim (foreheads).*

2And I heard a sound out of Shomayim as a sound of mayim rabbim (many waters) and
as a sound of ra'am gadol (loud thunder), and the soundwhich I heard was as of players of
the nevel playing on their nevalim (harps).

‡ 13:5Dan 7:8,11,20,25; 11:36 § 13:6 PEH in verses 5 and 6, see Dan 7:8,20 * 13:7Dan 7:21 † 13:8 Ex 12:3; Isa

53:7, Moshiach ‡ 13:10 Jer 15:2; 43:11 § 13:13 1Kgs 18:38; 2Kgs 1:10 * 13:14 Atzav in verses 14 and 15, see

1Sm 31:9; Isa 21:9 † 13:15 Dan 3:3-6 ‡ 13:16 Ezek 9:4 * 14:1 Ezek 9:4
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3And they sing, as it were, a Shir Chadash (NewSong) before the Kes (Throne) and before
the Arbah Chayyot (four living beings) and before the Zekenim†(Elders), and no one was
being able to learn the Shir (Song) except the 144,000, the ones for whom the Geulah price
had been paid for their redemption,‡ the ones having been redeemed (purchased) from
haaretz (the earth).

4 These are those who with nashim (women) are not tameh (unclean, defiled), bochrim
ki betullim they are, for these are the ones following the SEH (Lamb),§ wherever he goes.
These chasidim had the Geulah price paid for their redemption,* the ones having been
purchased fromBneiAdamas thebikkurim (firstfruits) toHASHEMand to the SEH†(Lamb).‡

5 And in the peh of them was not found MIRMAH§(deceit); they are without mumim
(defects).*

6 And I saw another malach (angel) flying midair in Shomayim, having the eternal
Besuras HaGeulah to proclaim to the ones sitting on ha'aretz (the earth) and to every goy
(nation) and shevet (tribe) and lashon (language) and am (people),

7 Saying in a kol gadol (loud voice), Have yirat Shomayim toward HASHEM and give Him
kavod (glory), because the hour of His Yom HaMishpat has come. And worship Him,
HaBoreh HaShomayim v'HaAretz (the creator of Heaven and Earth) and Yam (Sea) and
ma'ayanot (springs, sources) of mayim.†

8Andanothermalach (angel), sheyni (a secondone), followed, saying, NAFLAH,NAFLAH
BABEL‡(Fallen, fallen is Babylon) the Great, who of the yayin of the ta'avah (lust) of her
zenunim (fornications) hasmade all the Nations to drink.§

9And another malach (angel), shlishi (a third one), followed them saying, in a kol gadol
(loud voice), “If anyone worships the Chayyah [Beast, Anti-Moshiach] and its Atzav*(idol,
image, PESEL, graven image) and if anyone receives a mark on his metsakh (forehead) or
on the yad of him,

10 Such will drink of the yayin of the Charon Af HASHEM(burning wrath of HASHEM),
having beenmixed undiluted in the kos (cup) of his CharonAf, and suchwill be tormented
by eish (fire) and gofrit (sulfur) before malachim hakedoshim (the holy angels) and before
the SEH†(Lamb).‡

11 And the smoke of their torment ascends l'Olmei Olamim, and for them there is no
menuchah (place of rest) yomam valailah (day and night), none for the ones worshiping
the Chayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach) and its Atzav (image), nor for anyonewho receives the
mark of its name!”§

12Here is the savlanut (patient endurance) of the Kedoshim, the ones being shomer over
themitzvot of HASHEM, who hold fast to the* emunah of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.

13 And I heard a kol (voice) out of Shomayim saying, “Write: ‘Ashrey (Happy are) are
the mesim (dead ones), the ones dying in Adoneinu, from now on.’ ‘Ken,’ says the Ruach
Hakodesh, ‘so that they will rest from their ma'asim, for the ma'asim of them follow
them.’ ”

14And I looked, and, hinei, an anan (cloud) lavan (white), and on the anan (cloud) there
was one sitting like the Bar Enosh.† He has on the head of him a golden Keter (Crown) and
in the yad (hand) of him a sharpMAGGAL‡(sickle).§

15And another malach (angel) came out of the Beis Hamikdash, crying with a kol gadol
(loud voice) to the one sitting on the anan, “Put forth your MAGGAL (sickle)* and reap,
because the hour to reap has come, because the Katzir Ha'Aretz (Harvest of the Earth) is
ripe!”†

16And the one sitting on the anan (cloud) put forth hisMAGGAL (sickle)‡ on ha'aretz (the
earth) and ha'aretz (the earth)was reaped.

17Andanothermalach (angel) cameout of theBeisHamikdash inShomayim, havingalso
with him a sharpMAGGAL (sickle).§

18And anothermalach (angel) came out of theMizbe'ach (altar), having shilton (author-
ity) over the eish, and he spoke with a kol gadol (loud voice) to the one having the sharp
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MAGGAL, saying, “Put forth your sharpMAGGALandgather the clusters of the gefen (vine)
of ha'aretz, because the grapes of it are ripe.”*

19And themalach (angel) put forth his MAGGAL to ha'aretz (the earth) and gathered the
vintage of ha'aretz (the earth) and threw it into the GATHAGEDOLAH (greatwinepress)† of
the Charon Af of HASHEM(burningwrath of HASHEM).‡

20And theGATHAGEDOLAHwas troddenonoutside the Ir (City), anddahm (blood) came
out from the GAT up to the bridles of the susim (horses) for about two hundredmiles.§

15
1 And I saw another ot (miraculous sign) in Shomayim, great and marvelous: shiva

(seven) malachim (angels) having sheva (seven) makkot (plagues), the last makkot
(plagues), because by them is completed the Charon Af HASHEM(the burning fury of G-d).*

2And I saw, as it were, a yam (sea) of glass, having been mingled with eish (fire); and I
saw themenatzakhatHaChayyah (overcomers of theBeast, Anti-Moshiach) and of its Atzav
(image) and of the mispar (number) of its name; and I saw them having taken their stand
on the yam (sea) of glass, holding nevalim (harps) of HASHEM.

3And they sing the Shir of Moshe [Rabbeinu], the eved HASHEM, and the Shir of the SEH
(Lamb),† saying, “Great andmarvelous are yourma'asim (works), HASHEMAdonoi Tzva'ot;
Tzedek (Righteousness) and Emes (Truth) are your derakhim (ways, paths), Melech kol
HaGoyim (King of all the Nations).‡

4Adonoi,whowouldnot fearYouandascribekavod toyourName? BecauseYouonlyare
HaKadosh, for kol HaGoyimwill come andwill worship before You because Your tzedakot
(righteous acts)weremade known.”§

5 And after these things I looked, and the Heikhal was opened, that is, the Mishkan
HaEdut in Shomayim.*

6And the shivat hamalachim (seven angels) having the sheva hamakkot (seven plagues)
came out of theHeikhal, having been clothed in linen, tahor (clean) and bright, and having
been wrapped around the chests with golden gartels.†

7 And one of the Arbah Chayyot (four living beings) gave to the shivat hamalachim
(seven angels) golden ke'arot (bowls) being full of the CharonAfHaElohimHaChai l'olemei
haolamim (the wrath of the living G-dwho lives for ever and ever).

8And the Heikhal was filled with smoke from the kavod (glory) of HASHEM and fromHis
oz (power); and no onewas being able to enter into the Heikhal until should be completed
the sheva hamakkot (seven plagues) of the shivamalachim (seven angels).‡

16
1And I heard a kol gadol (loud voice) out of Heikhal saying to the shivamalachim (seven

angels), “Go and pour out the sheva ke'arot (seven bowls) of the Charon Af of HASHEM(the
burningwrath of HASHEM) onto ha'aretz (the earth).”*

2 And harishon (the first) [malach] departed and poured out his ke'ara (bowl) onto
ha'aretz (the earth), and a bad and rah (evil) sore came on the Bnei Adam having themark
of the Chayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach) and the ones worshiping its Atzav (idol, image).†

3And hasheyni (the second) [malach] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) onto the yam (sea). It
became like the dahm of a niftar (deceased person), and every living thing in the yam (sea)
died.‡

4Andhashlishi (the third) [malach] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) onto the neharot (rivers)
and thema'ayonot (springs) of mayim (water), and themayim became dahm.§

5And I heard themalach (angel) of themayim (waters) saying, “Tzaddik are You, theOne
who is, the Onewhowas, HaKadosh (theHoly One), because You have judged these things,

6Because they (those of Anti-Moshiach) shed the dahm of the Kedoshim and because the
dahm of the Nevi'im they poured out, and You have given them dahm to drink! They are
deserving of it!”*

7 And I heard the Mizbe'ach (altar) crying out, saying, “Ken, HASHEM, Adonoi Tzva'ot,
Emes and Tzedek are YourMishpatim (Judgments).”
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8And harevi'i (the fourth) [malach, angel] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) onto the shemesh
(sun), and it was given to the shemesh (sun) to scorch Bnei Adamwith eish (fire).

9 And Bnei Adam were scorched with khom gadol (great heat), and they spoke Chillul
HASHEM gidufim (blasphemies) against ha-Shem of G-d — the One having the shilton
(authority) over these makkot (plagues) — and they did not make teshuva so as to give
HASHEM kavod (glory).

10 And hachamishi (the fifth) [malach, angel] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) on the kes
(throne) of the Chayyah [Beast, Anti-Moshiach]; and theMalchut (Kingdom) of the Chayyah
(Beast, Anti-Moshiach) became darkened, and in agony theywere gnawing their tongues.†

11 And they spoke Chillul HASHEM gidufim (blasphemies) against Elohei HaShomayim
(theG-dofHeaven)becauseof their agonyandbecauseof their sores, and theydidnotmake
teshuva from their ma'asim (deeds).

12And hashishi (the sixth) [malach] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) on the nahar hagadol
(the great river), the Euphrates, and the mayim (water) of it was dried up, that the derech
(way) of themelachim (kings) from the rising of the shemesh (sun)might be prepared.‡

13And I saw coming out of the PEH (mouth) of the Dragon NACHASH and out of the PEH
of theChayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach)andout of thePEHof theNavi Sheker (FalseProphet)
shalosh ruchot teme'ot (three unclean spirits) like tzfarde'im (frogs),§

14 For they are ruchot (spirits) of shedim (demons) performing otot (miraculous signs),
which go forth to the melachim (kings) of kol ha'aretz (all the earth) to gather them to the
sadeh krav (battlefield) of the YomHaGadol (Great Day) of HASHEM Adonoi Tzva'ot.

15 Hinei, I am coming as unexpectantly as a ganav. Ashrey is the one watching and
keeping his kittel, lest he walk naked and they see his bushah (shame).

16And they assembled them into the place being called in Ivrit, Har Megiddo.*
17 And hashevi'i (seventh) [malach] poured out his ke'ara (bowl) on the air, and there

came a kol gadol (loud voice) out of the Heikhal from the Kes (Throne) saying, “It is a thing
of derfilung (fulfillment), it is finished!”

18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and re'amim (thunder), and a
horrendous earthquake occurred such as never did occur vi-bahlt (since)Bnei Adamwere
on ha'aretz (the earth), so mighty an earthquake, so violent.†

19And Ir HaGedolah (the Great City) became split into thirds and the cities of the Goyim
(Nations) fell. And HASHEM remembered Babel HaGedolah (Babylon the Great), to give her
the kos (cup) of the yayin (wine) of his Charon Af (burningwrath).

20And every island fled, andmountains were not found.
21 And great seventy-pound hailstones of barad (hail) come down from Shomayim, on

Bnei Adam, and Bnei Adam spoke Chillul HASHEM gidufim (blasphemies) against HASHEM,
because of the makkah (plague) of the hailstones, because the makkah (plague) of it is
gedolahme'od.‡

17
1 And one of the shiva malachim (seven angels) having the sheva hamakkot (seven

plagues) came and spoke with me saying, “Bo! (Come!) I will show you the mishpat
(judgment) of the Zonah HaGedolah (the Great Prostitute) sitting on rabbimmayim,*

2With whom the melachim (kings) of kol ha'aretz (all the earth) have committed zenut
(fornication) andwith the yayin ofwhose zenut (fornication) kol ha'aretz (all the earth) has
fallen into shichrut (drunkenness).”

3 And he carried me away into the midbar (wilderness) in the Ruach Hakodesh, and I
saw an Isha sitting on a scarlet Chayyah (Beast, Anti-Moshiach) being filled with names of
Chillul HASHEM gidufim, having sheva (seven) heads and eser (ten) horns.

4And the Isha had been clothed in purple and scarlet, and gilded with zahav (gold) and
precious stone and pearls, having a golden kos (cup) in her hand and the koswas full of the
abominations and the uncleannesses of her zenut.†

5Andonhermetsakh (forehead) anamehadbeenwritten: SODBAVELHAGEDOLAHEM
L'ZONOTV'SHIKKUTZEIHA'ARETZ (“MysteryofBabylon theGreat, theMotherofProstitutes
and of the Abominations and Idols of the Earth”).

6And I saw the Isha being drunk, intoxicated from the dahm of the Kedoshim and from
the dahm of the edim (witnesses) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach.
Andwhen I saw her, I was struck with astonishment.
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7And themalach (angel), said tome, “Whydid youmarvel? I will tell you the SodHaIsha
(themystery, razof thewoman) andof theChayyah (Anti-Moshiach)having the shevaheads
and the eser (ten) horns carrying her.‡

8The Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach), which you saw, was, and is not, and is about to come up
out of the Tehom (Abyss) and goes to destruction. And the ones dwelling on ha'aretz will
be astonished, those whose names have not been found written in the Sefer HaChayyim
(Book of Life) from the hivvased tevel (foundation of theworld), when they see the Chayyah
(Anti-Moshiach) that was, and is not, and is to come.

9 This calls for a mind having chochmah (wisdom). The sheva (seven) heads are sheva
(seven)mountains. On these the Isha is sittingalso, theyare shiva (seven)melachim (kings);

10 Five of whom have fallen, one is living, and the other did not yet come; and when he
comes, it is necessary for him to remain a little zman (time).

11And the Chayyah which was and is not, even he is an Eighth, but belongs to HaShivah
(The Seven) and goes to Avaddon (Destruction).

12And the eser (ten) hornswhich you saw are asarahmelachim (ten kings)whohave not
yet received a malchut, but they are to receive samchut (authority) as melachim (kings),
for one hour, together with the Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach).

13 These are united in yielding their ko'ach (power) and samchut (authority) to the
Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach).

14 These with the SEH (Lamb),§ will make milchamah (war), and the SEH (Lamb),* will
conquer them, becauseHe is AdonHaAdonimandMelechHaMelachim; and the oneswith
him are the Keru'im v'Nivcharim v'Ne'emanim (Called and Chosen and Faithful).”

15And he says to me, “Themayim†which you saw, where the zonah (prostitute) sits, are
amim (peoples) andmultitudes and Goyim (Nations) and leshonot (languages).‡

16And the eser (ten) horns which you saw and the Chayyah (Anti-Moshiach)— these will
have sin'ah (hatred) for the zonah (prostitute), and they will make her desolate and naked
andwill eat her basar and will burn her up in eish.§

17 For HASHEM has put it into the levavot (hearts) of them to accomplish his purpose by
their acting with one mind and by giving their malchut (kingdom) to the Chayyah (Anti-
Moshiach) until will be fulfilled the divrei HASHEM.*

18 And the Isha whom you saw is the Ir Hagedolah (Great City) that rules over the
melachim (kings) of ha'aretz.”

18
1After these things I saw anothermalach (angel) coming down out of Shomayim having

great samchut (authority); and ha'aretz (the earth) was illuminated by the splendor of
him.*

2And he cried in a kol gadol, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Bavel Hagedolah. It has become a
habitation of shedim (demons) and a beit hasohar of every ruach temei'ah (unclean spirit)
and beit hasohar of every unclean bird and a beit hasohar of every unclean beast. And has
become detestable,†

3 Because of the yayin (wine) of the wrath of her zenut (fornication) all the Goyim
(Nations) have drunk, and themelachim (kings) of ha'aretz committed zenutwith her, and
themerchants of ha'aretz by the resources of her luxury became rich.”‡

4And Iheard another kol (voice)out of Shomayimsaying, “Comeout of her,mypeople, so
that youmaynotparticipate in the chatta'im (sins)ofher, and someofhermakkot (plagues)
youmay not receive,§

5Because her chatta'im (sins) have piled up reaching up to Shomayim, and HASHEM has
remembered the unrighteousnesses of her.*

6Render to her as also she herself rendered; serve up double according to her ma'asim,
in the kos (cup)which shemixed.†

7As she gave kavod (glory) to herself and lived in luxury, so give her an equal measure
of torment and agmat nefesh (grief), because in her lev (heart) she says, ‘I sit as a malkah
(queen) and not an almanah (widow), and I will never see agmat nefesh (grief).’‡
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8 Therefore in one day will come the makkot (plagues) on her, Mavet (Death) and Avel
(Mourning) and Ra'av (Famine), andwith eish (fire) shewill be burned up, because Chazak
is HASHEM Adonoi, the Shofet of her.§

9 And the melachim (kings) of ha'aretz, the ones having committed zenut (fornication)
with her and having lived in luxury, when they see the smoke of her burning, will weep
andwail over her.*

10 They will stand afar off, because of the fear of her torment, saying ‘Oy, oy to the Ir
Hagedolah, Bavel the strong city, because in one hour came themishpat of you.’

11And the merchants of ha'aretz (the earth) cry and have agmat nefesh (grief) over her,
because the cargo of them no one buys anymore;†

12Cargo of gold and of silver and of precious stone and of pearls and of fine linen and of
purple and of silk and of scarlet, and every kind of scented wood and every kind of ivory
article and every kindof article of valuablewoodandof bronze andof ironandofmarble,‡

13And cinnamon and spice and incense and myrrh and frankincense and yayin (wine)
and oil and fine flour andwheat and cattle and kevasim (sheep), and of susim (horses) and
of chariots and of slaves and nefashot (souls) of men.§

14And the p'ri (fruit) for which your nefesh longed has departed from you, and all the
luxurious things and the splendorous things have become lost for you, and never again
shall they be found!

15And the merchants of these things, the ones having become rich from her, will stand
afar off because of the fear of her torment, and they will be weeping andwailing,*

16 Saying, ‘Oy, oy, the Ir Hagedolah, the one having clothed herself with fine linen and
purple and scarlet and having been gilded with gold and precious stone and pearl,

17Because in one hour such greatwealth, was laidwaste.’ And there stood afar off every
steersman, and everyone sailing the sea, and sailors and all who commerce on the sea.†

18And they were crying out, seeing the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What Ir (City) is
like the Ir Hagedolah?’‡

19And they threwdust on their heads andwere crying out, weeping andwailing, saying,
‘Oy, oy, the Ir Hagedolah, by which from her wealth, all the ones having ships in the sea
became rich, because in one hour she was laid waste.§

20Have lev same'ach over her, O Shomayim! You Kedoshim and Shlichim and Nevi'im,
for HASHEM has givenmishpat for you against her.’ ”*

21And a malach chazak (strong angel) lifted up a stone like a great millstone and threw
it into the sea, saying, “Thus will Bavel the Ir Hagedolah be violently thrown down, and
never would it be found any longer.†

22 And the sound of harpers, those playing the nevel (harp), and of musicians and of
flutists and of trumpeters will be heard in you no more and every oman (artist) of every
craftwill be found inyounomore, and the soundof amill,wouldbeheard inyounomore.‡

23 And the ohr of a menorah would shine in you no more, and the kol (voice) of a
choson (bridegroom) and of a kallah (bride)would be heard in you nomore; because your
merchantswere the gedolim (the great) of ha'aretz (the earth), because by your kashefanut
(sorcery)were all the Goyim deceived,§

24And in her were found the dahm of Nevi'im (prophets) and of Kedoshim and of all the
ones having been slain al Kiddush ha-Shem on ha'aretz.”*

19
1After these things I heard, as it were, a kol gadol (loud voice) of a great, multititude in

Shomayim, saying, “Praise HASHEM! The Yeshu'ah (Salvation) and the Kavod (Glory) and
the Gevurah (Power) is of Eloheinu!

2Because emes and tzedek are His judgments because He judged the Zonah Hagedolah
who was corrupting ha'aretz (the earth) with the zenut (fornication) of her and He took
vengeance on her who has on her hands the dahm of His servants.”

3And again they said, “Praise HASHEM! The smoke of her ascends l'olemei olamim!”*
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4And the esrim v'arba'ah Zekenim (twenty-four Elders) fell down and the Arbah Chayyot
(four living beings) and they worshiped HASHEM who sits on the Kes (Throne), saying,
“Omein, Praise HASHEM!”

5 And a kol (voice) from the Kes (Throne) came forth, saying, “Say ‘Baruch HASHEM
Eloheinu,’ all you avadim (servants) of him and the ones with yirat Shomayim, ketanim
(small ones) and the gedolim (great ones).”†

6And I heard, as it were, a sound of a great multitude and a sound like mayim rabbim
(manywaters) anda sound likemighty thunder saying, “BaruchHASHEM! BecauseHASHEM
Eloheinu reigns, El Shaddai.

7 Let us have simcha and exult in kavod (glory) to him because of the Bedeken of the
Kallah of the SEH (Lamb),‡ and the Chosonʼs Tish and she has made herself ready.”

8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed with fine linen, bright and tahor
(clean); for the fine linen are the Tzedakot of the Kedoshim.§

9And he says to me, Write: “Ashrey are the ones having been summoned to the Seudas
Moshiach, the Seudas Yom Nisu'im of the SEH”*(Lamb). And he says to me, “These are
divrei Emes of HASHEM.”

10And I fell before his feet to worship him. And he says to me, “You must abstain from
such. For I am a fellow eved with both you and your chaverim who hold on to the edut
(testimony) of Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach; worship HASHEM! For the edut (testimony) of
Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach Yehoshua is the Ruach HaNevu'ah (prophecy).”

11 And I saw Shomayim having been opened, and, hinei, a sus lavan (white horse) and
the one riding on it is called Ne'eman and Yashar, and in Tzedek† He judges and makes
milchamah (war).‡

12And theEynayimofHimareas aflameof eish, andon theheadofHimaremanyatarot,
and He has a Name inscribed of which no one has da'as except Himself.

13 And He is robed in a kaftan dipped in dahm, and His Name is called, “The DVAR
HASHEM.”§

14And theTzivosHASHEM(theArmyofHASHEM), the TzivosHaShomayim,were following
Him on susim levanim (white horses). They were dressed in fine linen, lavan (white) and
tahor (clean).

15And out of the peh (mouth) of Him goes forth a sharp cherev, thatwith it Hemay strike
the Goyim, andHewill shepherd themwith a shevet barzel, andHe treads the press of the
yayin of the fury of Charon Af of HASHEM, El Shaddai.*

16AndHehas onHis kaftanandonHis thighaname inscribed: MELECHHAMELACHIMAND
ADON HAADONIM.

17And I sawonemalach (angel)having takenhis stand in the shemesh (sun) andhe cried
out in a kol gadol (loud voice), saying to all the birds flying in mid-heaven, “Bo! Gather to
the Seudah Hagedolah of HASHEM;†

18That youmayeat thebasarofmelachim (kings)and thebasarof captains and thebasar
of strong men and the basar of susim and of their riders and the basar of all, both, bnei
Chorin and avadim and the ketanim and the gedolim.”‡

19And I saw the Chayyah [Anti-Moshiach] and themelachim (kings) of ha'aretz and their
armies assembled to make milchamah (war) with the One sitting on the sus (horse) and
with the Tzivos HASHEM(Army of HASHEM).

20And theChayyah [Anti-Moshiach]was captured and,with it, theNavi Sheker (theFalse
Prophet), theonehavingperformed theotot (signs)before it, bywhichhedeceived theones
having received the tav (mark)of theChayyah [Anti-Moshiach] and theonesworshiping its
Atzav (idol, image). These twowere cast alive into the AgamHaEish (Lake of Fire) burning
with gofrit (sulfur).§

21And the rest were killed with the cherev (sword) of the One sitting on the sus (horse),
the cherev (sword) having proceeded out of the PEH of Him, and all the birds were fully
fed by their basar.

20
1 And I saw a malach (an angel) coming down out of Shomayim having the mafte'ach

(key) of the Tehom (Abyss) and a great chain in his hand,
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2And he seized the Dragon, the NACHASH HaKadmoni, who is Malshin* and HaSatan.
And he bound him for elef shanim (one thousand years),

3And threw him into the Tehom (Abyss), and shut and sealed it over him that he could
not deceive any more the Goyim until the elef shanim (thousand years) were completed.
After these things it is necessary for him to be released a short time.†

4And I saw kise'ot (thrones) and they sat on them and authority for mishpat (judgment)
was given to them, and I saw the nefashot (souls) of the ones having been beheaded
because of their edut (testimony) for Rebbe, Melech HaMoshiach and because of the dvar
HASHEM and for those who did not worship the Chayyah [Beast, Anti-Moshiach] nor its
Atzav and did not receive the tav (mark) on the metsakh (forehead) and on their yad
(hand), and they awakened to Chayyim (Life) and reigned with Moshiach for elef shanim
(a thousand years).‡

5And the rest of theMesimdidnot awaken to Chayyim (Life)until the elef shanim should
be completed. This is the Techiyah HaRishonah (First Resurrection).

6 Me'ushar and Kadosh (Blessed and Holy) is the one having a part in the Techiyah
HaRishonah. On these ones the Mavet HaSheyni (the Second Death) does not have shilton
(authority, samchut), but they will be kohanim of HASHEM and of Moshiach, and will reign
with him for elef shanim.

7 And when the elef shanim are completed, HaSatan will be released from his beit
hasohar (prison),

8And will go forth to deceive the Goyim in the four corners of ha'aretz, that is, Gog and
Magog, to assemble them for milchamah (war); the mispar (number) of them is like the
sand of the seashore.§

9 And they went up over the broad plain of the land and encircled the makhaneh
(camp) of the Kedoshim and the Ir HaAhuvah (the beloved city) and Eish came down out
of Shomayim and consumed them.*

10And HaSatan, the one deceiving them, was cast into the AgamHaEish (fire) and gofrit
(sulfur), where both the Chayyah [Anti-Moshiach] and the Navi Sheker (False Prophet)
were, and they will be tormented yomam v'lailah l'Olemei Olamim (day and night forever
and ever).

11And I saw a Kisse Lavan Gadol (a GreatWhite Throne) and I saw the One sitting on it,
fromwhose presence Ha'Aretz and Shomayim fled, and no place was found for them.

12 And I saw the Mesim (dead persons), the ketanim and gedolim, having taken their
stand before the Kisse (Throne) and Sfarim (Books) were opened and another Sefer was
opened, which is the Sefer HaChayyim, and the Mesim were judged by the things having
been written in the Sfarim, according to what they had done.†

13And the Yam (Sea) gave up the Mesim in it, and Mavet, and She'ol gave up the Mesim
in them, and they were judged, each one according to what they had done.‡

14AndMavet and She'ol were cast into the AgamHaEish (Lake of Fire). This is theMavet
HaSheyni (the Second Death), the AgamHaEish (the Lake of Fire).

15And if anyonewas not foundhaving beenwritten in the SeferHaChayyim, hewas cast
into the AgamHaEish.

21
1And I saw ShomayimChadashim (NewHeavens) and Eretz Chadasha (aNewEarth), for

the shomayim harishonah (the first heaven) and haaretz harishonah (the first earth)were
passed away, and there is no longer any Yam (Sea).

2And I saw the Ir Hakodesh, the YerushalayimHaChadasha coming down and descend-
ing out of Shomayim from HASHEM, having been made ready as a Kallah adorned for her
Ba'al (Husband).*

3 And I heard a kol gadol (loud voice), a Bat Kol from the Kisse (Throne) saying, “Hinei,
TheMishkan of HASHEM is withmen, andHe shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be
His people, and HASHEMHimself shall dwell among them.†

4 And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there shall not be any longer
Mavet, nor Avelut nor weeping nor pain; the former things have passed away.”‡

5And said the One sitting on the Kisse (Throne), “Hinei, I make all things chadash.” And
He says, “Write, for these devarim are ne'emanim and amittiyim.”
* 20:2 samekh mem, the devil † 20:3 Dan 6:17 ‡ 20:4 Dan 7:9 § 20:8 Isa 11:12; Ezek 7:2; 38:2; 39:1; 38:9,15
* 20:9 Ezek 38:9,16; Ps 87:2; Ezek 38:22; 39:6 † 20:12 Dan 7:10; Ex 32:32; Dt 29:20; Dan 12:1; Mal 3:16; Jer 17:10
‡ 20:13 Isa 26:19 * 21:2 Neh 11:18; Isa 52:1 † 21:3 Ex 25:8; 2Chr 6:18; Ezek 48:35; Zech 2:10 ‡ 21:4 Isa 25:8;
35:10
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6 And He said to me, “It is finished! I am the Alef and the Tav, the Reshit and the Ketz.
To the one thirsting I will give of theMa'ayan (Fountain) of Mayim Chayyim (Water of Life)
freely.§

7The onewhowins the nitzachon (victory), shall inherit these things and Iwill be his G-d
and he will be to Me beni (my son).*

8 But for those of morech lev (cowardliness) and those without emunah (faith) and
the ones having become vile and ratzchaniyot (murderers) and zonim (fornicators) and
mekhashfim (sorcerers) and ovdei haelilim (idolaters) and all the shakranit (liars), their
chelek† will be in the Agam (Lake) burning with Eish (fire) and Gofrit (sulfur), which is
HaMavet HaSheyni (the Second Death).”‡

9Andone of the shivat hamalachimhaving the sheva ke'arot (bowls)being full of the last
sheva makkot (plagues), came and spoke with me, saying “Bo! I will show you the Kallah
of the SEH”§(Lamb).

10 And he carried me away in the Ruach Hakodesh onto a great and high mountain,
and showed me the Ir Hakodesh, Yerushalayim, descending and coming down out of
Shomayim fromHASHEM,*

11Having the Shekhinah kavod (glory) of HASHEM. Her brilliance, was like a precious
stone, even a jasper, clear as crystal,†

12Having a great and high wall, having Shneym Asar She'arim (Twelve Gates), and at
the She'arim (Gates), ShneymAsarmalachim (Twelve angels), and SHEMOT (Names)were
inscribed on them, which are the shemot (names) of the Shneym Asar Shivtei HaBnei
Yisroel (Twelve Tribes of the Bnei Yisroel).‡

13Therewere shloshah she'arim (three gates) on themizrach (east), therewere shloshah
she'arim on the tzafon (north), and shloshah she'arim on the darom (south) and shloshah
she'arim on thema'arav (west).

14 And the wall of the Ir Hakodesh had Shneym Asar Foundation Stones, and on them
were the Shneym Asar shemot (names) of the Shneym Asar Shlichim of the SEH§(Lamb).

15And the one speaking with me had a gold measuring rod, that he might measure the
Ir Hakodesh and its she'arim (gates) and its wall.*

16And the city is laid out foursquare, shaped like a cube, and its length is as great as the
width; andhemeasured the IrHakodeshwith the rodacross and itmeasuredShneymAsar
(Twelve) thousand stadia (fifteen hundredmiles); the length and the breadth and the height
are equal.

17 And he measured its wall a hundred forty-four cubits (seventy-two yards) by manʼs
measurement, which is also that of themalachim.

18And thewallwas constructedof jasper and the Irwaspure zahav (gold) like clear glass.
19The foundation stones of thewall of the citywere adornedwith every kind of precious

stone, harishon (the first) foundation stone was jasper, hasheni (the second), sapphire,
hashlishi (the third), chalcedony, harevi'i (fourth), emerald;†

20The fifth, sardonyx, the sixth, carnelian, the seventh, chrysolite, the eighth, beryl, the
ninth, topaz, the tenth, chrysoprase, the eleventh, jacinth, the twelfth, amethyst.

21And the ShneymAsar she'arimwere ShneymAsar pearls, respectively each one of the
she'arim was a single pearl. And the rekhov (street) of the city was pure zahav (gold), like
transparent glass.‡

22And I sawnoHeikhal in it, for Adonoi HASHEM El Shaddai and the SEH (Lamb),§ are its
Beis HaMikdash.

23And the city has no need of the shemesh (sun)nor of the levanah (moon) that theymay
shine in it, for thekavod (glory)ofHASHEMillumined it and itsmenorah is theSEH*(Lamb).†

24And theNations shall walk their derech by its Ohr (Light), and themelachim (kings) of
ha'aretz shall bring their glory into it.‡

25And b'yom (for there will be no Lailah) the she'arim (gates) of it shall never be shut.§
26And themelachimwill bring the kavod (glory) of the Nations into it.
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27And nevermay enter into it any thing tameh and anyone practicing to'evah (abomina-
tion)and sheker (falsehood), but only theoneshavingbeenwritten in the SeferHaChayyim
Shel HaSEH*(the Book of Life of the Lamb).†

22
1And he showed me a nahar (river) of Mayim Chayyim (Water of Life) bright as crystal,

going forth out of the Kisse (Throne) of HASHEM and of the SEH*(Lamb).†
2 In themiddle of the rekhov (street) of it, and on either side on the nahar (river)was the

Etz HaChayyim, producing Shneym Asar Perot (Twelve Fruits), according to each chodesh
(month), yielding the p'ri of it, and the leaves of the Etz (tree)were for the refu'ah (healing)
of the Nations.‡

3And there shall no longer be anyKelalah (Curse), and the Kisse (Throne) ofHASHEM and
of the SEH (Lamb),§ shall be in it, and His avadim shall serve Him.*

4And they shall see His face, and ha-Shem of Himwill be on the metsakhim (foreheads)
of them.

5 And there shall no longer be Lailah, and they have no need of the ohr (light) of a
menorah and the ohr (light) of the shemesh (sun), because HASHEM Adonoi will give forth
ohr (light) on them, and they shall reign l'Olemei Olamim.†

6 And he said to me, “These devarim are ne'emanim and amittiyim, and HASHEM, the
Elohei ruchot hanevi'im (G-d of the spirits of the prophets) sent His malach (angel) to show
to His avadim (servants) things which are imminent.

7And hinei, I am coming quickly. Ashrey is the one who is shomer, keeping the devarim
hanevu'ah (words of the prophecy) of this sefer (book).”

8And I, Yochanan, am the one hearing and seeing these things. And when I heard and
saw, I fell to worship before the feet of themalach (angel) showingme these things.

9And he says to me, “See that you do not do it; a fellow eved of yours I am, and of your
Achim, theNevi'im (prophets), andof the oneswhoare shomer, keeping thedevarimof this
sefer;

10worship HASHEM!”
And he says tome, “Do not seal up the devarimhanevu'ah (words of the prophecy) of this

sefer (book), for the zman (time) is at hand.‡
11Let the one being unrighteous, let him be unrighteous noch (still); and let the onewho

is filthy be filthy noch, and let the tzaddik be a tzaddik noch,§ and let the kadosh yitkadesh
noch (holy person be sanctified still).*

12Hinei, I am coming quickly, and My sachar (reward) is with Me, to give to each one
according to what he has done.†

13 I am the Aleph and the Tav, HaRishon (The First) and HaAcharon (The Last), HaReshit
(The Beginning) and HaTachlit (The Ultimate).

14 Ashrey are the ones washing their kaftans, that they may have the right to the Etz
HaChayyim (the Tree of Life) and theymay enter by the she'arim (gates) into the city.

15 Outside are the kelevim (dogs) and the mekhashfim (sorcerers, abusers of drugs);‡
and the zonim (sexually immoral) and the rotzkhim (murderers) and the ovdei haelilim
(idolaters) and everyone loving and practicing sheker.§

16 I, Yehoshua sent My malach (angel) to give solemn eidus (testimony) to you of these
things, for the Kehillot. I am the Shoresh (root) and the tzemach of Dovid, the Kokhav
HaShachar.”

17And the Ruach Hakodesh and the Kallah say, “Bo!” And the one hearing let him say,
“Bo!” And theone thirsting, let himcome, the onedesiring let him take theMayimChayyim
freely.

18 I give solemn edut to everyone hearing the divrei haNevu'ah of this sefer: if anyone
adds to them,HASHEMwill add tohim themakkot (plagues)whicharewritten in this sefer;*
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19 And if anyone takes away from the devarim of the sefer of this nevu'ah (prophecy),
HASHEM will take away his share of the Etz HaChayyim and from the Ir HaKodesh, which
are written of in this sefer.†

20 He who gives solemn edut to these things says, “Ken! I am coming bahlt (soon)!”
Omein. Come Adoneinu Yehoshua!

21The Chen v'Chesed HASHEM of Adoneinu Yehoshua be with all. Omein.

† 22:19 Dt 4:2; 13:1; Prov 30:6
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